
First Search
Go to library.state.ak.us/index/index.html to access databases.  To determine if a database is EBSCOhost or OCLC First-
Search, click on       following the database name.  Th e information window that appears will indicate FirstSearch databases by 
OCLC (Web) and EBSCOhost databases by EBSCO (Web).

I

Operator Function Examples Retrieved Terms
w# Th e search terms are within # words of one another, in the order 

specifi ed
oil w1 drilling oil drilling

n# Th e search terms are within # words of one another, in either order oil n2 drilling oil drilling
drilling for oil

+ Plurals – used at the end of a word to retrieve the singular and simple 
plural form of the word (only s or es)

drill+wax+ drill  drills
wax    waxes

* Truncation – used to retrieve any ending on a search term (term 
must have a minimum of 3 letters)

drill* drill  drilling
drills  drilled

# Wildcard – replaces a single character within a search term wom#n woman
women

? Wildcard – replaces zero to nine additional characters within a 
search term

colo?r color
colour

EBSCOhost

Go to library.state.ak.us/index/index.html to access databases.  To determine if a database is EBSCOhost or OCLC First-
Search, click on      following the database name.  Th e information window that appears will indicate EBSCOhost databases by 
EBSCO (Web) and FirstSearch databases by OCLC (Web).

I

OperatorFunctionExamplesRetrieved Terms
w#Th e search terms are within # words of one another, in the order 

specifi ed
oil w1 drillingoil drilling

n#Th e search terms are within # words of one another, in either orderoil n2 drillingoil drilling
drilling for oil

*Truncation – used to retrieve any ending on a search term (term 
must have a minimum of 3 letters)

drill*drill  drilling
drills  drilled

?Wildcard – replaces a single character within a search termwom?nwoman
women



Th e Alaska State Library is a statewide research library for Alaska State government.  
State employees needing information for their work have access to a variety of library 
services and products.

Helpful Tips
When you are in a database you can view a list of other 
databases available through the same system, and select other 
databases to search.  For example, when in an EBSCOhost 
database (i.e. Academic Search Premier), click on the Choose 
Databases tab at the top of the Web page, and then check the 
boxes next to the databases you wish to search (we recom-
mend selecting no more than 3 databases simultaneously).

Contact Information
You can reach one of our reference librarians via:
the web using Ask a Librarian at 
    library.state.ak.us/forms/askalibindex.html
email at asl@eed.state.ak.us
phone:  465.2921

Document Delivery
Request articles and the State Library will locate them for 
you and deliver them electronically to your desktop.  Email 
requests to aslill@eed.state.ak.us.

Historical Collection
Th e State Library’s Historical Collection contains Alaskana, 
manuscripts, and photographs.
    library.state.ak.us/hist/hist.html

Database Searching
You can access our many databases from our Electronic 

Articles & Databases Web page at library.state.ak.us/index/
index.html.Th e databases are grouped into subject areas for 
ease in deciding which databases to search.  Simply click on 
the appropriate subject category to view the databases in that 
area.

Each database listed has various symbols following the 
database name.  Click on the       symbol to view information 
about the database.

Alaska State Library Research

more information

Key to Articles & Databases

full-text articles

in-library use only

state employee accessible

Alaska resident accessible

accessible globally


