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ARTIe ANIMALS

Nigrutit

Nigruti!)i nunam

u!)asi!)itchutupkuagnin

Qauviich, tuttut, tigiganniat,

Arnagut sulliqaa.

Wild animals of the Arctic

Live not far from your door--

Wolverines, caribou, foxes,

Wolves and many more:

,
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I~aDieh tuluqqatun tiDmisuurut

Aasiili natchigich tagiumi itchuurut

Aasiisuli i~aDich itchuurut nunami

Iliktunlu uvaptunlu.

Some, like ravens, fly in the sky

While seals and fish swim in the sea.

And some live on the tundra

Just like you and me.
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Aasii amaguq piigugnagu

TusaaDaviuD magugman unnuami?

Aasii suli piigugnagi ukpii~~u aqargi~~u,

Qinnaqiksut ukpii~~u aqargi~~u.

Some are tiny like the lemmings

Who live in the ground,

Some are big like polar bears

Who like to sniff around.
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UIJasi+ait chut.

They're such a pretty sight:

And don't forget the hungry wolf:

Have you heard him howl at night?

And snowy owls and puffins,
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Nipai suuraagutin qifiiqtuaguvifi

TautuDniaqpalligitin piuraaqtuat.

wild animals by your village

Are never far away.

If you're quiet and carefully look,

You might see them at play.
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Amaguq

Amagut igliguurut atautchikun.

Niqiksraqsruguurut atautchikun.

Amagut paDalikkamiD suka rut.

Tumisiuqtilluataurut.

Nigisuurut nigrutikuluuranik

aasiisuli nigisuummiut

tuttunik naakka umiDmanik.

QaDasaagruk qimmich

itkaluagmiruat amagutun.

Qimmi++u amagullu

qinnaDi atiqqayaqtut,

aglaan amagut aDilhaaqtut.

THE WOLF

Wolves travel together. They

hunt in packs. Wolves can

run fast. They are good

trackers. They eat smaller

animals and will also kill

caribou and musk oxen.

Long, long ago before man

tamed them, all dogs were wild

like wolves.

Sled dogs and wolves even

look alike:
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PLAY THE ARCTIC ANIMAL WORD GAME

Many animal words have other words hidden in them. (Fox

has the word ox hidden in its letters~) See how fast you

can find the hidden word in the names of these animals.

1. CARIBOU has a word that means a bone in your chest.

2. BEAR has a word that spells something you hear with.

3. SEAL has a word that tells where those animals swim:

4. PTARMIGAN has a word that's part of your body--something

you use to play ball:

(Answers)

~as .£
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Nunam Nigruti~isa Piayaa~i

Nuggaiyaam niuqpa~i sa~fjirut.

Nuggaiyaaq utuqqauqpafjitchuaq

Malgugnik uvlugnik

sukalhaaqtuq inufjmin

aqpattuamin

pafjalikkami.

ANIMAL BABIES OF THE TUNDRA

The long legs of a baby caribou are strong. When only two

days old, a caribou can run faster than a man!
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Anigami nannum piayaaDa

aDilhaaDitchuq siksrigmin.

Aglaan nanuayaaq agliniaqtuq

nigrutiguqpaguni,

aglaan miklhaagniaqtuq

When born, a polar bear cub is not much bigger than a barren

ground squirrel. But the polar bear cub will grow up to become

one of the world's biggest animals:



UmiI)mam piayaaI)a
iriqsimallaturuq, illaturuq, aakaI)mi;

nuyaqpaI)isa ataani.

Ataanikii aakaI)mi

uunnaalhaaqtuq.

A baby musk ox likes to hide under its mother's long fur

coat. It's nice and warm under there!
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Agnasallum tigigannium

unitchuitkai piayaani.

I+aanni piayaaqaguuruq

tallimat malgugnik
suli naakka qulit malgugnik. Piayaaqaguuruq.

ADusalluq tigiganniaq

niqiksraqsiuguuruq.

Aasii agnasallumun aallugi niqit.

A mother fox never leaves her newborn babies: (She may have

seven to twelve little foxes.) The father fox hunts and

brings food to his mate.
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Ukpik

Una nipatpasui+aq tiDmiaqpak

iriqaqtuaq quqsuqtuagnik

paqitchugnaitchuq apunmi.

Paqitchugnailluni apunmi

aDuniagami niqiksramifiik,

aviDDanik aasiisuli allanik

nigrutikuluuranik pisuqtuq,

srg~igniusuitchuq.

Ukpik ugluliuguuruq atausimi

inimi ukiutuagman, aviDDat

inugiagmata.

It makes it easier for the snowy owl to catch its food--

lemmings and other small animals.

THE SNOWY OWL

This silent bird with big yellow eyes is hard to see in

the snow.

A snowy owl makes its nest in the same place on the ground

year after year, when lemmings are abundant.



Aqarigiq

Ukiumi agnigugman

Aqargim mitquI)i

Qatiqsisuurut aputitun.

Upingaksrami siqinna raagiksimman

MitquI)i aqargim

MaI)aqsisuurut.

Alaska's State Bird

THE WILLOW PTARMIGAN

In winter, when cold winds blow

The ptarmigan's feathers

Are white as snow.

In summer, when the sun shines down,

The ptarmigan's feathers

Change to brown~
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Qanutchiq Nigrun MaunnaaDava?

Nigrutit tumiDi apunmi

quliaqsisuurut qanutchiq

TautuksiDavich nigrutit

tumiDififiikapunmi?

I+aanni tautuksinaqtuq nigrutit

tumiDififiikai+aqtuami maggami,

naakka sinaani Kuugum, aqayami.

Paqitchiuqsaqtutin nigrutit

sut nigrutit tainna tumiqagmagaisa.

Innasich samma tumDich

paqinniagitin nunaaqqigfii.

tumiDi qimmim

tumiDi tiDmiagruum -
...- ~-tumiDi aviDDam

tumiDi
~."

Kayuqtum ~O..
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WHAT ANIMAL PASSED THIS WAY?

Animal tracks tell stories in the snow. Have you ever seen

animal footprints in the snow? Sometimes you can see animal

tracks in wet sand or along the mud bank of a river. Look

for these animal tracks. Learn which animals make them.

Here are some tracks you might find around your village.

dog tracks

'bird tracks

mouse tracks

red fox tracks

.•~,·.4.~.-
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Avi I)I)aq
Una nigrun mikivailluni
argagmi tigumminaqtuq.
Inugiaktuat nigrutit,
tigiganniallu, itigiallu, ukpii++u
niqigisuugaich aviI)I)at.

Inugiaktuat aviI)I)atmaI)aqtut.
Aasii i+aI)ich aviI)I)atqatiqsisuurut
ukiugman.

THE LEMMING

This animal is so small you can hold one in your hand.
The lemming looks like a short-tailed mouse.

Many animals such as faxes, weasels, and owls depend on
lemmings for their food.

Most lemmings are brown. Some lemmings turn white in the
winter.
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UmiDmaq

MaDaqtaat nuyaDi umiDmam
takilhaaqtut nigrutipayauranin
North American-mi. Ukiumi
umiDmaq uunnaaguuruq nuyaqpaqaqhuni.

UmiDmaq narruqaqtuq. NarruDiksa
amagut qimaapkaguugai.

THE MUSK OX

The dark brown hair of the musk ox is the longest of any
North American animal. This long hair keeps the big animal
warm during winter.

The musk ox has long, sharp horns. These horns keep wolves
away:

Natchiq
Inupiat taimaDDaqaDa natchiqsiuguurut.

Nauligniglu supputiniglu atuqhutiD
Inupiat natchiqsiuguurut. Natchignin
Inupiat niqiqaguurullu
misigaaqaguurullu
annugaaliuguurullu.

Qanusilimaat natchigich ittut
tagiumi, Alaskam tagiuDinni.

InuuniagumiD Inupiat
natchiqaqtuksraurut.
TaimaDDaqaDa taamna i+umun
ittuq, aasii uvlupak Inupiat
natchiqaqtuksraummiut.

THE SEAL

Eskimos have always hunted seals.

with harpoons and guns, Eskimos kill seals for meat, fur,
and oil.
Many kinds of seals live in waters around Alaska.

To live in the far north, Eskimos need seals. This was
true long ago and it is true today:
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Tuttu

Sumrnan uvvauDa tuttu
pakikpa apunmi nunami?

Tuttu ilisimaruq samrna
aputim ataani nauriaqaqtilaaDanik,
niginaqtuanik.
Tivragagmiut!

CARIBOU

Why are the hoofs of the caribou
Digging holes in the tundra ice?
The caribou knows that under the snow
Are some lichens and moss that taste
very nice!

Tuttut
Inugiaktuat tuttut igliguurut nunami.
IvaqliqhutiD niqiksramiDnik naurianik ..

Inupiat taimaDDaqaDa aDuniaguurut
tuttunik. NiqiDi~~u amiDi~~u pisuklugich.
Uunnaaktuat atigit, KamDich,
Kamikluich, suli allat annugaat
pi~iugnaqtut tuttut amiDinnin.

THE CARIBOU

Big herds of caribou roam Alaska's tundra, looking for
moss to eat.

Eskimos have always hunted caribou for meat and furry hides.
Warm boots, parkas, pants, tools, and many other things can
be made from the hides of caribou.
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Nanuq

Nannut puumitchuqtut. Puurnitchuqtuksraurut nannut

igligniagumiI) atausimin sikuliamin allamun sikuliamun.

Nannut niqipiaqtulgurut. Niqipiaqtulgulhaaqtut allanin

nigrutiqpaI)nin.

Nipaitchuksraurullu piavsatchigiitchuk. Sraurullu aI)uniagumiI)

natchigmik siniktuamik sikum qaaI)ani, qaniani puturni.

THE POLAR BEAR

Polar bears are good swimmers. They have to be good

swimmers to go from ice floe to ice floe.

These white bears are the biggest meat-eating animals in

the world. They have to be quiet and patient to catch a

seal sleeping near a hole in the ice.

--
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Qimmich qamuktit paDalilgurut.

Sukanaqtut uniagaqtuni,

navisuinmiut.

Aglaan qamutit Sled dogs are good for running

uqsruqaqtuksraurut, And pulling our sleds in the snow.

aasiisuli naviguurut, But snowmobiles need gas to run

aullallaiqhutiD. And sometimes break down and can't go.

Alappaaqtuaq Uvluq

AniniaqtuDa agniqtuamun.

A COLD DAY
UunnaagniaqtuDa.

I've put on my fur-lined parka
UunnaaktuDa.

To go out into the storm.
Tautukki qimrnich apunmi

And I've mittens, pants, and fur boots--
qUDaluktuat.

They will keep me warm!

Uunnaaktut.
Now I find I'm very warm.

See those sled dogs in the snow?

Summan qiiyaDitpisa? They never seem to feel the cold,

Why is that? I want to know.
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Qanuq Nunam Nigruti~i Uunnaaguuvat?

Ukiumi aputim qaa~ani siquaqsigami~

tigiganniat qu~aluguurut, aasii talusuugaich sigguti~

pamiumi~nik, aasii ami~isa

mapturuat uunnaaktitchuugai.

HOW ANIMALS OF THE TUNDRA KEEP WARM

When they rest, foxes cover their noses with their long,

fluffy tails around their bodies just like blankets. Their

thick fur keeps them warm when they are sleeping in the snow.

Avi~~at uunnaaguurut ifiuuvlutiD

aputim ataani, igligviqaqhuti~.

Lemmings keep warm by living in tunnels they dig beneath

the snow.
• 0



Tuttullu, nannullu, amagullu

uunnaaguurut ukiumi amiDich

maptusiDavlutiD·

Caribou, bears, and wolves grow extra coats of thick fur to

keep them warm during the long, cold winter.

Aqarig++i uunnaaguurut

ukiugruami anuqliqpaDman
iniliuguraqhutiD aputim iluanun.

Ptarmigans stay out of the icy wind by making small caves

in the snow when it's stormy.
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Aiviq

Tulugaavut iqsinaqtuatun

qinnaqagaluaqtut,

anniqsuutaummiut.

Ivi~uniglu allaniglu

niqinik niqiksraqsaqtuni

tagium natqanin.

Aasii ivilullu allallu niqit

iguktiqlugi nigisuugivut.

WALRUS

Our long tusks may look dangerous,

But they're handy as can be,

For getting clams and other food

From the bottom of the sea!

f
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Nigrutit qatiqtuat

tautuksugniatchut apunmi+.

Qavsinik allakatagiinik

nigrutinik

paqitchiyuminaqpin

uumaDDa qiniqtuamin?

WHITE ANIMALS

are hard to see in the snow:

How many different animals

can you find in this picture?
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