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sent encesr

(liJ i dhid:ii

dhid'i

.' r ir,J 1a ell" a' aa

a ~e similar to Engli.8h~ becau e tne l:Io),'ds oc ur in the arne
:l.,li;;h~ fir~t the noun, "Len the (,n:" They ar-e dif'fere t

,'. oro"::':lg~ sh. becaus ther is no article Fhj ch 1I1GaIlf-; aO or .the in
1.h"'oe S"',l" ences , 01' ar;.Y1 rher-e in "Ghe Ku chin Language,

,'''om " '17 above aencences He not-e th~t dhic1ii ~st,a.y;) and eha au aa
n a\- are verba, b.··· there ere eome Oiords that. are not, verbs in EngJ' sh ,
but. ar U' sd as verbs ir .•ut.chirr

clinj'i .1izH.

tr~in [aa !1idii

BOI:b r1j~t:i. c good' and n:Ldii Q hee.iI-Y~ are v rbs , as ~..ri.1.J be see lat.el'
inlihe gY.'cm:Jarwhen ':Ie .<.7' rn now ;'0 change 6uject, pronouns ..

'J en. a vert Ln Kut.chin occu, 'B ~ritbout a noun~ it is understood
'ha"-, t,hf.' EU jed is vr.e~ she., itn t Aven thm.lgh there j s nothing to
";'1Cc':'.:;at,(c .' h:'s: ecg. ~

nidi:"

'Plle -:p.:.t,en r-:; illl;jj..i ..i.hidii \)111':"nlml is stayin.g' is &1 C\Sc.'\...l~ti·n
0" 'j' a: e.n~mi 0'" fect,,, SOlll i;,irnp.s iT, is neces:;;a:t.--y to ch~, g€: thi.~ f'''n~Pl1ce

o m: l,e a qu'''si~iml. In El1gb.dh \'¥e ;;hunGe J he ol'dC'lT' oJ J',i:p ,'PLt,P' ce ;md
oi<p, OUt' voices; e"g"t GIs t.he men. s:;,8ying'?~ In KUtC1iI<"j

qu.,-,,:,,t,ion ·J':1?od the word n:Lk"e~ in the sr;"n:i:,pl'Jce and/or _ .1:.:e 0 l~' 'oices
~J thn 0 l of the s~!tenceo

h:i },I . '" di-. ·i~. dhi .J..
.~. Qra 'he ,nan f;t 'W·; 'g?"r.

~\ikJ .. i',r3injaa ,'h ')\'aa? JIc; ·{"hc·' '!Olfi'1n at:L'1~?

I '" nj , ' .... J 1c; i.!., 1 f-;E!.V 't ~l'J 1. ~



j' - haa? 'Who is walking?'

>Ie ,1 s'r.a!: .on
e.s . Lens sucl 5

these mea. irg 0

"t', all ..ml ques t Ions .-Ie. R\')< ::.... ) 3 L
uh~t?) rheze ? trho? , 'he ?, etc. ·,7 a <1:.r
he )c'i! t. ing of che sentence.

.t! ldii? iWhe~e is he st~yicg?'

Somet·- .GEl it is necessary to change a sentence to deny the ,wsel"\.:ion~
chat; is) to make it negative. .'.:1 English we 00 this by pl'.tting the vcr
'uo'" bef or e the verb; evg , ~ I ",-Leman Ls not staying'. In Kutchin. we
qed t 1e word k\<w.a to the sent ence ,

din' i.~<1hidii 1waa 'The man is not sta/ing.'
Joe '-: elL!. kwaa 'Joe is not heavy~'

'He is not eating. I

Kutchaua have wo;:Js fo::- 'yes' and 'no' as we do in English.

aaha I. dhidii 'Yes, he i~ staying.'

akwaa. nidi~ kwaa 'No, he is not heavy. '

Kutchins answe~ positive quest~ons the same as we do in English.
nil- , ~ dhidH?

ac.'l~ i ~ dhidii

or

n'k'ee nidii?

akwaa. nidii kwaa

'Is he staying!"

'Yei. ~ he is stay:f.ng.'

. Is he heavy?'

'No, he is not heavy.'
same

KutcU.ns do not ans-wer negat Ive quust tons th ..." aSN'!e do in English.

nizi:L- kwaa? 'Is it not good?'

aaha.',niz~~ kwaa 'Yes, it is not good.'

or
cCh' aad ch' t aa .Tau? 'Is he still not ea 11g1'

akHaa~ ch'a'aa 'No~ he is eating. 1



dinjii tr r i nahfin 'The man is looki g at lC LOC.

'he 1 "he
i ...he b-i _~ *

an 0 j ect; and chey

~.h'iu 'H I.;'; 100'i.ng ,,~ t·e

'He is dr Inkfng wat_r. ,

-He is . ; the can em",u!.••Dgtr'i ahtsii

'1h"'n n object ccur a i~:is place- ahead of chs verb , If boch a
subject and an object occur. the subject comes first.

'The womanis drin.king the 1;;,l: x , r

Transitive verb forms with suo jects 'he, she~ it' such as t1 se
listed cannot be said without their objects; i~e., nah'in, din~i, hts~i
are ~eanin81ess to Rutchins unless a noun object is present.

In English when ~e wish to substitute a pronoun object 'hj~, her9~t'
for the noun bject it is a matter of substitu:ing wo~ds.

'He is drinking the water' becomes 'he is drinking itt

'it' substitutes fox 'the wa er'

In Kutehin~ this is done by substituting a prefix in the v~~b for
the noun in the sentence.

dinjii nah'in

y~htin

or
ehy.v.dini:J.

yiini-!

or

dinji:1.tr'i ahtaii

dinjii yahtsii

yahtsii

'fie is looking at 'the m..: •..

'He Is Lookfng a~ him. r

'He is drink1ng th~ W8t .r.!

'He is drinkina it.'

'The man i9 malting a ca io _. '

iThe man is makf.ng tt."I

tH~ is meking it.'
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gees hOi htan 'He is teaching me.'

O' . e -:1 in t apeak Y..•tch: a the me. t. :p'" ct ie «_ rorn
l;QLO'Uti' t- e ri'!'€!c" 0, • ct; pronou euch as;
" h" k ". f 7;/1:.1" b 'd' hy~~t..a. riG or,sA annot e sa1 ~1' rut

o tained OJ drokping the ~ron. -n yc and tl~

b cor es nah i :'u

yiitth' ak becomes diitt:.' ..ak

yahtsii bee-or:as ah~sii

'rna e be ith objects that we Imve studied so far have a1: h~d
objects in 3;:d pez son aIngukar , ya- 'him, her , it'; Le ••

gee'yo;;.htan 'Re :is ceachdng 1 :bu. t

yi·t~h'ak In hears h:i.m.
,

Y';'li-h' in 'He see him. ,

Obj eccs may also OCCUt' in the Lst; person singular by replacing ;'3-

with sha- 'me'.

shiitth'ak 'He hears me.'

shq,f.h'in 'u....sees ne, i

Objects may also occur in the 2nd person siugular. by replacing ya-
with na- 'you i •

geenoij.~htan 'Ue is teaching you. ;

IHe hears you, ,

'He sees you. f

Objects may alao occur in the 1st person plural by replacing ya-
with dana- 'us'.

iHe i.s teaching us. ~

diniitth'ak 'He hears us.'

daD4.h'in 'He sees us ,"

Objects may also oec'r in the 2nd person plural by ~eplac~ng ya-
with nakhwa- 'you {pl. '
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altsit 'I'm acchfng , grabbing.' h classifier, stem -tsit

'He s tc"ching you (pI ). I

'He hears you (pl.).'

'He seeo you (pl.).'

. y also o~cur -11 the 3rd person - ural by :: p.l.acI y ~--
d th~n dd'ug ga- 'themt

•

;,e_gavo<J~htan
giviitth' k 'He hears them. r

'He sees them.'

Objects may occur in the indefinite third person. This is ::ormed
by r placing ya- with ch'a- something'.

ch'iitth~ak 'He hears (something).'

geech'o~<].htan 'He is teaching (something).'

ch'a'aa 'He is eating (someth"'ue:).'

Objects may occu.r in the reflexive. indicating the action is dene
to oneself. This is formed by replacing ya- with ada- 'self'.

'He scares him.'

adiJihjat 'He scares hL~self.'

or
na-!:'in 'I see him.'

adadtWl'in 'I see myself.'
S~ecial Note about Stems and Classifiers

The last syllable of ~he Kutchin verb is called the stem. This
contains the main meaning of the verb; Next to i- there freque tly &pp~a~s
a classifier 1, h, or d-effect. All Kutchin verbs divide into 4 categori s.
depending on whether there is a classifier 1 h, d-effect or no cla~sifier
t all. The classifier or it's effect is rnost readily seen in "he fj .s~

person singular forms_

ihtree ,Ifm crying.' No class'tier, stem tree

algal 'I fm runnfng ," 1 elassifier, stem -gal

Ishini! 'I'm drinking (needs obj.) d-effect classifier, £tem -uii
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v;;::y fu: uenC._y ius ed to ..1 e
T..e "ef Eect;" or ... '" ' .. ",';,:5- r d in ~.

~ffect:·.ng g a at~ caJ. c .augl_
~"'a6s·£ier it e f. Th"s Ls "hy th_ cl.a

I l:.e: 11 stradon ad.~hjat (see :i.idle of pg. 5), wh_n ".da- i.
d ied t.o a vo?l:b hav:ng clasBifia- h, h become .. 1.

Other uses of the cla sifiGr will .••plained as '-hey OCC\·.l·.

3. .!!2..~nPossession

In English, ....noun i" posaca ...ec by placing che "lords 'his, .cr =
its' ahead of it. A noun is poasesae in Kut .f. in by ad....io.g a p4:e£.t-: '0
the nouu ..

s:di

vizri:!'. '

Qr

ik

vi.9ik

or
d3yir

vid~yir'

'his knHe'

'parka'
this parka"

'mittens'

'his m_ttens'

It: '{vili be observed that when some wcrds are possessed a su....:Lx
t (glottal) is added to the noun. As you note above, this does 110~

always occur. Note the follo~ing wh~re it do~s not occur.

va'at 'his ulfe'

v:l.dinjik 'his moosef

Other fO/~mG of the poasessdve prefiA are sha- 'J!lyf. na- 'YOU __" p

'hi h .f' d ib . 'd~ ., , l.'i.' •• 'I )'ya- s , er , Ate, &- u.a own: :t.l.- ours ,nat\.!~T4'<::''' Ol,l~. our s ' p.i , ,
goo- t theirs', ch' a- '6on,ebody IS' •

shakwe' 'my £oot:~

'your axel

dagwach'aa'

nakhwati' 'ou~, your father'

6



-- .-. - ------

ya- "hfs , her, its t is used '0 distinguish betwee .r
tl re is ot'e than one third-persall (his, her. its) beLns
th sentence.

vizhe dhidii 'u is s~·yi.ng at .i h c:

zhilt dinjii 'that man'

yizhe dhidii 'lie is ,~'aying at hf.a ( om 00\,
els""s house'

Certain variant forms of the possessive prefixes do cccu i- cprt~~n
wo~ds, although these may be predictable ou the basis of fusiol But
9ccause there seems to be only a small number of them, they can probahly
be just as easily me~orized individually a~ they are disco'er~{: e.g.,

vantsi. 'his nos~t

viinji t 'his soc.'

voondee 'his older brother'

l~• Modifiers of Nouns

Demonstrative 'lOrds are used to mod:.f.fynouns. These occur bar- 1:',.

the noun just the same as in English.

~hik J..ain 'that dog'

'this man'

'this do?'~

'that man'

jii dinj1i

jii ~ain

aai dinjii

Demonstrativ~ words can also be used by theU1seJves as th· ~ubj ct
of the sentence.

j11 dinjii nits!! 'this man is big'

jii nitsii fthis one is big'

The Kutchin numerical system is based on ten. How~ger~ nu hers
above five are very seldom 1: sed. The number follows the noun.

a:a:in ch'iu±ak 'one dogt

dinj ik neekm~· Itt~o moos.'
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't : ce f' ',.'

'fJ.e foxes'

-the combi aed ldtL d l onatxat tvea , the word o..der 100C' like this:

'these .10 knives'

aa! dachan d99 'those four logs'

Ar.ij~tives, which occur before the noun in Eng ish, occur a.fter it
in Kutch .11.

din j.i l(f 'many men'
'tr ' .! oj as. chan ''the WOl1W.n too f

'tle woman too 1s ~alking.


