
Xoot., X'a,akawdUlad •• Shaawat

8ear .HII'shand

Y1til Naawoo I'eidal
told by TOM Peter



"



, ,Xootsx X'ayakuwd1igadee Shaawat
,Naawoo

x'eidax sh ka1neek

The Bear Husband
told by

Tom Peter

Keixwneich Kawshix{t
Edited and Transcribed by

Nora F1orendo

A project of the Alaska Native
Language Center, Division of the
Center for Northern Educational
Research, University of Alaska,
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701

Published by T1ingit Readers

in association with
The Alaska Native Language Center



Technical Data
Story teller:
T1ingit name:
Residence:
Moiety (tribe):
Clan:
F.ather's clan:
Age:
Collector:
Date & place:
Transcription:

Tom Peter
Yei1 Naawoo
Tes1in, Y.T., Canada
Raven ~Crow)
Tukweidee- ,Yanyeidee
mid 70's
Nora F1orendo
Tes1in, Y.T., Sept. 8, 1972
Nora F1orendo

* * * * * *T1ingit Readers is a non-profit corpora~
tion organized for the production of read-
ing and instructional materials in and for
the T1ingit language, and for accountability
regarding copyright and management of
proceeds from publication. All proceeds
from the sale of this book go toward the
publication of this and future books.

* * * * * *

First printing, May 1973, 1000 copies

Printed by the Eskimo, Indian & Aleut
Printing Co., Fairbanks, Alaska

Copyright ~ 1973 by T1ingit Readers



proofreading: Jeff Leer
Dick Dauenhauer

Acknowledgements
The editor wishes to thank the following
persons for their help in preparation of
this book:
cover design: Dick Dauenhauer

typing: Vesta Dominicks
Dick Dauenhauer

Thanks also go to Sheldon Jackson College
for providing living quarters and working
space during the period in which the re-
search was conducted.

****'1c-1c*~'c

The editor also thanks Dr. Michael E.
Krauss, Director of the Alaska Native
Language Center, and Dr. Frank Darnell,
Director of the Center for Northern
Educational Research for their cooperation
in formulating a statement of policy which
insures the integrity of traditional

.materials published in pursuance of
University of Alaska programs of technical
assistance in popular literacy and oral
tradition research and retrieval.



Yeil
Tukweidee
Yanyeidee
Tas Tlein

yadee
Kwaan

Yeil Naawoo



Daxnax shaa
, ,awe woosh kik'ee yan

,aa at wuduwa.eenee
,ye,yoo

dz{sk'w ,aa wduwa.eenee ,ye

dIeeygaa awe aadei aawa.aat.

Adax kuxdei neildei ku~ du.aat

we dIeey Idakat wududIi.aat.
,Aagaa ,awe daxnax woosh kik'ee

,yan

,awewe tleikw xoot s woo.aat.

a xoot has "wu.aadeech'aHa

ch'u tIe

du ,
tIe has nak aawa.aat.

Adax , kik'eewe aa
, , "tIaakw dei" , ,

we du shatx yoo awe

a daa yaka.
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Ash ( ,ltx yaa nagut.

Ch'u tIaakw ,awetIe

ka ,we ayawa.adee
,ax ,.yea...~yaa ,nagut.

Adax ,aagaa ,awe
,we ,shatxee aa

tIe ,we

ch'u koonax ,we
, , , ax' gandei woogoodee ,awe xoots ya ye

kwshe , ,koonax anax we yaa nagut.
Awe a kaa yan kamd l.Lyas -.

A kaax ,
kei mshix'{I' -awe yu.a.

TIe ,
du tleigooya

tIe Idakat , du jinak k .. (a yax amJl~ln.
, , , ,

aadeiAagaa awe xoots gushei
daa yaka ,a ye

We du keek' kwa tIe ash nak

woogoot.
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, ,Aag,aa awe
aag,aa awe ash kageit

, , ,oowagut we kaa.

, ,.saya ye~ yatee?
, ,Yees kaa .

Tle ash xandei yaa nagudee
,teen awe

,. daa yakaye~ a

"ax
,

een na.a
,

"ax een na.a
, daa yaka.yoo a

"Tleik'

Ax , has guxsahaa."eesh xat

"Aadei
,gaxtoo.aat.

Ch'u tle

ch'u tleix
,

ax een na.a
, neileedeiya ax
, neilee / ' .yoo ax aa ye~ yateeyee

yeidei. "
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Ts'as shoogoo , , ,. Iawe tIel ye1 toot1.
, du ,

I tIe gusha aadeiYa toowoo g1we
,

amsinayee ,yoo yeo
Yaax' , tIeawe aan woo.aat.
TIel tsu naliyeidei woo.aadee ,s awe :
, , ,xaaw at yatan tIe

a kanax has ,yaawa.at.
Ch'a . ,ye1su hasI unaliyeit

. 'u.aatJee
, , ,tsu xaaw tsu at yatan.

Nas'gee , , has ,yeeka~ a kaanax yaawa.at.
Kach shaa ,asiyu
, , , du ,awe xaaw yax tuwaa yatee
, shaawat.we

Ch'u tIe
ch'u has na.adee ,yaa awe
ch'u tIe kaa has ,xoot oowa.at.
Ch'u shugu I. I

, , nateech1ng1t waa sa
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ch'u ,.ye~
,tuwaa

i

du yatee.
" , ,Aagaa awe we aan at woo.aadee

,. ash daa
,

aa ye~ yaka

" Lil kei ee Igenjeek.

S'ootaat

IiI kaa keetees'eek. \Ixoot

Ahe

dei
, ,. ,

waa nane i sg~he
, teeyeech

, , , ,.
waa sa kwshe ge ye~ xat

daa yaka.

Gooshei
, ,

aanee kwaanee we shaawatdu

du eesh

du
,tlaa

gooshei.
, , , kwshe

, , ,.
Waa teeyeech sa we ge ye~ xat

daa yaka.

Yei , daawe a tuwatee.

Aagaa . 'ye~su
,awe keich'a s'ootaat

d . ,m z~g~t.
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Aagaa ~awe ~ya x'oow ~ya!, yateeyee
at awe daak aamay{sh.

Daa ch'a ~ ~ ~aa at nagataayee yoo neil
~xoots.

Yaadax ~awe tIe
~ ~ ~tIe kaa gunayaa has oowa.at.

Adax ~ ~ ku.aa ch'a weidaxawe xoots
~ ~. daa ~.awe yel. a nel. nuch.

Awe ~xaat.
Atx'aan ~yoo
s'aax

,tsalk.

Ch'a koonax tleix' taakw
tleix' taakw , wooyei!,.yaana!, aan
Tleix' taakw ~ ka / tleix'eetee yoo

taakw.
, , taakwdei kugahaa ,Aagaa yoo yaa we

yan has koowa.oo.
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TIel tsu awusku tsu ch'a

ch'u tIe 1ing{t "ya ,.ye~ yatee.

, ,
guna.at~ sateeyee

du
,toowooch ku.aa

He' keenaa a'he ., k t 'aa _ugax 00.00 yoo.
, ,Waa sa du /tuwax'

chash h{t
, ,

ya~ awe du
,tuwaa yatee.

./E'
, , ku.aa

, yak'et1ax waa sa

h{t , , nateech ' .waa sa ye~ yatee.
, , ,. ash daa yakaAagaa awe ye~

'I he keenaadax haam

haandei ' . , , haa ( "ye~ nasne ya yeey~s.

TIe aadei
, , shaawat.we woogoot we

TIe ams Lkoo
, weit'atx

,
awe sateeyee

, , ,
we xootsx sateeyee

we ash wusineixee.

ee1'eex'eek
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, haam.we
, tl'atgee kaax x'wan ' . ,Yoo ye1 nasne.

TIe ,we
tIe , haaw al'ix' nook ,we awe
tIe ch'a , keenaadax , aawal' {x' •we awe
TIe haat amIi.at
" Shk'e
,yoo dikeedax ,age iyal'{x'?

Shk'e , ".
Aag,aa ,awe a jeet awIi.at.
" He '
, tl'atgee kaax I'{x' , i daaYoo yoo

ya~aka
haa kakaysikweiy. "
Awe wududzikoo
,. du eeshwe

ka , du tlaawe
ka , du koowoo , ,. ,we aa ye1 yateeyee yeo
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" ,Duw.teen we du x'us.eetee.

,
Aagaa

,awe s woo.aat

Ch'u ch'u ,.yel. teeyeetIe

ch'u ,.yel. teeyee.

Waa yei kunayaat'
,sa

,we

tIe " ' " , ,.daxnax at yatx ee du jee yel.

wootee.
,Maa

,sa ling{t ,.
yea dagaat ee .tIe

TIe ch'a g,una ,.yel.t
,oowa.at.has

Aa s kuyaawa.oo.
, , /Maa sa nateech ch'a yaa haa aanee

,kwaanee

tIe ,.yel.
,aya yatee.

,at

tIel tsu daa sa a eeteenax has uti
(hl.t.

, , k .. 1 ' ,Aag,aa aya el.Jl.neena~aya s yatee

we du eek'
,has.
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,awe s akaawa0aakw
duwateen.

we s du dIaak' x'us.eetee
,duwateen.

Weit'at teen ,at
Ch'u tIe mdudzikoo
tIe jeedei ' . ,a ye1 .teeyee.
Aag,aa kuxdei kundahaa
tlax k'idein kuxdei kundahaa ,awe
kayaanee kei ,.ye1 s amsin~i

tIe ,we teeyee.k .. I "e1J1neenax has
Ch'u tIe Ia Y1S
we xoots yis awe kei . ,.s amS1ne1
T1ax x'eig,aa kasi.egwaa
, kduneek.yoo

Awe daa , , daanaax siteesa we
I , , ,. daa duneiyeen.aY1S awe ye ye1

14



Awe kei ,.ye~ . '.ams~ne~.s
,.ye~

mdusneiyeen.

Nas'geedooshu yageeyee x'aanax

s'ootaatx' t1e1 at duxa

ka
,heen duna.

,
Aagaa t1ax kunax

,at

April.
, .'Aagaa ye~su has akaama.aakw.

Adax
,awe keit1

,kusteeyeendax

S'ukkoox'aaxw
,yoo duwasaakw ,.we~t

,we keitl.

T1e1 ch'a t1eix' y60
,

s oo.atk
, woosh kik'ee

,
we yan.
,.Ye~ yageeyee
, s'ootaat

, hunxoo aach
,

ya we awe
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s'e nagutch
,ya gooch.

Tsu a eetee aa
tsu a eetee aa.
Haa ha , ,. , kik'eewaa nane1 sawe aat

,koowahaa
, shaawat , du eek' •we we

Awe , kuxdei kundahaawe
, ~ , ,

na Lnukch , 'ya gaan awe aa yu~

Haa ha

,awe ,we

I

, ,we xoots
,we du kaanee ,yan.

" I eek' ,awe
( daak has ayamdi.at.ax Y1S

He ,
o ••••

tIe , kik' ee ,.'we aa jeet xat gugatee
16



,Yoo
,awe a daa yaka

,we ash ,xanee

, ,yee ya~ awe yatee

i gu.aa~ x'wan. 'I

,.ye~ yatee aa

We du yatx'ee "tsu

we shaawat.

daxnax.

" I gu.aax x'wan

ch'a has du jeet
,

xat nateenee

x'wan i gu.aa~.

We i eek' has

has du . "Jee.

Aag,aa
,we

,at
,we

shaawat

ch'u t1e hooch'ee aayeedei
, ~'a1a.atgee nu~h.aan yoo

" Eeshaan ax eek'

1{1 , , daa eeneik "waa sa s
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, , daa yaka:yoo awe a
" We kik'ee aa.
We kik' aa
i eek' ,awe
hu ,

"awe.
Aya adax , ,we shaawat
ch'u , dagaa , . ' ,sug,aa yoo oowaJee we

-shaawat.
Awe t~ deix yatee ' . kwdigei.yel.
Awe , ch'u tIe , ,at xaayee ya atxa.
TIe a too yaa al.atch ch'a tlakw.
Ch'u tIe ,we ,.yel. ,.anasnel. ,awe

Daa , , heidei dultin ,sa yoo at
,. , du waag,eeyel. we yatee.

Ha , gutu.adee , ,gwaa at awe xoots.
Haa ha
" haandei kkwagoot , i eek'we
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,gu.aax x'wan. II

Ch'a . 'yea su

. ' ". . 'ye1su kee.a ye1 woone1yee teen ,awe

we du toowoo neil kamdligas'
, ,we hu ,
, tIe

, neil kawulgaas'
,

Yaat yaa awe
,. tIe , sleenaa , ,

we1t we waa sa
,

yateeyi ye

tIe , , tIe kamd l.Lgas I
,

yoo awe we

neilnax.

Ch'a yaaxl ,awe , "aawashaat we at.

TIe gandei a 8hakaawal'{x'.

Aya kaa
, , ,.toowoo yu.a ye1 yatee.

They see it.
, ,awe wetuwaadax sleek ku.aaA

,we ,xoots.

Awe ,we
, ,a, a koowo0 a kax-

, ,yoo oogutk.
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,Yaat du tkl.ch ,yat ,awe

Aya kaa ,toowoo
waa yateeyee kaa ,yoo a neileet

a koowoot kawuIgaas'ee.
Ch'u tIe gandei ashakool':f.x'ch.

Ii That's why they can't found it.

cha ch'a , ,. , , ,we yel. asa.aax awe tsa
, ,. ash daa yakaayeewe yel.
, , , , gaandax ,aag,aa awe tsa ya awe

koowoo x'e ,a awe

:

,aa yux woogoot
, ,we shaawat.

, ,we teo

Awe ,te du jee ,.yel. yateeyee.
TIe ,yoo eekdei
,we shaa ,ya
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,we kukamdlit'ix'ee crust.

Tle ,ya a kincla /yan awatee.

That thing is rolled down.

Ka tsu tle aawat'ei.

Awe sha-a , ,yaax awe . yaa nagut.

Ch'u tle ams Ikoo tle
, du keidleewe
, du keidlee ash ,

we een at woo.aat.

Ra
ch'u , , tIeyaa nagudee awe at

wusineex'ee ,yax yatee
, dleit ,we ka ,

Tle , , , wujixeex.yoo awe· at

Kach , , , yeik kaawagwadleewe te awe aa?f.
, ,ye asiwe.

, \c{ndeiYoo
ch'a I

,
a 1tx yaa nagut.

Tlel ~. yeedadee ,
ye1 aayee
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,a yaa

Iingit , ooteeyeen , ch'aagooyax yoo
,aayee.

Tough.
Yaadax gUshe x'oon kaay , tIeix'sa

, tIe isheexyageeyee awe ax
yeedat ku.aa.

, ,Aag,aa awe
II haa ha
haa ha xat kamlisei i eek' "
, , daa yaka ,yoo awe a yu.a.
, , tsaag,al'Aag,aa awe

, , , kootsuwch.yaat awe ax
Kach , / . ,. duyoo a oox asl.YU yel.

,tuwaa yatee
yoo shaawat.
Aax dakdei akayeesh

~ I amdi.gax ' •
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yeedadee keid1ee ,yax

" Eeshaan ax eek' " ,yoo.

Ch'a t1e " ,yoox awe kei nagut.

ch'a ,yaa
samduwa.ax

, ,awe we keit1.

,ooteeyeen.
Has ,awuskoowoon ch'u t1e /ya

1ing{t ,ya!..
Long time ago.

Ha
gwa1 , '"1' ka ch'u ' "yoo el. tsu yel.

,teeyeen
, keit1.ayu
T1e he , ./keenax a

ch'u ' , ' "
, ,

t1akw siwe yel. teeyeen at

x'eidei awugoodee.
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"Du jeet ,xat nateenee i eek'

TIel aadei k{ndei ng,waagoodee ,yeo
TIe ch'as , /' ,we keenax a
ch'a daa ,sa
ch'a , kaa daa.adee aadeiya

dugeech.
Ha ' . ,

daa
~yel. awe a ne

he du tsaax'ee.
A x'awooldei ,ageech.

Ch'as ya a j:!.nawe yei axsatIncb ,

TIe ,ya neil
tIe ,ya duo dex'dei.

" I
,gu.aax x'wan.

Yux ,yaa kkwagoot du jeeyeex'
du een ash kakkwalyat i eek'"
,. 'yel. awe a daa yaka ,yu.a.
, , (d' ,Yoo we Yl.nel. awe ,,-akaawadook.

Aagaa , ,awe aa ash shukaawajaa.
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koogeiyee x'wan ,yaach'a ax

doogoo.

TIe s du een kananeek

du een kananeek.
,Yoo ,.gagaan yanax yel xixjee ,ye

adashaan x'wan ax doogoo ya~ has

ayagaaga~e·ech."

Ach ,awe ch'u yeedat dune.

Ch'u yaat'aa sh kalneekdax.

ch'u koogeiyee ,
yoo~ duxeech.

TIe ch'as ,
dultsaak.yoo a yeex at

TIe , ,. xixjee ,yoo gagaan anax yel ye
/ ,. yadux{chchdashaan ya~ yel

,
~'eidax.a a
,ya a x'awoolt ,oowagut.TIe

Ch'a a dayeen han.

ch'a aan , ,awe we keitl
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" Adax , , doogeoaya yaa ax
tIeix x'wan ' . /

"ch'u i jee yel nati
, , ash daa ,yoo awe yakaa

26

x'eidaxwetl~o
du jeet , ,De wootee we xoots.

TIe , , , , ,ya a xan awe at oowagut.
, , ts'as aadei ,Daa sa yoo tsu we
a kooweo

II aadei x'amduwataan.I,

" I ~'aguxdaxweitl ,yu.a
II S'ukkoo~ ,aaxw , "

Ch'a at han.
, ,sa we tsu du dIaak'DaaII anax

II yux woogoot?
We ch'aakw ,I koosteeyeendei

II

ayaawadlaak.
I: ,we yatx'eeTiax at tsu

daxnaxo



"Yaat'aa x'wan (gashi..

,awe ash ee akoo19Uks'

awe du ~'asheeyee.

,ax doogoo yax ya.8.ee~{chnee"
,yoo ,awe ash daa yaka.
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The Alphabet
This story is written in the Naish-Story
writing system.

Lessons and workshops in how to read and
write Tlingit are available to native
speakers as a project of the Alaska Native
Language Center. Contact Dr. Michael
Krauss, Dep't. of Linguistics, University
of Alaska, Fairbanks, Alaska 99701.
a ch h n ts
aa ch' j s ts'

d k s' ,e w
ei dl k' sh x
i dz k t x'
ee g k' t' x
u & 1 tl ~,
00 l' tl' Y

The Vowels
English example Tlingit example

, (thread)a was tas
aa Saab (Swedish car) taan (sea lion)

, (stone)e ten te
ei vein kakein (wool, yarn)
i hit hIt (house)

seek , (belt)ee seek
push , (dime)u gut

00 moon doosh (cat)
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ch
ch "

d

dl

dz

g

8.

h

j

k

k'
k

k'
I

I'

n

s

s'

Consonants

halibut
ch'aak' eagle
doosh cat
dleit snow; white
haa keidlee our dog
dzeit ladder; stairs;

bridge
gooch hill
g,ooch
h{t

wolf
house

ax .(
J an my hand

du his uncle
his forehead

du waak his eye
k'ateil pitcher

raven
elderberry

,naaw liquor
belt

sleek black bear
29



sh shal spoon
U,t te stone

t' t'a king salmon

tl tleik' no
keitl dog
tleikw berry

tl' du tl'eik his finger I.

ts tsaa seal II
I.

ts':C.tskw
I.

ts' small bird

w du waak his eye, rainseew
yaakw boat
du hunxw his older brother
g,aax'w herring eggs
, brown bearx xoots

koox rice
I -dog fleat~x

x' t:c'x' rope
, fish; salmonx xaat

x' du x'e his mouth
x'eishx'w camp robber

y yeil raven, gardentaay, whaleyaay
,wa.e you
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The mark , is written wherever the voice
is high:

ax xaadee my fish
ax xaadee my tree root

, paternal uncleax sanee my
, paternal unclesax sanee has my

, paternalax aat has my aunts
NOTES

All dialects can be written with the Naish-
Story writing system. This story was told
and is written down in the Yukon dialect
as spoken by the Inland T1ingit of Tes1in
and which has m (pronounced as in English)
corresponding to the Coast w

amsikoo = awsikoo
Maa sa? = Waa sa?
haam = haaw

Thus, persons writing Inland T1ingit will
add the letter m to the alphabet.
Another Yukonism of the story is the use
of yei where the Coast has yaa, as in:

yei yageeyee = yaa yageeyee (p. 15)
yei yeedadee = yaa yeedadee (p. 21)

Contraction, vowel length variation, and
"stolen stress" are corrnnonto all dialects:

t1e1 = t1eil; koonax = kunax, - - ~ -aanee but aanee kwaanee, - ,kaanee but kaanee yan
a daa yaks but a daa yaka ye
dult:!n - but du1tin at
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1) the final silent h
2) the silent hyphen is
3) the low pitch marker

high is now written,
is high

4) the values of 3 letters have been
changed, so that all long vowels are
now written double

is dropped
dropped
is dropped; only
wherever the voice

Some of you may have earlier materials
using the Naish-Story writing system, such
as the green Noun Dictionary, the Gospel of
John, or the red and blue reading books.
The following revisions have been made
with the approval of Miss Naish and Miss
Story.

old new new old
(u) a aa (a)

i ee
e ei

(0) u 00

old new
,te

II

b

If
Ii
II

Ii
I'!

danah daanaa
t'uh t'a
ux loh ax 1u
ux keid1ee ax k eLdLee

32





T1ingit Readers, Inc.
c/o Nora F1orendo
Sheldon Jackson College
Sitka, Alaska 99835

or

Michael Krauss
Box 90653
Univ. of Alaska
Fairbanks, Alaska

99701

Publications in this Series
Doo Q,oojee Yeenaadei [The Tlingit
Language Workshop Reader] (sold out)
Dukt' ootl' Taakw K 'wat'ee x·eidax
sh kalneek [Strong Man told by -
Frank Johnson]
Xoots~ X'~y8kU!dli&adee Shaawat
Yeil Naawoo x'eidax sh kalneek
[The Bear Husband -told by Tom Peter]

In Preparation
Sit' Kaa Kax Kana.aa Kaasgeiy
~'eidax sh kalneek [Glacier Bay
History told by Susie James)
!S.aa~'achgook Ixt'ik' tesh l5.'eida~
sh kalneek [!aa~'achgook told by
A. P. Johnson]
Kuhaanx' L s'aatishaa Gaaxee
[Return Speeches from the Memorial
for Jimmy Marks)

Order From

through participating ANB-ANS & YNB camps


