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A!lrakumi 1824-aami yu lu aqaq irr'inarqellria agayulirta Ioann

( J 0 h n ) V e n ia men 0v '. t e kit e I J r u u q Una Iask a m u n n u J iami n e k ir n iami -

nek-l1u midi gl un i . Taukut-gguq ,kingunerluteng kass'alugpiat

nuniitnek p i laql.l t n ek Russia.

Fat her J 0 h n - aq - 9gu q:;:~:;tan'. 9 au r.l u u r.r aan e r min e k at u rt eng u II r u uq

na a qis t e og u I un i-II u a gay u v i 9 mi. .·'C.a..t - 9 9 u q a y u qe n r i I n 9 u uta y u q u -

c i it n eke lie u nqe IIr u u q- - - mas s l l nat, n a u c eta at, el lam a y u que i in)

ungungssit-Ilu. Pilinguaryungqeggluni-llt.J canarluni*. Pililallruuq-
" ~"':

v;

II u s ass I a c u a r n e k y u 9 ri~N(e k ' mTtku n - II u c ik i ute k I u k i .. .>\ . '':'~'.'''-'~

C a q e r I u n iii ani a I a n g' a arc e fa 1.' ..elf min e kay a 9 y u 9 I u n i A Iask a m u n ,
":',." r

*wall' canaluni
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Father John-aq egmian tekicami enelillruuq Aleut-at eneku-

ciitnek (barabara-mek) estuulurkameggnek aqumilerkameggnek-llu

pililuni ellminek.

Tua-i-Ilu elitnaurluni Aleut-at qaneryaraatnek. Taqutuq-lIu

igaryaramek Aleut-at pikaatnek. Kalikaliluni-llu qaneryaraata

ay uqu cl lt n ek . nalqigcimaluni. Tamatum-Ilu kinguakun nauciuq

elitnaurvigmek. A leut-at-Ilu qaneryaramegteggun iganermek

n aaq in e r mek - II u eli tell r u u t .
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Father John-aq ayagalallruuq qikertanun qayakun. Sugtuqa-

pl ar i l rn l (it'ganret arvinlegen cipluki) caperrnarqellruuq qayamun

eklerkaa. Allrakuni-Ilu qulni ayagalallruuq Aleutian Island-aani

qaneryaraqegtaarnek qalarrluni Aleut-aat qaneryaraatgun.

Nun at - II u i Ii i t n ian 9 ut e m at e r I u n j Yak 0 Net s vet 0 v p j II 9 u c i r -

y u 9 a a c a I ia r a k un. Yak 0 - m t u a - i i kay u I a II r u a F at her John - a q

mumigcitaqluku qaneryarakegtaarnek. Quyurmek-liu qavct n e k ,

kalikanek taqutellruuk A leut-acetun.

---. ._-
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yuuyarait . Muri Ikelallrui ellalluut, anuqet ellam ayuqucii,

Fat her J0h n - am- II u kaIi ka I iar a "I ndi c at ion of the Way to _.the

Heavenly Kingdom" taqellruuq Aleut-acetun kinguakun-Ilu German-

aac et u n, French, Russian, Kass'acetun-Ilu. Cali-Ilu taqutellruuq

Catechism-aanek Aleut-acetun.

Father John-am-Itu cat tamalkuita murilkellrui Aleutian-aat

amirlut-Ilu. Elitnauiailrui-liu naunraat . ungungssit-liu. Elit-

naullrui-Ilu 'igaullaki-Ilu Aleut-at enait, piciryarait, yuuciit,

neqait, akluit-llu. Makut-Ilu elitellni quyur r lukl kalikaurtellrui

malrugnun kalikarpiignun. Mat'ukun-Ilu caliarakun Father John-

aq amlleret yu ut nallunri Ilruat R u s s ia - m i E u r 0 p ,e -a ami - II u.

Elitnauraa-Ilu Yako ayallruuq Russia-mun elitnauvsiaryarturluni.
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va i Igat a). Naut e II e r kaa - II u u py ute II r u a t aq I u k u - II u agay u vii m Holy

A scan s ion 0 r tho d0 x Una I ask ami. Tau n a agay u v i k maa - lr pak na pa u q

ak'allaunkacagauluni maani Alaskami. United States Congress -aam

ate r pa9tell r u a tau n a agay u v ik n a II una ilk uta me k " Nat ion aJ La n d -

markv-autuku .
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Umyuartequq-Ifu pingesqumaluki qaneryariurtekaitnek tamakut

1828-aami Father John-aq ayallruuq Nushagak-amun Iilgayami.

Ciuqlikacaarmek nasvallrua qaneryaraqegtaar Yup'ignun tamaani.

y u u t. T u a -i ca Iia r a A Ie u t -a n i q a q i t n ia r art u q , A II r a k u t - " u qui e n

kinguatni tamaklagmeng Aleut-at agayumacingut kass'alugpiartar-

mek, maa-irpak cali tuaten ayuqluni.
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Father John-aq-lIu uterpailgan Iilgayam nuniinun ayagceci-

mallruuq Sitkamun. Tamaani-am ataam ayagninqigtuq, elitnaur-

luni Tlingit-aat qaneryaraatnek igaryaraliluki-llu. Mumigciluni-

flu qaneryaraqegtaarnek yuarutnek-liu.
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S i tk ami u ita ina n e r III i n i a y a II r u u q nun a II u n i, q u y u n 9 q a I r ian u n

kass'alugpianun California-mi. Tamaani Catholic-aartarmek aga-

y u I i rt e m e k tan 9 e r q err a a II r u u q y u u c i r min l . La tin - a at q a n e r y a r a at -

nek tamarmek qantulliniamek yugnikutenguk.

Father John-am taukut nunatellni aturcetaalirraarluki (organ-

aansk: utertellruuq Sitkamun. Tua-i-Ilu 1840-mi ayagniriluni

Alaskarmiut elitnaurvigkaatnek elitnauristekat agayulirtekat-llu.
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c u c u k u ma I u n i-II u a II gil iYau r tell r u u q A las k am u n K a mc h at k a-

mun-llu at'linqiggluni-lIu Innokenty-mek. Elliin-llu c al l upy u-

t e Iir u a n aut e II e r k a a a9 a'yu v i 9 Pi i m St. M i c h ae I' s C at h e d r a I , S ass I a •

tl luku-f lu kuluk'uunarvian aciakun. 1966-ami tauna' aq ay uvlk

eku.a llr u uq taugaam at aarn ayuqiinek naparcillruut maa-i. -,(United
" .

St at esC 0 n 9 res - aam 'at e r pa9tell r u a t a un a agay u v i k n a If una i t k uta ~. ,

mek " Nat ion a I Lan dmar k" - a u I u k u .) I r r ( ina q I u nit auna - P,i f! a r a

sas s vaq, ak'allaat ikuunat, cali-Ilu agayuviim t u k u ut a l anirtuu-

mallruut kenerrnek.
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Tu a- i a II 9 i I,iya u rca mi c u c uk Ii r y u9 n gar i II r u uq agay u I ir t eka mek

Iilgayam nuniini. Cal-i-llu umyuarteqellruuq ,ayagceciyugyaaqluni

cali aqay u l lr te mek Kuigpiim nuniinun. Kitumek-Ilu pillerkani

n a II u n r i tell r u a. T u a~i- Yak 0 Net 5 vet 0 v - aq c iuq Ii kac a9au I u n i n ute m

mak u mi un 9 u I un i ag ay u Ii rt e rfg u rt ell r u u q!
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St. Michael's Cathedral Clock
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Fat her Yak 0 nun a Ii II r u u q Rus s ian Mis s ion - aami Ku i9Pa9 mi.

Yugnikek'ngani-Ilu Father John-aq ayuqeliluku egmian Yup'igtun

qanenermek elicungcallruuq. Igaryaramek t aqut e l lr u uq ellii-Ilu

c iuq Ii kac a9au I u n i Y up' igtun i 9ausn 9 a I ria mek ka I i kamek t aq ute II -

r uuq , Father Yako ayalallruuq qayakun qimugciriuni-llu Kusquq-

vagkun Kuigpagkun-llu igauqurluki kalikarnun tangellni elitellni-

II u . . 1973 - aami - "U tau k u t k a I i kat n at aq u maII r u u t Ru s si an Mis s ion-

aami, kia-gguq maa-irpak mumigqurarai.

•
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Father Yako ayagnillruuq elitnaurvikarraamek Russian Mission-

aami elitnauriluni-Ilu naaqinermek iganermek-Ilu Yup'igtun ----

ciuqlikacagauluni Yup'igtun elitnaurviullruuq! Allat agayulirtet

elitnauristet-liu tekitellruut Kuigpagmun, Sitkamun, Unalaskamun-

Ilu tamatum kinguani. Taugaam agayumalriit kass'alugpiat ayag-

niqarraallran ~agayumacimeng nallunriryugngaat (kangingyugngaat)

ukugnegun Agayutem pistegnegun: Bishop Innokenty (Father John)

Father Yako-Ilu.
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Tamatum kinguani Bishop Innokenty cucukumallruuq Metro-

politan-aarusqelluku (Archbishop-aarusqelluku) Mo sccw-rn i . Una

quyilriaruuq caliaq Russia-m agayuviini.

Tuqullrani-Ilu 1879-aami, tungmagteilruat qunguqegtaaraagnun
,

Zagorsk-imi Moscow-m yaaqsinrilkiini.

Fat her Yako, ak'allaurteqapiarallermini Sitkamun pillruuq,

tamaani-Ilu tuquluni, taugaam qungua Agayutem kiimi nallunritaa

maa-i rpak.

24
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Father JOMVeniamenovand Father YakoNetsvetov

2. In 1824, one of the most amazingmen in the history of Alaska, Father Joann (John) Veniamenov,arrived at
Unalaska from Russia with his wife and family.

Father JaM had been singing and reading in church since he had been a boy. Hewas interested in almost every-
thing -- machines, flowers, weather, animals and carving. Heused to makesmall watches and give them as gifts to
his school friends.

Now he surprised everyone by volunteering to go to Alaska.

4. As soon as Father John arrived, he built an Aleut style house (barabara) for his family, but furnished it with
chairs and tables that he madehimself.

Then he set out to learn the Aleut language. He devised an alphabet and wrote a grammarbook for Aleut.
Later, he started a school whereAleuts were taught to read and write their ownlanguage.

6. Father John travelled from island to island by qayaq.Because he was over 6 feet tall, it was hard for him
to squeeze into the small boat, but he spent ten years travelling throughout the Aleutian Islands, preaching to
the Aleut people in. their ownLanguage.

In the western Aleutians he met a youngAleut manwhowas anxious to join him: YakoNetsvetov. Yakohelped
Father John translate the Gospels into Aleut. Together they printed several other books in various Aleut dialects.

8. Father John's booklet "Indication of the Wayto the HeavenlyKingdom"was printed in Aleut and later in
Gennan, French, Russian and English. He printed an Aleut Catechism too.

Father John noticed everything about life in the Aleutians. He took notes on the daily rainfall, wind, tem-
perature and clouds. He studied the wildflowers and animals. He described the Aleuts, their homes, customs,
families and traditional foods and clothing. Later these descriptions were collected into two thick volumes, and
Father John becamefamous in Russia and western. Europe for his scientific work. His friend and student, Yako,
went to Russia to continue his studies.

9. Father John was also an architect. He designed Unalaska's HolyAscension OrthodoxCathedral, the oldest
standing church in Alaska today. It wasdeclared a National Landmarkby the United States Congress.

10. In 1828, Father John travelled to Nushagak, in Bristol Bay, and preached the Christian Faith for the first
time to Yup'iks. He decided that somedaysomeoneshould comenorth to teach and preach amongthese people. His
work amongthe Aleuts was almost finished. After ten years, nearly all Aleuts had becomeOrthodoxChristians, as
they still are today.

12. Before Father John could go back to Bristol Bay himself, he was sent to Sitka. There, he started allover
again, learning the Tlingit language, devising an alphabet and translating prayers, hymnsand Biblical passages.
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14. While stationed in Sitka, he madea trip south to visit the Russian colony in California. There he met the
first RomanCatholic priests he'd ever seen in his life. By speaking Latin to each other, they becamefriends.

Father John built barrel organs for these men's chapels and cameback to Sitka, where, in 1840, he started a
training school for Native Alaskan teachers and priests.

16. Hewas elected Bishop of Alaska and Kamchatkaand took the newnameInnokenty. He drewup plans for St.
Michael's Cathedral, and built the clock in the bell tower himself. (Although St. Michael's burned in 1966, it has
been rebuilt according to Bishop Innokenty's original plans. Congress has also namedthe Cathedral a National
Landmark.) And, fortunately, the hand-madeclock was saved from the fire, along with nearly all the old church's
treasures.

18. Nowthat he was a bishop he was able to appoint a priest to Nushagak. But he also wanted to send a priest
further north, to the Yukon. Andhe knew exactly whomto send: YakoNetsvetov had becomethe first Native Alaskan
priest!

20. Father Yakomadehis headquarters in the village nowcalled "Russian Mission". He followed his friend's exam-
ple and started to learn Yup' ik right away. He too devised a writing system and was the first man to print books
in Yup'ik. Father Yakotravelled by qayaq and sled up the Yukonand downthe Kuskokwim,writing descriptions of what
he saw. His diary was discovered at Russian Mission in 1973and is nowbeing translated.

22. Father Yakoopened the first school at Russian Mission and taught his students to read and write Yup'ik -- the
first bilingual program! Other priests and teachers cameto the Yukon,Sitka, and Unalaska in later years, but the
Orthodox Christians in these regions can trace the origin of their church to these two remarkable menof God:
Bishop Innokenty (Father John)~and Father Yako.

24. Bishop Innokenty was later elected Metropolitan (Archbishop) of Moscow,the most important position in the
Church in Russia.

Whenhe died in 1879, he was buried in a beautiful tombat Zagorsk, near Moscow.
Father Yako, whenhe was very old, cameto Sitka, where he died, but his gravesite is knowntoday only by God.
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