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This Eskimo Reader introduces a scientific alphabet for the

Kobuk River and Kotzebue Sound area Eskimos. Each letter of
the alphabet is illustrated on pages 37- 41 by pictures, Eskimo
words, and by English words if the sounds are similar.
Each Eskimo sound is always written with the same letter

and that letter is never used for any other sound. This is much
better than the way English is spelled. For example, the sound
a in English may be spelled" eigh" as in "eight", "ai" as in
"bait", or "a" as in "late". And the letter "a" can be used to
spell other sounds, as "a" as in "cat", and "a" as in "father".
So we cannot tell how to pronounc e an English word just by
looking at it. But Eskimo words are spelled as they sound.
Some words are pronounced one way by Eskimos who live

on the Coast and another way by those who live in the Kobuk
River area. In cases like this we have to choose one of the
pronunciations and spell it like that. People who pronounce it
a little differently can read it as they would say it. We do this
in English also. For example, people who come from Texas
pronounce some words differently than those who come from
New York. Yet the words are written the same.
The alphabet used in this book is similar to that being used

by the Barrow area Eskimos. With the kind permission of the
authors, some of the 'materials used here have been adapted
from the Barrow area Eskimo Reading Books called rNuPIAM
U~LU!'jI.

INTRODUCTION

Wilfried Zibell
Summer Institute of Linguistics

1968



ulu

Tunu

2



� __ r__ _ . .... - ~ ~

uluun

Putu

3



siku

Naami Putulu Tunulu?

ittuk.

4

Putulu

Tunulu

sikumi

Sikumi
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Naami ulu?

Ulu sfkumi ittuk .•

Tunum ulu katakkaa.

Sikumun katakkaa.

Ulumik pisukpa?

Ulu uvva.



savik

amik
•

Naami ulun?

Tunu sa vakp a?

Savit1mik savaktuk. •
Putu. "Naami ulun?"
"Naamimi?l1

6



•

Tunu sulikiva?•

Sui ikivak?

Tunu tuttumik ami iksiruk.• •

Savir)mik am i ik sir uk.
• •

Putu sui ikiva?
•

Putu uluutmik savaktuk •
•

Putulu Tunulu savaktuk.
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ar)un
Una arJun.

AY)utim atkaPutu.
•

tuttu

Una Putu tuttutuk •
•

Tuttu 8t')iruk •
•

Putulu Tunulu tuttutuktuk.
• •
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tut
tu >

si
ku >
sa
vi .>

•

a
Dun>

at
ka >•
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nuvi ivak

Irint1uru~.

Nuviivak ti~miruk
•

A r i i !

. .Irl~anun .

Irintluruk ••

Irin~upluni kulviruk.• •

1 0



.. )natch i k
/

Natch i kp a?

Put u na tch i.kp a?

l i , natchi ksuk.• •

Natchiim nikaa
•

nakuuruk ••

Putulu Tunulu na tch i ksuktuk.• •

1 1



- ~- -~- -------

IlSuvich?"

"Na am i Putu?"

. ~. .

Tunu n i p li ksu k ,

p i i t chuk ,
•

Ta t k akma
•

savakpaluktuk."
•

Taamna anun aniruk •
•
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"Tupakkikma."

n Sui iki vi c h ? n
•

P u tu nip I i~ s u ~ J

"Salummaktur)a satkunik •
•

~aaglaan tikitpich?"

"Tikitchut')a uvlaavak."

Putu J "Nan i itkisivich?"

"A Iii tchatkutn i
13

itkisirur)a."



- --~

Naatikkich!
ch

nuvi i ak

natch k- . •

nakuur_~
nikaa•

Tuttu a~iruk. u

Natch ik- uktuk..- . v

14 ..



Ag l ak tuk , "Nuka t chaarj ,

taglukka mikipmiplutik nu~u-
miplutik. taglukpaa~nik pi-
~a~pich? Aglakkumuutin.

Uvat')a Putu."

Su I ikiva?•

Putu ag Iak tuk.

Sumik aglakpa?

taglu

15



- -- - -------~

Kisumik una agna~ ati~a~pa?
Una agna~ ati~a~tu~ Tunumik.
Taamna agna~ agl i k i r uk •
Agnam makpigaat agl i~igai.
Sumik t aapkunakrja agl i k i va ?

Agi i k i p lun l it nak tuk ,
"Agaayutim pi~pagigaatigut."

. .~.

1 6



Una
Kina
Ignigum
Taamna
Taamna
Kataum
~ipmit)a

~ipmi~
I<atak

ignik
•

Kina nuna:

Putum ignilja.
atka?•

. ."-' . .Ignlgum
atka

•
Katak.

sumik pi~a~pa?
~ipmi~a~tu~.

magupman,

~ipmit)a arJiru~.
maguru~.

tupigmin • IanlrUK •
•

17



�~ ---=---~----~~ .

~~. niksik

Agna~ una

suva?

Taamna niksiksu~pa?
Ii, niksiksuktuk• • sikukun.
Kaluk katakhuni . ..Imlgmun
•

Iitya!

18



Naatikkich!

Ulumik pisukP-GL? kik

Ulumik P i _tu~ kak• •

N i k_su~pa? ki•

Katak ~ipmi tu~. luk

Agna~ su I iva?

Tupak_ma. .
Sl

Nani ·itki vich? sik

Tatkakma• savakpa ' - tuk.
•

19



--------- ~--=-----~"---..-

saunik . .

~ipmim tautukkaa

saunik.· Taamna saunik• •

aUrJaru~J nakuuru8 ~ipmimun.

~ipmi~ nigisukhuni
sa un i ~t u ~ t u 8 .:. S.au n i~ t.u ~~am. L:J

nigisuktu~~sul i.

20



ionaik
I •aivik •

Nani i t p a lpna i k ?

l pna i k ipnani i t t uk ,

N . .. k?aarm a I v I, .•

Aivik sikumi ittuk.• •

Suva aivik?
•

Aivik sikumi siniktuk.. . ..



SjPiaani agiina~tu~.

Kina una?
Una-Auma.ruk.

kuugum
ag i ina ~ t u ~ .

Agi ina~igmini ~alu~miglu
paku~tamiglu tautuktu~. ~aluk
igl i k tuk k lp a laum ataagun.
Paku~ta~ si~i%hatitnami nakka~-
tuk i fiukhun i .•

22



'';' .
.,....':"''"' .

k i I I i k•• •

t
i! isimaviurJ?
taamna arJun

itkilik• • •

Taamna arJun
IIisimangitchiga,

itkilik.
• • •

Itki I ik ki II ikaktuk.• •• ••••• Kilik-• •

Jesus n ip l t k s u k , "~ilag1u nuna1u
p iLg i s i r u k , ag1aan u k a l a t k a p iLgu »

m i fi a Lt c h u t . II Mark 13: 31

,23



--------- - ~

Atrigi iksitchi in itna:

aivik •

taglu

~ipmi~

niksik

saunik •

ulu

24



siksrik

• • • •

piksrun

Auma~uglu Kataglu kuugum
sinaani pisruktuk. Pisrukamik,
siksrik tautukkaak. Katak
siksa~tu~ aglaan singitchaa
siksrik.

Taamna siksrik chi i-chi-
chi i k hun i sis im i'nun i s i k t ikt uk.



Auma}umlu Kataumlu nivak-

k aak , aasr i i Pi s iksr ik an i I-
•

g it chuk , Ka tak siksalgitchu~,

aglaan siksrik s i ng i Igitchaa.
•

Auma}uk sisimik nivaktuk,
•

aglaan siksrik pa~ingitchaa.

Nivatitlugu .Sisaa, siksrik

sisikun atlakun ani Igitchuk
• •

chi j-chi-chi ik-huni ••

Siksrigum tupakkik.

26



Tarra isi Igitchuk ••

Auma}umlu Kataumlu utlakkaak
.sisaan i Iakataa• •

.. -aasr I In

nivapsaa~tuk.

Auna-l uk n l va.l al l ak t.uk ;•

Uunaks i Iakam i ,• ••
aasri i-sui i

siksrik pa~ingitchaa.



Tarra tarani Auma~uk
sisimik nivaktit!ugu. Katak
SISlm i lakataanun utikhuni• • •

itchuktuk.• • Akkuvaurak siksrik•

sisikun atlakun ani !gitchu~
aasri in chi j-chi-chiikhuni•
tupalgitchik.

Auma~uglu Kataglu
ini~tu~hutik. a~i!aa~tuk.
Siksrik akimaruk ••

Tarra.
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ATUUN,

Agaayutim a~~utai_,

..,.
1 I l,t s iil a k, -na yu g i k pin l

Lks inak;- -rray ugik p ifr !
I~si1iak, na y u g ik p ifi !
Ann i ~ su u t:i g ~g i km a •

3 I~sinak", n ayu g ik p in!
Il,ts I fi ak, i: nayugikpi'nY
I ~ s.i iia k , nay u g i k pi Ii !
Pi~·atlgigikpin.

2 Lk a y u g rsi-g ik p I'n ,
Lk a yu g isLgi k p fft,
I kay u g i s i g ik p'ift'"
A g aayu n n ipl i~s u~.

(melody: HYMNS, number 3)
(texts: Is3o;-41:19, 13; 43:1; Deut, 31:6)



Inuich sumik pi~a~pat?
Katak

Putu

Itkilik• • •

Suvat?
Aglagin

Aivik •

Katak ~.e-
•

Tunumik

kaktuk.--e ..

kaktuk.--.. .

kaktuk.-_e ..

itna:

ft------Tunum ulu ~

~i pm i~!1

30



1.

2 /~.J~
• /"~' '--..-. ~ ~_ .•. .J'- ..__

<->:

1) Atmun j
a

Sanitmun ----.
1.

2.

2) Atmun J
a

Sanitmun ~

3) Atmun t
a

Sanitmun ---+

1.

2.
3.

Ivi~titagaat

~ .. _-~-

31

a

1.
.
l'

2.

a

1.

2.

a

1.

2.

3.



s aun i k ~

~.'\k u v I u --..-..J.

ua*
kuak~~~~
• •

kuvlua

I k ay uk t i .

Putu . s ava l a I Iakrnan , Katak
ikayua~siru~.
savirJa tigugaa
k i !igaa • Ku v I u a
siruk .

•
Arr i i !

Kataum Putum

su I i kuvluni
aunaaksruak-• •

* .""..""..K u u va I) m 1uta u - n 1k s U 11 u a - n 1k a,! 1S r u k n a ~ t u t •

32



.
al

iyagaich
ia*

tir)miak
•tir)miruk

•

Tinmiak mitchaakhuni,
• •

nigia~siru~. Kataum taamna
tir)mia~ nigirua~ tautukkaa.
Katak iyagar)mik tigusria~sipman,
ti~mia~ tit1iru~. Kataum tit1mia~
mi !uksangitchaa. Taamna Katak
~uviasrungitchu~. I itya!
* .K . til ·11 ik l i 11." ik t i k kt tu u v a n m i u a i < n i SU 1 i a -nl a i s r u na. U •

33



Tunum pan ia pikaktuk uluuramik suli naniuramik.
Anikatiqa t inmiuraktiktuk. Taavruma tinmiurak ilii'iigaa
naniuramun. Taapkuak pikakmifiiksuak kipmiuramik.
Taavruma kipmiuram nigilignigaa tinmiurak. Tarra tarani
Tunum panian uluurarnik miluktigaa kipmiurak tuinagun,
Anikatinan akigaa taamna :t<:ipmiura~ niunagun. Kipmiuram
tuinalu niunalu atnigik, avaalaruk,

.
UI

tui
iu*.nlu

Kiprniuram amsr inuksalha

*KuuvaI}miu~i "Iu 11 -Iu 11 ii11 -Iu at is ruknaktuk,

34
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Taapkua i}uaksakkich
•

itna:

lu a , kuv
mia~, tiY)
m i u , r a k , k i p

.n I , ruk•

yua~, ru~, si, ka,
tuk, tau, kaa
tuk, tit'), rak, .mlu• •

. gaichya, I ,

Naatikkich uka}hich•

Piu~ itna: Putum savi~.
T i nm i ak ni g i a~_ru~.
Kuvlua ki I ik .
Tir)miura~

-----

• •

ili_gaa· .

35

.
nan I ura_e



36



ESKIMO ALPHABET Kobuk River / Kotzebue Sound Area

~

'~~ , An English Pronunciation
, ,Y Guide

a a ma a k .. '. ---------
~z --root .-.-?'CIli!I1 ....

aatkan
·mitten

chnatchik
seal

ivgich ~
grass_~

a g lau n
pencil

g

a g v ik
whale

tagga~
shadow

37

a is pronounced somewhat like
the "a" in the word "father".
Double aa and any other double
letter is held longer than a
single letter.

c h resembles "ch" in "church".

before another consonant is
like "g" in "go".
Elsewhere it is pronounced
much softer as a continued
sound, not as a stopped sound
like the one above.

is similar to "g" above, but
is spoken farther back in the
throat. Between vowels it
is sometimes very soft and
easily missed.
"



h
.

h resembles English "h".

i is pronounced like "i"
in "police".
Next to g and ~ it sounds
like "I" in "sin".

k sounds like "k" in "ski"
or "skill". Itlacks
the puff of air that
follows "k" in "kilt".

resembles English "c"
as in "call".
k, like g, is sounded
farther back in the throat
than k and g.

resembles 11111 in "leave".

ahaalik
Old Squaw

ugiihik
Baldpate

i

k kuklk ~~_
fingernail. ~ .

k uk p ik
willow

I ulu
woman's knife

ka 11un
cup

38



1 1 resembles "I" in
"cleave". It is
voiceless.

p a l u k t a k
beaver

k a m ik l u u k
pants

1
~

'~-
kqPl} ~ <

cut
k i l ig n ik ~

knot

1 is pronounc ed like
the letters "li" in
"peculiar" or
"million" .

m mannik
egg

~

- e!:)------
m sounds like English

"m".

n is pronounced like
English "n".

Ii is pronounced like
the letters "ny" in
"canyon".

1) is pronounced like
the letters "ng" in
"king" .

n n a n uk ~
polar bear! .- ~ i~

~<tcrc£"--

39

ii ifi uk
human being

t i rj m is u u n
airplane

al)un
male being



p

argaich ~r_·~
hand, fingers ~

r

ugruk
bearded seal

s suluk
wing feather*~H?

sr siksrik
ground squirrel

iks rak :; \
• chee~

t tuttu
caribou

u~a~ )
tongue ~

uuktuun .;
a measure ~

~ ---.

u

- 40

p sounds, like "p" in
"spot!'. It is pro-
nounced without the
puff of air that accom-
panies "p" in "pot".
sounds like "r" and
"z" pronounc ed at
the same time.

r

s is pronounced between
English "s" and "sh".

sr sounds like" r" and
"sh" pronounced at

/-::.the same time. Where
/// Kobuk River people
/;/ /' use "s r" between

p,,?,l-:5;/' vowels, coastal Eski-
h ~ mos pronounce "s",
~ (See pages 32-34. )

t is pronounced like "t"
in "steam". It lacks
the puff of air that
follows "t" in "team".

u sounds like "u" in
"rule". Next to g and
~it sounds like "u"
in "pull" or "0" in
"okay" .



iu s iun
ear

v nuviivak v is pronounced some-
fly what like English

"v" but with the lips
touching.

y nauyak is pronounced like. yseagull English "y" in "yes".

ai aivik In the Upper KobukRiver
walrus dialect ai and ia are

pronounced alike, some-
what like "ai" in "air".

ia t in m ia k
goose

au kauk ~. forehead ~ I

ua kuak
. frozen food

ui kugruich. ii and iu are also given
the same pronunciation
at the Upper Kobuk River.
There siun "ear" may be
written s iin.

In some places where coastal dialects
use a "k", Kobuk River people use a
glottal stop spelled " '" as in the
following sentence:

Ani 'ami tautukkaa. "As he went out, he saw it".








