




PREFACE

The stories in this book have been
prepared to help those who have learned
to read Tlingit to become more fluent
in their reading. You will notice that
there is a high rate of occurrence of
such letters as Xl and Xl. This is
because it is found that tnesenon-
English sounds need more practice.

The stories fall into two cate-
gories: those which were first written
by Naatstlaa and Shaachooka, with the
aim of bringing in a lot of the sounds
which need special practice, and then
were edited by a Tlingit speaker, and
those which were dictated by a Tlingit
speake r as his own original tale. Fox
Friend, a Bear Story, and Fire~ Fire~
belong to the first category and the
remainder to the second. The late
Robert Zuboff of Angoon gave all the
original stories and also provided the
major part of the help in editing the
others. Ridicule Totem Pole as origin-
ally given has been shortened chiefly
by the omission of those parts which
contained place names.

More recently, Bill and Emma Davis,
elderly consultants of Sitka; Henry Davis,
Vesta Dominicks, and Jeff Leer, SJC staff,
have done some further editing work on
these tales, particularly with regard
to the spelling and sentence st~lctures.



It is hoped that these tales will
not only provide reading practice, but
will also give some pleasure and amuse-
ment to Tlingit readers. Further, it
is hoped that they might provide the
stimulus for some who can now write
Tlingit to begin to produce their own
story books.
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RIDICULE TOTEM POLE

Ch'aakw , ,aya, L· (longlot shaa x'oow
has oodax'oowjeen. Kaax'wch ,tsu
ch'u ' . has sh ' , Tleilyelo da.uxx oon.
kinaak.at , has oolyeixeen. Yaaatx
dUjigeiyi , , l'ee ka ,at, yaa yaa
kaa at uheinee, chal yeex' ' .ye a

du.uxx'oon yanshukax'. A yeex'
yax at kadulgaayeen ,at ,.ye i,

duwasaakw Ayax , ,awechal. ,ya aant
kaa at, (akgaganlon, ,yaa yanshuka aa

uheinee, ,yaa ,at,ka yaa
, , ,aya yei nexch.

A , , wooch ~unayaadei aantkeeneeawe
aadei yakdahaa , , ,yaa aya tsaa, yaa

nadus.hein , chal yeedax.at ya
Tleix' yateeyi , , keekax'aan awe, a
,. ,

cha l , A , ,yelo aa yatee wei awe at
doogoo , , , ,

j iyawdudzidaa,oowoo awe at
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wei 1tee , ,
awe, aadax akaawajeii.

, ,
Kunax wududz iteen.

FETCHING FIREWOOD

j Lwdud l Lhaa ,

-duigeiyakw.

x'ayaka,

xaach
, ,
awe

awe choosh
Tiax kunax

Yoo

isageynee

ikagaxduteey.

iyatawu
"

I'1 e e ;"

A k' ,ax'
, ,
awe du

,
eex

Ax akawiiyaakw.
,

xat Tieil
xvJsanee.If

yoo x'aditank.
, ,
awe

ku.aa

1
,

xaa
,.we~ • Iax Jeey~s

Yaa kgisagoot ,.we~

Dziyaak ts'ootaat wutuwakoo~,
,
aa

,
te

daankwaaneiyi

Ax j Lnak ,
, ,
awe

,yeo ,
Shunaxwaayee een
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shunaxwaayee
ka xashaa.

teen a
;xwaagut,

kaxwae..aakw.

xwaas'oow. YaxwaadIaak. Yandei
yaa kukanashg{t, ach , ;awe ,aa
axwIixaach. Aax haat wutuwakux.
A shayadaax ; ;awe, ,aa

;Heent xwaax{ch ;yaa a x'aayee.

tsu

, ; ; ; k'eeyeeawe tsaa yaa a
heent xwa1igwatl. YanxadIaak

, t'aanax naashoowu ;yaa a yan,
, ,

kawl.Lxaa l , Ach , ;awe xat awe

; ;awe,
tiax

TIeiI yeewuyaat'ee
; ,

t Le kei xwIig{ch. Tlax ch'aawe,
kunax aadei satuwaheiyi , yeix'ye
, , wujixeen. A yayeidee kaaawe,

Ch'as daax yaa
shayantuIas'uwoo, kei uwagwati.

.. ,wuJl.xl.n. Ch'u t Le wooshdei
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kawtu l.t.xwas ' • Atx , ,awe tle ,.gunaye1
wutuwaxach. Ch'a a , "toox awe haa
x'anaanax yandei yaa f ' •yandag1ch we1
t'eex' tlein. Tleil , ,awe anax

,ye fkOO::;t1. Nandachoon
awe, gunaye L wutud Lxach, A
shuwadaax' , ,awe yawtuwaxach ,yaa
t'eex' t Le Ln , Heinax aanax ch'u

ndugeinee
kaawahaa.

, ,teen awe, diginaax' haa

tle yan yawdig{ch. Heinax ,aanax
ku.aa , ,awe, ch'u heen ,aWQo. Anax
, , . 'awe yawtuwadlaak, yawtooxaaJee.
Ch'u tle kunax ,yaa eey yaa

*Yawtuwadlaak ,yaa haa
eegayaak. K'idein yandei wutuwadux'
yaa haa aasx'ee. *Seiganeen ku.aa
shakdei gaxtudaxaash. Tlax kunax
gan haa shoot fshoowax1x.
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MAN OVERBOARD:

, ,aya wookoox,
du een aa teen. Awe has du
xlanaa , , wudlit'{x' tle. Hasawe
du , yix' eik has , , ,yaagoo aat awe,
heenee daak has , , hasaawatan yaa
du , *Yan ku.aa , ,yaagoo. awe
wudlit'ix'

, ka. Ach , ,yaa geey awe
ch'u ,.gunayel. kukaawa t'ix I •tle has
A

,.we 1.
,kaa. Hu, ,awe

, ,awe kukanat'ix. ,waa yooCh'ayaa
at kudayeigee , ,sawe, de ,yaa geey
dageeygeix' has kaawahaa. Ch'a
yak'udei , , , shaka ch'uawe, yaa aa,
tle , , , ayawdligin.aya a eeteex
Aagaa kutees' , du Waayaa een aa.
yeekunayaat'

, , , , , , keisawe, heennax awe
uwagas I.

, aachAawashaat. Du een

I
wooshaat. Yaakwdei aawaxoo t ' • TieD.
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yei koonale ash jeex' wult'eex'ee
yaa kaa.

LOST HALIBUT HOOKS

Tl'· ,e~nax yateeyi kaa
, ,awe danakws'

daak ,
uwakux,

,Yaa du ,naxoo Slaaxw
S'aatee yei ayasaakw.
ku.aa S'aawan ,yoo ayasaakw.
, , , " ,aya Kanasnoowdax aya daak nakux,

,
~eey woolee

,du naxoo,
Ch'u ,

a

yan ayaawanakw. A

, " ,.goowateiyee tsu aa ye~ aawa.oo.
Waa ,nanee , ,saya a uwakux ,yaa
,eet.

, ,awe adaayaka. "Idu naxoo.
, I' S Ia'axw S' 'gu.aa yax x wall, aatee.

Jikgidagoot aya.II

, ,awe ,tsaa
du ,naxoo heenee yei

Awlikax
awsinee. Yei

akanalgut. " ,awe, wei du
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t{x'ee yei kanagudee. A kat , ,awe
seiwax'akw ,.we~ t{x' a dageeygeix'
tleil wooshee awudoox ' • A , ,awe
ch'u awulkaaxee , , , h . (awe heent s U't<7S~x~x.

, neekw aawat'eL, TIe deiToowoo
yandei ' . uwakUx.gunaye~

FUR-SEAL HUNTING

Wei Ling{t kalshakxee teet tlenx'i,
toode daak kuwuogoowch. Yoo

a
,at wul.oon, nas'k

shakaade aa ka ,yaa du d{x't
,aayee, kunax , ,aya yan has uneeych

jinkaat daanaax sitee. Yaa shakaade

undeech ,unx.
du jitoox at

sheen x'ayeedax
aach ,ayawus.unxayee

, , uneeych. Aadaach oostaakch,awe yan
yaakw daat ooxoot'ch, , , yaakwawe
y{kt ooxeechch. Yanx' sh ,too at

9



dultuw ~ ~ganugun shakaa ~.we~
at undee.
gaduxichch ~.we~ gux'aa. At guxla.oon

~ ,ganugun, yoo kooxeedaa ~akgwa•oonee,
~yoo yaakw ~at kakandulgwatlch.

Shux'aax' ~ayasa.un~:aa Looch.
jeex yaa yakgwaxeexan, aagaa shukaa
daak ~ ,gagud1.n, kooxeedaa undeedax

du jeex nadeich. A
~ ~,yax awe

,yoo x'oon ( (gaaxdust~n~n,
daxadooshu, ka

ch'u nas'gadooshu, yaa jigas.heich
wei x'oon.

ch'u tIe Idakat kut yoo ashulixixk.
Waa yateeyi yeix' jinkaat wanaax'
ajakx, yaa x'oon, tleix' yakyee.
Haa yateeyi kuti ~aa gaaw, a yax

~ deikeex' kuxee. Aagaa ~ ~teeyee, awe
nas'k jinkaat wanaax' aj akx , At
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unt shageogoo, tleix' , ,teeyee yaa
x'eon doogeo nas'k jinkaat daanaax
sitee.

FOX FRIEND

Dleit , kadlaan , ,aa yan awe, at
k'atsk'oo kut wudzigeet aas
gut.cox ' • Kutx ayanahaa yax
yakawdz Lxa t ' . Awdlidees , Kuttsu.

kuwdligaat , k'atsk'oo.yaa yaa at
Ch'as naagas'ei yadee , , awsiteen.aya
Gaataa x'eidax woogoodi naagas'ei
, ,aya. . (

J an
, ,aya

wudlit'ix'• Yaa kut woogoodi at
k'atsk'ooch a ,uwagut.
, , " "aya aawashaat yaa naagas'ei, yaa
du jin wudlit'ix'i. Awushaadee , ,aya,

daax a daa ,.woos.el.x.lasheekw, kaa
,yanas.aa , ,aya,A daa

,wushaadeen awsiteen, , ,aya aax
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awsinook.
k'atsk'oo.
has ,aat,
wu1it'aa.

, , ,Kunax tu1i.aan yaa at
Aa has gugaxee yeit

yaa naagas'ei , ,aya ash
Cha ch'a aax keen.aa

", ,aya tsaa, dei kax has woo.aat.
A y{kx

T1eidaheen
wudzigeet.
, ,aya,

, , ,.aya gunaye1 has uwa.at.
, ,aya, d1eit toodei

, ,aya
tsaa

eek ayaawadlaak.
I , ,ayaawat1n yaa aanax eik has

uwa.adi
woogoot.
yadee.

,
yeo

, ,aya tsaa eekx
Yaa anasnuk naagas'ei,yaa

Has du *ku.oowoot has ,aat,
tlax kunax has du ,toowoo
xoonx'ee. Yaa naagas'ei
tleix du adeex wusitee.
, daa tuwditaan.yax a

. ,81g00 du
ku.aa ch'a
*Du yadee
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A BEAR STORY

Tleinax yateeyi al'oonee " "aya,
guwakaang aa wcokoox ,

"" "aya, heenee woogoot. Yei ashukaawa~p.e
du yaabv tix'ee.

aawadux '

kindei a

xcot.s ka

rtl'oonee

"yaagoo. "tsaa"Aagaadu
"" "yat uwagu t , '\'Ch'a yook'

a yatx'ee awsiteen. Yaa

x'aant uwanuk , t l,e yoot jiwdigut.

, " '. ,axsateen aya wel xoots,

Tlaakw eekdei

a1'oonee.

ayandahan

ayawd i.haan " .wel
Kashix'il'k "ax yaa
"ye, "waa "nanee , "saya, du

oonayee teen yanax yei wdzigit.

Ch ' u t l.e a k'il'oowoo aax wu Li.L'eex ",
Aax wudigoot, tsu " .gunayel ayawdihan.
Eik goat , ,

aya, du yaakw tix'ee

awl.Lxaa.sh t Le a yikt wuj Lk veri ,

Tlcstahv daak ayaw li.t.ak , Ch'a du
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wulil'eex'. Yaa du ,oonayee du shat

t'aax' kux wudihan ,.we~ xoots. Neil
koox , ,awe, du shatch ~'eiwawoos',
,

vJaa
,sas eewatee? , ,age ch'a

daa sa i kage Lx' kawuha?" "Tl.eik'."
Xootsch aya yakwkat xat yawsinak.

aadei koonkaanoogu ,ye. Yaa
ax oonayee a kaa xat wudzigeet.
Ch'u tIe a k'il'oowoo aax

. 'aws~tan, yaa aadax
wuIiI'eex'i a k'il'oowoo. Kunax
aya du toowoo yaneekw, yaa shaawat.
*De ch'a hooch', ch'as , ,yaa oonaa
aya sh x'adaax' atx has alyeix.

FIRE: FIRE:

Daax'ooneenax k'isaanee , ,aya, has
ash koolch'eet'aa gaanx'. Ch'a
yak'udei , ,aya, tleinax yateeyi, aaoh :
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T1ax ,waa

wusiteen ,yaa x'aan. X'awoo1

K· h t faa ( ,e~ as a uwa.~x •

ayakax1akees'eet ,yaa x'aan. At has'.
1ugook , ,awe, ,yaa heen ,yaa x'aan

. , ,Kuxdei yoo
wdinee yaa x'aan. Ch'u has akageejee

ayakawl.Lkf s ' •
, , , heen t1e hasawe yaa
Has ayak1akees'dax , ,aya,

, , h{t s'aatee.uwagut we
, , sh , diteesayu toogaa

anax haat

has du

s'aateech ,yaa
k'isaaneech yoodei gich ,yaa s'eik
k '001leech , ,aya ,at akaw1igan.

T1iyaatge tsu sdoox x'atsaagee a
toot akaawagan.
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,Ldakat kaach , Iheen akaawag1ch. Cha
Yat'eex' yakawdu1kees'ee.

ch'a ,aagaa tsaa yakawlikis'. Yeedat
ch'as s'eenaa sdoox ,atx

Note: *-means open for discussion
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