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I NTRODUCTI ON

This is a story about the way the Nets'i' Gwich'in lived around

the year 1858. This was just after the white men came to Ft. Yukon.

The Indians didn't have guns, and they made all their tools

themselves. Their food came from the animals and plants living and

growing around them.

The characters and story line are fictitious. The names are real

Athapas k a n Indian names, those of actual people who lived in this

area. The entire story is based on fact.
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t rcots yaa
(tr-CS-tse-a)

Father

Deedzii
(d&-dzi!)

15 years old

D it r I i k
(dltr-lk)

Mother

T991iintin
(tC3-en-tln)

14 years old

CHARACTERS

Deets 'e I

(dits-&)

19 years old

Ttha-r Dh~hkhw~jj
(ttha! thah-wi)

T-rl e e V i h til
(t~-a-veh-t!)

G e h I k
(g~ Ik)

13 years old, a friend

II

24 years old 17 years old

v i 'It Gwaatr1al
(vI-It gwa-tr-al)

v ~n deegoo~ h r9 jj
(vin-di-go-zhn)

12 years old 6 years old



oruu t'ucnc tiyaa. T99liintin tsl91

dizhehk'99 n9jj haa Van-choh-vee, Old

John Lake chan oozhjj, geeghaih

nigiindjj. K'eejit khaii gwanljj gwizhik

t'e e vadzaih -tthar tS'eegohoondjj, giyedaa

tr'iheendal eenjit.

T rIo 0 kit tie e z h e h gog w i h i,rt s 9 j j .
Tr'ootsyaa, T99liintin viti', digii

t sya a d9 9 n 9 j j t I ~ h n y ~~ , IIT-tl eev i h til ,

Deets'e', T99liintin, tSl91 Vi'it Gwaat r ia i,

ts'iivii kylaa1ee nizjj kariheentyaa,

ts Tiv l i vaa kwanh t r ta ha hts yaa eenjit.

~j j t tl ~Y n y ~ I vis h r eeChi 00 k Ia i i c h 0 h k h a r a h a h tt h a a , 9w a kat dee r i h eel y aa

eenjit. Juk f 'e e kwanh tr'ahahtsyaa, nan ohotan geh'an.I'
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The month is August. T991iintin and his family have just moved

to a place near Van-choh-vee, also known as Old John Lake. They

wanted to finish building a caribou fence that they had started the

yea r before.

The first thing they did was build a house.----------------- ....T rio 0 t s y aa , T9 9 Iii n tin I s fa the r ,

told his four sons, "T-t1eevihti',

ne ets ie '. T99liintin, and v i '}t
Gwaatr1al, we must look for some

good, straight spruce trees for

the frame of the house. Then

start cutting big squares of moss

to put on top. Now we can build

the ground house because the

ground is frozen. II
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T991iintin va'han, Ditr'ik,

vinjyaa'yaa njjdhan, zheh gwizhit

drin gwiheelyaa eenjit. "Dz~9' jii

aadzii vinjyaa'yaa eenjit

vat'~~hchY'aa, II Ditr'ik yahny~~ .

. "GWjjZjj, II Tr'ootsyaa yahny~~.

"Zhit tS'9jj nihih'aa, dr lrr-tz'an

hee gwizhit nideeshreehee'aa

eenj it. II

zhehgwilts9jj. ~jjt.('~y zheh

gwizhit ah nankat nigjjlii.

"Va dza i h k ' i ina a n a h 100 j l".

ch'adhah-chyah k'eejit ah kat

nineeriheelyaa," T99'iintin 9jj
dijuu ji'kh~jj v tnde eqooz h r a j]
tlahnY99. "~jj ji' j uk khaii

tr'iheedluu kW99 t'oonchy'aa. II

,,-
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T99liintin's mother, Ditrlik,

wanted a window to make the house

bright. "Here, use this caribou

skin for the window, II Ditrlik said.

"Good," sa id T r 'not sy aa , III

will put it on this side so the

sun will shine inside in the after-

noon. "

The house was built. Then

spruce boughS were laid on the

ground in the house.

"When the caribou come we

will I ay new car i b0 u ski n son the MQ~ w.tit"
spruce boughS," T991iintin explained

to Vindeegoozhrpjj,hiS little sister. "That way we won't be cold this

winter. "
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n~jj datthak gwats'a' neelzhii

5

Zheh k'eejit gwiltsSljj. ~jjU"j~ juu

ts'~1 gogw9~h'in.
"cy aa tsee kwan k'it tiinchy'aa,

hee?" T991iintin dlok haa nY99·

Zhat khaa datthak zheh

nihdineegeejil. Ch'ik'eh -daak'a'

nee geefk lin.

"Nehkaa ji' tr'ookit vadzaih-ttha-r

tr iaha htsyaa." T99'iintin viti' nY~9'

~jjtf'9y iidzee ahtsii tS'9' neiilii kwaa,

vadzaih-ttha.r zhit iilok kwaii yaa

haahkhwaa eenjit.

T99'pntin -tyaa gWjjzjj yak'aahtii.
~b

C h 'a n·gwa Its 19' t t h 'a n h aat' 9 h c h Y 'a a.

Tth'an dits'ik, jiinin ts'y' chan

dach'ok. ~jjt-r'y~ tth'an ch'ok aii k'aii
ninjyaa ky'aa'ee tSjj t-r'il haa diyahchaa ..... ..



The new house was finished.

Then everyone stood and looked at

it.

"It really looks just like a

beaver house, h u h ?" smiled

T99 ' i in tin.

That night they went inside

the house. The fat lamp was lit.

"Tomorrow we will start to

work on the caribou fence," said

T99'iintin's father. Then he got

busy making spear points to kill the

caribou that would be caught in

the fence.

T99'iintin was watching closely.

His father used caribou leg bones.

They were narrow, sharp, and

pointed. He then tied the bones to

long, straight willows with babiche.
6
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chik-Iuu dagwakwaiitryaa kat t Tq i l lk.

vru Gwaatr1al tSI~1 v lnde e qooz h r aj] n9jj chan nankat dachan

t Sa I z h e h t lin e ega h a a t~ Ia k h aa t see gee lin.

K h wa i i -d aa k 19 I n a a tt h a a t s I~ I j U U n 9 j j datt h a k n i.rc h u u.

-- --- - -----



Ge h I k , Tor'eev i h t i ' 's w i fe,

Deedzii, T99'iintin's oldest sister,

and Ditr'ik were sewing new 1\ I
caribou skin boots to wear inside

the fence. If old boots were worn

inside the fence, the caribou

would smell people and not go in.

When they had no new boots,

ashes were put on the boots to

take away the smell.

Vi'it Gwaatr'al and

Vindeegoozhr9jj were playing

zheht'ineegahaat-t'ak, a game with

sticks, on the ground.

When the fat lamp went out

everyone went to bed.
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T9 9 ' i i n tin t r ' 0 0 kit v i 9 wit r ' i t
drin gWiteegwaanchY'9~ tae traa
oonjii niljj, gwiheek'9 eenjit.
Gwee-tk'in, ~jjt-t'9~ vahan tthaa
ahvir. Juu n~jj datthak ch'jj'al,
~j j t"" Y ~ t ' e e va d z a i h - tt h a,r 9 i h i11 s ~ jj.

Drin I~jj gwiidhat, ~jjtf'~l
shragwaazhik. Tr'ootsyaa tthar

tr'ahtsii gwats'~' k'eegwaadhat.
Zhehk'aa tik yighaih gwich'jj n9jj
cha n y its' i nyaa.

~----~

BY
connl~
NEWMAN
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T99liintinls first job every

day was to get wood to bu ild the

fire. After his mother built the

fire she boiled ground squirrel.

When everyone had eaten they

went to work on the caribou

fence.

After many days passed the

fence was completed. Ir ioots ya a

was in charge of building the

fence. There were three other

families staying near who helped

him.

10
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Dinjii lat n~jj chan dachan k haq it '{]. Tr'iinjaa lat n9jj chan

dachan ts'iivii-ghaii tS'9' k'aii-t-t'ak kwaii haa -tigiyahchaa. rsuvu-
ghaii duuyeh khan ahjat tS'~1 deeniitrii ts'~' vakat diyaag~j".

Ants'~' dinjii lat n~jj chan ,

t-t'oo-hanshyah k ha l h-ra n nigilii,

ch'aghat tS'f dachan nan z h lt JJJ! t/J4iI
gatthat kat deegiiheelyaa eenjit.

Vindeegoozhr~jj, T99'iintin haa

tr'agwah'in. "Jaghaii t-t'oo-hanshyah

jii dachan kat deerilii?" nich'it-

tsal ch'oaahkat.

"Vadzaih n9jj dinjii t'igjjchy'aa

googoheenjyaa ts'~' giyeelin

needigiheendaa gwik 'eegwigwiheenda i i

eenjit. ~jjt.r'yy vyah zhit q l l h ee l ok ;" T99'iintin ya h nyaa.
"~ y aago goo n z h j j, II ny ~~ t s I 9 ' tt h 'a i i t.r I 0 0 - han shy a h

eenjit tr'an~~gik.

I~jj neehoondal

II



Most of the men cut the poles for

the fence. Some of the women tied the

poles together with spruce roots and

narrow willows. The spruce roots would

not rot and wou l dn 't dry up quickly.

The rest of the people gathered

tussocks to put on the tree stumps

and on poles they put into the

ground.

Vjndeegoozhr~jj was working with T99liintin. IIWhy do we put

tussocks on these s t lck s ?" the little girl asked.

I1S0 the caribou will think they are people and try to go around

them. Then they get caught in the snares, II T991iintin answered.

"Th ats smart, II she said and ran to get more tussocks.

12



Din j iii j jj k w~9 n ~j j c han, j u u t t h a.r kat t r Ia 9 wah lin k wa a n ~ j j ,
vanh dai' hee hikigaazhik tS'91 vadzaih kaiigihi'ik ....~--------------..Drin nihk'iid99 niijuk

gwahaadhat datthak gwjjt'aii

t r I ago 9 wah I y91
• G0 h Chi i t de e tt h at

k h a i n j i h gift s 9j j .
"Nehkaa jih vyah

diriheet-ty'aa, II Tr'ootsyaa yahnY9,9'

"Juk khaii vyah d99 daatin ants'91

d99 Shi'jj. II

V yah k wa i i tt h a-t t s I9 I n a h 9 9 9
n i 9 i i Y iii i , gog w i h e,et r i i k w ~ ~ t s I ~ I

khan vadzaih giheeghaa eenjit.

13



The r ewe rea few men wh 0 w ere n 't
working on the fence, who would go

out very early each day to look for caribou.

For eight long days they all worked

hard. Finally the fence was almost ready.

"Tomorrow we will set the snares Up,·1

Tr'ootsyaa said. "This winter I have

forty -fou r s na res. II

The snares would be set close to the

sides of the fence so killing the caribou

would be easier and quicker.

14
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It i I nih k ' i id 99 t ' a a-tc h y '9 ' , v yah c h ' i h-ta k h a -tt s y a a e en j it.

Tr'ootsyaa vizhehk'99 n~jj gooti' .fyaa dinjii chil'ee niljj
gaagiindaii. {yaa gWjjzjj gook'aahtii.

Gwizhik dinjii n9jj gY9h digit-t'uu. T99'iintin, Vi'it Gwaatr'al,
goojyaa Ttha-t Dhahkhw~jj n9jj haa nagaazhrii.

~ Joanne Peter
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To make one snare eight babiche were used.
\

Tr'ootsyaa's family knew that their father was a rich man. He took

very good care of them.

While the men were setting the snares, T99'iintin, Vi'it Gwaatr'al,

and their friend, Tthar Dhahkhwaii, went hunting.

16
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T9jh tah gahaajil tS'91 k'99 gwinjikgwats'91 geedaa akhai' khan

h e e. • • II A h h h. Y eez he e t s Iii vii tie h t s lit d hid i i !II Tt h a,f" Dh a h k h w9 j j daadz i t

tSI~1 t'iny".

II S h h h. Vat s I~ I t r Ia h 00 j ya a. Ga-t nee h i h chi k t 100 n c h y Iaa , II T99 Iii n tin
\

ya h ny~~.

Khai' tSI~1 ts'it eeghaih nich'idzigjj'5Ijj. T991iintin yikii-tth'an

i-tkhaa. ~jjt-tl~~ yidreeghaa n ittaa tSl5l1 yee-tkhw9jj.
II I tie e nat s I9 ~ tee t S h a han -rya a t s lit Chi 0 0 e e n j its h 0 0 h eel y aa

t'iinchy'aa!" T991iintin ya h nyaa.
Ts'it Ch'OO giihee'ee tSI?1

dagogwac h 'aa kat k 'e eq i i haa h kaa.

~jjtf'~~ k'iitthan k'99 gwinjik
gwats 19 I t r lin eegeej i I. Daag99 t ik

khan hee k'aii tee gwits'an niinjil.

T991iintin gihi-tkhaa. Gaa Vi'it

Gwaatrlal -tyaa khan khaghal. Dik'i'
k'i-ttai' kat n jjz haa tSI~1

y u una h d h a k . Chi i h fa k i Ida i i. .



They were walking over a hill and down to a creek when suddenly

Tt h a-t D h a h k h w~j j w his per ed, II A h h h. The rei s a .p 0 r cup i n e u n de r t hat

spruce tree!"

II S h h h • Let's g o. I h a v e a s tic k, II S a i ~ T99 ' i i n tin.

Very quietly they crawled close to the porcupine. T99'iintin hit it

over the head. Then the artery to it's head was broken and it was killed

"Qh boy! My mother will be happy to get these porcupine quills!"

exclaimed T99'iintin. The porcupine quills would be dyed and sewn on

their clothes.

Then they continued walking down to the creek. Three ptarmigan

suddenly flew out of the willows. They scared T99'iintin. But Vi'it

Gwaatr'al was quick. He put an arrow in his bow and he let it fly. He
shot one down.

18



IIT t h a-r D h a h k h w 9 j j , dz a a. Nan j i ida a 9 9 9 t s Ia nan I j j. D i i k h wan

~jj ts'it tr1ii1jj t'oo n chy 'aa.:' vru Gwaatr1al ya h n yaa , gwizhik daag99

yant.tl~ hch jj.
IIM a h s j I , II T t h a..f' D h a h k h w9 jj yah n y 9~ . II Daa 9 99 ;f'yaa vee t I i h t han.

Vinjyaa-dhah s h lj u u veenjit vizhihihshol. ts'91 c bHqh oo h arts yaa eenjit. II

Juu n1jj datthak shoo niljj . -tyaa qco d lve eqwjj nz l ' tSI~1 gWjjzjj

nigilzhrii.

D r i n 9 w j j d hat ~ j j t-rl ~~ k han he e din j i i va dz a i h e en j it k hac h loa a Iy 9 I

n9jj t9jh choh ts ian kliid99 neegaagal.

"Vadzaih Iyjj a naI! Vadzaih I¥jj ahlal!lI gwjjt'aii ginY9}·

.... ....... ~~~ ..;;;;;;~iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii=:;;;;;......;._ .... 19
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~--~
sister." ~ 1,. f'

Everyone was happy. They had! _? .a ~~~_:;;;;;;;,.., ......~
-:?? it ,...~

had good luck and a good hunt. .:--
c< -

The next day the men who '-'. =;-'-
c:. ~~

were looking for caribou came --->~«»running down from a tall hill.

"Lots of caribou are coming!

Lots of caribou are coming!" they

"Here, Ttha-t' Dhahkhw9jj. You

can have this ptarmigan. We have

the porcupine," said Vi'it

Gwaatr'al, while giving him the

ptarmigan.

"Thank you," said Ttha-t'

Dhahkhw9jj. "I really like

ptarmigan. I will blow up the crop

inside to make a ballon for my

said strongly.

20
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Jii drin t'ee juu datthak geenjit nagogol'in t'oonchy'aa. Dinjii
tr'iinjaa n~jj dagats'an shruh neegoonjik, dagakwaiitryaa k'eejit
zheegee'yuu tS'~1 tt har tS'9' tr'agal g9hjil.

T99'iintin voondee neekw~jj n9jj digiyehkhan haa gahaajil. Deets'e'
tr'ookit veenjit gwanljj.' T99'iintin govaa h o ih s h l ' jjdhan gaa vaghai'

n ltsya '. Tr'iinin tsal n~jj eenjit gogwaanjat t'oonchy'aa.
Vadzaih I~jj ah'al d~j', tr'iinin tSI~' ch'anjaa n~jj haa khik

kwank'it geelk'jj. T99'iintin vitsyh tSI~' vitsii n9jj haa nigjjnjik tSI~1
Drit vizhehk'aa n9jj t'ee qonts u h tSI~' gootsaii n9jj oo'~~ gahaajil tS'91

giihaadilk'jj. Drit vigii n~jj chan oo'~r gahaahil.
T99'iintin tS'9' tsyaa-tsal vaghai' adhaa n9jj duuyeh ch'aagihijyaa

ts'~' t'ee tseegee'in. Tr'ookit t'ee ch'aghat avee vadzaih ji' gwich'in
lat goonjik.

"V i ' i t Gwa a t r ' a I , nan va dz a i h Jj Ijj . T9 9 Iii n tin t s I~' s h j j n J jj h a a
naazhrii tr'iheelyaa," Ttha.r Dahahkhw~jj yahnY~9·

21 .



This was the day they had all waited for. The men and women

got their caribou bone spears, put on their boots, and ran to the

fence.

Tp9'iintin's two older brothers went with his parents. It was the

first time for Deets'e'. T99'iintin wanted to go too but he was not old

enough. The fence was too scary for small children.

The children and old people always stayed in camp when the

caribou came. T99'iintin's grandmother and grandfather were dead so

the grandmother and grandfather in Drit's family came over and stayed.

Drit's children came, too.

T99'iintin and the boys his age couldn't go and so they played.

First they got a piece of gray dried wood that looked like caribou

horns.

"Vi'it Gwaatr'al, you be the caribou. T99'iintin and I will be the

hun t e r s , I' Tt h a.r Dh a h k h w ~ jj s aid.

22



J i i ~y aa t sy aa - t s a I n ~jj
giyaatsee'in giyeet'iindhan. Nitch'it-

tsal n9jj gaa tseegee'in

geet'igiindhan gaa ch'adhah

eetr'agogwah'in tSI~1 tr'iinin tsal

chan k'eeg~~htii haa googwitr'it

gwanljj.

J u u n ~ jj da tt h a k tt h a-t ee9 h a i h

geelk'ji.

"Khan t'akho'in! Ttha-t eeghaih

nahg99 nohjyaa! Ditr'ik, zhik

ts'iivii eeghaih nahg99 n!jdhat.

Vadzaih I~jj ah'al tS'91 gwjjt'aii

gah'al t Tql ln c hy taa ;" Tr'ootsyaa

gwjjt.rloo t'iny~~.

Tr'ikhit vadzaih 19jj tS'91

juu n~jj datthak tt h ar tS'91 nahg99

neelzhii. Jyaa digeezhik kW9J ji',

va dz a i h 9 0 va ago 0 h a h Ia I t)o-~ 1'r\-\t

t'igiinchy'aa.

-
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This was a game that the boys loved to play. The girls liked to

play too but they were busy working with skin and watching the little

children.

Everyone else was at the fence.

"Quick! Get close to the fence! Ditr'ik,

tree real close. There are too many caribou

fast, II com manded Tr'ootsyaa.

There were so many caribou

to the fence. If they hadn't the

stand by that spruce

and they will be coming

that everyone had to get very close

caribou might have run them down.

24



JOyce

T rio 0 k it va dz a i h V yah z hit d hal a l ', 1'yaa j u u n ~j j datt h a k s h 00

i.rts 9 j j.
Ditr'ik ryaa digii tsyaa n~jj eenjit tr'igwidii. Goov~1h'in kwaa.

Gaago 0 til -rya a 9 w jj z jj gee 9 0 V eert i n 9 aand a i i.

NHyuk gwahaadhat kW~9 tS'91 t1ee vyah lat vizhit vadzaih dhaI9j'.

Goolat n9jj goojjl vyah zhit

nideelchaa tSI~1 goolat n~jj chan

gook i I dha I~ j'. Gaa gw jjtsa 1

n jjyuk gwa haadhat ~ jjt"'I~~

t'ohju I hee vadzaih lat n~jj

t'ooh.tjj n ee h lr''uo.

IItYaa va dz a i h Chi i hro k

din ani ilk lit ts IJ I j U uti n Chi i h-Fak

gwanli' daatin ~~chY'9~ niljj!

GW99h'in ... diivyah zhit tik

daatin ants',1

van c h 0 h - n a k '9 h - z h a k -d hit in

t r Iaa 19 j' -te e !II !rio 0 t sy aash 0 h .

haa azhral. ITr'agorohl,I."

25



The first caribou caught in a

snare made everyone happy.

Ditr'ik was worried about her

sons. She couldn't see them. But

she knew that their father had

taught them well.

Soon most of the snares had

caribou in them. Some had their

antlers tangled and some had caught

their heads. But the rest of the

caribou didn't leave for a while yet.

"There must have been at least

one hundred and fifty caribou!

"Look •.. we caught thirty-nine in our

snares!" shouted Tr'ootsyaa joyfully.

"Let's get to work. II

26
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Deets1e' tSl91 T.r1eevihtl haa ltee digiyihkhan eeghaii gii/k'jj.

Dee t s Ie I Chi i h~o k 9 aa va dz a i h - tt h a-t ee nih ee k w9 ~ t s I9 I d i til ee 9 h a i i

nahgwan dhidii, v lt l ' jidii haandaii datthak e qwa h aae e eenjit.

"-tyaa gWjjzjj gWik'eerah~~htyaa gwizhrjh, chleek~jj nan kat

t'Ir l h e e lyaa kW99 eenjit. Vadzaih tth'an shyh haa gWjjzjj hoohkhwaa

9 Wi z h r j h , 9 w j j t.f I 00 Chi eek ~ j j vat S Iant I i h eel y a a k w9 9 e e n j it. Chi e ek a i i

'yjj oozhok t'irin/ik J!'. vadzaih duuyeh oolr~ neegwaah'in t'inchy'aa."

J i ida tt h a k Dee t s Ie I v i til 9 w jj z jj y aa 9 wi/ da k. G w i kj h d~j I datt h a k

gWiitthlak gaa juk .ryaa gWjjzjj giky'aanjik.

Dinjii /at n9jj vadzaih gaghan gwiizhik goo/at n9jj chan k'aii

k h a i h-ta n nag a h j ya a . J i i k wa i i tt hate h Iathe e 9 w j j z j j nan kat n i 9 i Y i / ii,

giikat vadzaih nahahl~9 eenjit. Vadzaih ch'ih-tak gaa ttha-t' zhit nagahl9~

kW~9·
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Deets'e' and T..f"eevihti' were by their parents now. Since Deets'e'

had never been to a caribou fence before, he stayed close to his

fat her sot hat h e co u I die a rna II t hat his fat her k new.

"We must be very careful not to get blood on the ground. You

must kill the caribou with the spear so that very little blood comes

out. If we get too much blood around, the caribou will not come

back. II All this Deets'e"s father explained to him. Deets'e' had heard

it all before but now the words really meant something.

The men killed the caribou and carefully carried them outside the

fence. All the caribou were laid on willows to be cut up by the

women. Not even one caribou was cut inside the fence.
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Tr'aatsyaa digii tsyaa neekw~jj oazhrH. "Dinjii neekw9JJ .9hjii tSIP.1
tt h a.... z hit t S 19 I gee lin k wa i i h a a d a tt h a k s h r i i t r lin e ega a h Ia i i. N i j inn a n
kat c h ' ee k a ii no h ' in d~j' . k h 0 h t ' i its 'j' tt h a.j- e h 'ok n jj y it he e n 99 h../'jj.
Nya' nizjj oal~~ nao'aii tS'91 nijin nan khoht'uu gWjjzjj k'itinooh'aii.
Khan t'akha'in. Khaa gwatslJI nahg99 gWilii."

Juu nJjj datthak gwjnt'aii gWitr'it t'agogwah'in gwiizhik chan khan
t'igii'in. Vadzaih datthak shrigjjnlik. Zhehk'99 n~jj goateegogwaahchy'aa
t s 19 I nil j j a a Iand i9 i z h e h 9 wit s lee 9 i h i.rt sit
tS'91 dagadraa kat deegiyilii.

Tr'ootsyaa vizhehk'~~ n~jj k'aii datthak
gi.f'k'in ts'91 nijuk datthak gogwaah'yr'.
G w jj z jj nee gag w i{t s r j j j i lee n j itt s 1.9I c han
vyah datthak tineegogw9~h'Y91, gWjjzjj
din e e 9 iYa a t-tl j j j i lee n j it.

l z h lk gwandaa khaa gwanljj, gaa too
oozhrii adrii tSI~1 gWjjzjj goovaa gweech'in.
Zhat drin .ryaa juu n9jj datthak goovaa
ShrigwjjnchY'91.
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Tr'ootsyaa called his two

sons. "I want you to get two

more people and clean inside the

fence and all around it. When

you see any blood on the ground,

cut out the moss and take it

far from the fence. Bring back

good moss and put it back neatly

where you cut out the ground.

Hurry now. It's getting close to

night time. II

Everyone was working hard

and fast. They saved all of the

caribou. Each family took meat

back to their house to put it

in their cache. 'Di{poa H-a tOh~~:""';';~~---~~--"I
Tr'ootsyaa's family burned all the willows and made sure that the groun

was clean. They also checked all the snares to make sure they were set.

By then the night was late, but the moon was bright so they could

see easily. The day had been a very happy day for everyone.
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Vadzaih-ki1 heechyl9~ eenjit k91 ehdee ne eqa ht ta l l. Niljj chan

gahvir. Ch1itsik chan ga.r haa q l ltac haa h ve e , giihahchY'9~ eenjit tsl91

c h Tts i ik chan gahvir.

Chligiheel9~ gwatsl91 chan hagigeedi', "Shih goonjik eenjit datthak

man s ] ';." ginY~9.
Juu n9jj datthak -tyaa gWjjzjj neech1jn1al! Ch'anjaa n~jj gogwaandak

gwiizhik t ri ln l n n~jj k91 eelin tseegii'in.

<:::-------------
----------...:""-::::.5 ~ r-c:-..s<~::----===---__ _=_---__ z::::---~~~:~~

--------..:>~------.:=:::>:::::::
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The women hung caribou heads over a fire to cook, boiled meat
and intestines, and hung ribs on a stick to cook.

Before they ate they prayed. "For all the food we have taken,
thank you, II they said.

What a feast everyone had! The old people told stories and the

children played around the fire.
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juu n~jj datthak hikyaazhii. Dinjii lat ngjj

Goolat n~jj chan kwank'it giilk'jj, niljj

Nihkaa vanh d~j' hee

chan vadzaih kineegohoojil.

tr'eegiihaht'ii eenjit.

"T99Iiintin, nan tSI~1 Vi'it Gwaatr1al n~jj haa Deets'e' vaa dachan

9 h j i i. Nil j j ee n j i t ChI a 9 ~ j h k lit v a a 9 war a h a h t sy aa ee n j i t, II V i til j Y aa

n y 99. II S hac h Iad h a h t r I i h c h 00 a-tt s i i ve h da a t r I i h i h n da I , nil j j 00 t t han

d r a h t s I~ I nee h i h~ aa een j it. II

"Nijin ji' hinhaa?" T991iintin c b 'oaa hka t.
"Nijin niljj dhagjljj jil,11 viti' yahny~~.

"Khan naa h ihs hyaa lee t'uon c hy'aa ?" T991iintin yuaahkat.

II Gwi ChI i n r 0 h. D r a h s h aash r i nee h j n Iya a."

~j j .ry aa T99 Iii n tin s h 0 0 dee.-tts 9 j [, ChI a d h a h t r I i h c h 0 0 z hit nee hid i k

.ry aage et I j j n d han. Gaa ChI a d h a h t r I i h c h 0 0 -rya a 9 w j j t~ I00 v i t 'e e 9 w9 ~h c h Y Iaa

kW~9' han k'iidj' tS1JI geetee van kat eenjit qwlz h r jh chan.
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T he n ext day eve r yon ego t u pea r Iy . S 0 me men wen t 0 u t t 0 I00 k

for more caribou. The others stayed in camp to cut the meat.

"T99Iiintin, you and Vi1it Gwaatr1al go with Deets1el to get poles.

W e h avet 0 ma ked r yin g r a c k s for the mea t, II S aid the i r fat her. II I I m

going to finish making a skin boat to take some meat down to our cache. II

"When will you go?" T991iintin asked.

"When the meat is dried," answered his father.

"Can I go with you?" asked T99liintin.

"Maybe so. You can help me fix -the cache."

That made T991iintin happy. He liked to go in a skin boat, but

his peo pie did n '! use boa t s m u c h ,on Iy tog 0 d ow n r i v era n d

sometimes on a lake.
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Gwiizhik khaa hee ch'adhah tr'ihchoo dachan kat tr'agwyh'in.

Vigii tsyaa cheegohoo'oo 9jjt-f"~9, ch'adhah tr'ihchoo eelin ch'adhah

k'aahkaii. Vadzaih choh dhah nihk'iitik t'99chy'aa, ch'adhah tr'ihchoo
c h • i h-ta k h a h t s ya a ee n j it.

"Vindeegoozhr9JJ, tth'aii tseenjyaa k'ih-kh9jjdoo oiinjii gaa nahan

vagwadal kwaii shrihtoinlyaa s h r o ', II Tr'ootsyaa ya h nya a,
"Jf 'yaa , khan ch'itS'ihihjyaa lee t'oonchy'aa? Ch'adhah tthah

t Iaa-tc h y Iaa 9 aa c han da i i t 100 n ch y Iaa," Vi n dee goo z h r ~ jj yah n y 99.

II Na k w~~ , j i i Chi a d h a h k wa i i -ry aa da Chi at t ' inc h y Iaa," T r ' 0 0 t sy aa
ya h nY99.

" N i j i n 9wa t s Iant t h Ia-tv i t i h d i I 00 d h j j n j i k , Chi a d h a h t t h a h ee n j it? II

VindeegooZhr9jj yahnY99·

" Van c h 0 h kat. 0 e et s I e Ish r e e n y 9 9 d9 j' y ee;f'kh w9j j t ' inc h y Iaa. "
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Tr vcotsyaa had been working on

the skin boat frame in the evenings.

After his sons left he sewed skins

on the frame. He used six bull

car i b0 u ski n s tom a k e the 0'n e ski n

boat.

"v in de eqccz h r aj], go find more

sinew but dori 't mess up your mother's

things, II said I rcotsyaa.

"Dad, can I help? I know how

to use the awl, "v inde e qooz h r a j] asked.

"No, these skins are to tough,"

Tr'ootsyaa answered.

"Where did you get the loon bill

for the awl? II Vindeegoozhr~jj

questioned.

"On the big lake. De ets ie ' killed

it last spring. II
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"Tth'an gaa n iz ] ], gaa t s iatv lt ihdi' Jjj gw~ndaa dach'at. Ako'

tlee khan oua n hjnhaii tS'91 k'ih-h9jjndoo oiinjii. II

Vindeegoozhr,jj tr'aangik, yuuheendal eenjit.

Njjyuk gwahaadhat kwaa ts'91 tsyaa-tsal n~jj dachan haa 00199
nee gee j i l. Chi a 9 ~ j h - k lit k 9 lee 9 h a i h gog w i-tt s~ j j , nil j j .ra t vag wah J ~ n da i i

eenj it.



"A bone is good too, but the

loon bill is stronger. Now go and

get the sinew. II

Vl nde e qoo z h r a l] ran to get it.

Soon the boys returned with

the poles. They built the drying

rack by the fire so the meat

would taste smokey.
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G e h I k nil j j t r Ia h t Iii t s 19I -ty aa v i 9 wit r lit 9 wan Ij j. T-1'1eevi h til

tS'91 Deets'e' n9jj niljj ch'ag9jh-k'it gwakat deegilii.

Dee dz i its I9 I da han n 9 jj h aa c han -rya ago 0 9 wit r lit 9 wan Ij j ,
kiit-t'eegwat gahtsii, tth'an giyaaheetthat tSI~1 ch'aghwaaghwai'
giyaahahtsyaa eenjit.

"Deedzii, k'aii nanchoo ~hkii agw~h'aii. Shjj 9jj ts Tlvl l-qh a l i tSI~1

kii kwaii haa oohjhndal," vahan yahnY~9.

Tr'ookit Van-choh-vee qwats ian k'eegiidal d9j' Ditr'ik d lt s t l tv i i-q ha i i

datthak chyy zhit yjn l i i. Jii te e datrok ya hj], n rj i n giyjjndhan d~j'

t-ty'ah giihaa'yaa eenjit. Ts'iivii-ghaii te e kii, dachan kat gigiihahchaa,

t-ty Ia h een j it 9 i it I~~ he h y Iaa.

Deedzii k'aii oonjik ~jjt.fl~~ yatr'an gwjjtsal k haqwa h tu u tS'91 kii

eendih n e eyaa n dce.
"t tee ni'~~, nan d~hchaa .. Nan ~ji s ha n daa gwjjtlaii dah~hdhyaa

t'inchy'aa. II

K i it-t'eegwat 9 i-ttsf jj ~jjt"'lr~'

ddhak heelyaa gwatslyl giyatthat.

n i h-ra n j i i nee gee Ia Its lSII tt h Ian j i d i i
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Ge h I k was bus Y c u tt i n g the mea t. T.;f'"eev i h til and Dee t s I e I hun g

the meat on the rack.

Deedzii and her mother were busy making a sledge hammer to

pound bones with to make bone grease.

"Deedzii, find a willow as big around as your thumb. IIII get

the spruce roots and rock, II her mother said.

When they had first come to Van-choh-vee, Ditr'ik had taken all

her s p r u c e roo t san d put the min wa t e r. T h-i s k e pt the m s 0 f t sot hey

could use them for rope any time. The roots would be used to tie

the rock to the stick.

After Dee dz i i got the wi 110w , s he cut it a I itt Ie In the mid die

and then bent it over the rock.

IINow Mo the r, you tie i t. You can tie itt i g h t e r t han I can. II

When the rock hammer was made they took turns pounding the

bones into small pieces.
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Vindeegoozhr,ii t'ohju' hee diti' A'f'l~-e..\CA- Pe+e.r
k I i h - k h 9 jj n d99 e en t-tl e i i n Iii t s 19 I

dahan tSl91 haazhii. Tth1an

vit'eegw9~hchylaa kW~9 hadaahzhii
nah '!n.

"Nil~~, jii kwaii chan

t'99hchy'~' jaghaii?" yahnY~9.

III izyy geh Ian reh. ~jj tth Ian

kwaii vitee khwaii kW~9 tS'91

duuyeh khwaii I~jj tr'ii'jj

t'ccn c hy'ae , II vahan y ah nyaa.

"Ft h ta n c h iaqwat eelin t'Incnv 'aa

zhrjh t'eegw~9hchY'aa. Vat.f'lan

tth'an aii haa nigwirii'aii kwaa
t'oonchy'aa. II

Kiit-t'eegwat haa tth'an datthak

gaatthat. ~jjt.fl~~ chuu zhit
giyahvit.
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Vindeegoozhr9jj had just

given her father the .sinew and

walked over to her mother. She

saw a pile of bones not being used.

"Mother, why do n"t you use

these too?" she asked.

"Because they are no good.

Those bones have no grease, II

answered her mother. "O n ly the

bone around the joints is used,

not the bone in the middle. II

Ditrlik broke the bones with

the rock hammer. Then she

boiled them.
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Ditr'ik shih-tyah-choo t'aahchy'aa, yizhit tth'an ahvir. Tr'ootsyaa

vadzaih-kyaa g9jh yit'jj haa'~jj. Gwichyaa-zheh ch'adhah niht'jjrihilii

gwatslan yuunjik. Ditr'ik ~yaa

y eeChi iii n.

Ch'aghwaa-khwai' it'ee nizlj ~jj
gwandaa te e Tr'ootsyaa ch 'adhah

tr'ihchoo shrinlik tSI~1 tsyaa-tsal

n9jj chan niljj datthak deegaadlii.

Ch'aghwaa-khwai' ch'ihdheeghwat zit

giyjjnjaa, gwit-t'ee gwats'91. Niljj

g~jh haa giihee'~~.

Datt h a k t s I~ I goo z hit 9 w i-tt s I i k.

Juu n~jj datthak dachan k'ik di'jj

tth'an-chu' giyaaheenjyaa eenjit,

Ditr'ik zhrii nakw9~. Tr'ootsyaa

d i vii - j i Its Ia n Chi i j ilk I i k Yeel i.rt sJ j j .
of: Yaa y i h i-t lee. Din j iii 9 j j n 9j j ky aa

divii-ji' k'ik di'jj kW9j·

o

DroWh by
Jco:nne. 'Pe:+er
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Ditr'ik used a big, food pan to boil

the bones in. Tr'ootsyaa had traded dried

caribou tongue for it. He got it from the

fur traders In Ft. Yukon. Ditr'ik was

very proud of that pan.

By the time the bone grease was

ready, Tr'ootsyaa had finished his canoe

and the boys had hung the meat up to

dry. Ditr'ik put the bone grease in the

small stomach of a caribou and saved it

for later. The bone grease would be eaten

eaten with dried meat.

They were all hungry. Everyone had a wooden dish to drink the

bone juice with, except Ditr'ik. Tr'ootsyaa had made her a dish from

a sheep horn. It was a very special present. Not many people had a

sheep horn dish.
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II J i i 1'y aage h da a k w9 ~ n i Z j j ! I'

T99'iintin yahntH, gwiizhik dadachan i
k'ik oonjik tS'f tth'an-ch~' fJ
eech'iintthaii. Njjyuk gwahaadhat kwaa

tSI~1 juu n~jj datthak ch'anagoho'al.

Orin hee gW~jtsal gwjJndh99 tS'9
1

Chiit9jj hee vikeech'ag9hchy'99.

GWit-t'~~ gwjjnk'oo' na qwaa n aj] ji'

zheh gwizhit vikeechlagah~hchyI99.

Z h e h 9 w i Z hit -ry aa .fa t 9 w i h eel y aa .

Oatthak ch 'igin 'a l t-t1ee zheh

gwizhit nihdeeginjil.

Tl'leevihtil ch1ik1eh-daak1jll

n e e-tk lin . T rio 0 t s y a a j u h too

shriitr'ichii, ch'adhah tr'ihchoo yaa

ineech'ahahtthak eenjit. T991iintin

.c han Chi i h -ta k daa t S i i.

45 .



"This is the best!" exclaimed

T99'iintin as he took a d l s h tu l of bone

juice. Before long everyone was full.

The days were still a little bit

warm so all the cooking was done

outside the house. Later when the days

got cold they would be cooking inside.

The house would be very smokey then.

After they had eaten they went

inside the house.

T.f'"eevi h t i ' lit the fat I amp.

Tr'ootsyaa was fixing a pole that he

would use to guide his skin boat.

T99'iintin was fixing one, too.
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IIVa dz a i h t s a Ish a t s Ia n kat h a-tt sya a, II T9 9 Iii n tin a d Iaa' t s I~ I t lin y ~~.

".t Yaa nag wad 9 9 t s i I n i z jj j n I j j, II T9 9 Iii n tin va han ,ry aaye e Chi iii n

tSI~l t'iyahnY9~. "Yee ndaa ji' -ryaa niti' vik'it t'ihiinchy'aa t'oonchy'aa."

Njjyuk gwahaadhat kW9~ tS'91 te e niljj dhag~jj tS'91 te e T991iintin

ts191 diti' n9jj haa han-di' gihee'al geetr'igogwah'in. t te e gaha'oo

gwizhik dinjii k'iidaa gootsl91 tr'aangik. VADZAIH L~JJ AH'AL!



6do'oy
6i\bert

"I think I will make a little caribou on mine," smiled T99liintin.

"You're quite an artist," said T991iintinls mother proudly. "Later

on you will be like your father. II

Soon the meat was dry. T991iintin and his father were getting

ready to go down river. Just before they left a man came running

towards them. LOTS OF CARl BOU WERE COMING!
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"Tr'iheedaa 9iJ nagoorahaa'yaa. Vadzaih 9jj gwandaa c h i l ve e.

Goovehdan duuyeh tr'agwandaii t'uo nc nytaa.:' viti' khai' tSl91 t'iyahnyaa.

II Nil jj da t t h a k k lit tin 9 ij Iii. Gwad 99 h k I9 I , .fa t 9 w i h eel y a a e e n j i t. D r i t

vizhehk'~~ n9jj OOI~~ giheedaa ts'91 chan drin n e e qa h aa hky 'aa."

T991iintin viyehghan tS'91 voondee n~jj haa gahaajil.

J i i va d z a i h a h Ia I n ~ j j .f'y a a 9 w jj t flO 0 9j IJ j j k w 9 9 ' d u u lee Chi i h-ta k

9 wan I i I da a tin a 9 9 ~ h c h Y I9 ~ . Va d z a i h t i k da a tin .-t~~ 9 a a I ~ j' .
Vadzaih tsal shriit'99hchy'aa chan vyah zhit gaaI9j'. l-tleevihtil

goovinghan tSI.~1 vyah ts ta n tr'igivinlii. Do'at k'aii tS'91 goohaadlii

tS'91 khai' tS'91 nagoovi-t'99·
Va d h a h .fy a a dat-to k . T r Iii n i n t s a lee n j i t -rya ani z j j . Val a t n j j y i t

kW~9 tS'91 tr'iinin hee'yaa tS'91 jii ch'adhah kwaii gwach'aa eenjit

vi tee 9 wa h a a h c h Y Ia a.
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------------ --- ------

"The trip will have to wait.

The caribou are too important.

Without them we cannot l iv e ;"

T991iintinls father told him

quietly. "Put all the meat back.

Keep the fire going so there is

lots of smoke. Drit1s family will

be coming over again to stay

for the day. II

Then off went T991iintinls

parents and brothers.

This herd of caribou was n 't as large, T h i rtymaybe fifty animals.

caribou were caught.

S eve r a I you n g car i bau we r e c aug h tin the s n are s. T-t1eevi h til

killed them and took them down from the snares. He carried them over

to the willows where he skinned them very carefully.
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C han he e ~y a a t 99 nag w aa n 9 j j. ~ j p.r Ij Y k lin e e 9 i ida i.
muu. vadzaih zhrjj, dinjik zhrjj gwideezhak -tyaa gwjjt-tIQO ttha1

tleegahaahchyl~9. Nin tleeg99hchylaa zhrjh giheeghaa.



-&Jrv
~I ~ by Bobby

Gi\bert

The fur was ve r y s 0 f 1. Jus t rig h t for a ba by. T.(' e ev i h t i \I S w i f e

was soon to have a baby and these skins would be used for clothing.

Again they didn't get back until very late.

T99'iintin's family and the other families would need the fence

alot during the months of August, September, and October. They would

kill only the animals they needed.
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T..t'eevihti' izhik khaa ch'adhah neekw~jj da'at eenjit OOly~ naahtsuu.

"Dinjii ahtsii, jii ch'adhah kwaii -tyaa nizjj. MahSj',I' Geh Ik

yahny~~. "Chlikii-kh~jj OOI~~ n9jjlii ji' ~aa gwiheezyaa. Ch'adhah

viz h i h i h-ty aa een j it 13 .0 fJr f3 0 ~

v i tie e h aa-tc h y Iaa t lin c h y Iaa.II

"Ch1ihfok gaa k'eiich'ii

anaaldee kW99 t'oonctiy 'aat''

yahny~~ gwizhik adlaa.

Izhik nihkaa T991iintin

tSI~1 diti' n9jj haa niljj haa,

drah tS'91 gahaa'oo.

Han -tyaa chyy n ltsya'
khai' ch'adhah tr'ihchoots I ~ I

ga h-taa

eenj it.

-te e h e eChi aa k w9 9
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T-t1eevihtil brought two of

the skins to his wife that

night.

"0h, these are good skins.

Thank you," said Geh Ik. "I

hope you brought the brains

back. I will need them to soak

the skins in. II

'III never forget even one

thing!" he laughed.

The next day T99'iintin and

his father left with the meat

for their cache.

The river was low and they

had to be very careful not to

tear the skin boat.
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Tr'ootsyaa vadraa tth'aii
~izjj. Dachan neekw9jj gookat
nineegiintin tS'9' niljj chan
gwizhit gjjnlii. Neekw9JJ ...
gog Vi a a h c h Y '~~ i Z h i k .n i n e eg 0 h 0 ' 00

niljj haa, han teediheechyaa
9 w i kj h, .T99' i i h tin k h i k
ch'aaneehidik . .ryaa han
geet'jndhan.

I Z h i k k h a i its ' 9' (y a a 9 w /I ZJJ
gogwjjndaii. Shih qwa n Ij] ts'~'
juu n9jj datthak shoo niljj.
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Tr'ootsyaa's cache was in

good shape. He added two logs

and then piled in the meat. They

made two more trips with meat

that fall before the river froze

up. T991iintin went every time. He

loved the river.
life that fall was good.

There was lots to eat and every-

one was happy.
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