




A Traditional Kutchin Story

Written by

Lincoln Tritt

NATS'AHTS'A' DEETRYA' AZHRAII DHIDLIT" , , , ,
(How the Crow Became Black)

March 1975

III ust rated by

Jeanette Bailey

Edited by

Richard Mueller
Summer Institute of Linguistics, Inc.

Kutchin - Athapaskan



-------~ - ~--~-- ---



A Production of the

3-75-300

Alaska Native Education Board
Alaska Bilingual Education Center
4510 I nternational Airport Road

Anchorage, Alaska

Copyright © 1975 by Alaska Native Education Board





NATS'AHTS'A' DEETRYA' AZHRAII DHIDLIT" , , ,,



Geenaa da i' t s l lt s al nail datthak avee.,, ,,,
l z h lk ca l' da az h r a l l gookhaikwe' n ll l l.

"", "
Vltsyaa na l l datthak gwnzli dilgoochy'a'

'" " " 'glidhan, t s-a' needagoorahahtsi' e en ltt
n ' ' ,
gwik' eegwandali, gaa khyu' t' ll' in.,
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Gohch'lt deetrya' "nan n l'J n" agahnyaa,, ,,
a ilt sa' deetrya' "aaha'" nyaa t sa''?' ., "" ,., ,
yaa gwlheevan datthak k h a ln ta n n l ll ll.,,
Allt.f-'ee datthak kn a l htan nagoovilnlil,, " , ,
ts'a' qw l lz l l goovaavan., "",



Da adz a i i a if k h a i ink 00· n at' a a n a i i a kw a t
'" '" ,~ ~"

deetrya' heevan goo'aii. Aiits'a' deetrya', '" "" ,
ail daadzaii eehlhdlaa niidhan ts'a''" ", " ,,
ya n a h t' ll da t t h a k 9w a a z h r a l l 9w l-tt s a I l.

'" '"
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Deetrya' "shats'a' geehiihaii," ahnyaa,
, '" "

"qwll z l l naha af 'vaa eenjlt." "Vaagwihfan" ,,
nandee' t'ahenjyaa gwits'i' nahantr'al,
yuu," yahnyaa., ,
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Aiits'a' deetrya' gwik'it t'iizhik dai',"", "
daadzaii yihdi' ahtsit t s.a' vijyaa naii'" , , '"
chan yakwe' teegwittrat t sa' ch'uh z h lt,
t'ee giiyahnaii. ,,,
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Deetrya' khaneezh If dai', vik'ii goonlii, ,, ,,
haa daadzaii kal lho ott hal l gaa daadzali

'" '"gehdaa chuu zhit yits'i' cheetthaii., , , ,

7



8

Daadzall k h a l lk e etth a l i dai', tr'ikhyit niiyit
'" " "

khaiikeetthali tS'(a' deetrya' tuh ch'ant'at, ,
haa yuuniinkit akh a' yitsihk'it nach'iinkit.

\ "
Geh'an jok drin deetrya' datthak azhraii, ,,,
ts'a' daadzali chan vanaht'ii k'iizhak gwaavee, ,,,
t'iinchy'aa.
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How the Crow Became Black

PageNo.
1 Lon gag 0 a II the b i r ds w ere the sam e color,

- - all grey. At that time the swan was their
chief. All of his f 0,11 0 w e r s wanted to be
beautiful, so they asked him to have them
all decorated. However, he couldn't find anyone
to do the job.

2 Fi na II y, the y ask edt h e c row to do i t for the m
and he agreed. He set about preparing himself
for the job. As all the birds were being painted,
it was dec ide d t hat the Laston e pa i n ted (t h e 100 n )
would paint the crow. .

3 While the crow was painting the loon, he decided
to have some fun, so he smeared the loon's back
all black.

4 Now it was the loon's turn to paint the crow,
and he decided to have fun also, so he hid a
pile of charcoal by the lake.

5 He then asked the crow to step closer to him so
that he could see him better, and to close his eyes
so as not to get any paint in them.

6 When the crow did as he was told" the loon grabbed
him by the beak and his friends grabbed crow by the
feet and they rolled him around in the charcoal
until he was black.

7 When the y let him go, h e do ve a n g r i I y for the I 0 0 n ,
but the loon dove in the lake.

8 When the loon came up, he was too far out for the
crow to do anything, so the crow picked up a handful
of clay and threw it at the loon, which splattered
on the back of the loon's head and down his back.
That is why today the crow is all black and the loon
has a grey head.
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