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THE VOYAGE OF GREGOR.Y 5HELEKHOF, A RUSSIAN'

\1:ERCHANT, FROM OKHOTZK *, ON THE EASTERN

OCEAN, '1'0 THE COAS1' OF AMERICA, IN TH&

YEARS 1783, '1784, 1785, 1786, I7~71~,

AND HIS RETURN TO :RUSSIA.

FROM HIS OWN JOURNAL.

JN the year 1783. a company of merchants built
three gal1eots in the harbour of Okhotzk. To the firft
was given the name of, The three church-doctors," the

fecond

~ Okhotzk is fituated in 59 des. 17 min.. north latitude, and

348 deg. 10 min. longit. from the meridian-of Kamtchatka,

t The whole title of the MS. runs thus: The voyage of Gre-
gory Shelekhof', a ruffian merckant, from Okhotzk,:: on the eafi-
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fecond was called, The St. Simeon *, and St. Anna tk
I ,

prophetefs; the third, The St. Michael. ';Vith thefe
I failed" on the: 16th of AUgllft, 1783. from the mouth
of the' rivet Ourak, falling into the fea of Okhotzk,
into the eafiern ocean, with a company of 192 work-
people-j-, I myfelf was on board the firft galleot, with

_ffi r wife, who was refoived to accompany me wherever
I went; from which fhe was not to be deterred by the
reprefentation of all the toils and dangers fhe was likely
to undergo. In cafe the veffds Ihouid be' difperfed by
contrary winds, I appointed the Bering's ifland to be
the place of rendezvous. I had a variety of difficulties
to conquer previous to my departure. However, on
the 30th of Auguft we reached the firft Kouril1i ifland ;
but a contrary wjnd obliged us.to defer our landing tin

ern ocean, to the coafl of America, in the yean; 17133-; 178,4,

1785; [786, 17S7. and his renrrn to Rullia; with a circumflantial

accoiraf of th~ difcovery made by him of two new iflands Kuktak

andApbagnak, to which even the famous englj{h aavigator Captaia

Cook did not come. To which is added a defcriprion of the way

of life, .mannets, ufages, habitations, and drefs of the people
dwelling on them; who fubrniued thernfelves to the ruffian do-

minion , as alfo of the climate, of the ieafons , of the animals,

both wild and tame, nih, birds, vegetables, and many other re-

markable particulars found there, all of which are a nth: nti 'ally
and accurately defcribed by hirnfelf,

'if, In the MS. it is the Sr, Simeon who took Gcd in his ar~ns;
and a note upon it refers us to the Goipel of St. Luke, chap. ii,
'fer. z8 •. ,\6•.

t So he calls his lhip's company all along. Sometimes by that,
term he feems indeed to mean artificers; but in general it rnufl

?gni;y the tailors,
the



the I2d of September. On that day we dropped an-
chor, went on the Wand, and fupplied ourfelves with
frefh water. On the 3d of September 'wepurfued our
yoyage; but on the r z.th we were met by a violent
Harm, which lafted eight and forty hours, and fe-
parated all our Ihips. The ftorrn raged 10 furioufly,
that we even loft all hope of Iaving our lives; and
though, on the 14th the two firft galleots met again,
and landed on the 1,4th at Bering's Wand;" in the re-
folution of wintering up0n it; as well in order' to wait,
there for the third galleot, 'on board of which were 62-
perfons, as alfo on account of the adverfe winds; yet
even this expectation was fruftrated during the whole
time of our fray on Bering's ifland. On the 25th, of
September I diipatched fame people from the two vef ..
fels, on baidars *~with orders to fail round the ifland,
as I ~as 'Curious to know whether they might riot meet
with fomething remarkable. . They returned on the.
27th, without having feen any thing worthy of notice.
The whole Winter through, all the produce of our

hunting Yonfified of n,o more than ferne, very few,
little rock-foxes; no other game being .there to be
found. The provifions afforded by the ifland confift
of fea-fiih, which abound there in great variety, and
the flefh of fea-animals : fuch,as fea-bears and fea-dogs.
Of birds are found geefe, ducks, fwans? mews, guUs,
with other water-fowl and birds of the foreft; to which

'* According to Kratcheninikof thefe are veflels 12 feet Iong,
and 2 feet broad, fomerimes conftructed of poplar wood and ferne-
times of feal-fkins,

B 2 we
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we may add the roots kutarganoe and farana *, as nfe-
ful to the fupport 'of life,
The winter was long and fevere; the winds mofily

from the north-or eaft ; fNOW and Jleet almoft every
day ..
As the failors could not be kept from the [curvy, it

was neceffary to think of remedies; accordingly when
it fnowed, they went about the fea-fhore, and on clear
days,. e-n fnow-fhoes, to the mountains farther off.
On the line vie drew there we found the deviation of

the magnetic Jieedle to be I! rhomb to the eaft,
On the rfith of june, 1784, we ldt this- ifland , and

I appointed, in cafe of a feparatioa, Unalaihka, one
of the Fox-iflands, for our place of r~ndezvous. Bur,
in order that the third veflel, which had firayed from
the two firft, might be informed of this our agreement,
and fa be enabled to follow us thither, I took care to
leave a letter on Bering's ifland for it. We were de-
tained till the r oth , the wind being fometimes flack
and fometimes contrary, when we very tedioully got
again on board: on the 19th, during ,a thick fog, we._
loft fight of the St. Simeon. On the coth, {me of our
veffels brought to at the' Copper-ifland, here WlJ,

took in frefh water and fame fleth of fea-bears , on the
23d, we again fet fail. The 6th of July 'we came to.

* Frcm Kratcheninikof's defcription of KamtchatKa we learn

that the f~rana is a fpecies of lily, lilium flare atro rubente, with

a dark red Hower, which at the beginning of fum mer is found in

Karntchatka growing wild in the fields, and from the dried roots

whereof the Kamrchadales prepare a fort of grin or meal; which,

mixed w~th bramble-berries and cranberries, is, faid to have a very
agreeable tafie,



'TO THE COAST OF AMERICA.

'the ifland Achta, one of the Andrew-iflands; the 7th,, ,

we paffed Omla; the Sth aad 9th~ we were in fight of
the ifland Siugain Achmuta, and afterwards of the four
Berg-iflands, The loth, we paired through the ftraits
between them, and bent ow courfe {rom fouth to
north. On the r zth, at _a fmall diftance from this
iiland, wej?;ot fight again of the St. Simeon, purfued
our courfe, and came OR the I3th,- to the ifland Una-
lafhka and the bay of N atukinfk ; on the I'4th, we drew
our galleots into the Captain's haven, where we remain-
-ed till the 22d,employed in refitting them, and pro-
,-iding ourfelves with neceffaries. •
, On our way to the abovementioned iflands, ~wecould:

not but remark, that this whole chain of iflands, from
Bering's ifland to Kuktak, of which I fhall fpeak more
hereafter,confifts of high rocky _mountains , among
which are fame that vomit fire, They are entirely
- deftitute 'Of farefts; though fingle trees grow difperfed
between the rocks, namely brufhwood, alders, _and
abreichenbaume, but even thefe not in all parts. The
jIhl.abitants ~olle.a. for firewood what the fea throws up
!Upon.the fhore. - .

At Unalafhka I fupplied myfelf wit~ necefiaries,
t:ook two interpreters .aud ten Aleutans with me, who
!Voluntarily carne and offered me their fervices, no
longer waited, for the galleQts that were left behind,
.but profecuted my voyage on the 22d of July; only
leaving directions for the ga leot St. Michael to land if
fhe thought fit, at the iihnd. Kuktak *~which is other-

'* This and the follow-ing contradicts the title; 'but it is eafily
{een f'OI11 the whole on which fide the truth ,liei.

B 3 wife



6 VOYAGE FROM OKHOTZK I
I

wife calledKadyak , as this was appointed the common
place of rendezvous.
We now paifed the fl::raight that runs from north to

Iouth between the two Fox-iflands Unimak and Akun.
This paifage is, no hindrance to fuch veffels aspafs it, it
being dear an'd broad; only at the time' of ebb and
flood the current is extremely rapid.
On the 3d of Auguft we came to the ifland Kuktak ,

entered the Iouthern harbour, and there dropped an-
chor. On the 4th I fent fome workmen, on fourbai-
dars, two and two together, for the P,WPQfe of exami-,
ning whether the ifland was inhabited. Two of the bai-
dars returned that very day, without having found any
iflanders , but, prefently after, one of the laft baidars
that had been fent, came into the haven, with tidings
that they had feen fame inhabitants : on the 5th, came
back the laft baidar bringing one of the inhabitants in
it, whom I endeavoured to entertain as well as I could,.
made him fome trifling prefents, and difrniffed him the
following day. He afterwards came again, and ftaid
with us till our departure , making one in all our ex,,:,
curfions, and not only difcovered no i~fl::ance of trea-
chery, but even warned us of the hofiile difpofitions of
fome of the natives who were laying (nares for our
Jives. This their bafe defign alfo betrayed itfelf'through
their own undertakings, of which I {hall fpeak here-

I

after. On the third day after our arrival there came to
us three men from the Korizeges, the people we had firft
Ieen, on 3 frnall baidars , we invited them to come on
. board our veffel with iigns of friendfhip and good will, .
pking from them a few animals in return for things that
were particularly acceptable to them. During thelr

vifit,
, , 1



'l'0 "THE COAST OF AMERICA.

vifit, there happened,' on the 5th of Auguft, about 2
in the afternoon, an eclipfe of the fun, which con-
tinued for an hour and a half. ~his excited great af-
. tonifhrnent in the .Konzeges, as people who had not the
flighteft notion of the caufe of this phsenomenon, but
was attended' with no farther, confequences.
On the 7th of AUgUft~ I Ient workmen, .for th~ te-

cond time, in four baidars, partly for the purpafe of
looking for the coverts of animals, partly for exploring
.the ifland itfe1f; with orders to go as far about it as
theyfhould find it poffible.' They faw, on the 9th of
Al;:1gUft, at the difiance of about 40 verfis from the har-
rbQnr, a multitude of favages affembled on a very fieep
.and broad rock, ftanding alone, and inacceflible from
-the rea, which on one fide was five feet in height, but
O? the other more than feven. My people fpoke to
.thefe f?vages; tellin~ them, "that they might fafely
receive us as friends;" but, inftead of regarding what
-they faid , the favagesfternly infifted, " that we fhould
retire from their coafis, if we h~,dal'ly regard for aUJ

lives,<!nd never come near them again 1" As foon as
1 was made acquainted with this, I immediately went
thither with my people, and reprefented to thernj H that
they might as well lay afide their infolence, and rather
enter into a friendly traffic with l..1S t at the fame time
aifuring them, "that we, on our parts, were come,
not for engaging in quarrels and hoftilities, but to
gain their affection in a friepd1y intercourfe ; and, as a
-proof of it, I prornifed to make them prefents to the
utmoft of my ability, of fUCJl articles as were moft cL.-r
timable to them." There was then a great number of
~hem, .at le~ft 4000 perfons. ':I.'hey paid not the kai1:
, ' :B 4' ?tteI)tiQ~
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attention to my affurances , but began to fhoot at ua
from their bows. Iwas therefore compelled to retire,
not without uneafinefs at the uncertain termination of
this rranfaction. Yet, confidering their perverfe and
obftinate beha viour towards us, and their firm refolu-
tion either to remove us from their coafts or defiroy us
all, I proceeded to take every poffible precaution againft
an unexpected attack. The r zth of Auguft, exactly
at midnight, juft as my people had left the watch, the
favages came down from their rocks in great numbers,
and fell upon us with fuch fury, that Iverily believe
they would have effected their purpofe without diffi-
culty, had we been lefs vigilant, or more timid. The
prolpect of death infp,ired us with courage; we defend-
ed ourfelves with our fire arms; anq,. though not till
. after an obftinate engagement, put them.to flight. At
fun-rife we faw none of them near us, nor any of their
flain , for thefe they had taken with them. On the
other hand we were fo fortunate that not one of us was
either killed or wounded; which I afcribe folely to the
providence of God. Shortly afterwards we learnt from
a deferter that had been in captivity among the favages,
a native of Tatagu, otherwife called in the ruffian Ian-
~uage, Fox-aleutes, that the favages waited all the'
. iYext day on their rocks expecting a confiderable rein-
forcement vfrom the habitations of Ilud, Ugaataka,
Tchinnigaka, Ugaihika, and feveral other places, in
the refolution of making a vigorous attack, with com-
bined force on all fides, both on us, and in the harbour
on our veffels, fo as not to leave a man of us alive.
Thus, nor difmayed by the ill-fuccefs of their former
attack, they only refolved to ihengthen themfelves the
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more; and, in cafe that any of us fhould by chance
efcape from death, to diftribute fuch among them as
flaves, and. then to take poifeffion of our effects; for
our planks, our veffels, and other matters, were of
great value to them. Confide ring the imminent dan-
ger that awaited us, now dreadfully increafed by the
artifice of the favages, I determined to prevent their
hoftiIities, by taking poifeffion of the forementioned
rock on which -they had fettled themfel;"es as in a fort,
before they could get their, reinforcement. In the'
'mean time the favages never ceafed from making va-
.rious attempts againft us. Thefe, as well as the dif-
proportion between apr numbers and their's, eipecially
after the augmentation they expected,' determined me
to rufh, with all my people, upon their fortrefs and
drive them from it. We marched under the dif-
charge of our fire-arms; but as this did them no in-
jury, they made a violent refiftance with their arrows;
.whereupon I found rnyfelf neceffitated to oppofe them
with five cannons of two-pound balls that we had /
brought with us; yet leaving the moft of them on the
projections of the rock, pointing them at their habi-
tations, in order, by doing them fome mifchicf, to
ftrike thefe people, who were not acquainted with the
effects of fuch arms, with the greater terror. And in
fact fo new and unufual an appearance frightened and
enraged them more than all the damage they Iuffered
from it; they now no longer entertained their former
contemptuous opinion of us; fled from their forrrefs
and abandoned it to us, without o~lr lofing one TIngle
man; and hurting only five, who were indeed feverely,
tPough not dangeroufly, wounded .. With all the care

I took

9
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',I took to avoid the :thedding of blood, yet it cannot
be imagined but that fome of them finft have been
killed. I was defirous of knt;lwing fomething more ac-
curatel yof this circumftance ; but in vain: for they either
,took their dead away with them, or threw them into the
fea, We-took uf~wards of :I000 Konreges prifoners , the
r:eft, certainly not fewer than 3000, efcaped by flight;
400 of the prifoners we took with us to die harbour;
and theothers 1 fet a liberty. Of thofe we retained I
chofe one to be their leader, called in the konregaA:
language, Chafkak, to whom I afterwards gave fua
command over all the reft, prefenting them with bai-
oars, baidarks T, nets, and other neceflary imple-
ments; but at the fame time taking twenty of their
children as hofrages for fecuring their fidelity, ,Thefe:
prifoners, expreffing a de:fire to fetTJe at the diflance of

r

15 yc,rfrs from the harbour, r complied with their re-
queft. In the Iequel they proved confiantly faithful
allies i and I learnt from them that we certainly could
pot have efcaped the utrnofl danger, or even entire de-
ftruction, had wew.iited till the other Konreges had come
to their afiiftance; who confified of a vcry numerous
army, and were already very near the fort. But now
the fugitives that met them informed them of fome-
thing more dreadful than in fatL jt was; and aff'ured
them, that, with our fire-arms, We might accomplifh
whatever we would, for, rhat with our darts we had de-
firoycd tliei r rocks and their habitations; by which they
fo much-intimidated the others, that they immediately
ran back again. Notwithftanding all this, the Iavages,

'j

li' The diminutive of Baidars.

eXf.:cptirg
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poccepting my colonifts, afterwards ventured to make fe.,;:,
.veral attempts. They affernbled, one rainy and ftorrriy
night, in great multitudes, arid fell with much fury on
the baidars that lay il} the bay of Igatazk, throwing on
~l fides darts and arrows ; but our 'people with the fire
of their fmall arms, repelled this attack; yet whether
any of them were flain by them, we could n~t learn:
on our fide five men were wounded, but only fo that
they might foon be cured. Our baidars were indeed
much damaged; as the darts of the Konseges had en-
tirelf gone through their fides, and in fuch numbers,
that fome of them had at leaft a hundred holes. The
attack was indeed tremendous. I had been previoufly
informed of the favage nature of the nation of Konseges,
as likewife of the caufes of the fuccefs of their endea-. ..
yours to find out the ftate and condition of the feveral
, . '.. ~
trading hunters ;jj<, as they came tothem, whereby they very
eafily drov~ them away. ~ut my zeal for the interefts of
my native country armed me againft' every apprehen-
fion I entertained in regard to the earlier accounts of
~he trading hupters "v~l?,haq been 0!l- the promo~.tory

.. J 'j

'!!' It is th us that I have ventured to tranfla te the ruffian term

promuifhlennik, which M. Muller in 'his cont;'iblltions to ruffian

~ia?ry qOGS not tranflate at all; and of which in vol. vi. P: 491. he

gives the following explanation: "In Siberia under this name are

€,pJ:!lprized aH th~[e people who adc\iCt themfelves at once to trade,

fa hunting and fia!i~g, and whofe forefathers fettled there foou

~fter the difco~5!'y of Siberia, i~ ~rder to gain their livelihood by
trading in furs, of which, as is well known, there is great abun- \
dance it} that country." As we fee already from this account of .
" 'Shelekhof's voyage, they h-ave now united in feveral commercial

.' .' .. ). ..J ..... \ .. " .

f°ll)panl~s.
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of Agayechtalik at this ifland, who had all of them
experienced he rage of thefe lavages. I got the bet-
ter of .thefe difcouraging fentirnents , and it was not
merely in the tranfactions with the members of our
fociety that I made it my firfi duty to endeavour at
promoting the advantage of the crown by foothing the
favages, but I ftrove to bring all my people to affift
me in that intention. The Konreges thought it an
eafy matter either to beat us off from their ifland, or
not to leave a man of us alive if we fhould be fa obfli-
nate as to perfifi in oppo~ng their attacks; Of, if any
fhould efcape death, to (hare them among them as
11avcs, according to their cufiorn in the wars they are
inceflantly carrying on with the nations of their kind,
and afterwards employ them in all forts of work.
What ftrengthened them in their purpofe, was,
I. The frnallnefs of our number; fur we were in all

but 150 perfons,
2. The fuccefs they had had in the year 176L againft a

veflel containing a party of tradipg hunters that had
imprudently landed at j\gayechtalik, in order to winter
there; when the favages permitted not the people of the
veffel to go farther than five verfts .at matt from that
l)}acc, robbed them of almoft all they caught, and af-
terwards forced them to depart before the winter was at
an end. .
3· In the Tear r 778. they fucceeded in entirely dri-

\:ing~away a veffcl belonging to the Chodoliltzeffki *
.company of merchants, within eleven days after their
.coming UPO)1 their coatis.

• Probably fo denominatec!" from the names of-t-he perfons

-by whom they were firf] eflablifhed, or of the principal partners.

4 In



4· In the year 1780. a veffel of the commercial compa:
ny of Panof touched at the {arnepromontory, under the
command of the pilot Otfheredin , who, notwithftand-
ing his defign of wintering th~re, after many contefisj
in which he loft feveralof his men, was obliged to run
away.

, 5. In the year 1!j80. a few hunters on the Fox-iflands,
in the fervice of feveral trading companies, fitted out
three veflels to fail for the coafts of North America,
having n.ear 300 men on board. Thefe veffels were
under the command of the pilot Potap Saikof; they
came at the latter end of Auzuft to the Ihores of North. _ 0

America, ran into the Tihugatikoi ftraights, to which
Cook gave the name of Sandwich Sawn, intending
there to winter. They thought themfelves thong
enough to repeH any attack that fhould be made upoa
them; but they were at laft convinced of their rnifiake.
The inhabitants prevented them from taking any kind
of game, and allowed them not, though fingle and
unarmed, to proceed farther than one verft from their
people. However, with great difficulty they main-
tained their ftation during the winter, abandoned an
their former projects, and fled away, after feveral of
their people had perifhed by hunger.
Thefe knew at that time. of my rl1rpo[e to go to the-

ifland of Kadyak, and endeavoured by all means to
difluade me from it, reprefenting the natives to me as
a blood-thirfty and implacable race; and that not only
from the juft mentioned examples, but allo from the
experience I myfelf had made of the inhabitants of the
Tihugatikoi promontory, who ,are of like difpofitions
with thofe of Kadyak j but I paid little attention to all
, , there



thefe remonftrances, and flighted all dangers; fo f
lnigilt onlyaccomplifh my d~fign and that of my errrs
p~~~. .
, The above related attacks upon us promifed no .fe-
curity for the future; and fa much the lefs as they
il:in never ceafed from falling upon our baidars which
from time to time we feht out upon difcoveries, not-
withfranding that after every attempt they gave us frefh
hofrages. Yet, with all this, we refolved to winter on

" the ifland, and to .indnee them by friendly treatment
'and little prefents to a peaceable acquaintance ~ith us;
at the (arne time to convince them that by a favage
"behaviour they would deprive themfelves of their own
repofe, and frequently of their lives. In order to fhew
them a manner of life with which they were hitherto
unacquainted, I applied myfelf to the building of little ,
dwelling-houfes, and a fort, though at firft they were
only of wood and plaifier. In this building we were
veryfuccefsful, though it colt us great trouble. But
as they did not even now defifi from their perpetual
hoftilities as well on the baidars as on ourfelves, i
ftrove, in order as much as poffible to .prevenr the'
fhedding of blood, and yet to provide for our own
Iafety, to let them fee the force and violent effects of
our powder. I caufed a hole to be bored in one of the
largeft rocks, had it filled, with powder, and fixed it
firelock before It, to which a long firing was tied, the
extremity whereof reached to a cavity in another rock>,
made for the fafety of him who was to pull it. Im-
mediately as he jerked the trigger, I gave the fign for
a. number of mufquets to be fired. By means of the
great concourfe of peaceably difpofed Konreges who

were



were fpecrators of this explofion, the report was. im-\
mediately fpread of the force and the exactitude of·
what. they termed our arrows. After thefe and many
other phsenornena which I pafs over, incornprehenfible,
marvellous and at the fame time terrible to them, the

- Wanders defifted from harra-iling us with their attempts.
to drive us away. I now took advantage of their
amazement to reprefent to them that I only wiilied to
live in amity, and not to be at war with them; for, if
I had any other intention, they would not be able te
avoid the force of my arms; that our moft gracious
monarch Iikewife only wiihed to protect them, and t-o
enable them to lead a life of fecurity and repofe,
Thefe and other proofs of our friendihip, together
with fame trifling prefents, at length got the better of
their fiubborn tempers, and pacified their minds. '{"
then endeavoured, by my interpreter, t-o comrey to
them pro~r fentiments "of the tranquillity, greatnefs,
power, and beauty, of the ruffian empire, as well as
the benignity of our emprefs. .The more I now per-
ceived that the fame of !hefe and the curioiity after
fuch accounts was increafing every moment; fo much
the more I laboured to cortvince them of it, one while
by difplaying to them fuch objects,. which, but fQ1il
our admonitions, they would have immediately revered
as divine;" at others by leading them gradua11y to the
knowledge of the ftate of ignorance in which they were,
and thus gained their good will to fa hIgh a degree, that
-at length they all called me their father; and ~,midft
numerous tokens of their confidence, refigned them-
felves entirely to my guidance and direction. The
quick completion of our houfes they held for a miracle,

7 ~
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as they, wretched as their habitations lare, conflruct
them with great difficulty and labour , being
forced to employ fome years only in planing the
hoards .with fmall pieces of iron. Accordingly thofe
that are already erected bear a great value. Their ig-
norance was fo great, that they took a Kulibin's lan-
tern *, which we ufed to fet up on dark nights, for
the fun, which we had ftolen, and "therefore, [aid
they, the days are fo dark." It was extremely painful
to me to fee the narrownefs of their minds, I there-
fore did not leave them 1041gin this mifiakej- but took
all poffible pains to make it intelligible to them, that
it was the work of a man, fuch as they were, only
with this difference, that they could not learn any·
thing, till they became peaceful and tractable and
fhewed an inclination to adopt ourufages and manner
of life. I Ihewed them the conveniency and fuperio-
rity of the houfes, drefs, and food of the Rullians; and
called their attention to my people as they were at
work in digging,. and fowing and planting the ground
for kitchen-gardens. Alfo, when we came to reap the

'* So called from its inventor Kulibin ; a man of humble ori-
~in, but become confpicuous for his remarkable genius in mecha-
nical works. He firf] made himfe!f known by a watch he con-
trived in the fhape of an egg, at prefent kept among the curio.
fities in the mufceum of the imperial academy, and is fiuce de-
fcribecl in Bacrneifler's effay on the library ancl the rarity cham-
ber. - Beficles this, his principal inventions are: a'model·of a
wooden bridge of one arch propofed to be b'uilt acrofs the Neva;
and the lantern here mentioned, in which the lamp is placed
burning before a large mirror compofcd of a great number of lit-
tle pieces of looking·glafs.

fruit
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fruit of our labours, I gave them portions of it; yet
they would only wonder at it, without doing any thing
farther. I feafted numbers of them on the provifions
which. my people drefied for me, and to which' they
conftantly fhewed a great liking. Such treatment in-
creafed our intimacy from day to day; and· as they
knew of no other means of obliging :ne, .thsy brought
me their children in great numbers as hoftages, even
when Imade no fuch requifition, and had no need of
them; yet, not to make them diffatisfied, I accepted
of many, and fent back the reft with Iuitable prefents.
Our intimacy being thus eftablifhed, I began to exa-
mine into their conceptions of the deity; 'and I was
pleafed to find that their hearts were not infected with
idolatry. They knew but of two fovereign beings in
the univerfe, of whom one' is good, the other bad; of
both they related numberlefs extravagancies confer-
mably with their ignorance and rudenefs. Upon this
I made an att~mpt to convey to them a general and
compreheniible idea of the chriftian belief; and ever
as I faw their curiofity increafe, I ftroveto profit as
far as I was able by the opportunity. Accordingly I
proceeded at leifure hoursz. to give to fuch as Ihewed
an inclination to it, _more particular information con-
cerningour belief, and to lead them to piety towards
God and affection to their fellow-creatures, in which
I Ienfibly touched their hearts. In a word, at my de-
parture I had made forty of them chriftians,
They were baptized with fuch ceremonies as a man

might venture to ufe without being a prieft. And now
I perceived that they began to defpife the reft of their
countrymen;' and, what. was frill' more furprif:ng,· as

YOLo II. c .they
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they now ftrove to imitate the thanners' and cuftoms o(
the Ruffians, they affected to ridicule the other fava-
ges, as very ignorant people in comparifon of them.
Many of them I frequently took to my houfe with me,
where they faw a picture of our fovereign, and various
books, aiking them what they faw remarkable; I then
told them; with all due reverence, of her imperial rna-

jefty, of her gracious government, her power and fu-
premacy, and how happy they thought thernfelves
whofe duty it was to obey her commands, and who
lived under her fway; on the other hand, that they
were extremely miferable who evaded her laws, and
acted contrary to her will. I ufed my utmofr en-
deavours to infufe into them this maxim, that every
one ought to be in eafe and fecurity, that every body
fhould be able to go wherever he pleated alone, with-
out fear of attack or robbery. - By thefe and the like
reprefentations eafily comprehenfible to them, I had
actually wrought fa much upon them, that they beg-
ged and intreated me to drive from their ifland all that
fhould hereafter approach to land upon it; afFuring me
that they put thernfelves entirely under my protection, I

with the promife of being jn all things obedient and
fubmiffive to me. As thefe poor people frequently
came to our dwellings, and there were witneties to the'
alacrity and refpect with which my people obeyed me' .
, and executed my orders,' they prefently began to ima-
gine, that none in the world could be greater than 1.
--I [bon however fet them right on this matter, by
telling ,ihC'm that [ was no more than one of the mean-

'eft fubjects of my ernprefs, that a gre~t many other
commanders were conftitured by her, whofe bufinefs

it
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it 'was to fee that none were injured or oppreffed.· By
all poflible methods I endeavoured to make it plain to
them how they would prof per and flourifh, if they de-
voted themfe1ves with fidelity "to ou~ 1110ft gracious
, monarch; who; on the other hand, had power Iuffi-
cient to punifh them for their obftinacy and chaftife
them for difobedience; and, by frequent repetitions of
my accounts of the order and harmony that prevailed
in Ruffin, of the beautiful houfes and edifices that
were there, 'I excited the curiofity of fame of them fo
far, that forty of them; men, women; and children,
exprefled their' longing to fee R uffia, and actually
accompanied me to .Okhotzk. Fifteen of them pro- I

ceeded .farther, to Irkutzk , the refi, after having
cloathed them and made them fame prefents, I fent
back on board my veflels, bound for their .ifland ,

In regard to the'books they faw in my chamber,
I found it impoflible to give them the frnalleft idea of
the nature of them, and how they could impart infor-
mation. ~ When at times I would fend one of them
with a letter to my artelihiks, . or workmen, il: other
parts of the iflands, they fell into the utrnoft afionifh-
rnent, that they fhould fend me .back exactly what
they k1~ew I wanted from what I had' faid to them a
day or two before, though they had not [poke. a word
of it. .I rent one of theIn, for example, with a letter
to one of my under-traffickers, defiring him to fend
me forne plumbs and other dried fruits. My meflcn-
ger, unable to refift. the. temptation, ate up half of
them by the way, as I found by comparing thequan-.
tity he brought me with that mentioned in the letter.
For this I chid him; obferving to him that it had been

C ~ my
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my intention to give him a few for his trouble, on his-
delivering tome the quantity entire . .on this he expreffed
the rnoft extreme furprize, perfuaded as he was that
the letter had feen him eat them. However, returned'
he, I know how I fhall prevent the fame thing hap ..
pening for the future. Now, in order to try how far
his frupidity would go, I fent him a fecond time, and
found II'!' like manner, by the letter and the weight,
that there was a deficiency of more than half; he
frankly confeifed the fraud, but was ftruck with frill
greater amazement than before; as this time he had.
the precaution to keep the letter buried in the fand all
the while he was eating the fruit; however, the only
conclufion he made from it was, thatthe letter muff:
have fpied him through the fand *. "
A farther example of this dulnefs of apprehenfion

was exhibited on occafion of' a looking-glafs, that I
laad put up in my room, before which the favages ne-
ver ftood without inexpreffible admiration at feeing
perfons in it exactly like themfelves. That they them-

, felves produced there per-fanswas what they could nor

'Ie I fhould not have tranffated this anecdote, had I not, hoped,

that many of my readers would not be difpleafed to fee that this

tranfaction, which they will recollect to have read in their youth,

and which alruofl eV,el'yjefl book relates, is properly appropriate

to an iflaud of North America. The credibility however of my

'traveller I think cannot well be leflened by this little flip; efpe-

cially 'if we confider how natural it is to every narrator, on co-
ming to a favourite anecdote, to bring himfelf into play by the little
preface of " I faw it i" I rnyfelf was pnefent, &',."
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by any means be made to conceive, and therefore held
it to be an inexplicable effect of magic. .
At length, however, Iwas able to give them [orne

faint idea of books, and prornifed to teach their chil-
dren to read, if they were defirous of it. A fpecies
of wifdom in their opinion fo extraordinary found fome
admirers, who actually fent their children to me. Here
Imull: do juftice to the good capacities of thefe people;
their children conftantly very foon comprehended the
tafk I fet them; and fame of them, at my departure
had learnt to fpeak Ruffian [0 well, as to be underftood
without difficulty. I left 25 boys that were able to
read a little, and fhewed a far greater inclination 'to
live with us than with the favages their parents. By all
thefe means I endeavoured to bring them to the con-
fcioufnefs of their ignoranc·e. Iwas obliged to be al-
ways reproving my people for their difpofition to
wrangle with the favages, tin I at length convinced
them of the utility of my behaviour towards them.
The natives. had even now found out that my letters
were of confequence; and, whenever they were obliged
to travel to fame diftance on their own affairs in traf-
fic, they always took a fort of pafs-port from me, in
order, if they fhould meet with any of the people fent
-out by me, they might Ihew it to them ,.asa certificate
, of theiractually belonging to .the Konreges in peace
and amity with us, By thus protecting them from the
attacks of favages . in other places, I furnifhed them
with an example how much it behoved them to live in
peace; for according as they did fa their enemies
would never venture to moleft them. As they faw
immediately by this, . that the obedience they fhewed .

c 3 to



VOYAGE FRO~ OKHOTZK

to me, was not without its reward, Io they expreffed
their withes that Iwould flay with them for ever. And
I can boaft, with the ~rriaeit attachment to truth, that
on firft heanng of my intended departure, they were
as dejected as if they were about to lofe their all;
though I refigned all niY eftablifhments and infiitutions
to m:y overfeer whom Iintended to leave behind on the
.illalfd, a merchant of Yenifei, by name Samoilef , a
man on whom I could fafelydepend for the religious
obfervance of all my directions; and whom I moreover
provided with rules for his conduct in writing. Both
from the declaration of the favages, which indeed they
did not know how to prove with accuracy, and by their
own relations in conjunction with my remarks, the
number of the new fubjeC1:s I acquired to her m~jefty
may be computed with certaintv crt upwards of 50,OQO
perfons of both fexes.
But I never once thOllght of impofing on them a

vaffak *, in order to avoid r3.iii.rig their diflike or fuf-
pic ion, only concerning myfelf in givillg rhein a good
opinion of the Ruffians, anJ, Q make them by degrees
more familiar with our manners and ufages, fo that
they might not fi,np- them repugnant but rather agree-
able; and accordingly I left every thing relating to the
yatfak to be fettled by the high comrniffion of controul
as it might pleafe to decree." '
, In the year 1;85, the fcurvy made its appe~rance
among my people) which increafed to fo much viru-

., '.' ,

* The tribute in country-products 0: ~oney; ufually paid in

furs, fillt, and the like, which all the tribes in fubmi$on to the
, ". oj, • <. " !' ,.,'" ,1

ruffian empire are boun.l to p.r.. . . . . " ~. .. "

lence
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Ience at laft that about the middle oftliewinterthey began
to die, and the reft were extremely reduced. The ru-, ,
mour of this foon fpread among the natives; and it was
prefently remarked that meetings were frequently held
among thofe'that dwelt at a diftance. Of this I had in-
telligence from the Konseges that were really attached,
. to us, with the addition, that in thefe affemblies plots
were already hatching againft us; therefore they waited
for no farther intimation from me, but immediately
haftened away to difperfethern, and brought the ring-
leaders back with them to me, whom, after a' clofer
examination into their defigns, I found it neceffary to
keep in confinement. On the 9th of April I difpatched
one of my people, with a thoufa~d of the peaceab e
Konseges, who, from their entire. devotion to me,
pledged themfelves to' conduct this man fafe to the
Uginikoi, or, as they are called by Bering, the Be g-
iflands, and take him to the trading company efta-
blifhed there, whom I informed in the letter I fent by
him of the misfortune that had befalle-n me by the
breaking out of the fcurvy, intreating them to give
me vall poffible ailiftance. However, prefently after
my meifenger was fet out, the fcmvy began to abate.
On the zd of May, I fent, on board four baidars, 52

ruffian failors, I I Aleutes from the Fox-iflands, and
IIO Konseges in baidarks, to the eaftern fide, with di-
rections ~o make themfelves acquainted with the in-
habitants of the iflands on the coaft of America, as far
as the bays of Kinaiik and Ergatik, to examine the pro-
ducts, and to take notes in writing of whatever they
faw; and to continue their navigation, till the weather
would allow them to proceed no farther, The mifiiqn

'C 4 returned



returned at the latter end of Auguft. They had navi-
gated th~ ftrait between the ifle of Kuktak and the main
coafi of'America; and the whole fummer through had
never met with any attack, either from the Konreges,
the Tfhugatfhes, or the Kinaitzes: which natIons had
even given them 23 perfons as hoftages. But the trade
they carried on was very infignificant , for, as inha-
bitants were unknown to them, they-were appreheniive,
notwithftanding the hoftages they had received, of any
clofer intercourfe with them. They therefore came to
the refolution to winter on. the ifland Kuktak; and for
that purpofe made choice of the more inhabited region,
of Ka -lutik. During the winter the baidars went to the
northern and weftern fides of the ifland, and as far as
Yukat Maka on the american coaft, and the bay of
Kamuihatik. By civil behaviour to the natives, by
treating them conftantly with humanity and kindnefs,
by entertaining them with hofpitality and giving them
prefents, they brought. them into an alliance, took
hoftages of them, and traded with them on fo peaceable
a footing, that not the leaft quarrel or controverfy hap.-
pened between them. From the harbour where I lay,
I dilpatched throughout the winter various parties, for
the purpofe of exploring the Iouthern and eafiern fides
of the ifland Kuktak , as alfa to the other iflands in
thofe parts. Great multitudes of Konreges, by kind
behaviour and commerce, were induced to live upon
amicable terms with us, gave us likewife haft-ages, and
thus confirmed their real fubmiflion to the ruffian fo-
vereignty. In the latter clays of December I ordered
two tailors and an interpreter to make for the Kinaiiki
bay; where they were to gi,-e thernfclves out for traders,

and



'~nd under that character to have an opportunity for
examining the country, .of which they were to bring
me an account. I accordingly furnifhed them with fe-
veral forts of commodities for barter; and for the reft
configned them to the protection of the Aikak * of the
ifland Shuyek, who had been given to me asa hoftage.
On the loth of January I fent I I 'workmen to the

eaftern fide of the illandKuktak, to the pine-foreft
there, at about 160 verfts from the harbour, in order
to build boats for us at that place. On arriving there,
the firft thing they did was to conftruct for themfelves
a winter-habitation; next they proceeded to execute
my commiilion, at the fame time made purchaces of
valuable fun; and returned' to me in the harbour on
the 1ft of May.
On the 25th of February I received a letter dated

at Katmanikoi-Shik, from the Greek, Euftrathios De-
larof, informing me that the galleot St. Michael, of
our ompany, had, according to my directions, failed
from the ifland Unalafhka on the r zth of May, 1785.
but no Iooner were they out at fea, than they were
driven back by contrary winds, and were forced for
near fix weeks to beat on and off the [aid ifland ;: after
which, during a ftonn, they loft a maft, which broke
below the yards, and obliged them to put back into the
port of Unalaihka; that having repaired the maft, on
getting out to fea, in the month of Auguft, they were
.ftopped by a fecond misfortune: for, by a miftake of

'"' Alkak, as well as the above ~xplail1ed Chafkak, and Tien,
which will appear a good way farther on, fignifies, a leader, corn-

mander, or chief.

I the
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the under-pilot, the galleot ftruck upon a rock, 'and
was fa much damagad that they were forced to re-
turn and winter at Unalafhka, , In the mean time, on
. I • • .• , --.

hearingaccounts of us, they were very defirous of fend-
ing tis 30 men on baidarks to our afliftance, which they
did accordingly; but thefe were overtaken by a frorm,
find forced to pafs fix weeks on the american coaft,
where fix of their .number peril ned by cold and hun-
ger; the others were delivered by fuccour fent after
them; but even of them five more died foon after their
return to harbour.
, As Inow began to think of my departure, I fent five
Ruffians, on the 7th of March, to the prqmontory ~f
Elias, to make obfervations for completing the def-
cription I could not :finiih in the foregoing year; and
for the purpofe of building a fQrt~ which might be of
~reat fervice to 'us in our future undertakings; taking
with them 1000 Konseges from Kadiak and other iflands,

' ,

and 70 Aleutes from the Fox-iflands, who v~ry willing-
, ly entered my fervice for pay; g~vin,g them orders to
. fet up crofles on the fhore, and to bury potfherds, ,
birch-bark and coals in the earth at the foot of them.
Thefe my miffionaries fent to me on [orne of the Iaft

clays of March, two men from the habitations of Tfhi-
nigatfk, with the account that the Tien of Shuyek had
betrayed me and was fled, after having previoufly mur-
dered the two workmen and the interpreter whom I
bad deputed to go and examine the bay of Kinaiik.
They therefore requefted people of rue to enable them

to rnake a ftand againft the Kinaitzes, who came down
from the american coaftalrnoft as far as Shuyek, and
whofe number amounted to about a thoufand men. On
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reeeiving this intelligence, I difpatched thither from the
harbour two parties; the firft confifting of thirty ruffian
workmen, and the fecond of Konseges and Fox-
Aleutes, under a particular leader, with orders to look
out for a convenient place on Aphagnak for making a
harbour, <:,veragainft the ifle of Shuyek, and there,
according to' a plan I gave them, to erect a fort; in
the mean time they were to fit out in the harbour the
galleot, the three church-doctors, as a rranfport. On
.the 19th of May I received from the iflands Aphagnak
and Shuyek the news, that after the junction of our
forces there, every attack of the Kinaitzes had been de-
feated. Afterwards a fort was raifed on Aphagnak i and
the foundation of another, according to a plan I had
given with them, at the Kinaifkoi bay: and then, lea-
ying behind them a number of people for completing
the building, they proceeded along the fhores of Arne-
rica quite down to the promontory of St. Elias. The
Wan Aphagnak, as well as the.oppofite fhore of Arne-
rica and the ifland Kadyak, poffefs excellent harbours,
a fertile foil, nih and fowl of various kinds in abun-
dance ; the meadows produce fine grafs and excellen t
pafturage; likewife plenty of timber that might be em..
ployed in building veflels and houfes, as well on Shuyek
as on the {hare of America.
TJlisyeCl.]"came far greater numbers than in the firftjear,

of the, inhabitants of America as well 1.5 of the iflands,
to our feveral harbour's; at firfr with great variety of
ceremonies, and afterwards ,familiarly, almoft every
day. At tilde vifits we neg'eCted nothing that could
give them proof of our obliging and friendly difpofiii.'
qn~. The wind in this year blowed moft ftrongly from the
" '-' north



north and weft; from the eaft very rarely; and frem
the fouth fcarcely once during the whole winter: Rain
fell in winter very feldom; on the other hand much,
fnow, 'which, in thofe places where the wind could not
come, lay upwards of an arfhine in depth.
On the 22d of May I failed, accompanied by fome

Tiens fr~m America, Kuktak and other iflands, and
the beft people of Konreges; and in the fame hour we
defcried on the fea our third galleot the St. Michael.
which, with out-fpread fails, was haftening to the har-
bour. I immediately went on board of her, changed
her captain, and brought her into the harbour; where
I gave orders to him Ihad appointed commander there, ,
to ~take this galleot to the fortified harbour at l\phag-
.nak, In regard to the galleots, I made this difpofition :
One of them I entrufted to my faithful Samoilof, with
directions to navigate from the 40th to the 47th degree
of longitude of the meridian of Okhotzk, which I
adopted for the firft; and of latitude from the 40th to
the 60th degree; in order to examine the feas of" thofe
parts: the fecond -I cornmiflioned to tail to the north,
'where the two quarters of the world-approximate each
other, for the purpofe of difcovering places and iflands
as yet unknown; the third, on which I failed from
Kadyak, was altered into a tranfport-veifel, in which
I intended every year to perform the agreeable office of
t:arrying intelligence to the government of the accounts
of our enterprifes in thefe parts. Thus we quitted Ame-
rica, in the defign of failing as far as the 45th degree
of latitude; and jn that direction to keep towards the

• 'weft, till we Ihould be oppofite to the promontory of
Karntfhatka, then to proceed to the Kurilli ftraits, ,and

from
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from thence to bend our courfe for Okhotzk, I fettled
this plan in hopes that I might difcover fome hitherto
unknown iflands fomewhere between the 40th and 50th
degree oflongitude ; however by reafon of the unlucky
winds that almoft the whole fummer through kept in'.
. ceffantl y blowing from the weft~_I cC!>uldnot execute my
project; but found myfelf under the neceffity of bear-
ing as direct ~s poffible for Okhotzk; and even in this:
I was greatly impeded by' the contrary winds. On our
co~rfe we perceived of the chain of iflands the four
Berg-iflands and Amuchta, which, from their burning-
mountains, appeared to be an in flames. Being fre-
quently obliged to beat to windward, we alfo defcried
Siugam, Amulu, Atka and other of the Andreanofiki
iflands. On the 30th of July we caft anchor, for the
firft time, at the foremoft of the Kurilli iflands. The
12 ruffian workmen that I had on board with roe, being
entirely laid up with the fcurvy, the Americans that
had come with me.out of curiofity were obliged to work
the fhip, and on the 3 Ift of July we took in 40 cafks
of frefh water from thef~ iflands. In regard to the fea
I obferved but one thing remarkable, that its current is
the ftrongeft round about Kamtfhatka ; and not only in
windy weather, but alfo in a perfect calm, is [0 violent,
that the veffe] was conftantly toffed to and fro, with the
water even with her gunnel.
On the 1ft of Auguft we came to the ftrait between

the firft Kurilli iflands. Here we were kept by a ftrong
. contrary wind till the 5th, when we ran into the fecond
Kurilli-ftrait, and there put into an harbour. From
hence we parted on the 7th, and reached the mouth of
Bolfhererzk, over -againft which we came to anchor on

the
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the 8th. I Went afhore on a baidar, which I fent backj
myfe1f remaining in order to purchafe :fi:fh. Though
this bufinefs did riot detain me long; yet I met with ie-'
veral hindrances on €Iuitting the land = and during. this
time a violent ftorrn tore our galleat from her anchor,
My people were too difabled to work the fhip to wind-
ward, and confequently ihe was foon carried out to fea,
I now got into a boat for Bolfheretzk , where I bought
three horfes for 200 roubles, in aider to profecute my
journey by land to Okhotzk. On that very day news
-came to Bolfheretzk that on the 9th of Auguft ah
-engliih fhip was arrived in the harbour of Peter and
Paul, but intending to make a fray there of no more
than 20 days. I was exceedingly curious to learn the
bufinefs and object of the voy-age, and alfo probahly
fame matters that might be ufeful to me; I therefore
put off my journey to Okhotzk, aad fet out on the
zoth of Auguft, on horfeback, for Petropavloffk, where
I arrived on the 23d. The ihip's captain and fame of
, the officers, as Coonas they heard of our arrival, came
on fhore, greeted us in a very friendly manner, and
prevailed on me to accompany them on board; where
they ihewed me famples of their goods, and told me
that they had brought with them a letter from the India
company to the governor of Kamtihatka, expreiling
their wifhes to open a trade to Kamtfhatka, and re-
quefting permiffion to that effect. I diligently en-
quired of them what way they had taken, and how
foon and how well they had completed their voyage;
to all which, without entering into farther particulars,
they told me they had nothing to conceal of their
chart .. I then learnt of them that on the soth of May,

old
-l-- ~
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old ftyle, they took their departure from Bengal, in-
the 23d degree of northlatitude, and on the 16th of
April failed from Malakka to Kanton, -where they ar-
rived on the 29th of May; that on the zSth of July
they left that place, and entered the Peter-Paul's har-
bour on the 9th of A'uguft. There were three engliili
and one portugueze officer on board the fhip , the fai-
lars were Engliih, jews, Negroes, and Chineles,. in
all 70 men. It was a fine ftrong-built veflel, of two
mafts, 28 fails, and 12 cannons on the deck.
Lwas very fumptuoufiy entertained on board; and,

.after fupper, the captain, William Peters, with fame
of the officers, attended me on fhore. On the 25th. I

came hither the commandant of Kamtfhatka, Baron
Stengel; on the 26th and !.7th all agreed, that in re:-
gar.d to the cuftom-houfe duties, the Englifh would
pay, without contradiction, whatever the government-
fhould pleafe to determine thereupon; and now the
traffic began. On the 28th it was fettled by mutual
concert, what commodities fhould in future' be
brought to Kamtfnatka, what fhould be bartered
againft them, and at what price. The following day I
too managed my commerce, taking goods of them to
.the amount of 66 11 roubles; ofw hich I paid 1000 rou-
bles in hard calli, and the remainder in bills on Marco.
On the 3d I left Petropavlofiki, and carne on the 8th
of September to Bolfheretfk, where I had the good for-
tune of immediately felll-ogmy goods at a profit of 50
per cent.
The 12thof September I went from Bolfheretfk,

down the Tigi-likoi coaft to the fort Tigil, which I
reached the 6th of October. From thence I fet out on

the
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the r Sth ofN overnber, in a fledge drawn by dogs,. and
came on the 27th of January 1787 toOkhotzk, agreat
while later than my galleot. In the fame kind of con-
veyance I left Okhotzk on the 8th of February, in
company with my wife, purfued my way, fornetimes
with rein deer, fometimes with horfes, fometimes with
oxen, encountering the moft tremendous dangers, ~nd'
fuffering inexpreffible hardfhips. However, I came on
the r r th of March to Efakutfk, profecuted my journey
on the following day, met with a renewal of all my dif-
ficulties and perils; which, efpecially the whole way
from Karntfhatka, are not to be conceived from any
writte; account, and were fometirnes to be encountered
under the moft tormenting impreflions of well-ground-
ed fear, and with the utmoft hazard of life. The fi-
delity of the Korseik hordes between Tigilik and. In-
ihiga was at that time extremely dubious; the winter,
by continued and very violent north winds, was ex-
traordinarily fevere; and, at the fame time, in thefe
wild and dreary regions, we were frequently attacked
by fuch impetuous ftorms of driven fnow, that we
could not by any means ftir from the fpot, and were
often, obliged to lie two, three, and even five days in
the fnow, without being able once to change our po-
fition , without water, and. as we could make no fire,
even withal t any thing warm to eat or drink. To melt
the [now in our mouths, and to gnaw a fort of hard bif-
cuit, were our only means of nourifhment.. On the
bit part of our journey, from Aldana to Irkutzk,. from
the road being unbeaten, our horfes were fa wearied as
to 11u1" under the fatigue; we therefore proceeded on
foot, in orner to get fafter onwards, and thus, after

all
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:tll our pains and hard£hips, we reached Irkutzk o~ the.
6th of April, in good condition. And here I efteern
it my duty, in this public manner, to teftify my grati-
tude to two perfons highly- deferving of our common
country, the captains Timotheus and Bafilius Shnalef,
of whom one has the fuperintendance of fort Tigil,
and the other a command in the fettlement of Kamenik
for preventing of quarrels between the hordes of the
Korreki and the Tfbukotfki : as alfo to the corporal
Popof, and to the KOZ~lksand the interpreter Sufdalef',
-who accompanied me on the road; and, as they had
relations among the Koreeki, the more eafily defended
me from harm: for only to their care and kindnefs r
believe myfelf indebted for the prefervation of my life.
Nothing now remains but to defcribe as briefly as I

Can the foil of the american iflands, the people that
inhabit them, their manners, ufages and chefs, and to
give fame account of the beafls and birds that are
found upon them.
The american iflands, extending eaftwards from

Kuktal, are, like north-eaftern America, for the rnoft
part ftoney and naked mountains, yet ,among them is
"ery goodland, extremely fit for cultivation; ofwhich
I thoroughly convinced myfelf by my own experiments,
namely, by fowing barley, millet, peafe, beans, gourds,
parfnips,_ muftard, beets, potatoes,turneps, and rhubarb.
All thefe fucceeded as well as could be defired, ex-

cepting that the millet, peafe, beans, and gourds, pro-
duced no feed; but this for no other reafon than be-
caufe the proper ti~e for fowing· them was neglected.
For hay there are plenty of meadow-lands, which pm-
duce excellent grafs; and in many places the cattle:
. VOL. II. D will



will do very well without hay the whole winter throughe
great forefts I found none, but fmaller woods in abun-
dance. The vegetables and plants they moftly culti-
vate for food, are roots, and namely; farana *, biftorr;
the root of yellow fern f, ana kutagar, which laft de-
ferves particular obfervation on account of this circum-
france, that where there are no miceyas.here on thefe
illanGls, it has a very, agreeable mite, whereas, where
thefe animals are found, it is fo bitter that no, man can.
eat it. Of berries.I found there the rafberry t, the bil-
.berry~, and the blackberry II.· Morais-berries, or ma-··
rofhk~~, broffnika **, fchlingberries tt, cranberries,
er klukvattr and knefhenika ~~, in abundance, Of
larger trees, on one half of the ifland Kuktak, and' far-
rher eaflward 1'0 America, are, as far as: I could reckon,
five forts, namely: alder, bufchwerk, birch, and a.
kind of afh , and farther to the eaft on the iflands and'
bays of America, befides thofe already mentioned, are
pine-forefts and larch trees. Of the feathered animals.
I found feveral kinds of geefe and ducks, crowsvjays,
claws, black canary-birds, there called napoiki,~ and-

'" Lilium martagoll feu pompenium, According to the plan-
of natural' hifr. for the normal fchools of Rullia, p. 178, there
are .two kinds of them, one with dull red,. and the other with high<

red flowers, the leaves of the latter are cnumpled backwards at

the point, in the former tbe leaves are thicker; and in the other:'
more divided and {mailer below.

t Filices, ib. p. 235·
§ Vacciniurn uliginofum.

~ Rubus shamsemorua,

tt Viburnum opulus.
.§§ Rubus m;ti-::us •.

~ Rubus idseus, ibid.

II' Vaccinium myrtill us.

*'* Vaccinium vitis ideea •..t::: Vaccini,Un oXyCOCCllS •

magpIes.
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magpies. The cry of thefe latter refembles not at all
the noife. of our ruffian magpies, but they rather fing
.not amifs, though very fofdy, not quite unlike .our
bulfinch. Here are alfo mews, cranes, hems, fnipes,
divers, frurmvogel, aiken, and water-fowls; of fea-
animals, the beavor, the ihaggy porpois, whales, and
, feals, of river-animals, beavers and others. Of land-
'animals, faxes, wolves, bears, ermines, rein-deer, fa-
bles, hares, gluttons, lynxes, tarbagans, and evrafhks *,
, wild fheep, and a fuperior fpecies of porcupine. Of
fea-fifh they catch rays, fcaits, and thornbacks, ftock-
fifh, and herrings. Of river-hili, Tfhavutfha, keta,
nerki, goletz t, chaiko, karakalitza t, and a peculiar
kind of crabs.

The

'if: The former of thefe two animals I have never found any

where elfe mentioned. Evrafhka is explained in jhe Lexicon of

our ruffian academy by lepus dauricus ; and this animal is thus de-

fcr'ibed by the celebrated Dr. Pallas: Magnitlldo paulo infra leIlo-

rem alpin urn, cui fimillimus, Differt forma magis ad leporern pu-

fillum accedente, proportionibus quibufdarn, coloreetforma aurium,

teneritudinevelleris, colore, et anatomicis quibufdam mornentis , de-

inde rnoribus. Auricula rotundato.fubtriangulre, albid:r ". Vellus

tenerrimum, nitidum, totum fupra gryfeo-pallidum, fubtus albi-

dum: Palma: pentadadyla-, dentefque, tit in cognatis. Cauda

nulla, neque coccyx adipofo tubercula prominula.- Vivit in cam-

pis, montiumque declivibus arenofis, apricis, per totarn Danu-

riarn, cuiiiculo labyrinthico; fub autumnurn foeni acervos globe-

fos congerit et compingit. Vox [ere leporis alpini, See Pallas's
. Travels, vol. iii. P: 692, german edition.

t Of thefe other untranflated names I have not been able to

find any explanation. Goletz, according to the tranflation of

Lefchk's natural hiflory by M. Ofererzkoffkoi, tom iv, p. 65, 66.
D ~
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The Koneeges are well-built, robuft, and healthj'

people, and have ufually a round vifage of a fwarthy
complexion, with generally black, feldom auburn hair,
which both men and women cut round about the head.'
'The wives of the principal perfonages difringuifh them-
felves from others by combing the hair flrait: down all
round, cutting it clofe to the eye-brows and wearing a
fillet , feme alfo wear artificial beards, and fame again,
infiead of wearing a neck-kerchief, cover their breafls
and moulders with punctures in the fkin, Men, wo-
men and girls, berea hole through the partition grime
of the 'noftrils; all Iikewife pierce their ears and the
~ower lip. Some of the males alfo punctuate their
neck, but not many, though all cut through the under
lip, in Iuch manner that at firft fight one is inclined
to think they have a daub! e mouth. In the hole bored
in the partition of the nofirils they Hick a longifh bone; .
and whoever have pieces of ore or coral, hang them in
their ears, lips, and nafe; which is held to be a great
diftintl:ion as well as a beautiful ornament. They ne-
ver cut the beard; wear no fhirt, go barefoot, and
when at home are quite naked, except that before they
wear a little apron of fur ornamented with flowers and

grafs.

TSa groundling or leach, Karakalitza, tom. vi, p. 36, Sepia, the
mk-fifh, Nark, according to the ruffian lexicon, falmo; a Ipecies

of (almon about thee quarters of an arfhine in length, fmooth,

red like a falmon, has a very little head, [mall reddith teeth, ere-

rulean on the fides, white tongue, on each fide five teeth, a broad

dark red fpotted back, the fides filver colour, the bel] v white the. ,
tail fomewhat arched,. with large round {cates which eafily come
o.ff. They come in vafr fhoals in the rivers of the Eaftern and the
Perfhinfkian [ea.
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gTafs. They are fame times feen ~n pellices of beaver,
fox or bear fur, of bird's feathers, the frills of evrafhes,
tarbagans, otters, fables, hares, reindeer, gluttons,
and lynxes. A fort of upper garinent they make of
fhe entrails of the porpois, the feal, and the whale.
. On the head they wear hats, made of pine-roots or
grafs matted, or inflead of caps a piece of wood arched
and hollowed onto In catching the marine animals
they ufe arrows which they caft from a wooden board,
and in war they employ the bow .and the dart pointed
with iron, copper, bones, or frone. They have iron
hatchets of a peculiar confiruction j namely, frnall
r~lde pieces of iron: alfo pipes, knives of iron and of
bone; iron needles, which, till our arrival, were made
by the women. Inftead of thread they ufe the dried
finews of animals. Their vefiels are of wood, and of
the horn of the wild iheep, or of day and hollowed
fione , their large and Iinall baidars, or canoes, inftead
of being planked, have their ribs covered with leather.
In thefe they go out to angle Ol~ the rea, with hooks of
bone, faftened to the end of a long firing of.dried fea-
cabbage; the ftalk of the fea-cabbage being frequently
forty fathom in length, and upwards. .In the rivers
they take the fiih by means of a pole with a kind of a,
net at the end of it, in the opening whereof is a point
of bone, iron, or fione, faftened to the wood of the [pear
by finews. The red-fifh [falmo alpinusJ that abound,
in the bays and bites of the rea, they ftrike dead in a,
'moment as foon as ever they put their, heads above wa-
ter. Their manner of producing fire is by rubbing
two fticks together; a~d inftead of lamps they have
earthen veflels, wherein they lay a wick of twitted hay,

:P J ,whi<;k
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which is fed by the melted greafe of fea-dogs, bean,
fea-bears, whales, or the fea-cat. . .

. Of their marriages 1know nothing, nor of their cuf-
toms it the birth of a child, except that to the new-
born babe they give the name of whatever thing firft
ftrikes their fight; whether it be beaf!: or bird, or any
object of like nature.
The feveral races of Konreges bury their dead with

various ceremonies. The cuftoms ufed on thefe occa-
fions having never had an opportunity of feeing, I con-
fequently am not in a capacity to defcribe; only thus
much I know, that fame of their dead are interred
with the beft of what they had, inclofed in a baidark
for a coffin, which is ftrewn over with earth; with
others of the dead a living Dave is buried. But the
Kinaitzes burn their dead, with the fkins of animals,
which the relations are obliged to collect for that purpofe.
For teftifying their forrow they cut off their hair,

befmearing their faces with black. In this manner they
mourn their relations, father, mother, brother, fifters,
and fuch as were dear- to them; but frequently even
for an acquaintance with whom they lived in friendfhip ;
however they mourn for 'no one who was their enemy,
or only was not their friend, though ever fa nearly re-
lated to them.
Popular difeafes are not known among them, the ve-

nereal excepted; and to the fmall-pox they are utter,
fhangers. In general they are of athletic habits, and
live frequently to a hundred years.
When they expect guefts, their cuftorn is to go to

meet them, properly fmeared over with red paint, and
hung about with their beft pieces of drefs, dancing as

they
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'they go, to the beat of .drurn, and bearing their wea-
pons of war; but the guefts make their -appearance in
the v:ery [arne drefs in which they go forth to 'battle~
,As foonas they approach the fea-coafi, theperfons
who give the entertainment jump into the water, breaft:.
lligh, and drag as many. baidars and baidarks as they'
can to the fhore ; then each takes one of the guefts on
his back, and runs with him to the firft place prepared'
for the entertainment and the game.s·; there they fquat
-down in due order. And now .a:lllarefilenr, till they
have fufficiently eaten and drunk. Their firft hofpita-
ble mark of honour, is the giving of cold water all
.round; then little youths bear about the eatables, which
confift partly i,n a mifh-maih of the fat of 'the above-
mentioned fea-animals, partly in the berries before de-
fcribed, fometirnes mixed, fometirnes unmixed. Then
other diihes are ferved round, of dried fifh, called by
them yukol ; of :fiefh of beafts and' birds; of ali forts
always the beft that can be procured. They know no-
thing Of falr, Of aU thefe the hoft muftfirft eat and
drink, otherwife the guefts would not take of them;
from whence we may conclude that at times they may
be poifoned. The haft then paifes the dill! to the gudt
that fits next him; who, after taking what he pIe-afes,
hands it to his neighbour, and fo on to the laft. What
then remains is brought back to the firfl, who jays it
by, in order that afterwards when the time for parting
comes, each of the guefts may take a portion of it
away with him. When they have done eating, they
converfe for fame time; a"nd then begin to play on
drums and other fmall inftruments; fame at the fame
time put on a peculiar kind of wooden rnafks, varioufly

,D 4 painted,
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painted, and dance for the entertainment of the guefts,
The games being ended, they conduct their.gllefts in-
to a building erected expreffiy for fuch occafions, ca-
pable of containipg a great number of perfons. This
building in fome fort refernbles a fmall church, but.
built in a very irregular, rude, and barbarous fiyle.
Here commences a different kind of pafiime, which
lafts as long as the guefis continue their itay. When
anyone is weary, he goes to fleep; and, having had
his nap out, mixes again in the fports, till the company
prepares to depart. On taking leave they receive pre-
Ients, or make mutual exchanges of whatever they have
about them. In thefe buildings they ufuaHy hold their
confultations, enter into negotiations, form compacts,
and in fhort tranfact all bufinefies of a general nature;
but to thefe meetings their wives are never admitted.
The Konaiges and Tihllgatfhes fpeak the fame dia ...

leCt:; but the Kinaitzes have a language peculiar to
themfe1ves; thefe latter Jikewife follow a mode of lif~
entirely different.

They dwell in huts of earth, the walls whereof they .
cafe with boards; the window is in the cover; for panes
of ghfs they make ufe of the bladder and other intef-
trues of animals, the little and narrow pieces whereof
they neatly few together with thread made of nerves
and finews , the place for going out of them is upwards
from below. They have no {}oves, nor. are they in
want of firing, as thefe habitations are Iufficiently warm
without them. Their fweating baths are the fame kind
of caves in the earth, .in which they c1eanfe themielves
with grafs and birch-twigs. The heat isproduced byftones
previoufly made glowing hot in the kitchen; which

method,
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method, befides that the heat produced by it is ex-;.
trernely great, has yet this other advantage, that it
caufes no vapour at all. In general, like the Ruffians,
they are exceedingly fond of hot-bathing. The kitchen
belongs to numbers of huts in common, being provided
with large apertures all round it, for that purpofe. To
conclude; their way of life is very thieviih : he that
can fteal the often eft, the moft at a time, and the rnoft
dextroufly, acquire's the greateft reputation. Polyga-
my is not in ufe among 'them. It but rarely happens
that a man has two wives; but it is a very common
thing for a beautiful and buxom woman 'to have two or
three hufbands , who, in that cafe, are never jealous of
one another, but live on the beft terms and in perfect
harmony. -
None of thefe tribes have any land-carriages; neither

are there in thofe parts any animals that could be ufed
for draught. To this affertion dogs may perhaps be an
exception; but they are never employed in that
manner.
The inhabitants of the coaft of America and the cir-

cumjacent iflands traverfe the lakes and rivers in their
baidars : of the cufiorns of thofe that live farther within
the country I can fay nothing, as I have had no inter-
courfe with them .
. Of the deity they have not even the ilighteft concep-
tion; and, though they relate that there are two rulers
of the world, or fovereign fpirits, the one good and
the other evil, . yet they make no likenefs whatever of
either; neither do they pay them any worfhip, and
.have no fort of idols. Nor have they any thing far-
~~t'. to fay of thefe tWQ beings, than that the good one
\0 taught
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taught them to make' baidars, and that the malignant
one is delighted in defrroying and wrecking them.
Hence we may draw conc1ufions of the narrow bounds
by 'whichtheir underftanding is confinecl. And yet
witchcraft and forcery are matters of no fmall confe-
quence among them. Juftice and jurifprudence are
not only not fubmitted to any regulations; but they know
fcarcely any thing about them; in general they and
the irrational animals do not differ greatly in their
manner of life. They are of a very warm temperament;
efpecially the women ... They are, by nature artful and
enterprifing; in committing and revenging injuries
mifchievous and malicious, though they wear the fern-
blance, of gentlenefs and affection. Of their fidelity and
fincerity I cannot fay much, by reafon of the fhortnefs
of my fray among them. Ihave had proofs of attach-
ment andconftancy, 'but I 'have had alia proofs of the
. contrary qualities. Reprefent to them. any thing in
Iuch a manner as that they fhall perceive the utility of
it; they will fet to work at the execution and attain-
ment of it with the utmoft activity and diligence, and
will aifuredly never fpare themfelves in any labour how-
ever arduous, when once they are certified .of profit.
On the whole, they. are a merry, harmlefs people, as
is evinced by their daily fports and paftimes; from
their perpetual and unbounded careleifnefs all improve-
ments in their domeftic concerns are entirely neglected;
, nay, they have not even an idea of any fuch thing; and
therefore frequently.obliged to fuffer hunger and na-
kednefs.














