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THE VOYAGE OF GREGORY SHELEKHOF, A RUSSIAN
MERCHANT, FROM OKHOTZK ¥, ON THE EASTERN
OCEAN, TO THE COAST OF AMERICA, IN THE
YEARS 1783, 1784, 1785, 1786, 1787+,

AND HIS RETURN TO RUSSIA,.

FROM HIS OWN JOURNAL.

IN the year 1783. a company of merchants built
three gallcnts in the harbour of Okhotzk. Tothe firlt
was given the name of, The three church-doétors, the

{econd

* Okhotzk is fituated in 59 deg. 17 min, north latitude, and

348 deg. 10 min. longit. from the meridian-of Kamtchatka,
The whole title of the MS. runs thus : The voyage of Gre-
gory Shelekhof, a ruffian merchant, from Okhotzk, on the eaft-
VOL. IL.
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2 VOYAGE FROM OKHOTZK

facond was called, The St. Simeon *, and St. Anna the
prophetefs ; the third, The St. Michael. With thefe
I failed, on the 16th of Auguft, 1783. from the mouth
of the river Ourak, falling into the fea of Okhotzk,
into the eaftern ocean, with a company of 192 work-
peoplet. I myfelf was on board the firft galleot, with
my wife, who was refolved to accompany me wherever
I went; from which fhe was not to be deterred by the
reprefentation of all the toils and dangers the was hikely
to undergo. In cafe the veflcls fhould be difperfed by
contrary winds, I appointed the Bering’s ifland to be
the place of rendezvous. I had a variety of difficulties
to conquer previous to my departure. However, on
the zoth of Auguft we reached the firft Kounili ifland ;
but a confrary wind obliged us to defer our landing till

ern ocean, to the coaft of America, in the years 1783, 1784,
1985, 1786, 1787. and his return to Ruflia ; with a circumftantial
account of the difcovery made by him of two new iflands Kuktak
and Aphagnak, to which even the famous englifh navigator Captain
Cook did not come. To which is added a defeription of the way
of life, manners, ufages, habitations, and drefs of the peaple
dwelling on them ; who fubmitted themitlves to the ruflian do-
minion ; as allo of the climate, of the fealons, of the animals,
both wild and tame, fith, birds, vegerables, and many other re-
markable particulars found there, all of which are auth.nti ally
and accurately defcribed by himfelf.

#* In the MS. it is the St. Simeon who took Ged in his arms;
and a note upon it refers us to the Gofpel of St. Luke, chap, ii.

ver. 28. 36.

+ Sohe calls his fhip’s company all along, Sometimes by that
term he feems indeed to mean artificers ; but in general it muft

fignify the failors.

the




TG THE COAST OF AMERICA. 3

the 2d of September. On that day we dropped an-
chor, went on the ifland, and fupplied ourfelves with
freth water. On the 3d of September we purfued our
voyage; but on the 12th we were met by a violent
ftorm, which lafted eight and forty hours, and fe-
parated all our fhips. The ftorm raged fo furioufly,
that we even loft all hope of faving our lives; and
though, on the 14th the two firft galleots met again,
and landed on the 24th at Bering’s ifland, in the re-
{olution of wintering upon it; as well in order to wait
there for the third galleot, on board of which were 62
perfons, as alfo on account of the adverfe winds; yet
even this expeétation was fruftrated during the whole
time of our ftay on Bering’s ifland. On the 25th, of
September I difpatched fome people from the two vel-
{els, on baidars*, with orders to fail round the ifland,
as I was curious to know whether they might not meet
with fomething remarkable. They returned on the
27th, without having feen any thing worthy of notice.
The whole winter through, all the produce of our
hunting confifted of no more than fome, very few,
little rock-foxes; no other game being there to be
found. 'The provifions afforded by the ifland confift
of fea-fith, which abound there in great variety, and
thedfleth of fea-animals : fuch as fea-bears and {ea-dogs.
Of birds are found geefe, ducks, fwans, mews, gulls,
with other water-fowl and birds of the foreft ; to whicl

* According to Kratcheninikof thefe are veffels 12 feet long,
and 2 feet broad, fomsrimes conftruted of poplar weood and fome=

times of feal-kins,




4 i VOYAGE FROM OKHOTZK

we may add the roots kutarganoe and farana*, as ufe-
ful to the fupport of life.

The winter was long and fevere; the winds moftly
from the north-or eaft ; fmow and fleet almoft every
(‘Ir'.‘l}'-

As the failors could not be kept from the fcurvy, it
was neceflary to think of remedies; accordingly when
it fnowed, they went about the fea-fhore, and on clear
days, on fnow-fhoes, to the mountains farther off.

On the line we drew there we found the deviation of
the magnetic seedle to be 1§ rhomb to the eaft.

On the 16th of June, 1784, we lett this ifland ; and
I appointed, in cafe of a feparation, Unalathka, one
of the Fox-iflands, for our place of rendezvous. But,
in order that the third veflel, which had firayed from
the two firft, might be informed of this our agreement,
and {o be enabled to follow us thither, I took care to
leave a letter on Bering’s ifland for it. We were de-
tained till the 19th; the wind being fometimes flack
and {emetimes contrary, when we very tedioufly got
again on board: on the rgth, during a thick fog, we
loft fight of the St. Simeon. On the 20th, one of our
veflels brought to at the Copper-ifland; here we
took in freth water and fome fleth of fea-bears: on the
23d, we again fet faill. The 6th of July ‘we came to

* Frem Kratcheninikof's defeription of Kamtchatka we learn

that the farana is a fpecies of lily, lilidin flore atro rubente, with
a dark red flows:

, which at tle beginning of fummier is found in

Kamtchatka growing wild ip the fields, and from the dried roots

itchadales prepare a {ort of grift or meal 3 which,

mixed with bramble-berries and crapberries, is faid to have a very
apalyls

CCabic tdite,

whereof the Kar

3 the
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the 1fland Achta, one of the Andrew-iflands; the #th,
we pafled Omla; the 8th and gth, we were in fight of
the ifland Siugam Achmuta, and afterwards of the four
Berg-iflands. 'The roth, we paffed through the firaits
between them, and bent our courfe from fouth to
north. On the 12th, at a fmall diftance from this
ifland, we got fight again of the St. Simeon, purfued
our courfe, and came on the 13th, to the ifland Una-
Jathka and the bay of Natukinfk ; on the 14th, we drew
our galleots into the Captain’s haven, where we remain-
ed till the 22d, employed in refitting them, and pro-
viding ourfelves with neceffaries.

On our way to the abevementioned iflands, we could
not but remark, that this whole chain of iflands, from
Bering’s ifland to Kuktak, of which T fhall fpeak more
hereafter, confifts of high rocky mountains ; among
which are fome that vomit fire. They are entirely
deftitute of forefts; though fingle trees grow difperfed
between the rocks, namely brafthwood, alders, and
abrefchenbaume, but even thefe not in all parts. 'The
imhabitants colleét for firewood what the fea throws up
upon the thore.

At Unalathka T fupplied myfelf with neceffarics,
took two interpieters and ten Aleutans with me, who
voluntarily .eame and offered me their fervices, no
longer waited for the galleots that were left behind,
but profecuted my voyage on the 22d of July ; onli.r
leaving dire@ions for the galleot St. Michael to land if
ihe thought fit, at the ifland Kuktak *, which is other-

* This and the following contradiéts the title ; but it is eafily
{een from the whole on which fide the truth lies,

E 3 wife




6 VOYAGE FROM OKHOTZK

wife called Kadyak; as this was appointed the common
place of rendezvous.

We now pafied the ftraight that runs from north ta
fouth between the two Fox-iflands Unimak and Akun.
This paflage is no hindrance to fuch veflels as pafs it, it
being clear and broad; only at the time of ¢bb and
flood the current is extremely rapid.

On the 3d of Auguft we came to the ifland Kuktak ;
entered the fouthern harbour, and there dropped an-
chor. On the 4th I fent fome workmen, on four bai-
dars, two and two together, for the purpofe of exami-
ning whether the ifland was inhabited. Two of the bai-
dars returned that very day, without having found any
iflanders; but, prefently after, one of the laft baidars
that had been fent, came into the haven, with tidings
that they had feen fome inhabitants: on the 3th, came
back the laft baidar bringing one of the inhabitants in
it, whom I endeavoured to entertain as well as I could,
made him fome trifling prefents, and difmifled him the
following day. He afterwards came again, and ftaid
with us till our departure; making one in all our ex-

curfions, and not only difcovered no inftance of trea-
chery, but even warned us of the hoftile difpofitions of
fome of the natives whao were laying {nares for our
lives. This their bafe defign alfo betrayed.atfelf'through
their own undertakings, of which Ishall fpeak here-
after.  On the third day after our arrival there came to
us three men from the Kogaeges, the people we had firft
feen, on 3 fmall baidars; we jnvited them to come on
board our veflel with figns of friendfhip and good will,
tiking from them a few animals in return for things that
were, particularly acceptable to them. During their

Vi h; )
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vifit, there happened, on the sth of Auguft, about 2
in the afternoon, an eclipfe of the fun, which con-
tinued for an hour and a half. This excited great af-
tonithment in the Konzges, as people who had not the
flighteft notion of the caufe of this phznomenon, but
was attended with no farther confequences.

On the 7th of Auguft, I fent workmen, for the fe-
cond time, in four baidars, partly for the purpofe of
looking for the coverts of animals, partly for exploring
the ifland itfelf; with orders to go as far about it as
they fhould find it poffible. They faw, on the gth of
Agiguﬁ, at the diftance of about 40 verfts from the har-
bour, a multitude of favages affembled on a very fieep
and broad rock, ftanding alone, and inacceflible from
the fea, which on one fide was five feet in height, but
on the ether more than feven, My people {poke to
thefe favages; telling them, * that they might fafely
receive us as friends;” but, inftead of regarding what
they faid, the favages fternly infifted, ¢ that we fhoyld
retire from their coafts, if we had any regard for our
lives, and never come near them again!” As foon as
1 was made acquainted with this, I immediately went
thither with my people, and reprefented to them; ¢ that
they might as well lay afide their infolence, and rather
enter into.a friendly traffic with us;” at the fame time
affuring them, ¢ that we, on our parts, were come,
not for engaging in quarrels and hoftilities, but to
gain their affection in a friendly intercourfe; and, asa
proof of it, I promifed to make them prefents to the
utmoft of my ability, of fuch articles as were moft ef-
timable to them.” 'There was then a great number of
them, at leaft 4000 perfons. They paid not the leaft

B 4 attention




3  YOYAGE FROM OKHOTZK

attention to my aflurances; but began to fthoot at us
from their bows. I was therefore compelled to retire,
not without uneafinefs at the uncertain termination of
this tranfaction. Yet, confidering their perverfe and
obftinate behaviour towards us, and their firm refolu-
tion either to remove us from their coafts or defiroy us
all, I proceeded to take every poffible precaution againft
an unexpected attack. The r2th of Auguft, exaltly

at midnight, juftas my people had left the watch, thc
favages came down from their rocks in great numbers,
and fell upon us with fuch fury, that I verily believe
they would have effected their purpofe without diffi-
culty, had we been lefs vigilant, or more timid. The
profpact of death infpired us with courage; we defend-
ed ourfelves with our fire arms; and, though not till
after an obftinate engagement, putthem to flight. At
fun-rife we {aw none of them near us, nor any of their
flain; for thefe they had taken with them. On the
other hand we were fo fortunate that not onc of us was
either killed or wounded ; which I afcribe folely to the
providence of God. Shortly afterwards we learnt from
a deferter that had been in captivity among the favages,
a native of Tatagu, otherwife called in the ruffian lan-
guage, Fox-aleutes, that the favages waited all the
mext day on their rocks expe@ing a confiderable rein-
forcement from the habitations of Ilud, Ugaataka,

Tchinnigaka, Ugathika, and feveral other places, in

the refolution of making a vigorous attack, with com-
bined force on all fides, both on us, and in the harbour
on our veilels, fo as not to leave a man of us alive.
Thus, not difmayed by the ill-fuccefs of their former
attack, they only refolved to firengthen themfelves the

more;
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more; and, in cafe that any of us thould by chance
efcape from death, to diftribute fuch among them as
flaves, and then to take pofleffion of our effets; for
our planks, our veffels, and other matters, were of
great value to them. Confidering the imminent dan-
ger that awaited us, now dreadfully increafed by the
artifice of the favages, I determined to prevent their
hoftilities, by taking pofleflion of the forementioned
rock on which they had fettled themfelves as in a fort,
before they could get their reinforcement. In the
mean time the favages never ceafed from making va-
rious attempts againft us. Thefe, as well as the dif-
proportion between our numbers and their’s, efpecially
after the augmentation they expected, determined me
to rufh, with all my people, upon their fortrefs and
drive them from it. We marched under the dif-
charge of our fire-arms; but as this did them no in-
jury, they made a violent refiftance with their arrows 3
whereupon I found myfelf neceflitated to oppofe them
with five cannons of two-pound balls that we had
brought with us; yet leaving the moft of them on the
projections of the rock, pointing them at their habi-
tations, in order, by doing them fome mifchief, to
firike thefe people, who were not acquainted with the
effedts of fuch arms, with the greater terror. Andin
fact fo new and unufual an appearance frightened and
enraged them more than all the damage they fuffered
from it; they now no longer entertained their former
contéemptuous opinion of us; fled from their fortrefs
and abandoned it to us, without our lofing one fingle
man ; and hurting only five, who were indeed feverely,
though not dangeroufly, wounded, With all the care

I took
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*I took to avoid the thedding of blood, yet it cannot
be imagined but that fomerof them muft have been
killed. I wasdefirous of knewing {amething more ac-
curatelyof this circumftance ; but in vain: for they either
took their dead away with them, or threw them into the
fea. Westook upwards of 1000 Konwges prifoners; the
reft, certainly not fewer than 3000, efeaped by flight:
400 of the prifoners we took with us to the harbour ;
and the others [ fet a liberty. Of thofe we retained I
chofc one to be their leader, called in the konzgan
language, Chatkak, to whom I afterwards gave full
command over all the reft, prefenting them with bai-
dars, baidarks¥, nets, and other neceflary imple-
ments; but at the fame time taking twenty of their
children as hoftages for fecuring their fidelity. - Thefe
prifoners, exprefling a defire to fettle at the diftance of
15 verfts from thu harbour, T complied with their re-
queft. In the fequel they proved conftantly faithful
allies : and 1 lc‘:‘tl'[ll from them that we certainly could
not have efcaped the utmoft danger, or even entire de-
ftruction, had we waited till the other Konges had come

ta therwr affiftance ; who confiffed of a very numerous

army, and were a

eady very ncar the fort. But now
the fugitives that met them informed them of fome-

thing mare dreadful than in fadt” it was; and affured
| S
that,

1 an
them,

with our fire-arms, we might accomplifh
=

o e : -

wihatever we would, for, that with our darts we had de-

firoyed their rocks and their habitations by which the v

fo mucl intimidated the others, that they immediatelv

Notwithftanding all this, the favages,

The diminutive of Baidars.
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excepting my colonifts, afterwards ventured to make fe-
veral attempts, They aflembled, one rainy and ftormy
night, in great multitudes, and fell with much fary on
the baidars that lay in the bay of Igatazk, throwing on
all fides darts and arrows ; but our people with the fire
of their fmall arms, repelled this attack ; yet whether
any of them were flain by them, we could not learn:
on our fide five men were wounded, but only fo that
they might {foon be cured. Our baidars were indeed
much damaged ; as the darts of the Konzges had en-
tirely gone through their fides, and in fuch numbers,
that fome of them had at leaft a hundred holes. 'The
attack was indeed tremendous. I had been previoufly
informed of the favage nature of the nation of Konzges,
as likewife of the caufes of the fuccefs of their endea-
vours to find out the ftate and condition of the feveral
trading hunters *, asthey came tothem, whereby they very
eafily drove them away. But my zeal for the interefts of
my native country armed me againft every apprehen-
fion I entertained in regard to the earlier accounts of

the trading hunters who had been on the promontory

% Ttis thus that I have ventured to tranflate the ruffian term
promuifhlennik, which M. Muller in his contributions to ruffian
hiftory does not tranflate at all; and of which in vol. vi. p. 491. he
gives the following explanation : ““In Siberia under this same are
comprized all thofe people who addict themfelves at once to trade,
to hunting and fiflhing, and whofe forefathers fettled there foon
after the difcovery of Siberia, in order to gain their livelihood by
trading in furs, of which, asis well known, there is great abun-
dance in that country.” As we fee already from this account of
Shelekhof’s voyage, they have now united in feveral commercial
gompanies.

OF
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of Agayechtalik at this ifland, who had all of them
experienced the rage of thele favages.. I got the bet-
ter of thefe difcouraging featimentss and it was not
merely in the tranfaétions with the members of our
fociety that I made it my firft duty to endeavour at
promoting the advantage of the crown by foothing the
favages, but I ftrove to bring all my people to affift
me in that intention. The Konages thought it an
cafy matter either to beat us off’ from their ifland, or
not to leave a man of us alive if we thould be {o obfti-
natc as to perfift in eppofing their attacks ; or, if any
thould efcape death, to fhare them among them as
dlaves, according to their cuftom in the wars they are
inceflantly carrying on with the nations of their kind,
and afterwards employ them in all forts of work.
What ftrengthenced them in their purpofe, was,
1, The fmallnefs of our number ; for we were in all
150 perfons.
- The fuccefs they had had in the year 1761, againft 2
l containing 3 party of trading hunters that had
imprudently lande d at Agayechtalik, in order to winter
there ; when the favages permitted not the people of the
vetlcl to go farther than five verfts at moft from that

N e,
I3

ace, tobbed them of almoft all they caught, and af-

L

erwards forced them to depart before the winter was at
an end.

. In the \“1." 1778. they fucceeded in enti irely dri-
ving away a vefltl be IJ"“.!‘U to the Cho (loltluclﬂu #
company of merchants, within eleven days after their

coming upon their coafts.

lenominated from the names of the perfons

v whom they were irlt wefbak1i0.2 P 1 ~ -
'y whom they were firlt eftablifhed, or of the principal partners.

4 In
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4. Intheyear 1780, a veflel of the commercial compa-
ny of Panof touched at the fame promontory, under the
command of the pilot Otfheredin; who, notwithftand-
ing his defign of wintering there, after many contefts,
in which he loft feveral of his men, was obliged to run
away.

5. In the year1780. a few hunters on the Fox-iflands,
in the fervice of feveral trading companies, fitted out
three veffels to fail for the coafts of North America,
having near 3oo men on board. Thefe veffels were
under the command of the pilot Potap Saikof; they
came at the latter end of Auguft to the thores of North
Americay ran into the Tthugatfkoi firaights, to which
Cook gave the name of Sandwich Sawn, intending
there to winter. They thought themfelves ftrong
enough to repell any attack that thould be made upon
them; but they were at laft convinced of their miftake.
The inhabitants prevented them from taking any kind
of game, and allowed them not, though fingle and
unarmed, to proceed farther than one verft from their
people. However, with great difficulty they main-
tained their ftation during the winter, abandoned all
their former projects, and fled away, after feveral of
their people had perithed by hunger.

Thefe knew at that time of my purpofe to go to the
ifland of Kadyak, and endeavoured by all means to
diffuade me from it, reprefenting the natives to me as
a blood-thirfty and implacable race; and that not only
from the juft mentioned examples, but allo from the
experience I myfelf had made of the inhabitants of the
T1hugatfkoi promontory, who are of like difpofitions
with thofe of Kadyak; but I paid little attention to all

=Y

) adfs
i
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thefe remonftrances, and flighted all dangers, fo 1
might only accomplith my defign and that of my em=
ployers.

The above related attacks upon us promifed no fe-

curity for the future ; and fo much the lefs as they
ftill never ceafed from falling upon our baidars which
from time to time we fent out upon difcoveries, not-
withftanding that after every attempt they gave us frefh
hoftages. Yet, with all this, we refolved to winter on
the ifland, and to induce them by friendly treatment
and little prefents to a peaceable acquaintance with us;
at the fame time to convince them that by a favage
behaviour they would deprive themfelves of their own
repofe, and frequently of their lives. In order to fhew
them a manner of lhife with which they were hitherto
unacquainted, I applied myfelf to the building of little
dwelling-houfes, and a fort, though at fir{t they were
only of wood and plaifter. In this building we were
very fuccefsful, though it coft us great trouble. Buvt
as they did not even now defift from their perpetual
hoftilities as well on the baidars as on ourfelves, I
ftrove, in order as much as poffible to prevent the
thedding of blood, and yet to provide for oar own
fafety, to let them fee the force and violent effets of
our powder. I caufed a hole to be bored in one of the
largeft rocks, had it filled with powder; and fixed a
firelock before it, to which a long firing was tied, the
extremity whereof reached to a cavity in another rock,
made for the fafety of him who was to pull it. Im-
mediately as he jerked the trigger, I gave the fign for
a number of mufquets to be fired. By means of the
great concourfe of peaccably difpofed Konamges who

were
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were {pedtators of this explofion, the report was -\
mediately fpread of the force and the exactitude of
what they termed our arrows. After thefe and many
other phaenomena ' which I pafs over, incomprehenfible,
marvellous and at the fame time terrible to them, the
iflanders defifted from harrafling us with their attempts
to drive us away. I now took advantage of their
amazement to reprefent to them that I only withed to
live 1n amity, and not to be at war with them ; for, if
I had any other intention, they would not be able to
avoid the force of my arms; that our moft gracious
monarch likewife only withed to protet them, and to
enable them to lead a life of fecurity and repofe.
Thefe and other proofs of our friendfhip, together
with fome trifling prefents, at length got the better of
their ftubborn tempers, and pacified their minds. 1
then endeavoured, by my interpreter, to convey to
them proper {entiments of the tranquillity, greatnefs,
power, and beauty, of the ruffian empire, as well as
the benignity of our emprefs. *The more I now per-
ceived that the fame of thefe and the curiofity after
fuch accounts was increafing every moment ; fo much
the more I laboured to convince them of it, one while
by difplaying to them fuch objeéts, which, but for
our admonitions, they would have immediately revered
as divine ;- at others by leading them gradually to the
knowledge of the ftate of ignorance in which they were,
and thus gained their good will to fo high a degree, that
at length they all called me their father; and amidft
numerous tokens of their confidence, refigned them-
felves entirely to my guidance and direction. The
quick completion of our houfes they held for a miracle,

7 as
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as they, wretched as their habitations are, conftruct
them with great difficulty and, labour; being
forced to employ fome years only in planing the
boards with {mall pieces of iron. Accordingly thofe
that are already erected bear a great value. Their ig-
norance was fo great, that they took a Kulibin’s lan-
tern *, which we ufed to fet up on dark nights, for
the fun, which we had ftolen, and ¢ therefore, faid
they, the days are {fo dark.” It was extremely painful
to me to {ee the narrownefs of their minds, I there-
fore did not Jeave them long 1in this miftake; but took
all poflible pains to make it intelligible to them, that
it was the work of a man, fuch as they were, only
with this difference, that they could not learn any
thing, till they became peaceful and tra&able and
thewed an inclination to adopt our ufages and manner
of life. I fhewed them the conveniency and fuperio-
rity of the houfes, drefs, and food of the Ruffians ; and
called their attention to my people as they were at
work in digging, and fowing and planting the ground
for kitchen-gardens. Alfo, when we came to reap the

* So called from its inventor Xulibin ; a man of humble ori-
gin, but become confpicuous for his remarkable genius in mecha-
nical works. He firft made himfelf known by a watch he con-
trived in the fhape of an egg, at prefent kept among the curios
fities in the mufeum of the imperial academy, and is fince de-
feribed in Bacmeifier's effay on the library and the rarity cham-
ber. — Befides this, his principal inventions are: a model of a
wooden bridge of one arch propofed to be built acrofs the Neva :
and the lantern here mentioned, in which the lamp is placed
burning before a large mirror compoftd of a great number of lite

tle picces of looking- glafs,

fruit
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fruit of our labours, Iga‘:c them portions of it; yet
they would only wonder at it, without doing any thing
farther. - I feafted numbers of them on the provifions
which my people dreffed for me, and to which they
conftantly fhewed a great liking. Such treatment in-
creafed our intimacy from day to day; and as they
knew of no other means of obliging me, they brougit
me their children in P‘I'C’lt numbers as hoftages, even
when I made no fuch requifition, and had no need of
them ; yet, not to make them diffatisfied, I accepted
of many, and fent back the reft with fuitable prefents.
Our intimacy being thus eftablithed, I began to exa-
mine into their conceptions of the deity; and I was
pleafed to find that their hearts were not infected with
idolatry. - They knew but of two fovereign beings in
the univerfe, of whom one is good, the other bad ; of
both they related numberlefs extravagancies confor-
mably with their ignorance and rudenefs. Upon this
I made an attempt to convey to them a general and
comprehenfible idea of the chriftian belief; and ever
as I faw their curiofity increafe, I firove to profit a

far as I was able by the opportunity. -Xcmm“

an mcl nation to it, more part
cerning our belief, and to Jead them to piety towards
God and affeétion tn their fellow-creatures, in which

I {fenfibly touch

2} In a word, at my de-
parture I had lllfli‘l'., forty of them chriftians.

1 1 LS G e R e e & o
They were baptized w ith i;-_d, ceremonies as a man
night venture to ufe without be: ; a prieft. .’Xnd now

g p
A1 1O deipl C

I pcrcei\cd that thev bega

countrymen ; and, what

YOL. 11. c
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they now firove to imitate the manners and cuftoms of
the Ruffians, they affected to ridicule the other fava-
ges, as very ignorant people in comparifon of them.
Many of them I frequently took to my houfe with me,
where they faw a picture of our {overeign, and various
books, afking them what they faw remarkable ; I then
told them, with all due reverence, of her imperial ma-
jefty, of her gracious government, her power and fu-
premacy, and how happy they thought themfelves
whofe duty it was to obey her commands, and who
lived under her fway; on the other hand, that they
were extremely miferable who evaded her laws, and
acted contrary to her will. I ufed my utmoft en-
deavours to infufe into them this maxim, that every
one ought to be in eafe and fecurity, that every body
fhould be able to go wherever he pleafed alone, with-
out fear of attack or robbery. — By thefe and the like
reprefentations eafily comprehenfible to them, I had
a&ually wrought fo much upon them, that they beg-
ged and intreated me to drive from their ifland all that
fhould hereafter approach to land upon it ; alfuring me
that they put themfelves entirely under my prote&tion,
with the promife of being in all things obedient and
fubmiffive to me. As thefe poor people frequently
came to our dwellings, and there were witnefles to the
alacrity and refpect with which my people obeyed me
and executed my orders, they prefently began to ima-
gine, that none in the world could be greater than L.
— I foon however fet them right on this matter, by
telling them that [ was no more than cne of the mean-
eft fubjects of my emprefs, that a great many other
commanders were conftituted by her, whofe bufinefs
1t
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it was to fee that none were injured or oppréfled. By
all poflible methods I endeavoured to make it plain to
them how they would profper and flourith, if they de-
voted themfelves with fidelity to our moft gracious
monarch ; who, on the other hand, had power Tuffi-
cient to punifh them for their obftinacy and chaftife
them for difobedience ; and, by frequent repetitions of
my accounts of the order and harmony that prevailed
mn Ruffia, of the beautiful houfes and edifices that
were there, T excited the curiofity of fome of them fo
far, that forty of them, men, women, and children,
expreflfed their longing to fee Ruffia, and actually
accompanied me to Okhotzk. Fifteen of them pro-
ceeded farther; to Irkutzk; the ref, after having
cloathed them and made them fome prefents, I fent
back on board my veflels, bound for their ifland.

In regard to the'books they faw in my chamber,
I found it impoflible to give them the fmalleft idea of
the nature of them, and how they could impart infor--
mation. =—— When at times I would fend one of them
with a letter to my artelthiks, or workmen, in other
parts of the iflands, they fell into the utmoft aftonith-
ment, that they fhould fend me back exatly what
they knew I wanted from what I had faid to them a
day or two before, though they had not fpoke.a word
of it. I {ent one of them, for example, with a letter
to one of my under-traffickers, defiring him to fend
me fome plumbs and other dried fruits. My meilen-
ger, unable to refift the temptation, ate up half of
them by the way, as I found by comparing the quan-
tity he brought me with that mentioned in the letter,
For this I chid him ; obferving to him that it had been

C 2 my
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my intention to give him a few for his trouble, on his
delivering to me the quantity entire. On this he exprefled
the moft extreme furprize, perfuaded as he was that
the letter had feen him eat them. However, returned
he, T know how I fhall prevent the fame thing hap-
pening for the future. Now, in order to try how far
his ftupidity would go, I fent him a fecond time, and
found in like manner, by the letter and the weight,
that there was a deficiency of more than half; he
frankly confeffed the fraud, but was firuck with fult
greater amazement than before; as this time he had
the precaution to keep the letter buried in the fand all
the while he was eating the fruit; however, the only

conclufion he made from it was, that the letter muft

have fpied him through the fand *.

A farther example of this dulnefs of apprehenfion
was exhibited on occafion of a looking-glafs, that I
had put up in my room, before which the favages ne-
ver ftood without inexpreflible admiration at feeing
perfons in it exaétly like themfelves. That they them-
felves produced thefe perfons was what they could not

% T fhould not have tranflated this anecdote, had I not hoped
that many of my readers would not be difpleafed to fee that this
tranfaétion, which they will recolle& to have read in their youth,
and which almoft every jeft book relates, is properly appropriate
to an ifland of North America. The credibility however of my
traveller I think cannot well be leflened by this little flip ; efpe-
cially if we confider how natural it is to every narrator, on co-
ming to a favourite anecdote, to bring himfelf into play by the little

preface of *¢ Lfaw it ;" I myfelf was prefent, &e.”
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by any means be made to conceive, and therefore held
it to be an inexplicable effect of magic.

At length, however, I was able to give them fome
faint idea of books, and promifed to teach their chil-
dren to read, if they were defirous of it. A fpecies
of wifdom in their opinion {o extraordinary found fome
admirers, who atually fent their children to me. Here
1 muft do juftice to the good capacities of thefe people ;
their children conftantly very foon comprehended the
tafk I fet them ; and fome of them, at my departure
had learnt to fpeak Ruffian fo well, as to be underftood
without difficulty. 1 left 25 boys that were able to
read a little, and fhewed a far greater inclination to
live with us than with the favages their parents. By all
thefe means I endeavoured to bring them to the con-
fcioufnefs of their ignorance. I was obliged to be al-
ways reproving my people for their difpofition to
wrangle with the favages, till I at length convinced
them of the utility of my behaviour towards them.
The natives had even now found out that my letters
were of confequence ; and, whenever they were obliged
to travel to fome diftance on their own affairs in traf-
fic, they always took a fort of pafs-port from me, in
order, if they thould meet with any of the people fent
out by me, they might fhew it to them as a certificate
of their a&ually belonging to the Konseges in peace
and amity with us, By thus proteting them from the

attacks of favages in other places, I furnifhed them

with an example how much it behoved them to live in
peace; for according as they did fo their enemies
would never venture to moleft them. As they faw
immediately by this, that the obedience they fhewed

¢.3 to




22 VOYAGE FROM OKHOTZK

to me, was not withoat its reward, fo they exprefied
their withes that I would ftay with them for ever. And
I can boaft, with the ‘“rriceft attachment to truth, that
on firft hearing of my intended departure, they were
as dejected as if they were about to lofe their all;
though I refigned all niy eftablifhments and inftitutions
to my overfeer whom Iintended to leave behind on the
ifland, a merchant of Yenifei, by name Samoilef; a
man on whom I could f{afely depend for the religious
obfervance of all my directions ; and whom I moreover
provided with rules for his conduét in writing. Both
from the declaration of the favages, which indeed they
did not know how to prove with accuracy, and by thetr
own relations n conjunétion with my remarks, the
number of the new fubjeéts I acquired to her majefty
may be computed with certainty at upwards of 50,00
perfons of both fexes.

But I never once theught of impofing on them 2
vaflak*, 1n order to avoid raifing their diflike or fuf-
picion, only concerning mylelf in giving them a good
opinion of the Ruffians, and o make them by degrees
more familiar with our manners and ufages, fo that
they might not find them repugnant but rather a agree-
able; and ucr_nrumgl} [ left every thing relating to the
yaffak to be fettled by the high commiffion of controul
as 1t might p]é:lll-‘ to decree,

In the year 178

J

the fcurvy made its appearance

L
among iy puml , which increafed to fo much viru-

* The tribute in country-produs or money ; ufually paid in

furs, fifh, and the like, which all the tribes in fubmiffion 10 the
rubiian empire are bouad to pay

5 lence
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ence at laft that about the middle of thewinter theybegan
to die, and the reft were extremely reduced. The ru-
mour of this foon fpread among the natives; and it was
prefently remarked that meetings were frequently held
among thofe that dwelt at a diftance. Of this I had in-
telligence from the Konages that were really attached
to us, with the addition, that in thefe affemblies plots

for no farther intimation from me, but immediately
haftened away to difperfe them, and brought the ring-
leaders back with them to me, whom, after a clofer
examination into their defigns, I found it neceflary to
keep in confinement. On the gth of April I difpatched
one of my people, with a thoufand of the peaceablc
Konzges, who, from their entire devotion to me,
pledged themfelves to conduét this man fafe to the
Ugintkai, or, as they are called by Bering, the Berg-
iflands, and take him to the trading company efta-
blithed there, whom I informed in the letter I {ent by
him of the misfortune that had befallen me by the
breaking out of the fcurvy, intreating them to give
me all poflible affiftance. Jowever, prefently after
my meflenger was fet out, the fcurvy began to abate.
On the 2d of May, I fent, on board four baidars, 52
ruffian failors, 11 Aleutes from the Fox-iflands, and
110 Konzges in baidarks, to the caftern fide, with di-
retions to make themfelves acquainted with the in-
habitants of the iflands on the coaft of America, as far
as the bays of Kinaifk and Ergatik, to examine the pro-
ducts, and to take notes in writing of whatever they
faw; and to continue their navigation, till the weather
would allow them to proceed no farther, - The miflion

returned
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returned at the latter end of Auguft. They had navi-
gated the ftrait between the ifle of Kuktak and the main
coait of America; and the whole fummer through had
never met with any attack, either from the Konages,
the Tthugatthes, or the Kinaitzes: which nations had
even given them 23 perfons as hoftages. But the trade
they carried on was very infignificant ; for, as inha-
bitants were '.'.'-'.-‘.;uo'.'.*n to them, they were apprehenfive,
notwithftanding the hoftages they had received, of any
clofer 3=;t:.rcm:a‘1u with them. 'They therefore came to
the refolution to winter on the ifland Kuktak; and for
that purpofe made chdice of the more inhabited region
of Kailuttk. During the winter the baidars went to the
noithern and weftern fides of the ifland, and as far as
Yukat Maka on the american coaft, and the bay of
Kamufhatfk. By civil behaviour to the natives, by
treating them conftantly with humanity and kindnefs,
by entertaining them with hofpitality and giviag them
prefents, they brought them into an alliance) took
hoftages of them, and traded with them on fo peaceable
a footing, that not the leaft quarrel or controver{y hap -
pened between them. From the harbour where L lay,
I difpatched throughout the winter various parties, for
the pm'r'aoﬁ: of exploring the fouthern and eaftern fides
of the ifland Kuktak; asalfo to the other iflands in

thofe parts. Great multitudes of Konages, by kind

behaviour and commerce, were induced to live upon

amicable terms with us, gave us likewife hoftages, and
thus confirmed their real fubmiffion to the rufiian {o-
vereignty. In the latter d lays of December I ordered
two failors and an interpreter to make for the Kinaifki

7 were to give themfelves out for traders,

el
alhd
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and under that charaéter to have an opportunity for
examining the country, of which they were to bring
me an account. I accordingly furnithed them with fe-
veral forts of commodities for barter; and for the reft
configned them to the proteétion of the Afkak* of the
ifland Shuyek, who had been given to me asa hoftage.

On the 1oth of January I fent 11 workmen to the
eaftern fide of the ifland Kuktak, to the pine-foreft
there, at about 160 verfts from the harbour, n order
to build boats for us at that place. On arriving there,
the firft thing they did was to conftruct for themfelves
a winter-habitation; next they proceeded to execute
my commiffion, at the fame time made purchaces of
valuable furs; and returned to me in the harbour on
the 1ft of May.

On'the 23th of February I received a letter dated
at Katmanfkoi-Shik, from the Greek, Euftrathios De-
larof, informing me that the galleot. St. Michael, of
oun eompany, had, according to my direétions, failed
from the ifland Unalafhka on the 12th of May, 1783.
but no fooner were they out at fea, than they were
driven back by contrary winds, and were forced for
near fix weeks to beat on and off the faid ifland ; after
which, during a ftorm, they loft a maft, which broke
below the yards, and obliged them to put back into the
port of Unalathka; that having repaired the maft, on
getting - out to fea, inthe month of Auguft, they were
ftopped by a fecond misfortune : for, by a miftake of

# Afkalk, as well as the above explained Chatkak, and Ticn,
which will appear a good way farther on, fignifies, a leader, com-
mander, -orchief,
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the under-pilot, the galleot ftruck upon a rock, and
was fo much damagad that they were forced to re-
turn and winter at Unalathka. = In the mean time, on
hearing accounts of us, they were very defirous of fend-
ing us 30 men on baidarks to our afliftance, which they
did accordingly ; but thefe were overtaken by a ftorm,
and forced to pafs fix weeks on the american coaft,
where fix of their number perithed by cold and hun-
ger; the others were delivered by fuccour fent after
them ; but even of them five more died foon after their
return to harbour.

As I now began ta think of my departure, I fent five
Ruffians, on the yth of March, to the promontory of
Elias, to make obfervations for completing the def-
cription I could not finith in the foregoing year; and
for the purpofe of building a fort; which might be of
great fervice to us in our future undertakings ; taking
with them 1000 Konaeges from Kadiak and otheriflands,
and 70 Aleutes from the Fox-iflands, who very willing-
Iy entered my fervice for pay; giving them orders to
fet up crofles on the thore, and to bury pottherds,
birch-bark and coals in the earth at the foot of them.

Thefe my miffionaries fent to me on fome of the laft
days of March, two men from the habitations of Tthi-
nigatfk, with the account that the Tien of Shuyek had
betrayed me and was fled, after having previoufly mur-
dered the two workmen and the interpreter whom I
had deputed to go and examine the bay of Kinaitk.

They therefore requefted people of me to enable them

to make a ftand againft the Kinaitzes, who came down
t

from the american coaft almoft as far as Shuyek, and
whefe number amounted to about a thoufand men. On

receiving
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reeeiving this intelligence, I difpatched thither from the
harbour two parties; the firft confifting of thirty ruffian
workmen, and the fecond of Konwges and Fox-
Aleutes, under a particular leader, with orders to look
out for a convenient place on Aphagnak for making a
harbour, over againft the ifle of Shuyek, and there,
according to a plan I gave them, to ereét a fort; in
the mean time they were to fit out in the harbour the
galleot, the three church-doctors, as a tranfport. On
the 1gth of May [ received from the iflands Aphagnak
and Shuyek the news, that after the junction of our
forces there, every attack of the Kinaitzes had been de-
feated. Afterwards a fort was raifed on Aphagnak; and
the foundation of another, according to a plan I had
given with them, at the Kinaifkoi bay : and then, lea~
ving behind them a number of people for completing
the building, they procceded along the fhores of Ame-
rica quite down to the promontory of St.Elias.. The
ifland Aphagnak, as well as the oppofite fhore of Ame-
rica and the ifland Kadyak, pofiefs excellent harbours,
a fertile foil, fifh and fowl of various kinds in abun-
dance ; the meadows produce fine grafs and excellent
pafturage; likewife plenty of timber that might be em-
ployed in building veffels and houfes, as well on Shuyek
as on the fhore of America.

This year came far greater numbers than in thefirft year,
of the inhabitants of America as well as of the iflands,
to our feveral harbours: at firft with great variety of

ceremonies, and afterwards famiharly, almoft every
i

day. At thefe vifits we neg'ected nothing that could
give them proof of our obliging and friendly difpofiti-
ons. The wind in thisyearblowed moft firongly from the

north
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north and weft; from the eaft very rarely; and from
the fouth fcarcely once during the whole winter. Rain
fell in winter very feldom; on the other hand much
fnow, which, in thofe places where the wind could not
come, lay upwards of an arfhine in depth.

On the 22d of May 1 failed, accompanied by fome
Tiens from America, Kuktak and other iflands, and
the beft people of Konages; and in the fame hour we
defcried on the fea our third galleot the St. Michael,
which, with out-fpread fails, was haftening to the har-
bour. I immediately went on board of her, changed
her captain, and brouaght her into the harbour; where
I gave orders to him I had appointed commander there,
to take this galleot to the fortified harbour at Aphag-
nak. In regard to the galleots, I made this difpofition :
One of them I entrufted to my faithful Samoilof, with
directions to navigate from the 4oth to the 47th degree
of longitude of the meridian of Okhotzk, which I
adopted for the firft; and of latitude from the goth to
the Goth degree; in order to examine the feas of thofe
parts : the fecond I commiffioned to fail to the north,
where the two quarters of the world-approximate each
other, for the purpofe of difcovering places and iflands
as yet unknown; the third, on which I failed from
Kadyak, was altered into a tranfport-veflel, in which
I'intended every year to perform the agreeable office of
earrying intelligence to the government of the accounts
of our enterprifes in thefe parts. Thuswe quitted Ame-
rica, in the defign of failing as far as the 45th degree
of latitude ; and in that direétion to keep towards the
weft, till we fhould be oppofite to the promontory of
Kamt{hatka, then to proceed to the Kurilli ftraits, and

from

.
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from thence to bend our courfe for Okhotzk. I fettled
this plan in hopes that I might difcover {ome hitherto
unknown iflands fomewhere between the goth and soth
degree of longitude ; however by reafon of the unlucky
winds that almoft the whole fummer through kept in-
ceffantly blowing from the weft, I could not execute my
project; but found myfelf under the neceflity of bear-
ing as direct as poflible for Okhotzk ; and even in this
I was greatly impeded by the contrary winds.  On our
courfe we perceived of the chain of iflands the four
Berg-iflands and Amuchta, which, from their burning-
mountains, appeared to be all in flames. Being fre-
quently obliged to beat to windward, we alfo defcried
Siugam, Amulu, Atka and other of the Andreanofiki
iflands. On the 3oth of July we caft anchor, for the
firft timie, at the foremoft of the Kurilli iflands. The
12 ruflian workmen that I had on board with me, being
entirely laid up with the feurvy, the Americans that
had“eome with me.out of curiofity were obliged to work
the thip, and on the 31t of July we took in 40 catks
of frefh water from thefe iflands. In regard to the fea
I obferved but one thing remarkable, that its currentis
the firongeft round about Kamtfhatka ; and not only in
windy weather, but alfo ina perfect calm, is fo violent,
that the vefiel was conftantly toffed to and fro, with the
water even with her gunnel.

On the 1ft of Auguft we came to the ftrait between
the firft Kurilli iflands. Here we were kept by a ftrong
contrary wind till the sth, when we ran into the {econd
Kurilli-ftrait, and there put into an harbour. From
hence we parted on the 7th, and reached the mouth of

Boliheretzk, over againft which we came to anchor on
3 (=)

the
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the 8th. I went athore on a baidar, which I fent back;
myfelf remaining in order to purchafe fith. Though
this bufinefs did not detain me long, yet I met with fe-
veral hindrances on quitting the land : and during this
time a violent ftorm tore our galleot from her anchor.
My people were too difabled to work the thip to wind-
ward, and confequently fhe was {oon carried out to fea.
I now got into a boat for Boltheretzk ; where I bought
three horfes for 200 roubles, in otder fo profecute my
journey by land to Okhotzk. On that very day news
came to Boltheretzk that on the gth of Auguft an
englifh thip was arrived in the harbour of Pefer and
Paul, but intending to make a ftay there of no more
than 20 days. T was exceedingly curious to learn the
bufinefs and objet of the voyage, and alfo probably
{fome matters that might be ufeful to me; I therefore
put off my journey to Okhotzk, and fet otit on the
2oth of Auguft, on horfeback, for Petropavloffk, where
Iarrived on the 23d. The 1hip’s captain and fome of
the officers, as foon as they heard of our arrival, came
on fhore, greeted us in a very friendly manner, and
prevailed on me to accompany them on board ; whert
they fthewed me famples of their goods, and told me
that they had brought with them a letter from the India
company to the governor of Kamtthatka, exprefling
their withes to open a trade to Kamtfhatka, and re-
quefting permiffion to that effect. I diligently en-
quired of them what way they had taken, and how

foon and how well they had completed their voyage ;

to all which, without entering into farther particulars,
they told me they had nothing to conceal of their
chart. I then learnt of them thaton the 2oth of May,

old
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old ftyle, they took their departure from Bengal, in
the 23d degree of north latitude, and on the 16th of
April failed from Malakka to Kanton, where they ar-
rived on the 2gth of May ; that on the 28th of July
they left that place, and entered the Peter-Paul’s har-
bour on the gth of Auguft. There were three englifh
and one portugueze officer on board the fhip; the fai-
lors were Englifh, Jews, Negroes, and Chinefes, in
all 70 men. It was a fine firong-built veflel, of two
mafts, 28 fails, and 12 cannons on the deck.

I was very fumptuoufly entertained on board ; and,
after fupper, the captain, William Peters, with fome
of the officers, attended me on fhore. On the 25th
came hither the commandant of Kamtfhatka, Baron
Stengel ; on the 26th and e7th all agreed, thatin re-
gard to the cuftom-houfe duties, the Englith would
pay, without contradiction, whatever the government
thould pleafe to determine thercupon; and now the
traffic began. On the 28th it was fettled by mutual
concert, what commedities fhould in future be
brought to Kamtfhatka, what fhould be bartered
againft them, and at what price. The following day 1
too managed my commerce, taking goods of lzcm to
the amount of 6611 roubles; of which I paid 1000 rou-
bles in hard cafh, and the remainder in bills on Mofco.
On the 3d I left Petrop;tmt‘m, and came on the 8th
of September to Bolfheret{k, where I had the good for-

tune of immediately {elling my goods at a profit of 5o

per cent.

The 12th of September I went from Doliheretlk,
down the Tigiltkoi coaft to the fort Tigil, which I
reached the 6th of O&ober. From thence I {et outon

the
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the 18th of November, in a fledge drawn by dogs, and
came on the 27th of January 1487 to Okhotzk, a great
while later than my galleot. ' In the fame kind of con-

veyance I left Okhotzk on the 8th of February, in
company with my wife, purfued my way, fometimes
with rein deer, fometimes with horfes, fometimes with
oxen, encountering the moft tremendous dangers, and
{fuffering inexprefiible hardthips. However, I came on
the 11th of March to Efakutik, profecuted my journey
on the following day, met with a renewal of all my dif-
ficulties and perils; which, efpecially the whole way
from Kamtfhatka, are not to be conceived from any
written account, and were fometimes to be encountered
under the moft tormenting impreffions of well-ground-
ed fear, and with the utmoft hazard of life. The fi-
delity of the Korzik hordes between Tigiltk and In-
fhiga was at that time extremely dubious ; the winter,
by continued and very violent notth winds, was ex-
traordinarily fevere; and, at the fame time; in thefe
wild and dreary regions, we were frequently attacked
by fuch impetuous ftorms of driven fnow, that we
could not by any means ftir from the {pot, and were
often obliged to lie two, three, and even five days in
the {n without being able once to change our po-
fition ; without water, and as we could make no fire,
even without any thing warm to eat or drink. To melt
the {now in our mouths, and to gnaw 2 fort of hard bif-
cuit, were our only means of nourifhment. On the

\ldana to Irkutzk, from

f our journey, from
I being unbeaten, our horfes were fo wearied as
nder the fatigue ; we therefore proceedsd on

rder to get fafter onwards, and thus, after
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ail our pains and hardfhips, we reached Irkutzk on the

(8% ]

6th of Aipril, in good condition. And here I efteen
it my duty, inthis public manner, to teftify my grati-
tude to two perfons highly deferving of our common
country, the captains Timotheus and Bafilius Shnalef,
of whom one has the fuperintendance of fort Tigil,

and the other a command in the fettlement of Kamenfk
for preventing of quarrels between the hordes of the
Korzki and the Tthukotfki; as alfo to the corporal
Popof, and to the Kozaks and the interpreter Sufdalef;
who accompanied me on the road; and, as they had
relations among the Korzki, the more eafily defended
me from harm: for only to their care and kindnefs I
believe myfelf indebted for the prefervation of my life.

Nothing now remains but to defcribe as briefly as I
can the foil of the american iflands, the people that
inhabit them, their manners, ufages and drefs, and to
give fome account of the beafts and birds that are
found upon them.

The american iflands, extending eaftwards from
Kuktal, are, like north-eaftern America, for the moft
part ftoney and naked mountains, yet among them 1s
very good land, extremely fit for cultivation ; of which
[ thoroughly convinced myfelf by my own experiments,
namely, by fowing barley, millet, peafe, beans, gourds,
par{nips, muftard, beets, potatoes, turneps, and rhubarb.

All thefe fucceeded as well as could be defired, ex-
cepting that the millet, peafe, beans, and gourds, pro-
duced no feed ; but this for no other reafon than be-
caufe the proper time for fowing them was neglected.
For hay there are plenty of meadow-lands, which pre
duce excellent grafs; and in many places the cattls

VOL. IT. D will
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will do very well without hay the whole winter through ;
great forefts I found none, but fmaller woods in abun-
dance. The vegetables and plants they mofily culti-
vate for food, are roots, and namely, farana *, biftort,.
the root of yellow fern+, and kutagar, which laft de-
ferves particular obfervation on account of this circum~
ftance, that where there are no mice, as here on thefe
iflands, it has a very agreeable tafte, whereas, where
thefe animals are found, it is fo bitter that no man can
eat it. Of berries I found there the rafberry ¥, the bil-
berry§, and the blackberry |l Morafs-berries, or ma-
rofhka 9], broflnika **, {chlingberries 4§, cranberries,
or klukva }$, and knefhenika{§, in abundance. Of
Targer trees, on one half of the ifland Kuktak, and far-
ther eaftward to America, are, as far as I could reckon,
five forts, namely: alder, bufchwerk, bir¢h, and a
kind of afh; and farther to the eaft on the iflands and
bays of America, befides thofe already mentioned, are
pine-forefts and lareh trees. Of the feathered animals
¥ found feveral kinds of geefe and ducks, crows,, jays,
daws, black canary-birds, there called napoiki,' and

% Lilium martagon feu pomponium, According to the plan
of natural hift. for the mormal fchools of Ruffia, p. 178, there
are two kinds of them, one with dull red, and the other with high
ved flowers, the leaves of the latter are crumpled backwards at
the point, in the former the leaves are thicker, and in the other

more divided and {maller below.

4+ Filices, ib. p. 235. % Rubus idzus, ibid.

§ Vacecinium uliginofum. [I Vaccinium myrtillus.
4 Rubus cham=morus, F% Vaccinium vitis id=za,
+4 Viburnum opulus, $3 Vaccinium oxycoccus.

§§ Rubus ardticus,

magpies.
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magpies.  The cry of thefe latter refembles not at all
the noife. of our ruffian magpies, but they rather fing
not amifs, though very foftly, not quite unlike our
bulfinch. Here are alfo mews, cranes, herns, {nipes,
divers, fturmvogel, alken, and water-fowls; of fea-
animals, the beavor, the thagoy porpois, whales, and
feals; of rivér-animals, beavors and others. Of land-
animals, foxes, wolves, bears, ermines, rein-deer, {a-
bles, hares, gluttons, lynxes, tarbagans, and evrafhks *,
wild theep, and a fuperior {pecies of porcupine. Of
fea-fifh they catch rays, fcaits, and thornbacks, frock-
fith, and herrings. Of river-fith, Tthavutfha, keta,
nerki, goletz+, chaiko, karakalitza+, and a peculiar
kind of crabs.

The

* The former of thefe two animals I have never found any
where elfe mentioned.  Evrafhka is explained in the Lexicon of
our ruffian academy by lepus dauricus ; and this animal is thus de-
feribed by the celebrated Dr. Pallas : Magnitudo paulo infra lepo=
rem alpinum, cui fimillimus, Differt forma magis ad leporem pu-
fillumaccedente, proportionibus quibufdam, coloreetforma aurium,
teneritudine velleris, colore, etanatomicis quibufdam momentis; de-
inde moribus. Auricul= rotundato-fubtriangule, albide. Vellus
tenerrimum, nitidum, totnm fupra gryfeo-pallidum, fubtus albi-
dum. Palmz pentadactyle, dentefque, ut in cognatis, Cauda
nulla, neque coceyx adipofo tuberculo prominula.—Vivit in cam-
pis, montiumque declivibus arenofis, apricis, per totam Danu-
riam, cuniculo labyrinthico ; fub autumnum foeni acervos globo-
fos congerit et compingit, Vox fert leporis alpini, See Pallas’s
Travels, vol. iii. p. 692, german edition,

+ Of thefe other untranflated names I have not been able to
find any explanation. Goletz, according to the tranflation of
Leichk’ natural hiftory by M. Oferetzkofikol, tom iv, p. 63, 66,

D 2 13




VOYAGE FROM OKHOTZK

11 = o b 1
The Konages are well-built. robuft, and healthy
people, and have ufually a round vifage of a fwarthy

complexion, with generally black, feldom auburn hair,
which both men and women cut round about the head.
The wives of the principal perfonages diftinguifh them-
{elves from others by combing the hair ftrait down all
round, cutfing it clofe to the eye-brows and wearing a
fillet; fome alfo wear artificial beards, and fome again,
infiead of wearing a neck-kerchief, cover their breafts

and fhoulders with punctures in the fkin. Men, wo-

men, and girls, bore a hole through the partition griftle

of the :‘.u:';*i]ﬁ; all hikewife pierce their ears and the

lower Tip. Some ni the males alfo punctuate their
neck, but not many, though all cut through the under
Jip, m fi r?“;-..* at firft fight one is inclined

1
to think thev have a double mouth. In the hole bored

in the partition of the nofirils they fiick a longifh bone ;

and whoever have pieces of ore or coral, hang them ip

their ears, lips, and nofe; which is held to be a great

diftinétion as well as a beautiful ornament. They ne-

ver cut the beard; wear no fhirt, go barefoot, and

when at ?sume are quite naked, except that before they

=

vear a little apron of fur ornamented with flowers and

is 2 groundling or loach. Karakalitza, tom. vi. p. 36, Sepia, the

ink-fith, Nark, according to the ru{:nn Iu.\icrm, falmo ; a fpecies

of falmon about three quarters of an arfhine in length, fmooth,

red like a falmon, has a very little head, fmall reddifh tecth, ca-

rulean on the fides, white tongue, on each fide five teeth, a broad

dark red fpotted back, the fides filver colour, the belly white, the

tail fomewhat arched, with large round fcales which ea fily come

off. They come in yaft flioals in the rivers of the Faftern and the
Penfliinfkian fea,

xrals.
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grafs. ‘They are fometimes feen in pellices of beavor,
fox or bear fur, of bird’s feathers, the fkins of evrathes,
tarbagans, otters, fables, hares, reindeer, gluttons,
and lynxes. A fort of upper garment they make of
the entrails of the porpois, the feal, and the whale.
On the head they wear hats made of pine-roots or
grafs matted, or inftead of caps a picce of wood arched
and hollowed out. In catching the marine animals
they ufe arrows which they caft from a woaden board,
and in war they employ the bow and the dart potnted
with iron, copper, bones, or ftone. They have iron
hatchets of a peculiar conftruétion ; ngmely, {mall
rude pieces of iron: alfo pipes, knives of iron and of
bone; iron needles, which, till our arrival, were made
by the women. Inftead of thread they ufe the dried
finews of animals. Their veffels are of wood, and of
the horn of the wild fheep, or of clay and hollowed
ftone ; their large and {mall baidars, or canoes, inftead
of being planked, have their ribs covered with leather.
In thefe they go out to angle on the fea, with hooks of
bone, faftered to the end of a long ftring of dried fea-
cabbage; the ftalk of the fea-cabbage being frequently
forty fathom in length, and upwards. In the rivers
they take the fith by means of a pole with a kind of 3
net at the end of 1t, in the opening whereof is a point
of bone, iron, or ftone, faftened to the wood of the {pear
by finews. The red-fith [{almo alpinus] that abound
in the bays and bites of the fea, they firike dead in 3
moment as foon as ever they put their heads above wa-
ter. - Their manner of producing fire is by rubbing
two fticks together ; and inftead of lamps they have
carthen veflels, wherein they lay a wick of twifted hay,
D 3 © which
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which is fed by the melted greale of fea-dogs, bears,
{ea-bears, whales, or the fea-cat.

" Of their marriages I know nothing, nor of their cuf-
toms at the birth of a child, except that to the new-
born babe they give the name of whatever thing firft
firikes their fight; whether it be beaft or bird, or any
object of like nature.

The {everal races of Konages bury their dead with
various ceremonies. 'The cuftoms ufed on thefe occa-
fions having never had an opportunity of feeing, I con-
fequently am not in a capacity to defcribe; only thus
much I know, that fome of their dead are interred
with the beft of what they had, inclofed in a baidark
for a coffin, which is ftrewn over with earth; with
others of the dead a living flave is buried. But the
Kinaitzes burn their dead, with the fkins of animals,
which the relations are obliged to collect for that purpofe.

For teftifying their forrow they cut off their hair,
befmearing their faces with black. In this manner they
mourn their relations, father, mother, brother, fifters,
and fuch as were dear to them; but frequently even
for an acquaintance with whom they lived in friendfhip ;
however they mourn for no one who was their enemy,
or only was not their friend, though ever {o nearly re-
lated to them.

Popular difeafes are not known among them, the ve-
nereal excepted; and to the fmall-pox they are utter
ftrangers. In general they are of athletic habits, and
live frequently to a hundred years.

When they expect guefts, their cuftom is to go to
meet them, properly fmeared over with red paint, and
hung about with their beft pieces of drefs, dancing as

they
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they go, to the beat of drum; and bearing their wea-
pons of war; but the guefts make *heir appearance in
the very {fame drefs in which they go forth to battle.
As foon as they approach the fea-coaft, the perfons
who give the entertainment jump into the water, breafts
high, and drag as many baidars and baidarks as they
can to the fhore; then each takes one of the guefts on
his back, and runs with him te the firft place prepared
for the entertainment and the games; there they fquat
down in due order. And now all are filent, till they
have fufficiently eaten and drunk. Their firft hofpita-
ble mark of honour, is the giving of cold water all
round ; then little youths bear about the eatables, which
confift partly in a mifh-math of the fat of the above-
mentioned fea-animals, partly in the berries before de-
{cribed, fometimes mixed, fometimes unmixed. Then
other dithes are ferved round, of dried fifh, called by
them yukol ; of fleth of beafts and birds; of all forts
always the beft that can be procured. They know no-
thing of falt. Of all thefe the hoft muft firft eat and
drink, otherwife the guefts would not take of them:
from whence we may conclude that at times they may
be poifoned. The hoft then paffes the difh to the gueft
that fits next him ; who, after taking what he pleafes,
hands it to his neighbour, and fo on to the laft. What
then remains is brought back to the firft, who lays it
by, in order that afterwards when the time for parting
comes, each of the guefts may take a portion of it
away with him. When they have done eating, they
converfe for fome time, and then begin to play on
drums and other {mall infiruments; fome at the fame
time put on a peculiar kind of wooden matks, varioufly

D 4 painted,
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painted, and dance for the entertainment of the ¢ guefts,
The games being ended, they conduét their guefts in-
to a building erected exprefily for fuch occafions, ca-
pable of containing a great number of perfons. This
building in fome fort refembles a {mall church, but
built in a very irregular, rude, and barbarous ftyle
Here commences a different kind of paftime, which
lafts as lrmrT as the guefts continue their ftay. When
any one is weary, he goes to fleep; and, having had
his .Lp out, mixes again in the {ports, till the compan
T“ res to depart. On taking leave they receive PI‘(;'—
ients, or make mutual exch anges of whatever they have
about them. In thefe 1“1111(1111"1 they ufually hold their
confultations, enter into negotiations, fmm compadts,
and 1n thort tranfact all hul’".:“::‘ﬂ:;s of a general nature ;
but to thefe meetings their wives are never admitted.
The Konxges and Tihugatfhes {peak the fame dias
le€t; but the Kinaitzes have a lang guage peculiar to

themfelves; thefe latter likewife follow a mode of life
entirely different,
'7'24:\' d‘-.'\r-” n .‘-1;.‘.; ni' earth

, the walls whereof r’

; the window 1s in the cover : for . pancs
1:-1" EJ;‘.E': :E:'I‘jc :‘.':;:f-;a.- ufe of the bladder and other intef-
the little and narrow pieces whereof

tlt‘\ neatly few frwxrlwcr with thread made of nerves

ce for vumfa out of them is upwards

L.ur—r no f-ﬂ\i‘.“w nor. are they in

want of firing

without them. Their

f\.&illug Ihl!lln are l[’-L' {-.um: ,-.mt[
of caves in the earth, in which they cleanfe themficlves
withg

rafs and birch-twigs. The heat isprodiiced by frones
previoufly made ¢ glowing

hot in the kitchen: which
methad,
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rethod, befides that the heat produced by it 15 ex-
tremely great, has yet this other advantage, that it
caufes no vapour at all. In general, like the Ruffians,
they are exceedingly fond of hot- bathing. The kitchen
belongs to numbers of huts in common, bei: 1g provided
with large apertures all round it, for that purpofe. To
conclude ; their way of life is very thievith: he that
can fteal the ofteneft, the moft at a time, and the moft
dextroufly, acquires the greateft reputation. Polyga-
my is not'in ufe among them. It but rarely happens
that a man has two wives; but it isa Very common
thing for a beautiful and buxom woman to have two or
three hufbands ; who, in that cafe, are never jealous of
one another, but live on the beft terms and in perfet
harmony.

None of thefe tribes have any land-carriages ; neither
are there in thofe parts any animals that could be ufed
for draught. To this affertion dogs may perhaps be an
exception ; but they are never employed in that
manner,

The inhabitants of the coaft of America and the cir-
cumjacent iflands traverfe the lakes and rivers in their
baidars : of the cuftoms of thofe that live farther within
the country I can fay nothing, as I have had no inter-
courfe with them.

Of the deity they have noteven the {lighteft concep-
tion; and, t ..ough they relate that there are two rulers
of the world, or fovereign {pirits, the one good and
the other evil, yet they make no likenefs whatever of
either ; neither do 1Iac_v pay them any worfhip, and
Jave no fort of idols. Nor have they any thing far-
th?l‘ to fay of thefe two beings, than that the good one
- taught
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by which their underftanding is confined.

ment of 1t w1

kednefs,

taught them to make baidars, and that the malignant
one 1s delighted in d:_lhn}mg and \vled«.mg them.
Hence we may draw conclufions of the narrow bounds

witchcraft and forcery are matters of no fmall confe-
quence among them. Juftice and jurifprudence are
not only not fubmitted to any regulations; but they know
fcarcely any thing about them; in general they and
the irrational animals do not differ greatly in their
manner of life. They are of a very warm temperament,
efpecially the women. * They are, by nature artful and

enterprifing ; In committing and revenging injuries
mifchievous and malicious, though they wear the fem-
blance of gentlenefs and affection. Of their fidelity and
fincerity I cannot fay much, by reafon of the thortnefs
of my ftay among them. I have had proofs of attach-
ment and conftancy, but I have had alfo proofs of the
contrary qualities. Reprefent to them any thing in
fuch a manner as that they fhall perceive the utility of
it; they w?.ll fet to work at the execution and attain-
ith the utmoft a&tivity and diligence, and

will affuredly never fpare themfelves in any labour how-
ever ardmms, \'.L n once they are certified of profit.
On the whole, they are a merry, harmlefs people, as
is evinced by tI eir daily {ports and paftimes;
their perpe tual and unbounded careleflnefs all improve-
ments in their domeftic concerns are entirely neglected ;
nay, they have not even an idea of any fuch thing ; and
therefore frequently obliged to fuffer hunger and na-






















