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The follow1ng statement is glven to Judge

=

"Wickersham today by Henry W. Elliott, who rela tes

given to th in tu*n by Hewari M, Hutchinson,

=823

the founder of

Hutchinson~Kohl & Co.

M, Hutchinsonvis a native of New Hamn-

early in '60,0r '81 came to the city of

altimors with his brother,to enter into ths business

of making tin and sheet iron kettles, pans and cups

CooVind

for aTIY use as a spbclalty He also made iron

13%{%&5 ihe.y

and built up qalu g-an sxtansive business which

iz
5t11ll to this day,carrisd on

Brothers by the surviving partner, his brother, Elias

The war ending in '65, bu

and Mr. Hutchinson accepted the invitation of &an

0l¢ army friend, with whom he had acquaintance and

in a business way, Gen. A. J. Rouseau, who

from the Russian authorities thers,

e}

: _ _ 5
Hutchinson accompanied Rouseaun, sailing

in June or July, 1857, by way of the

'Iathmue to S nFranc¢aeo.

 Mutchinson's idea was to
of money in some business on the Pacific

Whuﬁs,he did not himself have any preconcgived
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_ On his arrival in SanFrdncisco he partsd from
General Rouseau tempora rily,rsince arrangements wers =z
not completed for the transfer of Alaska, and in the

course. of his-léoking'ovgr the field he became
acqﬁainted with Louils Sloss, of Sacramento, a large

aailawaal- ’ )
dealer in hides, with his principal place of businesas

at Sacramento}and & tranch office in SanFrancisco. : 7?&

He made known his idea .of investment in some paying
. ~Them .
business to Sloss,and was told by him,  speaking of' - b

S N
Rouggau's trip to Alaska, which was to be made by the
: (.5].‘)55") T .
Jeneral, that & friend of his of Pthland told him

- that there was a chance to invest profitably in the

S purchase.of-the:accumulat=d Russian suppliss up at

Sitka. That tnn 0lad R esian American Company was

going out of business, of course, and they wers to ok
have a large -amount of merchandise of all kinds for

sale whlch had accumulatﬂd in the mawaz1nes and wars-

e —— e

houses at Sitka and Kodiak aurlna the last ten or . :
. eloth B
fifteen years, largely tea, s&%ﬁ copper, and such., - -

Sloas and Hutchlnson conﬂeivad the idea of |
going up thnra ;and buying thess supplins. They went | ij
%o Portland. where they met_thls man who had posted |
Sloss, - Boséowifz,.who was a fur dealeyzgio had
been buying furs from the Hudson Bay Comp&ny and

th° 0l4d Russian AW“IICdn Gomndny an“ who hud‘in that

way,become acquainted with what the old Russian

} American Company had in its stores.
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Meeting Bostowitz,’théy then went ffom there
to Victoria by way of the Céiumbia river, and at
‘Victoria;Boﬁtowitz introduced Hutchinson %o Capt W
Kohl, who was also known to Sloaé,‘and there they
agreed upon a combination whereby Kohl was to put in
his‘vesael, the "Fideliter", a small iron screw vessel
of about three hundred fons, and Sloss and Hutchinson
to rut in about fifteen or twenty thousand dollars
apiece;in cash. Sloss,véff.likely tepfesented-other

_ CWessermans 2)

sums of which I have no knowledge Q@&ehbg%n]
Neveftheleés,they formed & ¢ompany then ahd there,
in Vietoria in August, 1887, before going up to Sitka
as Hutchinson, Kohl & Co. The idea was to bid for,
and buy_ali_they could from the Russian sale which
was to take place as soon as theitrénsfar‘of the
territorﬁ was made. They left there for Sitka late
in AuQust}and found quite a lérge number of adventur-
- ers like themselvsas, ahead of them,ancﬁored'about
thé harbor. They called on General Maksudof, +he
Rusglian general manager of‘the;oldlﬁuesian depany,
and Governor of the territory. He met them on the
afternoon of their arrival}and‘invited thém'up to
hig rooms in thé"Castlé on the-hill;@nd,by thrse
- o'clock the following morning]Hutéhinsdn, Kchl &
Company had poassssion of all the étoras, supplies;
statlons buildings, ships, - everything - plus the
£004 will of the old Russian American Company!
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- They got that posséssion by acdepﬁing every
offer mede to them without questioning the value
of the property which Makxsuiof had to sell. Every
item they acoepted &t his valuation, without question
or-any attempt to cut down the price. When the deal
was ccmpleted}MaXsudbf'said: "Gentlemen, vou are

the only men that are whits, that I have met since

-I have been authorized to sell this property. You

£ >
are the only wmen who have not attempted to Jew me down
] ' ? '
to beat me out and cut my prices. You have treatsd
me like gentlemen,and I appreciate it:and as proof
o my appreoiation,I am golng to tsll you something,
You see these men around here, your countrymen. .weell
Vefaxe o, S stal
1hey have been up here and they are here trying to
. . ’ E]
beat me down, to form combinations by which I wont

get half what I havé been asking you for. They think

there is gold in the country here. They think there

are valuable mines of gold and fine timber. They are

fools. There is nothing of the kind. But there is

,sbmething they 4o not know a thing about, and I am

going to tell you how to profit by it., Up here in
Bering sea, in the magazines on the ssal islands
thers ars sixty or seventy thousand gkins, ﬁhich wiil
be salted down and ready to ship by the end of next
Hovember. They ars not_iﬁ this 1ist of property

which I have given you, because they ars not yet taken

s i L i
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and nobody is eupposed to know they ars to be taken
and will be taken:.but they are thers. Nqboﬁy'knowa
anything about it. You go ﬂé'there,aﬁd get them,
early next spring. You can havé fhem for & dollar
a piece., They are worth three or four,or five dollars, %

some of them,"

- - . s ' - .
When General Rougeau took possession on the

tenth or twentieth of October.followiﬁg, formal'y,

of the Territory of Alaska from the hands of Prince

¥eksudof, nobedy knew until then, that Hutchinson,
Kohl & Ca;had'made this bargéin and were really in
-?ossession of allrthe personal prqpexty of the
Russian Aﬁeriqan'Co.. They knew it an hour after

the American flag was run up,but not until then.

- In the meantime the weather, of coufse, forbid

any one going up in the winter to get these skins

and nobd&y knew ahything about it, Hufchinson,
Kohl & Co, were busy freighting thelr stuff down

to Portland and SanFrancisco with the ‘Fideliter.

o e L e e B RS i 2 i a2y L
TR " . St e '

Mr., Hutchinson's statsment to me of the gross

outlay for this merchéndise.of the o0ld Russian Amer-

ican Company was somewhers betwesn £340,000 and

T T YT T

£350,000 cash. The money was raised in SanFrancisco -

in January or February, 1888 and the gold paid over
‘ . .

. the countsr of the Bank of California to Eaxsuiof.

As soon as Maxsutof had made this dsal of
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August, 1887, ons Capt. Nebaum, who had been in

1

the employ of the Russian American Comnany as a

vessel master, and who had nav sated the company's

vessels to the seal islands, and back, for a good many

, - who - . ~ .
rears and, was familiar w1th,the-whole business of.
> A : |

securing the seal skins was introddced to Hutchinson
and Sloss by ¥exsudof as @ good man to handle fhat

and of the business for them5ani'who conld show t“v

how to'reach the seal islands na*“v in the followin

&

spr;ng)and safglybring the skinslaway,-_ggbaum wWas
then}aﬁd thereytaken in with Hutdhinéan{'ﬁchl'& Co.,
and mede a partner;and in the following March,( late
in March or early in Apri}b.heéailedfram ?ictoria
_infcommaﬁd of the"Fidelitar"Wiﬁh'Cak ; Xohl and Mr
‘Hutchinson, for the seal iélandé.of Alaaka.r
Instead'ofgoing~direcfiv‘to the islands, ﬁhey.
went up to-Sitka'and'ﬁere ielayed in going in and
gettin- out for tan i@ys or two we ‘s &aa then, from

L4

there)thev went dirset %o the islands'and arrived

-

about the end of April, 1888. TWhen they arrived
they found';'tb°fheir'aStoniéhmenﬁ;Capt. Eben:.ezer

- ¥organ, of New London Conn eutlcut had landed there
with the whzles -.PMW 5

on March 8tq n& had take: oossesaion of the-island=.

- el

ceatrhicete
*be:shiv in some Roval

!-

by,flaahing“a Masonie me

A . "

Sccttish Templeon the Russian TAgent.. - Tenee:
Yelidev Eﬁe“rimg pleasant to sese]

+": . -~ n .« L Yo . ' . ' - I
c1¢ ¢redentials ~f MazksuIef were not QEESthnedj
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Morgan drew up his men and threatened to fight. He ié
| said that he had ae much right o the land there,

. &8s Hutchinson and that he did not care anything szbout
the rules, but that re had staked out the rookeries
under the"homestead acgland was going to hold them,
He had reallv staked out the rockeries ! oor course,

%Mv sa ez e vihes Seasowns,

there were no seals the;e but ke knew they would

come. Well,thev finally agreea to corpromloe and

take Morgan inté the CGWpan} ana 80 thc firm was

enlarged then and there by the addition of Capt.

Morgan and his assoclates. - Augustus Willlams of

Yew London, and George H., Chappel, whalers, of New

London, They went to sealing at the opening of the
Jume 1Le, 20, )

seancn, Hutchinecn tock & deep interest in ths

business and persorally visifed all the rookeries;

watched the coming of the seals and then when ths

killing bagan;follmwed the xiliing gange with old

L‘)

Cept. Mergen, who had had some experience in rockeries

(Ao taios e op iy L

in the Antarctic,(which was ghat brou“ht him up thereso ]

early to these 1sland§) When they closed their - fﬁ

seasens work that surmer they had taken on St.Pauvl's

-

[_ island nearly three hundred thousand seals! Two .

other parties had lended,but they were shunted over
+het " . "
to 2t.George and told there was no room cherg,and.ao

the ugl v faces of the Hutchinson crowd drove them

ik
St. George. They were thes John Parrot people,

R —

o
of SanFrancie co,(ﬁ rich banker down threre, who had




outfitted a schooner, and put it in charge of

villiam F Fnnis, who had been w1th Eznnzcott up
L 46!;»-{

the Yukon rive:. Enﬁls had heard of these island

w

but that was all. Fe knew nothing about treﬂ)
these peo;le (the 'Tohn Parrot interssts), sealed on

St.George Ieland without any molestation from the

Hutchinson'people;all through.the season and they
tock about 8C,000 seals. _

As they rounded up their work,and.left.thé
islande in August, on the Fideliter and the ﬁhaiing
barke"Peru, fairly loaded down to the gun %ﬁ with
seal gkin s, they joined férees with Parrot and hig

They '
people in SanFrancisco.and agreed 4 that next yzar
that there would be sudh-a swgr of vessels up there
that there would not be a geal for any of them,aﬁd
that something had‘to be done:exd that unless the
qovernmpnt.cf%ated a res rvatlaf to restrict the
sealing there there would not be anything left in
another year., That everybody in SanFrancisco would
kncw what they gdt; what they_had done and the reports
would g0 out evexrywhere that there were millioné cf
seala: gnd that thers would be a rush up there which
would ciean everything out. £o Hutchinson agreed

IS

to take'Parrot in with them, If they could get a

law passed which would create a government rsserva-

‘tion by Congress and then lease the islands to the

S T A

i L e
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Teoorroration as. the Russians had menaged it. At

firat they had to get the Govermment to step all

killlng. Therefore,the Parrot people came in, and ¥r.

Alfred Greenwald cawe in as a party to tha combination.

el ) combned
=l Huieon Kohl & Co,, represented the ceneral Pareet

" interes

. S:O'}‘."
Also in the meantime they had ¢nlisted the

interssts of the company, General John F, Miller-

(’&5 Coﬂ.catrf of V‘dw]—n';.?: SEM-E‘M)

-~ who- aareed to. reslgn his poq*tlon and take charge

- 2s Jowes u;\e,.d:
¢f the buziness- of the corporation for them, When

CmWMth Maw, 1h 6‘8)
Hutchinaon and Sloss got over here thev fournd that
vr, Boutwell, then Secretary of the Treasurg,had nade
up his mind that he would not lease the islande
thazt h& was in faver of having & government reservi~
tlnn and have the rovernment manage the businese:

At o\r:E[wtc)an&aW . )
entirely;s:,SlcssAat once dropped all attempt to havs
a leasing bill drafted and drawn and united with the
interests Seoretary Boutwell favored;and, on the 4th
of March, 1889, a joint resclution was adopted declar-

ing the fur seal 1slanis a FOVLrnmant reservation

&ﬁd pIOhlblueQ all sealing or kllllnw excert to allew

the killing of & few seal that season for foed for

the natives, Then Mr.'Hutchinson set to work

@

te overcowe the opposltion of Boutwell te the leasin

bill., It was a long,tedious fight which wae prolenged .

from the lst of December, 1868, to the lst of July

1870, when the jassine act bﬂcaﬂe a law,

s e e S
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Boutwell personally went to the Commitiee, and
: im.ﬂih+ Serva
opposed the bill,but the arpurents mede by Memesn

and Hutchinson prevalled, and the ozll-became a law

on the let of July, 1870; and I think on the 2d or

zd of Auguat)the lease was drawn, and Hutchinecn,

Kohl & Co, which had been orpanized late in 1888,

or earlv iﬁ 1570' with General Jchn F. Miller as
presicent, under the name of the ﬁln ka Commercizl
Company, ¢f. 310 Smnsome Street, Sanfrancisco, secured
the lease,

¥hen these men got their lesse in 1870, it was

1y e e

tee late, for them to take the ekins which their
contract allcowed them to t&ke,becauee it is impracti-
cle to seal there in Novemﬁer; they contented them-
selves with outfittiﬁg for.the-next geasong work,
and shipping up supplies, aﬁd stores,and taking pos-
~seselon unéer the te*ws of their lease sbout the
10th or 15th of August 18”0. That year,they

S,

killed only three or four thousand, They mede no

‘attempt to kill that year in any considerable

number,énd began the regular gealing of taking
100,005 in June, 1871, aﬁd every yezar there after,
except two years, to the end of ﬁheir lease in 1882,
twenty yeare iater, they took 100,900 seals each vyear,

Roszowitz doee not apnear &s one of the incor-

POratorstf share holders of the Alaska Gcm%ﬂ?Ci&l

l

o
oD
o
=]
W

Cerrany.,  The resson, Sc far as I have

te understend 1t, without ans
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gither Mr, Sloss, or Mr. Hutehineon was that they did

rot think he was an honest man or a goed associate.

e later appears during the sessieon of the Paris

w 1592293, .
tribunal, as one who had been very actively sngaged

in the business of pelagic aealingﬁand buying Britlsh

,Sca‘\a;ﬂ

Avessels‘mﬁ%:dww“Mwwé-

1 ‘ ) ’
Hutchinseon and Nebaum, end Capt. Kohl were.

the only members of the corporation that had ever

 visited the islands during the pericd of the lease.

My, Hutchinson died in 1882 of nephritis. He

' was a man of the most engeging personality; and, indeed,

chtef
i+ is,tec his personality that the leasing ill was

passed over Secretary Boutwell's bikter pers nal
antagonisn, His'experiencé on the islands gave
him an opportunits to spégk intelligently and he
wag & natural crator and diplomat)and belng
physically a very handsom man of about five feet,ﬂ%wgéwhwg
znd weighing about 188 or 200 pounds.
Louis Sloes wag & medium sizéd ~Jew,with a
Irunk engaging address and prided himself on never

risrepresenting cr misleading anybedy. He often

L would go out into the counting room when his sub-

ordinates were arguing with & man who nee overcharging
them,and jebbing him in hheraccounts:and order the
account paid in full saying as he did so, "I believe
the man is overcharging us, but pay him,anl never have

anything more to dc with him,*  He alsc said

:
|
|
|

o
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o me one day, just before I went up to the islands

o

in 1876, on a confidential mission for his company.

¥r. Fllictt, there are three kinds of Jews,-white

[K]

Jews, Jews, and Cod-damn-Jews. I have sald gnough

Laven't I.0 I said, I understand you. I think

sror whet I saw of Mr, Sloes, heard of ¥r. Slcss,

=rd know of ¥r. Sloss, that he was & white Jew; and

L the remarkable sement between Hutohinson, Slose

and Miller cn all questions that I ever heard them

discuss,alse impressed me with the idea that they.
were all white men, They seemed %o have & perfect

cormunity ol purpose. 0f course, there wae & geod
' . sty w&&i‘ﬁ-ﬁﬁﬂbm

“deal of evil s%e%&e*—aa% ahout the question of ther

businees.,

I am lead toO make this rewark because in 1881,
the general nmenager of the company, on the islands,
got into & bitter controversy with the treasury
agent in charge. Mr. rarrison G. Otis, who is
now the proprietor of the Los Angeles Sunday Times.
Nejor Otis was the Covernment agent-éé&cwuadﬁﬁﬁ*{ﬁ”DMdb
YeIntyre wae the company's manager on the island.

Thes argument grew out of the questioh of the control
of the killing. MeIntyre claimed that he had complete
contrel of the killing on the grounde, which Otis

¢laimed was dnder his jurisdictioni ODtis was ths

Hhy

n I N
Gener 1 special agent in chargs of the killing o

the sewls thare under the Treasury Depariment.




-

51 et b S A T IR T .
|

' VeIntyre was the genera 1 manager of the company

on the islands and had en ire,charge.oL the busineesn
C e Comgerny
on the 151&hu. They claehed,and it gave thesm, & great

deal of concern. They did not want tha matter trought

over to Washington,knowing it would make trouble

in the Department and gef on the flecor of the FHouse

and make more trouble which they did not like, They

knew they wouléd be misrepreéented and they asked me

to arbitrate the thing for them. They'said if

MoeIntyre was belnv imposed upon,they would flgb* for

him. If he was not being imposed upon they were

willing to have hinm retired. They hrought all the
Geakles , Patrosdach, ads e

papers to me.— Mr, G%aahe%l,hconsel for the

company, General Jeffries,and Mr., Hutchinson., I hed

never, auw Major Otis. I only knew him as being the

‘offlc al in charge but never hud any ccmruniuaulon

wiuh him whatev r. The papers were all. brousht to

me at the Smitheonian, and they aakea me to umpire

the case. I decided in favor of ! agar 0tis. Then
they asked me %0 ﬁéke a mémorandum_of it in writing.
in consultation with the company)aﬁd Genefal Jeffries,
ﬁhich Iaid, I sooﬁ recelved a 1etter from Mr., Sless
suying that thev had perfect conflcence in the matter

) bw«% Se»’cr‘tr'la&, 50,

Aana although they thought that McIntyre was right,

vet | they believrd I had Juaced oropevlv and they

B
hdd civen MeIntvre a vac&tlon for é%é%een years, or

aurﬁnﬁ ths terr of £rExygase dr. Otis’: office
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I found on looking into the thing that while
feddvacatly
cIntvre was, right, yet thecretically, he was WIOngE.

Fherns
That if his ground was susiained the fagcretary of

the Treszsury would no longer be in ¢ontrel and thet
gdme worthless or mischiegvous agént of ~the company |
could do beth his employer,and the goverﬁment a
great deal of harm. '

During this pericd of the exrloitﬂtion of the

geal islends by the Alaska Commercial Company in

1888, up to the day that I wae selected by Prof.

Rzird to go to the seal islands in 1872, I had
never, stkanse as it mey seem, ever: heard of
such a thing,end did not know anything ébout the
sgal iglands: &md fherefore,l'did not know'what

arguments were made by Hutchinson, Millﬁr and

.~ Sloss before the Committeesand Secretarm Boutwsll,

Secretary Boutwell &id persenallyrtell me in 1873
how bitterly he had opposed the bill)and how bitterly

he et111 regarded the whole business. He told me -
WHMxWNMmM
JMMQMAL&M
VRIS S |
%jMJAzMM
e

that up in his hcuse, oo &*Mﬂj
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They did. take pogsession of allAthe olad

Rust ien Arerican COmpanv a8 per their pu*chaee bill

of sale, They did continue the business of trapning
and hunulng as conducted at thore posts There was
no merchandise in 1871 and 1872 of any éignlficdncu.
Fhatever goods those people wanted up there any
time prior to that, they brought in *helr own
vessele. They were going up there and coming ~ut
on their own vessela;ithgg located nowhere;
gstablished no posts, because there was nothing
doing, = All I know about their business wae inci-
dental. Outside of the seal islands there was no
proflt in it for them. In those days there was no
camning or salting of salmon for commercisl purposss.
No man knew anything about agriculture. Nobody
suggested 1t, nobody thought about it and I don't
think that any business of any kind was done
by the Aleska Commercisl COmnary)exéept by thewmzglss They
possibly bid on some mall route ateav ghip line up
to Sitka, Kodiak -to St Mlohael. I dont think they
dld any businasv cf any klnd until the cannlng of
galmon began, Then I dcnt think thevy did anyf%%gruﬁ
e Learde Frn

. Lol
busznessyexcept salting skineg until the Klondike

rush came in 1897; asdk Alo-leplundy of . Sary by
AGTusl, ARl b,
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