


,- "



. [ 477 1 ' ..
Such hath heen the fuccefs, that has not unfre ....

quently ctowned the empirical ufe of thefe water'",'
which, though, in fome of thefe cafes, it might un-
doubtedly have been better conducted in the hands of
the prudent phyfician, may, however, fuffice to con-
vince us, that the vitriolic waters are a branch of the
materia medica, not to be defpifed nor overlooked,'
in the cure of many Ilubborn chronical difeafes.

o. I

. Dublin, I S," February, 1750.

XLV]. 0 An Actount of that Part of America;
.' ~ich is neqrejl, to tpe ~and of .Kamt-

charka ; extrcrEled from the Deftription,
of lcamtchatka -by Profe.fJor Kralhenni-
co~" :pr~nted at Peterfburg, in two /70-

o lu~s, 4to. in 1759; and tranjlated and
communicated by the Rev. D. Dumarefque,
D. D. Chaplainto the Englifh FaElrJry at
Peterfburg.

CHAPTER x,
Of America.

Read Jan. z4'ALthough ~e have no exact and cir ...
116~. cumftantial accounts of America,

which lies eaft of Kamtchatka, for which reafon,
the defcription of that country might be deferred to
the time, that the voyage to America, at the Kamt-
chatka expedition, will be publifhed , neverthe1efs,
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for the fake of regularity, and' that the -reader, may
ftill have forne notion of all the countries, tHat are in

.the neighbourhood of Karntchatka, we are going to
communicate here, what is collected in the memoirs
of Mr. Steller, in different places. .

The continent of America, which now is .known
from ;z to 60° of north latitude, extends from the
fouth-wefl to the north-eaft, every-wberealmoft
at an equal diftance' from the Kamtchadalian' lnores,
viz. about 37°' longitude: for the .Kamtchadalian-
fhore, alfo, from the Kurilian Lopatka [the {hovel *J
to cape Tchukotfki, ina' ftrait line (except where-
there are bays and capes), lies in the very fame di-
rection, So that one .has grounds to infer [from
thence], that thofe two lands were once joined, efpe-
eially in thofe parts, where lies cape Tchukotfki: for"
between that and the coaft, that projects, which is

'found at the eaft, direCtly over-againfl it, the di-
/ flance does not exceed two degrees and a half.

Steller brings four arguments to' prove this :' ,
I. The Ilate of the fhores, .which, both at Kamt-

chatka and in America, are ragged [broken, ~ragged] .
. 2. The many capes, which advance into the fea,

from 30 to 60 verfles, . - ,
3· The many iflands in, the. fea, which feparate-

Kamtchatka from America. "
4· The fituation of thofe 'iflands, and the incon--

fiderable breadth of that fea.
> • , \

As to the refl, we leave this to the cenfideration.
[or judgment J. of more fkilful perfons: fufiicient it

, .
'* The words included between the: [] are added _by way of

il!u{hation, or elfe are" for the molt part; the literal tranflation of
the Rufs.

will
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will be for 'us, .barely to. relate whatwas obferved ...
round about thofe parts. -. .,' .

The fea, which divides Kamtchatka from Ame-
rica, is full "of Wands, which [lying) .over-againfl;
the fouth- weft end <?fA merica, extend [as far,.asJ to-
wards the fi:reig~ts of Anian, in fuch an uninterrupted,
feries [row, order], as the Kurilian iflands do [as far ,
as] towards Japan. That row of iflands is found be- .
tween 5 I and 540 latitude, . and lies directly eafl ;
and it begins' not farther 'than 5 degrees from the
Kamtchadalian Ihore. . t.

Steller thinks, that Company's-land is .to be found
between the Kurilian and the American iflands (which
many doubt of), if one [fetting out] from the fouth-
weft extremity .of America" advances fouth-weft e
for, in his opinion, Company's-land muft be·the bare
of a triangle [which it forms] with the Kurilian. and
the American iflands , which feerns not to be defti-
tute of foundation, 'if Company's-land be rightly laid

. down on the maps.
The American land is in a much better {tate, with

regard to the climate, than. the farthermoft eafiern
part of Afia, though it' .lies neat the rea, and has,
every-where, . high' mountains, fome of which are.
covered with perpetual fnows , for that [~ountry],
when its qualities .are ' compared to thofe of Afia,o'
has, by far, the' advantage .. The mountains of [that
,part of] .J?:fia are, eve~"y-where,. ruinous and cleft -
[broken]? from whence they have, long. finee, loft
their confifrency, they haveIofl their inward warmth],
llflOn which, account, they have no gpod metal [of
any kind]; no wood, nor herbs, grow there,' except.
in. the vallies ",where is.feen fmall [~ru{h·1 wood and

. -' fliBt'
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fliff herbs. On the contrary, the mountains of Ame- ,.
rica are firm, and covered, on the furface, not with'
rnofs, but with fruitful earth [or mould]; and there-. .
fore, from the foot to the very top [of them}' they .
are decked with thick arrd very fine trees. At the .
foot of them grow herbs" proper to dry places, and
not to mar!hy ones; befides that, for the moil part, .
thofe (plarits] are of the fame largenefs and appear-
ance, both on the lower grounds, and on the very tops
of the mountains; by reafon, that there is every-where.
the fame. inward heat and moifiure. . But in Afia,
there is fa great a difference between -them,. that, of
one kind of plants growiJ1g [there], one would [be
apt to] make' feveral K.lhds, if one did .not obferve '
a :rule; which holds gen,erally; with regard to thofe '
places ['Viz.], that in loweE grpupdsherbs grow twice'
as large as thofe on th¢ mbu:nfains.· .'

In America, even the fea-Ihores, at uoo latitude, ~
are woody; but in Kamtchatka, at. 5 I0 latitude, no
place fet with fmall willows, and alder-trees is 'found '
nearer tJia.n 20 verftes from the fea: plantations [or
woods] of birch-trees, are, for the moft part, at [the"
diftance of] 30 verftes j and, with regard to pitch- .
trees, on the' river Kamtchatka, they are at the di-
fiance of ;0 verfles, or more, from its mouth. At
62°, there is no wood at Kamtchatka.

In Steller's opinion, from the afore-mentioned la- .
titude of America, the land extends as far as 70°,.
and farther; and the chief caufe of the above-laid
growth of woods in that country is the cover and
Ihelter it has from the weft. On the other hand,
the want of this [of wood] on the .Karntchadalian .
fhores, efpecially on the Ihore 'of the Penfhinian fea,

5 doubt-
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-doubtlefs, comes from a Iharp north wind, tD which
'it is much expofed. That thofe parts, which lie from
-the Lopatka,· farther to the north, are mere woody
and fruitful, is owing to cape Tchukotfki, and the land
that has been obferved ov.er:,~againftit-,.?y w~ich thofe
[parts] are fhelrered from, the (harp winds.

For this reafon, a1fo, fifh comes up the rivers of
America earlier than thofe of Kamtchatka. The
z oth of July, there has been obferved a great plenty
of fifh in thofe rivers; whim at Kamtchatka, it is >

then but the beginning of an abundant fithery. -
Of berries, they faw there an unknown kind of

rafberries, which bore berries of an extraordinary big-
nefs and tafte. As to the reft, there grow in that

.country black-berries [with feveral other kinds of
berries, called in Rufs, jimelof], goJltbi~fa, brufiu"tft,
and JhikJha] , in as great plenty as at Kamtchatka,

There are creatures enough, good for the fupport
'of the inhabitants of thofe parts; particularly feals,
fea-dogs, fea-beavers, whales, * canis carcbarias,
marmottes [marmoita minor], and red and black
foxes, which are Bot fo wild as in other places, pof-
-fiblybecaufe they are not much chaced [hunted].

Of known birds, they faw there magpies, ravens,
fea-rnews [ t, urili ], fea-ravens, fwans, wild ducks,
jackdaws, woodcocks, t Greenland -pigesns, and

"* In Riufs, akul; or mokoia ; in bigrrefs, it is inferior to' the
whale; and it is like it in tSis" that it cafls no [pawn, but brings
forth young; upon which account, fome reckon it a Ipecies of
whale. Defcript. P.308. 1ft vol,

t Uril, corvus aquaticus maximus, crifiaceus, periophthalmiis
cinnabarinis, poad candid is. .

t Columba Groenlandica, Batevorum, kaiover, vel koiour.

* mitcba-
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,,* mitchagatki, otherwife called northern 'ducks.
But, of unknown birds, they obferved more than
.ten forts, which it was not difficult to diflinguifh.
from European birds, by the livelinefs of their co-
lours. .
. With regard to the inhabitants of thofe parts, they

. are fuch a wild people, as the Koriaki and Tchuktchi,
As to. their iperfons, they are well. fet, broad and
frrong fhouldered. .The hair of their head is black,
.and Ilrait, and ·they wear it loofe. Their face is
tawny [brown], and flat as a plate; their nofe is

. flat, but not very broad; their eyes are as black as
jet; their lips thick , their beard fmall; and their
neck Ihort.

They wear Ihirts with Ileeves, which reach lower
than the knee; and they tye them pp, with thongs
of leather, below the belly. Their breeches and
boots [which are made] of the ikins of feals, and
dyed with alder, much refemble the Karntchadalian •.
They carry, at their girdles, iron knives, with
handles, fuch as- [are thofe) of our boors. Their
hats are platted [matted] of herbs, as with the Karnt-
chadalians, without a [rifing] top, in the fhape of'

'an umbrella; they are dyed in green, and in black,
with falcon's feathers, in the fore-part, or with [fame]
herb, combed, as if it were a plume of feathers, fuch
as the Americans ufe about Brafil, They live upon fifh,
fea animals, and the fweet-herb, which they prepare
after the Kamtchatka manner. Befides this, it has
been obferved, that they have alfo the bark of poplar,

* Mitchagatka, aka monachroa fulcis tribus, circa duplici utrin-
que dependente, Anas .arCl:icacirrata,

or
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or of the pine-tree, dried', which, in cafe of neceffity, ,

- is made ufe' of 'a'Sfood, 'not only at Kamtchatka, .but
likewife throughout all Sibetia, and even in Ruflia
itfe1f, as far as Viatka , alfo fea weedsmade up into
bundles, which, in rook and in flrength, are like
thongs- of taw-leather.. They are unacquainted with
Ipirituous liquors and' tobaccoj a, fure proof, that,
hitherto, they- have had no communication with the
Europeans. - '" " '
. They reckon it- an extraordinary ornament, to
bore, in feveral places, the lower parts of the cheeks,
neal' the mouth; and in [the holes] they fet fome
frones and' bones. Some wear, at their. noftrils, Ilate
pencils, about four inches long; fame wear a bone
of that bignefs, under the lower lip; and others a
like bone' on the forehead. .

The nation, that lives in the iflands round aB~ut
cape Tchukotiki, and: frequents die Tchtitchi,· is; .
certainly, of the fame origin withthofe people: for"
with them a1[0 it is thought an ornament [thus]: to '
inlay [ingraft] bones. . . . "
. Major Paulutfkoi, deceafed, after a. battle, which

'_ he once fought againft the Tchutchi, found, among
the dead bodies of the Tchutchi, two men of that
nation, each of whom hadtwo teeth of a fea-horfe under
the nofe, fet in holes made on .purpofe: for:which rea-.
fop, the inhabitants of that country caU them Zubatut~
{toothed]. As the' prifbners reported, thefe [men]
did not come to the afiiflance or the Tchutchi, but
to fee how they [ufed to]. fight wit the Ruffians.

From this, it may be inferred, that the Tchutchi ,
converfe with .them, either in the fame language, or,' .
at leafl, in .languages of fo great- affinity, that they ,

V 0 Ii•.LI. R r r can
7
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can underftand 'one another, without an -ili'terpreter;
confequentLy, their language has no finall refem-
blance with that of the Koriaki: for the Tchukot-
chian comes from the Koriatikian [language], and
differs from it only in the dialect: nevertheleis, the'
Koriatfkian interpreters can 'fpeak with them, with ..
out any fortof difficulty. With regard to what Mr.
Steller writes, that not one of our interpreters could
underftand the American language, poffibly, that
comes from the great difference in the dialed, or
from a difference of pronounciation; which is ob-
ferved, not only among the wild inhabitants of Kamt-
chatka, but alfo among the European nations, in
different r'roviqces. In Kamtchatka, there)s hardly
anyfmal '* o/!rog, but what the fpeech there differs
[fomewhat] from that of another that lies nearef],
~s for thofe fmall' oflrogs, which are at fome hun-
dreds of verfles from one another, thofe can no
longer underftand each other, without [fame]
trouble. ,

The following remarkable refemblances between
the American and the Kamtchadalian nations,' have
been obferved :

I. That the Americans refemble the Kamtchadales
in the face. '
. 2. That they eat the fweet-herb, after the fame
manner as the Kamtchadales; [a thing) which never
was obferved any-where elfe.

* Ojlrojka, a {mall ojlrog, 'is a place fenced and fortified with a
pallifade, made of trees, fixed perpendicularly in the ground, and
cut {harp at the top: Iometimes they are beams laid over each
other. Ofirui, in Rufs, lignifies 1harp.

3. That
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3- That they make ufe of a * wooden machine-

[infread of a tinder-box'], to light fire with.
4· That, from many tokens, it is conjectured,

that they ufe axes made of Ilones, or of bones: and
it is not without foundation, Mr. Steller thinks; that
the Americans had once a communication with the
people of Kamtchatka. _

f· That their cloaths and their hats do not differ
from the Kamtchadalian.

6. That they dye the ikins with alder, after the
Kamtchatka manner ~

Which marks Ihew it to be very pofiible, that
they came from the fame race. This very thing, he
.rightly judges, may help a1fo to folve that qucftion,
" Whence came the inhabitants of America?" For
though wc fhould fuppofe, that America and Afia
were never joined; neverthe1efs, confidering the near-
nefs of thofe two parts of the world at the north,
no one can fay, that it ~as impracticable for people
from Afia to go over to fettle in America; efpecially,
as there are iflands enough, and at fo fmall a difiance,
which might facilitate not a little fuch a paifage [in
order to fettle].

Their armour for war is a bow and arrows.
What kind of a bow it is, we cannot fay, as it did
not happen [to our people] to fee any; but their
arrows are much longer than the Kamtchadalian,
and greatly refemble -the Tungufian and Tartarian
[arrows L Thofe, which came- in the way of our
people, were dycd black, and planed fa Imooth, that

.-
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they left no room to doubt of [the Americans] having
alfo iron tools. '-

The Americans fail upon the fea in canoes made
of Ikins, in the fame mann.er as the Koriaki and the
Tchutchi. * Tbeircanoes-are about two. fathoms
[1+ feet] long, and about two feet high. The fore-
part -of them is fharp , and they are, flat-bottomed.
Their inward frame confifis of flicks, which are
linked together at both ends, and in the middle are
prefled outwards, in a rounding [a belly], with crofs-
fticks [which keep the fides, at a proper difiance J.
The fkins, which they are covered with, all around,
feem to bethofe of fea-dogs, dyed of a cherry colour,
The place where the Americans fit is round, about
two arfhines [4 feet 8 inches] from the poop; there
is [owed upon it 'the fiomach [of fome great fifh],
which one mat gather and loofen as a puree, with
the help of thongs of leather, pafied through fmall

, holes at the edge. An American, fitting in that
place, flretches his legs, and gathers round him the
ftomach [above-mentioned], that water may not fall
into the canoe. With one oar, fame fathoms long,
they rowan both fides alternately, with fuch a pro-

. greffive force, that contrary winds are but a fmall
hindrance to them; and with fa much fafety, that
they are not afraid to go upon the water, even whilft
the fea rifes in terrible furges. On the contrary, they
look with fame terror upon our larger veflels, when
they are tofled, and advife thofe, who fail in them"
to beware, left their veflels Ihould be overfet. This

'* See the two figures, in 1ft vol, of the Defcription of Kamt-
thatka, over againfl page 128.

happened
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. nappened to the boat Gabriel, which, ferne years
. fince, was -going to ca:pe Tchukotfki. As to the
reft, their canoes are fo light, that they carry them

. with one hand. .
When the Americans fee [upon their coafls]

people, whom, they do not know, they row towards,
them; and then make a long fpeech: but it is not
certain, whether this is by way of a (pell [or charm],
or fame [particular] -ceremony ufed at the reception
of ftrangers: for' both the one and the other are in
ufe among the Kurilians. But before they draw near,
they paint their cheeks with black lead, arid fluff
their noftrils with [fame]. herb.

When they have guefis, they appear friendly; they
like to converfc with them, and that in an amicable
manner, without taking off their eyes from them:
they treat them with great fubmiffion, and prefent
them with the fat of whales, and, with black lead,
with which they ufed to befrnear their cheeks, as
was before obferved; doubtlefs from a notion, that
fuch things areas agreeable to others, as they are to
themfelves.

With regard to the navigation about thofe parts,
it is fafe [enough] in fpring and in fumrner , but in
autumn it is fo dangerous, that hardly a day paffes,
but one has reafon to fear being ihipwrecked: for-
they [the Ruffians fent upon the rea expedition] ex-
perienced fuch a violence of winds and florms, that
even perfons, who had ferved forty years at fea, af-
fured, with an oath, that they never faw fuch in their:
lives. .

The marks, by which they obferve there [in that
fea] that land is near) are, particularly, the following

confider-
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confiderable ones: 1. When .there appears -a great
quantity of different 'kinds -of the _.[fo called] .Iea-
cabbage, 'fwimming upon the water. 2. When one
fees the herb, of which, at Kamtchatka, they platt
cloaksvmatts, and bags; for it grows only on ..the
fea-ihores. 3. When there begin to appear., at fea,
flights of fea-mews, as well as droves of fea animals,
fuch as fea-dogs, and the like:· for though fea-dogs
have a hole open at the heart, which is called fora-
men ovate, and a duct called duflus arteriofus Botalli,
and, upon that account, may remain long under
water, and, confequently, go to fame diftance from
the '{hare, without danger, inafmuch as they can, at
a greater depth, find food proper for them: never-
thelefs, it has been obferved, that they feldom go
farther than ten [German] miles from the rhore,

The fureft iign, that land is near, is, when there
are feen Kamtchatka beavers, which live only upon
crabs, and, from the make of their heart, cannot be
under Water above two minutes [at a time]; confe,
quently, they cannot get food at the depth of 100 fa-
thoms, or indeed at a much Iefier depth; upon which
account, they alfo breed always near the {hare.

It remains Rill to fpeak of fame iflands nearefl to
Karntchatka, which ate not found in a (lrair line
with the above-mentioned, but north of them; e£pe-
cially of Berings Wand, which now is fo wei! known
to the inhabitants of Kamtchatka, that manlY.of them
go thither, to catch Iea-beavers, and the -like fea
animals.

That. Wand extends from the fouth-eafl to the
north-weft, between ;; and 60°. Its north-eail end,
which lies almofl directly over-againfi: the mouth of

- the
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the river Kamtchatka, is at about two degrees di-
fiance from the -eaflern fhore of Kamtchatka: and
its fouth-eaft end is about three degrees from cape
Kronotfki. This ifland is 165 verftes long; but its
breadth is unequal. From the fouth-eaft end to a
rock, which hangs perpendicularly over the fea, and is
at 14 verftes difrance from that end, the breadth of
the ifland is from 3' to 4 verftes: from that fteep .
rock to Suiputchei bay, it is ,verfies: from Suiput.,.
chei bay to Beaver's fieep rock, it is 6 verflesi. at
Whale's-ilream, it is , verfles j but from thence
farther on, it grows gradually, broader. ,Its greateft
breadth [viz.], 23 verfles, is over-againft 'the north .
cape, which lies I 15, verftes fro~ the above-men;
tioned end.

In general, it may' be.faid,', th~t .the, length of that
Wand is fo difr.roportioned to its breadth, that our
author doubts; whether there can be, in other parts
of the world,' any iflands of fuch a Ihape , at leaf], he.
never' heard nor read of any fuch: and.he.adds, that
the iflands, which they faw about America" and all
the rows of them, lying to the eafr,;have the like.
proportion. - .

This ifland confifts of a ridge of rocks, which is.
divided by many vallies, that flretch to the north
and to the fouth. Its mountains are fo high, that,
in clear weather, one may fee them from about half
the diflance between the' ifland and Kamtchatka •.
The inhabitants of Kamtchatka, of old times, thought,',
that there mufl be [fomeJ land over-againft the mouth,
of the river Kamtchatka, by reafon that [the iky] ap-
peared there always cloudy, though it were never fo .
clear every-where elfe about the horizon •.

The ..
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The higheft mountains [of the Wand] do not

meafure above 2 verftes in a perpendicular.
[Here follows a defcription of this barren, rocky

ifland, of which the following four pages·ar~ not to
our prefent 'purpofe, Then, at page 136" the account'
proceeds thus:] , .
~ The fouth-wefl fide of the Wand is of a quite dif-
ferent nature [from the other, as to accefs]« for tho'
the Ihore [there] is more rocky and craggy, yet there
are two places, by which, in flat-bottomed boats,
filch as are. the '* tflherbotui? one m~y not. only land
on the Ihore, 'but even advance as far .as a.Iake, by
the flreams ['that flow from it]" The fir!l: of thefe
places is at 50 verftes, and the other at I I;, from
the fouth-eaft end of the ifland,

This laft place is v:er,y remarkable from the fea ,
for the land there goes rounding from thenorth to
the weft; and, at the very promontory, there runs .a
.flream, -which is the largef] of any in that ifland ;
and, when the water is high, its 'depth is. not lees
than 7, feet. It runs from a greatlakc;, which lies
a verfte and a half from its mouth: and becaufe that
ftream grows deeper, the farther it is from the rea,
therefore one may conveniently go. uRon. it in boats
as far as the lake: and upon the lake there.is a fafe
ftation; for it. is furrounded with rocky mountains, .
as with a wall, and Iheltered from all, winds. 'the;
chief- mark, by which 0l?~ may know .this I ft~eam
from the fea, is an ifland, which is, about 7 verfles'
in circumference" and lies to, the: fouth at 7, verfles.
diflance from the mouth of the ftrearn, - ThG Ihere,

, . ,

. ""''Large canoes, or boats, fomewhat refembling.ferry-boats. "
from



[ 491 ]
from thence towards the weft, is [andy and low
for 5 verftes, Round the fhores, there are no rocks
under water; which one .may know from thence,
becaufe there are no * eddies [breakers]. .

. From the higheft rocks of that ifland, one fees-
the following lands: at the fouth, two iflands, one
of which meafures about 7 verfles in circumference,
as was obferved before; but the other is over-,againft
the very end of Berings ifland, at the fouth-wefl : it
confifts of two high and cleft rocks, of about three
verfles in circumference, and is at 14 verfles diflance
from Berings ifland.

From the north-eaft end of Berings ifland.. in clear
weather, one may fee, to the north-eaft, very high
mountains, covered with [now, and their diftance
maybe computed at 100 or 140' verfles, Thole

. mountains our author thought, with better grounds,
to be a cape of the ..continent of America, than an
ifland : J. Becaufe thofe mountains [allowing forJ
confidering their diflance, were higher than the-
mountains on the [neighbouring] iflands. z, Becaufe
that, at a like diflance towards the eafl, one obferves
plainly, from the ifland, fuchIike white mountains"
from the height and extent of which all judged that
it was the continent.

From the fouth-eaft end of Berings Wand, they
faw, to the fouth-eaft alfo, another ifland, but not
very dearly: it feemed to lie between Berings ifland
and [fomeJ low part of the continent.

From the weft and the fouth-weft fides, it was
p,bferved, that, even in clear weather, there'is a per-

. * III German, brmnung,
S s s
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petual fog above [higher up than] the mouth of the
river Kamtchatka; and from thence, in fame mea--
'fure, they came to know the inconfiderable difrance
.ef the land of Kamtchatka from Berings ifland .

. North of the fQ often mentioned Berings ifland,
there is another ifland, in length from '80 to. 100'

.verfles, which lies parallel to it, i. e. from the fouth-
eaft to' the north-weft. The ftreights between thefe
two iilands, at the north-weft, meafure 20 verftes, anch
at the fouth-eaft about 40. The mountains upon it'

. are lower than the ridge [of mountains] in Bcrings
-ifland. At both ends of ir, there are, in .the fea;
many rocks at . [low] water mark, and perpendicular
rocks like. pillars. "

With regard to the weather t. it differs f'rom that
at Kamtchatka only in this, that it is more fevere and,
fharp:. for the ifland has no Ihelter from any quarter ;;.
and, befides that, it is narrow, and without woods.

"Moreover, the force of the winds increafes: to fuch-
3- degree, in thofe deep and narrow vallies,' that one'
can fcarce fland upon one's legs. In February arrds
April months, were obferved the fuarpefl:: winds.,

- which blew from the fouth-eafl and from the north-.
weft; In, the former, cafe; the weather was' dear"
but tolerable; but in the latter cafe; it was dear, in-.
deed, but extremely cold. . '

The higheft rifing of the water happened in the:
beginning of February month, during north-weft";
winds: the other inundation was in the middle of
May, occafioned by great rains," and by 'the fudden,
thawing of the fnows, Neverthelefs, thofe floods.
were moderate, in comparifon with thofe, of-which,
there [fti111 remained undoubted marks : ..'for there,

howe.
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'have been carried many trees, and whole fkeletons
of fea animals, to the heighr of 30 fathoms, Or
more, above the' furfsce of the fea [above the com-
mop. water mark, or leyel] ~ from which our -author
judges, that, in the year 1737, there happened,
likewife, here [in this iiland] fuch an inundation as
that at Karntchatka, . .
, Earthquakes happen (here] feveral times in tll~
,Year. The moft violent, that was obferved, was in
"the b~ginniIlg of February, which, during a wefterly
wind; )afied exactly fix minutes; and before it W2;S

heard a noife, and a thong wind, under ground,
.with ~ hifling, which went from f~uth to north.
, ~1!i0ng mineral t~ings, which arcfound in that
-ifland, "onemay reckon, as the mofb.rernarkable, the

.... • \ ~ f

fine water's, wh ich , upbn account of their purenefs
and l~ghtners, .are very wholfome.: and this virtue of
.~~m~~.s,?'\Jferv,e~'';lp~ fick ,p~ople; w~th 'advantage,
,~nd 'th~ d,efired fatlsfaCbon. WIth regard to the plen-
tifulnefs of)hem, there is not a valley-but what has a
'fil\e~rn r~dnbing through it,; and thenumber of them all
togethh exceeds fixty; 'among which there are ferne,
which are 'from g··to }'2 fathoms.broad , and fome
are two', .arid 'foni~ :e~-en\ 5 .fathoms deep, when the
water is lugb.; hut there are few fuch, and the greater
part of them isextremely fhallowat the.mouthj be-

lcailfi tfiat 'they, 'have i very rapid courfe, on account
. ~()f't~ '.feep fiop~s -of tpe vallies, and 'that near the

fea"they1dfvitfe 1nto' :many'rivulets,'. . [ ..
* • ')~~~~...~j ~~ . ,7 '; : • • ~ •

, .
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Befchreibung, &c•.
Page
6.

7·
Ibid.

s,

Ibid.

..11.

P.romyfchle.ni properly fignifies thofe,. that
make a trade or. profefiion. of hunting in
Siberia.

Gojtinna fbtna, the merchants of the firTh
clafs in Ruffia,

Semeon Iwanow fin Defchnew. When the
Ruffians fpeak of a man of quality, they'
add to his Chriflian name that of his fa-
ther; ex. gr. Simon Ivanoioitfcb Deji:hnej[;.
but if. of a common man,. they fay, as
here, Simon Ivanqlf jin (i. e. fon of)"
Ddchnejf" Simon the fon of John Defch-
neff.· .

Coftcke •. The Cofacks are properly the foI-
diers, of whom confifls the Ukrain militia..
or. that of the neighbourhood of the Don ..
Thefe lafl began' the conqueft of' Siberia.,
Their; pofterity is frill employed in raifing:
the taxes laid on the Siberian nations, which.
have fubmitted to the Ruffian empire e .

Zimmer, is a, bundle of furs; confifling, of
40 Ikins.

Simouiie (zimovie]; properly, is an habita ...·
tion, or quarters, for the winter; a hut or'
huts, built haflily, in fome defert place;
in order to fpend a winter there. When
the number of thofe huts has fa. increafed;
as to become a village, it has often frill
retained the old name of zimo'Vie. Zima,
in Ruffian, is winter.

OJ/rag.
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Oflrog. See page +84-above.

. Narte, a kind of fmall 'fledge, ,very light,
. drawn -by dogs. See rhereprefentation of

it in the Defcription of Kamtchatka.
Werchnei, nifchnei, Jerednie, bo[[che; thefe

words fignify, high, low, middle, and
greater;, as werchnei Oflrog, the upper
Ofbrog, fff c: .

Ssoaetoi, fignifiesholy, faint j, as Swaetoi nof),
cape Holy. . "'.'

PiaetideJaetnifi" an officer; who-has so-men;
under, his command, and who may. be
called. a lieutenant; InRufs, pietderiati»
fifty ..

WOf'leJood is, the governor ef a town,' of' a,
dillrict, or of a province. '

StlJlnik was' an officer, formerly, who fet
the. dillies upon the tfar's table; Stol; a,
table.. . ..

Knjaes, a prince ..
Dnsoraen, a gentleman'.

'Ujl, mouth, Ufl :lana, the name of a place:
fituated at or.near the mouth of the river,
Jana.

Nifs" cape, promontory, nels, neefe, The:
The proper. lignification of' die word IS-

o nofe..
Schikiti, rewed, fromJchit, to few.
Werfle, an itinerary meafure in Ruffia, con-·

lifting of 500 ftjens, or fathoms, each of
which makes 7 feet Englifh,

Sin<



Page+2. 'Sin h~jarJkoi, 'a title which is conferred, in
Siberia, upon low people, in order to raife
them to a degree nearer to that of a noble

, or a: gen'tilhomme. '
59. 17ielfrdfs, a German word, which fignifies a

. glutton. -It is 'a wild beaft of a. [mall fize,
about the bignefs of a fox, but more re-
fembling 'a bear. ,ry,hiscreature," called in

;.,,rrench'. glouton, is' 'extre,meiy voracious,
fllo'6:l whence it bad its name. 't,

:ibld.: 'SiUn!uchS, is a' kh~,dof fox ..
':'80. 'Ed/idaI-; 'Canoe: --
Ibid. , Nejj~l, a nettle, in general, in 'Gertl?-an; here

, ;. a kind of rittHes~ of which a particular ,fluff
is made. r

,Ibid. }:Levkajhenui'tt 'P,o]udU, fignifies 'a','vena or T~t
• linea' made of l'tukas, a kind of- alabafler. Here

penul-: it probably was intended to exprefs China
,tima.· ware, or porcelaine •

. 90. Rietgrafs, a -German word, fignifying the
. fame as bamboo.

12I. Judol1ifkoi knfl, Judoma's-crofs, the name
of a village near the river Judoma, in, a
place 'on ,V\;hichwas erected 'a crofs.. when
'it 'was iirit'-diicovered. '

Ibid. ,BflJkoi pereuof), the ferry of-Bela.
Ibid. -1 'linea' . "liujnoi, .!foutheily, ',to 'the fouth. ,\
penuit. j:
,1+3. Krepojl, 1ignittes i 'effiIe, ora fort!
Ibid, Sauiod, a manufactory, or fabrique.
Ibid. WoJkrefenjkei, belonging to the refurreCtion.

Plot-
7
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XL VII. Remarks on the Mutations of the
Stars; by Tho. Barker, EJq; of Lyndon, '
in Rutland: Communicated by the Rev.
W. Stukeley, M. D. F. R. S.

, I

Read Jan. 3}'IT is well known there have been [eve:"
}'7OO• ral .alterations among 'the fixed fiars: for

inflance, PtolemfsiUltima ftuvii, a firfi magnitude flar,
is in Dr .Halley's catalogue of the fou them confiellations
only a third magnitude: and in much lefs time, the
JI of the Great Bear, which Bayer feems to have
judged juft of the fame Iize with the other fix, is
grown far duller than any of them. Some Ilars alfo
have quite difappeared, while agail1 new ones, not
feen before, have been difcovered: and there are
others periodioally larger' and Imaller. Two very
remarkably bright, yet fhorr-lived, Ilars, have been
.alfo feen, .one in Cafiiopeia, the other in Serpen-
tarius , which breaking out, at once, with greater
luftre than any.other fixed fiar, gradually faded, and
changing to different colours, in about a year and
half were no longer vifible. But, I think, no one
has yet remarked, that any lafiing ftar was of a dif-
ferent colour in different 'ages: Greaves, on the con-
trary, takes notice, that the colours of the fiars and
planets are the fame now as the antients obferved;
which is, I believe, very true in general: for Pto-
lemy, in his catalogue of ftars, fays, ArCturus, Al-
debaran, Pollux, Cor Scorpii, and Orion's Shoulder

. ("Yit'h another to be mentioned prefently), are U7rO-
'XtppOS, reddifh : and the five here mentioned are fiiLl

, of






