


VOYAGES AND TRAVELS-Continued.
JEFFERYS (Thomas) The Great Probability of a North West Passage

deduced from Observations on the letter of Admiral De Fonte, who
sailed from the Callao of Lima on the Discovery of a Communication
between the South Sea and the Atlantic Ocean; and to intersept
some Navigators from Boston in New England, whom he met with,
then in search of a North West Passage. London: Thomas Jefferys,
I768. Half morocco, complete with the 3 maps, rare

4to. £2I (I744)
*. * A most important work for the history of geographical discovery on the

North West Coast of America. The Maps are as follows :-1. A Copy of an
authentic Spanish Map of America published in 1608. II. The Discoveries
made in Hudson's Bay, by Capt. Smith in 1746-7. III. A General Map of the
Discoveries of Admiral De Fonte.

This work, though usually Catalogued under the name" Jefferys," the pub-
lisher, is in reality by Theodore Swaine Drage. Sabin, Vol. VII., No. 28460,
says: "The Author, according to Meusel, was Theodore Swindrage; but is
named by Watte, Dragge." A copy of the work, once possessed by us had on
the half-title, " Presented me by the author," and at the foot of page (vi), after
the printed words "The Author" was written in manuscript, "Theodorus
Swaine Drage."

For another rare and important work by Drage, see No. 1688. See also
Grieve's History of Kamtschatka, No. 1717.
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T ~ THE RIG H THO N ? U R A B L E UBRMY AND\M~~

WIL'LS' EAR L OF HILLSBOROQGH, JUNEAU
0~ .'
\.:V c. &c.. &c.

-ONE OF HIS MAJESTY'S PRINCIPAL SECRETARIES OF STATE,

FIRST LORD COMMISSIONER OF TRADE AND PLANT ATIONS,

ONE OF HIS MAJESTY'S MOST HONOURABLE
P R I V yeo U N c r r, AND F. R. S.,

5

TH E Difcovery of a North-well: Pa{fage having
- deferved the particular Attention of that great
Minifler of State Sir Francis WalJingham, with the Ap-
probation of the greatefl Princefs of that Age, I pre-

. fumed to alk: the Permiilion to infcribe the following
Sheets, on the fame Subject, to your Lordibip, wrote
with no View of [etting any' further Expeditions on Foot,
or with refpeB: to any particular Syfi,em, but as a can-
did and impartial Enquiry, to {hew the great Probabi-
lity there is of a North-well: PalTage. The Importance
of the Subjee:t, treated with the greatell: Regard to
Truth, are the only PretenG.ons I have to merit your
Patronage.

Your'Lordihip will appear, to the latefl Pofierity, in
the amiable Light of being zealous for the Glory of his
Majefiy, the Honour of the Nation, for promoting the
commercial Interefls, the Happinefs of his Majefiy's

a Su~ects
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Subjects. in~g~neral~ ~nd' of tliofe. iii America-rn parti~-
cular, 1 therefore have. the moil' grate£uLSenfe ot; your
Benevolence' and Humanity .. ill condefccndinp to g(ant.
me this Favour, as it will. be known for. Part.vof that-
Time that 1 had the Honour to be.

YOUR LDRDSHIP'S:



THE

p R E F A c E.

THE Opinion of there being a North-well Paffilge between
the Atlantic and Southern Ocean hath continued for more,

than two Centuries; and though the Attempts made to difcover
I this' PafTage have not been attended with the defired Succefs, yet
In Cenfequencc of fuch Aftempts great Advantages have .been re-
ceived, not by the Merchant only but by the Men of Science. It
muft be 'a Satisfaction to the Adventurer, though di{appointed
in his principal Deiign, that hi-s Labours have contributed to the
Improvement of Science" 'and the Advancement of Commerce.

, There was a Generofity with refpeCt to the Difcovery of a
North-weft Pa{fage; or a R:elpect' to the great Abilities of thofe
who, promoted, the various U ndertakings for making fuch Dif-
covery, to the Crown which patronized them, and the Eflares
ef tlfe' Kingdom who prornifed a' mofl munificent Reward to fuch
who lbould compleat fuch Difcovery, that thofe who were of a
eentrary Opinion treated' the Subject with a becoming Decency.
But the Cenfures- that have been' of late made by our Country-
men, and more particularly by Foreigners, OUt' Anceflors have
been tre<ttecf'as' fd m-any Fools, of' infituaJe"d' Pel-fanGs: buried to
<compleat an impraCticable and a meerly chimerical Project, and
areaccufed by a' foreign- Geographer to have proceeded fo far as
to forge a fictitious Account under theT'itle of a Letter of Ad-
miral de Fonte. That the Iniquity of the Englijh Writers is not
fUch (neither was ever known to be fucli) nor, was it in their
Inclination, could they fo eafily deceive the World; and the

a 2 Falfhood
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Fali1100d of this AfTertion could be no otherway made apparent
than by confidering fuch Letter with a j uft Criticifm, and exa-
mining the Circumftances relating thereto. Though the prefent
Age may not pay much R~gard to thefe Cenfures, yet if they are
pafTed unnoticed, might hereafter be confidered as Truths unan-
fwerable at the Time thofe Cenfures were made. Therefore to
do Jufiice to the Character of our Anceflors, to the prefent Ag~
in which fuch great Encourapernent hath been given to thefe Un-
dertakings, and? that Poiterity migh't -not be deceived, were Mo-
tives ,bad they been duly- confidered without. a. Regard to the,"
Importance of the Subject) which might~ incite an abler-Pen to,
have undertaken to vindicate the Authenticity of de Fonte's Letter.
As for a long Time nothing of this Kind,' appeared,. norcould ~l
hear .that any Thing was undertaken of this Sort; by any Perfon
to whom I could freely communicate. my-Sentimenrs.. and- the In-
formations which, I had collected-on tIlis-Subjeet, as:theDifcover.y
of a North-weft PafTage hath: been ithe ObjeCt of my Attention
for fome Years, confidered myfelf under the difagreeab1e Necef--
fity of becoming an Author in-an Age-of fueh refined Sentimen'ts;
exprefled in the greatefiPurity of Language: But if I have fuc~
ceeded in t~e greater. Matters., I hope to be.excufed in. the .lefler..

. I have .inferted the Letter of de Fonte, as' fir£1' publifhed. in.the, ,.

Monthly 1l1iflellany, or. Memoirs of the Curious, in April and, J.une
1708, very fcaree or in very few Hands; notonlyas-I thought it
confiflent with my Work, but that the Curious',wou1d" her glad
to _have a Copy of fuch Letter- exactly in the fame.lVlann~r in
which it was firft publifhed, to keep in-their. Collections.

As to the Obfervatiorrs refpecting the Circumftances of the
Letter of de Fonte, the Manner by which it was attained, its being
a Copy of fuch Letter which the Editors procured to be tran-
Ilated from the Spanijh, and as to fuch Matters as are to be col-
ieCted from the Title of fuch Letter, and from the Letter in Sup-

port
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'pprt of 'its Authenticity, I fubmit thofe Obfervations to fupe'rior'
Judgments: ]f 'confuted, and it appears I have mifapprehended

'the Matter, am not tenacious of :my Opinion, but {hall receive
-the Conviction with Pleafure, being entirely confiftent with my
Defign, which -is, That the -Tsruth may be- difcovered, whether
this Account' is authentick or 110t.'

In my Remarks of the Letter I have endeavoured to diil:inguiili';
what was' genuine, from what' hath - been' fince added by other
Hands ; have made an exact' Calculation of the Courfes , have
confideredthe Circurnflances of fuch Letter, giving .the Reafons
of the Conduct that; was- ufed in .the var ions Parts of theVoyage; , .
'and {hewi'ng'tb-e Regularity and. Confiftency there- is through the' '
Whole, and without Anachronifins or Contradictions as hath been'
objected,ipart of which Iwas the better enabled to do from fome
Experience- which I have had in Affairs of this Sort., ' I mufl ob-
ferve, the Calculations were made without any Regard had to the'
Situation ofHUdjo-n'sor'BqjJjn's Bay; butbegun at the Callao of .
Lima; and ipurfiied as the Account directs from the.Weftward i

And it was an -agreeable Surptize to find what an Agreement there
was as: to-the Parts which, by fuch Courfes, it appeared that the
Admiral and his Captain were in, confiflcnt -with the Purpofe they
were fenton, and the Proximityof where they were to Huc!ftn's
and. BafjilJ'.s Bay." '

To flate particularly all the Objections which have been made -r

to' this Account, I thought would have greatly increafed the Bulk
of the Work. There is no material Objection which I have any
where met with, but is here' confidered, Alfo to have added all

, .

the Authorities which'! have collected and made Ufe of, 'would
have madeit more prolix; fo have contented rnyfelf with only .
giving fuch ~tations as appeared abfolutely neceflary to inferts '
and then to mention the Authors particularly." I think I have'
not perverted the Meaning, or forced the Senfe, of any Author' .-
madeUfe of, to ferve my Purpofe. '
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'--To 'fhew the Probability of a Pa{fage, -have -traced the 'Opi-
1 nions relating to it from the Time fuch Opinions were .firf] re-
ceived , and a1(0 determined where it was always fuppofed to be 0"1'

\ ,

in what Part -fuch Paffage was: Have confidered the.variousEvi-
. dence that there is relating to fuch Patiage; and propofed what
:appears to be the propereft Method at ,prefent for :profecqtjng
(the Difcovery.

,There are three Mapsvall of whiehappeared neceflary for the
.better underfianding this Account. The one contains Part. of

~~.Ajia and the Rz!fJian Difcoveries on the Coaft of America ; the Ex-
:pedition of de Fonte, and clears 'up that feeming JnconfiftencyQf
,the Tartarian and Southern Ocean being contiguous in .that Part
of America, from .the Authority of tbeJapanrft Map.of Kempfer."
"which mufl; be of fome Repute, 9-S it is fo agl:eeable to the RuJ-
jian Difcoveries : If true i0 that Part, there is no Reafon to fup ..
. pofe but itis ,in like Manner true' as to the other Part which is
.introduccd into. this Map. This" Map exhibits th~.Stre:jght tha,t
,de Fuca went ~£,bhe Communicaeionwhich there may. be fup-
pofed agreeable to the ~ights which, the Accounts afford us be ....
'tween the Sea 'It the Back o£]-Judji;n's Baywilt~J@a:t Bay, .or with

the Nort]» Sea 1;Jy But!JO-n's Str~i~hts, 0: tl.t1rough "CiuJtberland Jiles..
Them is al[o added a- fecondMap, to QH:W what ExpeGtatiol1$
may be had of a Paffage from l-lutfftm's Bay, according to the Dif-
.coveries made in the Year 1747. The third Map is an exact-Copy
from that' publlfhed in the Mp1'larquia l~zdZ:a7Zade TOf;quen'kada, il.1
which the S,ea.eoafl: of Amerz'ca is exhibited in a dltl'erent Manner
fronl what~t uf~aUy was in 'th~ 1V1ap~of'that Tim;e, compleated
by the ~ofrnogra.pJ1.er&.of Philip. the Thjrd". THevVork.itfelf i;
in few Hands" and, the Map, 'as, far. as appears, hath been onlY;
p,ubJiihed in that ,Book, is now again publiihed, as it illu-
{lrates. this, Wo,rk, and may be otherwife agreeable to .the ~urious;
having a Defire not to omit ,any, Thing which would render the
'Work compleat,) or tha.t ~iVouldbe acceptable to .the pub)ick.

4- rpaye
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, Ilhave ufed uncommon- Pains t<yge.: itlro'(rn~da to ~hat could ;
be any. way' ferviceable to render this'Work Rlore' c.om¥lell't;" an .
mufi .make: this publickAcknowledgemen .' as"tl:} i:1. e'-Gend'et~eri.'
of tn'e,BritijlJ-Miljkum, who, with g·rear..Pofit~n5"fs'aIt(t AflbhFlity -
g.ave\ me all: the~ffi1fam:es, in their POWd-Y. t'0 fiMtl~;iflth"e"Copy/
from .which .the 'Franflation was made: was- in ,thetf'Foffeffio'n",
which- after-an aceurate Search for feme \;V de:U.s .ir:<'ltd' nut. appear.:"
~ oh arrd '<alfo· their' ·Affin~a:11ce'·as t:O"an-J' Gtlrer~l\I1attetswliioh 1\
·ftipppfed weuld-. be of 9€1'\ti~e!,: I ca:nfl:ot'·.~fs:~yn :MF.1&eryj'~·;
Care- and Exectnefs. ifl' execntlng the Maps; W'no(e-Gare a·n~ Fi-
delityto the; PCl'blrek not to irnpofe any 'f.}j~ng tha!t is fputi€iu-s,...
but what.he hath an ..apparent' and; r@l.AutflO:flity. for; is'· perhaps ,
n-el: ftiHkientJ.y.know<llo'"

The Voyage';' an'·E»tt:a€l/fr~m:whic.h'is 'added 'IJy Way cfAp-':
~dix,·,was.maaefrom.Pbi./adq¥hia;,~ ina Scheoner of about' f:t~ty ,
Tons, and fifteenPerfons aboard,. fitted ·ou.f-.()n~a,Su\)[cr.ipd0tl- of'
the Merchants of Maryland, Pennfylvania, -Neu: -York, and Bqflon, ,
onag~nerousPlan; agreeable to PropofaIsmade them, with nb ' ,
View of any M'onopoly which they oppqfed, not·tointe'rfer-e with \
the Hzu!JO.n'sBay Trade, or -to"carryon a dandefiine Trade; with,
the Natives of Greenland, but' to difcover 'a North-Wefi Parr age, '.
aBdexpl0re·· the .L.abradorCoafi, at ithat Tiriie fL~ppcfed to be :
locked up. under a pret,ended Right,' and 'not, frequented by die:
SubjeCts .of England, but· a .[u,ccefsful~rade carried 'on by the :
French (to open a Tmde"there, to impuove the Filhery and the·;

, /

Whaling on thefe Coafis;' cultivate a Friendfhip 'with: th~ N ativ'es, ,
and make them' ferviceable in-apolitical .Way: ,Which 'Defign i

of theirs,of a publick Nature, open-and generous,'was in a great t

Meafme ,defeated by pr;iva-te. Ferfons 'interfering,c whore Views :>

were more contraCted.,

They did' not fucceed the -fidl:Year as to' their'Attemptin dif~:'
, c0\'ering. a North-wen: Pa«age.J as it was·,a gl~eat Year .for Ice; ;

that·~
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~that it would be late in the Year before the Weflcrn Part of HuJ- ,
fin:s Bay could .be attained to; and then impoffible to explore the

, Labrador that Year, .therefore the firf] Part of the..Defign was
dropped, and; the Labrador was explored. The next Year a fe-

;oond Attempt.was made as to a Pafiage , but three of the People
who went beyond the Place appointed by their Orders, and in-
advertently to look for a Mine, Samples of which had been car-

.nied home the Year before,. and this at the Infligation of a pri-

. vate PerIon before they fet out from home, 'without the Privity -of
the Commander, were killed by the Ejkemaux, and the Boat taken
from them. After which Accident, with fame dif~greeableCir-
cumfla~ces confeguellt thereon amongft the Schooner's Company,
and after an Experiment made of their Difinclination to .proceed
on any further Difcovery, it was thought moil: prudent to return.
This ih?rt Account is given 'by the.Perfon who commanded in
this Affair, to prevent any Mifreprefentation hereafter of what
was done on thefe Voyages. r:
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A Letter from Admiral Bartholomew de Fonte, "then
-Admiral of New Spain and Peru, and now Prince of
Chili; giving ,an Account if tbe mofl .material TranI-
.aEtion$ in a Journal of his from the CalooJ Lima' in
Peru, on his Difcoveries, 'to find 'out if. tbere was any
North Wefl PajJage from 'the Atlantick Ocean into
the South and Tarsarias Sea.

To.HE Viceroys of New s.paz'n and Peru, having advice from'
, the Court of Spat'n, that the feveral Attempts of the Englijb,

"both in the Reigns of Queen Elizabeth, King James, and of Capt.
Hur!Jon a·ndCapt. 'James" in the zd, 3d and 4th Years of King
:Charles, was in the 14th Year of the [aid King Charles, A. n. 1,639)
undertaken from fome Induflrious Navigators from Btfion in New

_ Engla11d, upon' which- I Admiral de Fonte received Orders from
.Spain and the Viceroys to Equip four Ships of Force, and being

. ready weput to Sea the 3d of April 1640. from the Calo of Lima,
1Admiral Bartholomew de Fonte st: the Ship -St Spiritus, the Vice-
AdmiraLDonDiego Penne~oJla, in the Ship St Lucia, Pedro de Bo-
nardai, in the Ship Rofaria, Philip de Ronquillo in the King PhiHp.
The 7th- of April at 5 in the Afternoon, we had the length of St
He/en, -two hundred Leagues on the North fide of the Bay of Gua-
jaquil, in 2 Degrees of South Lat. and anchored in the Port St
.Helena, within the Cape, where each Ship's Company took in a
quantity of Betumen, called vulgarly Tar, of a dark ,colour with a
caft of Green, an excellent Remedy againfi the Scurvy and Dropfie,
and is ufed as Tar for Shipping, but we took it in for Medicine;
it Boils out of the Earth, and is thereplenty. The loth we pafs'd
the Equinoctial by Cape del Paf!ao7 the I ub Cape St Francifco, in

B o~
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April one Degree and feven Minutes of Latitude North from the Equator;
, 170'8. and anchor'd in the Mouth of the II- River St Jago, where with' a

E'-~h L ' Sea-Net we catch'd abundance of good Fifh ; and feveral of each'tg ry eagues' . .
N. N. W. and Ship's Company went afhoar, and kill'd fome Goats and Swine,
~~f;;1:esE. which are there wild and in plenty ~ and others bought. of -fome.

Natives, 20 dozen of 'Iurkey Cocks and Hens, Ducks, and much
excellent Fruit, at. a Village two Spanijh Leagues, 'fix Mire and ~,
half, up the River St Jago, on the Larbord fide '01" the Left hand.
.The River is-Navigable ..for.fmall Veifels.from the Sea, about 14
Spanijh Leagues South Eafi, about half way to: the fair City of
!f<!fita, in 22 Minutes of South Latitude, a City that is very Rich.
The 16th of April we failed from the 'River St Jago to the Port

;;~~.," a~d Town Raleo; 320 Leagues W .:N:.W. alittle Weflerly, i'i'l 'about
I I Degrees .14 Min. of N. Latitude, leaving Mount St Miguel on

·the Larboard fide, and Point Cazamina on the Starboard fide. The
Port of Raleo is a fafe Port, is covered from the Sea by the Hlands
'Am pallo and Mangreza, both well inhabited with Native 'Indians,

rrhe great and 3 other fmall Iflands, t·Raleo is but 4- Miles over Land from
~;:tsi~;f.{e~:e'thehead of the Lake Nigaragua, that falls into the North Sea in
~p~}n.aRre I 12 Degrees' of North Latitude, near the Corn or Pearl I11ands.
oil"f i1Z a eo. •

Here; at the Town of Raleo; where-is abundance of, excellent clofe
grain'd Timber, a reddifh Cedar) and. all Materials for, building
Shipping; we bought 4- long well faiI'd Shallops) built exprefs for
failing and riding at Anchor and rowing, about 12 Tuns each, of
32 foot Keel. The 26th, we failed from Ra!eg for' the 'Port of
Saragua, or rather of Salagua, within the Iflands and Shoals of
Cbamily, and; the Port is often call'd by the Spaniards after that
Name , in 17 Degrees 3 I Minutes of North Latitude, 480 Leagues
NorthWefl and by Weft, a little Weflerly from Raleo, From the
'Town of Saragua, a little Eafl of Chamily at Saragua, and from
Compoflilo 'in the Neighbourhood. of this Port, we took in a M;fier
'and fix Mariners accuftomed to Trade with the Natives on the Eafl
~de of Califomia.Eor Pearl; the Natives catch'd on a Bank in 19
Degrees of Latitude North from the Baxos St Juan, in 24 Degrees

of
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of .North Latitude 20 Leagues N. N. E. from Cape StLucas, the
South 'Eaft.point of California. The Mafier Admiral de Fonte had
hir'd, with his Veffel and Mariners, .who had informed the Ad-
miral, that 200 Leagues North from Cape St Lucas, a Flood from
the North, met the South Flood, arid that he was fure it mufi be
an.Ifland, and rDon Diego P en'nelolfa (Sifters SOil of * Don Lewis de Don Lewis de

Haro) a young Nobleman of great Knowledge and Addrefs in Cof- ;:;~ ;~:ijl!t'
mography and Navigation, .and' undertook to difcover whether Ca- of Spain.

lifornia was an maud or not; for before it was not known whether
it was' an Ifland or a Peninjitla'; .with his Ship and the 4 Shallops
they brought 'at Raleo, and the Mafier and Mariners they hir'd at
Salagua, but Admiral de Fonte with the other 3 Ships failed from
them within theIflands Chamily the loth of May 1640. and having
the length of Cape 4bel, on the W. S. W. fide of California in 26
Degrees of N ..Latitude, 160 Leagues N. W. and W. from the Ifles
Chamily; the Wind fprung up at S. S. E. a ih:ady Gale, that' from
the 26th of May to the 14th of 1une, he had faiI'd to the River
los Reyes in 53 Degrees of N. Latitude, not having occafion to lower
a Topfail, in failing 866 Leagues N. N. W. 410 Leagues from Port
Abel to' Cape Blanco, 4-56Leagues to Riolos Reyes, all the time moil:
pleafant Weather, and failed about-ace Leagues in crooked Chan-
nels, amongft Wands named the /I Archipelagus de Sf La2arus;.11 So named b.J

where ·his Ships Boats fail'd amite a head, founding to fee what ~:i:;nt~;;fi
Water, Rocks and Sands there was. The- 22d of June, Admiral th~t made that

h d f hi C . DijCo'1.JeIY.Fonte difpatc e one 0 IS aptains to Pedro de Barnarda, to fail
up a fair River, a gentle Stream' and deep Water, went firft N. and'
N. E. Ni'and N. W~ into a large 'Lake full of Wands, and one very
large Penin.fula full of Inhabitants, a Friendly honefl People in this
Lake; he named Lake Falafio, where Captain Barnarda left his
Ship; nor all up the River was Ids than 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 Fathom
Water, both the Rivers and Lakes abounding with Salmon Trouts,
and very large white Pearch, fame of two foot long; and with 3'
large Indian Boats, by them called Periagos, made of, two large
Trees 50 and 60 foot long. Capt. Barnardn fidl failed from his
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April', Ships ill tlie Lake lI'aliifco, one hundred: and' foety Leagues We1t;,.
I·Tos. '. and' then 436 E. N. E •. to- 77 Degrees .6( Latitude •. AdmiraJ d'i'

t.-....... Fonte, after he had difpatch'd Captain Barnanda- on the Difco.v:err
of, the North and Eaft part of the Tartarian Sea, the Admiral fail'di~
up a very Navigable River,. which; he named Riolos ReJes" that run-
neareft North Eafb, but on feveral Points .of- the C0~pafsj '6:0.-'

Leagues at low Water" in.a fair N.avigable Channel, ...not lefs: than.
4.or 5 Fathom Water. Itflow'd In-beth-Rivers near.the fame Wa ...··
ter, in the River los' Reyes, 2'4f"0ot;.'FuU. and. Change of the M00Il;.;

as. S. E. Moon made high Water., It flow'd in the Riv.erde·Harr;:,
t Oite·o.fthofi2 2 feet and a half Full and Change, They had tW.o t Jefuits, with -:
that'Luent h ha h d b hei M'ffi: 1..' 66-'D £ N h<With Capt, t em t at a sen-on t err u 10n.t0 the. . '. egrees 0 . ott c

:B~rna~a on Latitude', and. had made curious' Obfervatiens.. The' Admiral de-
bis llifto·vcty. . .' .

Fonte received a L,etter froffi,.Captain-Barna-t'dff, dated 'the 27th of
June, 1640' that he had left his Ship- in.the Lake Val'afco.,. betwixr:
the Iiland' Barnarda and' the Peninfula ·Conihajfit; a: very-fafe Port ;.
it went- down a River' from the Lake". 3 falls, 8'O.cLeagues, and',
fell into the Tart aria» Sea in: 6 I',:Degrees, with the- Pat~r ]i:fuits .
and 36 Natives in three of their Boats., and 20<>f his Spanift Sea--
men; that' the Land. trended away North-Eafl , that they-fhould
want no ProvilloDS, .the Country abounding with Venifon of'3 forts, .
and the Sea.and Rivers with. excellent FHh (Brea.d,. Salt, Oyl and
Brandy they carry'd~ith them) that he lhould' do what was pof-·
fible" The Admiral, _when he' received the. Letter from 9aptain,
Harnard.a~ -was arrived at an Indiim Town. called Conrifit, on the:'
South-fide the Lake Belle, where the two Pater Jefuits' on their ,Mif...
fion had been two Years~; a peafantPlace~ Tne Admiral with his;
twb Si1ip~r enter'd the Lake. the 22d of 1pne, an Hour before high·
'VVater, and there was··no Fall or Catrflct, and 4;or 5 'Fathorri Vva~
ter, and 6 and 7 generally in tBe Lake Belle., the/e 'i'sa little fall' ,
of Water till h-:ilf Flood" and an Hour 'and quarter. before high.
Water the Flood begins to ret gent! y, into the Lake Befle; the
River is frdh at 20 Leagues difiance from·the Mouth, or Entrance'
of the River los Reyes~ The River~ and Lake 'abounds with Salmon.

Salmon-



Salnion:'Tl'outs'" Pikes, Perch an-d Mullets, and two other- (orts,ApnI:':
of Fifh peculiar to that- River, admirable good, and Lake Belle J , 17oB •. It:!'
alfo abounds with all thofe forts of Fifh. large and delicate: And,
Admiral de Fonte fays" the Mullets catch'd in Rios Reyes and Lake
Belle, ar~ much delicater than are to' be. found, he believes, ies,
'&nf par~ of the W orld.

'The reft fhall be incerted in our nexe...,
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The Remainder if Admirfll Bartholomew ,deF9nte's ,
Letter; giving an Account of the mqft 'material.
'TranfaElions in a Jaurna~ of. his from, ,the Ca~o of
Lima in Peru, on his Difeoveries. to find out ift.her-e
was any Nort~ 11'"e.ft Pa.11age from tbe Atlantick Ocean
into tbe South and Tartarian Sea; wbicb for 'Want of
Roam we could notjojjib(y aoaid poJIpolzing. .

See, thfieM.Ac, 'I WE concluded with giving an Account of a Letter from Capt.moirs or 'In

17
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• and Barnarda, dated the 27th of June, 1640' on his Difcoveryyou'll find the • •
beginllillgof In the Lake Falafto~ The' firft of July I640, Admiral de Fonte
,~~~:e7;~sfailed from the refl:of his Ships in. the Lake Belle, in a good

Port cover'd by a fine Ifland, before l the Town Conoffit from
thence to a River I named Parmentlers, in honour of my Indu-
flrious Judicious Comrade, Mr Parmentiers, who had moil: exactly
mark'd every thing in and about that River; we pafs'd 8 Falls;
,in all 32 foot, perpendicular from its SourCe out of Belle; it falls
into the large Lake I named Lake de Fonte, at which place we ar- I

rived the 6th of July. This Lake is 166 Leagues long and 60
broad, the length is E. N. E. and W. S. W. to 20 or 30, in [orne
:places 60 Fathom deep; the Lake abounds with excellent Cod and
Ling, very large and well fed, there are feveral very large Hlands
and 10 fmall ones; they are covered with fhrubby Woods, the
Mofs grows 6 or 7 foot long, with which the Moofe, a very large
fort of Deer, are fat with in the Winter, and other leifer Deer ,
as Fallow, &c. There are abundance of wild Cherries, 'Straw-ber_
ries, HurtI-e- berries, and wild Currants, andalfo of wild Fowl,
Heath Cocks and Hens,' likewife Patridges and Turkeys, and Sea
Fowl in great plenty on the South fide; The Lake is a very'large

fruitful
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fruitful Ifland, had a' great many Inhabitants, and very excellent June,

.Timber, as Oaks, Allies, Elm and Fur- Trees, ,very large and tall. . 1703.

. ' \ -----.J

The I4-thof 'July we failed out of the E. N. E~ end of the Lake
de Fonte; and pafs'd a Lake I named Ejlricho de Ronquillo, 34-
Leagues long, 2 or 3 Leagues broad, 20, 26, and 28 Fathom' of
Water- j we pafs'd this flrait in 10 hours, having a ftout Gale, of
,wind and whole Ebb. As we failed more Eaft,erly; the Country
grew very fenfibly worfe, as' it is in the North and South parts of.

-,America, 'from 36 to the extream Parts North or South, the Weft
. differs not only in Fertility but in Temperature of Air,'. at .leafl 10'

Degreesj -and it 'is wanner on ....the Weft fide- than on the, Eafl, _as
the beft Spanijh Difcoverers found it, whofe bufinefsir was in the
time of the Emperor Charles the V. to Philip the HI. as is noted.
by. Aloares and a Cqfta.and Mariana, &c•.

. The 17th we came to an Indian Town, and the Indians told our'
Interpreter Mr Parmentiers; that a little way from us lay a great
Ship where there had never been one before; we failed to them,

.and found only one Man advanced in years, and a Youth; the .Ma.n
was the greatefi: Man in the Mechanical Parts of the Mathematicks
I had ever met with; my fecond Mate was an Englijh Man, an
excellent Seaman, as was my Gunner, who had been taken Prifo-

-ners at Campechy, 'as well' as the Matter's Son; -they told me the
Ship' was of New England: from' a Town called Boflon. The .owner

-and the whole Ships Company'came on board the 30th, and the _
Navigator of the Ship, Capt. Shapley, told me, his Owner was 'a'
fine Gentleman, and, Major General of the largefl: Colony in Ne!1'J
Eng/and, called the 1I1altechl.ifets; fo I received him like a Gentle ...
man, and told him,. my Commiffion was to make Prize of any
People reeking a North Weft or Weft Paffage into the South Sea,
but I would look upon them as Merchants' trading with the Natives
for Bevers, Otters, and other Furs and Skins, and [0 for a fmall
Prefent of Provifions I had no need on, I gave him my Diamond

Ring).



.JUlie "Ring, .which coO: 'me ;120~Pieces of :Eight, ''Cwhichthe "mouell:
,~x 7~B. :I 'Gentleman received with difficulty) and I having given the br~ve
. Navigator, Capt. Shapley 'forhis "fine 'Charts and Journals, 1000

Pieces 'Of Eight, "and the-Owner of theSbip, Scimor.Gibbons a
,~,quarter Calk. of goodPeruan Wine, and the 10 Seamen each 20

-Pieces of Eight, the 6th ofA{lgfjjl" with as much' Wind as we could
:fly before, and.a 'Currant, 'We 'aPi-iveo at ihe;fiHl: 'Fan of the -River
-Parmentiers, -the r rth ,.(),L.J.1ttgu'jl.., 86 Leagues~ana -was on' the
.South fide of the 'Lake Belle .on board our Ships' the 16th of Au-
,:guft) before the fine Town Cono}ftt, where we found all things: well.;

and the honeft Natives of C()fJflflt had in 'our nbferice treated-our
.Peoplewith great humanity, .amHC~pt •.de~o,!-quzllo anfwer'd their
>iCivilityand] uflice. . .. \ .

The :2oth Of Augijl an 'Indian-brought rne·a:LettertoConoffet on~
, the LakeBfl1e, from Capt. Barnarda,.'dated the I I th of Augufl, where
~;he rent me word he was returned from .his-Cold Expedition, and
'did aiTure me there was no ,Communication out of ·the Spanijb or
Atlantict: Sea, by DavisSrait; for the Natives had conducted one

.()f his Seamen to the head oLDavi1f'Srait, which terminated in a
-frefh Lake of·about '30 Mile in circumference, in the Both-Degree
-of Nor:th"Latitude; and'that there-was prodigious Mountains North
'of it, befides theNorthWeO: from that'Lake, the-Ice wasfo fix'd,
-rhat from the Shore -to 100 -Fathorn Water, for ought he knew
'from -the Creation; for Mankind .knew little of the .wonderful
,'~Works of God, e[peciallynear-the,North and-South Poles; he writ
-further, that he had failed from Bq§el-lfland North Eaft, and Eafl
North Eafl, and North EaO: and by Eait, to the 79th Degree of
;'Latitude, and then the Land trended 'N orth, and the lee refred on
. the Land. ~I.receivedafterwards.a fecondLetter from Capt. Bar-
;nada, dated from ]l;!inhallftt, ,informi~g me, that he made the Port
of Arena, ,20 Leagues up the River los Reyes on the 29th of Au-
.gzijl, where he waited my Commands. I baving !tore of good Salt
Provifions, of Venifon al:d Fi11), that Capt. ~e,R(m~uillo had falted

n (~
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(by my order) in my abfence, and IQQ Hogfheads of Indian Wheat-
or Mais, failed the zd of Se.ptember I64-? accompanied with many
of the honefl Natives ofConoffit, and the 5th of September in the:.
Morning about 8, was at an Anchor betwixt Arena and Mynhanfet,
in the River los Reyes, failing down that River to the North Eaft,
part· of the South Sea j after that returned .home, .having found.
that there was no Paifage into the South Sea by that they call the .'
North Well Paffage.. The. Chart will. make thi~ much more de- _
monflrable,

Tho the Style: if the firegoingPi~ce·is not altogether fl.-Polt'te; (being,~-
writ like a Man, whqft live&7Jooddepended;on another way) but with, .
abundance of Experience and a 'Traveller, yet there -areft.many Curious» ,
and bitberto.unknoum DijCoveries, that it was thought worthy a place '

- . 'in theft Memoirs; and ttis humb/yprifi/m'd it will not be zmaccept- .
able to thaft who have either .been-;in thofi Parts, or w-t71give tbem-« .

Je.hJes the trouble of revie.'wing the: Cbac»,

c
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o B S· E R V A T 1 0 'N S:-:
ON

The Title affixed, ancl07z other Circumjlancesrelattng to»
tbe Letter Of Admiral de Fonte, ./hewingtbe Autben~··
ticitj of fhatLetter; and of tbe Account therein. can- .-.
taiued:

O.-B SE RV AT ION S "have been made by feveral Geographers of;'
different Nations on the Letter of Admiral de Fonte, t? fhew that:

fuch Letter is not deferving of Credit, is to be thought of as a mere..
Fiction or Romance, and is a Forgery cornpofed byfome Perron to ferve _
a.particular Purpofe .. But it will appear, as we proceed in a more par- -
ticular Confideration of the Tide and Circumftances relative to the Let- .
ter of Admiral de Fonte t-hanhath been hitherto ufed, and from the fol- -.
lowing Remarks on the Subject of Iuch Letter *, That thofe Obferva- .
tions made by the Geographers have many of them no juft Foundation, .
the reft afford not a fuflicient Evidence to invalidate the Authenticity ,0.£,:'

that Lettervand of the Account it contains, _

Itis only from a Copy of the Letter of de Fonte that the Tranflation ~
hath been made, which is now publifhed, as is plain from a Title -
being affixed, A Letter from Admiral Bartholomew de Fonte, then Ad- .
miral of New Spain and Peru, and now Prince of Chili. As Prince is-'
never ufed in this Senfe with us, it is apparently .a literal Tranflation :
of the Spanifh Word Principe, confequently this Title was wrote in l

the Spanijh Language, and we cannot otherwife conclude but in the .
fame Language with the Letter. From this and other Defects of the .
like Sort, which will be noticed as we proceed in our Obfervations, the ::

'" Mernoires et Obfervations Geographiques et Critiques fur la Situation de Pays Sep- .
tentrionaux, &c. a Laufanne, 1i6S .-Pa. 115, &c.

C 2.. Tranflator .:

•
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Tranflator 111ll£1: be acquitted from all Sufpicion of being any way-con-
cerned In this pretended Forgery.

By -the Copieft affixing' this Title, -it IS -evident he was well afitIred
-that there had been fuch anExpedition.

The Anecdotes, as to the Vice-admiral Penneloffa, in the Body of the
'Letter, what is therein mentioned as I to the Jefuits, evidence that a
-rninure and particular Inquiry was made by -the Copiefl , that he had
, thoroughly informed himfelf of every PartiCl:l1ar of t11isAffair; that he
was affured that ,the Account by him copied contained the moft mate- '
rial'Tr~FlfaCtions in a Journal of ~e Fonte's, 'and that -de Fonte was then;

-" probably from his advanced Age, in -the Service of the Government in
.another Station.

This Expedition not being Iolely to intercept the Navigators from
Bofion, but alfo to difcover whether there was a Paffage in thofe Parts
thr~' which theEnglijh expected to make a Paffage, viz. by the back Part

-of Virginia, by' Budfon's or by BajJin's Bay; it was -an U ndertaking
.which required that the Perfon who had the conducting of it Ihould not
only be a Maii of good Underftanding, but a judicious and experienced

( - - ' -

-Seaman. The Time required to attain fuch Qualifications implies, that
'de Fonte muft have 'heen of a mature Age when he went on this Com-
mand , and de Fonte being-alive at the Time that the Copy was taken,
it mufthave been taken within twenty Years, or in a lefs Time after fuch
Expedition, as the Copieft fpeaks of PenneloJ!a as a young Nobleman
The Copiefl therefore could not be impofed on, ~s his Inquiries were
made in fuch a Time, either with refpect to the Perfons concerned, or
with refpect to the Letter-not being a genuine Account of the Voyage.

A Perfon might be fa circumftanced as to attain the Favour of copying
fuch Letter, induced by fome private Motive, without an Intention- of
-making it publick, as Publications were not at' that Time to frequent
as of late Days; neither is it iefsprobable that a Copy fa taken may,
in Procefs of 'time, come into other Hands arid then be publifhed,

1'1r. Gage obferves,' in his Dedication to Lord Fairfax, ' The .Reaion
, of his publifhing a New Survey of the Weft Indies to be, becaufe that
" 'nothing had been written of thefe Parts for rhefe hundred Years laft

c~ >paft)
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, pafl, which is almoft ever fince f~om the firft Conqueft thereof by the
"Spaniards, who are contented to lofe the- Honour of that Wealth and
, 'Felieity, whiehthey have Iince purehafed by their great Endeavours,
, fo that they may enjoy the Safety of retaining what they have for-
~' merly gotten in Peace and Security.' And' though de Fonte-declares
that there was no North-weft Paffage, yet that there fhould be no Pub-
lication of the Account of the Voyage is confiftent with this eftablifhed -
Maxim.

The North-weft Paffage he mentions IS not to be underftood, in
an unlimited Senfe, for a Paffage between' the Atlantick and Weftern
Ocean to the Northward, but the Meaning is confined to that Pa!fage
expected by Hudfon's Bay: For de-Fonte fays; that he was t-o make a
Prize of any peking a North-weft or Weft Pa./fage '*; by the latter he
meant where Pennelo/fa was fent to fearch ,' and Bernarda fays, there was
no Communication out of the Spanijh or Atlantick Sea, by Davis Streight;
and there was an Extent' of Coaft which de Fonte only ran along, and
had, but at Times, a diftant Viewof , and as to the Jefuits, by what-
ever Means they got into thofe Parts, it is evident they had not feen
all the intermediate Country. Therefore tho' the Court of Spain was
fatisfied that the Paffage was not where de Fonte had fearched , yet there
might be a Pa!fage where he had not fearched, and publifhing this Ac-
count of the Voyage would be an Affiftance to the Ad venturers, as'
it would confine them in their Searches 'to thofe other Parts which
were curforily paffed by de Fonte, and where perhaps they might fUG-
ceed: Or this Account particularly defcribing the Northern and
Weftern Part of -.America, not hitherto known, would' be of great Ser-
'Vice to Rovers, who had already found their yvay into thofe Seas, by
direttingthem to the Coaft and Harbours, and giving them an Account
of a Country where they could retire to with tolerable Securityfrom any
Interruption from the Spaniards, a good Climate, hofpitable People, and
a Plenty of Provifionsto be had; Circumftances which might enable
them to continue their cruizing in thofe Seas .much longer than without
fuch Lights as they would receive from this Accountthey would be en-:
-abled to do .

.!!' Vide -Letter.
It

,
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I t is well known that the Spaniards claimed all to the Northward as tlielr-
Dominion, which they intended in due Time to acquire the Pofleflion
of, and the Publication. might give an Infight to the EngliJh Settlers in
Ameri~a to be beforehand with them in. attaininga.Settlement _in thofe-

Parts.

Their Attempt to intercept the EngliJh Subjects, when made Publick
to the World, would have given Umbrage to the Court and People of"
England, which the Spa1tiardf. would not unneceffarily, and efpecially at.
a Time when they had their Hands full of a War with ..the Frencb, who

)

had alfo incited the Catalonians to rebel, and had joined them with their-
Troops. The Spaniards were,' at the fame Time, endeavouring to re-.
cover the Dominions of Por-tugal. And de Fonte had refpect to the criti- '
cal Situation their Affairs were, in.. even, before he fet out on his Voyage,..,
hence his political Behaviour when he met with the Navigators from:
Bofion, committed no'ACt of Hoftility, yet made .ute of the mofteffcc .•.
tive Means to prevent their proceeding further..

.

As no Publication was permitted of this Expedition, this therefore·
could come but to the Knowledge only of a very few Perfons in Old.'
Spain. Such a' fingular Tr.anfaCtion being Ioon, from their Attention,
to other Matters, and, their Mi'niftry foon .after entirely changed, no.
more talked of, unlefs it fhould have been revived by fomething of the'·
like Nature again happening' on the Part of the EngliJl? As no At,-.
tempt was made by the EngliJh for alrnofl a Century, this Tranfaction,

. il; that Time, fell into Oblivion. At the Time fuch Atte-mpt was re-.
newed,' then the Spaniards were better acquainted with the 'Purpofe of.
our fettling in .America, they had altered their Defigns of extending.
their own Poffeffions, there was alfo another Power who might pre-
tend that fuch Paffage, if made,' was Part in, their Dominion, fo ob-.
!truCe our free proceeding and interrupt our fettling; the Spaniards'

. therefore having no immediate Occafion for any Refearches back to
the Records to acquaint thernfelves as. to the Practicability r Im-
praCticability of our Attempts, or to take Directions for their own Pro-.
ceedings, the Remembrance of this Expedition continued dormant ..

In



1n New Spain; the fitting four Ships to go on Difcovery, as fuch Un ..
.dertakings had been very frequent, it would not engage any extraor-
dinary Attention .of the Publick there! it often happened that what
was done on fuch Voyages was kept a Secret, The more 'curious and
inquifitive Perfons would attain but an imperfect Account, by Inquiry
from the People ion board the Ships, as the Ships were divided, 'and

_'they would receive no fatisfactory Information of what was moft material,
-aud the principal Object of their Inquiry by thofe who went in the
Boats, as Seamen delighting In Stories often tell what they neither heard
or faw. The Confequences of the Voyage not known, becaufe not un-
derftood, a weak Tradition of this Expedition would remain to Pofle-
rity , and the only Knowledge or -Certainty to, be acquired, as to this
Expedition, would be from Journals accidentally preferved, of fome
Perfons who had gone the Voyage, .

Monf. de Lifle gives us art Extract of a Letter from Monf Antonio de
Ulloa, wrote from Arangu~r the 19th of 'June in the Year J 7.53*, to Monf
Bouguer e le Mounier, to anfwer the Queries they had made on the Sub-
ject of the Letter of Admiral de Fueme. That curious and able Spallijh,
Officer fent them in Anfwer, That in the Year 1742 he commanded a
Ship of War the Rofe.. in the South Sea; he had on board him a Lieu-
tenant of the Veffel named Don Manuel Morel, an antient Seaman, who
Ihewed him a Manufcript , MonJ. Ulloa forgot the Author's Name, but
believes it to be Bsrtbelemi de Fuentes. The Author in that Manufcript
.reported, that in Confequence of an Order which he had received from
the then Viceroy of Peru, that he had been vtc the Northward of Cali"-
fornia, to difcover whether there was a Paffage by which there was a '
Communication between the North and So~1thSea; but having reached
a certain Northern Latitude, which Monf. Ulloa did not recollect; and
having found nothing that indicated fueh Paifage, he r~turned to the
Port of Callao; &c. Monf. Ulloa adds, he had a Copy of fuch Relation,
but he loft it when he -was taken by the EngliJh on his return from
America.

I

• Novelles Cartes des Decovertes 'de t'Amirai 'de Fonte, ·et autres Navigareurs; &c.
'par de Lifle, Paris I753"-'P. 30'.

It
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It is evident, from this Account being feen in 1742, it is not die-
Iame- from which the Tranflation is made which we now have, that.
being publifhed in 1708. And as Monf. de Lijle aflerts, that the Letter
.is conformable with what Monf. Ulloa [aid at Paris three Years before,
with this Difference only; that he faid pofitively at that Time, that die
Relation which fie had feen at Peru, and' of which he had taken a Copy,
was of Admiral deFonte; this Manufcript, which contained the Account
of -the Voyage, may rather be fuppofed to be a Relation, _or lou mal
kept. by fome Perfon, who was aboard Admirales Fonte's Ship, a Friend
or Anceftor of Morel, than a Copy the fame with this Letter, as it only
mentioned the Purport of the Voyage, feems not to have the p.ar--
ticular Circumftances as to intercepting the Bo.J!on Men. This Ac-
count is an Evidence fo far in Favour of this Letter, as it proves drat
this Letter is not the only Account that there is of, this Voyage, and;
that another Account was feen and copied, at Peru many Years after;-
this Letter .was publifhed in England. But if it be fuppofed that it is
,one and the fame' Account, and that from the ·EngliJh, it would not
have been accepted of and kept by Morel, and Ihewed as a Curiofity,
unlefs he. was fatisfied that .it was a true genuine Accoun~_. of fuch-
Voyage, and as to which he would naturally inquire; being- on the
Spot, where he might probably be informed, and unlefs he was- at a eer",
tainty that what that Account contained was true, would he have pro~
duced the Manufcript, or permitted his Captain to take a Copy of it as
genuine; yet we may with greater Probability fuppofe, that this Manu-
.fcript ~hich Morel had was no Tranflation from the ~nglijh, but in
itfelf an Original. Monf. Ulloa fpeaking ?f Morel as an ancient Sea-
man; cannot mean that he. was in the Expedition of de Fonte, only. im-
plies his being acquainted with fome one who was, with whom, .from
his Courfe of Years, he might have failed, andattain~d this Journal,

What is faid in the Letter of Monf Ulloa, that he forgot the Name of
the Author of the Manufcript, but believes it-was Bartelemi de Fuentes,
that the Author of that Manufcript gave an Account of. It muft be
confidered, that when Monf. Ulloa wrote he was in Old Spain, many
Years after he had feen the Account; and three Years after he was at.

." Paris; and though he genteelly anfwers the Inquiries rent him, agree-

. able
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~le to his Converfation at Paris, yet does not exprefs himfelf 10 pofi-
tively as when at Paris, as in the Letter he only believes it to be Bar-
telemi de Fonte. Man]. Ulloa would fooner 'pot have anfwered the Letter
than deny what he had formerly faid· and if M<:H1f.de Lifle had advanced
that for which he had no proper Authority, both as' a Gentleman and
an Officer he would not have fubmitted to fuch a Falfhood : But from
Monf. Ulloa being tender in the Account, being of a Matter which might
not. make any great Im'preffion on him at the Time he received it, ten
Years Iince, out of his Hands, and three Years after he was at Paris, this
Account is more worthy of Credit, and he might be more cautious;
now he was to give .it under his Hand, to foften the Reproach of his
Countrymen for his not aCting like a true Spaniard, in being fo commu-
nicative in this Matter. The Account which Monf. de Lifle hath given,
was with a Permiffion of Monf. Ulloa to make Ufe of his Name, as the \
Letter Monf. Ulloa fent teftifies. Where Monf. dt Lijle hath not the Li-
berty to mention the Name. of his Author; he only fays, that there was
a Perfon equally curious, and as well inftructed in the Affair as Monf.
de Ulloa, who affured him pofitively that there was fuch a Reiation.

Though Monf. de Lijle had a particular Syftem to fupport, yet, at
the fame Time, he had a great publick Character to preferve. Monf,
Bougier, Mounier, and Ulloa, were Jiving at the Time he gave this Ac-
co~mt to the Publick; they would be afked as to what they knew of the
Affair; and a more particular Inquiry would be made of Monf. de Lifle,
as to the Information he received from the namelefs Perfon , and as
there were feverat' of his Countrymen who did not adopt his Syftem, a
Trip in this Affair, as to the Evidence he brings 'in Support of the Au-
thority of this Account of de Fonte, would have given them an Advan-
tage which they would not have neglected, and have done Juftice to the
Publick, by. letting them know there was little of Truth in this Ac-
count; but as no Reflections have appeared, we have no Reafon to
queftion the Veracity of Monf. de Lifle in this Relation, on any Surrnifes
ef Strangers, on no better Authority than meer Opinion, without a
fingle Reafon produced in Support of what they infinuate .

. This Letter, when publifhed in 1708, was confidered only as an Ac ..
COLJnt that was curious; was looked on as of no Importance, and did,

D no~
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not engage the Attention of the Publick until the Difcovery of the North-
weft 'Pairage became the Topick of common Converfation, and would -
have lain, without having, any further Notice taken of it, had not the'
Attempts to difcover a-.North-weft Paffage been revived. It, is from
their' being produced 'in a proper Seafon, that Accounts of this Sort be-
come permanent, affifting in forne favourite Defign, being thus ufeful
they are preferved from Obfcurity and Oblivion. We have an Account,
the Author CaptainDon Francifco de Seixas, a Captain in the SpaniJh Navy,
and is frequently quoted by the Spanijh Writers, though he is little known
amongft us.-He fays, P. 7I. 'Thomas Peche, an Englifbman, having been
, at Sea twenty-eight Years, and made eight Voyages to the Eafi-Indies
, and China during fixteen Years of that Time, fpent the other twelve in
, Trading and Piracies in the Weft-Indies, from whence he returned to
" England in 1669;' and, after continuing there four Years, in 1673,
, with other Companions, fitted out at the Port of Briflol one Ship of
, five hundred Tons, with forty-four Guns, and two light Frigates of
; one hundred and fifty Tons, and in each eighteen Guns, giving out
, that he was bound on a trading Voyage to the Canaries, whence they
, bore away with the three Veffels, and went through the Streight Le
, Maire, with two hundred and feventy Men" which he carried directly
, to trade at the Moluccas and Philippinas.

, And after continuing in thofe Parts twenty-fix Months and fome
, Days, it appearing to the faid Thomas Pecbe that from the Pbilippinas
, he could return to England in a Ihorter Time by the Streight of Antan.
, than by the Eaft or Streight Magellan,' he determined to pafs this,
, Rout with his large Ship, ~nd one fmall one, the :other having loft
, Company by bad Weather" or worfe Defign in thofe. who com-
'~~~d~ -

~ And having, as he fays, failed one hundred and twenty Leagues:
.' within the Streights, of rlnian, relates, that as. the Month of October
, was far advanced, in which the northerly Winds reign much, and drove
~ the Waters from the North to the South, that tlie Currents of the faid

~" Streight of Anian were fuch, and fo ihong, that had they continued
& longer they muft, without Doubt, have been loft; wherefore, finding
" it neceffary to return back, failing along the Coafl oiCaiifornia (after
~ having failed out of the Channel of Aniim) and thole of New' Spahr

~ and
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, and Peru, he went through the Streight of Magellan into the North
, Sea in fixteen Hundred and feventy-feven, with the Veffels arid much
, Riches, great Partwhereof was of a SpaniJh Veilel which they took on
, the Co aft of Lugan.·

Wherefore paffing over all the reft of what the Author fays in his
Voyage, only mentioning what regarded the Currents, he relates, that
when he entered into the Streight of Anian he found, from Cape Mende-
cino in California, for above twenty Leagues within the Channel; the
Currents fet to the N. E. all which and much more the Curious will find
in the Voyage of the faid Thomas Pecbe, which in fixteen Hundred and
feventy-nine was printed in French and Englijh, in many Parts of Hol-
"land, France, and England, in lefs than twenty Sheets Quarto : And'
(he adds) further I can affirm, that Ihave feen the Author many Times
In' the Year eighty-two, three and four- in Holland.. who had along
with ,him a SpaniJh Meftize born in the Philippinas, together With. ~
2Chineft·

It can Icarce be imagined the Whole is without Foundation, though
no fuchVoyage is at prefent to be come at, Seyxas publifhing his Work
foon after the Publication by Pecbe, to which he particularly refers,

·feems to obviate all Doubt of his Sincerity; and there are too many
Circumftances, which are collateral Evidence, mentioned, to imagine he
could be entirely deceived. He publifhed his Work at Madrid in fix-
teen Hundred and eighty-eight, dedicated to the King, as Prefident in
his Royal Council of the Indies, and to the Marquis de les Velez; the
Work intituled, Tbeatro Naval Hydographico de Los Fluxes, &c.· This
·Account was received as a true and faithful Relation of a Voyage
'performed, as it was publifhed in various Languages; yet the Want of
this Account is a Particular, fome Reafon for Exception with us, that- we

·cannot receive it as a Certainty. And we are more fufpicious as to the
'Truth of any Accounts that we have received relating to the N orth-
weft Part of America, than to any other Part of the Globe. Our Opinion
being in a great Meafure influenced by the Syflern we embrace, as,

: Whether there is a North-weft Paflage, or not? And for this Reafon
only, no Part of the Globe hath more engaged the Attention-of the Geo-

· graphers, arid with relpect to which they had more different Opinions.
D 2. Thofe



'Thcfe. whofe Opinion it was that Y1jia ,and America wereccnrigcous,
had, for many Yeats, their Opinion rejected, ·but now confirmed to be
true by the Ruffian Difcoveries; and we may conclude- they had a good
Authority for' what they advanced, which was not tranfmitted down to
us, as they had fuch an Affurance of what they had advanced, astliey
ftlppdfed there' could 'never be the leaft Doubt of it, Thofe who ad':'
vanced that therewas Paffage between the AtZantick and Southern Ocean,
by .a Streight in the N orthern and Weftern Parts of Amerzca, and very
likely on a .good Authority, have their Opinion 0PP9fed, _all Accounts
bfVoyagel's treated as fabulous, and for the fame Reafon that the Opi-
rni0n of Ajia and Amerka being. contiguous was 'rejected.,. a-s they could.
IJroduce nothing further for it than Tradition, and a'Sto which the Tra-
dition' now appears to have had its Foundation in Truth. Soon after .
America was difcovered, and, the Spaniards had fettled in New Spain?
the Report of ·there being a Streight prevailed, the Truth of this Re-
port hath not been difproved, and we have: no juft Reafon to reject this;
Tradition for pofitive Atfertions which are produced without any Evi-
dence, but that our Attempts have not fucceeded. Which is an I~fereoc~
deduced from a falfe Principle, for our not having had the expected Sue-
cefs hitherto, doth not imply that we may not fucceed hereafter, as we
proceed in our fti£ure Atternpts , and 'all that hath been laid, as to there
being no N orth-wefl Paffage, is not adequate to the Tradition of there
being fuch a Paffage. This Tradition ~~ alfo fupported by a few Ac-
counts" which we rejeCt too abfolutely, Thefe Accounts are, given by
various Perfons, at different Times, without any Concern, Connection,
or even Acquaintance the one with the other, which-Accounts fhew
that the Opinion of their being Iuch a Streight prevailed. Thefe Ac-·
counts were given by Foreigners; we could not receive them from any-
other, as we did not frequent thofe Seas" and at prefeat have no ready
Accefs to them. And as it was hut occafionally that any Perfons went
into thofe Parts, it is but by a few Perfons only we could receive any
Information refpeCting thereto. Nor could we attain fuch Information,"
as we have in another Manner, than from what our own Countrymen
accidentally picked l;lp,. as- a regular Publication of. fuch Account was;
not permitted" and as. fome thought themfe1ves inrerefted to, keep the-
;moft material Part Ia Secret, in hopes to tum it to. Advantage, by being; .
employed" or receiving a Gratuity for their Difcovery, And Allowances;

fhoutdi
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fuuuld be made" without declaring a 'Perf 011 immediately -too credulous,
who reports what he hears only in Converfation from ariother , he -may,
in {uch Converfation, omit many Circumflances which it would have
-been neceffary for him to be informed of, in order to give that Satif-
faction to others to whom he reports this Information, which he himfelf
rec-eived of the Truth of what was related to him at the Time of the Con-
verfation. And we have no Reafon to cenfure thofe as too credulous
who have publifhed thefe Accounts, until we get a more perfect In-
formation as to the North-weft Parts of America, which at -prefent re-.
-rnainurikaown. A Difpute arifes as to the Situation of fuch a Streight;

rid Accounts given by Indians are produced to prove that the Streight
oannot- be 'in fuch a Part, where it is fuppofed to be fo far to the
Southward as' to have its Entrance from the 'South Sea, in Latitude
5 I ; whereas, on a little Examination, it would appear that thofe In-
dians, whofe 'Accounts are produced, are alrnofl equal Strangers as to
'thofe Parts with the Europeans. They do not feek inhofpitable Coun-
tries, where-there is little Produce, no Plenty of Fuel, great and fre-
quent W a~ers., Mountains and Swamps, having no Inducement from
Trade of on Account of War, as they would not go into thofe Parts to
feek their Enemy, whom, with lefs Hazard and a greater Certainty of
finding them, they could attack when returned from the.ir Summer hunt-
ing_ and fifhing to their Retirements, where they live more comfortably
'than in thofe Parts into which, by Neceflrty, they are obliged to go on
Account of the Chace, as they could not otherwife fubfift thernfelves
and Families. And on due Examination it will appear all the Accounts
we have from the Indians are erroneoufly made ufe of, to evince that- ,

there is no Streight in the Part that is contended for. Inflead of too
fevere a Cenfure on the Credulity of others, we Ihould ,be cautious that
our Diffidence does not, lead us into an t1ilreafo~able Incredulity, and
prevent our ufing fuch Teftimony as is prefented to us fo candidly as.
~e ought to do, and prevent our getting a true Infight into an Affair
of fuch Importance; and the utrnoft that can be faid of it is, that it is a
Point yet un letermined, whether there is a North-weft Paflage or not.

As to the original Letter of de Fonte, we interefl ourfelves in thejm-. ,

portant Matter it contains, and therefore become more fufpicious and
, diffident,

,
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,diffident, as to its Authenticity; than upon a due Ufe 'of OUf Reafon it
will appear that we ought to be. As we have no Reafon, as is apparent
.from what hath been faid, that the original Letter Ihould ever come to
our Hands; and if it appear, as we proceed, that it is rather to be at-
tributed to inevitable Accidents, than there not having been fuch a Let-
ter, that we cannot attain anyparticular Information.refpectinp thereto.
If it is confidered that we have a Publication of fuch Letter, the Defi-
.ciencies in which are not, as it will appear, any other than the Errors
.of the Tranflator and Printer. That there are a great many concurring
Circumftances in Support of and conformable with what the Letter con-
tains. And the Account is compofed of fuch Particulars as exceed the In-
.duftry and )ngenuity of thofe who employ their Fancy in compofing
.ingenious Fictions. Thefe vari~us Branches of Evidence cannot be re-.
jeered, .if we make a fair Judgment in this Matter: There muft be a
.Prepoffeflion from common Fame, a Prejudice from: a prior Opinion,
or an Intereft and Defign to Iupport a particular Syftem, that prevents
our accepting of it, as a Probability next to a Certainty, of this being a

true Account; and there is only wanting, to our receiving it abfolutely -
as fuch, that the Copy be produced .from which the Tranflation was
made, or a full and compleat Evidence as to what is become of fuch
Copy.

\

Why we cannot obtain a particular Information as to the original Let-
ter of de Fonte, appears from the Account, which Ihews that the Court'
of Spain had a fecret Intelligence of this Undertaking. ,And as that
Court would not openly declare that they had fuch an Information, or
how they .intended to defeat the Defign, the Orders fent, and confe-
quently 'the Account of the Execution of thofe Orders, and whatever

I related thereto, would be fecret Papers, and as fuch kept in a Manner
that few Perfons would have' a free Accefs; and by" thofe few who had,

\ as the publick Bufinefs did not require it, might never. be taken in
Hand, unlefs they accidentally catched the Eye offome who was parti-
cularly curious. Thus negl~aed, in a Century of Time it might not be
known, if the Subject was revived, where they were depofited, and be-
ing fo few in Number would take up but a [mall Space, which might
make it difficultto find them.
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The Politenefs and Civility which prevail in this Age,. will not admit
of fuch a Complaifance to curious Inquirers as to gratify them in that,
which, in Policy, from good Reafons of State, might as well be omit-
ted. There are Inflances of late Difcoveries being made, as to the
Whole of which, from particular Views, as it is faid, .the Curious have.
not been gratified. And if this Expedition of de Fonte was remembered, .
and the Papers relating thereto could be brought to light, it might im-
mediately encourage us to proceed on making a further Attempt for the -
Difcoveryof a North-weft Paffage, therefore we can have no Reafon to
expect the Court of Spain would affift us with what might determine us
to a Proceeding at which they rnufl take Umbrage, as we are now be-
come .the only Power who .Ihare North America with them, from the'
Advantages that fuch a Difcovery would give us in cafe of a future
Rupture between the two Crowns; though our prefent Intention is to'
increafe our Commerce, by opening a Trad.~ to Japan, and carrying on
a Trade in a more advantageous Manner to China. '

We cannot be affured, if full Permiffion was given to find thefe Pa-.
pers, and more particular Pains and Application ufed, than is cufto- .
mary with People in publick Offices, when the Occafion of the Search,
being to little other Purpofe than fatisfying Curiofity, whether fuch
Search might not be rendered unfuccefsful, by fuch Papers being burnr .

- amongft many other State Papers, in the Fire in the Efcurial; the com-
mon Depofitory for State Papers at that Time.

If we confider the Changes that have happened, as to the Succeflion
to the Crown of Spain; the Changes in the Miniftry, Foreigners intro-
duced into their Miniftry, there mutt have been many Particulars, not
only of this but of other Kinds, which they are not at prefent acquainted'
with, the Miniftry having no Occidlon to give themfelves any Concern
about them. Don Olivarez, who was the Minifter at this Time, ·wa~.
known to do his Bufinefs by Juntos of particular People, as the Refo-
lutions of Government thereby remained an inviolable Secret, which
was not always the Cafe when the Bufinefs. was managed by publick
Councils. They- alfo gave their Advice in a particular Manner, by
written Billets, which were handed to the King, that every Thing was
conducted in a very myfterious Manner during the Time that he was in

the:
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the Minillry, contrary to the former Practice, and which was a1fo dif.
uicd afterwards;

If Inquiry hath been made by the mofl intelligent amongft the Spa ..
nierds as to this Expedition, and the Commands of the Monarch to make
Difcovery of thefe Papers, and the Orders relating thereto, have been;
duly executed, but they cannot be found, The Reafons are apparent,
the Voyage being Icarcc [poke' of at the Time, went foon out of Rernern-
brance, and whatever may be in private Hands relating thereto, is not
immediately recollected by the Poffeflors, and the Originals, if not fe·'
creted or rniflaid, are burnt in the Efcuria! in the Year 167 I, the ufual
Refidence of the Court, and therefore where this Letter may be fup-
pofed to be received and lodged. 'For the Evidence relative to this
Account, which the Diftance . of Time at other Accidents could not
deface, yet remains. If de Fonte was Governor or Prefidenr of ChiNs
from the Nature of his Office it muft appear, amongft fome Records.
or Inflruments of W riting, and we accordingly are informed, that
there was a Perf on in that Office named Fuente, which is fynominous.
That we have not more minute Particulars, is by reafon that the Ac-
count is from thofe Parts where we have not a free and ready Accefs
to .make our Enquiries, and from a People, excepting a few Individuals,
who are not very communicative to Foreigners. But where we have not
laboured under the like Difadvantage, we have found that there was
one Gibbons, alfo Shapley, Perfons exactly circumflanced .as the Letter
mentions, upon the Authority of Records, the Tradition of antient
Men, in thofe Parts where they had lived, and alfo other Accounts, fup-
porting the Authenticity of this Letter, as will be Ihewn when we pro-
ceed to confider of the Subject of the Letter. There is therefore juft
Reafon to conclude, was it poflible to have the like Pains taken in New
Spain or Peru, we might meet with Particulars refpecting this Matter,
which would put' the Truth of this Account out of all Doubt; and
any Fail~lre' in the Inquiries there, mar be owing to their not having
been made with an equal Induftry, and which it is not in our Power'
to procure in thofe Parts fo diftant and inacceflable.

TheCircumflances of the Inhabitants of Btflon, and the neighbouring
Provinces, during this Period of Time fince the Expedition of deFonte, have, .
been very different, they have not been fubjeCted to the like fatal Accidents

9 with



with the People of Lima, and that Neighbourhood, who feveral Times have
-had their City laid in Ruins, and alm oft entirely depopulated by Earth-
-quakes, particularly in April16B 7, and in the Y ear 1746. The Build-
ings-becoming an entire Heap of Ruins, and, many' People perifhing,.
muft leffen the Force of Tradition, and affect, in fome fort" the pub-
lick Records; and if the Marine Office was at the Calloa of Lima, the
'Calloa having been twice overwhelmed by the Sea, then there is no
Reafon to expect from New Spain an authenticated Account of the
Equipment of this Fleet under the Command of Admiral de Fonte: .

Thofe who argue againft the Authenticity of this Account, muft ad-
mit that he was a Perfon of Capacity and Abilities who compofed it,
and Ihould affign us forne Reafon, if a Fiction, why a fenfible Perfom
ihould undertake it, as there could be no Inducement either- in Point-
of Reputation or Profit: For, if a Fiction, it is qe;itherentertaining or
inftructive, Neither can any political Motive be urged. for this Under-
taking, as the Subject rnuft then have been treated in a Manner entirely
different; fa managed as to Ihew that a North-weft Paffage was abfo-
lutely impracticable, and to let nothing be introduced that would afford
the leaft Incitement to Adventurers to come into thofe Parts. But it
is apparent, that in this Account the Facts are related in a plain and

-firnple Manner, without any Violation of Truth, as they are related
without any Confideration of their Confequences. The Reprefentations.
made, as to the Tides, as to the different Sorts of Fifh - that came into
the Waters from Weftward and Eaftward, would have been an Encou-- ,

ragement to a further Trial as toa N erth-weft Paifage, had fuch Ac-
~ount been publifhed , and if the Phren omena as to the Tides, and the
Difference as to the Fifh, was not from its communicating with the South,

, .Sea, and the Attempt had proved fuccefslefs as to the Difcoveryof :<1:.

,North-weft Paffage, yet to countervail, in [orne Meafure, that Difap-
pointrnent, there was a Profped; of a lucrative Trade, in all Appearance:
to be carried on in thofe Weftern Parts where de.Fonte is reprefented to
have been in, with greater Convenience than that which had been car-

-ried on by the Bofion People from the Eaft before and at this Time in:
.Bud/on's Ban and the Englijb might be invited, if fuccefsful in their.'
Trading, to make a Settlement, an Event which the Spaniards were ap-

E pre~n~~
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1prehenfiv~. of, and earneftly defirous to prevent. Thefe are Defects
'which the Capacity and Abilities of the Author would not permit him
to runinto, .if he was writing a fictitious Account, as he muft eafily fee
.rhat fuch Reprefentations to deftroy the Notion of a Nerth-weft,Paffage,
and prevent the Englifb fettling there, were abfolutely contrary to his
,Pmpofe. To give a greater Plaufibility to a fictitious Tale, the Scene
may be laid in diftant Parts, by this Means introducing, more fecurely,
-N ames and Clraracters of Perfons as real who never were , and though
this Account mentions Perfons who lived at a great Diftance, and in an,
.obicure Part, yet there were fuch Perfons as the Account mennons.
Alfo the Period of Time when this Voyage was performed, fo corref-
ponds with their TranfaCtion.s, as the Author could fix on no other Pe-
riod fo agreeing with the Circumftance of Major Gibbons being fa long,
.and at that very Time, abfent from home; and his Abfence can be at- ,
tributed to no other Caufe than his being out on. a Voyage. ,Here is -
-more Plainnefs and Confiftency than is ufual in Fiction, with fuch a Va-
riety of Particulars, and fo circumftanced, as would perplex the moft
pregnant Fancy to invent, which can ~e no Way fo naturally accounted
for as by admitting that the Letter contains a genuine Account of a
Voyage made by {\.dmiral de Fonte, not a Forgery to fupport political
Views; or that it is the ProduCtion of a Iporting Fancy to contrail fome

.other Performance, or in order to expofe the Credulous to publick -,

. ·Ridicule.

The Editors of this Letter, whofe Bufine[~ it was to know whether
_this Account: was authentick, gave an entire Credit tojt as being au-
, thentick, not only as they affured the PubYick in a general Way, and

with refpect to all their Pieces that they Ihould publifh, that they would
.only exhibit fuch as were of unqueftionable Authority, but by their an-

" nexing an Advertifement to the Letter, have given us a particular Af-
-furance of the Account being authentick; and we have jufr Reafon to
conclude they could have given us that further SatisfaCtion we now de-
fire; but what they have done was thought by them fufficient, as they
had no Idea of the Importance of the SubjeCt. They comprehended not
further of this Account, Tban that it contained many curious and unknown
Dijcoveries; and they humbly preJumed, being Strangers to any further
Merit that it had, thai i.I w,ould not, on tbat Account, be unacceptable to

... ibe
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the Puolick. Had this Letter been. publi1hed at a Time a North-weff:
Paffage was under Confideration of the Publick, there might be forne

'Sufpicion that the Editors, had [orne further Defign. But as to a N orth-
weft Paffage after the VOJag~ of Captain James, and after the Difcovery
was entrufted to a Company" and no Succefs confequent, it was gene-
sally received, many Years before this Letter was publilhed; that to
find fach a Paffage was a Thing impracticable. The Opinion of there
beiag fuch. a Paffage was treated as a Chimera: And the Affair of a.
N orth-wef1: Paffage lay in a State of Silence and Oblivion near thirty
Years after the Publication; was made.. We. may obferve, that there is
no Art in the Compofition of this Advertifement; it was inferred by
Men of Honour and Veracity, who had no other. Intention in publifh:-·
ing thefe Memoirs than the Advancement of Science., who, from their
general Knowledge, could not be impofed on" and cannot, from their
known CharaCters, be fuppofed to have a Defign to impofe on others..
And what further or orher-Evidence than that which they have given.
could be expected from the Editors, unlefs they had been. acquainted.
with the Importance which the Letter nGW appears to be of? .It was all
that was at that. Time neceffary, as they did not expect that. the.re would
be any inv.idious Imputation of Forgery" for then they would; have.vin-
dicated it from all Sulpicion in a ill re particular Manner than they have
done. They thought it a fufficient Proof of its Authenticity their re-
ceiving it into their Collection; As to that mean Reflection that this,
Account is a. Forgery of forne EngliJhman, itIs thoroughly obviated if
we confider on what a Foundation fuch a.Suppofitioa muft be grounded"
which is, That fame Englijbman compofed this Account, tranflated it into.
SpaniJb, though there were but few and v.ery indifferent Linguifts at that
Time in England" to he again tranllared by the Editors, the better. to-
impo[e on them and the Publick. The Publick is a Name which Gom··
prehends many Perfons of Curiofity and Sagacity; for whom chiefly thefe-
Memoirs were publiihed; and by thefe Perfons, as well as by all others.,
the Account was received at that Time as genuine" without the leaft;
Sufpici.on of there being ~ny Fraud or Impofture.,

The principal Object or Defign of the Publication WqS, that the Ac-·
count contained a-Ditcovery made of thofe Parts, as to the Knowledge o£'
which the Geographers were at rhar'Time very deficient; and the Editors:

E 2.. being;
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being fatisfied as to the Authenticity, all they thought n~ce1farywas to
give a Tranflation of the Letter.. And, -from their Avocations to their
own private Affairs, did not confider it in fo minute a Manner as it re-
quired, as is plain frern their .Apology made as to the Stile of the Let-
ter, not being altogether/o polite, being wrote like a Man whofe Livelihood
-depended on another Way, and with an Abundance of Experience. Whereas
the Politenefs of Stile would have been an abfolute Objection as to the
Authenticity of the Account. That as it was a Letter wrote by Ad-
miral de Fonte to lay before the Court of Spain, what had paffed in the
Courfe of' the Voyage, though de Fonte might exprefs himfelf in pro-
perand well chofen Terms, yet he was to ufe a Stile that was natural
and fimple. On the feveral Lights in which the Editors have been con-
fidered, as to the Part which they undertook, it muft appear that they
areunjuftly reproached with Want of Integrity; they acted confiftently,
having no Occafion to fay more with refpect to this Account than they
have done. Their Neglect was not from Want of Penetration or Defign.
Their genuine Characters were fuch as they could not fuppofe it' would
be ever fufpected, that they could have any Inducement to irnpofe 'a
fpurious Account on the Publick.

, Thofe who cenfure this Account of de Fonte as a Cheat and a Forgery
impofed by fome one on the World, have produced no Evidence from
Facts, or urged any Thing to Ihew the Improbability of this Account;
as to the Argument they fo ftrongly infift on that the Original was never
produced, it is highly improbable that the Original ever fhould be pro-
duced in thefe Parts; and there is a Uniformity in the Circumftance
that a Copy only came to the Hands of the Editors, which turns the
Argument againft the: Objectors. The Sufpicion of there being any
Deceit or Forgery, hath arofe from there having been different Syftems
advanced by Geographers refpecling thefe Parts: Thofe in whofe Syftern
this Account is not adopted.have been the Occafion of fuch Sufpicions
being raifed, and .have given fame Countenance to fuch their Sufpicions
from the imperfect ,Manner in which this Account hath been exhibited;
though that is not to be attributed to the Account in its genuine;Drefs,
but as .broken and disfigured by the Tranflator and Printer. The Glotres
and Comments added by the Perfon who took the Copy, and thofe added
by the Tranflator in Explanation of the Text, are inferted in the fame

Character,
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Character, and without any Diflinction from the Text, and t11o1eby the.
Tranflator ignorantly introduced. Marginal Notes are inferted as Part
of the Narration; Courfes are omitted; others miftaken from the Tran-

, flator's Inattention to the Spanijh Compafs; Dates mifplacecl by the Prin-
ter: The Tranflator alfo deviates from the Mode of Expreflion, and
renders, in an inaccurate, confufed and obfcure Manner, a very mate-
rial Part in" this Account. Many of thefe Faults we may attribute to
Precipitation, from the Tranflator wanting due Time to ftudy the Let-
ter, occafioned by a Perfecution of the Printer, who preffed him to
finifh that the Printer might compleat his monthly Number, and, from
the fame Neceffity, the immediate Publication, it may be that the Faults
of the Prefs are fa many. Such numerous Defects make it evident that
this Account could never have been originally conilructed in this Man-
ner; and it is on thefe Defects only that they rely, or from which their
principal Arguments are drawn to invalidate the Authenticity of this
Account. They might have perceived that a Relation" fo mutiiated

. and impaired, muft have had a more uniform or regular Sbape at one
Time or other: And the Editors, in their Index, when the Year's N um-
bers were compleated, Itile it an. original and very entertaining Letter of
Admiral de Fonte, by which they mean for the Curious; and by ftiling
it an Original, they are not only to be underftood that it was never be-
fore publifued, hut alfo that it was wrote by de Fonte; which implies
that they had a Spanijh Account, and of which, as being confiftent with
their Purpofe, they gave only a Tranflation : Alfo the Impreffion of the
firft Part, being fo uncorrect and full. of' Faults, the fecond Part more
correct, and the Mode of Expreffion refumcd, Ihews that the firft Com-
pofition is not their own, but that it is a Tranflation which the Editors
have given us. The Defects and Imperfections of which being pointed
out, we fhall comprehend what little Reafon there is to difpute the Au-
thenticity of this Account, from the Disfigurements which have pre-
vented our feeing it in its proper Shape, and for fufpecting thofe Perfons
to be Authors of the Fiction who meant well; but their Fault confifted
in their Inattention to the Tranflator, who did not therefore give a fuc-
cefsful Conc1l1fion to their good Defign, as by rendering the Account
obfcure and unintelligible, he afforded Matter for Cavil and Difpute as
to this Account of the Voyage, whether credible or not, and ~ hich a
juft Tranflation would have confirmed to be true.

I As
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'As to the Name Bartholomew de Fonte, we may obferve that when the
'T ranflator can render the N ames in 'the 'Spanijh by Englijh Names which
.are aniwerable thereto, he doth not infert the Spanijh Names, but the
Englijh. Thus, as to the Ships, he calls one the King Philip; but when-
they cannot be rendered by a refembling Denomination in the EngliJh".
and the Name hath its Original from the Latin, he paffes by the new
Name, or as it is wrote in the Spanijh, and gives us the antient N arne,
or according to the Latin St. Spiritus, St. Lucia, Rofaria, for de EJPiritu
Santo, Santa Lucia, del Ro/aria. Hath rendered Bartholomew de Fonte,
Philip de Ronquillo both in Englijh and Latin. From which Manage-
ment of the Tranflator, in giving the Name according to the Latin and
not- giving it as it hath been transformed or chan~ed agreeable to the
Spa-nt;h Orthography, there is juft Reafon to conclude the Name which:
is here rendered Fonte, was Fuente or Fuentes in theOriginal. But if it
was wrote Fonte, it was in the provincial Dialect, different from the-
Manner of writing the good 'AT riters introduced, which diet not immedi-
ately prevail in all Parts alike, but was gradually received. For Inftance"

.they wrote Fuenterabia in Cafiile, when. the Bifcayners continued to write
Fonterabia; and it is' as. often' fpelt the one Way as the other in our

. Books and Maps,

Fuente and Fuentes are not. of one Termination, Ponte-or Fuente; in
.the Titles of the Marquis Agu.ila de Fuente; fa in de Fuente de Almexi, is;
of the fingular Number, or the Title is taken from the Water of Almexi.
But Fuentes, in the Titles of the Marquis de Fuentes, and in Conde Fuentes
de Valde Pero, or of Don; Pedro Enriques Condede Fuentes, exprefles a plu-
ral Number, which the Tranflator, through his Indifference as to the
Subject which he was employed to tranflate, might not obferve ..

Don Pedro Enriques Conde de Fuentes was raifed to the Honour of heine-_ b

a Grandee by Philip the Third, in the Year 16 J 5, in refpect to his great
Services in the Wars; was defcended- from, a Branch of that illuftrious
Family the Enriques, Nine of which Family-were fucceffively Admirals,
of Caflile; and the ninth, Don Joan Alol1/o Enriques, was in, that high
Polr at the Time of this Expedition, There were Intermarriages be-
tween the Families of Enriques and Vala/co; and Don Pedro was fuc-
ceeded 111 his Eftate and Title by Don Luis de Haro; of the principal

Haufe
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Houfe of Valafco, and Son-in-Law to Don Olivarez. Thefe Circum-
frances confidered, we have a further Reafon to fufpetl; that the Name
de Fon-te is not duly rendered by the Tranflator, as there is a Confiflency
in a Relation of the Conde de Fuentes being advanced to be Admiral of
New Spai11:.and Peru, which coincides with what is reported from New
Spain, of th~ Name being Fuentes of 'the Perfon who was Prefident of Chili.
It was alfo apparent that de Fonte 'was a Man of Family, from rhofe who
took. the refpective Commands under him. Pennelojj"a,of whom more
particular mention is made in the Letter: Philip de Ronquillo, feemingly
allied to John de Ronquillo, who did confiderable Service in the Year
1617, and was Governor of the Philippine Iflands. There was alfo Ron-
quillo a Judge, fent to reduce the Infurgents at the City of Segovia, in
the Time of the Civil Wars in Spain. Pedro de Bonarde, who is after-
wards called Captain Barnarda: Of him we mufl have the leaft to fay;
and we could not expect to be any Way fuccefsful in our Inquiries from
this Inaccuracy. He feems not to have had fo diftinguifhed an Alliance
as the others, and employed on this Expedition on the Account of his
Abilities, being allotted to a Service not like that of Pennelofa, or Ron-
quillo, difagreeable in refpect to the Climate, fatiguing and hazardous.
That he was a Gentleman by. his Defcent, is evident from his being
named de Bonard,e.

. The Spanijh Fleet was but in a mean Condition at the Conclufion of
the Miniftry of the Duke of Lerma; but when an Expedition was fer
out to recover St. Salvador in the Year 1626, was much improved; the
Portuguefe had twenty-fix Sail, but the Spanijh Fleet-were now numerous.
It doth not appear that the Fleets from Lijbon, when Portugal was un-
der the Cro~n of Spain, were fent otherwhere than to the Eafl Indies,
Brazil, and the Perlieus; and thole from Old Spain, that failed from
Cadiz, went to New Spain, and the Iflands under that Dominion. In
the Year 1596, when Sir Francis Drake took Cadiz, he burnt the Fleet
that was lying there bound for Mexico'; and Mr. Gnge, in the Year
1625, failed with a Fleet offixteen Sail, all for Mexico, and to the
Weft Indies Ieventeen Sail, befides eight Galleons for a Convoy, all
under two Spanijh Admirals.

The
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The Inconfiftency that dt Fonte, a Portugueze, fhould b-e in fuch a.
Poft as Admiral of New Spain, a great Objection to the Authenticity of
this Account, is removed by the Obfervations that have been made as
to the Name de Fonte, by which it appears that he was not a Portugueze,
'and their having Sea Commanders, Spaniards by Birth, with whom they
could fupply the principal Pofts in the Marine, without being under the
Neceffity of applying to Portugal for Perfons qualified to fill thofe
'Stations.

. As to de Fonte being afterwards Prefident of Chili, it is meant of the
'AudienceojChili, fubordinate to the Viceroy of Peru.

'r'; 1_



R· E M A R K s
ON

The LET T E R of Admiral D E F 0 N T E.

TH E Viceroys of New Spain" and Peru, having Advice from the
, .' Court of Spain, and not from the Court and the Council of Spain;
which latter is the 'common Form of Expreflion ufed in any Matter
which had been under the Confideration of the Supreme Council of the

. Indies, implies that fuch Advice muft have proceeded from the Secret
Council, or from the King through his Minifter, that the Defign of
the Equipment of the four Ships, and the Attempt of theInduftrious
Navigators from Bofion might remain a Secret., .

The Appellation' of Induflrious Navigators was conformable to the
Characters of Gibbons. and Shapley. ' Sir Tbomas Button, in the Extract
whichthere is from his Journal, gives Gibbons a great Eulogium as to
his being an able Navigator; and this was the Character of Shapley
amongft his Cotemporaries.

The Court of Spain knew that this Attempt to difcover a Paffage
between the rltlantick and the Weflern Ocean, was intended by the North-
'ward and Weftward; and though they allude to all the Attempts to
make fuch Difcovery which had been at any Time made, by mention-
ing the feveral Reigns in which any fuch Attempts were made, yet they

- hint more particularly, that they expect this Attempt will be by Hudfon's
Bay, as they mention exprefly in their Advice the two Voyages of Hud-

jon and James. For what is here faid, :that the feveral Auempfs, &c. is
a Recital from the Advice fent by the Court to the Viceroys, or from
the 'Orders that de Fonte received.

F 1:'h1&
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''''This exvedition from, Bojfon part~ail-arly commanded' the Attentl-G(l·!
of the Court of Spain, as Captain James had not abfolutely denied there
was a North-weft Paffage , and Fox, though not mentioned here, had
publifhed an. Account 'in i6351 by which he had pofitively declared'.
that there was' a North-weft Paffage , and Sir Thomas Button; WRO kept
his Journal a Secret, was very confident of a Pa;ffage, and is [aid to
have fatisfied King lames the Firft.. The Death of his Patron Prince
Henry prevented his being fitted out again. Gibbons.. his Intimate.. had
made the.Voyage with him r: Afterwards had made a fecond Attempt by
himfelf but.loft his Seafon by being detained in the Ice. And now;',
though a married Man., had a .Family, .a Perfon in Truft.and Power:'
where he refided, ..engages in a third Attempt from Boflon.:

'The [econd, third, and fourth ]';eaf';of rhe Reigw oJ'King Cbarlei" refcirs '
folely to the.Voyage. of. Captain ,James.; to 'the Time. he.was engaging;
Friends to fit-him out , and the Time when fuch Voyage wasconcluded on.;
As theEngliffi'll-fed the·1uJian,.,ana~ the Spaniards. the Gr-egotian (Actount,,~
thefe Tranfactions which' refer to, Captain.lames's Expedition, could not .
be made to coalefce as-to -theTimec.from the Difference there-was. oe-·
tween thefe two Computations". in. any- other: Manner thanby.putting,
rhe Year of the King of England's. Reigns. As King .Charles: 'began his
'Reign 1:he27th of, March 1.625,,. two Days' after the Corrrmencemenr ,
of the Year., according to the.Julian. Account, ...and the. fecond Year of"
fiis Reign. would not begin until the 27,th. of'March 1626,. two bays,
alfo after- that Y-ear commenced,.. hut according to-the Gregorian Ac-
count.. the Year 16z6 began in January"; fr0111the Ill: of, January to,
the 27th of Marcb, the. Year. 1,6z.61~according: to. the Gregorian Accounrr,
would correfpond with the firft.Yeaz of the Reign of King eharles. As
tothis Expedition. from Bofion.; it is mentioned to be. in the Year 1639,
and in the fourteenth. Year of the Reign-of-King Cbarles; but the Year
1639,. according 1:0 the 1ulian Account, is the fifteenth Year of that.
IGng'sReign.; but according to the Gregorian Account,' the Year 1639'
correfponds from January to March with the fourteenth Year of that.
King's Reign.,

The Times mentIoned in this Letter do not'refer to the Tiines wnen·
the Voyages were aCtually fet out on,. but when undc.lftaken or refoIved·

I '
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on, as it is expreffed in the Letter, undertaken by Iome tnd~frrlou~ N~...
vigators from Bofion. Captain James did not fail until the Year one
Thoufand fix Hundred and~Thirty-on~, not getting the King's Prorec,
tion early enough in one Thoufand fix Hundred and Thirty, to proceed
that Year, or in the fourth Year of the King's Reign. That js, pe qiq.
not get it early enough in Spring to be ready by the latter End p£
Marcb, as he muft have been to proceed that Year ; fo the fourth Year
of the King well agrees with this Prcceedinp. And de I!.o11:te did pot fail
until one Thoufand fix Hundred and Forty, whish was a Year after the
Court of Spain had received Intelligence of fuch U ndertaking from Bofton.
Which they would we the fidl: Opportunity to tranfinit to New Spain; ,4~
Fonte therefore had at l€aft'fix Months for the Equipment of the JOijf

Ships to go on this Expedition , a Time fufficient, in fo fine a Climate,
and every Thing that was neceffary to be done was enforced byOrders of
the Crown. Had this Equipment been executed in a 'nmch finaller Space
of 'I'irne, there would have been nothing fo admirable in it '; There-
fore the ObjeCtion,~s to the Impoffihiiity that Ships Ihould be .fi~te.dqe.
'tween the Time the Ceusr received this Information. and t:hcir [<\-jling,
drops to the Ground.

It is not ,alilyway fhange that fhis DeJiglJ; as it ilwpears ~o gav.e been,
was made known to the Court .of~pain the Year before that it was fet
QUt on; as that Couet entertained a continual JeaIO\lf~ of thefe U nder-
takiNgs~as is gppaF(lnt fmm their ien<ding Yeffels tQ, ,inten;ept l)/!vis ;
their hav-ing Informations as ro Captain ,]am,e,r's V Qyage alfo, apd t}1~
Confequenees ef it, as may be collected from this. Letter.

Major-General GilJ.aons., if he had not the A(ing's ProteCl:i01'l; yet he
·had Fr-ienas at the Court pf E17,gland who' made Applic.ation for him FO
b~ Captain of the Fm:t at Bojl:on., and one of the CO\lilcil, t!:le latter End
of the Year one Thoufand fix Hundred and Thirty·eight, .or in the Begil14
ning of the Year one Thoufand fix Hundred and Thirty-nine. That tJ1e
Jl10£l: feoret Affairs of the Court were at that Time betrayed, I believe
'will bt!'-admitted, and the Secret o(his defign}::dAttempt m~ght be known,
by his applying for Leave of Abfence from his PoIt du;jJ.1g t~e T~me that
he ihould be engaged in this UmJertaking. Or thePerJontl with ~vhQm1)e

,F 2 co;·



correfponded in Englmld might be apprized, of his intended Vo yage, as,
he could not, at that Time of Day, be fupplied with every Thing that
was necdfary'thereto in America; 'and as he intended to trade, he would
be for procuring his Goods from England. By fame of thefe Means pro-:
bably his Defign perfpired; aria was fecretly and .unexpeCtedly, tranfmit-

ted to .the Court ~f Spain. ' . '.

There are' feveral Reafons to be affigrred why both Viceroys ihould
be informed; not only the Viceroy of Peru, in whofe Diftrict the, Ships
were to be fitted, but the Viceroy of New Spain alfo. That if a Paffaze

, 0

was made by any other Way than where the Ships were to, be ftationed
to intercept the Boflon Men, or they accidental y paffed fuch Ships, the
Viceroys might order a Look-out alfo to be kept. And fuch a Provifioa
being made it would be fcarce poflible, if a Pafiage was obtained" that the
Bofton People fhould get clear out of thofe Se is, and not fall into the
Hands of the' Spaniards. Another Reafon is, that fuch Particulars as de
Fonte was to put in for on the Coaft of Mexico might be ready, that de
Fonte might not meet with the leaft Delay, as fuch Delay.mightoccafion

the Difappointmem of his Defign, '

The' Letter- proceeds, , Uporlwhich; 1 Admiral de Fonte, received
" Orders' from Spain and the Viceroys to equip four Ships of Force.'
Thefe Wards, upon which, I underftand' not to allude to the. Advice
given the Viceroys, but refer to the Attempt intended from Bofion, and
as to which he had received hisOrders from Spain: But from the Vice-
roys h~ received Orders only as to the Equipment of the four Ships, as
Orders of that Nature would regularly proceed from them. If -it was.
otherwife, and he had alfo received his Orders from them, containing,
Infhuchons as to the Conduct of his Voyage, he would have made his
Report to the Viceroys as to the Manner in which he had. conducted his,
Voyage, and they would have reported it to the, Court.

. De-Ponte mentioning the Viceroys [0 fimply and plainly, without ani)"-
,refpeCtful or di.ftinguifuing Additions, 'is, an Inftance that this Letter was'
wrote to. the Court of Spain, it not being proper, in a Letter [0 fd-.
dreffed, to mention the Viceroys in any other Manner ; and as. it is alfo
evident ,from the Expreffion" I Admir.al de Fonte; that he did not write:

·this,
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this Letter in his private Capacity, but as an Admiral, therefore this.
Letter could not be otherwhere addrefled than to fuch Court, to tranf-
mit an Account how he had executed thefe Orders, which he had-
received immediately from Sp(lin.

l De' Fonte mentioning that the Advice which the Viceroys received was
from the Court-of Spain, and that the Orders he received were from Spain,
carries a Diftinction with. it as though the Advice and, the Orders were
not tranfmitted frorri the fame Perfons. Thofe who tranfmitted the Ad~-
vice to the Viceroys were not feemingly in the Secret, as to the parti-
cular Orders or Inftructions which were fent to de,Fonte, as to the Man-
ner in which he was to conduct his Voyage. It was the Province of the

,Admiral'of Cafiile, who was Itiled Captain General' of the Sea, who was
. fubjeCt to no Controul but' the King's, to iffue all Orders relative to

maritime Affairs, and therefore de Fonte's Orders might come from him.
Or otherwife thefe Orders were immediately tranfmitted by the Conde de
Olivarez, who was on 'ill Terms with. the Admiral, and regarded no,
Forms, - under' the Sanction of the Favour he had with the King, whom
he influenced to authorize all his Meafures. It is alfo confiflent with the'
Conduct of Don Olivarez that this Affair fhould be managed in this,
Mariner, who was always myfierious, confided in his own Jtldgment, ..
fin gular in his Manners, and therefore was called a Lover of Projects,
and fuppofed a meer Vifionary infome of ,them. He did' not want for
.Perfons of the greatefr Abilities to affift him, and the Accuracy with which"
the Orders are cornpofed that were rent to de Fonte, (as may be collected .
from the Manner in which rhe Voyage is conducted, and in which it,
cannot be fuppofed de Fonte was left to ,his Difcretion) is an Inftance
'there had been no Want of the Affiftance of able" fagacious and expe-
rienced Perfons in the compofing of fuch Orders' and Inftructions.

The Defign of this introductory Part is to {hew the Proceedings in this.
Affair previous to his Voyage;· that the Advice was received, and the
Orders fubfequent were obeyed r and. it is drawn with peculiar Care and .
.a Concifenefs which would. be cenfured in a Voyage Writer, but is, ufed ,
with the greatefi Propriety on this Occafion.

The Names of the Ships are agreeable. to the Manner that the Spa--
. 'niards name theirs; and by Ships of Force is not meant either their

Caracks or. Galeons, 'but Country 'Ships, which the Equipment feerns to
3 i.InE,ly,.,



( 40 )

with his In{h~laions. The Expreffion, we took' it in for Medicine, hath:
fomething particular in it, feems to be a Note or Memorandum added
'by fome Perf on who made the Voyage, to inftruct a .Friend for whom
he made, or to whom he 'gave, a Copy of this Letter.

The one Degree feven Minutes of Latitude is mifplaced, Cape St..
Francifco being by no Geographers or Voyage Writers placed in that
Latitude; the one Degree feven Minutes is the Latitude .of the River
St.]qgo, and which Prieto lays down in one D~gree eight Minutes.

As to the Courfes and Diftances eighty Leagues N. N. W. and- twenty:':
live LeaguesE. and by S. which were placed in the Margin in the fi~ft
Edition, but are fince crept .into the Text: N. N. W. is a Courfe en-
-tirely contrary, and inftead of one there is two Courfes, North and
North Eafl, ami' which two Courfes are confiftent with the E. and by S:
'Courfe twenty-five Leagues, as that 'Courfe will then terminate in the
Latitude and Longitude of the River Jago. This Error of North Weft
for· North Eaft may be accounted for by remarking, that in the Spanijh
Compafs North Eaft and North Weft are rendered Nord Efle and Nord
Oe.fte:, The Omiffion of the 0 in efie is a Fault which may be commit-
.ted even by a careful Tranfcriber, or may be a Miftake in the Tranlla-
tor, for Want of due Attention to theCompafs.

,

In the Paffage from St. Helena he would keep the Coaft aboard, for
t'he Benefit of a fair and frefh \Vind, and which he would have without
any Interruption from the Land Breezes, and by ftanding N. vV. to -
dear the Iflandsof Solango and Paita, and then Iland North Eafterly
would form a'North Courfe of one Hundred and Thirty-two Miles, 'or
forty-four Leagues, and then be off Cape PaJ!ao, in N. Lat. 8:' Long.
83° 59' W. and well in with fuch Cape, as it is evident he was from
the Expreffion in the Letter by the .Cape del PaiJao with a North Eaft
Courfe, thirty-fix Leagues, they would be in Lat. 1° 23' North, Long.
82° 50', and fo have paired Cape Francijco, N. Lat. 50', Long. 82° 55',
and with an Eaftand by South Courfe twenty-five Leagues, would be in
.the Lat. 10 8', Long. 8 1° 36', the Latitude and Longitude. of the River
;St. ]ago..

There
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There was not fuch a Provifion Country, it appeats from later Ac-
counts, on any Part of the Coaft between this and Lima; nor could the
Ships be any where brought up with greater Safety: St. Helena is de-
fcribed as a poor and barren Part of the Country.

The Health of his People, liable to fcorbutick Diforders in the nor-
them Climates whither he was going, was an Object that muft be at-
tended to, in order that the Voyage Ihould meet with the defired Sue-
cefs, Therefore after the Berumen, he recruits what he had confumed of
his frefh Provifion in his run from Lima, and lays in a great additional
Store, as is apparent if we confider that their Confumption in this re-
Ipect is not proportionable to ours, from their Mode of dreffing it. And
we may judge from" having fo great a Quantity of Fowl ready, with
Goats and Hogs, the People had received Orders to be thus provided
againft the Ships Arrival; the Sailors would be a great Affiftance
in curing the Provifions, the Flefh as well as the Fifh, and would do
it in the moft fuitable Manner for the Sea Service; a Number of
Bands, gave an Expedition fa as the Provifions would not be [poiled
by the Heat .of the Sun; and his Victualling detained de Fonte four
Days.

Six Miles and a half, or the Left Hand the River is navigable for fitzall
VeJ!els, and all that follows feems by Way of Comment, and to be a
fpurious Interpolation, as alfo, which are there 'Wild and in plen:y.

, The r oth of April we failed from the River of St. Jago to the Port
-c and Town Raleo, 320 Leagues W. N. W .. a little wefterly, in about
, 11 Decrees 14 Min. of N. Latitude, leaving Mount St. Miguel, &c.'

The Point of Teaxos, or the Sandy Strand, in Lat. 11° 58', Long.
93° 3 1', which covers the Port of Raleo (or Realejo) is three Hundred
and twenty Leagues from the River St. Jago; but the Courfe N. 47°
30' W. or N. W. almoft a Quarter Weft, arid by the Expreffion a little
Weflerly, the W. N.W. feerns to mean, he fteered firft Weft from the
River St. Jago, until he made the high Land, and then North-weft,
a little \'\Tefterly.

G Between
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Between Mount.Mtguel and PomtCaza,.;zina (llightlrCartr.tiM) is the
Entl'ance in the Bay of Amapalla, 'Which is, to the Northward of the
j)ort of Rea.lejo ; ,th~refm:e the leaving. Mount St.lvJ.igttel on the- Lar- .
board, &c. being an abfolute Contradiction to,de. F01'lte-entertn:g t:b:.e.PQ~t
of Realejo, is an Interpolation and not inferted by the Perfon who wrote.
the Letter, but a Comment very injudicioufly added by Way of Expla-
-nation, From this Circumftance the Truth of my: Affettion appears •.
as to there being Gloffes and Comments added to the original Text,
and that I had good Reafon to believe feveral Places in the preceding
Part of this Account to be Interpolations added by Way of Comment.

The great Ships that are built in New Spain' are built in Raleo is dif-
pofed in the Margin in the firft Edition; but in all the fubfequent Edi-
tions hath crept into the Text. We ;nay fuppofe the W. N. W. Courfe
hath crept into the Text in the firft Edition to make room for this
Comment, as may be judged from the Courfe between St. Helena and
St. Jago being placed in the Margin: And there is an apparent Rea-

, fon for the Courfe and Diftances being fo placed, for when inferted 10

the Text, they interrupt the Attention; and as the Courfes and Di-
ftanees were all that was neceffary to be mentioned, the Latitudes. have
been fince added by fame injudicious Perfon.s-e'The Latitude of Paj/ao"
of Cape St. Francifco, is not mentioned, and the Latitude of Raleo is
wrong, which the Courfe and Diftance Ihews, and its Latitude is in
molt Maps agreeable to the Courfe and Diftance here given. The Run;
allowing de Fonte eight Days, would be but one hundred Miles in,
twenty-four Hours, which is very moderate going. Nor can there be
any Objection, as to the Truth of this Account, fr0111 the Time that de
Fonte is failing between the Callao of Lima to St. Helena, from St. He-
lena to St ..'jago. -

All that belongs to the original Letter I take to be this, The 16th of
:rlpril we failed from the River St. 'jago to the Port and Town of Raleo ;
here we bought (which probably might as well be rendered procured)
four long well-failed .Shallops, built exprefs for failing, riding at An-
chor, f3c. The 320 Leagues W. N.W. a little Wefterly, I fuppofe to
have been placed, in the Margin.

It
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It cannot be ruppofed that Boats fa fitted, and four of them, could
be procured in £0 fmall a 'Time as de Fonte Ilaid here, it implies they
were previoufiy provided before that he arrived, to be ready at the Ar ...
rival of the Ships.

c The 26th we failed from Raleo for the Port of Saragua, or rather of
c Salagua, within the Wands and - Shoals .at' Chamily, 480 Leagues
" N. W. and by Weft, a little Wefrerly from Raleo. From the Town
C of Saragua, a little Eaft of Cha'fnily at Sarag'Ua, and from Compofiilo in
, the Neighbourhood of this Port, we took in a Matter and fix Mar~~

ners accuftorned to trade with the Natives for Pearl the Natives
"' catched on a Bank in 19 Degrees of Latitude North from the Baxos
'c of St. Juan in 24 Degrees of North Latitude; 20 Leagues N. N. E.
't from Cape Saint Lucas, the South-eafl Point of California.'

The Point of reaxos is bid down in Lat. r r Deg. 58 Min. Long;
'93 beg. 31 Min; and with a Courfe North-weft and byWeft, a little
Wefterly, Diftance four Hundred and eighty Leagues, de Fonte would be
at the Iflands of'Chiametlas, in Lat. 22 Deg, IO Min. Long. i [4 Deg,
29 Min.

The Port of $a'flliua~ or rather of Sal"agua (which is properly Zuela-
gua) is thus defcribed. c The Mount of Sant Jago is in the Port of
(; Zuelagua. There are two very good Harbours which have good art-
" choring Ground, and will hold a 'great many Ships, by reafon they are
" great and are called the Cailetas, On the North-weft Side of the [aid
, Bay is another very good Port, which is called likewife the Port of
(; Zuelagua. You will find in it a River of frefh Water, and feveral Plan-
"tations. At the Sea Side is a Pathway that leads to the Town of Zue-
"' lagua, be-ing four and a half Miles from the Port within Land. Be-
, tween the Port of Zuelagua ana the white F errelon (or Rock) is a very
" good Port, in which you are Land-locked from all Winds.'

From this Defcription it is' eafy to comprehend what is de Fonte's
Meaning as to the POTt of Zuelagua, where he took in his Maller and
Mariners on the North-weft Side of the Bay, and which he expreffes
by, at s-arqgua' a little Eaftof Chamily; and which Matter and Mari-
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ners were .not promifcuoufl y taken, but were chofen Men, as they were'
taken both from Zuelagua and Compoflilo, in the. Neighbourhood of 'the
Port. Zuelagua feems originally the City which was called Xalifco; but
from its unhealthy Situation, Compoftilo was built more within Land t
yet the former continuing to be a Port, ferne Inhabitants remained
there.

The Iflands and Shoals of Chiametla, which the Tranflation renders
.Chamily, which is a Name given to Wands South of Cape Corientes.
But the DiftinEtion is the Wands to Northward of Cape Corientes are
called Chiametla, thofe to Southward Chametla and Camilli. Prieto agrees
with de Fonte's firfl mentioning the Wands of Cbiametlas in Lat. 22. I:Q.

Long. 114. 29. and then El mal Pays y mal outradu,

This Mafter and Mariners were accuftomed to trade with the Natives
-for Pearl, which the Natives catched on a Bank in nineteen Degrees of
Latitude, being North from the Baxos of St. Juan, or the Bank of St.
John, which is in twenty-four Degrees of North Latitude, and twenty
Leagues North N orth-eaft from Cape Saint Lucas, the South-eaft Point
of California; and this Account de Fonte had either from themfelves,
or the Character that was fent with them, to fhew the moft proper Per-
fans had been provided to anfwer the Purpofe for which they were. pro-
cured. And all that belongs, to the Text is, which the Natives catched
on a Bank North from the Baxos St. Juan, twenty Leagues N. N. E.
from Cape St. Lucas.

, The Mafter Admiral de Fonte had hired, with his Veffel and Mari-
, ners, who had informed the Admiral that, zoo Leagues North· from
, Cape St. Lucas, a Flood from. the North met the South Flood, and
, that he was fure it muft be an Wand, and Don Diego 'Penmlojfa un-
, dertook to difcover whether it was an Wand or not, with his Ship and
, the four Shallops they bought at Raleo, and the Mafter and Mariners
, they hired at Zuelagua.'

Here the Thread of the Letter is broke, and the Tranflator proceeds
as with a common Narrative of a Voyage. The Mafter might be eafily
deceived as to the Tide, as Time hath Ihewn in many Inftances as to
other Perfons having been deceived in like Manner ~n other Parts,

That
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That we have no Account of ~hat was the Event of this Expedition'
PenneloJJa~who had undertaken the Charge, ·being no more to join deFonte,
as it was unneceifary and to no Purpofe, Penneloffa would return firft and,
fend his Account to Court. De Fonte could in this Cafe do no further
than fhew he had fent him on this Service, it muft be fuppofed, agree-
able to his Inflructions, Which, from the Boats brought from Realejo,
Cand muft be of a particular ConftruB:ure, the like of which were not
to be any where elfe on the Co aft) and the Mafter and Mariners hired'
here, it is evident, was before propofed, that Penneloffa Ihould go on this
Part of the Expedition, not on the Malter's declaring that there wasa
Tide from the Northward, and fo California an Iilan~. This was' only'
mentioned by de Fonte, to Ihew what Intelligence he had got in this
Affair.

The Account given of PenneloJJa could be evidently no Part of the
Letter; What is faid as to his Defcent, his being a Nobleman, his Ad-
drefs to Cofmography, and the Underliaking of this Difcovery, rnuft
evidence as already faid, whoever inferted the Account was fatisfied as'
to their being fuch a Perfon fa accornplifhed, and who afpired to under-
take this Part of 'the Expedition. A Difcovery of thefe Parts would
carry, at this Time particularly, great Reputation and Honour with it,
and by this Opportunity to intercept Perfons on a Defign fo prejudicial-

. to the Interefts of the Court of Spain in thofe Parts, as it was then'
thought, had- PenneloJ!a fucceeded; he would have had no ImallShare-
of Merit; or if he did not fucceed, the Merit of the Attempt would be,
accounted of, and not unjuftly, it would be a Means of his Promotion
through the Connections he had, as they would urge he did not purfue
thofe Sciences for Speculation only, but to carry them .into Practice for.
the Service of his Country. And according to the Regulations Don Oli-.
trarrz had made, there was no Preferment but what was in confequence ,.
of Service.,

Sifter's Son of Don Letois de Haro, and a young' N oblernan, .exprefles
as of the Time prefent, when the Copy was taken from which we have,
the Publication; and Don Hero, PrimeMinifler of Spain, was a Glofs'
added by another Hand. Neither is Don Luis de Haro the Perfon here
meant, for he does not feern to have been of an Age to have. had a
Sifter who could be Mother .~o Don R011quiLloi but Don Lopez de Ha~Ot

IS



: is the Perron meant, Marquis de Carpio, the. Father of Don Luis, who
was at -that Time Gentleman of the Chamber to the' King, and after-

.wards Prime Minifter, and rnuft be underflood the Son of his Wife's
Sifter, who was a. Daughter of Oli'Varez, ma~ried to the Marquis de Val-
.deriabano,

, But Admiral de Ponte, with the other three' Ships, -failed frorn them
, within the Wands of Chamilly the roth May 164'0, and having the
, Length of Cape Abel on the W. S. W. Side of California; in 26 De-
c grees of N. Latitude, 160 Leagues N. w. and W. from the Ifles
, Chamilly; the Wind fprung up at S, S. E. a fteady Gale~ that from
-, the 26th of May to the 14th of June he had failed to the River Los
, Reys, in 53 Degrees of North Latitude, not having Occafion to lower

. '. a Topfail, in failing 866 Leagues N; N. W. 410 Leagues from Port
-, Abel to Cape Blanco, 456 Leagues to Riolos Reyes, all the Time rnoft
, pleafant Weather, and failed about 260 Leagues in crooked Channels"
-, amongft Wands named the ArchipeZagtts de St. Lazarus; where his
, Ships Boats always failed a Mika-head; founding to fee what Water,
'.' .Rocks, and Sands, there was,'

De Fonte and Penneloffa botkptlt out to S6i together; but as their
'Courfes were various, one to the Weftward of California, and the other
to enter -the Gulf. They parted within the Shoals of Chiametla the tenth
of May 1640; and de Fonte attaining the Length of Cape Abel in Lati-
tude 26; one Hundred and fixty Leagues North North-weft and Weft
.from the IDes of Chiametla, he then meets with a fair Wind from South
South-eaft.By the Latitude of Cape Abel, and the Diftance run, it is
-apparent that the Iflands Chiametla mentioned, are the Wands here

meant,

.t» Fonte, after running one 'Hundrell and fixty Leagues tram the ines
-of Cbiametla, in Lat. 22 Deg, 10 Min. and Long. 114 Deg. 29 Min.
~ttainjng the Length of Cape Abel in Latitude 26, his Courfe could not
be North-weft and Weft, but North-weft by Weft weflerly, or 61° MY;

and, inftead ofj, by, may be fuppofedan Error of the Prefs,

Dr. Beylin mentions a corivenierit Haven harned St. Abai, who ,wrote
near thefe Times, But It is ChriJIabel~ or Gbrifieue], the N arne (It a
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Cape the Extremity of ahe Land, which forms a' Harbour or Port of the
fame Name CJo1"ijfabel. Prieto mentions Ji10 Place on the main Land but
the three Ifrands of Cafonas, which lie off at Sea, fo more to Weftward
than this Cape. They are in Lat. 26 Deg. Long. 122 Deg. 24 Min.
the Longitude of Cape Abel I make in 122 Deg. I I Min. and he lays
down the Point of Madelena in 26 Deg. 30 Min. and the Long. T23

Deg. 24 Min. which feerns to be the northermoft Land of fuch Har-
boi..U"" By de Fonte mentioning the Latitude of this Cape, and .not any
other, he may be fuppofed to take from hence a new Departure, as was
ufual with the Spaniards when they came to this Length in thefe Seas,
fo Prieto mentions Las Bajas de los Abraja, Primier Meridiano. Lat. 250 .. '

15'· Long. 121 Deg. 54 Min. from Lima.

De Fonte in his Run from Chiametla met with contrary Winds; but:
when the Length of Cape Abel, he had Wind and Weather rather un-
expected in thofe Parts; and the Spring not being much advanced, he
rather expected to have been, at Times, under his Courfes, which is
meant by the Expreffion afterwards ufed, that he .never had occafion to
lower a Topfail, and is conformable with its being a fteady Gale, or did
not overblow, As the Run to Los Reys terminated the fourteenth of
June, de Fonte, for the whole eight Hundred .and .fixty Leagues, failed.
after the Rate of forty-five Leagues in twenty-four Hours, which is ...
confiflent with and agreeable to the Seamens common Experience, ,

.when favoured with fuch Wind and Weather. Amongft the Inands
would have the.Affiftance of the.Floods, and Wind enough to ftem the:
Ebbs.

The Computation of the eight Hundred and Iixty-fix Leagues is four
Hundred and ten Leagues to Cape Blanquial; to which there is a Courfe
affigned North North-weft; and as to four Hundred and fifty-fix
Leagues to Rio los Reys, rio Courfes are added, which we. may affign to
the Courfes being originally in the Margin, when one was introduced into
the Copy the other was neglected. And we have juft Reafon to fufpect
the Careleifnefs here, as it is firft called Cape Abel, then Port Abel, and
the River Los Reys in 53 Degrees, and afterwards Rio los Reys, as tho'
they were diftinct and feparate. With the N. N. W. Courfe Rio los Reys:
could not be in the Latitude de Fonte mentions.

Port .:



Port Abel, Latitude 26, Long. 1220 I I', and the Callao of Lima, be-
nglaid down Longitude 60 Weft from the firft Meridian of Fer 0, and
hitherto we have carried on our Computation of Longitude 80 from Paris,
we Ihall hereafter compute from Fero and London; and. Cape Cbrifiable
we compute 1020 I I' from the Meridian of Fero, or 119

0 46' from the
Meridian of London.

The Courfe four Hundred and ten Leagues -North North-weft, de
Fonte made Cape .Blanquia! in Latitude 45, Longitude from London
1290 28', from the Meridian of Fero II 1° 53', to Northward and Wdt-
ward of the Entrance of Martin Aquilar. Sufficient Obfervations have
not been made to determine by the Geographers as to the true Lati-
tudes and Longitudes of thefe Places, and, until they attain more per-
fect Informations, muft difagree.

The Courfe from Blanquial ie not inferred, but is to be determined- by
the Diftance two Hundred and Iixry Leagues, ending in Latitude 53 at
Rio los Reys. De Fonte .had, -during the whole Time between Abel and
Los Reys, the Wind in .his Favour. Therefore his Courfe muft have,
been to the Northward of the Eaft; and if he run ,two Hundred and
fixty Leagues, with a Courfe Eaft 52° North, he would make' 2. Deg.
I Min. Latitude, and .20 Deg, 24- Min. Longitude. To correfpond with
which de Fonte muft, for the one Hundred .and ninety-fix Leagues,
made 'his Courfe North 52 Deg. Weft, which would determine in Lati-
tude 50 Deg. 59 Min. and in Long. 141 Deg. 12 Min. from London; in
:::2 3 Deg. 27 Min. Weft from Fero. De Fonte would then be about
thirty Leagues from the Land, agreeable to the Ruffian Difcoveries, tho'
this Voyage was made fo many Years before that Attempt; a great
Evidence of the Authenticity of this Account. His Co~dua alfo in
this Cafe was neceffary, "confiflent with the Character of a -good Seaman,
not to make the Coaft direct, 01'- immediately eBgage with this Archi-
pelago, to which he was a Stranger, and in Parts unknown, or where he
had no failing Directions but to form fuch Courfe as gradually'to fall in
with the Land, and, as the Wind was, if he faw Occafion, could at any
Time ftand off:

De Fonte by this Courfe, agreeable to the Latitude of the Suefia del
Ejlrech D' AniCl71,which is laid down by Prieto in Latitude 5 I, would be

to
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--to the Southern Part of the Entrance into fuch Archipelago, had he been

Northward, as the Wind was, he would have regained it with zreat
.Difficulty and .Lofs of Time.· b

As this Table of Prieto was cornpofed before the Rujfzan Difcoveries,
.and this Land, the Suefla del Eflricb D'Anian, is computed in Longi-
-tude 141 Deg, 47 Min. computing Lima at 80 Deg. anfwerable to 238

.-Deg. 13 Min.Eaft Longitude from Fero, it is a little Iingular that thefe
Accounts fhould agree fo well, as to the Longitude of this Part of
America; is an Inftance that Prieto did not proceed upon vague Calcula-
tions; had acquired a more exact Account than could be even fuppofed
in thefe unfrequented Parts, and from his Care and Exactnefs, as to the
more known Parts, we have no Reafon to doubt but he hath laid down
-the Latitude and Longitude of the Sue.fta del Eflrecb de Anian, with the
-greateft Certainty that he could attain to.

'I than not controvert it whether thefe are the proper Streights of
Anian. This Entrance was commonly called amongft the Navigators
into thofe Parts by that Name, as is evident from former Accounts; _
.and Hornius, from his Maps, which may be feen in Purcbafe, lays it
.down in the fame Manner. My Intention is anfwered in producing an
Authority from the Spaniards of New Spain, that there is an Entrance
here agreeable t~ the Account in this Letter; alfo, in all Appearance,
a fuperior Entrance to that of Martin Aguilar, which Prieto doth not
exprefly mention; neither could he properly; but inferts Cape EjcotJdido
.in Lat. 43, and Cape Blanquial in Lat. 45, aq intermediate Diftance of
one Hundred and twenty Miles. Again mentions the Port. of Salagua
in Lat. 46, and then the Port of Salado in Lat. 48; in which Interfpace
the Entrance of de Fuca is fuppofed to be.

By the Name Archipelago, de Fonte, who would give the Name with
Propriety, expreffes it to be a Sea , and on his Return fays, he failed
down the River Los Reys to the North-eaft Part of the South Sea; after
that returned home. Where the Word Part, properly fpeaking, or to ufe
the Word as it really imports, can be no otherwife underftood than as
an Arm or Branch of the South Sea. Had he fteered eight Hundred
and fixty-fix Leagues North North-weft, he muft neceifarily have irra-

. H verfed



( .5° )
-vcrfed the Courfes of thole brave Difcoverers Capt. .Beering ana '1jcEiri-
kow, which were from Lat. 45 in 4fw, to Lat. '56. and '58 in America"
and who were not interrupted by any fuch Iflands. Cap~-erfchiriko.w
pofitively fays, the Coaft was without Iflands where he was in Lat. 56 ;
by Capt. Beering's Account in Lat"58, the Wands lay only aJo~g the-

, -Coaft , and de Fonte .in hjs Account mentions, that he failed in crooked,
Channels, amongft Iflands, Thefe various Defcriptions fhew that thefe.
Accounts relate to various Parts. As de Fonte Gould not, in the whole
Extent between Ajia .and America, meet w.ith fuch Iflands, and -yet -was
under a Neceffity to.pafs~p crooked Channels, with no-fmall Hazard,
as the Boats being a-head exprefs, his Courfemufc have been .to -the
Eaftward of where Captain Tfcbirikoa» fell.in with the Land, and for
the Diftance .of the two Hundrediand thirty- Leagues- before -tle.Fonte
carne-to a River, us.Les Reyes, was .then ,palling up the.North-eait Part. . ,

of the South Sea, as he terms. ir, (and -in fome ..Part of 'which uhere-were '
Wands, which he names the Archipelagus of St. Lazarus. There is;

'a SilJgularity of Expreffion in .the.Letrer, where his Boats always, failed
.a-head, the Word nobere limits the Iflands -to a certain Space, and that
they were not extended the whole vswo Hundred and thirty Leagues>
which is confiftentwitlr the-Expedition .he made, as .oth~rw.ife, the Ships.
muft have oftenfhortened fail, and- iE, could-not .he, avoided, -and .muft
have frequenrly-brought up at Nighr.,

"

As de Fonte did aeirher make.the South or North Shore.of thisStreight,
the.rrroft ·comprehe.nfive W.:ay 'of exprellinghimfelf,was. to fay" he.paffed
up thefe Wands" by-which thofe.who.had compofed his.lnftr,uCtici>lls-wel1
knew the Parts he meant. It muft be confidered de Fonte was. not as,

,to this Part-on Difcovery,. the Whole· would be pointed Qut to ·him by
his InftruCtions" which being to' fall In, with' the Wands, 01' Entrance in;
[uch a Latitude, to mention either the North or South Limit of the En-
trance would be improper; -whereas ·the contrary ~was the Cafe as to,
Cape St. Helena, Francifco, Paifao, and Cape Abel, as his In£b.:uCti:ons
~vere exprefs, as to the making thefe Lands.

As de FOl1te made a true Courle Eaft 8rO North, fubtraa-tite'Longi-
tude 20 Deg. 24 Min. from the Longitude 141 Deg. 12 Min. from Lon-
dOli,. and lnml the 12 3 Deg. '2.7 Min.-from Fero. The E-ntrance-to-the'
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River Las Reys lies in Lat. 53 Deg.' Long. 120 Deg. 48 Min~ from Lon-
don; and 10-3 Deg. 3i Min. \Veft from Fero, And that his Courfe was
nowEafterly is plain from the fubfequent Words of the Letter, as they

failed more Eafieriy, It was alfo confiftent with thePurpofe they were
fent on, to meet a Veffe1 from Boflon. .

" The 22d of 'June Admiral de Fonte difpatched one of his Captains
< to Pedro de Barnarda, to fail up a fair River, a gentle Stream, and
< deep Water, went firft N. and N. E. N. and N. vV'. into a large Lake
, full of Iflands, and one very large Peninfula full of Inhabitants, a.
, friendly honefl People in this Lake, he named Lake J7al;jco, where
< Captain Barnarda left his Ship; nor all up the River was lefs than
c 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8 Fathom Water, both the Rivers and Lakes abound-
" .ing with Salmon Trouts, and very large white Perch, fame of two'
, Foot long ;< .and with three large Indian Boats, by them called Periagos,
., mage; of two large Trees 50 or 60 Foot long. Capt. Barnarda firft.
, failed from his Ships in the Lake Valafco, one Hundred and forty
, Leagues Weft, and then 436 E. N. E. to 77 Degrees of Latitude.

o Admiral de Fonte, after he had diipatched Capt. Bernarda on the Dif-
~ covery of the North and Eaft Part of the Tartarian Sea.'

,\-Ve may fuppofe, from the Manner in which this Part was managed,
that there was a great N eceflity to get the 'Tranflation finifhed in any
Manner. As the Difficulties of the Tranflation increafed, the Defign of
this Account being only Amufement, the Tranflator thought it would
anfwer the Purpofe to give the Account in grofs.

The Datevthe 22dJune, is an apparent Error, by reafon de Fonte
,did' not enter into Lake Belle, as will be fhewn hereafter, until that
Time.

Admiral de Fonte difpatched one of his Captains to Pedro de Barnarda,
to fail up-.a fair River, .gentle Stream, and deep Water. Then the Tran-
Jlation breaks ~jf abruptly, and the Tranflator renders the following
Part as an Account of Bernarda's Voyage, not obferving how juft a
Connection there is with de Fonte difpatching one of his Captains to Ber-
narda; and what-follows being the Orders fent by him) and the In-
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ftruCl:ions for Bernarda; inflead 'of being Bef'nardafs Aceoune of his Ex..·
pedition, and not obferving how .confiftent it is with being a fummary:
Recital of thofe InftruEtions thefe Words are which follow, -Adrniral de-'
Fonte, after he had difpatched Captain Bernarda on the Difcovery, &c. - '

As to his difpatching one of his' Captains, he mufl be fuppofed to-
have befides the Captain of th~ Ship he was in, alfo one called an Ad-
miral's Captain. The InftruEtions were of fuch Confequence, that a lefs '

. .'Perfon might not be fo properly employed) nor. confiftent with-the Re~-
fpet); due to Bernardo.

De Fonte and Bernarda were Strangers here ;' but thefe Parts had been
already difcovered, as it is exprefly faid that two Pater 7eJuits had been
here two Years, and made Obfervations as far as the Latitude' 66.
From their Difcoveries we may conclude, that thefe Inftructions were
formed which Bernards received, and thofe of the whole Courfe of the
Voyage; and it was neceffary that de Fonte fhould not only mention that'
he had difpatched Bernarda, but fhO\.;ld alfo, with the Brevity due to ,a'
Letter, mention the Orders with which he difpatehed him. And fur;
ther from what is expreffed iI1 thofe Orders, as to the River, the Courfe
and Soundings, what. Fifh were in the River and Lake, the Road or
Barbour which was to be found in the Lake, the Temper and Difpo-

fition of the Inhabitants, it evidently appears that there had been a prior
Difcovery of thefe Parts" and Obfervations made of every Thing worthy
of Confideration, and neceffary alfo at this Time to be mentioned to
Bernarda. To let him know that his Ship could pafs up the River,
would find a Harbour in the Lake, he had nothing to fear from the
Natives, and would meet with Provifions. There leaving. his Ship he,
might be furniihed with Periagos to proceed. And I underftand his Di-
reEtions to !teer firft North and North-eait, then North and North-weft,
that he might make no Miftake by purfuing or entering into any other
Openings which might prefent thernfelves in his Courfe up, and which
from their Appearance might perplex him, as to which of them he was
to enter; no uncommonThing, as thofe who have been to Northward
~mlike Undertakings will allow.

§. : The
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"The Admiral failed up a very navigable River, which- he .named;

" Rio los Reys, that .run neareft N. E. but on feveral Points of the. Com-
, pafs 60 Leagues" at low.Water, in a fair navigable. Channel, not lefs ,
,. than 4 or 5 Fathom Water. It flowed on .both.Rivers near, the fame:
c., Water, in the. River .Los Reys,. 24 Feet Full and Change of the Moon ~.:.
c- a -S. S. E.· Moon made high Water. . It flowed .in the .River Hara, 2Z ..
, Feet and a half Full and Change. They had two Jefuits with thern..
',that .had been on their Million to 66 Degrees of .North Latitude; and."
~-had made curious Obfervations,'.

De Fonte; having dilpatched Bernarda, fets out on -his' Part- of the EX-l .
p~dition, and proceeds 'up the River Los Reys,. at the Entrance of which.
he had arrived the fourteenth of June. During-his Stay,' until Bernarda .
was difpatched and failed, he feems to .have taken an accurate Account -
of. the Tides in boeh Rivers ..· The Diftance up the River was more than ,
fixty Leagues, and though a:good navigable. Cha,nn.e],· yet .would. re- -
quire a great Precaution jn his Proceeding with: the. two Ships , Tide·
Times and the Night-would makeit neceffary for him to bring too., for .
had he touched the Ground with eithen of them, the ,Dela.Y .that migh~ :
have followed'on fuchAccident, might have defeated this.Part of the-
Undertaking, and the'moft.important, and which, therefore, wasallotted i

to him to- execute.·

Their having had two' jefuits-withthern feems-en additional Note ....
That two jefuits fhould befent into thofe Parts to. make Obfervarions, "
is' but confi1l;ent with. the ge.neral Practice of the.] efuits to. go on Mif-
fions into all-Parts of the Globe, engaged by a fpecial Vow,. not injoined '<

any. other Order, to be. always ready to go and preach .wh.itherfo.everthey .-.' .
ihall be. fent.

Thefe,] eftflts arer by no Means ,a fingula:t Infta:nce of the Pebple:oftha.t ..
Order being great Adventurers, when we confider tI19fe .who ventured tp

the Philippinas and Japan, enforced by the yow; puffed up with the Va- -
oity of popular Applauf~, the Favour of th~ frefident;· and ~he/H9pe of ~'
being acceptable to the refl: of the Order ·on -their return from, fuch. MiI-
fion, expecting by fuch Million to add tQ the Wealt)'l or Re.putation Qf.the .
Ord~r.. The Effect of this Miffion feems to ha.ve been thc:y pact ~..r~--
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quired'the Favour of.the Natives. Had-made feme Obfervations of the
Country, but principally to Northward, as' to which they.feern not to

.have got a perfect Accou'nt; though they did- a .great deal for the Time,
. the U nfeafonablenef; of the Wrnter, and the melring Weath~r in the
Spring confidered; nor is it ftrange they Ihoirld not get a perfect Ac-
count, in a Country fo intermixed with Waters, which hide themfelves in .
their Courfes between inacceflible Mountains, arrd in many Places where

-they are to be come at, are deceitful in their Appearance, as to what they
really are, whether Lakes, Gulphs of the Sea, or Inlets. As they proceeded

/ to the Northward, they thought it the Part that principally claimed their
Obfervation. Were of Opinion as to the Southward, that it was Part of

, . ( .
-the Continent ofNtw Spaht, or they would hot have lead de Fonte to Los
Reys, but caufed him to proceed \.lp that Streight which Ieparated the
Part they had been .in from .New Spain. As to this Miffion not being
.known to the Fublick, thefe Jefllits rnuft have been fent from Eur~
into New Spain; and they would fo far regard their Obedience to the
Pope, as -to ,pay due Refpect to the King of Spain's Authority, in ob~
ferving the eftablifhed Maxim (if the Time, as to keep their Difcove- .
ries a Secret .from the Publick or other Nations. And as to all Mif-

.fionaries who went into New Spain, the King of Spain hath a Power to call
them to Account, by the Pope's Permiffion, though not .permitted III

Old Spain to meddle with ecclefiaftical Affairs, or ecclefiaftical Men.

, A Letter from Captain Barnarda, dated the 27th ofJune 1740, that
'""he had left his Ship in the Lake ValaJio, betwixt die Iflands Bernardo
, and the Peninfula Coniha.D'et,a very fafe Port; it went down the River
., from the Lake 3 Falls, 80 Leagues, and fell into the T'artarian Sea
, in.6 I Deg. with the Pater J efuits, and 3'6 Natives, in three of their
'.Boats, and ,20 of his Spanijh Seamen; that the Land trended away
,( .North Eafr; th~t, they Ihould want no Provifion, the Country abound-
.' ing with Venifon of three Sorts, and the Sea and Rivers with excel-
, lent Fifh (Bread, Salt, OiL, and Brandy they carried with them) that.
_, he ihollld do ;what was .poffible.The Admiral" when he teceived the
'" Le~ter from Cai:ftainBarnarda, was arrived at ~n Indian Town called
., ConolJet, .on the South Side Lake Belle, where the two Pater Jefuits on
., their Miffion had ~een two Years; a pleafant Pla~e. The Admiral"
~;withhis two Ships, enter'd the Lake the 2 2d 'of June.'

The
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-The Letter from Bernards being dared the 27th of June, it is impof-
fible he Ihould finifh all that .Bufinefs in four Days, which he .gives de
Fonte an Account .ef : This alfo confirms. its being a Miftake as to the
22d of June, being the Time he received hisDifpatches. It might well
take Bernardo from the fourteenth of June to the twenty-feventh to re-

. ceive his Difpatches, to pars up the River, and to the Peninfula in Lake
. Valafco, .procure the Natives, who .were not .under his Command, get ~ll
, "Dh.ings -fitted, and . fet out .. And what this Letter contains, makes it
: evident it, could be .no Account ef his Voyage .that was before-men-
zioned.

'This Letter is apparently an Anfwer to .the Difpatches Bernarda re-
-ceived f"rQm.deFonte. He mentions, that he.had left his Ship, agreeable'
··to Orders,and in a fafe-Port , gives an Account how he was equipped
to proceed; the Number of the Perfons he .had with him , that he had.
thirty-fix of the Natives, which is conformable to the Character given"

"of them, a friendly honeft People, ,lind' Ihews the Influence of the Je- .
'.fuits. .Thefe Natives, by,j(,i-ning.in the Expedition, were Hoftages for'
the good -Behaviour.of the .others towards his People left behind, and .

. an .Air.urance to Bernarda for the Security of ~is Ship left at the Port, .

.were .of .great U fe ",3;S • .BiIQts. as to toe Coaft, and alfo in failing and'
Jnlanagi-ng their P'erjalioJ. ·jf:h~jr ha;ving thefe Periagos implies they had
a Country abounding.with :W~t~rs ; .and it was their ufual vVay of paf- .
fi,ng from .one Part .to .another, Time and Experience had made them

..expert in the Management of them; and by fhifting from one .Part to
the other .as the Seafons required for bunting or fiiliing, and by Excur-
fions out of their own Country either for War or Curiofity, as is the'
Nature of Indians, they were become acquainted not only with the inland.
~Waters, but alfo the Sea Coafts.

De Fonte had ordered Captain Bernarda that he .fhould fail one Hun-
dred and fifty Leagues Weft (but is rather to be believed a Miftake ,
from not underftanding. the Compafs, Oe}le 'and Ejfe being [0 fimilar)

,and then four Hundred and thirty-fix Leagues Eaft North Eaft to 77.
Degrees of Latitude. In Anfwei to which Bernarda here mentions, that
from the LakeValafco th~re was a-River in which there was three Falls"
eighty Leag-ues in Diftance, and fell int9 the Tartarian §ea, in Latitude
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-{'"pr~ . that the?Land trended away North Eart, and that he WO\11d 00
. what was poflible. 'By which Expreffion .it is. plain, that he did not
_purfue the exact Courfe that de Fonte directed; probably that Courfe
_was pointed out to Bernardo by which the] efuits had .travelled to Latitude
. 66, but fmrfueu a Courfe more immediate and direct to attain to Latitude
'. 77, the-Baek-of-Baffin'sBay, as to which rheNatives had informed
;.him; and that though he.did not, purfue the Courfe directed by de Fonte,
-which he found not to be -fo conflfrentwith.the Defign he was fenton,
'-yet he would do all-that was poffible. to anfwer that Defign. And the
.Exprefflon alfo implies, that he was fenfible he fhould meet with.Diffi-
..culties, which he might expect from the Climate, the Ice, and the Fa-
-tigue ; .but as .to the .Article. of .Provifions, .was inno Fear on that Ac-
. count. As to what is mentioned as to Venifon of three Sorts, they were
-the fmall Deer, the Moofe, and the Elk, all which are in the Northern
.Parts. about Hu4fon's .Bay, .and the.Labarador Coaft.

. .TheN arne' of 'Haro given to the 'River is .aparticular Compliment
.to Von Haro, who was the Head of the Houfes of Valafco; . and the
-Narne ofValaJco, in·Compliment to the other Houfes, of. that Family .
.Which RefpeCt fhewn by de Fonte feems-to .indicate a particular Connec-
-tion -,with, or his' being .related -to that Family, as already mentioned .
.Valafco, 'as here wrote, with a va, as ihofe Families did write .it at that
.Time, and 'one of that Family, who wasConftable ofCajiile, inhisTitles
is named 10hn Ferdinandes deVallafco, .Conftable .of .Cafiilia, &c.· now
-Lord of 'the Houfes of Vallafco, &c: and by the .Orthography in the
<Letter being fo .conformable with that -which 'was ufed .at .that Time,.
_and not with a ve as' at prefent, we have ver.y·good Reafon to .fuppoft:,
~that theLetter was not only wrote in. Spanijh, but .alfo .by de Fonte on his '
.return from hisVoyage. Don Ferdinandez was living in 1610, and fuc-
,ceeded by his Son, in his Title and Honour of eonftable of Cajiile, :Don
.jJernardino, who was living.at the Time .ofthe Voyage.

., The .Admiral ,entered; the Lake an .Hour :before high 'Water, .and
" there was.no Fall or Cataract, and 4 and 5 Fathom'Vater, and.6 and
;' 7 Fathom Water generally in the Lake.Belle. There is a little Fall
., of Water half Flood, and an Hour and QEarter before high Water
.i the Flood ,be~ihs to fet ,gently into Lake Belle: The River .is frefu .at
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1 20 Leagues Diflance from the Mouth or Entrance of the River Los
'ReyN. The River and Lake abounds with Salmon, Salmon Trouts., ,
, Pikes, Perch and Mullets, and two other Sorts of. Fifh peculiar to
, that River, admirable good; and Lake Belle alia abounds with all
, thofe Sorts of Fifh large and delicate: And Admiral de Fonte alfo fays,
, the Mullets catched -in Rios Reye/ and Lake Belle, are much delicater
, than are to be found, .he believes, in any Part of the World.'

- .
De Fonte was not inactive from the 14th to the 22d of June. Various

Courfes,: contrary Winds, waiting for the Tides at times; from the Cir-
cumftance of the Tide as to Lake Belle, that there is a Fall until half
Flood, and' it is an Hour and Quarter only before high Water that
the Flood makes in, evidences that there was, a Current againft him;
and it is further evident, as on his return he was but two Days running
from ConojJet to the Entrance of the River Los Reyes.

De Fonte is very particular in his Account, being now to take a Sur-
vey of the Parts through which a Paifage was expected, and in which
Parts he now was. He mentions the Trial of the Tides at Los Reyes and
Haro ; gives a particular Account of the Navigation up Los Reyes, and

.to Lake Belle; that it was frefh VV'ater after they were Iixty Miles up the
River; and what is no immaterial Circumftance in this Affair, Ihews
how far the Waters from Weftward flowed up, which he inftances in the
Account of the Fifu. That fuch as came out of the Sea into the Land
or frefhWaters to fpawn at thofe Seafons, and afterwards return to the
Sea, went no further than Lake Belle; for here. he found the Mother
Fifh, as he defcribes them, large arid delicate, fuperior to thofe in the
River, and indulges his Fancy, fo delicate as, he believes, they are not
to be exceeded in any other Part of the W orId. De Fonte, in his Orders
to Bernardo, fhewed it was frefh Water in Part of Haro, and in the Lake

-ConibaJ!et, from the Salmon and Perch, in which he means Sea Perch,
which come into frefh Waters at this Seafon of the Year.

-:

<; The firft of July I 640, Admiral de Fonte failed from the reft of his
, Ships in the Lake Belle, in 'a good Port, covered by a fine,Ifland, be-
.. fore the Town of ConojJet, from thence to a River I named Parmen-. X ~ tiers;
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4. tiers, in Honottr of my induftrious jw:licioud:omrade Mr. Parme'nfterst,
, who had moit exactly marked every Thing in and .abour that Ri~er.'

We nQW proceed to confider the Remainder of Admiral de Fonte's
Letter, which was publifhed in 'June 170.8"

Admiral de Fonte, when he received the Letter -from Capt. lJernarditt<
was arrived at an IndianTown called Con~ffet, in the Lake Belle; and as"
.lie entered fuch Lake the twenty-fecond, probably" arrived at the Town.
the fame Day; Ilaid eight Days, and then failed the firft of July~ That
Bernard« fhould write; as to the Siruacion of his .Affairs, muft have ..
been before concerted between them, they having been informed by

I the Jefuits or Parmentiers, that it. was practicable for Bernarda to fend s,

fuch Meffage, that the Admiral might know whether Bernardo had met
with any Accident aa to..his Ship, or any other Obftacl~ to his Proceed--
ing, as he might affifl; him from thofe Ships Companies then with the.
Admiral. How the Letter was conveyed is not -expreifed; probably
by a Seaman with all Indian Guide (the Diltance between the Admiral:'
and Bennarda; at this Time, will be confidered hereafter) who would
ufe all' pollible Expedition. both by. Land and Water: Had the Advan~'
tage of very Ihort ,Nights. De Fonte would not proceed until he re-·
ceived this Account, though ready as foon as he received .it, ,As de:
Fonte failed on the firft of 'july, that ACCOl-lOtmull: have come to his.
Band the thirtieth of 'june.

The Ships being fecure In a good Harbour, and, the Command I~K
.with Ronquillo, the Admiral proceeds to the River Parmentiers, fo named.
in Honour of Monf Parmentiers, whom he Itiles his Comrade, and,
commends his Induftry and Judgment in the Survey of fuch River, and,
the Parts adjacent. From his being fl.iled his Comrade, he w.as in no,
Command; as he could not have a Commiflion without having been bred,
in the Service, and a N ative of Spain. Therefore being a Perfon imme-
diately neceffary for to have on this Occafion, he is introduced under-
the Character of a Friend and Companion.: Mr. Gage mentions" Chap ..
xv, of his 11e,,:, Survey of the Weft Indies, one Thomas Rocalono, a Frencb-.
»ian; a Prior of the Cloifter ofCemitlan, who, with himfelf, was the only:'
Stranger in that Country, by which he means in that Part where he was i.

5 a~d
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<and.it implies there being others in other Parts, which falfifies-the Af-
fertion that no Frenchman was ever admitted in Peru.

The Countries of f2.!fivira and Anian were reprefented, at that Time;
to be barren or defolate , as is alfo evi?ent from the Defcription of the
Inhabitants eating raw Flefh, drinking Blood, .and in all Refpects Iuita-
ble to ~the Character of the EjkemauM Indians, who by Choice, not Ne ..
ceflity, make Ufe of fuch Diet when out a hunting or travelling, which
exprdfes thofe Parts to 'be very inholpitable, ana where the Indians only
frequent at certain Seafons, in Purfuit of the wild Game, and for fifhing.
And Cibola is reprefented as a Country which hath a Cultivation, where
the Indians conftantly live, and feem a different People from thofe of
~ivira and Anian. This is agreeable to the Accounts given at that
'Time, which is fufficient to Ihewthat the Jefuits could not expect that
they Ihould be able, or would undertake to pafs through 'fuch a Coun-
try as Q.,uivira and A1iian in Purfuit of their Difcoveries to Northward;
therefore muft have taken fame Opportunity of being conveyed there,
which could only be by fome Perfons who had been on thefe Coafts,
and had, through Neceffity, Intereft, or Curiofity, pafled up thefe Wa-
ters, and Iurveyed the adjacent Country in Purfuit of fomething which
might turn out to their private Emolument: Nor were fuch Attempts
unprecedented, even on our Parts, though the Hazards were much
greater. The private Trade carried on by the People from Boflon, in
.Hudf01~;SBay, before there was a Grant to the Cornpany , which Trading
might not have come to the Knowledge of the People in England, or
been known to the Publick for a Series of Years, had it not been for
an Accident which happened to Captain Gillam, who thereupon made a
Difcovery of this Trade. Not is there the leaft Improbability but that
Parmentiers had, on fame Occafion, introduced himfelf into thefe Parts,
'had invited the Jefuits to a Miffion there, who, on other Miffions, had
'undertaken what hath been much more hazardous, and fucceeded. There
were fufficient Motives for that Undertaking; the Northern Bounds were
then unknown, fo that they could not affirm America to be Continent,
nor certainly to be an Ifland diftinguifhed from the old World. This is
the Account Mr. Gage gives us, Chap. xiii. and mentioning that he will
'hot write; as many do, by Relation and Hearfay, but by more fure In-
-telligence, Infight and Experience. He fays §2..,uivira-is feared on the

i2 m~
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moft Weftern Part of America, juft over againft'rartary-; from whence,
being not much diftant, fome fuppofe rhat the Inhabitants came into this
new World. The Weft Side of America, if it be not Continent with
crartary, it yet disjoined by a fmall Streight. Here then was a fufficient
Matter to encourage a Miffion of this Sort, and to keep a Progrefs to:
the Eaftward, or in America, with the Difcoveries that were going on by
the Miflionars fent to Japan;. and there was a Propriety in this being
done, as the Coafts of both were fuppofed to be at no great Diftance
from. each other: And this was exprefly the Purpofe of their Million,
as it is faid they had been to Latitude 66, and made curious Obfer-
vations, on which Account they were with Bernarda. As Parmentiers
went to the Eaftward with de Fonte, who muft have had a different Mo-
tive from them for coming into thofe Parts, he muft have had his own
private Emolument in view, his better Succefs in which depended on
his Secrecy, as he thereby prevented others from interfering; which
Confideration would prevail with him, as with all Traders, fuperior to
any Satisfaction the Publick might have from his Informations; and as
Trade would be carried on moft fuccefsfully where the Inhabitants were
more numerous, we find he had found his Way to Eaftward, apparently
the moft populous, .as. the Jefuits had gone to the Northward and Weft-
ward, principally as moft confiftent with their Plan; tho' ConajJet was -
where the Jefuits had been firft introduced" where their courteous Beha-
viour and Management of the Natives, would be of Advantage ,to Par-
mentiers. In fearching for the molt popular and inhabited Part of the
Country, he would become acquainted with the Geography of thofe
Parts neceffarily, Depths of Water, Shoals, Tides, which his own Pre-
Iervation, and the better conducting of himfelf would naturally lead him
to obferve , but there might be a more particular Reafon for his Obfer-
vation .of the River Parmentiers, and of all the Parts about it; and
therefore he had been fa exact as to the Falls, which were the Obftruc-
rion of the Ship Navigation through to the Eaftern Sea, that lay beyond
the Streights of Ronquillo, for his. own private Advantage; by opening
a new and extenfive Trade, he would have greatly promoted it if he had,
found this Communication practicable for Ships of Burthen,

The People that Captain 'I'chirikow met with on the Coaft is no Ob-
jection to the Character given of thofe within Land in this Letter, as i,t

IS,
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is from Experience known. that the EJkemaux, who are along the Coaft
of the Labrador, are cruel and thievifh , but that Indians of a different
Difpofiricn live within Land.

As to Parmentiers being the general Interpreter for all; he is not faid
to be fo. He would, for the Benefit it would. be to him in his Trade,
endeavour to learn the Language, and would of courfe. acquire feme-
thing of it unavoidably, as he frequented amongft the Indians: And it
mufl be obferved, though there are many differentN ations, and th-ere
is a·Difference in Dialect, yet there -is a Language which all thofe N a~
t:ipns will underftand,. called the Council Language •.

. That Voyages had been made. to thefe Parts more than once is evi-
dent, as the jefuits Itaid there two Years, therefore did not return with.
the fame Opportunity by which they Came there, but another; and it
is probable that there .had been a Voyage prior to that" which had en-
couraged them to. undertake it.

In what Manner de Fonte' proceeded, the-Boats and Number of Per.
fons he. had with him, the Tranflator hath omitted. It is mentioned,
that de Fonte failed from the refl of his Ships;' the River Parmentiers
hath Falls of thirty-two Feet perpendicular Height from its Source to

where it iflues into Lake' de Fonte., fo. again, on the South Side Lake
Belle on board our Ships; and had it been with his Ship, .his Inference
that there was no North-weft Paifage would have been unjuft, as his
meeting with this Ship the Veflel from Bofion, would have effectually
proved the contrary ..

, We paffed eight Falls, in all 3'2 ~oot, perpendicular from its Source:
, out of Lake Belle; it falls into the large Lake I named Lake de Fonte, .
,. at which Place we arrived the 6th of July. This Lake is 160 Leagues .

. , long, and 60 broad; the. Length is Eaft North Eaft, andWeft South.
, Weft, to twenty, or thirty, in fome Places Iixty Fathom deep; the·
, Lake abounds with excellent Cod and Ling, very large and well fell';
, there a:e feveral very large Iflands, and-ten fmall ones, they' are co-
'. vered with fhrubby Woods; the Mofs grows fix or [even Foot long,
~ with which the Moofe, a very large. Sort of Deer) .are fat with in the

, Winter,
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, Winter, and other leffer Deer, as Fallow, &c. There are Abundance
c' of wild Cherries, Strawberries, Hurtleberries, and wild Currants, and
, alfo of wild Fowls, Heath Cocks and Hens j likewiie Partridges and

" Turkeys; and Sea Fowl in great Plenty, On the South Side the Lake
, , is a very large fruitful Ifland, had a g'reat 'many Inhabitants, and
" very excellent Timber, as Oaks, Afhes, Elm and Fir Trees, very

- , .large and tall.'

',We here again· lee the Form of the Letter, de Fonte exprefling him-
felf, as in the firft Part of the Letter, I named Parmentiers, my indufirious ;

'and there are other .Inflances.

The River Parmentiers, which is the toriill1U1'iicatiort by which the
'Waters of Lake Belle are conveyed into the Lake de Fonte, fo named
we may fuppofe not in Compliment to himfelf, which would be abfurd,

"but of his Family, as the Expreffion is, I named Lake de Fonte, though
'it almoft deferves the N arne of a Mediterranean Sea; but from having
a fuperior VV'ater near it, with which it communicated; de Fonte calls
it a Lake. It is not a cafual naming of Places, or Waters; as Hudfon's
Bay, given to that great Mediterranean Sea, and continued, but the
;N ames 'of the Waters he paffed through; would be given with Exact-
-nefs and Propriety. In the Lake de Fonte there was a great Depth .of
Vf ater, alfo Banks, as there is faid to be in fome Parts twenty or thirty
Fathom Water, as is alfo evident from the Cod and Ling there, and
-which inftance it to be a Salt Water Lake. Itwas the Seafon when thefe
'Fifu come to the Northward to fpawn; The Ihrubby Wood on .the
Iflands, the Mofs for the Subfifterice of the Deer hanging on the Trees;

, the wild Cherries and other Fruits ripening at, that Seafon of the Year,
are all correfponding Tokens of his being advanced to the North-eaft
Part of America, is agreeable in all the above Refpects to the Country
Northward and Weftward in Canada, about -the River St. Lawrence; to
the interior Parts of the Country of Labrador; in Lat.' 56; hut 'as you
proceed further to Northward, the hi,gh rocky Mountains; which in
this Part are only confined to the Co aft, then extend more inland, increafe
iii theirHeight, and in Lat. 59° and 60°, the whole Country, as far as
Baffin's Bay, feems to confiit only of Ridges of barren Mountains,' in-
terfperfed with Waters; and the Progrefs of the- Productions, as to Trees

and



and Plants, gradually decreafes from a more flouriJbing to an inferior
Sort, as you proceed to Northward; in Lat. 59, on theWeftern Side of
HudJon's Bay to the Northward of Seal River, there is no Wood, only
Grafs and a fmall Shrub of about a Foot in Heighth, which continues,

.as far as it is known to Weftward; and a thin Soil, with a hard rocky
Stone juft below the Surface, 'and very frequently there are large Ponds.
of ftanding Water.

De Fonte feems to have made a Stop at the Wand at the South of
Lake de Fonte, to take Refrefhrnent, and make Inquiry as to the Boflon
Ship, it being out of his Courfe, or on any other Account to go there.

, The 14th of 'July we failed out of the Eaft North-eaft Erid of the
(, Lake de Fonte, and- paffed a Lake I named the Efiricbo de Ronquillo,
, thirty-four Leagues long, two or three Leagues broad, twenty, twenty-
, .fix and twenty-eight Fathom of Water; we paffed this Streight in ten
"Hours, having a flout Gale ofWind, and a whole Ebb. As we failed
~".more Eafterly the Country grew very fenfibly worfe.'

What follows, ' as it is in the North and South.Parts of America,' .ap-
pears to me an additional Comment.

De Fonte mentions, as he went more Eafterly the Country grew worfe ;
from which it may be fuppofed he found the Alteration to begin when
he was come to the' Eaftern Part of the Lake, and more fa, as he paffed. .
the Streights of Ronquillo:

Where the Streight of Ronquillo terminated de Fonte makes no men-
tion; gives us no. Account of the Soundings' or Tides; but his Silence
here, and the preceding Circurnftances, fufficiently prove that he thought
himfelf then in fome Branch of the Atlantick Ocean. And it is to be ob-
Ierved there is the fame affected Silence here as to the Part he was
come into, as when he had left the Weftern Ocean and entered the
North-eait Part of the South Sea to pars up to Los Reys.

, The 17th we came to an Indian Town, and the Indians told our In- .
, terpreter Monf Parmentiers, that a little Way from us lay a great Ship,
" where there never had been. one before.'

The



The Indian telling the Interpreter Parmentiers, which expreffes a Kind
of Acquaintance made between them, and de Fonte's palling out of the
'Lake into the Sea, 'coming to a Town, and Parmentiers knowing the
Language, is an Evidence of Parmentiers' having been there before.
And we may fuppofe, that from the Time they left the River Parmen- .
tiers, de Fonte had been on the Inquiry, it being now Time to expect the
People from Bofton; and what the Indian told him was in purfuance 'of

fuch Inquiry.

" Vve failed to them, and found only one Man advanced in Years,
, and a Youth; the Man was the greateft Man in the Mechanical Parts'
, of the Mathematicks, I had ever met with; my fecond Mate was an
, EngliJhman, an excellent Seaman, as was my Gunner, who had been
• taken Prifoners at Campecby; as well as the Mailer's Son; they told me
, rhe'Ship was of New England, from a Town called Bofton. The Owner
• and the whole Ship"s Company came on board the thirtieth; and the
, Navigator of the Ship, Captain Shapley, told me, his Owner was a fine
',Gentleman, and Major General of the largeft 'Colony in New England,
, called the Malteehufets; fa I received him like a Gentleman, and told
':him myCommiffion was to make a Prize of any People reeking a
s North-weft or "Veft Paffage into the South Sea ; but I would look on
, them as Merchants trading with the Natives for Bevers, Otters and
, other Furs and Skins, and fo for a fmall Prefent 'of Provifions I 'had'
, no need on, I gave him my Diamond Ring, which coft me twelve
, Hundred Pieces of Eight (which the modefl Gentleman received with
, difficulty) and having given the brave Navigator Captain Shapley, for
, his fine Charts and Journals, a Thoufand Pieces of Eight, and the
, Owner of the Ship, Seimor Gibbons, a quarter Cafk of good Peruan
, Wine, and the ten Seamen, each twenty Pieces of Eight, the fixth of
, Auguft, with as much Wind as we could fly before and a Current, we
, arrived at the firft Fall of the River Parmentiers? .

De Fonte makes no Delay, but immediately proceeds as the Cafe re-
quired ;, finds an old Man aboard, the Man (as being a great Mechanick
might be very ufeful on fuch an Expedition) and a Youth, might
venture to ftay, their Age would plead as to any Severity that might be

,intended by de Fonte; and through the Fear of which Severity the others
retired



retired into the Woods, where they could manage without being fenfible
of thofe Difficulties which Europeans apprehend. .To leave the Ship
without anyone aboard, de Fonte could of Courfe have taken her as
being deferted; and by their Retirement into the Woods, his Purfuit of
them there would have alarmed the Indians, and more efpecially if he
had attempted any Severity, it might have been fatal to him and his
Company, from the ReIiftance they might have met with, not only from
the Bofion People, but the Indians affifting them, as they would have
confidered it as an Infult, an Exercife of Power which they would ap-
prehend he had no Right to ufe in thofe Parts, as to a People who were
trading with them, and been the Occafion that the Spaniards would have
been 'no morereceived as Friends in thofe Parts.

. De Fonte had particularly provided himfelf with fame Englijhmen, who,
by a friendly Converfe with the People from Boflon, might endeavour to

learn their Secrets, and prepare them the better by what they would be-
inftructed to tell them to come to a Compliance with the Admiral's In-
tentions. The Refult of this Affair de Fonte only mentions; but they
would not have ibid away fo long, would have returned fooner aboard,
had they only left the Ship on Account of Trade. Trade was only a fe-
condary Object, the Difcovery was the principal, and they would not
have ftaid in one Place, at this Seafon, had they not been neceffitated
through a Fear of de Fonte fo to do. It may be fuppofed the Englijhmen
who were with de Fonte, two of whom were from Campechy, and the
other become Catholick, as he was married to the Mafter's Daughter,
they would not aCt either with much Sincerity or Truth as to their own
Countrymen, but managed with the old Man to bring the Owner, N a-
vigator, and reft of the Crew aboard.

On their return the Navigator of the Ship was the firfl; who waited on
the Admiral, and he calls him Captain Shapley, his Name Nicholas Shap-
ley, who was famous as a Navigator, for his Knowledge in the Mathe-
maticks and other Branches of Science, that the common People fup-
pofed he dealt in the Magick Art, and had the Name given him of
Old Nick, not by the Pe?ple of Boflon, but by a Set of Libertines as
they termed them, and who had feparated from the People of Boflon,

. and gone to live by themfelves at Pijcatua, where he was fettled at a
K Place
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Place called Kittery, in the Province of Main; the l'T arne of Kittery
give!} by his Brothe-r AI~~qJ1derShapley, to a Tract of Land he had fettled
on there; and they write the N arne SktJPleyexactly in t4e. l\13Jl!1~.rin which
it is wrote in the Letter. . The Brother Alexan4er was a~Coternporary '!~

Oxford with Captain James, who went on Difcovery, and his. Acquain-
tance. The Defcendants of Alexander, ;1 genteyl People, were 1l0~many
Years fince living at Kittery; but Nicholas Shapley retired to New London,
w here he had a Son that was living in the Y6ar' one Thoufand feven Hq!1'-
.dred and fifry-two, a Fifherrnan. The Family at Kittery were very f}1y
<!:sto givin.g any Information as to what they knew in this Affair, upon,
an Application by the Author of thele Obfervations, or looking into
Alexander's Papers, as an officious Perfon had got beforehand; lilld.dif-.
couraged them from giving any Gratification of this Sort, under Pre-
tence, if their Papers were f~en,it might give forne Infight. into a Law-
{uit depending between the Branches of the Family" or expected to be
eommenced i and tPat. there WiJ,S a gr~at Reward for the Difcovery of a.
North-weft Pa!fag~, which, if the Account was, a~tai~d from tl}~rn:
t,pe:y would by intitled to a. ~art~ which b,y this Means they would be,
deprived ~f.· Jea\ou4t;S of this Kind railed by a pretended; lit;. le",fi:an,
ignorant Friend, agaiJ:!ft the Applicanon of ~. Stranger" who, affured,
them he v,.;as.fupt!riar to any Tdck Qf tha~ S.Ot;t, aI).Q,~ouJp &ive t,heITh
'l-J1Y SatisfaCti9n. in b.,is.po,wer as they iliquld p:ro~9fe-" Ql;ca.Qoned,:.a Vi[...
O).ppointmen~~ The .So·p of Gapta~n. Nicl?o)as, \lp.on 3.:n. AppH<;at!op, m.a~k:
by the Author likewif~, had nothing, hut, hi~ ~athe;r's Sea Che{t,)n ""hich"
there were once a great many Pa,p,ers." a,nd Vihich his Motp.er" the Wife:
t;;>f Capt<J:in'Nicholas, mad,e a gn;~~AC,co.\ll)t of;. ht\t the, Son- beiDg an·
illite.ra~erMan, ha<;l ma9.e Uf~'-of dwm in th~ Family a~ 'Mafte Paper: It
have mentioned him as illiterate, bl\-t h~ was a well meanil1€i Man, and he.:
had hear.d his Mother talk fomething about fuch an Affair.; but 1 !hall not:
lay a Str.efs upOl)-the. Accol1J;lt h€ ga"~'e"as he may be fUl?pofed pr.omp..ted,
by the earneftManJ;ler of th<;I~quiry; to give grateful AJ;lfwers,. in E4peCta-- I

tiQn of a.Reward. The,Number o£Sett~ers in, all Pifcatua, the Province of,'
Ma,in;induded" diq. Qpt at that Time exceed four H\1,I1dre,d'People'obut is-,
ijPW;be,.come a well fettled Country; yet there was amongfi: the anti~nt ..
Peapl about Kittery,. a Tradition· of Captain Nicholas. haying. been OU1

fucha 'Y.qyage,.. and as to which, Ol}. prQp~r Application to Perfons who:;
.q.~v.eID,~uence" a,nd- w;illmal~~- dq~.In_~li..t:~,.it ap-gea.rs,to. rue t.he ~u.htick;.
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·- will receive a farther Satisfaction 'than they may at prefent expect, A
confiderable Merchant who lived at Falmouth in PiJcattta, a Mati. of
Character, no Way biaffed fof or againfl a North-weft Paffage, but as
he is fince dead, r may take the Liberty to fay, married a Daughte,l; of

' his late Excellency Governoi- IYejmouth, mentioned an Anecdote re-
Jpecting.his Father, who was a very antient Man: That when the Dif-
pute was between the late Governor Dobbs and Captain Middleton, he
faid, Why do theymake fuch a Fuzz about this Affair, our Old Nick
.(meaning Captain Shapley) was through there? And this antienr Gen ..
tleman.had been an Intimate of Captain Shapley's •. (,

:R'arly in, the Year before this Voyage Major General Gibbons went
with others over to Pifcatua, to have a Conference about Church Mat-

1 ,

ters , and Mr. Alexander Shapley was one on the Part of the Settlers in
Pifcatua, and who had but returned from England the Fall before. At
this Meeting, probably, they fixed on the -Tirne and Manner of execu-
ting the Defign, which they had before concerted. This whole Affair was
concerted in an obfcure Part, the Affair not known to 'the People of Boflon,
as it was more to the Purpofe of thofe who undertook it to keep it a. Se~
cret; and probably Major Gibbons was more inclined it fhould be fo, as
he had before met with two Difappointments. The Characters. of the
Perfons .were fuch, as by whom it is very reafonable to fuppofe fuch an
Expedition might be undertaken. Mr. Alexander Shapley was a Mer-
chant, a Evely, active, enterprifing Man; fufficient to this Purpofe hath
been faid of his-Brother: And we may add to the Character of Major
General Gibbons, it was faid of him, that he was much of a Gentleman,
a brave, focial and friendly Man, had the latter End of the Year 1639
a Commiflion to be Captain of the Fort, was one of the Council, alfo
concerned in Church Matters, as appears f~om Records. But during
the Time that this Voyage was making, as that worthy Paftor of Boflon
and great Antiquarian Mr. Prince, who, from a generous Difpofition to
get at- the Truth, ufed extraordinary Induftry in this Affair, by fearching
the Records in the old Church there in the Year 1752, could not .find
his Hand fst to any Thing, or any Matters relating to Major General
Gibbons, tho' he found Papers figned by him frequently before, and other
Traniactions in which he is mentioned to be concerned, alfo after the
Time of this Voyage,. and the only Objection that he could find was,
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that the Wife of Major General Gibbons mufl have had a [even Montns;
Child, if he went on fuch Voyage, as it was a Cullom in the Church of
Bofton, at that Time, that the Child fhould be brought to be baptized
the Sunday after it was born , and by the Regifter it appears that this was
the Cafe, according to the Time that it moo be fuppofed he returned ..

The Name was Edward Gibbons; and Seiinor is a Miflake of the Trarr-
flator, not obferving that as de Fonte re[peB:fully ftiles Shapley Captain"
he would not mention the Owner by his Chriftian Name only" a fine
Gentleman and a Major General, but ftiles him agreeable thereto after'
the Spanijh Manner Sennor s and this Miftake of the Tranflator, as to,
the Name, and not obferving that the Major. General and the Owner;
were one and the fame Perfon, {hews that the. Tranflator and Editors;
knew nothing of the Perfons mentioned~

What is faid of the Iargeft Colony in New England~ called die Mal:·
techufets: The Dominions of New England confifted,at that Time, of
the Colonies of Plymouth, MaJ!achuJets" and Connefticut" of which Maffa--
chufets was the largeft, as New Hampfhire, Pi[catua, and the Province of
Main, were under its Jurifdiction : And it is a little remarkable that the
.Admiral Ihould, call it, the MaltechuJets; he apprehended it a Miftake,
though fo exact -as' to the N ames Shapley and Gibbons; feems to have.
given the Alteration agreeable to his own Ideas, and that it muft have

Reference to Malta~

The old Man told them the Ship was of New England, from the Towrr.
called Boflon, which was the only, Place where they could fit. out pro--
perly or conveniently, the Part where Shapley lived confifting only of a,
few fcattered Houfes, and as it .wasvery frequent from Bofton to make:
Voyages to the Northward, their true Dellgn for further Dif'Coveries:.
might remain a Secret to all but themfelves.

De Fonte's Addrefs to Gibbons as the Owner, reprefented fo on this Oc-
cafion to ferve the Purpofe, though the Veffel feems to have been Alex;;.
ender Shapley's, implies that he underftood, or took the Advanraze on_ b

finding they had been trading with. the Indians, that they had two Pur-
poles in their Undertaking, to difcover a Paffage, and to trade. As to
the firft, de Fonte tells him he had an, Order t-o make a Prize of any

People"



People [eeking a Weft or North-weft PaJ!a~e, fpeaking in general Terms,
not of them only, fo concealing the Advice he had received as to their
particular undertaking of this Difcovery; nor could it be peculiarly
underftood as to the SubjeCl:s of England, for the Danes alfo, to their
immortal Honour, had before attempted the fame Difcovery; and in
Confequence let him know that the Part he was in was of the Domi-
nions of the Crown of Spain, as his Commiffion could be of no Force
.beyond the Fxtent of that Dominion. De Fonte's Addrefs likewife im-
plied, that as he would confider them only as Traders, that he would
not make Prifoners of them on that Accounr , but expected after this,
Adventure .that others would learn to keep nearer home, for Fear of
falling into a like Accident, and meeting not with the fame favourable
Treatment. Neverthelefs he takes effectual Meafures to embarrafs them
on their Return" and obliges them to fray no longer in thofe Parts, as he
takes from them what de Fonte calls a [mall Prefent of Provifions, which
he had no Need on, but he knew they might, and as to which, the Af-

. fair of Provifions, he gave 'flich an Attention to, through the Courfe of
his Voyage; and though fmall what he accepted in refpect to the Sub-
fiftance of thofe he had with him, yet as the Sequel will Ihew, was after-
wards the Occafion of infinite Diftrefs to the Bofion People. The Gift
in return, which is pornpoufly mentioned at twelve Hundred Pieces of
Eight, when we confider the Price Things bore of this Sort where he
purchafed it, in Peru, as he eftimates by Pieces of Eight, the Manner
of Valuation in thofe Parts, would not be to Gibbons a Hundred Pounds.
Sterling; and the Prefent to the Seamen muft be confidered as in lieu
of thefe Provifions; and by this Means of mutual Prefents countenanced
what was abfolutely extorted by Force, as was the Cafe with S.bapley, as
to his Charts and Journals, which he would not have parted with, but
conftrained through Fear; and by. his Englijh Seamen de Fonte could let.
them know that the Provifions, Charts, and Journals would be acceptable.
He executed his Defign in this Manner, that if the Boflon People re-
turned there could be no proper Foundation for the Court of England
to take Umbrage at his Proceeding:

The Generofity of de Fonte fo exceeding what their Prefent and' the
Charts and Journals could be worth, would be confldered as to make
rhern ferne Satisfaction for their Difappoinrment,' for the Fears they had.
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been put into, and their being detained there; the Gift of Wine, might
be from a RefpeCt to Major General Gibbons, as an Officer, whom de
Fonte ftiles modeft, tho' he might perceive it to be the Effect of his U n-
eafinefs on being thus intercepted, In all other Relpects, what he gave
was aDebt which the Crown of Spain would pay, would be confidered as
Money advanced in thei-rService; a Sum of noConfideration with them,
as he had met wit-hrhefe People, procured their Charts by which they got
into the Secret, by what Way they had advanced fo far, and probably
very particular Charts and Jourrials of the other Voyagers whom Gibbons
was acquainted with; and he would endeavour to be furnifhed with all
Materials which he could probably procure before that he fet out. It
would be greatly commended by the Court of Spain the artful Manage-
ment of de Fonte in :diftreffing thefe People, and not with a feerning In-
tention, and giving an abfolute Difcouragement to other Adventurers,
who would be afraid of falling into the Spaniards Hands, whom it would
be fuppofed conftantly frequented thofe Parts.

De Fonte only mentions the Iffue of this Affair, what would be imme-
diately neceffary for the Court to know; he mentions no intervening
Circumftances, nor what Time there was between their Examination and
the Prefents, whether he or they failed firft, but it muft be fuppofed
they were more than a Day together, and that de Fonte would' fee them
out of thofe Parts, as, if they had ftaid longervthey might probably
have fupplied themfelves well with Provifions, and proceeded further; but
as they were circumflanced, they would be put under a N eceffity to fer
out for home, would be glad to leave him the firft Opportunity; and as
de Fonte feems to be waiting for a Wind, which he had the fixth of
Augujl, and it had in the interim been fair' for the Bojlon People, they
were certainly gone before that de Fonte fet out on his Return.

In the Ecclefiaftical Hiftory of New England, by the Reverend Cotton
Mather, publifhed at London in 1702, in Folio, in his Account of won-
derful Sea Deliverances, Book the fixth, is The wonderful Story of Major
Gibbons.

, Among remarkable Sea Deliverances, no lefs than three feveral
, "\Vriters have publifhed that wherein Major Edward Gibbons was con-
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c cerned. A Veffel bound from Bofion to fame other Parts of Aine-
, rica; was, through the Continuance of contrary Winds, kept fo
, long at Sea, that the People aboard were in extreme Ilraits for Want,
, of Provifion, and feeing that nothing here below could afford them
, any Relief, they looked upwards unto Heaven, in humble and fervent
e Supplications. The Winds continuing. frill as they were, one of the
, Company made a forrowful Motion that they Ihould, by a Lot, lingle
e out One to die, and by Death. to fatisfy the ravenous Hunger of the
, reft. After many a doleful and fearful Debate upon this Motion, they
, came to; a Refult, that it mufl be done'! The Lot is caft; one of the:
, Company is taken; but where is the Executioner that Ihall do the ter-
, rible Office upon a poor Innocent? It is a Death now to think who-
, Ihall act. this bloody Part in the Tragedy: But before they fall upon
4: this involuntary and unnatural Execution, they once more went unto
" their zealous Prayers; and, behold, while they were calling upon God"
e, he anfwered them; for there leaped a mighty Fifh into their Boat,
" which, to their- double: Joy, not only quieted their outrageous Hun-
" g~r, hut alfo gave them fame Token of a further Deliverance: How-
e. ever; the Fifh is quickly eaten; the horrible Famine returns; the har-
e rib le Diflrefs is. renewed; a black Delpair again feizes their Spirits ;.
Ci For, -another Morfel. they come to a fecond Lot, which fell upon ana-
" ther Perfon , but' frill. they cannot find an Executioner: They once
'-, again fall to their importunate Prayers; and, behold, a fecorrd An-
Ci< fwer from above ; a great Bird lights, and fixes itfelf on the Maft ;.
" one of the Men fpies it, and' there it flands until he took it by the
" Wing with his Hand.. This was a fecond Life from the Dead. This-
" Fowl., with: the Omen. of a further Deliverance in it, was a fweet Feaft
" unto them. Stili their Difappointments fallow them; they can fee
" no Land; they, know not where they' are: Irrefi-ftable Hunger orrce
" mone pinches them: 'They have no Hop~' to"bfe' raved but by a tbir
" Miracle : .They return to. another Lot; but before they go to- the:
" Heart-breaking 'Eafk of flayrng the Perfoa under DejignatiolJ;, they re-«
" peat their Addrefles unto the Gael of Hea.ven, theil: former Friend itt>,
" AdverjitJ';, and. nOYi- they 1o<Dk. and look, again, but there is nothing:
... Their D.evotions. are concluded, and nothing a2pears'; yet they hoped"
e, yet they, f.hid~ yet they liager.ed:~ At laft. orre of them fpies a.. Ship,
"whi£h l?~lta new HOEe:: and,Life. into. them all.: They be;ar, up with.

~"their.-
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< their Ship; theyman their Long-boat , they go to board the Veffel,
, and are admitted. It proves a, French Pyrate: Major Gibbons Petitions
, for a little Bread, .and offers all for it; but the Commander 'was one
, who had formerly received confiderable Kindnefles of Major Gibbons

- , at Boflon, and now replied chearfully, Major Gibbons, not an Hair ef
, you, or your Company, ihal!" perijb if it lies-in my Power to preferve
'you. Accordingly he fupplied their Neceilities, and they made a com- .
, fort able End of their Voyage.'

There are nine other Accounts, in each of which the Places the Per-
Ions were bound to are particularly mentioned. In this Account (the
Defign being -only to Ihew the wonderful Deliverance of Gibbons) Dr.
Mather could not mention' the Place to which the Voyage had been
made in any other Marmer, than to lome other Parts of America, which
hath an exact Correfpondence with the Voyage in which Major Gibbons
was intercepted by de Fonte; for that Voyage was properly to -feveral
Parts, not being to one particular Part of America; which Parts were,
at that Time, namelefs. It is faid further, 'that their Misfortune was
occafioned by contrary.\Vinds. De Fonte had a fair Wind from the fixth
of 4ugufl to the fifth of September, and for a longer Time, fo contrary
to the Boflon Ship; afterwards they had the Wind again .centrary, when
they came into. the Ocean, being North-weft or to Weftward of it" as .
they could fee no Land; the Land expected to be feen may be fuppofed
the Land of Newfoundland, or they were to Eaftward and Southward of
the Gulph of St. Lawrence: And which Account of the Weather is agree.
able to the Time of the Year that they were there, the latter End of
September, or Beginning of October, being the Equinoctial Gales. Alfo
as to the Fifh which muft have been a Sturgeon, which Fifh frequently
jump into Boats; and Ihews, as the Boat was out, that they had then
moderate Weather, but contrary; though a hard Gale fucceeded, as
one of the Birds of Paffage, which are alfo then going to Southward,
was blown off the Coaft and tired, refted on the Maft. Far be it from
me to reckon thefe as mere Accidents, and not the Affiftances of the AI-
viighry, but a Relief which the Almighty fent them by Contingencies
which are natural: And as to the Ship, which was a French Pirate, Ihe
had probably come with a frefh Wind out of the Gulph of St. Lawrence,
andftanding to Eaftward of Sables to clear that Wand and Nautuchet, ,

for
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for which fhe had a fair Wind; and it is [aid the Commander had an
Acquaintance with Major Gibbons, and received Favours from him at
Bofton; but I muft add an Anecdote, to Ihew that there might alfo be
another Reafon affigned, which would not be Iuitable to be publifhed
with that Account; Alexander Shapley had ufed to hold a Correfpondence
with thefe Kind of Gentry, as is evident from a fevere Cenfure on hiin
on that Account, recorded in the Council Book at Bofion. It was a
Ship that Major Gibbons was in when intercepted by de Fante , and
this Account alfo mentions a Ship. After the Death of Major Gibbons,
his Family, according to the Account of a very antient Gentlewoman at
Bojlon, removed to Bermuda; which Lady, who was near ninety Years
of Age, had fome traditional Account of theMajor having been Iuch a
Voyage to difcover a.newWay to the Eafi Indies, and fuffered much
fr~m the Snow and Ice, went rhrough a great many Hardihips, and, !he
faid, fhe thought it was from Bojlon that he fet out. The Perfons difco-.
vered by Monf Grofeliers, at what he calls an EngliJh Settlement, near
Port NelJon, as it is now termed, were Benjamin the Son of Captain Za-
chary 'Gillam, and /ome others, from Bojlon, who were the fame Year
taken to Canada, whofe Journal of that Voyage the Author hath feen,
and thisCircumftance is mentioned in it, whichPerfons have been miftaken
for Major Gibbons and his Company.

, Vve arrived at the River Parmentiers the r rth of Augujl 86 Leagues;
, and was on the South Side Lake Belle on board' our Ships the 16th of
, Augujl" before the fine Town ConoJfet, where we found all Things well,
, and the honeft Natives of Conoffit had, in our Abfence, treated our
, People with great Humanity, and Capt. de Ronquillo anfwered their
, Civility and Juftice.'

We have been before told, that the Admiral went fixty Leagues u?
Los Reyes, which I take to be the whole Diftance between the Entrance
of Los Reyes to Conoffet in Lake Belle; and if we tranfpofe the' abov~
Words, , arrived at Parmentiers the eleventh of Auguft, and was on the
, South Side Lake Belle eighty-fix Leagues on board our Ships the fix-
, teenth of .duguft,' then we have the Diflances refpeEting every Part 'of d~
Fonte'S Courfethro' Land, from Los Reyes to Cono.ffet fixty Leagues, from
Conoffet to Lake de Fonte eighty.jix Leagues, from the Entrance of Lake
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de Fonte to the Streight of Ronquillo one Hundred and fixty Leagues".
from the Entrance of the Streight of'Ronquillo to -the Sea thirty-fix
Leagues. The Time that de Fonte was paffing down the Rivet of Par-
mentiers, and- the Time he took to return, are equal, which is plainly
owing to his being obliged to wait the Tides for getting over the Falls.
both Ways~ The Iixth of July they had entered the Lake de Fonte, and,

by the fifteenth were through the Streights of Ronquillo, and at the In-:
dian Town ~he Ieventeenth, fo they were eleven Days from their En-
trance into the Lake de Fonte; but in their return the f-ameWay only

nve, favoured by a ftrongCurrenf which the Wind occafioned to fet into,
the Lake, and having ~s much Wind as they could fly before" and now
tame directly back; whereas in their Paffage out they ha.d made fome
Delays; The Courfe "to CO'noffit bei-Ffg neareft North-cafe, l computeit
to Be in Lat.. 56 Deg. Long. ) i 86 z( from London. ' The Entrance of
Lake de Fonte (fuppofing the Courfe of the Rivet Patlhentte1:'s. and from,
ConoJfetEaft North Eaft) in Lat. 59° 4" Long. 113"'" The Entrance of
the Streights of Ronquillo Eaft North Eaft, in Lat. 6 f Deg. -S Min.
Long. 98 Deg. 48 Min. the Courfe through the Streights to enter the
Sea. North by Eaft, fuch Entrance 'to be iii:Lat. 62 'Deg. 48 Min. Long,
98 Deg. 2 Min. which Courfe muft De confiftent with de Fonte's Account'
that a ftrongCurrent fet in, as by this Courfe fuch Current mufl be accele-
rated, if it Iet to the Southward, oy the Wind from the N orthward, or if it.
was from the Southward.lwould be oppofed in going to the Northward.

De Fonte proceeds to giVe 'an :Acc-ount of the good Eftate in which
he found all Things on his Return, menti .ons the Honefty and Huma-
nity of the Natives, and the prudent Conduct of Captain RonqUillo,"
who anfwered their Civility and Juftice. For-they had, during the Time
of de Fonte's Abfence, procured, by dealing with the Natives, Store of
good Provifions to Ialt, Venifon, Fifh j alfo one Hundred Hogfheads of
Indian Maiz , befides the Servicethiswould be of on their Return, pro:
cured purfuant to de Fon'tls Order" it employed the People, with the'
other neceffary Work about "the Ships after fo long a RUb,. and 'kept
them from brangling 'witn the N ati:ves. The Natives were -a:lfo employed
'to their Interefi, 'which l'referved them in good Humotrr; and a Jufrice-
in deatiirg...preferved their Friendfhip. '
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~ The soth o£ 4ugu./l an Indian brought me a Letter to Conojlet, on

~ the Lake Belle, from Captain Bernardo, dated the I t th of Augujl,
, where he rent me Word he was- returned from his cold Expeditiou,
, and did aflure me ther.e was no Communication out of the Spanijh or
c .Atlantick Sea, 'by Davis Streight; for the N atives had conducted one
, of his Seamen to the Head of Davis Streight, which terminated in a

-( frefh Lake, of about 30 Mile .in Circumference, in the Seth Degree
, of North Latitude , and that there was -prodigious Mountains North
, of it, befides theNorth-weft from that Lake the Ice was fo fixed, that
, from the Shore to 100 Fathom of Wate-r, for ought he knew from .the
, Creation; for Mankind knew Iittle of the wonderful Works of God,
, efpecially near the North and South Poles: He. writ further, that he
, had failed from BaJ!et Inand North Ea£t, ~nd ,Eaft North Eaft; and
, North Eaft and by Eafl, to the 79th Degree of Latitude, and the
~ Land trended North, and the Ice refted on the Land.'

. The Orders Bernarda received were to fail up a River North and
North Eaft, North and North Weft, which River I fuppofe to have
emptied itfelf pear to Los Reyes into the South-eaft Part of the South
Sea ; and it is not uncommon, in America, ,that two great Rivers fhould
have their Entrances contiguous to each other; and I fuppofe ConabaJ-
fet, afterwards called BaJ!et, to be in Lat. 58 Deg. 10 Min. to .the Wef];..
-ward of Los Reyes in Long, 122 Deg. 9 Min. from London. The ~o~t:ie
up the River Haro North 14 Deg. Weft; and as ConoJJet is laid down in
Lat. 56 Deg. Long. 118 Deg. 2 Min. the Diftance from BaJ!et to Co-
noJ!et is one Hundred and feventy-feven Miles; the Courfe North 46
Deg. Weft. The Letter by the firft Me.ffenger was dated the z yth of
June, and is received the fourth Day, as he could not come a direct
Courfe, we may fuppofe he travelled fifty Miles a pay, which is an
extraordinary Allowance, the greateft Part by Water, and Light moft of
the Night. We know he would go Part by Water in Lake Belle, and
Lake Belle iifuing its Waters both .by Los Reyes and the River Par-
men tiers, muft receive fome confiderable Influx of Waters by which
it is formed, as well as to give' a conftant Supply of the \¥aters
that iifue from it, and which muft be principally or only from the
Northward,' for it cannot be fuppofed to receive its Waters from the
Southw.ard, and difcharge them there again, and wJ1)ch the Meifenger
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would make Ufe of as foon as poffible, and, come down Stream., The
fecond MefTenger, who is expretly mentioned to be an Indian, is nine
Days a. coming. But Bernarda mentions nothing as to.his Ship or Peo-
.ple in this Account, only fays he is returned from his cold Expedition,
therefore probably he fenn away' the Indian as -foon as he could after Ire
entered the River, which ran into the ,'Iartaria1z Sea, in Lat. 6,. If
,this was the Cafe, we may fuppofe that the Waters which came into the
Lake Belle head a great Way pp in the Country.

.Bernarda had Directions, "after he left Lake Valafca, to fail one Hun-
dred and forty Leagues Weft, and then four Hundred and thirty Leagues
North Eaft by Eaft to feventy-feven Degrees of Latitude. Bernardo,
in his Letter of the 27th of June obferves, there was a River eighty
Leagues in Length, not comprehended in his InftruCtions or Orders,
and emptied itfelf in the q'artarian Sea; and fays, in his Letter, of the
J rth of Auguji, that he failed from the Wand Ba.f!ct North-eaft; with that
'Courfe, when he entered the'Iartarian Sea, in Latitude 61, his Lon-
gitude would be 116 Deg. he then begins the Courfe de Fonte directed

- 'him, one Hundred and forty Leagues Eaft North Eaft; and he mentions
on his Return he had fteered that Courfe, keeping the Land aboard. So

'that Weft and the Land trending North Eafi, are Miftakes in the Publi-
'cation in I April; but the mentioning how the Land trended, Ihews he
'was then entering the Sea; for to talk of; Land, with refpect to a Ri-
-ver, is abfurd v and 'With the Courfe and Diftance he fteered would be
in Lat.' 63 Deg. 39 Min. and Long. 110 Deg. from London: Then he
fteers four Hundred and thirty-fix Leagues North Eaft and by Eaft, and that
brings him into Latitude 79 Deg. Long. 8'7 Deg. from London. But

-the Land trending North, and with Ice, which would be dangerous for
the' Periagos , and as the Land trended North, where he was appearing
to him to be the neareft Part he could attain to to go to the Head of

'Da'Uis Streight; and as to the Diftance over Land, and the Propriety
-of fending a Meffenger, the Indians would inform him , he fends a Sea-
man over with an Indian to take a Survey of the Head of fuch Streights,
by \.lS called Baffin's Bay; which N arne was not at that Time generally'
received. Which Seaman reports, that it terminated in the eightieth

,Degree 'of Latitude, in a Lake of about thirty Miles in Circumference,
with prodigious Mountains North of it, which indeed formed that Lake,

or
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or is a Sound, as that of Sir James Lancafier and of Alderman Jones;
and along the Shore, from the Lake North-weft, the Ice was fixed,
lying a great Diftance out, which was very confiflent with there being no
Inlets there, the Waters from which would have fer it off The Diftance
that the Indian and Sailor travelled would not exceed fifty Miles; and
their mentioning the high Mountains to Northward imply, that they
were in .a more level Country where they were to take this View. Light
all Night, the Snow off the Ground, and the Heighth of Summer there.
It is no vain Conjecture to fuppofe that the Journey was practicable,

'even if performed all the Way by Land, and much eafier, which is not
the leafl improbable, if they had an Opportunity of making Part of ir- by
Water: Bernarda proceeding thus far in the Tartarian Sea, and enter-

·ing in Latitude 6 I, is no Way contradictory to the Rujjian Difcoveries , .
.and by the Tartarian Sea is meant, the Sea which wafhes the Northern
·Coafts of C£'artary, and is fuppofed to extend round the Pole. Thofe
Difcoveries are agreeable to the JapaneJc .Map, as to the Norrh-eaft

': Parts of Ajia, and North-weft Parts of America, brought over by Kemper,
and in which Map there is expreffed aBranch of thecrartarianSea or Gulph,
extending to the Southward, agreeable to this Account of de Fonte. Who
calls it, with refpect to Ajia, the- North and Eaft Part of the Tartarian
Sea. Which compared with what de Fonte fays, as to failing down the
River to the North-eaft Part of the- South- Sea, thefe Exprefiions caft a
mutual Light on each other, and. that the Arcbipelagus of Saint Lazarus

-is a Gulph or Branch of the Sea, in the like Manner.

Places which are in one and the fame Latitude, have not an equal
Degree of Heat or Cold, or are equally fertile or barren, the Difference
in thefe Refpects chiefly confifts in their Situation. The Country of La-

.brador, which is to Eaflward of Hudfon's Bay, in Latitude 56, almoft as
high a Latitude as Port Nelfon, is a Country capable of being improved

·by Agriculture, and would fupply all the Neceffaries of Life, though
_intermixed with rugged and craggy Mountains. The Winter's not fo
[evere as in the more Southern Parts of Httdfln's Bay, as the Earth
is not froze there, as it is in the fame and lower Latitudes about that
Bay: Alfo People have wintered in the Labrador, wearing only their
ufual Chathing: Therefore drawing aParallel between Port Nelfon and

'Cono.§ct, as to the Infertility of one, therefore the other being in the
- . fame
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fame Latitude, could not produce Maiz to fupply Ronquillo, is an OJ)..
I jection which hath no Foundation in it. The higher the Latitude the

quicker is the Vegetation; and as Indian Corn or Maiz .may he ·planted.
and gathered in three Months in lower Latitudes, it may be in an equal
or lefs Time in higher Latitudes; in a good Soil. As to Port.Nelfon, or
York Fort, in Hadfon's B'ay, it is 'a low Countryt-hr-ough which two large
Rivers pafs, 'with the Bay in Front, 'and ncthieg- is certainly known af- ,

'the more inland Parts.

The phyfical -Obftacles -that are produced 'againft our giving Credit to
this Account of de Fonte, from the Depth of the Falls at the Entrance of
Lake Belle in t1~eRiver Parmentiers, and from the River Bernarda paITea.
'up, are, from not underftanding what is expreffed by the Word Falls
amongft the Americans. They mean by a Fall wherever there is the
leafl Declivity of the Water; and the Fall of thirty-two Feet in the Ri-
ver Parmentiers, doth not mean a perpendicular Fall, as the Objector
would have it underfleod, -however ridiculous to fup.pofe it, but eight

'~gradual Defcents, from the Beginning of which to the Extremity of the
!aft there was a Difference of thirty-two Feet, and which became level
'Or even 'at the Time -of high Water.

What Bernarda fays as to his cold Expedition, a Pelion ufed to the
'Climate of Peru might juftly fay fo, of the Nights and Evenings
.and Mornings, at -that Time ef the Year, in the Latitude of feventy-
nine, though temperate in Latitude fifty-fix; and the whole Difpofition
of the Country, the immenfe high Lands, their barren and defert Afpeet,
-in Places their Summits covered with perpetual Snow, the Ice fixed t-o
the Shores, Sheets of floa:ting Ice ,in the Waters, the immeafe Wands,
frequently feeing Whales, Sea-horfe, and a great Variety of the Inhabi-
tants of thofe Waters, which do not frequent -the Southern Parts: The
Whole a .Scene fa different from the Verdure and Delights of the Plains
about Lima, and from the pleafing Views that prefent thernfelves on Tun-
ning along the Coafts of Peru, Bernarda might well be affected 'With fuch
Scene as to exprefs himfelf, that Mankind knew little of the wonderful
'Works of God, efpecially near the North and the South .Poles. But he
was not fo ignorant as to report, that he faw Mountains of lee on the
Land, as well as in the Sea, though he rnight fee them forming'between

3 Points
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Points of Land, which jetted out into the Sea; and fuch a Column of
Ice would appear to- him as fomething very curious. '

~

That thefe Parts were inhabited does 110t appear, for it was a N ativc
of ConibaJ{et that conducted the Seaman over the Land; and,. at that
Seafon of the Year, the frefh Waters are thawed, no Snow on the'
low and level Lands, only on the extreme Summits of the Hills.

What is objected as to the Affability of the Inhabitants, that it is not
confiitent with the Character of. theJndians. ' Hofpitality is the Charac-
teriftick of the Indians towards Strangers, until fuch Time as they are
prejudiced from fome ill Treatment; and by the Account given by Sir
Francis Drake, as to the Indians of California, and by the Spaniards who
furveyed the Weftern Coafts, and the Iflands lying off, they are repre-

, feared in general as a kind, tractable People, and of a docile Temper.

As to the Difpatch ufed by Indians in carrying Exprefles, ~r their
Runners as they term them, to carry Meffages from one Nation to ano-
ther, they will gird themfe1ves up with the Rhind of Trees, and keep
going inceffantly great Difrances with a furprifing Agility Night and'
Day, taking little either of Sleep OF other Refrefhments, and keep' a.
direct Courfe, and in the Night fleereither by the Moon or Stars, Nor
iis there any Thing miraculous in thefe journeys, which the Expreffes.
performed, either as to Diftance or as to Time" elpecially as they paired
through a Country abounding with Waters, and which Country being in-
habited they could be fupplied with Canoes, or they would find Floats,
at the Places where they ufually pafs the Waters.

Bemard» meeting de Fonte at a Port up the River Rio los Rey.es, fhews.
he had Perfons aboard who could-direct him there, therefore muff have:

, 'been previoul1y there; and they can be fuppofed to he 0.0 other than the
.' jefuits, which is a further Proof of the Jefuits having been before in thefe

Parts. It was confiftent that the Ships fhould join and return home
together. From where Bernards came to with his Ship was .one Hun-
dred and twenty Miles to ConoJJe.t: His Letter from thence was dated,
the 29th of Augujl, and de Fonte failed the fecond of September: It m~

.be fnppofed the Letter came to Hand the firf] of Septcmpe.r:J,which is;
four
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fBur Days, and the Exprefs had now all the Way 'by Water, and moftly
againft Stream. - De Fonte, to, fhew that he had preferved the Affec-
tion of the Natives, mentions that he was accompanied with them;' and
they were of Affiftance to him in the Pilotage down the River. De'
Fonte adds, he had fent a Chart with the Letter, which is mifu,nderftood,
as if fuch Chart had come to the Hands of the Editors; which will,
make tbis much more dembnftrati'VC, were Words. added' by them; but it
was ufual in all the Naval Expeditions to have Perfons aboardwhom
they called Colmograpbtrs, to take Draughts of Places, and compofe
their Charts, and at that Time a very reputable Employment. ,

Miguel Vmegas, a Mexican Jefuit, publifued at Madrid in 1758, a Na-
tural and Civil Hiftory of California; a Tranflation of which was pub-
lifhed in London in 1759, in two V.olumes; and Vol. i. P. 185, fays,
, To this lEra -(the Iaft Voyage he mentions was in 1636) belongs the

_, Contents of a Paper publifued at London, under the Title of the N ar-
, rative of Bartholomew de Fuentes, :Commander in Chief of the Navy in
, New Spain and Peru, and Prefident of Chili, giving an Account of the
, moil remarkable Tranfactions and Adventures in this Voyage, for the
, Difcovery of a Paffage from the South Sea, to that of the North in the
So Northern Hemif phere, by Order of the Viceroy of Peru in -theYear 164°·
, This Writing contains feveral Accounts relating to California; but
"' without entering into long Difputes, let it fuffice to fay, that little
~ Credit is to be given to this Narrative. For the fame Reafon we have
, before omitted the Accounts of Voyages made from the South Sea to
" the North round beyond California, and thofe of a contrary Direction"
, of which an Account is. given by Captain Seixas and Lober», in Tbea-
, tro Naval, in Spanijh and French; .and particularly of that Spaniard
" who is fuppofed, in ehreeMonrhs, to have come from Puerto de No.,.
, vidad and Cabo Corientes to Lifbon. Thefe and other Accounts dif-
, perfed in different Books, we defignedly omit, as they want the necef- -
, fary Authenticity.',

This Work was publifued with a Defign to induce the Court of Spain
to 'a further Conqueft of, an intire Reduction of, and the full fettling
of California, as of the utmoft Importance to Religion and the State;
and one of the Arguments IS, for their immediate putting what he re-

commends
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commends in Execution, the repeated Attempts' of the Englijh to find
. a Paffage into the South Sea. And obferves, , Should they one Day fuc-

, ceed in this, why may not the EngliJh come down through their Con-
, quefts, and even make themfelves M~fters of New Mexico, &c.' which
implies, that be did not look on fuch an Attempt as void of 'all Hopes
of Succefs; and he again fays,' Whoever is acquainted with the pre-
e fent Difpofition of the EngliJh Nation, and has heard with what Zeal
, and Ardour the Project for aNorth-weft Paffage has been efpoufed by
, many confiderable Perfons, will be convinced that the Scheme is not
, roman tick, and it would not be furprizing if the Execution of it Ihould
, one Day come 'under Deliberation.' Thus artfully hints, Ihould .the
Scheme come -under Deliberation, the Event would be to be feared.,
and though 'he -afcribes his Opinion of its -not being romantick, is, to
many confiderable Perfons having efpoufed the Scheme, yet he tacitly ap-
plies to their own Knowledge, to what the Court of Spain knowsias to
this Paffage. He then proceeds, ' If this fhould ever happen,' the De-
liberation, ~, what would be the Condition of our Poffeflions?' The
Deliberation would, from Confequences that would follow on fuch a
Deliberation, endanger our Poffeffions.

OJ

Don Cortez informed the King, by a Letter of the 15th of.OClober.
J 524, that he was building two Ships, to get a Knowledge of the Coaft
yet undifcovered between' the River of P anaco and Florida, and. from
thence to the Northern Coaft of the faid Country of Florida, as far as
the Baccaloo, , It being certain, as he exprefles himfelf, .that on that
, Coafl is a Streight running into the South Sea'-' God grant that the
, Squadron may compafs the End for which it is defigned, namely, to
, difcover the Streight, which I am fully perfuade~ they will do, be-
, caufe in the Royal Concerns of your Majefty -nothing can 'be can-
, cealed; and no Diligence or Neceffaries fhall be wanting in me to ef-
, feet it.' Again,' I hereby inform your .Majefty,that by the Intelli-
, gence I have received of the Countries on the upper -Coaft of the
, fending the Ships along, it will be attended with great Advantage to
, me, and no lefs to your Majefty. But acquainted as I am with your
, Majefty's Defire of knowing this Streight, and likewife of the great
'.Service-it would be to your Royal Crown.' :Vol. i. P.130.

M Agreeable
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.Agreeaole to this Letter feveral Attempts were made by Sea to difco-

ver whether Florida was Part of the Continent, or feparated by a.Srreighr,
but whether Cortez: purlued. his Defign by fearching between Florida
along the Coaft of Baccaloos, Newfoundland, and the Terra de Labrador;
for a Streight,. by which there was a Paffage from the North to the
South Sea is uncertain. New Spain comprehended the Country from the:
Cape of. Labrador to the Cape de los Martires, or of Martyrs, oppofite to.
the Wand of Cuba. From thence. to the Streights of Magellan was,

called Florida ...

The King 0fPortugal; with a, View of finding a fliorter- Paffage tot-
thofe Parts of the Indies; which he had difcovered, than by the Cape of;
600d Hope; fenr.. in the Year fifteen Hundred, Gafper de Corte Real ro.,
the North of America, who landed Oil, the 'I'er:ra de Labradr;r;, atfr>gav.e
his Name -to a Promontory on that Coaft which he caned Prr;1'!I'OHterium:
Corteriale, The Name.of Labrador- implies a fertile-Country, and given
in Dift:inCtion from the high barren mountainous Country-to Northward.,
which Gafpcr, difcovered in Latitude fixty,. and to the Southward .of it.,
But this Diftinction feerns- to; have been .[oo.nJoft,. and the. Name.ofLa,-·
brador is now. given ito-the whole Coaft.

From the Knowledge we have of. tHere Parts we-mayconelnde., that:
the Promonterium Conteriale was what we ..at prefent name Cape Chidl~,
and the Wands de Demonias; where Gafper; loft a....Veffel, , thofe Iflands
now named But/on's Wands; . and it was Hudfon's Streights to, which he
gave the Name of the River of. the Tbree. Brotbers., though the Reafon.
of his giving that N arne is not.known.to us. . .

We may perceive from thisAccount of Gafper's V oyage, ..who did 'nor
proceeu to Weftward tD make a Paffage, but coafted down the main,
Land, the Accounts. of their being a Portuguefe who- made. a VQy,age
through the Streights of Anian". calling. a. Promontory· after his Name
Promonter:ium Corter-iale,. hath:. had,[ome. Foundation in T:ruth;~ and-,·in,
what is [aid by Frijius, an antient G.eographer, calling it the Streights

)C of 'r~!e:JJ.?:3thers~ia1p whl£t1.Jh~;yt~E;!J;np~) becaur~ three
Brothers had paired through. a Streight from the N01'th t!t the: South Sea;
It is aHa apparent that the Name of ..Iinian was £irft given by Gafper

Cor.terialis



Corterialis (for tome particular Reafon unknown to us) to ihatPart,
which is now Hudfon's Streights, Though in Time this became a ,proper'
Name 'to exprefs a Streight by which there is a Pa{fage- 'from the.North
to' the South Sea', and is contended for to be the propet Name of
-the Streight that divides Ajia from America, by which there is a Corn-
-munication with the T'art arian .and Southern Ocean. After a Difcovery
of -thefe Coafts 'had been made to Northward, the following Year the
King-of Portugal fent Americus f7eJPujinoto Southward, to difcoverthe
Land there.

Cortez's Defigns feem to have their Foundation in thefe Expeditions
of the P.ortuguefe; but it was not until after the Year ,1513. that ,the
South Sea was difcovered, and the Portugueze had difcovered .the Mo-
luccas, that the finding a Streight to the Northward, by which a Paffagc
.might be made to the South Sea, became a Matter of particular Atten-

tion, and was the firft and principal Object of Cartez'sAttention after

.he had become Mafter of the Capital of Mexico in 152"1; and this Opi-
nion of a Paffage to Northward continued during the Reign of Cbarles
.the Fifth. Who in the Year 1524- fent from Old Spain .to difcover a Par-
fage to the Moluccas- by the North of America, without Succefs , but
Efieuen Gomez, who was fent on that Expedition, brought fome Indians
horne with him. Then in the Year 1526C,harles the Fifthw.rote to,Cor~
fez, in Anfwer to his Letters, ,and orders him to fend the Ships at Za-
capila to difcover ~ Paflage from Netu Spain to the Moluccas.

From this Time, the Year 1526, theOpinion of there being.a Streight
was generally received, though on what Foundation .does .not appear.
lx,was certainly' on [orne better Reafon than GaJPer'sDifcoveries'; and a
Confideration of the Importance fuch a Paffage would be of to the King
.of Spain with refpect to the Spice Wands. It is.confiftent with the Cha-

'ratters of the Emperor. Gbarles the Fifth, and of;Cortez"when 'there were
.fo many other folid Projects to purfue and this was preferred, to fuppofe
.that they fhouldgo, at that Time, on ameer vifionary Scheme.

The fame Opinion ofa Pa1rage to Northward .prevailed in .the Time
. . ,

·of.Philip ..the Second, and in the Year 1596 he Ient Orders.to the Vice-
M 2 roy
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roy of Mexico for difcovering and making Settlements in proper Parts of
California, and one Reafon affigned was, ' There was much Talk-about
, the Streight of rlnian, through which the South Sea was faid to, com- '
'" municate with that of the North, near Newfoundland; and Ihould the
, Englifh find out a praCticable Paffage on that Side" our Dominions,
, which then included all PortugueJe India, would be no longer fecure,
c all the Coafl: from Acapulco to Culiacan being quite defencelefs, and
, 'from Culiacan Northward, not one lingle. Settlement was made on the'
'" whole Coaft.' Hiit, CaL V. i. P.,.1'63~ That now not only the Opi-
nion -of there, being a Streight prevailed" but it was alfo fixed as to the
Part; and:hadthe Name of .dnian;,

The Opinion" of' a Paffage frill exifled in the Reign of l'hilip the-
Third; and the fame political Motives induced him to order the Con-·
queft. of California to be undertaken with, all poffible Expedition; and,
one Reafon affigned is; ' His Majefly alfo found among other Papers a,
c', Narrative' delivered by fame Foreigners to his Father, giving an' Ac--

, c· count of many remarkable Particulars which they faw in that Country,
c' when driven thither by Strefs of Weather from the Coaft of Newfound:'
c· land;' adding, they had' 'paffed from the North Sea to the South, by
.' the Streight of .rlnian, which lies beyond Cape Mendocino; and that
c'they had arrived at a populous and opulent Citryr, waned and well
c" fortified, the Inhabitants living under a' regular Policy, and were a fen-
': fible and courteous People;' with many. other, Particulars well. worth
,. a further Enquiry.' It muft he confidered this is given us in-the Hi,,,
ftory of California" V>ii. P. 239, from the Monarchia Indiana of Juan
iorquemada; a' learned FranciJcan, publifhed at Madrid in 1613, and
republifhed iii 17'23;Vol. i. P.629; That a Paper of.this Sortwasfound
in the Cabinet of Philip. the Second, was thought- deferving .the Atten-
tion of Philip' the Third. However the Matter of it-is reprefented here;
farnoth1ng could be publiihed but what was firft perufed and altered,
fa as to rnakeir confiftent witli the' Interefc of Holy-Church; the State;
or good Manners.. before it was licenfed, fuch-Paper mnft have contained
fome materiaHntdligence' as to a Pa.fTage ;' and' it is .faid to ,have con~
tained Jomeremarkable Particulars. Neither would the Work have been,
licenfed, if what is related; as to' their, having been· [ueh a Paper" had.

Dot be(!nC tr·ue._ ~
crorquemada~



:r'orquemada, Vol. i, P.20, quotes Francifco Lopez de Gomara, deemed'
a carefulWriter, and Author of the Hiftory of the Indies. Who fays the ~

·Snowy.Mountains are in forty Degrees, .and the furthermoft Land that is
.laid down in our Maps; but the Coaft runs to the Northward until it.
comes to form an Ifland by the Labrador ~ or as feparated from Greenland;
and this Extremityofthe Land is fiveHundred and ten Leagues inLength ..

f

As to what is faidas to the Latitude of forty Degrees in this Quota-
tion froin.Gomar~, :T'orquemadahath prefixed a Map to his Work, agree·
able. to. that formed .by. the King's Cofmographers, .in.iwhich he hath :
made the.moft Weftern and,Northern Part of, the Land in alrnofl forty-
-feven Degrees; and then the-Land trends to the Eaftward, .and the Ser -r

ras Neuadas are reprefented. to. extend. a great Length' along the .Coaft, .
'and to Latitude 57~Degrees. _Mentions, Vol..i. P. 16, the Royal Cofmo-
graphers do not infert-any Thing in. their Charts. of the Sea Coafts but
what they have-upon-Oath, or-from creditablePerfons; and' They make
, -a Supputation-jn the Northern Parts of Iflands..which do not lie near or
, .contiguous to the Lands oi.Earope ; as!to which Iflands, not Iong.Iince .
'difcovered,. the one is. called Iceland, the. other Greenland, which are
, -the Bounds" Limits, or .Mar ks, that. divide. the Land. of .the Indies
",from any-other·P.art. howfoever Iituated or dilpofed ;'- afterwardsob- -
ferves, whichIflands are- not far from the .Labrador ; from which it is ;
,plain.he ·calls Ameri£a an Ifland.. And this is. agreeable, to what A.cofta
fays, in rheSenfe-which I ·underftand him, that !i2.!f.ivir.aand .rlnian extend
to the Weftern Extremity -of America.; and -that __the Extremity. of the
Kingdom of: Anian to the.North extends under the Polar or Artick Circle,
-and.. if theSea did not prevent it, would be' found to join the Countries
of g'artary andCbina ; and the Streight of Anian takes its Couric,through,
the Northern Region, .underthePolar.Circle, towards Greenland,1celand,
England, and .to .the Northern .Parts of Spain .. By Greenland I under-
ftand the Land to Northward, which is the North Part of Hudfon'
Streights,-"and Cumb.erland-,Ines·; and that-this Streight fhould determine
l1ere is agreeable to what Cortez .fay:.;he would fend to fear.ch as far as?
the Baccallaos, (which was a, Name .given ~y Cabot. in J 49.6) for the
Streight by which he expetl:.ed.a PafTage from the North to the South Sea.
By Iceland ,ismeant; as is appare'nt from aView of fuch Map hereunto an- -
nexed, the,Land· to Northward .ofCape Farewel, or the Proper Greenla/1d.

Comara"
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'Gotriara mentions thefe Wands had not been' long, difcovered, "It is' ap-
J,pa1~entfrom the Map, that, they, had .a very. imperfect Account of thefe
.Difcoveries, which were made by Frobifher _and Davis, who alfo .were far
'fr~m being.exact in their Computations of the Longitude.

In this' Map prefixed to 'Torquemaaa's Work, and here annexed, the
Southern Part of Newfoundland is laid-down in Lat. 55, nine Degrees more

·to the Northward than it Qught to be, forwhich Reafon theLabrador,Green-
land,'.and Iceland, are placed much further to Northward 'than they ought
to be placed, and are made to extend beyondthe Polar Circle, It is from
this Suppofition of Newfoundland being.in .fo high a.Latitude that .Acl)fta
fays, the Strei'gbt of Anian takes its Courfe .through the Northern R~,-
gien under the Polar Circle towards Greenland and Iceland. In the fame
Map the, extrerneft. Point of California, anfwerable to Cape St. Lucas, is

laid down in Longitude 105 Degrees from the Meridian of Ferro, and
-the Extremity of the Land .ro Weflward a Cape to Northward of Cape
Fortunes, but to which no Name is given, and in Latitude 47, is placed
in 135 Degrees from the Meridian of Ferro; the Difference of Longitude

.is 30 .Degrees. Ihis Map, publifhed by Torquemada, was conflructed
before, the Year 1612, therefore prior to a Map publifhed in Holland in

_16 I9, \under the Title of Nova T.otius Orbis Defcriptio, prefixed to the
Voyage of George ~pilb_ergen, in which the Errors of 'l'orquema.da's Map,
as to the Situation of Newfoundland, and rhe Places to Northward are

·corrected; .yet great Errors are .committed as to the Parts to Wefrward
·of America, making eighty-five Degrees of Longitude berween Cape St.
Lucas and the Extremity of the Land to- Weftward and Northward in
Lat. 42; and ninety-five Degrees between Cape St. Lucas and the Ex-
tremity of'.the.Land neareft to Ajia. The Reafon of this Difference is

,plain, they both err with refpect to thofe Parts, of which .they had" not
·authenticated Accounts.

Cortez wrote to the' Emper,or that he had fent People on .Difco-
very, both by' Land and Water, it was not defigned that their .Dif-

.coveries Ihould be communicated, as .Cartez intended to turn them
-to his own private Advantage. But when.Mendoza fitted out two A1=-
maments, one by Land under the Command of Coronado, and the
other by Sea under .rllqrcon , Alarcon was ordered to Latitude 53, to

join the Land .Forces, and. to make a .Survey of the .Coaft, and' fee if
.there
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thet~_was a Paflage or aCommunication by Water, through thofe Coun-·
tries which Coronada· was to difcover and fubdue, with the South Sea. As
to Coronado, the Francifcans had been before 'inthofe. Parts, and they
gave Information and Direction as to his Part of the Expedition; .but as .
to the Part that Alarcon had, .on what Information he was ordered to 0-0 •. b

to Latitude 53,. and what Probability there was that it was. poffible .for >

him to find fuch Paffage, and join the Land Forces, .does not appear ..
Hut from his not finding fuch Paffage, .not joining the La:lid Forces, and :
proceeding no fur.ther than the Lat. 36, though his. Reafon for not go.ing :
further is" that the Land' then, trended to the Northward,: which,
he fupppfed. would .put· him further. off from the Army, whom he.
knewwere in ten. Days March oLhim,and the Excufe of Sicknefs. and
ill Condition of ,his Veffels,. occafioned . him to return before his.·
Time; y~t his Conduct threw the. whole.Difgrace of.the ill Succefs crl:.
that Expedition on Alarcon, both with. the Emperor and the .Viceroy:
And what he wrote to the Emperor .was, not attended to. He wrote to .
the Emperor, ..' .That it was. .for him only~andhot in 'Subordination to
"the Viceroy, ,that, he had 'conquered, .difcovered, and entered on. the ~
,. Cali/or1tias, and all. thofe Lands on. the Coafts of .the South Sea; that

I

• he' had learnt .that fome ..of thofe Lands were not far from the Coafls
"of Grand. Cbina., that. there was. but a Imall. Navigation. to the .Spice
, Wands, .which he knew was wifhed for at that Trine; .that it engaged
',all .his Thoughts, .and .was his. rnoft ardent Defirero undertake fuch,
'~N avigation.'. Torque». Vol..i. P. 609~.

On Alarcon's Return J.uan- Rbdriquc de. Cabrillo .was. fitted 'our.. who
went as. far. as, Lat. 4+ . Sicknefs, Want of .Provifions, and his Ships •.;
not being of fufficiear Strength for thofe Northern Seas, obliged him to
return, ..though .he.was defigned.to go further to Northward .. The Ships
returning, from the Philippines, which was alfo an Expedition in the Time
of Viceroyfhip of Mendoza, fell in with the Land in Lat. ~p,.~nd found
it. aH to be crerr.:aFirma., from ·a Cape there; .which they .named Mendo-:
cino to the .Port of La Navidad. In· 1602 Vizcaino went, and then the .
Difcovery . was made by Martin _de Aguilar; and .crorquemada tells us, ,
Vol. i. Lib. 5. P. 725. That if there had not been, only fourteen healthy'
P.ertons when ...they were at Cape Blanco, they were refolved to p~fs thro'
the Streight, which they named ./inian, and which Streight .is faid tQ be
there; and P. 719, fp~akin.g .of ..the Entrance of Martin Aguilar, it is r.

4- ,. \.mderfi:ood ;
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thet~_was a Paflage or aCommunication by Water, through thofe Coun-·
tries which Coronada· was to difcover and fubdue, with the South Sea. As
to Coronado, the Francifcans had been before 'inthofe. Parts, and they
gave Information and Direction as to his Part of the Expedition; .but as .
to the Part that Alarcon had, .on what Information he was ordered to 0-0 •. b

to Latitude 53,. and what Probability there was that it was. poffible .for >

him to find fuch Paffage, and join the Land Forces, .does not appear ..
Hut from his not finding fuch Paffage, .not joining the La:lid Forces, and :
proceeding no fur.ther than the Lat. 36, though his. Reafon for not go.ing :
further is" that the Land' then, trended to the Northward,: which,
he fupppfed. would .put· him further. off from the Army, whom he.
knewwere in ten. Days March oLhim,and the Excufe of Sicknefs. and
ill Condition of ,his Veffels,. occafioned . him to return before his.·
Time; y~t his Conduct threw the. whole.Difgrace of.the ill Succefs crl:.
that Expedition on Alarcon, both with. the Emperor and the .Viceroy:
And what he wrote to the Emperor .was, not attended to. He wrote to .
the Emperor, ..' .That it was. .for him only~andhot in 'Subordination to
"the Viceroy, ,that, he had 'conquered, .difcovered, and entered on. the ~
,. Cali/or1tias, and all. thofe Lands on. the Coafts of .the South Sea; that

I

• he' had learnt .that fome ..of thofe Lands were not far from the Coafls
"of Grand. Cbina., that. there was. but a Imall. Navigation. to the .Spice
, Wands, .which he knew was wifhed for at that Trine; .that it engaged
',all .his Thoughts, .and .was his. rnoft ardent Defirero undertake fuch,
'~N avigation.'. Torque». Vol..i. P. 609~.

On Alarcon's Return J.uan- Rbdriquc de. Cabrillo .was. fitted 'our.. who
went as. far. as, Lat. 4+ . Sicknefs, Want of .Provifions, and his Ships •.;
not being of fufficiear Strength for thofe Northern Seas, obliged him to
return, ..though .he.was defigned.to go further to Northward .. The Ships
returning, from the Philippines, which was alfo an Expedition in the Time
of Viceroyfhip of Mendoza, fell in with the Land in Lat. ~p,.~nd found
it. aH to be crerr.:aFirma., from ·a Cape there; .which they .named Mendo-:
cino to the .Port of La Navidad. In· 1602 Vizcaino went, and then the .
Difcovery . was made by Martin _de Aguilar; and .crorquemada tells us, ,
Vol. i. Lib. 5. P. 725. That if there had not been, only fourteen healthy'
P.ertons when ...they were at Cape Blanco, they were refolved to p~fs thro'
the Streight, which they named ./inian, and which Streight .is faid tQ be
there; and P. 719, fp~akin.g .of ..the Entrance of Martin Aguilar, it is r.
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.underflood to be a River, by which you may pafs to -a great City, which
the Hollanders difcovered coming through -the Streight, which is the,

, Streight of Ani an, and which City, he fays, was named !2.,uivira.

Thefe Voyages, and we have Account~ of, no others, 'could not have
furnifhed the Cofmographers the principal Materials for cornpofing their
Map, and it, muft have been agreeable to thofe Materials, befides the
Accounts of thefe Voyages fenr to Old Spain, that they fet . down the
utmoft Limits.of t~e Wefrern Coaft to be in the Longitude of 135

.Degrees from the Meridian of Ferro. Therefore it was, their. Opinion
at that Tin~e that one Hundred and thirty-five Degrees was near the

.Difference of .Longitude of the Entrance of the Streight of Ani;n in
the South Sea, accounting the Longitude from the Meridian of Ferro.
For which Reafon the Spaniards can never be underftood to mean by the
Streight of Anian the Streight which feparates Afia and America, now
mimed Beering's Streight, and by which there is a Communication be-
tween.the Sea of 'Tartary, or the-Frozen Ocean, and the S.outh Sea.

"It is fomethingTemarkable, and fupports what hath been before faid
as to Deficiency of the Spanijh Records, what Jefuit Venegas, the Author
of the Hiftory of California, fays, Vol. ii. P. 228, , I was extremely

" defirous of finding Capt. Seb~jlian Vizcaino's Narrative, and the Re~
, :prefentations of the Council to his Majefty Philip the Third, efpecially
, theMaps, Plans, 'Charts of his Voyage_ and Difcoveries, in order to
, communicate the "Whole to the Publick. ' Accordingly at my Requeft
, Search was made in the Secretary's Office of the Council of the Indies:

" But in thisIntention of being ferviceable to the Publick I have been
"difappointed.' And he again obferves, on the Governor at Cinalaa
;being ordered to ,paf~ over and take a Survey of the Coafls, Iflands,
.Bays, Creeks, and the Difpofition of the Ground of California, in the
Year 1642, Vol. i. P. 188, , There would have been little Occafion,

" fays he, for this preparatory Survey, after fo many others which had
, 'been continually making for above a Century, had the Reports, Nar-
, ratives, Charts, Draughts and Maps, which were made, or Ihould
, have been made, by fo many Difcoveries frill continued in being.
, But thefe are-the Effects of a Want of a proper Care in preferving Pa-
, pers, a Fault to be regretted by Perfons in Power, to whom they
[; .would be of Service .in .the Conduct of Affairs, and by private Per-

" fons,



.( ions, on the Account of their Intereft, or as Entertainments of a com':
~ mendable Curiofity.'-' But by the Lois of fome Papers, either thro'
, a Change in the Government, or Irregularity in the Records, the whole
, Advantage of an Expedition is loft.'

From this Declaration by one who being a J efuit, and of Mexico,
compofing a Work entirely for the publick Service, under the Direction
of the Jefuits; by their Influence. could attain the Sight of any Papers
which were thought interefting as to the Work he was compofing , and
his lafl Reflection' is not confined to .the Records of Old Spain only; it
is apparent what uncertainty there is of attaining any Evidence from fuch
Records, as to the Difcoveries made in the' firfl Century after the Con-
quell: of Mexico, and for a long rime after. The Narrative of Vizcaino's
Voyage, and every Thing thereto relaxing, as to any remaining Records
might have become difputable, had not Torquemada collected it, and pub-
lifhed it amongft other Accounts; yet what Torquemada hath preferved
is' but imperfect, as is apparent from a Journalof that Voyage, preferved
in a private Hand at Manilla, and a Sight of large Extracts from
which the Author hath been favoured by a Gentleman in London. It is
owing to what Torquemada and fome others have collected of the Ac-
C-ounts which the Religious were the Authors of; that the Publick have
the Accounts of thole Parts; bu~ fuch Voyages and Accounts as have

.not met with the fame Means of 'being preferved, the Publick, from
fucl~ Neglect, know nothing of them. It is plain from Comara's Ac-
count, -alfo from Acofla's, that great Difcoveries had been made in thefe
Parts, but as to many of fuch Difcoveries, by whom is not known;
and Venegas fays, Vol. i. P. 30, the River Santo Tbome was difcovered in
the Year t684; , And tho' I do not find, fays he, in the Narratives of
, of that Expedition (of Admiral Otondo) that Otondo ever went afhore
, only to vifit the Harbours of the Eaftern Coaft and the Gulph; yet
, from the ardent Curiofity of Father Kino, and the great Concern he
, had in the Affairs of California, I cannot think that he Ihould be
, miftaken in any Particular relating to the Difcovery: That Father

Kino, both in his large Manufcript Map, and likewife in the lefier Irn-:
, preflion, places the River of Santo 'Thome as rifing between the z6t.h
., and 27th Degrees of N. Latitude, and, after croflingihe whole Penin-

N ' fula,
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, fula, difcharging 'itfe1~ into the South Sea, in the 26th Deg. and form-:
, ing at its Mouth a large Harbour, which he calls Peurto de Anno Neuuo;
, being difcovered in. the Year 1685. On both Sides the River are'
, Chriftian Villages, as is evident from their Names; Santiago, Santa- .
, Innocentes, &c. yet, in the Accounts of that Time, I do not meet with
, any Intelligence of this Difcovery , to which 1 muft add, that in the
, Iubfequent Relations no mention is made of any fuch River, Settle-:
, ments or Harbours, though even little Brooks, are taken Notice of.'.
And he obferves many other Difficulties occur about this Coaft. This"
Harbour made by the River Santo Thome, is evidently that which dei'
Fonte and others call Ohriflabel. Some Settlements had been made there,_
as thefe Names were. given, but either deferred from the. Barrennefs of
the Country, or had been onlyfrequented by thofe who went out private.
Adventurers, in order 'to trade with the Natives. But as to which Ri- .
ver, Settlements and Harbour, were not the Names preferved by Fa-· .
ther Kina, it would not have been known that any Perfons had been in
thofe interior Parts of California, or that there were fuch Rivers and.
Harbours. Father X/no looked .upon.it as .a Thing fa well known, as
he had no Occafion to defend himfe1f, by giving the Reafon of his'
inferting thofe Names to protect himfelf from the Reproach of Pofte-
rity. And Venegas before. tells us, that as to the Difcoveries which had.
been made for a Century palled, .the Papers were loft..

Between the Year Iixteen Hundred and eighty-five.. and. the Timeof
. Vmegas's Publication, though in the Year Iixteen Hundred and eighty-
five, it was well known that there was fuch aRiver as St. Tbome, thisRi-
vcr is exploded our of the Maps by the Geographers,. on Account of the
Uncertainty, not duly confider.ing thatthere was as full a Proof as could
be required with refpect to fa unfrequented a Part. The Account being
from a Perf on whofe Bufinels it was to make Obfervations there, who
had been fo laborious' and accurate as to difcover, what had been fo
lana defired to be known, whether Cal/I'ornia was an Iiland or not aso j' ,

to which he was believed; and the Truth hath been confirmed by later
Obfervations of what he had reported, That it was noran Wand. Therefore
tl ere was no Foundation for anyUncertainty in this Cafe, the fame as

with refpect to the Letter of de Fonte, owing to the Neglect of a pro-

per



;per Enquiry into the Cird.unftances relating to it, by fuch an Inquiry the
,Uncerrainty would have been-removed.

What hath been faid is to thew that the Argument on which fo great
a Strefs is laid, that there is no Account of this Voyage amongft the
Spa'nijh Records, is an Argument of no Weight againft the Authenticity
<of this Account; and that as a Publication of this Voyage was not per-
mitted" an Account of fuch Voyage could not be perpetuated by the Re-
ligious, the only probable Means at that Time of preferving it from Ob,,
.Iivion. As it was intended what was the Effect of this Expedition ihould
be kept a Secret, it is not confiftent there ihould be many written Ac-
counts of it; the Officers concerned would be cautious of letting Tran-
fcripts be made from their Journals , and it may be attributed to an ex-
traordinary Accident, rather than to what _could be expected, that a
Copy of the Letter of de Fonte fhould ever come into the Poffeffion of. ,the Englijh..

-Thefe Obfervations being previoufly made, we are better enabled to
confider, what we have before inferted, the Objection of Venegas for not
inferring this Account of de Fonte, as being of little Credit; but he feerns
rather to wifh that we would. be of his Opinion, than to imagine that
he could convince us by any Arguments; therefore excufes himfelf as
to the Length of the Difpute he might be engaged in. His Manner of

-- expreffing himfelf with refpeCt to this Difappointment in the Secretary's
'Office, ihews he hath a Manner of Addrefs that his Words will admit of
a further conflructive Meaning than what is fet down. The principal Ob-
ject of his Writing is to incite the Court of Spain to prepare in Time
againft the ill Confequences of the EngliJh making a Difcovery of a Par-
faae; and he is to be underflood, that it is not only his Opinion thatb _

the finding of Iuch a Paffage is practicable, but he apprehends it is of
the Opinion of the Court alfo. peclares, that fuch Opinion hath pre-
vailed from the firft fetding of Mexico, and that there really is a PaRage
in fuch a Manner as a Perfon who publifhed an Account of this Sort
would be permitted to exprefs himfelf, to have it pafs the Approbation
of the Licenfer , and does not defire to fiipprefs the Account of de Fonte,
as it is an abfolute Contradiction to what he would infer, there being a

N 2 Pafiag



Paffage, and in fuch Letter it is declared there is no North-weft Paffage.
For he muft have had further and better Authorities forhis Affertions
of there being a Paffage than fuch, as that fingle Affertion would pre-
vail againfr. But defired to fupprefs this Account, as it was an Account
'which he knew it was more confiftent with the Defigns of the Court, it

_Ihould be continued in Oblivion than revived. Mentions it therefore as
the Contents of a Paper publifhed in London, which contained a N arrative
of little Credit; and to give the better Authority 'to What 11eIays, as he-
could not trufl to the Opinion that might be had of fuch Account on
a fair Repreientation of the Title; to fupport the Character he gave of-
it, therefore ufes Art, mifreprefenting fuch Title; fays it was by OrtliJ'c:rif -r

the Viceroy of Peru, in the Tear 1640' and giving an Accoont of the. mo):;'
material.erranjaftions and Adventures in tbis Voyage. W,,-s the -Letter fo-
entituled, the err-an/actions and .ddventur-es of a Commander in Chief of'
the Navy, in New Spain, he would not be Iingular ia his Opinioncbut,
it would be underftood by everyone as a Romance" and not defet\ving'~

of Credit.

..
This Mifreprefentation is intentionally -done , for if he never faw.

the Letter, or had not a right Account of it, on what Authority could.
he affert it was of little Credit; and that it would engage him .in a-
long Difpute , a Diipute which his Sagacity would point out to him
how to determine in a very few Lines, by proving that there was no... '

fuch Perf on as de Fonte, Admiral of New Spain ; which it 'was in his"
Power to do had it been the Cafe. But _what he mentions is fa far from
a Denial of there being fuch a Perf on Admiral of New. Spain, that he
gives us the Name, and fets forth the Character de Fonte was in, in a.
more proper Mariner than we have it expreffed in the Title- of the Let-
ter. Bartholomew de Fuentes, Commander in .Cbie] of the Navy in New
Spain and Peru, and Prefldent of Chili; and he is to be underftood not
to mean that there was no fuch Perfon, but that the Narrarive is not
credible as to any fuch Voyage having been made by Admiral de Fonte.

By a Schedule of the King of Spain in 1606 to the Governor of the
Philippines, Vizcaino was to be again fitted out to difcover a Harbour
on the Weflerrr Coaft of California, for the Reception of the Aquapuko

Ship;
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Ship , but the Death nf Vizcaino prevented that Defign being carried into
Execution; as the Court had found fo many Difappointments, and fuch
ill Succefs in thefe Undertakings, they did not.think proper to entruft it
ro any other Perfon in ",l~ Philippines or New Spain. And Venegas fays,. ,
Rift of Ca]: VoL i\). 180. ' During the fucceeding nine Years incon-
e Iiderable Voyages only were made to California, and thefe rather to fifh.
, for Pearls, or procure them by Barter, th~n to make any Settlement".
", and therefore they have been thought below. any, feparate Account,
e- efpecially as. -in the fubfequent Royal Commiffions they are only men- '
·'-·tioned in g~neral without any Circumftances.', Though Commiffions

were given to go into' thefe Parts, .without any Account remaining to
Whom, and on what particular Occafion , it is not to be doubted as in all
Commiffions of this Nature they would be under an Obligation to make
a.Report .to.the Court, .and it is, not .to- be underftood that thefe Com-
miffions were. continued for nine Years only; and therefore what hath '
been faid as to Parmentiers and the jefuits, their having been in,
thefe Parts,.is not the leaft improbable. ' By thefe .Commiffions they
were not .confined to the Gulph of California, is evident from Father
Kino, as- already mentioned, giving Names in his Map to Villages, or
occafional Settlements rather, on the River Santo Tbome.: And he fays,
P. 299, what made Father Kino defirous .of difcpvering whether California
was an Ifland or not,' That all the Moderns had placed it as an Ifland,
, the~e being extant alfo fame Journals of Mariners, according to which
~,.they went round California through a Streight" and gave the Parts and,
'Places through which they palled their own Names.' It appears from
this Account they were permitted, by thefe 'Comrniflions, to rove about,
though not to make Settlements, .induced by their private Advantage,
and the Advantage to the Government was from their D.ifcoveries. Alfo
Vol. i. P. 182, he mentions,' .That a great many private Perfons, from
"the Coaft of Culiacan and Chametla, made Trips in fmall Boats to the
,. Coaft of California, either to fifh for Pearls, or purchafe them of the .
". Indians;' which is agreeable to de Fonte's Account of the Matter and
Mariners be procured at Zalagtta and Compoftilo. We may alfo obferve
what the Miffionaries fay, as to the Tides at the Head of the Bay, which.
ftill adds to the Authenticity of this Account. 'In thole Parts the Tide

5 ' fhifts
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, ihlfts every fix HOUfS ; the Flood, with a frightful- Ini.petuofity, nfes
, from three to Ieven Fathoms, overflowing the flat Country for fame

.<; Leagues, and the Ebb .neceffarily returns with the fame dangerous
" Violence.-However the Pilot went on Shore in the Pinnace, at feve-
, .ral Parts, in order to make a complete Drawing of -it for his Chart ,
" W'lS equally convinced that this Cape was the Extremity of the Gulph
, of California, and that the Waters beyond it were thofe of the River
'Colorado.' Therefore it was, from the exact Obfervation of the Tide
.which this Pilot took fo much Pains to make, an unfettled Point from
whence the Tide proceeded. Which, at the Time of de Fonte's Expedi-
tion, was [aid to come from the Northward, agreeable to the then ,pre-
vailing Opinion of California being 'an Ifland. .According to the ufual·
Practice, though the true Caufe of a Phsenomena is unknown, to quote
that Phsenomena that favours a Syftern which there' is a Defire to efta-
blifh as a Truth, not only in fupport of but to confirm fuch Syflern,
as to render the Truth of it. unqueflionable.

After Vizcaino's Death, arid though the Court of Spain was difappoinred
· as to finding able and fufficient Perfons in New Spain whom they could
-, intruft, yet Adventures were made by private Perfons, at their own Ex-

pence, both for Difcovery and Settlements; yet thefe could not be un-
dertaken without the PermifIion of his Majefty, who had taken it into
his own Hand to grant fueh Comrniflions, and moftly required a Voyage
to Old Spain to attain them; and the next Expedition that was made, at
the Crown's Expence, was conducted by an Admiral from Old Spain,
who arrived in New Spain in 1.643, Admiral Ca./Ja;iate; with full Power

· and N eceflaries to equip a Fleet, and make Settlements in California;
and he failed on fuch Expedition in 164+ By which. it is apparent
that there were Ships at that Time in New Spain, proper for fuch Ex-

· peditions. As' he came into thefe Parts within three Years after de
Fonte's Expedition, and took the Command as Admiral of New Spain
when he arrived, it is to be fuppofed the Expedition Ca./Janatewas fent
on was too fatiguing for de Fonte, who was therefore retired to his Go-

"vernment of Chili. , In the Year 1649 Admiral Ca./Janate, in Reward for
;,his Services, beingafter the fame Manner promoted to the Government

.6 of
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of cuu. de Fonte muft be dead at that Time. This Circumftance fixes
the Period in which the Copy of this Letter was taken.

As what Venegas fays as to the Account (which Account hath been
before mentioned) given by Seyxas) L07:Jera,.as to- its wanting the necefe
fary Authenticity. Befides the ufual Licences, wherein the Licencers
declare there is nothing contrary to good Manners', and bcfides being
dedicated to the King in his Royal and Supreme Council of the Indies,
Seyxas's Book hath the Licence and-Approbation of the Profeffor ofDi-
vinity in the Univerfity. of Alcara, Preacher -to the King, and Principal
of a College of Jefuits in Madrid .. Hath alfo the Approbation and Li-
cence of the Profeflor of Erudition and Mathematicks in the Imperial
College of the Company of the J efuits at Madrid. What unfavourable
Opinion foever we may entertain of the Principles of thefe Perfons,: we
muft have fuch an Opinion of their Prudence, that they would not fign
their Approbation to a Book while it COntained an unneceffary Lie,
which could be eafily expunged, or until they were fa~isfied as to the
Authenticity of this Account which Seytcas gives of Pecbe's Voyage, hav-
ing been publifhed in various Places. And it is indifputable from the
Countenance his Book received, he was looked on at that Time as a de ..
[erving honefl Man.

Venegas defignedly omits' other Accounts difperfed in various Books
. for Vf ant of neceifary Authenticity; but it is not to be underftood that

he abfolutely denies that fuch Accounts are true .. Neither is there fa
-great an Improbability in fuch Difcoveries having been made, as fame
of thefe Accountsmention, as is imagined, when fuch Accounts are duly
confidered.

VI e have already mentioned one Account which engaged the A tten-
don of the King of Spain, therefore muft have been of fame Authority.
There is another Account' (unlefs it be the fame Account differently re-
prefented) of a Ship that, to the Northward of Cape Blanco, on the
Co aft of California, pafled through the Streight into the North Sea, and
to OldSpain, which .was alfomade known to the King of.Spail!, men- "
tioned by Torquemada, Vol. i. P. 725.

Moil;
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Moil: of the. Difcoveries are reported' to have been made by Ships

coming from the Moluccas, or from the. Philippine Iflands to the Eaft-
ward, and which have met with bad Weather. And what, in thofe Times,
Ships were neceffitated to do, if there was a Continuance of hard Gales
of Wind, we may learn from the Schedule of Philip the Third, Hiftory
of California, Vol. i. ,P. 175, after mentioning a Harbour found by Viz-
caino, on the Weftern Coaft of California, adds, ' And lies very conve-
, nient for Ships returning from the Philippine Iflands to put into, and

• C thus, in cafe of Storms, avoid the Neceflity of making for Japan, as
" they have feveral Times done, and expended great Sums of Money.
_, Befides, they ufually have Sight' of'the Coaft of China, which is. an
., additional Benefit; as knowing where, they are, they will not as for-
, merly, in cafe of bad Weather., make for Japan, or thofe Iflands, as
, the fame Winds which would carry them thither, bring them into this
'Harbour. Again, P. 177, confidering how much it concerns the Se-
, curiry of Ships coming from thofe Wands, in aVoyage of no lefs than
, '2000 Leagues, on a wide and rernpeftuous Sea, that they fhould be
.c provided with a Port where they might put in and fumifh-themlelves
, with Water, 'ATood, and Provifions : That the faid Port of Monterey

..& lies in 37 Degrees, nearly about half. Way the Voyage.'

..

A Ship flying before the Wind, and the People fteering her towards •
.the Coafr of -!-merica, to avoid Japan and the Wands, making a Cape
.Land on the Coaft of California, would run for what they fuppofed a
Harbour, and the bad Weather continuing might proceed up the Bay
..or Opening -they were then iI1',to meet with the Inhabitants, in order

. I

-to obtain Refreihments, and to learn where they were, by which Means
find a Paffage, As Ships were diftreffed in hard Gales of Wind, in the.
Manner the Schedule mentions, there is no Improbability of a Paffage
being firft accidentally difcovered by a fingle Ship coming from Sea

, with a leading Wind into a large Opening, in'. Expectation of a Har-
bour, though fuch Difcovery hath not been ,made by Ships intentionally
fent along Shore for that Purpofe.

It is to be obferved, the ,People of the Philippine Iflandsare thofe who
moft talked of. a Paffage: They informed Pecbe and others; and it is
.eafily accounted for why they fhoulddo fa: For if the !ortugueze made

the
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the Difcovery in a Ship from the Moluccas, there was a conftant Inter-
courfe between them and the People of the Philippines; and whether
the Difcovery was made by the Spaniards or Portugueze, fome of the

.Company who were aboard fuch Ship as had paffed through the Streight
from the Soutb to the North Sea, would return to the Moluccas or the
Philippines; and others would meet their Acquaintance from thence in
Portugal or Old Spain; who would take Pleafure in relating to them the
Accounts of _theirVoyage, and which they who heard thofe Accounts
would be equally fond of communicating to others, efpecially when
they returned back to the Indies. By which Means it would be known
that there had been fuch a Difcovery; and it would be out of the
Power of the King of Spain or Portugal to prevent its being fo far known,
but could prevent the Account of fuch Difcovery being publiihed, or
the Particulars communicated to Foreigners.

In Ithe Year 1568 Salvatierra, a Gentleman of Spai», who had acci-
dentally landed in Ireland from the Weft Indies, gave an Account of a
Paflage having been made by one Andrew Urdanietta, and by the Cir ,
cumflances of that Account it was about the Year 1556 or 1557. This
Urdanietta was a Friar, was with and greatly affifted Andrew Miguel Lo-
pez de LegaJjJi in the Expedition to the Philippine Wands in the Year
.1564, and was called the celebrated Religious Andrew de Urdanietta.
His being thus employed, and fo ferviceable in this Expedition to the
Philippine Wands, as he is raid to have been, implies, that he had a
prior Knowledge of thofe Parts, "and muft have been there before; and
the Character thai: Salvatierra gave of him to Sir Hugh Sydney, then Lord
Deputy of Ireland, and Sir Humphrey Gilbert, was, that he was the greateft
Difcoverer by Sea that was in that Age.

Salvatie~ra faid that a North-weft PaJJagewas conftantly believed to be
in America navigable; and that Urdanietta had Ihewed him at Mexico,
eizht Years before Salvatierra arrived in ireland, a Chart made from his

b ,

' own Obfervations in a Voyage in which he came from Mare del Zur into
Germ;ny, through this North-weft Paflage, wherein fuch Paflage was ex-

'pre{fed, agre~ing with Ortelius'« Map: That Urdanietta had told the'
King of Portugal of it as he came there from Germany in his return

o home 5



horne ; but the King earneftly intreated him not to difcover this Secret to .
anyN ation: For that (fai~ he) if England bad once if, Knowledge amI
Experience of it, it would gl"eatly hinder the King 'of Spain and me. And •
Salvatierra was himfelf perfuaded -of a Paffage by the Friar Uraanietta"
and by the common Opinion of the Spaniards inhabiting America.

It was this Account with fome other that gained the Attention 'Of the
greateit Men of that Age to purfire the Difcovery of a North-weft Paf-.
fage. N either would f)u~ley, WalJi1tgham" 01' Sir Humphrey r:;ilbett, and
other honourable Perfens about the Court, be deceived with fiCtitiOt1S,

I \ Stories, and purfue a Phantom.' Could the great Abilities' and Pene-
tration of a Walji1Jgham be defective in this Refpe&, wh·icn'was fo per-
fect in -all -other Refpects, 'as to be the ,A'dmiration of the prefent Age.
Thofe who condemn this Account, a-nd feme other Accmmts of this.
Sort, have not confidered, that t~pon a flight Surrnife or Sufpicion only
they put their Judgments in Competition with and in Contradiction to
the Judgments of thofe great Men, who embraced no Opinion as to,
any Matter but what was founded in Reafon, and all the Circamftances,
relating to which they had firft fully confidered, and which Opinion
they adhered to. As. to a North-weft Paffage, making a Diftindtion be"-
tween the Difappointments as to the effecting the Difcovery of a 'Pafiage,
and the Probability there was of their being fuch Paffage. The King of
Spain was equally fuccefslefs as to the Execution, and at the fame Time:
as much affured of the Practicability of making it; for whicl Reafon,
Secretary Waljinghani. was concerned at his 'Death" as. the Attention of
the Publiek was drawn to a NO'Kth-eaft Paffage, by which nothing more.
was .propofed than. -aTrade to Cath<ty or China, and that a 'North-weft.
Paffage was neglected on the Part, of the EngZiffi~

, It was an Opinion received in England ,in the Year 156o, on earlier"
that there was fuch. a.Paffage ;, and before the Philippines were fetcled;
by the Spaniards. Soon after .the Difcovery of Urdanietia, Fr:~bijher; w'ho,
~et out in 1,576, is Iaid to have pnojeCted his Defign, and made an Ap-
plication for fifreenYears before. Did-riot fucceed in the City probably;
as they might not fee any certain Advantage ;. -but when he applied ta,
t;he Court 'he {ucc~eded., On ~hat Plan he went is a}[oev:ident, to~find:
~ Entrance to 'Northward of the .LabradfJr; fo{ when. he fell in with,

1 ili~
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the South-weft Part of Greenland, it was fuppofed by him to be the La-
,/Jrador Coaft.

;

There is another Account on the Oath of Tbomas Cowles of BedmeJler,
taken the 9th of April 1579, at a Time when Oaths were conlidered by
all People as folemn and facred Obligations to declare the Truth. He
fays that fix Years before, he heard a Portugueze read a Book which he
fet out fix Years beforein print in the Portugal Tongue,' declaring that.
he, Martin Cbacke, had found, now twelve Years paft, aWay from the
Portugal Indies through the Gulph of Newfoundland, which he thought
to be in Latitude 59° of the North Pole, by Means that he being in the
faid Indies with four Ships of great Burthen, arid he himfelf being in a
finall Ship. of eightyTop, far driven from the Company of the other
four Ships with a Weft Wind; after that he had paffed along by a great
'Number of Wands, whichwere in theGulph of the-faid Newfoundland,
and after that he overfhot the Gulph, he fet no more Sight on any other
Land; until he fell in with the North-weft Part of Ireland; and fr0111
thence he took his Courfe homeward, and by that Means came to Lif-

\

bon four or five Weeks before the other Ships. But the Books were af-
terwards called in by the Kin~'s Order.

.\

This Paffage was made about ten Years after that of Urdanietta; and
it is probable Ghafke was encouraged to proceed through fuch Paflage;
from the Report or an Account which he had heard of fuch Paffage
having been before made. It is evident he met with fame Difficulties
.in fuch Paffage which delayed him, as the Ships were at Lijbon fa foon
after him, .al}d as he exprefles that he was far driven from the other
four Ships he left them in a low Latitude, and being got to the N orth-
ward, without any Expectation of rejoining them, proceeded intention-
ally to make his Voyage. by the Paffage , which he would. not have done
to the Hazard pf Ioling hisVeflel and Cargo, for he was not on DiD.
covery, but returning to Lijbon in Company with other leaden Veflels,
from-whom he was feparated, unlefs he had been affured that what- he
undertook was practicable, and a Paifage had been made by fame Veffel

-before that Time. This Account was received as-a Truth by the prin-
.cipal People of the Kingdom, who certainly made [l. due Enquiry as to
the Character of the Perfon who made the Affidavit with refpect to his
- 0 2 Capacity;
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Capacity; there would be a proper Precaution alfo, at the Time of ad~
miniftering fuch Affidavit, that it was exact and only what he knew pofi..
tivelyas to this Matter, tho' there might be other Circumftances which he

I

was not fo pofitive in. And as this Account was at that Time believed,
it mull have been on better Reafons than can be at prefent urged by any
one to call the Veracity of this Account in ~leftion,

Juarz de Fuca (the Account is from Purcbafe and North-weft Fox) was
an ancient Pilot, who had been in the Weft India of Spain for near forty
Years, and had failed as Mariner and Pilot to many Places thereof in.
Service of the Spaniards.

He- was Pilot of three finall Ships which the ·Viceroy of Mexico fent
from thence, armed with a hundred Soldiers, under a Spa1Jiard Captain,
to difcover the Streights of Anian along the Coaft of the South Sea, and
to fortify in that Streight, to refill: the Paflage of the Englijh Nation,
but by Reafon of a Mutiny which happened arnongft the Soldiers, for

_Ibme ill Practices of the Captain, the Voyage wasoverfer, and they re-
turned to New Spain. '

The Viceroy fent de Fuca out again in 1592, with a fmall Caravel
and Pinnace, armed ,WithMariners only, for the Difcovery of t1~efaid
Streights. Finding the Land to trend North and North-eafb.wirh ~
broad Inlet between 47 and +8, he entered it, and failing therein more
,tha~ twenty Days, found the-Land trending frill, fometimes North-weft,
.fometimes North-eaft, and alfo South-eaftward, far broader Sea than at
the faid Entrance; and paffed ,by diverfe Wands in that Entrance,

He went upon Land ·in feveral Places, and, faw forne People on Land,
dad in Beafts Skins; and that the Land was very fruitful, and rich of
Gold. and Silver, and Pearls, and other Things like NovaHifpania;

Being entered thus far in the [aid Streight, and Wille into the IVorth
Sea already, and finding the Sea wide enough every where" and to be
.about thirty or forty.Leagues wide. in the Streight where he entered >-

he thought he had well difcharged his Office, and done' the Thing he was
fent to do t and that he not bein~. armed to refif] the Farce of the

favage
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favage People, that might happen to affault him, the~efore fet fail and
'returned to Nova Hifpania, where he arrived at Aquapulco, Anno 1592,

hoping to be well rewarded by the Viceroy for his Voyage fo performed.

The Viceroy received him kindly, and gave him Prornifes , but ~fter
an Expectation of two Years the Viceroy wifhed him to go to Spai~ where
the King would rewar~ him; and, he accordingly went. '

He was well received at Court; 'but! afterIong Suit could get no Re-
-ward to his Content, fo ftole away and came to Italy, to live amongfb
-his Kindred in his own Country, being very old, a Greek by Birth" born
in the Ifiand of Sepbolonica, an~ his proper Name Apojloll;s Val'erian{)s._

De Fuca went fidl: to Leghorn, then to Florence, where he met' one
John Douilafs, an EngliJhman, a famous Mariner, ready coming for Ve-
nice, to be a Pilot for a Venetian Ship to England; they went in Com-
pany to Venice. Dowlafs being acquainted with Mr. Lock; at leaft a con-
'fiderable Merchant if not a Conful there; gave him an Account of this
de Fuca, and introduced him to Mr. Lock, who gave Mr. Lock the prlj...
ceding Account; and made a Propofal, if Queen Elizabeth would make
up the Lofs which he had fuflained aboard the Aquapulco Ship taken by
Captain Cqvendijh, which was to the Value of Iixty Thoufand Ducats, he-
'would go to England, and ferve her Majefty to difcover the North-weft
-Paffage into the South Sea, and 'engage his Life for the Performance.
with a Ship of forty Tons and a Pinnace. They had two feveral Meet-
ings on this- Occafion; and Lock, at de Fuca's Requefl, wrote to the old

-Lord Treafarer Cail, SirWalter Rawleigh, and Mr, Ricbar.d Hackluit, the-
Cofmographer, defiring a' Hundred Pounds for to pay his Pa1fage t01
Engla~d. His Friends wrote Lock Word, the Attion was verywell.liked,
if the Money could be procured, As no great Expectations were to bee
had from this Anfwer, d.e Fuca left Venice in a Fo.rtni~ht after" 'ptlrf\J~~
his Defign of going eo Greece, 'and there died,

There is nothing in this Relation but: what is very natural and Iimple,
De Fuca's Demand was exceflive, for which Reafon, probably, as a Man
who over-rated his Services, he was not rewarded by the Viceroy-or the-
King -; yet the Vicer~y availed himfelf of him, .hy fending him to. CO\lI:C'
~Q give an Account Q£ his Y oyage, which he might be ordered to do,

a.a
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as another ~xpeditio1'l. WM deflred, and a Reprefentation for that Pur,
pole made by the Viceroy Luis Vela/co, as is mentioned in the Schedule
of the King. Hiltory of California, P. l 73·

It did not appear that he could certainly perform what he undertook,
.concluding he was in the North Sea, from fuch Sea returned back to
New Spain, therefore had not acquired a Knowledge of the Entrance
into the Streights from the Eaflward , which was the Difficulty that ob-
il:ruCted this Difcovery on the Part of the Englijh, and had been fo much

-, fought after, but unfuccefsfully, His Age was alfo a very material OQ-
jeCtion, that he would fcarce be able to bear the Fatigue of fuch a Voy-
.age, his Defire to undertake which immediately proceeded from his
Avarice: Nor was it confiftent that the Hundred Pounds Ihould be
lent over to bring him to England, if the other Part of the Terms could
.not be complied with; which feems to be the Meaning' of the Expref ..
fion, the Action is well liked of if the Money could be procured. Ana
,de Fuca, whofe Motive for propofing this Undertaking, was to be Iatif-
ned for his Lofs by Captain Cavendijh, would not have altered his De-
fign of going int~ his o~n·Country, and proceeded to England, unlefs
hewas affured of his being fo gratified on a Performance Of what hf:
undertook.

DowlaJs, who was a good Mariner, as he travelled with him, an~
kept his Company, would have had particular' and frequent Converfa-
tion with de Fuca, and who, as a Mariner, was more capable of finding
out .if his Account was true, .and was thoroughly fatisfied it was fo, as
he fpoke to Mr. Lock about him. N either Lock nor DowlaJs could hav~ .
any finifter Views, but only animated by a publick Spirit to do. their
Country fo acceptable a Service, which it was thought to be in Eng,-
land, as it .is, faid the Action is well liked of.

As to de Fuca being taken Prifoner by Captain Cavendijh, and :how
did he efcape out of the Hands of the Englijh? When the Ship was
taken -all the People were put afhore on the Coaft of California, ;the
Goods were taken out, and then the Ship was fet a Fire, which burnt. to
the .Water' Mark;' the Wreck floated afhore, they erected Jury-maftsin
her, and fortunately-got to Aquapulco.
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De Fuca fays, the Caufe he thought of the ill Reward he had, of' the:
.spaniards was, that they underftood very well the E11glijh Nation had
,now ,given over all their Voyages for the Difcovery of a North-weft
Palfage, wherefore they feared ITot,them to come any more that Way
into ~he South Sea? and therefore they needed not his Service therein any'
more :' Which is fo far agreeable to the Accounts of thofe Times that, "
after the Death of Sir Francis Walfingham, the Difcovery of a North-weft
~'a-£fage had no Patron at Court; 'and ~Sjr Francis had particularly in-,
-terefted himfelf in procuring Davis to go on his laft Expedition, The'
Difcovery was not re-affumed until the Year 1602', by the MuJcovy Corn- ,
pany, who' had never 'engag~d as a Company in this Difcov~ry; put
having made' fome fuccefslefs Atternptsvas to the N orth-eaft Paffage,, ' .
fitted out Capt.'George Weymouth for the Difcovery of .a North-weft Paf-
fage, which it is' obfervable was the fame Year with Vizcaino's: Expe-
dition. And it is obfervable the next Expedition for the Difcovery .of
.a North-weft Paffage, was not until the Year 1606" when Mr . .John
Knight was fitted om; . and the fame Year the King of ~pain, orde~s Viz-
caine on a third Expedition, but Vizcaino died, though- ,tn the interim.

Vizcaino had been to OldSpqin, to make Application to make a frefh,
Attempt, at his own Expence, and he could not obtain. Perrniflion .of
his Majefty . As the Expeditions which the Count of Spain. order pe-.
remprorily so be undertaken, correfpond as to, the Time ..with thofe from,
England, fuews a Jealoufy on the Part of the King of Spain that .the
Englijh might fucceed a'S to a Paffage through .the Srreights, An,L
though. it is mentioned as the principal Defign in the Expeditions by:
'Order of the King of Spain, is the Difcovery of a Harbour for the Aqua--
puleo Ship, the Publick underftood there was -yet a farther-Defign, .and
as much may be collected from the King of Spain's Schedule -in 1.606.,

.'Count de Monterey, , by purfu.i;ng the Difcovery intended by Don Luis de'
'- Velafeo,. 'wrote to me concerning, and was of Opinion that [mall Vef-
~ fels from the Harbour ofAquapulco were the fittefl , and that in -the
-I., Difcovery might be included the Goafts and Bays of the-Gulph of Ca-
'&. lijornia,and of the Fifhery, to which,. in my Letter of the 27th of
-4 September I599~ I ordered to be anfwered, that the' Difcovery, and; _
,~ making Dra\ights, with Obfervations of that Coaff, a,nd the Bays along
.. it" having appeared to me ·higbly.con.venieitl" it w.as. my Will.ne rnount'
- ~ immediately;,
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C immediately put it in Execution, without troubling himfe1f about Ca-
, lifornia, unlefs occaG.onally-And Sebafiian Vizcaino carefully informed
, himfe1f of thefe Indians, 'and many others, whom he difcovered along'
, th~Coaft f~r above eight' H undred Leagues ~ and they all told him,
, that up the Country there were large Towns, Silver, and Gold;
, whence he is inclined to believe that great Riches may be difcovered,
, efpecially as, in fOl';"eParts of the Land, Veins of Metal are to be feen ;
'_ ~nd that the Time of their Summer being known, a farther Difcovery
, might be made of them by gfJing within the Country, and that the
, Remainder of it may be difcov:ered along .the Coaft, as it reaches be- ./ S"
C yond 42 Degrees, the Limits fpecified to the faid Sebaflian Vizcaino 9)/

his Inflructions.' Though thefe Orders were received inM5xico,in 1'99,.
no Voyage was fee out on until 1602, the Time that Weymouth failed,
then probably enforced by additional Orders from the Court of Spain..
The Expedition which was overturned by the Mutiny of the Soldiers,
feems to have been about the Time of Captain DaviS's Expedition; for
de Fuca fays, after the Voyage was fo ill ended, the Viceroy fer him, out
again iilI592, which implies a Diftance of Time between the firft and
fecond Voyage.

The Inftrudions Vizcaino had in the firft Voyage were given by the
Viceroy, for it was the Viceroy who appointed him, and were formed
according to the-Opinion that the Land beyond forty-two Degrees took
a Courfe to Weftward and Southward of Weft. And the Maps were
conftructed agreeable thereto,' therefore the King fays,_ ' Vizcaino had
C reprefented to him that the Coafr, as far as 40 Degrees, lies North* '
C weft and, South-eaft, and that in the two other Degrees, which makes
« up the 42 Degrees.Jtlies North and. South,' and, as before mentioned,
fays, " and that the Remainder of it may be difcovered along the Coafts,
, as it reaches beyond 42 Degrees, the Limits Ipecified to the faid -Se-
'b.aflit;m .vizcaino in his Inflructions.' Therefore when Martin Aguilar
got to 43 Degrees and found an Opening," he concluded, as the' Coaft
was reprefented to be terminated to the Northward, by the Maps and
Charts in Ufe, that this muft be the defired Streights; ~nd therefore Iaid
on their Return, ~ they Ihould have performed a great deal more, h"ad
.. their Health not failed. thern , far it is certain that only fourteen Per-
.~ ions eJljo)'ed it ~kCape Blanco. The General and thofe that were with

~ him
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, him- had a mind to go through the Streight, which they call of Attia1t.
, and is faid to be thereabouts. It had been entered by the foreign
, Ship, who gave Intelligence of it to the King, defcribing its Situa-.
, tion, and how through that Paifage one might reach the North Sea,
, and then fail back to Spain, along Newfoundland 'and the Iflands of
, Baccalaos, to bring an Account of the Whole to his Majefty.' Torque-
mada, Vol. 'i. P.725. But it is very plain the King had another Infor-
mation of this Matter, and as to the Extent of the Land to Northward.
Luis de Vela/co was the Viceroy in whofe Time the Expedition of de Fuca
was; and the Expedition of Vizcaino was under the Direction of the
Count de Monterey, who was either not informed of what had been done
by de Fuca, or might not think de Fuca's Account of fufficient Authority

. to juftify him, the Viceroy, in drawing his Inflructions agreeable thereto;
contrary to the general Opinion of the Cofmographers at that Time,
'and the Defcription they gave of the Coafts in their Maps.

It muft appear from what hath been faid that there are no fuch great
Improbabilities in the Accounts of Salvatierra, Cbacke, or de Fuca, as
hath been reprefented.. It is alfo evident that the Englijh had great Ex-
pectations of fucceeding; and the Court of Spain had great Apprehen-
Lions we fhould meet with Succefs, and be enabled to attain a Paifage by
the Streight of A1zian into the South Sea; for which. there muft have been
fome reafonable Foundation both on the Part of the one and the other.
The Englijh were firft induced to attempt the Difcovery of fuch a Paf-
fage, from the Accounts which they had from Spain of there being fuch
a Paflage, The Court of Spain entertained, as hath been fhewn, an
Opinion of there being Iuch a Paifage from the Time they conquered
Mexico; and, agreeable to what Torquemada fays, had a certain Account
of it, or at leaft an Account which appeared to the King to be authen-
tick. What that Account really contained we do not know, nor was it
confiftent that it Ihould be made publick , therefore what is [aid as to
the Particulars of it are but Conjecture, and Repreferitations upon Re-
ports, for which the Reporters could have no real Authority. As Viz.:
caino rearetted being prevented, by the Sicknefs of his People that he

b . .

could not go round the World, and nave carried home to Old Spain his
Account of his Expedition. This firm Perfuafion that .he Ihould have
accompliibed his Paffage to Old Spain, by the Streight of Anian, mutt'

P have
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liave been from [orne Information which he had received before he fet
out, that Iuch Paffage was practicable: Neither is it mentioned as if he
propofed making a Difcovery of it, but as of a Thing before done. It
was the Opinion of all thofe who were 'with him, that it was practicable ;
which is agreeable to what Salvatierra informed Sir Hugh Sydney, and
Sir Humphrey Gilbert, That a North-we.ft Pallage from us to Cathay was
eonftantly believed hz America navigable. Vizcaino; who. is reprefented as,
a Commander of great Conduct and Difcretion (and which the Account
of his Voyage expreffes .him to have been) would not have attempted
to make a Paifage thro' fuch Streights, to the Hazard, perhaps entire
Lofs, of the King's S~ips, and what he had before done rendered of no'
Effed; unlefs he had a difcretionary Power either-to pars to' Old Spain
hy thefe Streights; or return to Aquapulco ..

After the Expedition of Knight failed, and Vizcaino died, we hear of
no other Expeditions at the Expence of or by the pofitive Order of the
Court of Spain until that of Admiral Callanate, who went the third Year
after the Expedition of de Fonte; to make a Survey of the Co aft of Ca-.
lifornia , yet we have no Reafon to' conclude there were no other Expe .
ditions, but it is rather to be fnppofed that, after the Englijh had. pro,..
ceeded in their Difcoveries as far as HudJon's Bay, the Court of Spain
thought it neceffary, and found an effectual Wax of keeping their Ex-

. peditions, both in refpect to their Equipment- and what was dane' on
Iuch Expeditions a Secret, by fend~ng Officers from Old Spain to con •.
duft them, and 'as to which the Religious would not think themfelves
at Liberty to make any Publication without the Penniflion of the
Court.

Having no Intercourfe by Trade with thofe Parts, we cannot be ac-
quainted with what is tranfacted in thole Parts, any further than what
the SpaJ1ijh Writers are permitted to inform us, and the imperfecr and
uncertain Intelligence of thofe who hav.e been cruizing in thofe Seas.
The Spanijh. Narion have been particularly cautious of keeping the Know-
ledge of their Coaft fecret: Neither was it known, in the Year 1746, that
an exact Survey was made .of thoIe Coafts until Pafco Thomas annexed
to his Account of Lord Al1fon's Expedition, publifhed in 1745.' a Copy
of a Manufcript, which. Manufcript contained an Account of the Lari,

t'.ldes



( 1°7 )
tudes and Longitudes of all the moft noted Places in the South Sea,
corrected from the lateft Obfervations by Manuel Mo1Zz Prieto, Profeflor
of Arts in Per«; and are cornpofed with as much Precifion and Exact-
nefs, as Tables of that ·Sort are ufually made; but when thefe Coafts
were furveyed to the Northward, to attain a Knowlf'dge of which was
formerly attended with fuch irnmenfe Difficulty; and to what Purpofe
and what Trade is carried on there; we are. at prefenr entire Strangers
to. It is by Accident only that we have this Account; and if the Spa-
niJh Nation have ufed this Precaution, with refpect to the Knowledge of
their Coafts, undoubtedly they would ufe the fame Caution with refpeCt:
to giving us any Infight as to how we might find a more ready Accefs
to fuch Coafts by aporth-weft Pa.ffage.

The Point of Suefte del Eflrecb d'Anian, inferted in fuch Tables, fhews
the Opinion of the Streights is far from being exploded; but it is ac-
knowledged by the Geographers 'of Per.u and New Spain, at the prefenr
T'ime, that there are fuch Streights. The naming the South Point of the
Streight implies there is Land to the Northward, as to which it doth nat
feem to be confiflent with the Purpofe of the .Perfon who compofed this
Table to take any Notice, but that there is fuch Land is confirmed by
the RujJi~n Difcoveries.

The Extent of America to Northward and Weftward, .that America
and Ajia were contiguous and only feparated by a .Streight, that Cali»

fornia was an If1and, that ~ PaJlage by the North-eaft was practicable;
I

have been by later Geographers treated as Chimeras, contrary to the ear-. ,
lieft Accounts, and the Reports of the firfl Difcoverers, and which, by
later Accounts, the Confequcnce of actual Obfervations are found to be
true. There was a Simplicity and Honour in the People of that Age';

-there was no Motive for telling the Lie, that they faithfully reported
the Difcoveries they made, and if a Falfhood was difcovered it might
be dangerous in the Confequences , their Voyages were not lucrative
Jobs, in Hopes of a Repetition of which they formed their Accounts
accordingly. There was no particular Syflem to fupporr, for the Parts
they went to were entirely unknown, that a Reward and Reputation
fhould be procured through a prevailing Interefl to fuch as fpoke in Fa"
vour of the Syftem. While thole to whofe Fidelity and Affiduity alone
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it would be owing that fuch Difcoveries were made, though repeated
Endeavours were ufed to render the Undertaking ineffectual; and through
whofe Means alone the Truth would be made known to the Pub-lick;
Ihould be ill fpoken of, accufed of Bribery, difcountenanced, and the
whole Merit afcribed to, where it would be'leaft deferved, and, in Truth,
where there could not be the leaft Pretenfion, . N everthelefs the Reward
given would be an Inftance of a generous Regard in thofe who had Power
to bellow of rewarding Merit, though they were inevitably deceived as
to theproper Perfons to whom' Iuch Reward Ihould have been given .

.N a Authorities have been produced from Tradition or Hiftory which
oppofe the Probability of there' being a North-weft Paflage, - or the
Reality of this Account of de Fonte, which the more we examine the lefs
there appears to be of a Falfity, the Circumftances of it fa confiftent and
united, and there are fa many extra Circumftances which concur with
that Account, that we cannot but admit to be aninconteftable Truth,
We have not had a full Account of the Voyages and Expeditions of
the Spaniards in New Spain, as fome of them have not been permitted
to be publifhed. Venegas particularly mentions, Vol. i. P. 14, and in
other Parts, There are alfo .Accounts of Voyages made to other Parts
of the World, which are only preferved in the Collections of the Cu-
rious, and it is known but to, few Perfons that fuch Voyages were ever
made.' Th~r~ are fame V oyages which are mentioned to hive been made,
but cannot, after the moft diligent Inquiries, be procured; yet it is no
juft Objection to the- Authenticity of fuch Voyages, or as to their not
having been made. What the firft Difcoverers reprefented as to the Ex-
tent of America" its being contiguo.us to Ajia.,- as to, California, and as
to a North-eaft PaiI'age, being in all Refpects found to be true, there
is the greateft Reafon to believe that there is a North-weft. Paffage ;
and it is confiftent with that Precaution which the SpaniJh Nation have.
made Ufe of, that we fhould not have any authentick Accounts relating to
fuch Paflage, which they were defirous of difcovering as a Ihorter Way to
the, Spice Wands and the Indies. But when the King of Partagal and
Spain carne to an Agreement as to the Moluccas; the principal Reafon
for making fuch Difcovery was determined, and it became their mutual
Intereft that it Ihould not be known that there was fuch a Paffage,
Their continued, Silence with refpect to fuch Paffage, implies they are

acquainted
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acquainted with there Being -fuch a Pair age, though not to an Exaccnefs.
It cannot imply they are dubious, when we confider the Number of Cir--
curnflances there are already mentioned, which exprefs the contrary.

There are Circumftances in de Fonte's Account which Ihew the Infe-
renee of there being no Northwefl Pa.fTageis not juft, though juft as far
as it appeared to de Fonte, as the River Parmentiers was not navigable
for Shipping. One Circumftance is, that in the River Haro, and Lake
Velafco, there were Salmon Trouts and large white Perch; alfo in Los
Reyes and Lake Belle, but in Lake de Fonte excellent Cod and Ling;
which are Fifh that always abide in the Salt Water, the others come out
of the Salt Water into the frefh Waters to fpawn. Which de Fonte would .
.account for that they came into the Lake de Fonte from the N01~th Sea",
and when he paired the Streight of Ronquillo, fuppofed himfelf to be in,
that Sea, or from the Intelligence that he obtained from Shapley that he
was in a Gulph or Branch of it. Another Circumftance, as it flowed in
the River Los Reyes twenty-two Feet; and in Haro twenty-four; and but
a frnall Tide went into Lake Belle, de Fonte. concluded that the .Weftern
Tide terminated there, and that as the Waters rofe to fuch a Heighth at.
the Entrance of thofe Rivers, that. it was a Gulph he was in which con-
fined thefe Waters and occafioned their rife at fuch Entrances of the Ri-
vers. That the Tides in Parmentiers, Lake de Fonte, and the Strcights .
of Ronquillo, were from the North Sea. But by later Obfervations of the
'Rife. of the Tides, a Tide cannot proceed from Hudfon's Bay to that Sea.
where Shapley_was met by de Fonte, than through the Streights of Ron~·
quillo into the great Lake of de Fonte, and afterwards to rife fa high in,
the River Parmentiers. Neither can fuoh a Tide proceed through the
broken Land to Northwards of Hudfon's Streights, named Cumberland
Hies (formerly. Efiotland) and w~ich extend as far as Latitude 70; for it:
is evident the Strength of fuch Tides is fpent in Hudfon's Bay and Baf- .

-}in's Bay: For at the Bottom of Hudfon's Bay it flowed but. two Feet, .
at the Bottom of Fretum Davis or Baffin's Bay, but one Foot. Which
is agreeable to the Opinion of all the Difcoverers of that Time,
as to the Eaftern Tide from the. Proportion that the great Spaces or;
Seas which were to receive it bore to the Inlets by which it came in,
that the Force of fuch Tide muft be confumed in fueh Seas, and there-
fore expeCted to meet with aTide from Weftward, which counterchec ked
the Eaflern Tide. On the other Hand, if we confider this Tide to be

from.

/



( 110 \)

from the "Ifleftern Ocean, fuch Tide forced through various Entrances
IIp a Streight 4S that of de Fuca, mull: enter the Sea where'Shapley was
met, with great Impetuofity , rife in Heighth proportionable to the
Width in all Openings that there are to receive it. As it is the Tide
round Greenland, and that which comes from the Southward along the
Coaftof Labrador, being both received in thofe Indraughts of Hudfon's
Streights, and the broken Lands of Cumberland Illes, which caufes the Rife
of the Tides there. It may be fuppofed that the Nortb-eafl Part of the
South Sea, and the' Streight of de Fuca, received the Tides which fet to
Eaf'tward along the Wef'tern Main from Beering's Streights, and the Tide
which comes from the Southward along the Coaft of California. That
the Tide is not from the Tartarian Sea, in Lake de Fonte, &c. is evi-

"dent from Bernarde's Account, who Ihews there is no Communication
with that Sea and the Sea that Shapley was met in.

As to the Cod and Ling in Lake de Fonte, or as to Salmon, it is not
known that there are either Cod, Ling or Salmon in Hudfon's Bay:
'N either have there been found Shoals or Banks to which the Cod could
repair; nor is it known that any Cod have been catched beyond Lati-
tude 57; an Article to which Davis was particularly attentive : There:
fore it is' not probable that they Ihould come from the North Sea through

~ Hudfon's Bay to Lake de Fonte. De Fonte mentions Shoals in the North-
eaft Part of the South Sea, which he paffed up. And in Vizcaino's V{)y-
age there is an Account that, off the Ifland Geronymo on the Coafl of
California, the Ships Companies fupplied thernfelves with Cod and Ling;
which Ihews there are Cod and Ling in thofe Seas. Itwas reafonable for
de Fonte to fuppofe that the Cod and Ling came from the Eaftward from
the Baccaloos, neither could he otherwife fuppofe, as the contrary is only
known from Obfervations made much later than that Time.

Foi had advanced in 1635, when he publifhed the Account of his.
Voyage~ that there was a free and open Communication of the Weftern
Ocean with Hudfon's Bay: Which was looked on as an inconteftable Fact
.until the Voyage of Captain Middleton. What Fox faid was confiftent
.with· the Opinion which all the Difcoverers had of the Proxinity of the
Weftern Ocean; who therefore judged of the Probability of their Sue-
.cefs in the Parts they. went into, from the Courfe of the Tides, which

1 if
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if there was no Weftern Tide there was no Paifage. This probably pre-
vented that Succefs, as to a Difcovery of a Paffage, which through their
Affiduity might otherwife have been obtained, had they not paid fuch
a Regard to the Tides, but made a due Survey of the Inlets and Open-
ings of the Coaft, which on their not finding that a W eftern Tide came
from thence they deferted, which was alfo the Cafe as to Captain Moor
in the Search of Piflol Bay as called, to Southward of Lord Southwell's
Ifles, there was no Weftern Tide; therefore a compleat Difcovery of
that Part was not made.

It is to be confidered that the Northern and Eaftern Parts of .America,
are more intermixed with Waters than the Parts to Southward are,
being a high mountainous Country. The Mountains chiefly confifting .
of a brown rocky Subftance, not penetrable by the melting Snows- or .
Spring Rains, which therefore run off into the Levels and Valleys, and
£brm inland Seas, great Lakes, and Inlets, which vent their Waters into '
the Ocean, neceffary for carrying off that great Quantity and vaft Bo-
die's of Ice. which are formed in the Winter in thofe Parts, not to be .
diif~lved, as the greater 'Part is which is formed to the Southward, by the '
Influence of the Sun. The Northern and Weftward Part of .America is .
alfo mountainous; and high Ridges of Mountains were feen from the
Head of Wager Bay on the oppofite Shore of what appeared to be a
Lake; therefore there' mufl be Lakes and Seas to Weftward, Refervoirs
for the melting Snows and Rains, alfo fame Outlet or Channel to carry
off the great Quantities of Ice alfo formed in thofeParts , and with
which Barnarda's Account is confiflent, and the greateft Refervoir and
Difcharge feems to be 'to the Northward by that North-eaft Part of the.'
Tnrtarian Sea. The Lake Vela/co, Lake Belle, Lake de Fonte, may be
all fuppofed to proceed from the fame Caufe, the melting Snows and
Rains, receive the Ice from the Waters which run into them, which,
from the -Strength of the Currents and Tides, is foon fhot from the
Shores of fuch Lakes, broken to Pieces and carried off into fame Paf-
fage or Inlet into the South Sea; and fuch a Vent or Channel to carry
off fuch Bodies of Ice mutt neceflarily be, agreeable to what is known
by Obfervation in other Parts. The Objection of the great Diftance it
is between the Sea at the Back of Hudfon's Bay, and where Shapley was'
met, will appear of no Validity when we confider the Diftancc between
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the Streights of Gibraltar and the Northern Part ofthe.Black Sea. Be-
tween the Entrance of the Sound to the Entrance of the White Sea" be-
tween which there is Communication of Waters, or very nearly fo. .And
from Point Comfort in Hudfon'» Bay to Alderman Smith's Sound in BC'!-
fin's Bay, between which there is a Communication of Waters without
entering into the Ocean or Davis Streights. From Lake Superior to the
Streights of Belle Jfle at the Back of Newfoundland, or to Cape Breton, is
near forty Degrees of Longitude, or equal to 390 Leagues. And Lake
Superior hath a Communication with Hudfon's Bay.

This great Affiux of Waters form fuch Meanders and Labyrinths,
as it is impoffible to fay whetherthere is a Communication of Waters,
'Or whether the Waters are divided by' Imaller or larger Tracts or Slips
of Land, without an abfolute Survey. The L~nds fo double or fold
one within the other, that unlefs you get a proper Sight of fuch Lands
:10as to diftinguifh this, to' difcover the Opening that is between them,
there is an Appearance of a Continuance of the Land, and confequently
of a Termination of the Waters. 'So 1~)11gas the Tide Argument pre- .'
vaped it was not thought neceflary to be fo accurate in the Searches.. A

, 'Sight of the Land trending a Courfe contrary to that Courfe which the
Difcoverers 'were to purfue to make a Pa1fage, and the Tide coming
from the Eaftward, rendered a Search any further in thofe Parts unnef-
fary: and it may be owing to the great Impropriety of adopting a par-
-ticular Syftern, more than to any other Caufe, that the Difcovery of a
.North-weft Paffage was not made by thofe brave indu~rious Difco-
verers who jn a Series fucceeded each, other from Frobrifber to James
and Fox.

This feems to be certain, that there muft be one great Channel, as'
Budfon's Streights are to Eaftward, alfo to Weftward though intricate by
which the Waters to Weftward pafs into the South Sea, and as that to
Northward, the North-eaft Part of the 'I'artarian Sea. We already know
there is not a Communication by Hudfon'sBay, thro' any Inlet by which the
Waters do come in there or fufficient for that Purpofe , neither round
,the Head of Repulfe Bay, for then the Current would have been met
coming from Weftward. Therefore fuch Channel muft be to Southward
.and VIfefrward, confiftent with de Fuca's Account of a Streight, 111 Iome

fuch.
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fuch Manner as is reprefented in the Map annexed. Which Account is
alfo agreeable to that of Pecbe; -

De Fuca fays, he failed twenty-fix Days up fuch Streight before he
entered the Sea; that the Streight grew wider before he entered the Sea.
.If we allow him fifteen Leagues a Day, from the Entrance of fuch
Streights out of the Soutb Sea to where he entered the Sea, by him fup-
pofed the North Sea, the Diftance is 390 Leagues. As he mentions that he.
found it wide enough every where, this Expreffion ihews that he did not
fuppofe hirnfelf in the Ocean, but in a Gulph of the Ocean. And Martin.
C~~c~e exprefies himfelf, that after heoverihot the Gulph, he fet no more
Sight on any other Land. Therefore the Diftance is agreeable to that Di-
ftance which de Fuca mull; have gone to come into t-hatSea where deFonte

• 'to '. )

met Sb(lpley; the Defcriptionrhar- he faw both Shores, makes a Confiftency
alfo in thofe Accounts. Before de Fonte'« Expedition; Hudfon's Bay had
been difcovered, ret "thatDifcovery made.no Alteration as to the Accounts:
9f d(Fl;tfa· and Cbacke, as Fox faid beyond Lat ..64, round that Land there
was inconteftably.a Gommullicacion with the·We;ftern Ocean. Here is
an, ~gr~eme~t·in three A.ccounts, by feparate Perfons at a Diftance of
Time, who hag. no rf1teJlig~nce·of what aad been done by each other j

for Cbacke was a Portugu~ze; and as de Fuca had made his Report to
the Viceroy of Neur Spain of what he had done, and what he had done
fe~ms to be moftly accounted. of by himfelf, therefore no Regard might
be had 'to it in drawing de Fonte'» Inftructions : All which three Ac-.
counts agree in there b;e~pga Sea _to Weftward of H~dfon's Bay,

De Fuca mentions he was afhore , faw Marks of Gold and Silver j

Marquifates the fame which was made fuch an Account of after Frobifher's
return from his firlI Voyage, and from which it may-be inferred it was
a barren mountainous Country which de Fuca paired through. He was
afraid of the Natives, who were clad in Beaft Skins; and from whofe
Behaviour he muft have had rome Apprehenfion that they would cut
him off, as he mentions that he was not armed againft them. De Fonte
is very exprefs as to the civil Behaviour of thofe Indians he met with, fr.>
contrary to the ~haraC1:erof thofe whom de Fuca faw. Therefore thofe
whon; de Fuett raw were the EjJ:emaux, who fi-equent the mounrain01:s
and defolate Parts, and near to the Salt Vvaters where .hey can catch

Q. .Fith,
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Fifu, 'alfo the Seal arrd 'the Whale,' from ·which tIley get many ~0nvel
niencies befides what is neceffary for their 'Subfiftance; 'WIld. are men-.

- ,I

tioned to be alfo on other Parts of ~he Coaft of California; are repre-
fented as a fierce and barbarous People, who hold no 'Treaty or ~mity
with their Neighbours, who are always in Fear of them.

That de F~nte Ihould not pafs up the North-eaft Part of.the S~ulh Sea,
but go- through Land, muft have been, that the North-eaft Part; of the
South Sea was reprefented as a Gulph, .not a Streight, from fGme Obfer-
vations made prior to that Expedition, as to which the Obfervers migHt
be deceived, by- its taking a Southerly Courfe through fome Inlet, or
Opening obfcured by Hlands, or the ,Entr~nce narrow, that they -con-
~lude'd it only to be fome fmall Branch which foon 'terrninatedj 'having,
at the fame Time, a large open Chanrfel t>ef?re 'them, which they finding
afterwards' furrounded with Land; concluded there was no Cemmunica-
tion w:ith any other Waters, but that they-had feen the Extremity of
thefe 'Vaters to Eaftward. That -the~e~ aters took a: Courfe through
that deferr' mountainous Country, 'until they joined with the Waters Of
the- Sireights that de Fuca came up, the People of Conoffit might not be

'able' to 'g~ve ,a juft Account of, as they lived fa far to Northward and
Eaftward. Though they, a~ the Natives of Conibaffit alfo came occa-

, Banally into' the N orth-eaft Part of the Sduth Sea; the one rnoflly fre-
quented to Northward 'arid Eaflward, the other to Northward and Wefb-
ward, as is apparent from de Fonte's Account'; wherctheY,had level-'and
fruitful Tracts, as they 'produced fo <muchMaiz ;a hunting Country,
as there were three Sorts of Deer; alfo Fifh in their Waters. Whereas:
the Country on the oppofite Shore 'of the North-eaft Part of the Sout]»

Sea, as is apparent from'being the Refort 'of the EJkcmaux; would be:
rugged, rocky, and remarkably barren, with little Intermixtures of levef
and. fruitful Spots. Therefore the People of ConoJfet, or Conib{J.j[et" would,
have no Inducements to go into thofe Parts. May be fuppofed the 9p·
polite Coaft was the Limits of their Enemy's Country, with whom if they-
went to War,. and knew that the W aters of the N orth-eaft Part of the:
South Sea did communicate to Southward with other Waters; yet it can-:
not be imagined that they went up thofe Waters fo far in their Enemy's,
Country of 10 wild a Difpofitiory, where they were always in Danger of
being furprized, as to know ~hether thofe yv-aters joined with :the Sea.

in
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in which Sh.apley ~a~ met, Migh_t alfb be jealous if the jefuits, or Par-
!1'.cntiC1:~, ~~: otJ:1rr~ 'Y::~o"~~l~~ JQ~,rJe,~ere very particular in their En-
g.l~iri~s, ~~at, they intended ~o,~? an~ refide amongft their Enemies:
w)1ich, as. the Nature of India.n.s is, would. caufe them to be on the Re:

~..) I

ferve, and flack in their Informations, as to thofe Parts.

That thofe Perfons who were in thofe Parts before this Expedition of
de Font~, got no Information o{'this'Streight, or of the Waters, as to
.... J' -I ..... \ ...".... r j .... ~ A. •

the Courfe <?f them ~g SOl~t.hwar4, there mug: be a confiderabie main
Land to Southward of Lake /leJle and L.a~~ de Fonte, as is expreffed i
the M~p., ,~11:dil~ to ~h.C1Sfa",~o Eaflward, that Part of it which was to
~outh~flr~ 9f Jf..o,!quillo; nC?'Plore ~5)\Jld. be apprehended 9f it, being
unacquainted as to the ~.tre~g9-~,r,t~fn that jt wa~ a Part pf that Sea cor:~
tiguous to Hudfon's Bay; and it not being known at that Time but the
Tides came from the Eaft.ward, would have no Reafon to infer, ·from the
_ " .. _ .;.."._ ... J ...... ~ ( ~. •

Sea running to Southward, that it communicated with a Streight there .
• 1. ... # • .. oJ .. "','" l \.l.. # .. ' # ...... L

To i:a~e ~vr.~ythe)m~robability 9f what is here advanced, we fhould
reflect what Affurances former Difcoverers gave, that had but the Sea':'
[on per h.;itted j to proceed, they Ihouldcertainly have mad,e a Paffage i
though' wh<:;n an Attempt was ag~in made they found their 'Miftake ;
and from 01;>fervations then m~de, they [aw good Reafonto have a'dif~
ferent· Op'iriion as to the :t'J~ture of the Pa!fage from what they had be-
fore:d~nd v~ry reflfoqable,- as theit Searches'were 'm~de in Parts entirely'
l1iiknown'; and, as to the ApP"~aran~e of the Land; the Courfe of. the
Water~,' and, ~the' Set of, the Tides, the moft judicious might be de.'
teived.,'
" ,

The SpaniJh Nat jon had not,been able to make out a Pa!fage by their
various Attempts, agreeable to the Ac,:ouilts of private Perfbns" which
pro,ba~ly might .give an Opportunity for the Reprefentations of the Je-
fujts to' be attended to, wh,o would urge every Argument in Behalf of
their Difcovery, and endc'avour to invalidate t,he former Accounts as to
a Pa;ffa'ge '; f"Yhich by that Time, from t~e ill S~lcce[s as to difcovering a
Pa!fage, might not be at t~at Time [0 much thought pf; and as Dif-
ference in Time produce!! a Change In Opinions, whatever makes for
the reigning Opinion is adopted, as every Thing that is contradiCtory is

~ 2 \lepre'iated.



depreciated. The Arguments fo;' the Opinion which prevailed 'before
for a navigable Paffsge-rnight be treated as fallacious', and infignificant,

and the Inftructions for the ExpJditio~ of d~i;;ntemight be drawn agree-
, able to the Jefuits Plan, wh6m it is e~ident knew nothing" of ~ Streight,
but confidered the Land of America as one continued Continent to La-
titude 66. And whatever Weight thisConjeclure may have, 'it is appa-
rent from the Confideration of dt 1!on~e's Letter, that the Inflructions
W:ere drawn ftom the Information 'of forne who had been before iil thofe
Parts: And by whom can it be fuppofed more properly that the
Court received the Information which they 'had than fro~ the Jefuits,
whofe Underftanding iand Character would admit them to a free Con-
verfe with the Minifter on a lefs Occafion than they would now have; to
give an Account of thole Parts they had ,been-in.. ,

The Court of Spain does not feern,' from the Proceedings, to .be of the
, fame Opinion with the Jefuits, or de Fonte after his rerum. .As the Go-

fernor of Cinoloa is .immediately ordered to, take a Survey of the Coafts

and Harbours of.Calif(}YJzia.- And the 'next Year Admiral Cajfanate is fent
from 'oli Spain; and it 'is probable the Court was not of the Opinion of
the Jejuits when -they gave this Information, but formed the Inflructions
for de Fonte agreeable thereto. As the rnof] expedient Method, .at that
lime, for interc,epting the Peoplefrom Bofton, was, togo the Way they
gave an ,Account 'of with the Boats through Land, as the Ships .might
~t ~ith Difficulties and Delays in pafling up the Streights, alfo ran
great Hazard; the Bojlon Ship might pafs them unperceived. Whereas,
on the Plan which was 'purfued, it they 'heard by' the Natives ihat the
Bojlon Ship' had pafled, and taken her Courfe further to Southward or
Weftward, de Fonte would have repaired aboard his Ship, proceeded
down Los Reyes, and with the Diligence' which he would havemade Ufe
of, fell in with t'he' Bofion Ship either in fuch, Nortb-eafi Part.of the South
Se~ or on 'the Co~H: of 'california, leaving Orders for Bernardo how to

, aCt in this Refpett on his return. From which Conduct, and the Look-. -
out that was kept on the Coaft of Mexico and Peru, it would have
been alfo impofiible for the Bofton People, unacquainted with thefe Parts..

- .and not expecting fuch a Diligence was ufed to intercept them," to have
made a fuccefsful Voyage. '

That



That there is a Sea to the Weftward of HtJdfon's Bay is reported by
:the. Ifujians, and is reprefented to have Ice in it like, 'Budfon's Bay.

Governor Dobbs, In' his Account of the Countries adjoining: to Had-
l~s Bay (P. '19') merrtions from JoJepb le France, that their Savages
'reported that in the' Bottom of the Northern Bay there is a Str ight,
'they can' eafily 'diIcover L~nd on the other Side: They had never gone
'to the' End of that Streight., They fay there is Ice there all the Year,
which is drove by the Wind, fometimes one Way. fornetimes another ..

The Indians, who are called Northern Indians, having their Habitations.
'to North..;wbft of Chitrcbill~ mention' a Sea 'to the Wefrward of them, and,
which' is from, Cburcbill Factory in Hudfon's Bay twenty-five Days jour-
ney; not a direct 'Courfej- but from the- round they are obliged to'
take; They qieak of" the EJkemaux' Indians to Eaftward of them, but.
never give an-Account of any other Nations to Northward or Weft ward ,
ofxhern. Mr. Scroggs, who was rent out by the'Hudfon~s Bay Company
iii 1722~ had two Northern Indians; whom he carried with him, when-
lle 'was' in about Lat. 6'2. knew the Country very well, and had a great.
Defire to g~ home, fayirig they were but two or three Days Journey
from their Family.,: And the Northern Indians who were with Captain -
'Middleton; weredefirous ofhis going near the Shore, between Lat. 62 .

Deg;' andtia. 11\ Lat.' 63° and 14', Captain Middleton put. two of the'
1ndians afhore, who were defirous of returning- to their. own; Country.
And the Author faw eir Indian; whofe Daughter had married a Northern
IJidian'and been' home with her, direct his own Son to Iketch out on.
aBoard 'with' a burnt Stick, theCoaft -of that Sea; which his Son did; .
and the Father .afterwards took and corrected it where- he faid the .Son .
had miltook ...

Governor Dobbs, in' the Account mentioned P. 45, mentions; "that-
, .Jofeph·le F~ance was acquainted with an Indian, who lived at fome
, Diftance from Ne'ljon Riv~r in Hudfon's Bay, who, about 15 Years be~
" fore that.Time, went to War againft a Nation living Northward on .
, the WeflernOcean- of America. When- they went they- carried their,
, .Families with them, and h~lOted and fifued from Place to Place for
, two Winters and one Summer, having left their Country in Autumn;
,. and in April" following Came to the Sea Side, on the Weftern Coaft,·

, where __
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:<' -where theyimmediately made their Canoes. At [orne 1iJj:l~Diftance
" they raw an Ifland, which ,was about a League and a Half IOJJg yvh~p
" the Tide was out, or Water fell, they had no Water betwixt them and
., the Illand, but when it rofe it covered all the Paflage betwixt them and
.c the Ifland, as high up as the Woods upOl.1 the S~or~. The~e ~~~~
" left their 'Vives and Children, and old Men, to conduc]; them hO~t
, and provide 'them with Provifions, by' hunting and fhooting for them'
~ on the Road; and. he; with thirty Warriors, went il} ~eO: of their

~, Enemies the rete Plat. After they parted with their Families th~y
, came to 11 Streight, which they paired in their Canoes. The Sea
., Coaft lay almoft Eaft and Weft; -for he faid the Sup rofe \Jpon his
" Right Hand, and at' N oon it was almofl; behind him a~ he 'paffe~ .tg.~
" Streight, and always fet in the Sea. .After pafling the Streight ~h~y
., coafted along the Shore' three Months, going into the Country o'r
" Woods as they went along to hunt for Provifions. He faid they'raW
, a great manl' large black Fifh f;poutin~ up W ater jn the Sea. Af~~r
, they had coafted for near three Months, they faw t.Q.yFoodl:eps of rom~
.; Men on the Sand; then judged they were near their Enemies, quitted
.' their .Canoes, .went five Days through the w:Qods to' the Banks Qf :;t
~ River, found t~e;r Ene~l1Y'~Town, made .an. Attack, the Enemy ral;-
~ lied an,d put .~hem to flight.' Then proce.eds, " upon which they fled
, to the W 909s, and from thence made their E[cape to their Canoes be-
, fore thei;Enemies overtook them, and after a great .de~l of Fatigue
, got to the Streight; and, ilfter, gc;tting over, they all died one after
f. the other; e}ccept this old Map, of Fa~igue and Famine, leilving him
, alone to travel to his own Country, which took him up about a Year's
f. Time.' When he re'lched the .River Sakie he met his ,Frien,ds agai~,
who relieved him. .

The Indians that this antient I~dian went to War againft, (and thIS
Indian was livi~g at York Fort in lfu.djim's B,ay in 1746) are mentioned
to be the '['ete Plat, or ·Plafcotez de Chieus. The Part which, t~ey inhabi~
is variouny laid down by the Geographers; by fome in L~t. 97, LOl)/Sj
2.65 Eaft 'from Ferro, which is the extremefl: Longitude that their Country
is laid down in. Monf. deLijle and others place them in Lat. 63, a~dLong.
2. 80 Eaft·froffi Ferro, fo their true Situation is uncertain. Yet it is apparent
that they do not live near to or on the Coaft of the South Sea, or Weftern
O,ean .. For what Jof!ph Ie France in this Account, and fo .of al~lndians,

, / '
meant·
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meant by the W'~rd Seais ~ny Mafs or Colletrion 'of Salt Waters which
fiaye a Tide. P. 38, In the fameWork, giving an Account of the lndian~
paffing down to TorkFort, 'The River de Terre Rouge, and from that
, Place they defcend gradually to the Sea.' By which JoJepble France'
lheans Hjldjon's Bay. Governor Dobbs mentioning the Weftern Ocean of
America is a i\:tiftake, which he was led into as having a Confiftency
with the Syftern which he had adopted. Thefe Warriors left their own,
Country in Autumn, are faid to have lived near Port Nelfon OJ York,
Fort, and were at the Sea Side in"April. Their, not being fooner is not
to be attributed to the Length of the Journey but to theSeafon of the
Year. The old Indian was a Year returning to his own Country; but
he ':tas fatigued and almoft famifhed, fo labouring under a great Debi-
lity, and had his Food to feek in whatever Manner he could procure it..
The 'Vinte~ alfo came on foon after his return from the Enemy. They
'were 01\ the Weftern Side of the Land, which feparates HudJon's Bay'
'from th:i\: Sea, where they faw fa great a Tide. Afterwards paired a·.
'Streight, which Streight lay North and South. The Sea they came from
and the Sea they paired into after fuch Streight, laid Eaft. and Weft.
They continually kept the Weftern Shore, .~s that was the Side on which.
their Enemy lived; and though they were, fa long as three Months in.
their Pairage, they were obliged to go every Day afhore to. hunt, being
·thirty in Company, required a pretty confiderable Subfiftance, Their
Canoes, can bear no Serge or Wave when the Wind blows, therefore are'

. obliged to keep clofe to the Shore, and muft go to the Bottom of each
Bay .

I"

.
This Account agrees both with that of de Fonte and de Fuca. The Sea

they imbarked on was that at the Back of Hudfon:» Bay, and the Streight
: might he formed by fame Ifland, or both the Shores approach each other,
tho' the Account is not fufficiently intelligible to make any Defcription .9f
it in the Map. De Fuca fays the Streight grew wider when he entered

.. fuch Sea).which feems to imply it had been narrow, And the India,ns, ..as
before-mentioned, faid there was a Streight) and they can perceive the>
Land on the other Side, De Fuca alfo mentions he went afhore, and
found the Land fruitful, and rich of Gold and Silver and Pearls, and
other Things, like Nova Hifpania. Which fhews it was a 'mixed Coun-
try; for a fruitful Country and a Produce of Gold and Silver i~ not .a,

. 7 Defcriptioa,
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Defcription compatible with' one and the [arne Part. The one we may
fuppofe the Defcription of the' Parts n~arer the Ocean, the other oi the
Parts where the Tete Plat live: But the old Indian' feems ~lfo to make'
a Diftinction , for he fays they. went to hunt 'in th~Country and, the
\V oods. When' they had paffed the Streight, they carne into the broader.
Part of the Streight of Anian, which appeared-to them to be a Sea. As
to the'Place of theirImbarkation, they wouldbe directe?by: where they
could procure Birch to make their Canoes, - ','

The true Situation of the Part they went to, .nor where they imbarked
is notto be determined with any Certaiaty., .but it doth .not £:an:y. the
leaft Probability that. the went to Wariwith. a.People more than a tboui'
fand Miles diflant. It is fcarce probable. they 'had eyer heard the_~ ,am~
of the Inhabitants .of .thofe Pans, much, more fq, acquainted with !~e1r
Situation as to be able to form, a.Plan 9f going t() c()nq~er them. There
-mufl have been fame particular Caufe for their going to War with a Peqple'
fa far off; what that .was it would be difficult to imagine; 'if if was 'only to
fhew tl~eir Prowefs;: they muft have .had Enemies nearer horne, againlt
whom there was a greater Probability of .fucceeding. Neither could It b~
at thatDiftance, as the.y had one continued Scene of Fatigue until they
reached the Streights; their Hearts broken by Reafo~ of the Difappoint-
merit, the Heat of Summer, no venturing afhore but for a very fhortTime,
either for Food or Refrefhrnent, as they expected the Conquerors to
follow them with Canoes, it would have been impoffible for them to
have reached the Streight. If they had a hundred Leagues a direct
Courfe until they attainedthe Place of their Irnbarkation, and.by going
r~und the Bays, might be near twice that Diftance, the Current -alfo
againft them, it would be fufficient, flout young Fellows, and full of
Blood as they were, for what they underwent to be fatal to them. It is
evident the Streight' was not far from where they imbarked, and the Re·
lation feems to exprefs it fo, as 'they had fuch a Fatigue in attaining to
it. Allowing the crete Plat to be in Long. 108 Degrees from London,
and the true Courfe was ·W. S. W. or E. N. E. on their return, with a
DiG:ance of a hundred Leagues, they would. alter their Latitude 114

Miles, and make 277 'Miles Departl.m~, which, with 27 Miles toa De-
gree, would make the Place of their In:barkaticn to be in Longi-
Wde 98 from London, abvi.lt. the Longitude of Ronquillo. As to the

:2 Latitude,
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Latitude where the' crete Plat Indians live, and as' to" the Longitude it
is but conjecture; there is fuch a Difcordancy and Contradiction in
the Maps, there is fuch Uncertainty, that the North-weft and Weft .
Parts beyond Hudfon's Bay in the Latitude of Churchill, Ieem to be
entirely unknown. But this is to be obferved, and which has been
my Direction in there Obfervations, the Northern Indians and the Home
Indians about the Factory of York Fort, mention thefe Tete Plat Indians ;
and fpeak of them as their Enemies, therefore they cannot be at fa great
a Diftance as the Weftern Ocean,- neither further than where I have fup-
pofed their Country to be. For as the Time the Indians were going
there three Months, that is not to be confidered [0 much with refpett
to the Diftance, as they would choofe a p"roper Seafon, when, there were '
the feweft Indians in the Towns, and wer~ moftlyengaged abroad in their '
Summer hunting. Perhaps there are no People who plan better in the
Partizan Vi ay,'and execute with more Succefs. They fix the Time they
intend to make their Attack before they fet out, then proceed eafily and
gradually towards their Enemy's Country, allowing a Sufficiency of
Time in which they may recover anyAccident by which they might be
delayed, as unfeafonable Weather, Difficulty and Difappointments as to
procuring Subfiftance, or any Indifpofition, that they go to Action in
their' full Strength and Vigour; as an Indian who conducts an Expedi-
tion would be as much contemned for Want of Prudence, on his Re-
turn to the Towns; as he would for his Want of Conduct in Ieadinz his

" 0

People to an Attack, and when the Enemy was too powerful not bring-
ing them off without the Lofs of a Scalp. In either of which Cafes the
young People, who obferve freely the rnoft exact Difcipline, and im-
plicitly obey' what he orders, would not go any more to War with him.

~ Which W fl.ythe Bofton Ship made this Paffage is uncertain. Gibbons
was acquainted with Bylot, was Shipmate with him in Sir'Thomas Button's
Voyage. Bylot was alfo with Gibbons the Time he loft his Seafon, by
being detained in the Ice. "Bjlot made an Expedition for Dilcoveryof
a Paffage in the Year 16 I5, on Sir Tbomas Button having at" a Trial of
a Tide off the Ifland of Nottingham, in HudJon's Streights, found it came
from the North-weft, and to be from an Opening at the Back of Cary's
8wans-nejl, this Tide he went in Purfuit of; and was as far up as Lat.
65 Deg, 26 Min. then fuppofed where hewas was nothing but a Bay,

_...... R but
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but could not (he had gone up the Eail:) return downthe \Veil: Shore."
Whether Gibbons took his Information from Bylot, and purfued his Plan,

I .

is uncertain, and found his Way round the Head at Repulft Bay. He
was alfo acquainted with what Fox had done, who went into Lat. 66 Deg.
5 Min. fa further than Bylot, who. did not return down the W ~ftern
Shore; but his People being indifpofed,and not, finding' a North-weft,
Tide, he haftened home. Thefe Parts, therefore, were. not properly
fearched, the Conclufion drawn for there not being a' Paffage there, >

being' that- the Tide came from the Eaftward.
! '

Or whether Gibbo«: went through HudJon's Bay is equally uncertain.
The undifcovered Parts of which 'Bay, or the Openings that were not .de-.
termined in the Expedition in the Year 1747,- are in a Map ,h~retO:.an.-
nexed. But the Termination of Cheflerfield's or Bowden's Inlet hath-been
Iince fearched by the Direction of the Hudfon's Bay Company,. and- a,

Plan made of it, which I have not feen. Their Defign was to go as far:-
up fuch Inlet until it terminated, or there was a P-aff~ge into another
Water. But as it is terminated by Land, and if 'there is no I1nlet or
Opening left on the North or South Shore unfearched, or a Survey
taken from the Heights, by which they could be fatisfied- there was
no Communication with any other Waters by which there. could -be a."
Paffage, it is to be concluded that Cbefterfield Inlet is no Streight or Paf-
fage as was expected, and, it appeared to be as far as the Californias.
Boat went up, according to the Report made at, that Time. The People,
who had been in the Boat belonging to the California~ 'when the Ship:
was going up Wager Bay, where" from the Depth of the Water, 't:lte

.Breadth between both Shores, the high mountainous Land, there was,
great Reafon to believe there was a Streight or Paffage : Thofe People
declared, if there was .a Streight they were. aflured t11ai..Ch£jJirfie!d Inlet;
was a. Streight alfo ..

There remains then to be fearched for the. Difcovery of a Pa{fage, the-
Opening called Piftol Bay, in ,Hudfon's Bay. That Part whicl{By!ot and
fox left undetermined, along the Coafb to Southward of B.affin's Bay.cal,
led Cumberland Illes, which entirely confifts of large. Inlets and broken
Lands. We may be too premature in our Conclufions as. to. the Irn ....
practicability of fuch a Paifage from the high Latitude and the Short ...

~{S; .
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nets of the Seafon, as we have the Inftance of the Bofion Ship, which was
.fo far advanced in the Sea to Weftward of Hudfon's Bay in the Month of
:Auguft; and fome Time would be taken up in finding out the Wat.
,The ftrong Tides that fet in, and the Current when to Weftward, which
there is apparently in the other Sea, may give an Expedition that may .

. compenfate againft the .Shortnefs of the Seafon. I t is but a Ihort Time'
that would be required to pafs that Part of the Paifage which lies in
.thofe higli Latitudes, as the Courfe would be foon altered. to the
Southward.

Seyxas y Looera, in his Tbeatra Naval Hydrograpbico, in the feventh
Chapter, P. 4~6, fays, ' North-eaft of America there is the Co aft of

" Greenland, from Iixty to fixty-eight Degrees, where there is to the Eaft /
, the Entrance of the Streight of Frobifber. r North-weft in the different
, Iilands which cornpofe the N orthern Parts of America, there is the
, Entrance of the Streight of HudJon, where the North Sea communi-
, cates with the South Sea, pailing out of the Entrance of the Srreizltc

, ,0

, of Ani-an, which runs North-eaft and-South-weft to the Northward of'
, the Ifland- of Calif ornia; , which .Streight is hid by great GUlphs on.
, the Part that ·is North of America, which' contain fuch great Iflands,
, as Cumberland (or Efioliland) that are more than one hundred Leagues
, in Length from North-eaft to South-weft, and their Extremity from
"Eaft to Weft more than feventy Leagues.'-Page 44. ' Some hold it
, for certain that you canfail from Spain to China through thofe Streights;
, or to Japan, or to the Lands of Efo, in three Months. As fays alfo
, Doctor Pedro de Syria; but-it is the Opinion of D. '1'. V. r. Author of
, the Hifrory of the Imperial States of the World, that he holds it for
, uncertain whethe~ there- is fuch Streight by which you can pafs from
, the North to the South Sea.-P. 45. There were fome of-the SUbjects
, of the King of France,who offered thernfelves if they could get his

" Majefty's Licence, to perform that Voyage in four Months; entering
" the Canal de Hudjon from out of the Ocean, ,~ith a Courfe North-weft
, or Weft North-weft, taking always a Sight of the Co aft at Noon, they
, Ihould att~ih to the Height of the Arftic Circle, or one Degree more,
, as in making that Voyage they will be favoured in that Parr by th~
, Currents and Winds from the Eaft and South-eaft, and afterwards in

R 2 , their
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, their Paffage by the Streight of Anian, the Winds and Currents would
, be from the North.-It is [aid that [orne Strangers (on what Occa-
, fion is not faid) have gone that Rout; and that there is in the Ar-
, chieves of the Admiralty of Lifton, and of the Contratacion at Seville, a
, Copy of fuch Rout; what I here obferve is the fame with, what-Don
, Francifc.o de San Millan obferves,' from which or from the Copy of
, which Rout .to be feen in various Languages, or the Difpofition of the
, [aid Streights, he holds it for certain that there is fuch a Courfe, and
, relates, That a Hollander, on the Evidence of a Spaniard who was
, aboard his Ship, from the North of California, forced by the Winds
'.from South-weft, attained' to Iixty-fix Degrees North-eaft, . after-
, wards took a Courfe Eaft, and Eaft South-eaft, came into fifty-eight
5- Degrees, when he entered the North Sea to Northward of 'l'erra Nova,
~ from thence, to Scotland, and from Scotland to Lifbon; in lefs than three
~ Months from the Port of Nativadad to Lifbon; of which Voyage he
" makes no Doubt.' And Seyxas obferves, he 'hath feen many other
'Accounts of Voyages made from·Holland, alfo from England, to the
South Sea in three or four Months, which he much doubts, from the
.Shortnefs of the Time; alfo as in the Spanijb Hiftorians they have a~
Account of what paffes in the feveral Part'S of the South Sea, in Cathay"
and China, and no fuch Thing is to be found in the Bibliatbeca of the
Licentiate Antonio de Leon, which fets forth all the Difcoveries and
.voyages which have been made from any Region from the Year 12.00

in dmer:ita, " . I '.'

, " j;

! It ~splain from the Account of Seyxas, he doth not determine' abfo-
. lutely for a Paffage, but. that there; is a Paffage is his Opinion. His chief
:ObjeCtiori.rs·to the Accounts·frort}1t·he'Brevity:of the Time in which the
Voy<!ges>\vere ..faid to' be performed, and there being no Account in a.

. careful Writer of' the nm::ovet-i¢s· made in' thofe ·Parts.' He doth .not
.confine the Paffage ttl Hudjon-'s Bky, as 'L'underftand him, but t-o the
Streight and the other Openings to 'N~orthward through Cumberlan.d Tfles,
'~ndj t~at they go' up into' as high a Latitude as the Arfih Circle .. Which

, is agreeable:tb Acdfl'a''S Account, and gives a funher Explanation to his;
.. }ilea~h~ 'than I have a1ready done. As to w1tl1chmes,. and to the North~

\War.d·(l.ud E~:W:llJ;l;l.ofCarl'S s.watJs-nejf.~ it is·;.apparent,_ frum the Peru~.
'fal
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fal of the Voyages, there hath been no certain Account on :1 compleat
'Difcovery as to thofe Parts. What he fays as to the Voyage of die Hol-
ilander, it muft be obferved it was' while Holland was under the Spanijh
-Government in the Reign of Philip the Second, and feerns to be the'

: fame Voyage, of which Mentionhath been made .that an Account was.
found arnongft the Papers of that Prince.

~
It hath been Ihewn to have been 'the conftant Opinion. of there being

<aNorth-weft Paffage from the-Time foon after which the South Sea was
'difcovered- near. the Weflern Part of America, and that this Opinion was
adopted by the- greateft Men' not only in the Time they lived, but whofe
-Eminence and great Abilities are revered by the prefect Age. That.

- 'there is a Sea to-Weftwardof iludfan's Bay, there hath been given rhe
concurrent Teftirneny 'of Indians;· and of Navigators 'and Indians that.
thereis a Streight which unites fuch Sea with the Weftern Ocean. Tho

,Voyage which lead us Into thefe Confiderations, hath fo manyCircum-
-, .. frances relating to it, which,· now' they have been confidered, Ihew the

greateft Probability of its being. authentick , which carry with them as
much the Evidence of a Fatl!, afford as great a Degree of cCr:edibility a£.
we have for any Tranfaction done 'a long T'ime fince, which hath not
been. of a publick Nature and tranfacted in the Face of the. World, fo
'as to fall under the Notice of every one, though under the Difadvan-
·.tage that the Intent on one Part! muft have' been t-o have. it concealed
and-buried in ObliviOIl.Tranfa6too a.lfo by Perfons in- a private Part
<>f the World, who only fpoke of it amongft their Friends at home,
being themfelves Strange-rs to what they had effeded, and made httle
-Account of their Voyage. Befides the- Chagrin of their Difappointmenr,
'and the illnatured Reflections it might fubje¢t them to, they might .rhink
it alfo beft DOt to communicate it to the Publick, as it might enco.urag~
others to the like Undertaking, and fo they fall into the Han9s of the
Spaniards, not only at the Hasard of their Ship, but their Lives, .m at
leaft fubjetl: vhem to many Hardfhips.fuch as tlwy had fuflained 'gi ne
Purpofe. _ Therefore they thought Frape.r to fay little .about the.ir, I{ifto.
very, a:.sit might .only be .a Mf;ans.'of ~ntrapping (orne braye.Adv.efu.
turers, 'who might be animated by, t~eir Exampie to.aJ~y.lIIuiertaking ..
1:hefe wQ\lkLbe.and were~. by,it~ bejng 10 litt1~ lWbli!hed. on.tOOr PI\r -

~nd
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(and'flo,A;ceounts of itJn:Englaml, !vhich,{hew~ their Friends wet:e under
.an I~itlnthon not to makei; p'ublick) the .Refolutions" qf fuch fenfib~e
land fagacious Men a?'Gib'b,pn{"and Shapley-were agreeable: to whi~h they
~aaed. All wliich'Circu111ftanceS cO'il1idered,· what Degree of Evidence
can be required more than, hath, been given ,to authenticate this Account

of de Fonte?

Thole who argue againft·a North-weft Paffage have- no better Foun-
-dation for their' Arguments, THan that- there is .no J'ide from W ~ft~
/ward. Which is arguing- only for the Truth of a Syftem,- and hath
.nothinz to do with the Reality of a Paffage, and in all Probability hath

::;, . - '

been the principal Occafion. that .a Eaffage, 'Hath not been compleated:
-For-a different Courfe.ofthe Land, andno Tide from W.eJhvard'J.col)~
eluded any further Searches.in fuch .Part; 'but on a due Survey made ~f
1:he Map, as the Tide will enter up the Streight of de Fuca, and proba-
bly other c.ontiguDustEntrances which are, not yet known, be fides the. ..
North-eafl' Branch-of the South Sea,' -which we fuppofe ,to· join with fuch
Streight; the 'pido would sn t.h~(Sea o~ the;:&a~k 0fJlud[tm's'B-ay;, and
,the Openings ,butJ·b~.ichecked 1::0. the Northward by -tb-~:Curnmt:h~n~
mayrbe hindered.from coming into HudJon's Bay through .the .Inler from
Caufes not known, or- there being great Indraughts on the oppofite
-Shore, ~hich may ta'kte off nhe' Force of the Tide,. ane} callfe it .1:..0 .cpm~
btit a. frrralrWay .up' ft~ch,Inlet:. ;There is. Reafon to believe ,~he proper
Pa1fage is.'pp the .IStr.e-ight of, de flEu,ca, .th.erefor~ that: is the, proper
Streight of Aninn, 'as d.e Fonte procee~~d no fur~her thap Los Reyes; land
:(:ko!ared there was, n.o.North-weft P~ffage; 1;:>utthe North~eafl: Part of
the) South.' ~ea hath a' Coinm].11)icatron, as. is eXP,fe.lIed·in .the Map" in
defc';;ibing w~ich a Certainty cannot be- expected; at an Ex~ftnefs put·
~hat m:a.y Jie,'c.Qn€racli¢l:e_d,if. a Difacw¢ry- be made. 'Fhe :9e,figp of dl~
Mfl.p-i)beftde wli.atl,relatest~~theExpeqitjon:ofde·Fonlg, i'S'to;JbewJhery
is, a Streight, called the. Stteight 'of'de Fura. I A Sq ar the. He~d of tha·t
Streight, at:the. Back of Hudfon's Bay, from w~ich Sea there .is a Paifage
ei:tIier. by '~rt Inlet 'iute! FfddflI'n':sJJ.a-Y, or' b-y a. ~treig1it. :at the Head of
R"Cpulfe-Bay; hnd fi} WNotthward. ofeHttdf().n~s Bay; [wm which'Streight
there is ,a.PMfa'gc'inro the' NodE. Sea :;e!ther; to:rEaftward of the Land of
QaTJ~ ~'lI.J-ans:neft.. into Hudftn-:S .Str,eight, or by' Cumberland Illi:s, and ex-

.1 preffed .
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pielfed in the Map' in the Manner that the refpeCl:ive Accounts reprefe;lty
'according to our Uriderfl:anding of them, with a Submiflion to Correction) ,
and fuperior judgment; But an abfolure Contradiction without invali-r
,dating 'the.A:ccbu~ts' 'on w-hich fuch Map is -conftructed, or to fay there.
is :~o' NorEh-'weft Paffage, -whichit is impoffible 1hmild be 'determined:
until ~S~.ak:his made, in the Parts which remain to be fearched, .are no-
()b~eCl:ions, ~ar~:only Opinions, without any Authority to fupport them;
which T'ime· muft rectify.' , :. ,r '~' I I '~ I ~ ! '~,
! ~...~ f.~ ~J. J..'.I. J.'~ ~ jI:. r,",Jj, Yl'V0J i ,. ..

• c ~ ...
• <!'~ • /

, :To ~dk~ )an: Expedition to- cl1foover wf1eth~r there i~'a Faffdge .by thofe '
• _ r. . , .. •.

Parts which remain unfearched, purpbfely Prom England, is what I think.:
an honeft, dilfirlt~refted;' 'or impartial Perfo~n'c~nnotrecommend) as fuch,
:Ekpeditior1s lnigllt', be repeated 'with r~~bit .Expence]: arid' I ~he'Evens un-
certain. r' .The'J<§J;erri'IDerlt gave, their 'Affifuuice, rand ..~he Gehewfityof
the Merchants hath been o[uffi:cienily'experiericed4J both .in England ,~md
America: Therefore it becomes everyone whofe Intention it is folely
tha't.fu6h "it 'beneficial Service flrould be do~e' to avoid propofing what

- might, in: the Cenlequence, (be an, unnec.eff':iry Expence to Governmenr,
and abufe the 'Generofity of the Merchants, ~, . f:' !,

'I ,~ ~

. ' The Ships. whi'ch went on' thefe Expedition$, after th~y left. the Ork..,
l1eys, had n.o~Place to pilt in.ro) n~itfJer.fouJd ~hey there YV:,ood or Wa-
t~r,. or conveniently repair a :qall1ag~ .. If ~hey m€t ~ith a Dela¥ in pa;f-
"fiPlg./;fudJon's,Strejgl;ts, Jhe.y '\\;ere 0bliged1.) fw;rp the' fmal} Pal:t of th~
SeafOD tllat ~as. remail}llg, ,to 'g.b to th~ J.{1:fdfon'8.- ~y. If.act()rjes ,t()winter;.
'that they.might have' tht mplJerTjrpe .the- rn~xt ..rear.; were 99-liged tc?,
go to the FaCtories earlier than, they were ,neceffitated on Ac.count of the
Weather,. :in order to get' their Ships iaid up" and every other Conve-
nienc:e for wintering pn;pare,d pefo!e ~?at the_V\Tinter fet int The, Hud-.
fini's' Bay GQinpan:y; jeo/lous, of a Pei~g\lto in~ertere with thei(Trade;,
probably their F.~ars not in grounded;, the C;onfeq\le~ce was, there was.
no .Cordiality between the FaCl;ol's 'and the Captains. The Ships People,.
by wintering~ funered iil their Health, great Wages going on, a Confump~
:tion, of ~rQ'v,ifio~s; a Sgirit of Difc9ntent and ,Oppofition amongft the
inferior 'officers,: .which ~b.fl:ruCl:~,dthe Succefs of the ~ext Sun'uuer. T~

- obviate all.-whi'ch in at;y fmllrG; Procee1ings,. a Difcovery was undertaken
Of!: the Coaft of Labrador, to find Harbours on that Co~ft which Ships.
cOJ.lld repair to if neceffi.ry on their Voyage out, or to repair tel on the iF'

~.\.hl,~



return, which they .c,ould be at fooner than at .the ~FaC\:ories, fray' longer.
on Di[covery, and 'return the fame Year to Engla'nd. How well this At-
tempt anfwered th~ Defign, may be collected from the Extrad from a
Journal of a,Voyage here<!qt.o annexed, pertormed in the Year 175J,
giving an Account of the,Coaft 'of Labrador. As what is now to be
done in the Difcovery of a Paffage in Hudfon'5 Bay may be effeCl:-ed in a
Summer, and if there is the defired Succefs, 'an Inlet found by which
there .is a Paffage' into the Sea adjacent out. of that Ba¥, the -Vef-
fel which makes fuch Difcovery, and all Ships 'at their return by fuch
Inlet, will have no Occafion, to. g9 ,~o' the Southern Part of ' the Bay.
~t will be, out of their Courfe, but proceed through' the Streights to
J-abraJr;r, there Wood and Water, get frefh Fifh, and other Refrefh-
ments; can repair, any Damage either' as to their Mafls, 'or their Hull;
and return the fame Year to England by the common Tract of the New-:
found/and Ships, and not to go to the Orkneys. .

, That there was a good fifhing Bank, a Coaft convenient for carrying
on a Fifhery, a Fur Trade, alfo for Whalebone and Oil with the Ej1<emaux
Indians, was a Difcovery the Confequencc of that Attempt from America.
To take the Benefit of which Difcovery Ieerns now: to be the Intention
of the Pl1blick.· And a Survey of fuch Coaft being ordered to be made
by the Government, if fuch Survey is extended fo far as to thofe Parts;
in which as already mentioned fuch Paffage muft be, and without it is
fa far extended, the Defign of attaining a true Geographical Account of
the Northern Coafts , of America would 'be incompleat- By this Means
it muft be known whether -there is fuch a Paffage, the Probability of
which is unqueftionable. Alfo by fuch Survey 3: better Account 'will be
got which Way the Whales take their Courfes, and confequently where
it is beft to go in Purfuit of them. Alfo as to thofe Efkemau» who fre-
quent to Northward of Hudfon's Streights, where they retire to, and a
proper Place be found to keep a Fair with them. As thefe Ejkemaux as
well as, thofe on Greenland Side, who have not come into thofe Parts any
'long Duration of Time, being the fame Kind of Indians with thofe in the
South Sea, and as they tranfport themfelves and Families from one Part

to another by Water, it feems highly probable that it is by fuch a Paffage
or Streight that they have got fo far to Eaftward. This Difcovery of a

Paffage

•
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Paffage can be made without any additional Expence, wove in with
other Services, as was in the Difcoveries which were ordered. to be made
by the King of Spain on the Coafts of California. The Propriety of a
Veflel to make fuch a Survey, and the Abilities and Fideliry of the
Perfons will be undoubtedly taken Care for. .The Run from Labra-
dor, let it be from any Harbour, will be but fi~ali' to' any where,
where it is neceffary to make the Survey. The Perfons fent will go frefh
out of Harbour, whereas, with a Run from the Orkneys, the People are
fatigued; will now be refrefhed as if they had not come from Europe.
Will be out from fuch Harbour but a few Weeks, in a fine Seafon of the
Year, no Way debilitated by th~ Scurvy, and in a few Summers will be'
enabled to compleat their Survey of that Coaft , uGng fuch an Affiduity
as they proceed as not to leave any Part o.n Suppofition or Truft, but
being aflured where any Inlet or Opening determines. A Perf on who
underftands Ejkemaux, and one or more Ejkemaux to be procured,
would be of Service as Pilots, and to give an Account of the adjacent
Country. And there is no Veflel (it is mentioned as perhaps it is not
fo very well known) fo proper a~d ferviceable for thisJong-ihore'Vork:
as a Marble-head Schooner, about fixty Tons, fortified as to the Ice, and
would be at all Times a ufeful Tender; and a proper Boat 'if necelfary
to be left at the Labrador. What would give due Force to Iuch Expe-
ditions, would be the Commodore of the Man of War being fo near,
under whore Eye the Whole would be done, who would direct their fit-
ting out, receive their Report on their return, order a Review if necef-
fary, and be the Occafion of that due Subordination and Obedience both
of Officers and Men, which it is often very difficult to effeCt:on fuch
Voyages. Merit will then be diftinguifhed, and the Credulity ~f the
Perfons at horne will not be impofed on, and no Difcouragement of thofe
who diftinguifh thernfelves in the Execution of fuch laudable Attempts.
Such a Paffage being difcovered, and the Sea entered, to Weftward of
Hudfon:« Bay, the Manner of proceeding afterwards rnuft be left to fu-
perior Judgment.

S
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An, ~ X T R.ACT .from a Journal ~f a Voyage- made

from PhilaJelphia in 1753.

TH.~C~aft of Labrador to Nort~war.d ~f t~e L~titude of 57 neg. 30
Min, IS reprefented by Captain BenJamm Gillam (an Extract' of

whofe Journal the Author had) as a perilous Coaft, and without any In-
lets; therefore the Defign was to fall in with the Land to Southward of
that Latitude, which was attempted Augufl the zd , a thick Fog, but
expected when more in with the Land to have dear Weather. They

\ raw Ice at times the whole Day, and in the Evening found themfelves
imbayed in a Body of Ice, and plainly perceiving Points of Rocks
amongft the Ice,ftood out again during the whole Night for a clear Sea"
which they fortunately obtained the next Morning.

It was then propofed to ftand yet more Southward, to make the Land
in Latitude 56°, and fearch the Inlet of Davis. From the 3d to the 9th
had various Weather, the Air temperate, Calms and light Winds, thick
Fogs for fome Days, the latter Part of the Time haizey, with Rain,
which was fucceeded the loth of Augttfl with a hard Gale of Wind that

S '2 moderated
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moderated on the I I th, and clear Weather: Saw Rockweed, fame Kelp,
Land Birds, a Number of large Iflands of Ice, but no flat Ice; con-
clude-d in the Afternoon that they faw the Looming of the Land in Lat.
56 Deg. 2 Min. Long. 56 Deg. 42 Min. at Eight at Night had Sound-
ing~ 95 Fathom, at Ten at Night 80 Fathom.

Auguft the r zth, fine pleafant Weather; at Eight o'Clock had 40 Fa-
• 1

thorn Soundings, and at Ten made the Land, bearing W. by S. ten
Leagues. Many .Iflands of. lee, but the Wind - contrary for Davis's
'Inlet, ftood towards another Opening which prornifed, a good Har-
bour; but not being able to attain it before Night, flood on and off un-
til the next Morning, ' fine pleafant Weather; and Auguft the r jth, by'
Four in the .Morning, were in with the Land. A Whale-boat, with pro-
per Hahds, was fent to found a-head, and find a Harbour. SOQn after
a Crr was heard from an Ifland to Northward; there appeared to be
five Perfons. Some Rings, Knives, Sciffors, and Iron Hoop, being taken
by the People into the Boat, after rowing ~bout a League they entered
into a fmailrHarbour~ near the Place .where the five Perfons were firft

\ .. - .. ...
feen, but who had retired. Entering, the Harbour they faw Shallops
built after the Newfoundland Manner, at Anchor, with Buoys and Ca-
bles, a Maft, a fquare Yard athwart, with a Sail bent, a Tilt made of
Seal.Skrns abaft; IlJ~i5Boats.were tarred, that Summer's ~or~.· Upon
the Sigr~-of thefe Bo~t:s a'~o~bt arqfe _~~ether -~hey.were Indi~ns s:whom
they had feen, or Iomq ul}for;tunat.~ .~hip;wrecked Peopl~~-. ,J

. W hen the Boat got further into the Harbour _two Eftema~x 'Injians
came off, the one a Man in Years, the other a Y0ung ¥an. The elder
Man had a fmall black Beard. The elder Man being prefented with a
Ring, immediately put it on his Finger; the young Man did the fame
when one was prefented him. Both declined accepting Pieces of Iron
I.:.Ioop, a very agreeable Prefent to the EJkemaux on the Weftern Side
HudJon's Bay. They knew what Fire-arms were, which theyfaw in the
Boat: Alfo afked for fome Pork, which they faw, and had been taken
into the Boat for Fear the Schooner and the Boat Ihould be feparated;
and, on the Boatfmen not having a Knife immediately ready, they pro-
.¢.uced a Knife apiece; and the elder Man ufed the Word Cnpit ainz in
his Addrefs , had -a Complaifance in his Behaviour. From thefe Cir-

- - cumftances
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cumftances it was plain they carried on a Trade with the French; tho' ..
the latefb French Authors reprefenred them as a favage People, who would.
never have any Commerce, with them. And a Motive for this Under-:
ta,!(ing was from an Opinion, that no Trade had been carried on in thefe .
Parts, either by- Europeans or Americans, the printed Accounts and com-
mon Report' both agreed in this. It was apparent to whom thefe Boats
belonged; and there were more than' twenty EJkeniaux afhore, of va-:
rious Sexes and Ages, who kept fhaking of old Cloaths for Sale; and
the elder Man preffed the People in the Boot very rm ch to come afhore,
alfo to bring the Schooner to an. Anchor, which was ftanding on and,
off; but as the Day advanced, the Situation the Schooner was in, being,
many. fmallIflands about" antl a fine Opening. which promifed a good
Harbour in the main. Land, they declined the Invitation, and there was
an Ejkemaux ready with a large Coil, of Whalebone, Ieerningly for the
.Boat.to warp in to a fmall Cove and make fail: with. , Thefe Civilities
were acknowledged by a Prefent being fent to thofe afhore, and after.
fhewing where they intended. for, the Boat returned aboard the Schooner.

. The People on board -the Schooner, as they advanced towards the
Inlet where they expected a- Harbour, hoifted their Enfign, which was
very large; and fired two Swivels by way of Salute; '{oon after the EJke~ .
mauxs difplayed on the Rocks -a large white Enfign, on a high Pole; .
and when there was Occafion to lower t~e Schooner's Colours, the EJke~
mauxs lowered theirs; theSchooner's Colours being again hoifted, they
hoifted theirs; but a Squal of Sleet and Rain came on, which prevented,
their having a further Sight of each other. At Six in the Evening the
Schoonerwas anchored in a convenient Harbour, a level Shore, with.
high, rocky Land, bare in Spots, the other Parts covered with a good.
Herbage and large Groves of Trees, Firs, Spruce, and Pine. An Evert-
ing Gun was fired fa give the- Natives Notice where the Schooner was,
and alfo a good Watch was ret.

. ./lugu) the , z.rh, at Day, they fired a Swivel aboard the Schooner,
and difplayed their Colours as a Signal for Trade; and a Party went
'afhore to afcend the Heighths. The largeft Trees did not exceed ten
Inches Diameter, and fifty Feet in Heighth; many Runs of excellent
Water, Ponds in level Spots; the Country had an agreeable AfpeCt, a

plentiful
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plentiful Herbage, the Flowers were now blown, the Berries not ripened,
and the Angelica, of-which there was great ~lantity, not feeded. They,
had a very laborious Walk before they attained the defired Summit;
the Mufquetoes very troublefome. Being on an extraordinary Eminence
rhey Iaw the North and South Point of the main Land, or two Capes
which form a Bay, the Northerrnoft was,~omputed to be fomething "to
the Northward of Latitude 56, and the Southermoft in Latitude 55~
The Shore high and bold, to Northward a Number of Reefs of Rocks
lying out a reat W:;1y into the Sea, in the Southern Part ef the Bay
many Wands and two Inlets. - Sixty Wands of Ice of large Dimenfions
in Sight. In the afcending this Heighth, faw many Moofe Deer Paths,
Tracts of other Animals; and in the Ponds Trouts of about ten Inches
in Length. On the Shores few Fowl but Ducks, and a Plenty'ofMufc1es.
The Weather very warm and, pleafant, The Schooner's People found a
Barrel, a'Hogfhead Stave, and a Piece of hewed Wood, on :which it-was
conjectured that this was no unfrequented Harbour .

.
The next Morning, the 15th of AugujJ, the Boat 'was fent to carry

two Perfons to the Head .of the Harbour, that they might travel to a
Mountain about ten Miles off, to- take a View of the inland Part of the
Country. When the Boat returned, the People brought Word they had
[een the Ruins of a Timber Houfe. The Boat was again manned to go
and take a Survey of 5t; and it appeared to have been a Houle built

. ,

for .fome Perfons to winter in, of Logs joined together, part ftanding,
with a Chimney of Brick and Stone entire. The Houfe confifted of
three Rooms, a Log Tent near, and a Pit dug in which they feemed to
have buried their Beer. The Ground cleared at a Diflance round: The
W oods burnt, feveral Hogfheads and Barrels, and feemingly a great
Wafte of Bifcuit, Pork, Salt Fifh, and other Provifions, which feemed
as. if thofe who had been here had retired with great Precipitation;
'neither had been long gone, as there ':Vere frefh Feet Marks on the
Strand, and fame Trees lately hewn, The Marks on the Cafk {hewed
that the People. were from London; and it was Iuppofed thai as the J{.jke-
maux had not come to trade, there. had been a Fray between the EJke-
mau» and thefe People; and when they confidered the compleat Man-
ner in which the Boats were equipped and rigged, doubted whether the
E./l:c112aux had not ov~rpowered them, and had fome of the People with

them.
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them. The great Earneftnefs with which the eider -of·' the Ejkemau,,:
made Signs for the People in the Boat to go afhore, feemed to be with
a particular Defign :!herefore it w~s thought prudent to be very care-
ful in the Watch at Night, to ftrike the Bell every half Hour, to keep
a' continual Walk on Deck, and call All is well, that' the Ejkejnaux
might hear, if they Ihould intend a Surprize, that the People aboard
were on their Guard.

The Morning of, the 16th they run up to the Head of the Harbour
withthe Schooner, to Wood and Water, there being Plenty of Wood
ready cut, and a Place conveniently dammed up to confine a fine Stream
of excellent Water which came from the Heighths. There. was then
found. feveral Pieces of printed Books, in German d EngliJh, the Eng-
lijh Moravian Hymns. Peas, Beans, Turnips, and Radifhes planted,
which feerned as if they would come to no great Perfection, and judged
to have been [owed about threeWeeks. The wooding and watering was

finifhed.byTen at Night, 'but with no fmall Trouble on Account of the
Mufquetoes,though "great Smoaks made to keep them off.

The rwoPerfons who-had been fent to view the inland Country re..
turned in the Morning, after having fpent a rainy Night in the Woods;
gave-an Account that they had been forced to go round' feveral fmall
Lakes, which made the Way longer than expected , and the Mountain
was V'ery -fteepand rugged: . Saw feveral large Spots of excellent Mea-
dow: The Timber much the fame as that on the Shores of the Har-:

_ bour: That they faw two inlets' to Northward, extending a great Way
into the Land: That it was only the Branch of an Inlet that the Veffel
was at Anchor in; but they faw the Termination of the Inlet to be in

large ponds.

The '17th of Augufl the Schooner was to return to her firft Anchorage,
with an Intention to fearch the Inlets to Northward; but the Wind
proved contrary, and a hard Gale, though the Weather pleafant. The
18-rh the Wind moderated, and the Schooner returned to her former'
Anchorage; but the Wind did not ferve to quit the Harbour until the
19th in' the Afternoon; the Interval of Time had been filled up in brew-
ing Spruce Beer, and -doing other neceffary Work with relpect to the

Sails
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Sails and Rigging. .At Six in the Evening was clofe .in with the Iflsnd ,
where they had teen .the Ejkemaux, but now gc;me. It was not until the
z rft, by reafon of Calms and Currents, that they attained to the Inlet
to Northward. Thofe who had been fent out with the Boat to found
a-head, had feen on the Shore an Efkemaux Encampment, from which
they.were but ,very lately retired, and brought from thence a Piece of a
Jawbone of a Spermaceti Whale, which was cut with a Hatchet. It was
plain from that the Ejkemaux were fupplied with Iron Tools: They alfo
found a Piece of an Earthen Jar. :rh~y juc!g~dthere had been about-
eleven Tents.

Thev ad of Auguj!, in the Morning, -the Ship's .Company catched
fome Cod; they were but fmall, but fine full Fifh. The Whaleboat
was fent up with fame Hands, .to found.and find a Harbour": And three
Perfons went on Shore. to a nigh Summit, about four Miles off, to view
the Country: Saw in their Way many Tracts of Deer, a deep Soil, good. '

Grafs, .and met with" feveral .large .level Spots, 'with .Ponds of Water;
thick Grovesof Timber, and a plentiful Herbage. The Country, from
this Summit, appeared. to confift of Ridges and Mountains; and as the
Weat~er changed from fine and pleafant, to thick and hazey. they faw
the Clouds fettle on feveral Ridges of the Mountains near them, as alfo
on the Heighth where they were, and under them. And when they re-
turned the People on board faid they had had fome fmart Showers of
Rain, which thofe who-had been on the Heighth were not fenfible of. .

- In the Afternoon they proceeded with the Schooner to a Harbour
'which thofewho had. been fent out with the 'Whaleboat had difcovered,
an extraordinary fine Harbour., .and i.t may .be.here obferved in general,
that moil of the Harbours are very fineones. There are many of them, .
and not far the one from the other."

There were on the Shore, in many Places, the Remainder of Ejkemaux
Encampments, but fame Time fince they had been there. Timbers of
Boats, on the Shores, which were much decayed, had laid' long in the
Weather; ·in the Carpenter's Opinion the Boats they had belonged to
mLl ft have been bui It fifteen or twenty Years, feemed to be the ,Timbers
of fuch Boats as had been feen with the Ejkemaux.

The
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The' fucceeding Day there' was [uch :VI eather as they could not pro ..
eeed ;' the Day after, the 25th, run up the Inlet about eight Leagues
f,rom the H-arbour, which was about eighteen Leagues from the Entrance
of the Inlet. As they proceeded they found the Country more level,'
thick Woods, intermixed with Birch Trees, and both Shores afforded' a
pleafant Verdure. They could not proceed further with the Schooner,

'.by Reafon of Falls; which, being Iurveyed the next Day, might be
paired with the Schooner, but with fome Difficulty. Therefore early in
the Morning of the 27th, at a proper Time of Tide, when the Falls
were level, a Party went in a Whaleboat, with a Itnall Boat in tow
loaded with Provifions, Bedding, and a Sail for a Tent, to explore the'
Head of the Inlet. The furtheft they could get with the Boat was about
five Leagues, being intercepted by irnpaffable Falls, about 300 Feet in
Length, and forty Feet their perpendicular Height, though of gradual
Defcent. The Fall Rocks, but the Bank of the Northern Shore, which was
fteep, was a Kind of Marl, without any Mixture of Stone; and no frozen
Earth here, or in any other Part, ufual in Hudftn's Bay, as was proved by .
repeated Experiments: Therefore it may be concluded that this is a'
more temperate Climate in Winter than in any Part about Hudftn's Bay,
in the fame or lower Latitudes.

, From the firft Falls to the fecond there were large Levels along Shore,
the MOUl;tains at a confiderab'le Diftance within Land, efpecially thofe
on the North Side. The Mountains and Shores thick cloathed with
Pine, Spruce, Birch, and Alder, much larger and of better Growth
than thofe Trees nearer the Sea Coaft , fame Pines meafured twenty-five
Inches in Diameter. In a Pond, on the North Shore, faw two Beaver

.HO~lfes, and there were Plenty of Beaver Marks, as Dams, Trees barked
and felled by them. The Water was frefh between the firft and fecond
Falls. POles of Indian Tents in many Places along Shore, Lodgments
only for-lingle Families, tied together with Strips of Deer Skin, and
nb Encampments after the Ejkemaux Manner, {hewed that a different In-
dians from the Ejk-emcmx reforted into this Part. The whole Country
had a pleafant Appearance , but as they came near to the upper Falls,
the Verdure of the Woods, barren Points of Rocks that exalted them-

, [elves, terminating the-View, the Difpofition of the Woods which had
all the Regularity of Art, joined to the Freedom of N ature, the Gloom

T of



of the Evening, the now fteady Courfe of the Water, and the Echoes of
the rumbling Fall, afforded fuch a Scene as affected even thofe . that
rowed; and they faid, it was the pleafanteft Place they had. everfeen,
On, a level Point, beautifully green, Iituated at a fmall.Diflance from
an Opening in the Woods, and in full View of and Hearing of the Ealls,
there were the Poles of an Indian Tent, which, from the' Allies fcarce
cold, a Breaft-bone Of a wild Goofe, with fome little Meat on it that had
been broiled, Pieces of Birch Bark left, feemed to have been not long
deferred, and the Situation was fuch as expreffed the late Inhabitants
to have the fofteft Senfations. In coming up the Inlet they had found
where there had beeri a. fmall Fire made, as fuppofed, to drefs Victuals,
but put out or covered with Turf, a ufual Practice arnongft Southern
Indians to conceal the .Smoke, 'when they fuppofe the Enemy is near.
The Boats were fecure1y harboured, a Tent erected, with a good Fire
before it, and the People.refted fecurely all Night.

The next Day, Auguft the 28th, two Perfons were detached to a Sum-
mit, in Appearance about twelve Miles off, others went and hung Strings
of Beads, Combs, Knives,. and' other Peltry, on the Trees, fame at a
Mile, and others at a further Diftance, from where they kept "their
Can.p all Day, to invite the Indians to a Converfe with them; but no
Indians were feen, nor any Thing meddled with. Thofe who had walked
to take the View from the Summit, faw the Water above the Falls ex-
tend a great Diftance into the Country, but not the Tennination of it,
paffing through Meadow Lands of large Dimenfions, and by the Foot of .
finall rifing Land,they faw a large high Ridge of blue Mountains at a
g.reat Diftance, running North and South, which was [uppored-to-be the

'Bounds' of the new difcovered Sea in Hudfon's Bay: Saw feveral other
Ridges of Land? but feemingly more level than thofe to Seaward; paired-
over in travelling fev;eral Spots of excellent Soil, the Timber of good
Size and Growth. There was a great Plenty of Grafs and Herbage;
walked a. great Wa.y in an Indian Path, and faw feveral'marked Trees"
as is practifed amongft. the Southern Indians: They returned in the'
Evening, much fatigued with the Heat of the Sun, and [welled with
the Bite~ of Mufquetoes, and a fmall black Fly, like thofe in England.
called a Midge. Thofe that Itaid, at the EncampmeI].t were alfo much.

plp.gued with there Infects;
The
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The Latitude ~f the upper Falls was 54 Deg. 48 Min. nc~r the ima-
ginary Line that bounded the EngliJh and French Limits in thefe Parts;
and it being fuppofed that the two Inlets, feen fr~m the Height above
the Harbour where they firft anchored, would terminate in the Frcncb

, Limits; they therefore had declined making any Search there, and pro-
ceeded to fearch the Inlet to Northward.

The next Morning they fet out to return to the Schooner, with a
Defign to fearch the other Inlet to Northward, feen from the Mountain
at the Back of the firft Harbour, but not 'feen fince by Reafon of a
high Ridge of Mountains, as it was fuppofed, tk, covered it. In the
Night there had been a Iharp Frofl, and early in the Morning a thick
Fog. About Ten in the Morning they were returned to the Schooner.
Several of the People, contrary to the written Inflructions which were
left, had rambled from the Veflel, got on the Heights, rolled down the
Indian Marks, which are Stones that they put up one on another on
the Knolls and Summits of Hills; to direct them 'in their journeying; a
Proceeding which was highly diflatisfactory to the Commander, confi-
dering the Difpofition which it was found the Natives were in, and
whom, with the greateft Induftry, they could not get a Sight of. The
People had fhot fome few Fowl, which were plentier in this Inlet than
any where that they had feen, but very Ihy a.id wild. They failed that
Afternoon to the Harbour which they were' at when they firft entered

.-this Inlet .

./lugu) the 29th they failed out ,of this Inlet to go to the Northward,
keeping within a Ledge of Wands, as they might pafs no Part' of the
Coaft lJnfearchec;!. Met with forne Difficulties amongft' the Shoals and
Rocks; but about Four in the Afternoon were clear of all, arid' plyed to
Windward to enter the third or more Northern Inlet, which they had
now open. Saw at the-Head' of a pretty deep Cove, on the South Side
in that Inlet, a ftrong Smoke arife, and that immediately anfwered by a
.Ieffer Smoke on the Northern Side of the Inlet. The Smoke on the
Northern Side the Inlet continued towering and frefhening; on feeing
which they immediately ,fteered for the Cove, fuppofing the Smoke
to 'be made by the. Natives as a Signal for Trade; but were delayed en-
.rering by the Tide of Ebb. At Sunfet. were furprifed with a Squall of
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Wind, which came on in a Moment, and the Schooner in extreme Dan":
ger of being afhore on the Rocks. A hard Gale fucceeded, but they
fortunately attained a Harbour, which had been before difcovered by the
Boat, and rode fecure,

The 3 lit of AuguJl, the Weather being moderate, two Perfons went
over the Heights to the Head of the Cove, in Pu'~fuit of the Natives;
and three Perfons went in a Boat to the Head of the Cove, with Iome
trading Goods, and to pafs the, two who walked, over the Water if it.
ran up into the Country, and the Natives fhould be an the oppofite
Shore; but after rowing up about two Leagues .they found a Terrnina-
tion of the Water, landed and afcended the Heights, where they found
~ very large Plain, 'without Ponds, and a fine Soil, which they paffed
over and defcended into a Valley, thick Groves, good Grafs, and large
Ponds. Here they met with a Bear; which one of the Pepple firing too
precipitately miffed. Several Bears had been feen before, fame Faxes,
many Tracts of Wolves, both on the Shores and Inland, and -in one
Place Otter Paths.

Three of the People were fent to return with the Boat aboard, and
two fet out to go up a Mountain which promifed a good Sight of the
Country, and teemed poflible that they might attain to the Summit of
it, and return to the Schooner that Night; but were deceived by the
Heio-ht of the Mountain as to the Diftance they were from it: In theo .
Afcent they found great Declivities and Hollows in the Sides of the
Mountain,. the Rocks rent in a moft furprifing Manner, having Rents or
Fiffures in them fram thirty to feventy Feet in Depth , fome tremendous
J;O look down" and not above two or three Feet in Breadth. The Dogs
that were with them would not, after looking down, jump over them,
but howled and took a Sweep round. In the Levels and Hollows on
the Side there lay great Heaps of fallen Rock. Some Stones or folid
Pieces of ten or fifteen Tons Weight, befides innumerable lefler Pieces.
And found a Patch of Snow in one of the Hollows, about forty Feet in
Breadth; and fourteen Feet in perpendicular Height, frozen folid, and
feemed of the fame Confiftence with the IOands of lee. The Perfons,
though conftantly labouring, did not attain to the Top of the Moun ..
.tain until about Half an Hour before Sunfet, where they found a thin

Air"
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Air, and a frefh Iharp cold Wind; though below, and in their Afcent,
they had experienced pleafant warm Weather, and little Wind. From
the Mountain they perceived a Smoke, about ten Miles off more- inland,
the ufual Practice of the Indians in' the Evenings, when they form
their Camps, to make a Fire to drefs their Provifions, and to be by all
,Night; and it was then fufpected that they were flying more inland,
and that the Smokes feen the Night before were Signals from one Party
to another to retire on feeing the Schooner, fuppofing us Enemies. It
was too late that Night to return to the Head of the Cove, therefore en-
camped that Night on the Side of the Mountain in the Woods, near to
a level Spot without the leaft Unevennefs of above fix Hundred Feet in
Breadth, and three Hundred over, exactly refembling a Pavement with-
out any Fiffure or Opening in it... The next Day got to the Head of the
Cove, near twelve Miles from the Mountain , on a Signal made the
Boat fetched them aboard, where the People expreffed in their Counte-
nances a ~ll1iverfal Joy at feeing their Commander fafe returned, which
was a great Satisfaction to him, as it. was .an Inftance more Iincerely ex-
preffed than by formal Words addrefled to him, that they looked on
their Security to depend on his Prefervation. The Wind was contrary
to their getting out of the Harbour that Afternoon; - but the Boats were
employed in feeking the befl Channel for the Schooner to go out at.

The Morning of September the zd, the Wind proved favourable, and
that Evening they got a good Way up the third Inlet. When they were
forne Way up the Inlet, they difcovered a Smoke. upon an Ifland at the
'Entranceof the Inlet, and, when .at Anchor, a Smoke alfo on the North
Shore. Therefore by. Day-light, September the 3d, the Time when
Smoke~ are moft difcernable and looked out for by the Indians, a Perf on
was fent to fire the Bruih on an Eminence afhore, to anfwer that Smoke
feen on the North Shore the Night before. Then the Schooner pro-

.ceeded up the inlet, and by Ten o'Clock 'Yas come to the Extremity of
it, which terminated in a Bay of very deep Water, furrounded by very
fteep Mountains, with Groves of Trees on them; but they found a good
Anchorage in a Cove, and an excellent Harbour. The Heights being
afcended, it' was perceived there was a narrow Streight out of this Inlet,
which communicated with Ponds. And that there was a fourth Inletto

. i Northward,
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:N orthward, arid which extended further to Weflward.than the Inlet which
the Veffel was now in, and about four Miles off, beyond the Hills there
appeared a towering Smoke, upon the Sight of which the Perfons who \
"yent to take the View returned aboard to get fame Provifions, and <Ii

Parcel of trading Goods, and fet out again with an Intention to feek
the Natives, and fpend the Night amongft ,them. The Boat put them
afhore where it was thought moft convenient and neareft Place to the
Smoke, but jt proved otherwife , for after travelling about three Miles
they fell in with a Chain of Ponds, which they were forced to go round.
Hot fultry Weather, the Woods thick, without the Ieaft Breath of Wind,
infinite Number of Mufquetoes and Midges. But by being thus to go
round the Ponds, had the Satisfaction of. feeing feveral Beavers Dams'
made to keep out theTide 'Vaters; ,They faw a Continuance of the

Smoke, andIhaped a Courfe for it; but when on the Heights perceived
that the Smoke was on -an Wand about two Miles off the Shore in the
fourth Inlet, therefore returned to the Veffel that .Night.

The 4th of Septer:zber, in the Morning, they towed out of the, Harbour
they were in, the Wind foon after fprung up, and by Night they g~
out of the Inlet, and anchored amongft fome Iflands, juft at the En-
trance of the- fourth Inlet.

.
The next Morning, .September the 5th, entered the fourth Inlet; but

'being becalmed a {mall Time catched above fifty Cod, much fuch as
they had 'before taken. By Twelve o'Clock were abreaft of the Hland
where they they had feen the Smoke on the 3d, and which was four
Leagues from the Entrance: Could perceive no Natives, but feveral
Fires, and that there.had been a great burning of the Brufh , foon after
Jaw' a Snow lying at an Anchor, which hoifted EngliJh Colours: and fired
a Gun. They hoifted the 'Colours aboard the Schooner, fired a Swivel,
and bore away for the Snow. The Wind was frefh, and, as the Schooner
was entering the Harbour, two People came running over the Rocks,
hailed, but it could not be' well underftood what they faid; but it was
a friendly Precaution as to fome Rocks which layoff there. TheSnow's
People then took to their Boat, and made a Trip to view the Schooner
as file was coming to an Anchor, and then returned aboard. A Whale ..

boat
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boat was hoifted out; and a_Perfon fent in it to go aboard the Snow,
and know where fhe was from, and to let the Captain know they would
be glad to fee him aboard the Schooner.

The Perfon fent, and Capt. Elijah Goff the Commander of the Snow,
returned aboard in a Ihort Time; and the' Particulars of what the Cap-
tain related were, That the Snow was fitted out by Mr. NeJbit, a Mer-
chant in London : That he, the prefent Captain, had been the Year be-
fore Mate of the fame Veffel on this Coaft : That Ihe was then fitted
out by Bell, Ne}bit and Company; the intended Voyage kept a great Se-
cret. They had, the Year before as a Captain, a Dane who had ufed
the Greenland Trade, and could talk the Ejkemaux Language. That the
Snow had been at Newfoundland, and afterwards came on the Labrador
Coaft , but being Strangers to the Coaft, and the Captain very obftinate,
the Veffel was feveral Times in Danger, which raifed a Mutiny amongft

• the People, who had formed a Refolution of feizing the Ship, and bear-
ing away for Newfoundland; which Mutiny was appeafed, and the Peo-

.-'pie" confertted' to go to the Labrador, where they -harboured 'July the
zoth, in the fame Harbour which the Schoone firft entered this Year.
They brought with them four of the Unites Fratrum, or Moravian Bre-
thren, who were to remain during the Winter, to attain an Acquain-
tance with the Natives, and lay a Foundation of Trade : That the Hcufe,
the Ruins of which the Difcoverer faw, was built for the Refidence of
thefe Brethren; and, being compleated by the Beginning of Septemb.er,~
'the Snow left them in Poffeflion of it, and fet out to make Difcoveries,
and purfue a Trade, to Northward: That they had fome Trade in Ne}bit's
Harbour, the Name they had given to the Harbour where the Houfe
was,. and alfo on the Coaft before they arrived at the Harbour: That
when they. went to Northward ;' in abou Lat. 55° 40' off the Iflands ..
amongft which the Schooner had harboured the preceding I-ight, fame
Eflemaux came,aboard, and told t?e Dane Captain there were fome tra-
ding Boats come from the Northward, with Plenty of Trade; and ad-
vifed'the Captain to come where they were. TI e Captain afked, Why-
they.\vould not come along Side ? The Ejkemaux Iaid, It was dangerous.
on Account of the. Surf. The Captain and fix others went in the Ship's.
Boat, with a Quantity of Goods to trade, but had no Fire Arms with
them, though advifed to take- them; hut the,_Captain Iaid, No, they

7
were
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were very honeft Fellows. Captain' Goff faw the- Boat- go round un
Wand, upon which there was a Nurn bel' of Natives; but the Ifland hin-
dered him from having any further Sight of the Boat. After the- Boat
had been gone abo~lt an HO~l1',he faw one, or two of the EJkemaux with
his Glars peep _over the -Ro~k's; bt;t' never after faw any more of:,~the
Boat, the Snow's People, ?r the EJkemaux. That the, Snow lay' at a
League Diftance from theIfland , he had no other Boat, one being left
'with the Moravian Brethren. Capt. Golf ~aited three. Days, and then.
~'eturiled with the Snow t~ the Harbour where the Haufe was., The Snow
being Ihort of Hands, he took the Moravian Brethren aboard, leaving a
Quantity of Provifions fufficient to fubfift the .unhappy People who
were- miffing :fhould they come there, until his Return' .. They put the
Kev ~f the t-foufe and a Letter in a Hole of' ~ Tree; b~t on his Re-
tt;\:n, this Year fo~md the H~uie in Ruins,,- the Cafks and Hogfheads
broke to Pieces, and. the Key and Letter gone. That what was [owed
there was by Way of Experiment.

/

Capt.' G~ff judged that the Ejkemaux 'traded' with the Frertch, as their
Fifbgiggs, -Knives, and Boats, were Fr~nch; and the EJkemaux·told them'
there was' a Settlement of -twenty Europeans' to Southward, which they
fuppofed to be Iornewhere t~ Southward of Lat. 55, the Latitude of the
Cape they had .named Cape Harrifon, which is the Southermoft Cape'
'that forms the Bay in which is Nejbit's Harbour, 'and the high Saddle~
back Land within, which is 'firft feen off at Sea they named St. John'S.
He raid that one of the EJkemaux offered a Quantity of Whalebone for'
a Cutlafs, which they are very fond of; the Dani}h Captain infifted on'
having more, 'the EJkemaux anfwered, ,I{he would not take it that Capt.
Saleroo would; alluding, as fuppofed, to the Captain 'or Faao~ at the'
French. Settlement .. The' Boat'S the EJkenzaux had were French: They'
fpoke many French- W ~rds. And the WOl~en worked the Boats, turned'
them to Windward, and were very expert in the Managernent of them.

The Account given· by the l\1after who went in the Schooner's ;S0at-
to £i:fhfor Cod (Capr. Goff not having yet got any) to ,the J:>eoplein
the Boat was, That Mr. Nejbit \vas only, in this Cafe, an·Agent or Fac-
tor for the Moravian Brethren, who aimed at a Settlement in thefe Parts,
and to attain a Propriety bv a prior Poffeffion, but that no Propriety.

3 . would
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would be allowed of by our. Government: . That: Petitions had been.
flung into the Board of Trade for P~tents for the Labrador, but were:
iejetteZi,~ 'and a -free Trade would be permitted to all the Su bje8:s of,
Gredf Britain; which .open Trade was the original Defign on which this

-' Difcovery was undertaken by the People in America; the Execution of
wl~ich was not only interrupted by private Perfons ftealing the Scheme,

.and being before hand,: but hath been a great Hindrance to the Fifheries
being carried· on in, thole Parts, a Trade eftablifhed with the inland 111-,
dians and the Ejl:emaux, and further Advantages 'which will be known;
on ou.r being better acquainted with thofe Parts. For' as to this Seve-
rity etf the Ejkemaux, inexcufably barbarous, yet there were fame Provo-
cations which might have' been avoided, and which incited thofe l!,Jke-
11iaux to this' iB:; whore Hatred and' Revenge" the Character of moil
Indians, are rouzed at the OighteftCaufes. It appears from a Journal of.
of the Boatfwain, wherein he makes a Valuation of the Trade, that they
had bought a Hundred Weight 'Of Whalebone for Six-pence. The Ejke.
mau« were alfo treated with great' Contempt and Rudenefs, A Perron

- aboard had bought a Pair of Efkemaux Boots; and carrying them into. his
. Cabbin, an EJkemaux followed claiming the Boots as his, faying that he

_ who fold -them had no Right to fell them; and. the Buyer fettled' the
Matter by prefenting aPiftol at his Head. On which the EJkemllNx.cried
out in t~e French, rout, Comerado, and retired.

Capt: Goff camethis Year in Hopes to recover the People who were
. miffing with the Boat, and to~make a further Effay as to-the Trade:
'but brought no Settlers with him, intended immediately for the Coafl,
which he could not attain to on-Account of the Ice, and went to :rri,·:
-nity Bay in Newfoundland, where he ftaid fo~e Time. Sailed from thence
the 27th of June;, the ed of July faw French Ships in the Streights 'of
Belle Jj1e, retarded by the Ice; and the ,9th of ,July joined Capt. Taylor

\ . .'to' a Sloop of about 35 Tons, fitted out from Rhode Ijland to go in Pur-
·f . fuir of a ;Vorth-we.ft PaJ!age; and if not fuccefsful to come down on

the' Coaft of Labrador. Capt. Goff faid he had learned, by Capt. raylor
that .the Pbiladelpbia Schoo~1er would be out, and he fhould have- fuf..'

, jJetted this to be -httr, but- file-entered the Inlet fo readily, and came up
U ,. ,,,,rith,



·with t!\'at Boldnefs as could notbut, think that the Schooner was s.Frenib-
Veffe1acquainted with the Coaft r and he had received Orders to avoid
any Harbour in which a French Ship Ihould appear. Capt ..~aylorhad:
feen a large French Sloop in. Latitude 53, and to the Northward three.
hundred Ejkemaux, who; had nothing to trade hut i their old Cloaths,: .
and who were; going further to Northward, but were: hindered by the,
Ice. Cape Goff and Taylor, who had entered into an. Agreement to
affociate, were eight Days grappled, to the Ice, and. did not arrive at
Nejbit's Harbour .until the; zoth of July. But had traded with fome of
the Ejketiwux before" though for fmall Matters" and had fome of thefe
Ejkemaux aboard- for'three fucceflive Days,. who then left them, and
eame no more aboard the Veffels. - Capt. Goff fufpecred, though he had
altered '~is Drefs, that they had .then recollected him. The 1ft of 4u-:
guft they failed from Nejbit's Harbour, and. attained to this Inlet where
he now was; and onf.the: r-rth failed to the Northward" when Capt.
T,aylor left him -; and on, the '25th returned here again. That the Smoke
whic'h. the Perfons faw on the Ifland when they travelled over Land,
'antf1wHieh-the-Sehooner paffed that Day, was made hy: his Order, but -
that -He had. not made any other Smoke, and this was for a Direction .for .
his Longboat, gone to the Northward to trade, and to fignify t-oCapt •.
faylor'hisbeing in the. Harbour,. whofe Return he expected.

~ .C i

Capt. Goff faid he had been in no Inlet but Nejbit's Harbour, and in
rhis where the Snow was; and that Capt. T.'aylar, in the Snow's, Dopg:-
boat, had fearched. the Head, "of this Inlet, fhewed a Draught of the
,eoa:ft~which-was,defective, as he knew nothing of the Intermediate In,..
Jets~ Had no Account of the inland Country , of there being. any Bea-
'Vel' or other Furs- to. be. acquired there , or of there being any Minesvof
~lwpich·theSchooner's "People had feen many Inftances, and had collected
fome' Ore. Capt .. (}ojf had two Dutch Draughts _of the Coaft, made
from: late Surveys; b~t they were very ifraccurate, the Vje.ws taken
from Sea,.-and there the Land, appeared clofe and continued i the Inlets,.

.excepting that in which they now were,. appeari~g like fmall B;).y~"
their Entrance being covered by lflands. They had, this l':ear, found
.the Corpfe of one of th~fe who went ip the B.o~t); ftrip£>edand _lying:
:ou ~,n Ifl,and.)1 ...

It
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~ ,J~.being rainy Weather, and the Wind contrary to tire Sehooner's
going up theInlet, they, were detained,. and on September the 8th the
S,nOW'$ Longboe; returned, after h~ving been out fourteen Days, with

'fcmeWhalebooe .. .and a ~antity of EJkemaux Cloathing, which being
examined to find out i.f the. Ejkematlx wore Furs, there was only teen a
..finall Slip ofOt:ter Skin on one of the Frocks. And Capt. Goff, being
afked, f<tjd he never faw any Furs arnongft them. It is pretty evident
,tQ.eEjkemou~ ·only p.af~ ~l(;>ngthis Coaft, to go and trade with the FJJe-
malt« in Hudfon's Streights, and occafionally put in as W eather or other
:Occa;fions may JU:4.K& it neceffary, which keeps the Native or inland In-
4ian$. (rQIU the C.o~lJ:, as they are their Enemies. The Ejke..rn(Juxgo up
to Latitude 58, or-further North; there leave their great Boats, .pafs ,3-

fmall Neck of Land, taking their Canoes with them, and then go into
Another ,Water which communicates with Bud/on's Streights. Carry
their Returnof T~e into 'Ejke.maux :ijay, where they live in Winter; and
the Frenth mage oonfiderable Returns to Old France, ~y the Whalebone
~rid .Oil ~r-o~ured from thefe People. And this Acco,1J~ js agree,able _to
Ahe.pe~ Worma.tion that could be pr9.cu,req•

. '.While the Schooner's people were viewing ,th~Cloaths, Word was
broy~ht that the Ejkemaux wae coming, who 'may be heard fhouting al-
~6ft before that they ;an be difcerned, the Schooner's People repaireq
agoa.'td. an the Colours aboard the Snow being hoifted, 'the Schoon.er's
,R,eop1e difplayed theirs; but the Snow being the neareft, and the Snow's
,People fo urged the Ejkemaux to come along-fide them, that they wer<:~
afraid to, .pafs. 'The Ejkemaux had no large Boats with them, only their
'Canoes~ three "0'£ which came afterwards along-fide the Schooner. It
was perceived that none of the leading People were in the Canoes; they
expofed.no'Marks or Shew of any Trade they had, which was JJfual for
~hem to lay on the Outfide their Canoes; neverthe1efs' 'they were pre':'
fented with Rings. It was fome Time before they began to trade with
the Snow's People, and then it was carried on in a very peremptory

Manner .

. " The People ill the Schoon~r, a light Wind fpringing up; weighed An-
'chor, with a Deftgn to proceed 'up the ~let) expecting to be followed

U2 . ~



by the Ejkem'aux,v" hen they faw th~t they were ~ot' Affociates 'with "the
'Snow's People, fo to have 'a -future Opportunity-of trading with .them,
lt vias alfo confiflent with. the Defign '.they had of -rea-reliing thisInlet,
~iheflrft Opportunity that.offered .. ', They took-their Leave of Capt. 9011"
Jas ,they.' pafled, and' when' advanced further beat' their 'Drum. The

_ ;Ej!<ei1JaftX ' quitted the, Snow and, came after the' Schooner. The Fire
:Amiswere all priined and in order -aboard the Schooner, but concealed ';
each Man had hisStation', and they, we're- ordered to treat the Eftemmix

:"as;Men, 'and to,be'haveto, them in 'an orderly Manner , "no flallooing~
-jumpi,ng,~ or, wreftli~l'g 'with' them when. they came' aboard'; not to refufe

"1~lne /jf 'the' 'Ejkclnaux to come aboard, and let others, as there were 'but
" i'llneJCahOesln 'all:' ' .'.. '

, r
, -' .... .

z ,"As ;th'e EJken~~~x,' ~a~e along-fide t'he' Sc~ooner:. they "were pre[et:te,d
·..e~ch'~wit.~ Bir<;u~, ~ Perfon ftanding ,in the main Chains with a Bafket

"I.... ~. J.; ... -. I ~ .i,.l ~J .. ' <t \ .. • r

, ofBifcuit for ,t~at Purpofe. Then they aboard the Schooner Ihewed a
It ' ..1., '. ~ :;r J.i , J, r"~ J ; .' .' .• .,' .

KeJtle, a Hatchet, and fome other Things, which .feemed much-to
r Jl.... 'lJ"-.;. l' '1",,) '. . -

~~.IJeafethe EJlffr~~;.;" Pn.e ~f them, ~~fempting to get into the Schooner,
•~~~ Q~ t!lfl" ~epp}~ 4~Il?-ed h,im .in : -i~e ~,as receiyed civ;ilJy on-the ~lar-
ter-des:k ;·..~e·;tJ;:aping B9X fhewed bim, a Spoon, a Knife, and a tomb

• ~ 6 oJ i .J,.J. :..,. I ~ • • .. J., ~ '''. < -

, witp: wh~fh he topcbedhi~ If)ai~and fe~med defirous of, were given him'~
:.;pther f,./!fe1tj.au0i'f,~reb?Y tpi:}'im~ ~~oard. They were pr~[ented'J'ith
. Fiih-hooks, Ima11 Kniv~s,' ~ombs, and a King George's Shilling' apiece~. ~ r~1 ., . ., r.. } .} 6'

, which tbey carefully put into their Sleeves. . In the' interim the EJk-emaux
. 1 .I ".'. t .J • '." 1 ' -. • ~

"Y11O ~ame firft abqgI:'d.w;,t{i. gone to the Side, .and call~d to anodler yet
.. '*' .. _ 1''' j _ .. ~., ) j .', ).. j. A' j ~ t,

. .iIi the Ca!1 e. Ipder th~rTitleof Cf/pita,lJe. The EJkemaux f6 called to'l!U-
"in:eq\at~iy cair{e ab~a~~, fal'uted th~ Coml;11ander WIth .three Congees,

•• ~ .. --i~ '" "i. ~ . , . t 1.. . . . - .

: :and kiffed ~ach ~heek. ' ~~', was ,p,r,efented with a Spoon .and a Knife.
Beiqg.n~e",:n -the Goods, ~ppeared ;v.:~ry, defir?us ,~, a File, .offer~ng old
Cloaths for it. 'But the ~ol?mander lignified Re:wo~lld .not .trade for

, :o~dCloaths, ,but 'Shoecoc:k (:vhi<:~,is, VVhalebone in th'eit Language) or
Skin'S; and the"hitter he, d~noted' to the Capitaine by a Piece of white.

-.Bear Skin that ,the Capitqine pad :brought in his Hand. The Capitaillc
,expr~ffc:;dby his Action t~at, he had no,t eitfier ,Bone, or Skins; He was

" :1.hen.pt:eJented with the File; was. fhewed a !v1atchcoat, which lie [ux-
o eyed very accurately; ,figned to the Commander jf he was not come·

l"o;uncl

. ,
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.'

round from the South-weft, meaning, as fuppofed, "from ,Q.uebeck or the,
'Gulph of St. Lawrence. Afterwards, took the Commander under .his
Arm, and :ihewed a Defire of going into. the; Cabbin, which yvas .com':"
plied with. He paffed the, Door firfl:, and fat down in as regular a

.Manqer 'as .any European; having .firft accurately look-ed ab~ut him; but
ehere w.ere no Fire-Arms in Sight. ; Refufed Wine'. drank Spruce Beer;
was Iheweda Sarnpleof jl~the Kind of 'Goods, with which he feemed

:well pleafed , an~ it, was .fignified to him that there 'w';s Plenty of them .
.While' in the Cab bin the other EJkemaux who were on Deck, called to
'their 'Capitaiue, they were invited down. 'Three of the Ejkemaux carne,
hou,t'.it·w~s obfervable the Capita.ife covered the Goods 'with 'a ,Woolle~
Cloth, which lay on the Table, They ,v:ere prefented with 'Beef and

• _. .J. .' .', J

Pudding, which they took, and returned'on Deck. The Ejkemaux Ca-
pitoine put the Goods into the Box' himfelf very honeftly, and fe~ming
i~ admire 'a fmall Brafs-handled Penknife, it was prefented to him.' Be~ " . ,. ~' .~ ~
then. returned on Deck, pointed. to the Sun" lowered I;.is Hand a little,, " ",' ., .• r
then made a Sign 'of.fleeping by a1U~tin~ hisEyes, .and 'layihI? his Hand

. to' his Cheek, and fhewed with his H~pd to' hate tlie Schooner to ~~me
"ro an Anchor juft above: By which' 'It 'waS uilderfto6dl"'tH~t a 'little' after
'that TIme' the next bay he wen,lld ,be there 'with Trade .. The Schooner,
"being by this Time oppofite to a narrow Paffage, or Streight fonned by
:iilands,dir~ugh w.hich .the' Ejkemau~ h'a~ come' into '"lthisInlet:' the Cao:
:piJa~ne or,dere~ru~ People ~to- their ,~~noes, a~d retired with: aCong)~'
hiffi!e1.f, after repeating the Commander's Name, to fee jf h'e had it

: right, and whi,€h he had been ~ery induftrio~s' to learn \vhil~ he was in
,the Cabbin. The Commander attenged h~m to the Side; an~ feeing in
,his Canoe a War-boW and An'9ws~ wllich are.-ol.a Cl.lr'i01.1S C6nftruclion,
:preffed him to ,let him ,hav.e 'the~; 'tho'l1gh the' fm?e Thing as ~ahdng:a
Man to part' with the Sword' he wore. The Capita.il1e, by Signs~'fbewed..
he could not 'part with it, and feemed to exp~efs it with' great Reluc-
tance that he ',co'uld no.t.' This Circurnftirn:e, and their having no W o~

'l'lien with them, caufed.' the Schooner's People to .thiok they: looke.d
:llpon themfelves., when ,theyJe.t Otlt, .as .coming amongfi: their EnemieS.
'The prum was heat until they were Otlt or Sight; and the Capi'ailt~ .
'juft before he 10ft:Sight of the Schooner by being fum in by the IOands"
fointed to' the Sun, and" the anchoring PI ac.e:, 'The Ejkeniaux, while

.bo.ar.d,
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"aboard, behaved with great Decency and Silence;' though at ort\: th({y
: began to jump and halloo, as they had done aboard the Snow; bur find-
'ing the People of the Schooner not [0 difpofed, foon left off.,

Soon after the 'Scho'oner was anchored in an' excellent Harbour, 'the
'Snow's Boat came along-fide, with the firft Mate and Agent. :They
'were afked to mefs , and dt being enquired of them .how far ,they had
'been with the Longboat "i"i1 the laft Trip; [aid to Latitude 57° 14.':
'Had Ieen no Ejkemaux, but within a few Days, though they had been
out fourteen Days. The Matefaid, that he had chafed a trading Boat,

'with two Ejkemaux' in .it, who had, endeavoured to avoid them, and
-dodged amongft the Iflands , but he carne up 'with them as though 'he
-had been a -Prlvateer's ~oat; tun bolt aboard them, and fo frightened
r'the Ejkemaux that they fell on theitXnees, cried out, 'V7)ut Comer-at/&,
, .
. and they would have given him aJI they had. He faid they rook out the

. \

Whalebone, which he brought aboard, about a:. Hundred, anti' 'fifty
: Weight, and paid them for it as much .as he law the Captain give, :He
. taw other Ejkemaux at times afhore, where they invited 'him, 'but wo{ild
not venture , and fired a Blunderbufs, charged with thirteen "Bullets,
over them, which caufed fome of them to fall down, others to bow. '
Some Ejkemaux came along-fide, and traded their Cloarhs ; but with-great

~,Fear, crying out, "Tout Comer-ado" as he had four Men armed ftanding
~in the Bow of the Boat. Said that thofe Ejkemaux had, who were juil:
'gone from the Schooner, the 'Peoples Cloaths who had been trepanned
';the laftYear, particularly. a 'brown Waiftcoat, which h~d had white But-
. tobs on it, and a white Great-coat. ' The Great-coat meant was a Frenth
''Matchcoat, which the Ejlemaux Captain had on, made up in a 'Frock
.,a:tcording to the Manner that they wear them. 'The fuppofed brown
'Jacket was a French' brown' Cloth, and there were two Ejkenzaux who
~pad them: The Mate faid the Schooner's People had talked' of ro~e
.Inlets , 'but no',Anfwer was made, on ~hich he declared there was no
1nlet 'between Ne}bit's Ha1"bour a~d'where they then 'were, nor any 'Inlet
'1:0 Northward between that' and Latitude 57° 14''- .Af~er makin.g fome
'Enquiries" as ,to what the, Schooner's Pepple ~urthe; intended; quitted,
.'ana made for .the Streight the 1jk.'emaux 'had paired ,through. ' ,
. - ~ - .' - ::!. -
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This-is mentioned as an Inftance of what. Caution fhould be ufed,
as to, the Choice 01 Perfons fent on Expeditions to explore unfrequented
er unknown Parts; as the Adventurers npy be Sufferers, and the Reafon
of their being fo a,Secret, and thereon pronounce~ decifively no Advan-'
tages are to be made, thus deprived of what might be gr~atly to their.
private Emolument in Time under:); proper Conduct, and to the Bene-
fit of the Publick. -And there is a further Misfortune attending an
improper Choice, which every focial and generous Man will confider ..
That according to the Irnpreflions that Indians receive on the firft Ac·
quaintance, a lafting- Friendfhip may be expected, or, an Enmity and-
Jealoufy very difficult to remove, who, in the interim, will execute their
Revenge; not on thofe who gave the Offence, but, on all indiforimi-
nately of .the fame Complexion, when an Opportunity offers. Reafons
'would be unneceffarily urged- in Support, of what Experience proves,
and of which there have been feveral melancholy, Examples. on. this:
Coaft. By"a Privateer from New Tork; fome Years fince, the firft Of-
fence was given; thofe who' have gone Iince have done nothing to molliJy
or abate this Enmity and Revenge.' There .oould be no Expectation
of a Reconciliation with thefe Indians, ~o; the great Improvement of
-Commerce in various Branches, but by the Meafures taken, the fending
{orne of his Majefty's Ships into thefe Parts to explore and get a Know-
ledge of the Coaft; and the Commanders to eftablifh a Regulation,

'which will be a Satisfaction and Encouragement to every fair Trader;
and where the Trade long fince might have been brought to ferne Per-'
fecfion, had it not been from the little dirty Avarice of thofe employed

-by private Adventurers, who hindered the original Defign having a due
Effect '; and by interfering the one with the other, to their mutual Pre-

. judice, they p!evented thofe Returns, on their Voyages. which mIght have
been otherwife made. The Confequence was, all future Attempts wese

dropt, and it was indeed rendered almoft irnpoflible that any frdh U n-
"dertakings fhould meet with Succefs, by the D-ifficulties flung in'the'
Way on Account of the Natives, but which will now be effectually re-
moved by the Government giving their Affiftance.

The next Moming three People were fent from the Schooner to go (~m

_ thp Heights, to difcover the Water the EJkemaux .had gone into) and~o
fee



Thefe laft three Inlets to Seaward are feparated by very. large Iflands,
. and have Iflands lying off 'directly athwart their Entrance, fo that it 'is '
difficult to difcover, when within thefe Hlands, that there is any Outlet to
the Sea. The lflands have little Wood on them, and are moftly barr~n
Rock; but the main L~nd ~uch -as in the other Parts, only the Inland
more level. The blue Ridge. of Mountains appeared plainer !han' from

• any other Part. The Latitude of the furtheft Inlet about 56.
Having

• ( 1'52 )

fee if the EJkemaux were coming. The Account "brought back W<lS1

that there VIasfcc'n an Indian trading Boat or Shallop under Sail, which-
prefently tacked and fto;d towards four other Shallops. They all low-
ered Sail, and the 'Eftemat!~: feerned- to be confulting together. ' Soon
after the People faw the Snow?sLongboat coming, the Shallops hoifted
Sail, then went one Canoe, afterwards two more;' to' the Snow's Long-
boat, while the Shallops crouded -away. The Schooner's People, after
this Time, had no Opportunity of feeing tlie'liJkemllu~; and attributed
their coming no more to their Fear of meeting the Longboat, or the
bad Weather, it being wet and, bluftering for the feveral fucceeding
Days. But they learned, after the Schooner had returned to Philadelphia,
that thofein the Snow's Longboat followed the Shallops, came \lP with
them, and took what they had. The Reafon is app~reI1t for their not
coming to the Schooner as they 'had no,Trade, .a~ld 'as. they, might have
,a Sufpicronjhat .the .Scliooner's People had a Connivance with thofe in
the Boat; etpecially as they might fee the three People from the Schooner
ftanding on the Heights.

~,, The Commander .fearched the ,Head of this Inlet, the Shores of which
were the rnoft barren of any that . had ye~ been feen, from the Sea to the
-Head of .it, about nine Leagues. Upon 'their Return they found th~
Snow gone; they then went through the Streight ~y which they f~wthe
EJkema.ux pais to explore that Water. From this the, Difcoverer pafled
-between Wands, without going out to Sea into a fecond Inlet; and from
.that to a third from where he had met the Snow, and the feventh froroNe}
:bit's Harbour. And the f~venth or laft Inlet ran a North and Wefterly
.Courfe, and terminated the furtheft inland, or had the moft Weftern
-Longitude of any of the Inlets; and its Head' about fifteen Leagues
: from the Sea. - '
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Having explored thefe relpective Waters and, adjacent Country, and;
Davis's Inlet, confequently, though it is difficult to which properly to
affix the Name; and the Autumn being far advanced, as was apparent
from the Birch Leaves becoming y~llow, theBerries Fraft-bit, the Pines
and Spruce turning brown, fevere Gales, Snow and Sleet at times, and
exceffive cold on the high Land; fo as n0thing further could be carried-
on with any Spirit, but exceffive Fatigue, and the Health of the P.eople,-
as well preferved as on firft fetting, out, would be now impaired, ,with
no certain Profpect .of doing a_nyT.hing further that was material; [uf-
ficient Harbours having been found, ~)fi the aoth of September they fet
out on their Return. -,

Leaving the Land favoured with pleafant'Weat-ner, an Opportunity
waited for to make art' accurate Survey of the Fi1hing Bank, and to find
the Diftance it Iayfrom the.Land, w~i\ch from the Soundings on making
the Land, the feeing the Iflands of Ice aground, and the Account of
Davis, was known to be there, and named by him Wa!Jingham's Bank,
after the true Patriot and generous Patron of a .Difcovery of a North-
weft Paifage. Sounding about a League from Land, with one Hundred
and fifty Fathom of Line, .had no Ground. At about fix Leagues from
Land, twenty-five Fathoms afterwards various Soundings, and catched
a great many Cod, large and full fed, reckoned by the People aboard
to be very extraordinary 'Fifh, , fome of whom from Boflon fon~wed the
Employ of fifhing for Cod. The Bank was concluded to be about nine
Leagues broad, and ninety Fathoin.S6uridings on the goi-ng' off it, orr-
the Eaftern Side; and it was concluded, on' a pretty good Aifurance,
that it reaches from Lat. 57. to Lat. 5.4, if not further; but. the Wea--
ther proving boifterous, as they ran to the Southward, could not con-
tinue their Soundings.

The S~hooner founded with a Hundred and fifty Fathom of Line"
clofe by an Ifland of Ice, of a furprifing Magnitude, between the Bank..
and the Shore, which was aground, and they did not get Soundings ...

FIN I· S•.



ERR A T A.
Page J 5. L. 23. de Fuentes. The, read de Fuentes, the.

_ 44. L. 11. de Fonte's, read de Fonte's Account .
.45, L. 36. Don Ronquillo, read Don Penneloffa.
49. L. 18. from, read in.
54- L. 11. to the Southward, read to the Northward.
6 I. L. 15. it, read this Million.
67. L. 29. as that worthy, read that worthy.

• 82. L. 6. New Spain, read Florida.
L. 9. Florida, read Peruan Part.

83. L. 28. is confiftent, read is not confiftent.
90. L. J 7. Rivers and Harbours, read River and Harbour.

106. L.32. in the Year 1746, read until the Year 1745·
J I I. L; 6. between the Sea, read the Ocean and the Sea.
l36. L. 14' nigh Summit, read higli Summit.

D 1 R E C T ION S for placing the MAP S.

Map of de Fonte's Difcoveries, in Front.
Map of New Spain, from Torquemada, Page 86.
Map of the Difcoveries in HudJon's Bay, Page 122.
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