


VovaGES AND TRAVELS—Continued.
JEFFERYS (Thomas) The Great Probability of a North West Passage

deduced from Observations on the letter of Admiral De Fonte, who
sailed from the Callao of Lima on the Discovery of a Communication
between the South Sea and the Atlantic Ocean: and to intersept
some Navigators from Boston in New England, whom he met with,
then in search of a North West Passage. London: Thomas Jefferys,
1768. Half morocco, complete with the 3 maps, rare

4to. 21 (1744)

*.* A most important work for the history of geographical discovery on the
North West Coast of America. The Maps are as follows :—I. A Copy of an
authentic Spanish Map of America published in 1608. II. The Discoveries
made in Hudson's Bay, by Capt. Smith in 1746-7. III. A General Map of the
Discoveries of Admiral De Fonte.

This work, though usually Catalogued under the name ** Jefferys,” the pub-
lisher, is in reality by Theodore Swaine Drage. Sabin, Vol. VII., No. 28460,
says: ' The Author, according to Meusel, was Theodore Swindrage; but is
named by Watte, Dragge.” A copy of the work, once possessed by us had on
the half-title, ' Presented me by the author,"”” and at the foot of page (vi), after
the printed words “ The Author' was written in manuscript, ** Theodorus
Swaine Drage.”

For another rare and important work by Drage, see No. 1688. See also
Grieve's History of Kamtschatka, No. 1717.
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And to intercept fome Navigators from Bsflon in New England, whom he met with,

Then in Search ofa NORTH WEST PASSAGE.

PRt VI T H R

AUTHENTICITY of the Admiral's LET TER.

With Three Explanatory M A P S,

1ft. A Copy of an authentic Spani/s Map of America, publithed in 16c8.
zd. The Difcoveries made in Hud/on's Bay, by Capt, Smith, in 1746 and 1747,
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AccEoe®

TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE LIBRARY AND HUGZWM

WILLS ‘EARL OF HILLSBOROUGH, YYNEAU
&e. & &
ONE OF HIS MAJESTY’S PRINCIPAL SECRETARIES OF STATE,
FIRST LORD COMMISSIONER OF TRADE AND PLAI\‘T'I'A'I’I()N'S,

ONE OF HIS MAJESTY’S MOST HONOURABLE
PRIVY COUNCIL, AND F.R.S.

HE Dilcovery of a North-weft Paffage having

deferved the particular Attention of that great
Minifter of State Sir Francis Wal ingham, with the A p-
probation of the greateft Princefs of that Age, I pre-
fumed to afk the Permiffion to infcribe the following
Sheets, on the fame Subjed, to your Lordfhip, wrote
with no View of fetting any further Expeditions on Foot,
or with refpe& to any particular Syftem, but as a can-
did and impartial Enquiry, to fhew the great Probabi-
lity there is of a North-weft Paffage. The Importance
of the Subje&, treated with the greateft Regard to
Truth, are the only Pretenfions I have to merit your
Patronage.

Your Lordfhip will appear, to the lateft Pofterity, in
the amiable Light of being zealous for the Glory of his
Majefty, the Honour of the Nation, for promoting the
commercial Interefts, the Happinels of his Majefty’s

a Subjedts
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Subje@s in general, and of thofe in America in parti-
cular, I therefore have the moft grateful Senfé of your
Benevolence and Humanity in condelcending to grant
me this Favour, as it will be known for Part of that:
Time that I had the Honour to be

YOUR LORDSHIP’S
MOST HUMBLE AND

@BEDIENT SERVANT,

BTHE AUTHOR,.
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HE Opinion of there being a North-weft Paffage between

the Atlantic and Southern Ocean hath continued for more
than two Centuries; and though the Attempts made to difcover
this Piffage have not been attended with the defired Succefs, yet
in Confequence of fuch Attempts great Advantages have been re-
ecived, not by the Merchant only but by the Men of Science. It
muft be a Satisfattion to the Adventurer, though difappointed
in his principal Defign, that his Labours have contributed to the
Improvement of Science, and the Advancement of Commerce.

There was a Generofity with refpe@ to the Difcovery of a
North-weft Paflage; or a Refpe&t to the great Abilitics of thofe
who promoted the various Undertakings for making fuch Dif-
covery, to the Crown which patronized them, and the Eftates
of the Kingdoml who promifed a moft munificent Reward to fuch
who fthould compleat fuch Difcovery, that thofé who were of a
contrary Opinion treated’ the Subject with a becoming Decency.
But the Cenfures that have been of late made by our Country-
men; and more particularly by Foreigners, our Anceflors have
been treated ‘as fo many Fools, or infatuated Perfons, bufied to
compleat an impracticable and a meerly chimerical Proje&, and
are accufed by a foreign Geographer to have proceeded fo far as
to forge a fictitious Account under the Title of a Letter of Ad-
- miral de Fonte. That the Iniquity of the Engli/b Writers is not
fuch (neither was ever known to be fuch) nor, was it in their
Inclination, could they fo eafily dececive the World; and the

a2 Falfhood
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Falfhood of this Affertion could be no otherway made apparent
than by confidering fuch Letter with a juft Criticifm, and exa-
mining the Circumftances relating thereto. Though the prefent
Age may not pay much Regard to thefe Cenfures, yet if they are
paffed unnoticed, might hereafter be confidered as Truths unan-
{werable at the Time thofe Cenfures were made. Therefore to
do Juftice to the Chara&er of our Anceftors, to the prefent Age
in which fuch great Encouragement hath been given to thefe Un-
dertakings, and that Pofterity might not be dececived, were Mo=
tives (had they been duly confidered without a Regard to the.
Importance of the Subject) which might incite an abler Pen to
have undertaken to vindicate the Authenticity of - Finte's Letter:
As for a long Time nothing of this Kind appeared, nor-could I
hear that any Thing was undertaken of this Sort; by any Perfon
to whom I could freely communicate my.Sentiments, and.the In<
formations which 1 had colle@ed-on this Subje, as the Difcovery
of a North-welt Paflage hath:been the Obje@ of my Attention
for fome Years, confidered myfelf under the difagreeable Necef-
fity of becoming an Author in-an Age-of fuch refined Sentiments,
exprefled in the greateft Purity of Language : But if I have fuc=
ceeded in the greater Matters, Ihope to be excufed in the lefler.

I have inferted the Letter of de Fonte, as firlt publithed in-the,
Monthly Mifcellany, or Memoirs of the Curious, in April and Fune
1708, very {carce or in very few Hands; not only as1 thought it
confiftent with my Work, bat that the Curious would be: glad
to have a Copy of fuch Letter exadly in the fame Manner in
which it was firft publithed, to keep in-their Colleions,

As to the Obfervations refpe@ing the Circumftances of the
Letter of de Fonte, the Manner by which it was attained, its being
a Copy of fuch Letter which the Editors procured to be tran-
flated from the Spanifb, and as to fuch Matters as are to be col-
leCted from the Title of fuch Letter, and from the Letter in Sup-

port
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port of its Authenticity, I fubmit thofe Obfervations to fuperior
Judgments : If confuted, and it appears I have mifapprehended
the Matter, am not tenacious of my Opinion, but fhall receive
the Convi&ion with Pleafure, being entirely confiftent with my
Defign, which is, That the Truth may be difcovered, whether
this -Account is authentick or not.

In my Remarks of the Letter I have endeavoured to diftinguifh -
what was genuine, from what hath been fince added by other
Hands ; have made an exa& Calculation of the Courfes; have
confidered-the Circumftances of fuch Letter, giving the Reafons
of the Condu& that was ufed in the various Parts of the Voyage,
and fhewing ‘the Regularity and Confiftency there is through the
Whole, and without Anachronifms or Contradictions as hath been
objected, part of which I was the better enabled to do from fome
Experience which I have had in Affairs of this Sort. - I muft ob-
ferve, the Calculations were made without any Regard had to the
Situation of° Hudfon's or Baffin's Bay s but begun at the Ca/lao of
Lima, and purfued as the Account dire&ts from the Weftward :
And it was an agreeable Surprize to find what an Agreement there
was as to the Parts which, by fuch Courfes, it appeared that the
Admiral and his Captain were in, confiftent with the Purpofe they
were fent on, and the Proximity of where they were to Hudfon's

and Bajfin’s Bay.

To ftate particularly all the Objections which have been made
to this Account, 1 thought would have greatly increafed the Bulk
of the Work. There is no material Objection which I have any
where met with, but is here confidered. Ao to have added all
the Authorities which I have colleted and made Ufe of, would
have made it more prolix ; fo have contented mylfelf with only
giving fuch Quotations as appeared abfolutely neceflary to inferts
and then to mention the Authors particularly.” I think I have
not pcrvcz'tcd the Meaning, or forced the Senfe, of any Author
made Ufe of, to ferve my Purpofe.

To
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To fhew the Probability of a Paffage, have traced the Opi-

.nions relating to it from the Time fuch Opinions were firft re-
ceived ; and alfo determined where it was always fuppofed to be or
in what Part fuch Paffage was : Have confidered the various Evi~
dence that there is relating to fuch Paflage ; and propofed what
appears to be the propereft Method at prefent for profecuting
the Difcovery.

There are three Maps, all of which appeared neceffary for the
better underftanding this Account. The one contains Part of
Afia and the Ruffian Difcoveries on the Coaft of America ; the Ex-
pedition of de Fonte, and clears up that feeming Inconﬁﬁ'cncy of
the ZTartarian and Southern Occan being contiguous in that Part
of America, from the Authority: of the Japanefe Map of Kempfer,
which muft be of fome Repute, as it is fo agreeable to the Ruf-
JSran Difcoveries : If true in that Part, there is no Reafon to fup-
pofe but it is'in like Manner true as to the other Part which is
introduced into this Map. This Map exhibits the Streight that
de Fuca went up, the Communication which there may be fup-
pofed agreecable to the Lights which the Accounts afford us be-
tween the Sea at the Back of Hudfon's Bay with that Bay, or with
the North Sea by Hudfin’s Streights, or through Cumberland Wles,
There is alfo added a fecond Map, to fhew what Expectations
may be had of a Paflage from Hudfon’s Bay, according to the Dif-
coveries made in the Year 1747. The third Map is an exa@& Copy
from that publithed in the Monarquia Indiana de Torquemada, in
which the Sea Coalt of America is exhibited in a different Manner
from what it ufually was in the Maps of that Time, compleated
by the Cofmographers of Philip. the Third. The Work itfelf is
in few Hands, and the Map, as far as appears, hath been only.
publifhed in that Book, is now again publifhed, as it illy-
ftrates this Work, and may be otherwife agreeable to the Curious;
having a Defire not to omit any Thing which would render the

Work compleat, or that would be acceptable to the Publick.
4 I have
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I'have ufed uncommon Pains to be informed as to what cotld
be any way ferviceable to render this Work more compleat; and
muft make this publick Acknowledgement, as'to thie Gentlemen
of the Britifh Mufeuwm, who, with great Politenefs and Affability,
gave me all' the Affiftances in their Power to find' if the Copy
from which the Tranflation was made was in their Poffeflion,
which- after an accurate Search for fome Weeks it did not appear
to be; and alfo their Affiftance as to any other Matters which I
fuppoled would be of Service. 1 canniot” pafs® by Mr. Fefferys's
Care and Exa@nefs in executing the Maps; whofe Care and Fi-
delity to the Pablick not to impofe any Thing that is fpurious,
but what he hath an apparent and real Authority for, is perhiaps
net futliciently known...

The Voyage, an'Extrac from which is ‘added by Way of Ap-
pendix, -was made from Philadelpbia, in-a Schooner of about fixty
Tons, and fifteen Perfons aboard, fitted out on-a Subfeription of
the Merchants of Maryland, Pennfylvania, New York, and Boflon,
on a generous Plan, agreeable to Propofals made them, with no
View of any Monopoly which they oppofed, not to interfere with
the Hudfon's Bay Trade, or to'carry on a clandeftine Trade with °
the Natives of Greenland, but to difcover a North-weft Paffage,
and explore the Labradsr Coaft, at ‘that Time f{uppofed to be
locked up under a pretended Right, and not frequented by the
Subjeéts of England, but a fuccefsful Trade carried on by the
French ; to open a Trade there, to improve the Fithery and the -
Whaling on thefe Coafts, cultivate a Friendfhip with the Natives, -
and make them ferviceable in a political Way : - Which Defign
of theirs of a publick Nature, open and generous, was in a great !
Mealure -defeated by private Perfons interfering, whofe Views
were more contracted.

They did not fucceed the firlt Year as to their Attempt in dif-

covering a North-weft Paffage, as it wasa great Year for Ice; -

that :
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that it would be late in the Year before the Weflern Part of Hud-
Jfor's Bay could be attained to, and then impofiible to explore the
Labrador that Year, therefore the firlt Part of the Defign was
dropped, and: the Labrador was 'explored. The next Year a fe-
cond Attempt was made as to a Paflage; but three of the People
who went beyond the Place appointed by their Orders, and in-
advertently to look for a Mine, Samples of which had been car-
ried home the Year before, and this at the Inftigation of a pri-
vate Perfon before they fet out from home, ‘without the Privity of
the Commander, were killed by the E/kemaux, and the Boat taken
from them. After which Accident, with fome difagreeable Cir-
cumftances confequent thereon amongft the Schooner’s Company,
and after an Experiment made of their Difinclination to proceed
on any further Difcovery, it was thought moft prudent to return,
This fhort Account is given by the Perfon who commanded in
this Affair, to prevent any Mifreprefentation hereafter of what
was done on thefe Voyages.
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MEMOIRS for the CURIOUS.

A Letter from Admiral Bartholomew de Fonte, thex
Admiral of New Spain and Peru, and now Prince of
Chili; giving an Account of the mff material Tran/-
attions in a Journal of bis from the Calo of Lima in
Peru, on his Difeoveries, to find out if thore was any
North Weft Paffage from the Atlantick Ocean into
the South and Zartarian Sea.

HE Viceroys of New Spain and Peru, having advice from

the Court of Spain, that the feveral Attempts of the Englifh,

both in the Reigns of Queen Elizabeth, King Fames, and of Capt.
Hudfen and Capt. Fames, in the 2d, 3d and 4th Years of King
Charles, was in the 14thYear of the faid King Charls, A.D. 1639,
undertaken from fome Induftrious Navigators from Bgflon in New
England, upon which I Admiral de Fonte received Orders from
Spain and the Viceroys to Equip four Ships of Force, and being
ready we put to Sea the 3d of Aprél 1640. from the Calo of Lima,
1 Admiral Bartholomew de Fonte in the Ship St Spiritus, the Vice-
Admiral Don Diego Pennelofja, in the Ship St Lucia, Pedro de Bo-
nardee, in the Ship Rofaria, Philip de Ronquills in the King Philip.
The 7th of April at 5 in the Afternoon, we had the length of Sz
Helen, two hundred Leagues-on the Norzh fide of the Bay of Gua-
jaguil, in 2 Degrees of SouthLat. and anchored in the Port St
Helena, within the Cape, where each Ship’s Company took in a
quantity of Betumen, called vulgarly Tar, of a dark colour with a
caft of Green, an excellent Remedy againit the Scurvy and Dropfie,
and is ufed as Tar for Shipping, but we took it in for Medicine ;
it Boils out of the Earth, and isthere plenty. The rozh we pafls’d
the Equino&ial by Cape d2/ Paffao, the 11tb Cape St Francifco, in
B one
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April ©ne Degree and feven Minutes of Latitude North from the Equator,
1708. and anchor’d in the Mouth of the || River S Ffago, where with a
i 71‘:;:; Sea-Net we catch’d abundance of good Fifh; and feveral of each
" N.N. . and Ship’s Company went afhoar, and kill’d fome Goats and Swine,
ﬁ,;’g’i”!‘ which are there wild and in plenty; and others bought of fome
Natives, 20 dozen of Turkey Cocks and Hens, Ducks, and much
excellent Fruit, at a Village two Spanifh Leagues, fix Mile and a
half, up the River §¢ ¥ago, on the Larbord fide or the Left hand.
The River is Navigable for {mall Veflels from the Sea, about 14
Spanifh Leagues South Eaf, about half way to the fair City of
Quita, in 22 Minutes of South Latitude, a City that is very Rich,
The 16¢h of April we failed from the River S¢ Fago to the Port
and Town Ralesy 320 Leagues W. N. W, a little Wefterly, in about
11 Degrees 14 Min. of N. Latitude, leaving Mount St Miguel on
the Larboard fide, and Point Cazamina on the Starboard fide. The
Port of Raleo is a fafe Port, is covered from the Sea by the Iflands
Ampallo and Mangreza, both well inhabited with Native Indians,
i greatand 3 other fmall Iflands. <+ Raleo is but 4 Miles over Land from
e 2 the head of the Lake Nigaragua, that falls into the North Sea in
pron e 12 Degrees of North Latitude, near the Corn or Pearl Iflands.
Here at the Town of Raleo, where is abundance of ' excellent clofe
grain’d Timber, a reddith Cedar, and all Materials for building
Shipping 5 we bought 4 long well fail'd Shallops, built exprefs for
failing and riding at Anchor and rowing, about 12 Tuns each, of
32 foot Keel. The 2675, we failed from Ralzo for the Port of
Saragua, or rather of Salagua, within the Iflands and Shoals of
Chamily, and the Port is often call'd by the Spaniards after that
Name ; in 17 Degrees 31 Minutes of North Latitude, 480 Leagues
North Weft and by Weft, a little Wefterly from Ra/o. From the
Town of Saragua, a little Eaft of Chamily at Saragua, and from
Compoftilo in the Neighbourhood of this Port, we took in a Mafter
and fix Mariners accuftomed to Trade with the Natives on the Eaft
fide of California for Pearl ; the Natives catch’d on a Bank in 19
Degrees of Latitude North from the Baxos 8t Fuan, in 24 Degrees

of
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of North Latitude 20 Leagues N.N.E. from Cape St Luces, the April
South Eaft point of California. ‘The Mafter Admiral de Fonte had L_Z:L
hir'd, with his Veflel and Mariners, who had informed the Ad-
miral, that 200 Leagues North from Cape St Lucas, a Flood from
the North, met the South Flood, and that he was fure it muft be
an Ifland, and Don Diego Penneloffa (Sifters Son of * Don Lewis de Do 3.5xitede
Haro) a young Nobleman of great Knowledge and Addrefs in Cof- gri;? J'q},‘-;.;.-‘,-,_:,,.
mography and Navigation, and undertook to difcover whether Ca- ¢ Spain.
Iifornia was an Ifland or not ; for before it was not known whether
it was an Ifland or a Pemnfila ; with his Ship and the 4 Shallops
they brought at Rales, and the Mafter and Mariners they hird at
Salagua, but Admiral de Fonte with the other 3 Ships failed from
them within the Iflands Chamily the 10th of May 1640. and having
the length of Cape Abel, on the W. S. W, fide of California in 26
Degrees of N. Latitude, 160 Leagues N. W, and W. from the Ifles
Chamily ; the Wind fprung up at S.S. E. a fteady Gale, that from
the 262b of May to the 14th of fune, he had fail'd to the River
los Reyes in 53 Degrees of N. Latitude, not having occafion to lower
a Topfail, in failing 866 Leagues N. N. W. 410 Leagues from Port
Abel to Cape Blanco, 456 Leagues to Riols Reyes, all the time moft
pleafant Weather, and failed about 260 Leagues in crooked Chan-
nels, amongft Iflands named the || Archipelagus de Sz Lazarus ; || So named 4y
where his Ships Boats fail'd a mile a head, founding to fee what &% ,/jg
Water, Rocks and Sands there was. The 22d of Yune, Admiral ge{’mgﬁ;m
Fonte difpatched one of his Captains to Pedro de Barnarda, to fuil """
up a fair River, a gentle Stream and deep Water, went firft N, and
N.E. N.and N. W. into a large Lake full of Iflands, and one very
large Peninfula fall of Inhabitants, a F riendly honeft People in this
Lake; he named Lake Valafio, where Captain Barnarda left his
Ship; nor all up the River was lefs than 4, 5> 6, 7 and 8 Fathom
Water, both the Rivers and Lakes abounding with Salmon Trouts,
and very large white Pearch, fome of two foot long ; and with 3
large Indian Boats, by them called Periagos, made of two large
Trees 50 and 6o foot long. Capt. Barnarda firft failed from his
B2 Ships
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Ships in the Lake Zalafco, one hundred and forty Leagues Weft,
and then 436 E.N.E. to 77 Degrees of Latitude. Admiral de-
Fonte, after he had difpatch’d Captain Barnarda on the Difcovery
of the North and Eaft part of the Tartarian Sea, the Admiral fail'd:
up a very Navigable River, which he named Riolos Reyes, that run
neareft North Eaft, but on feveral Points of the Compafs 6o
Leagues at low Water, in-a fair Navigable Channel,. not lefs than
4 or g Fathom Water.. It flow’d in both Rivers near the fame Wa-
ter, in the River los Reyes, 24 foot Full and Change of the Moon;
a S. 8. E. Moon made high Water. It flow’d in the River de Haro
22 foot and a half Full and Change. They had two - Jefuits with
them that had been on their Miffion to the 66:Degrees of North
Latitude, and had made curious Obfervations. The Admiral de
Foonte veceived a Letter from: Captain: Barnarda, dated the 27th of
“fune, 1640. that he had left his Ship in the Lake Valafco, betwixt
the Iland Barnarda and the Peninfula Conibaffét, a very fafe Port ;.
it went down a River from the Lake, g falls, 8o Leagues, and
fell into the Tartarian Sea in-61 Degrees, with the Pater Jefuits
and 36 Natives in three of their Boats,. and 20 of his Spanifly Sea-
men; that the Land trended away North Eaft; that they thould
want no Provifions, the Country abounding with Venifon of 3 forts,
and the Sea and Rivers with excellent Fith (Bread, Salt, Oyl and
Brandy they carry’d with them) that he fhould do what was pof-
fible. The Admiral, when he received the Letter from Captain
Barnarda, was arrived at an Indian Town called Congffér, on the
South-fide the Lake Belle, where the two Pater Jeluits on their Mif-
fion had been two Years; a peafant Place. The Admiral with his
two Ships, enter'd the Lake the 22d of fune, an Hour before high
Water, and there was-no Fall or Catra&, and 4.or § Fathom Wa-
ter, and 6 and 7 generally in the Lake Belle, there is a little fall
of Water till hilf Flood, and an Hour and quarter before high
Water the Flood begins to fet gently into the Lake Bele; the
River is freth at 20 Leagues diftance from the Mouth, or Entrance
of the River /s Reyes. The River and Lake abounds with Salmon,
Salmon-




¢ 3 )

i Salmon-Trouts, Pikes, Perch and Mullets, and two other forts Apnl
| of Fith peculiar to that River, admirable good, and Lake Be/les 1708.
| al{o abounds with all thofe forts of Fifh largs and delicate: And
Admiral de Fonte fays, the Mullets catch’d in Rios Reyes and Lake

‘ Belle, are much delicater than are to be found, he believes, i

3 any: part of the World.

"The reft {hall be incerted in our next.
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: : MEMOIRS for the CURIOUS.

Tke Remainder of Admiral Bartholomew de Fonte's
Letter 5 giving an Account of the moff material
Tranfattions in a Jaurnal of bis from the Calo of
Lima 7z Peru, on bis Difcoveries to find out if there

was any North Weft Paffage from the Atlantick Ocear
into the South and Tartarian Sea 5 which Jor want of
Room we could not poffibly avoid poftponing.

i’;}ff;ﬁf,{;”,‘, WE concluded with giving an Account of a Letter from Capt.
1708. and Barnarda, dated the 27th of June, 1640. on his Difcovery
beginning of in the Lake Valafco. The firft of July 1640, Admiral de Fonte
Lfi}f’f;“ failed from the ret of his Ships in the Lake Belk, in a good
Port cover'd by a fine Ifland, before the Town Conoffet from

thence to a River I named Parmentiers, in honour of my Indu-

{trious Judicious Comrade, Mr Parmentiers, who had moft exally

mark’d every thing in and about that River; we pafs’d 8 Falls,

in all 32 foot, perpendicular from its Sourfe out of Belle ; it falls

into the large Lake I named Lake de Fonte, at which place we ar-

rived the 6th of FYuly. This Lake is 160 Leagues long and 60

broad, the length is E. N. E. and W.S. W. to 20 or 30, in fome

places 60 Fathom deep ; the Lake abounds with excellent Cod and

Ling, very large and well fed, there are feveral very large Iflands

and 10 fmall ones; they are covered with {hrubby Woods, the

Mofs grows 6 or 7 foot long, with which the Moofe, a very large

fort of Deer, are fat with in the Winter, and other lefler Deer,

as Fallow, &@¢c. There are abundance of wild Cherries, Straw-ber-

ries, Hurtle-berries, and wild Currants, and alfo of wild Fowl,

Heath Cocks and Hens, likewife Patridges and Turkeys, and Sea

Fowl in great plenty on the South fide: The Lake is a very large

fruitful
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froitful Ifland, had a' great many Inhabitants, and very excellent
Timber, as Oaks, Afhes, Elm and Fur-Trees, very large and tall.

The 14th of fuly we failed out of the E. N E. end of the Lake
de Fonte, and pafs'd a Lake I named Eftricto de Ronquillo, 34
Leagues long, 2 or 3 Leagues broad, 20, 26, and 28 Fathom' of
Water ; we pafs’d this ftrait in 10 hours, having a flout Gale of
Wind and whole Ebb, As we failed more Eafterly; the Country
grew very fenfibly worfe, as it is in the North and South parts of
America, from 36 to the extream Parts North of South, the Weft
differs not only in Fertility but in Temperature of Air, at leaft ;o
Degrees, and it is warmer on"the Weft fide than on the Eaft, as
the beft Spanifb Dilcoverers found it, whofe bufinefs it was in the
time of the Emperor Charies the V. to Philip the 111. as is noted
by Aloares and a Cofta and Mariana, &,

The 17th we came to an Indian Town, and the Indians told our
Interpreter Mr Parmentiers, that a little way from us lay a great
Ship where there had never been one before ; we failed to them,
and found only one Man advanced in years, and a Youth; the Man
was the greateft Man in the Mechanical Parts of the Mathematicks
I had ever met with; my fecond Mate was an Englifh Man, an
excellent Seaman, as was my Gunner, who had been taken Prifo-
ners at Campechy, as well ‘as the Mafter’s Son ; they told me the
Ship was of New England, from'a Town called Bofton. The Owner
and the whole Ships Company came on board the 3oth, and the
Navigator of the Ship, Capt. Shapley, told me, his Owner was a
fine Gentleman, and. Major General of the largeft Colony in Ned
England, called the Af}'r:kfcl:rgfi’/:; fo I received him like a Gentle-
man, and told him, my Commiffion was to make Prize of any
People feeking a North Weft or Weft Paflage into the South Sea,
but I would look upon them as Merchants trading with the Natives
for Bevers, Otters, and other Furs and Skins, and fo for a {mall
Prefent of Provifions I had no need on, I gave him my Diamond

Ring,
2

June
1708.




June
1708,

(87
Ring, which coft ‘me 1200 Pieces of Eight, (which the modeft
Gentleman received with difficulty) and having given the brave
Navigator, Capt. Shapley for his fine Charts and Journals, 1000
Pieces of Eight, and the Owner of the Ship, Seimor Gibbons a
quarter Cafk of good Peruan Wine, and the 10 Seamen each 20
Pieces of Eight, the 6th of Auguft, with as much Wind as we could
fly before, and:a Currant, we arrived at the firft Fall of the River
Parmentiers, the 11th of Auguft, 86 Leagues, and ‘was on' the
South fide of the Lake Belle on board our Ships the 16thof Au-
quft, before the fine Town Congjfet, where we found all things well;
and the honeft Natives of Congffer had 'in 'our abfence treated our

People with great humanity, and!Capt. de Ronquillo anfwer'd their

Civility and Juftice.

The zoth of Auguft an Indian brought me 2 Letter to Conoffet on
the Lake Belle, from Capt. Barnarda, dated the 11 th of Auguft, where
he {ent me word he was returned from "his Cold Expedition, and
did affure me there was no Communication out of the Spani/bh ot
Atlantick Sea, by Davis Srait; for the Natives had conducted one
of his Seamen to the head of Dawvis Srait, which terminated in a
fre(h Lake of about 30 Mile in circumference, in the 8oth Degree
of North Latitude ; and that there was prodigious Mountains North
of it, befides the North Weft from that Lake, the Ice was fo fix'd,
that from the Shore to 100 Fathom Water, for ought he knew
from 'the Creation; for Mankind knew little of the wonderful
Works of God, efpecially near the North and South Poles ; he writ
further, that he had failed from Baffet Ifland North Eaft, and Eaft
North Faft, and North Eaft and by Eaft, to the 7gth Degree of
Latitude, and then the Land trended North, and the Ice refted on
the Land. I received afterwards a fecond Letter from Capt. Bar-
nada, dated from Minbanfet, informing me, that he made the Port
of Arena, 20 Leagues up the River los Reyes on the 29th of Au-
guft, where he waited my Commands. I having ftore of good Salt
Provifions, of Venifon and Fifh, that Capt. de Ranquillo had  falted
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(by my order) in my abfence, and 100 Hogtheads of Indian Wheat
or Mais, failed the 2d of September 1645. accompanied with many
of the honeft Natives of Comgffér, and the gth of September in the
Morning about 8, was at an Anchor betwixt 4renz and Mynbanfet,
in the River /s Reyes, failing down that River to the North Eaft
part of the South Sea; after that returned home, having found
that there was no Paffage into the South Sea by that they call the
North Weft Paffage. The Chart will make this much more de-

monftrable.

Tho the Style of the foregoing Piece is not altogether fo Polite; ( being
writ like a Man, whofe livelihood depended on another way) but with
abundance of Experience and a Traveller, yet there are fo many Curious,
and bitherto unknown Difeoveries, that if was thought worthy a place
wn thefe Memoirs 5 and 'tis bumbly prefumd it will not be unaccept-
able to thofe who have either been in thofe Parts, or will give them=

JSelves the trouble of reviewing the Chart,

@)







OBSERVATIONS

ON

The Title affixed, and on other Circumflances relating to
the Letter of Admiral de Fonte, jhewing the Authen-
ticity of that Letter, and of the Account therein con-

tained.

BSERVATIONS have been made by feveral Geographers of

different Nations on the Letter of Admital de Fonte, to thew that
fuch Letter is not deferving of Credit, is to be thought of as a mere
Fiction or Romance, and is a Forgery compofed by fome Perfon to ferve
a-particular Purpofe. = But it will appear, as we proceed in a more par-
ticular Confideration of the Title and Circumftances relative to the Let-
ter of Admiral de Fonte than hath been hitherto ufed, and from the fol-
lowing Remarks on the Subjeét of fuch Letter*, That thofe Obferva-
tions made by the Geographers have many of them no juft Foundation,
the reft afford not a fufficient Evidence to invalidate the Authenticity of
that Letter, and of the Account it contains.

It is only from a Copy of the Lietter of de Fonte that the Tranflation
hath been made, which is now publithed, as is plain from a Title
being affixed, A4 Letter from Admiral Bartholomew de Fonte, then Ad-
miral of New Spam aund Peru, and now Prince of Chili. = As Prince is

never ufed in this Senfe with us, it is apparently a literal Tranflation

Vord Principe, confequently this Title was. wrote in
e, and we cannot otherwife conclude but in the

the Letter.. From this and other Defeéts of the
vill be noticed as we proceed in our Obfervations, the
1 Dnvre Comr

ritiques fur la Sitnation de Pays Sep-
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Tranflator muft be acquitted from all Sufpicion of being any way con-
cerned in this pretended Forgery.

By the Copieft affixing ' this Title, it is -evident he was well affured
that there had been fuch an Expedition.

The Anecdotes, as to the Vice-admiral Penneloffa, in the Body of the
Letter, what is therein mentioned as to the Jefuits, evidence that a
minute and particular Inquiry was made by the Copieft; that he had
thoroughly informed himfelf of every Particular of this Affair; that he
was affured that the Account by him copied contained the moft mate-
rial ‘Tranfations in a Journal of de Fonte’s, and that de Fonte was then,
probably from his advanced Age, in the Service of the Government in
another Station.

This Expedition not being folely to intercept the Navigators from
Rofton, but alfo to difcover whether there was a Paffage in thofe Parts
thro’ which the Englifh expeted to make a Paffage, viz. by the back Part
of Virginia, by Hudfew’s or by Baffin’s Bay ; it was an Undertdking
which required that the Perfon who had the conduéting of it thould not
only be a Man of good Underftanding, but a judicious and experienced
Seaman. The Time required to attain fuch Qualifications implies, that
de Fonte muft have been of a mature Age when he went on this Com-
mand ; and de Fonte being alive at the Time that the Copy was taken,
it muft have been taken within twenty Years, or in a lefs Time after fuch
Expedition, as the Copieft fpeaks of Pennelofla as a young Nobleman
The Copieft therefore could not be impofed on, as his Inquiries were
fnade ih fuch a Time, either with refpect to the Perfons concerned, or
with refpect to the Letter not being a genuine Account of the Voyage.

A Perfon might be fo circumftanced as to attain the Favour of copying
fuch Letter, induced by fome private Motive, without an Intention of
making it publick, as Publications were not at that Time fo frequent
as of late Days; neither is it lefs probable that a Copy fo taken may,
in Procefs of Time, come into other Hands and then be publifhed.

Mr. Gage obferves, in his Dedication to Lord Fairfax, ¢ The Reafon
¢ of his publifhing a New Survey of the Weft Indies to be, becaufe that
¢ ‘nothing had been written of thefe Parts for thefc hundred Years laft

¢ patt,
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¢ paft, which is almoft ever fince from the firft Conqueft thereof by the
¢ Spaniards, who are contented to lofe the Honour of that Wealth and
¢ Felicity, which they have fince purchafed by their great Endeavours,
< {o that they may enjoy the Safety of retaining what they hayve for-
¢ merly gotten in Peace and Security.” And though de Fonte declares
that there was no North-weft Paffage, yet that there thould be no Pub-
lication of the Account of the Voyage is confiftent with this eftablifhed
Maxim.

The North-weft Paffage he mentions is not to be underftood, in
an unlimited Senfe, for a Paffage between the Atlantick and Weftern
Ocean to the Northward, but the Meaning is confined to that Paflage
expeted by Hudfon’s Bay : For de Fonte {ays, that he was to make a
Prize of any feeking a North-weft or Weft Pajfage® ; by the latter he
meant where Pennelofla was fent to fearch ; and Bernarda fays, there was
no Communication out of the §panifh or Atlantick Sea, by Davis Streight;
and there was an Extent of Coaft which de Fonte only ran along, and
had, but at Times, a diftant View of ; and as to the Jefuits, by what-
ever Means they got into thofe Parts, it is evident they had not feen
all the intermediate Country. Therefore tho’ the Court of Spain was
fatisfied that the Paffage was not where de Fonte had fearched ; yet there
might be a Paffage where he had not fearched, and publifhing this Ac-
count of the Voyage would be an Affiftance to the Adventurers, as
it would confine them in their Searches to thofe other Parts which
were curforily paffed by d¢ Fonte, and where perhaps they might fuc-
ceed: Or this Account particularly defcribing the Northern and
Weftern Part of America, not hitherto known, would be of great Ser-
vice to Rovers, who had already found their Way into thofe Seas, by
direting them to the Coaft and Harbours, and giving them an Account
of a Country where they could retire to with tolerable Security 13‘r;=:11 any
Interruption from the Spaniards, a good Climate, hofpitable People, and
a Plenty of Provifions to be had ; Circumftances which might L:J.-.l,f:
them to continue their cruizing in thofe Seas much longer than without
fuch Lights as they would receive from this Account they would be en-
abled to do.

#* ¥ide Letter.
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Itis well known that the Spaniards claimed all to theNorthward as their
Dominion, which they intended in due Time to acquire the Pofleflion
of, and the Publication might give an Infight to the Englifb Settlers in
America to be beforehand with them in attaining a Settlement in thofe
5 T

L Gleas

Their Attempt to intercept the Englife Subjets, when made Publick
to the World, would have given Umbrage to the Court and People of

#d, which the Spariards would not unneceffarily, and efpecially at
a Time when they had their Hands full of a War with the French, who
had alfo inc 1:Ld the Catalonians to rebel, and had joined them with their
'j{‘roopq. The Spaniards were, at the fame Time, endeavouring to re-
cover the Dominions of Portugal. And de Fonte had refpec to the cr iti-

cal Situation their Affairs were in, even before he fet out on his Voyage,
hence his political Behaviour when he met with the Navigators from
Bofton, committed no Act of Hoftility, yet made Ufe of the moft effec-
tive Means to prevent their proceeding further.

As no Publication was permitted of this Expedition, this therefore
could come but to the Knowledge only of a very few Perfons in Old
Spain. Such a fingular Tranfaétion being foon, from their Attention
‘o other Matters, and their Miniftry foon after entirely changed, no
more talked of, unlefs it fhould have been revived by fomething of the
like Nature again happening on the Part of the Englifb. As no At-
tempt was made by the Englifb for almoft a Century, t this Tranfaction,
in that Time, fell into Oblivion, At the Time fuch Attempt was re-
newed, then the Spaniards were better acquainted with the Purpofe of

—t
=

rica, they had altered their Defigns of ex xtending

their own Pofleflions, there was alfo another Power who might pre-
nd that fuch Paffage, if made, was Part in their Dominion, fo ob-
& proceeding and interrupt our i‘-:ltiing-, the Spaniards
therefore having no immediate Occafion for any Refearches back to
e I-‘;cards to acquaint themfelves as to the uamuu.hr\ or Im-
practicabi ility of our Attempts, or to take Dire&ions for their own Pro-
ceedings, the Remembrance of this Expedition continued dormant.

C
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In New Spain, the fitting four Ships to go on Difcovery, as fuch Un-
dertakings had been very frequent, it would not engage any extraor-
dinary Attention of the Publick there; it often happened that what
was done on fuch Voyages was kept a Secret. The more ‘curious and
inquifitive Per ions would attain but an imperfeét Account, by Inquiry
from the People on board the Ships, as the Ships were divided, and
they would receive no fatisfactory Information of what was moft material,
and the principal Object of their Inquiry by thofe who went in the
Boats, as Seamen delighting in Stories often tell what they neither heard
or faw. The Confequences of the Voyage not known, becaufe not un-
derftood, a weak Tradition of this Expedition would remain to Pofte-
rity; and the only Knowledge or Certainty to be acquired, as to this
Expedition, would be from Journals accidentally preferved, of fome
Perfons who had gone the Voyage.

Monf. de Lifle gives us an Extrat of a Letter from Mon(. Autonio de
Ullsa, wrote from Aranguer the 19th of Fune in the Year 1753 ¥, to Monf.
Bouguer e le Mounier, to anfwer the Queries they had made on the Sub-
ject of the Letter of Admiral de Fuente. That curious and able Spanifb
Officer fent them in Anfwer, That in the Year 1742 he commanded a
Ship of War the Rofe, in the South Sea; he had on board him a Lieu-
tenant of the Veflel named Don Manuel Morel, an antient Seaman, who
fhewed him a Manufcript ; Mon/. Ulloa forgot the Author’s Name, but
believes it to be Barthelemi de Fuentes. The Author in that Manufcript
reported, that in Confequence of an Order which he had reccived *'-"(;-1-.
the then Viceroy of Peru, that he had been to the Northward of Ca/
fornia, to difcover whether there was a Paffage by which there was a
Communication between the North and South Sea; but having reached
a certain Northern Latitude, which Mon/f. Ulloa did not recolleét, and
having found nothing that indicated fuch Pafiage, he returned to r‘in-
Port of Callae, &c. Monf. Ulloa adds, he had a Copy of fuch Relation,
but he loft it when he was taken by the Eng/i/h on his return 1

America.

* Novelles Cattes des Decovertes de L’Amiral de Fonte, et autres Navigateurs, £,
Par de Lifle, Paris 1753:—P, 30,
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It is evident, from this Account being feen in 1742, it is not the
fame from which the Tranflation is made which we now have, that
being publithed in 1708. And as Mon/. de Lifle afferts, that the Letter
is conformable with what Monf. Ullea faid at Paris three Years before,
with this Difference only, that he faid pofitively at that Time, that the
Relation which he had feen at Pern, and of which he had taken a Copy,
was of Admiral de Fonte, this Manufcript, which contained the Account
of the Voyage, may rather be fuppofed to be a Relation, or Journal
kept by fome Perfon, who was aboard Admiral de Fonte's Ship, a Friend
or Anceftor of Morel, than a Copy the fame with this Letter, as it only
mentioned the Purport of the Voyage, feems not to have the par-
ticular Circumftances as to intercepting the Boffor Men. This Aec-
count is an Evidence fo far in Favour of this Letter, as it proves that
this Letter is not the only Account that there is of this Voyage, and
that another Account was feen and copied at Per many Years after
this Letter was publithed in England. But if it be fuppofed that it is
one and the fame Account, and that from the Englifb, it would not
have been accepted of and kept by Morel, and fhewed as a Curiofity,
unlefs he was fatisfied that it was a true genuine Account of fuch
Voyage, and as to which he would naturally inquire, being on the
Spot, where he might probably be informed, and unlefs he was at a Cer=
tainty that what that Account contained was true, would he have pro-
duced the Manufcript, or permitted his Captain to take a Copy of it as
genuine ; yet we may with greater Probability fuppofe, that this Manu-
fcript which Morel had was no Tranflation from the Englifb, but in
itfelf an Original. Monf. Ulloa fpeaking of Murel as an antient Sea-
man, cannot mean that he was in the Expedition of de Fonte, only im-
plies his being acquainted with fome one who was, with whom, from
his Courfe of Years, he might have failed, and attained this Journal,

What 1s faid in the Letter of Monf, Ulsz, that he forgot the Name of
the Author of the Manufeript, but believes it was Bartelemi de Fuentes,
that the Author of that Manufcript gave an Account of. It muft be
confidered, that when Monf. Ulloa wrote he was in Old Spain, many
Years after he had feen the Account, and three Years after he was at
Paris; and though he genteelly anfwers the Inquiries fent him, agree-
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able to his Converfation at Paris, yet does not exprefs himfelf fo pofi-
tively as when at Paris, as in the Letter he only believes it to be Bar-
telemi de Fonte.  Monf. Ulloa would fooner-not have anfwered the Letter
than deny what he had formerly faid ; and if Monf. de Lifle had advanced
that for which he had no proper Authority, both as a Gentleman and
an Officer he would not have fubmitted to fuch a Falthood: But from
Monf. Ullsa being tender in the Account, being of a Matter which might
not make any great Impreflion on him at the Time he received it, ten
Years fince, out of his Hands, and three Years after he was at Par/s, this
Account is more worthy of Credit, and heé might be more cautious,
now he was to give it under his Hand, to foften the Reproach of his
Countrymen for his not acting like a true Spaniard, in being fo commu-
nicative in this Matter. The Account which Monf. de Lifle hath given,
was with a Permiffion of Monf. Ullsa to make Ufe of his Name, as the
Letter Monf. Ulloa fent teftifiecs. 'Where Monf. de Lifle hath not the Li-
berty to mention the Name of his Author, he only fays, that there was
a Perfon equally curious, and as well inftructed in the Affair as Monl.
de Ulloa, who affured him pofitively that there was fuch a Relation.

Though Monf. de Lifle had a particular Syftem to fupport, yet, at
the fame Time, he had a great publick Character to preferve. Monf.
Bougier, Mounier, and Ulloa, were living at the Time he gave this Ac-
count to the Publick ; they would be afked as to what they knew of the
Affair ; and a more particular Inquiry would be made of Monf. de Lif,
as to the Information he received from the namelefs Perfon; and as
there were feveral of his Countrymen who did not adopt his Syftem, a
Trip in this Affair, as to the Evidence he brings in Support of the Au-
thority of this Account of de Funte, would have given them an Advan-
tage which they would not have neglected, and have done Juftice to the
Publick, by letting them know there was little of Truth in this Ac-
count; but as no Reflettions have appeared, we have no Reafon to
queftion the Veracity of Monf. de Lifle in this Relation, on any Surmifes
of Strangers, on no betfer Authority than meer Opinion, without a
fingle Reafon produced in Support of what they infinuate.

This Letter, when publifhed in 1708, was confidered only as an Ac-
count that was curious ; was looked on as of no Importance, and did.
: D not
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not engage the Attention of the Publick until the Difeovery of the North-
weft Pafiage became the Topick of commen Converfation, and would
have lain, without having any further Notice taken of is, had not the
Attempts to difcover a North-weit Paffage been revived. It is from
their being produced in a proper Seafon, that Accounts of this Sort be-
come permanent, aflifting in fome favourite Defign, being thus ufeful
they are preferved from Obfcurity and Oblivion. 'We have an Account,
the Author Captain Don Francifco de Seixas, a Captain in the Spanifh Navy,
and is frequently quoted by the Spanifb Writers, though he is little known
amongft us.—He fays, P. 71. ¢ Thomas Peche, an Englifbman, having been
< at Sea twenty-eight Years, and made eight Voyages to the Eaf-Indies
¢ and China during fixteen Years of that Time, fpent the other twelve in
¢« Trading and Piracies in the #¢ft-Indies, from whence he returned to
¢ England in 1669; and, after continuing there four Years, in 1673,
¢ with other Companions, fitted out at the Port of Briffe/ one Ship of
¢ five hundred Tons, with forty-four Guns, and two light Frigates of
¢ one hundred and fifty Tons, and in each eighteen Guns, giving out
¢ that he was bound on a trading Voyage to the Canaries; whence they
¢ bore away with the three Veflels, and went through the Streight Le
¢ Maire, with two hundred and feventy Men, which he carried direétly
« to trade at the Moluccas and Philippinas.

¢ And after continuing in thofe Parts twenty-fix Months and fome
¢ Days, it appearing to the faid Thomas Peche that from the Philippinas
¢ he could return to Eugland in a fhorter Time by the Streight of Anian
¢ than by the Eaft or Streight Magellan, he determined to pafs this
¢ Rout with his large Ship, and one fmall one, the other having loft
¢ Company by bad Weather, or worfe Defign in thofe who com-
¢ manded it.

¢ And having, as he fays, failed one hundred and twenty Leagues
¢ within the Streights of Awian, relates, that as the Month of Offober
¢ was far advanced, in which the northerly Winds reign much, and drove
¢ the Waters from the North to the South, that the Currents of the faid
« Streight of Anian were fuch, and fo ftrong, that had they continued
¢ longer they muft, without Doubt, have been loft ; wherefore, finding
¢ 1t neceflary to return back, failing along the Coaft of California (after
¢ having failed out of the Channel of Awign) and thofe of New Spain

¢ and
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¢ and Peru, he went through the Streight of Magellan into the North
¢ Sea in fixteen Hundred and feventy-feven, with the Veflels and much
Riches, great Part whereof was of a Spanifb Velfel which they took on
the Coaft of Lugan.

"

"~

Wherefore pafling over all the reft of what the Author fays in his
Voyage, only mentioning what regarded the Currents, he relates, that
when he entered into the Streight of AZ#ian he found, from Cape Mendo-
cino in California, for above twenty Leagues within the Channel, the
Currents fet to the N. E. all which and much more the Curious will find
in the Voyage of the faid Thomas Peche, which in {ixteen Hundred and
feventy-nine was printed in Fresch and Englifb, in many Parts of Hol-
land, France, and England, in lefs than twenty Sheets Quarto: And
(he adds) further I can affirm, that 1 have feen the Author many Times
in the Year eighty-two, three and four in Holland, who had along
with him a Spanifb Meftize born in the Philippinas, together with a

Chinefe.

It can fcarce be imagined the Whole is without Foundation, though
no fuch Voyage is at prefent to be come at, Seyxas publithing his Work
foon after the Publication by Peche, to which he particularly refers,
feems to obviate all Doubt of his Sincerity ; and there are too many
Circumftances, which are collateral Evidence, mentioned, to imagine he
could be entirely deceived. He publithed his Work at Madrid in {ix-
teen Hundred and eighty-eight, dedicated to the King, as Prefident in
his Royal Council of the 7udies, and to the Marquis de les Velez 5 the
Work intituled, Theatro Naval FHydographico de Los Fluxos, &c. This
Account was received as a true and faithful Relation of a Voyage
‘performed, as it was publifhed in various Languages; yet the Want of
this Account is a Particular, fome Reafon for Exception with us, that we
cannot receive it as a Certainty. And we are more fufpicious as to the
Truth of any Accounts that we have received relating to the North-
weflt Part of America, than to any other Part of
being in a great Meafure influenced by the Syftem we embrace, as,
Whether there is a North-weft Paffage, or not? And for this Reafon
only, no Part of the Globe hath more engaged the Attention of the Geo-
graphers, and with refpeét to which they had more different Opinions.

D 2 Thofe

he Globe. Our Opinion
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Thofe whofe Opinion it was that Afiz and America were contiguous,
had, for many Years, their Opinion rejected, but now confirmed to be
true by the Ruffian Dilcoveries ; and we may conclude- they had a- good
Authority for what they advanced, which was not tranfmitted down to
us, as they had fuch an Affurance of what they had advanced, as they
fuppofed there could never be the leaft Doubt of it. Thofe who ad-
vanced that there was Paffage between the 4tlantick and Southern Ocean,
by a Streight in the Northern and Weflern Parts of America, and very
likely on a good Authority, have their Opinion oppofed, all Accounts
of Voyagers treated as fabulous, and for the fame Reafon that the Opi-
nion of Afia and America being contiguous was rejected, as they could
produce nothing further for it than Tradition, and as to which the Tra-
dition now appears to have had its Foundation in Truth. Soon after
America was difcovered, and the Spaniards had fettled in New Spain,
the Report of there being a Streight prevailed, the Truth of this Re-
port hath not been difproved, and we have no juft Reafon to reject this
Tradition for pofitive Affertions which are produced without any Evi-
dence, but that our Attempts have not fucceeded. Which is an Inference
deduced from a falfe Principle, for our not having had the expetted Suc-
cefs hitherto, doth not imply that we may not fucceed hereafter, as we
proceed in ‘our future Attempts; and all that hath been faid, as to there
being no North-weit Pafiage, is not adequate to the Tradition of there
being fuch a Paffage. This Tradition is alfo fupported by a few Ac-
counts, which we reject too abfolutely. Thefe Accounts are given by
various Perfons, at different Times, without any Concern, Conneétion,
or even Acquaintance the one with the other; which Accounts fhew
that the Opinion of their being fuch a Streight prevailed. Thefe Ac-
counts were given by Foreigners; we could not receive them from any
other, as we did not frequent thofe Seas, and at prefent have no ready
Accefs to them. And as it was but occafionally that any Perfons went
into thofe Parts, it is but by a few Perfons only we could receive any
Information refpeéting thereto. Nor could we attain fuch Information
as we have in another Manner, than from what our own Countrymen
accidentally picked up, as a regular Publication of fuch Account was
not permitted, and as fome thought themfelves interefted to keep the
moft material Part a Secret, in hopes to turn it to Advantage, by being
employed, or receiving a Gratuity for their Difcovery. And Allowances

fhould
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fhould be made, without declaring a Perfon immediately too credulous,
who reports what he hears only in Converfation from another; he may,
in fuch Converfation, omit many Circumftances which it would have
been neceffary for him to be informed of, in order to give that Satif-
faction ‘to others ‘to whom he reports this Information, which he himfelf
received of the Truth of what was related to him at the Time of the Con-
verfation. And we have no Reafon to cenfure thofe as too credulous
who have publithed thefe Accounts, until we get a more perfeét In-
formation as to the North-weft Parts of America, which at prefent re-
main unknown. A Difpute arifes as to the Situation of fuch a Streight;
and Accounts given by Indians are produced to prove that the Streight
cannot ‘be ‘in fuch a Part, where it is fuppofed to be fo far to the
Southward as to have its Entrance from the South Sea, in Latitude
513 whereas, on a little Examination, it would appear that thofe 7n-
dians, whofe Accounts are produced, are almoft equal Strangers as to
thofe Parts with the Exropeans. ‘They do not feck inhofpitable Coun-
tries, where there 1is little Produce, no Plenty of Fuel, great and fre-
quent Waters, Mountains and Swamps, having no Inducement from
Trade or on Account of War, as'they would not go into thofe Parts to
feek their Enemy, whom, with lefs Hazard and a greater Certainty of
finding them, they could attack when returned from their Summer hunt-
ing and fifhing to their Retirements, where they live more comfortably
than in thofe Parts mto which, by Neceflity, they are obliged to go on
Account of the Chace, as they could not otherwife fubfift themfelves
and Families. “And on due Examination it will appear all the Accounts
we have from ‘the Indians are erroncoufly made ufe of, to evince that
there is no Streight in the Part that is contended for. Inftead of too
fevere a Cenfure on the Credulity of others, we fhould be cautious that
our Diffidence does not lead us into an unreafonable Incredulity, and
prevent our ufing fuch Teftimony as is ‘prefented to us fo candidly as
we ought to do, and prevent our getting a true Infight into an Affair
of fuch Importance; and the utmoft that can be faid of 1t 1s, thatitis a
Point yet undstermined, whether there is a North-weit Pallage or not.

As to the original Letter of de Fonte, we intereft ourfelves in the im-
portant Matter it contains, and therefore become more fuipicious and

diffident,
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diffident, as to its Authenticity, than upon a due Ufe of our Reafon it
will appear that we ought to be. As we have no Reafon, as is apparent
from what hath been faid, that the original Letter fhould ever come to
our Hands ; and if it appear, as we proceed, that it is rather to be at-
tributed to inevitable Accidents, than there not having been fuch a Let-
ter, that we cannot attain any particular Information refpeting thereto.
If it is confidered that we have a Publication of fuch Letter, the Def-
ciencies in which are not, as it will appear, any other than the Errors
of the Tranflator and Printer. That there are a great many concurring
Circumftances in Support of and conformable with what the Letter con-
tains. And the Account is compofed of fuch Particulars as exceed the In-
duftry and Ingenuity of thofe who employ their Fancy in compofing
ingenious Fictions. Thefe various Branches of Evidence cannot be re-
jected, if we make a fair Judgment in this Matter : There muft be a
Prepofleffion from common Fame, a Prejudice from a prior Opinion,
or an Intereft and Defign to fupport a particular Syftem, that prevents
our accepting of it, as a Probability next to a Certainty, of this being a
true Account ; and there is only wanting, to our receiving it abfolutely
as fuch, that the Copy be produced from which the Tranflation was
made, or a full and compleat Evidence as to what is become of fuch
Copy.

‘Why we cannot obtain a particular Information as to the original Let-
ter of de Fonte, appears from the Account, which fhews that the Court
of Spair had a fecret Intelligence of this Undertaking. And as that
Court would not openly declare that they had fuch an Information, or
how they intended to defeat the Defign, the Orders fent, and confe-
quently the Account of the Execution of thofe Orders, and whatever
related thereto, would be fecres Papers, and as fuch kept in a Manner
that few Perfons would have a free Accefs ; and by thofe few who had,
as the publick Bufinefs did not require it, might never be taken in
Hand, unlefs they accidentally catched the Eye of fome who was parti-
cularly curious. Thus neglected, in a Century of Time it might not be
known, if the Subject was revived, where they were depofited, and be-
ing fo few in Number would take up but a {mall Space, which might
make it difficult to find them.
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The Politenefs and Civility which prevail in this Age, will net admit
of fuch a Complaifance to curious Inquirers as to gratify ]

which, in Policy, from good Reafons of State, mi g
ted. There are Inftances of late Difcoveries bcmg made, as to the
Whole of which, from particular Views, as it is faid, the Curious have
not been gratified. And if this Expedition of de Fonte was remembered,
and the Papers relating thereto could be brought to light, it might im-
mediately encourage us to proceed on making a further Attempt for the
Difcovery of a North-weft Paffage, therefore we can have no Reafon to
expect the Court of Spain would aflift us with what might determine us
to a Proceeding at which they muft take Umbrage, as we are now be-
come ,the only Power who fhare North America with them, from the
Advantages that fuch a Difcovery would give us in cafe of a future
Rupture between the two Crowns; though our prefent Intention is to
increafe our Commerce, by opening a Trade to Fapan, and carrying on
a Trade in a more advantageous Manner to China.

We cannot be affured, if full Permiffion was given to find thefe Pa-
pers, and more particular Pains and Application ufed, than is cufto-
mary with People in publick Offices, when the Occafion of the Search
being to little other Purpofe than fatisfying Curiofity, whether fuch
Search might not be rendered unfuccefsful, by fuch Papers being burnt
amongft many other State Papers, in the Fire in the Efurial, the com-
mon Depofitory for State Papers at that Time.

If we confider the Changes that have happened, as to the Succeffion
to the Crown of Spain, the Changes in the Miniftry, Foreign
duced into their Miniftry, there muft have been many Particulars, not

only of this but of other Kinds, which they are not at prefent acquainted
with, the Miniftry having no Ocecafion to give themfelves any Concern
about them. Don Olivarez, who was the Minifter at this Time, was
known to do his Bufinefs by Juntos of particular People, as the Refo-
lutions of Government thereby remained an inviolable Secret, whi

was not always the Cafe when the Bufinefs was managed by publick
Councils. They alfo gave their Advice in a particular Manner, by
vritten Billets, which were handed to the King, that every Thing was
conduéted in a very myfterious Manner during the Time that he was in
the
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the Miniftry, contrary to the former Praftice, and which was alfo dif-

If Inquiry hath been made by the moft intelligent amongft the Spaz«

is Expedition, and the Commands of the Monarch to make

ers, and the Orders relating thereto, have been
but they cannot be found. The Reafons are apparent,
ing fcarce fpeke of at the T'ime, went foon out of Remem-
hatever may be in private Hands relating thereto, is not

the Poflefiors, and the Originals, if not fe-

creted or m rnt in the Efeurial in the Year 1671, the ufual

Relidence of the Court, and therefore where this Letter may be fup-
o
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Account, which the Diftance -of Time or other Accidents could not

pofed to be received and lodged. For the Evidence relative to this

deface, yet remains. If de Funte was Governor or Prefident of Ghilis
from the Nature of his Office it muit appear, amongft fome Records
or Inftruments of Writing, and we accordingly are informed, that
there was a Perfon in that Office named Fuente, which is {ynominous.
That we have not more minute Particulars, is by reafon that the Ac-
count is from thofe Parts where we have not a free and ready Accefs
to make our Enquiries, and from a People, excepting a few Individuals,
who are not very communicative to Foreigners. But where we have not
laboured under the like Difadvantage, we have found that there was
one Gibbons, allo Shapley, Perfons exaltly circumftanced as the Letter
mentions, upon the Authority of Records, the Tradition of antient
Men, in thofe Parts where they had lived, and alfo other Accounts, fup-
porting the Authenticity of this Letter, as will be thewn when we pro-
ceed to confider of the Subject of the Letter. There is therefore juft
Reafon to conclude, was it poffible to have the like Pains taKen in New
Spain or Peru, we might meet with Particulars refpeting this Matter,
which would put the Truth of this Account out of all Doubt; and
any Failure in the Inquiries there, may be owing to their not having
been made with an equal Induftry, and which it is not in our Power
to procure in thofe Parts fo diftant and inacceflable.

The Circumftances of the Inhabitants of Boffon, and the neighbouring
Provinces, during this Period of Time fince the Expedition of de Fonte, have
been very different, they have not been fubjected to the like fatal Accidents

9 with
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with the People of Lima, and that Neighbourhood, who feveral Times have
had their City laid in Ruins, and almoft entirely depopulated by Earth- ]
|

quakes, particularly in A4pril 1687, and in the Yeur 1746. The Build-
ings becoming an entire Heap of Ruins, and many People perifhing,
muft leffen the Force of Tradition, and affe®, in fome fort, the pub-
lick Records; and if the Marine Office was at the Calloz of Lima, the
Calloa having been twice overwhelmed by the Sea, then there is no
Reafon to expe@ from New Spain an authenticated Account of the
; Equipment of this Fleet under the Command of Admiral de Fonte.

Thofe who argue againft the Authenticity of this Account, muft ad- i
mit that he was a Perfon of Capacity and Abilities who compofed ir, |
and fhould affign us fome Reafon, if a Fiction, why a fenfible Perfon i
fhould undertake it, as there could be no Inducement either in Point
* of Reputation or Profit : For, if a Fiction, it is neither entertaining or
\ inftructive. Neither can any political Motive be urged for this Under- |
’ " taking, as the Subject muft then have been treated in a Manner entirely _i

different ; fo managed as to fhew that a North-weft Paffage was abfo- |

lutely impracticable, and to let nothing be introduced that would afford

the leaft Incitement to Adventurers to come into thafe Parts. But it

is apparent, that in this Account the Facts are related in a plain and Ll

fimple Manner, without any Violation of Truth, as they are related

without any Confideration of their Confequences. The Reprefentations
. made, as to the Tides, as to the different Sorts of Fifh that came into
the Waters from Weftward and Eaftward, would have been an Encou-
ragement to a further Trial as to a North-weft Paffage, had fuch Ac-
count been publithed; and if the Phanomena as to the Tides, and the
Difference as to the Fifh, was not from its communicating with the Souzb
Sea, and the Attempt had proved fuccefslefs as to the Difcovery of a

North-weft Paffage, yet to countervail, in fome Meafure, that Difap- . 1
pointment, there was a Profpect of a lucrative Trade, in all Appearance

to be carried on in thofe Weftern Parts where de Fonte is reprefented to n
have been in, with greater Convenience than that which had been car- .
ried on by the Boflon People from the Eaft before and ar this Time in |
Hudfonw's Bay; and the Eanglifb might be invited, if fuccefsful in their |
Trading, to make a Settlement, an Event which the Spaniards were ap- ! ”

E prehenfive
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prehenfive, of, and carneftly defirous to prevent. Thefe are Defelts
which the Capacity and Abilities of the Author would not permit him
to run into, if he was writing a idtitious Account, as he muft eafily fee
that fuch Reprefentations to deftroy the Notion of a Nerth-weft Paflage,
and prevent the Englifh fettling there, were abfolutely contrary to his
Purpofe, ‘To give a greater Plaufibility to a fictitious Tale, the Scene
may be laid in diftant Parts, by this Means introducing, more fecurely,
Names and Charaters of Perfons as real who never were ; and though
this Account mentions Perfons who lived at a great Diftance, and in an
obfcure Part, yet there were {iich Perfons as the Account mentions.
Alfo the Period of Time when this Voyage was performed, fo corref-
ponds with their Tranfa&tions, as the Author could fix on no other Pe-
riod fo agreeing with the Circumftance of Major Gibbons being fo long,
and at that very Time, abfent from home ; and his Abfence can be at-
tributed to no other Caufe than his being out on a Voyage. Here is
more Plainnefs and Confiftency than is ufual in Fiftion, with fuch a Va-
riety of Particulars, and fo circumftanced, as would perplex the moft
pregnant Fancy to invent, which can be no Way fo naturally accounted
for as by admitting that the Letter contains a genuine Account of a
Voyage made by Admiral de Fonte, not a Forgery to fupport political
Views; or that it is the Production of a fporting Fancy to contraft fome
other Performance, or in order to expofe the Credulous to publick

Ridicule.

The Editors of this Letter, whofe Bufinefs it was to know whether
this Account was authentick, gave an entire Credit to it as being au-
thentick, not only as they affured the Publick in a general Way, and
with refpect to all their Pieces that they fhould publifh, that they would
only exhibit fuch as were of unqueftionable Authority, but by their an-
nexing an Advertifement to the Letter, have given us a particular Af-
furance of the Account being authentick ; and we have juft Reafon to
conclude they could have given us that further Satisfaction we now de-
fire ; but what they have done was thought by them f{ufficient, as they
had no Idea of the Importance of the Subject. They comprehended not
further of this Account, Than that it contained many curious and unknown
Difcoveries 5 and they bumbly prefumed, being Strangers to any further
Merit that it had, #bat & would not, on that Account, be unacceptable to

4 the
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the Publick. Had this Letter been publifhed at a Time a North-weft
Paffage was under Confideration of the Publick, there might be fome
Sufpicion that the Editors had fome further Defign. But as to a North-
weft Paffage after the Voyage of Captain Fames, and after the Difcovery
was entrufted to a Company, and no Succefs confequent, it was gene-
rally received, many Years before this Letter was publifthed, that to
find fuch a Paffage was a Thing impracticable. The Opinion of there
being fuch a Paffage was treated as a Chimera: And the Affair of a
North-weft Paffage lay in a State of Silence and Oblivion near thirty
Years after the Publication was made. We may obferve, that there is
no Art in the Compofition of this Advertifement; it was inferted by
Men of Honour and Veracity, who had no other Intention in publifh-
ing thefe Memoirs than the Advancement of Science; who, from their
general Knowledge, could not be impofed on, and cannot, from their
known Charaéters, be fuppofed to have a Defign to impofe on others.
And what further or other Evidence than that which they have given
could be expected from the Editors, unlefs they had been acquainted
with the Importance which the Letter now appears to be of ? It was all
that was at that Time neceffary, as they did not expect that there would
be any invidious Imputation of Forgery, for then they would have vin-
dicated it from all Sufpicion in a more particular Manner than they have
done. 'They thought it a fafficient Proof of its Authenticity their re-
celving it into their Colle@ion. As to that mean Refletion that this
Account is a For
¢ on what a2 Foundation fuch a Suppofition muft be grounded,
which is, That fome Englifbman compofed this Account, tranflate
Spanifh, though there were but few and very indifferent Linguifts at that
Time in England, to be again tranflated by the Editors, the better to
impofe on them and the Publick. The Publick is a Name which com-
ends many Perfons of Curiofity and Sagacity, for whom chicfly thefe

ry of fome Englifbran, it is thoroughly obviated if

e
o

we confide
d 1t into

preh
Memoirs were publifhed ; and by thefe Perfons, as well as by all others,

the Account was received at that Time as genuine, without the leaft

Sufpicion of there being any Fraud or Impofture.

The principal Obje& or Defign of the Publication was, that the Ac-

count contained 2 Difcovery made of thofe Parts, as to the Knowledg

which the Geographers were at that Time very deficient ; and the Editers
E 2 being
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being fatisfied as to the Authenticity, all they thought neceffary was to
give a Tranflation of the Letter. And, from their Avocations to their
own private Affairs, did not confider it in fo minute a Manner as it re-
quired, asis plain frem their Apology made as to the Stile of the Let-
ter, not being altogether [o polite, being wrote like a Man whofe Livelibood
depended on another Way, and with an Abundance of Experience. Whereas
the Politenefs of Stile would have been an abfolute Objetion as to the
Authenticity of the Account. That as it was a Letter wrote by Ad-
miral de Fonte to lay before the Court of Spain, what had paffed in the
Courfe of the Voyage, though de Fonte might exprefs himfelf in pro-
per and well chofen Terms, yet he was to ufe a Stile that was natural
and fimple. On the feveral Lights in which the Editors have been con-
fidered, as to the Part which they undertook, it muft appear that they
are unjuftly reproached with Want of Integrity; they acted confiftently,
having no Occafion to fay more with refpect to this Account than they
have done. Their Neglect was not from Want of Penetration or Defign.
Their genuine Characters were fuch as they could not fuppofe it would
be ever fufpected, that they could have any Inducement to impofe a
fpurious Account on the Publick.

Thofe who cenfure this Account of de Fonte as a Cheat and a Forgery
impofed by fome one on the World, have produced no Evidence from
Falts, or urged any Thing to thew the Improbability of this Account;
as to the Argument they {o ftrongly infift on that the Original was never
produced, it is highly improbable that the Original ever thould be pro-
duced in thefe Parts; and there is a Uniformity in the Circumftance
that a Copy only came to the Hands of the Editors, which turns the
Argument againft the Objectors. The Sufpicion of there being any
Deceit or Forgery, hath arofe from there having been different Syftems
advanced by Geographers refpecting thefe Parts: Thofe in whofe Syftem
this Account is not adopted have been the Occafion of fuch Sufpicions
being raifed, and have given fome Countenance to fuch their Sufpicions
from the imperfeét Manner in which this Account hath been exhibited ;
though that is not to be attributed to the Account in its genuine Drefs,
but as broken and disfigured by the Tranflator and Printer. The Gloffes
and Comments added by the Perfon who took the Copy, and thofe added
by the Tranflator in Explanation of the Text, are inferted in the fame

Charaéter,
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Charatter, and without any Diftin&tion from the Text, and thofe by the
Tranflator ignorantly introduced. Marginal Notes are inferted as Part
of the Narration ; Courfes are omitted ; others miffaken from the Tran-
flator’s Inattention to the Spanifb Compafs ; Dates mifplaced by the Prin-
ter : The Tranflator alfo deviates from the Mode of Expreflien, and
renders, in an inaccurate, confufed and obfcure Manner, a very mate-
rial Part in this Account. Many of thefe Faults we may attribute to
Precipitation, from the Tranflator wanting due Time to ftudy the Let-
ter, occafioned by a Perfecution of the Printer, who prefled him to
finith that the Printer might compleat his monthly Number, and, from
the fame Neceffity, the immediate Publication, it may be that the Faults
of the Prefs are fo many. Such numerous Defééts make it evident that
this Account could never have been originally conftrutted in this Man-
ner; and it is on thefe Defets only that they rely, or from which their
principal Arguments are drawn to invalidate the Authenticity of this
Account. They might have perceived that a Relation, fo mutilated
and impaired, muft have had a more uniform or regular Shape at one
Time or other: And the Editors, in their Index, when the Year’s Num-
bers were compleated, ftile it an original and very entertaining Letter of
Admiral de Fonte, by which they mean for the Curious; and by ftiling
it an Original, they are not only to be underftood that it was never be-
fore publifhed, but alfo that it was wrote by de Fonte ; which implies
that they had a Spanifb Account, and of which, as being confiftent with
their Purpofe, they gave only a Tranflation : Alfo the Impreflion of the
firlt Part, being fo uncorreét and full of Faults, the fecond Part more
corre, and the Mode of Expreflion refumed, thews that the firft Com-
pofition is not their own, but that it is a Tranflation which the Editors
have given us. The Defelts and Imperfeftions of which being pointed

out, we fhall comprehend what little Reafon there is to difpute the Au-
thenticity of this Account, from the Disfigurements which have pre-
vented our feeing it in its proper Shape, and for fufpecting thofe Perfons
to be Authors of the Fiftion who meant well ; but their Fault confifted
in their Inattention to the Tranflator, who did not therefore give a {uc-
cefsful Conclufion to their good Defign, as by rendering the Account
obfcure and unintelligible, he afforded Matter for Cavil and Difpute as
to this Account of the Voyage, whether credible or not, and which a
juft Tranflation would have confirmed to be true.

As
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As to the Name Bartholomew de Fonte, we may obferve that when the
Tranflator can render the Names in the Spanifb by Englifb Names which
are anfwerable thereto, he doth not infert the Spanifb Names, but the
Englifp. Thus, as to the Ships, he calls one the King Philip ; but when
they cannot be rendered by a refembling Denomination in the Englifh,
and the Name hath its Original from the Latin, he paffes by the new
Name, or as it is wrote in the Spanifb, and gives us the antient Name,
or according to the Latin §z. Spiritus, St. Lucia, Rofaria, for de Efpiritu
Santo, Santa Lucia, del Rofaria. Hath rendered Bartholomew de Fonte,

bilip de Ronguille both in Englifh and Latin. From which Manage-
ment of the Tranflator, in giving the Name according to the Latin and
not giving it as it hath been transformed or changed agreeable to the
Spanifh Orthography, there is juft Reafon to conclude the Name which
is here rendered Fonte, was Fuente or Fuentes in the Original. But if it
was wrote Fonte, it was in the provincial Dialect, different from the
Manner of writing the good Writers introduced, which did not immedi-
ately prevail in all Parts alike, but was gradually received. For Inftance,
they wrote Fuenterabia in Caftile, when the Bifcayners continued to write
Fonterabia ; and it is as often fpelt the one Way as the other in our
Books and Maps.

Fuente and Fuentes are not of one Termination. Fonte or Fuente, in
the Titles of the Marquis Aguila de Fuente, fo in de Fuente de Almexi, is
of the fingular Number, or the Title is taken from the Water of 4/mexi.
But Fuentes, in the Titles of the Marguis de Fuentes, and in Conde Fuentes
de Valde Pero, or of Don Pedra Enriques Conde de Fyentes, exprefies a plu-
ral Number, which the Tranflator, through his Indifference as to the
Subjet which he was employed to tranflate, might not obferve.

Don Pedro Enriques Conde de Fuentes was raifed to the Honour of being

a Grandee by Philip the Third, in the Year 1615, in refpect to his great
Services in the Wars ; was defcended from a Branch of that illuftrious
Family the Enriques. Nine of which Family were fucceffively Admirals
of Caftile; and the ninth, Don Foan Alonfo Enriques, was in. that high
Poft at the Time of this Expedition. There were Intermarriages be-
tween the Families of Enrigues and Falafeo; and Don Pedro was fuc-
ceeded in his Eftate and Title by Don Luis de Haro, of the principal
Houfe
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Houfe of Valafco, and Son-in-Law to Don Olivarez. Thefe Circum-
ftances confidered, we have a further Reafon to fufpect that the Name

de Fonte is not duly rendered by the Tranflator, as there is a Confiftency
in a Relation of the Conde de Fuentes being advanced to be Admiral of
New Spain and Peru, which coincides with what is reported from New
Spain, of the Name being Fuentes of the Perfon who was Prefident of Chili.
It was alfo apparent that de Fonte was a Man of Family, from thofe who
took the refpective Commands under him. Penneloffa, of whom more
particular mention is made in the Letter : Philip de Ronguillo, feemingly
allied to Fobn de Ronguillo, who did confiderable Service in the Year
1617, and was Governor of the Philippine Iflands. There was alfo Roi-
guillo a Judge, fent to reduce the Infurgents at the City of Segovia, in
the Time of the Civil Wars in Spain. Pedro de Bonarde, who is after-
wards called Captain Barnarda: Of him we muft have the leaft to fay;
and we could not expect to be any Way fuccefsful in our Inquiries from
this Inaccuracy. He feems not to have had fo diftinguithed an Alliance
as the others, and employed on this Expedition on the Account of his
Abilities, being allotted to a Service not like that of Pennelsffa, or Ron-
quills, difagreeable in refpect to the Climate, fatiguing and hazardous.
That he was a Gentleman by his Defcent, is evident from his being
named de Bonarde.

The Spanifb Fleet was but in a mean Condition at the Conclufion of
the Miniftry of the Duke of Lerma; but when an Expedition was fet
out to recover St. Salvador in the Year 1626, was much improved ; the
Portuguefe had twenty-fix Sail, but the Spanifb Fleet were now numerous.
It doth not appear that the Fleets from Lifbon, when Portugal was un-
der the Crown of Spain, were fent otherwhere than to the Eaft Indies,
Brazil, and the Perlieus; and thofe from O/d Spain, that failed from
Cadiz, went to New Spain, and the Iflands under that Dominion. In
the Year 1596, when Sir Francis Drake took Cadiz, he burnt the Fleet
that was lying there bound for Mexico; and Mr. Gage, in the Year
1625, failed with a Fleet of fixteen Sail, all for Mexico, and to the
Weft Indies feventeen Sail, befides eight Galleons for a Convoy, all
under two Spanifh Admirals.
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The Inconfiftency that de Fonte, a Portugueze, thould be in fuch a
Poft as Admiral of New Spain, a great Objeétion to the Authenticity of
- this Account, is removed by the Obfervations that have been made as
to the Name de Fonte, by which it appears that he was not a Portugueze,
and their having Sea Commanders, Spaniards by Birth, with whom they
could fupply the principal Pofts in the Marine, without being under the
Neceflity of applying to Portugal for Perfons qualified to fll thofe
Stations.

As to de Fonte being afterwards Prefident of Chili, it is meant of the
"Audience of Chili, fubordinate to the Vicerqy of Peru.




RoVoEbe sVl AR - K @58

ON

The LETTER of Admiral DE FONT E.

HE Viceroys of New Spain and Peru, having Advice from the

Court of Spain, and not from ke Court and the Council of Spain ;
which latter is the ‘common Form of Exprefiion ufed in any Matter
which had been under the Confideration of the Supreme Council of the
Indies, implies that fuch Advice muft have proceeded from the Secret
Council, or from the King through his Minifter, that the Defign of
the Equipment of the four Ships, and the Attempt of the Induftrious

Navigators from Boffon might remain a Secret.

The Appellation of Induftrious Navigators was conformable to the
Characers of Gibbous and Shapley. Sir Thomas Button, in the Extract
which there is from his Journal, gives Gibbons a great Eulogium as to
his being an able Navigator; and this was the Character of Skapley

amongft his Cotemporaries.

The Court of Spain knew that this Attempt to dilcover a Paffage
between the Atlantick and the Weftern Ocean, was intended by the North-
ward and Weftward ; and though they allude to all the Attempts to
make fuch Difcovery which had been at any Time made, by mention-
ing the feveral Reigns in which any fuch Attempts were made, yet they
hint more particularly, that they expect this Attempt will be by Hudfon’s
Bay, as they mention exprefly in their Advice the two Voyages of Hud-
Jon and Faimes. For what is here faid, That the [everal Attempts, &c. is
2 Recital from the Advice fent by the Court to the Viceroys, or from

the Orders that de Fonte received.
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This Expedition from Boffor particularly commanded the Attention"
of the Court of Spain, as Captain Fames had not abfolutely denied there
was a North-weft Paffage ; and Fox, though not mentioned here, had
publifhed an Account in 1635, by which he had pofitively declared
that there was a North-weft Paffage ; and Sir Thomas Buiton, who kept
his Journal a Secret, was very confident of a Paffage, and is faid to
have fatisfied King Fames the Firft. The Death of his Patron Prince
Henry prevented his being fitted out again.  Gibbens, his Intimate, had
made the Voyage with him : Afterwards had made a fecond Attempt by
himfelf, but loft his Seafon by being detained in the Ice.. And now,
though a married Man, had a Family, a Perfon in Truft and Power
where he refided, engages in a third Attempt from Bofor..

The fecond, third, and fourth Year of the Reign of King Charles refers
folely to the Voyage of Captain Fames; to the Time. he was engaging
Friends to fit him out; and the Time when fuch Voyage was concluded on. -
As the Englifb ufed the Fulian, and the Spaniards. the Gregoriar Account,
thefe Tranfa&ions which refer to Captain Fames’s Expedition, could not
be made to coalefce as to the Time, from the Difference there was be-
tween thefe two Computations,-in any other Manner than by putting
the Year of the King of England’s Reigni. As King Charles began his
Reign the 27th of March 1625, two Days after the Commencement
of the Year, according to the Fu/ian Account, and the fecond Year of
his Reign would not begin until the 27th of March 1626, two Days
alfo after that Year commenced, but according to the Gregorian Ac-
count, the Year 1626 began in Fanuary; from the 1t of. Fanuary to
the 27th of March, the Year 1626, according to. the Gregorian Account;,
would correfpond with the firft Year of the Reign of King €barles. As
to this Expedition from Bofton, it is mentioned to be in the Year 1639,
and in the fourteenth Year of the Reign of King Charlés; but the Year-
1639, according to the Fulion Account, is the fifteenth Year of that
King’s Reign; but according to the Gregorian Account, the Year 1639
correfponds from Fanuary to March with the fourteenth Year of that
King’s Reign. -

The Times mentioned in this Letter do notrefer to the Times when
the Voyages were actually fet out on, but when undertaken or refolved-
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on, as it is expreffed in the Letter, wndertaken by foine induftrious Na-
vigators from Bofton. Captain Fames did not fail until the Year one
Thoufand fix Hundred and Thirty-one, not getting the King’s Protec-
tion early enough in one Thoufand fix Hundred and Thirty, to proceed
that Year, or in the fourth Year of the King’s Reign. That is, he did
not get it early enough in Spring to be ready by the latter End of
March, as he muft have been to proceed that Year; fo the fourth Year
of the King well agrees with this Proceeding. And de Fonze did not fail
until one Thoufand fix Hundred and Forty, which was a Year after the
Court of Spain had received Intelligence of fuch Undertaking from Bsfion.
Which they would ufe the firft Opportunity to tranfimit to New Spain ; de
Fonte therefore had at leaft fix Months for the Equipment of the four
Ships to go on this Expedition ; a Time fufficient, in fo fine a Climate,
and every Thing that was neceflary to be done was enforced by Orders of
the Crown. Had this Equipment been executed in a much finaller Space
of Time, there would have been nothing fo admirable in it: There-
fore the Objection, as to the Impoffibility that Ships thould be fitted be-
tween the Time the Court received this Information, and their {ailing,
drops to the Ground.

It is not any way ftrange that this Defign, as it appears to have been,
was made known to the Court of Spain the Year before that it was fet
out on; as that Court entertained a continual Jealoufy of thefe Under-
takings, as is apparent from their fending Veffels to intercept Dawis ;
their having Informations as to Captain Fames’s Voyage alfo, and the
Confequences of it, as may be colletted from this Letter.

Major General Gibbons, if he had not the King’s Protection, yet he
had Friends at the Court of England who made Application for him to
be Captain of the Fort at Bgflor, and one of the Council, the latter End
of the Year one Thoufand fix Hundred and Thirty-eight, or in the Begin-
ning of the Year one Thoufand fix Hundred and Thirty-nine. That the
moft fecret Affairs of the Court were at that Time betrayed, I believe
will be admitted, and the Secret of his defigned Attempt might be known,
by his applying for Leave of Abfence from his Poft during the Time that
he fhould be engaged in this Undertaking. Or the Perfons with whom he
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correfponded in England might be apprized of his intended Voyage, as
he could not, at that Time of Day, be fupplied with every Thing that
was neceffary thereto in America s and as he intended to trade, he would
be for procuring his Goods from England: By fome of thefe Means pro-
bably his Defigh perfpired, and was fecretly and unexpectedly, tranfmit-
ted to the Court of Spair.

There are feveral Reafons to be afligned why both Viceroys {hould

P

be informed, not only the Viceroy of Peru, in whofe Diftriét the Ships
were to be fitted, but the Viceroy of New Sparn alfo. That if a Paflage
was made by any other Way than where the Ships were to be ftationed
to intercept the Byffor Men, or they accidentaliy pafled fuch Ships, the
Viceroys might order a Look-out alfo to be kepe. “And fuch a Provifion
being made, it would be fcarce pofiible, if a Pafiage was obtained,, that the
Bofion People fhould get clear out of thofe Seas, and not fall into the
Hands of the Spaniards. Another Reafon is, that {fuch Particulars as de
Fonte was to put in for on the Coaft of Mexico might be ready, that de
Fonte might not meet with the leaft Delay, as fuch Delay might occafion

the Difappointment of his Defign.

The Letter proceeds, ¢ Upon which, I Admiral de Fonte, received
¢« Orders from Spain and the Viceroys to equip four Ships of Force.”
Thefe Words, upon which, ¥ underftand not to allude to the Advice
given the Viceroys, but refer to the Attempt intended from Boffon, and
as to which he had received his Orders from Spain. But from the Vice-
roys he received Orders only as to the Equipment of the four Ships, as
Orders of that Nature would regularly proceed from them. If it was
otherwife, and he had alfo received his Orders from them, containing
Inftrudtions as to the Conduck of his Voyage, he would have made his
Report to the Viceroys as to the Manner in which he had conduéted his
Voyage, and they would have reported it to the Court.

De Fonte mentioning the Viceroys fo fimply and plainly, without any
refpectful or ditinguifhing Additions, is: an Inftance that this Letter was

wrote to the Court of Spain, it not being proper, in a Letter {o gd-

drefled, to mention the Viceroys in any other Manner ; and as it 1s alfo
evident from the Expreflion, [ Admiral de Fonte, that he did not write
this
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this Letter in his private Capacity, but as an Admiral, therefore this
Letter could not be otherwhere addrefled than to fuch Court, to trani-
mit an Account how he had executed thefe Orders, which he had
received immediately from Spain.

De Fonte mentioning that the Advice which the Viceroys received was
from the Court of Spain, and that the Orders he received were from Spaii,
carries a Diftinétion with it as though the Advice and the Orders were
not tranfmitted from the fame Perfons. Thole who tranimitcted the Ad-
vice to the Viceroys were not feemingly in the Secret, as to the parti-
cular Orders or Inftrutions which were fent to de Fonte, as to the Man-
ner in which he was to condu@ his Voyage. It was the Province of the
Admiral of Caftile, who was ftiled Captain General of the Sea, who was
fubject to no Controul but the King’s, to iffue all Orders relative to
maritime Affairs, and therefore de Fonte’s Orders might come from him.
Or otherwife thefe Orders were immediately tranfmitted by the Conde de
Olivarez, who was on ill Terms with the Admiral, and regarded no
Forms, under the Sanction of the Favour he had with the King, whom
he influenced to authorize all his Meafures. It is alfo confiftent with the
Condué of Don Olivarez that this Affair fhould be managed in this
Manner, who was always myfterious, confided in his own Judgment,
fingular in his Manners, and therefore was called a Lover of Projetts,
and fuppofed a meer Vifionary in fome of them. He did not want for
Perfons of the greateft Abilities to affift him, and the Accuracy with which
the Orders are compofed that were fent to de Fonte, (as may be colletted
from the Manner in which the Voyage is conducted, and in which it
cannot be fuppofed de Fonte was left to his Difcretion) is an Inftance
there had been no Want of the Afliftance of able, fagacious and expe-
rienced Perfons in the compofing of fuch Orders and Inftruétions.

The Defign of this introductory Part is to fhew the Proceedings in this
Afair previous to his Voyage ; that the Advice was received, and the
Orders fubfequent were obeyed 5 and it is drawn with peculiar Care and
a4 Concifenefs which would be ‘cenfured in a Voyage Writer, but is ufed
with the greateft Propricty on this Occafion.

The Names of the Ships are agreeable to the Manner that the Sps-
niards name theirs; and by Ships of Force is not meant either their
Caracks or Galcons, but Cotintry Ships, which the Equipment feems to
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with his Inftru@ions.  The Expreffion, we fook it in for Medicine, hath
fomething particular in it, feems to be a Note or Memorandum added
by fome Perfon who made the Voyage, to inftruét a Friend for whom
he made, or to whom he gave, a Copy of this Letter.

The one Degree feven Minutes of Latitude is mifplaced, Cape St
Francifto being by no Geographers or Voyage Writérs placed in that
Latitude ; the one Degree feven Minutes is the Latitude of the River
St. Fago, and which Prieto lays down in one Degree eight Minutes.

As to the Courfes and Diftances eighty Leagues N. N. W. and twenty-
five Leagues E. and by S. which were placed in the Margin in the firft
Edition, but are fince crept into the Text. N.N.W. is a Courfe en-
tirely contrary, and inftead of one there is two Courfes, North and
North Eaft, and which two Courfes are confiftent with the E. and by S:
Courfe twenty-five Leagues, as that Courfe will thén terminate in the
1 atitude and Longitude of the River Fago. This Error of North Welt
for North Eaft may be accounted for by remarking, that in the Spani/b
Compafs North Eaft and North Weft are rendered Nord Efte and Nord
Ogfte: The Omiffion of the O in ¢ffe is a Fault which may be commit-
ted even by a careful Tranfcriber, or may be 2 Miftake in the Tranfla-
tor, for Want of due Attention to the Compals.

In the Paffage from St. Helena he would keep the Coaft aboard, for
the Benefit of a fair and freth Wind, and which he would have without
any Interruption from the Land Breezes, and by ftanding N.W. to
clear the Iflands of Solango and Paita, and then ftand North Eafterly
would form a North Courfe of one Hundred and Thirty-two Miles, "or
forty-four Leagues, and then be off Cape Paffao, in N. Lat. 8. Long.
82° 59’ W. and well in with fuch Cape, as it is evident he was from
the Expreflion in the Letter by the Cape del Paffao with a North Eaft
Courfe, thirty-fix Leagues, they would be in Lat. 1° 23" North, Long.
§2° 50, and fo have pafled Cape Francifco, N. Lat. 50, Long. 82° 55/,
and with an Eaft and by South Courfe twenty-five Leagues, would be in
the Lat. 1° §', Long. 81° 36, the Latitude and Longitude of the River
St. Faro.

There
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~ There was not fuch a Provifion Country, it appeats from later Ac-
counts, on any Part of the Coaft between this and Lima; nor could the
Ships be any where brought up with greater Safety: St. Helena is de-
fcribed as a poor and barren Part of the Country.

The Health of his People, liable to fcorbutick Diforders in the nor-
thern Climates whither he was going, was an Obje& that muft be at-
tended to, in order that the Voyage fhould meet with the defired Suc-
cefs. Therefore after the Betumen, he recruits what he had confumed of
his frefh Provifion in his run from Lima, and lays in a great additional
Store, as is apparent if we confider that their Confumption in this re-
fpect is not proportionable to ours, from their Mode of drefling it.
we may judge from® having fo great a Quantity of Fowl ready,
Goats and Hogs, the People had received Orders to be thus provided
againft the Ships Arrival; the Sailors would be a great Affiftance

v
I

in curing the Provifions, the Fleth as well as the Fith, and would do
it in the moft fuitable Manner for the Sea Service; a Number of
Hands, gave an Expedition fo as the Provifions would not be fioiled
by the Heat of the Sun; and his Victualling detained de Fonte four
Dayr.

Six Miles and a balf, or the Left Hand the River is navigable for
Veflels, and all that follows feems by Way of Comment, ‘and to be a
fpurious Interpolation, as alfo, whick are there wild and in plens;

¢ The 16th of April we failed from the River of §t. #4z0 to the Port
* and Town Raleo, 320 Leagues W.N. W, a little wefterly, in about
¢ 11 Decrees 14 Min. of N. Latitude, leaving Mount §¢. Miguel, &c.’

The Point of Zeaxos, or the Sandy Strand, in Lat. 11° 58, Long
93° 31°, which covers the Port of Raleo (or Realgjo) is three Hundred
and twenty Leagues from the River St Fago; but the Courfe N, 44"
30" W. or N. W. almoft a Quarter Weit, and ) /1

Weflerly, the W. N.W. feems to mean, he fleered firlt Welt {

by the Exprefiion

i
i
T

River 8t. Fago, until he made the high Land, and then Norch-weft,
a little Wefterly.

G Between
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Between Mount Miguel and Point Cazarnina (vightly Carevina) is the
Entrance in the Bay of #mapalle, which is to the Northward of the
Port of Realejo; therefore the leaving Mount §t. Migwel on the Lat-
board, €¢. being an abfolute Contradiction to de Fonte entering the Port
of Realejo, is an Interpolation and not inferted by the Perfon who wrote

the Letter, but a Comment very injudicioufly added by Way of Expla-
nation. From this Circumftance the Truth of my Aflertion appeats,
as to there being Gloffes and Comments added to the original Text,
and that T had good Reafon to believe feveral Places in the preceding
Part of this Account to be Interpolations added by Way of Comment.

The great Ships that are built in New Spain are built in Raleo is dif-
pofed in the Margin in the firft Edition ; but in all the fubfequent Edi-
tions hath crept into the Text. We may fuppofe the W. N. W. Courfe
hath crept into the Text in the firft Edition to make room for this
Comment, as may be judged from the Courfe between St. Helena and
St. Fago being placed in the Margin: And there is an apparent Rea-
fon for the Courfe and Diftances being fo placed, for when inferted in
the Text, they interrupt the Attention; and as the Courfes and Di-
ftances were all that was neceflary to be mentioned, the Latitudes have
been fince added by fome injudicious Perfon.—The Latitude of Paffao,
of Cape St: Francifto, is not mentioned, and the Latitude of Raleo is
wrong, which the Courfe and Diftance fhews, and its Latitude is in
moft Maps agreeable to the Courfe and Diftance here given. The Run,
allowing de Fonte eight Days, would be but one hundred Miles in
twenty-four Hours, which is very moderate going. Nor can there be
any Objection, as to the Truth of this Account, from the Time that de
Fonte is failing between the Czllao of Lima to St. Helena, from St. He-
lena to St. Fago.

All that belongs to the original Letter I take to be this, The 16th of
April we failed from the River §¢. 7ago to the Port and Town of Raleo ;
here we bought (which probably might as well be rendered procured)
four long well-failed Shallops, built exprefs for failing, riding at An-
chor, &9¢. The 320 Leagues W. N. W, a little Wefterly, I fuppofe to
have been placed in the Margin,

It
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It cannot be fuppofed that Boats fo fitted, and four of them, could
be procured in fo fmall a Time as de Fonte ftaid here, it implies they
were previoufly provided before that he arrived, to be ready at the Ar-
rival of the Ships.

¢ The 26h we failed from Raleo for the Port of Saragua, or rather of
¢ Salagua, within the Iflands and Shoals of Chamily, 480 Leagues
¢ N.W. and by Weft, a little Wefterly from Raleo. From the '1:)\?‘!!
< of Saragua, a little Eaft of Cbamily at Saragua, and from Compuftilo in
¢ the Neighbourhood of this Port, we took in a Mafter and fix Mari-
¢ ners accuftomed to trade with the Natives for Pearl the Natives
¢ catched on a Bank in 19 Degrees of Latitude North from the Baxos
¢ of §t.Fuan in 24 Degrees of North Latitude, 20 Leagues N.N. L.
* from Cape Saint Lucas, the South-eaft Point of California.’

The Point of Yeaxos is laid down in Lat. 11 Deg. 58 Min. Long.
n3 Deg. 31 Min. and with a Courfe North-weft and by Weft, a little
Welterly, Diftance four Hundred and eighty Leagues, de Fonte would be
at the Iflands of Chiametlas, in Lat. 22 Deg. 10 Min. Long. 114 Deg.
29 Min.

The Port of Saragua, or rather of Salagua (which is properly Zuela-
gua) is thus defcribed. ¢ The Mount of Sant Fago is in the Port of
¢ Zuelagna. There are two very good Harbours which have good an-
¢ choring Ground, and will hold a great many Ships, by reafon they are
¢ great and are called the Calletas.  On the North-weft Side of the faid
¢ Bay is another very good Port, which is called likewife the Port of
« Zuelagua. You will find in it 2 River of frefh Water, and feveral Plan-
¢ tations. At the Sea Side is a Pathway that leads to the Town of Zue-
< Jagua, being four and a half Miles from the Port within Land. Be-
¢ tween the Port of Zuelagua and the white Ferrelon (or Rock) is avery
¢ good Port; in which you are Land-locked from all Winds.’

From this Defeription it is eafy to comprehend what is de Fonte's
Meaning as to the Port of Zuelagua, where he took in his Mafter and
Mariners on the North-weft Side of the Bay, and which he exprelies
by, at Seragua a little Eaft of Chamily; and which Mafter and Mari-
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ners were not promifcuouily taken, but were chofen Men, as they were
taleen both from Zuelagua and Compofiile, in the Neighbourhood of the
feems originally the City which was called Xa//co; but

wealthy Situation, Compofiile was builc more within Land 4

er continuing to be a Port, fome Inhabitants remained

[he Iflands and Shoals of Chiametla, which the Tranflation renders
Chamily, which is a Name given to Iflands South of Cape Corientes.
But the Diftintion is the Iflands to Northward of Cape Corientes are
called Chiametla, thofe to Southward Chametla and Camilli. Prieto agrees
with de Fonte's firft mentioning the Iflands of Chiametlas in Lat. 22. 10.
Long. 114. 29. and then E/ mal Pays y mal outradu.

This Mafter and Mariners were accuftomed to trade with the Natives
for Pear], which the Natives catched on a Bank in nineteen Degrees of
Latitude, being North from the Baxos of St. Juan, or the Bank of Sz.
Fobn, which is in twenty-four Degrees of North Latitude, and twenty
Leagues North North-eaft from Cape Saint Lucas, the South-eaft Point
of California; and this Account de Fonte had either from themfelves,
or the Characer that was fent with them, to fhew the moft proper Per-

fons had been provided to anfwer the Purpofe for which they were pro-
cured. And all that belongs to the Text is, which the Natives catched
on a Bank North from the Baxos St. Juan, twenty Leagues N.N. E.
from Cape §¢. Lucas.

¢ The Mafter Admiral de Founte had hired, with his Veffel and Mari-
ners, who had informed the Admiral that, 200 Leagues North ‘from
Cape St. Lucas, a Flood from the North met the South Flood, and
that he was fure it muft be an Ifland, and Don Dicgo Penneloffa un-
dertook to difcover whether it was an Ifland or not, with his Ship and
the four Shallops they bought at Releo, and the Mafter and Mariners

they hired at Zuelagua?
" o

the Thread of the Letter is broke, and the Tranflator proceeds
as with a common Narrative of a Voyage. The Mafter might be eafily
deceived as to the Tide, as Time hath fhewn in many Inftances as to
other Perfons having been deceived in like Manner in other Parts.

That
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That we have no Account of what was the Event of this Expedition:
Penneloffa, who had undertaken the Charge, being no more to join de Funte,
as it was unneceflary and to no I’u:poh, Pennelofla would return firft and
fend his Account to Court. D¢ Fonte could in this Cafe do no further
than fhew he had fent him on 1Iv< Service, it muft be fuppofed, agree-
able to his Inftrutions. Which, from the Boats brought from Reale
(and muft be of a particular Conftructure, the like of which were not
to be any where elf¢ on the Coaft) and the Mafter and Mariners hired
here, it is evident, was before propofed, that Penneloffa thould go on this
Part of the Expedition, not on the Mafler’s declaring that there was a
Tide from the Northward, and fo California an IMland. This was only
mentioned by dz Fonze, to fhew what Intelligence he had got in this
A ffair,

The Account given of Peunelsffa could be evidently no Part of the
Letter. What is faid as to his Defcent, his being 2 Nobleman, his Ad-
drefs to Cofmography, and the Undertaking of this Difcovery, muft
evidence as already faid, whoever inferted the Account was fatisfied as
to their being fuch a Perfon fo accomplifhed, and who afpired to under-
take this Part of the Expedition. A Difcovery of thefe Parts would
carry, at this Time particularly, great Reputation and Honour with it,

and by this Opportunity to intercept Perfons on a Defign fo prejudicial
to the Interefts of the Court of Spain in thofe Parts, as it was then
thought, had Pennelsffa fucceeded ; he would have had no fmall Share:
of Merit; or if he did not fucceed, the Merit of the Attempt would be
accounted of, and not unjuftly, it would be a Means of his Promotion
through the Connections he had, as they would urge he did not purfue
thofe Sciences for Speculation only, but to ca rry them into Pra&ice for
the Service of his Country. And according to the Regulations Don OJ:-.
wvarez had made, there was no Preferment but what was in confequence

of Service.

Sifter’s Son of Don Lewis de Haro, and a young:Nobleman, e xpreflts
as of the Time prefent, when the Copy was taken from which we haxs
the Publication; and Don Haro, Prime Minifter of Spain, was a C;l(;f:

added by another Hand. Neither is Don Luis de Haro the Perfon here
meant, for he does not feem to have been of an Age to have had a
Sifter who could be Mother to Don Ronguillo ; but Den Lopez de Haro
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s the Perfon meant, Marquis de Carpio, the Father of Don Luis, who
was at -that Time Gentleman of the Chamber to the King, and aften
wards Prime Minifter, and muft be underftood the Son of his Wife’s
Sifter, who was a Daughter of Olivarez, married to the Marquis de Val-
deriabano.

¢« But Admiral de Fonte, with the other three Ships, failed from them

. within the Iflands of Chamilly the 1oth May 1640, and having the
Length of Cape Abel on the W.S. W. Side of California, in 26 De-
grees of N. Lattude, 160 Leagues N. W, and W. from the Ifles
Cbm,m’{) ; the Wind fprung up at S.S. E. a fteady Gale, that from
the 26b of May to the 14k of Fune he had failed to the River Los
Reys, in 53 Degrees of North Latitude, not having Occafion to lower
a Topfail, in failing 866 Leagues N. N.W. 410 Leagues from Port

* Abel to Cape Blanco, 456 Leagues to Riolos Reyes, all the Time moft
pleafant Weather, and failed about 260 Leagues in crooked Channels,
amongft Iflands named the Archipelagus de St. Lazarus; where his
Ships Boats always failed a Mile a-head, founding to fee what Water,
Rocks, and Sands, there was.’

De Fonte and Penneloffa both put out to Séa together; but as their
Courfes were various, one to the Weftward of California, and the other
to enter the Gulf. They parted within the Shoals of Chiametia the tenth
of May 16403 and de Fonte attaining the Length of Cape Abel in Lati-
tude 26, one Hundred and fixty Leagues North North-weft and Weft
from the Ifles of Chiametla, he then meets with a fair Wind from South
South-eaft. By the Latitude of Cape 4bel, and the Diftance run, it is
apparent that the Iflands Chigmetla mentioned, are the Iflands here
meant.

De Fonte, after running one Hundred and fixty Leagues from the Ifles
of Chiametla, in Lat. 22 Deg. 10 Min. and Long. 114 Deg. 29 Min.
attaining the Length of Cape Abel in Latitude 26, his Courfe could not
be North-weft and Weft, but North-weft by Welt wefterly; or 61° 227
and, inftead of; &y, may be fuppofed an Error of the Prefs.

Dr. Heylin mentions a convenient Haven named 8§t. Abad, who Wrote
near thefe Times: But it is Chbriffabely, or Chrificval, the Name of a
5 Cape
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Cape the Extremity of the Land, which forms a Harbour or Port of the
fame Name Chriftabel.  Prieto mentions no Place on the main Land but
the three Mlands of Ca/ouas, which lie off at Sea, fo more to Weftward
than this Cape. They are in Lat. 26 Deg. Long. 122 Deg. 24 Min
the Longitude of Cape el I make in 122 Deg. 11 Min. and he lays
down the Point of Madelena in 26 Deg. 30 Min. and the Long. 123
Deg. 24 Min. which feems to be the northermoft Land of fuch Har
bour. By de Fonte mentioning the Latitude of this Cape, and not any

other, he may be fuppofed to take from hence a new Departure, as was
ufual with the Spaniards when they came to this Length in thefe Seas,
fo Prieto mentions Las Bajas de los Abraja, Primier Meridiano. Lat. o AN
15. Long. 121 Deg. 54 Min. from Lima.

De Fonte in his Run from Chiametla met with contrary Winds ; but
when the Length of Cape Abe/, he had Wind and Weather rather un-
expeéted in thofe Parts ; and the Spring not being much advanced, he
rather expeéted to have been, at Times, under his Courfes, which is
meant by the Expreflion afterwards ufed, that he never had occafion to
lower a Topfail, and is conformable with its being a fteady Gale, or did
not overblow. As the Run to Los Reys terminated the fourteenth of
June, de Fonte, for the whole eight Hundred and fixty Leagues, failed
after the Rate of forty-five Leagues in twenty-four Hours, which is
confiftent with and agreeable to the Seamens common Experiente,
when favoured with fuch Wind and Weather. Amongft the Iflands
would have the Afliftance of the Floods, and Wind enough to ftem the

Ebbs.

The Computation of the eight Hundred and fixty-fix Leagues is four
Hundred and ten Leagues to Cape Blanguial, to which there is a Courfe
afligned North North-weft; and as to four Hundred and fifty-fix
Leagues to Rio los Reys, no Courfes are added, which we may aflign to
the Courfes being originally in the Margin, when one was introduced into
the Copy the other was neglected. And we have juft Reafon to fufpect
the Carcleflnefs here, as it is firft called Cape Abel, then Port Abel, and
the River Los Reys in 53 Degrees, and afterwards Rio los Reys, as tho’
they were diftin¢t and feparate. With the N. N. W. Courfe Rio /os Reys
could not be in the Latitude de Fonte mentions.

Pori




(48 )

Port Abel, Latitude 26, Long. 122° 11/, and the Callao of Lima, be-
ng laid down Longitude 60 Weft from the firft Meridian of Fero, and
hitherto we have carried on our Computation of Longitude 8o from Paris,
we fhall hereafter compute from Fero and London; and Cape Chriftable
we compute 102° 11” from the Meridian of Fero, or 119° 46 from the
Meridian of London.

The Courfe four Hundred and ten Leagues North North-weft, de
Fonte made Cape Blanguial in Latitude 45, Longitude from London
129° 28, from the Meridian of Fero 111° 53’, t0 Northward and Weit-
ward of the Entrance of Martin Aquilar. Sufficient Obfervaticns have
not been made to determine by the Geographers as to the true Lati-
tudes and Longitudes of thefe Places, and, until they attain more per-
fe&t Informations, muit difagree.

The Courfe from Blanquialis not inferted, but is to be determined by
the Diftance two Hundred and fixty Leagues, ending in Latitude 53 at
Rio los Reys. De Fonte had, during the whole Time between Abel and
Los Reys, the Wind in his Favour. Therefore his Courfe muft have
been to the Northward of the Eaft ; and if he run two Hundred and
fixty Leagues, with a Courfe Eaft 52° North, he would make 2 Deg.
1 Min. Latitude, and 20 Deg. 24 Min. Longitude. To correfpond with
which de Fonte muft, for the one Hundred and ninety-fix Leagues,
made his Courfe North 52 Deg. Welt, which would determine in Lati-
tude 50 Deg. 59 Min. and in Long. 141 Deg. 12 Min. from London, in
123 Deg. 27 Min. Weft from Fero. De Fonte would then be about
thirty Leagues from the Land, agreeable to the Ruffian Difcoveries, tho’
chis Voyage was made fo many Years before that Attempt; a great
Evidence of the Authenticity of this Account. His Conduct alfo in
this Cafe was neceffary, “confiftent with the Charaéter of a good Seaman,
not to make the Coaft dire&, or immediately engage with this Archi-
pelago, to which he was a Stranger, and in Parts unknown, or where he
had no failing Dire@ions but to form fuch Courfe as gradually to fall in
with the Land, and, as the Wind was, if he faw QOccafion, could at any
Time ftand off.

De Fonte by this Courfe, agreeable to the Latitude of the Swefta del

Eftrech D’ Anion, which is laid down by Prieso in Latitude 51, would be
1)
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to the Southern Part of the Entrance into fuch Zrchiselago, had lie been
Northward, as the Wind was, he would have regained it with great

Difficulty and Lofs of Time,

As this Table of Prieto was compofed before the Ruffian Difcoveries,
and this Land, the Suefia del Eftréch D’ Anian, is computed in Longi-
tude 141 Deg. 47 Min. computing Lima at 8o Deg. anfwerable to 238
‘Deg. 13 Min. Eaft Longitude from Fero, it is a little fingular that thefe
Accounts fhould agree fo well, as to the Longitude of this Part of
America; is an Inftance that Prieto did not proceed upon vague Calcula-
tions ; had acquired a more exac Account than could be even fuppofed
in thefe unfrequented Parts, and from his Care and Exa&nefs, as to the
more known Parts, we have no Reafon to doubt but he hath laid down
the Latitude and Longitude of the Suefa del Efirech de Anian, with the
-greateft Certainty that he could attain to.

T fhall not controvert it whether thefe are the proper Streights of
Anian. This Entrance was commonly called amongft the Navigators
into thofe Parts by that Name, as is evident from former Accounts;
and Hornius, from his Maps, which may be feen in Purchafe, lays it
down in the fame Manner. My Intention is anfwered in producing an
Authority from the Spaniards of New Spain, that there is an Entrance
here agreeable to the Account in this Letter; alfo, in all Appearance,
a fuperior Entrance to that of Martin Aguilar, which Prieto doth not
exprefly mention ; neither could he properly; but inferts Cape Efcondido
in Lat. 43, and Cape Blanqguial in Lat. 45, an intermediate Diftance of
one Hundred and twenty Miles. Again mentions the Port of Salogua
in Lat. 46, and then the Port of S4/ads in Lat. 48 ; in which Interfpace
the Entrance of de Fuca is fuppofed to be.

By the Name Archipekigo, de Fonte, who would give the Name with
Propriety, exprefles it to be a Sea; and on his Return fays, he failed
down the River Los Reys to the North-eaft Part of the South Sea ; after
that returned home. Where the Word Part, properly fpeaking, or to ufe
the Word as it really imports, can be no otherwife underftood than as
an Arm or Branch of the South Sea. Had he fteered eight Hundred
and fixty-fix Leagues North North-weft, he muft neceffarily have tra-

H verfed
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vetfed the Courfes of ‘thofe brave Difcoverers Capt. Beering and T [chiri-
kow, ‘which were from Liat. 45 in 4fia, ‘to Lat. 56 and 58 in America,
and who were not interrupted by any fuch Iflands. Capt. Tfehirikow
pofitively fays, the Coaft was without Iflands where he was in Lat. 56 ;
by Capt. Beering’s Account in Lat. 58, the Iflands lay only along the-
Coaft ; .and de Fonte in his Account mentiens, that he failed in crooked
Channels, amongft Iflands. Thefe various Defcriptions fhew that thefe
Accounts relate to various Parts. As de Fonte could not, in the whole
Extent between Afia and America, meet with fuch Hlands, and jyetwas
under-a Neceflity to pafs up crooked .Channels, with mo fmall Hazard,
as the Boats being a-head exprefs, his.Courfe muft have been .to .the
Eaftward of where Captain 7/fchirikezv fell in with the L.and, and for
the Diftance -of the two Hundred and thirty: Leagues -before de Fonte
came to a River, to Los Reyes, swas then pafling up ithe North-¢aft Part
of the South Sea, as he terms it, -and.in fome Part of -which. there.were
Iflands, which he names the Archipelagus of St. Lazarus. There is
a Singularity.of Expreflion in the Letter, where his Boats-always failed
a-head, the Word whbere limits the Iflands -to.a certain Space, and that
they were not extended the whole two.Hundred and thirty: Leagues,

which is confiftentwith the Expedition.he made, as otherwife.the Ships
muft have .often fhortened fail, and.it.could-not be avoided, ;and muit
have frequently brought up at Night.

As de Fonte did neither make the South or North Shoreof this Streight,
the moft comprehenfive Way of exprefiing himfelf was to fay, he paffed
up thefe Iftands, by-which thofe-who had compofed his Inftructions well
knew the Parts he meant. Ir'muft be confidered de Fonte was notas
to this Part-on Difcovery, the Whole would be pointed ‘out to him by
his Inftructions, which being tofall in-with the Iflands, or Entrance in
fuch a Latitude, to mention either the North or South Limit of the En-
trance ‘would ‘be improper ; swhereas the contrary swas:the Cafe as' to
Cape St. Helena, Francifco, Paffao, and Cape dbel, as ‘his'Inftru&tions
were exprefs, as to the making thefe Lands.

As de Fonte made a true Courfe' Eaft 8 1°'North, fubtraét-the Longi-
tude 20 Deg. 24 Min. from the Longitude 141 Deg. 12 Min. from Loz-
den, and from the 123 Deg: 27 Min. from Fere. “The Entrance-to the
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River Las Reys lies in Lat. 53 Deg. Long, 120 Deg. 48 Min
dony and 103 Deg. 3 Min. Weft from Fero. And that his
now Eafterly is plain from the fubfequent Words of the Le teer, as they
failed more Eafterly. 1t was alfo confiftent with the l"l]!f‘OiL they wese
fent on, to meet a Vefiel from Bofton.

. from Lon-

_ourfe was

¢ The 22d of June Admiral de Fonte difpatched one of his C aptains
to Pedro de Barnarda, to fail up a fair River, a gentle ‘-Lrunn, and
¢ deep Water, went firft N. and N. E. N. and N. W. into a large Lake
¢ full of Iflands, and one very large Peninfula full of Inhabitants, a
¢ friendly honeft People in this Lake, he named Lake Zalofes, where
¢ Caprain Barnarda left his Ship; nor all up the River was lefs than
¢ 45 55 6, 75 and 8 Fathom Water, both the Rivers and Lakes abound

¢ ing with Salmon Trouts, and very large white Perch, fome of two
¢ Foot long 5 and with three large Judian Boats, by them called Periagos,
< made of two large Trees 50 or 60 Foot long. Capt. Barnarda firft
¢ failed from his Ships in the Lake Zalsfio, one Hundred and forty
¢ Leagues Weft, and then 436 E. N. E. to 77 Degrees of Latitude.
¢ Admiral de Fonte, after he had difpatched Capt, Barnarde on the Dif-
¢ covery of the North and Eaft Part of the Tartarian Sca.

We may fuppofe, from the Manner in which this Part was managed,
that there was a great Neceffity to get the Tranflation finithed in any
Manner. As the Difficulties of the Tranflation increafed, the Defign of
this Acccount being only Amufement, the Tranflator thought it would
anfwer the Purpofe to give the Account in grofs.

The Date, the 22d Fune, is an apparent Error, by realon de Fonte
did not enter into L.ake Belle, as will be fhewn hereafter, until that
Time.

Admiral de Fonte difpatched one of his Captains to Pedro de Barnarda

to fail up-a fair River, gentle Stream, and deep Water. Then the 'I':'.m-

flation breaks off abruptly, and the Tranflator renders the following
Part as an Account of Bernagrde’s Voyage, not obferving how juft

Conne&ion there is with de Fonte difpatching one of his Captains to Ber-

narda ; and what- follows being the Orders fent by him, and the In-
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ructions for Bernarda s inftead of being Betnarda's Account of his Ex-
pedition, and not obferving how confiftent it is with being a fummary
Recital of thofe Inftruétions thefe Words are which follow, Admiral d¢ -
Fonte, after he had difpatched Captain Bernarda on the Difcovery, &e.

As to his difpatching one of his Captains, he muft be fuppofed to
have befides the Captain of the Ship he was in, alfo one called an Ad-
miral’s Captain. The Inftruétions were of fuch Confequence, that a lefs
Perfon might not be fo properly employed, nor confiftent with the Re-
fpect due to Bernarda.

De Fonte and Bernarda were Strangers here 5 but thefe Parts had been
already difcovered, as it is exprefly faid that fwo Pater Fefuits had been
here two Years, and made Obfervations as far as the Latitude 66,
From their Difcoveries we may conclude, that thefe Inftructions were
formed which Bernarda received, and thofe of the whole Courfe of the
Voyage; and it was neceffary that de Fonte fhould not only mention that
he had difpatched Bernarda, but fhould alfo, with the Brevity due to a
Letter, mention the Orders with which he difpatched him. And fur-
ther from what is expreffed in thofe Orders, as to the River, the Courfe
and Soundings, what Fifh were in the River and Lake, the Road or
Harbour which was to be found in the Lake, the Temper and Difpo-
fition of the Inhabitants, it evidently appears that there had been a prior
Difcovery of thefe Parts, and Obfervations made of every Thing worthy
of Confideration, and neceffary alfo at this Time to be mentioned to
Bernarda. To let him know that his Ship could pafs up the River,
would find a Harbour in the Lake, he had nothing to fear from the
Natives, and would meet with Provifions. There leaving his Ship he
might be furnifhed with Periagos to proceed. And I underftand his Di-
reftions to fteer firft North and North-eaft, then North and North-weft,

that he might make no Miftake by purfuing or entering into any other
Openings which might prefent themfelves in his Courfe wp, and which
from their Appearance might perplex him, as to which of them he was
to enter ; no uncommon Thing, as thofe who have been to Northward
on like Undertakings will allow.

6
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¢:The Admiral failed up a very nayigable River, which-he-named
‘ Rio los Reys, that run neareft N. E. but on feveral Points of the Com-
pafs 6o Leagues, at low.Water, in a fair navigable Channel, not lefs
¢-than 4 or 5 Fathom Water. It flowed on both Rivers near the fame
Water, in the River Los Reys, 24 Feet Full and Change of the Moon;
a S.S. E. Moon made high Water. It flowed in the River Haro, 22
Feet and a half Full and Change. They had two Jefuits with them,
¢ that had been on their Miffion to 66 Degrees of North Latitude, and
¢ :had made curious Qbfervations.’

o

o
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De Fonte, having difpatched Bernarda, {ets out on his Part of the Ex-
pedition, and proceeds up the River Los Reys, at the Entrance of which.
he had arrived the fourteenth of Fune. During his Stay, until Bernarda
was difpatched and failed, he feems to have taken an accurate Account
of the Tides in both Rivers. The Diftance up the River was more than
fixty Leagues; and though a: good navigable Changel, yet would re«
quire a great Precaution in - his Proceeding with' the two Ships; Tide
Times and the Night'would make it neceflary for him to bring too ; for
had he touched the Ground with either of them, the Delay that might
have followed on fuch Accident, might have defeated this Part of the
Undertaking, and the moft,important, and which, therefore, was allotted

to him to execute.

Their having had two Jefuits with them feems- an additional Note.
That two Jefuits fhould be fent into thofe Parts to make Obfervations,
:s- but confiftent with the general Practice of the Jefuits to go on Mif-
fions into all Parts of the Globe, engaged by a fpecial Vow, not injoined
any other Order, to be always ready to go and preach whitherfoever they
fhall be fent.

Thefe Jefuits are by no Means a fingular Inftance of the Peopleof that
Order being great Adventurers, when we confider thofe who ventured to
the Philippinas and Fapan, enforced by the Vow, puffed up with the Va-
nity of popular Applaufe, the Favour of the Prefident, and the Hope of
being acceptable to the reft of the Order on their return fram fuch Mif-
fion, expeéting by fuch Miffion to add ta the Wealth or Reputation of the
Order. The Effe€t of this Miffion feems to have been they had, ac-

quired
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quired the Favour of the Natives, Flad made fome Obfervations of the
Country, but principally to Northward, as to which they feem not to
have got a perfeét Account s though they did a great deal for the Time,
the Unfeafonablenefs of the Winter, and the melting Weather in the
Spring confidered; nor is it ftrange they fhould not get a perfet Ac-
count, in a Country {o intérmixed with Waters, which hide themfelves in
their Courfes between inacceflible Mountains’;  and in many Places where
they are to be come at, are deceitful in their Appearance, as to what they
really are, whether Lakes, Gulphs of the Sea, or Inlets. Asthey proceeded
to the Northward, they thought it the Part that principally claimed their
Obfervation. Were of Opinion as to the Southward, that it was Part of
the Continent of New Spain, or they would not have lead de Fonte to Los
Reys, but caufed him to proceed up that Streight which feparated the
Part they had been in from New Spain. As to this Miflion not being
known to the Publick, thefe Jefiits muft have been fent from Europe
into New Spain 3 and they would fo far regdrd their Obedience to the
Pope, as to pay due Refpeét to the King of Spain’s Authority, in ob-
ferving the eftablithed Maxim of the Time, as to keep their Difcove-
ries a Secret from the Publick or other Nations. And as to all Mif-
fionaries who went into New Spain, the King of 8pain hath a Power to call
them to Account, by the Pope’s Permifion, though not permitted in
Old Spain to meddle with ecclefiaftical Affairs, or ecclefiaftical Men.

¢ A Letter from Captain Barnarda, dated the 27th of Fure 1740, that
he had left his Ship in the Lake Zalafco, betwixt the Iilands Barnarda
and the Peninfula Conibaffet, a very fafe Ports it went down the River
from the Lake 3 Falls, 8o Leagues, and fell into the Tartarian Sea
in 61 Deg. with the Pater Jefuits, and 36 Natives, in three of their
Boats, and 20 of his Spanifh Seamen; that the Land trended away
North Eaft 5 that they fhould want no Provifion, the Country abound-
ing with Venifon of three Sorts, and the Sea and Rivers with excel-
lent Fith (Bread, Salt, Oil, and Brandy they carried with them) that
he fhould do what was poffible. The Admiral, when he received the
Letter from Captain Barnarda, was arrived at dn Indian Town called
Congffet, on the South Side Lake Belle, where the two Pater Jefuits on
their Million had been two Years; a pleafant Place. ‘The Admiral,
with his two Ships, enter’d the Lake the 22d of Fune.

The .
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The Letter from Bernards being dated the 27th of Fusne, it is impof-
fible he fhould finith all that Bufinefs in four Days, which he gives de
Fonte an Account of : This alfo confirms its being a Miftake as to the
22d of June, being the Time he received his Difpatches. It might well
take Bernarda from the fourteenth of Fuae to the twenty-feventh to re-
ceive his Difpatches, to pafs up the River, and to the Peninfula in Lake
Valafeo, procure the Natives, who were not under his Command, get all
Things fitted, and fer ont. And what this Letter contains, makes it
evident it..could be no Account .of his Voyage that was before-men-

tioned.

This Letter is apparently an Anfwer to the Difpatches Bernarda re-
ceived from de Fonte. ‘He mentions, ithat he had left his Ship, agreeable
to'‘Orders, and in afafe Port; gives an Account how he was equipped
to proceed ; the Number of the Petlons he had with him ; that he had
thirty-fix of the Natives, which is conformable to the Character given
of them, a friendly honeft People, and fhews the Influence of the Je-
fuits. - Thefe Natives, by joining in the Expedition, were Hoftages for
the .good Behaviour of the others towards his People left behind, and
anAdfurance to Bernarda for the Security of his Ship left at the Port,
were of great Ufe as Pilots as to the Coait, and alfo in failing and
managing their Periagos. Their having thefe Periagos implies they had
a Country abounding with Waters ; .and it was their ufual Way of paf-
fing from one Part to another, Time and Experience had made them
expert in the Management of them ; and by fhifting from one Part to
the other jas the Seafons required for hunting or fithing, and by Excur-
fions out of their own Country either for War or Curiofity, as is the
Nature of Indians, they were become acquainted not only with the inland
Waters, but alfo the Sea Coatls.

De Fonte had .ordered Captain Bernarda that ‘he fhould fail one Flun-
dred and fifty Leagues Weft (but is rather to be believed a Miftake
from not. underftanding the Compafs, O¢ffe and Effe being {o fimilar)
and -then four Hundred .and thirty-fix Leagues Eaft:-North Eaft to 77
Degrees of Lautude. In Anfwer. ta which Bernarda here mentions, that
from the L.ake Zalafcothere was a'River in which  there was three Falls,

eighty Lieagues in Diftance, and.fell into the Tarsarian Sea, in Latitude
615
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-6y, that the’Land trended away North Eaft, and that he would do
what was poffible. By which Expreflion it is plain, that he did not
purfue the exa& Courfe that de Fonte direCted ; probably that Courfe
was pointed out to Bernarda by which the Jefuits had travelled to Latitude
66, but purfued a Courfe more immediate and direét to attain to Latitude
74, the Back-of -Baffin’s Bay, as to which the Natives had informed
him; end that though he did not.purfue the Courle directed by de Fonte,
“which he found not to be fo- confiftent with. the Defign he was fent on,
et he would do all -that was poflible to anfwer that Defign. And the
Expreflion alfo implies, that he was fenfible he fhould meet with Diff-
culties, which he might expect from the Climate, the Ice, and the Fa-
-tigue ; but as to the Article of .Provifions, was in -no Fear on that Ac-
_count. As to what is mentioned as to Venifon of three Sorts, they wexe
the fmall Deer, the Moofe, and the Elk, all which are in the Northern
‘Parts about Hudfor’s Bay, and the Labarador Coatt.

The Name of Haro given to the River is a particular Compliment
to Don Haro, who was the Head of the Houfes of Valafco; and the
Name of Palafce, in- Compliment to the other Houfes, of that Family.
Which Refpet thewn by de Fonte feems to-indicate a particular Connec-
tion .with, or his being relatedto that Family, as already mentioned.
Valafeo, as here wrote, with a va, as thofe Families did write it at that
Time, and one of that Family, who was Contftable of Caftile, in his Titles
is named Sobn Ferdinandes de Vallafco, Conftable of Caftilia, &c. now
Lord of the Houfes of Vallafco, &c. and by the Orthography in the
Letter being {o. conformable with that which was ufed at that Time,
and not with a e as at prefent, we have very good Reafon to fuppofe,
that the Letter was not only wrote in Spanifb, but.alfo by de Fonte on his
return from his Voyage. Don Ferdinandez was living in 1610, and fuc-
ceeded by his Son, in his Title and Honour of Conftable of Caftile, Don
.Bernardino, who was living at the Time of the Voyage.

¢« The Admiral entered the Lake an Hour before high Water, and

¢ there was no Fall or Catara&, and 4 and 5 Fathom Water, and 6 and
¢ » Fathom Water generally in the Lake Belle. There is a little Fall
¢ of Water half Flood, and an Hour and Quarter before high Water
« the Flood begins to fet gently into Lake Belle : The River is frefh at
‘20
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* 20 Leagues Diftance from the Mouth or Entrance of the River Zos
¢ Reyes.  The River and Lake abounds with Salmon, Salmon Trouts,
¢ Pikes, Perch and Mullets, and two other Sorts of Fith peculiar to
¢ that River, admirable good; and Lake Be/e alfo abounds with all
¢ thofe Sorts of Fifh large and delicate : And Admiral de Foute alfo fays,
¢ the Mullets catched in Rios Reyes and Lake Belle, are much delicater
¢ than are to be found, he believes, in any Part of the World.’

De Fonte was not inactive from the 14th to the 22d of June. Various
Courfes,’ contrary Winds, waiting for the Tides at times; from the Cir-
cumftance of the Tide as to Lake Belle, that there is a Fall until half
Flood, and it is an Hour and Quarter only before high Water that
the Flood makes in, evidences that there was a Current againft him;
and it is further evident, as on his return he was but two Days running
from Congffet to the Entrance of the River Los Reyes.

De Fonte is very particular in his Account, being now to take a Sur-
vey of the Parts through which a Paffage was expeéted, and in which
Parts he now was. He mentions the Trial of the Tides at Los Reyes and
Haro 5 gives a particular Account of the Navigation up Zos Reyes, and
to Lake Belle ; that it was frefh Water after they were fixty Miles up the
River; and what is no immaterial Circumftance in this Affair, fhews
how far the Waters from Weftward flowed up, which he inftances in the
Account of the Fifh. That fuch as came out of the Sea into the Land
or freth Waters to {fpawn at thofe Seafons, and afterwards return to the
Sea, went no further than Lake Belle; for here he found the Mother
Fifh, as he defcribes them, large and delicate, fuperior to thofe in the
River, and indulges his Fancy, fo delicate as, he believes, they are not
to be exceeded in any other Part of the World. D¢ Fonte, in his Orders
to Bernarda, fhewed it was frefh Water in Part of Haro, and in the Lake
Conibaffet, from the Salmon and Perch, in which he means Sea Perch,
which come into freth Waters at this Seafon of the Year.

¢ The firft of Fuly 1640, Admiral de Fonte failed from the reft of his
¢ Ships in the Lake Belle, in*a good Port, covered by a fine Ifland, be-

¢ fore the Town of Conoffer, from thence to a River I named Parmen-
I © tiers,
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¢ tiers, in Honour of my induftrious judicious Comrade Mr. Parmentiers,
¢ who had moft exaély marked every Thing in and about that River.”

We now proceed to confider the Remainder of Admiral de Foate's
Letter, which was publifhed in June 1708.

Admiral de Fonte, when he received the Letter from Capt. Bernarda,
was arrived at an Jndian Town called Congffet, in the Lake Belle y and as
he entered fuch Lake the twenty-fecond, probably arrived at the Town
the fame Day ; ftaid eight Days, and then failed the firflt of Fuly. That
Bernarda thould write, as to the Situation of his Affairs, muft have
been before concerted between them, they having been informed by
the Jefuits or Parmentiers, that it was practicable for Bernarda to fend

§
11 Al
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fuch Meffage, that the Admiral might know whether Bernarda had met
with any Accident as to his Ship, or any other Obftacle to his Proceed-
ing, as he might affift him from thofe Ships Companies then with the
Admiral. How the Letter was conveyed is not exprefled ; probably
by a Seaman with an Indian Guide (the Diftance between the Admiral

=

and Bernarda, at this Time, will be confidered hereafter) who would
ufe all poffible Expedition both by Land and Water :  Had the Advan-
tage of very fhort Nights. De Fonte would not proceed until he re-

ceived this Account, though ready as foon as he received it. < As de

ionte failed on the firlt of Fuly, that Account muft have come to his
Hand the thirtieth of Fune.

The Ships being fecure in a good Harbour, and thie Command left
with Ronauillo, the Admiral proceeds to the River Parmentiers, fo named.
in Honour of Monf{. Parmentiers, whom he ftiles his Comrade, and
commends his Induftry and Judgment in the Survey of fuch River, and
the Parts adjacent. From his being {tiled his Comrade, he was in no
Command, as he could not have a Commiflion without having been bred
. the Service, and a Nafive of Spain. Therefore being a Perfon imme-
diately neceffary for to have on this Occalion, he is introduced under
the Chara&er of a Friend and Companion. Mr. Gage mentions, Chap.

of his new Survey of the #¢t Indies, one Thomas Rocalono, a French-
2 Prior of the Cloifter of Cemitlan, who, with himfelf, was the only
iger in that Country, by which he means in that Part where he was;
5 and
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and it implies there being others in other Parts, which falfifies~the Af~

Al

{ertion that no Frenchman was ever admitted in Peru.

The Countries of Quivire and Anian were reprefented, at that Time
to be barren or defolate’; as is alfo evident from the Defcription of the
Inhabitants eating raw Flefh, drinking Blood, and in all Refpe&ts fuita-
ble to the Charafer of the Efkemaux Indians, who by Choice, not Ne-

ceflity, make Ufe of fuch Diet when out a hunting or travelling, which

exprefles thofe Parts to be very inhofpitable, and where the [ndians only
frequent at certain Seafons, in Purfuit of the wild Game, and for fithing;
And Cibola is reprefented as a Country which hath a Cultivation, where
the Indians conftantly live, and feem a different People from thofe of
Quivira and Anian. This is agreeable to the Accounts given at that

Time, which is fufficient to fhew that the Jefuits could not e
they fhould be able, or would undertake to pafs through fuch a Coun-
try as Quivira and Anian in Purfuit of their Difcoveries to Northward ;
therefore muft have taken fome Opportunity of being conveyed there
which could only be by fome Perfons who had been on thefe (.U.ih_s,
and had, through Neceflity, Intereft, or Curiofity, pafied up thefe Wa-
ters, and furveyed the adjacent Country in Purfuit of fomething which
might turn out to their private Emolument : Nor were fuch Attempts
unprecedented, even on our Parts, though the Hazards were much
greater. The private Trade carried on by the People from Boffor, i
Hudfow's Bay, before there was a Grant to the Company ; which Trading
might not have come to the Knowledge of the People in England, or
been known to the Publick for a Series of Years, had it not been for
an Accident which happened to Captain Gillam, who thereupon made a
Difcovery of this Trade. Nor is there the Jeaft Improbal)}i?r“ but that
Parmentiers had, on fome Occafion, introduced himfelf into thefe Parts,
had invited the Jefuits to a Miffion there, who, on other Miflions, had
yindertaken what hath been much more hazardous, and fucceeded. There
were fufficient Motives for that Undertaking ; the Northern Boun ds were
then unknown, fo that they could not affirm America to be Continent,
nor certainly to be an Ifland diftinguifhed from the old World. This is
the Account Mr. Gage gives us, Chap. xiii. and mentioning that he will
not write; as many do, by Relation and Hearfay, but by more fure In-
telligence, Infight and Experience. He fays Quivira is feated on the
%% molt
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moft Weftern Part of America, juft over againft Tartary ; from whence,
being not much diftant, fome fuppofe that the Inhabitants came into this
new World. The Weft Side of America, if it be not Continent with
Tartary, it yet disjoined by a {mall Streight.  Here then was a fufficient
Matter to encourage a Miffion of this Sort, and to keep a Progrefs to
the Eaftward, or in AZmerica, with the Difcoveries that were going on by
the Miffionars fent to Japan; and there was a Propriety in this being
done, as the Coafts of both were fuppofed to be at no great Diftance
from each other: And this was exprefly the Purpofe of their Miflion,
as it is faid they had been to Latitude 66, and made curious Obfer-
vations, on which Account they were with Bernarda. As Parmenticrs
went to the Eaftward with de Fonte, who muit have had a different Mo-
tive from them for coming into thofe Parts, he muft have had his own
private Emolument in view, his better Succefs in which depended on
his Secrecy, as he thereby prevented others from interfering; which
Confideration would prevail with him, as with all Traders, fuperior to
any Satisfaction the Publick might have from his Informations; and as
Trade would be carried on moft fuccefsfully where the Inhabitants were
more numerous, we find he had found his Way to Eaftward, apparently

the moft populous, as the Jefuits had gone to the Northward and Wetft-
ward, principally as moft confiftent with their Plan; tho’ Congffer was
where the Jefuits had been firft introduced, where their courteous Beha-

viour and Management of the Natives, would be of Advantage to Par-
mentiers. In fearching for the moft popular and inhabited Part of the
Country, he would become acquainted with the Geography of thofe
Parts neceflarily, Depths of Water, Shoals, Tides, which his own Pre-
fervation, and the better conduéting of himfelf would naturally lead him
to obferve ; but there might be a more particular Reafon for his Obfer-
vation of the River Parmentiers, and of all the Parts about it; and
therefore he had been fo exact as to the Falls, which were the Obftruc-
tion of the Ship Navigation through to the Eaftern Sea, that lay beyond
the Streights of Ronguillo, for his own private Advantage; by opening
a new and extenfive Trade, he would have greatly promoted it if he had
found this Communication practicable for Ships of Burthen.

The People that Captain Zchirikew met with on the Coaft is no Ob-
JeCtion to the Charalter given of thofe within Land in this Letter, as it
1S
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is from Experience known that the Eftemany, who a‘e along the Coaft
of the Labrador, ave cruel and thievith; but that Zudians of a different
Difpofition live within Land.

As to Parmentiers being the general Interpreter for all; he is not faid
to be fo. He would, for the Benefit it would be to him in his Trade,
endeavour to learn the Language, and would of courfe acquire fome-
thing of it unavoidably, as he frequented amongft the Iudians: And it
muft be obférved, though there are many different Nations, and there
is a Difference in Dialect, yet there is a Language which all thofe Naz;
tions will underftand, called the Council Language.

That Voyages had been made to thefe Parts more than once is evi-
dent, as the Jefuits ftaid there two Years, therefore did not return with
the fame Opportunity by which they came there, but another; and it
is probable that there had been a Voyage prior to that, which had en.
couraged them to undertake it.

In what Manner de Fonte procecded, the Boats and Number of Per-
fons he had with him, the Tranflacor hath omitted. It is mentioned,
that de Fonte failed from the reft of his Ships; the River Parmenticrs
hath Falls of thirty-two Feet perpendicular Height from its Source to
where it iffues into Lake de Fonte; fo again, on the South Side Lake
Belle on board our Ships; and had it been with his Ship, his Inference
that there was no North-weft Paflage would have been unjuft, as his
meeting with this Ship the Veflel from Boflon, would have effectually
proved the contrary..

¢ We paffed eight Falls, in all 32 Foot, perpendicular from its Source
«. out of Liake Belle; it falls into the large Lake I named Lake de Fonze,
¢. at which Place we arrived the 6th of Fuly. This Lake is 160 Leagues
¢ long, and 6o broad ; the Length is Eaft North Eaft, and Weft ;
« Weft, to twenty or thirty, in fome Places fixty Fathom deep; the
¢« Lake abounds with excellent Cod and Ling, very large and well fed :
¢ there are feveral very large Iflands, and ten fmall ones; they are co-
« vered with fhrubby Woods; the Mofs grows fix or feven Foot long,
« with which the Moofe, a very large Sort of Deer, are fat with in the
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Winter, and other leffer Deer, as Fallow, ¢3¢, There are Abundance
¢ of wild Cherries, Strawberries, Hurtleberries, and wild Currants; and

alfo of wild Fowls, Heath Cocks and Hens; likewife Partridges and
. Turkeys; and Sea Fowl in great Plenty. On the South Side the Lake
¢ is a very large fruitful Ifland, had a great many Inhabitants, and
¢ very excellent Timber, as Oaks, Afhes, Elm and Fir Trees, very
¢ large and tall’

We here again fee the Form of the Letter, de Fonie exprefling him-
felf, as in the firft Part of the Letter, I named Parmentiersy my indyfirious
and there are other Inftances.

The River Parmentiers, which is the Communication by which the
\Waters of Lake Belle are conveyed into the Lake de Fonte, fo named
we may fuppofe not in Compliment to himfelf, which would be abfurd;
but of his Family, as the Expreflion is, I named Lake de Fonte, though
it almoft deférves the Name of a Mediterranean Sea; but from having
a f{uperior Water near it, with which it communicated, de Fonte calls
it a Lake. Itis not a cafual naming of Places, or Waters; as Hudfor’s
Bay, given to that great Mediterranean Sea, and continued, but the
Names of the Waters he paffed through, would be given with Exact-
nefs and Propriety. In the Lake de Fonte there was a great Depth .of
Water, alfo Banks; as there is faid to be in fome Parts twenty or thirty
Fathom Water, as is alfo evident from the Cod and Ling there, and
which inftance it to be a Salt Water Lake, Tt was the Seafon when thefe
Fifh come to the Northward ‘to fpawn.” The fhrubby Wood on the
Iflands, the Mofs for the Subfiftence of the Deer hanging on the Trees,
the wild Cherries and other Fruits ripening at that Seafon of the Year;
are all correfponding Tokens of his being advanced to the North-eaft
Part of America, is agreeable in all the above Refpects to the Country
Northward and Weftward in Canada, about the River §¢. Lawrence; to
the interior Parts of the Country of Labrador, in Lat. 56 ; 'but as you

proceed further to Northward, the high rocky Mountains, which in
this Part are only confined to the Coaft, then extend more inland, increafe
it their Height, and in Lat. 59° and 60°, the whole Country, as far as
Baffin's Bay, feems to confift only of Ridges of barren Mountains, in-
terfperfed with Waters ; and the Progrefs of the Productions, as to Trees

and
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and Plants, gradually decreafes from a more flourifhing to an inferio
Sort, as you proceed to Northward ; in Lat. 59, on 1:11; Weftern Side of
Hudfon’s Bay to the Northward of Seal River, there is no Wood, only
Grafs and a fmall Shrub of about a Foot in Heighth, which continues,
as far as it is known to Weftward; and a thin Soil, with a hard rocky
Stone juft below the Surface, and very frequently there are large Ponds
of ftanding Water.

De Fonte feems to have made a Stop at the Ifland at the South of
Lake de Fonte, to take Refrefhment, and make Inquiry as to the Boffon

Ship, it being out of his Courfe, or on any other Account to go there.

¢ The 14.1:]1 of Fuly we failed out of the Eaft North-eaft End of the
« Lake de Fonte, and- paffed a'Lake I named the Effricho de Ronguillo,
<" thirty-four Leagues long, two or three Leagues broad, twenty, twenty-
¢ fix and twenty-eight Fathom of Water ; we pafied this Streight in ten
¢ Hours, having a ftout Gale of Wind, and a whole Ebb. As we failed

<- more Eafterly the Country grew very fenfibly worfe.’

What follows, © as it is in the North and South Parts of America,” ap-

pears to me an additional Comment.

De Funte mentions, as he went more Eafterly the Country grew worfe
from which it may be fuppofed he found the Alteration to bq;-_".n when
he was come to the Eaftern Part of the Lake, and more fo, as he paflfed

the Streights. of Ronguillo.

de Ironfe Makes no men

Where thé Streight of Rongu
tion; gives us no Account of the Soundin

- Tides ; but his Silence

here, and the preceding Circumftances, fufficiently prove that he thought

himfelf then in fome ;)1.1[1\_!1 of the Atlantick Ocean. And 1t is to be ob-
férved there is the fame affe@ted Silence here as to the Part he was
ome ii:m. as when he f‘:ad left LI;C V\."('ﬁ(:l'ﬂ Ocean and L':}tur._--._l the

cor
North-eaft Part of the Soush Sez to pafs up to Los Reys.

h we came to an Indian Town, and the [udians told our In-

¢ terpreter Monf. Parmentiers, that a little Way from uslay a great Ship,

« where there never had been one before.
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The Judian telling the Interpreter Parmentiers, which expreffes a Kind
of Acquaintance made between them, and de Fonte’s pafling out of the
T.ake into the Sea, coming to a Town, and Parmentiers knowing the
Ianguage, is an Fvidence of Parmentiers’ having been there before,
And we may fuppofe, that from the Time they left the River Parmen-
siers, de Fonte had been on the Inquiry, it being now Time to expect the
People from Boffon 5 and what the Indian told him was in purfuance of

fuch Inquiry.

¢ We failed to them, and found only one Man advanced in Years,
and a Youth; the Man was the greateft Man in the Mechanical Parts
of the Mathematicks, I had ever met with ; my fecond Mate was an

¢ Englifoman, an excellent Seaman, as was my Gunner, who had been
taken Prifoners at Campechy, as well as the Mafter’s Son ; they told me
the Ship was of New England, from a Town called Boffonr. The Owner
and the whole Ship’s Company came on board the thirtieth; and the
Navigator of the Ship, Captain Shapley, told me, his Owner was a fine
Gentleman, and Major General of the largeft Colony in New England,
called the Maltechufets s fo 1 received him like a Gentleman, and told
him my Commiffion was to make a Prize of any People feeking a

« North-weft or Weft Paflage into the South Sea ; but I would look on
them as Merchants trading with the Natives for Bevers, Otters and
other Furs and Skins, and fo for a {mall Prefent of Provifions I had
no need on, I gave him my Diamond Ring, which coft me twelve
Hundred Pieces of Eight (which the modeft Gentleman received with
difficulty) and having given the brave Navigator Captain Shapley, for
his fine Charts and Journals, a Thoufand Pieces of Eight, and the
Owner of the Ship, Seimor Gibbons, a quarter Cafk of good Peruan
Wine, and the ten Seamen, each twenty Pieces of Eight, the fixth of
Auguft, with as much Wind as we could fly before and a Current, we
arrived at the firft Fall of the River Parmentiers’

De Fonte makes no Delay, but immediately proceeds as the Cafe re-
quired ; finds an old Man aboard, the Man (as being a great Mechanick
might be very ufeful on fuch an Expedition) and a Youth, might
venture to ftay, their Age would plead as to any Severity that might be
jntended by de Fonte; and through the Fear of which Severity the others

retired
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retired into the Woods, Where they could manage without being fenfible
of thofe Difficulties which Ewropeans apprehend. To leave the Ship
without any one aboard, dz Fonte could of Courfe have taken her as
being deferted ; and by their Retirement into the Woods, his Purfuit of
them there would have alarmed the Indians, and more efpecially if he
had attempted any Severity, it might have been fatal to him and his
Company, from the Refiftance they might have met with, not only from
the Bofton People, but the Indians aflifting them, as they would have
confidered it as an Infult, an Exercife of Power which they would ap-
prehend he had no Right to ufe in thofe Parts, as to a People who were
trading with them, and been the Occafion that the Spaniards would have
been no more received as Friends in thole Parts.

De Fonte had particularly provided himfelf with fome Englifomen, who,
by a friendly Converfe with the People from Boffon, might endeavour to
learn their Secrets, and prepare them the better by what they would be
inftructed to tell them to come to a Compliance with the Admiral’s In-
tentions. The Refult of this Affair de Fonte only mentions ; but they
would not have ftaid away fo long, would have returned fooner aboard,
had they only left the Ship on Account of Trade. Trade was only a fe-
condary Object, the Difcovery was the principal, and they would not
have ftaid in one Place, at this Seafon, had they not been neceffitated
through a Fear of de Fonte {o to do. It may be fuppofed the Englifbmen
who were with de Fonte, two of whom were from Campechy, and the
other become Catholick, as he was married to the Mafter’s Daughter,
they would not act either with much Sincerity or Truth as to their own
Countrymen, but managed with the old Man to bring the Owner, Na-

vigator, and reft of the Crew aboard.

On their return the Navigator of the Ship was the firft who waited on
the Admiral, and he calls him Captain Shapley, his Name Nicholas Shap-
ley, who was famous as a Navigator, for his Knowledge in the Mathe-
maticks and other Branches of Science, that the common People fup-
pofed he dealt in the Magick Art, and had the Name given him of
0ld Nick, not by the People of Bgfton, but by a Set of Libertines as
they termed them, and who had feparated from the People of Bofton,
and gone to live by themfelves at Pifcatua, where he was fettled at a
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Place called Kittery, in the Province of Main, the Name of Kittery
given by his Brother Alexander Shapley, to a Tralt of Land he had fettled
on there ; and they write the Name Shapley exattly in the Manner in which
it is wrote in the Letter. The Brother Alexander was a Cotemporary at
Oxford with Captain Famcs, who went on Difcovery, and his Acquain-
tance. 'The Defcendants of Alexander, a genteel People, were not many
Years fince living at Kitzery ; but Nicholas Shapley retired to New London,
where he had a Son that was living in the Year one Thoufand feven Hun-
dred and fifty-two, a Fitherman. The Family at Kitzery were very thy
as to giving any Information as to what they knew in this Affair, upon
an Application by the Author of thefe Obfervations, or looking into
Alexander’s Papers, as an officious Perfon had got beforehand, and dif-
couraged them from giving any Gratification of this Sort, under Pre-
tence, if their Papers were feen, it might give fome Infight into a Law-
fuit depending between the Branches of the Family, or expeéted to be
commenced ; and that there was a great Reward. for the Difcovery of a
North-weft Paflage, which, if the Account was attained from them
they would be intitled to a Part, which by this Means they would be
deprived of.  Jealoufics of this Kind raifed by a pretended, at leaft an
ignorant Friend, againft the Application of a Stranger, who affured;
them he was fuperior to any Trick of that Sort, and would give them
any Satisfaction in his Power as they fhould propofe, occafioned a Dif-
appointment. The Son of Captain Nicholas, upon an Application made
by the Author likewife, had nothing but his Father’s Sea Cheft, in which
there were once a great many Papers, and which his Mother, the Wife
of Captain Nicholas, made a great Account of ; but the Son being an.
illiterate Man, had made Ufe of, them in the Family as wafte Paper. 1
have mentioned him as illiterate, but he was a well meaning Man, and he
had heard his Mother talk fomething about fuch an Affair; but I fhall not
lay a Strefs upon the Account he gave, as he may be fuppofed prompted
by the earneftManner of the Inquiry to give grateful Anfwers, in Expecta-
vion of a Reward. The Number of Settlers in.all Pifcatua, the Province of
Main included, did not at that Time exceed four Hundred People, but is
now become a well fettled Country ; yet there was amongft the antient
People about Kiztery, a Tradition of Captain Nickelas haying been on:
fuch a Voyage,. and as to which, on proper Application to Perfons who
have Influence, and will make due Inquiry, it appears to me the Publick.

will
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will réceive a farther Satisfation than they may at prefent expe®, A
confiderable Merchant who lived at Falmouth in Pifecatua, a Man of
Charaéter, no Way biafied for or agdinft a North-weft Paffage, but as

he is fince dead, I may take the Liberty to fay, married a Daughter of

his late Excellency Governor Weymouth, mentioned an Anecdote re
fpeéting his Father, who was a very antient Man : That when the Dif-
pute was between the late Governor Dobbs and Captain Middletor he
faid, Why do they make fuch a Fuzz about this Affair, our O/d Nick
(meaning Captain Shapley) was th:'(mgh there ? And this antient Gen-
tleman had been an Intimate of Captain Shapley’s,

Early in the Year before this Voyage Major General Gibbons went
with others over to Pifcatua, to have a Conference about Church Mat-
ters ; and Mr. Alexander Shapley was one on the Part of the Settlers in
Pifcatua, and who had but returned from England the Fall before. Ar
this Meeting, probably, they fixed on the Time and Manner of execu-
ting the Defign, which they had before concerted. This whole A ffair was
concerted in an obfcure Part, the Affair not known to the People of Bofton,
as it was more to the Purpofe of thofe who undertook it to keep it a Se-
cret 3 and probably Major Gibbons was more inclined it fhould be fo, as
he had before met with two Difappointments. The Charaéters. of the
Perfons were fuch, as by whom it is very reafonable to fuppofe fuch an
Expedition might be undertaken. Mr. Alexander Shapley was a Mer-
chant, a lively, altive, enterprifing Man; fufficient to this Purpofe hath
been faid of his Brother: And we may add to the Charafer of Major
General Gibbons, it was {aid of him, that he was much of 2 Gentleman,
a brave, focial and friendly Man, had the latter End of the Year 1639
a Commiflion to be Captain of the Fort, was one of the Council, alfo
concerned in Church Matters, as appears from Records, But during
the Time that this Voyage was making, as that worthy Paftor of Bofton
and great Antiquarian Mr. Prince, who, from a generous Difpofition to
get at the Truth, ufed extraordinary Induftry in this Affair, by fearc hing
the Records in the old Church there in the Year 1752, could not find
his Hand {fet to any Thing, or any Matters relating to Major General
Gibbons, the’ he found Papers figned by him frequently before, and other
Tranfaltions in which he is mentioned to be concerned, alfo after the
Time of this Voyage; and the only Objection that he could find was,
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that the Wife of Major General Gibdons muft have had a feven Months
Child, if he went on fuch Voyage, as it was a Cuftom in the Church of
Bojton, at that Time, that the Child fhould be brought to be baptized
the Sunday after it was born and by the Regifter it appears that this was
the Cafe, according to the Time that it muft be fuppofed he returned.

The Name was Edward Gibbons s and Seimor is a Miftake of the Tran-
flator, not obferving that as de Fonte refpe&fully ftiles Shapley Captain,
he would not mention the Owner by his Chriftian Name only, a fine
Gentleman and a Major General, but ftiles him agreeable thereto after
the Spanifb Manner Sennor and this Miftake of the Tranflator, as to.
the Name, and not obferving that the Major General and the Owner
were one and the fame Perfon, fhews that the Tranflator and Editors:
knew nothing of the Perfons mentioned.

What is faid of the largeft Colony in New England, called the Mal
zechufets : The Dominions of New England confifted, at that Time, of
the Colonies of Plymouth, MafJachufets, and Conneéticut, of which Maffa-
chufets was the largeft, as New Hamp/bire, Pifcatua, and the Province of
Main, were under its Turifdiction : And it is a little remarkable that the
Admiral fhould call it the Maltechufets 5 he apprehended it a Miftake,
though fo exalt as to the Names Shapley and Gibbons ; feems to have
given the Alteration agreeable to his own Ideas, and that it muft have
Reference 1o Malta.

The old Man told them the Ship was of New England, from the Town
called Boffon, which was the only Place where they could fit out pro-
perly or conveniently, the Part where Shapley lived confifting only of a.
few fcattered Houfes, and as it ‘was very frequent from Bofton to make:
Voyages to the Northward, their true Defign for further Difcoveries
might remain a Secret to all but themfelves.

De Fonte's Addrefs to Gibbons as the Owner, reprefented fo on this Oc-
cafion to ferve the Purpofe, though the Veflel feems to have been Alex-
ander Shapley’s, implies that he underftood, or took the Advantage on
finding they had been trading with the Indians, that they had two Pur-
poies in their Undertaking, to difcover a Paflage, and to trade. As to
the firft, de Fonte tells him he had an Order to make a Prize of any
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People fecking a Weft or North-weft Paflage, {pe: king in general Terms,
not of them only, fo concealing the Advice he had received as to their
particular undertaking of this Difcovery ; nor could it be peculiarly
underftood as to the Subjets of England, for the Danes alfo, to their
immortal Honour, had before attempted the fame Difcovery ; and in
Confequence let him know that the Part he was in was of the Domi-
nions of the Crown of Spain, as his Commiffion could be of no Force
beyond the Extent of that Dominion. De Fonte’s Addrefs likewife im-
plied, that as he would confider them only as Traders, that he would
not make Prifoners of them on that Account; but expeéted after this
Adventure that others would learn to keep nearer home, for Fear of
falling into a like Accident, and meeting not with the fame favourable
Treatment. Neverthelefs he takes effectual Meafures to embarrafs them
on their Return, and obliges them to ftay no longer in thofe Parts, as he
takes from them what de Fonte calls a fmall Prefent of Provifions, which
he had no Need on, but he knew they might, and as to which, the Af-
fair of Provifions, he gave fuch an Attention to, through the Courfe of
his Voyage ; and though fmall what he accepted in refpect to the Sub-
fiftance of thofe he had with him, yet as the Sequel will thew, was after-
wards the Occafion of infinite Diftrefs to the Boftan People. The Gift
in return, which is pompoutly mentioned at twelve Hundred Pieces of
Eight, when we confider the Price Things bore of this Sort where he
purchafed it, in Peru, as he eftimates by Pieces of Eight, the Manner
of Valuation in thofe Parts, would not be to Giddons a Hundred Pounds
Sterling ; and the Prefent to the Seamen muft be confidered as in lieu
of thefe Provifions ; and by this Means of mutual Prefents countenanced
what was abfolutely extorted by Force, as was the Cafe with Szapley, as
to his Charts and Journals, which he would not have parted with, but
conftrained through Fear; and by his Englifh Seamen de Fonte cculd let
them know that the Proyifions, Charts, and Journals would be acceptable.
He executed his Defign in this Manner, that if the Beflon People

turned there could be no proper Foundation for the Court of England

to take Umbrage at his Proceeding.

re-

The Generofity of de Fonte fo exceeding what their Prefent and the
Charts and Journals could be worth, would be confidered as to make

them fome Satisfaction for their Difappointments for the Fears they had
begn:
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been put into, and their being detained there ; the Gift of Wine, might
be from a Refpect to Major General Gibboxs, as an Officer, whom de
Tonte ftiles modeft, tho’ he might perceive it to be the Effet of his Un-
cafinefs on being thus intercepted. In all other Refpeéts, what he gave
was aDebt which the Crown of Speiz would pay, would be confidered as
Moeney advanced in their Service ; a Sum of noConfideration with them,
as he had met with thefe People, procured their Charts by which they got
into the Secret, by what Way they had advanced fo far, and probably
very particular Charts and Journals of the other Voyagers whom Gibéons
was acquainted with ; and he would endeavour to be furnifhed with all
Materials which he could probably procure before that he fet our. It
would be greatly commended by the Court of Spain the artful Manage-
ment of de Fonte in diftreffing thefe People, and not with a feeming In-
tention, and giving an abfolute Difcouragement to other Adventurers,
who would be afraid of falling into the Spaniards Hands, whom it would
be fuppofed conftantly frequented thofe Parts.

De Fonte only mentions the Iffue of this Affair, what would be imme-
diately neceffary for the Court to know; he mentions no intervening

Circumftances, nor what Time there was between their Examination and
the Prefents, whether he or they failed firft, but it muft be fuppofed
they were more than a Day together, and that de Fonte would fee them
out of thofe Parts, as, if they had ftaid longer, they might probably
have fupplied themfelves well with Provifions, and proceeded further ; but
as they were circumftanced, they would be put under a Neceflity to fet
out for home, would be glad to leave him the firft Opportunity; and as
de Fonte feems to be waiting for a Wind, which he had the fixth of
Auguft, and it had in the interim been fair for the Boffon People, they
were certainly gone before that de Fonte fet out on his Return.

In the Ecclefiaftical Hiftory of New England, by the Reverend Cotton
Mather, publifhed at London in 1702, in Folio, in his Account of won-
derful Sea Deliverances, Book the fixth, is T%e wonderful Story of Major
Gibbons.

¢ Among rematkable Sez Deliverances, no lefs than three feveral
¢ Writers have publifhed that whercin Major Edward Gibbons was con-
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¢ cerned. A Veflel bound from Boffor to fome other Parts of Zime-
¢ rica, was, through the Continuance of contrary Winds, kept fo
¢ long at Sea, that the People aboard were in extreme ftraits for Want
¢ of Provifion, and feeing that nothing here below could afford them
¢ any Relief, they looked upwards unto Heaven, in humble and fervent
¢ Supplications. The Winds continuing ftill as they were, one of the
¢ Company made a forrowful Motion that they thould, by a Loz, fingle
¢ out One to die, and by Death to fatisfy the ravenous Hunger of the
¢ reft. After many a doleful and fearful Debate upon this Motion, they
¢ came to a Refult, that i¢ muff be done! The Lot is caft; one of the
¢ Company is taken; but where is the Executioner that fhall do the ter-
¢ rible Office upon a poor Innocent? Itis a Death now to think who
¢ fhall act this bloody Part in the Tragedy : But before they fall upon
¢ this involuntary and unnatural Execution, they once more went unto
¢ their zealous Prayers; and, behold, while they were calling upon God,
“ he anfwered them, for there leaped a mighty Fifh into their Boat,
¢ which,, to their double Joy, not only quieted their outrageous Hun-
¢ ger, but alfo gave them fome Token of a further Deliverance : How-
¢ ever,. the Fith 1s quickly eaten; the horrible Famine returns, the hor-
¢ rible Diftrefs is renewed ; a black Defpair again feizes their Spirits :
¢ For another Morfel they come to 2 fecond Loz, which fell upon ano-
¢ ther Perfon; but flill they cannot find an Executioner: They once
¢ again fall to their importunate Prayers; and, behold, a fecond An-
¢ {wer from above; a great Bird Lights, and fixes itfelf on the Maft;
“ one of the Men fpies it, and there it ftands until he took it by the
“ Wing with his Hand. This was a fecond Life from the Dead. 'This
« Fowl, with the Omen of a further Deliverance in it, was a {weet Feaft
¢ unto them. Still their Difappointments. follow them; they can fee
¢ no Land ; they know not where they are: Irrefiftable Hunger once
« more pinches them : They have no Hope tobe faved but by a third
“ Mgracle: 'They return to another Las; but before they go to i
¢ Heart-breaking Tafk of flaying the Perfon under Defipuation, they re-
¢ peat their; Addrefles unto: the God of Heaven, their former Friewd in

“ Adverfitys. and now they look and lock again, but there is nothing

“ Their Devotions are concluded, and nothing appears;; yet they hoped,
« yet they ftaid, yet: they lingered :: At laft one of them fpies a: Ship,
« which put a: new Hope:- and Life into: them: all: They bear up with

their
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their Ship; they man their Long-boat; they go to board the Vefiel,
and are admitted. - It proves a Iirench Pyrate : Major Gibbons Petitions
for a little Bread, and offers all for it; but the Commander was one
who had formerly received confiderable Kindnefles of Major Gibbons
at Boffor, and now replied chearfully, Major Gibbons, not an Hair of
you, or your Company, fhall perifb if it lies'in my Power to preferve
you. Accordingly he fupplied their Neceflities, and they made a com-
fortable End of their Voyage.’

There are nine other Accounts, in each of which the Places the Per-
fons were bound to are particularly mentioned. In this Account (the

Defign being only to fhew the wonderful Deliverance of Gibbons) Dr.
Mather could not mention the Place to which the Voyage had been
made in any other Manner, than 7o fome other Parts of America, which
hath an exac Correfpondence with the Voyage in which Major Gibbons
was intercepted by de Fonte; for that Voyage was propeily to feveral

Parts, not being to one particular Parc of dmerica ; which Parts were,

at that Time, namelefs. It is faid further, that their Misfortune was
occafioned by contrary Winds. De Fonte had a fair Wind from the fixth
of Auguft to the fifth of September, and for a longer Time, fo contrary
to the Boffon Ship; afterwards they had the Wind again centrary, when
they came into the Ocean, being North-weft or to Weftward of it, as
they could fee no Land ; the Land expected to be feen may be fuppofed
the Land of Newfoundland, or they were to Eaftward and Southward of
the Gulph of §z. Lawrence: And which Account of the Weather is agree.
able to the Time of the Year that they were there, the latter End of
September, or Beginning of Oélober, being the Equinottial Gales. Alfo
as to the Fith which muft have been a Sturgeon, which Fifh frequently
jump into Boats; and fhews, as the Boat was out, that they had then
moderate Weather, but contrary ; though a hard Gale fucceeded, as
one of the Birds of Paffage, which are alfo then going to Southward,
was blown off the Coaft and tired, refted on the Maft. Far be it from
me to reckon thefe as mere Accidents, and not the Affiftances of the Al-
wiighty, but a Relief which the Almighty fent them by Contingencies
which are natural : And as to the Ship, which was a French Pirate, fhe
had probably come with a frefh Wind out of the Gulph of §t. Lawrence,
and ftanding to Eaftward of Sables to clear that Ifland and Nautuchet,

tor
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for which fhe had a fair Wind; and it is faid the Commander had an
Acquaintance with Major Gibbous, and received Favours from him ac
Boffon; buc I muft add an Anecdote, to fhew that there might alfo be
another Reafon affigned, which would not be fuitable to be publithed
with that Account; Alexander Shapley had ufed to hold a Correfpondence
with thefe Kind of Gentry, as is evident from a fevere Cenfure on him

“ on that Account, recorded in the Council Book at Bofion. It was a

Ship that Major Gibbons was in when intercepted by de Fomte; and
this Account alfo mentions a Ship. After the Death of Major Gibbons,
his Family, according to the Account of a very antient Gentlewoman at
Bofton, removed to Bermuda; which Lady, who was near ninety Years
of Age, had fome traditional Account of the Major having been fuch a
Voyage to difcover a new Way to the Eaff Indies, and {uffered much
from the Snow and Ice, went through a great many Hardfhips, and, fhe
faid, fhe thought it was from Boffon that he fet out. The Perfons difco-
vered by Monf. Grofeliers, at what he calls an Englifb Settlement, near
Port Nelfon, as it is now termed, were Benjamin the Son of Captain Zz-
chary Gillam, and fome others, from Boffon, who were the fame Year
caken to Canada, whofe Journal of that Voyage the Author hath feen,
and this Circumftance is mentioned in it, which Perfons havebeen miftaken

for Major Gibbons and his Company.

¢ We arrived at the River Parmentiers the 11th of Auguft 86 Leagues,
¢ and was on the South Side Lake Belle on board our Ships the 16th of
¢ Auguft, before the fine Town Conoffet, where we found all Things well,
¢ and the honeft Natives of Conoffet had, in our Abfence, treated our
< People with great Fumanity, and Capt. de Ronguillo anfwered their
¢ Civility and Juftice.’

‘We have been before told, that the Admiral went fixty Leagues up
Los Reyes, which I take to be the whole Diftance between the Entrance
of Los Reyes. to Congffet in Lake Belle; and if we tranfpofe the above
Words, ¢ arrived at Parmentiers the eleventh of Auguff, and was on the
¢ South Side Lake Belle eighty-fix Leagues on board our Ships the fix-
s teenth of Auguft,’ then we have the Diftances refpecting every Part of de
Fonte's Courfe thro’ Land, from Los Reyes to Conoffet fixty Leagues, from
Conaffet to Lake de Fonte eightyfix Leagues, from the Entrance of Lake
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de Fonte to the Streight of Romquillo one Hundred and fixty Leagues,
from the Entrance of the Streight of Romguills to the Sea thirty-fix
Leagues. The Time that de Fonte was paffing down the River of Par-
mentiers, and the Time he took to return, are equal, which is plainly
owing to his being obliged to wait the Tides for getting over the Falls
both Ways. The fixth of July they had entered the Lake de Fonte, and
by the fifteenth were through the Streights of Ronguitlo, and at the In-
dian Town thé feventeenth, fo they were eleven Days from their En-
trance into the Lake de Fonte 5 but in their return the fame Way only
five, favoured by a ftrong Current which the Wind occafioned to fet into
the Lake, and having as much Wind as they could fly before, and now
came direétly back ; whereas in their Paflage out they had made fome
Delays. The Courfe to Congffer being neareft North-caft, I compute it
to be in Lat. 56 Deg. Long. 118° 2" from London. ~The Entrance of
Lake de Fonte ({fuppofing the Courle of the River Parmentiers and from
Conoffet Eaft North Eaft) in Lat. 59° 4" Long. 113°. The Entrance of
the Streights of Ronguillo Eaft North Eaft, in Lat. 61 Deg. 8 Min.
Long. 98 Deg. 48 Min. the Courfe through the Streights to enter the

Sea North by Eaft, fuch Entrance to be in Lat. 62 Deg. 48 Min. Long.
g8 Deg. 2 Min. which Courfe muft be confiftent with de Fonte’s Account
that a ftrong Current fet in, as by this Courfe fuch Current muft be accele-
rated, if it fet to the Southward, by the Wind from the Northward, or if it
was from the Southward, would be oppofed in going to the Northward.

De Fonte proceeds to give an Account of the good Eftate in which
he found all Things on his Return; mentions the Honefty and Huma-
nity of the Natives, and the prudent Conduct of Captain Ronguillo,
who anfwered their Civility and Juftice. For they had, during the Time
of de Fonte’s Ablence, procured, by dealing with the Natives, Store of
good Provifions to falt, Venifon, Fith; alfo one Hundred Hogtheads of
Indian Maiz 3 befides the Servicethis would be of on their Return, pro-
cured purfuant to de Fonte's Order, it employed the People, with the
other neceflary Work about the Ships after fo long a2 Run, and kept
them from brangling with the Natives. The Natives were alfo employed
to their Intereft, which preferved them in good Humotir ; and a Juftice
in dealing preferved their Friendfhip.

¢ The .
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¢ The 20th of Auguft an Indian brought me a Letter to Conoffet, on
the Lake Belle, from Captain Bermarda, dated the 1ith of Auguf?,
< where he fent me Word he was returned from his cold Expedition,
¢ and did affure me there was no Communication out of the Spanifh or
¢ Atlantick Sea, by Davis Streight ; for the Natives had conducted one
¢ of his Seamen to the Head of Davis Streight, which terminated in a

"

* frefh Lake, of about 30 Mile in Circumference, in the 8oth Degrec
¢ of North Latitude 5 and that there was prodigious Mountains North
¢ of it, befides the North-weft from that Lake the Ice was fo fixed, that
¢ from the Shore to 100 Fathom of Water, for ought he knew from .the
¢ Creation ; for Mankind knew liztle of the wonderful Works of God,
¢ efpecially near the North and South Poles: He, writ further, that he
¢ had failed from Baffer Ifland North Eaft, and Eaft North Eaft, and
¢ North Eaft and by Eaft, to the 79th Degree of Latitude, and the
* Land trended North, and the Ice refted on the Land.’

The Orders Bernarda received were to fail up a River North and
North Eaft, North and North Weft, which River I fuppofe to have
emptied itfelf near to Los Reyes into the South-eaft Part of the South
Sea ; and it is not uncommon, in dmerica, that two great Rivers thould
have their Entrances contiguous to each other; and I fuppofe Conabaf-
Jfet, afterwards called Baffer, to be in Lat. 58 Deg. 10 Min. to the Weft-
ward of Los Reyes in Long. 122 Deg. g Min. from Loudon. The Courfe
up the River Haro North 14 Deg. Weilt; and as Congffez is laid down in
Lat. 56 Deg. Long. 118 Deg. 2 Min. the Diftance from Baffet to Co-
noffet is one Hundred and feventy-feven Miles; the Courfe North 46
Deg. Weft.  The Letter by the firft Meflenger was dated the 27th of
Fune, and is received the fourth Day, as he could not come a direét
tourfe, we may fuppofe he travelled fifty Miles a Day, which is an
extraordinary Allowance, the greateft Part by Water, and Light moft of
the Night. We know he would go Part by Water in Lake Belle, and
Lake Belle iffuing its Waters both by Los Reyes and the River Par-
mentiers, muft receive fome confiderable Influx of Waters by which
it is formed, as well as to give a conftant Supply of the Waters
that iffue from it, and which muft be principally or only from the
Northward, for it cannot be fuppofed to receive its Waters from the
Southward, and difcharge them there again, and which the Meflenger
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would make Ufe of as foon as poffible, and come down Stream. The
fecond Mefienger, who is exprefly mentioned to be an Indian, is nine
Days a coming. But Bernarda mentions nothing as to his Ship or Peo-
ple in this Account, only fays he is returned from his cold Expedition,
therefore probably he fent away the Tndian as foon as he could after he
entered the River, which ran into the Tartarian Sea, in Lat. 61. I
this was the Cafe, we may fuppofe that the Waters which came into the
Lake Belle head a great Way up in the Country.

Bernarda had Directions, after he left Lake Valafco, to fail one Hun-
dred and forty Leagues Weft, and then four Hundred and thirty Leagues
North Eaft by Eaft to feventy-feven Degrees of Latitude. Bernarda,
‘0 his Letter of the 27th of Fume obferves, there was a River eighty
Leagues in Length, not comprehended in his Inftruétions or Orders,
and emptied itfelf in the Tartarian Seas and fays, in his Letter of the
1 1th of Auguft, that he failed from the Ifland Baffer North-eaft ; with that
Courfe, when he entered the T'artarian Sea, in Latitude 61, his Lon-
gitude would be 116 Deg. he then begins the Courfe de Fonte directed
him, one Hundred and forty Leagues Eaft North Eaft ; and he mentions
on his Return he had fteered that Courfe, keeping the Land aboard. So
that ¢/t and the Land trending North Eaft, ave Miftakes in the Publi-
cation in‘April; but the mentioning how the Land trended, fthews he

“was then entering the Sea; for to talk of Land, with refpect to a Ri-
ver, is abfurd; and-with the Courfe and Diftance he fteered would be
in Lat. 63 Deg. 39 Min. and Long. 110 Deg. from London : Then he
fteers four Hundred and thirty-fix Leagues North Eaft and by Eaft, and that
brings him into Latitude 79 Deg. Long. 87 Deg. from London. But
‘the Land trending North, and with Ice, which would be dangerous for
the Periages; and as the Land trended North, where he was appearing
to him to be the neareft Part he could artain to to go to the Head of
Dawis Streight 5 and as to the Diftance over Land, and the Propriety
of fending a Meflenger, the Indians would inform him ; he fends a Sea-
inan over with an Indian to take a Survey of the Head of fuch Streights,
by us called Baffin’s Bay ; which Name was not at that Time generally
received. Which Seaman reports, that it terminated in the eightieth

Degree of Latitude, in a Lake of about thirty Miles in Circumference,
with prodigious Mountains North of it, which indeed formed that Lake,
or
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or is a Sound, as that of Sir Fames Lancaffer and of Alderman Fones
and along the Shore, from the Lake North-weft, the Ice was fixed,
lying a great Diftance out, which was very confiftent with there being no
Inlets there, the Waters from which would bave fet it off. The Diftance
that the Indian and Sailor travelled would not exceed fifty Miles ; and
their mentioning the high Mountains to Northward imply, that they
were in a2 more level Country where they were to take this View. Light
all Night, the Snow off the Ground, and the Heighth of Summer there.
It is no vain Conjecture to fuppofe that the Journey was pratticable,
even if performed all the Way by Land, and much eafier, which is not
the leaft improbable, if they had an Opportunity of making Part of ir by
Water. Bernarda proceeding thus far in the Tartarian Sea, and enter-

-ing in Latitude 61, is no Way contradictory to the Ruffian Dilcoveries 3

and by the Tartarian Seais meant, the Sea which wafhes the Northern
Coafts of Tartary, and is fuppofed to extend round the Pole. Thofe
Difcoveries are agreeable to the Fapanefe Map, as to the North-calt
Parts of Afia, and North-weft Parts of America, brought over by Kemper,
and in which Mapthereis expreffed aBranch of the Zartarian Sea or Gulph,
extending to the Southward, agreeable to this Account of de Fonte. Who
calls it, with refpeét to Afia, the North and Eaft Part of the Tartarian
Sea. Which compared with what de Fonte fays, as to failing down the
River to the North-eaft Part of the South Sea, thefe Expreffions caft a
mutual Light on each other, and that the Archipelagus of Saint Lazarus
is a Gulph or Branch of the Sea, in the like Manner.

Places which are in one and the fame Lautude, have not an equal
Degree of Heat or Cold, or are equally fertile or barren, the Difference
in thefe Refpes chiefly confifts in their Situation. The Country of La-
brador, which is to Eaftward of Hudfon's Bay, in Latitude 56, almoft as
high a Latitude as Port Nelfon, is a Country capable of being improved
by Agriculture, and would fupply all the Neceffaries of Life, though
intermixed with rugged and craggy Mountains. The Winter’s not fo
fevere as in the more Southern Parts of Hudf¢uw's Bay, as the Earth
is not froze there, as it is in the fame and lower Latitudes about that
Bay : Alfo People have wintered in the Labrador, wearing only their
ufual Cloathing : Therefore drawing a Parallel between Port Nelfon and
Congffét, as to the Infertility of one, therefore the other being in the

fame
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{ame Latitude, could not produce Maiz to fupply Ronguills, is an Ob
jeftion which ‘hath no Foundation in it. The higher the Latitude the
quicker is the Vegetation ; and as Indian Corn or Maiz may be planted
and gathered in three Months in lower Latitudes, it may be in an equal
or lefs Time in higher Latitudes, in a good Soil. As to Port Velfo, or
York Fort, in Hudfon's Bay, it is a low Country through which two large
Rivers pafs, with the Bay in Front, and nothing is certainly known of
the more inland Parts.

The phyfical Obftacles that are produced againft our giving Credit to
this Account of de Fonte, from the Depth of the Falls at the Entrance of
Lake Belle in the River Parmentiers, and from the River Bernarda pafied
up, are, from not underftanding what is exprefled by the Word Falls
amongft the Americans. They mean by a Fall wherever there is the
leaft Declivity of the Water ; and the Fall of thirty-two Feet in the Ri-
ver Parmentiers, doth not mean a perpendicular Fall, as the Obje&or
would have it underftood, however ridiculous to fuppofe it, but eight
gradual Defcents, from the Beginning of which to the Extremity of the
iaft there was a Difference of thirty-two Feet, and which became level
or even at the Time of high Water.

What Bernarda fays as to his cold Expedition, a Perfon ufed to the
Climate of Perz might juftly fay fo, of the Nights and Evenings
and Mornings, at that Time of the Year, in the Latitude of feventy-
nine, though temperate in Latitude fifty-fix ; and the whole Difpofition
of the Country, the immenfe high Lands, their barren and defert Afpe&,
in Places their Summits covered with perpetual Snow, the Ice fixed to
the Shores, Sheets of floating Ice in the Waters, the immenfe Iflands,
frequently feeing Whales, Sea-horfe, and a great Variety of the Inhabi-
tants of thofe Waters, which do not frequent ‘the Southern Parts: The
Whole a Scene fo different from the Verdure and Delights of ‘the Plains
about Lima, and from the pleafing Views that prefent themielves on run-
ning along the Coafts of Peru, Bernarda might well be affected with fuch
Scene as to exprefs himfelf, that Mankind knew little of the wonderful
Works of God, efpecially near the North and the South Poles. But he
was not fo ignorant as to report, that he faw Mountains of Ice on the
Land, as well as in the Sea, though he might fee them forming between
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Points of Land, which jetted out into the Seas and fuch a Column of
Ice would appear to him as fomething very curious,

-

That thefe Parts were inhabited does not appear, for it was a Native
of Conibaffet that conduéted the Seaman over the Land; and, at that
Seafon of the Year, the freth Waters are thawed, no Snow on the
low and level Lands, only on the extreme Summits of the Hills.

What is objected as to the Affability of the Inhabitants, that it is not
confiftent with the Charatter of the lndians. Hofpitality is the Charac-
teriftick of the Judians towards Strangers, until fuch Time as they are
prejudiced from fome ill Treatment ; and by the Account given by Sir
Francis Drake, as to the Indians of California, and by the Spaniards who
furveyed the Weftern Coafts, and the Iflands lying off, they are repre-
fented in general as a kind, tractable People, and of a docile Temper.

As to the Difpatch ufed by Indians in carrying Expreffes, or their
Runners as they term them, to carry Meflages from one Nation to ano-
ther, they will gird themfelves up with the Rhind of Trees, and keep
going inceffantly great Diftances with a furprifing Agility Night and
Day, taking little either of Sleep or other Refrefhments, and keep a
dire& Courfe, and in the Night fteer either by the Moon or Stars, Nor
is there any Thing miraculous in thefe Journeys, which the Exprefles
performed, either as to Diftance or as to Time, elpecially as they pafied
through a Country abounding with Waters, and which Country being in-
habited they could be fupplied with Canoes, or they would find Floats
at the Places where they ufually pafs the Waters.

Bernarda meeting de Fonte at a Port up the River Rio Jos Reyes, thews
he had Perfons aboard who could direét him there, therefore muft have
been previoufly there; and they can be fuppofed to be no other than the
Jefuits, which is a further Proof of the Jefuits having been before in thefe
Parts. It was confiftent that the Ships fhould join and return home
together. From where Bernarda came to with his Ship was one Hun-
dred and twenty Miles to Conoffer : His Letter from thence was dated
the 29th of Auguft, and de Fonte failed the fecond of September : It may
be fuppofed the Letter came to Hand the firelt of Sepsember, which is

four
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four Days, and the Exprefs had now all the Way by Water, and moftly
againft Stream. -~ De Fonte, t0 (hew that he had preferved the Afiec-
tion of the Natives, mentions that he was accompanied with them ; and
they were of Affiftance to him in the Pilotage down the River. De
Fonte adds, he had fent a Chart with the Letter, which is mifunderftood,
as if fuch Chart had come to the Hands of the Editors ; which will
make this much more demonfirative, Were Words added by them ; but it
was ufual in all the Naval Expeditions to have Perfons aboard whom
they called Cofmograpbers, to take Draughts of Places, and compofc
their Charts, and at that Time a very reputable Employment,

Miguel Venegas, a Mexican Jefuit, publithed at Madrid in 1758, a Na-
tural and Civil Hiftory of California 3 a Tranflation of which was pub-
{ifthed in London in 1759, in two Volumes; and Vol. i. P. 185, fays,
¢ To this Zra (the laft Voyage he mentions was in 1636) belongs the

Contents of a Paper publifhed at London, under the Title of the Nar-
rative of Bartholomew de Fuentes, ‘Commander in Chief of the Navy in
New Spain and Peru, and Prefident of Chili, giving an Account of the
moft remarkable Tranfaétions and Adventures in this Voyage, for the
Difcovery of a Paffage from the Souh Sta, to that of the North in the
Northern Hemifphere, by Order of the Viceroy of Peru inthe Year 1640.
This Writing contains feveral Accounts relating to California ; but
without entering into long Difputes, let it fuffice to fay, that little
Credit is to be given to this Narrative. For the fame Reafon we have
before omitted the Accounts of Voyages made from the South Sea to
the North round beyond California, and thofe of a contrary Direction,
of which an Account is given by Captain Seixas and Lobero, in Thea-
tro Naval, in Spanifp and French ; and particularly of that Spaniard
who is fuppofed, in three Months, to have come from Puerto de Na-
widad and Cabo Corientes to Lifbon. Thefe and other Accounts dif-
perfed in different Books, we defignedly omit, as they want the necef-
fary Authenticity.’

This Work was publifhed with a Defign to induce the Court of Spain
to a further Conqueft of, an intire Reduétion of, and the full fettling
of California, as of the utmoft Importance to Religion and the State;
and one of the Arguments is, for their immediate putting what he re-
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commends ‘in Execution, the repeated Attempts of ile Englifp to find
a Paffage into the South Sea.  And obferves, ¢ Should they one Day fuc
¢ ceed in this, why may not the Engli/b come down through their Con-
¢ quefts, and even make themfelves Matters of New Mexico, €9¢.> which
implies, that he did not look on fuch an Attempt as void of all Hopes
of Succefs ; and he again fays, © Whoever is acquainted with the pre-
¢ fent Difpofition of the Zngli/h Nation, and has heard with what Zeal
¢ and Ardour the Project for a North-weft Paffage has been efpoufed by
¢ many confiderable Perfons, will be convincéd that the Scheme is not
¢ romantick, and it would not be furprizing if the Execution of it thould
¢ one Day come under Deliberation.” Thus artfully hints, fhould the
Scheme come ‘under Deliberation, the Event would be to be feared;
and though he afcribes his Opinion of its not being romantick, is, to
many confiderable Perfons having efpoufed the Scheme, yet he tacitly ap-
plies to their own Knowledge, to what the Court of Spain knows as to
this Paffage. He then proceeds, ¢ If this thould ever happen,’ the De-
liberation, ¢ what would be the Condition of our Pofleflions ?” The
Deliberation would, from Confequences that would follow on fuch a
Deliberation, endanger our Poffeflions.

Don Cortez informed the King, by a Letter of the 15th of OZober
1524, that he was building two Ships, to get a Knowledge of the Coaft
yet undifcovered between the River of Panaco and Florida, and from
thence to the Northern Coaft of the faid Country of Florida, as far as
the Baccaloo, ¢ It being certain, as he exprefles himfelf, that on that
¢ Coaft is a Streight running into the South Sea’—¢ God grant that the
¢ Squadron may compafs the End for which it is defigned, namely, to
¢ difcover the Streight, which I am fully perfuaded they will do, be-
¢ caufe in the Royal Concerns of your Majefty nothing can be con-
¢ cealed ; and no Diligence or Neceflaries fhall be wanting in me to ef-
¢ fet it.” Again, ¢ I hereby inform your Majefty, that by the Intelli-
¢ gence I have received of the Countries on the upper Coaft of the
¢ fending’ the Ships along, it will be attended with great Advantage to
¢ me, and no lefs to your Majefty. But acquainted as I am with your
¢ Majefty’s Defire of knowing this Streight, and likewife of the great
«.Service it would be to your Royal Crown.” Vol. i. P. 130.

M Agreeable
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Agreeable to this Letter feveral Attempts were made by Sea to diico-
ver whether Floride was Part of the Continent, or feparated by a Streight ;
but whether Cortez purfued his Defign by fearching between Florida
along the Coaft of Baccaloos, Newfoundland, and the Terra de Labrador,
for a Streight, by which there was a Paffage from the North to the
South Sea is uncertain.  New Spain comprehended the Country from the
Cape of Labrador to the Cape de los Martires, or of Martyrs, oppofite to
the Ifland of Cuba. From thence to the Streights of Magellan was.
called Florida.

The King of Portugal, with a View of finding a fhorter Paffage to
thofe Parts of the Indies, which he had difcovered, than by the Cape of
Good Hope, fent, in the Year fifteen Hundred, Gafper de Corte Real to
the North of America, who landed on the Terra de Ladrader , alfo gave
lis Name to a Promontory on that Coaft which he called Promosterium
Corteriale. ‘The Name of Labrader implies a fertile Country, and given
in Diftinétion from the high barren mountainous Country to Northward,
which Gafper difcovered in Latitude fixty, and to the Southward of it.
But this Diftin&ion feems to have been foon loft, and the Name of La-
brador 1s now given to the whole Coatt.

From the Knowledge we have of thefe Parts we may conclude, that.
the Promonterium Corterialée was what we at prefent name Cape Chidley,
and the IQands de Demonias, where Gafper loft a Vefiel, thofe Iflands
now named Button’s Iands; and it was Hudfon’s Streights to which he
gave the Name of the River of the Three Brothers, though the Reafon
of his giving that Name is not known to us.

We may perceive from this Account of Gafper’s Voyage; who did not
procecu to Weftward to make a Paffage, but coafted down the main
L.and, the Accounts of their being a Poriuguefe who made a Voyage
through the Streights of Awign, calling a Promontory after his Name
Promonterium Corteriale, hath had fome Foundation in Truths:and in
what is faid by Frifius, an antient Geographer, calling it the Streights
of Tbree Brothers, or dnian (which that Word imports) becaufe three
Brothers had paffed through a Streight from the Nerth ito. the South Sta.
It is alfo apparent that the¢ Name of Awian was firft given by Gafper

Corterialis
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Cortericlis (for fome particular Reafon unknown to us) to that Part,
which is now Hudfon’s Streights. Though in Time this became a proper
Name''to exprefs a Streight by which there is a Paffage from the Norzh
to the South Sea, and is contended for to be the proper Name of
the Streight that divides 4fia from America, by which there is a Com-
munication with the Tarterian and Southern Ocean. After a Difcovery
of thefe Coafts had been made to Northward, the following Year the
King of Portugal fent Americus Ve/pufino to Southward, to difcover the
Land there.

Cortez’s Defigns feem to have their Foundation in thefe Expeditions
of the Portuguefe ; but it was not until after the Year 1513, that the
South Sea was difcovered, and the Portugueze had difcovered the Azs-
luccas, that the finding a Streight to the Northward, by which a Paffage
might be made to the Sourh Sea, became a Matter of particular Atten-
tion, and was the firft and principal Objett of Cortez’s Attention after

he had become Matfter of the Capital of Mexico in 1521 ; and this Opi-
nion of a Paffage to Northward continued during the Reign of Charles
the Fifth, Who in the Year 1524 fent from O/ Spain to difcover a Paf-
fage to the Moluccas by the North of America, without Succefs; but
Efteven Gomez, who was fent on that Expedition, brought fome Indians
home with him. Then in the Year 1526 Charles the Fifth wrote to Cor-
fez, in Anfwer to his Letters, and orders him to fend the Ships at Zs-
¢apila to difcover a Paffage from New Spain to the Moluccas.

From this Time, the Year 1526, the Opinion of there being a Streight
was generally received, though on what Foundation does -not appear.
It-was certainly on fome better Reafon than Gafper’s Diicoveries ; and a
Confideration of the Importance fuch a Paffage would be of to the King
.of Spain with refpeét to the Spice Iflands. It is confiftent with the Cha-
ratters of the Emperor Charles the Fifth, and of Cortez, when there were
fo many other folid Proje¢ts to purfue and this was preferred, to fuppofe
that they fhould go, at that Time, on a meer vifionary Scheme.

The fame Opinion of a Paffage to Northward prevailed in the Time

of Philip the Second, and in the Year 1596 he fent Orders.to the Vice-
M 2 roy
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roy of Mexico for difcovering and making Settiements in proper Parts of
California, and one Reafon afligned was, ¢ There was much Talk about
¢ the Streight of Anian, through which the South Sea was faid to com-
municate with that of the North, near Newfoundland ; and fhould the
Engli/b find out a practicable Paffage on that Side, our Dominions,
which then included all Pertuguefe India, would be no longer fecure,
all the Coaft from Acapulco to Culiacan being quite defencelefs, and
from Culiacan Northward, not one fingle Settlement was made on the
whole Coaft’ Hift. Cal. V.i. P. 163. That now not only the Opi-
nion -of there being a Streight prevailed,, but it was allo fixed as to the
Part, and-had the Name of Anian.

The Opinion of a Paffage ftill exifted in the Reign of Philip the
Third ; and the fame political Motives induced him to order the Con-
quett of California to be undertaken with all poffible Expedition; and
one Reafon affigned is, ¢ His Majefty alfo found among other Papers a
¢ Narrative delivered by fome Foreigners to his Father, giving an' Ac-
¢ count of many remarkable Particulars which they faw in that Country,

« when driven thither by Strefs of Weather from the Coaft of Newfound-
“ land; adding, they had pafled from the North Sea to the South, by
¢ the Streight of Anian, which lies beyond Cape Mendecino and that
« they Had arrived at a populous and opulent City, walled and well
« fortified, the Inhabitants living under a regular Policy, and were a fen-
¢ fible and courteous People ; with many other Particulars well worth
¢ a further Enquiry.” It muft be confidered this is given us in"the Hi-
flory of California, V. ii. P. 239, from the Monarchia Indiana of Fuan
Torquemada, a learned Francifean, publified at Madrid in 1613, and
republifhed in 1723, Vol. i. P. 629, That a Paper of this Sort was found
in the Cabinet of Ppilip.the Second, was thought deferving the Atten-
tion of Philipthe Third. However the Matter of it is reprefented here,
for nothing could be publithed but what was firft perufed and altered;
fo as to make it confiftent with the Intereft of Holy Church; the State;
or good Manaers, before itwas licenfed, fuchiPaper muft have contained
fome material Intelligence as to a Paffage ; and it is faid to ‘have con-
tained Jome remarkable Particulars. Neither would the Work have been
licenfed, if what is rcated’as to-their having been-{fuch a Paper, had.
oot been true.

Torquemada,




¢ i85 )

Torquemada, Vol. 1. P. 20, quotes Francifco Lopez de Gomara, deemed
a careful Writer, and Author of the Hiftory of the Judies. Who fays the
‘Snowy Mountains are in forty Degrees, and the furthermoft Land that is
laid down in our Maps ; but the Coaft runs to the Northward until it
comes to form an Ifland by the Labrador, or as feparated from Greenland ;
and this Extremity of the Land is five Hundred and ten L.eagues inLength.

As to what is faid as to the Latitudé of forty Degrees in this Quota-
tion from Gomara, Torquemada hath prefixed a Map to his Work, agree-
able to that formed by the King’s Cofmographers, in which he hath
made the. moft Weftern and Northern Part of . the Land in almoft forty-
feven Degrees, and then the Land trends to the Eaftward, and the Ser-
ras Nevadas are reprefented to extend a great Length along the Coatt,
and to Latitude 57 Degrees. . Mentions, Vol. i. P. 16, the Royal Cofmo-
graphers do not infert any Thing in. their Charts of the Sea Coafts but
what they have upon-Oath, or from creditable Perfons; and ¢ They make
¢ :a Supputation-in the Northern Parts of Iflands, which do not lie near or
¢ contiguous to the Lands of Europe 5 as to which Iflands, not long fince
¢ difcovered, the one is called Iceland, the other Greenland, which are
¢ the Bounds, Limits, or Marks, that divide the Land. of .the Indies
« from any-other Part_howfoever fituated or difpofed;’ afterwards ob-
ferves, which Iflands are not far from the Labrador; from which it is
plain he calls America an Ifland.. And this is agreeable to what Zcoffa
fays, in the Senfe which I underftand him, that Quivira and Anian extend
to the Weftern Extremity of America s and ‘that the Extremity of the
Kingdom of Anian to the North extends under the Polar or Artick Circle,
and, if the Sea did not prevent it, would be found to join the Countries
of Tartary and China ; and the Streight of Anian takes its Courfe through
the Northern Region, under the Polar Circle, towards Greenland, Iceland,
England, and to the Northern Parts of Spain. = By Greenland 1 under-
ftand the Land to Northward, which is the North Part of Hudfon’s
Streights, and Cumberland Iles'; and thatthis Streight fhould determine
here is agreeable to what Cortez fays he would fend to fearch as far as
the Baccallaos, (which was a.Name given by Cabot in 1496) for the
Streight by which he expected a Paffage from theé North to the South Sea.
By Tceland is meanty as is apparent from aView of fuch Map hereunto an-
nexed, the Land to Northward of Cape Farewel, or the Proper Greenlard.

Gomara .
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Gomara mentions thefe Ilands had not been long difcovered, It is ap-
parent from' the Map, that they had a very imperfect Account of thefe
Difcoveries, which were made by Frodifoer and Davis, who alfo were far
from being exact in their Computations of the Longitude.

In this Map prefixed to Torquemada’s Work, and here annexed, the
Southern Part of Newfoundland is laid down in Lat. 55, nine Degrees more
to the Northward than it aught to be, for which Reafon the Laérador, Green-
land, and Iceland, are placed much further to Northward than they ought
to be placed, and are made to extend beyond the Polar Circle. It is from
this Suppofition of Newfoundland being in {o high a Latitude that Zeoffa
{ays, the Streight of Anian takes its Courfe through the Northern Re-
gion under the Polar Circle towards Greenland and Iceland. In the fame
Map the extremeft Point of California, anfwerable to Cape St. Lucas, is
laid down in Longitude 105 Degrees from the Meridian of Ferro, and

+the Extremity of the Land to Weftward a Cape to Northward of Cape
Fortunes, but to which no Name is given, and in Latitude 47, is placed
in 135 Degrees from the Meridian of Ferro ; the Difference of Longitude
is 30 Degrees. This Map, publithed by Torquemads, was conftructed
before the Year 1612, therefore prior to a Map publithed in Ho/land in
1619, under the Title of Nove Totius Orbis Defcriptio, prefixed to the
Voyage of George Spilbergen, in which the Errors of Torquemada’s Map,
as to the Situation of Newfoundland, and the Places to Northward are
correfted ; yet great Errors are committed as to the Parts to Weftward
of America, making eighty-five Degrees of Longitude between Cape Sz,
Lucas and the Extremity of the Land to Weftward and Northward in
Lat. 42 ; and ninety-five Degrees between Cape §z. Lucas and the Ex-
tremity of the Land neareft to 4fia. The Reafon of this Difference is
plain, they both err with refpect to thofe Parts, of which they had not
authenticated Accounts.

Cortez wrote to the Emperor that he had fent People on Difco-
very, both by Land and Water, it was not defigned that their Dif-
coveries fhould be communicated, as .Cortez intended to turn them
to his own private Advantage. But when Mendoza fitted out two Ar-
maments, one by Land under the Command of Coronado, and the
other by Sea under Alarcon; Alarcon was ordered to Latitude 53, to
join the Land Forces, and to make a Survey of the Coaft, and fee if

there
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there was a Paffage or a Communication by Water through thofe Coun-
tries which Coronada was to difcover and fubdue, with the Sonzh Sea. As

to Coronade, the Francifcans had been before in thofe Parts, and they

gave Information and Direétion as to his Part of the Expedition; but as

to the Part that Alarcon had, on what Information he was ordered to go
to Latitude 53, and what Probability there was that it was poffible for

him to find fuch Paffage, and join the Land Forces, does not appear.

But from his not finding fuch Paflage, not joining the Latid Forces, and

proceeding no further than the Lat. 36, though his Reafon for not going

further is, that the Land then trended to the Northward, which

he fuppofed would put him further off from the Army, whom he

knew were in ten Days March of him, and the Excufe of Sicknefs and

ill Condition of his Veflels, occafioned him to return before his

Time; yet his Condué threw the whole Difgrace of the ill Succefs of
that Expedition on Alarcon, both with. the Emperor and the Viceroy :

And what he wrote to the Emperor was not attended to. He wrote to

the Emperor, ¢ That it was for him only, and not in Subordination to

¢-the Viceroy, .that he had conquered, difcovered, and entered on the

¢ Californias, and all. thofe Lands on the Coalts of the South Sea ; that

¢ he had learnt that fome of thofe Lands were not far from the Coafts

¢-of Grand China; that there was but a {fmall Navigation to the Spice

¢ Iflands, which he knew was wifhed for at that Time; that it engaged

¢<-all his Thoughts, and was his moft ardent Defire to undertake fuch

«-Navigation.” Zorquem. Vol.i. P. 60g.

On Alarcon’s Return Fuan Rodrigue de Cabrillo was fitted ‘out, who
went as far.as Lat. 44. Sicknefs, Want of Provifions, and his Ships
not being of fufficient Strength for thofe Northern Seas, obliged him to
return, though he.was defigned to go further to Northward. The Ships
returning from the Philippines, which was alfo an Expedition in the Time
of Viceroythip of Mendoza, fell in with the Land in Lat. 42, and found
it all to be Terra Firma, from a Cape there, which they named Mendo-
cino to the Port of La Navidad. In 1602 Vizcaino went, and then the
Difcovery was made by Martin de Aguilar 5 and Torquemads tells us,
Vol. i. Lib. 5. P.725. That if there had not been, only fourteen healthy
Perfons when they were at Cape Blanco, they were refolved to pafs thro’
the Streight, which they named Arian, and which Streight 1s faid to be
there; and P. 719, fpeaking of .the Entrance of Martin Aguilar, it 1s »

43 underftood
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there was a Paffage or a Communication by Water through thofe Coun-
tries which Coronada was to difcover and fubdue, with the Sonzh Sea. As

to Coronade, the Francifcans had been before in thofe Parts, and they

gave Information and Direétion as to his Part of the Expedition; but as

to the Part that Alarcon had, on what Information he was ordered to go
to Latitude 53, and what Probability there was that it was poffible for

him to find fuch Paffage, and join the Land Forces, does not appear.

But from his not finding fuch Paflage, not joining the Latid Forces, and

proceeding no further than the Lat. 36, though his Reafon for not going

further is, that the Land then trended to the Northward, which

he fuppofed would put him further off from the Army, whom he

knew were in ten Days March of him, and the Excufe of Sicknefs and

ill Condition of his Veflels, occafioned him to return before his

Time; yet his Condué threw the whole Difgrace of the ill Succefs of
that Expedition on Alarcon, both with. the Emperor and the Viceroy :

And what he wrote to the Emperor was not attended to. He wrote to

the Emperor, ¢ That it was for him only, and not in Subordination to

¢-the Viceroy, .that he had conquered, difcovered, and entered on the

¢ Californias, and all. thofe Lands on the Coalts of the South Sea ; that

¢ he had learnt that fome of thofe Lands were not far from the Coafts

¢-of Grand China; that there was but a {fmall Navigation to the Spice

¢ Iflands, which he knew was wifhed for at that Time; that it engaged

¢<-all his Thoughts, and was his moft ardent Defire to undertake fuch

«-Navigation.” Zorquem. Vol.i. P. 60g.

On Alarcon’s Return Fuan Rodrigue de Cabrillo was fitted ‘out, who
went as far.as Lat. 44. Sicknefs, Want of Provifions, and his Ships
not being of fufficient Strength for thofe Northern Seas, obliged him to
return, though he.was defigned to go further to Northward. The Ships
returning from the Philippines, which was alfo an Expedition in the Time
of Viceroythip of Mendoza, fell in with the Land in Lat. 42, and found
it all to be Terra Firma, from a Cape there, which they named Mendo-
cino to the Port of La Navidad. In 1602 Vizcaino went, and then the
Difcovery was made by Martin de Aguilar 5 and Torquemads tells us,
Vol. i. Lib. 5. P.725. That if there had not been, only fourteen healthy
Perfons when they were at Cape Blanco, they were refolved to pafs thro’
the Streight, which they named Arian, and which Streight 1s faid to be
there; and P. 719, fpeaking of .the Entrance of Martin Aguilar, it 1s »
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anderftood to be a River, by which you may pafs to a great City, which
the Ilollanders difcovered coming through the Streight, which is the
Streight of Anian, and which City, he fays, was named Quivira.

Thefe Voyages, and we have Accounts of no others, could not have
furnifhed the Cofmographers the principal Materials for compofing their
Map, and it muft haye been agreeable to thofe Materials, befides the
Accounts of thefe Voyages fent to Old Spain, that they fet down the
utmoft Limits of the Weftern Coaft to be in the Longitude of 133
Degrees from the Meridian of Ferro. Therefore it was their Opinion
at that Time that one Hundred and thirty-five Degrees was near the
Difference of Longitude of the Entrance of the Streight of Awian in
the South Sea, accounting the Longitude from the Meridian of Ferro.
For which Reafon the Spaniards can never be underftood to mean by the
Streight of Anian the Streight which feparates 4fia and America, now
named Beering’s Streight, and by which there is a Communication be-
tween the Sea of Tartary, or the Frozen Ocean, and the South Sea.

It is fomething remarkable, and fupports what hath been before faid
as to Deficiency of the Spanifb Records, what Jefuit Venegas, the Author
of the Hiftory of California, fays, Vol. ii. P. 228, ¢ I was extremely
¢ defirous of finding Capt. Sebaftian Vizcaino’s Narrative, and the Re-
¢ prefentations of the Council to his Majefty Philip the Third, efpecially
¢ the Maps, Plans, Charts of his Voyage and Difcoveries, in order to
¢ communicate the Whole to the Publick. Accordingly at my Requeft
¢ Scarch was made in the Secretary’s Office of the Council of the Indies :

But in this'Intention of being ferviceable to the Publick I have been
< difappointed.” And he again obferves, on the Governor of Cinaloa
being ordered to pafs over and take a Survey of the Coafts, Iflands,
Bays, Creeks, and the Difpofition of the Ground of California, in the
Year 1642, Vol. i. P. 188, ¢ There would have been little Occafion,
¢ fays he, for this preparatory Survey, after fo many others which had

been continually making for above a Century, had the Reports, Nar-

ratives, Charts, Draughts and Maps, which were made, or fhould
have been made, by fo many Difcoveries ftill continued in being.

But thefe are-the Effe&ts of a Want of a proper Care in preferving Pa-

pers, a Fault to be regretted by Perfons in Power, to whom they
would be of Service in the Conduct of Affairs, and by private Per-

“ fons,
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¢ fons, on the Account of their Intereft, or as Entertainments of a com-
« mendable Curiofity’—¢ But by the Lofs of fome Papers, either thro®
~ L I v ninant - ArTesoniatatio ]
¢ a Change in the Government, or Irregularity in the Records, the whole
< Advantage of an Expedition is loft.’

From this Declaration by one who being a Jefuit, and of Mexico,
compofing a Work entirely for the publick Service, under the Direction
of the Jefuits ; by their Influence could attain the Sight of any Papers
which were thought interefting as to the Work he was compofing ; and
his laft Refleftion is not confined to the Records of 0/d Spain only; it
is apparent what Uncertainty there is of attaining any Evidence from fuch
Records, as to the Dilcoveries made in the firft Century after the Con-
queft of Mexico, and for a long Time after. The Narrative of Vizcaino's
Voyage, and every Thing thereto relating, as to any remaining Records
might have become difputable, had not Torguemada colle@ed it, and pub-
lithed it amongft other Accounts; yet what Teorquemada hath preferved
is but imperfect, as is apparent from a Journal of that Voyage, preferved
in a private Hand at Aenille, and a Sight of large Extracts from
which the Author hath been favoured by a Gentleman in London. It is
owing to what Zorquemada and fome others have colletted of the Ac
counts which the Religious were the Authors of; that the Publick have
the Accounts of thofe Parts; but fuch Voyages and Accounts as have
not met with the fame Means of being preferved, the Publick, from
fuch Neglett, know nothing of them. It is plain from Gomara’s Ac-
count, alfo from Acgffa’s, that great Difcoveries had been made in thefe
Parts, but as to many of fuch Difcoveries, by whom is not known
and Penegas {ays, Vol. 1. P. 30, the River Santo Thome was difcovered in
the Year 1684 ; ¢ And tho’I do not find, fays he, in the Narratives of
¢ of that Expedition (of Admiral Otondo) that Otondo ever went afhore
¢ only to vifit the Harbours of the Eaftern Coaft and the Gulph ; yet
¢ from the ardent Curiofity of Father Kino, and the great Concern he

had in the Affairs of Califormia, I cannot think that he {hould I

miftaken in any Particular relating to the Difcovery: That Father

Kino, both in his large Manufcript Map, and likewile in the lefler Im-

preffion, places the River of Santo Thome as rifing between the 26th
and 27th Degrees of N. Latitude, and, after croffing the whole Penin-
N ¢ fula,




( g0 )

fula, difcharging itfelf into the South Sea, in the'26th Deg. and form-
ing at its Mouth a large Harbour, which he L‘lll. Peurto de Anno Newvo,
being difcovered in the Year 1685. On both Sides the River are
Lllr111141\ Villages, as is evident from their Names; Santiago, Sants*
Innocentes, ¢, _\'ct, in the Accounts of that Time, I do not meet with
any Intelligence of this Difcovery ; to which I muft add, that in the
fubfequent Relations no mention is made of any fuch River, Settle--
ments or Harbours, though even little Brooks, are taken Notice of)?
And he obferves many cther Difficulties occur about this Coaft. This
Harbour made by the River Seunto Theme, is evidently that which de
Fonte and others call Chriflabel. Some Settlements had been made there,
as thefe Names were given, but either deferted from the Barrennefs of
the Country, or had been only frequented by thofe who went out private
Adventurers, in order to trade with the Natives. Butas to which Ri-
ver, Settlements and Harbour, were not the Names preferved by Fa-
ther Kino, it would not have been known that any Perfons had been in
thofe interior Parts of California, or that there were fuch Rivers and
Harbours. Father Kino looked upon it asa Thing fo well known, as
he had no Occafion to defend himfelf, by giving the Reafon of his
inferting thofe Names to proteét himfelf from the Reproach of Pofte-
rity. And Venegas before tells us, that as to the Difcoveries which had.
been made for a Century pafled, .the Papers were loft.

Between the Year fixteen Hundred and eighty-five, and the Time of
"‘:‘.-"j.rw’c Publication, though in the Year fixteen Hundred and eighty-
i 18 well known that there was fuch aRiver as §2. Zhome, this Ri-
sloded ourt of the Maps by the Geographers, on Account of the

':151:.1‘.' , not duly confidering that there was as.full'a Proof as could

> required with 1-.11 eft to fo unfrequented a Part, The Account being

Perfon whofe Bufinefs it was to make Obfervations there, who

had been fo laborious and accurate as to difcover, what had been {o

1. 1

ired to be known, whether Califorsnia was an Ifland or not

t, as

51 he was believed; and the Truth hath been confirmed | by later
(,‘L fervations of what he had reported, That it was'notan Ifland. Therefore
there was no Foundation for any Uncertainty in this Cafe, the fame as
with refpect to the Letter of de Fonte, owing to the Neglett of a pro-

pet




per Enquiry into the Circumftances relati in

Uncertaint v would have been removed.

What hath been faid is to fhew that the A ¢
a Strefs 1s laid, that th-c!c- is no Account of
Spenifb Records, is an Argument of no Weipl
of this Account ; and that as a Publication of this Voy
mitted, an Account of fuch V oyage could not be perp
ligious, the only probable 1 ’I\.'ms at that Time of ln‘cem“ci:‘. i
livion. As it was intended what was the Effect of this Expedition fho
be kept a Secret, it is not confiftent there fhould be many written Ac-
counts of it; the Officers concerned would be cautious of letting T'ran-
fcripts be made from their Journals ; and it may be attributed to an ex-
traordinary Accident, rather than to what could be expeéted, that a
Copy of the Letter of de Fonte thould ever come into the Poffeflion of

the Englifh.

Thefe Obfervations being previoufly made, we are better ena ble
confider, what we have bttou. inferted, the Obje@ion of Zeneras for not
inferting this Account of de Fonte, as being of little Credit ; bw he feems
rather to wifh that we would be of his Opinion, than to imagine that

>

he could convince us by any / Arguments ; therefore excufes himfelf

to the Length of the Difpute he might be engaged in. His Manner
exprefling himfelf with refpect to this IJJI.-.pp.nnLn ent in tl

Office, fhews he hath a Manner of Addrefs that his Words will ad

a further conftrutive Meaning than what is fet down. The principa
ject of his Writing is to incite the Court of Spain to preparec

1e -,'(,l-.]‘f..._..., -

o by

againft the ill Conf:qucncu of the Englif/h making a Difc overy ¢

fage ; and he is to be underftood, tIml it is not only his Op

the finding of fuch a Paflage is practicable, but he :‘L}}E‘-i'cl‘-,;'!l_'.ﬁ- it i
the Opinion of the Court alfo. Declares, that fuch Opu

vailed from the frit fettling of Mexico, and that there reall y is a Pafi;

in {fuch a Manner as a Perfon who publithed an Account of this Sort
would be permitted to exprefs himfelf, to have it pafs the Approbation
of the Licenfer; and does not defire to fupprels the Account of de Fonte
as it is an abfolute Contradition to what he would infer, there being a
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Paffage, and in fuch Letter it is declared there is no North-weft Paflage.
For he muft have had further and better Authorities for his Affertions

of there being a Paffage than fuch, as that fingle Affertion would pre-

vail againft. But defired to fupprefs this Account, as it was an Account
which he knew it was more confiftent with the Defigns of the Court, it
{hould be continued in Oblivion than revived. Mentions it therefore as
the Centents of a Paper publifhed in London, which centained a Narrative
of little Credit; and to give the better Authority to what he fays, as he
could not truflt to the Opinion that might be had of fuch Account on
a fair Reprefentation of the Title; to fupport the Character he gave of
it, therefore ufes Art, mifreprefenting fuch Title; fays it was by Orderof
the Viceroy of Peru, in the Year 1640, and giving an Hccount of the mofi
material Tranfattions and Adventures in this Voyage. Was the Letter fo
entituled, the Tranfadions and Adventures of a Commander in Chief of
the Navy, in New Spain, he would not be fingular in his Opinion, but
it would be underftood by every one as a Romance, and not deferving
of Credit.

This Mifreprefentation is intentionally done ; for if he never faw
the Letter, or had not a right Account of it, on what Authority could
he affert it was of little Credit; and that it would engage him in 2
long Difpute, a Difpute which his Sagacity would point out to him
how to determine in a very few Lines, by proving that there was no
fuch Perfon as de Fonte, Admiral of New Spain; which it was in his
Power to do had it been the Cafe. But what he mentions is fo far from
a Denial of there being fuch a Perfon Admiral of New. Spain, that he
gives us the Name, and fets forth the Chara&er de Fonte was in, in &
more proper Manner than we have it expreffed in the Title of the Let-
ter. Bartbolomew de Fuentes, Commander in Chief of the Navy in New
Spain and Peru, and Prefident of Chili ; and he is to be underftood not
to mean that there was no fuch Perfon, but that the Narrative is not
credible as to any fuch Voyage having been made by Admiral de Fonte.

By a Schedule of the King of Spain in 1606 to the Governor of the
Philippines, Vizcaino was to be again fitted out to difcover a Harbour
on the Weftern Coaft of California, for the Reception of the dquapuico
- Ship t
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Ship ; but the Death of Vizcaino prevented that Defign being carried into
Execution; as the Court had found fo many Difappointments, and fuch
ill Succefs in thefe Undertakings, they did not think proper to entruft it
to any other Perfon in the Phbilippines or New Spain. And Venegas fays,
Hift of Cal. Vol. 1, P. 180, ¢ During the fucceeding nine Years incon-
¢ fiderable Voyages only were made to Ca/ifornia, and thefe rather to fith
¢ for Pearls, or procure them by Barter, than to make any Settlement,
¢« and therefore they have been thought below any feparate Account,
¢ efpecially as in the fubfequent Royal Commiffions they are only men-
¢ tioned in general without any Circumftances.” Though Commiffions
were given to go into thefe Parts, without any Account remaining to
whom, and on what particular Occafion ; it is not to be doubted as in all
Commififions of this Nature they would be under an Obligation to make
a Report to the Court, and it is not to- be underftood that thefe Com-
miflions were continued for nine Years only; and therefore what hath
been faid as to Parmentiers and the Jefuits, their having been in
thefe Parts, is not the leaft improbable. By thele Commiffions they
were not confined to the Gulph of California, is evident from Father
Kino, as- already mentioned, giving Names in his Map to Villages, o
occafional Settlements rather, on the River Sante Thome : And he fays,
P. 299, what made Father Kino defirous of difcovering whether California
was an Ifland or not, ¢ That all the Moderns had placed it as an Ifland,
¢ there being extant alfo fome Journals of Mariners, according to which
¢ they went round California through a Streight, and gave the Parts and
¢ Places through which they paffed their own Names.” It appears from
this Account they were permitted, by thefe Commiffions, to rove about,

though not to make Settlements, induced by their private Advantage,

and the Advantage to the Government was from their Difcoveries. - Alfo
Vol.i. P. 182, he mentions, ¢ That a great many private Perfons, from
¢ the Coaft of Culiacan and Chametla, made Trips in fmall Boats to the
¢ Coaft of California, either to fifh for Pearls, or purchafe them of the
¢ Indians y which is agreeable to de Fonte’s Account of the Mafter and
Mariners he procured at Zalagua and Compoftile. We may alfo obferve
what the Miflionaries fay, as to the Tides at the Head of the Bay, which
{till adds to the Authenticity of this Account. *1In Hofe Packs the Tida

fl

{hifts

(3




> Flood, with a frightful-Impetuofity, rifes
, overflowing the flat Ccmn*r" for fome
n:u.:':-‘u ly returns with the fame dangerous

iolence.—However the Pilot went on Shore in . the Pl]’]Il;lCC, at {feve-

Parts, in order to make a complete Drawing of -it for his Chart;

convinced that this Cape was the Extremity of the Gulph

and that the Waters beyond it were thofe of the River

["herefore it was, from the exaét Obfervation of the Tide

t took fo much Pains to make, an unfettled Point from

ide proceeded. Which, at the Time of de Fonte's Expedi-

faid to come from the Northward, agreeable to the then pre-

iion of Califernia being an Ifland. _According to the ufual

hough the true Caufe of a Phznomena is unknown, to quote

iomena that favours a Syftem which there is a Defire to efta-

olith as a Truth, not only in fupport of but to confirm fuch Syftem,
der the Truth of it unqueftionable.

After Vizecaind’s Death, and though the Court of Spain was difappointed
as to finding able and fufficient Perfons in New Spain whom they could
intruft, yet Adventures were made by private Perfons, at their own Ex-
pence, both for Difcovery and Settlements ; yc: thefe could not be un-
dertaken without the Permiffion of his Majefty, who had taken it into
his own Hand to grant fuch Commiffions, and moftly required a V oyage
to Old Spain to attain them; and the next Expedition that was made, at
the Crown’s l "]':r-m‘c was cnnc!ucﬁtcd by an Admiral from O/d Spain,
who arrived in New Spain in 1643, Admiral Caffanate, with full Power

> a Fleet, and make Settlements in Cgi lifornia

L("II
=
I

Y,
i
and he failed on fucl
that there were Ships at that Time 1n New Spain proper for {fuch Ex-

1 Expedition in 1644. By which it is a},pmcnz
peditions. As lur came into thefe Parts within three Years after de
Fonte's Expedit and took the Command as Admiral of New Spain
when he ;u'r.\'('d, it is to be fuppofed the Expedition Caffanate was fent
on was too fatiguing for de Fonte, who was therefore retired to his Go-
vernment of Caf-;.-'f. In the Year 1649 Admiral Caffenate, in Reward for
his Services, being after the fame Manner promoted to the Government

6 of
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of Chili, de Fonte muft be dead at that Time. This Circumftance fixes
the Period in which the Copy of this Letter was taken.

As what Venegas fays as to the Account (which Account hath been
before mentioned) given by Seyxas y Lovera, as to its vanting the necef*
fary Authenticity. Befides the ufual Licences, wherein the L.icencers
declare there is nothing contrary to. good Manners, and befides being

-

dedicated to the King in his Royal and Supreme Council of the Indies

Seyxas’s Book hath the Licence and Approbation of the Profeilor of Di-

vinity in the Univerfity of Alcara, Preacherto the King, and Principal
of a College of" Jefuits in Madrid. - Hath alfo the Approbation and Li-
cence of the Profefior of Erudition and Mathematicks in the Imperial
College of the Company of the Jefuits at Madrid. What unfavourable
Opinion foever we may entertain of the Principles of thefe Perfons
muft have fuch an Opinion of their Prudence, that they would not
their Approbation to a Book while it contained an unnece!

which could be eafily expunged, or until they were f

Authenticity of this Account which Seyxas gives of Peche’s

ing been publithed in various Places. And it is indifputabl
Countenance his Book received, he was looked on at that Time as

{ferving honeft Man.

Venegas defignedly omits other Accounts difperfed in various Books

for Want of neceffary Authenticity; but it is not to be underftood that

he abfolutely denies that fuch Accounts are true. Neither
great an Improbability in fuch Difcoveries having been made
L= v o

of thefe Accounts mention, as is imagined, wher

confidered.

We have already mentioned one Account
tion of the Kii a of Spain, therefore mul
There is another Account
prefented) of a Ship that, I
Coaft of Califernia, pafled through the Streight into the North
to O/d Spain, which was alfo made known to the King of Sy

1
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Moft of the Difcoveries are reported to have been made by Ships
coming from the Moluccas, or from the Philippine INands to the Eaft-
ward, and which have met with bad Weather., And what, in thofe Times,
Ships were neceffitated to do, if there was a Continuance of hard Gales
of Wind, we may learn from the Schedule of Philip the Third, Hiftory
of California, Vol.i. P. 175, after mentioning a Harbour found by Viz-
caino, on the Weftern Coaft of California, adds, ¢ And lies very conve-

nient for Ships returning from the Philippine 1flands to put into, and

thus, in cafe of Storms, avoid the Neceflity of making for Fapan, as
they have feveral Times done, and expended great Sums of Money.

Befides, they ufually have Sight of the Coaft of China, which is an

additional Benefit, as knowing where they are, they will not as for-

merly, in cafe of bad Weather, make for Fapan, or thofe Iflands, as
the fame Winds which would carry them thither, bring them into this

Harbour. Again, P. 177, confidering how much it concerns the Se-

curity of Ships coming from thofe IfNlands, in a Voyage of no lefs than

2000 Leagues, on a wide and tempeftuous Sea, that they fhould be

provided with a Port where they might put in and furnifh themfelves

with Water, Wood, and Provifions: That the faid Port of Monterey
lies in 37 Degrees, nearly about half Way the Voyage.’

A Ship flying before the Wind, and the People fteering her towards
the Coaft of America, tO avoid Fapan and the Iflands, making a Cape
Land on the Coaft of California, would run for what they fuppofed a
Harbour, and the bad Weather continuing might proceed up the Bay
or Opening they were then in, to meet with the Inhabitants, in order

- to obtain Refrefhments, and to learn where they were, by which Means
fnd a Paffage.  As Ships were diftreffed in hard Gales‘of Wind, in the
Manner the Schedule mentions, there is no Improbability of a Paflage
being firft accidentally difcovered by a fingle Ship coming from Sea
with a leading Wind into a large Opening, 1n Expeftation of a Har-
bour, though fuch Difcovery hath not been made by Ships intentionally
fent along Shore for that Purpofe.

It is to be obferved, the People of the Philippine Mlands are thofe who
moft talked of a Paffage: They informed Peche and others; and it is
cafily accounted for why they fhould do fo: For if the Portugneze made

the
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the Difcovery in a Ship from the Moluccas, there was a conftant Inter-
courfe between them and the People of the Philippines ; and whether
 the Difcovery was made by the Spaniards or Portugueze, fome of the
Company who were aboard fuch Ship as had paffed through the Streight
from the South to the North Sea, would return to the Moluccas or the
Philippines; and others would meet their Acquaintance from thence in
Portugal or Old Spain; who would take Pleafure in relating to them the
Accounts of their Voyage, and which they who heard thofe Accounts
would be equally fond of communicating to others, efpecially when
they returned back to the Zudies. By which Means it would be known
that there had been fuch a Difcovery ; and it would be out of the
Power of the King of Spain or Portugal to prevent its being fo far known,
but could prevent the Account of fuch Difcovery being publithed, or
the Particulars communicated to Foreigners.

In the Year 1568 Salvatierra, a Gentleman of Spain, who had acci-
dentally landed in Jreland from the Weft Indies, gave an Account of a
Paflage having been made by one Andrew Urdanietta, and by the Cir-
cumftances of that Account it was about the Year 1556 or 155%. This
Urdanietta was a Friar, was with and greatly affifted Andrew Miguel Lo-
pez de Legafpi in the Expedition to the Philippine Iflands in the Year
1564, and was called the celebrated Religious Zudrew de Urdanietta.
His being thus employed, and fo ferviceable in this Expedition to the
Philippine 1flands, as he is faid to have been, implies, that he had 2
prior Knowledge of thofe Parts, and muft have been there before ; and
the Charatter that Se/vatierra gave of him to Sir Hugh Sydney, then Lord
Deputy of Ireland, and Sir Humphrey Gilbert, was, that he was the greateft
Difcoverer by Sea that was in that Age.

Salvatierra {aid that a North-weft Paffage was conftantly believed to be
in America navigable ; and that Urdanietta had fhewed him at Mexico,
eight Years before Salvatierra arrived in Irelend, a Chart made from his
own Obfervations in a Voyage in which he came from Mare del Zur into
Germany, through this North-weft Paffage, wherein fuch Paffage was ex-
prefled, agreeing with Ortelius’s Map: That Urdanietta had told the
King of Portugal of it as he came there from Germany in his return

O home ;
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home s but the King earneftly intreated him not to difcover this Secret to
any Nation : For that (faid he) if England bad once o Knowledge and
Experience of ity it would greatly binder the King of Spain and me. And °
Sulvatierra was himfelf perfuaded of a Paffage by the Friar Urdanietta,
and by the common Opinion of the Spaniards inhabiting America.

Tt was this Account with fome other that gained the Attention of the
greateft Men of that Age to purfue the Difcovery of a North-weft Paf-
fage. Neither would Dudley, Walfingham, or Sir Humphbrey Gilbert, and
other honourable Perfons about the Court, be deceived with fictitious
Stories, and purfue a Phantom. Could the great Abilities and Pene-
tration of a Walfingham be defedtive in this Refpect, which was fo per-
fect in all other Refpects; as to be the Admiration of the prefent Age.
Thofe who condemn this Account, and fome other Accounts of this
Sort, have not confidered, that upon a flight Surmife or Sufpicion only
they put their Judgments in Competition with and in Contradiction to
the Judgments of thofe great Men, who embraced no Opinion as to
any Matter but what was founded in Reafon, and all the Circumftances
relating to which they had firft fully confidered, and which Opinion
they adhered to. As to a North-weft Paflage, making a Diftintion be-
tween the Difappointments as to the effecting the Difcovery of a Paffage,
and the Probability there was of their being fuch Paffage. The King of
Spain Was equally fuccefslefs as to the Execution, and at the fame Time
as much affured of the Pracicability of making it; for which Reafon
Secretary Walfinghbam. was concerned at his Death, as the Attention of
the Publick was drawn to a North-eaft Paflage, by which nothing more
was propofed than a Trade to Catkey or China, and that a North-weft
Paffage was neglected on the Part of the Englifh.

It was an Opinion received in Englond in the Year 1560, or earlicr,
that there was fuch a Paffage ; and before the Philippines were fettled
by the Spaniards. Soon after the Difcovery of Urdanietta, Frobifber, who
fet out in 1576, is faid to have projected his Defign, and made an Ap-
plication for fifteen Years before. Did not fucceed in the City probably,
as they might not fee any certain Adyantage; but when he applied to
the Court he fucceeded. On what Plan he went is alfo evident, to-find
an Entrance to Northward of the Labrador ; for when he fell in with

1 the:
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the South-weflt Part of Greenland, it was fuppofed by him to be the Za-
Wrador Coaft.

There is another Account on the Oath of Thomas Cowles of Bedmefter,
taken the gth of Apri/ 1579, at a Time when Qaths were confidered by
all People as folemn and facred Obli ligations to declare the Truth. He
fays that fix Years before, he heard a P ortuguezé read a Book which he
fet out fix Years before in print in the Por tugal Tongue, de LIhn‘“J that
he, Martin Chacke, had found, now twelve Years pait, a Way from the
Portugal Indies through the Gulph of Newfoundland, which he thought
to be in Latitude 59° of the North Pole » by Means that he being in the
faid Indies with four Ships of great Bulthen, and he himfelf being in a
fmall Ship of eighty Ton, far driven from the Company of the other
four Ships with a Weft Wind ; after that he had paffed along by a great
Number of Iflands, which were in the Gulph of the-faid 4\'“95 undland,
and after that he overfhot the Gulph, he fet no more Si ight on any other
Land, until he fell in with the North-weft Part of ‘eland ; and from
thence he took his Courfe homeward, and by that Means came to 7. if-
bon four or five Weeks before the other Ships. But the Books were af-
terwards called in by the King’s Order.

This Paffage was made about ten Years after that of Urdanietta ; and
it is probable Chacke was encouraged to proceed through fuch PaIT 1€,
from the Report or an Account which he had heard of fuch I’.zﬁ.mc
havmg been. before made. It is evident he met with fome Difficulties
in fuch Paffage which delayed him, as the Ships were at Ziffor fo foon
after him, and as he exprefles that he was far driven from the other
four Ships he left them in a low Latitude, and being got to the North-
ward, without any Expeétation of rejoining them, proceeded intention-
ally to make his Voyage by the Paffage ; which he would not have done
to the Hazard of lofing his'Veflel and Cargo, for he was not on Difs
covery, but returning to Lifon in Company with other loaden Vefiels,
from whom he was feparated, unlefs he had been affured that what he
undertook was practicable, and a Paffage had been made by fome Vefiel
before that Time. = This Account was received as a Truth by the prin-
cipal People of the Kingdom, who certainly made a due Enquiry as te
the Character of the Perfon who made the Affidavit with refpect to hig
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Capacity ; there would be a proper Precaution alfo, at the Time of ad-
miniftering fuch Affidavit, that it was exact and only what he knew pofi-
tively as to this Matter, tho’ there might be other Circumftances which he
was not fo pofitive in. And as this Account was at that Time believed,
it muft have been on better Reafons than can be at prefent urged by any
one to call the Veracity of this Account in Queftion,

Yuan de Fuca (the Account is from Purchafe and North-weft Fox) was
an ancient Pilot, who had been in the 77¢f# India of Spain for near forty
Years, and had failed as Mariner and Pilot to many Places thereof in
Service of the Spaniards.

He was Pilot of three {mall Ships which the Viceroy of Mexico fent
from thence, armed with a hundred Soldiers, under a Spaniard Caprtain,
to difcover the Streights of Z#ian along the Coaft of the South Sea, and
to fortify in that Streight, to refift the Paffage of the Engli/b Nation,
but by Reafon of a Mutiny which happened amongft the Soldiers, for
fome ill Practices of the Captain, the Voyage was overfet, and they re-

turned to New Spain.

The Viceroy fent de Fuca out again in 1592, with a fmall Caravel
and Pinnace, armed with Mariners only, for the Difcovery of the faid
Streights. Finding the Land to trend North and North-eaft, with a
broad Inlet between 47 and 48, he entered it, and failing therein more
than twenty Days, found the Land trending ftill, fometimes North-weft,
{ometimes North-eaft, and alfo South-eaftward, far broader Sea than at
the faid Entrance ; and paffed by diverfe Iflands in that Entrance,

He went upon Land in feveral Places, and faw fome People on Land,
clad in Beafts Skins ; and that the Land was very fruitful, and rich of
Gold and Silver, and Pearls, and other Things like Nowva Hifpania.

Being entered thus far in the faid Streight, and come into the North
Sea already, and finding the Sea wide enough every where, and to be
about thirty or forty Leagues wide in the Streight where he entered ;
he thought he had well difcharged his Office, and done the Thing he was
fent to do; and that he not being armed to refift the Farce of the

favage
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favage People, that might happen to affault him, therefore fet fail and
returned to Nova Hifpania, where he arrived at Aquapulco, Anno 1592,
hoping to be well rewarded by the Viceroy for his Voyage fo performed,

The Viceroy received him kindly, and gave him Promifes ; but after
an Expectation of two Years the Viceroy withed him to go to Spaing where
the King would reward him ; and he accordingly went, '

He was well received at Court ; but after long Suit could get no Re-
ward to his Content, fo ftole away and came to Italy, to live amongft
his Kindred in his own Country, being very old, a Greek by Birth, born
in the Ifland of Sepbolonica, and his proper Name Apoftollos Valerianos.

De Fuca went ficlt to Leghorn, then to Florence, where he met one
Jobn Dowlafs, an Englifbman, a famous Mariner, ready coming for Ve-
nice, to be a Pilot for a Venetian Ship to England ; they went in Com-
pany to Penice. Dowlafs being acquainted with Mr. Lock, at leaft a con-
fiderable Merchant if not a Conful there ; gave him an Account of this
de Fuca, and introduced him to Mr. Lock, who gave Mr. Lock the pre-
ceding Account ; and made a Propofal, if Queen Elizabeth would make
up the Lofs which he had fuftained aboard the 4guapulco Ship taken by
Captain Cavendifb, which was to the Value of fixty Thoufand Ducats, he
would go to Englard, and ferve her Majefty to difcover the North-weft
Pallage into the South Sea, and engage his Life for the Performance,
with a Ship of forty Tons and a Pinnace. They had two feveral Meet-
ings on this Occafion ; and Lock, at de Fuca’s Requeft, wrote to the old
Lord Treafurer Cecil, Sir Walter Rawleigh, and Mr. Rickard Hackluit, the
Cofmographer, defiring a Hundred Pounds for to pay his Paffage to
England. His Friends wrote Lock Word, the A&tion was very well liked,
if the Money could be procured. As no great Expeltations were to bg
had from this Anfwer, de Fuca left Venice in a Fortnight after, purfued

his Defign of going to Greece, and there died,

There is nothing in this Relation but what is very natural and fimple,
De Fuca’s Demand was exceflive, for which Reafon, probably, as a Man
who over-rated his Services, he was not rewarded by the Ziceroy or the
King , yet the Vicergy availed himfelf of him, by fending him to Court
to give an Account of his Voyage, which he might be ordered to do,
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as another Expedition was defired, and a Reprefentation for that Pur-
pofe made by the Viceroy Luis Velafto, as is mentioned in the Schedule
of the King. Hiftory of Califernia, P. 173.

It did not appear that he could certainly perform what he undertook,
concluding he was in the North Sea, from fuch Sea returned back to
New Spain, therefore had not acquired a Knowledge of the Entrance
into the Streights from the Eaftward; which was the Difficulty that ob-
ftructed this Difcovery on the Part of the Englifh, and had been fo much
fought after, but unfuccefsfully. His Agewas alfo a very material Ob-
jection, that he would fcarce be able to bear the Fatigue of fuch a Voy-
age, his Defire to undertake which immediately proceeded from his
Avarice: Nor was it confiftent that the Hundred Pounds fhould be
fent over to bring him to England, if the other Part of the Terms could
not be complied with; which feems to be the Meaning of the Expref-
fion, the Action is well liked of if the Money could be procured. And
de Fuca, whofe Motive for propofing this Undertaking, was to be fatif-
fied for his Lofs by Captain Cavendifb, would not have altered his De-
fign of going into his own Country, and proceeded to England, unlefs
he was affured of his being fo gratified on a Performance of what he
undertook.

Deowlafs, who was a good Mariner, as he travelled with him, angd
kept his Company, would have had particular and frequent Converfa-
tion with de Fuca, and who, as a Mariner, was more capable of finding
out if his Account was true, and was thoroughly fatisfied it was {o, as
he fpoke to Mr. Lock about him. Neither Lock nor Dowlafs could have
any finifter Views, but only animated by a publick Spirit to do their
Country fo acceptable a Service, which it was thought to be mE;rg-
land, as it is faid the Action is well liked of.

As to de Fuca being taken Prifoner by Captain Cavendifb, and how
did he efcape out of the Hands of the Englifb 2 When the Ship was
taken all the People were put afhore on the Coaft of California, the
Goods were taken out, and then the Ship was fet a Fire, which burnt to
the Water Mark, the Wreck floated afhore, they erected Jury-mafts in
her, and fortunately got to Aguapulco.

De
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De Fuca fays, the Caufe he thought of the ill Reward he had of the
Spaniards was, that they underftood very well the Erglifb Nation had
now given over all their Voyages for the Difcovery of a North-weft
Paffage, wherefore they feared not them to come any more that Way
into the South Sea ; and therefore they needed not his Service therein any
more : Which is fo far agreeable to the Accounts of thofe Times, that,
after the Death of Sir Francis Walfingbam, the Difcovery of a North-weft
Paffage had no Patron at Court; and Sir Francis had particularly in-
terefted himfelf in procuring Davis to go on his laft Expedition. The
Difcovery was not re-affumed until the Year 1602, by the Mu/tovy Com-
pany, who had never engaged as a Company in this Difcovery; but
having made fome fuccefslefs Attempts, as to the North-eaft Paffage,
fitted out Capt. George Weymouth for the Difcovery of a North-weft Paf-
fage, which it is obfervable was the fame Year with Vizcains’s Expe-
dition. And it is obfervable the next Expedition for the Difcovery of
a North-weft Paflage, was not until the Year 1606, when Mr. Fobn
Knight was fitted out; and the fame Year the King of Spain orders Viz-
caino on a third Expedition, but Z7zcaino died, though in the interim
Vizcaino had been to Old Spain, to make Application to make a frefh
Attempt, at his own Expence, and he could not obtain Permiflioan of
his Majefty. As the Expeditions which the Court of Spain order pe-
remptorily to be undertaken, correfpond as to the T'ime with thofe from
England, fhews a Jealoufy on the Part of the King of Spain that the
Englifb might fucceed as to a Paffage through the Streights. And
though it is mentioned as the principal Defign in the Expeditions by
Order of the King of Spain, is the Difcovery of a Harbour for the Agua-
pulco Ship, the Publick underftood there was yet a farther Defign, and
as much may be celleéted from the King of Spain’s Schedule in 1.606.
Count de Monterey, ¢ by purfuing the Difcovery intended by Don Luis de
< Velafco, wrote 10 'me concerning, and was of Opinion that {mall Vef-
<« fels from the Harbour of Aguapulce were the fitteft ; and thar in the
+ Difcovery might be included the Coafts and Bays of the’‘Gulph of Ca-
< lifornia, and of the Fifhery, to which, in my Letter of the 27th of
s September 15995 1 ordered ‘to be anfwered, that the Difcovery, and
« making Draughts, with Obfervations of that Coaft, and the Bays along
< jt, having appeared to me bighly convenient, -1t was my Will ke thould

« immediately
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immediately put it in Execution, without troubling himfelf about Ca-
lifornia, unlefs occafionally—And Sebaftian Vizcaino carefully informed
himfelf of thefe Judians, and many others, whom he difcovered along
the Coaft for above eight Hundred Leagues; and they all told him,
that up the Country there were large Towns, Silver, and Gold;
whence he is inclined to believe that great Riches may be difcovered,
efpecially as, in fome Parts of the Land, Veins of Metal are to be feen ;
and that the Time of their Summer being known, a farther Difcovery
might be made of them by going wizhin the Country, and that the
Remainder of it may be difcovered along the Coaft, as it reaches be-
yond 42 Degrees, the Limits fpecified to the faid Sebaffian Vizcaino i
his Inftructions.” Though thefe Orders were received in Mexico in 1649,
no Voyage was fet out on until 1602, the Time that Weymoutb failed,
then probably enforced by additional Orders from the Court of Spain.
The Expedition which was overturned by the Mutiny of the Soldiers,
feems to have been about the Time of Captain Davis’s Expedition ; for
de Fuca fays, after the Voyage was fo ill ended, the Viceroy fet him out
again in 1592, which implies a Diftance of Time between the firft and
fecond Voyage.

The Inftructions Viz¢aino had in the firft Voyage were given by the
Viceroy, for it was the Viceroy who appointed him, and were formed
according to the Opinion that the Land beyond forty-two Degrees took
a Courfe to Weftward and Southward of Weft. And the Maps were
conftruted agreeable thereto, therefore the King fays, ¢ Vizcaino had
¢ reprefented to him that the Coaft, as far as 40 Degrees, lies North-
¢ weft and South-eaft, and that in the two other Degrees, which makes

‘

up the 42 Degrees, it lies North and South,” and, as before mentioned,
fays, ¢ and that the Remainder of it may be difcovered along the Coafts,
¢ as 1t reaches beyond 42 Degrees, the Limits fpecified to the faid Se-
¢ baftian Vizcaino in his Inftructions.’  Therefore when Martin Aguilar
got to 43 Degrees and found an Opening, he concluded, as the Coaft
was reprefented to be terminated to the Northward, by the Maps and
Charts in Ufe, that this muft be the defired Streights ; and therefore faid
on their Return, ¢ they fhould have performed a great deal more, had
¢ their Health not failed them; for it is certain that only fourteen Per-
* fons enjoyed it awCape Blanco. The General and thofe that were with

¢ him
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him had a mind to go through the Streight, which they call of Auiax
and is faid to be thereabouts. - It had been entercd by the foreion

Ship, who gave Intelligence of it to the King, defcribing its Situa-

tion, and how through that Paflage one might reach the North Sea,
¢ and then fail back to Spain, along Newfoundland and the Iflands of
¢ Baccalaos, to bring an Account of the Whole to his Majelty.” 7orque-
mada, Vol. 1. P.725. Butit is very plain the King had another Infor-
mation of this Matter, and as to the Extent of the Land to Northward.
Luis de Velafco was the Viceroy in whofe Time the Expedition of de Fuca
was ; and the Expedition of Vizcaino was under the Diretion of the
Count de Monterey, who was either not informed of what had been done
by de Fuca, or might not think de Fuca’s Account of fufficient Authority
to juftify him, the Viceroy, in drawing his Inftruétions agreeable tf!'.::'ctu.;
contrary to the general Opinion of the Cofmographers at that Time,
and the Defcription they gave of the Coafts in their Maps.

It muft appear from what hath been faid that there are no fuch great
Improbabilities in the Accounts of Salvatierra, Chacke, or de Fuca, as
hath been reprefented. It is alfo evident that the Znglifh had great Ex-
pectations of fucceeding ; and the Court of Spain had great Apprehen-
fions we fhould meet with Succefs, and be enabled to attain a Paffage by
the Streight of Auian into the South Sea ; for which there muft have been
{ome reafonable Foundation both on the Part of the one and the other.
The Englifh were firft induced to attempt the Difcovery of fuch a Paf-
fage, from the Accounts which they had from Spa7z of there being fuch
a Paflage. The Court of Spain entertained, as hath been fhewn, an
Opinion of there being fuch a Paflage from the Time they conquered
Mexico 3 and, agreeable to what Torguemada fays, had a certain Account

tick. What that Account really contained we do not know, nor was it
confiftent that it fhould be made publick ; therefore what is faid as to
the Particulars of it are but Conjecture, and Reprefentations upon Re-
ports, for which the Reporters could have no real Authority. As Viz-
caino regretted being prevented, by the Sicknels of his People that he
could not go round the World, and have carried home to O/d Spain his
Account of his Expedition. This firm Perfuafion that he fhould have
accomplithed his Paflage to O/ Spain, by the Streight of Anian, muft
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liave been from fome Information which he had received before he fet
ont, that fuch Paffage was practicable : Neither is it mentioned as if he
propofed making a Difcovery of it, but as of a Thing before done. It
was the Opinicn of all thofe who were with him, that it was practicable ;
which is agreeable to what Salvatierra informed Sir Hugh Sydney, and
Sir Humphrey Gilbert, That a North-weft Paffage from us ta Cathay was
conftantly believed in Bmerica navigable. Vizcaino, who is reprefented as
a Commander of great Conduét and Difcretion (and which the Account
of his Voyage exprefles him to have been) would not have attempted
to make a Paffage thro’ fuch Streights, to the Hazard, perhaps entire
Lofs, of the King’s Ships, and what he had before done rendered of no
Effect, unlefs he had a difcretionary Power either to pafs to O/d Spain
by thefe Streights, or return to Aguapuico.

After the Expedition of Knight failed, and Vizcaino died, we hear of
no other Expeditions at the Expence of or by the pofitive Order of the
Court of Spain until that of Admiral Caffanate, who went the third Year
after the Expedition of de Fonte, to make a Survey of the Coaft of Cs-
lifornia; yet we have no Reafon to conclude there were no other Expe-
dicions, buc it is rather to be fuppofed that, after the Englip had pro-
ceeded in their Dilcoveries as far as Hudfon’s Bay, the Court of Spain
thought it neceffary, and found an effectual Way of keeping their Ex-
peditions, both in refpet to their Equipment and what was done on
fuch Expeditions a Secret, by fending Officers from O/ Spain to con-
duét them, and as to which the Religious would not think themifelves
at Liberty to make any Publication without the Permiffion of the
Court.

Having no Intercourfe by Trade with thofe Parts, we cannot be ac-
quainted with what is tranfacted in thofe Parts, any further than what
the Spaniflhb Writers are permitted to inform us, and the imperfe¢t and
uncertain Intelligence of thofe who have been cruizing in thofe Seas.
The Spanifb Nation have been particularly cautious of keeping the Know-
ledge of their Coaft fecret: Neither was it known, in the Year 1746, that
an exat Survey was made of thofe Coafts until Pafto Thomas annexed
to his Account of Lord Aufz#’s Expedition, publifhed in 174z, a Copy
of a Manufcript, which Manufcript contained an Account of the Lat.
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tudes and Longitudes of all the moft noted Places in the South Sea,
corretted from the lateft Obfervations by Manue! Mon: ‘.r:_ ,‘:‘.;91 Profeflor
of Arts in Peru, and are compofed with as much Precifion and Exac-
nefs, as Tables of that Sort are ufually made; but when thefe Coafls
were furveyed to the Northward, to attain a Know! loe of which was

formerly attended with fuch immenfe Difficulty ; and to what Purpofe

and what Trade is carried on there, we are at prefent entire’ Strangers

to. Itis by Accident only that we have this Account; and if the Spa-
loe of

l

nifd Nation have ufed this Precaution, with refpe@ to the Knowle

their Coalts, undoubtedly they would ufe the fame Caution with refbeét
to giving us any Infight as to how we might find a more ready ;\.Lf‘.t'f“r

to fuch Coafts by a Nortb-weft Paflage.

The Point of Sugfte del Efprech & Anian, inferted in fuch Tables, thews
the Opinion of the Streights is far from being exploded ; but it is ac-
knowledged by the Geographers of Perx and New Spain, at the prefent
Time, that there are fuch Streights. The naming the Scuzh Point of the
Streight implies there is Land to the Northward, as to which it doth not
feem to be confiftent with the Purpofe of the Perfon who compofed this
Table to take any Notice, but that there is fuch Land is confirmed by
the Ruffian Difcoveries.

The Extent of /Iﬁ’f;*im to Northward and '\-’\"cﬂ;‘.vu‘d t[]‘!t Am .-;-.-';‘:

fomm was an Iﬂand, that a Paffage by the ;\-aﬂb-crﬂ was ;*.:'::C‘qul}.;'g
have been by later Geographers treated as Chimeras, contrary to the ear-
lieft Accounts, and the Reports of the firft Difcoverers, and which, by
later Accounts, the Confequence of actual Obfervations are found to be
true.  There was a Simplicity and Honour in the People of that A ges
there was no Motive for telling the Lie, that they faithfully reported
the Difcoveries they made, and if a Falthood was difcovered it might
be dangerous in the Confequences; their V oyages were not lucrati
Jobs, in Hopes of a Repetition of which they formed their Accounts
accordingly. There was no particular Syftem to ;‘L:{BI.V.}'.".:, ;‘":Ji‘ the I
they went to were entirely unknown, that a Reward :
fhould be procured through a prevailing Intereft to fu 1; as {poke in Fa-
vour of the Syftem. While thofe to whofe Fidelity and ALL.\...I._, alone
P it
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it would be owing that fuch Difcoveries were made, though repeated
Endeavours were ufed to render the Undertaking ineffectual; and through
whoie Means alone the Truth would be made known to the Publick ;
fhould be ill fpoken of, accufed of Bribery, difcountenanced, and the
whole Merit afcribed to, where it would be leaft deferved, and, in Truth,
where there could not be the lealt Pretenfion. Neverthelefs the Reward
given would be an Inftance of a generous Regard in thofe who had Power
to beftow of rewarding Merit, though they were inevitably deceived as
to the proper Perfons to whom  fuch Reward fhould have been given.

o Authorities have been produced from Tradition or Hiftory which
oppole the Probability of there being a North-weft Paflfage, or the
Reality of this Account of de Fonte, which the more we examine the lefs
there appears to be of a Falfity, the Circumftances of it fo confiftent and
united, and there are fo many extra Circumftances which concur with
that Account, that we cannot but admit to be an inconteftable Truth.
" We have not had a full Account of the Voyages and Expeditions of
the Spaniards in New Spain, as fome of them have not been permitted
to be publifhed. Pemegas particularly mentions, Vol i. P. 14, and in
other Parts, There are alfo Accounts of Voyages made to other Parts
of the World, which are only preferved in the Collections of the Cu-
rious, and it is known but to few Perfons that fuch Voyages were ever
made. There are fome Voyages which are mentioned to have been made,
but cannot, after the moft diligent Inquiries, be procured; yet it is no
juft Objeétion to the Authenticity of fuch Voyages, or as to their not
having been made. What the firft Difcoverers reprefented as to the Ex-
tent of America, its being contiguous to Afia, as to California, and as
to a North-caft Paflage, being in all Refpects found to be true, there
is the greateft Reafon to believe that there is a North-weft Paffage ;
and it is confiftent with that Precaution which the Spanifh Nation have
made Ufe of, that we fhould not have any authentick Accounts relating to
fuch Paffage, which they were defirous of difcovering as a thorter Way to
the Spice Iflands and the Jadies. But when the King of Portagal and
Spain came to an Agreement as to the Moluccas, the principal Reafon
for making fuch Difcovery was determined, and it beeame their mutual
Intereft that it fhould not be known that there was fuch a Paffage.
Their continued Silence with refpect to fuch Paffage, implies they are

acquainted
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acquainted with there being fuch a Paffage, though not to an Exaétnefs.
It cannot imply they are dubious, when we confider the Number of Cir-
cumftances there are already mentioned, which exprefs the contrary.

There are Circumftances in de Fonte’s Account which fhew the Infe-
rence of there being no Northweft Paffage is not juft, though jult as far
as it appeared to de Fonte, as the River Parmentiers was not navigable

for Shipping. One Circumitance is, that in the River Haro, and Lake
Velafco, there were Salmon Trouts and large white Perch; alfo in Los
Reyes and Lake Belle, but in Lake de Fonte excellent Cod and Ling;
which are Fifh that always abide in the Salt Water, the others come out
of the Salt Water into the frefh Waters to fpawn. Which de Fonte would
account for that they came into the Lake de Fonte from the North Sea,
and when he paffed the Streight of Ronguillo, fuppofed himfelf to be in
that Sea, or from the Intelligence that he obtained from Shapley that he
was in a Gulph or Branch of it. Another Circumitance, as it flowed in
the River Los Reyes twenty-two Feet, and in Haro twenty-four, and but
a fmall Tide went into Lake Belle, de Fonte concluded that the Weftern
Tide terminated there, and that as the Waters rofe to fuch a Heighth at
the Entrance of thofe Rivers, that it was a Gulph he was in which con-
fined thefe Waters and occafioned their rife at fuch Entrances of the Ri-
vers. That the Tides in Parmentiers, Lake de Fonte, and the Streights
of Renguillo, were from the North Sea. But by later Obfervations of the
Rife of the Tides, a Tide cannot proceed from Hudfon’s Bay to that Sea
where Shapley was met by de Fonte, than through the Streights of Ron-
quillo into the great Lake of de Funte, and afterwards to rife fo high in
the River Parmentiers. Neither can fuch a Tide proceed through the
broken Land to Northwards of Hudfow's Streights, named Cumberland
Ifles (formerly Effotland ) and which extend as far as Latitude ;05 for it
is evident the Strength of fuch Tides is {pent in Hudfow’s Bay and Baf-
Jfin’sBay : For at the Bottom of Hudfon’s Bay it flowed but two Feet,
at the Bottom. of Fretum Davis or Baeffin's Bay, but one Foot. Which
is agreeable to the Opinion of all the Difcoverers of that Time,
as to the Eaftern Tide from the Proportion that the great Spaces or
Seas which were to receive it bore to the Inlets by which it came in,
that the Force of fuch Tide muft be confumed in fuch Seas, and there-
fore expetted to meet with aTide from Weftward, which counterchecked
the Eaftern Tide. On the other Hand, if we conlider this Tide to be

from
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from the Weftern Ocean, fuch Tide forced through various Entrances
up a Streight as that of de Fuca, muft enter the Sea where' Shapley was
met, with great Impetuofity; rife in Heighth proportionable to the
Width in all Openings that there are to receive it. As it is the Tide
round Greenland, and that which comes from the Southward along the
Coalt of Laérader, being both received in thofe Indraughts of Hudfon’s
Streights, and the broken Lands of Cumberland Ifles, which caufes the Rife
of the Tides there. It may be fuppofed that the North-eaft Part of the
South Sea, and the Streight of de Fuca, received the Tides which fet to
Eaftward along the Weftern Main from Beering’s Streights, and the Tide
which comes from the Southward along the Coaft of California. That
the Tide is not from the Tartarian Sea, in Lake de Fonte, &¢. is evi-
dent from Berparda’s Account, who fhews there is no Communication
with that Sea and the Sea that Shapley was met in.

As to the Cod and Ling in Lake de Fonte, or as to Salmon, it is not
known that there are either Cod, Ling or Salmon in Hudfon’s Bay :
Neither have there been found Shoals or Banks to which the Cod could
repair 3 ner is it known that any Cod have been catched beyond Lati-

tude 57 ; an Article to which Davis was particularly attentive : There-
fore it is not probable that they fhould come from the North Seathrough
Hudfow’s Bay to Lake de Fonte. De Fonte mentions Shoals in the North-
caft Part of the South Sea, which he pafled up. And in Fizcaino’s Voy-
age there is an Account that, off the Ifland Geromymo on the Coaft of
California, the Ships Companies fupplied themfelves with Cod and Ling ;
which fhews there are Cod and Ling in thofe Seas. It was reafonable for
de Fonte to fuppofe that the Cod and Ling came from the Eaftward from
the Baccaloos, neither could he otherwife fuppofe, as the contrary is only
known from Oblervations made much later than that Time.

Fox had advanced in 1635, when he publifhed the Account of his
Voyage, that there was a free and open Communication of the Weftern
Ocean with Hudfon’s Bay : Which was looked on as an inconteftable Faét
until the Voyage of Captain Middleton. What Fox {aid was confiftent
with the Opinion which all the Difcoverers had of the Proxinity of the
Weftern Ocean; who therefore judged of the Probability of their Suc-
cefs in the Parts they went into, from the Courfe of the Tides, which
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, if there was no Weftern Tide there was no Paffage. This probably pre-
vented that Succefs, as to a Difcovery of a Paffage, which through their
Affiduity might otherwife have been obtained, had they not paid fuch
a Regard to the Tides, but made a due Survey of the Inlets and Open-
ings of the Coaft, which on their not finding that a Weftern Tide came
from thence they deferted, which was alfo the Cafe as to Captain Moor
in the Search of Piffo/ Bay as called, to Southward of Lord Southwell’s
Ifles, there was no Weftern Tide; therefore a compleat Difcovery of
that Part was not made.

It is to be confidered that the Northern and Eaftern Parts of 4merica,
are more intermixed with Waters than the Parts to Southward are,
being a high mountainous Country. The Mountains chicfly confifting
of a brown rocky Subftance, not penetrable by the melting Snows or
Spring Rains, which therefore run off into the Levels and Valleys, and
form inland Seas, great Lakes, and Inlets, which vent their Waters into
the Ocean, neceffary for carrying off that great Quantity and vaft Bo-
dies of Ice which are formed in the Winter in thofe Parts, not to be
diffolved, as the greater Part is which is formed to the Southward, by the
Influence of the Sun. The Northern and Weftward Part of America is
alfo mountainous ; and high Ridges of Mountains were feen from the
Head of Wager Bay on the oppofite Shore of what appeared to be a
Lake ; therefore there muft be Iakes and Seas to Weltward, Refervoirs
for the melting Snows and Rains, alfo fome Outlet or Channel to carry
off the great Quantities of Ice alfo formed in thofe Parts; and with
which Barnarda’s Account is confiftent, and the greateft Refervoir and
Difcharge feems to be ‘to the Northward by that North-eaft Part of the
Tartarian Sea. The Lake Velafeo, Lake Belle, L.ake de Feonte, may be

all fuppofed to proceed from the fame Caufe, the melting Snows and

Rains, receive the Ice from the Waters which run into them, w
from the Strength of the Currents and Tides, is foon fhot from the
Shores of fuch Lakes, broken to Pieces and carried off into fome Pai-
fage or Inlet into the South Sea 3 and fuch a Vent or Channel to carry
off fuch Bodies of Ice muft neceffanly be, agreeable to what is known
by Obfervation in other Parts. The Objection of the great Diftance it
is between the Sea at the Back of Hudfon's Bay, and where Shapley was
met, will appear of no Validity when we confider the Diftance between

the
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the Streights of Gibraltar and the Northern Part of the Black S¢a. Be-
tween the Entrance of the Somnd to the Entrance of the #hite Sea, be-
tween which there is Communication of Waters, or very nearly fo. And
from Point Comfert in Hudfor’s Bay to Alderman Smith’s Sound in Baf-
fi's Bay, between which there is a Communication of Waters without
entering into the Ocean or Davis Streights.  From Lake Superior to the
Streights of Belle Ifle at the Back of Newfoundland, orto Cape Breton, is
near forty Degrees of Longitude, or equal to 390 Leagues. And Lake
Superior hath a Communication with Hudfon’s Bay.

This great Afflux of Waters form fuch Meanders and Labyrinths,
as it is impoflible to fay whether-there is a Communication of Waters,
or whether the Waters are divided by fmaller or larger Traéts or Slips
of Land, without an abfolute Survey. The Lands fo double or fold
one within the other, that unlefs you get a proper Sight of fuch Lands
{o as to diftinguith this, to difcover the Opening that is between them,
there is an Appearance of a Continuance of the Land, and confequently
of a Termination of the Waters. So long as the Tide Argument pre-
vailed it was not thought neceffary to be fo accurate in the Searches. A
Sight of the Land trending a Courfe contrary to that Courfe which the
Difcoverers were to purfue to make a Paffage, and the Tide coming
from the Faftward, rendered a Search any further in thofe Parts unnef-
fary: and it may be owing to the great Impropriety of adopting a par-
ticular Syftem, more than to any other Caufe, that the Difcovery of a
North-weft Paffage was not made by thofe brave induftrious Difco-
verers, who in a Series fucceeded each other from Frobrifber to Fames
and Fox.

This {feems to be certain, that there muft be one great Channel, as
Hudfon’s Streights are to Eaftward, alfo to Weftward though intricate by
which the Waters to Weftward pafs into the South Sea, and as that to
Northward, the North-eaft Part of the Tartarian Sea. We already know
there is not a Communication by Hud/fon’s Bay, thro’ any Inlet by which the
Waters do come in there or fufficient for that Purpofe; neither round
the Head of Repulfe Bay, for then the Current would have been met
coming from Weftward. Therefore fuch Channel muft be to Southward
and Weftward, confiftent with de Fuca’s Account of a Streight, in fome

fuch
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fuch Manner as is reprefented in the Map annexed. Which Account is
alfo agreeable to that of Pecke.

De Fuca fays, he failed twenty-fix Days up fuch Streight before he
entered the Sea; that the Streight grew wider before he entered the Sea.
If we allow him fifteen Leagues a Day, from the Entrance of fuch
Streights out of the South Sea to where he entered the Sea, by him fup-
poled the North Sea, the Diftance is 390 Leagues. As he mentions that he
found it wide enough every where, this E xpreflion fhews that he did not
fuppofe himfelf in the Ocean, but in a Gulph of the Ocean. And Mariin
Chacke exprefies himfelf, that after he overfhot the Gulph, he fet no more
Sight on any other Land. Therefore the Diftance is agreeable to that Di-
ftance which de Fuca muft have gone to come into that Sea w here de Fonte
met Shapley 3 the Defcription that he faw both Shores, makes a Confiftency
alfo in thofe Accounts. Before de Fonte's E xpedition, Hud/on’s Bay had
been difcovered, yet that Difcovery made no Alteration as to the Accounts
of de Fuca and Chacke, as Fox faid beyond Lat. 64, round that Land there
was inconteftably a Commuaication with the Weftern Ocean. Here s
an Agreement in three Accounts, by feparate Perfons at a Diftance of
Time, who had no Intelligence of what had been done by each other;
for Chacke was a Portugueze; and as de Fuce had made his Report to
the Viceroy of New Spain of what he had done, and what he had done
feems to be moftly accounted of by himfelf; therefore no Regard might
be had to it in drawing de Fonte’s Inftructions: All which three Ac-
counts agree in there htmg a Sea_to Weftward of Hudfon's Bay.

De Fyca mentions he was athore; faw Marks of Gold and Silver ;
Marquifates the fame which was mac]c: fuch an Account of after Frob; iher’s
return from his firft Voyage, and from which it may- be inferred it was
a barren. mountainous Country which de Fuca pafied through.. He was
afraid of the Natives, who were clad in Beaft Skins; and from whofe
Behaviour he muft have had fome Aipprehenfion that they

him off, as he mentions that he was not armed againit them.

is very exprefs as to the civil Behaviour 0:' thofe Jfudigns he met with, fo

contrary to the Chara@er of thofe whom 4z Fuca faw. Thert fore thole
whom de Fuca faw were the Efteinaux, wha frequent the mountainots
and defolate Parts, and near to the Salt Waters where they can car
Q
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Fifh, alfo the Seal and the Whale, from which they get ‘many Conve-
niencies befides what is neceffary for their Subfiftance ; who are men-
tioned to be alfo on other Parts of the Coaft of California; are repre-
{enited as a fierce and barbarous People, who hold no Treaty or Amity

with their Neighbours, who are always in Fear of them. '

That de Fonte fhould not pafs up the North-caft Part of the Sourh Sea,
but go through Land, muft have been, that the North-eaft Part of the
South Sea was reprefented as a Gulph, not a Streight, from fome Obfer-
vations made prior to that Expedition, as to which the Obfervers might
be deceived, by its taking a Southerly Courfe through fome Inlet or
Opening obfcured by Iflands, or the Entrance narrow, that they con-
cluded it only to be fome {fmall Br anch which foon terminated; having,
at the fame Time, a large open Channel before them, which they finding
afterwards furrounded with Land, concluded there was no Communica-
tion with any other Waters, but that they had feen the Extremity of
thefe Waters to Eaftward. That thefe Waters took a Courfe through
that defert mountainous Country, until they joined with the Waters of
the Streights that de Fuca came up, the People of Congffet might not be
able to give a juft Account of, as'they lived fo far to Northward and
Faftward. Though they, as the Natives of Conibaffet alfo came occa-
fionally into the North-caft Part of the South Sea; the one moftly fre-
quented to Northward and Eaftward, the other to Northward and Weft-
ward, as is apparent from de Fonte’s Account; where they had level and
fruitful Traés, as they produced fo much Maiz ; a hunting Country,
as there were three Sorts of Deer; alfo Fifh in their Waters. Whereas
the Country on the oppofite Shore of the North-caft Part of the Sourh
Sea, as is apparent front being the Refort of the Eftemaux, would be
rugged, rocky, and remarkably barren, with little Intermixtures of level
and fruitful Spots. Therefore the People of Congffez, or Coniba/fet, would
have no Inducements to go into thofe Parts. May be fuppofed the op-
pofite Coaft was the Limits of their Enemy’s Country, with whom if they
went to War, and knew that the Waters of the North-eaft Part of the
South Sea did communicate to Southward with other Waters; yet it can-
not be imagined that they went up thofe Waters fo far in their Enemy’s
Country of fo wild a Difpofition, where they were always in Danger of
being furprized, as to know whether thofe Waters joined with the Sea

in
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in which §kapley was met. Might alfo be jealous if the Jefuits, or Par-
mentiers, or; others who came there, were very particular in their En-
quiries, that they intended to go and refide amongft their Enemies,
which, as the Nature of /adians 1s, would caufe them to be on the Re-
ferve, and flack in their Informations, as to thofe Parts.

That thofe Perfons who were in thofe Parts before this Expedition of
de Fonte, got no Information of this Streight, or of the Waters, as to
the Courfe of them to Southward, there muft be a confiderable main
Land to Southward of Lake Be/le and Lake de Fonte, as is exprefled in
the Map, and as to the Sea to Eaftward, that Part of it which was to
Southward of Renguille, no more would be apprehended of it, being
unacquainted as to the Streight, :than that it was a Part of that Sea con-
tiguous to Hudfon’s Bay ; and it not being known at that Time but the
Tides came from the Eaftward, would have no Reafon to infer, from the
Sea running to Southward, that it communicated with a Streight there.

To take away the Improbability of what is here advanced, we fhould
refle® what Affurances former Difcoverers gave, that had but the Sea-
fon permitted to proceed, they fhould certainly have made a Paffage ;
though when an Attempt was again made they found their Miftake ;
and from Obfervations then made, they faw good Reafon to have a dif-
ferent Opinion as to the Nature of the Paffage from what they had be-
fore, and very reafonable, as their Searches were made in Parts entirely
unknown ; and as to the Appearance of the Land, the Courfe of.the
Waters, and the Set of the Tides, the moft judicious might be des

ceived.

The Spanifh Nation had not been able to make out a Paffage by their
various Attempts, agreeable to the Accounts of private Petfons, which
probably might give an Opportunity for the Reprefentations of the Je-
fuits to be attended to, who would urge every Argument in Behalf of
their Difcovery, and endeavour to invalidate the former Accounts as to
a Paffage ; ‘which by that Time, from the ill Succefs as to difcovering a
Paffage, might not be at that Time fo much thought of;; and as Dif-
ference in Time produces a Change in Opinions, whatever makes for
the reigning Opinion is adopted, as every Thing that is contradittory is

Q.2 depreciated,
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depreciated. The Arguments for the Opinion which prevailed ‘before
for a'navigable Paffage might' be treated as fallacious and infighificant,
and the Inftructions for the Expedition of de Fonte might be drawn agree-
able to the Jefuits Plan, whom it is evident knew nothing of a Streight,
but confidered the Land of America as one continued Continent to La-
titude 66. And whatever Weight this Conjecture may have, it is appa-
rent from the Confideration of dz Fonte’s Letter, that the Inftrucions
were drawn from the Information of fome who had been before in thofe
Parts: And by whom can it be fuppofed more properly that the
Court received the Information which they had than from the Jefuits,
whofe Underftanding and Charaéter would admit them to a free Con-
verfe with the Minifter on a lefs Occafion than they would now have, to
give an Account of thofe Parts they had been in.

The Court of Spain does not feem, from the Proceedings, to be of the
faime Opinion with the Jefuits, or de Fonte after his return. As the Go-
vernor of Cinoloa is immediately ordered to take a Survey of the Coafts

and Harbours of California. And the next Year Admiral Caffanate is fent
from O/d Spain ; and it is probable the Court was not of the Opinion of

the Fefuits when they gave this Information, but formed the Inftructions
for de Funte agreeable thereto. As the moft expedient Method, at that
Time, for intercepting the People from Boffon, was to go the Way they
gave an Account of with the Boats through Land, as the Ships might
meet with Difficulties and Delays in pafling up the Streights, alfo ran
great Hazard ; the Boflon Ship might pafs them unperceived. Whereas,
on the Plan which was purfued, if they heard by the Natives that the
Bofton Ship had paffed, and taken her Courfe further to Southward or
Weftward, de Fonte would have repaired aboard his Ship, proceeded
down Los Reyes, and with the Diligence which he would have made Ufe
of, fell in with the Boffon Ship either in fuch North-eaft Part.of the South
Sea, or on the Coalt of California, leaving Orders for Barnardo how to
alt in this Refpect on his return. From which Conduét, and the Look-
out that was kept on the Coaft of Mexico and Pery, it would have
been alfo impofiible for the Boffon People, unacquainted with thefe Parts,
and not expecting fuch a Diligence was ufed to intercept them, to have
made a fuccefsful Voyage.

That
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That there is a Sea to the Weftward of Hudfor’s Bay is reported by
the Indians, and is reprefented to have Ice in ic like Hudfor’s Bay.

Governor Dobbs, in his Account of the Countries adjoining to Hud-
Jew's Bay (P.'19.) mentions from Jofeph le France, that their Savages
reported that in the Bottom of the Northern Bay there is a Str;L;;{,flt,
they can eafily difcover Land on the other Side : They had never gone
to the End of that Streight. They fay there is Ice there all the Year,
which is drove by the Wind, fometimes one Way:fometimes another.

The Indians, who are called Northern Indians, having their Habitations
to North-weft of Churchill, mention a Sea to the Weftward of them, and
which is from Churchill Faftory in Hudfow's Bay twenty-five Days Jour-
ney, not a diret Courfe; but from the round they are obliged to
take. They fpeak of the Efemaux Indians to Eaftward of them, but
never give an Account of any other Nations to Northward or Weftward
of them. Mr. Scroggs, who was fent out by the Hudfon’s Bay Company
in 1722, had two Northern Indians, whom he carried with him, when
he was in about Lat. 62. knew the Country very well, and had a great
Defire to go home, faying they were but two or three Days Journey
from' their Family. And the Northern Indians who were with Captain
Middleton, were defirous of his going near the Shore, between Lat. 62
Deg. and 64. In Lat. 63° and 14/, Captain Middleton put two of the
Indians alhore, who were defirous of returning- to their own Country.
And the Author {aw an Indian, whofe Daughter had married a Northern
Didian and been home with her, dire& his own Son to fketch out on
a Board “with -a burnt Stick, the Coaft -of that Sea, which his Son did,
and the Father afterwards took and correfted it where he faid the Son

had miftook.

Governor Dobbs, in"the Account mentioned P. 45, mentions, ¢ that
© Yofeph le France was acquainted with an Indian, who lived at fome
« Diftance from Nelfon River in Hudfon's Bay, who, about 15 Years be-
¢ fore that Time, went to War againft a Nation living Northward on .
¢« the Weftern' Ocean' of America. When they went they: carried their
¢ Families with them, and hunted and fifhed from Place to Place for
¢ two Winters and one Summer, having left their Country in Autumn;
¢ and in April* following came to the Sea Side, on the Weftern Coaft,

¢ wheye




{ 18 )

< where they immediately made their Canoes. At fome little Diftance
they faw an Ifland, which was about a League and a Half long when
the Tide was out, or Water fell, they had no Water betwixt them and
the Ifland, but when it rofe it covered all the Paflage betwixt them and
the Ifland, as high up as the Woods upon the Shore. There they
left their Wives and Children, and old Men, to conduét them home
and provide them with Provifions, by hunting and fhooting for them
on the Road ; and he, with thirty Warriors, went in Queft of their
Fanemies the Tete Plat. After they parted with their Families they
came to a Streight, which they paffed in their Canoes. The Sea
Coaft lay almoft Eaft and Weft; for he faid the Sun rofe upon his
Right Hand, and at Noon it was almoft behind him as he paffed the
Streight, and always fet in the Sea. After paffing the Streight they
coafted along the Shore three Months, going into the Country or
Woods as they went along to hunt for Provifions. He faid they faw
a great many large black Fifh fpouting up Water in the Sea. After
they had coafted for near three Months, they faw the Footfteps of fome
Men on the Sand ; then judged they were near their Enemies, quitted
their Canoes, went five Days through the Woods to the Banks of a
River, found their Enemy’s Town, made an Attack, the Enemy ral-
lied and put them to flight.” Then proceeds, ¢ upon which they fled
to the Woods, and from thence made their Efcape to their Canoes be-
fore their Enemies overtook them, and after a great deal of Fatigue
got to the Streight ; and, after getting over, they all died one after
the other, except this old Man, of Fatigue and Famine, leaving him
alone to travel to his own Country, which took him up about a Year’s
Time.> When he reached the River Sakie he met his Friends again,
who relieved him,

The Indians that this antient Indian went to War againft, (and this
Indian was living at York Fort in Hudfon’s Bay in 1746) are mentioned
to be the Tete Plat, or Plafcotez de Chieus. The Part which they inhabit
is varioufly laid down by the Geographers ; by fome in Lat. 67, Long,
265 Eaft from Ferro, which is the extremeft Longitude that their Country
is laid down in. Monf. de Lifle and others place them in Lat. 63, and Long,
280 Eaft from Ferro, fo their true Situation is uncertain, Yet it is apparent
that they do not live near to or on the Coaft of the South Sea, or Weftern
Ocean. For what Fofeph le France in this Account, and fo of all Judians,

meant -
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meant by the Word Sea is any Mafs or Collection of Salt Waters which
have a Tide. P. 38, in the fame Work, giving an Account of the Indians
paffing down to 2ork Fort. ¢ The River de Terre Rouge, and from that
¢ Place they defcend gradually to the Sea.” By which Fofeph le France
means Hudfon’s Bay. Governor Dobbs mentioning the Weftern Ocean of
America is a Miftake, which he was led into as having a Confiftency
with the Syftem which he had adopted. Thefe Warriors left their own
Country in Autumn, are faid to have lived near Porz Nelfon or York
Fort, and were at the Sea Side in April. Their not being fooner is not
to be attributed to the Length of the Journey but to the Seafon of the

Year. The old Indian was a Year returning to his own Country ; but
he was fatigued and almoft famifthed, fo labouring under a great Debi-
lity, and had his Food to feek in whatever Manner he could procure it.
The Winter alfo came on foon after his return from the Enemy. They
were on_the Weftern Side of the Land, which feparates Hudfon’s Bay
from that Sea, where they faw fo great a Tide. Afterwards paffed a.
Streight, which Streight lay North and South. The Sea they came from
and the Sea they paffed into after fuch Streight, laid Eaft and Weft.
They continually kept the Weftern Shore, as that was the Side on which
their Enemy lived ; and though they were fo long as three Months in
their Paffage, they were obliged to go every Day afhore to hunt, being
‘thirty in Company, required a pretty confiderable Subfiftance. Their
Canoes can bear no Serge or Wave when the Wind blows, therefore are
obliged to keep clofe to the Shore, and muft go to the Bottom of each
Bay.

This Account agrees both with that of dz Fonte and de Fuca. The Sea
they imbarked on was that at the Back of Hudfow’s Bay, and the Streight
might be formed by fome Ifland, or both the Shares approach each other,
tho® the Account is not fufficiently intelligible to make any Defcription of
it in the Map. De Fuca fays the Streight grew wider when he entered
fuch Sea, which feems to imply it had been narrow.. And the Iadians, as
before-mentioned, faid there was a Streight, and they can perceive the
Land on the other Side. De Fuca alfo mentions he went afhore, and
found the Land fruitful, and rich of Gold and Silver and Pearls, and
other Things, like Nova Hifpania. Which fhews it was a ‘mixed Coun-
try 3 for a fruitful Country and a Produce of Gold and Silver is not a.

7 Defcription
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Defcription compatible with one and the fame Part. The one we may
fuppofe the Defcription of the Parts nearer the Ocean, the other of the
Parts where the Tete Plat live : But the old Indian feems alfo to make
a Diftinction; for he fays they went to hunt in the Country and the
Woods. When they had paffed the Streight, they came into the broader
Part of the Streight of 4uian, which appeared to them to be a Sea. As
to the Place of their Imbarkation, they would be directed by where they
could procure Birch to make their Canoes,

The true Situation of the Part they went to, nor where they imbarked
is not to be determined with any Certainty ; but it doth not carry the
leaft Probability that the went to Warwith a People more than a thou-
fand Miles diftant. It is fcarce probable they had ever heard the Name
of the Inhabitants of thofe Parts, much more fo acquainted with their
Situation as to be able to form a Plan of going to conquer them. There
-muflt have been fome particular Caufe for their going to War with a Pegple
fo far off ; what that was it would be difficult to imagine; if it was only to
fhew their Prowefs, they muft have had Enemies nearer home, againft
whom there was a greater Probability of fucceeding. Neither could it be
at that Diftance, as they had one continued Scene of Fatigue until they
reached the Streights; their Hearts broken by Reafon of the Difappoint-
ment, the Heat of Summer, no venturing afhore but for a very thort Time,
either for Food or Refrefhment, as they expeted the Conquerors to
follow them with Canoes, it would have been impofiible for them ro
have reached the Streight. If they had "a hundred Leagues a direct
Courfe until they attained the Place of their Imbarkation, and.by going
round the Bays, might be near twice that Diftance, the Current alfo
againft them, it would be fufficient, ftout young Fellows, and full of
Blood as they were, for what they underwent to be fatal to them. It is
evident the Streight was not far from where they imbarked, and the Re-
lation {eems to exprefs it fo, as they had fuch a Fatigue in attaining to
it. Allowing the Tete Plat to be in Long. 108 Degrees from London,
and the true Courfe was W.S. W. or E. N. E. on their return, with.a
Diftance of a hundred Leagues, they would. alter their Latitude 114
Miles, and make 277 Miles Departure, which, with 27 Miles to a De-
gree, would make the Place of their Imbarkaticn to be in Longi-
tude 98 from Lomdon, about the Longitude of Ronguillo. As to the

3 Latitude.
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Latitude where the Tete Plat Indians live, and as to the Longitude it
is but conjeture; there is fuch a Difcordancy and Contradiftion in
the Maps, there is fuch Uncertainty, that the North-weft and Wefi
Parts beyond Huwdfon’s Bay in the Latitude of Churchill, feem to be
entirely unknown. But this is to be obferved, and which has been
my Direction in thefe Obfervations, the Northern Indians and the Heme
Indians about the Factory of 2vrk Fort, mention thefe Tete Plat Indians,
and fpeak of them as their Enemies, therefore they cannot be at fo great
a Diftance as the Weftern Ocean, neither further than where I have fup-
pofed their Country to be. For as the Time the Indians were going
there three Months, that is not to be confidered fo much with refpect
to the Diftance, as they would choofe a proper Seafon, when there were
the feweft Indians in the Towns, and were moftly engaged abroad in their
Summer hunting. Perhaps there are no People who plan better in the
Partizan Way, and execute with more Succefs. They fix the Time they
intend to make their Attack before they fet out, then proceed eafily and
gradually towards their Enemy’s Country, allowing a Sufficiency of
Time in which they may recover any Accident by which they might be
delayed, as unfeafonable Weather, Difficulty and Difappointments as to
procuring Subfiftance, or any Indifpofition, that they go to Aftion in
their full Strength and Vigour; as an Iudian who conduéts an Expedi-
tion would be as much contemned for Want of Prudence, on his Re-
turn to the Towns, as he would for his Want of Conduct in leading his
People to an Attack, and when the Enemy was too powerful not bring-
ing them off without the Lofs of a Scalp. In either of which Cafes the
young People, who obferve freely the moft exa¢t Difcipline, and im-
plicitly obey what he orders, would not go any more to War with him.

Which Way the Bojton Ship made this Paflage is uncertain, Gibbons
was acquainted with Bylo#, was Shipmate with him in Sir Thomas Butron’s
Voyage. Bylot was alfo with Gibbons the Time he loft his Seafon, by
being detained in the Ice. Bylor made an Expedition for Difcovery of
a Paffage in the Year 1615, on Sir Thomas Button having at a Trial of
a Tide off the Ifland of Nottingham, in Hudfon’s Streights, found it came
from the North-weft, and to be from an Opening at the Back of Cary’s
Swans-neft, this Tide he went in Purfuit of ; and was as far up as Lat.
65 Deg. 26 Min. then fuppofed where he was was nothing but a Bay,

R but
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but could not (he had gone up the Eaft) return down the Weft Shore.
Whether Gibbons took his Information from Bylet, and purfued his Plan,
is uncertain, and found his Way round the Head of Repulfe Bay. He
was alfo acquainted with what Fox had done, who went into Lat. 66 Deg.
5 Min. fo further than Bylot, who did not return down the Weftern
Shore; but his People being indifpofed, and not finding a North-weft
Tide, he haftened home. Thefe Parts, therefore, were not properly
fearched, the Conclufion drawn for there not being a Paffage there,
being that the Tide came from the Eaftward.

Or whether Gibbons went through Hudfow's Bay is equally uncertain.
The undifcovered Parts of which Bay, or the Openings that were not de-
termined in the Expedition in the Year 1747, are in a Map hereto ‘an-
nexed. But the Termination of Chefterfield’s or Bowden’s Inlet hath been
fince fearched by the Direction of the Hudfon’s Bay Company, and a
Plan made of it, which I have not feen. Their Defign was to go as far
up fuch Inlet until it terminated, or there was a Pafifage into another
Water., But as it is terminated by Land, and if there is no Inlet or
Opening left on the North or South Shore unfearched, or a Survey
taken from the Heights, by which they could be fatisfed there was
no Communication with any other Waters by which there could be a
Paflage, it is to be concluded that Cheferfield Inlet is no Streight or Paf-
{age as was expected, and it appeared to be as far as the Califorzias
Joat went up, according to the Report made at that Time. The People
who had been in the Boat belonging to the California, when the Ship
was going up #ager Bay, where, from the Depth of the Water, the
Breadth between both Shores, the high mountainous Land, there wis
great Reafon to believe there was a Streight or Paffage : Thofe People
declared, if there was a Streight they were affured that Chefferfic/d Inlet
was a Streight alfo.

There remains then to be fearched for the Difcovery of a Paflage, the
Opening called Piffo! Bay, in Hudfon’s Bay. . That Pact which Byloz and
Fox left undetermined, along the Coaft to Southward.of Bafins Baycal-
led Cumberland les, which entirely confifts of large Inléts and broken
Lands. We may be too premature in our Conclufions: as: to the Im-
practicapility of fuch a Paffage from the high Latitude and the Shorts
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but could not (he had gone up the Eaft) return down the Weft Shore.
Whether Gibbons took his Information from Bylet, and purfued his Plan,
is uncertain, and found his Way round the Head of Repulfe Bay. He
was alfo acquainted with what Fox had done, who went into Lat. 66 Deg.
5 Min. fo further than Bylot, who did not return down the Weftern
Shore; but his People being indifpofed, and not finding a North-weft
Tide, he haftened home. Thefe Parts, therefore, were not properly
fearched, the Conclufion drawn for there not being a Paffage there,
being that the Tide came from the Eaftward.

Or whether Gibbons went through Hudfow's Bay is equally uncertain.
The undifcovered Parts of which Bay, or the Openings that were not de-
termined in the Expedition in the Year 1747, are in a Map hereto ‘an-
nexed. But the Termination of Chefterfield’s or Bowden’s Inlet hath been
fince fearched by the Direction of the Hudfon’s Bay Company, and a
Plan made of it, which I have not feen. Their Defign was to go as far
up fuch Inlet until it terminated, or there was a Pafifage into another
Water., But as it is terminated by Land, and if there is no Inlet or
Opening left on the North or South Shore unfearched, or a Survey
taken from the Heights, by which they could be fatisfed there was
no Communication with any other Waters by which there could be a
Paflage, it is to be concluded that Cheferfield Inlet is no Streight or Paf-
{age as was expected, and it appeared to be as far as the Califorzias
Joat went up, according to the Report made at that Time. The People
who had been in the Boat belonging to the California, when the Ship
was going up #ager Bay, where, from the Depth of the Water, the
Breadth between both Shores, the high mountainous Land, there wis
great Reafon to believe there was a Streight or Paffage : Thofe People
declared, if there was a Streight they were affured that Chefferfic/d Inlet
was a Streight alfo.

There remains then to be fearched for the Difcovery of a Paflage, the
Opening called Piffo! Bay, in Hudfon’s Bay. . That Pact which Byloz and
Fox left undetermined, along the Coaft to Southward.of Bafins Baycal-
led Cumberland les, which entirely confifts of large Inléts and broken
Lands. We may be too premature in our Conclufions: as: to the Im-
practicapility of fuch a Paffage from the high Latitude and the Shorts
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nefs of the Seafon, as we have the Inftance of the Bofton Ship, which wis
fo far advanced in the Sea to Weftward of Hud/ox’s Bay in the Month of
Auguft; and fome Time would be taken up in finding out the Way.,
The firong Tides that fet in, and the Current when to Weftward, which
there is apparently in the other Sea, may give an Expedition that may
compenfate againft the Shortnefs of the Seafon. It is but a fhort Time
that would be required to pafs that Part of the Paflage which lies in
thofe high Latitudes, as the Courfe would be foon altered to the
Southward.

Seyxas y Lovera, in his Theatro Naval Hydrographico, in the feventh
Chapter, P. 426, fays, ¢ North-ealt of America there is the Coaft of
¢ Greenland, from fixty to fixty-eight Degrees, where there is to the Eaft
¢ the Entrance of the Streight of Frobifber. . North-weft in the different
Iflands which compofe the Northern Parts of duerica, there is the
Entrance of the Streight of Hudfon, where the North Sea communi-
cates with the South Sea, pafling out of the Entrance of the Streight
of Anian, which runs North-eaft and South-weft to the Northward of
¢ the Ifland of California, which Streight is hid by great Gulphs on
¢ the Part that is North of America, which contain fuch great Iflands,
¢ as Cumberland (or Eftoliland) that are more than one hundred Leagues
¢ in Length from North-eaft to South-weft, and their Extremity from
¢ Eaft to Weft more than feventy Leagues.’—Page 44. ¢ Some hold it
¢ for certain that you can fail from Spain to China through thofe Streights,
¢ or to fapan, or to the Lands of E/s, in three Months. As fays alfo
¢ Doctor Pedro de Syria; butit is the Opinion of D. 7. 7. 7, Author of
¢ the Hiftory of the Imperial States of the World, that he holds it for
¢ uncertain whether there is {uch Streight by which you can pafs from
¢ the North to the South Sea—P. 45. There were fome of.the Subjeéts
¢ of the King of France, who offered themfelves, if they could ge‘t his
¢ Majefty’s Licence, to perform that Voyage in four Months; entering
¢ the Canal de Hudfon from out of the Ocean, with a Courfe North-weil
¢ or Weft North-weft, taking always a Sight of the Coaft at Noon, they
¢ fhould attain to the Height of the 4r&ic Circle, or one Degree more,
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¢ as in making that Vioyage they will be favoured in that Part by the
¢ Currents and Winds from the Eaft and South-eaft, and afterwards in
R 2 ¢ their
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¢ their Paffage by the Streight of Anian, the Winds and Currents would

¢ be from the North.—It is faid that fome Strangers (on what Occa-

¢ fion is not faid) have gone that Rout; and that there is in the Ar-

¢ chieves of the Admiralty of Lifbon, and of the Contratacion at Seville, a

¢ Copy of fuch Rout; what 1 here obferve is the fame with what Don

¢« Francifco de San Millan obferves, from which or from the Copy of
¢ which Rout to be feen in various Languages, or the Difpofition of the

¢ faid Streights, he holds it for certain that there is fuch a Courfe, and
« relates, That a Hollander, on the Evidence of a Spaniard who was
¢ aboard his Ship, from the North of California, forced by the Winds
¢ from South-weft, attained to fixty-fix Degrees North-eaft, after-
¢ wards took a Courfe Eaft, and Eaft South-eaft, came into fifty-eight
¢ Degrees, when he entered the North Sea to Northward of Zerra Nova,
¢ from thence to Scotland, and from Scotland to Lifbon, in lefs than three
¢ Months from the Port of Nativadad to Lifbon, of which Voyage he
¢ makes no Doubt” And Seyxas obferves, he hath feen many other
Accounts of Voyages made from Holland, alfo from England, to the
South Sea in three or four Months, which he much doubts, from the
Shortnefs of the Time; alfo as in the Spanifh Hiftorians they have an
Account of what pafies in the feveral Parts of the South Sea, in Cathay,
and China, and no fuch Thing is to be found in the Bibliotheca of the
Licentiate Antonio de Leon, which fets forth all the Difcoveries and
Voyages which have been made from any Region from the Year 1200
in America.

It is plain from the Account of Seyxas, he doth not determine abfo-
lutely for a Paffige, but that there is a Paffage is his Opinion. His chief
Objection i to the Accounts from the Brevity of the Time in which the
Voyages were faid to be performed, and there being no Account in a
careful Writer of the Difcoveries made in thofe Parts. He doth not
confine the Paffage to Hudfor’s Bay, as T underftand him, but to the
Streight and the other Openings to Northward through Cumberland 1les,
and that they go up into as high a Latitude as the Aréic Circle. Which
is agreeable to Acofta’s Account, and gives a furcher Explanation to his
Mearning than I have already done. As to which Ifles, and to the North-
ward and Eaftward of Cary’s Swans-neft, it is' apparent, from the Peru-
{a}
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fal of the Voyages, there hath been no certain Account on 2 corﬁpleat
Difcovery as to thofe Parts. 'What he fays as to the Voyage of the Hol-
lander, it muft be obferved it was while Hollund was under the Spanifh
Government in the Reign of Philip the Second, and feems to be the
{ame Voyage, of which Mention hath been made that an Account was

found amongft the Papers of that Prince.

It hath been fhewn to have been the conftant Opinion of there being

a North-weft Paffage, from the Time foon after which the South Sea was
difcovered near the Weftern Part of America, and that this Opinion was
adopted by the greateft Men not only in the Time they lived, but whofe
Eminence and great Abilities are revered by the prefent Age. That
there is a Sea to' Weftward of Hud/or’s Bay, there hath been given the
concurrent Teftimony of Indians ; and of Navigators -and Indians that
there is a Streight which unites fuch Sea with the Weftern Ocean. The
Voyage which lead us into thefe Confiderations, hath fo many Circum-
" ftances relating to it, which, now they have been confidered, thew the
greateft Probability of its being authentick ; which carry with them as
much the Evidence of a Fa&, afford as great a Degree of Credibility as
we have for ‘any Tranfaction done a long Time fince, which hath not
been of a publick Nature and tranfacted in the Face of the World, fo
as to fall under the Notice of every one, though under the Difadvan-
tage that the Intent on one Part: muft have been to have it concealed
and ‘buried in Oblivion. Tranfacted alfo by Perfons in a private Part
of the World, who only fpoke of it amongft their Friends at home,
being themfelves Strangers to what they had effected, and made little
Account of their Voyage. Befides the Chagrin of their Difappointment,
and the illnatured Refletions it might fubject them to, they might think
it alfo beft not to communicate it to the Publick, as it might encourage
others to the like Undertaking, and fo they fall into the Hands of the
Spaniards, not only at the Hazard of their Ship, but their Lives, or at
deaft fubjeét them to many Hardfhips fuch as they had fuftained to no
Purpofe. = Therefore they thaught proper to fay little about their Difco-
very, as it might only be a Means of entrapping fome brave Adven-
turers, who might be animated by their Example to a like Undertaking,
Thefe would be and were, by its being fo little publithed on their Parts,
and
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(and no Accounts of it in England, which {hews their Friends were under
an Injunétion not to make it publick) the Refolutions of fuch fenfible
and i:agacious Men as Gibbons and Shapley were agreeable to which they
afted. All which Circumftances confidered, what Degree of Evidence
can be required more than hath been given to authenticate this Account
of de Fonte?

Thofe who argue againft-a North-weft Paffage have no better Foun-
dation’ for their Arguments; Than that there is no Tide from Weft-
ward, Which is arguing only for the Truth of a Syftem, and hath
nothing to do with the Reality of a Paffage; and in all Probability hath
been the principal Occafion’ that a Paffage hath not been compleated :
For-a different Coutfe of 'the Land, and fie Tide from Weitward, con-
cluded any further Searches in fuch Part; but on a due Survey made of
the Map, as the Tide will enter up ‘the Streight of de Fuca, and proba-

ly other contiguous Entrances which- are; not yet known, befides the
North-eaft Branch of the South Seas +which we fuppofe to join with {fuch
Streight 5 the Tide would fill that Sea on theBack of Hudfow’s Bay, and
the Opénings but be checked, to. the Northward by, the Current 3. and
may:be hindered from coming into Hudfon’s Bay through: the Inlet from
Caufes not known, or there being great Indraughts on the oppolite
Shore, which may take off the Force.of the Tide, and caufe it to come
but a fmall Way up fuch Inlet: 'There s Reafon to believe the proper
Paflage as-up the Streight of ide I \Fuca, therefore that is the proper
Streight of . Anian, -as de Fonte procecded no further than Las Reyes; and
declared  there was no North-weft Paffage 5 but the North-eaft Part of
the South Sea: hath- a° Communication, as'is expreficd- in' the Map, in
defcribing which a Certainty cannot- be expected, or an Exaftnefs but
what .may:be contradicted if a Difcovery. be made. . The Defign of the
Mapy, befidés what relatés to-the Expedition of de Fomts, is tojfhew there
is. a Streight, called the Stfeight of de Fuca. 1 A Sea at the Head of  that
Streight, at:the Back of Hudfon's Bay, from 'which Sea there is-a Paflfage
either’ by ‘anInlet into Hidfon's Bay, or' by a Streight at the Head of
Reprilfe Bay, and {o to Northward oftHudfan's Bay:; from which Streight
there is:a Paffage'into the: Norsh Seay: either-toEaftward of  the Land of
Cary's Swansneft into Hudfon's Streight, or by Cumberland Iles, and ex-
1 prefied
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prefled in the Map in the Manner that the refpective Accounts reprefent,
according to our Underftanding of them, with a Submiffion to Correction
and fuperior Judgment.  But an abfolute Contradiction without invalis
datmg the'Accounts on which fuch Map'is ‘conftruéted, orto fay there,
is no North-weft Paffage, which it is' impoffible fhould be 'determined
until 2 Search is made in the Parts which remain'to be fearched, ‘are no
Objections, are only Opinions, without any Authorlty to fupport them,
wh1ch Time muft rectify.

To make’an Expedition to difcovér whether there is a Paffage 'by thofe
Parts which remain unfearched, purpolely ftém England, is what I think
an honeft, difinterefted, or impartial Perfon carinot recommend, as fuch
Expeditions might"be repeated ‘with' great Expence) and|the Event un-
certain.” The 'Governmert gave ‘their Afiiftance, ‘and ‘the Generofity of
the Merchants hath been ‘fufficiently expérienced;’ both «in England and
America: Therefore it becomes every one whofe Intention it is folely
that fuch @ beneficial Service fhould be ‘done to avoid propofing what
might, in'the' Confequence, be an’ unnecefliiry Expence to Government,
and abufe the Generofity of the Merchants.

The Ships which went onthefe Expeditions, after they left the Osk-
weys, had no Place to put into, neither could they there Wood or Wa-
ter,. or conveniently repair a Damage. If they met with a Delay in paf-
fing Hudfon’s Streights, they were obliged,, from the fmall Part of the
Seafon that was remaining, to go to the Hudfon’s Bay Factories to winter;
that théy mighc have the more Time .the,next-Year; were obliged to
go to the Factories earlier than they were neceflitated on Account of the
Weather, in order to get their Ships laid up, and every other Conye-
nience for wintering prepared befere that the Winter fet in, The Hud-
Jor’s Bay Company, jealous. of a Delign' to interfere with their Trade,
probably their Fears not-ill grounded; the Confequence was, there was
no.Cordiality between the Factors and the Captains. The Ships People,
by wintering; fuffered in their Health; great Wages going on, a Confumps
tion of Provifions, a Spirit of Difcontent and Oppofition amongft the
inferior Officers; which ebftruéted the Succefs of the next Summer. To
obviate all which in any future Proccedings, a Difcovery was undertaken
on'ithe Coaft of Labrador, to find Harbours on that Coaft which Ships
could repair to if neceflary on their Voyage out, or to repair to on their
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rerusn, which they could be at foonet than at the Factories, ftay longer
on Difcovery, and return the fame Year to England. How well this At-
tempt  anfwered the Defign, may be colle@ted from the Extract from a
Journal of aVoyage hereunto annexed, performed in the Year 1753,
giving an Account of the Coalt of Labrador. As what is now to be
done in the Difcovery of a Paffage in Hudfow's Bay may be effected in a
Summer, and if there is the defired Succefs, an Inlet found by which
there is a Paffage into the Sea adjacent out of that Bay, the Vef-
fe] which makes fuch Difcovery, and all Ships at their return by fuch
Inlet, will have no Occafion to go 0 the Southern Part of the Bay,
it will be out of their Courfe, but proceed through: the Streights to
Labrador, there Wood and Water, get freth Fifh, and other Refreth-
ments ; can repair any Damage cither as to their Mafts, or their Hull,
and return the fame Year to England by the common Tract of the New-

foundland Ships, and not to go to the Orkneys.

That there was a good fithing Bank, a Coaft convenient for catrying
on a Fifhery, a Fur Trade, alfo for Whalebone and Oil with the Efkemaux
Indians, was a Difcovery the Confequence of that Attempt from America.
To take the Benefit of which Difcovery feems now to be the Intention
of the Publick. And a Survey of fuch Coaft being ordered to be made
by the Government, if fuch Survey is extended fo far as to thofe Parts,
in which as already mentioned fuch Paffage muft be, and without it is
fo far extended, the Defign of attaining a true Geographical Account of
the Northern Coafts of America would be incompleat. By this Means
it muft be known whether there is fuch a Paffage, the Probability of
which is unqueftionable. ~ Alfo by fuch Survey a better Account will be
got which Way the Whales take their Courfes, and confequently where
it is beft to go in Purfuit of them. Alfo as to thofe Efkemaux who fre-
quent to Northward of Hudfon’s Streights, where they retire to, and a
proper Place be found to keep 2 Fair with them. As thefe Efkemanx as
well as thofe on Greenland Side, who have not come into thofe Parts any
‘long Duration of Time, being the fame Kind of Indians with thofe in the

South Sea, and as they tranfport themfelves and Families from one Part
to another by Water, it feems highly probable that it is by fuch a Paffage
or Streight that they have got fo far to Eaftward. This Difcovery of a

Paflage
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Paffage can be made without any additional Expence, wove in with
other Services, as was in the Difcoveries which were ordered to be made
by the King of Spain on the Coafts of California. The Propriety of a
Veflel to make fuch a Survey, and the Abilities and Fidelity of the
Perfons will be undoubtedly taken Care for. The Run from Labra-
der, let it be from any Harbour, will be but fmall to any where,
where it is neceffary to make the Survey. The Perfons fent will go freih
out of Harbour, whereas, with 2 Run from the Orkneys, the People are
fatigued ; will now be refrefhed as if they had not come from Europe.
Will be out from fuch Harbour but a few Weeks, in a fine Seafon of the
Year, no Way debilitated by the Scurvy, and in a few Summers will be
enabled to compleat their Survey of that Coaft ; ufing fuch an Affiduity
as they proceed as not to leave any Part on Suppofition or Truft, but
being affured where any Inlet or Opening determines. A Perfon who
underftands Efkemaux, and one or more Efkemaux to be procured,
would be of Service as Pilots, and to give an Account of the adjacent
Country. And there is no Veffel (it is mentioned as perhaps it is not
fo very well known) fo proper and ferviceable for this long-thore Work
as a Marble-head Schooner, about fixty Tons, fortified as to the Ice, and
would be at all Times a ufeful Tender, and a proper Boat if neceflary
to be left at the Labrador. What would give due Force to fuch Expe-
ditions, would be the Commodore of the Man of War being fo near,
under whofe Eye the Whole would be done, who would dire their fit-
ting out, receive their Report on their return, order a Review if necef-
fary, and be the Occafion of that due Subordination and Obedience both
of Officers and Men, which it is often very difficult to efet on fuch
Voyages. Merit will then be diftinguithed, and the Credulity of the
Perfons at home will not be impofed on, and no Difcouragement of thofe
who diftinguith themf{elves in the Execution of fuch laudable Attempts.
Such a Paffage being difcovered, and the Sea entered to Weftward of
I[Hudfen’s Bay, the Manner of proceeding afterwards muft be left to fu-

perior Judgment.
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An EXTRACT from a Journal of aVoyage made
from Philadelphia in 1753,

HE Coaft of Labrador to Northward of the Latitude of 57 Deg. 30

Min. is reprefented by Captain Benjamin Gillam (an Extrat’ of
whofe Journal the Author had) as a perilous Coaft, and without any In«
lets ; therefore the Defign was to fall in with the Land to Southward of
that Latitude, which was attempted Auguft the 2d; a thick Fog, but
expected when more in with the Land to have clear Weather. They
faw Ice at times the whole Day, and in the Evening found themfelves
imbayed in a Body of Ice, and plainly perceiving Points of Rocks
amongft the Ice, ftood out again during the whole Nrght for a clear Sea,
which they fortunately obtained the next Morning.

[t was then propofed to ftand yet more Southward, to mal ke the Land
in Latitude 56° and fearch the Inlet of Davis From the 3d to the gth
had various Weather, the Air temperate, Ca 'u'..s and light Winds, thick
Fogs for fome Days, the latter Part of the Time haizey, with Rain,
which was fuccéeded the toth of Juguf with a hard Gale of Wind that
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moderated on the 11th, and clear Weather: Saw Rockweed, fome Kelp,
Land Birds, a Number of large Iflands of Ice, but no flat Ice; con-
cluded in the Afternoon that they faw the Loooming of the Land in Lat.
56 Deg. 2 Min. Long. 56 Deg. 42 Min. at Eight at Night had Sound-
ings g5 Fathom, at Ten at Night 8o Fathom.

Auguft the 12th, fine pleafant Weather ; at Eight o’Clock had 40 Fa-
thom Soundings, and at Ten made the Land, bearing W. by S. ten
Leagues. Many Iflands of Ice, but the Wind contrary for Davis’s
[nlet, ftood towards another Opening which promifed a good Har-
bour ; but not being able to attain it before Night, ftood on and off un-
til the next Morning, ‘fine pleafant Weather ; ‘and Auguft the 13th, by
Four in the Morning, were in with the Land. A Whale-boat, with pro-
per Hands, was fent to found a-head, and find a Harbour. = Soan after
a Cry was heard from an Ifland to Northward ; there appeared to be
five Perfons. Some Rings, Knives, Sciflors, and Iron Hoop, being taken
by the People into the Boat, after rowing about a League they entered
nto a fmalliHarbour, near the Place where the five Perfons were firft
{ven, but who had retired. Entering the Harbour they faw Shallops
built after the Newfoundiand Manner, at Anchor, with Buoys and Ca-
bles, a Maft, a fquare Yard athwart, with a Sail bent, a Tilt made of
Seal Skins abaft. Thefe Boats were tarred, that Summer’s Work. - Upon
the Sight of thefe Boats a- Doubt arofe whether they were Indians whom
they had feen, or fome unfortunate Shipwrecked People,

When the Boat got further into the Harbour two ZLjkemaux Indians
came off, the one a Man in Years, the other a young Man.. The elder
Man had a fmall black Beard. The elder Man being prefented with a
Ring, immediately put it on his Finger; the young Man did the fame
when one was prefented him. Both declined accepting Pieces of Iron
Hoop, a very agreeable Prefent to the Ljfkemaux on the Weftern Side
Hudfon's Bay. They knew what Fire-arms were, which they faw in the
Boat: Alfo afked for fome Pork, which they faw, and had been taken
into the Boat for Fear the Schooner and the Boat fhould be feparated ;
and, on the Boatfmen not having a Knife immediately ready, they pro-
duced a Knife apiece; and the elder Man ufed the Word Capitain: in
his Addrefs ; had a Complaifance in his Behaviour. From thefe Cir-

cumftances
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cumftances it was plain they carried on a Trade with the French ; tho’
the lateft French Authors reprefented them as a favage People, who would
never have any Commerce with them. © And a Motive for this Under-
tdking was from an Opinion, thatno Trade had been carried on in thefe
Parts, cither by Europeans or Americans, the printed Accounts and com-
mon Report both agreed in this, It was apparent to whom thefe Boats
belonged ; and there were ‘more ‘than- twenty Ejtemtaux afhore, of va-
rious Sexes and Ages, who kept fhaking of old Cloaths for Sale; and
the elder Man prefifed the People in the Boat very much to come afhore,
alfo to bring the Schooner to an Anchor, which was ftanding on and
off; but as the Day advanced, the Situation the Schooner was in, being
many. fmallIflands about, .and a fine Opening which promifed a good
Harbour in the main Land, they declined the Invitation ; and there was
an Eftemaux ready with a large Coil of Whalebone, feemingly for the
Boat to warp in to a fmall Cove and make faft with. = Thefe Civilities
were acknowledged by a Prefent being fent to thofe afhore, and after
fhewing where they intended for, the Boat returned aboard the Schooner.

The People on board 'the Schooner, as they advanced towards the
Inlet where they expected a Harbour, hoifted their Enfign, which was
very large, and fired two Swivels by way of Salute ; foon after the E/ke-

{=]

and when there was Occafion to lower the Schooner’s Colours, the Ejke-

mauxs difplayed on the Rocks -a large white Enfign, on a high Pole;

mauxs lowered theirs 3 the'Schooner’s Colours being again hoifted, they
hoifted theirs; but a Squal of Sleet and Rain came on, which prevented
their having a further Sight of each other. At Six in the Evening the
Schooner was anchored in a convenient Harbour, a level Shore, with
high rocky Land, bare in Spots, the other Parts covered with a2 good
Herbage and large Groves of Trees, Firs, Spruce, and Pine. An Even-
ing Gun was fired fo give the Natives Notice where the Schooner was,
and alfo a good Watch was fet.

Day, they fired 2 Swivel aboard the Schooner,
ed their Colours as a Signal for Trade; and a Party went
end the Heichths. The largeft Trees did not exceed ten

L
iameter, and fifty Feet in Heighth; many Runs of excellen

Water, Ponds in level Spots ; the Country !
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plentiful Herbage, the Flowers were now blown, the Berries not ripened,
and the Angelica, of which there was great Quantity, not feeded. They
had a very laborious Walk before they attained the defired Summit;
the Mufquetoes very troublefome. Being on an extraordinary Eminence
they faw the North and South Point of the main Land, or two Capes
which form a Bay, the Northermoft was computed to be fomething to
the Northward of Latitude 56, and the Southermoft in' Latitude j5s.
The Shore high and bold, to Northward a Number of Reefs of Rocks
lying out a great Way into the Sea, in the Southern Part of the Bay
many Iflands and two Inlets. Sixty Iflands of Ice of large Dimenfions
in Sight. In the afcending this Heighth, faw many Moofe Deer Paths,
Tracts of other Animals; and in the Ponds Trouts of abeut ten Inches
in Length. On the Shores few Fowl but Ducks, and a Plenty of Muftles.
The Weather very warm and pleafant. The Schooner’s People found a
Barrel, a Hogfhead Stave, and a Piece of hewed Wood, on which it was
conjectured that this was no unfrequented Harbour.

The next Morning, the 15th of Auguft, the Boat was fent to carry
two Perfons to the Head of the Harbour, that they might travel to a
Mountain about ten Miles off, to take a View of the inland Part of the
Country. When the Boat returned, the People brought Word they had
{een the Ruins of a Timber Houfe. The Boat was again manned to go ;
and take a Survey of it; and it appeared to have been a Houfe built |
for fome Perfons to winter in, of Logs joined together, part ftanding, !'
with a Chimney of Brick and Stone entire. The Houfe confifted of |

three Rooms, a Log Tent near, and a Pit dug in which they feemed to L
have buried their Beer. The Ground cleared at a Diftance round : The ‘
Woods burnt, feveral Hogfheads and Barrels, and feemingly a great |

Wafte of Bifcuit, Pork, Salt Fith, and other Provifions, which feemed
as if thofe who had been here had retired with great Precipitation ; |
neither had been long gone, as there were frefh Feer Marks on the |
Strand, and fome Trees lately hewn. The Marks on the Cafk fhewed :
that the People were from Loadon ; and it was fuppoied that as the Effe-
maux had not come to trade, there had been a Fray between the Effe-
maux and thefe Pecple; and when they confidered the compleat Man-
ner in which the Boats were equipped and rigged, doubted whether the
Iifkemaux had not overpowered them, and had fome of the People with

them. i
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them. The great Earneftnefs with which the elder of the Efemanx
made Signs for the People in the Boat to go afhore, feemed to be with
a particular Defign: Therefore it was thought prudent to be very care-
ful in the Watch at Night, to ftrike the Bell every half Hour, to keep
a- continual Walk on Deck, and call AU is well, that the Efkemanx
might hear, if they fhould intend a Surprize, that the People aboard
were on their Guard.

The Morning of  the 16th they run up to the Head of the Harbour
with the Schooner, to Wood and Water, there being Plenty of Wood
ready ‘cut, and a Place conveniently dammed up to confine a fine Stream
of excellent Water which came from the Heighths. There was then
found feveral Pieces of printed Books, in German and Englifb, the Eng-
lifh Moravian Hymns. Peas, Beans, Turnips, and Radifhes planted,
which feemed as if they would come to no great Perfetion, and judged
to have been fowed about three Weeks. The wooding and watering was

finihed by Ten at Night, but with no fmall Trouble on Account of the
Mufquetoes, though great Smoaks made to keep them off,

The two Perfons who had been fent to view the inland Country re-
turned in the Morning, after having fpent a rainy Night in the Woods ;
gave an Account that they had been forced to go round feveral fmall
Lakes, which made the Way longer than expeéted ; and the Mountain
was very fteep and rugged : Saw feveral large Spots of excellent Mea-
dow : The Timber much the fame as that on the Shores of the Har-
bour : That they faw two Inlets to Northward, extending a great Way
into the Land : That it was only the Branch of an Inlet that the Vefiel
was at Anchor in; but they faw the Termination of the Inlet to be in

large Ponds.

The 17th of Auguft the Schooner was to return to her firft Anchorage,
with an Intention to fearch the Inlets to Northward ;3 but the Wind
proved contrary, and a hard Gale, though the Weather pleafant. The
;8th the Wind moderated, and the Schooner returned to her former
Anchorage ; but the Wind did not ferve to quit the Harbour until the
19th in the Afternoon ; the Interval of Time had been filled ‘up ?{'1 brew-
ing Spruce Beer, and -doing other necefiary Work with refpect to the

Sails




Sails and Rigging. At Six in the Evening was clofe in with the Iflsad,
where they had {een the Ejkemaux, but now gone. It was not until the
21ft, by reafon of Calms and Currents, that they attained to the Inlet
to Northward. Thofe who had been fent out with the Boat to found
a-head, had feen on the Shore an Eftemaux Encampment, from which
they were but very lately retired, and brought from thence a Piece of a
Jawbone of a Spermaceti Whale, which was cut with a Hatchet. Itwas
plain from that the Efkemaux were fupplied with Iron Tocls: They alio
found a Piece of an Earthen Jar. They judged there had been about
eleven Tents. '

The 22d of Augujt, in the Morning, -the Ship’s Company catched
fome Cod ; they were but fmall, but fine full Fith. The Whaleboat
was fent up with fome Hands, .to found and find a Harbour: And three
Perfons went on Shore to a nigh Summit, about four Miles off, to view
the Country : Saw in their Way many Tracts of Deer, a deep Soil, good
Grafs, and met with -feveral large level Spots, -with Ponds of Water ;
thick Groves of Timber, and a plentiful Herbage. The Country, from
this Summit, appeared to confift of Ridges and Mountains ; and as the
Weather changed from fine and pleafant, to thick and hazey, they faw
the Clouds fettle on feveral Ridges of the Mountains near them, as alfo
on the Heighth where they were, and under them. And when they re-
turned the People on board faid they had had fome {mart Showers of
ain, which thofe who had been on the Heighth were not fenfible of.

In the Afternoon they proceeded with the Schooner to a Harbour
which thofe who had been fent out with the Whaleboat had difcovered,
an extraordinary fine Harbour ; and it may be here obferved in general,
that moft of the Harbours are very fine ones. There are many of them,
and not far the one from the other.

There were on the Shore, in many Places, the Remainder of Efemanx
Encampments, but fome Time fince they had been there. Timbers of
Boats, on the Shores, which were much decayed, had laid long in the
Weather ; in the Carpenter’s Opinion the Boats they had belonged to
muft have been built fifteen or twenty Years, {feemed to be the Timbers
of fuch Boats as had been feen with the ERemanx.

The
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The fucceeding Day there was fuch Weather as they could rot pro.
¢eed ; the Pay after, the 25th, run up ‘the Inlet about eight Leagues
from the Harbour, which was about eighteen Leagues from the Entrance
of the Inlet. As they proceeded they found the Country more level,
thick Woods, intermixed with Birch Trees, and both Shores afforded a
pleafant Verdure.  They could not proceed further with the Schooner,
by Reafon of Falls; which, being furveyed the next Day, might be
pafied with the Schooner, but with fome Difficulty. Therefore early in
the Morning of the 27th, at a proper Time of Tide, when the Falls
were level, a Party went in a Whaleboat, with a finall Boat in tow
loaded with Provifions, Bedding, and a Sail for a Tent, to explore the
Head of the Inlet. The furtheft they could get with the Boat was about
five Leagues, being intercepted by impaffable Falls, about 300 Feet in
Length, and forty Feet their perpendicular Height, though of gradual
Defcent. The Fall Rocks, but the Bank of the Northern Shore, which was
fteep, was a Kind of Marl, without any Mixture of Stone ; and no frozen
¥arth here, or in any other Part, ufual in Hudfon’s Bay, as was proved by
repeated  Experiments : - Therefore it may be concluded that this is a
more temperate Climate in Winter than in any Part about #ud/on’s Bay,
in the fame or lower Latitudes.

From the firft Falls to the fecond there were large Levels along Shore,
the Mountains at a confiderable Diftance within Land, efpecially thofe
on the North Side. The Mountains and Shores thick cloathed with
Pine, Spruce, Birch, and Alder, much larger and of better Growth
than thofe T'rees nearer the Sea Coaft ; fome Pines meafured twenty-five
Inches in Diameter. In a Pond, on the North Shore, faw two Beaver
Houfes, and there were Plenty of Beaver Marks, as Dams, Trees barked
and felled by them. The Water was freth between the firft and fecond
Falls. Poles of Indian Tents in many Places along Shore, Lodgments

only for fingle Families, tied together with Strips of Deer Skin, and
no Encampments after the E/kemaux Manner, thewed that a different Zx-
dians from the Ejfkemaux reforted into this Part. The whole Country

had a pleafant Appearance; but as they came near to the upper Falls,
the Verdure of the Woods, barren Points of Rocks that exalted them-
felves, terminating the View, the Difpofition of the Woods which had
all the Regularity of Art, joined to the Freedom of Nature, the Gloom

T of
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of the Evening, the flow fteady Courfe of the Water, and the Echoes of
the rumbling Fall, afforded fuch a Scene as affeGted even thofe - that
rowed ; and they faid, it was the pleafanteft Place they had cver feen.
On a level Point, beautifully green, fituated at a fmall Diftance from
an Opening in the Woods, and in full View of and Hearing of the Falls,
there were the Poles of an Indian Tent, which, from the Afhes fcarce
cold, a Breaft-bone of a wild Goofe, with fome little Meat on it that had
been broiled, Pieces of Birch Bark left, feemed to have been not long
deferted, and the Situation was fuch as expreffed the late Inhabitants
to have the fofteft Senfations. 'In coming up the Inlet they had found
where there had been a fmall Fire made, as fuppofed, to drefs Victuals,
but put out or covered with Turf, a ufual Pratice amongft Southern
Tudians to conceal the Smoke, when they fuppofe the Enemy is near.
The Boats were fecurely harboured, a Tent erected, with a good Fire
before it, and the People refted fecurely all Night.

The next Day, duguft the 28th, two Perfons were detached to a Sum-
mit, in Appearance about twelve Miles off, others went and hung Strings
of Beads, Combs, Knives, and other Peltry, on the Trees, fome ata
Mile, and others at a further Diftance, from where they kept their
Carp all Day, to invite the Indians to a Converfe with them ; but no
Indians were feen, nor any Thing meddled with. Thofe who had walked
to take the View from the Summit, faw the Water above the Falls ex-
tend a great Diftance into the Country, but not the Termination of it,
pafing through Meadow Lands of large Dimenfions, and by the Foot of
finall rifing Land, they faw a large high Ridge of blue Mountains at a
great Diftance, running North and South, which was fuppofed to be the
Bounds: of the new difcovered Sea in Hudfon’s Bay : Saw feveral other
Ridges of Land, but feemingly more level than thofe to Seaward; pafied
over in travelling feveral Spots of excellent Soil, the Timber of good
Size and Growth. There was a great Plenty of Grafs and Herbage ;
walked a great Way in an Judian Path, and faw {everal marked Trees,
as is practifed amongft the Southern Indians. 'They returned in the
Evening, much fatigued with the Heat of the Sun, and fwelled with
the Bites of Mufquetoes, and a {mall black Fly, like thofe in England
called a Midge. Thofe that ftaid at the Encampment were allo much
plagued with thefe Infects,.

The
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The Latitude of the upper Falis was 54 Deg. 48 Min. near the ima-
ginary Line that bounded the Eng/i/h and French Lamits in thefe Parts 5
and it being fuppofed that the two Inlets, feen from the Height above
the Harbour where they firft anchored, would terminate in the French
Limits 3 they therefore had declined making any Search there, and pro-
ceeded to fearch the Inlet to Northward.

The next Morning they fet out to return to the Schooner, with a
Defign to fearch the other Inlet to Northward, feen from the Mountain
at the Back of the firft Harbour, but not feen fince by Reafon of a
high Ridge of Mountains, as it was fuppofed, thiwcovered it. In the
Night there had been a fharp Froft, and early in the Morning a thick
Fog. About Ten in the Morning they were returned to the Schooner.
Several of the People, contrary to the written Inftructions which were
left, had rambled from the Veffel, got on the Heights, rolled down the
Indian Marks, which are Stones that they put up one on another on
the Knolls and Summits of Hills, to direét them in their journeying ; a
Proceeding which was highly diffatisfattory to the Commander, confi-
dering the Difpofition which it was found the Natives were in, and
whom, with the greateft Induftry, they could not get a Sight of. The
People had fhot fome few Fowl, which were plentier in this Inlet than
any where that they had feen, but very fhy and wild. They failed that
Aftetnoon to the Harbour which they were at when they firft entered
this Inlet.

Auguft the 2gth they failed out of this Inlet to go to the Northward,

keeping within a Ledge of Iflands, as they might pafs no Part of the
Coaft unfearched. Met with fome Difficulties amongft the Shoals and
Rocks ; but about Four in the Afternoon were clear of all, and plyed to

Windward to enter the third or more Northern Inlet, which they had
now open.. Saw at the Head of a pretty deep Cove, on the South Side
in that Inlet, a ftrong Smoke arife, and that immediately anfwered by a
lefier Smoke on the Northern Side of the Inlet. The Smoke on the
Northern Side the Inlet continued towering and frefhening; on feeing
which they immediately fteered for the Cove, fuppoling the Smoke
to be made by the Natives as a Signal for Trade; but were delayed en-
tering by the Tide of Ebb. At Sunfet were furprifed with a Squall of

T 2 Wind,
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Wind, which came on in a Moment, and the Schooner in extreme Dan-
ger of being afhore on the Rocks. A hard Gale fucceeded, but they
fortunately attained a Harbour, which had been before difcovered by the
Boat, and rode {ecure.

The 31ft of Auguft, the Weather being moderate, two Perfons went
over the Heights to the Head of the Cove, in Purfuit of the Natives ;
and three Perfons went in a Boat to the Head of the Cove, with fome |
trading Goods, and to pafs the two who walked, over the Water if it
ran up into the Country, and the Natives fhould be on the oppofite |
Shore 3 but after rowing up about two Leagues they found a Termina- |
tion of the Water, landed and afcended the Heights, where they found
a very large Plain, without Ponds, and a fine Soil, which they paflfed i
over and defcended into a Valley, thick Groves, good Grafs, and large
Ponds. Here they met with a Bear; which one of the People firing too
precipitately miffed. Several Bears had been feen before, fome Foxes, w
many Tracs of Wolves, both on the Shores and Inland, and in one
Place Otter Paths.

Three of the People were fent to return with the Boat aboard, and |
two fet out to go up a Mountain which promifed a good Sight of the |
Country, and feemed poffible that they might attain to the Summit of |
it, and return to the Schooner that Night; but were deceived by the |
Height of the Mountain as to the Diftance they were from it. In the ;
Afcent they found great Declivities and Hollows in the Sides of the
Mountain, ‘the Rocks rent in a moft furprifing Manner, having Rents or f
Fiffures in them from thirty to feventy Feet in Depth {fome tremendous |
to look down, and not above two or three Feet in Breadth. The Dogs
that were with them would not, after looking down, jump over them,
but howled and took a Sweep round. In the Levels and Hollows on
the Side there lay great Heaps of fallen Rock. Some Stones or folid
Pieces of ten or fifteen Tons Weight, befides innumerable leffer Pieces.
And found a Patch of Snow in one of the Hollows, about forty Feet in
Breadth, and fourteen Feet in perpendicular Height, frozen folid, and
feemed of the fame Confiftence with the Iflands of Ice. The Perfons;
though conftantly labouring, did not attain to the Top of the Moun-

wain until about Half an Hour before Sunfet, where they found a thin
Air,




( 141 )

Air, and a freth fharp cold Wind; though below, and in their Afcent,
they had experienced pleafant warm Weather, and little Wind. From
the Mountain they perceived a Smoke, about ten Miles off more inland,
the ufual Pratice of the Indians in the Evenings, when they form
their Camps, to make a Fire to drefs their Provifions, and to be by all
Night ; and it was then fufpetted that they were flying more inland,
and that the Smokes feen the Night before were Signals from one Party
to another to retire on {eeing the Schooner, fuppofing us Enemies. It
was too late that Night to return to the Head of the Cove, therefore en-
camped that Night on the Side of the Mountain in the Woods, near to
a level Spot without the leaft Unevennefs of above {ix Hundred Feet in
Breadth, and three Hundred over, exaétly refembling a Pavement with-
out any Fiffure or Opening in it.. The next Day got to the Head of the
Cove, near twelve Miles from the Mountain; on a Signal made the
Boat fetched them aboard, where the People expreflfed in their Counte-
nances a univerfal Joy at feeing their Commander fafe returned, which
was a_great Satisfation to him, as it was an Inftance more fincerely ex-
prefled than by formal Words addrefled to him, that they looked on
their Security to depend on his Prefervation. The Wind was contrary
to their getting out of the Harbour that Afterncon ;- but the Boats were
émployed in feeking the beft Channel for the Schooner to go out at.

The Morning of September the 2d, the Wind proved favourable, and
that Evening they got a good Way up the third Inlet. "When they were
fome Way up the Inlet, they difcovered a Smoke upon an Ifland at the
Entrance of the Inlet, and, when at Anchor, a Smoke alfo on the North
Shore. Therefore by Day-light, September the 3d, the Time when
Smokes are moft difcernable and looked out for by the Judians, a Perfon
was fent to fire the Brufh on an Eminence afhore, to anfwer that Smoke
{een on the North Shore the Night before. Then the Schooner pro-
ceeded up the Inlet, and by Ten 0’Clock was come to the Extremity of
it, which terminated in a Bay of very deep Water, furrounded by very
fteep Mountains, with Groves of Trees on them; but they found a good
Anchorage in a Cove, and an excellent Harbour. The Hei I

afcended, it was perceived there was a narrow Streight out of this Inlet,

which communicated with Ponds.. And that there was a fausth Inletto
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Northward, and which extended further to Weftward than the Inlet which
the Veflel was now in, and about four Miles off, beyond the Hills there
appeared a towering Smoke, upon the Sight of which the Perfons who
went to take the View returned aboard to get fome Provifions, and a
Yarcel of trading Goods, and fet out again with an Intention to feek
the Natives, and fpend the Night amongft them. The Boat put them
afhore where it was thought moft convenient and neareft Place to the
Smoke, but it proved otherwife ; for after travelling about three Miles
they fell in with a Chain of Ponds, which they were forced to go round.
Hot fultry Weather, the Woods thick, without the leaft Breath of Wind,
infinite Number of Mufquetoes and Midges. But by being thus to go
round the Ponds, had the Satisfattion of feeing feveral Beavers Dams
made to keep out the Tide Waters. They faw a Continuance of the
Smoke, and fhaped a Courfe for it ; but when on the Heights perceived
that the Smoke was on an Ifland about two Miles off the Shore in the
fourth Inlet, therefore returned to the Vefiel that Night,

The 4th of September, in the Morning, they towed out of the Harbour
they were in, the Wind foon after fprung up, and by Night they go
out of the Inlet, and anchored amongft fome Iflands, juft at the En-
trance of the fourth Inlet.

The next Morning, September the 5th, entered the fourth Inlet; but
being becalmed a fmall Time catched above fifty Cod, much fuch as
they had before taken. By Twelve 0’Clock were abreaft of the Hland
where they they had feen the Smoke on the 3d, and which was four
Leagues from the Entrance : Could perceive no Natives, but feveral
Fires, and that there had been a great burning of the Brufh ; foon after
faw a Snow lying at an Anchor, which hoifted Englifh Colours, and fired
a Gun. They hoifted the Colours aboard the Schooner, fired a Swivel,
and bore away for the Snow. The Wind was frefh, and, as the Schooner
was entering the Harbour, two People came running over the Rocks,
hailed, but it could not be well underitood what they faid ; but it was
a friendly Precaution as to fome Rocks which lay off there. The Snow’s
People then took to their Boat, and made a Trip to view the Schooner
as the was coming to an Anchor, and then returned aboard. A Whale-

boat
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boat was hoifted out, and a Perfon fent in it to go aboard the Snow,
and know where fhe was from, and to let the Captain know they would
be glad to fee him aboard the Schooner.

The Perfon fent, and Capt. Elijab Goff the Commander of the Snow,
returned aboard in a fhort Time ; and the Particulars of what the Cap-
tain related were, That the Snow was fitted out by Mr. Nefst, a Mer-
chant in London : That he, the prefent Captain, had been the Year be-
fore Mate of the fame Vefiel on this Coaft: That fhe was then fitted
out by Bell, Nefbit and Company ; the intended Voyage kept a great Se-
cret. They had, the Year before as a Captain, a Dane who had ufed
the Greenland Trade, and could talk the Eftemaux Language. That the
Snow had been at Newfoundland, and afterwards came on the Labrador
Coaft; but being Strangers to the Coaft, and the Captain very obftinate,
the Veflel was feveral Times in Danger, which raifed a Mutiny amongft
the People, who had formed a Refolution of feizing the Ship, and bear-
ing away for Newfoundland ; which Mutiny was appeafed, and the Peo-
ple confented to go to the Labrador, where they harboured July the
soth, in the fame Harbour which the Schooner: firft entered this Year.
They brought with them four of the Unitas Fratrum, or Moravian Bre-
thren, who were to remain during the Winter, to attain an Acquain-
tance with the Natives, and lay a Foundation of Trade : That the Houfe,
the Ruins of which the Difcoverer faw, was built for the Refidence of
thefe Brethren ; and, being compleated by the Beginning of September,-
the Snow left them in Poffeflion of it, and fet out to make Difcoveries,
and purfue a Trade to Northward : That they had fome Trade in Neflit’s
Harbour, the Name they had given to the Harbour where the Houfe
was, and alfo on the Coaft before they arrived at the Harbour: That
when they went to Northward ;- in about Lat. 55° 40  off the Ilands,.
amongft which the Schooner had harboured the preceding Night, fome
Efkemaux came aboard, and told the Daze Captain there were fome tra-
Northward, with Plenty of Trade, and ad-
vifed the Captain to come W here they were. The Captain afked, Why

they would not come along Side ? The Efemaux faid, It was dangerous

ding Boats come from the

on Account.of the. Surf. The Captain and fix others went in the Ship’s
Boat, with a Quantity of Goods to trade, but had no Fire Arms with
e them ; but the.Captain faid, No, they
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re very honeft Fellows. Captain Goff faw the Boat go round ah
|
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a

Number of Natives 3 but the Ifland hin-

]

land, upon which there was
'd him from having any further Sight of the Boat., After the Boat

hhad been gone about an Hour, he faw one or two of the Effesnaux with

r

over the Rocks; but never after faw any more of: the
People, or the Eftemaux. That the Snow lay ar a
e from the Ifland; he had no other Boat, one being left
vien Brethren. Capt. Goff waited three Days, and then
1e Snow to the Harbour where the Houfe was. The Snow
being fhort of Flands, he took the Moravian Brethren aboard, leaving a
Quantity of Provifions fufficient to fubfift the unhappy People who
vere mifling fhould they come there, until his Return. They put the
Key of the Houfe and a Letter in a Hole of a Tree; but on his Re-
turn this Year found the Houfe in Ruins, the Cafks and Hogftheads
broke to Pieces, and the Key and Letter gone. That what was fowed
there was by Way of Experiment.

returned with

Capt. Goff judged that the E/femanx traded with the French, as theit
Fifhgiggs, Knives, and Boats, were French ; and the Efkemaux-told them

e [

there was-a Settlement of twenty Ewropeans to Southward, which they
fuppofed to be fomewhere to Southward of Lat. 55, the Latitude of the
Cape they had named Cape Harrifon, which is the Southermoft Cape
that forms the Bay in which is Nefi’s Harbour, and the high Saddle-
back Land within, which is firft feen off at Sea they named St. Yobn's.
He faid that one of the Eftemanx offered a Quantity of Whalebone for
a Cutlafe, which they are very fond of; the Danifp Captain infifted on
having more, the Efkemaux anfwered, ‘If he would not take it that Capt.
Saleros would ; alluding, as fuppofed, to the Captain or Faftor at the
French Settlement. - The Boats the Efemanx had wére French : They
fpoke many French Words. And the Women worked the Boats, turned
them to Windward, and were very expert in the Management of them.

The Account given by the Mafter who went in the Schooner’s Boat
to fith for Cod (Capt. Goff not having yet got any) to the People in
the Boat was, That Mr. Nefbit was only, in this Cafe, an Agent or Fac-
tor for the Moravian Brethren, who aimed at a Settlement in thefe Parts,
and to attain a Proprietv by a prior Poffeflion, but that no Propriety

3 would
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would be allowed of by our Government: . That Peutions had: been
flung into the Board of Trade for Patents for the Lalrader, but were
rejected, and a free Trade would be permicted to all the Subjets of
Great Britain, which open Trade was the original Defign on which this
Pifcovery was undertaken by the People in America; the Execution of
which was not only interrupted by private Perfons ftealing the Scheme,
and being before hand, but hath been a great Hindrance to the Fifheres
being carried on in thofe Parts, a Trade eftablithed with the inland JTn-
dians and the Effemanx, and further Advantages which will be known,
on our being better acquainted with thofe Parts. ' For as to this Seve-
rity of the Eftemaux, inexcufably barbarcus, yet there were fome Provo-
cations which might have been avoided, and which incited thofe Z/e-
manx to this A&, whofe Hatred and Revenge, the Charalter of moft
Tndians, are rouzed at the flighteft Caufes. It appears from a Journal of
of the Boatfwain, wherein he makes a Valuation of the Trade, that they
had bought a2 Hundred Weight of Whalebone for Six-pence. The Efte.
mnaux were alfo treated with great Contempt and Rudenefs. A Perfon
aboard had bought a Pair of EfkemanxBoots ; and carrying them into. his
Cabbin, an Eftemaux followed claiming the Boots as his, faying that he
who fold thiem had no Right to fell them; and the Buyer fettled the
Matter by prefenting a Piftol at his Head. On which the E/kemaux cried
out in the French, Tout, Comerads, and retired.

Capt. Goff came this Year in Hopes to recover the People who were
miffing with the Boat, and to’ make a further Eflay as to the Trade,
but brought no Settlers with him, intended immediately for the Coafly
which he could not attain to on Account of the Ice, and went to T7i-
nity Bay in Newfoundland, where le ftaid fome Time. Sailed from thence
the 27th of Fune ; the 2d of Fuly faw French Ships in the Streights of
Belle Ifle, retarded by the Ice; and the: gth of Fuly joined Capt. Taylor
in a Sloop of about 35 Tons, fitted out from Rbode Ifland to go inPur=
fuit of a Nerth-welt Paffage; and if not fuccefsful to come down on
the Coaft of Labrader. Capt. Goff faid he had learned by Capt. Taylor
that the Philadelpbia Schooner would be out, and he fhould have fuf-
eéted this to be her, but fhe entered the Inlet fo readily, and came up
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with that Boldnefs as could not but-think that the Schooner was a French
Veffel acquainted with the Coaft; and he had received Orders to avoid
any Harbour in which a French Ship fhould appear. Capt. Zaylor had
feen a large French Sloop in Latitude 53, and to the Northward three
hundred Efkemaux, who had nothing to trade but their old Cloaths,
and who were: going further to Northward, but were hindered by the
Tce.  Capt. Goff and Taylor, who had entered into an Agreement to
affociate, were eight Days grappled to the Ice, and did not arrive at
Nefbit's Harbour until the 2oth of Faly. But had traded with fome of
the Efkemaux before, though for fmall Matters, and had fome of thefe
Efkemaux aboard for three fucceflive Days, who then left them, and
came no more aboard the Veflels. ~ Capt. Goff {ufpected, though he had
altgred his Drefs, that they had then recolle¢ted him. The 1ft of Au-
guft they failed from Nefbit’s Harbour, and attained to this Inlet where
he now was; and on the rith failed to the Northward, when Capt,
Taylor Yeft him; and on.the 25th returned here again. That the Smoke
which the Perfons faw on the 1fland when they travelled over Land,
and which the Schooner paffed that Day, was made by his Order, but
that- ke had not made any other Smoke; and this was for a Direction for
his Longboat, gone to the Northward to trade, and to fignify to Capt.
Taylor his being in the Harbour, whofe Return he expected.

Capt. Goff faid he had been in no Inlet but Nefbit’s Harbour, and in
this where the Snow was; and that Capt. Taylor, in the Snow’s Long-
boat, had fearched the Head of this Inlet, thewed a Draught of the
Coaft, which was defettive, as he knew nothing of the intermediate In-
lets. Had no Account of the inland Country ; of there being any Bea-

ver or other Furs to be acquired there; or of there being any Mines, of

which the Schooner’s People had feen many Inftances, and had collected
fome Ore. Capt. Goff had two Datch Draughts of the Coaft; made
from late Surveys; but they were very inaccurate, the Views taken
from Sea, and there the Land appeared clofe and continued ; the Inlets,
excepting that in which they now were, appearing like fmall Bays,
their Entrance being covered by Iflands. They had, this Year, found
the Corpfe of one of thofe who went in. the Boat, ftripped and lying
on en Ifland. 1 '

It
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It being rainy Weather, and the Wind contrary to the Schooner’s
going up the Inlet, they were derained, and on Sepiember the 8th the
Snow’s Longboat returned, after having been out fourteen Days, with
fome Whalebone, and a Quantity of Efemaxx Cloathing, which being
examined to find out if the Efemaux wore Furs, there was only feen a
fmall Slip of Otter Skin on one of the Frocks. And Capt. Goff, being
afked, faid ‘he never faw any Furs amongft them. Itis pretty evident
the Efkemany only pafs along this Coaft, to go and trade with the Efe-
maux in Hudfor's Streights, and occafionally put in as Weather or other
Occafions may make it neceflary, which keeps the Native or inland Ju-
dians from the Coaft, as they are their Enemies. The Ejfemgux go up
to Latitude 58, or further North ; there leave their great Boats, pafs a
fmall Neck of Land, taking their Canoes with them, and then go into
another Water which communicates with Hudfen’s Streights. Carry
their Return of Trade into Efkemaux Bay, where they live in Winter ; and
the French made confiderable Returns to O/ France, by the Whalebone
and Oil procured from thefe People. And this Account is agreeable to
the beft Information that could be procured.

While the Schoonet’s People were viewing the Cloaths, Word was
brought that the Efkemaux were coming, who may be heard fhouting al-
moft before that they can be difcerned, the Schooner’s People repaired
aboard. On the Colours aboard the Snow being hoifted, the Schooner’s
People difplayed theirs ; but the Snow being the neareft, and the Snow’s
People fo urged the Efkemaux to come along-fide them, that they were
afraid to_pafs. The Efkemaux had no large Boats with them, only their
Canoes, three of which came afterwards along-fide the Schooner. It
was pcrceived that none of the leading People were in the Canoes ; they
expofed no Marks or Shew of any Trade they had, which was ufual for
them to lay on the Outfide their Canoes; neverthelefs they were pre-
fented with Rings. It was fome Time before they began to trade with
the Snow’s People, and then it was carried on in a very peremptory

Manner.

The People in the Schooner, a light Wind {pringing tp, weighed An-
chor, with a Defign to proceed up the Inlet, expecting to be followed
: U 2 by
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by the Eftemanx, when they faw that théy were not'Affociatés: with the
Snow’s k r:oplre, 10 to have a future Opportunity of trading with them,
It was alfo confiftent with the Defign “they had of fearching this Inlet,
the firft Opportunity that offered. - They took-their Leave of Capt. Goff’
asi'they paffed, and when advaniced further beat ' their Drum. The
Lifkemany quitted- the Snow and came after the Schooner.’ ‘The Fire
Arms were all primed and in order aboard the Schooner, but concealed ;
each Man had his Station’; and they were ordered to treat the Efkemaux
‘a5’ Mén, ‘and to behave to them in an orderly Manner; no hallooing,
jumping, or wreftling with them when they came aboard ; not to refufe
{ome of the Efkemany to come aboard, and let others; as there were but
~nine’Canoes in all -

As the Efkemanx came along-fide the Schooner, they were prefented
" each with a Bifcuit, a Perfon ftanding in the main Chains with a Bafket
of Bifcuit for that Purpofe. Then they aboard the Schooner thewed a
Kettle, a Hatchet, and fome other Things, which feemed much ‘to
" pleafe the E_/"em'az:x One of them attempting to get into the Schooner,
two of the People helped him in : He was received civilly on the Quar-
ter- deck; the trading Box fhewed him, a Spoon, a Knife, and a Comb
with which he touched his Hair and feemed defirous of, were given him.
Other Efkemaux were. by this Time aboard. They were prefented with
Fith-hooks, fmall Knives, Combs, and a King George’s Shilling apiece,
_which they carefully put into their Sleeves. In the interim the Efemaux
who came firft aboard was gone to the Side, and called to another yet
in the Canoe under the Title of Capitane. The Efkemaux fo called to im-
_ mediately came aboard, {aluted the Commander with three Congees,
- znd kiffed each Cheek. - He was prefented with a Spoon and a Knife.
Being fhewn the Goods, appeared very defirous of a File, offering old
Cloaths for it. But the Commander fignified he would not trade for
old Cloaths, but Shoecock {which is Whalebone in thtir Language) or
Skins; and the latter he denoted to the Capitaine by a Piece of white
Bear Skin that the Capitaine had brought in his Hand. The Capitaine
expreficd by his Aétion that he had not either Bone or Skins: He was
then prefented with the File; was thewed a Matchcoat, which he fur-
veyed very accurately; figned to the Commander if he was not come.
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round from the South-weft, meaning, as fuppofed, from Quebeck or the
Guiph of §t. Lawrence. Afterwards took the Commander under his ‘
Arm, and-fhewed a Defire of going into the Cabbin, which was com-
plied with. He paffed the Door firft, and fat down in as regular a
_Manner ‘as any European, having firft accurately looked about him ; .but
chere were no Fire-Arms in Sight. - Refufed Wine, drank Spruce Beer ;
was fhewed a Sample of all the Kind of Goods, with which he {eemed
.well pleafed; and it was fignified to him that there was Plenty of them.
. While in the Cabbin the other Efkemaux who were on Deck, called to
their Capitaiie, they were invited down. Three of the Effemaux came,
but it was obfervable the Capitaine covered the Goods with a Woollen
Cloth, which lay on the Table. They were prefented with Beef and
Pudding, which they took, and returned on Deck. The Efemaux Ca-
pitaine put the Goods into the Box himfelf very honeftly, and feeming
to admire a fmall Brafs-handled Penknife, it was prefented to him., He
then returned on Deck, pointed to the Sun, lowered his Hand a little,
then made a Sign of fleeping by thutting his Eyes, and laying his Hand
to his Cheek, and fhewed with his Hand to have the Schooner to come
to an Anchor juft above. By which it was underftood that a little after
‘that Time the next Day he would be there with Trade. The Schooner,
_being by this Time oppofite t0 a narrow Paflage, or Streight formed by
Iflands, through which the Efkemaux had come into this Inlet, the Ca-
pitaine ordered his People into their Canoes, and retired with a Congee
himfelf, after repeating the Commander’s Name, to fee if he had it
right, and which he had been very induftrious to learn while he was in
the Cabbin, The Commander attended him to the Side ; and feeing in
his Canoe a War-bow and Arrows, which are of a curious Conftruttion,
preffed him to let him have them, though the {fame Thing as afking a
‘Man to part with the Sword he wore. The Capitaine, by Signs, thewed
he could not part with it, and feemed to exprefs it with great Reluc-
tance that he could not, This Circumftance, and their having no We-
aen with them, caufed the Schooner’s People to think they looked
“upon themfelves, when they fet out, as coming amongft their Enemies.
The Drum was beat uatil they were out of Sight; and the Capitaing,
juft before he loft Sight of the Schooner by being fhut in by the Iflands,
pointed o the Sun, and the anchoring Placec The Efemanx, while
aboard,
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aboard, behaved with great Decency and Silence; though at firft they
began to jump and halloo, as they had done aboard the Snow 5 but find-
ing the People of the Schooner not fo difpofed, foon left off.

Soon after the Schooner was anchored in an excellent Harbour, the
Snow’s Boat came along-fide, with the firft Mate and Agent. ‘They
were afked to mefs ; and it being enquired of them how far they had
been with the Longboat in the lait Trip, faid to Latitude e ¢
Had feen no Efkemaux, but within a few Days, though they had been
out fourteen Days. The Mate faid, that he had chafed a trading Boat,
with two Efkemaux in it, who had endeavoured to avoid them, and
"dodged amongft the Iflands; but he came up with them as though he
had been a Privateer’s Boat; run bolt aboard them, and fo frightened
Ythe Efkemaux that they fell on their Knees, cried out, Tout Comerado,
"and they would have given him all they had. He faid they took out the
‘Whalebone, which he brought aboard, about a Hundred and fifty
Weight, and paid them for it as much as he faw the Captain give. He
_{aw other Ejkemaux at times athore, where they invited him, but would
not venture; and fired a Blunderbufs, charged with thirteen Bullets,
over them, which caufed fome of them to fall down, others to bow,
Some Ejkemanx came along-fide, and traded their Cloaths ; but with great
__Fear, crying out, Tout Comemda,‘as he had four Men armed ftanding
in the Bow of the Boat. Said that thofe E/kemanx had, who were juft
gone from the Schooner, the Peoples Cloaths who had been trepanned
the laft Year, particularly.a brown Waiftcoat, which had had white But-
tons on it, and a white Great-coat. The Great-coat meant was a Freach
Matchcoat, which the Efemaux Captain had on, made up in a Frock
according to the Manner that they wear them. The fuppofed brown
Jacket was a French brown Cloth, and there were two Efkemaux who
‘had them. The Mate faid the Schooner’s People had talked of fome
Anlets ; but no Anfwer was made, on which he declared there was no
‘Inlet between Nefbi’s Harbour and where they then were, nor any Inlet
to Northward between that and Latitude 57° 14°. After making fome
Enquiries, as to what the Schooner’s People further intended, quitted,
and made for the Streight the Zfkemaux had paffed through.

This
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This is mentioned as an Inftance of what Caution fhould be ufed,
as to the Choice of Perfons fent on Expeditions to explore unfrequented
or unknown Parts, as the Adventurers may be Sufferers, and the Reafon
of their being fo a Secret, and thereon pronounce decifively no Advan-
tages are to be made, thus deprived of what might be greatly to their
private Emolument in Time under a proper Conduét, and to the Bene-
fit of the Publick. And there is a farther Misfortune attending an
improper Choice, which every focial and generous Man will confider.

That according to the Impreffions that Jndians receive on the firft Ac-
quaintance, a lafting Friendfhip may be expected, or an Enmity and
Jealoufy very difficult to remove, who, in the interim, will execute their
Revenge ; not on thofe who gave the Offence, but on all indifcrimi-
nately of the fame Complexion, when an Opportunity offers. Reafons
would be unneceflarily urged: in Support of what Experience proves,
and of which there have been feveral melancholy Examples on this
Coaft. Bya Privateer from New 2urk, {fome Years fince, the firlt Of-
fence was given ; thofe who have gone fince have done nothing to mollify
or abate this Enmity and Revenge. - There could be no Expectation
of a Reconciliation with thefe Indians, to the great Improvement of
Commierce in various Branches, but by the Meafures taken, the fending
fome of his Majefty’s Ships into thefe Parts to explore and get a Know-
ledge of the Coaft; and the Commanders to eftablith a Regulation,
which will be a Satisfaétion and Encouragement to every fair Trader;
and where the Trade long fince might have been brought to fome Per-
feftion, had it not been from the lictle dirty Avarice of thofe employed
by private Adventurers, who hindered the original Deflign having a due
Effe®; and by interfering the one with the other, to their mutual Pre-
judice, they prevented thofe Returns on their Voyages which might have
‘been otherwife made. The Confequence was, all future Attempts were
dropt, and it was indeed rendered almoft impofiible that any frefh Un-
dertakings fhould meet with Succefs, by the Difficulties flung in the
‘Way on Account of the Natives, but which will now be effectually re-
moved by the Government giving their Affiftance.

The next Morning three People were fent from the Schooner ta go on
- the Heights, to difcover the Water the Efkemaux had gone into, and to
{ee
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foo if the Eftemaux were coming. The Account brought back was,
¢hat there was feen an Judian trading Boat or Shallop under Sail, which
prefently tacked and ftood towards four other Shallops. They all low-
éred § .=.._l, and the Eftemaux feefied to be confulting together. Soon
after the People faw the Snow’s Longboat coming, the Shallops hoifted
Sail, then went one Canoe, afterwards two more, to the Snow’s Long-
boat, while the Shallops crouded away. The Schoener’s People, after
this Time, had no Opportunity of feeing the Efemanyx; and attributed
their coming no more to their Fear of meeting the Longboat, or the
bad Weather, it being wet and bluftering for the feveral fucceeding
Days. But they learned, after the Schooner had returned to Philadelphia,
that thofe in the Snow’s Longboat followed the Shallops, came up with
them, and took what they had., 'The Reafon'is apparent for their not
coming to the Schooner as they had no Trade, and as they might have
a Sufpicion that the Schooner’s People had a Connivance with thofe in
the Boat; efpecially as they might fee the three People from the Schooner
{tanding on the Heights.

The Commander fearched the Head of this Inlet, the Shores of which
were the moft barren of any that had yet been feen, from the Sea to the
Head of it, about nine Leagues. Upon their Return they found the
Snow gone ; they then went through the Streight by which they faw the
Efkemaux pafs to explore that Water. From this the Difcoverer pafied
between Iflands, without going out to Sea into a fecond Inlet ; and from
that to a third from where he had met the Snow, and the feventh from Ne/-
.bit’s Harbour. And the feventh or laft Inlet ran a North and Wefterly
Courfe, and terminated the furtheft inland, or had the moft Weftern
Longitude of any of the Inlets; and its Head about fifteen Leagues
from the Sea. '

Thefe laft three Inlets to Seaward are feparated by very large Iflands,
and have Iflands lying off ‘directly athwart their Entrance, fo that it is
difficult to difcover, when within ti:efe Iflands, that there is any Outlet to

the Sea.  The Iflands have little Wood on them, and are moftly barren

Rock ; but the main Land much as in the other Parts, only the Inland
more level. The blue Ridge. of Mountains appeared plaiper than from
any other Part, The Latitude of the furtheft Inlet about 56.

Having
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Having explored thefe refpective Waters and adjacent Country, and
Davis’s Inlet, confequently, though it is difficult to which properly to
affix the Name; and the Autumn being far advanced, as was apparent
from the Birch Leaves becoming yellow, the Berries Froft-bit, the Pines
and Spruce turning brown, fevere Gales, Snow and Sleet at times, and
exceflive cold on the high Land; fo as nething further could be carried:
on with any Spirit, but exceflive Fatigue, and the Health of the People,
as well preferved as on firft fetting out, would be now impaired, with
no certain Profpet of doing any Thing further that was material; fuf-
ficient Harbours having been found; on the 20th of September they fec

out on their Return,

Leaving the Land favoured with pleafant Weather, an Opportunity
waited for ta make an accurate Survey of the Fithing Bank, and to find
the Diftance it lay from the Land, which from the Soundings on making
the Land, the feeing the Iflands of Ice aground, and the Account of
Davis, was known to be there, and named by him W alfingbam’s Bank,
after the true Patriot and generous Patron of a Difcovery of a North-
weft Paffage. Sounding about a League from Land, with one Hundred
and fifty Fathom of Line, had no Ground. At about fix Leagues from
Land, twenty-five Fathoms afterwards various Soundings, and catched
a great many Cod, large and full fed, reckoned by the People aboard
to be very extraordinary Fith, fome of whom from Bofton followed the
Employ of fithing for Cod. The Bank was concluded to be about nine
Leagues broad, and ninety Fathom Soundings on the going off it, on
the Eaftern Side ; and it was concluded, on a pretty good Aflurance,
that it reaches from Lat. 57 to Lat. 54, if not further; but the Wea-
ther proving boifterous, as they ran to the Southward, could not con-
tinue their Soundings.

The Schooner founded with a Hundred and fifty Fathom of Line,
clofe by an Ifland of Ice, of a furprifing Magnitude, between the Bank
and the Shore, which was aground, and they did not get Soundings.
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E ' R'R' AT "A:

Page 15. L. 23. de Fuentes. The, read de Fuentes, the.
44. L. 11. de Fonte's, read de Fonte’s Account.
45. L. 36. Don Ronquillo, 7ead Don Pennelofia.

3. from, read in.
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54. L. 11, tO the Southward, read to the Northward.

61. L. 15. it, read this Miffion.

6. L. 29. as that worthy, read that worthy.

8>. L. 6. New Spain, rcad Florida.

L. 9. Florida, read Peruan Part.

83. L. 28. is confiftent, read is not confiftent.

go. L. 17. Rivers and Harbours, read River and Harbour.
106. L. 32. in the Year 1746, read until the Year 1745.
y11. L. 6. between the Sea, read the Ocean and the Sea,
136. L. 14. nigh Summit, read high Summit,

DIRECTIONS for placing the MAPS.

Map of de Fonte’s Dilcoveries, in Front.
Map of New Spain, from T orquemada, Page 86.
Map of the Difcoveries in Hudfon's Bay, Page 122.
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VOYAGES from ASIA to AMERICA,

Made by the Rufians for completing the Difcoveries of the North-
welt Coaft of America. ‘Tranflated from the High Dutch of M.
M ULLER, of the Royal Academy of Peterfburgh. Illuftrated

with Maps. The Second Edition,
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The Hiftory of KAMTSCHATKA and the KURILSKI ISLANDS,
with the Countries adjacent.
Iluftrated with Maps and Cuts. Publifhed at Peter/burgh in the R/
fian Language, by Order of her Imperial Majefty ; and cranflated
into Englifh by JAMES GRIEVE, M.D.
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