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I EDVWARD WARSDEN, THE ALSSKAN.
By

e w g
——

S. Hall Young.

The 1little brown Tsimpshean Indian, who oame intc the world May 19,
1869, at Father Duncan's @hristian colony in Rritish Columbiz, had no
marks of royalty, althouch he was the son of an Indian Ghief. Or, rather,
his father had been a chief hefore the cclony was broken off from the
tribe at Fort Simpson, and planted, wisely, a community by itself to be
Zoverned as a theoorazoy by a christian missionary.

The father of the baby was Shooquanahd, Father Duncan's first gonvert,
and his most loyal and efficient helver. The small papoose could not be
called beautiful even by the fondest mother. The term "cute" was all
that ocould be applied to him, either as a baby or a hoy. He grew up short
of stature, dumpy of body, with almost necroid features, wide flat,
fleshy nose, high cheek bones, eyes that had heavy lids and slmost slanted
like an oriental.

Where the Tsimpsheans oame foom, nobody knows. The usual zuess that
they were descendents of one of the lost ten tribes of Israel, has been
made concerning them, with about as much reason as when aprlied to =&
hundred other peorles. The most plausible conjecture is that they were
of the same origin as the Astecs of Wexico, and I mizht sustain this
theory by a hundred reasonable proofs. The only thing that we can say
with any rositiveness is that the Tsimpdesns ogcupying the coast of
British Colurbia, from Dixon Entrance in the north, to Queen Charlotte

eound in the south and the valleys of Naas and Skeena Rivers, were a

very distinct tribe, having a language that is full of 1abials, not
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gutturals, and of broad,open vowel sounds. It has been called the "Italian" O
of the Pacific Coast. The people were savage in the most emrha tic sense.
They were warlike, quarrelsome, and proud. They possessed slaves by the
hundreds, secured by raids upon the natives of Vanocouver Island and Puzet
Sound. They wer2 emphatioally the Ishr2els of the North. Their heathenism
was of a virulent and most savage type. While they coulgﬁge called

cannibals in the ordinary sense of the term, still their medicine men did
rend each other with their teeth, and even swallowed human flesh in the
frenzy of their incantations. While the totem poles and totemic images fourdd
80 freely among them could hardly be called idols, they indicated 2 multitude
of spirits to be propitiated, witches to be fearad and persecuted, and the
embodiment of the beasts and birds in a half human form, to become the

fanily suardians and the coats-of-arms for the different families of the
Prive.

Father Dunoan, a young drygoods clerk from London, came to this wild
tribd at Fort Simpson, where the natives were so fiercd that the Hudson Bay
post had to keep a strong force of white soldiers, or police, in order to
exist and trade at all. The Indians were rept outside the Fort, and {U#
only admitted one or two at a time, and then only undee strong guird. Intee-
tribal wars were constant and inter-family affrays. The people: looked
upon the white man not as a friend, but as ones from whom he expeéted material
gain. The native watched the white man foo a chance to get the best of him,
and murder him and plunder his stock of goods. Father Duncan, after two or
three years spent in learninc the language and to "think" Tsimpshean,as well
as talk it, 4id the bold and unusual thing of taking his converts clear away
from the rest of the tribe, and foundfng a communiiyy where christian civili-
zation could be exemplified, as well as taught. He built a great cathedral

church, 2 commodious school house, and then begdan to ered¢t saw mill, machine

shops,
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and afterwards salmon canneries, and to make Metlakatla a model christian,
self-supporting community. He h2d hard and fast ideas of what waé best fa
the Indians. The ten commandiyflsents were his code of laws, and their
infraction was punished by expnlsion from the community. He pvut down
witcheraft, sorcery, the old Indian potdflatohes, and the whole round of
"oldfashions." He made thé Indians he good. He was law-makerf, as well
as administrator of the lasw.For a lornz veriod of years he was absolute
monarch of a territory as large as the New England and the middle-dtlantic
states. He had gunboats at his beck and ocall. He could send his zreat
canoe full of armed volicemen for hundreds of miles alonz the co2st,
apprehend the orews of ships and schooners who were bringing whiskey or
molasses to make "hootch" into his territory, and could géfd/f¥éd/ sen-
tence them to ten years in the ohain 23 ng 2t Victoris. In Father Dunoan
the law and the gosvel were combined, and he did not allow & white man

to camp within three miles of his christian village.

Shoogquanahd was babtised Samuel Marsden, and his wife, Catherine.
Little Edward was one of 2 number of little Indians in that family, and was
reared directly under Father Dunocan's eye. The homely little chap evinced
geigns of genius very early. At thirteen he was vlaying the orzan for the
meetinzs in the big church. Pretty soon he was playing all the instruments
of the new brass band. Socn he was comvosing Tsimpsean hymns, and teaching
his companions to sing hymns and songs, and afterwards c&ntatges and
ordtorios. He was a musio=f zenius. He was not satisfied with learning to
play the piana well, but took it apart to see how 1t was made, 3and begame
an exvert plan® tuner, & trade which stcod him in cood stead when he was
ealled uvon to work his own w2y through colleze 3nd seminary.

Besides beine a2 musician, he learned other trades. Brickmiking was

one of his earliest. He became & machinist, a2 blacksmith, 2nd then an

angineer. He learned to make steam enzines and to rTun them, to mild boats
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apd to saill them, to build a saw-mill and run it,- all this before he was
nineteen!

Edwmard's father died when the boy was 2bout nine years of age. He was
converted at the age of fifteen, througzh the efforts of David Leask, a half
breed school teacher and helper of Father Duncan's. When the Metlakatlans
fled from, what Father Dunoan designated as "British Tyrfanny and eccla%%%}-
c2l oprression"in 1887, he was 2 young man of eichteen. He was farther
along t8wards an education than any other of the Tsimpsean youth, &lthough
he had had but little schooling. He was an insatiable reader, had a
curiosity that was always leading him to ex~eriment, to ask gquestions, and
ddd to consult the encyiredia. In 1888 he went with other young ¥elakat-
lans to the traininy schowm] at Sitka. Dr. Bheldon Jackson took notice of
the h#isht little fellow, and under his persuasions, Edward dedicst ed him-
self to the christian ministry, and joinad the Presbyterian Ohurch. Ha
applied himself, not only to books, but to mechanics; ds early 3as '88 he
was licensed ag 3 mwarine steam engineer and navizator. Indidmmtally, he
learned clogk and watch making, surveying, ocarpentry and cabinet making.

The boy was so bright and eaper, that Dr. Jackson took him east, and
#ith the help of Cen. Fatcn, who was Gommissioner of Eduoatiocn in the
Interier Dept. at Washington, Fdward was scon entered as a student at
¥arietta College, Ohio. He was there five years, taking an English and
Scientific/
course, graduating there in 1885. Thenoe, he went to Lane Theologiecal
Seminary in Cincinnati, graduating in 1898. With very little ald from
Cen. Faton and the Presby. Roard of Edusation, he made his way throu?hggiaege
seminary by tuning piz2nos, playing in brass bands, working at his various C

trades, add lecturing in chautauqua courses, Y.¥.C A.'s,churches, efc.

He took a thorouzh course of chautauqua reiding, and was mubh soucht after

by lecture bureaus, presbyteries, and churches.
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Along with his college and seminary education, he took a course of

law, with the Sprague Correspondenge School, and was qualifisd for the
Bar.

fdward declares that he was very far from being 2 bricht student,
and says it puzzles him still to know how he avar masgsed his examinatior
in oollege and seminary. But he did pass, and pass well, and his
fellow students speak of his diligzence, his cheerfulness, his
agcommodating soirit, 2nd his all-round zenius.

In 1898 Marsden was cordained st Varietta, Ohia, by the Presbytery
of Athena. He at once returnesd to Alaska, to zive himself to the work
of saving and teaching his pesople. Father Dunoan, although 2 very
great missionary, was 2 most arbitrary man, and very jezlous of his
prerozdtdves. Instead of being vroud of Edward, he called him egotis-
tical, and refused to let him preach at Metl2katla or helpy him in any
way. The presbyterian churoh sent him to the Thlincit village of
Saxman, near Ketohikan, 4 people of ancther race and langu2ze, and
he remainsd there 2 mamber of years ds missionary. He married Lucy
Kinninook, a daughter of the chief of the Tong2es tribe of Alaska.
They had no ochildren of their own, but have adopted three children of
Mrs. Marsden's sister. The 61iest of these, Marietta, a beautiful and
accomplished youngz lady, was recently married to & young man of
Metlakatla, and is helping in the new church.

As a missionary,Edward Marsden made good from the first. Saxman
was 3 new village, and thehveople very ignorant and crude. They
‘ needed houses that they micht learn, each family by itself, in cottage
| of their own. A saw-mill must be nrovéded, so Edward organized a
[ company and built one, ®ufing the particular work with hls won
hands. He wanted a house of his omn, so he 'ullt cne, which becanme

a church
a model for the other Indians. He needed, s0 he bullt that; was

his own architect and oarpenter. Schocl house and orphanaze were
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conatructed in the same way, Edward and his people doing 2ll the work,
and providing most of the money necessary.

Other communities called for him 3e missionary, so in addition 1O
Saxman, he had to startmissions and churches a% Ketchikan, Gravina,
Loring, Kasaan, Yoira Sound, Chomley, Quadra, Yatlakatla, and North Arm,
villages and oannery points distant from Saxman from three to fifty miles.
In southezst Alaska, our rosds are all waterways. Fdward oould reach
these points only by boat. First there was the gail hoat and row bHoat)
then the small steam hozt: then the larcer and more efficient ragolend
boat. He needed these boats, so one after another he built them, doing
the work himself; setting up the enzines and nagigating them. His steam
boat he ecalled the Marietta, his zasdlene motor boat, the Clad Tidings.

His work was rqmarkﬁbly sngcessful and fruitful. The natives at all
of these voints responded, and conversions were constant. Here wis one of
their own D=cple, come to teagh them the way of 1life; to show them the
way how to 1live in a cldany, decent, sanitary way; 2and to tezch them how
to work as well. He organized three churches and 2 number of mission
stations, 2nd with his own brain and hmnds desirned and constructed nedt
and substantizl churches 2t Kasaan, S:xman, and Metlakatl=a.

His work 2s an educator is hardly second to his labors as a rissionary
He hhse hflped over a hundred youns men and women to go to the higher
schools B? the States. He was Territorial S@pt. of the Christian Endeavor
work for about twenty years. He has toiled and planned for the politieal
freedom and citizenship of his peorle.

sd=n was re?eit&-ﬂy

Ly |
(/7]

Dong before Father Dunczan died 1n , Tdward ¥a

w
H

solicited by the Tsimpaeans to zo to Metlakatla and start 2 Preshyterian

church. Father Ddncan ovposed thie, and persisted in his fight against
commen schocle, the citizenship of the n2tives, and their hicher education,

repeatedly saying that to teach an Indian more than 3ugtenou:h to read hie
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Bible and do ordinary business at the stores, was to spoil him. Although

the Presbyterian chursh principally had provided him the funds for the
ereetion of his new colony in Alaska, and had promoted thait great enter-
prise, Father Dunean becams an ocutspoken enemy of that and everybthe:
church. He would not accept ordination himself, as that would imply some-

one having higher authority than he, himself, prossessed. The peopile

wanted Marsden, and would not be put off. The Presby. church for ten
years rofused to stdt a mission or orzan¥ze a cmroh at ¥etlakatla. But
when Fathsr Dunoan died, the was was clear. The great majority of the
¥Yetlakatlans, including almmost all of the influential men of the tribe,
insisted on having a Presby. church, with Edward Marsden as thelir pastor.
They prevailed, and in 1820 the Presbytery of Alaska met at Wetlakatls,

and a2 gchurch wae organized, with some sixty memébers.It now numbers over

300 communiocants, wih 3 Sunday Scll of three hundred.

gt onoe these presbyte rians 82id, "We must have a church of our own."
The grezt cathedral church w2s as much theirs as anybodys, for they built
it, but for the sake of peace, they sald, "Ve wi 11 put in nof claim that
will hrinﬁ about ocntention and litigzation. We will built our own churoh."
So Edward became his own architect, and with the asnistence of his P
people, only, he drew up the plans for & large, beautiful, modern church.
The Boxrd of Church PErection aided them to the extent of a zrant of$3,000
and a loan of $1,000. The rest of the money the Vetlakatlans provided.
Not & white man 1lifted & hammer or w2élded a saw upon that building. From
i1ts bold ‘start to its tr¥jumphant finish the Tsimpééane, with Edward 3t
their head, put up this - the finest churoch in Alaska. It could not be
duplicated anywhere in Alaska for less than £235,000. In January, 1923,
I went to Metlakatla to dediocate this noble building. I wish T oould
present to you an adequate plcture of the great meetines on that occasion.
Some 400 people gathered in the new church; a cheir of forty voices sang

classioal musice perfaoctly;-the whole cantata of "Esther", the oratorio of
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"The @oming of the King} s2lections from Handel's "Messiah," and other
great comrositions were rendeired with an accuracy, verve, and spirit that
I have never heard excelled by white choirs. An orchestra of fifteen
Pleces accompanied the sincers. The whole service breaxthed a spirit of
devotion and vital christianity that were refreshingz to the soul. President
Hardinz and his party were greeted and entertained at Vetlakatla last
July by part of the same great choir, and were enthusiastic 4in their praise
of these people. Two Presbyterian excursions last summer enjoyed the meet-
énzs there to the full.

Edward Marsden is, and in all pro®dbility to the end of his life, will
rem2in the dominating mind and heart of that model community. He is the
secretary of the town council, the aprcinted commissioner of the ocity, the
business man in all transactions with the government, the canneries and the
public. He is always leader of the large Christian Endeavor Society, and
has under his tutilace young men and women whom he 1s training for
christian work. There are constant access®fions to his church, and his
influence is widening as the years pass. He says that he has just begun to
work. He writes,"I am bhappy in the Lord's work, and pray to be spared to
finish it."

Last summer the axcursionists:ﬁv;efQSI towards purchasing & new organ
for Marsden's church. His peovle added enouch to raise the fund to £500,
and P¥fé bought 2 fine reed orzan. The great choir lonzs for 2 small-sized,
but good, pipe organ, which would cost some £3,500. Edward needs, 3lso, &
new and larger missionary boat, about #3,000, to finish the Sundsy Schocl
wing and provide pews for the church, and these aspiring young pecple need
8 library of 3,00Qor 4,000 volumes for thetr further esducation.

Edward Mazrsden 1s not of heroic builld or stature, and would be the last

tc claim heroic traits. He is simply 2 plain, devout and earnest minister

of the Gospel, who is successfully le=zdins his people '© & completer christ-

H& is very much an Indian, thinks as an Indian, and,

ian citizenshirp.
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altHouzh zentlemanly in his deportment, gmpresses gne as an Indjan, not &

white man. But he i1s a living monument of fSracd, and & shining exaszple of

what can be made out of the very raw and uncouth material of the Tsimpsean

native.
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KETCHIKAN ALASKA CHRONICLE,

WEDNESDA

Published every afternoon except Sunday by the Journal
Prieting Company, on Front street, Ketchikan, Alaska. |

EDWARD G. MORRISSEY - - - R. L. BERNARD

= —
Entered us second-class matter at the postoffice at Ket-|
chikan, Alaska, July 19, 1919, under the act
of March 3, 1879,

SUBSCRIPTION RATES
Delivered by carrier in Ketchikan, $1.25 per month.
By mail, postage prepaid ,at the following rates:

F—

One year, in advance b 512,00
fix months, in advance..... A L e RS .#.i.ng
Three months, in advance W L 1

One month, in advance. e . 1.28]

=

ADVERTISING RATES ON APPLICATION

Subscribers will confer a favor if they will notify the
prsiness office promptly of any failure or irregularity in
the delivery of their papers.

Telephone, business office and editorial rooms, 230,

MEMBERS OF THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
The Associated Press is exclusively entitled to the use
for republication of 2ll news dispatches credited to it
or not otherwise eredited in this paper and also the local
mews published herein.

EDWARD G. MORRISSEY - - - - - [Editor

OUR PLATFORM.

*—Anti-Bolshevism; anti-anarchism.

2—A square deal for both labor and capital.

3—Paper mills big enough to compete for the
Basiness of the whole Pacific Coast; and more
later.

4 Pusiness-like management of municipal and
territorial affairs, to assure Ketchikan and Alas-
ka the best and most economic service.

5—Governmental encouragement and .assist-
ance in regulating and building up the fishing
and mining industries,

6—A big scheol building.
teachers.

7—More permanent streets for Ketchikan.

8—More good roads for territory and distriet.

9— Asnericanism, which necessarvily involves,
the repudiation of the red flag and red flag
waving, whenever, wherever and however dis-

wlayed or found. LT o
DR. CONDIT’S ANSWER,

Dr. J. H. Condit, general missionary of the!
Presbytery of Alaska, in a communication, writ-
ten for publication, which appears in another |
part of this issue of the Chronicle takes the
opportunity of giving his views as to the
Metlakatla situation. As head of the Presby-
terian organization of Alaska, his views are
worthy of consideration and comment.

In the second paragraph of his communica-
tion, Dr. Condit says: '

“If s not my purpose to enter into the discussion
of the case m general, in your columns, inasmuch
g4s the issue is between the Department of the

Interior and the Trustees of the Will of PFather

Ducan together with the element in the community

favoring the continuance of the Christian Church

under the control of s=aid Trustees.”

Adeguate pay for

In this it will appear that Dr. Condit is slightly

. 1 L, L e e £ vy T L ol ol 0

far as the estate is concerned. And the|
trustees only are interested in the estate and
not in the form of worship indulged in by any
of the followers of the late great man of Metla-
katla.

The argument, to be exact, is directly between |

lthe Christian Church of Metlakatla and the Rev.

Edward Marsden, the native minister who heads
the Presbyterian church in Melakatla.

Il a fact recognized even by an eminent clergyman

of the Presbyterian church not in Alaska at this |
time, and who holds the view that the proper

solution is the removal of the Rev, Marsden to
some other field of activity, [ 7\

Dr. Condit’s statement that he has advised tlw.?

and leadership of Father Duncan is not involved £

thrhiha_n Alaska Glhr;urbz_ o

This is [}

to self-deten

af whic (R
guarantees to a
Resp

JA
Juneau, Alagka, .
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-~ o
2cus

Presbyterian members in Metlakatla to lay noi _, _ .

claim to the church, and to make provision to
hold their serviees elsewhere is commendable.
It is the right thing to do, as Dr. Condit realized
when he gave such advise, for the natives who
withdrew from the old organization could not,
under any stretch of imagination have any equit-
able claim to the property. As Dr. Condif, every

preacher of the gospel and every layman well |

knows has been the custom for centuries almost,

| whenever a portion of a congregation withdraws

it provides its own house of worship and forfeits
its rights to the church property.
But Dr. Condit is entirely in error in his state-

| ment that the withdrawing members have the

same equity rights that the remaining members
have. At law. according to the ruling of the
department of the interior, such a decizion may
be forced upon the old organization, but it is
not equitable. And further Dr. Condit reports
in the same paragraph that there are 147 mem-
bers of the Presbyterian church at Metlakatla,
“which indicates that more than a small majority
are identified with it.”

There has been much misrepresentation sent
from Metlakatla and Dr. Condit has undoubtedly
been grossly misinformed #s to this phase, for

| there are not 147 members of the Presbyterian

church. At one time it may be true that 147
persons affixed their signatures to a paper which
might have committed them to membership, and
if so they have since indieated their
withdraw. Better than that paper as evidence
of the standing of the respective organizations
is the vote which was taken on December 30,
when by apen ballot the Dunean
received 72 votes as against 26 for the Presby-
terian . church.

Agnin the Chronicle vreiterates its former
statement that the members of the Prashyterian
church were entively within their piehis to wifh-
diraw from the Christian church. to affiliate wif .
any denomination they saw fit, or with ]HI]’%.
That is their American right, but there their

desire 1«

followers

{ rights ended, so far as the Christian church

strueture was coneerned.

Would Dr. Condit, or any other minister hold
that if part of his congregation in Juneau or
elsewhere should withdraw from his church that
they would have an equity in the church prop-
erty? They cs?{'tainly would not and would not
have the affrontery to suggest it.

The memory of Father Duncan, Alaska’s great-
est missionary of all time, demands that his
followers be protected and that steps be taken
if necessary, to go to the President and congress
to get the relief necessary. The followers are
either entitled to their church wholly and undis-
turbed or they are not entitled to it at all. There

should be no division and can be none. They

must be given ' their church or deprived of it.

| And surely these native people who should be
[ constantly raised toward the highest state of

Christianity needs must have their faith shaken
i thavy are to be denrmived of that which thev

arl .,
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the repudiation of the red flag and ved flag
waving, whenever, wherever and however dis-
wlayed or found.

DR. CONDIT'S ANSWER.

Dr. J. H. Condit, general missionary of the
Presbytery of Alaska, in a communication, writ-
ten for publication, which appears in another
part of this issue of the Chronicle takes the
opportunity of giving his views as to the
Metlakatla situation. As head of the Presby-
terian organization of Alaska, his views are
worthy of consideration and comment.

In the second paragraph of his communica-
tion, Dr. Condit says:

“Tt is not my purpose to enter into the discussion

af the case i general, in your columns, inasmuch

ss the issue between the Department of the

Interior and the Trustees of the Will of Father

Ducan together with the element in the community

favoring the continuance of the Christian Church

ander the control of said Trustees.”

In this it will appear that D, Condit is slightly
misinformed as to the true situation at Metla-
katla in that the trustees of the will of Father
Duncan are in no way interested in the church
sittzation, except in so far as they, like all other
good citizens of Alaska, must be interested in
seeing justice done. In this condition it might
be said that one of the trustees is a Presbyterian,
and it was at the direct suggestion of the Pres-
byterian church that he came" to settle in
Southeastern Alagka. The church property, built
by the natives of Metlakatla under the direction

AkE Vv
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draw from the -Chris':;an’ehurch, fo dffiiiate Wi
any denomination they saw fit, or with none.
That is their American vight, but there their
| vights ended, so far as the Christian church
| structure was concerned.
|
' that if part of his congregation in Juneau or
elsewhere should withdraw from his church that
| they would have an equity in the church prop-
erty? They ce{'Lainly would not and would not
have the affrontery to suggest it.

The memory of Father Duncan, Alaska’s great-
est missionary of all time, demands that his
| followers be protected and that steps be taken
|if necessary, to go to the President and congress
i to get the relief necessary. The followers are
either entitled to their church wholly and undis-
| turbed or they are not entitled to it at all. There
Ifw'}lul.lld be no division and can be none. They
must be given -their church or deprived of it.

Would Dr. Condit, er any other minister hold 5
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| And surely these native people who chould be|

| constantly raised toward the highest state of
Christianity needs must have their faith shaken
if they are to be deprived of that which they

have owned for more than a quarter of a century |

and that which they and their forefathers builded
with their own hands.

But they will be given their church, for the
ficht will be carried on until that result
brought about.

Dr. Condit is a very estimable man.
been -carrying on-a great work-in
many ‘but. he been
| formed as to the Metlakatla situation.

1S

He has

.‘EI;L"-}\"E Lot

vears has misin-
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| commumicaTion | e
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Ttnd F TG advice to the

their: services els

church at

has been and is now to provide for

menibers of the!bia, confributed equally with the rest
Metlakatla | in the erection of the huilding m
laber and materials. They have also

sere. The Presby-|had an egual part in developing the

The Preshyterian Viewpoint tevian church been holding | other interests of Metlakatla, own a
To the Editor of Chronicle: s services i the auditorium | laxge part of the stock in the store
My .‘.;Hf.vm:-"-' has been called to an of the public <thool  building and | and olher enterprisés and are
.'a.iil.rlsl':zl 1 your issue of December | Proposes, as so0n as the 'way opens, 1 the original owners in these

¢1st entilled “Crime agaimst Father
Duncan” and especially to the para-
graph referving to the status of the
Preshyterian element there.

It is not my purpose to enter into
the discussion of the merits of the
caze in general, in your columng, in
s much as the issue is between the
pepartment of| the Interior and the
Trustees of the will of Father Dun-
ean together with the element in the
community favoring the continuance
of the Christian Church under the
cantrol of the said Trustees,

in so far as the Presbytery and
Preshyterian Church involved 1
would like to present the following:

1. The Presbytery lays no claim to
the ehurch building aft Metlakatla and
has never had the least thought or
purpose of confiscating the building,

\

!

is

to erect a modern church building

suited to its needs

2. But it is
members of the Presbyterian church
at Metiakatla
of seizing the old church building or
of foreibly occupying it they
precisely the same equity rights in
the that the rest the
people have, 1t happens that six out
of the ecight elders of the Presby-

have

building of

[tetian Chureh were at the time of

their election elders in the Christian

members in the Presbyterian Church,
a fact which seems to Padicate that
move than a small majovity of the
people identified with and
these people came with the rest of
{ the Mectlakatlans from British Colum-

are it

I stration.

!

as are the element adhbering

! old system, It is to
also true that while the | be said that ‘a large part oi 6N~
tributations to the erection of the

disclaim any purpose chureh building at Metlakatla were
made by Presbvterian denors and

this fact is capable of exact demon-
However, as before said,
elaim to ‘the building
beyvond the same equity rights which
they have in all the other propeity
at Metlakatla. In equity they are as
much the owners of the buildimg

they lay mo

a5

| Chureh, elected by the people by any one else,
public ballot. There are now 147 3. The position of the Chronicle

that the Presbyterian element had
a right to organize for worship and
to allipnn themselves with some
evangelical body rather than to con-
tinue under Independent rvelations is
certainly fair, It is simply the right




Editor of the Chronicle,
Ketchikan,

Alagka,

Sir:

In youwr issue of Jamuary 19¢h y
ny lester of January 4th and make it the

of that d ite,
It 1z not

7l 1t soems neces arv in tha

I ntated thut there wers “t the

dMetiakatlin Presbyterian clmreh, Your rsply 1s
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In the invarent of truth I must

In common with the members of
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had nothing to
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PRESBYTERY OF ALASKA

NO

HEADGQUARTERS
186 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK

g . U]
t i) I\ )
FEB 171 192}
PRESBYTERY OF YUKON
JAMES H. CONDIT
STATED CLERK
THE BOARD OF HOME MISSIONS
OF THE
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH INTHE U.S. A
TERRITORY OF ALASKA
JAMES H. CONDIT, D. D., GENERAL MISSIONARY
JUNEAU, ALASKA

bruary 3,1921

~
Rev, John A. Marquis,D.D.,

156 5th Avenue,

New York,

pear Dr, Marquis:

In a recent issue of

editorial on the lMetlakatla situation
of the government's attitude in that
church situation. It was of such a

write an explanation, which I did.

»

my letter and he editorial insp 2
another letter as closed copy.

In any event it is the lasy that I

to be determined in such manner

Edward Marsden was led by the editorial encleosed to

rite a statement for the Chronicle, I am enc. copy of h nt
which is a very good review of the situation I suspect
be published. However, for a clear statemtn letlakatla 1 n
gide of the issue it is worth whlle reading. to give e

ment to the Board.

this Presbyterian Church
are wrong, just as Father
element now in the Presb
sive in the commnity

is destined ¢t

The Presbyterians in letlakatla have s&cured a block of

ion of a modern
hought of stealing the old
v ] =

b8
opose t0 proceed to the erecti building just as
J :

X
sgon as the ¢

arrives, hey have no t

1 p 1 08; Rl
A R = i -’ 4 e
edifice of Father Duncan but in so far as thelr equlity rignis are concerned
they have as much title to the building as any other element,

The trustees ar
the conditions at lfetlakatla, and
ill not be for the best interes
involves unAmerican and unPresby
because they are wrong. THe Pre
right. The Board of Home M ssions

bytery has instituted and ought

basis as other workers among the

4 ight add that the S torial herein as ins ired and
s rnha - pon & $ v . - BE 48 g e - T 1
probably written by Mr, Strong, one of ¥ Trustees, resident in Hetchikan,
F 4
Co “-—:""._ YOou by
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trines of Our Tord and Saviour Jesus Jhrigt are not al
this church, If the followsars of Wathar Tuncan have ask
yaptized,as ‘they have alraady done,thav ars igeardin?
aggion o0f the church, Thesa hrathran that fully accept,
Duncan's faith and ralizious oractices have a rignt 1o
W
chosan Taith a2xactly in the *hat oftharas havs

. c f /\‘
yther fppms of ""J.itiuéLdzu% a %?’gf 73 ZEM

Tather Tuncan,if %the

ama wWAav + /]
'

mdar nlitics of the cammunityv is 17
bad- shave the church is in bad shape alsgo, Te can c¢ite many in-
gstances h"i the }',:')ug‘ 0t I0T"9N1nD w4a .:1_ nged hacaluse Of ’:_-: ines:
troubles; 0; hen the cannerv,store and sawmill were shut down

scause of a disoute in the church, Cnurcn ani 8LAaLe,% ich 1

a0 abhorrent to the mind of avery American,is Fatner Tangan's
ith and nractics. Thoavar nlsads for the Amarigan v 0f Y=

shipping God in latlakatla commits rime azainst Father Dunca

Te ’]“.t‘i_“' tn the hi-“;:-:“ trustass,

APtepr wa laft the Church of Tngland in 1332,ihere was no
e r}‘ﬂ"-'ﬂi?'!f‘i_-‘)!ﬂ.. st 014 and law atlakatla, [+ ig heeanse 0
this our parents aivised us to join the Preshyierian Onureh Y,
itka when we wamt there to school in 1333, lany more *On

atlakatla later on did the same thinz there and in other nlacs
in Alaska as well as in the states, If thers was a church organ
zation at ilstlakatl ‘1‘ nakes no difference what Xin it 'S,
there would have hesn no lvation Armv corps,no Tnisconal men-
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yars,an 1t thisg time it wou 'Q'f-‘r';-l-._,-"-(\f:r’)q *ht unnecessar 07
the ajoritvy of the ietlakatlawes chiristians ¢ q ] in the Pres
byterian Churech,

then the Hetlakatla caurch building was dadicated in )7

5 1}
t was declared e the common oronertv of all the neonle o
wetlakatlsa v The nistar of tne church himsgel?y, n Uct,1 -:‘ 2
the Roar t Tlders who was annually slsctad hy all the town
annle t0 aontrol the use of the adi f_j-"-',"a' in the atlacat]

chngan




11ding,and committad themselveg in writine hv a unani-

as in the past,would be used by anv and all raligiouns societies
in the town. 4 very unheard of arranczement! Tet that was Pather

Duncan's own arrangement ,and that was how we used it since he

died. Theare have hean Momgzrazational yquaker,llethodist ,Tniscona-

lian,Preshytarian,Salvation Army,and what not,n

etlakatla church puloit, Tha Sunday hefors last Christmas

head of the Salvation riny in 4laska ordained a new hoard of

s 14

- . ; A . - ’ anan !4
elders in this very church,All this azreng with Tather Duncan's
'i'l""l""]“. =] -»-g-\l'f‘l'F >

Purinz the two years,llov,1913-0ect,1920,that T ministared i
this church,on the invitation of nv peonle,our attendance was
far bettar than that nf father Duncan's nwn racord, Not only

."
that but¥the peonle actually had the courage to ask to he hap-

tized,and be allowed to obgarve the Holy Raqmammnian Comaunion!

n the % vaaro 1 449 nn [ ) 1 1 E :
~© w8 LWO0 years I have mentioned I have hantizaed 157 adults
and infants in this church.
ldviged Hhv Mr.Strono the Duncan truates tha 2a171aw : '
. L : o 20 159 L7 nean rustaa,ins followarsg )L
~ ™ = B 1 1
‘.1'-}."*?" unean SA1ZA ti nt) Xatlg :‘:'_];’"'j"' \11‘ line ar _f‘{u-i\ »
- 4 - - LA '
Ot 2Z1 Qon . 3 o 2 . 1 5
VoL el ,]__ } Vyand oust%an .tha zJi"‘"iq‘-)-._PT_..‘l!T’"I_ iN memhears fronm the s 1me
ot T s 2} et al; - :
I‘liTi‘lﬂ, . ny 31 in t f-'.'a" 7]1"“'4‘ Lrlq !‘;]."T"T._]""- ‘.T'"'".r" 1emnera? The
! 191 | L AN/ ES
ya 3 e ) L = : :
11dn they nut out the ip18copaliang? Did the Praghvterian

s |

‘furch,or any one resoresantine tha erashyterian Church,lav

¢laim to the buildinz? Vot a% that time,nor at anv other time,
either hefors or aftep
ow of claim to the axclusive use of the bHbuilding
iecording to the mandate of the neople who hyilt

1aintained the 48%1akatla chureh ae

i—l‘_}_ﬂqgi:_-_’rf_p .”‘i_ an ma __‘J.-‘\nq i_‘ﬂ dmt ] akatla have
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ers in relizion,about a bill in Congress,a 80 on,comes Lro
the poor disappolnted Duncan trustess, This church bui lng,af=

ter 1ts smizure,is reagtored to iks orizinal oynar,tne town o

-

.““,‘:f’ari“.*.]f-‘.,‘l')_\? oridar ot fr‘:: ".‘.1(:?'--1*_-‘11-}};- YL the 1_--1_1:-_~¢m~‘|_~”-. nho hds

. Xinatrxanthorityxaver jurisdiction ovar public nronarty on

Annetts Tsland,

) "‘:, o qu- . TE. ra 9 --_-_-t‘a-q-(‘ ",1-_»-_.-,,_{-“" IF_'-I"I'-' 1 .’.1’_ "[__I"‘ L,':l )__Q'ﬂ ;‘:,_:
anhurch bhui iing iKm nvhody alse, Thav nave sYry avaryv richt )
nis
™ o 9 - I : b= =7 3 2 3 -
organize fhemss ra8 accorvadinyg tn tha Pai th and rali "1INI1l8 Nraf -
] : R w} 4 Lo el A -
tices, But when the buildinz is a con ity pronsrtv,and so
dedicated as such by Pather Dunecan nimsslf .,no other hand o S
limavanr - 4 oo R A E o ; 2| AT ) e
118vers unaf worship with them can he Msted of the hilding,as
was donas on Ot 21 1990
1ons ! U 2 s 1920,
ne monav in the Ninecan ws 1) AT B Pivam aniirosao s "ha
ne onav 1n L 1} ANCAT L L LIS . 1h) L VIArC v J
r‘}‘\l! F"\'-'r'i_.‘)‘ 1 nn 0f tha at ] 3 & y 4 1 a8 n 16iv;q(~; 4'.—J the h l'i‘\i_”“ "o antara
-4 Y 1 . .
rises at Q] AN aw ketlakatla; the subserintion o TPathar
: 1 . b ) . . - p ny 4 ¥ * h Amari
nean oun »f his salary; tha 1 arge mona LLLS OT Lne L
. . i . | i - b | + e T+
neriastians r the Aalo o na Wetlakatla 200lm; the r0) a
the business enternriges in nien tne natives wars nartnars 1%l
'ather Duncan, and the deductions of Piftv cents new dav of »s
ale cannary and sawmill hand for the medicsal fund,
| "ma o 1 s 1 ¢ 1 o Ay o b T O, ¢ . "
uooore 1 13 Onms 9 N8 Trailtiss of human na Lurs 7
*0 0 ¢ ‘1"\?"‘#-{)’1 4-,-} oW ‘_b\_:i;rgr‘\.‘,-’T v oo aratad £ Ay - 3 2 .
CEETERRRLLS IVIArALeq 1rom his own work, i,
"']"‘A s T - -0 - - =
I ‘ %, A1NE€ o1 israsl,did some 00 PK ©T0r his 0unLvry,nuat his
3 3 - .
Prs 38 dan<sero: ) ( ey ’
on 3 Ansrcils T -‘:'Q?"'*-l_ . 1Mmas, P (! AN and the Ork SOmMM—
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. 5.
0f every Amarican th:t the two outshininz Pizures that combine
: lovely parsonal character to the uorightness of puhlie husgines
| 'g/ﬁtit ns Father o nis Bountrv ana Sne raat fmanei ator,
50 w8 have divided Wathar Dunean into two narts: The ona , +
.'L""j_ﬁ"‘-']"'f! ®a life lonz Chrisgtian ;r‘.')‘.‘_‘r'._qr“',r;,., 18] Pegaeorificine
- : missionary, The other,the theoriss,ths practices,the work, Ts ra-

),
Y
& ‘ ‘-‘:1"'_',-’_"’!'["')'1"3.'3."‘ i '!'IT'I ‘;‘.}_ wAvVS craata ""."1,'.1';‘_5-_5.' The Y‘-b"_-}‘i_r“q_ T the nns
| are in our midst and thev are sacred to s, 7 nrefer to snd the
- othar with the nassing away of the lsader,
ke
IQ “i}_ﬂ’i"’ voil lmave 11s alons wa 111 narpatilate Tathar noe ¥
memory in a way that will zladden vour aart,and not in the wav
. : : you think we ought to be, We are not an ungrataful veonle,and x=
your repeated misrsprasentations of ug in vour paner are only
narming us Aan the cauge that Tather Duncan as = 118310n4arv
' gstands for,
Aftar the conventions of .June 21 and 22,1920,in ich :
atlakatla christians wers in 1 Ltendance ,and yliowing the rafar-
endum ot the 23rd to the 26th,of the same month,183 of the sane
christians appesaled to the Preshviery of Alaska for a church or-
11zation, The Presbyitsary first sent two of its membars hears %o
12Ke an official investigation, Thess nen met with the nmeonlse
and tne date of orzZanization,Auz,1,1920,9as fixed, But svery
)
objection had to Hhe mat with s0 the date w ostnonmai to Sept.
N
15, Somes of the snmemias had to he consiultad so it was arain nogt-
oned to Oct,17, After chance was given $o any one hers to shovw
cause rrﬂ theare should be no orranizati {‘ﬁ,n ~qjﬂw-ﬁw MMinioy
. raa that +“ﬂ’, 'ﬁ",,':"T.)""] nf 4.’.,\ 1‘::{ anD 1e ¥as 1‘_,— ""f"'. Tha \‘_1‘
formalitims wers than ohsarvad and the orzanization of ths Pras-
. ' ytarian Church af Metlakatla was aPfactead on the avening of
: ‘ )et,18,1920,in the auditorium of the Government hHuilding,bv the
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of Deacons t0o srect a modern church buildinz to he
Pragbytearian Church of lstlakatla,and not by tha to
lakatla,

Agide from the ofTic i_d/‘mﬂliﬁﬂ:,-’-’. nave in this
good Sunday School, e have also a reagular Christia
Society which is alrmady d4oinx 20nd work amonz the
not only in tha church but in the town. Then ‘heres
Society,the Praysr-mesting Rand, the Choit and the
>oma 01 you heagrd our orchestra in the dethodi
etchikan somstime ago,but Rou have not yat heard o

i141n whs Qraone

y—

new choir of twentyfive membars,inc
y L

") ; ] 3 F . ) " 1Y &% 5 T , T e

people,produces uplifting musice\ Te arse nlanning

anjoymsnt the rendarinz of some oratorio of the c¢la

*Redemption,” or "Israsl in Tzvot" sometine in the

whenaver we ara able %0 sacure the hooks,

OQur ssrvices are well attended, Throuzh the ps

the local office of tha Bureau of Tducation,ws wors

1

auditorium of the school house onlv oan Sundays. Our

during the mesk are held in the pnrivate houses and

Crnuracr A
n Tndeavor

vOouns nennis

st Church of
" $ Th+ o
1r ¢enoir,. 1ni

stra all 110
LT 'ii'l" MR AT B

nr {‘).1» ).,-‘r"

gs of *Eli

nturs,or

rmigsion 0O

hin in the

othar mastings

gsomatimes 1in

some of the society halls, The numbar of psople that coma to our
services,and that have no wishes to anter the Preshvterian Churc

and are not in anv wav asked to entar the Church,testifing to the

SRt - PN T o s
ghnaraciar of MWW FTOSDAL meatin *g .,

Our memhars of 166 adultes on Tan, 16, rapragent

rl

constitusncy of hetween 200 and 350 human sonuls, The

- |

1920 gives the town not quite 600, The Salvation Army clains

LiZures are sait-svident and thev morea than

, 4
statemants,

» 75 mam or mora members,the Tpisconalians ahout 30, Thess

The town elsctions of Dme.21 and %0 £or councilmen nd

shureh H v 13 ST + : A : . s
church buaildin T trustensg did nnot c mesrn anv rali o hius faiths T




az clerk of the mass mesting on Dec,03 whean tins gandidateas Ior
church trusteams wars nominatad and T know what 1 am svn#aking a-
bout. Tha words attributed to me in that nasting by iiegsrs, 5hro
Hawsny and Hayward did no# accord with the nurnoss of the mest-
3 ] 3 Thlv
ing,and thers were nsarly 400 parsons prassni in that assemhly.
"Ons 0f the (Duncan) trusteas is a Pragbytarian and 1t was
. s . 1 . Y« £l o } ey p ;
at the direct suzzestion of the Prashyterian Cnurch that he came
to settle in Southeastern Alaska," As T said beiors youn are now
. ; y - ‘ b 5 I : - - = .
to be accused of twisting your facts, [{ it 1s Ur,34n JyATrsS
statement ,iir, Stronz and yourself are not to hlane ror such
childish story as that, Thy did the trustees sell out and ratiurn
: X " o . 1 " ¥ »
to Kansas City? [ am sure the Presbyterian hurch Nas not sug-
zested his return tnere.
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PRESBYTERY OF ALASKA

HEADQUARTERS
NO. 156 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK

o -l
) :';L-

FEB 117 1921

FRESBYTERY OF YUKON
JAMES H. CONDIT

{ STATED CLERK
oA THE BOARD OF HOME MISSIONS

-

OF THE
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH INTHE U.S. A.

TERRITORY OF ALASKA
JAMES H. CONDIT, D. D., GENERAL MISSIONARY

JUNEAU, ALASKA

pebruary 3,1921

Rev, John A. Merquis,D.D.,
156 5th Avenue,
New York.

Dear Dr, Marquis:

A letter from Dr, Greist, written Noveuwber 12th,
brings the word that only about one-half of the coal shipped to Teller
reached them ., The remainder, some fifteen tons, is still at Teller,

I had contracted with the Rev, lir, Baldwin, of the
M.E.,mission at Nome, tp deliever this cozl on his boat , the Jewel guard,
But the Jewel Guard went on the beach and remained there so long that the
coal could not be taken, Had it not been for the Olga, which picked up
gome fifteen tons and carried to Wales to complete a cargo, our mission
would have been without fuel and the Greist's would have been in sore
strabts,

mhis emphasizes the necessity of getting thibrty tons of
coal to Wales just as soon as possible and not less than this amount.

As I wrote you recently the Hermann will deliver this chbal at Walee for
$50 per ton. You remember our tribulations with "lighterage" at Nome

and Teller, The freight from Teller to Wales is $22 per ton, mhe thing to
do is to contract with the Hermann, so it seems to me, to take this coal
on its sailing of April first, to be delivered just as soon as possible.

In the coming "estimate" there willbe a large bill for
sugstenance of our Barrow and Wales missiops btut we have put our hand to
the plow and can not now turn back, It ie a hard 1ife in these
places and we mst do what we can to provide for the ordinary comfort of
our missionaries and the efficient accomplishment of their work,

Once again I would urge the opening of the St. Lawrence
Island work, If not on the hospital and doctor basis then by sending
a missionary and wife with a nurse.

Sincerely yours,

\"..

———
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PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE U.S. A,

TERRITORY OF ALASKA
JAMES H. CONDIT, D. D., GENERAL MISSIONARY

JUNEAU, ALASKA

HEADQUARTERS
NO. 186 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK

February 3,1921

Rev., John A, Marquis,D.D,,
156 5th Avenue,
New York,

Dear Dr, parquis:

from various sources, and last,from a copy of a letter
sent me by Mr. Gould which was written by Mr. Brown, the christian
carpenter who is building the Barrow hospital, comes the information
that Dr. Spence and Miss jordan left Barrow without a word of expla~
nation or farewell to anyone. More than this, that they left the key
to the mission building in the hands of the trader at Barrow and disposed
of the furniture in the building to him without giving any opportunity
to the Board or to those on the field to acquite the same. When the
new missionary goes to Barrow he will have to have a new supply.

I suppose that Mr. Gould has sent ypu a copy of

Mr, Brown's letter and that you have observed the above,as also the
intimation that Dr. Spemce was aggrieved because the Board adopted plans
independently of his own suggzestions and put the authority of the erec-
tion of the building in other hands than his own.,

This throws farther light upon the unfortunate condi-
tions existing at Barrow as indicat®ng the peculiar temparament and
character of Dr., Spence. There is so nuch that is comuendatory and
worthy in his life and service at Barrow that one dislikes to find these
flies in the ointment but, nevertheless, facts are facts, and this partio-
ular one is not to the good doctor's credit,

S.E.Alaska \ mhe doctor has written to me regarding mission work in
regarding which I had in a way opened the door for inquiry,but

the more I learn regardirg him the more I am inclined to believe that

it is better to conmsider his term of service with our agencies as now

ended. Of course this does not apply to the publicity work he can do

in visiting the churches but to farther active service on thie field.

I believe that the time has come for him to rest from his  labors,

Cordially yours,




