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TE RISE OF T TS, (4

Ten Thousand Miles Along the Coast and
Among the Islands of Alaska.

A RECORD OF TRAVEL IN A LAND OF PROMISE.

An Eskimo Public House—How the Natives Live—A Devoted
Missionary—Hard Aground in the Nushegak River,

BY GOVERNOR A. P. SWINEFORD. (

. Po— . —L L] - i —t = - —— : =




HEN Ileft Marquette |
'about the 1st of May
last it was my firm in-
tention to send you a

series of letters during
w the summer; but I had

/ scarcely been a day at
. & Sitka before the Uni- |
" ted States steamer

Thetis arrived, and I
was offivially informed that she was there for
the purpose of giving me transportation toany |
part of Alaska I might wish to visit, to which,
in the opinion of her commanding officer, it
would be safe to navigate hisship. Of course,
it mnst not be inferred from this that the ship
would have no other duties to perform; om
the other hand, she eame with dual orders.
The necessity of having a sea-going war-ship |
in these northwestern waters for the protec-
tion of the commerce of the North Pacific
not only, but to render aid and succor to the
large whaling fleet which  annually
visits the  Arctie, in the pursuit |
of their perilous vocation, being
represented to the authorities nt Washington, |
was very properly recognized by placing the
Thetis in commission for that service, with
additional orders to. her commanding officer
to extend to the Governor every facility to
‘yigit the outlying ports of the territory,”
leaving to him the exercise of his own discre-
tion ' as to practicability and safety, as is ns-|
ual and proper. Being informed of the or-
ders, 1 was accordingly requested to make
known my wishes in the premises, with the
suggestion that I could elect to visit as many l

points to the westward as the sh“i‘pd:ﬂi {hltll--‘t‘ ‘
all8tn yenc urn o0 Sitka by the
‘I;h‘lsr- Sh snihpgot v fier “On the
ise to the Arctic, and grrive back about
the first of October. Returning to Sitka in
July involved a trip of
NOT LESS THAYN 2,800 arLes,
“For the express purpose of bringing me home
—the distance between the territorial capital
and Qunalaska—from which last point the
ship must depart for her Arctic cruise not
later than August 1, being 1,250 knots, equal
to something over 1,400 English miles, which
would have to be doubled, |
The fact tbat I was desirous of seeing BS |
much of the territory as possible, and a feel- |
tnﬁ that I would not be justified in incurring |
=0 large an expense as would be involved in a |
trip made solely for the purpose’of bringing |
me home with the object I had in view not |
more than half accomplished, decided me to |
make the round crnise, and being given a
week in which to make preparations, |
on the 20th of May, at 3:15 p. m., |
1, together with my interpreter, Mr.
George Kortrometinoff—a most faithful
officer by the way, and withal a refined and |
well educated gentleman, who speaks the |
Russian and most of the native languages as
wall as the English—embarked on the Thetis,
which at once stood out tosea through the
bay and sound, the waving of handkerchiels
sigoaling the farewell greetings of most of thie
inhabitants of the little town, who had con-

u

Eregated on the wnarr ‘Lnu LEICH To vay good-
bye and wish us a safe cruise and speedy re-
turn, Iwasgiven a cosy, comfortable room
off the m])tam‘a cabin, with whom I was to
mess, while Mr, K. was well-eared for for-
ward, and admitted to the ward-room mess,
here he soon became a great favorite with
the junior officers,

Right here, in view of the fact that this log
of the cruise will one of considerable
length, after the style of a “continued” story, |

it may not be amlss tosaya few words con-
cerning

THE SHIP AND HER OFFICERS.

The Thetis was built at Dundee, Scotland,
and especially designed for service as a
whaler in Baffin’s Bay, where the chief ob-
stacle to be contended with is the ice. She
was purchased by our government for the
Greely re'ief expedition, of which she
was the flag-ship, the other vessels of
the fleet being the Bear and the Alert, Sheis
& wooden vessel, very strongly built, her hall
being covered with a four-inch sheathing of
ironwood, her stem protected by a broad
guard of iron bolted through, and her bow,
the sides or walls of which are ten feet thick, |
covered with iron plates extending weil aft, |
Her screw-propeller is two-bladed, and so
fitted that it may be hoisted up in case of n |
nip in the ice, or when the ship is stationary |
and the ice streaming by with the strong cur- |
rents which ga‘avuil in the Arctic waters. |
She was built with a special. view |
to the navigation of Baffin's Bay, |
where a ship must bave suflicient |
steam power to enable ber to go into, instead
of using it to run away from or keep out of
}pe ice, as the steam whalers do on this sida, |
Though not. fast, sheis, perhaps, as stanch
and safe as it is Ymsibla to make a wooden
shili.laa:g above alm otttaers the il:jzst adapted of |
any in the nav r the spec service for
which she has ’i:een detailed. I need bardly
mention that, after her successful cruise in
search for the survivors of the Greely expe-
ditivy, she was into a man-of- |
war of the fonrth rate, the present being her
first cruise as such. Following is

THE ROSTER OF THE SHIP,

Lieut,-commander, W. H. Emory, com-
manding.

Ensigng, Rennie P, Schwerin, executive of-
ficer and navigator: Robert F. Lopez, El-
ward Simpson, Miles C, Gorgas, Thevdore G.
Dewaoy, Hoger Welles, Jr.

Passed assistant surgeon, D. N, Bertolette,

Chiel engineer, John Lowe,

Assistant paymaster, John Q. Lovell.

She carries a complement of ninety-five
men, including petty officers, aud her arma-
| ment consists of two gatling guns aft, and one
Hotehkiss revolving cannon, forward, the lat-
ter having an effective range of thres miles
and being capable of firing thirty four and
one-half inch shells per minute,

Lieut.-Comnmuander  Emory—by courtesy
every commanding officer of a ship below the
rank of commuxdore, is addressed as captain
—commanded the Bear while in the Greely
relief expedition, and was selected by the
Secretary of the Navy for his present com-
mmand beéeause of his experience in Arectie |
navigation, which, coupled with his well- |
known ability and rare good judgment, pe-
culiarly fits him for the position, After
nearly five months' intimate acquaintance
with Capt, Emory, ogcupying the same cabin
and messing at the same mizﬁ‘, it affords me |
great pleasure in being able tosay that the
Secretary’s confidence was not in the least
| misplaced. A polished, courteous, courtly
| gentleman, he is none the less an able officer
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._ EL =ailor, proad of Bis prolesion. T

and just such an officer as would seem to have |
been born to command, He js a son of Maj,- |
Gen. Emory, who won distinction on many a
bloody battlefield during the war of the ve- |
bellion—a most worthy scion of a noble sire,
He':s thorouglily devoted to his profession, in

) which he continues from choice rather than
necessity, being possessed of means am ply
sufficient to enable him to live in luxuriant
ease and comfort on shore, in the blissful
societ_.{ of a lovely wife and interesting family
of children,

meticers 1t- is enough to' say
that I have foun.'hem, without exception,
very pleasant and" agreeable gentlemen,
prompt and efficient in the discharge of their
resg)ective duties, and, though hailing from
widely separated sections of the country, as
closely and warmly attached each to the other
as a band of brothers. Those among them
! who are not proficient performers on one or
) more musical instruments are fine vocalists,
and when off duty, as all but one often are,
" esgaeia.lly in good weather, the ward-room,
which is their home, is filled with the sweet
strains of the guitar, zither, violin or banju,
' to the accompaniment of which a flow
of song serves to drive dull care
away, and make an otherwise dull and mo-
notonous voyage nut only endurable but alto- |
| gether pleasant and agreeable, We have, too, |
a brass band of twelve pieces, made up from |
amoug the petty officers and seamen, which
| practice regularly, and at nearly every stop-
- ping place astonishes the natives with musie
thelike of whirh was never dreamed of in
| their erude philosophy.

| THE CRUISE OF THE THETIS,
So much tor the ship and its personnel;: now
| to the history and incidents of her cruise to
the most northern extremity of the national
| domain, and eovering a period of nearly four

| months, The distance traveled was about
| | 10,000 English miles,
) And that I did not visit and inspect all the
|

| native settiements along the coast and on the |
islands, was simply because they were too
numerous to be embraced within a cruise [
/ limited to a single season.
Leuving Sitka at the hour of the date men- |
tioned, we steamed out to sea, and off Mount |
;. Edgcombe came to a stop for the purpcse of |
/ “swinging ship,” for deviation of COMPAss.
f This is done by taking a bearing of the sun by
|every one of the thirty-two points,
and comparing each with ifs” frue bear- |
| ing by time; the difference showing the
correction for each point. This, done the
'ship’s prow was turned towards Yakutat, the
| |first point at which it was proposed to touch,
about 200 miles distant. By 9 o'clock we
[ werga in a dense fog and a heavy rolling sea,
| which last sent both myself and interpreter
to our bunks,  Before noon the next day the
fog lifted, though the sea continued to roll in
a manner not at all conducive to a healthy
appetite, and the numerous fin-back whales
and porpoises visible to all else on board
were not sufficiently attractive to keep a lands-
manondeck. Tuesday morning found theship
**hove to” about fifteen miles off the entrance
to Yakutat Bay, in the midst of a dense fog,
and drifting with the current. At 3 in the
afternoon we found ourselves in thirty-nine
\fathoms of water and conld bear the surf
breaking heavily on the shore, the fog still as
dense as,before.  The ship was then brought
ta an anchor, and the sailors bringing out
their hooks and lines tried their luck for cod,
i hauling in, in less than an hour, over fifty fish
. | of that species, the weight of which was from
fifteen to twenty poupds each,

At 4:15 the fog lifted, revealing the coast
rauge of mountains apparently not over ten
miles distant, but in reality over fifty, with

) Mounts Fairweather, Crillon and La Perouse
on the left and =

MAJESTIC, AWE-INSPIRING ST, ELIAS
On the right, their snow-crowned peaks  sur-
mounted by balos of prismatic colors, the whole

constituting a scens at_ once grandly sublime
and beau to bebold, It was & sight never
to be forgotten, and one I may never hope
to see agnin, The elevation of these moun-
tains above the sea level varies from 18,500 to
19,500 feet, which last is the hight of St
Elias, the bighest mountain in North Amer-
| iea, unless exceeded by Mount Wrangell,
wiich is further inland, and the hight of
which is not definitely known,
| Lying between the base of this range and
the sea shore to the southeast of Yakutat
isa strip of comparatively level land perha
twenty miles in width, which appears to be,
heavily timbered and possessed of a good soil.
Heaving anchor we ran into Yakutat Bay
and anchorad in Mulgrave harboer, a small in-
dentation setting off to the right of the en-
trance, and on & low peninsula on the north
side of which is situated a native village of
ten or a dozen lhouses, in which live

fome 200 people. 1In the olden time
O 4 F 1
=
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[There Was a very considerable Hussian sotble- |
ment on an inlet which sets off from
the east side of Yakutat Bay, where
the Russian-American Company maintained
a ship yard and built quite a_number of ships,
among them those in which Baranoff sailed to
subdue the natives of Sitka after the mnssacra
tat that placein 1802, Except a few Creole
'famailies, nothing is now left of what was onca
a busy, flonrishing settlement. The natives
are not unlike those of Sitka, speak the same

LIEUTENANT-COMMANDER EMORY.

language and live in lhouses similarly con-
structed.  They subsist themselves by fishing
and bunting, and I was surprised to find their
houses cleaner and better kept than is usual
among these people.

Yakutah is the place where last year gold
was found in the black or ruby sand in the
banks and on the Leach, and over which

MUCH EXCITEMENT WAS RAISED
At Sitka and Juneau. It suddenly became
the eldorado to which place all miners were
anxious to betake themselves, but the only
means of transportation being by small boas
or canoe along a treacherous coast, compara-
tively few were able to gratify their desires in
that direction. Sackfuls of the sand taken to |
Sitka and Juneau seemed to prove conclu-
sively that it contained gold in paying quanti- |
ties, the only question being bhow to treat
it succossfully, Assovs showed gold to
the amount of $40 to the ton, and stimulated
by apparent facts, which there were none to
gainray, a considerable number of miners and
prospectors made their way along the coast,
finding gold in the sands, it is true, but not in
sufficient quantities to pay, working with the
pan or rocker. Indeed, before I left Sitka 1
ieard it charged that the sands originally
taken to Sitka and Juneau had been, not
‘'salted,” but concentrated by washing, and
that the whole thing was a deliberate and well
cogeocted swindle, I could not believe the
charge, for the reason that I could not see
how it was possible for the parties, though
not above = suspicion, to defraud any
one, in view of the fact that no person would |
be likely to invest in any claim or claims they |
might bave to sell without an examination,
Howeyer, 1 determined to investigate, and
the result of my investications leads me to
the belief that while fair wages may he made,
the auriferous quality of the sand was much
exaggerated, 1 fonnd but one party at work,
all the others having abandoned the di.gings
in disgust; but it is only fair to say that none
of the disgusted ones had besn properly
cquipped to  succeed did the sand con-|
[tain Y MUl more goid than W& Aty
first claimed. The party remainis had |
two -of Bancroft's rotary band amalgama-
ters at work, one of which had only just been
started. Working one of these eleven days of
ten hours each, with native labor, ten and a
half ounces of gold, of the value of £230 was
secured, at a cost of less than £100, It was
estimated that witn the additional machine
the output should ut least bs doubled, at an
ine eased cost of not over 50 per cent. This
certainly would insure at least good wages,
| and there is scarcely a limit to the amount of
sand waiting to be thus treated. I have not
had time nor o portunity since my return to
acquaint myself as to practical results attained
during the summer,
(T be continued,)
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ST, PAUL'S VILLAGE.

IL

HE scenery in the neigh-
borhood of Yakutat
Bay, and indeed all
along the coast as far
west as "Cook’s Tnlet, is
indescribably grand, far
surpassing in beauty
and grandeur thatof the
inland passages of South-
eastern Alaska, which last neverthe-
less elicits the admiration of all be-
holders. Waest  of Yakutat a fow
| miles, and seemingly forming the base upon
| which rests the great Mount St. Elias, an im-
mense glazier flows down to the sef, present-
ing many miles of jce frontage to the unob-
structed wview. Yakutat Bay s itself
8 mast lovely gheet of water,  in-
denting the coast to a depth of por-

baps fifty miles dotted with  mumerous |

small wooded islands, its banks on either side
indented with here and there o smallar cove or
bay, while near its head an arin setting off to

the eastward is very appropriately named En- |

chantment Buy, becauss of the enchanting
beauty of the enclosing scenary,

Leaving Mulgrave harbor, May 80, at 1
P- ., we ran along the coast to the westward
all that afternoon, and the next day were
still in sight of St Elins, with Mt. Wrangell
looming up from a distancs of over 100 miles,
the weather being such as to afford us a

long continued and unobscured view of |

mountain and glacier scenery, the grandeur
and sublimity of which caunot be pictured in
words nor truthfully portrayed on ecanvas,
Resting for a brief moment upon the wooded
lowlands, the eye would stray away to where
some mighty glacier was slowly but surely
grinding its way down to the sea, carry-
ing everything before it, only to revert at last
to where huge old St. Elias towers conspicu-
ous above all his fellows in regionsof perpetual
frost, In the presence of nature thus ar-
rayed in
ALL HER GRANDEUR AND SUBLIMITY,

But little heed was paid to the seals and
Black-fish and whales which disported them-
felves at times on both sides of the ship, and
when the long day was done and night had
spread its sable curtain over land and sea, we
retired blessing not “‘the man who invented
slee),” but regretful of the fact that this wers
not for the time being the “Land of the Mid-

night Sun,”
AL 7 p. m. of the 31st we were abreast of

1
1

Midaleton Island, which lies about fifty-five |

milessouth of the entrance to Cook’s Inlet, and
is six miles long and from one to three miles
wide, Its flat surface lies at an elsvation of
about 200 feet above the sea, the shores being
almost perpendicular, with only one or two
points where n landing can” be effected
Irom small boats. It is wholly treeless, but is
clothed with a rich verdure, and is said to
bave an excollent soil, with a climate quite
favorable to its successtul cultivation. Ivis
uninbabited, excapt tor a couple of months in
the summer, when it is frequented by natives
from the mainland in questof the hair seals
which congregate at itssouth end during their
bireeding season, Rounding the south end of
Middleton Island. we cast anchor in Port

LEtches, g;%st inside the entrance to Prince |

William Sound, at 10 o'clock the same night.
FPrince William Sound, or, as it should more
roperly be called, Chugach (Gulf, is a deep
ndentation of the mainland, the entrance to
which is over fifty miles wide and blocked
with islands, The gulf itself is likewise
crowded with islands, and fts arms extend
tentacolar like in every direction, its entire
surface covering an area of something
over 2500  square niles, It  was
| first explored by Captain Cook _during

|
|
|

JI
I
HiS TSy voyage n I778, 'u.ud'? a 'brunclh‘tjmia"
ocean difficult to navigate, dn account of the
great number of Yocks and shoals it contains,
rand very few of which are delineated on any
of the charts, And by way of digression it
may be here remarked that the sama diffculty
exists all along the coast and amone the isl-
ands from Sitka to Point Barrow, There are
few, if any, charts, other than those
embodying the explorations and sur- |
veys of the earliest English and Rnssian
navigators, and these are generally fuuud]
very imperfect, and in many cases absolutely
unrelinble, while on the whole Alaska const
of mainland and islands (greater than that of
all the otber states and territories combined,
with currents stronger and more dangerous
than elsewhere kuown) there isnot to be found
a single lighthouse, fog whistle or other ar-
tificial aid to navigation.
PORT ETCHES,

Port Etches. a very snug harbor, is situated
in the southwestern end of Hinchinbrook;
the most easterly of the islands which block
the entrance to the gulf, Between Hinchin-
brook and Montague islands, and between the
latter and the mainland, are the passages to
the gulf. On the north side of Prrg Etches
aud separated from it by a narrow eninsula
is a lagoon, on the farther side of which was |
located the original Russian fort and settle- |
ment, where some ship building was ecar- |
ried on and an oil .and fish establish-
ment maintained, up to the time of the trans- |
fer of thepost to the narrow neck of the |

eninsula at the head of the lagoon, wvhere |

8 fort commanded the a proaches by water
in all directions, Here the settlement still |
exists, though thers isno longer any sem- |
blance of fort or fortifications, the prineipal
buildings of the old Russian American Com-
pany, however, remaining intact. They are
nowoccupied by the agent of the Alaska
Commercial Company, the settlement, which
is known as Nuchek, being one of its trading
stations, The villags of Nuchuk consists of
five or six comfortavle hewed log houses, one
of which is occupied as a store, and another
a3 a warehouse, and about furt{ huts which
are occupied by the natives, who are of the
Innuit or Eskimo family and call them-
selves Chugaches, though some have improp-
erly classed them ns Aleuts, Included in the
village population of about'150 souls, are two
or three familiesof Creoles (descendants from
Russian fathers and native mothers), the
agent of the company being the only white
person in the settlement or for that matter on
the sound, The Greco-Russian church main-
tains a small but very neat chapel at Nuchel,
though theve is no resident priest, partial ser-
vice being conducted by a Creole member whao,
in the church vocabulary, is denominated a
“reader. A regularly ordained priest. who
presides over a district with headquarters at
the most central point, visits as often as

sible the wvarious chapels lika that at
ﬁuchek, for the purposes of baptism and con-

“=mation, It should be remarked right here
that all the Greco-Russian  churches and
schoolsin Alaska, are wholly supported by
the Russinn Government, at a cost of about
Gl'.it].‘U[hJ annnally, which is paid out of the im-
perial treasury, It has a larger following
| than all the other chuirches in  Alaska, a fact
not to be wondered at considering that jts
priests and missionaries have been in the field
for mors than 100 years. It is plain to the
casual obssrver, howaver, that though nomin-
ally Christians and very faithful in church at- |
tendance, these people still cling tenaciously
to their ;
OLD CUSTOMS AND S‘L’PERSTITIO.\'S.
A fact that applies generally to the natives
of the whole territory, no matter which
church or denomination may think it has
their spiritual welfare in special keeping,

| There are four native villages on Chugach
Gulf, including Nuchek, with a total populg-
tion of 574 as shown by the church register,
Previous to 1886 tha people in these sama
villages numbered a little over 800, but an epj-
demic in the winter of that year carrvied awny
moare than half of them. They are the most
easternmost tribe or family skitos, witl
whom their lmuaﬁu, habits, and customs arg
« thoyzh alhed. by !

almost identj
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| ringe, to SOIo BXtont, With their vastarn neigh-1

bors the Thiinklets’ They live in small Jog |
houses, thatelied with dried grass, with the
usual hole in the center for the escape of
smoke, Thiey are an extremely dirty, filthy
ople, in their houses and persons, while
hose I saw were generally dressed in rags
searcely sufficient to cover their persons
Many among them, old and young, of both
sexes, presented 'in their faces unmistakable
evidences of being the wvictims of some
pilmonary disease and the matter of their
tutal extinetion seems to be a question of a
short time only, A more forlorn, dejected
and apparently helpless set of human beings
I never saw, nor eould I, without seeing, con-
ceive it possible, for such a one to exist any-
where, Andhereis a station of the great,
rich and powerful Alaska Commereial Com-
pany, the members of which roll in wealth,
ride in their carriazes and sit in their cush-
ioned and silk-liped pews in the churches and
ﬁj‘nug?uus of a far off city, taking from this
niserable people their peltry at not more
than one-third its value, and in reality paying
for it in goods sold at a profit of from 100 to
200 per ¢cant, Not that the barter is directly
in goods on the one side and furs on the other:
no, the agent pays cash in good round silver
doilars for what he buys; but his is the only
trading station wirhinla radius of lmnzirmf‘s
of miles, and every dollar that he pays out for
skins, sooner nrf:l\ter ﬁ'mlstilsas’j wrlj,_vybacl: to
his counter in exchanga for goods at his own
rices, While I was there a native Lrought
in two fine sea-obter skins, for which anolfirer
of the ship would willingly have paid $125
each—or rather I should say, he lLas since
expressod a desire to pay that
amount for skins of no lLetter guality without
being able to procure them, and yet I saw
those same skins passed over the counter at
the company’s store and $50 paid for the two,
the agent retaining a considerable proportion
of the purchass price for goods previously
sold to the venders of the skin on credit, 1
alterwards saw at
AN INDEFPENDENT TRADER'S STORE |
At Kadiab a couple of skinsof ahout the |
same size and quality, which the trader was
willing to sell but for which he would consid-
er no offer of less than §200each. After wit-

nessing the sale at Nuchek, I bad an opportn-
nity of conversing with the men who brouglt
them in, and told them I would have paid a
much higher price bad the skins been offered
tome, They very frankly stated that they
were in debt to the agent” for the food they
| bad taken with them, agd were under obliga-
| tions to let him bave thé product of the hunt,
| It they had not killed any otters, they could
| not have paid the indebtedness, I asked them
why, if they had sold their skins
for twice as much, they could
not  have gone to the  trader,
aid paid him what they owed in cash. They
shook their heads, and merely said the agent
wanted the skins, and they had to let him
have them. Itis due to  the agent that 1
should suy the natives spoke very kindly and
affectionately of him; indeed, his présence
alone among them would seem to argue a |
kindliness of disposition without the posses- |
sion and exercise of which bis sojourn might |
not be a sate one. I found him a very pleas-
ant, agreeable gentleman, and am not av all |
disposed to hold him personally responsible
for the wrongsinflicted upon a helpless people
by the company of which le is merely an
agent. Indeed, in the helplessness of their
ignorance the natives are ineclined to leiss the
hand which smites them, to bless the benevo-
lence which robs them of their substance and
| leaves them to rot and die of a loathsome dis-
|| ease.
| Taking on board a half-breed pilot, we
started for the head of the gulf with o view
of visiting the other native ssttlements and
| also of seeing the immense glaciers said to
|exist on its northern shore, but after running
thirty-five or forty miles the captain dis-
covered that the native pilot, being accus-
tomed to the navigation of the gnlf in small
boats only—the Thetis was perhaps the first
| steamer that ever ventured inside further
| than to Port ltebes—was entirel ¥ ignorant of
the location of the many rocks and shoals
that are believed to rise 50 near to
the surface of the water as to
put a ship not very carefully and skillfully
Piloted in constant peril, concluded it wholly
unsafe to contiuue further, and accordmgl y
turned ship and ran for Kadiak, dropping the
ineficient pilot when about two miles off
Nuchek and leaving him to make his way
home in his bidarks, A bidarka is f
A SMALL SKIN BOAT,
Very much resembling in size and shape one |
of the single-oar shells affectod by the eastern
boat clubs; it is not at all improbable that the |

professional oarsmen derived their original |
ideas of the shell from the superior wisdom |

yed by these ‘‘primitive children of
hature” inthe construction of their skin |

TcaWoes, The Dhidarka 1s mado by first con ]

| with  sealskin

I
|

structing a light wooden frame of proper
shape and dimensions, without mortise, tenon
or mail, but securely tied throughout

thongs or walrus sinew,
stretching over it sgeal
or _ walrus skins properly prepared,
oiled and sewed together. he frame is cov-
ered completely over, except a hole in which
the occupant sits, and around the projecting
rim of which hole he ties the lower
end of his waterproof shirt, which is called a
kamalayka, and is made from the intestines
of the seal. The kamalayka is supplied with
a hood, which is drawn closely around the |
neck and under the chin, and also securely
tied about the wrists, which effectually pre-
vents any water from getting into the bndy
| of the boat. These skin-boats are made in
three sizes, with one, two and three holes,
and by the natives are called kyahs, bidarka
being the name given them by the Russians, I
have not seen it myself, but it is positively

asserted as true that a native who is an expert
in the use of the bidarka, seated in one, will
throw himself over sideways inthe water,
turn his frail eraft bottom upwards and come
right side up agnin in the oppesite direction,
without wetting any part of his person except
his face, nor yet taking a single drop of water
into his boat, I do know, however, that they
are very expert in their use, venturing out
thirty to forty miles atsea insearch of the
sea-otter, the walrus and beluga (white
whale), and I bave seen them riding
apparently in verfect safely in a sea
would npot care to venture upon in the
staunchest whaleboat. From this time on,
during the entire cruise, I saw no boats
among the natives saye those made of sfeal.
walrus, or sea-lion skins, in the maunner just
related, though different somewhat in model
in the different localities. To the eastward
| and southward of Nuchek, one sees only the
wooden canoce, hollowed out of a single spruce
or yellow cedar log, -and varying in size from
one shat will carry three or four persons
only, to the so-called war canoe, capable of
carrying from sixty to seventy-five men. Be-
yond Ounalaska we find, in addition to the
kayah or bidarka, the comiak or bidarra,
open skin boats, some of which are capahle of
carrying four or five tons. But of these,
more hereafier.
THE MUMMIES OF GREEN ISLAND,

I was particularly desirous of calling at
Green Island, which is one of the group in
the entrance of Chugach Gulf, for the pur-
pose of securing a mummy from one of the
caves thera for the National Museum, but the |
absance {an experienced pilot made it im-
practicable, Ina cave, or caves, on the islanis
mentioned, as also in those on the Four Moun-
tain Islands, west of Ounalaska, there are, I
am told by those who have sean them, numer-
ous corpses of a race of people believed to have
inhabived these islands anterior to the coming
of those found here when the Russians first
came, They are said, those in the Green Is
land caves, to be closely and tightly wrapped |
in several thicknesses of fur skins, while those |
in the Four Mountain caves, are simply
clothed in the dog skin parkas (a garment
made bliku a shirt, with a bole in the upper |
part just large enough for the head to Z0 I
through). They differed from any of the na-
live people of the present day in that their
hulg‘ and beards were red, and the skins of
their bodies black. Who and what these
people were and whence they eame, is a ques-
tion which will probably never be solved,

Shaving our coursa for the village of St |
Paul’s, which is situated on the northeust end
of the great island of Kadiak, we ran mlong
all the afternoon of Friday and the whole of |
Saturday in plain sight of the coast ranga of |
snow-capped mountaius, under a clear sky, in |
& quiet sea, the temperature being neither too
Ligh nor yet too low for perfect comfort on
deck in ordinery clothing, and arvived at our
auchorage aut noon on Sunday, June 8, Tha l
island of Kadiak lies midway between tha!
tifty-fifth and sixtieth paratlels of latitude and
on the west approaches very nearly to the
155th meridian, west, Tt is ninsty miles long,
and sixty miles wide, nnd its area covers aboat
{5,000 square miles, It is  very mdui-]
tainous, and  surrounded by deep
bays, into which a number  of
small rivers fall. The north hall of the
island is beavily timbered with spruce, whicii
altains considerable size, and a small growth |
of alder, birch and poplar, The geological
formation appears to consist chiefl ¥ of siute,
porphyry and common graystons, or basalt.
The climatic conditions seem favorable to the |
| successtul cultivation of the soil, which, judg-

ing from the luxuriant growth of will grass:s
up to the very summits of the mountains, is |

capable of being made to “*producs and bring

forth in abundance,” At all events, there isa

| large acreage of seemingly toe very best griaz-

| ing lands, and cattle and sheep need unl y

the care and attention usuvally bestowed
in_ the middle and western states |
' il

and  then




“tonsure a healthy growtli and rapid merense:

‘eattle ranch has lacely heen esmblishe-}-

ut two miles south of the village, and

w a number of bovines in and about the
village, all in excellent eondition, and that,
‘oo, at just the season when
‘ THE UETRACTORS OF ALASKA

And her resources say they are wont to be
very much worn and emaciated owing to the

hard winter they have gone through.

When it is remembered that on
this island the tewmperature seldom
falls to zero; that the winters are no
longer than in Michizan or Ohio, and that an
abundance of hay can be cut and ‘eured {or
winter feed, it would be strange if cattle could
not be grown and fattened as well as in those
states. It has been demonstrated to a cer-
tainty that sheep will thrive and do well in all
this region, samples of wool shown me while
at 8t Paul's being certainly as lonz and fine
as any I have ever seen,

A cattlo and sheep ranch has been started
ot Long lsland, which lies a few miles to the
eastward of St. Paul's, and also a fox ranch
with the intention of breeding the valuable
silver gray, the pelts of whieh are worth all
thie way from $40 to £100 each in the market,

I prefer not to say a great deal about the
agricultural and horticultural capabilities of
the soil either at this point or elsewhere in
Alaska, for the reason that I would be talking
to a skeptical public—one which is unwilling
to believe it possible that either grain or
vegetables can be grown *‘so far norti.” Yet
they do, it seems, successfully cultivate the
goil in Scotland, which lies between the same
degrees of Iatitude as Kadiak, and where the
climate at least on the coast is about the
same; then why not in southeastern Alaska,
and in the Kadiak and Aleatian Aréhipel-
agoes! While in 5t. Paul's I noticed a garden
in connection with nearly every louse, and
was told that nearly all the vegetabies did

bages, though it was very easily seen that
none of the people were skilled borticulturists,
It has been elnimed by Elliott and others that
wheat cannot be grown; but I have yet to
learn of an instance where any
has been sown except late in the spring,
whereas, common sense would seem to dictate
that the sowing should be done in the fall;
there is always a sufficient depth of snow to
protect the incipient growth during the win-
ter, and that being assured, at least a month
would be gained as against a spring planting,
1 refer to these matiers, however, not to pro-
voke discussion, but preliminary to the asser-
tion that there is not now, nor ever has been,
a practical farmer or gardener in Alaska, and

have be:n made by others ought not to be
taken as conclusive, 1 grew a good crop of
potatoes last year here at Sitka, though the
senson was the most unfavorable that had
been kndwn for many years; but had [ been
laft to my own knowledge and experience,
aud not had the benefit of a friend who experi-

mented with a part of the pateh, the wholé

would

HAVE BEEN AN UTTER FAILURE.
When practical farmers and gardeners come
to Alaskaand, after a fair test, pronounce the

soil and climate unadapted to agriculture and
borticulture, then andnot till then will I be-
lieve that there are not more elements of

Jw«mlth in  Alaska than even Mr. Seward

| dreamed of in the depths of his philosophy,

. The village of St. Paul is delightfully sit-
uated on a bay of the same name, formed by
asmall, but high island, between which and
Kadiah there is o narrow passage forming a
safe harbor. in which, however, but tew ves-
sels can lie at the same time., This harbor
bas of course two entrances, one from the
north, the other from the south, but is never-
theless difficult of access in dark or foggy
weather, The plateau on which the village is
built, lies at an elevation of about thirty [leet
above tide water, the mountains beyond, bare
of timber, but covered with a rieh vestment
of gresnand a profusion of wild flowers, Tising
toa bight of two and three thousand feet
and forming a most lovely background,
Thera are perhapsa hundred houses all told,
some of tﬁ\um very neat and substantial
in outward appearance. It is the headguar-
ters for the Kadiah distriet of the Alaska
Commercial Company, from which all the
supplies are sent to and collected from the
adifferent sub-agencies as far east ns Yakutat

north to the bead of Cook’s Inlet. The
icompany has a large store and warebouse,
several commodious residences for its em-
ployes, a good wharf, and a shipyard, in

"which, at the time of my visit, there was a

fair-sized schoover on the stocks and nearly

completed. There is also a Greek Church,

- with a resident priest, and a good sehool sup-

| ported by the government,

. The population of St. Paul's, asgiven to ma |

| from the church records, is 813, of whom |
thirty-one are Americans, two Russians, 274 |

and six natives. The population of the

whole island is about 1,100, GI'WhHich it more
than 100 are whites, the large majority being |
creoles, Of the brave and warlike people,
numbering, it is elaimed, about 6,000, who in-
habited the island when the Russians came,
but a few hundreds remain, and they a spirit-
less, helpless set, who seem to exist beeause
they must, not that they bave anything to
live for. In St. Paul's there is not a single
full-blooded Kanaig, as these people wers
called—they are now generally, but erron-

well, particularly potatoes, turnips and cab- |

that any unsatisfactory tests which may |

eously, classed as Aleuts—the six natives |
| there being Thlinkets who have.emigrated
from Sitka. The Kaniags I mef elsswhere on |
the island and at Afognak do mot by an]y
means answer taghe description of that people
given by Shelikolf, who founded 3
THE FIRST RUSSIAN SETTLEMENT.
Among them in 1784, and who described |

vhem as ‘‘tall and strong, and SWh'}
bealthful habits that they lived to a 1001
years” I can only say that if that were true, |
the Raniags of to-lay cannot be cousidere
other than most *‘degenerate sons of anoble
ancestry,” and that the descendants of the
people “deseribed by Shelikoff present a sad
commentary on the eriminal poliey of forein
upon a brave but barbarous race, aso-calla
civilization, the principal concomitants of
which are greed, avarice, rapine, lust and
murder, It was such a civilization the RHus- |
sians gave thess; a civilization which !
made belpless slaves of those it did
not exterminate; and I regret being compelled
to say that, though twenty years have elapsed
since the transfer, our own government has
done practically notbing to umeliorate their
condition—to them the transfer was a change
of masters, nothing more., 1 make these as-
sertions In  the face of a statement
1 find embodied in an' official report
that “*A eentury of uninterrupted presence of
Christianizing influences among them has so
transformed these natives that not a vesiige
of their former flerce and savage nature can
now be found, and their settlements will com-
wara favorably in veatness and domestie comn-
Wtin e mose of the [ahing villages in
Northern Burope.” It may be, and doubtless
iz, true that noli a vestige of their former
fleree and suvage nature can now be found
among the pure blood descendants of the
Kaniags anywhere; but it is becauss they
were long ago completely erushed and broken
in spirit—transtormed by long-continued
| nbuse, outrage and crueltv from the condition
in which Shelikof!’ found them into one of ab-
ject cowardice'and helpless dependence, and
not because, as the writer quoted would bave
us believe, of the workings of a moral leaven
administered by Christinn missionaries. Their
quasi-civilization was imparted with a elub,
their moral regeneration, if such it can be
called, broughtabout by lessons thrown at
them from the canuon’s mouth or corried to
them on the point of the sword. It is
little wonder, under all the ecircumstances,
that mone of ‘their former warlike, fierce,
and savage nature can now be found among
them; but the fact that it is so is directly
traceable to Russian cruelty and oppression,
and not to the influsnce of a religion carried |
to them with a sword in one hand and a Bible
they conld neither read nor comprehend in |
the other. Their present settlements may |
compare favorably in neatness and domestic
comfort with the fishing villages of Northern
Europe, but if they do I can only |
PITY THE UNHAPPY PEOPLE |
Who inhabit the latter. Tt is just possible, |
however, that the writer had in view only
such settlements as St. Paul’s; but there are no
Kaniags there—only creoles, in which the |

Russian ]]:reduminutes. But even thess are |
almost wholly dependent upon a corporation |
no less powerful than the old Russian-Ameri-
can Company, and which, though chartered,
bhas been granted special privileges which
gives it a monopoly of the whole country, and
euables it to codrew even white men to do its
bidding. The Christian teachings this at
company imparts to the creole people of St,
Paul's and other settlements visited by me are
packages of flour and sugar, each of which
carries with it the ingredients of at least one |
night's drunken debauch for a whole family,
Aside from the agricultural, horticultural
anil grazing possibilities at whbich I have mild- |
ly hinted this great island is possessed of other |
resources which will ultimmately make it the
center of a large commerce. I refer now par- |
ticulariy to the fisheries, which will this year |
yield not less than a round million, while
wany of the stations which might be utilized
are as yet unoccupied. It is safe to
estimate the output of salmon alone
at 140,000 c¢ases of fortv-eight one |
pound tons each, or say 6,720,000 pounds and |
not less than 5,000 barrels salted, wY\ile sevaral |
large canneries in the course of erection were |
not expected to be completed in time to do
much the past season. he salmon aboand in |
every bay and stream, in their season, while
fhe most prolific  cod-banks are with-
in a day's sail. The fisheries alone
dnsure.  a  future  for  the _ igland: |

M
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but there is every probability that in its
mountains will bs found gold and silver in
paying quantities; the formation is certainly
favarable to such a probability, and while at
St, Paul’sl was s‘mwu specimens of quartz
which, to say the least, were such as to invite
and warrant further research, On the south-
west part of the island a. very large
vein of copper ore (sulphide), = which
is wvery rich in mineraﬁ has  been
located but a few miles distant from tide-
| water, The character of the geological for-
mation of the Kadiak—slate anoperphyry—is
altogether favorable to the existence of pay-
ing veins of the precious metals, and aside
from the copper discovery alluded to, I have
| little doubt that intellizent explorations will
| In the future prove the island of far more im-
portance for its minerals than for all its other
| elements of wealth combined,

’ Bt. Paul’s was_for many years the head-

quarters of the Russsap-American com auy,
and from which it traneacted all its business
and was also the site at which was established
the first Russian school and mission,  Even
|for & long time after the shrewd and far-
seeing Baranoft, with the view of checkmating
the English and Anterican traders, had firmly
| established the Russian authority at Sitka,

fort, ship-yard, foundries, machine shops, ete,,
St, Paul's retained her importance as the cen-

ter of trade in the territory, Itisa charming |

location still, and with the mail and transpor-
| tation facilities, which would follow a proper
recognition of the wants and needs of the ter-
ritory, by the government, would becoms at
once the proper place for the permanent loca-
tion of the territorial capital.
[To be continued,]

[JE L

ESIRING to visit as

many settlements as

possible, and some of

gthose in the immediate
neighborhood of Bt

to the ship except by
a roundabout course,
on Monday, June 4, 1
Jleft St. Paul in the steam launch, with
& whaleboat in tow, for a run through
'the inland passages to Afognak, thirty
miles distant, The route was through
a narrow strait which lies between Kadiak
and Spruce Islands into Marmot bay, at the
bead of which are located the adjoining
Creole and Kaniag settlements of Afognak on
an Island of the same name. W arrived
about 7 o'clock in the evening after a run of
only four hours—it would have taken the
ship a day and a half to have made the same
destination—and, after supper on board the
launch, went on shore and found comfortable
quarters for the night at the house of the
chief man among the Creoles, whois also
agent for the Alaska Commercial Company,
trading on commission. Here, also, I found &
|considerable number of cattle in good condi-
 tion, oné of which the officer in charge of the
launch purchased and caused to be slaugh-

1o stenks, the juiciness, tenderness and
! of which could scarcely be excelled.

Atognak Island apnears to, be possessed of a,

where he fixed the seat of government, built a |

Paul being inaccessible !

tered, and fromn which were afterward cut

Showing the-rolative pomtion of ths
SEAL ISLANDS.,
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|
good soil, and at n.l[tho houses of Crecles I |
found gardens planted with the seeds sprouted |
above ground, and was told that there were |
,perhaps 130 acres under cultivation on the
island, though none of the islanders have |

other than the most primitive ideas of agri-|
rculture -or horticulture. The people were, |
howaver, very glad to receive the seeds I bad |
with me for distribution, claiming |
|those they had planted from year to
year were of their own saving and nobas
goodd as they ought to be. But from what 1
|could learn their ideas of gardening extends
ino further .than to the planting of the seed |
jmnd the gathering of the product, noatien-
¢l @t ail being paid to cultwntson.;n the |
npa®al, They plant their potatoes, for in-
istance, innarrow 1idges, elevated a foot to
vighteen inches above the level of the ground
land then leave them to grow or nct to grow,
Wi coursein an ordinarfly dry season they
\hawelittle moisture, and planted in that way
lit isimpossible to “hill  them up™ as
{bnve always seen done. Nevertbeless, they
lgrow fair potatoes and other vegetables of
the hardier kind, but the credit should be
given to the soil and climate, and very little
to the planter, who. does nothing but put the
rseed into the ground in such a bungling way,
the only wonder is that it ever germinates,
THEY LIVE BY THE CHASE.
But here, as elsewhere, the creols and
native population live by the chase, and most
of the men of both settlements were absent
il gand TIZug- sowme B Borenit o sous
‘otter, for which they must venturs in their
| fratl boats a long distance out to sea, and

others catehing and curing salmon, the sea-
son for which had just commenced, I found
the houses of the creoles, many of which [
visited, clean and well kept, though affording
evidénces of great poverty on the part of the
owners, The Kanaigs live in log cabins little
better than open sueds and are, altogether, a
squalid set, with little or no aﬁprccintiun of
ths virtue of cleanliness, though some of the
women are (or would be if beiled and washed)

| quite good-looking, while the children gemer-
| ally appear naturally bright and intalligent.
There isa io\'emmcnr. school with a good
teacher, ut I found it closed &
month' before the end of the term, for
the want of pupilsto teach. The crecle and

| native parents do not app the necessity

| of Sending than on reguiarly, but seem ¢
to regard the school as a mers convenience to
which they can send their youngsters when
they do not nead them at home, or wish to be
quit of them for a day or two at a time. The
leading citizen at whose house I sojourned
over night, had not only set the bad example
of keeping his own childven out of sebool, but |
was charged by the teacher with having ex- |
erted his influence to induce oth- |

ors to do likewise, representing f
that the school bad been estahlish- |
ed for the pur of proselyting their chil- |

dren from the Greek Church, of which all, ore- |
vles and natives, affect to be devout mem bers. |
|

I did not wonder much at this, considering
the sectarian character whicl has been fm-
parted tothe territorial schools througl the
combative bins and prejudice of the official
‘who, charged with the conduct of educational
affairs, conld find none but lay or clerical |
dnembers of his own chureh to fill the |
\tion of teachers. I visited most of the houses |
of creolés and Kaniags and explained |
to them the principles upan which our publie
hools are condueted, assuring them that thers |
as 1o intention to hiterfers with the re-
Ig16us belief. or training of their children,

I,

1
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~othir than IEht b6 involved oo e
tion of thoss ral ideas of decency and |
morali by all the churches, with |

. tax

i s ehmed b o el
rea mised & atten ;

‘that drme torwnard—to insure the mm}mﬁ
of which promise, however, 1 took the steps
necessary to put in full force and operation
the com attendance law adopted by
the Territorial Board of Education,

. Here, as at the settlemunts previously eallad
et, both the creoles and natives inake and
drink s villainous intoxieating drink called
vquass,”” which is sometimes made still more
villainons by distilling it into a spirit which
“piteth like a serpent and stingeth like an
adder,” both the brain and stomach of the
one who drinks it. Quass is brewed from |
flour and sugar or molasses, which I find the
traders do not scruple to fm-uiah: as a conse- t
guence there is |

A GREAT DEAL OF DRUNKENNESS |

_ Among the peopls, many among Whom wonld |

barter their lest stitch of clothing or last |
mouthful of food for enough of the crude ma- |
el to make a m_nﬁlaa brewing of the vilo

‘stuff, [found it to be the practice with the
trader ot Afognak, whenever he purchased
from a creols or native a silver-gray fox skin,
the standing prics for which is £10 (worth §50

kw $100 in the market), or other skins to that
amount, to make a present of ten pounds of |
sugar to the party selling, knowing full well |

[the - purpose for which it would be|
used, u.it. Kadiah  both . the Alas-
ki Commercial Company and the inde-
pendent trader lately estabiished there sell to
‘the people all the sugar $hey wang, though
each profess a desire to stop doing so, provid-
ed the other will, The one says he must let |
the hunters have it, or he will mot get their I
furs; the other uses the same argument; and
between the two liss the respansibality for
more and worse—because the vile stufl is|
niore injurious and deadly in its efi'ects than

| ordinary intoxicants—drunkenness than could
yossibly exist did'not the law positively pro- |
Libn. the tmportation as well as manutfaciure |
of intoxicating liquors,

Afogualk Island is heavily timbered, though
the tress do not grow toeuch large size asin
Houtheastern Alaska, while none of it except
the spruve pine possesses any economic value,

I the birel alder, etc., Leing small. Fish are
abundant, however, and that industry to
gother ‘with what may be developed in the
way of agriculture and grazing, is about all
that it can boast in the way of resources, The
climate, asin all parts of Southeastern and |
Southwestern Alasska, is quite equable, the
temiperaturs never talling below zero or ris-
ing above 80 There is, besides tlLe double:
settlement I have been writing about, another
of about a dozen-crects fumilies, twelve miles
north, where a salnion ﬂ]:m:king Liouse is in
Operaﬁian. and. which will be changed intoa |
cannery next year, y 1

Un our way back to the ship we ztopfed|
and Innchbed on the shore of a small island at
the west entrance to Oozinki Strait, where we !
found moest excellent pasturage and some
well-made gardens, though the island is with-
out inhabitants; the gardens evidently be-
long to the people of the little creole settle-
ment of Oozinki, which is loeated on a smug
little bay which indents Spruce Isiand
a&nd not more than a mile distant.  We called
at the settloment, but found the heads of only
two of its dozen or more families at home, the
otbers being abseut fishing or cutting cord-
word for which they receive the munificent
sum of one dollar per cord from the Alaska
Commercial Company, At all the houses we |
were most hospituhly received, In every case
being offered fresh milk to drink, and at one
1 was compelled to accept

A DOZEN FREYH EGGS |
Asapresent. Thedifferent familiesat thisplace
own & herd of about fifty cattle, all of which
I found to be sleek and fat, though of small
size, being of the Siberian breed. Thereisa
chapel of the Greco-Hussian Church at Oozinki
and also one at Afognak, neither of which,
however, are supplied with a priest. No
Protestant missionaries are to be found on

any of the isiands of the Kadiah or Aleutian
Avrchipelagoes,

[At one of the houses at Oozinki I encoun-
tered n ereols woman of some forty years of
age who was born into the world with-
out arms. There would bave been
1nor.h.ing peculiarly strange in her having

no  arms, but the faet that she can
sew and do most kinds of housework, making
ihor faet apd roeg ancwer Hhe pprnose pf, hends |
-and fingers, struck me as something remarka-
ble. h poor this woman, whose peculiar
nbilities es a seamstress have been spread
abroad, positively refuses all offers from the
dime museum proprietors, preferring to dwell
in guist nrwen-'y with her kindred to the ac
uirement of wealth

| by the exhibition of her
decormity Vetoro . curious publie 1 )

! Paul's Bay Tuesday at and fut
evening—a June evening in this Tatibude dos
not commence till —attended o minstrel per-
formance given by the Thetis amateurs on
shore, at the close of which there was dancing
‘to the music of the Thetis Brass and String
Bund. Allthe creole belles were present, and
I could not belp remarking that nearly all
were dressed neatly, If not riekly, and that a
majority were very graceful dancers. Some

Of them are, moreover, W_,

| like in carriage and demeanor, wo or |

| three who came off to the ship the next day |
| rather astonished the young otficers by their
proficiency on the guitar and their vocsl ac-
complishments,

A dense fog detained the ship at anchor till
Thursday morning, the Tth, which gave e,
an opportunity to visit the 1, where 1
also met a number of the cireole parents and
talked to them of the necessity for|
sending their children regularly to school
I found those who attended regular-
ly were making good progress, but that
u eonsiderabls number eame only when it
suited their pleasure or convenience,
samie fear that their children would be prose-
lytized from the religion in which the parents
were reared and devoutly believe, prevailed
ton greater or less extent, and was operating
to the disadvantage of the school; but I be-
lieve the assurance I gave them in that regard
was all that +was mnecesary to ab-
tain a reasonably full and regular at
tendance, The people all expressed, and hon-
estly, 1 think, a desire to have their
children educated in English, but the
auspites  under which the school
had been established were such as to convines
them that it was aimed more at their rt-lig-
jous than their elementary education. if
there are any people extant who are tenacious
of their roliﬁious belief it is those who have
| been reared in the faith of thes Groco-Russian

etmreh, and they are bardiy blamable for
BEING SUSPICIOUS OF SCHOOLS |
Presided over almost exclusively by teachers
who profess a different religion: especially is
this so, considering the fact that living so
long under Russion domain tbey have little/
ar no appreciation of & government one of
the cardinal underlying principles of whicli is |
religious freedom. That the priests of tne
Greek Chorch in Alaska are not op-
posed to the education of the rising
generation in English is proved conelu-
sively by the fact that English is tanght in all
their own schools; the apparent hostility tod
the public schools is due to the cause I have!
 stated and nons other—a too close relation-
| ehip of & particular church with the educa-9
tional affairs of the territory. This objection

| We'reackied the ship &t Ter anchorage o8t

it will be the duty of the Territorial Board of
gfdxncm.iou to remove, and that, too, without
elay. 1 |
Thursday morning, June7,we bade good-bys |
to St. Paul's and steamead away for Cook’s In- |
Iet, which we entered while it was yet daylight,
We encountered during the day a large nium-
ber of whales, principally fln-backs, which
are not of sufficient value, for either oil or |
bone, to be spought after. One of these was |
being cbased by a thrasher, the whale evi-
dently making frantic endeavors to elade his
small but persistent enemy. The thrasher,
which is o large species of the shark family, |
would, whenever the whale came up to blow, |
rise nearly his whole length perpendicularly
out of water, poising himself, as it were, for
an iustant on his caudal fins, #and then
throw himself bodily and with great force
upon the mousher's head, wherenpon the
whale would go down, lashing the water into
foum with his enormous tail.  The flght was
kept up till both were out of sight, though I
muss s? it appeared to be all fight on the ono |
side and a desperate effort to escape on the |
| other. I have since been told by old whalers
that such fights are of frequent ocenrrsnce,
the sword-fish assisting the thrasher and mak-
ing his attack from below, thus driving !
the whale back to the surface whengver he
attempts to go down, thereby preventing his
eseape, It is claimed that whea thus attacked
the whale if not killed outright, is certain to |
be blinded and driven into shallow water |
where lie runs aground and is certain todie |
Lefore released by o rising tide. To the
thrasher and sword-lish the natives of this
northwestern coast owe a large part of their
subsistance, Wa d during the evening
the voleances of lllyamni and the Redoubt, the
former of which hns Dbeen more or less
active ever gince 1778, and which is
 still smoking. It was in active eruption
{ only & year or two ago, but the Redoubt and
sev other lofty peaks which bave emitted
fire and smoke in the are now, to all ap-
‘pearances, wholly extinet. Standing in to
the westward of the Barren Isl which

d%‘:“t m:lfg;;n.y betweon Cam‘alaE _tl;eth
‘and Dougla: outward points at
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At 2 p. m. of the 8th and anchored about five
‘miles off shore. Just beyond the mouth of,
‘or entrance to, the inlef, its waters widen out
dinto two_ _judentations on the opposite
3 Gull and - Chugachik
‘Bay on the east, and the Kamishak on
- the west. North of these indentations the

[ shores of the inlet again approach each other '
o within u distance of thirty miles (the dis-
‘tance between Capes Elizabeth and Douglas is
ver sixvy miles);, which distance it holds as
norto as tho and West Foreland
whera it is further contracted, abous one-ha
holding a width of about fifteen miles to
Turnogain ‘Arm, which Js In Jatituda
ebont 65°, and the point from which
| Cook turned back when disappointed
in mnot finding, as  he  ccnfidently
thought he hLad, the much sought for north-
west: On the east sbore the moun-
tni% are not high, though several large gla-
can be seen in the distancs, and Jlere
| is a strip of comparatively level land, well
| wooded and from thirty to forty miles wide,
’tilﬁuﬁl between their base and the waters of
lst.

| The tides in Cook's Inlet are, perhaps, more
rapid and violent than at any other point on
the Pacific cosst, frequently running at the

rate of weight to tem miles an hour
with an  average rise and fall o
twenty-five to twenty-eight feet. The!

,Ehooddrnlls in in one vmi;u volume and with a
| thundering noise, ca ng everything before
it, increasing in apsg and violence as the
(shores approach nearer to each other, As a
consequence the' tidal currents are very dan-
P gerous, indeed none the less so by the exis-
tence of pumerous conically shaped rocks
rising from the bottom, uncomfortably close
‘to the surface, and which in themselves ren-
Lder the navigation of its waters more
-or perilous.  The distance from
}ﬂm entrance to the head of the
Inlet is very nearly 200 miles, but in the ab-
wsance of surveys its navigation beyond Kenai
the most northerly point on its shores veached
by the Thetis, is altogetber too dangerous to
‘be lightly atternpted by vessals of deep draft,
- The distriet of country bordering on Cook's
\Inlet is, perhaps, better adapted to sgricul-
 tural pursuits by reason of its climatic con-
ditions, as well as the ferti of the soil, than
any other part of Alaska, There is a large
acreage of comparatively level land on the
(eastern  shore, with & soil which, it
feams to me, ought to be produe-
tiva of excellent crops of cereals as
well as vogetables. Though the winters
ire colder than those of Kadiok and the Sit- I
an region, the summers are warm and drier,
' and while there is no question concerning the
Leuring of hay from the bative grasses which
ire abundant, barley and cats have been sue-
‘cessfully grown, and that too by
WHOLLY INEXPERIENCED AGRICULTURISTS.
- Kenai is on the east shore of the inlet at
the mouth of the Kaknu River, and at the
time of the transfer was still a fortified place;
but the stockade and bastions bays disap-
‘peared, and when a company of United States
Foldiars was sent to occupy the place in

1865-0 the erection of new barracks was found
Mecessary to their accommodation.
\harracks ave still standing, but in a sadly
dilapidated condition, Ksnai isthe central
-g;nr. for all the Cook's Inlet region, and was
: earliest permanent settlement made by
the Russians; but there are no Russians there
now, only a colony of creoles, who cultivate .
potatoes, turnips and other vegetables, some |
ot whom kee)la] cattie, and all %?\'ing rinei-
'pally upon the products of the soil 1t
118 also & station of the Alaska Com-
‘mercial Company, and the residence of
a priest of the Greco-Russian Church, whose '
il;n:adictiun extends to all of Cook's Inlet and |
region bordering the coast east as far as
 Xakutat, There is a native village of people
‘who call themselves Kenaitze, anut o mile
istant from the station, woich, together with
the creole settlement, I visited during my
brief stay. At the latter Isaw some ten oy
| twelve acres of ground in a good state of cul-
tivation, and was told that the people found

Thesa old

no  difficulty in prowing all the
vegetables they mneeded for their own
use, The crecles live in comfortable |

lewed log houses, and seem  rensons-
bls well eontent with their lot in life, though,
if they work for the company as some of
them do, compelled to accept §1 a day in pay-
ment. Iinterviewed some of the cmofa peup{a
in reference to the prices charged them for
oods, and if thay told me the truth, as 1 have
iitle doubt they did, mothing but the
sion of a econscience would stand in the way
of my making a fortune, could I bave the ex-
‘elusiveprivilege of selling them goods at the
rata they now pay for haif n dozen the
Indian trade of course included, !rha ?Ien—
itze Bouses are built of unhewed Togs and
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thetehed with native Eras:!. and are exceed-
ingly dirty and filthy, Talking with the 1:hlaff
a naturaily bright and intelligent man,
was informed that be anc. his people were
prohibited from disposing of their furs to ont-
giders under penalty of being debarred from
the privileze of purchasing anything at the
company s store for a péviod of two years. Of
course this was an ex-parte stavement; but it
wonld seém to have some pasis to rest upon,
for with allhis aptitude in the art of lying iti
is hardly probable that this native would man-
ufacture such 4 story out of whols cloth, |
At Kenai I had my flrst real experience with
Alaska mosquitces, Starting to walk from
the ercole to the native settlement tinough a
small growth of birch and popple, 1 first thought |
it necessary to break off a lealy bough and use |
it as a brush, merely to keep them from sing-
ing their seductive songs into both ears at one.
and the same time. They resented this pre-
| caution and came tip to the assault, apparent-
ly marshaléd by the million into platoons,
companies, regiments, brigades and divisions,
and bad each and every one been
ARMED WITH A SEWING MACHINE
Capable of sticking a copntless nomber.of
sharp needles into.a lellow every consecutive |
second, the attack could not have been more |
effective. For the first time in my life, 1 be-
lieve, I fload—actually ran away—instead of
facing an enemy, and I am reasonably certain
that I would lay myself liable ro a charge of
perjury should I make an affidavit to the ef-
fect that my interpreter, who ran fuster than
1 did (he is more fleet of foot), didn't actually
damn those mesquitoes—with more emphasis
than I did. They wers not only numer-
ous—they were giants of their race, They
could sing louder, fiy faster and pierce deeper
than any of their tribe I ever saw before or
aver want to see again. When Kostrometinoil
and I got back to the ship that night it is just
possible the mosquitoes might havo been able
to recognize the wrecks they had made—no
one elsa would huve been able to discover in
our perscens the Governor of Alaska and
interpreter. !
The total native and creole l*.o ulation of |
the country adjacent to Cook’s Infet is about
' 1,000. ‘Thers are only seven permanent white
residents, but at the salnion canneries there
are muE]f)yed doring the shmmeér about
| fifty white men and 150 Chinese, who
come up from Ban Francisco in the spring
r and return dgain when the salmon season
is ended. Thare are two of these canner-
fes—one nt Kenai, which had stavted up,only
| the day before my arrival and which has a
capacity of 20,000 cases per satson, and one at
the month of the Kussiloff River, ten miles
south of Kenai, which expectad to ship not
lesa than 50,000 cases and wiich has been in
operation for some yearss Cook'’s Inlet is one
of the favorite bhaunts of the king
| salmon, the size of  which  varies
from forty to fifty poonds, There ars
soveral species of the on, : only. threa of
| which, however, have & inntalils valoe..
viz., the king, red and siiver. The king eal-
monare first to make their appearance, com-
ing generally early in June, the run con-
tinuing from two to four wesks, After them
come red, and last the silver varviety, each
with a run of about the same length. ’IheE
come in countless numbers, seeking the fres
waters of the erecks and rivers, up which
they run as far as there is waler to float them,
deposit their spawn and then return to salt
water. In soch numbers do they come thet
in some of the smaller streams they actually
crowd themselves out of the water, winrows
| of dead fish, three or four ik, freguently
| Hning the snores ror miley wady we <111
| in gill-nets and in weirs, or traps, the laiter |
set &t the mouths of the rivers and above the
| water at low tide, These traps nre made

| by setting poles in _the ound, around |

| which a wire nefting "is placed In
something like the ‘shape of the pound
o supply thesa two

nets used on the lakes, !

canneries—and thers is room for more—it is

necessary to tuke )

| AT LEAST 100,000 FisH :

| Within the short period of two months, from

' which a product of 5.880,000 pounds, worth

| not mueh if any less than hulf o million dol-

htlgﬁeh obtain y |
& natives who inbasbit the Cook’s Inlet |

country, save ouly & very small portion on,
ach 'side of the entrance, arc of the

i gl&fha‘bnkn.n stock, of which thers arol
a Irge number of i clans
or families in Aluskn. These people ara gen-

ura.ltx veferred to as “natives of the interior,”
Cook’s Inlet being the only place where they
have succeeded in obtaining a permanent foot-
hold on the const.  They resemble much more
E than do any other Alaskgn natives, the
Jndian af the plains; they dre u e in
area of eountry |
i B o sa okl Yo Conbe
constfx 5 7l to Copper
w'!?m the east, on Fﬁa islands of toe Kadink

T
< their habits and an
SIEh ebiaces: o dhan
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—— QLD NATIVE HUTS,

| Arehipelago and along the whiole water front
away round to where the easteru boundary
o line intersects with the Arctic Ocean, and on
| & Jarge part of the Aliaska Peninsula, are
found the Fskimos only, the Athabaskans be-
ing hemmed into the interior at all points |
save the one named, They are taller and
41 darker than thélr Tskimo neighbors, but these
on the coast have toa great extent adtypted the
] dress and customs ofg the Creoles, and I was
therefors unable to distingwish any other ma-
| terial difference  betwesn them and
the natives previously  wvisited, His-
tory credits them, however, with
having been an exceedingly brave people,
who were conguered by the Rnssians only af-
ter o great deal of hard fighting, in whic?: s11-
periority of arms and not superior bravery of
the invaders compelled their submission. The
first permanent white settlements on Cook’s
| Inlet were established as eurly as 1780, With
these settlements came the missionaries of the
Greco-Hussian Churel, and the Kenunitze were
converted to Christianity as mneh from a fear

of the wruth immediately threatened as from
that which was pictured to come in the great
| hereafter. However, they afo now as good |

| Christians as might reasonably be expected

| from their limited understanding, and in hou-

| esty will compare favorably with most white

ecommunities whese religious professions are

much mors orthodox.

Leaving Kepai about i0 o'clock the next
morning after our arrvival we ran south, pass-
ing in sight of the Kussiloff Cannery and the
ereole settlement of Ninilchik, but did not |
stop ab either, At Kenai, hbowsver, T ob-
tained, from a reliable source, all the informa-
tion I desived concerning the latter settlement.

o Its people are descendents of a number of
superannuated employes of the old Russian-
American Company who were arbitrarily
planted there nearly 100 years ago, and left |
to work out  their own temporal salvation, |
There are now only about & dozen families,
but they have quite a number of cattle, make
treir own butter and all are engaged in tilling |
the soil from which they grow enough vege- |
tables for their own use, and & vary considera- |
ble surplus, which they sell to the traders and |
fishermen, They also kesp pigs and poultry |
and are said to constitute an sltogether happy |
| and contented little community. l
] Iv.
: UNNING throngh Ka-
chemak Gulf, in Chu-
chagik Bay, we an-
chored about 2 o'clock
Sunday morning be-
hind a long point ex-
tending out from the
end of the peninsula
E ]'\'mg between the bay
and the gulf, in what is
known as Coal Harbor,

There is no settiement at this point, and

my only object in stopping was 1o

examine the coal seams said to exist

there, and which were originally discov-
I. ered by the first navigators as early as 17506

After breakfast I went ashore in company
with some of the ship's officers and had no
difficulty in finding the veins, the outerops of
which are in the face of a perpendicular
bluff and so prominent that they can be seen
from a distance of two miles. I found three
distinet veins, seams, in a sandstone forma-
tion which dips to the northwest at an ineli-
nation of from three to five degrees fromn the
horizontal, The outerops, or rather expos- |

] |
ures, made by the waves dashing against the
bluff, are at the highest point above hizh
water, but the dip carries the seams
under the surfoce of the bay in a
very short distance to the north—the
principal one being visible for a considerable
space under water. These scams lie one |
above the other, with what I took to be fire-
élay between them, the lower one being, at
the very least caleulation, eight feet thick, the
next one above from four to five, and the
upper not more than three. Hundreds
of tons of this coal lies strewn
alonz the beach, having been detached
in large Dblocks from the lower wvein
by the action of the waves, It is to all ap-
pearances a vervy flne quality of cannel coal,
and that there is an extensive field of it is.a |
question which admits of not a single doubt. |
With a small crowbar we dug out two or|
three hundared pounds, which we carried
on board ship, and a part of
which we  burned in the cabiin
grate with the most satisfac-
tory results. The chief engineer, “‘}10 is con- ]i
siderable of a scientist, and certainly well
posted as to the different qualities of cor_il, |
made various tests, tngether with an analysis,
to determivie its character and probable com-
mercial valoe, At the very first trial he suc-
ceeded in making

A COMPLETE AND PERFECT WELD
On one and one-hall inch iron, something that
cannot be done with any other coal heretofore
mined on the Pacific slope. From a lump
picked up on the beach a portion wus broken
off, weighed and placed in a retort made on
Loard ship. Thisretortwas heat+d to abright
red in the furnace fires, when the coal gave ofi
an illuminating gas; the flame of which issuing
from a tip, was of peculiar purity and white-
ness, Lighted m the cabin grate it atfirt
gave off a bright white' flame without much
smoke, subsiding alterward with very little )
loss of balk, to a red-hot earbon of great dur-
ability and intense heat, which was finally
consumed to un ash of impalpable fineness,
without elinker, This test left no possible
doubt as toits value for domestic purposes.
The analysis made by Chiel Lows gave car-
bon 88, hydrogen 7 and ash ¢_per cent., with
only & trace of sulphur or sodiun. Tu his) re-
port to his commanding  officer, the chief en-
gineer says: ‘“‘lkorsteaming purposes 1 have
only an opinion which, unbr cked by solid
and well ascertained facts, ought not
to be expressed or finaily entertained,
The tests simply enable me to pronounce it a
cannel coal of great value, much supérior in |
fact for domestic purposes to nn;.;tinng yet
seen in the San Frameisco market.” It must
be remembered that the tests upon which this
judgment is based were made from coal taken
from the outerop or picked up on the beach,
which analogy permits e to argue cannot,
exposed as it bas been to the action of the ele-
ments, be taken as a fair sampleof the quality
of the seams, :
The existence of these coal seams was weil
known to the Russians, but were not worked
by them, owing to the fact that they open
upon the beach, and as they could only be
successfully worked through perpendicu-
lar  shafts of considerable depth,
they preferred to commence operations
at some other point where 80 large
an outlay of capital would not be required.
They accordingly proceeded to open a mine
| on the shore of a small cove known as Coal
Eay, in Grabam’s Harbor, which lies
‘mbout  twenty miles  to  th south- |

|
|




west of the entrance to Chuchagik
Bay, and as near as can learn for a
number of years mined from a single shaft all
the coal they (Russian-American Company)
required for use in their steamers. They
made the mistake, however, of following the
Beam under the bay, and cutting a stream of
water the imnine was flooded beyond the hope of
redemption. Bubsequently, about the year
1851, & company was formed in San Francisco,
to which the Russian-American company was
& party, for the purpose of mining coal for the
Ban Francisco market, and a new mine near
the old one was opened under the local man-
agement of a German engineer named Hat-
tern and from that time till the transfer
CONSIDERABLE COAL WAS MINED,

Though very little of it found its way to San
Francisco, The American partners of the
firm or corporation, which was called the
American-Russian Company, concluded that
BSan Franeisco needed more” ice than coal and
the shipment of ice from Wood Island was
made its principal business, With the trans-
fer of the country to the United States all of-
forts at coal mining ceased, and nothing has
eversince been done looking to the practical de-
velopment of the extensive coal meusures on
Coolc’s Inlet and elsewhere in Alaska.

These coal seams not only cron.ong at l.l:ﬁ 4

a

‘points mentioned, but they are exposed
lalong the eastern shore of the inlet from

Anchor Point, at the northern entrance of
Kachemak  Gulf to Kusilloit  River
and at varions points between Coal
and Graham’s Harbors. covering a total dis-
tancoe of nearly 100 miles. At the point where
1 landed the natural conditions could not be
more favorable tor the opening and practical
operation of a large number of mines, The
ground back from the bay rises to an eleva-
tion of 100 feet or moré, affording the
best fncilities for the construction of gravity
roads upon which the produgts could be car-
ried out upon piers and transferred to ships at
a very trifling cost. I confidently look for the
development of this vast coal bed just as soon
as Congress' shall by suitable legislation
make it possible for persons desirous
of thus investing their capital to secure good
and sufficiént titles, which they cannot now

0,

At Graham Harbor is the old Russian set-
tlement of Alexandrofsky, where the
Alaska Commercial Company main-
tains o fur trading station, and
a few crecles and some natives reside, the
former engaged prineipally in gardening.
There is avother ercole settlement named
Seldovia, a few miles north of Graham
harbor, and a mnumber of others on
the west shore, at none of which the
ship touched, Capt. Emory, as well
as myself, being. anxions to reach the
seul islunds while the killing season was at its
hight, Consequently we were under way soon
after returning to the ship from the coal
veins, and during the evening we passed in
plain sight of Cheruaboura Voleano, which 1
tailed to see on our way up the inlel, This
voleano appears on the government charts as
Angustin Island and is situated on the west |
side of the inlet, about fifty miles from the
entrance, It is about twenty-tive miles in
cireumierence at the base and low on
the seaside, from whence it rises in
regular, though steep ascent, into a lofty
conical mountain, presenting neavly the sams
appearance {rom every point of view, and
=-}ut-lw.1 with perpetual snow and ice down to
the water's edge, A few years ago thig iso-'|
lated peak, without warning,

BROKE OCUT INTO VIOLENT ERUPTION,
With a thundering sound and a rumbling and
shaking of the earth, which frightened the
nutives for buudreds of miles in every direc-
tlon. For a time it vomited’ forth a |
great shower of  asbes, which fell |
apon and covered the ground miles away |
to the depth of saveral inches, finally settling
down to a steady emission of flame and
smoke, lasting for a period of a year
or more. Now it emits a thin; va-
pory smoke only, which could be seen
rising-,.-.ig-_qqnsmmh!e volume from its peal
as we passed along, thongh at no time did we
approach nearer than thirty miles Lo it.

That night I remnined up till 1 o'clock to
see for myself how much darkness there
might be on a June night in the latitude of

| sixty degrees porth. I found that I conld |

see 1o read ordinary print quite readily on
deck at balf past 12, and that av 1 there wa
perfect daylight—so that there was really no |
absolute darkness, only a little deeper |
shade of twilight between 12 and 1 than that
which prevailed between those bours belore

The next morning on rising we found our-
salves in Shelikoff Straits, which lie between
the Islands of Kadiak and Afognak and the
Aliaska Peninsula, and for a hundred miles |
we steamed nlong through mountain scenery |

Jinconceivably grand and awe-inspiring, My
deeble pen may not attempt 4 word picture of

oy ——

and after sunset, L

scenery such as that whieh incloses this wide |
strait; it failed to give an adequate <1e9cril:-]
tion of the'St. Elias Alps, and in this case it |
will not attempt to portray that which i
heyond the skill of the artist, and in depict-
ing which even the most lervent imagination
may not charge itself with exagzeration. 1tis
simply grand and beautiful bevoud the power
of pen to describe; it must be seen to be ap-
preciated,

Late in the afternoon of Monday we
dropyed anchor just ot Korlgk, which is situ-
utw& at the mouth of a river of the sams
name, on the southwestern side of Kadwak
Isiand., There is no hgrbor at this point, and |
in cuse of a blow vesséls must weigh anchor
and stand away to escape the danger of
Lbeing dashed to ‘pieces on a rocky
and preeipitous shore, Only a few

| days bLefore our arrival a briz laden with

building msaterial and machinery for a new
cannery was wrecked within less than a mile
of the point where her carzo was to be dis-
charged, everything being lost,

THE FISH INDUSTRY.

Karluk is, 'at present, the most important
fishing station in Alaska, there being two very
large canneries in operation and another in
course of erection and expecting soon to be in
operation, the building material and machin-
ery for the fourth having been lost by the
wreck of the vessel bringing them, after ar-
rival at her anchorage. This ‘brings me to
the wvalue of the fish industry of this
great Island of Kadiak, In addition to these |
canneries at Karluk, there is another in Uvak |
Bay, some twenty-five miles to the morth--
ward, and a packing establishment in Sit-!
kalidak Strait, on the opposite side of the)
island, which nextyear will be changed iuto |
a cunnery. My information leads me to be-]
lieve that there are many other points on the ||
island where canneries can be gstablished and ||
made equally &s profitable as those at Karluk, |
Of those at the latter place one sent away *
last year 83,000 cases, and expected to achieve |
this year at least 100,000, equal to 4,800,000
pounds, of the wvalue, at last year's market |
prices, of $075,000. The other two may be |
set dowmn at 40,000, aud the one at Uyuk Bay
for 20,000 more, making a product of 160,000
cases for Kadink Island, together with cer-
tainly not less than 5,000 barrels of salted
salmon, the whole of the market value of at
least §1,000,000,

The Karluk River, a beautiful stream of
clear, pure water, flowing down from a moun-
tain lake of the same name, here pours its
i-cllucid tide into the strait, a nmeck of low
and lying between the salt water and where |
the river sweeps around the base of the steep ||
bluffs’ on its way to the sea, On this|
neck are located the canuneries, boarding
houses, ete., while high up on the opposite side
of the stream is a native settlement of people
who call themselves Aleuts, but who are real- ||
ly Eskimos, or, as they were originally called,

iags, Therve is ancother native. vi o

| miles up the river. That the fish are abund-

ant in this stream, which is not more than
four rods in width, may be inferred (ram the
number and capacity of the canneries, to-
gether with tbe fact that from it somp 500 |
natives derive their principal food supply. 1t
must be remembered that the natives have no
other idea of preserving fish than by drying |
them in the sun, and thatdt takes ten pounds
of fresh fish to make ofie of the dry, The
amount of tish thus prepared averages about
400 pounds to the family, equal to 4,000

| pounds of fresh fish, There arain the native

sottlements at Karluk at least 150 families
whose consumption would, aceording to the
foregoing estimate, amount to 600,000 pounds
of fresh fish, The . 160,000 cases, equal to
7,650,000 pounds of prepared food, represents
at least 10,000,000 pounis of fish as they come

TFom the wuter, or a total of 10,600,000 pounr':‘s
| taleen out of this stream the past season.  Al-
lowing an average of ten pounds each, we
would bave a total of 1,600,000 fish taken in a
single season of not more thau three months'
duration from astream not over four rods wide
at its mouth and not over two miles of whosa
length is utilized. It may well Le doubted,
however, if, as asserted, these fish always re- |
turn to their native stream during the spawn- |
ing season, whether this dranght upon the
Karluk may not, ere long, serionsly impair
its value as a fishing ground, especially i, as
is proposed, its capacity shall be further test-
ed by'the erection of additional canneries
THE FISH COMPANY
Whiech located here, a corporation made up

=1}

| almost entirely of shareholders in the Alnska
| Commercial Company, evidently intended to

surround and completely corral the whole of
what is, to use a vulgar phrass, a “mighty
good thing.” They undertook to exclude
everyons else from participation in this good
thing by staking out and claiming the whole
of the neck of jand lying between the mouth
of the river and the strait, which claim they
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ltor of Customsat St Paul's, Of course the
land laws not having been extended
over the territory, they could acquire
no lezal title whatever, (o a single
foot of the land “they assumed O
c¢laim and occupy, snd though arrogant
and threatening, no attention was paid to
their claim of exclusive rights, otherwise
thers would have been but one establishment
where there are now three, with more to fol-
low. Asa matter of course, all ave tenants at
will of the government, but oné has as good
right as the other to possession and cannot
legally be interfered with excvept at the be-
hest of the government itssif. And right
here iot me say that this is only one of dozens
of instances where, in the absence of any law
by which lezal titles t lunds can be secured, |
valuable franchises, so to speak, dare Dbeing
nsurped, the government defrauded of a very

onsiderable revenue and complications raised
which are rea-onably ceriain to entail endless
expense upon the government as well as indi-
viduals in the future, i

At Karluk there are abuut seventy-five
white ]:uu}:h: and 230 Chine-e, all transicut as
yet, in addition to the n«tive population ol
perbaps 300 in the two villages, The babita-
tions of the natives are calied barrabaras. a
flussian word which in . the singular means «
hut, These dwellings are more than half un-
derground,  An excavation of the dosired sizs
is first made, on the ingide of wuich rows
of posts, of equal hight are set closely
rogether, the tops projecting not more than a
couple of feet abiove the ground, On thes.
rafters are placed, the whole ol the struc-
ture, including the: roof eovered over with
sods to the thickness of a foot or more, The

naterinl used in the frame is most generally
Irittwood, but sometines the ribs ol the wilale
are made to answer the purpose. A small
openingis always left in the top, which answors
tiie double purpo-e of window and chimney,
Nhen not needed as a smoke Bscupe or lor
ventilation it is closed with a frame over
| which a thin and transparent covering of seal
biadder is stietehed. The entrance is gener
ally in the shape of a low, narrow under-
ground passage, from eight to ten feet in
ength, and shrough which one ean only pas
n Lis bands and knees. The interior gencr-
illy consists of
ONE COMMON APARTMENT,
Or living room, in which the cooking is done,
and three o fonr small sleeping rooms; gen=4
erally in the form of additions to the main
hut, These latter are usually so low thut a
| person of ordinary bight cannot stand up-
right within them; thev are lighted by a
small window made of bludder, placed either
in the roof or side, A village made up o
these bararablras, seen from a distance, more
nearly resembles a collection of the sum
number of so-called houses of the prairie dog
than anything else I can think of; certainly
at first sight they wouid not be tuought of as
buman habit tions,
Inquiring for the chief, 1 was conducted to
the barrabara of that august personage, and
being invited in, was conducted from the
muain into a smallerapartment. the entranes
o which was a squire aperture scarcely farge
enough to crawl throu h. This apsrtmect
was suppiied with a Loard floor, which is very
rare, and the walls were completely covercd
with illustrated newspapers, in lieu of regular
wall paper. Here, in a room not high enough
Lo permit me to stand erect and not over fen
leet square, 1 bad my “talk’ with the chief,
| which + had  scarcely  commenced be-
| fore other natives bLegan to push them-
elves through the entrauce hole, and so
crowded the place tbat there was scarcely
space left me i which to breathe tue foul
odors exhaled from their not over clean
persons. It goes without saying that the in-
turview was prolonged not a single instant be- |
vond the scquisition sought; indeed 1 never
appreciated the health-giving properties of n
pure air so much as when | emerged from
that miserable hole in the ground, but which
was, nevertheless, the most pretentious and
cleanly babitationin the village.
I found three native people possessed of con-
siderable natural intelligence, bt exceedingly
filthy in their persons and habitations, thonzh |
this is one of the settlements which the writer
[ have quoted says, “will compare favorably
i neatness and  domestie comfort with miost |
of the fishing villuges in Northern Europe.
Nevertheless, they are not o bad-l oking peo-
ple, physically, and aside rom evideat latred
of that virtue which is said to rank next to
godliness, practice few, if any, bad babits |
| save those imbibed from the whites. The) |
' are inordinately fond of whisky, the quality |
| of which they judge by the amount of jn- |
toxication it will éffect, and the nearsr itap-
sroaches to hell-fire the better they like it
hey will pay or pawn almost anything they
possess for enough of the vilest liquor on
earth to produce one good solid drank, and
when they eannot buy the article direct, they

make for themselves o yvillainauekind of beer |

which is further distilled into a sort of whizky
which is warranted to
KNOCK A WHITE MAN SILLY

At 'a distance of mors than forty
rods,. I found some ‘of them drunk,
and on inquiry was told that there had
been a late brewing of gnass, and that both
the stores sold them sugar knowing for what
purnose it was fo be used, but only in suffi-
cient quantity to enable them to indulge inan
occasional spree,

This was, I must say in justice to the man-
aecement of the canneries located there, the
first place in which I found the native people
satistied with the treatment accorded them,
but I found that this wasin consequence of
the competition which gives them not only a
fair price for their lubor and cheaper

oods from the company stores,
ut to the extent just indicated
enables them to satisfy their irordinate pro-
pensity for strong drink. They are paid $40
per month during the salmon season, and dur-
ing the winter follow the chase, receiving fair

called “gnass” from sugsr and flour, and

prices for whatever furs they may succeed in

taking. There is a Greco-Russian chapel in

the lower native village, in which prayers are |

| read by an ancient kanaig, acting as *‘reader,”
in the absence of the regular priest, who re- !
sides at St. Paul's, and whose visits are like
those of the angels are said to be.

We remained at Karluk only a few hours
and the same night weré under way for Oun-
alaska, baving determined to pass by Unga!
jand Belkofsky without stopping, and pay
them a visit on our return from the north. On |
Tuesday morning we passed in sight of the
Bemidi Islands, but all the alterncon |
and  night were "out of sight of

{land. Wednesday morning we sight-|
l'ed - the Shumagin Toup, ‘to
which Unga belongs, and wheré the principal
cod fisheries are located, and on Thursday!
forenoon were in sight of the Island of Akoun-|
tan, on which there isa voleano of the same
name, in active eruption a year ago, but the|
peak of which was bid in the clounds, So far|
wa had been favored with plessant weather, |
including a fairly clear sky and bracing at-f
mosphere, though at times there was a littls)
more wind and sea than was wholly agresable
to a landsman, At 8 p. m. Thursday, June|
| 14, we entered the Unalga Pass, which liés be- |
tween the island of the same name and that of
Ounalaska, and entering Behring Ses, rounds |
ed the northeast end of the last named island, |
andat 11 p. m. cast anchor in the harbar of
Hiuliuk, just in frontof the village ouve known
IJ_‘\’ that pame, btut now catled O blaska, |
Going ashore early the next day, 1 called on
the priest of the Grazeo-Russian Church, and
made the acquaintance of the few white people,
resident of the place, only one of whom I ad
| previously met,

HE Village of Ounalaska |
consists of about sixty |
frame buildings, a few of |
them guite respectable in
size and outward appear-
ance, but by far the
g, larger number being one-
S story ten by twelve!
e wooden shells, built or
e purchased by the Alaska
Commercial  Company
o and oecupied by its Alsut
bunters and employes free of rent, and per-|
haps between forty and fifty barrabaras, also
occupied by the Aleuts. Aside from the ware-
houses and the company’s office and store
buildings, there are, perhaps, half a dozen
neat frame buildings, and as many more not
§0 neat, which are occupied by Creole families,
most of whom are reasonably well-to-do,
considering their isolation from the world
and the small opportunities afforded them.,
Tlmt_ those of the Aleuts who prefer it are
furnished small frame tenements free of rent |

§ ag?lf ::t &‘h:d e!:mgeﬁtim inabél.uteq_i by the
w T ‘Company a lew years ago,
a&icl!:, in order tgtnbcu.ro th& sor\d%ea hilrt ni-
e hunters, built for them the larger of
the small frame ho referred to.  To meet
this competition the Alaska Commercial Com-
pany erected a number of larger Houses, but
o 1588 bdzame the owner of the others by
buying out the competing corporation; sinde
then no houses have been built, nor, indesd,
do I think _nnug- fmore cwould  be
pied, some .« the old ones bHe-
ing ~ either vacaut or occunied ae
¢ow stables. It is probable that were the com-
¥ to ¢ ent inost of the houses would

as those who still | barraby

-




ound most of them quite clean and well
%, the Aleuts being in every respect tar
superior o the natjyes previously met with.
8  Japanesa cast . of countenance,
and, .- as I believe, notwithstanding
ethulogists argue to the econtrary, of Asiatic
origin, History relates that when the Rus-
gians first came amony them, about the mid-
dle of the last century, they were a brave and
warlike people, not more courageous m bat-
‘tle, however, than kind and_ lwspitable to
5stmu§ars. They received the Russians kind-
{1y and maintained amicable and friendly re-
Iations with them for several years aiter
[their ‘arrival, submitting patiently to de-
mands they might %nsﬂy have 16-
sen as_an infringement upon their
rights, until the invaders, encouraged
by a tient forbearsnce which was
wnth‘uega into a passive submission born of
fear and cowardice, proceeding from bad to
worse, by their apesressive and outrageous con=
duct ﬁnu.lly forced them to accept the alterna-
tive of war or absolute slavery. Accordingly,
gg)cm a given signal, the people of all the
n]lo

::';fbbr of the native houses and barbaras,

villages rang to arms, aund of
their op?;'mom only four escaped
slnughter. But the Russians came again and
in hﬁmntar number, and after years of blood-
8 the conguest of Ounalaska, and of the
Iwhole Aleutian chain, was effected, and the
remnauts of their peop'la reduced to astate of
servitude bordering on abject slavery. Bafore |
the conquest there were many Eapulous vil- |
lages on Ounalaska Island, and both Russian
and Aleut anthorities arres in the statement
that in what is now known as the Ounalaska
ggﬁriet (the ﬁ{‘eutian Telands) the:l'il wr.lé'e“
villages, with a population variously esti-
mated ucg-'om 1733.030 pw 25,000, Now thers
are in the same district only tem villages and
1,026 le, exclusive of whites, of whom 278
are os and 788 Aleuts. No other or
further comment as to the treatment of these
peodple in the past is necessary; froma brave
and warlike. people they have been trans-
formed by more a century of abuse and |
oppression, into timid, helpless dependents
|upon the will of thosa they have come to re-
' gard as their masters. In some respects their
| condftion is far better than under the old
{nm regime; yet the dispassionnteobserver
r-lm_ung them will scarcely have the hardibood
to aver that they are of anyrights
| which the white man is bound to respect.
' . The Islapnd of Ounalaskais about 125 miles
{Jon _ _.om 50 to 50 wide, and the largest and
| most important of the Aleutian chain. There
are four vi on the island, as stated—
| Jhiuliuk (Oun: j, Makushin, Kashiginsk
and Chernoosk, the first in the north, the
| second two on the west side, and the last at
i the south end. They are all inhabited by sea
otter hunters, their aggrecate population, ex-
clusive of thirty or forty white men, number-
ing only 463 persons. ere are three sepa-
rate groups of mém:nmins on the lsilmad—-i.r}:l&
N groy wa chains running paral-
1al with anh_tli)thar between the bay ol the
(same name and Ilinliuk harbor, and in one of
which i3 a voleanic 5,000 feat jn hight,
‘and the' Otter and iginsk Mountains, ex-
‘tending th h the central and sonthern sec-
‘tions of the The highest peaks of
thess ‘mountain ranges are never withoub
their caps of show, though their sidesare cov-
ered as witha eting of the richest ver-
dure, The - in volcano stands about
tw“;,wa::inﬁ‘ north of th? Village of Phu.nap
Witla the m_ho‘l&?m ‘she svax N
fiames-or lava hav ‘emitted by this vol-
| ¢ano within the memory of of the resi-
dents of the island, batsinoke still isstes from.
its crater laghﬁe! intervals, frequently acconi-
panied with subterranean ngses asif in pre-
monition of an eartbquake .-ze]:l in reserve,

The geological formation ; |
DOTTLBeir ataks s Basath. wbite there are o |

IOUNALASKA.

the islafid several hot springs, the waters of
which are #nid to possess great curative prop-
erties, There is no timber on the island, nor,

indeed, have I seen any trees since leaving
the clearly marked line of division befween |
timber and praivie land on Kadiak Island, |
save ball a dozen stitnted trees planted in o
sheltered nook near Onnalaska Villageby a |
priest of the Greco-Russian Church more |
tifty years ago, and the failure of which isuc-

cepted as conclusive evidence that nothing of |
the kind will grow in this latitude.

Theré is, however, a wealth of wild grasses in

the valleys and on the mountain slopes, and I°
can see no reason why larzoe bherds of cattle

and sheep might not be successfully kept, as-

suming that a profitable market could be

found for the beaf, mutton and wool. The

extreme of cold lpst winter was 16" above

zero, and I was told the cattle, ol which there

are about fifty bead at Ounnlaska, all in fine

condition, were wintered practically without

beiug fed or honsed, I noticed a number of

goats about the village, but wo sheep, though

there is no lack of pouitry, and judging from

the number of hogs I saw running at large

there is not likely to be any lack of fresh

ork, even if it should be rather fishy in |
avor.

There is no lack of fish in the baysand rivers
of Ounalaska Island, While lying in the outer
biarber the sallors caught from the forward
deck lnrge numbers of cod and flounders with |
an ogcasional halibub, besides some vellowish
looking fish they called rock trout, but which
1 think are a species of mackerel. While
thera a boat’s crew was sent off a mile or two |
to draw the'seine at the mouth of a smull
river, and in a sliort time eame back with the
whole boat half foil of fine silver salmon. In
the fall large numbersof #oung seals find their
way into tixé harbor on their way south from
the réokerics, and pre killed as much for their
flesh as for theirskins, the meat of the young
scal belng ravher é%?;re_p..!.“n luxury thana
siaple article of among the natives, 1
regret to suy that breech-'cading fire-arms are
the weapons used in killing these seals, not-
withstanding the express prohibition by law
of the killing of fur-bearing animals in Alaska
with flre-arms of anw deseription, and that
the importation of breech-loading guns is
positively forbididen. In view of the fact
that the natives trads exclusively with the
Alpska Commercial Company there is bub one
inferbues to be drawn as to where and from
whom these guus are obtained. At all events
the company has such eontrol of the native

le as would eertainly enable its officers
and ageuts prevent them from violating
the Jdaw; t insteard of using itslinfluence in
that direction I find its ageuts at nearly
all.  the trading - siations either -selling
or len them ns, the ,importation
and usa which the law ex&l;essl}' forbids,
Perbaps, theugh, it wonld not be considered at |
all generous to expect this company to active-
1y ct-gperate in the enforcement of laws,
thirough the violation of which it reaps large
profit There are no fur-bearing anmimals of
conseguence on the isiand, but Ounalaska is,
nevertheless, the center of the fur trade from
the Shumagin Islands on the east to Attoo,

e - r -
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the most westerly of the Aleutian chain.  Itis
the port of entry for all of Western Alaska,
and is supplied with wharvesand other com-
mer 'lgcmties, being the headquarters of a
chureh discrict.  Nearly all the valuable furs
—seasottep, black. cross snd red foxes—
socured on all the islands west of Kadiac, are
colie@ted here for shipment to San  Francisco,
fusiness with one or two trifling exe
tions | bsing exelusively controiled by the
sk Commereial Company, which has also
of the senl islands, aud by reason there-
onopoly of the fur-seal industry,

|ri sture lands, and o soil in which all the
I vegetables ab least can be grown it
wouliseem easy enongh for a community no.
ATZE " that of Ounalaska to live com-
Jortz 1 the natural resources of theisland;
. s, through lopg inter
e _ weiad A i r"“
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————— tife whites, inve imbibed arulicinl tastes, and
acquired artificial wants; instead of the bird
or sealskin parka of their fathers the men now
affect broadeloth coats, starched shirts and
calfskin boots, while the white ladies of the
eastern eities are not mors intent upon secur-
ing the latest Paris fashions than are the
dusky maids and matrons of Ounalaska on the
alert for the latest styles from San Francisco.
And what is true as to dress is equally true in
mﬁp;dh to %h:ﬁir physical t.ns:e.g and wants,
which bave been enlarged just in proportion
_as they have become more g'nd move eivilized; |
mv‘mg adopted the style and dress of white
| men and women they feel that they must live
like white e, ent what white people eat
| and drink what they drink, mxec y if
the white man gives whisky the
preference over water, In consequence of
all this the, men are compelled to
‘earn more than would have insured to their
fathers a comfortable and bappy existence.
So the majority of them go down to the sea in
their frail bidarkas to luut the sea otter, tho
most valuable of all the fur-bearing animals

of Alasks.  The richest sea ofter huntin
ground is ab Sannahk Islands, over abun )

arp other islands and reefs frequentsd by the
hunters To Hannahl principally, however,
the Aleut hunters are couveyed by one of the
company's vessels, with their hénkmmd
there left frequently for months. Toimake,
assurance doubly sure x sub-agent is left with |
the party, with provisions sufficient to their|
\ wants during the hunt, who receives the skins
ns fast as they are taken, aud for which settle-
ment and payiment is made when the party
returis to headquarters. By sucl;Jchsutiuu
the company snceeeds in getting all the skins,
even those designed by the hunters for the
priest or church, for which Inst they merely
way the priest instend of the original owner,
hore is, therefore, no pessible chanes for an
outsider to get nway with any of theskins,
even should he be willing to pay twice as
much as the company alléws, whieh is all the
way from $10 for the poéorest to 50 Lor the
best. Of course these prices are paid indi-
rectly in goods; though a cash business osten-
sibly, the balsnce is really all on one side,|
since whatever is paid out for furs in a very
short time finds its way back to the company’s:
store in exchange for gouds snd provisions..
The company asserts that it seils goods to the
patives at an advance of only 23 per ceni over
invoies prices in San Fraucisco. Whether
this be so does not matter, In view of the fact
that it allows them less than half whai they
are really worth for their furs; in fact, it buys
and at its own prices, and I am not dis-
posed fo deny it the modicum of generosity it
may justly claim on the ground that it exacts
only 25 per cent advance on goods in reality |
exchangzed for commodities upon which it re-
alizes a profit of two or three hundred.
L6 The native Aleuts being practicaliy a civil-
ized peoule, there is littie to be said concern-
inﬁ their customs snd babits. They are all
followers of the Greco-Russian Chureh and
are Christians by profession, whatever they
may be in practice;: but if required to
express an opinion I should say that
so f{ar as morals are concerned,
lsaving their one Desetting vica of

PRIEST ROCK, OUNALASKA.
drunkenness out of the question, that they are
neither better nor worse than an. average
white community of the snimne size in almost
any part of the states—certainl mueh better |
| than some 1 could mention, | found them
| generally neatly dressed in “store clothes,”
fand on Sunday when on thelr way to chureh,
und at one or two parties, saw some of the |
‘women arrayed in silk, an‘l that, too, as taste- |
fully nscould be expected of refined white
women, and, I blush to say it, with more be
poming motd than was the rmle rather
than the exception at some receptions 1 bave
attended at the navional cani The women
"&‘gl"’& huw;ver. a uatt.ura;l %ﬁ:‘ﬂ X a}m‘ b%i bt |

ors, and are very fond ol welry. oy
'saldom wear bonmets or hats, except ‘on dress
ions, but generslly wear overtheir beads
ht colored or sills hand kerchiefs, aiter tha
in vogue in some of the enstern far
nities; the 2 b

miles northesst of Ounalaska, though there |

ST v

| back of the head. There is_so httle 'élﬁ?-‘q
similarity between the Creoles and white
1o, either in personal apnearance or mode
of living, that at first it is impossible to dis-
tinguish betwewn them, espectally < if they
speak the same language, | bave seen any
pure bloogded Anglo-Saxons with tawnler
skins than that of theaverngo Alaskan Creole,
and 1 have sean not a few of the latter with
complexions, the clear, rosy hue of which
might well be e vied by one of your hand-
somest society belles, i

Still anxions to reach the seal islands while
the killing season wae in full blast, and Jittle
dreaming that we might he too early on the
ground to ses the rookeries fully aceupied, the

captain determined, with my coneurrencd, mj
| proceed there at once, then return to Ouna-/

{’a.ska and coul ship for the voyage to the west-
ward, 1t baving been our original intention tg
make a complete tour of the Aleutian Ir
Before starting on our cruise to  the Avctic.

WATERFALL, OUNALASKA,
Subsequently, after our second arrival at
Ounalaska, this plan was changed to meet my
own views, and it was determined, in view of |
the fact that all of the natives, except a few
women, had been removed from the western
jslands to the sea-otter: hunting grounds
thav a trip to Bristol Day and aroand
the east side of the Alaska peninsuli,
to Belkogsky, Unga and other points would
be more profitabls, and it wns agreed that
both sections counld not be wisited without
nbandoning the cruise of the Arctie. » Attoo,
the most westerly of the Aleutian Islands, and
indeed of our possessions, is 800 miles from Onn-
alaska, and in the whole distance there are
‘only four or five native settlements, and these
' at the time, were almost entirely depopula
by the legira to the ser-hunting grounds. Un
‘the other band the eruise to Bristol Bay and
“other points named would enable me to visit
-and inspect not onl{osoma of the most impor-
tant industries in the tervitory, buy likewise
| to examine reported gold and silver discoviries,
together with the coal measures known to ex-
ist at saveral points along the route, while the
distencs covered would be at least 400 miles

less. The, veader, laf ma here remark, should,
|3 he feels an interest in what T have writton
| and am about to writs, send to the hydro-
gmg’hic office, Washington, inel fift;
ceénts, and get coast survey ; No, Yl "
“titled, *' Alnska aud Adjoining Territo: 3
[ svill find it n valuable adjunct to the informa
| tion embodied in these papers. i
"% o becontinued) i A
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b on the afternoon of |
ST ;}Fridn.y. June 15, we | |
o) .sq k\ safled direct for the |

7 N Pribyloft Islands, 230

g milds nearly dus north, |
. ":'/‘h"and arrived at St !
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dense fog, owing to
which fact we passed St. George, the most

southerlyof the Pribyloff group, without see- !

ing it. We got & good view of Otter

1sland, however, which lies six miles to the ’
southward of St. Paul, after which, though | ’
the fog agaein scttled down, it was an easy '
| matter to find the anchorage just off itha very |




VIEW OF MOUNTAINS FROM OUNALASKA..

peat, tidy village of St Paul, which is located

| on a peninsula projecting out some distance

fram the south side of the island of the same
pame. Otter Island is quite gmall and but
fow seals land upon if. It is, however, the
nesting place for great numbers of sea-fowl,
{rom which the revenue steamers draw a sup- |
ply of fresh eggs every seasom. We found |
the revenue cufter Bear at anchor when we |
arrived, and from her obtained a couple of
hushels of eggs she had faken the day before
from the Otter Island rookeries, which we
found to be very good. ’
Going ashore, 1 was met and most cordially
greeted and welcomed by Col. Geo. R. Single,
the govarnment agent, and Mr. Manchester, |
his assistant, as also by Dr. H. H. Melntyre,
the Alaska Commercial Company’s general
agent, It being Bunday, no work was buing[
| dgone, thongh I understood that a “killing™ |
| haa taken place in the morning. We wereins |
| formed that instead of being late, the killing
season had not yet been fairly inaugurated,
| comparatively few seals, especially cows, bav-
arrived-at the rookeries, and conse- |

as yet
E&nu?%uat ew, if any, “families” had been

formed. In view of the fact that we could
see thousands of seals disporting themselves in
the adjacent waters, hundreds of whom ap-
| proached to within not more than an oar's
| length while we were being rowed ashove, an
assertion of that kind seemed to us a rather
remarkable one; but it was, nevertheless, per-
| fectly true, The seals were later than usual
| in reaching the rookeries, and we would prob-
| ably have had a much more interesting visit
had we made haste more slowly.

The Island of St. Paul is situate in Behring
‘Bea, 230 miles nearly due north from Ounalas-
ka, between 57" 8" and 57" 11' 12° north lati-
[ tude and 170" and 170" 19" west longitude. It
|is ab its greatest length, from southwest to i
| northeast, thirteen miles long, about six miles |
‘wide at points of greatest width, and has
. something over forty miles of coast, about |

one-half of which is occupied by the seals. It
| is evidently of volcanic origin, one or two ex-
| tinet craters making the highest ridges, which
rise to a hight of 600 or 800 feet in the interi-
or, the grounds upon which the seals land be-
ing a voleanic tufa, thickly strewn with blocks
of ldva, There are no harbors in the island |
| where ships can lie in safety during a storm, |
| except it be at the village, where the anchor- |
| age, about a mile off shore, is comparatively |
| safe, except when there is a strong blow from |
| the south, The same disadvantages exist at
| the other islands of the group even to a great
extent.

The Vﬂls&le of St Paul lies on the south
slope of a hill which drops from au elevation
of 100 feet or more gradually down to the
beach, along which thers is a single terraced
street running east and west, upon which the
houses are pl all facing to the north, the
upper row Ironting upon the rear of the one

ow. There are een aigh'l;; and a hun-

all one-story {rame build-
ings, set s : : each other |

Arom.

insure safety ! fire, all presenting &

neat, tidy exterior, and so far as my observa-

on extended, all well and cleanly kept on the
These houses were built by

=2l

for the use of its native :
Whom they are occupl é’i’f‘ag_%:“ DA
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eration than that thajl' ghall ba kept x‘.Lan g
addition to these thers are ten or twelve com- |
| pany buildings, large and small, including the
| ngent’s residence, company store, ting
house, workshop, etc. Then there is the
Greco-Russian church, a very neat structure,
with well kept grounds; the priest'sresidencs,
the office and residence of the treasury agen
and last but not least, the best appointe
school house in the' territory, with the single
exception of the new oneerected here at Si
last year. The village, as a whole, is & very
pretty one, and could' not have presented a
cleaner or more orderly ap ce had a
special cleaning uw with a view to the recep-
tion of distinguished company taken place |
only the day before. The streets are hard

Lm:ui dry, having been covered with a thick ¥
layer of voleame cinders. No offal or offen-
sive refuse of any kind is allowed around the
houses, and the sanitary regulations and con-

' ditions are better than those usually enforced
in' regularly incorporated and well governed
eastern villages, 1 did not have an opportuni-
ty to visit the village of St George, but am
told that the same order of things exists
there, though it does not contain nearly so
many inhabitants,

The inhabitants of these islands whom I
have referred to us natives are Aleuts. When
first discoversd by the Russians in 1786 they
were nninhabited; for the purpose of killing
the seals and curing the skins Aleuts were im-
yorted and settled at several points both on

t. George and St Paul, of whom some of
those still residents of the islands are the de-
scendants. By jar the larger number, how- |
ever, have been taken there by the Alaska )
Commercial Company since it obtained a |
lease of the islandgs, a few being carried up |
every spring from Ounalaska end returned
bome again when tbe killing season is ended.
What I have written concerning the natives
| of Ounalaska would apply equally as well to
| their brethren in the Seal Islands, They are
practically & civilized people, not in the tense
of being Tully educated, but in that they are
converts to the Christian religion and have
adopted civilized ways in the matter of dress
and mode of living. T found quite & number
among them who could speak the English lan-
guage quits fluently, while a few can both
read and write in the Bussian, They are de-
vout members of the Greco-Russian Church,
and T found ail of them with whom I came in
contact very polite and civil. They guite
generally, bowever, seemed to wear in their
countenance o subdued expression bordering
on dejection, which I could only credit toa
timidity of character, perhaps wholly natural
to them. For certainly, aside from the fact
that they are nob permitted to do as they
please with property which is their own, or
with their wages after they have earned them, |
they haveé fiy cause whatever to ecomplain of
their treatment., They are paid forty cents
apiecs for killing and skinning 35,000 seals on
St. Paul Tefand and 15,000 on St. George. Tha
money thus earned is divided among the em-
ployes on a sort of community plan, in pro-
portion to their skill and ability—that is, in
| shaves of the first, second, third and fourth
class, As for instance, of the 234,000 earned ;
b?r killing and skinning 85,000 seals, the first)
olass men receive eay $500, the second class
| #4500, and the others still legs, The amounts,
after they have agreéd upon what the division
|shall be, are placed to the credit of the re-
spective ns on the books of the company
anid can drawn in cash when wanted, ex-
cept that the company insists upon retaiming
& sufficient amount to insure each individual
§5 per week during the long interval which
alapses between one killing season and the
next. Some of the more provident ones have
considerahle amounts smmll;lin t;% their ;:mdlt
with the com , upon which they ar
4 per cent 'inpt:l{]e’srt. and by the mennsduﬁl
stated the improvident ones are camp?l ed to
! f
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BEAL ON KILLING GROUND.

save enougl to support themselves and fami-
| Hies, Whi?a it may be questioned if these peo-
| ple have nota right to make any legal use
they please of their money after having
earned it, 1 doubt very much if any one will
be inclined to criticise the company’s policy
in the last mentioned regard; otherwise not a
few of its employes would, through their own |
improvidence, make themselves burdens either |
| upon the company or their friends and rela-
'tives during the larger part of each year.
But there is another point in their treatment
which I do not think can be defended on any
ounds whatever. Under the law and regu-
tions of the Treasury Department these
people are allowed to kill as many young and
pup seals as they may I'I:iillil‘(‘ for food. The
number so killed on St. Paul last year was
2,700 large young seals and 2,824 pups. The
skins of the large young seals that arc not
“stagey™ or othierwise damaged are taken by
the company and included in their quota of
85,000; the pup skins arve, of course, the prop-
erty of the natives, for whicrh the company
pays, when they are tanned, forty cents
apiece. A part of them, however, the na-
tives make up into coats, blankets, rugs, ete.,
{ which are much sought alter by government
| officers who wisit the island; but I was told
none were permitted to be sold except throngh |
the company’s office and at a fixed price. One
of the efficers of our ship was desirous of pur-
chasing balf a dozen untanned pupskins from
nuative who counld speak ;;u-u]l Eng]isl}, but
the native would not sell until he had first
sought and obtained permission from the gov-
ernment agent, and I learned from other
sources that the people were not allowed to
sell anything to nnybody without first having
obtained such permission, It would seem as
if, in view of the fact thatnone but govern-
ment vessels and officials, aside from those of
the company, are allowed to call at or land on
the island, the natives might be permitted to
sell that which it i8 eoncedad belongs to them
without let or hindrance from any one, As it
is,; however, they do not complain at the re-
striction, but are asdocile and contented as
the sleck, fat black slaves, whose masters were
bhomane and kind, used to be on the southern
. plantations. They appear to entertain a sin-
cere affection for Dr. Mclntyre, who struck
nme as s man of bumane and kindly disposi- |
tion, and had no complaints to make concern-
ing their treatment by the government agents,
1 should have said that the company keeps a
digpensary on the island, which is in ¢charge of
askillful physician, and that the natives are
furnished medicines and medical attendance
{free of charge, The company's contract with
I the government requires that a school shall
I be taught on each of the islands of St Paul
and Bt George at least eight months in each
yenr, The one at St, Paul was not in session
whila I was there, but I saw a number of the
children who could spenk English, and was in-
formed by the teacher that [air progress was
being made. So far as I was able to see, the
eompany was comwplying faithfully with all
the terms and condifions of its cotitract with
the povernment, and with the single restrie-
tion | have mentioned on their freedom of ac-
tion, there is nothing of which the natives can
Justly complain, - |
But many of yoyr readers are, I am sure, |
impatient to liear something about the charac- |
' terand babits of the fur scal, as well as the
ninuner of toking them.  As stated, the rook-
eries wers only partinlly ovcupied at the time
of ‘our arrival at 8t. Paul though the next
morning I could sea that the yumber of ani-
mals on those nearvst the village had beea
lurgely augmented by new arrivals during the
night. The only plan of arriving approxi-
mately at the number of seals which anmually
visit the rookeries on the two islands of St

inake for themselyes o SRS B “baeF]

| Panl and St 'George i8%o measure the length
| of sea margin, together with the depth (dis-
tance from the shore), ocoupied by them, and
then estimate one seal for every two square
feet of ground. If, for instance, a rookery
occupies o sea margin 2,000 feet in length and
200 feet deep the number of square feet wonld
s 400,000, and the number of seals oceupying

KILLING SEAL,
it 200,000. From what I saw I should say the
estimato wounld be a fair one if made when
the rookeries were full. Figuring upon this
basis, the number of seals on the herding
grounds of the two islands in July of last
%'mr wera approximated at 5,148,000 on St

"aul and 1,209,000 on St. George. Though the
rookeries were only partially filled at the time
I was there, but a comparatively small num-
ber of cows having arrived, I do not think it
would be any exaggeration to estimate the
number already thers at many hundreds of
thousands. There are ten rookeries on St
Paul, two of which are vlose by the village,
the largest being on the northeast point, at the
other extremity of the island. My limited
time permitted me to visit only fonr of these,
and from what 1 there saw I drew the conclu-
sion that hundreds of thousands of seals mmst
already bave arrived and hauled out upon the
breeding grounds, I saw hundreds of large
bulls and bers and there a herd of cows, with
an occasional pup, while the water in front of
the rookeries was alive with young male seals,
or, as they are styled, bachelors,

The seals begin to arrive at the island about
May 1, n few bulls coustituting the advance,
These do not land at first, but swim idly about
tor some days, as if inspecting the land which
they desire to preempt, 4r pessibly waiting
forthe arrival of reinforcements. From the
date of the first arrival, if tlie weather be
clear, until the 1st of June, the number is not
materinlly increaged; but if the summer fogs
set in earliar, then the bull seals begin to come
by the tbhousand, 'and lose no time in sélecting
and loeating upon suitable grounds, which
they guard and hold sgainst all new comers
till the cows arrive, from two to three weeks
lnter., Those that come first locate Tmmedi- |
ately on the water line of the breeding ground |
and between themselves and the new comers
there is a constant fight for possession: those
that come latest, being the freshest and strong-
est, generally driving those that preceded them
further buck. This continues till the cows ar-
rive, every bull baving in the meantime been
obliged to fignt a dozeén or more battles in or-
der to maintain the ground be has chosen, the
weaker ones having been driven trom pluce to
place uutil all are located, These seal claims
or pre-mptions may besaid to cover a space
from six to eight feet square, and the pre-
emptor, unless driven off by o covetous bull
stronger than himself, never leaves his claim
for a singls Instant :hutil. the end. n:r.r.!xa. riit-
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ting season, which occurs from the Ist to the

15th of L August.  From the time he hauls out

in May, and certainly not later-shan June 1,

be fasts contidually fintil the bresking up of

his harem in August; weighing from ﬂi'm

GO0 pounds when he comes oat of the water,

he goes back into it a mers skeleton, and very

seldom returns to land during the same sea-

son. The cows begin to come in numbers

about the 20th of June, and before the middle

of July the harems are filled, each bull taking

to himself all the way frotn ten to forty cows,

The female seals give birth to their young |
soon atter their arvival, bearing a single pup
each. By the middle of September the rook-
eries are entirely broken up, the young seals
have learned to swim, and by the end of No-
vember they bave, asa rule, all departed from
the island. Whence they come and where
they go is a mooted question,

1 might, at the risk of making this letter
tedious, dwell more at length on this, to e,
interesting subject, but will content mysels
with a brief deseription of the way in which
100,000 seals are taken during the short space
of two months in each vear. The killing of
female sealsis prohibited by Iaw, and of the
males. those of the age of two to four years
are considered the most desirable, the three
and four years old ones having the thickest
and finest tur, The male seals who take and
hold possession of the rookeries are never less
than six years of age, the younger ones baing
wholly exeluded from the breeding grounds.
As a consequence the young male seals are
compelled to haul outin places wholly sepa-
rate and apart, sometimes miles away from |
the rovkeries. 1t is these seals that are doomed
to slaughter; those on the breeding grounds
are never disturbed. During May and June
large herds of the young ‘‘bachelor" seals
baul up on land, not very far from the water's
edge, when a number ol natives quickly and
quietly run along between the surf and the
sleeping seals, who, being startled and seeing
their retreat to the water cut off, turn and
seramble as r.ullridly as they can further back
on the land. The Alents thén walk leisurely |
on the flanks and in the rear of the drove thus
secured and drive it possibly a mile or more to
the killing grounds, If the weather is cool
they can be driven at the rate of half a mile
an hour, only three or four men being re- |
quired to direct and control the movemeuts of |
as many thousand. These drives are always |
made early in the morning, and if the drive is |
a long one the seals are frequently permitted
to balt and rest; heating them injures the fur. |
The killing grounds are located pear the salt- |
ing houses, which have been built at points
mast gonvenient for handling and shipping the
skins, and all the killing is done upon them so
as not to disturb the other seals, as well as to
save labor. The driving is the first operation,
the seals suitable for killing being, in the man-
ner already stated, readily collected into
droves by getting between themn and the
water, when they are driven as easily though
not (uite so rapidly as a flock of sheep, The

| next morning after my arrival I bad the

| pleasure, if such it can be called, of witness-

| the bauling ground from which they are’

1
|

ing a small drive and a snbs:quent killing and
skinning of nearly a thonsand of these anf-
mals, the two lnst operations being accom-
plished within the shert space of two hours.
When on a drive the seals move in a clumsy
gallop, raising their bellies entirely from the
ground upon their flippers or legs, aud strange
as it may seem, thoy can get over the ground
with a celerity alimost equalling that of a
graybound. Great cara is taken, however,
not to hurry them, for if driven too fast they
are apt to crowd und bite each other, thus in-
juring the skins, if indeed they are not over-

eated, which is equally as bad, After reach-
ing the killing grounds they are allowed to
rest a sufficient length of time to cool off,
after which the killing commences, Theseals
in the drives vary in number according as
there. may bappen to be few or many upon

driven—there may be 500 or there may be a8
many thousands. In every drive there are in-
variably some seals that ars either so large or
50 small that their skins are not givnrnble. and
all these are singled out and permitted Lo escapa
back to the water. The drive having arrivedat
the killing grounds and the herd having .bnd
time to cool off sufficiently, the lul]]::_l;;uml siun-
ning gang at once begin the work of slaughter,
A nuniber of men, each armed with a stoud
hickory club flve or six feet long, and, per=
Laps, three inches thick at the heaviest or
outer end, and half that where held by the
hand, step intothe herdand drive out frain
it from fifty to 150 seals at a time, a8 14V be
most convenient, and, driving them &

from the main body, form _whnt thev call &
“pol.” Circling around shis pod they nar-
row it down into a huddle, until the seals are
within reach of their clubs, Their practiced
eyes tell them at a glance wlsicl_l of tho seals,
if any, bave been bitten, or which is too old
and which too young, and. in less time than it
takes to write it every desirable seal receives
a blow which stuns if it does not kill him
outpighte It somstimes reaitires. moradthan

—_— T -
one blow to effect the desired purpose, and ac-
cusionally an ineligible seal receives a glane-
ing blow which sends him galloping around
the pod in either a frantic effort to escape, or
with a desire to get at his assailant. All the
desirable seals baving thus been elubbed to
denth or to insonsibility, those that have been
spired are urged away, if they do not imime-
diately go ot their own accord and, as n mat-
ter of course, make their way back to the water
at the nearest point.  Almost before the elubs
have ceased to fall on'the hieads of the seals in
the first pod, another gang of men begin to
drag the insensible bodies out from where
they arve lying one on top of the other, and,
placing them on their backs so that they do
not touch each other, another follows with a |
knife, which he drives into the heart of the |
animal; this spreading out and *‘sticking™ of
the seals without delay is done not only to pre-
| vent a “heating,” which causes the hairand
fur to peel off, thus rendering theskins worth-
less, but to insurs the men against being bit-
ten by seals that have only been half killed,
and which, being given time, are apt to rousa
up and snap vicionsly at the hands or legs of
the person who attempts to take hold and
turn him over, The men are frequently bit-
ten in this way, but, T gm told, vever with
any serious result, Close alter the bleeding
[ comes the skinning, and the celerity with
which a practiced” Aleut disrobes a seal is
really marvelous, Standing with my wateh
in hand I timed several of them, and inno in-
stance did the time consumed exceed three
minutes, while one expert took off and threw
aside a pelt in than half that time At
the killing wits o by me T4 skins were thus
sacure in two bours, while at the northeast
point killing grounds 1,400 seals were kiilad
the same day, and | was told it wasn't mueh |
of a day for seals either. Nevertheless, at
| rate, the whole number of skins aliowed to be !
| taken in any one year on St. Paul lsland would
be secured within a geriod of forty daws,
though I was told that as high as 6,000 have |
been taken in a single day. {
A drive having thus been disposed of, the
skins are taken to the salting house, which is
partitioned off into large bins eallod kenches,
mto which they are placed fur side down,
with a layer of salt between, and where they
become sufficiently cured in a week's time.
They are then taken from the kenches and
piled up into what ars ealled “‘books,” with
the addition of more salt, and then finally pre-
pared for shipment by rolling and tying them |
up into compact bundles, each bundle con-
taining two skins, At the close of the scason
they are shipped to Ban Francisco, and thence
to London, where they arve dressed, plucked |
and dyed, and the larger part returned to'
this eountry, a skin, the actual cost of which
at the islands cannot excesd $4, having been
increased to a market value of not lessthan
250, These are to be seen in the beautiful
garments worn by your wealthy and fashion-

able ladies, the policy of the government in
giving to a wealthy corporation an absolute
monogoly of the fur seal business having
placed the price of such luxurious outer ¢losh-
ing beyond the reach of ordinarily well-to-do
people,
(To be Continyed.)
VII.

There ars many points I would like to write
about in connection with these islands, but to
go into full details would be to stretch this
narrative out into almost interminable length,

|and consequently 1 forbear, for this time at

least, Buffice it to say that the permanent
population of St. FPaul, exclusive of the
few whites in the employ of the company,
ie only 219 men, women and children, and
that of St. George only 112, These 331 people,

lof whom it is safe to say less than one-third
| are adults, earn ecach year in not more than

two months' actual work, the neat sum of
§40,000, which Is divided among them in the
lanner stated. 1tis true somo forty or fifty
Aleuts are imported each year from QOuna-

Inska to mssist in  handling, salting
and packing the skins, but these

are paid by the month and receive
part of the forty cents per capita paid to the
sealers, What the exnct profits of the com-
pany are, no one outside its list of sharehold-
ers may be permitted to know; nor can any
outsider venture a guess, other than hemay
base it npon the fact that everyone connected

| with it has amassed a large fortune as his or
| her share of the not earnings,

It is, perbaps,
judging by the price of seal fur garments,
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safe to estimate the company’s annual profit
at pobt less than  $1,000,000, so that
‘the , action of Congress in authorizing
the lease of the islauds insures to the natives
who do about all the worlk, $40,000, £317,500 to
the government, while it gives to an over- |
shadowing, grasping monopoly, which is
dnimical to the best interests of this great ter-
ritory, & cool million, There is but one con-
Solation iu It, look at the picture ns vou may: |
the profits come exclusively out of the pock-
ets of the rich. Enabled by the exclusive !
rivilege granted by the government to abso-
utely control the market, the company has
wisely and generously run the prices up toa
Iu.‘-uzlt"im- beyond the reach of *'the common
11t

There is no business other than senling
transacted on these islands: no COMIMBrce, no
tray Geept thut carriel on by the company,
[ o which extends ohly; to supplying the few
Yeidents with {;ncniﬁi amd supplies, at much
uiore reasonablas  prices. than. bave ob-
tained as yet anywhere else i Adaska, The
notives draw cash for theirlabor, and pay |
cash tor what they buy at the store, the only
restriction | being that already mentioned of
compelling each und every one toleave with the |
compuuy u suflicient amount of hisearnings to
insure subsistence through a long period of |
idieness. If the sealers do any extra work
they are pnid for it; they are a great many
bive ‘und white foxes on the Island of Si,
Faul, of which they are permitted to trap not
1o exceed 500 during the winter, and for
the pelts of which the company pays them |
each sixty and forty cents respectively, There
isno g rdening onthe island, though some
parts of it are covered with a heavy vegata-
tion, and there is a soil in which some kinds
of vegetnbles might be grown, I never |
£aw aunywhere a  greater profusion of |
wild flowers than om some of the
grassy slopes of Bt Paul, but there
&re no trees, not even a shrub, to be seen any-
where, Altogether, I found it the most inter- |
esting locality I think I have ever visited, and |
when the time came to go I was indeed loth to
depart without having seen more of it.

And here let mie add one word rzonally
to the company's general agent and his man-
agement of affnirs. I found him to'be a most
courteous, agresable gentleman, alive, of|
course, to the best interestsof the company he |
gerves, but respected and loved by the native
people. After caruful inquiry I found but one |
man who had a complaint to make, and he
Was o more than ordinarily intelligent - Aleut
who spoke fairly good l-lng:iisb‘ The burdan
of his complaint, in the expression of which he
was most earnest and sincere, was that the
natives were badly vreated in that they
“could get nothing to drink,” though the
climate was such as to render the use of
stimuiants an absolute necessity to  their
health, Of course, while secretly sympnthiz-
ing with the poor fellow, kmowing whata
hardship an inability to *‘get something to
dnink” wouldl he to an average white com-
munity, I nevertheless told him that his com-
g!.alm, was one | was sincerely glad to hear

im make, and that I just as sincerely hopad
he would bave cause to keep on making it as
long as he lived. But speaking honestly I
redlly think that if there is a people any-
whers on the face of the globe who might be
benefitted by a moderate and proper use of
stimulants, it is those an the seal islands. The
few whites bave the benefit of *‘somsthing to

drink,"” and enjoy as a general thing
the best 'of  heaith; 4f  the natives
could have it administered at |
proper times &and -on _proper ocea-

sions, as a medicine not as a beverage, I feel
‘certain the effects upon their health would be
most beneficisl, But it would never do to
permit them to act as their own physicians or
to prescrive the size and frequency of the
‘dose to be taken: the medicing in that case
‘would be a thousand tinies mors deadly in its

seffocts than  the cold _damn o te, of |
o P \
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THE BEAR,

\ captain as he fell mn:,; out, “‘man over

{ altogether characteristic of the man, whethe

| His ship, the Bear, was the companion of th:
| Thetis in the Greely reliet expedition, and wa:

| der safl, the Hear following with banked fires

which my Intefligent Aleat so pathetically
complained,

After a stay of two days at 8t Paul, wa
left, in company with the revenue steamer
Bear, for Ounnaiaska, and thence after conling
ship for Nushegalk, Belkofsky and Unga.
‘While at St, Paul, I made, of course, the ac-

vaintance of Capt. M. A. ',Healy‘ commanding
the revenue steamer Bear,” a typical old vet-
eran of the salted seas, whose service in |
Alsskan waters dates back tothe transfer of
ths terpitory from Russian to American do- |
| minion. He has been in every cove and inlet, |
gulf and bay on both sides of the North Pa-
cifle and of Behring Sea, knows about every-
body, whether white man or native, on the
coast, and is about as jolly an old “‘sea-dog"
as one may wish to meet. He was for a long
time the only representative of the
government in these waters, and some of the
incidents he relates in connection with his de-
sire and efforts to euforce the law arve very |
laughable, On one oceasion he found a num-
[ ber of the natives at Ounalaska drunk, and
found that the *‘reader" of the church was the
party who bad made and furnished the
J “rjuass,” whereupon he sent a guard and bad

im tauken on bouard his ship, where, for the
I\an of mere luxurious quarters, he impris-
| oned him fu the cool-hole and kept him there
| until he begged off and promised to go and
got drunk no more. Though generally liked,
he is a terror to evil-doers, to whom he has
been wont to deal out even-handed justice

without formality of trial by judge or
| jury. and in the absence of anything |
it the form of civil law has been in

fact the poverning power in all this part of
Alaska, The natives know bim by the name
of Ek-shek-tah-youk, which s the Finnish or
Eskimo for*'man with the wobbling eye'"—a |
nervous affection of some kind producing a
constant  twitching of the lower lid "of his
right oye. A good story-is told of bim, which,
however, he himself relates at another officer’s
exnense instead of hisown. He was away from
his ship one night, and coming to the wharf
where she lay in the dark walked off into
the water. The watch on deck hearing the
n 3

spiash and the exclamation which escaped Eih'e'
ard,
which cry he repeated just as Healy came
the surface., **You lie, you infernal idiot;
it's the captaini’ roared the latter
from below, “and you'd better stuj
your d-—n bhowling and come and pul
him out!” Of cour e 1 give the old gentleman
the benefit of a doubt as to the personnel o
the story and only relate the incident as

it be true or not, I want to say, however,

that I became much attached to hin
and ‘owe him thanks for many pileas
ant hours, whieh, but for his pre-

ence and jovial disposition, would hav,
been long and tedious in the extreme,

thon cominanded by the present commandiy

| of the latter, and their meeting together on
| thig gide of the coptinent was like n reunion

of two long separated brothers—at least tha |
was the fecling which seemied to animate thy |
officers of both in their intercourse with each
other,

A brisk breeze from the north sprinp:ilg; up
rsoon after we stenmed away from 8t. Paul,
the captain ordered the fires banked, in ordes
| to save coal, and we proceeded sonthward un- |

also. At dusk the Bear was just discernable to
a landsman’s eye astern, and the next morn-
ing did not appear to have regained any of be
losy ground. During the furenoon, however.
she gradunlly closed the gap between hersell
and the Thetis, and &t 4 in ths afternoo
passed the latter and forged abead to the
windward. Signals cballenging the Thetis to
a roce under sail were run up to the mizzen
truck of the Bear, aud a prompt acceptance
siznaled back to her. It was be
esn these old Arctic

larace to a finish betw
ey ot e
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the sentiment was just as general, “we'd
rather be beaten, if at all, by her than by any
other ship atloat.” Then, as rapidly as the
I orders could be given and obeyed, there was
'a bending and setting of mainsail, mizzen
topmast  staysail, main and mizzen
top gallant setaysails and main royal stay-
salls—the ship being already under top gal-
| lant sails, foresail, jib, fiying jib, fore and
|| main top masp, staysails and spanker—thus
}._-ul:ttug on all her canvas, under the propel-
ing power of which she soon took
the lead and kept it. It was alto-
gether an  exciting event of .the cruise
| and one which was discussed at the ox-
| pense of more than one bottle of wine after
the arrival of both ships at Ounalaska.

On the way down, the first day out from
St. Paul, we miet and spoke the steamn schooner
Jennie, bound to Port Clarence with a cargo
of coal for the wimliui fleet, and from her
obtained a file of San Francisco papers, the
latest of which was nearly a month old, but
containing, nevertheless, much information
that was news to us.

We arrived at Ounalaska on the evening of

alongside the company’s wharf, and began to

| urday and Monday, no work being done on

| Bunday, During  this  second  visit
I had an_ opportunity afforded
|me of examining  what is called

| the Hague gold mine, about two miles from
the village. 1 found it very little more than
8 prospect, though tbe outcropping quartz
was such as to give full encouragement to the
work of, development then in progress, An
exploration drilt had been driven 120 feet
across the' Tormation into the mountain side,
but had not at that time reached the ledge, |
which it was expected to cutat a depth ot

seventy-five to 100 feet from the outcrop. |
There 18 certainly gold in the ledge, as shown |
by all the assays which have been mnade, |
and 1 should not be surprised to hear.
at any time that it bad developed into some-,
thing of substantial value, ’

On Monday evening a ball was given in
honor of the officers of the Bear and Thetis,
myself Included, at which the beauty
and  chivalry of the little town|
were present, vieing with each other in efforts
o m the oceasion altogether pleasant and
agreeablo to their guests, When I speak of
the beauty of the little town 1 do not use the
term lrunicallg, for there were certainiy a
number of ratber handsome ladies present, all
well dressed and most of them as graceful jn
‘the” dizzy mazes of the dance asan olean-!
der tree in a breoze, 1 have been in many a |
ball room in the east where the ladies were
less pretty and attractive, but certainly in
nona where the gentlemen wers more earnest
and indelatigable in their attentions to the
stranger guest,

By 3 o'elock the next morning (26th) we
were well under way for Belkolsky and Nugu,
but a thick fog springing up befare reaching
Ounimak Pass, the captain concluded to steer
direct for the mouth of Nushegak River, in
the hope that on his return he might find bet-
ter weather in which to navigate his ship
through the intricate and practicully unsur-
veyed passages hetween the mainlund and
islands which lie to the eastward of the Alias-
ka peninsula, Shortly after changing the
Elli]'u} course we ran eotirely out of the fog,
and from thence on to the anchoraze ot Cape
Constantins we saw only a clear sky. For
miles and miles of the way the sea was bluck
with myriads of water fowl, which the sailors
called “whale birds,” the Happing of whoss
wm;s as they rose from the waler on the
ship's approach made n noise which more
nearly resembled the lond rumbling of distant
thunder than anything elss ! can liken it to.
At the same time a great many whales w
seen spouting on both sides of the ship, with
here anud there a fur seal, whe, coming to the
surface, would gaze in mute wonder at the |
ship for & few seconds, and then with a grace- |

eurve go down, only to appear fur-
r_alonga few momonts , A
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expressed on all hands to **beat her if wecan,”

Thursday, the 2ist (June), and at once ran |

coal ship, which occupied all of Friday, Sate |

aithier followed the ship for a long distance or |
there was a picket line of them miles inlength |
along which we ran during the most of the |
day. Nothing further worthy of note ge-|
currad till the ship was brought to anchor av
the mouth of the Nushegak River, where she |
arrived at 10 p. m. of Thursday, June 28, By |
a glance at the map of Alaska it will be
seen that Hristtol Bay is a mnot very
deep triangular indenation of the coast 1y-
ing immediately west of the Alioska Peninsa-
Ja, and that the mouth.of the Nushegak,
which empties into it, lies between Cape Con-
stantine and Etolin Point,  The river at its
mouth, and for forty to fifty miles above, is
at least twenty miles wide, after that narrow,
ing down first to ten, then to six at the settles
ment known by the same name. but marked
Fort Alexander on all the maps and charts.
1t was tnis latter point, where some large
canneries are located, that I wished to visit,
and aceordingly the next morning eariy 1 lett
the sbip in her best stemmn laonch, the latter
towing a whale-boat laden with provisions and
an extra supply of coal, expecting to be ab-
sent not more than thirtv.six hours at the
most, 1 was accompanied by three of the
ship’s junior officers and my interpreter, and
with the exception of an cccasional bump on
the bottom all went smoothly on the upward
trip.  The river, though wide, is full of sand
bars and very difficult to nuvigate unless one
is nequainted with its intricatechannel, which
is to t e found first along one bani and then

bugging the other, None of the officers had

aver been there before, and in view of the
. fact that the river has never been surveyed
and charted, it is something of a mystery how
we ever got through without a pilol, even
thongh our Hitle craft did draw but three
feet of water. However, we got there all the
same; but 1 want to say right bere that I have
no ambition to experience over agaiun the
{he rather doleful fun we bad in getting back,
Hut of that hereafter, "

We arrived at Nushegak about 4 in the af-
ternoon, baving made a stop at the frstean-
nery we came to, and which is located some
twelve miles below Nushegak. We remained
at Noshegak all night. cooking our own suppes’
on the Leach, the officers fnding slevping
aparunents at tue Louse of the trader, anu
myselt and interpreter becoming guests of the
Russian priest. Asthe good old gentleman,
who is a widower, lives all alone aud did the
| best he could forus, I will not cast a reflection
upon his hospitality by attempting to describs
tie night long fight 1 bad with the mosguitos
on a bed enly about two-thirds my length,
sans sheets and indeed everytbing else save n
ek filled with straw anda i;illuw nenrly hali
as large as the bed itself. However, 1 finally
wcceeded in swearing myselt to sleep, an
rested fairly well, though it took me all the
xt day to get the kinks outof my legs and |
straighten myself dut generally, I

Nushegak, or Fort Alexander, is a station
of the Alaska Commercial Company and the
ueadquarters of the Kuskokwin district of the
Greco-Russitn  Church, and was during. the |
Kussinn regime a fortified post of considerable
importance. 1t was the point at which all the
«urs obtained frowm all that large part of the|
rerritory lying between the sea coast on the |
south and ‘west, Cook's Inlet on the east and |
the Yukon River on the north, were collected,
and 1o which the mails were brought overland
during the winter from St Michael's, and
thence sent to Sitkn by sea.  From béra regu
lar winter communication was kept open with
mostof the interior native settletnents, and it
wits the center of trude 1or a Jarge area ol |
country, which yielded anabundance of the
most valuable furs, such as the sea otter,
tlack, blue and silver gray foxes, ete, Though
the natives still go vut to hunt the séa olter,
and the foxes, bear, Leaver, ete., are no less

dentiful, the establishment of trading stations
in ¢loe proximity to many of tbe native sei-
tlemi 0 s, from  whence came the bulk of iw
traue, his robbed Nushegak of a large share
ol its unpostance as o trade center, but an-
other industry not thought of by the
Russians, or it thought of ‘never uu-
dertaken by  thewn, is o likely
to more fthai  COUNEe nee. its s.0f the




fur trade—in fact, has already dons =0, T
allude to its fishertes, Theére isno longer any
fort, nor is there need of any; the warlike
spirit of the natives was long ago completaly
erushed ; they were offered the cross, with the
sword as an alternative, and after a flerce
strugele in which the devil was, if not com-
pletely knocked out, at least partinily stifled |
within them, they accepted the first and be-|
came nominally good Christians, though it is
| plain they have never been prevailed upon to !
| sdopt the one virtue which ranks next to god-
liness, |
The settlament at present consists of the
trader’s store, the cburch and parsonage, a
few fuirly neat log Luildings occupied by as |
many creole [amilies, and from thirty to filty
i subtérranean bouses very similar in construc-
tion to the barrabaras 1 have already de-
stribed. There are & number of these native
settlements scattered along the banks of the
| river, only two of which, however, 1 was able
to visit. The natives are of the Finnish fam-
ily, and a description of their custcms, habits
and peculiarities will suftice for all the peo-
ple living along the coast west and north as
lar as our cruise exténded; all are practically
the same people, and there is little difference
noticeable either in their dress or pecaliar
customs or mode of living—what little there is
In gither respect will be noted as we proceed
from one settlement to anotber. The Nush
gak natives call themselves Nushegag:
lhey are of medivm stature, light bro
complexion, with Llack bair and, except as to
dress, do ot differ to any appreciable extent
in  personal appearance from their
southern ueighbors, the Kaniags Their
dress  cousists principally  of a parka
made of bf.l'\ljl‘l‘(.‘{ or reindeer skin, the fur
of whick is turned inside during the winter
and worn outside in sminmier, with drawers
or trowsers of tanned reindeer skin, having
00 opening except at the walst, g0 that they
auswer the purpose of stockings as well, and
boots made of the skin of the bair seal or rein-
deer. Their boats are the kayaks or bidarkas
already deseribed. The men hunt the sea-
otter, in search of which thevy must venture
a long way from home in these frail boats
and take some seals during the summer, but
the walrus, upon which they onece relied for a
Inrge part of their food supply and which
were valuable for their skins and ivory, are
becoming scarce, though Bristol Bay was not
long ago a favorite resort of that animal,
They are, moreover, skillful carversin ivory,
out of which they make many useful and or-
namental articles, such as paper knives, salad
forks, salt spoons, waleh chains, éte., somo of
which are very pretty and bardly to be ex-
celled efther in style or finish, They are,
‘however, exceedingly dirty and filthy in their
Il hotises, persons and nabits, so much so that a
erson whose olfactory nerves are the least
it sensitive is Iinclined to make his wisit
among them as brief as possible, Walking
around among their subterranean abodes 1
notliced bere and there small excavations in
thie ground about the size and depth of ordi-
mury post holes, from wiiich emanated a stench
fiwhich would drive a ecivilized dog to seek
prefuge in a tannery—the scent of the ripest
limburger would b as the attar of roses com-
pared to it. Reveling in these holes were
seething, wrigzling masses of maggots, Onin-
| quiry 1 was informed that they were holes in
| which the natives bLurted and rotted their
| fish from time &0 time in order to save the
| trouble of cooking them, Thus prepared they
are considerad & ereat delicacy.. if tendar-
| ness s 1 desideratum in that regard, T should
| think they would be. This is bhut one of their
fllthy habits, It will not nauseate your renders
| by detailing others, the unpleasant recollec-
tion of which lingers with me still,
[To be Continied.]
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g In every Eskimo vluag'; there is & common l

, br public house known as the Kashima, eon-|
r,’_lhuctad after the style of tne subterranean
{dwellings, but of much largerdimensions. To
enter {Less you first climb down into & hole in
the ground five or six feet, then crawl ten or|
fifteen feot through a low tunnel to where vou
£scend to s levél with the roof of the tunnel
and find yourself ina large room—the ona I
visited being at least twenty feet square. A
¥aised platform extends all the way round the|
four sides, leaving room in the center for the
fire-place, which is simply a baresquare spot of
earth some three feet below the surrounding
‘platform, upon which an open fire can bel
lirulilt. The platform is on a level with the topf
‘of the entrance tunnel, the end of .-thiohinsq

| be opened at will so as to' permit person
pass under the platfomn to the fire-place,
Wlhen the fire-place is'not needed it is cov
over with plankseven with the platfor

50 that thereis no break in ths floor. In this|
‘houss the men do all their domestic worlk,
such as the construction of bidarkas, the man-
ufacture of sleds, ete,, and in it all public
meetings or councils are held, and all public
businese transacted. It is also open at all
times as a shelter for guests or, visitors, who
are there entertained fnstead of being taken to
thisor tuat private dwelling, It is the sleep-
ing place for unmarried adult males, and {s
likewise used as a bath house, though I am
frank to suy that the: personal appesrance of |
the natives I met at Nushegak was not such as
would warrant even a suspicion of their hay-
ing ever indulged in « clennsing process of |
that kind, The Kashima alio answers the
Furposs of & theater, for wask dapces, &nd
representations; and in the matter nri e |
representations these natives, if not up to the
mark of a later civilization, are at lesst not a
whit bebind the Chinese, I was told by a
‘gentlernan  who has lived among them for
vears that both males and females take part
1 scenic performances, in which there are|
leor:bats between men who shed whole blad-
derfuls of seal blood tor effect, where stuffed
animals are moved about by hidden strings,
|devil's masks with movable eyes introduced,
and wooden birds made to flap their wings.
In these representations the actors enter!
through the fire hole like those who bob up
through a trap-door in the stage of one of our
theaters.

The storehouses, of which there are perhaps
(88 many as there are dwellings in each vil- |
lage, areset upon posts ten to twelve feet |
high, in order to dpmtect their contents
azainst the dogs—and I have yet to see an
Eskimo doz that wasn’t ready to devour ang'—
thing he could get hold of, especially if t
thing was rotten and smelt ba The storg |
houses are perhaps eight or ten feet aqun:g, !
and look mcre like so many pig-styes on stilts
than anything else I can think of.” The onlg

door is a small square bole on one side, wh
is rénched by means of a notched stick o
wood set on end and which sei vesas a ladde
In these they keep their arrows, spears, snow-|
¥ shoes, meat, berries, rotten fish, salmon bmﬁ 1
| fish roe, teluga biubber, oil, ete. 1 secur
from one of these storebouses at Nushepak a |
few spears and arrows, and notwithstandiug |
'the most ?urt-‘istant efforts at deotlorization
thescent of rotten salmon heads is still upon
them, snd will probably remain until there is
wothing left o which it can eling,
There is no recognized chieftainship or form
of government among thess people—and they
‘cannot properly be called a tribe, in the
common acceptation of the word, This is
true of all the so-called tribes in Alaska: none
of them bave any distinct tribal organiza-’

tion, other than 1%§t in enc}! se! 18
n'lm::, by reason .o weaith or %p%&ﬁlﬂl
bravery, is recovnized asa sort of leader, |
nd s such his advice and counsel, if not:
\gought, is more or less respected., In noneof
‘glelm settlements, however, have I found a
so-called *‘chief”’ who has been invested with
any authority by his people, or one whose will
s recognized as law, though in some of them
z( have rgnnd the chief nfisng:ing agg ei;ﬁ-
| ¢ising arbitrary power an e eld-
! ';lg zf” very reluctant obediencs, T::atha fat_ter
' cases, however, the pecple were simply living
fn a condition of terrorism, and in every lo-
‘gtance have begged most earnestly for the re-
,li.ef it has not, so far, been in my power to
piford them, As a general thing the shamaus
{*medicine men,” who pretend to cure by in-
cantation) bave more influence with and ex-
Weise more power ovar these people than the
solf-constituted chiefs, They are the direct-
orsat all the festivals, dances, ste., in which
old and yonng participate almost continuously
ring the winter months, and by their sor-
qus yretensions acquire an influence over
helr fellows equivalent to absclute power.
‘ersons accu.s:ﬂ by them of witcheraft are
t infrequently ‘tied hand and foot and
Erown into some out of the way place and
Jeft tostarve: so it may be uls : &lt b their
power is one of life and death, to be exercised’
at will against any and all who incur t.-heiri
displeasure, On ‘the otber hand, no such
powar in the chief is recognized; when their
one great law of *‘aneye for an eye and a|
‘tooth for a tooth” demands that a life shall|
be taken the judgment is pronounced not b
the chief, but by the popular voice, and eac
and every adult male becomes a self-appointed ‘

executioner,

The country bordering on both sides of the
Nushegak River presents the appearance of a |
high relling prairie covered with a rich ver-
dure, and my casual observation justifies the
assertion that it is not, as has been claimed, a
frozen morass, wholly warthless, [ never
saw anywhers a more luxuriant vegetation |
nor a greater variety of wild flowers than 1
saw growing along the banks of thig noble

strenm— ﬁ timothy, red top and blue joint
- grasses nf high as my waist, as far back as Ij
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ground is mostly covered with a deep layer
of moss, but in places with a vegetable
| mold, beneath which there is a good soil, as
I could readily see on examination of a small
Eint of ground, from which the mold was
ing removed am%_ydriad for fuel, In dry
weather this moss and_mipld could very easi-
ly be burned off. Vegetables are successfully
] grown, and the climate jsinot inimical 10 the
_ growth of at least rye, oats and barley, From
\ Lhe river the ground rises abruptly fo an sle- |
vation of from twenty to fifty feét, and thence
| grows gradually bigner, until far away in the
istance it becomes merged in the foot-hills of
a lofty mouutain range, No western prairie
before cultivation ever presented & more in- |
. viting aspeet to my vision than did this wide |
! stretch of treeless country as I walked for
threa miles along the river bank and cast my
gaze upon 1t8 aimost boundless billows ¢
waving grass, thickly interspersed with wild
flowers of every hue and variety. Tome the
idea that a soil and climate capahble of pro-
ducing such a weulth of vezetation cannof be
succesafully cuitivated is supremely ridigu-
lous—and yet that is tho idea that has thus
far been siudiously instilled into the public
mind. Ihave spoken of the country as beiny
treeless;  this true with the exee
tion that here and thers are to be
seen small groves of a tree, once much
prized in the eastern states, and which was
there ealled balm of Gilead—but I am notsure ‘
that is the proper name. With this exception
there is no timber on_either side of the river
for a distance of a hundred miles from its
mouth; sbove that, I was told, there are
heavy forests of spruce-pine and a small
growth of white birch, a statement [ was Jod
to believe from seeing several rafts of fire-
|wood nrrive while 1 was at Nushegak. The
formation, as exposed along the high banks of
| the river, iudu!ﬁqtqo the existence of a vast coal|
| fleld, the conditions being ?racisaiy the sarme |
| | as those observable on Cook’s Inlet. The veg-
d-‘ etable mold, perhaps more properly called
peat, when cutout and dried in the sun, makes
a very good substitute for wood; but I shall
miss my guess if ere long a better fuel than
eitber is not found in abundance all along the
banks of this great river.

The next moprning alter our arrival at Nu-
shegak we again boarded oursteam launch ani!
ran up the river to a settlement, the native
name of which 1 do not remembey, but which
the missionary located shere calls Carmel. At
this point is jocated the pioneer salmon can-
nery of this section, and here also I found
Rev. Frank E. Wollf and his estlmable wife,
Moravian missi ies and teachers. They
have erected for themselves, with funds fur-
| nished, presumably, by the church organiza-
1 tion under whose auspices they went to that

remote section, a comfortable bome, and in

eannection with it a school room in which are

taught all the native ghildren of both sexes

| whose attendance can be secured. 1 found

| them most excell nt EB‘QNB, esinest and enthu-
ey,

I laxuriance as far &s tho eye could reach. The
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siastic in the work they have undertaken, but
unable 1o accomplish nearly as muchas they
desire, for the reason at mative par-
i ents have ©no appreciation of the

fact tl::b a regujar aitendance at

School i a uisite to the edueca~
#g of their 1. They wmé(:lm having
viarisen i soe wiE
| - - ore— |
| being fearful that an effort. would be made to
\§ ' brosiate the children from the church of

[ Which the parents aredevout members, Thoy

had, bowever, taken & number of native chil-
dren to their own home, and these were mak-
ing excellent progress in their primary studies,
The condition of this school convineed me
that the only way to effectively reach and
educate native children in such remote sec-
tions is through the establishment of indus-

trial fraining schools, in which the pupils may
find a home and be wholly removed from the
influence of their parents, At the head of
such an establishment these earnest Christian
people could accomplish an incalculable
amount of good. = Under present conditions
progress toward the end desired will be neces-
sarily slow, tedions and wearisome, 1 throw
tout this last remurk in the hope that it may

possibly reach the eve of the Moravian au-

| thoritiés and prompt them to the adoption of
such measures as will enable these zealous
representatives of that church to more effect- |
nally prosecute the good work in which they
are cnlisted.

While at Carmel I visited the Arctic Pack-
ing Company’s cannery anl also made a for-
mal call at the Kuashima, in which I found
severnl natives at work making skin boats,
tieing nets, etc, The cannery was in full
operation, turning out about 1,000 ecases of
four dezen one-pound cans each per day, |
and the manner in which the fish were handled \
after they ware brought to the works was al*
together interesting to one who was not
wkolly conversant with the modus operandi.

The salmon are first brought in boats along-
side tha cleaning house, which stands on piles |
over the water at low tide, so that the offal
can be conveniently disposed of; from the |
boats the fresh salmon are thrown into the
cleaning house by the use of ordinary pitch- |
forks, and after being drawn and having tha |
beads cut off, by which process they lose about |

the same means thrown into tram-cars and |
run into the cannery. There, tha pitehfork

|| still being used, they are thrown into cutting

machines, from which they passinto the ean-
ning machines, when, the cans being filled
and capped, they are rolled along by means |
of p flat chain cable to the soldering vat, the
ends upon which the caps have baen placed
taking up just enough of the solder to make as

ESKIMO BOWS, ARROWS AXD SPEARS,
neat a job as could be done by band. With-
out stopping, they are carried along by the
same cable to the cocking pans, where they
are placed in water, soldered end up, and

cuoked by l‘*?—.“.‘.‘--@,_

ans which are not_air

one-third their original weight, they are by=-
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Tight being readily discovered and the leaks
soldered up by hand. In other weords, the
fresh salmon go into one end of the cannery
and come out a finished product at the other,
the larger partof the work being dome by
machinery.

There are four of these canneries on the
Nushegak, and at the time of my visit four
large ships, which had broughtup the season’s
supply of cans and packing cases, were lving |
at  anchor walting to take the outpug
down to San g‘rancism. These, to-
gether with four steam tugs and forty to
fifty small sloops plying between the canneries
aud the fishing grounds imvarted an air of |
businass activity to the locality I bave not|
iseen elsewhere in Alaskn. These four ean-|
neries—one of them hnd but just gone into
operation, and baving unfortunately brought
up & force of incompetent workmen, did nutl
achieve as large an output as was expected— |
turned out during the geason, 48,000 casss of |
forty-eicht pounds each, and at the same
timeé sent away about 2,000 barrels of salted
salmon—4 904,000 pounds in all, and worth in
the market not less than 86G00,000, The fish
taken here are the large king salmon, which
are the first to appear, the smaller red salmon
which follow after, and the silver variety
which are the lastto put inan appearance, the
whole season during which they can be taken
being from thirty to forty days. The four
canneries give employment to about 150 white
men who do the fishing, aud $00 Chinamen
who do the cleaning and canning. Most of
these are transients, buu it is expected that
many of them will hereafter remain during
the winter and become prrmanent residents.

The smalier rivers and lakes of this section
teem with foud fishes of various kinds, principatl
among which is & white-fish similar to that ol
Lake Superior. Trout similar in size and
appearance and fully as fine-flavored as your
own speckled beauties, are quite plentiful;
indeed, there is scarcely any limit to the food |
supply which can be drawn from olis particu=
lar section of Alsska—and what is true here,
I may say applies with equal torce toall |
that part of the mainland bordering on the
const, and the islands lying in front of it, from
the southern boundary to Kotzebus Sound.
Making our stay at Carmel all too short, wa
started about 10 o'clock the same morning
(June 30) to return to the ship: but when
about balf way down, the “boiler bust a flue"
und we were obliged to run back with only
forty poundsof steam, which was not sufflcient
to breast the incoming tide, and made our
second landing at Nushegak about 4 io the
evening. Taking an early supper with the
truder, accompanied by one of the oflicers, |
walked up to Carmel and made .
second call upon Mr, and Mrs. Wolff, with
whom 1 enjoyed a very pleasant visit, and
trom whom | gleaned much valuable informa-
tion concerning the country and its people,

not a little of which is embodied in the fore- |
going pages, One can butadmire the Leroism |
and seil-devotion of this young couple—and |

presume theie are thousands of others like

them—who, blessed with health and taleuts

which would enable them to make their way
in any part of the world and surround them-

selves with all the comforts attendant upon

the highest civilization, abandon the pleasures

of society and go forth into strnge land<{ and

there lnbor earnestly snd zeulous. y to educate

and Christianize an ignorant, if not savage

and barbarous, people.  Omly a high sinse of

duty couid ever bave impelled this amiable

young conple, with their two lovely and inter-

esting children, to forsake the world for the

hardships and privations of missionary lifo in

a seetion remote aven in its relation to the

more settled portions of Alasks. vk

After another wrestle with the shorf bed
kiudly tendered me a gecond time by tha good
priest, and another and fiercer encuunter with
the musquitoes, which were more numerous and
ravenous than before, repalrs to the boiler
taving been made, we started again for the
ship atY o'clock the next morning. But w.
were destined to an experience not at all
pleasurable, nor indeed wholly devoid of dan-
ger, The officer in charge, in attempting to
follow a chanuel which had been vaguely out- |
lined to him by the managerof one of the can-
neries, when about half way out found him-
self and the craft under his command in shal-
low water with a falling tide, and finally the
lnunch grounded in less than three fect of
water, though the nearest land was at least 1
ten miles distant, Soundings made from the |
whale boat showed deep water not more than |
ten yards distant, but all efforts to geli the |
launch afloat proved unavailing, and there
was nothing to do but wait until the return-
ing tide should Lring us the desired

| relief. And there we waited *Ylike pa-
tience,” ete., until the receding tide left
us in only about a.foon of water, whilae
| off in one direction, where an hour before was |
a broad expanse of water, nothing but dry
land could be seen, Wading ashore, as it
were, in our rubber boots, we took a walk on
land which shortly weuld again be ten feet
under water, and returning one of the officers
who had a eamera with him securad a photo-
graph of the scene, which ha very aptly desig-
nated as “Camp Hard Aground.” magine
yoursell left high and dry midway between
rquette and Whiteflsh {'oint. and the water’
receding so that yon might walk in either
direction within hailing distance of a shore
**so near and yet so far,” and you will bave a
faithful picture of our position for four mor-
tal Hoursin the Nushegak River on that 15t
day of July in the presidential year of 1888
It the tide which went out had forgotten to
return aguin, or gend a substitute, we might
bave been there yet, and indes! never have
heard who had been nominated for President,
But it did return, and we did get off in time
to make the ship at § o’clock in the evening,
notwithstanding vhe fact that a fight betweer
wind and tide—one blowing in one direction
and the other roling directly the opposite—:
raised a sea which threatened almost con-
stantly to swallow up our gallant  little
steamor. Many times and oft the waves
dashed over the side of the launch, raising
clouds of steam when the water came in con.
bact with the exposed boiler, but she rode the
sea bravely; Lad she not dons so the infliction |
of this correspondence might have been
spared tﬁ: yc;ur rl?adﬁfs, Whether it l}e they
or mysell who should return thanks, I leave
to their wise discrimination,
d [To be contin 1

IX.

By 10¢'clock on the evening of July 1, the
day on which our steam launch was landed
\bigh and dry in the Mushegak River, we were
steaming away to the southward towards.
QOunimak Pass, which lies between the island of |
that name and Aleutian, our objective points
being Belkofsky and Unga. The next day |
was rather cold, with heavy mist and achoppy
sea, but by noon on Tuesday, the Hd, the
seather cleared and we found ourselves In
plain sight of the Aliaska Ponin.-mlat,hinc]udi:ﬁ -
Pablo voleano, from e orater

E:. wm;% dense  volume of black
smoke was pouring out and ascending.
beavenward, Daring the afternoon we
passed close by |Amok Island, and on the

B m—




glﬂﬂo“%ﬁﬂh' with alternate changes of =" corporation which charges them throe prices

weather from clear to hazy, and vice versa,
we skirted along the west coast of Oumm.?ﬂ,
catehing an occasional glance of Mount Shis-
baldin, a volcano more or loss active which

. rises to an elevation of 10,000 feet above the

level of the sea, and from which we could see

* gmoke issuing in two separate and distinet

volumes. During the affernoon Wwe turned
ghe southern point of Oumimak Island, and
again entering the Pacific bore away under
steam and sail for Belkofsky, where we ar-
rived early on the merning of thesth, anchor-
ing ship about a mile and & half off the vil-
lage. Thereisno harbor—only an open road-
Stead—and a landing can be effocted only in

comparatively quiet weather. Going ashore

0

' T got a pretty good wetting on the way bgck
to the ship, and it was with considerable diffi-

enlty that finally I sueceeded in transferring
myself from the boat to the gangway, and
mn}.:lng my way up to the deck with no other
accident than the loss of my hat, There was
a heavy sea rolling, and it continued to roil
oll the next day, cutting us off from all com-
munieation with the shore, so that notwith-
standing we remained atanchor two days in
front of the town, I was not afforded all the
opportunity I desired, or might otherwise
have had, to investigate the condition and
wants of the people, to say nothing about a
full inquiry concerning the character and re-
sources of the adjacent country, Neverthe-
less, the five or six hours I spent on shore
enabled me to acquire a great deal of infor- |
mation I could not otherwise bave obtained,
and much of which I can only properly givé
to the public through anotber channel, 1
Belko[sklv is located on the ocean side of the
Aliaska Peninsula, not over fifty miles
Troth | its  gouthweste extremity, and
A2 neat, fid¥, littla  bamlet
ol TpEIapE ey oty -five  frame--—houses,
all puinted, mostly white, It is beautifully
located on an elevated plateau, back of which
at no great distance is a towering range of
mountains covered to the very summit with a
natural vestment which would delight the
soul of the most enthusiastic of Erin's sons.
It is an important station of the Alaska Com-
mercial Company, and the residence of a
est of the Gerco-Russian Church, which
erected at this point the finest church edi-
fice, except as to interior embellishments, in
Alaska. The population embraces about an
equal number of creoles and Aleuts, there not
being to exceed twenty white peopls in the
e The crecles and Aleuts are principally
ses otter hunters, Belkofsky being the point
{rom which the largest number o these skins
are obtained, notwithstanding the fact that
the best hunting grounds lie at a considerable
distance from it. 1 noticed a considerable
number of cattle in and about the village, and |
could see that there was a wire range o¥ most
excellent grazing lands, with a growth of wild
grasses, the luxuriancs of which I never saw
excelled on the richest prairie lunds of Ilinols
or lowa. 1 wasshown, also, some samples of
conl said to have been obtained in the neigh-
borbood, but not having a very high opinion
of my own judgment in such matters, and not
having seen the vein or veins, I do not care to |
express an opinion either asto its 3umtity or
quality, As to coal, however, I do not hesi-
tate about asserting that there is enough of
that commodity in Alaska, the quality ?
favorably dotermined, to supply the whole o
the United States for centuries to come. Not
only are thera extensive coal fields borderin
on Cook’s Inlet, but veins have been opened av
sfveml points on the Aliaska Peninsula—at
Coal, Pavloff, Moller and Chignik Bays, and
on several of the islands, whils immense veins
are reported to have been found on the Upper
Yukon; and 1 myself have seen scores of
seams, one of them thirty-two feet by actual
measurement, cropping cut on the shores of
the Arctic Ocean.
These weople of Belkof: possess  no
uliar traits of cilnracmrsﬁaﬁluguishahle
rom those nlready mentioned as belonging to
the creoles and Aleuts of this parf of the tel-
ritory. That they are a docile ple is
proved by the condition in which they live,
aprl the wrings they so patiently endure,
They are to dl intents and purposes serfs of
the Alaskn Conmercial Company—that and
nothing more., With a single exception they
are all in debtito the company, and are likely
to remain so, as the indebtadness of the
father is handal down to the son, and isan
ever-continuirg if not increasing one. This
indebtedness vas originally incurred through
the building of cheap houses for the hunters {
by the compayy, for which three times their
zct:{;-: “::l rq charged against them, da::d t:;
dyer thein as an every re-
ninder o

of thir oblizations to the bumane |

in the captain's gig soon after casting anchor, |

for the goods they buy, und accepts in pay-
ment furs at from one-third to one alf
their value, The able-bodied males are all
spa-otter hunters, a most dangerous and pre-
carious calling at the best, and for the skins
of thesa animals they are allowed from $40 to
§70 each, while the white hunter is paid from
§00 to $125 for pelts of precisely the same
quality. If it be inquired why this is so, the
answer is that there are no trading stations in
all that section save those owned and con-
trolled by the company, and the ereole and
native hunters, besides being in debt, are
compelled to sell to their master under threat -
of being refused goods at the store, even
though they offer cash in payment for them.
This is their universal declaration, at all
events, and is corroborated by the statements
lof all the white hunters with whom I have |
conversed on the subject. In its dealings
with them the company pays one-half!the
E:'i(:a allowed for skins, and retains the other
 half to apply on the indebtedness of the hunt-
ers but it might just as well deal out the
oods inst.eutc'l of the cash, since the
atter all comes back to the store in
payment for goods, it indeed, any con-
riderable part oﬁit is carried away in the first
instance. The white hunters are my author-
ity for the statement that they themselves are |
o1 urged only 25 per cent advance on goods
| purchnsed at the store, whila not less than 100
per cent is exacted from the creoles and
Aleuts, The white hunters appreciate, of |
course, and approve of the (ISCrimmanon |
made by tha company in their favor, and in |
justification of the Intter asserfed that the |
white bunter bought three or four times as |
mueh at the store, and as it cost him much
more to live he could not afford fo pay asj
high . prices or sell his furs as cheap as the
craole or Alent, The creole or Aleut goes out
to the hunting ground in his bidarka, with a
supply of hard tack and dried fish, upon
which the white huuter would starve, and be-
cause of that fact he ispaid much less for the
skins he may. be able tasecure, and charged a
great deal more than the w hite hunter for the
few goods his scantier earnings enable him
to buy!. That is about the size of if, and is
really the only explapation that was offered
in defense of the wrongs which Congress has
made possible for a great corporation to ine
flict u;iona patient and belpless people.  But,
stay; 1 am mistaken; T liave heard one other
excuse offered—that these crecles and Aleuts
wouldn't know what to do with the moiey if
they were permitted to earn and bave more— |
that they would gamble it away among them- |
salves, or—well in facty no matter how much
they might be paid they would mot make a
good use of it, and wotlld have no more in the
end, anyway. Waiving the question ns to |
whether a pérson can justly be deprived of |
the right to make any legal use of his monoy
be pleases, atter be has once ecarned and re-
ceived it, it may well be questioned if the
fact, if such it be, that heis mot likely to use
it for the good of himself and family, can be
accapted s a valid excuse for robbing him of
earnings gained at the constant risk of his
life, as is the case of thess creole and Aleut
hunters of the sea-otter. If T counld havd one
wish gratified more readily than another it
woul be that a dozen or mors of the
great daily papers of the east and west,
would each send, incog.,, an honest,
truthful reporter over the route lately trav-
ersed b{ me, to the end that the public at!
large might be fully enlightened in regard to |
the semi-legal and wholly illegal doiugs of this |
great and overshadowing corporate monopaly.
The weather having moderated, the morn-
ing of the 7th found us.ongur way Lo Unga,
by what is known as the “inside passage,’
whieh lies between the islands which line the
shore and the mainland, and arrived off the
entrance to Unga harbor the same evening,
A dense fog prevailing at the time, the ship
was ‘‘hove to” till morning, when the fog
having lifted wo ran inte the harbor aud casy.
anchor within a mile of the village. When I
speak of “‘thd weather haying moderated' 1
must not be understood as referring to the
temperature, as it cccurs to me your readers
may infer; the reference is to wind and wave
ung'. Up to this time, though we had been
as high up as the ¢0th degree of morth lati-
tude, we had not experienced at any place a |
lower temperature than that which the trav-|
oler on your great lnkes is wont to enjoy in
mid-sommer; in fact, strauge as it may seein,
the highest tempersture we had thus far en-
countered was at Kenwi, our most northerly

ancl o, and thut in the early part of June.
| ‘Awide from an occasional high wind and eoils
| sequent heavy roll of the sea, and the fogs,
which are not more dense or f requent thai
thoso of Lake Superior in the region of Mar-
quette, tha weather was all that could possibly
have been desired.

U the Jargest of the Shumagin group
of islands and at the same time the westeri-
most, & ehamnel only six miles wide separating
Lk ymindand; s group embraces

a lurgd mumber of islands, that of lPoQo:r,
|




upon which the principal cod-fishing stations
are located, lying immediately to the east of
end separated from it by & narrow channel.
Unga is about twenty-six miles in length
from north to south, and about half that
in width. A range of mountains extends
along the south coast, but to the mnorth
and west the land lies in a
broad, comparatively lavel plain, which ends
in a low shore on the strait lying between it
and the Alinska Peninsula. nd here let me
say that this Aliaska Peninsula {s a most re-
markable tongue of land, the base or inner
end of which is warked by the entrance to
Cook's Inlet on the east and the head of Bris-
tol Bay on the west, from which opposite
points it extends in a_southwesterly direction
a distance of nearly 500 miles to the Strait of
Isanotzky, which separates it from Ounimak,
the easternmost of the Aleutian Islands; its
breadth diminishes from over a hundred miles
in the north to not more than twenby-five in
the southwest, the interior being marked by o
high mountain range running purallel with
the opposite coasts, which last ave indented by
numerous bays and inlets, In front of this
peninsula on the south aud east lie the Kadialk,
Semidi and Shumagiu groups, with numerous
other detached islands seattered all along the
coast; its northern and western shore is washed
by the waters of the Bebring Sean
The Island of Unga was once n very impor-
tant station of the Russinn-American Com-
pany, the vessels belonging vo which were
most generally laid up for the winter in a safe
harbor at its northern end, while a trading
station at which a great many valuable furs
wers collected was maintained at what is now
the village of Unga, located ona snug little
indentation near the sontheast point of the
island. It was in this last named harbor that
our skip dropped her anchor on the morning
of the Sth ‘of July, The village consists of
about filty frame houses, some of them be-
longing to independent white hunters, being
of a rather neat and substantial character:
the others are occupied by Creole and Alent
bunters, baving been built for them and for
which they are all indebted to the com-
pany, the same as the Belkofsky people. The
condition of the crecle and hative people 1
found exactly similar to that of the jast-
named settlement, though they made no com-
plaints against the agent, who appears to be
as kind and humane to them as his sense of
duty to his employers will permit, The
prices paid them for sea-otter skins is about
the same as at Belkofsky, and scarcely more
than half that which is realized by the white
bunters, who have small vessels of their own,
and being able to procure supplies from the
adjacent fishing stations, are independent of
the company, which, however, buys most of
their skins ot abig advance over the prices at
which the creoles and Aleuts are compelled to
sell. One thing can be placed tathe credit of
the company, however, and that is that at all
its stations ft supplies medicines free to all the
creoles and natives, though it retains but two
Ehyuiﬂisns aside from the one at the Seal
slands—one at Ounalaska and one at Kenai.
Heunce there are only a few points whers the
people are able to sécure any medical attend- |
ance whatever, and the fact that their num- |
ber is steadily, if not rapidly, decreasing, is |
easily accounted for. There are, perhaps,
more white people at and around Unga than
can be found at any other point in South-
weostern Alaska:; aside from the white hun-
ters, the cod fisheries afford employment to a
considerable number, while the development
of some prospectively rich gold and silver
leads in the immediate vicinity, promises |
large increase of population in the immediate
future. The white bunters are generally
| married to erecle or Alout women.
The law prohibits the killing of any
| fur-bearing  animals in Alaska by any
but natives, and the regulations of the
Treasury Department recognize as native
white men who have marricd native women,
hence, perbaps, these marringes—and these, to
their cradit be it said, have at their own cost
aund expouse, erected & very neat building for
the accommudation of the government school.
There was no school at the time of my visip,
but a teacher was expected in timo to open
the winter term in September, ons, having
besn elnplom by the territorial board of

the islands wholly unsafo, te visit uny of thal
coal seams, but 1 was shown samples from
| several which appeared to be of g very good
quality. A party was engaged in opening o
mine at Coal Hurbor, which lies ab the inner
end of Zankabarovskain Bay, an indaqqmtiuu of
the north end of the jsland, where® there it
said to be an extensive vein, but the few with
whom [ talked concerning it expressed some
doubts as to its quality, I discovered, how-
ever, that o controversy existed us to the
| ownership of the cluim, and that those who
wera doubtful concerning (he quality of)
the coal were friends of the party
who bhad been ousted from possession,
but who was, nevertheless, determined to a
peal to the law for redress—something l‘:ji-s
would scarcely do with the viow of reclaim-
ing a worthless property. From what | saw
of the coal from this mine 1 am inclined to
pronounce it good; but the pile shoan me
afforded evidence of inexperience in mining,
being a mixture of almost as much rock as
coal. As we wera laaving tho harbor on the
morning of the 10th we met and spoke a smail
schooner, the master of which came aboard
and stated that he had just come from Chik-
nik Buy, about 100 miles up the coast of the
peninsula, where he had been to obtain a sup-
ply of coal, At my request he sent a sack of
perhaps a hundred pounds on board, which 1)
| tried with the most satisfactory results in the?
| cabin grate, Chief Engincer Lowe, uvon |
| whose judgment I rely much more than my |

owi, also made several satisfactory tests and
furnished me the following an ¥ysis, from
which your eastern coal miners may draw |
their own conclusions:

Uncomblned earbon

Carbmretted hydrogen. .

MOIBtUre. . ..o oree nsuns

Sulphur

Ast

Coal is also found in Pavioff and Coal Ba 8,
on the east side of the mainland to the south- |
westward of Unga, at Port Moller and Ugas-
hik on the west side of the Alinska Peninsula,
and at Coal Bay to the northeastward—the |
application of the sume name ton number of |
these indentations being suggestive of the
frequent oceurrence of coal seams along the
coast of the peniusula, as well as in Coolt’s
Inlet. When it is remembered that there are
uot a hundred white men in all this section
and that the country is practically unex-
plored, the known existenca of coal meas-
ures at so many different points, it
segms to e, can but be accepted as a
certain guarantee of the development of wval-
uable mines as soon and es fast as their prod-
ucts can ibe profitably utilized. If, indeed,
the conl which can hers ba obtained in un-
limited quantity shall be considersd too far
removed from the centers of trade and com-
merco fo render practicable the opening of
any considerable number of thines, it is,
nevertheless, in the utter absence of timber

education, children of this mixed parent- |
{age I fotund to be much more than ordinarily]
handsome, Lright snd intelligent, of whony
thelr fathers seemed very fond and prond and
for whese education they expressed a great]
| deal of concern,  As at all the settlements in
this purt of Aluska of any importance thera iy
a chapel of the Greco-Russian church, but no
regular priest—all the Creoles and natives,|
wgﬂ are about equal in numbers, being be-
Hevers in that faith. There is no thnber onl
the island, but there is an abundance of coal,
both on the island and the adjucent mainland,
the quality of which iz, however, & moot
question. 1 was unable by reason of a dense
og, tha prevalence of which vendered thg
navigation of the narrow und intriente as wel|
FTOSTI J®everd chounels. around and hetweay
S— T S—— = .
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for hundreds of miles in every direction, to!
prove exceedingly valuable "in - conneetion
with the auriferous and argentifercus sul-
phurets of lead which occur on Unga Tsland
and at various points on the peninsulia, as well
as in the reduction of the tree-milling ores,
goodly sized veins of which bave also been
found in this neichbarhinod,
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fanlt(knyourrndm at
'St Michael's, with the|
promise on my part and the |
possible  expectation on
theirs, that I would, as
soon 68 pressing duties |
pam permit, give them |
account of my cruise
ﬁnuhﬂﬂ.wiug Strait into the
Arctic and to the most nowfuer}y |
projection of the continent, known |
as Point Barrow, the outer end
of which is in latisnde 71t 91'
north and in hagihude 1568 1

St. Michael's, or as it was called by the
‘Russians, Redoubt St. Mi is located on
.ﬂwinnanidootmﬂmdn! ‘same nDame,
lying near the southeast shore of Norton |
‘Sound, only a narrow street separating it/

Russian Church, and excluding the harrp- |
baras, in which dwell from 200 to 500 natives,
The company’s buildings inclose the two
! one end of a rectangular plat not
@ than fiye rods wide and ten rods long,
~ere all, with the exception of the Ins]
ire across the end. of modern con-
struction; this log building is all that re-
mains of the old Russian fort, which is said
have been a fortress of considerable
in' gnd around which occurred
r desperate struggles between the Rus-
s and natives befors the latter were com-
zubdud- ‘1 found but three whl;
permanently residing in the place, one
ﬁ.hmm bhas a family consisting of a
wife, who is an mmﬁlwodﬁg ndtbm




NATIVES OF BT, MICHAEL'S.

beauties than was manifested by our fair
hostess at 8t, Michael's, when, having har-
, nessed l:er team of five powerful Eskimo ca-
‘mines to a sledge, she pointed out their strong
points and gave us an exhibition of their
great strength and their tractability. In
making up these dog teams the most sagacious
and well trained of the five is selected for a
leader, and where he leads the others must
necessarily follow. This leader, if well
trained, will obey every order given by the
driver seated in the sledge, though in most
cases the conductor of a sledge expedition
gpenorally several teams travel in companvi
way, running on ahead of the spike |
nd of his team. The sledges are made whol- J

ly of wood, except that the runners are sup-
lied with soles made of ivory or whalebone,
I'wo handles, similar to those of a plow, ena-

e o man following in the rear to
:iigeot uﬁhe a;:;um of tﬁ‘ne v&hlnlap] and

e safely over Nmﬂ: nces,
;Thoaﬁd_ was midsummer aund the ground
bare dry, the St. Michael's' Indy put her
fancy team over a forty-rod course in a way
tbutJeft no room to doubt their ability to
make at least stage-coach time under the
more favorable conditions which the winters
.u that latitude afford. At all the native
«-ttlements, from St. Michael'snorth to Foint
Harrow, 1 noticed numbers of thess sledges,

g

'.-‘wrhilve aym.ruces certainly indicated no lack
of propel
\of ever{hdef.rea Nar is it only for winter

power, in the shapo of canines

travel that these Eskimo dogs are useful; in
manﬁghﬁeﬂ [ saw them being used for track-
ing large biaarras nlong tha shore, in
some instances hall a dozen dogs drawing a
boat in which were from twenty to thirty per-

|soms, in addition to the camping outﬁ!l;rf?r th;

whole party, Like their owners, these dogs
Lve 1C on fish, and the roftener it is

(the better they seem to likeit. A very fine

roung specimen of his kind that [ brouzht
io ‘Twilh me to Sitka would turn away in

| di from a well-cooked and savory beel-

stealk or venison chop, and would certainly
have starved himsolf to death nad he been un-
able to find an occasional decayed fish with
which to partially satisfy the cravingsof a

| naturally dep:aved appetite,

St. Michnel's is headquarfers of the Alaska
Commercial Company for the great Yukon
Itiver district, trom which all goods are dis-
tributed to the traders, and at which all the

| furs are collected from the interior. From

this point small river steamers make trips up
tha Y uakon n distancs of nearly, if not quite,
2,500 miles. Thes: steamers are small, stern

| wneel piver boats, drawing from two o four

feop of water, which is all they can _(_:m-riy:-l
tlirough the upper or most nortberly mout

of the great viver, the only one which bas
ever bean explored. The river dizchiarges its
grant flow of water into the sea throuzh at
least laif a dozen channels, the one used at
present boin that which is nearest St M'mh-
ael's, though about 100 miles distant, The
saveral mouths of this great river, S:rnhablr
the Jargest in North America) should be sur-
veyed us 5000 as possible in order to ascertain
if there be not acihanuel which will admit
ocedn steamers; above the deltas the riveris
desp encugh to be navigated a distance of at
lmﬁ 1,000 miles by steamers drawing twelve
to fifteen feet, while an ordinary river steam-
ar such as fhose employed on the Miﬁsis!!l)pl.
can ascend to a further distance of 1,500 m les,
{n addition to this & number of its principal
tributaries, are navigible by light draflt
stenmers for from 200 to 500 miles each, tha

| maost no of these being the Koyukuk, No-
wi mBamm:a ﬁ

, Porcupine, White, Staw-
art and The fee Lreaks up earlyin

Hay avd forms again early in November, so

' Lnt there are about flve months of navigation
o edach year. : :

aly anything is known concerni the

ez Valley of sbe Yakot,
B iﬂg “th; glsauidyrrom the state-
“ments of the miners, prospectors and

1 O3 F0 SU e § old are known to ex-
Bich graval deposits o} A ousands of dollars

frofi tliers and the miners who Bave wintered
on the upper Yukon all sﬁree that the soil
and climate are buth well adanted to the
\growth of all the. hardier vegetable, The
| winters in that region sre exceedingly cold,
‘but the summers are correspondin l; hot,
There are, oi course, a less numper of “grow-
ling days,” but one day of sunshine in that lat-
.lmﬁa!é’&ﬁual to at least a day and a half in
Lth" tude of Detroit.

¥a 8een specimens of
ituminous and mm-%?&:%ﬁm
t [rom that section, and bave been

' brau

i'?oldr prospectors that the veins are very
| large, one of them asserting that he had taken
| goal from & seam at least fifty feat thick, All
accounts agree as to the great size and num-
bor of the salmon which seek the lower

| Yukon in their season, They constitute the

| principal food supply for the natives of the

| antire region, and the time i not far distant

| when the canneries to be erected on its shores

‘ will be made to contribute more largely than
any other section to & staple article of food,

! thie supply of which is not likely to ever equal |
the demand.

It will be years, however, befora the vast
interior of Alaska will present any induce-
ments o settlers other than are now feund in
its fur_trade pnd the rich bars and gravel
Leds of its numerous cresks and rivers, Not
until the mooted railroad from sume point on
the Capadian or Nortbern Pavific up to and |
down through the Yukon Valley to Bobrine |

| Strait, there to connect with the line now in |
course of construction by the Russian " Gove
ernment, is built, will the immensa conl ficlds|
reforred to become of any economic value |
And such a ratiroad, let me vénturé to here
assert, would be a project not nearly so eiii-
| merical as was that of the buliding of thy
IInion. Pacific when ﬂm.hrnuhii _In mw
| opinion there are persons now living whowill’
vet make the trip by rail from the United
States to Europe via Bebring Strait and Si-

erin

st. Michael’s 1sland embraces about twelve
square miles, and lies in latitude nbout #3° 30
| north, It is wholly timberless, save and ex-|
| cept an oceasional clump of alders and dwarf
| willows, but is earpeted with a most luxuriant|
growth of wild grasses, embellished with a
profusion of variegated wild flowers. While |
on shora I walked thirough “red-top” at least
four feet high, which was then nearly rips
and readv to cnst its seed, Thesoilis a rich
vegetable mold, and judging from the sam-
ples of lettuce and radishes sent off to the |
ship, I should say capable of producing all the
veretables which can be grown in the ex-
| treme northern states. Hers we experienced
the highest temperature thus far encountered
ou the cruise, the mercury standing at 727 in
the shade, with mosquitoes larger in size and
volume and more assiduous in their attentions
than any I had ever before encountered. The
Jersey insects are innocent, coocing doves

|| com to those of St, Michael's. I was
a

T st
are 82° and —45"—about the same as In 'ﬁnJ
Upper Peninsula of Michigan,

At 8t Micbhuels I met Fr, Tosi and thies
good gisters of charity, whbo were waiting for |
one of the smail steaners to take them tomse
U miles up the Yukon to Kossoriffsky,
whare they intended 1o estallish a bearding
gnd industrial school for native children.
The reverend fatler bas Apent some Yeara
umong the natives on the great river, awnd in=
tormed me that the buildiygs tor the con-
tem plated sehool woul | be'completed by the
time tho slsters arrived. The Uaidiolics wlso
bave & chool, with a couple of priests in |
chinrze, at i\'lllulo, which 8 also ou the
Yukon, about 800 miles above ity mouth.
The Eplsoupaiians bave two wis jon sdhools
on the river, one about 100 miles below Fort
Yukon, and the otber some distduce below
Kustoriffskty. Tie Greer-lusdan Chure
mumintaing & mis<ion at St Michesl's and
anothier some 400 miles up the rivern r\
Tosi better ﬁoeud | thint regard than

1 have ever THATe:




" a—t

" ments on the coast as far south as Caps Van-

couver, and on Nunivak lsland, at not less
than 10,000,

Leaving 8o Michaels at 7 o'clock on the
evening of July 25, aud steering a wost, nor-
westerly course, &bt noon of the Z0th we
sighted King’s lslend, the ship having pre-
viously run up her distance sud come to |
anchor in the midst of & denss fog, The
captain thought we must be near the jsland,
and whan the fog lirted found that be was
searce.y half a mile out of his reckoning, not-
withstanding the strong northerly current
which had to be taken into consideration in
determining the ship’s courss from Su
St Micbasis, Welghing anchor, we stood in
fur the island, mot over flve miles
distant, and dropped it again as
close in shore as a due re:ard for
salety would permit. King's Island, except
a8 Lo higlt, is a mere speck on the surface of |
the seq, being not over a mile long and balf
o mile wide; its shores, however, rise almost

arﬁemticulm-ty from the water’s eige to a

ight of lrom 00 to 00 fect, presenting an
altogettier fortidding aspect, Along the
whols of its cosst line there i3 neither lm?'.
covenorsandy beach,and it is therefore wholly
inaccessible except by small boats, and then |
only wben the sea is calm, There is an|
Eskimo settlenient on the south side of the|
island, at the only point, apparently, where it |
would be at all possible to covstruct babita-|
tions, even such as tihose in which I found sev- |
eral bundred people living, This village is
loeated on & rugged slope very difliculy of |
astent, at a hight of at least a hundred feet |
above the sea, and at the bnse of which we
lnnded, not without a good deal of didliculty,
from the whale boat which took us offt from
the ship. This village is the most temarkable |
feature of the island, uyon which M@ither tree |
nor sbrub is to be seen, and but very little
yvegetation of any kind, The settlement cogn-
bines a summer and winter village in one—
the summer houses, if such they can properly
be termed; buing eonstructed of wairus hides
stretehed on poles, which last are recurgl to
the almost perpindicular cliffs by lashings
and guys of welrus thong, In construct
ing thess singuipr babitations the snde
of two or uore soles  are  listed
into niclkes cut in the cliff, the oumer ends be-4
ing supﬁm'teil by others standing on end, and |
to which the horizontal ons are securely
lasbed—the perpendi-ulur poles extending far
enough sbove the horkontsl ones to form the
nuclus of a frame-work upon which the
hides inclosing the whols are stretched and |
fustened, the tloor and roof being of the same |
material a5 the sides There wre, perbaps, |
fitty of these summmer houses, with a3 many |
winter habitations, in which live about 400
natives of all ages and sexs The winter |
bouses consist of excavations jin the faoe of |
the cliff, the fronts being wallel up with |
stones, chinked with muss, unl leaving an en- |
trance just large enongh to uable a person to
erawl In aond out The denizens of
this  northern Gibraltar  live almost|
entirely upon  the flesh of the
walrus and seal, though I noticed while there |
that eome kind of wplant indigenous to the
island was being prepared for food by the
women, They carry on a summer trade with

the nantives of the Alaskan muinland, and
also with those on the Biberion coast, with
‘whom they exchange the skins of the seal and
walrus for those of the reindeer and other
turred anumals not found on their islund.
Toey nro a naturally bright and intelligent
ple, all things considered, but exceedingly
lthy in their person and mods of living,
The men are very exvert hunters, using only
hhnlky&k (ll;ldnrka) Eg tllrir lpuuu:t of t!im
walrus and seal; the fmplemerts n
Idling thoss unimals are s hﬂm: mﬁggﬁ@w
m%. which they throw with great precision,
hey very rarely venture farout to sea,
however, in a single kyak, but usually lash
two together so that .y float side by slde |
and are not easily overturned, For long voy- |
ages they use the comink (bidarra, or open |
skin boat), which is often large enough to
earry from forty to fifty persons. Just be-
fore our arrival at the fsland a large number
of the people had left in three comisks on »
trading expedition to St, Lawrencs Bay, on
Jthe Siberian side, and an equal pumber bad
gome to St. Michaels, the distande in either
cys6 Belng upwards of 200 miles, 1 anly men-
tion this tuct as indicutive of the sulstantial
munuer in ‘which these boutsare put togethber,
thourh no other materials than wood and
walrus  rides  are used in  their
vonstruction, if we except the whale

bone or sinew  with which the bhides
are sewed together—and as an evidence of the
adventurous character of the fpenple who
bulld them, They do not, however, always
_use theso bonts iv travelin. 3 ouly when the
distince is long or ibe s umber to be carvied |
‘oonsi/derable, The Eill?'ihh iteh Byak by often
made to curly two or thres puasons for a shorg |
.u_.ul;uco. thoug];ﬁ‘lﬂmt ginnee ol 6111?;- of Lhisg |
irall boats weuld couse n person Loowoder
nw suct & thing could be possible. While

T 1ying at URPE TTT G0 OF  WiTes, Nhout Ewo |
miles off the native villace, numbers of kynks
‘came off to the ship with to all appearances a
single occupunt in each, | |1ul§cad. bow-
wver, In several cose< that after the person
spated in the single bateh got out, he wus foi-
lowed first by aunvther whe wormea himsell
‘out from under the walrus covering forward,
Lo teing followed by a third who had stowed
bimsedf away in the sioilar nerrow space aft
ol the™'maun-hole.”  1u the abrence of timber
on the island the people are obliged to depend
upon what little drirt wood thoy vin piek up
for fuel, and wheu that fails they e ort to
the use of seal aml walrus blubber, the foul
olor of which while burning was such as to
hiasten our Jeparture irom the island; o Ger
man sailor who was on the shore with us re-
marked, *By stiminy, T vouldu't sochmell Lim
somr more times for more as n hoondert tol-
lars’ wort!” And that was the way we all feit.
Ouv interpreter buving reached a point be-
yond the limit of his lin uistie acquirements,
sn [af as Lhe nalives were concernod, we hod
secnred the serviers of 8 young Eskimo balf
Lireed, at St. Michaels, who could speak the
Hussian langoage foently, thouzh he under-
stood very little Euglish, and by means of a
double interpretation I was enabled to eon-
verse with the natives of all the sottlements
we called at onour way to and from Poiut
Barrow, 1 made some effort to get ut the
Listory and traditions of . tbe King's Island
people, but conld learn ne more than that
their ancestors came there a  great
many years ago, from whenes, or
induced by what Canses, they
did not know. I can but conclude that they |
ore the descendants of & people, who, being
driven (rom their homes by an enemy more
powerfill than themselves, fled to this islund
and located in a position Irom which it would
be next to impossible for all of the otber na-
tives of the country combined to dislodse |
them, It would be exceedingly hazardous far |
an enemy to attempt a landing in front of
their village, or nnywhere elss on the island
for that matter; it is only when the sea is per- |
fectly calm that they can launch their own
oomiaks, When the sea is ruffled, and one
of their number is  desirous of
putting off from  shore in his
kyak, he seats himself in the hateh,
and a number of others, ‘taking hold of its
ends, toss' both beat and oceupant over into
thie water, thus giving him a fair start on bis
way, Sodexterous are they in the bandling
and maneuvering of these little skin boats |
that one of them, his person belng protected
by a kamelyka (skin shimy with hood all in
one), the hood of which is closely tied under
the chin and the skirt securely fastemed
around the protruding rim of tie hateh in
which be sits, will turn bimsell over side-
ways inthe water, bringing the kyak bottom
side up, and then eome up smiling, nfter bav-
ing describid a cire'e, hu}} in the wuter and
balf in the air, ready and willing to repeat
lor & paltry consideration.
P warad 1 -

|

the operation
sl

ROM King's Island weshap
our course for Cape Prince |
of Wales, which is ths most
wasterly point of the conti-
nent, and cast anchor {n frout
i of tho native settlement about
'3 o'clock the next morning.
Early as it was, holf a dozen
oomiaks, in one of which 1
counted no less than forty-two
persons, large and small
camo off to the ship offering
to trade, and, though not per-
@  mitted to come on board,
the people in them all remalned until
atfter “quartors” at 9 o'clock, Amdng them
‘were the ¢omiaks mentioned as baving loft
King's Island for $t. Lawronco Hay, and tha)
peopls in thess, ns soon as they becamo sal=
isfled that they conld get neither whisky nor
breech-loading rifles for tho articles they had
to offer in exchange, departed for their origi-
nal destination, where, they claimed, they
could get all they desired of such contrabaud
goods ’

The eettlement at Cnpe Prince of Wales is
tho largest on the coast north of the Alaska
peninsula, cousisting of nearly, if not quite,
one hundred barrabaras, which, though the

surroundings were more or less flthy aud.i

odoriferous, presented cleaner and tidier in-
teriors than those of most of the villages pre-
viously visited, The men and women ars
rather good lookingz, ms compared with tho
{‘M&T of Alaskan natives; tho meu are
‘woll built and m@w}!&nl‘mﬂdﬁﬁiﬂmjjma




s long to discover that both men and women
arp the keenest and shrewdest of traders.  In
Teature they resomble the Mongolian, and it
ems £0 me there can ba no doubb as to their
E:k: origin, The women wear long bair,
it men, like those of King's Island and
Arctic coast seftlements, shave the
pper two-thirds of their heads, leaving a
are crown, supported by a fringe of bair
about two inches in width. They maintain a
multitude of dogs, and the number of sledges
and snow shoos | saw lod me to the belief that
they dre accustomed to long winter journeys.
Thelr houses are a near approach to tha bar-
rabaras berctofora described—more than half
cave—the upper vart being o rude frame con-
structed of driftwood or whale's ribs, and
covered with earth. Caps Prince of Wales is
in lnkitude 05° 50, and longituds 165° 40, and |
Mes nearly opposite to East Cape, the most
eastorly poiut of Asia. It forms the soutb-
bm headland of Bebring Strait, and s a long,
Vlow neck of land which rises abruptly intoa |
range of bigh#hills not far back from the
Cpas 1n-tor strevahing away to the north-
Mast nlong the south coast of Kotzebue Sound,
1 found the small area of land lying at tha
‘the narrow western slope of these ;
ugalk as the slope itsell, coverad with a richi
verdure, nnd was su 2l 1 3
AT
Jimited ieal education

‘wild flowers indigenous to Alaska, Here 1
I.fs‘.f;:d wgo :-;;yﬁm BPuq:lmam of jade, in
stone axes, chisels, ete, as also
: O?Eraphim which . to be :::irilyj-.-

carbon, and wnich the nptives assure

Anecould be obtained In t nbundauvece

b“tnh ©f 8 small river about two m
. Cape Prince of Wales natives once pef-
on board did not leave the ship till
do so when the time cams for 1
‘Way, tuough they wers at lirst badly
nd made a rush for theﬁmfﬁ'ﬂ ¥

} e band struck up a kind of music th
d sever before beard, They soon diseo

5&‘

1

g&

3
}

i
;

]
it all meant foll to & in
sort of dance Lhat wes not n.lm ﬂ:t_
of the poetry of motiop. Thess peopls bear s
bad uume smong the white people wio have |
T e e R el
Stk D e

GROUPS OF NATIVES—KING'S ISLAND,

o

| mﬂk""&é'dnre! unuer wiy fﬁt‘_‘Kﬂ’bﬁ'l
d, an uri . aftarnoon.
ggm %B&hr{ng St whu the. Diomede!
slands—Kruzepstern and Ratzmanofl, the
former American nnd the latter Russinn—in
plain sight. This is my first view of a foreign
ehore, and I can scorcely realize the fact that,
running along in latitude 65—0" with & tem- -
erature represented by about thesame figures, 3
Lt o s e e
p most cold, and in &
e t. A change of course te the westward |
ould in less than two hours 1S ROTUSS [
|the boundary line between Asia and Amsrioa,
and to the mnearest anchorage in  Asiatio
watdrs; but being one of Uncle Samuels
“hired men,” nothing but a stress of weather
wolnld a:cmg‘ an ‘‘absence \;ﬁt;g::m leave' ni::i.
yolving the loss of a whole and
Gould niok therafore imh?sfo the smﬁﬁm
felt to cross the strait if for no other
pose than that of investigating the feasibility
of a bridge to connect, in the opmpnratiwlﬁ;
pear future, the rallway system which g
uitimately girdle the earth,
At T o'clock on the morning of August k
~ Aiclio sircls, latitude

degrees 32 minutes,astronomically ned,
h:E:Ing away fo the eastward for Cape
Biossom, in Kotzobus Sound, with Cape
Kruzenstern on the port and Cape :
on the starboard bow, Here, on rising, |
discovered n marked differsnce in the Lem-
peraturg, as compared with that ex_pe_rlal,wul_ }
| just below the strait, the weather being about
that of @ moderately clear, crisp Uctober day
in the tempsarats zuna—_ua!ther too cold mor
too warm for comfort in ordinary spring or '
fall clothing. The commandiug officer and
chief onginesr, together Wwith two of
seamen, wars the only persons on board who
bad ever had any experiencs in Arctic navi-
ation, and of these only ons bLud ever
n in thass waters Lefors, the others hav-
e e ortied Ang. Arck ¥ B
ition which en nt e ters on
’n’ﬁgnw side of the continent Thesa last
huving spent months battling with the Ica--ia_p__
Davis Strait and Melville Sound, searcély
ronlizad the fact that they wers in Arctic,
wiiters, no ice baving besn encountersd and
nono biing expected until we arrive in the
vicinity of Point Barrow—unless, iadeed, a f
northerly wind sho;l.dhn:_np it tuhﬂd: ,lng
o strong current which here seis stead : .
the northward, 1n the fall tbe north winds
force the ice southward through the strait
into Behring Sea ond as far Soutn as the
Pribylov Jalands, wherd it forms solidly from
shora to ghore. In the spring, under the
influsnee of southorly winds, assisted bi:
the current, it moves north again, and
closely followed by the whaling leet, which
is sometimes able Lo enter tbe Aretic as j
s the middls of June. This whaling fleet 3'.
composed of from forty to ﬂ!t{ vessels, steam
and sall, On the way north the whalers keap i
a6 close as possible to the moving ice, along
-thbﬁ(e'ﬁhich the whales ure usually
{ﬂtnnt_l-f'qﬁd in turn mlhnpdm:o _!éa& b:tar
tas soon: nor 558 wi
_ as soon as the {)a.!m el Ol

usunlly not much




“HITTa 18 practically no uig, €re bel U
our hours of twilizht intervening between
thesetting and rising of the sun. One ean
see Lo read ordinary newspaper print at

| midnight without the aid of artificial Light,
and there is no darkness to shut off from
observation any object which might bLe seen
from a distance at high noon,

A 4:80 p.m. the ship came to anchor off i

Cape Blossom, some twelve to fiftesn miles
fram the entrance to Hotham Inlet, a closar
approach to whicl/last is not safa other than
Lo vessels of wvety lizht draught, Hera we
Iny the whole of the following day
sesing no sign  of lifa on ‘the
narrow  neck of land which ates the
waters of the inlet from those of the sound,
while the weather was such as to render a
landing by small boats extremely hazardous
| The natives were made aware of the ship's
resence, however, by a blank shot from the
oteblkiss gun, and the next morning nearly,
if mat quite, = hundred cama off to the ship
in four large oomisks and remained on board
until 10 in the evening, Capes Fspenberg on
the south and Kruzenstern on the north con-
stitute the headlands of Kotzebue Bound, aud
at both these points there are native villages
of perhops twenty houses each, From the

about forty miles distant from each other, the
trend of the opposing coast lines is to the
east southeast from Kruzenstern and almost
south from Espenberg, the south and inner io-
dentation being known as the Bay of Good
gt:fn. Directly opposits to Ca penbarg
nearly due east from it is Cape Blossom,

a southern projection of the narrow peninsu-
| 1z lying between the sound and Hotham Inlet.
About four miles northwest from tha extremia
|outer point of Cape Blossom, and not far
| from the entrance to the inlet, there is a.smail
| nutive village which forms the nucleus of a
large summer rendezvous for the intervior na-
tives, who annually congregato thers to tradi
with their brethiren of the coast and to catch
aud curs a supply of salmon for the winter,
| Across the inlet, still fartber to the north-
west, is another native settlement, but owing
Lo the bad state of the weather and the shoal
witer which renders it impossible for a ship
to spproach within comloriable boating dis-
tance, I did not visit any of these villages
sava the one at which the interior natives
wers assembled, end my exporience on that
occasion was far from beinga pleazant one,
Among the people who bad tamas off © the
ship the day following our arrival at Cape
Blossom were saveral cliols, all of whom ex-
ressed an esaroest desire that 1 should pay
em @ visit on shore, which | promised to do
the next dav, weather permit.tiu? As near
as wa could caleulate, the ship lay at a dis-

entrance between these headlands, which are |

(tance of about eight miles from the rendez-
vous, and on the moeruing of the 4th I set olf |
im the first whalsloat, which was manned by |
a crew ol twelve men under commund of Mr, |
Walls, ove of the junior officers, the chisf en-

‘gineer voluntarily making one of the party, |

“the half-breed interpreter concluding the list, |
A moderate and favorable breeze prevailed |
when we slioved off from the ship, and the
boat mode good progress under sail, with a
fair prospect of covering the distance of eight
milesin lews than two hours; but it was not
loug belore we fuuid ourselves in shallyw 1
water, with a sand-spit which extends out some |
five or six milss from tha shore. and marked
on the chart “dry at low water,” barring our |
further progress during the encampment.
The officer in charge not being acquainted
with the “lay of the land,” or of the water

| rrther, undertook to run around the bar, and |

[ flading no end to it, attempted to ergss, and
in less tiine than it takes to record the fact|

| the heavily laden boat was grounded in/
|0{$.tun inches of water, not less than five,

‘ miles from shore, with the rendezvous in plain
sight, The vemperature was far from torrid, |
the wind had assumed the proportions of a
gale thatcould scarcaly be termed a modsarats |

|one, and there was no otber alternative than

'| for the men to get out and by main forcs pull
or push the boat into desper watsr, Thia|

{done, though not without the most strenuons,

‘6ffort on the part of all hands, the foresail|

| Was ugain spread to the wind and we went to |

*tacking on and off," vainly trying to find a |
way around thet scemingly interminables bar, |
all the time getting farther and farther away |
from the point, we were striving to Teach, and |
‘the boat ukmF in water with each succeeding |

2 lust Wi
Aleuki, who had been w Tl his ex-|
n of the Kowak River, wiich emplics
ito Hotbam Inlst, being nsked, pointed to
the shore and meckly said: *““Chaunel over|
there, ¢lose by land.” We had been looking,
as it afterwards transpirad, in the wrong
direction for n passage arannd the bav, nud us
the wind econtinued to increase the officer iy
command congluded that, thongh baving lit-
| tle canfidencs in Alsuki's knosladge of thp ]
 wherenbonis of tho channel, itwould bo muelh
the wiser and safer courss to hend for the

iote.  The wind was oll' shors, _gﬂa Lieayy
SEArunining, against which the twelve men

e

‘Jaboringz at toe carscould by fhe bardestpuit
ing make but very slow progress, The waves
breaking against the bow and forward quar-
ters of the bont deluged ue with spray, and
the men pulling as for dear life at the oars
did not exert themsslves more strenuously
thun did the officer lu charge and the c_hl_eit.
engineer in the work of “Lailing ship™
Drenched to the skin, aud a land-lubber at)
that, 1 could do little elss than try to dodgs
the heaviest showers of spray, sing on ocea-
sional song, the burlesque of which ina vo-
cal sensy tended to kwep the men in good hu-
mor, while the wish that I was once more safe
on shore, though always uppermost in my
thoughts, was denied expression. If ever
twelve men labored faithfully at as many
oars for four of the longest hours 1 ever ex-
perienced anywhere or under any cireum-
stances, to make land only six miles away, it
was that same berdy, gallant crew of the
Thetis' irst whaleboat, on that, {0 me, menio-
rable 4th day of August, 1885, just offf Capes
Blossom, in Kotzebue Sound, Arctic Ocean.

But all things bave an end, and we finally
lauded in safety near by an isolated native
hut, about two iniles above the rendezvous,
whera, our misadvaiNure bhaving been oh-
served, we were met by one of the chiefs, who
kindly offered to pilot us to our destination,
A dozen or more men in single hatch kyaks.
also greeted us at our first Iundinﬁplnco. and
with theses for an escort and the oid chief asa
pilot, we ran along not much more than an,
oar'’s length from the beach in water deep
enough to lloat & man-of-war. In seeking the
Innd for safety wa, had practieally stumblad
upon the Jung songht for channel, which is
made close in shiore by the united currents of
several large rivers that empty into Hothem
Inlet, depositing their sunds just outsids their
entrunce thereto, and maklog a channel for
themsalves around the curveof the peninsula,
in which they are- assisted by the incomin
tidea, which, receding, leave the bar forme
bg the opposing waters dry, thus confining
the river currents toa marrow channel bLe-
tween it-and the shore,

Reaching the upper end of the encamp-
ment, which consisted of n rew of tents and
partinlly inverted comiaks, clossly lining the
beach for a mile or more, we were grosted by
the hearty cheers of at least o hundred people
who had gathered to bid us welcomes, and who,
aa we continued on our course, ran along the
beach, their numbers constantly increasing,
and the welcoming cheers, which were as
bearty and vigorous as thoss which white
men are wopt to es:ay ou extraordina-
ry ocecasions, being repeated with every ac-
cession of strength, until at length, runcbinz
the opposits end of the village, wa lands
amidst the aitogether too demonstrative con-

atulations of not less than 2,000 natives of

sexes, of all ages and sizes, and witheout
any perceivable distinction of previeus con-
ditions of unwashed flithiness I first made

a state call on the local chief In his tent, which |

was a large round tepes, similar to those iu
vogue auiong the Indians of the western
states and torritories, excant that the frams
was covered with walros hide from whick the
hair had been removed, 1ts sole furnishiug,
aside from a profusien of fur skins which cov-
ered the floor (ground) and upon which the
inmates =it and sleep, cousisted of a small
cook-stove or rangs of modern design aud
maks, minus pipe, and the smoks from which
escaped through an aperture in the top center
of the tent. This range, sans pips or furni-
turs of any kind, was evidently the *‘pride of
the housshold," and was exhibited to me by
the chief, a' man geemingly of much futelli-
genee, as evidence of a desire and determin-
alal.i;m oo his part to adopt civilized ways of
iving.

'l‘hg summer village or temporary encamp-
ment, as 1 have said, consisted of a long line

of tents and partially inverted cominks, The |

oomiak Is not only used as a means of trans-
portation aud travel from place to place, but
is made to serve néa sbelter or temporary
abode during the summer months When
night or a storm overtakes a traveling party

the comiak is drawn out upon the bepok,d

tiited over lnto an inverted position—one side
buin(-&noppou up just high enough
ground te enable a person to crawl under, tha

thus left open being covered with skins.

in the way of curtains—and under the sielter
thus provided the whole party | not in-
frequently for weeks at a time. More than
hm thi paople at the encampment ia question
wore thus utilizing their ovminks, the fewer
number who were liying In tents being only
the chiefs and, ns [ could readily see, the more
prosperous and consequentinl of their follow-

wrs,

That the natives appreciate, to soms extant
at least, tb» difference between thelr own
osition in life and that of civilized peopls,
could but infer from the fact that some of
| them made an nppnrenb‘lﬁueimneu& nr'pgnl to
D i behell of the estublishment of schools
in their respective sottlaments, though when

sestioned they honestly adnf towin
ﬁ;”ﬁmﬁu h_nI:Tte'ylﬁ vould thfdimnul%
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I to secure un ustenaance for more than AYe or
| six morths in the yenr, and that only in the
| winter villages, at not more than twe or three
of which would be found a sufficient number
| of children to warrgnt the payment of salaries
large epough to secure teachors, 1 found it
| very aifticult ' here, as well as at most of the
|settlemonts above Ounalaske, to make {hese
'simple mindsd people unde d why I could
not immediately provide for their wants in
this aud otber regnrds; they could not com-
prebend why a ‘‘great chiel," s they cliose tp
‘call me, could not do anything he liked inthe
war'f of supplying their needs, both physical |
an iritual; why 1could notintict summary
punishment uvon the bad men among them,
restrain the white men from killing their
whale and walrus, or grant them a dispensa-
tion for the purcliase of breech-londing arms
and whisky, and I am inelined to the belisf
that on some oceasions I left them in grave
doubt as to whettier I really wus the offielnl
1 claimed to be, and of whose coming they
hod bean ndvised by the ships which preceded

us on the way mnort,. A very little|

gold lace or tinsel not only attracts and
rivats = their  attentiom, but
es l:mn their untutored minds an exalted
opinion of the importance of the person thus

orned.  Asa matier of course

the Governor, 1 thought I could deteet a ook
‘of ineredulity in their faces &s their gaze firsy

rosted upon me, and was then turned inquir- |

iingly upon the commander of the ship or any’
‘one of his officers In uniform who hup&eueﬂ to
‘be present.  Had the commanding officer de-
isired a little fun at my expense, he could
have placed me in a most langhable position
among the Eskimos by simply pretending
that he was the Governor, or declining to
-¥ouch for me ‘as the bona fideincumbent of
, that office; they would hava bslieved him and
laughed at my own pretensions in that respect,
l:lu.s it becoms my duty to make @ second and
slmilar croise i Alaskan waters, | should
certainly have provided mysalf hefore start-
ing with a uniform embellished with enough
tinsel to convinece the average Eskimo that I
wag a person of mors than ordinary or every
day fmportance.

B e S .-.....;_‘q

impress- |

wors no |
‘aniferm or other insignin of office, and on |
‘several vecasions when pointed out to them as |

ITL.

7 WAS most hospitably enter-
tained by the dignified and un-
usually intelligent local chief
© at‘the summer village on Cape
Blessom, already referred fo.
He accompanied me in a round
of calls upon tho other and vis
iting chiefs, to all of whom he
presented me as the rapresgnm-
tive of the preat Tyone in
Washington, of whom they all
seemed to have heard, I was
received by these chiefs with
much native dignity, couplsd
with afl air of pleasurable satis,
g faction they made nu effort to
i conceal 1 exchanged presents
with all of them—a plug of navy Lobacco or

& paper of needles on my part, and a skin of

|
|
soma kind or pisco of carved ivory on theirs.
ym #&um mﬁ__k?mmad by
| them as a pledge of friendship on both sides,
€y were at once handed over, wore

B pleased to get the needles, with)

AN ESKIMO CAMP,

which they appear to be rather expert than
| othersvise. Among the latter were some yory
graceful forms and rather pretty faces, and 1
' have no donbt that quite a number of them,
after undergoing the renovating progess of
thorough ablution, would present a ruther at-
tractive appearancs,
Passing a couple of hours with these chisfs,
Imost of whom had come hundreds of miles
from their homes in the interior, while the
sailors were engaged bartering everything
they had with them for whatever the natives
had to offer in exchange, I' had an exceilent
though brief opportunity to study to some ex-

tent the character of thess momadic peo- |

ple. I found them—and I essume that
they wers representative of the entire
population  of all that vast and
practically unknown region lying between
' the Yuken River on the south and the Arctic
| Ocean on the north—mnot only frienaly, but
even pressing in their proffers of hospitality,
|such as they had to bestow. Whila in tho
tent of one of the chiefs, his wife, noticing a
reot in Ensign Wells' trousers, very kindly
| and rather peralstently offered to mend them
for him {f he would take thom off, and
'seemed very muech hurt becauss he
'would not accept her proffered kindness,
fthough he was not a littls pro-

fuse in thanking ber, all the same. 1

found them kind and affectionate toward

| thetr children, a trait characteristie of all the
| natives of Alaska, so far as my knowledge ex-
| tends, The husbands appear to be very obed-
ient to their wives, instead of vice versu, ag
i su to be the rule amon
uncivilized people. The wives an
| -ugh&erl Are not  treated a8  mare
8 of burden, os are the dusky women nad
of the forest und plain who live abe
Fhave thelr being mych nearer the centers of
civiligation; the busiand alwayg consulis nng
generally accepts the advice given by tlie wile
i all business transactions; he follows the
| chuse and provides the means of subsistence;
| she ma the parkas, the boots and the skin
| clothing generally, besides doing the couking,
The cio%hi_ng ul?' these interior hands (they
[Dave po tribul organization) like thoso inkals
|t the const, consists of furs, the sking of
|'the rejnieer being more extonsively utilized
| for thnt purpose than those of any uther aui-
mal. " A Tuoll guit of Eskimo clothing consisty
L " A Tull suit of Eski lothing
of a ka, pantaloons, boots, and sumetimes
inolu a  fur c”f," but pxcept  duriig
the ninter months 1he average Innuilt soorns
anyvthing in the shape of a cover for the
ead, @ paria is usually made dophle, sp
15 Lo providea garment with tur on Both sic o
‘bis men wear ope pair of pantaioons i sim.
(Iney, with the {ur inside, but in winter aileot
au uudergarment. generally of tanued tein-
ideer skin:’  the women wear  fwo
| pairs of peantaloons, one made of tanned

[feiideer<tawn  skin = worn  with the 1

Inr  inside, and  tho  other of coars. |

ee thaterial with the fur outside. The boots

lor wiuter wear are mede moestly of the skins

of reindeor legs apd reach about Lalf to
| the %!ihl&:?ol:- n:ﬁmnin: use are m‘;:!{ of
| beir sa with tops reaching mbove (e
| k1 ee, ¢ being o 501 --q_lF the thick
""9“' 2 Ok wTIEI m&wmm
[ﬂip : iy ‘“@%]19' d‘::n Ax,
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“Barrow by the furious gale of the 5th, of the
fury of which we had experienced a slight
taste while huddled on shore and lying at an-
, chor in Kotzebue Sound. The five vessels in
. question were lying at their anchorage on the
enst side of the point when the gale broke
upon them—an anchorage that had always
been considered perfectly safe as against west-
erly gales—but the whole five either dragged
their anchors or parted their cables, and wers
then thrown upon the bar lying a short dis-
tance to the eastward, except the schooner

Jane Grey, which drifted to leeward and was |

stove by fouling on grounded jce. No lives
/had been lost, and the Bear had on board all
Itha officers and men, except three or four who

thad remained at Point Barrow in the hope of |

finding a lay on some of the other whaling
‘wessels. Capt. Healy expressing the belief
‘that the two ships acting in concert could res-
cue the last named vessel, which he had left
afloat in the ice, though lying on her beam
ends, the day before, at the urgent sdlicitation
of Capt. Emory concluded to return with that
object in view, though fearful that he might
not have sufficient supplies with which to feed
all on board unless he made all due haste in
sailing for San Francisco,

The two ships were got under way at 1:45 a.
m.yand cruised all day to the north and east

pf Point Barrow, the ice pack b—eil;é-sighéed |
parly in the morning, but finally returned |
gud dropped their anchors to the eastward of }
the point without having seen or obtained
any information of the whereabouts of the
wrecked schooner, though either Cept. Emo-
ry or Capt, Keily, the master and principal
owner of the Grey, was constantly in the
crow's-nest, keeping a sharp lookout in all
directions. The Jane Grey was a new vessel
making her first voyage, and in her Capt
Kelly, a most estimable elderly gentleman,
bad invested every dollar of his means, At
the time of being wrecked she had not taken
a single whale, and the good captain relue-
tantly gave her up as lost, but was neverthe-
loss ly convinced that she must ere then
have been completely broken up in the ice,
Bo firm was be in that belief that Capt. Emo-«
ry was unable to persuade him into remaining
on board the Thetis, though he promised that
the search should be renewed and diligently
prosecuted, and if possible his lost vessel re-
Btored to him. He accordingly went on board
the Bear, which got under way about 11
o'clock and steamed around the stern of the
Thetis, homeward bound, amidst the parting
cheers of the officers and crew of the
latter, which were just as heartily
returned. “There,” said the gallant Em-
ory, ‘‘goes Healy with the turkey, lleaving
me the feathers only!” & remark inspired by
the regret he felt over the fact that be had
not been first on the ground to render assist-
nnca to the wrecked vessel; the Bear was re-
turning home with 150 wrecked seamen on
board, while thus far the cruise of the Thetis
had been distinguished by no one remarkable
occurrence that would be likely toreflact more
than ordinary credit upon her officers and
creéw, lreally believe our captain felt good
naturedly envious of the master of the Bear,
and would gladly have taken the inconven-
ience of having so many idle men on board
could he only have had the credit of having
rescued them from a by no means perilous
gituation. He evidently longed for an oppor-
tunity that would enable him to aecomplish

someching outside the rezular daily routine
L ve would not have been sorTy had
the powers abpve orderad another oceasion in |
which lie conld have bad the pleasure of say-
g a féw lives: the wrecked whulers having
IhII réached the sbore in safety hefore belog
taken un board the Bear, and wers in no im-
mediate distress o peril, as all could mnd
| Would bave Leen comiortably cared for Ly
the other whaling vessels; yeb the revenos
| steamer would get the credit of having res-
cied and taken them to their homes, and I
cuuldl |,Jl:|inJ;,'_ sce thnt our big-hearéd com-
magaer wasi't at all satisfied to bave it so,
though he volunteered no other remark than
thie one 1 bave quoted.

Very early next morning (August 19 the
ship was pot nnder way, the captain intend-
ing to take 4 run around among the whaling
vesstls, some fifteen or twenty of whom were
lying at anchor oft #he east side of the point.

| From the master of the Hosurio, the first ship
visitad, be Jenrned that the Thetls had been |
within two miley of the wrecked schooner |

i swhen she turned back from the search tue day |

" Lelore, the Rosarfd® being At the titme in her
immediate vicinity: bher master having no
kbowledge of the Thetis or her errand, mis-
faking Ler for a whaler, of course never
T:bull-,{,ht of pointing out the wreck. Return-
iz at ouce to his own ship, Capt. Emory sent
his navigator on board the Resario with a
chart of that part of the Arctic, for the
:-urilmnt: of locating thereon as near as might
e the position of the wreck when lust seen

the evening befare, and at 9:20 the ship was
plowing her way o' the eastward, the ice
pack being sighted at noon, only five or six
miles abead. At 2 she entered the heavy floe
ice, and steaming alung the edge of the pack
a distance of ten or twelvemiles, finally sight-
ed the wrecked schoamer, or “derelict,” as the
officers called her. On near approach she was
found to be lying on her beam ends, her masts
resting comlortably upon a couple of bhuge
cakes of ice, Defore entering the floa all the

| glassware and crockery had been safely se-
cured against breakage—a very timely pre-
caution, for otherwise it would certuinly have

| all been siashed to smithercens, Brought to

a dead stand-still by the great blocks of ice,

the ship wounld be backed away{rom it far

enough to get & good run, as'itwere, anid
then o into'it again at full speey, thus finally
breaking ber way through all obstacles, |
though at times she would be brought up with |
a shock that would well nigh throw us off our |
feet. A ship not especinlly designed for such ]
work would certainly have been stove-in for- |
ward, such was the force with which she |
rammed into great and apparently unyielding |
| bodies of ice. As it was, a magnifying ::hm.i
| of a thousand-leps power would not nave been
ahle to reveal a speck of paint on her hull, be-
low guards, when she again cast anchor off
Point Barrow., The bull and masts of the |
schooner waora found apparantly intact, except
as to a couple of boles which had been cut
into ber side shortly after she was wrecked
for the purpose of saving some of the most
valuable artleles in her cabin, and the ice
being sufficiently cleared away, lines were
made fast and she was hauled alongside, In
the meantime a northeasterly wind was
bringing the ice pack uncomiortably mear,
aud as soon as la the wreck was towed
out into comparativély clear wuter, where the
ship was brought to anchor in twenty fath-
oms, Here the holes in her side were secure- |
Iy covered with canvas, lines were muade fast
| to her top-heads, and the falls booked to the
top-mast-heads of the Thetis, and in less than
two hours she was right side up, though her
main deck was sevaral feet puder water, only
the emply oil easks she carried keeping her
afloat. A coifer-Uam was then placed in her
main hateh and the others battened down,
when the work of pumping her ont commen-
ced. In adaition to the Thetis' steam pump
and her “bandy billy,” the Grey's bilge pump
was brought intd requistion, the men who
manned the two latter standing at the start,
in the ice cold water neavly up to their arm-
pits,  When the Thetis first ran alongside the
wreck Capt. Emory summoned his officers
and crew wo the quarter deck, where in a fow
well chosen words he informed them thatb he
Eronnnai to waive all rights of salvage in be-
alf of Capt, Kelly, and asked them to do the
same, to which they one and all cheerfuliy
agreed. The officers and men worked like
Trojuns, even the stalwart, but altogether
genial paymaster, who is, of course, exempt
from such duty, getting down in the wator up
to his waist, and lending a band at the pumps,
It way altogether a most interesting, if 1ok |

thrilling scene—a dozen or more men con- |
stantly at the pumps, working asif for dear i
life to rescue valuable property which mizht |
have been their own, if in their generosity
they had not cheerfolly waived all elsim,
ever and anon breaking out into a jolly song,
led by the paymaster, and at intervals of half
en hour or so pausing Just long encugh o be |
| relieved or to take the liquid refreshient pas- |
| sed to them over the rafl by the ship’s surgeon,
The pumps had not been more than fairly
started, however, when it was found neces-
| sary to get under way, in order to escape the |
| pack which was rapidly coming down upon |
| us, and steaming out a safe distance the ship
1 was allowed to drift from midnight until 11
o'clock the next day, the wreck being securely
moored alongside, At the bour last mentioned
it was announced that there were not over
four inches of water remaining in the Grey's
hold, and she was then_dropped astern and |
the Thetis headed for Point Barrow, where |
she arrived about 1 o’elock on the morning of |
the 14th, Here it was found that the boons,
sails, detachable rigging, ete,, of the Grey had |
been saved by one of the whaling ships |
while gothers wers ahla and willing to |
furnish anything else that was lack- !
ing and necessary to put her in perfect |
trim. Anofficer and crew. were placed in her,
but there being no beach mearer than Port
Clarence where she could be “hove down” for
necassary repairs, it was decided to tow her to
that place on our way down, do the work
thare, and then dispateh her to San r rancisco
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| visiting the whalin

\arrival of the Thetis, Tk
\to the eastwara, bognthere

|waiting to be tickled wi
lexplosive 1 c| w:r.hnbomb-lm

}‘!lm]es had been t-.'iL'_en: the season Was an

_ESQUIMO GRAVES.

88 & Preseit from tha
Th‘%tis to Capt, Kallly. %
've remained at Peint Barrow g
i passing most of the time on EhOl‘ev Bnn(uilnri:?;

. tling ships, about twe
:ilc:«;:}fltywo'ﬁ Biyxlgt_nb :]mcz'hor in u;:ltgo:::
b retic whaling fleet for
:?:18?,‘»; gl{tl&:?mwwgl_eumpowfli of nine stea":]rl:
g ) salling vessals, of whic
number five had been wrecked hufore? 13;3;

cers aud crew 'of ths

of the sailing vessals, when w

aoiut. Whils & number had gun: {;m :t]ll:%r:‘?:
th&rdilaloug the edge ofthe ice fleld, where
ﬁnﬂy oped to find what they bad failed to

d to the eastward—at Jeast a fow bowheads

ce or an

Hut faw

J tameunally open one, and the masters were in a

| amnexceptionally opan

quandary which way to venture, If they
weht too far east or north, a north or north-
elist wind was likely to bring the ice dowp and
shut them ing but nearly all were inclined to
start in the direction of Herald Island, where
they would be safe from the ice no matler
how the wind listed. The sciling vessels in-
variably put out from Point Barrow not
later thap the middle of August, but this was
ason, and they had
bes:tated whether it would not be safe and
more profitable to move in the opposite

-

|'direction, They were generally of the
|opinion _that a steamer properly equipped
| would find little difficulty in making the
| morthwest passage, and 1 am quite sure the

captain of the Thetis was exceedinglv sorry
Lis orders did not permit bim to attempt it
In former years some of the whaling v
bad gone as far east as thse month of the
Muckenzie, 540 miles from FPoint Barrow, an
it was believed that some of the steamel
then absent in that direction might have
ventured beyond that point. The Thetis in |
her search for thé wrocked schooner ran as
far north as 2%, without enconntering the
fleld ice, apd in myv opinion the sumimsr of
1888 would have besn a most favorable ene for
vArctic research. The Arctie currents here
set stendily to the northeast, and undoubtediy
carry the ice with them, sweaping around to
the southward on the Atlautic side of the
continent,

While lying at Point Barrow the Thetis and
the whaling ships were kept et «d in what
might be termed o continual gnme of shindy.
First, a west or northwesterly wind would
ranessitase an immediate chnnea olanchorace

I from the west to the east side of the point,
| where the hooks would scarcely get settled in

pood holding ground before a chango in the
wind - wonld send them all  sourry-
ing around to the other side again, and turn-
ingr in at night I was always in doubt as to
which side I was on when 1 turned out in the
morning. 1 foond time, however, to visit
nearly all the w ships, finding the
masters an uny 1 intelligent  and
ultogether jolly sot of wen, whom it would be
s pleasure to meet anywhere and '.ill(lt!!’iilm{).-il
any circumstavces. They welcomed us with
all the hospitality their ships could afford,
wera generous to a faulk, nnd we soon found
that the expression of a desire to buy any of
the skins or curios they bad secured wos
tantamount to begging them as a pift: they |
would give freeiv and  without sting, but
wonld sell us notiling whatever at any | rice
They Wwere pussessod of many things they had
Bought from the navives, which the oflicers of
the Thetis ns well as mysall woold bave
esteemed it a great favor to be permitted to
Ly, Lutswe could not make en oifer in that
direction without potting ourselves fn the
position ofbopgars, ;
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Poiiit Barrow s a low, [alsond-spib, that

| projgets about eight miles to.the. nortivward

| for #bout the same

from the main coast line, the lattor terminat-
miz gt Cape Smythe, thence t ying eastward
and, togzether
in front of

with a stretch of sand baun
it, forming what son's Bay.
From thence the Arctic coast trends a Little
south of east to the wmouth of the
Mackenzie River. This coastis iudented by
numerons bays, & averal large riversnie
supposed to flow into the Arctic on the Alusin
side of the boundary line, though litte is
known of any of them, except the Colville,
which was partially explored by Lieut. How-
ard, U; 8 N., in 886, This intrepid young
officer, being one of the Stouey party, as
cended the Kowak, or Putnam, BEiver in the
wintér of 18856, traversed the Portage be-
tween its headwatlers and those of the Col-
ville, descendingz which last toits mouth, he
then made his way along the coast (o Foint
Barrow.® |

The Stomey exy
Secrotary of the Na
ing the Kowak Riv

cistence of which wus
originally reporte department by that
olloor, 4 llotenant in the navy, Stoney was onoe
of the oficers of the United Etates stepmer
Regers, which w In search of Des Long nud
lils party, and which was burned It Bt. Lawrance
Bay, Eiheria, In the winter of 1880-1.° The natives
liviuge at 81, Lawre

Ba
officers and  crew of the R

having treated the

era with great kind-

ness, Stone us pfterwards seat by our govern-

ment as bearer of presents to them, and while on

his way home in the revenus euntter Cor-

win, he was Informed by o native chief of

the existence of a large river whicl the ¢hief said

emptied tnto Hotham [nlet, near which the Cor.
win wis then [viog at anchor. At his request, he

was furplshed a boat by the commander of the

Corwin and, while thnt vessal was completing

her crulse in the Arctie, und and entered the

month of the river in question, which he aseended

for some distance, 1 far us koown, the
first wiiltea mun who had ever gesn it.  On bis re-
wurn to Washington, on the strength of his repres
| Y.

fhera are two native villages on Point Bar-
‘row—Ooglaamis, &t Cape Smythe, and Noo-
wook, at its extreme northern end, The lat-
ter is the larger of the two, having a popula-
tion of perhaps 250 people, the former boast-
ing not over half that number. On the point,
midway between the two villages, there is &
summer rendezvous at which the natives
gather during the months of July and A_u-
gust to shoot eider ducks, myriads of which
are wont to collect in a lagoon which connects
on the east side with Elson’s Bay. The offi-
cers of the Thetis went off to this place about
midnight on opw occasion and camse back at
breakfast time with fowls enough to supply
the cabin mnd wardroom messes for nearly &
fortnight, and they claimed that it wasn't &
very good night for duclks either,

Complaints having been made to ma by the
master of a whaling ship that a still was in
operation somewhere in the neighborhood,
with which either the natives or some white
man was making net only an jllicit but &
most abominable intoxicating liquor, I went
ashore at Noowook. accompanied by an afficer
and guard, for the purpose of breaking 1tt|;1P
in case it could be found. Proceeding 1o 3
|topek (tent) of the prineipal chief, I ta;;
|that august person absent on & hunt. 1‘;
' second chief was also absent, but the men an

women whom I found cogupy g the gent &




NOOWOORK PRINCESS.

“kpowledged that there had been o still in the

e fOr one or both of the skins, T tenr BT 1

village, but said that it had been thrown
away, becanse the matives could get all the |
whisky they wanted atthe Cape Smythe whal-
ing station. That they were able to procure
it from some source was evident enongh, and
thelr statement in that particular tallied ex- |
actly with what had been told me by some of
the whaling masters, Not wishing to act has-
Sy, T left a request for the chisf, who was
expected home that night, tocall on meaboard
the ship the next day, and took my leava.
The chief came in complinnce with the re- |
quest, accompanied by & number of other na- |
tives, among them all who were present in |
his tent the day before, On being questioned
they one and all denied most positively hav- |
ing any knowledge whatever either of the
manufacture or sale of intoxicating liquor a
the whaling station, those whom 1 had inter-
viewed the day befora claiming that their
words bad been incorrectly interpreted. All
efforts at finding out where they procured the
vile stuff, and get it they do, were of no avail;
but I becams pretty wellsatisfied that the agent
atthe whaling station, being obliged tolive all
alone among these people during the entirs
winter, would not think of endangering bis
own life by selling them a drink which would
craze rather than intoxicave, and thus render
a sojourn among them extremely bazardous,
Nor could I believe any considerable number
of the whaling masters capable of engaging
in a trade not only nefarious but actually
criminal; but that a few do take advantage
of the Eskimo's inordinate appetite for strong |
drink is alsolutely certain. The Point Bar-
row natives are not unlike the penerality of
Alaskan uative people in their fondness’for |
Intoxicants, of the quality of whizh they are
incapable of judging except by the nmount of
drunkenness they effect, and will barter any-
thing they possess for enough liquor, however
vile it may be, to insure a single drunken de-
bauch. By way of illustration: A rather in-
telligent appearing native and his wile came
aboard at Noowook, bringing with them a
couple of very fine Polar bear skins, for each |
of which they demanded a rupuubin? rifle; |
they would take neither flour, cloth, clothing,
ngdur, shot, lead or anything else that would
useful to them, Some of the officers offered
goods Lo the full cash valne of two such rifles
as they demanded for eachskin, which being
refused, I bethought me of a fancy, many
colored lap-robe I had in the eabin, and send-
ing forit, I offered thatin exchange for one
of the skins; but that, too, was peremptorily
declined. Being made to understand that it
was unlawful to trade or give them breech-
loading puns, and that consequently the
could get none on board our: ship, and nﬂ
efforts at a trade having failed, I ﬂnﬂl|§'|
selected the best skin and asked the man if he |
would trade it for whisky, and if so, how
much of thatcontraband commiodity he would
be willing to take. 1 would most cheerfully
have given him §50 for the skin, and then
wonld not have paid more than balf its actual
cash value in the market; but they have-no
knowledge of the value or use of money, aud
it would bhave been useless yo make bim an
offer of that kivd, Tue lellow’s face bright-
ened up and a broad, expectant smile spread
over his not altogether prepossessing counte-
nance when my question was {ntervreted to
him, and be at cuce anuswered it in Yankee
fashion by eagerly inquiring if 1 had any
whisky and if I would really ttade some of 1t

wouldn’t like to say until I kuew how

ie would take for one or hoth of the ;Ii:?:}
whereupon he walked to the ather side of the
deck, consulted his wife and a Young man and
woman whom [ eoncluded were relatives, and
coming back in & moment or two, informed
me that be would take four bottles for one or
eight bottles for the two, indicating with his
hands the length and ei reumferencs of n
quart bottie, I affected great surprise that
be sllotlltl‘ ask so much, and haggled over the
metter with him until, dropping a quart at a
time, halcoulfln"l, have -ii‘uppedoi-lm Price any
lower wuhuu!- naming it in pints instead of
quarts. In short, rather than get no whisky
atall, he was willing to trade tho skins fora
quart of whisky each, and ask no questions
s to quality. He was very much chagrined
when I informed him that I bad no whisky,
and that if 1 bad I wouldn't givehim a Eillgl[‘!
drink of it for both skins, Then it dawned
upon his mind that I was about to read him a |
lecture, and ealling to his people to follow, he
tirew the skins over the side of the ship into

his oomiak and made all the haste possible to
get away from a vessel in which he could not
obtain what he evidently considered a fair
equivalent for what he had to =ell. He was
determined to have breech-loading guns or |
whisky for those skins, and the fact that they |
were pext day presented to an officer of the |
Thetis by one of the whaling captains was
pretty good evidence that he finally got one of
the equivalents aforesaid. That a few of the
whaling captains take advantage of this in-
herent weakness of thess poor people and
trade them either pure spirits or the cheapest
and most villainous intoxicants for whatever |
of value they have to barter thers is little
doubt; but I am fully persuaded that a ma-
jority of them are too conscientious to indulze
in such a violation of the law, the mora espe-
cially as, waiving the question of injury done |
to the natives, they would by such a pragice |
endanger the lives of their fellow officers and ’
seamen, whoare liable at almost any time to
become castaways among an ignorant people,
crazed and madedangerous by drink. The law
prohibiting the importation and sale of breech-
loading firearms is, however, treated as a
dead letter by the whalers, and the native at
Point Barrow or elsawhere on tlie coast or
islands to the north and west of Sitka whois
able to buy finds no difficulty in supplying
himself with a repeating rifle and plenty of
tixed ammunition, In fact, the Point Barrow
people buy all such arms they are able to pay
for, not for their oWn use alone, but for the
purposes of trade with the natives of the in-
terior, from whom they receive reindeer and
| other skins in exchange., This traflic is car-
|ried on to such an extent that the people
| who live on the Kawak, Nowatag and Seal-
| wik, the three large rivers that flow into Hot-
| ham Inlet, many of whom I met at the Cape
EBlossom encampment, are quite generally sup-
plied with eflective, if not indeed the most
modern  improved ‘breech-loading guus
Though charged, to a certain extent at least,
with the duty of seeing this law enforced, 1
was not inclined to proceed to any greater ex-
tent in that direction than might be actually
necessary to keep the conscience within me
quiet; this, for the reason thatI bad long
before become convinced that not only can no
harm come to the whites by permitting the

sale of such arms to the natives, but that, on
the other hand, it is a eruel injustice wo de-
| prive them of the benefits to ba derived from
their use. They live almost wholly by
the chase, and the (ew whales they may be
able to take when the ice first opens near
shora in the early summer—on the flesh of the
walrus, the seal, the reindeer, wild fowl and
whale blubber., In addition to this, all their
garments are made from the skins of the
reindeer and hair-seal, while the hide of the
walrus fornishes tbe material out of which
all their boats are made. The walrus, once so
lentiful, is rapidly going the way of the
uffalo; where a few years ago there were
countless thousands of these animals, S0 es-
sential to the domestic economy of the na-
tives along the const of Behring Sea and the
Arctic Ocean, there are only hundreds now;
their numbers are being depleted every year
! by white men armed with repeating rifles, by
whom they are slnughtered for the ivory
alone, and who, following along the ive pack
or field, where the native dure not venturs in
| his frail craft, frighten awa further and fur-
| ther every year the atimals they do not kill
| The whales, too, ara becoming scarcer every
ear, and it is seldom now that the natives of |
vint Barrow bave the good fortuns to secure
one, Our white people go there and take
their whales, kill and drive off their walrus,
and goyernment enjoins through a solemn en-
actrment of Congress that the people whose
| every means of existence is thus imperiled
sball not be allowed weapgns the po-sesion of
|'which wounid in some little measure enable
them toreplace that which the white man has
taken, and i3 taking from tbem, Years ago,
in the interest of a great corporation, Con- |
gress onacted a law making it illegal for any |




Alaska or the waters thereof;” now let it ex-
tond a little of its protection to the natives
themselves by amending that law so as to in-
clude the walrus, Unless that is done it will
not. be many years before the walrus will
bave becomeé a thing of the past, so far as the
walters of Alaska are concerned. And tho law

hibiting the importation of breech-loading
firearms into Alaska should be repealed as to

islands, The natives of tke northwestern sac-
tion will have them despité all the laws that
can be enacted; if they cannot procure them
from the whaling ships there is nothing to
hinder their geiting them from the Siberian
coast, to which they journey every sumimer
for the purposes of trade and barter, Itisa
law almest absolutely impossible of enforce-
ment, and 1 know of mo legal process by
which a native ban be deprived of his gun
once he bhas bought and paid for it, unless the
government engages in the very small busi-
ness of trying to enforcs the customs laws
agninst this wholly ignorant and poverty
stricken people. BEut, on the other hand, the
most strenuous efforts should be made to pre-
vent the importation, manufacture and saie
of intoxicating liquors among them. It is p-
parent, howaver, that owing to the great
extent of Alaskan coast line no very effective
measures to prevent the importation of intox-
icants can be taken except at the ports from
whence vessals satling for Alaska take their
departure, If they are permitted to safl with
articles of illicit trafiic on board, a dozen rev-
enue steamers constantly patroling the coast
would not prevent them from being landed,
The whaling fleet, and now and then a govern-
ment steamer, are the only vessels that venture
into the Arctie, and if each of the first named
were carefully guarded whils taking on sup-
lies, the illegal and pernicious traffic might
in a great measure broken up. A sailor
with whom 1 conversed on the way down told
me that three years before a whaling ship of
which le was the first officer, bad on board
fifty barrels of whisky and 100 breech-londing
guns intended for trade with the natives;
while lying off Poiut Barrow a steam whaler
bove in sight which they mistook for the rev-
enue cutter, whersupon, not having time to
land and cache the liquor, it was all poured
into the sea, while the cases containing the
guns were hung over the side of the ship and
sunk out of sight until their mistake was dis-
covered, when they were taken up and after-
wards disposed of to the natives,

My stay of nearly a week at Point Barrow,
enabled me to inquire at some length into the
character, habits and customs of the people
who inhabit the Arctic coast, assuming, of
course, that being Innuits, or, as they are
more commonly called, Iiskimos, there is no
material difference as between the several vil-
ln%es. They are, to all appearances, a healthy,
robust people, in complexion and feature not
|| unlike the natives of southeastern Alaska—
| copper colored yet lighter than the typical

North American Indian—with bLrown’ eyes,
| and straight, coarse, black hair, The men
. are generailyh beardless, and I saw but two or
‘three, and they of an advanced age, whose
| faces carried anything in the shape of whis-

kers, and in their cascs the hairs wers short
| and scattering. The younger women are not
at all bad looking, but on the whole rather
symmetrical in torm and feature; their bands
and feet are small, and they are altogether
graceful in their movements. They impressad
me as being kind and gentle in "disposition,
exceedingly hospitable, very affectionate to-
wards their children, Lut not imbued with a
very high appreciation of the virtue of chast-
ity. There is no warriage ceremony among
thom, but they enter upon the marital relation
at a very early age, and the wile seems to
have an equal, if not controlling, voice in the
direction of domestic affairs. She is invari-
a.bl{ consulted when a trade is on the Yapis,

I noticed that when trading with the offi-

ccers and men the husband never closed a bar-
gain bowever  trifling, without the
wile's mssent, In  some spects  at
least they are a smot amia and
accommodating people In one of the
topeks (tents) I found & man and a woman,
who I supposed was his wife, but in a con-
versation during which I referredto the wo-
man as such, he took occasion to inform me
that she was not his wife, but the spouse of a
friend with whom be had made a temporary
exchange of wives. Ho said that his own
wife was goungur and’ stronger than

friend’s, and that he had fet the friend bave
his wife to go” with him on a hunt in the
mountaing, and taken the other as a substitute
during higabsence; when his friend returned
his own wife would come back to him, and
the substitute return to ber own lord and
master; On further Inquiry 1 ascertained
that such temporary exclhiange of wives was an
established custam, to which the wives them-

short in stature both the men and women,
generally, except those of advanced age, ure

\

but natives “‘to kill any Twi-beering animal i e——— | VOTY BUr0

all parts of the territory except the seal |

selves very seldom madd objection. Though!
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endurance; were it otherwiss, they could not
live and dress as they do and long exist in so
rigorouns a climate, They have no religion,
'no form of worship, belleving in but ons
| spirit and that an evil one, to whom they as-
cribe their every misfortune, and whom they
are wont to frequently exorcise bysdficant-
ation. Thay have no means of keeping a rec

ord of their ages, but it is safe to assume that
because of the hardships and exposures they
are obliged to undergo in their bard st.t-nggda
for existence, none aver attain what would be
ordinarily considered old age among a more
favored people. They have, necessarily, sum-
mer and winter habitations—the latter being
almoest entirely underground, and babitable
only wheu the earthissolidly frozen: in warm

weather, when thg ground thaws on the sur-

face, the water takes and holds undisputed
possession of their tenements; as soon as the
ground freezes in the early fall, they ure
cleared of the ice and water, and the topeks,

which have afforded them shelter in the mean-
time, are abandouned till the summsar comes

again, when they are driven by the water
frony their igloos like rats out of their holes,

Except they are o little more subterranean

these winter houses are very similar to the
barrabaras of the Aleuts which I have alrendy
deseribed.  The name of the underground
dwelling, in their language, is “igloa” 1
looked into some of ﬁwm-—llmy were all

vacant at the time—und to me it seemed in-
conceivable how human beings could burrow
for eight or nine months of the year in such

| contracted, miseralle holes, and vet live out
balf the ycars allotted as the average life of
| map, The timbers and whale's ribs support-
ing tbe earthen walls, and the walls as waell,

were covered at least an inch thick witha
grien, damp, nasty smelling mold, and the
floor of both hut and entrance gallery or tan-
nel, covered with ice and water. They one
and all consisted of & single room not more
than ten by twelve feet in dimension, some
not so large, and into such a narrow compass,
I was  told, balf & dozen men,

NOOWOOK CHIEF, Y
women and children (the latter are compara-
tively few in nuinber)were wont to live dur-

ing the long wister mouths—from October to
June. ‘The topeks are constructed of reindeer |
skins stretehed on a frame-work of drifiweod
or riks of the whale, and rude and worthless
as they appear, can be set up ouly at the ex-
pense of a great ceal of time and labor, A
whaling eaptain told e of a Noowook native
who had been seven years collecting sufficlent
driftwooid and whales' ribs with which to con-
struct the topek in which he was then living;
then the reindear skins for the covering are
only obtained by long journeys into the inte- |
rioy, principally in the winter months, and in-
volving much jabor and great bardships, Al-

| together the lot of the Arctic native, con-

(world. Nor do I think so/llithy a peopla can

tented as be appears, is not one to be envied
by even the lowest and mesnest of human be-
ings who live in aliost any other part of the

be found existing anywhere on the globe
That they are very social in their habits
may be inferred from what I have already
said. They never strike or inflict upon their
childfen corporeal punishment of any kind,
and, unlike the natives in some other parts of
Alaska, are exceedingly eareful of and zeal- |
ous in providing for the wauts and comfort of |
their aged and helplesd parents or other rela- |
tives. On tbhe other hand, they neither bury
nor cremate their dead; the bpdies of de-
crased persons are merely carried out some
little distance from the villagoe and laid on the

tundra, in which it would be dififeult to dig a
grave, withao other ceremony than a proces-
sion of yelatives and friends toand from the
place whers the body is left. If the dead per-
son bea man, his sled and hunting gear are
broken to pieces und Iaid on the body; if a
woman, her sewing kit*and perhaps some
| housebold utensils siic bas bsen pecnstomed to
use are placed at lier side; after first baving

| been broken or rendered useless. No attern-
) Al 4 Bl

tion is a urds paid to the o5, W
are.usually devoured by the dogs: |
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A FATIVE OF POINT BARTROW.

Aside from my ow?’personnl observation
while at Point Barrow and other points ca the
Arctio coast, I was able to glean a large
amount of interesting information from the
Eskimo half-breed interpreter taken on board
at 8t. Michaels, The native whaling season
was ended before our arrival in the Arctic,
a8 also the season during which they hunt the
walrus and bair senl, The seals are taken
through the ice, the season beginning as soon
gs the water adjncent to the shora is frozen
over in the fall, and lasting until the Ice is
driven off sbkore in the spring. They have
two ways of taking seals—with spears and
nets.  The reader’ will wonder how it can be
possible to use nets in waters that are covered
with from three to seven feet of ice, but the
Point Barrow people, I am assured, take more
feals in that way than with the spear. The
seal must havesrir, and either makes for him-
sell and keeps open an air hole, or else secks
one alread v made. When the natives discov-
er one of these air holes, they proceed to sat;
their nets, one of which I saw and examined;
it was made of whalebone, with meshes large
enough to admit the head of aseal without/
permitting the passage of his body, and was,
perhaps, thirty feet in length and about
haif that in width, These nets areset by dig-
ging holes in the ice about the length of the
nel distant from each other, through one of
which a walrus hide theng, one end of which
is attached to the net and the other end
weighted with a stone, is dropped, and by
means of a long pole with hoop attachment,
drawn up through the other. The net is by
this means pulled under the ice and into the de-
sired position, its bottom edge being weighted
with stones, which eauses it to bang taut and
perpendicular fn the water, the thongs at
either end being secured to stakes setin the
upper surface of the ice. In this way the air
hole is practically surrounded by nets, The
seal, making for bis breathing place from any
direction, encounters the net, usually with
such force as to loosen one of the lines from
the stake, and in his struggles to get clear en-
tengles himself in the net and drowns, when
b is drawn ont through the other hole. An-
‘other plau is to suspend a single net afow feets
under the ice, with a line attached to each
corner so as to hold it in a horizontal posi-
tion, thus completely covering the approach
to the air bole. Later in the season a great
many are speared at the air holes, but as is
the caso In netting them, & great deal of silent,

_patient watchfulness must beexercised. Find-

]

g an air IolE, The native whio préafers tng
spear to the net places in it what might be
termed an indicator, which forewarns him of
the coming of the seal. This indicator con-
sists of a small feather fitted into the upper
end of a thin strip of bone or ivory, which is
sot uprightin a bar across the hole, into which
it projects n foot or more, These air holes
are quite smgll at the surface, and the spear
must Le thrown with unerring aim to be ef-
fective. Thisfeatber indicator sat, the native
stands patiently by and awaits the coming of
the seal, and I am told rarely misses his aim.
The spear is made of ivory, with toggle-joint,
and so fastened to the shaft that it detaches
itself when the blow is delivered, a stout line
of walrus hide, however, to which it issecure-
ly attached being the means by whieh the
seal is secured after he is struck. The watch-
| er at one of these air holes frequently lures
the seal out, or hastens his coming, by occa-
| sionally seratching on the ice with a sed ofl
| seal claws fastened on a wooden handia. Fav-|
ing fastened a seal with his spear, the native
then sets about getting bim to the surface,
which he does by enlarging the hole, a task
involving considerabla labor, This is done|
with an ivory pick, attachod most generally

to the shaft of his spear, the ice as fast as

lonsened being removed by means of an in-
geniously contrived scoop or dipper mads of
walrus thong and having & long bandle,
They venture many miles cut on the pack in
pursuit of seal, remaining for days at a time,
their food being carried tothem by the women
and children,

1t was a source of regret to me that I was |
not efforded an opportunity of wituessing the |
killing of either a whule, wulrus or polar bear,
and yet, us to the latter animal, the gratiflea-
tion of such a desire would pecessitate s win-
ter’s sojourn in a region where it cannot be
said *‘thera is no night,” for the reason that it
is all night and no day—though a polar bear
is occasionally found on the islands of Behring
Yea and on the mainlaud, where they have
been left by the receding ice, That these an-
imals, the terror of the Eskimo, grow to enor-
mous size 1 can readily believe from the sizo
of a skin which 1 obtained at Poigt Barrow—

eight and one-hnif feet wide and ten and one-
half feet long when spread out, allowing
nothing for the head and leg extensions, This |
animal must certainly have weighed notless|
than 2,000 pounds. 1 hey are generally found |
on the ice or in its immediate vicinity, and

are the inveterate foe of the walrus; the eking |
| are of little value, except when the animal is
| iilled during the winter,

I 1t must not be interred from what 1 have
written that all the natives of the Arctic coast
engage in senling during the winter months

A part of them, especiglly those who aire sups
plied with guns, go far south and east into the
wterior to hunt the reindeer, trap wolves and
fuxes, and to trade with the peaple there, re-
turning in time for the whaling season, which
begins as soon as the ice begins to open in the
spring or early suimnmer, It would seem, how-
over, thnt as to the Ilatter pursuit,
they would era this have ' become
at least a little discouraged. Beasin
ofter season passes without a  whale
being tnken by them at perlaps balf the set-
tlements, yet they persevere, and as regularly
u5 the season rolls around the whaling parties
are fitted out, and the oftener than otherwise
unsuecessful bunt for whales js renewed,
Discournged with their want of success, soma
go off to the east, others to the south, to har-
ter seal oil and blubber for reindeer and other
gkins;  others scatter ' along the coast
or into the interior to hunt and fish,
&0 that in the summer months the wvil-
lages ara largely deserted, Those who are too
poor to own firearms eke oot n iniserable ex-
istence by eatching voung reindeer, and tak-
ing water fowl, In taking the latter an ivory
spear with a long and slender shaft, the latter
baving three or four long ivory barbs in the
middle, is used. It is thrown frem a hand
board with great force and precision a dis-
tanca of twenty-five to thirty yards, and if
the spear itself misses, the middle barbs are
nlmost certain to catch and either kill or dis-
able the bird, Another contrivance for tak-
ing birds consists of & number of slender
thongs of equal Jength tied securely together
at one end; on the opposite side of each thong
or cord a stone of perhaps an
ounce in  weight i85  securely fas-
tened; grasping this implement at the united
suds tha eords the native hurls it inta »

flock of birde, and rarely fails to secure one

or more. If the bird is not killed one or more |
ol the cords js almost certain to twine Il.sal!l
prevents him {from flying away, or il struck
when on the wing is sure to bring bim to the

about its neck, and the weight of the stones
ground. They adhere largely to. th use of |
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| bone, stone and Ivory implements, and still

retain the art of chipping flint and shaping
it into spear and arrow heads. Men, women
and children all smoke and chew tobacco, and
a complete collection of their different styles
of pipes, of wood, stone and carved bone and
ivory, would fill a fair-sized case in one of the.
eastern museums. I saw some pipes
that were most ingeniously constructed of
nothing more than empty cartridge shells,
and others the bowls of which were made of
the mecks of ordinary gleass bottles, The
ivory pipes, which are generally most elabor-
ately carved, have a flanged Lowl from one
to two inches in length, with a base not more
than sufficiently large to hold tobaceo enough
for two or three wh?ﬂ‘a at most, The stems
are made most generally of two pioces of
ivory fitted and lashed closaly togather svith
seal thong or sinew, the contact sides first be-
ing grooved, though I procured some of the
stems and bowls of which consist of a single
piece of ivory, through which holes have

-

ESKIMO PIPE AND TOBACCO POUCH.
been drilled from end to end, by
what means [ was wunable to ascer-
tain, Whar those good people who
regard smoking in the light of a pernicious
habit as practiced by the white people would
say could they see an Eskimo indulging in his
or ber pipe, would bo interesting to hear.
The Eskimo smoker first fills the Eottom of
the bowl with reindeer hair, and on top of
that places a bit of tobacco not larger than
a buckshot, and then settles down for a single
long-drawn dranght, which completely fills
the lungs with bad-smelling smoke from the
combination of hair and tobaeco, He or she
holds this smoke in the lungs until the smoker
must either let go or suflocate—and it is not
surprising that, as the Eskimo uses tobaceo, a
singls whiff should constitute a whole
“smolke,”

Tattooing I found to be one of the fine arts,
50 to speak, among these people; it is prac-
ticed among all the people I met or visited
from St. Michael's to Point Barrow, though
confined elmost exelusively to the [emales,
It extends no further, however, so faras 1
was able to observe, than to the indelible
stain of Trom one to three stripes extendin
from the mouth to a point under the cbin. §
could not Jearn that it was anything more
than a mere fashion, though every woman
and girl that 1 met was thus marked. 'The
only explanation I could get was from an old
native at Port Clarence, who said, with a leer
doubtless meant for a surecastic smile, “makea
look good, heap, plenty,”

From a man named Kelly, who has lived
several years among the Eskimwos of the Arc-
tie coast, and who speaks their language, 1
lenrned that they claim to be indigencus to
the country in which they live—that they
originally inhebited the mouutainous region
on the north side of Kotzebue Sound before
the surface of the Arctic land was changed,
aund before the northern portion of it rose
from the sea.

Altogether, the natives of the Behring Sen
and the Arctic const are rether an interest-
iug people, and I shall always regret that my
stay among them wasso limited as to preclude
a wmore thorough inquiry into their character,
customs and habits

It wuar my earnest desire to see a whale
taken, and to b: permitted to join in the
chass, but being short of eoal and having the
rescued schoonér to tow to where she could
be liove down and repaired, it was impossible
for the Thetis to uccompany the whaling
fleet to the westward as far as
Herald and  Wrangell Islands, as was
Capt, Emory's- origiual intention. 1 spent!
considerable time on the whale ships, how-!
ever, and from some of their masters gleaned
a great deal of, to me, interesting informa-
tion, being shown the implements with which
the buge cetaceans ure killed, the mauner of
bandling them, and having explained to ma
the mode of “cutting in"” the whale after he 15|
taken, The whales ave genersily caught near

| the ice puck, elovg the edge of which the!

ships eruise for hundreds of miles northand|
east from Point Barrow from July to the last’
of August, and lster to the westward,
as far as' Herald and Wrangell 1sl-
ands. . The ships are obliged to {les the ocean,
however, as soon 6s the new ice beging to’
form. When the whales migrate to the spath
is not cartuinly known, but they ara supposed
to Tollow close nfter the ships, as they are
obliged to seek &e‘n water,  In taking them
the old . harpoon is no longer used;

| east, nona of which, however, was directly
|encountered. At 2 p. m. on the 20th

< it has been superseded by more modern fm- |
lements called  the barpoon-cun and the
bomb-lance, Whether it bb the harpoon-gun
or lanee, if the whale isstruck he isreasonably
certain to be secured, unless the line to
whicl the missile is attached parts, in which
cnse he either sinks or escapesupder the ice.
The tight with a whala s always at close
quartsrs, the boat rushes npon him when he
rises, and the shor beine fived. or the lanes
thrown, from a distange of 1ot more than
lfteen to twenty feet, Contrary to the pre-
vailing general impression, the bowhead,
(the only specics songht in the Aretic),
very seldom shows flght, and when
one i8 wounded all that {8 neces
o1y 10 the satety of the boats is to keep elear
of his flukes. Ho can only see strajght ahead
or at right angles, a fact which enables those
in pursuit to stealthily approach him aud deal
bim a mertal wound before he Is awers of the
presence of an enemy. The bLoats are not in-
frequently rowed squarely scross his back as
he rises to spout, and the thrust riven or shot
fired from & posilion imwmediately over him.
The size of the bowbead varies, in whalars'
rarlance, from seventy-live to 100 barrels,
lis maximum length is about sixty |
feet, apd his approximate weight abont |
twenty-five tons,  The heud constitutes sbout
one-third of his length; the girth in the
the lorgest {)art is from’ thirty to forty feet,
and the tail from fifteen to twenty feot from
tip to tip and correspondingly thick, His
prineipal value is for the bene, which is the
first thing secured when one' is taken: the gil
alone would not pay the expenses of the voy-
age, eéven though all a ship could carry might
be Becured. The bone of a 100 barral whale is
worth all the way from 27,000 to £10,000, the
oil not much, if any, more than one-tenth as
i 170 b Oontined
f ] mm.mnr 3

Leaving Point Barrow at 9:30 p. m. August
18, the Thetis stood to the southwest, with tha
Jans Grey towing astern, and a stiff westerly
breéaze threatening a gale which would bring
the fce down upon her. At midnight thera
weas a heavy fall of smow, with frequent
squalls of similar character following ab in-
tervils until noon the next day. At 4 o'clock
in the morning the ice pack was in sight, and
at 11:80 more ice was sighted to the south-

the anchor was dropped off the coal wveins,
about twenty-five miles east of Capo Lis-
burne, and & boat sentashore toa houseontha
beach where we had been told we wouldfinda
man pamed Kelly, who it appears proposed
locating a claim on one of the larper veins,
but it was found to be empty, nor did the offi-
car of the boat find any sign of coal near it,
The next morning the ship was got under way
and steamed slowly along the coast to the
eastward, keeping a good lookout for are-
portet new discovery. Before leaving Foiut
Barrow a couple of men who had belonged to
onne of the wrecked whaling shipe, were
shipped ns sailors on board the Jane Grey, |
and one of these asserted Lhat on his way up,
Lis ship had enchored in the vicinity
twhere wa  then. were, and  that
whils on sghore he had found an immense
vain of eeal trom which bis then captain had
mined several tons, and it was this vein wa
wera in search of. Again letting go the an-
chor, the steam launch was sent off to explors i
tie coast to the eastward and one of the .
whaleboats dispatched in the opposite direc-
tion, Chief Engincor Lowe went in the lat-
ter, and I made one of the party in the
launch, taking with me the captain's fowling-
piece. The chief enginear found a coal wein
of goodly dimensions not over a mile from
whers & landing bad been made the day
before, but the saiior insisted that it was not
the vein we were looking for, though it was
large enough for sll practical purposes—
would supply all the coal we would possibly
be able to get on board. Accordingly the
ship got under way, the launch having re-
turned, and ran about three miles to the west-
ward, where she anchored off what we call
Lowe’s vein, Going ashors with the mining
force that was sent off, the sailor and mysell
'walked along the beach a mils or mare to the |
| eastward, seeing numercus voins of cogl, soms
| large and some small, eropping out in the face
of the high bluffs ]heﬁu veins, l_rI:l_lx_ in e
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Thearly horizontal pesition, one ubove another, |
varied from s few incheg Lo gight of ten feet
i thickness, the smallest being uppermost.
Returning to whergthe men had begun min-
ing, we continued on another milh
ta the westward, seeing conl seams
varying in Bize, all the way
and finally came upoi the ona the sailor called
his “new discovery.” HereI found a vein,
tun outerop of which extended on a slight in-
cline down the [ace of the nlmost perpendicu-
lar cliff to its base, and thence across the
beach into the watér, bencath the surface of
which it could be seen for a distance of sav-
eral rode  This vein I found by actual meas-
urament to be thirty-two feet thick, and from
it hundreds of thousauds of tons might be
minad without expense in the sinking of shafts
or purchase of boisting machinery. Retraciog
my steps | found the men bad already mined
mud sacked several toms, but a stiff breeze
had sprung up and raised such a
surf tiat it was found impracticable
to load more than one boat, and work was
suspended until the wind should change.
During the night the sen ran heavily, and
when the mining force veturned the next
morniong to renew operations they found that
nearly o bundred sacks of coal and most of
the imploments which had been leit in what
waos supposed n safe place, bhad either been
waslied away or buried unler several feet of
eand. ‘Ihere is not even tlhe semblance of & |
harbor anywhers between Capes Lisburno
wnd Sabine, and an off-shore wind, or prac-
tically 10 wind at all, being necessary to the
work of getting the coal off to the ship in the
whale boats, we lay at this point unitil
the  2Tth when, the conditions being
favorable, & force was again sent off
und bepan work in  the large wvein,

g ghip ‘movinz in to within a|
mmile of the shore. The coal, as fast as mined,
was filled into sacks and loaded into the
whalebopts, four in number, which were

gd in pairs by the steam launch, and in
Yourteen liours the bunkers were replenished |
ko the extent of a little over fifty tons of coal, |
proncunced by the chief engineer to be of &
verv superior quality, The wind wveering,
Yotk was discontinued until the morning of
the 20th, in the forenvon of which day about
twenty tons more wars got off to the ship,
wiibn the rising surf again caused & cessation
of work, and the fores was recalled and the
bonts hoisted to their davirs,

OUn the morning of the 20th I went ashore
for the purposs of more fully examining the
coal veins, the large one in particular. © 1
found the men at work directly on the beach,
batween Lha water's edge and the base of the |
bluff, a space of not more than twenty feet, |
and where the outcrop bad been washed com-
paratively clean by the surf, Ifound itfo be
& regular, well-defined vein of the thickness
alrendy stated, Iying in a sandstone forma-
tion, and apparently with nothing but clean
voal of the variety known as semi-bituminous
Iying between the under and overhanging
sirata. . The seventy tous taken on board the
Thetis, being necessarily cobtained from an
exposed part of the wein, where it had
been subjected to the action of Dboth
wir and salt water, perbaps for ages, could
not have been a fair sample as to quality;
moreover, a great deel of sand was taken up
and went inio the furnace with it when used,
MNevertholess the chie! engincer gave it as his
opinion that when mined cleanly and away
from srhere its qualily bas been impaired by
the action of the elements, it will be found a
very superior coal for steaming purposes
That taken on board gave sixty horse-power
for 5.24 pounds, burued freely, and lefs 17 per
cent of ash a5 fina dust and 2 per cent of slag.
Walking baclk from the beach a couple of
solles in the bed of a small stream—
walking in a stream when the water
i not too deop is preferable
to traveling over an Aretic tundra—I found
the sfune quality of coal outeropping in many
}-!ucu.u. Wlile hunting on previous days 1

1afl geen many similar cuterops on the higher
lands further back from the coast. For miles
tlong the water front these immense coal
séams can be seen protruding from the nearly
yerpondicular sandstone cliffs facing the sea,
ond indicating the existence of #coal flald
thoe extent and valoe of which, were it but
within ensy reach of the centers of trade and
manufacture, could scarcely be overéstimat-

o, Dut there is no harbor anywhere in its ||

near viclaity, and if thepa were the coal could
| mot be shipped by water during & season of
mors than three months = in  each

ear. A railroad 250 milea in
! would cover tho dislance between the
mines and the most feasible shipping point

Norton Sound, but would add only about
gamonth more to the season during which
ehipments could be made by water toSan

|Francisco and otiher ports on the Pacific
Therefore, however expt%na'ive thesa Arctic
coal measures may they will vever ba

utilized to any appreciable extent until the

-ruuroad, which it 18 predicted will sooner or
later girdle the earth, is completed to Behring
Strait, when they ean be reached by bran
lines of no ater length than many of the
roads which now earry millions of tons of
coal from the mines of Ohio, Pennsylvania
and other states to the great cities on the
lakes and the Avlantic coast.

The first day ashore at the coal veins I shot
half a dozen grouse (ptarmigan), though my
sholls were loaded for much larger game, A
day or two later I bagged twenty-nine of
these birds, which, together with those killed
by the officers off wateh in o single day, wera
sufficient to supply the cabin and ward room

| tables for a long time, with some to spare to
the petty officers. The ptarmigan is a splen-
| did game bird, tender, juicy and of fine
| flavor, and their numbers may be inferred
from the fact of our being able to bag so

many in so short a tims without the assistanca |

| of a well-trained hunting dog. The firss day
off the coal seams a herd of reindeer
came dowh close to the shore, np;mrent.lg to
take a look at the ship, but before a landing
could be effected they were over the hills and
far away. Wolf and bear tracks were plenti-
ful in the wet sands of the beach and along
the creeks, but not having lost any animals of
that description, neither myself nor any of the
officers went very far in the direction they
appeared to have been going. Barren and
forbidding as the coasi appears to be, the
country adjacent is by no means devoid of
animal life. Great herds of reindeer roam
over the hills in the summer, the Arctlc
wolf and fox are  plentiful; and
in addition to  these there are,
I think | might say without exagger-
ation, millions of little animals populariy
kunown as the Siberian equurrel, but which I

think more peariy resemoles the prairie dog
of the plains, Like the latter it Lurrows in
the ground, is about the same in size, posaibly
u little larger, and emits a similar bark when
startled or disturbed. In every direction we
could sea hundreds of thess little rodents sit-
ting erect on their haunches, op scampering
away for their burrows, and might have |
killed thousands of them had we desired to
do so. The men dressed and cooked one
that I bad shot, but found the flesh tough and
unpalatable, They are of no value save for
I their skins, which are made up into blankets
and parkas by the natives, and sometimes
used as n lining for the last named garment.
But whatever it may be in winter, there iy
certainly enough game, independent of the
fish in the streams and lakes, along the A retic
to afford subsistence to all the people, civil-
ized, or uncivilized, who are ever likely to
make it their home,

the Aretie, is entirely barren of timber, save
here and there n batch of dwarf willows.
Viewed from the deck of a passing ship the
country adjacent to the coast presents the ap-
pesrance of a vast streteh of Ligh rolling
prairie, clothed with a rich verdure; but on
landing it is found to be nothing more than
an immense tundra—practically a morass over-
Iying a solid field of ice, By August in each
yeur the surfnce of the ground has thawesl
out to a depth of not more than twelve to
eighteen inches, and the wegetation which
looks eo Juxuriant from a distance is jusc
suflicient to hide from sight the nomerous
holes filled with water, which render locomo-
tion extremely tadious and laborious; beauti-
ful and attractive to the eye when viewed |
irom afar, the Arctic land-caps proves itself

a delusion and a snare the moment you set

your foot upon it

Leaving what 'has been christensd ‘‘the
Thetis Conl Mine,” and which has since been
taken possession of by a man uamed Bayne,
with a view to supplying the whaling ships
with fuel, we rounded Cape Lisburne tho !
simo evening, and set our course for Foint
Hope, where there is, perhaps, the largest Es-
kimo settlament on the Arctic Couast. But,
approaching Point Hope, the sea bad grown
so bnisterous the captain deemed it unsafs to
venture into an anchorage with which he was
whelly unacquainted, and the ship was head-
ed on a direct conrse for Behring Straif,
through which we passed during the forencon
of September 2, entering Port Clarence the
following morning.

Passing southward through Behring Strait
we were favored with o second and better
view of the Diomede Islands, and also of Fair-
way Rock, which last stands like a frowning 4
sentinel at the south entrance and about mid-
way between the u;':Rosmg shores, This rock
is simply a huge conically shaped pillar rising
out'of the water o a hight of several hundred
i feet, standing solitary and alone, washed on
| nll sides by a tempestuons sea in the summer
and abraded apd polished by great masses of
moving ice in the spring and fall. The Dig-
medes are both inhabited, the people of the

oue owing allegiance to the Russian and those

of the other to the United States Governmeant,

' They are but a few miles distant from euch

| other, it being & fact not dgannrali - known
f a dowen m

| that not more than_hal inter-

The coast of Behring Sea, as well as that of g



| Venes betweon the manoaa ns of the
United States and Russia at the point of their
nearsst approach to each other,

From Fuirway Rock the course is east by
south sixty miles to whers awe next drop an-
chior at the head of Port Clarence and near
the entrance to Grantley Harbor, Port Clar-
ence s i capacious bay formed by a long, low,
semi-cireular point projecting out from the
main land to the west and north some filtean
or twenty miles, Grantley Harbor is an inper
basin not nearly so large, but connected with
it by & narrow channel, presenting in itself
mora the appearance of a lake than an arm of
the sea, tis surrounded by high cliffs of
slate, and a river of very considerable size
flows iuto it from the mountains which form
the water-shed of the large peninsnla Iving
between Norton and Kotzebus Sounds, There
is a permanent native settlement on the south
shore of Port Clarence, and a summer village
on the narrow strip of laud which liss bet ween
the outer and innvr basivs.  We found quite
a number of nutives at the summer rendes
vous, most of them from the little Diomedes,
or Kruzenstern Island, all engaged in hunting

and fishing, but'did not visit the permanent
sattlement, from which we were told nearly
all the people were absent. There were, how-
ever, at the summer village a fow people [rom
the intericr, among them a rather intelli-
gent old fellow who cotld speak a lit-
tle  English, and who said his
name was “Go-be-low” —s0 called be-
cause of his having once been carried away
on a whaling ship to SBan Francisco, whers he
gpent the winter. The old fellow's recollee-
tion of the city did not extend beyond the un-
|limitad number of glasses of beer with which
be claimed to bave been regaled, and he ap-
(peared not only willing but anxious to be
‘carried away asecond time to a land which
(flows with a beverage much more to the lik-
{ing of an Eskimo than would be a mixture of
milkk and honey, He was accompanied by a
ruddy faced young fellow, hawisome in fea- |
ture and rotund in form, who was about 21 or |
« years of age, and & buxom lass of darker |
hue some yeurs younger, the two being
either  lately  married, or else on
ithe eve of joining their fortunes in a
matrimonial venture. Their billing and coo-
ing and frequent exchanges of the gum they
were chewing was 4 source of much amuse-
ment to all on board, save to the youngest
watch officer, upon whom it had ‘only the
effect of an increased longing to be ones more
in the presence of the girl thén supposed to be

anxiously awaiting his safe return from o'er
the dark blue sea. While the other natives
were on board trading or inspecting the to
them many curious things in and about the
| ship, the two lovers appeared totally oblivious
j to all things sublunary save and except their
own existence, and remained in close and
| blissful eommunion with each other in one end
of the family comialk, until the old man, who
| I supposed was the father of the boy, ordered
him to coms on deck. Iiven then he ascended
the ladder with considerable reluctanca, lead-
|ing his inamorata by the hand, of which he
never let go for a single instant until both
were safe back in the comiak an hour later,
0Old “Go-be-low” brought me large speci-
mens of graphite, apparently alinost pure car-
bon, of which he assured me any desired
quantity could be found in the banks of the
river which falls into Grantiey Harbor. He
was very urgent in his desire to have me ac-
company bim on & twodays' journey into
the mountains where, be said, he could show
me preat seams of coal, intimating at the
sama time that gold and silver also existed in
that dirgetion. The river which empties into
GGrantley Harbor is the northern outlet to o
chnin of lakes which are in part drained of
their surplus water by Fish River, which
| flows sonth into Golovin Bay, a northern arm
| of Norton Sound, On this last named river are
located lead and silver mines belonging to San
Francisco parties, the development of which
Yias been in progress for some years past with
‘most satisfactory results. The ore from these
mines, of which I obtained specimens from a l
ship at St Mijchaels partly laden with it, |
vields by smelting from 70 to 85 per cent lead |
pnd from $100 to 150 silver to the ton, while
the indications are that they are but a small
part of o mineral belt extending all tl}e way
from Grantley Harbor to the bead of Golovin
Bay. I was assured by “‘Go-be-low” of the
existence of large forests of timber along tha |
rivers mentioned and in the mountains, but |
all the country adjacent to the coast is tree-

lesa,

The first thing to engage the attention of
the commander of the Thetis on her arrival
ut Port Clerence was to find a place whers
the Grey could ba safely beached and hove
down for repaire. Such a beach was found
just inside of Grantley Harbor, to which the
schooner was towed, and by means of block'
and tackle made fast to bher top-heads, she
was then turned over on her beam ends, so that
new planks could be placed in her boltom
wherever neéded, the work: being accom-
nlished in dust six dovs, A crew under the

’

‘command of Ensign Dlewey was then placed
on board, and on tEa Uth she was towed to an
offing and set sail direct for San Francisco

| via the Amubkta Pass, thers to be presented
to Capt. Kelly, with the compliments of Com-
mander Emory, his officers and crew. I af-
terwards learned that she made the passage
in just thirty days, but Ensign Dewey did not
hiive the =aticipated pleasure of being first to
apnounce to Capt. Kelly the fact that hig ves-
sel bad been rescued—the cfficers of the rey-
enue cutter Rush, which sailed from Ouna-
laska for San Francisco abont tén days after
the ~ Grevy left Port Clarence, carried
the news ahead of him. Itis enough to say
that Capt. Kelly received his schooner with
heartfelt thanks, which wers supplemented
by a banquet tendered the officers of the The-
tis by the San Franciseo Board of Trade some
two or three months later, Bo the tables were
turned. and the Bear found out soon after her
arrival in SBan Francisco that instead of get-
ting awny with the turkey she bad, in fact,
only gathered in the feathers; but the gallant
Emory was too generous to ever allude to the
subject in terms other than complimentary to
the Bear and her commander.

(CORCLUSION.)
Prior to the departure of fha Bear from
Point Barrow the commander of the Thetis,
in view of the large number of wrecked
whalemen taken on board the former and by
reason of which it was necessary that she
ehould safl direct for San Francisco, consent-
ed to return by way of St. Michaels for the
purpose of econveying the remains of Arch-
bishop Beghers from that place to Victoris,

| B, C.,, a duty which had been assigned to the

Bear in compliance with a request preferred
by the Canadian Government, Accordingly,

| from Port Clarence the ship's course was

shaped for Bt Michaels, where she arrived
and cast anchor about 10 o'clock on the morn-
ing of Beptember 11. Here we found about
soventy miners who had made their way
down the Yukon from the gold diggings
on “Forty-mile Creek,” all of whom were nat-
urally clamorous for a passage to some point
from which they might be enabled to reach
their homes, By order ot the Treasury De-
partment notice had been sent up the river
during the summer to the effect that it would
be useless for miners to come to St. Michaels
expecting transportation on the ravenue cut-
ters, as it would certainly be denied them,
and it at one time looked to the miners as it
Capt. Emory was inclined to be governed by
the orders of the Treasury Department to
commanders of the revenus cutters, in the ab-
sence of any instructions from the Becretary
of the Navy, The only ships that call at St
Michaels are the government steamers and
those belonging to the Alaska Commereial
Company, aud the Thetis would be the last
one of the season, It therefore followed that
unless the commander of the Thetis took them
on board the miners would be left where
they then were for the winter, and a
careful survey made by a commission ap-
pointed for that purpose, revealed the fact
that there were not more than sufficient pro-
visions at that station for the support of the
resident population until the first ship would
be due in thespring. The company’s agent,
appreciating the fact that if the miners were
left behind it would be a mere question of the
“survival of the fittest,” was not less anxious
to get them away than they were to go, and
under the circumstances Capt. Etory con-

| cluded that he wonld rather run the risk of

reprimand for having performed an alto-
gether human and charitable act, than pro-
wvoke what he felt would be a just eriticism on
the other hand; accordingly the men were
notified to be ready for embarkation the fol-
lowing day, and it is needless to remark that
none were absent or tardy when the hour
cams. In the meantime, an officer and guavd
had been detailed to exhume and convey on
board the remains of the archbishop, which
task accomplished, and tha miners having |
been embarked, at 1:40 on the 12th the ship
was again under way, bomeward bound.
would not be complate with-
ing more than a mecre allusion to
of Alaska's great river, the Yu-
And, after all, what I may be abla to
write concerning it will amount to very little
1t is without question the lax it

ead the longest river in North Amer-
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dca.
dozen or more wide but shallow ehannels,
into Hebring Sea, tbhe chenpels and in-
tervening deltas covering a width of about
geventy milea, So far as known, it cannot
| be entered by craft drawing over five or six
feet, but for a thousand miles above its del-
tas there is water enough to float the largest
ovean steamer, while the river itselt is in
many places from twenty to thirty miles wide.

" Nor is it, as might be surmised from this state-
ment of its great width, a slow moving or

I sluggish stream; on the other hand, it is more

like a great roaring torrent whose rapid and |

irresistible current carries sverything before
it, as is shown by the alluvial deposiis known
a8 the “Yukon flats,” which extend out a dis-
Tance of more than fifty miles into Beliring
Bea, the whole east coast of which is thus ren-
dered unnavigable except by vessels of very
light draught. In its upber part, where its
Wwaters are in places confined to comparative-

ruarrow channels between almost perpen-
dicular walls of roclt, navigation by small
boat is dangerous and the current so strong
that even a powerful steamer can make but
glow progress against it.

Tha question will readily snzgest itself to
the mind of the reander—*Large as this river
may be, what does it amount to' in the econ-
omy of nature?! What are its resources, and
15 it likely to ever become the theater of sny
considerable business or commereial activity
and mmportanca?”’ To such a mental inquiry
my answer would be one net atall in conse-
nance with the preconceived opinions of the
general public, and wholly at varinnce with
the stalements so studiously disseminated b

paid penny-a-liners of the greedy and al-
together s-1fish corporation which holds nine
tenths of Alaska in its temacious ETasp,
and which for reasons that must be
apparent  would have the world be-
lisve that it is a region of perpetual
snow and jca, habitable only by wild beasts
and t-haw.’ou\ wholly worthless save for the |
trade of which they themselves Pposs<gs an ab-
golute, and so far as Congress can malke it,
perpetual monopoly. Laving no stress what-
ever upon the gold to be found in tho bars
and banks of its many tributaries; of the im-
mense seams of coal, of the existence of which
there is I;gchmagar any question; of its timber,
and con ng the utter absence of soil and
climnte adapted to the growth of agricultural
Products, yet I do mot hesitate to assert
that the ~ time will come when the
Yukon will contribute many millions
annually to the food supply of the
world, Let thoss who may Ee inelined
to doubt this prediction turn their minds for
# moment to the Columbia, with its numer-
oussalmon canning establishments, which in
many instances bave yielded immense for- |

tunes to their owners, and make a mental cal-
‘culation of what that river bas been worth to
the trade and commeres of Oregon in the past
fifteen or twenty years; then let them multi-
pl{ the result by ten and they will have just
o faint idea of the grand results certain to fol-
low a similar employment of capital
in taking and euring the larger, bet-
ter and inecomparably greater numbers
of salmon which annually seeks the wide
waters of the great river of the north, Itis
only a question of time when the Yukon fish-
eries will be utilized, when hundreds of can-
ning establishments will line its banks. Even
now, the question of locating canneries there
is under consideration, the only hindrance in
the way being the shallow water, which pre-
vents the entrance of large steamers, and ren-
ders the employment of a much more than or-
dinary amount of capital necessary. Nor am
I prepared to admit that other resources of
wealth do mot exist in the vast stretch of
country drained by the Yulton and its tribu-
taries.  Sooner or later its coal seams
will acquire a wvalue they do not now
et with the utilization of its
heries will come cheaper transportation

| and cost of living, and then the gold placers,
‘many of which cannot now bs wrought ata
rofit, will be made to yield millions of
ollars aonually. As to the climate and
soil, and the adaptation of one or both

nothing of my own personal knowledge;
but I bave conversed with ma.n_‘y Eroapeccora
who have lived on the Upper Yukon winter
and suminer, and they all agree that it is not

wild grasses grow luxuriantl y, ripen and cast |
their seed, and if there is any reason why |
grain may not do the same it remains yob to
be demonstrated, 1 have met u number of
more than ordinarily intelligent Scandinavi-
fans who bhave summered and wintered in
the Upper Yukon region, and they all units
in pronpuncing it a better and more
inviting ntry than either Norway or Swe-
den, Butfor all that, even were it the most
inviting fleld for tha nézriculmrist. A verita-

It discharges its waters through half a |

to agricalture or horticulture, I lknow |

without its advantages in that regard. The |

ble Garden of Eden, forsooth, I shall not

expect to ses it poop.lud to any considerable
oxtent so long as Congress persists in trent-

ing Alaska as an outlying province, unde-
serving of the fostering care and encourage- |
ment heretofore extended to all otber territo- l

ries,

The run from St. Michaels to Ounalaska, a
distance of 850 miles, was accompiished 1 a
little more than four days, the shtﬁ) running

most of the way before a gale which was any-
thing but conducive to the pleasure and com-
fort of the landsmen on board. I bave read
of storms at sea, and though assured by the |
commanding officer that the gale in question
was but a summer’s flaw, comparatively
speaking, I bave no desire to ever experience
its like again. It was thick weather,
too, and being unable to ‘‘obtain a
signt” the comunanding officer could only
form a guess as fo whether the course |
he was on wonld bring the ship clear of the
dreaded Yukonflats. **We are all right if we
don't strike the bottom, but if you feel her
pound just once, then say your prayers
quickly as you can,” was the only answer 1
received in reply to an inquiring look. One
after another the great waves would roll up
astern of the ship, rising to which the stanch
vessel would for a moment assume a position
not less than forty-five degrees from the hori-
zontal, her stem buried desp down
in = the trough of the sen, and
the mext she wonld be standing on |
her heel with stem high up on the crest of the |
mountain wave which a moment before had
threatened to sweep her decks from taifrail to
bowsprit. The miners had a sorry time of it,
and so far as I could observe didn't seem to
take the least interest in what the wild waves
were saying. Fora time the scuppers on the
main deck were inadequate to the performance
of the extra duty laid upon them: indeed, I
am quite sure that whatever of “bile” those
miners possessed when they embarked nota
]:mrlioJe of it remained with them when they
anded at Ounalaska a few days later, Itis
needless fo remark that all were glad when on
:Ee morning of hhosuﬁlch dayhour. wo sighted

8 entrance to nalaska nrgor. teripi.
was loath tosever a compani ip seﬂ:ugaﬁ
er the most pleasant and agreeable I had
ever been permitted to enjoy outside the do-
mestic circla And the hbearty, rousin
cheers from a bundred men at the yards and |
in the rigging, when after a fow words ad-
dressed to the sailors I bade them all a final |
adieu, and took my seat in the launch which |
was to convey me ashore, wasa most grate-
ful assurance that I carried with me the
friendship and respect of the officers not only,
but of as gallant & crew as ever manned a
shi

l% conclusion let me say that in what I have |
written I have been animated by the sole de-
sire of giving to the public the real truth con-
cerning the resources of Alaska and the char-
acter, habits and condition of its native peo-

le. The sections visited, and of which I
Enve written, are remote from that part of
the territory which is annually visited by |
tourists, and concerning them I knew ab-
solutely nothing of my own personal knowl-
edge prior to the cruise of the Thetis. Iam

fectly well aware that my statements will
e criticised in some quarters and denied in
others; a single person, writing no matter
how truthfully, ecannot expect that
his statements will be accepted in
the face of preconceived ideas whol-
ly at variance with them; but if “:ha.t I have
writben shall have the effect of directing at-
tention to Alaska, of awakening in the public
mind a desire to know more concerning that
far-off country, I shall be content to bide the
far more searching inquiries sure to follow,
and which will either confirm or refute my
estimate of the territory and its resoureces
Though in the foregoing papers, as well as in
my official 1-9Eart.a, 1 have stated 'qul.h_ini; but
that which I belleve future investigation will
fully corroborate, I am frank toadmit that
afew years sgol would have scoffed at
and derided such o statement of facts
concerning Alaska coming {rom any onug else;
until a year or two prior to my departure for
that country in an official capacity, I enter-
tained the opinion, born of ignorance, which
still generally pervades the public mind, and
for years, through the public press and from
the political rostrum, had denounced and ridi-
culed its purchase as an inexcusably reckless
waste of the people’s money. 1 was wise then
in my own conceit; what [ didn’t know about
Alnska, if written, would have filled a larger
book than that into which I could now |
crowd what I have learned econcern- |
ing it from actual travel and nal |
observation; the vast domain which 1 was |
wont to refer 10 as *‘the great national refrig- |
erator” I now know to be a country of wan;; |
incomparably great, netural resonrces. ha
shall we do'with it! Shall the worsse than
do-nothing policy which has prevailed ever
since its uisition more than twenty years
ago be contiuued, or shall it be accorded that
fosteriug care and encouragement under the
influence of which the number of dependent
territories  is  being _ rapidly  reduced




aug-

that had Alaska been afforded the same
chance to work out her own destiny which
has been accorded to every other territory,
she would now have a thrifty, enterprisin
white population of from 50,000 to 100,

people. With a climate, the meanannual |
temperature of which is about that of Mary-
land and Virginia, only far mora equable,
with natural resources waiting only for the
investment of eapital and labor to insure
most profitable returns, why, let it be asked,
is Alaska, after more than twenty years of
federal ownership and control, practically an
unknown country! Is it Dbecause men
can 'go  there and  procura titles

to homes? Is it becausa its lands,
which the average Congressman holds to be
worthless, were long ago thrown open to
homestead, pre-emption, cash-entry and act-
ual settlement] Because American citizens
ean go there and, taking their citizenship
with them, exercise the privileges of local
self-government and stand on an equal foot-
ing with the people of the other territories?
In short, it is becauss the conditions precedent
to the rapid growth and development of a
new country, and the prosperity and happi-
ness of its people have been provided by Con-

pss, or 8 it because of the absence of all
these inducementsi Congress alone can an-
swer, and provide the proper remety.

j[ana e number of sovmiizn, in- |
| dependent . states  correspondingly
|mented? I do not hesitate to aver

A. P, SWINEFORD.

BY EX-GOV. A, P, SWINEFORD.
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OTHING, perhaps, but the ac-
etdent of tho establishment of
the Hude=on's Bay Company
and the Northwest Fur Com-
pany saved Northern Caitffornia from
beeoming a Russian province. Vitus
Behring closed a life of adventure by
planting the Russian tlag in Alaska in
1741 Four years later Sitka . was
founded: A quarter of a century
elapsed before the Spaniards under-
took their first northward advance
from San Diego and Monterey. I the
Engiish fur hunters had not intérvened
between the two, Spaniard and Russian
would have gravitated toward each
other, and in that case the chances are
that the Golden Gate and the Sacra-
mento would have been the dividing
line between theni
Tntil the close of the eighteenth cen-
tury hunting and fishing on the Alaskan
shores were conducted Ly individual
enterprise. | The fur seal and the sea
atter wers hunted by Siberians, who
leniled the stormy seas of the north in
léraft sewn together with thongs and
ealked with moss, They belonged to
‘the primitive order of savages among
Lwhorm robbery, outrage and murder
\wrere the ‘ordinary snts of ithe day,
and at whose hands the meek Aleut
"pent Kis neck to the knife as the inoi-
fensive Peruvian had crouched before
the countrymen of Pizarro a’century
pefore. In the last yeur of theteigh-
foenth century order was established
MaRussian America. A company, called
the Russian American Company, in
which the members of the imperial fam-
fiy and the Museovite nobility were
shiareholders, was founded cn the plan
‘of the Brifish East India Company and
the Hudson's Bay Company. Exclusive
rights of hunting and fishing were con-
ferred 'upon it. Its jurisdiction within
its territory was as broad as that of
the Czar himself. The Alsutsand their
nelghbors held their lives and property
at its mercy. They were not only
slaves, but no slave code threw over
them a semblance of protection. Over
this corporation was set General Bara=
nioff, whom Astor's agent, Hunt, de-
scribed as "a  hyperborean veteran,
overflowing with hospltality, who, if
his gueats do not drink raw rum and
boiling punch as strong a=s sulphur, will
insult them when he gets drunk, which
will be shortly after he sits down to
table.” He served the company faith-
fully for thirty years, and then was
thrown over ta starve at the age of 72.
The affluence which flowed Into the
coffers of the British East India Com-
pany, the Duteh East India Company
and the Hudson Bay Company might
have been shared by the Russian
American Company but for ane draw-
back. There was no food in Alaska.
The soil was too sterlle to grow graln
and the opposite shores of Siberia and
Kamchatka were equally barren. Life
could be sustalned for a while on the
flesh of the seal and the bear, but a cer-
taln proportion of vegetable food was
necessary to avert scurvy and starva-
tion, Baranoff was glad to welcome to
Eitlga, an  American captain named
O'Kain. who arrived with a cargo of
California wheat and barley. This was
the beginning of a trade which hecame
aclive. Sea otters were abundant in the
watere of California. The Spaniards
WErE not a success as hunters, but the
Aleuts were extremely expert.
Baranoff supplled O'Kaln with a
(party of Aleuts, who caught otters all
the way down the coast from Fuca
!_Et'ﬂl".!i to the Golden Gate. And though,
fundar the intelligent Spanleh laws of
the day, Californtans were nnt allowed,
| to trade with forelgners, elther by way!
[ felling to them or buying of them,
the misslon friars were not fools enough
to submit to be deprived of thelr naturai
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fiberties by Such absurd regulations.
Under cover of night the otter skins
were brought into the mission store=
house and were pald for In wheat, bar-
ley, beans, pease and fruit. Encouraged
by the helplessaess of the Spanish offi-
clals the Aleut hunters took otters in
the very bay of San Franecisco.
8till, the supplieg of food obtained
from California were so scanty that
starvation often reigned at Sitka, The
condition of the colony was so desper-
ate that Chamberlain Nlkolal RezanofT,
Russlan Minister to Japan and Imperial
Ingpector of Russian America, under-
took & voyage to San Franclsco in the
ship Juno to obtain food. It was the
story of Joseph's brethren going to
Egypt for graln in the time of the fam-
ire, The Spanish laws agalnst the ex-
portation of graln were clear and em-
phatie, « Governer Arragas told the
tussians | that his bowels yearned for
thelr necessities, but that he must en-
force the ordinances of the King. He
would meither allow his people to sell
grain, nor to buy the European goods, |
which * Rezanoff had loaded the Juno
with for purposes of barter. It was
then that the romance of Conception
Arguelio showed the beneficent uses
to which true love might he put. The!
diplomatic Mugcovite told his-fifteen-
yvear-old aweetheart that he would die
rather than return to Sitke without
food for his people; black-2yed Concep-
tion assured her father that; if he died,
she would accompany him to the grave;
old Don José Arguello bade the Gov-
ernor—who was a friend of thirty years’
standing—regard him as his enemy for-
ever more If he was the means of rob-
bing him of a daughter who was 1:hz;v
apple of hiseéye; the friars declared that J
it was a plainfiving in the face of Proyl-|
dence to deny them access to & maeket |
for their grain. Thus, assailed on all}
sides, the Governor ylelded, Rezanoffy
bought the grain he needed for cash, |
and simultaneously sold his goods, also !
for cash; the Juno was loaded and
sailed for Sitka, |
After this a regular trade sprang up
between the misslonaries of California
on the one side and Sitka and other
Russian trading postg on the other. A
regular tariff of prices came to be gs- |
tablished, Brandy was worth $50 a bar-
rel; a fat beef, 35; a sheep, $2; wheat,
§i a fanega, or cental; maize and pease,
$1 76; beans, §2 40; butter, 2% poundg )
o e B
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for $1; Cows, 38; hogs, $6: beaver skins,
$3 a pound. Otter sking became very
scarcéd In the thirties. In Callifornia the
sed olter ekins were worth in 1840 from

§35 to §40, and from $60 to §70 in Mexleo.;

Fresh-water otter skins were  only
worth $2 and $3. Bkins of the fur seal
gold for $3 to $4. On the other hand,
the goods which the Russlans brought
from Cronstadt sold at various prices,

| Men's shoes were worth 34; riding hoots,

$15; men's socks, $10 a dozen: ladles’
silk stockings from $2 50 to §5 a pair;
linen thread, $4 a pound: silk handker-
chiefs, 32 ‘each; sugar, five pounds for
$1; nails, 37 cents a pound; calico, 50
centz a yard; a reboso, $160; a serape
or cloak, 3200 to $300: a =addle, $300.
Freight and passage on the slow sail-
ing craft of the day were high. It cost
380 to go to the islands, $150 to go to
Boston, $200 to go to Callao.

During the intervals of his love-mak-
Ing Chamberlain Rezanoff did some ze-
rious thinking. He wrote to the Rus-
glan-Ameérican Company advising the
establishment of a Russian settlement
on the mouth of the Columbia, and an-
other connecting with 1t at San Fran-
clgco. “In this way,” he added, “in the
course of ten years we should be strong
enough to make use of any favorable
turn in European politics to include the
coast of California in the ussian pos-
ges=ions. The Spaniards are very weak
in these countries; if, in 1798, when war
was declared by Spaln, our company
had had an adequaté force on the

"ground, it would have been very easy

to seize a plece of Calllornia stretching
as far gouth as Santa Barbara.”

The company thought well of the sug-
gestion, In October, 1808, & ves=el named
the Kadiac was fitted out at Sitka, nom-
inally 'for the purpose of hunting otter,
but In reality on a fillbustering enter-
prise; she salled south and held on her
course till she cast anchor in Bodega
pbay. The commanding officer was one
Kuskoff, a wooden-legged veteran, who
had been many years in the company’s
gervice; he reported that he had found
a tolerable harbor, a fine building site,
tillable land, a mild climate, an abund=-
ance of fish and fur-bearing anbmals,
tribes of friendly Indiang, and no Eu-
ropeans. The Spaniards at San Fran-
eclgco dld not molest him, but they for-
warded a protest to Madrid, which was
duly transmitted to St. Petersburg. Al-
exander réad it through and notified the
Russlan-American Company that he
would not interfere, but that it might
rely upon protection if “oceasion should
require .. This was in 1810.

A year or more was consumed In sur-
veys and negotiations. In 1811 a plece
of territory eighteen miles north ot
Rodega bay was bought from the In-
dians for three blankets, three palrs of
breeches, two axes, three hoes, and
some beads. There was no amchorage,
put in respeet of sall, timber, water and
pasturage the spot waz gifeferable to
podega, and better than any loeation
wiich could be found on the eoast.

Hére, In Aprll, 1812, just as Najpoleon)
was massing his forees for the invasion
of Russla, a party conslsting of ninety-
five ‘Russians, of whom twenty-five
were. mechanics, and efghty Aleuts,
were disembarked and all hands =et to
work at felling timber for the hulldings
which were In contemplation.
manth of September a fortified village
and fort had been erected on a bluff a
hundred feet ahove the sea; overlooklng
4t a distance of spme eight miles the
mouth of the Slavianka, now known ag
Russlan river.

‘The huts of the Indlans were of earth,
but the fort and structures connected
thergwith were'of redwood. The malin
Inclosure. was' about 250 by 300 feet

equare, and was formed!of beams sef
upright in the ground twelwe or Afteen
feet high and surmounted BY a horizon-
tal beam on which was & chevaux-de-
frise of wooden and iron points. The
stockade was pierced with loopholes
ar the gateway at the corners
hexagonal towers whleh coms
manded the whole ssure and which)
mounted cannon of formidable caliberg
ng-a wo that an experlsy
eed Spanish soldier
to attack It reported that he would re-

quire a large artillery and . infantry

force to do =0 with any prospect of suc-

cess.

Within the quadrangle were the com-
mandant’'s house, two storfed, with glass
windows; & ¢ with orthodox ple-
turees on the aofficers’ quarters,
barracks and store houses, ' Without,
staod the huts of the Aleuts, a windamill,)
farm buildings, granaries, eattleyards,
a tannery, ‘workshops, a blaeckemith
shop and bathhouse. Circling round
these 'was a well kept vegetable garden.
Altogether, the establishment: which
took the name of Fort Ross; had-an alr
of permanency about it which seemed
to prefigure a prolonged Russian uccu-—r
pation. 1

For ten or twelve years trade between!
Fort Ross and San Francisco was fa[r};{
active, though It was contraband. The
Spanish-Californian authorities  neven
repealed their prohibition of commercial
intercourse with the invaders, buf
neither did they thrown any obstacle in
the way of free exchanges. In 1517 the
padres founded San Rafael, which the
Russians regarded as a menace, hut they
rétaMated by sending gifts to the church
for its altar. Soon afterward Canonigo
Fernandez of San Franclseo'paid a vigit
to Fort Ross, and there told Commander
Schimidt, who had succeeded. Kuskoff,
that as a representative of Mexico he
must- ingist on the evacuation of the
plate by the Russians within six
months, or force would be used, Schmidt
set the proper value on the threat when
he glanced at his hexagonal towers,
and no attempt was made to carry it
into effect. He observed to his vigitors
from the bay that this region had not
been | in the possession of any other
power when the Russians occupled it;
thak the original title, such ﬂ-!'[ itiwas,

It was 808
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Had been In the natives; that they bad
free.y congented to the Russianoccupa-
tion, and that he waould pay no atten-
tion (o the pretenses of the Spaniards,
but would meet force with foree. Bimi-
lar views were expresged by Shallkoft
and Kaostromitinofl, | who succeeded
Schmidl in eommand at Fort Rask, and
though the authoerities at Monterey and
sSan Franciseo never acquiesced in ‘the
pretensions of the men of the North,
they tolerated them a2 neighbors and
dealt with tham so openly that had
things turned out differently the Rus-
sglang might have claimed a title by pre-

e
e ihterior of Fort Ross |

hore a closer resemblarnce to a Parisian
ealon than to the habitual abodes of
the Russlan deénizens of Russian Amer-
ica, It was vislted in 1530 by ane of the
must distingulshed officers In the Rus-
slan service, Baron Wrangel, after

whom the “f” known fort In Alaska

Was named. The Baron was the most
famous pergongge connected with the
Russian-Ameriéan Company. He had
spent many ¥ears in Arctie expldara-
tlon and wis an authority on many
sc¢lences, He wasa Statesman, asavant
And g saillor, | The company engaged
him as the Oowernor of its American
territory, and submitted to him the

guestlon whigt "vas to be done with Fort:

Ross, on the dvacuation of which Gov-
ernors -Vici4ra and Flguertda were
gtrongly ingiping. Wrangel was a typi-
yeal Muscovite diplomat. He wrote
smooth letiery W Figueroa, protesting
jthat, whaterer ‘men of other pationall-
“~ties had don', the Russlars had always
conformed strlitly to the laws of Cali-
forula, and kpd always refused, greatly
tn thelr rmni.be to enter into contracts
with less shrfipulous foreigners who
wiehed to hfiqt otter. These playful
flights of sy did not decelve the
Mexican Govirner, Flgueroa sent Gen-
eral Vallejo 1) Ross to spy out the land.
He reported|thbat the Russlans werpe
not lika‘.:.'_ ta g aggressive, but, simul-
taneously, Wrangel established a trad-
" ing . pusl, ut Bausalito, and opened a
negul.lat,wu plith the Governor at Mon-
tarey- for-th eession of San  Rafaeil,
Vallpjo retacfed by planting « seltle-
ment ‘at Soxndana,
Wringel § farsighted. He re-

-

signed hisqpddt, refurned tog 8L Peters- |

ited to hie company that
Annez (e country east-

| burg. and ve;
" unless It

o

wurd to the U p]'lf-[‘ Sdcramento valley |
«nd southward to San Francisco bay,
Fort Rogs hid better be abandoned. It
was costing, one year with another,
from 45.000 to 70,000 rubles, and the in-‘l
come from the sale of furs and otherd
products ranged from 2000 to 25,000 ru- 1‘
hles. There was no prospect of any |
..1.muwm9m The company endeav-
ored topersuade the Government at St
Petershurg that it would be to the ad- :
vantege of Russia to secure a slice of
california before It changed handsg, but |

Nesselrods was afraid of embr oiimg
hig countsy with the U nited States, and
turned a deaf ear to the proposal. On
this. at the suggestion of Governor Ku-
prianoff, who succeeded Wrangel, tha
hoard of directors passed a resolution

in April, 1830, directing the abandon-

ment of Fort Ross. Kuprianoff offeved
to sell the whole establishment to the
Hud=on Bay Company for §30,000; thea
¢ffer not belng accepted, the property
was offered to Governor Alvarado, who
slmply reported the proposal to Mexico. |

Then came a transaction which, ifi
,Russia had been covetous of territory,
might have led to a war and a change
of natlional boundaries. When Kup-|
rianoff resolved to evacuate he with-
drew his guards from Bodega. An
American vessel, commanded by one
Spalding, came to an anchor there andl
held intercourse with the shore withou:
paying anchorage dues or customs du-
tles. The fact coming to the knowledgs
of Governor Vallefjo, he sent a file of
men to oceupy the landing and to hoist
the Mexican flag there. Rotchef, the
commandant at Fort Ross, hagtened to
the place, hauled down the American
flag and hofgted the Russian In [ts
stead. Vallejo addressed a protest to
Rotchef, but the Russian refpsed to re-
celve It. Here was as pretly a casus’
belll as a hot-blooded belligerent gould !
goek,

But Governor Kuprianoff wanted no
war., He invited Vﬁ'llojn to settle by
buying the Russlans wut, and named his
price, $30,000, half eash and half whent,
to be dellvered hereafter. Vallejo of-
fered-38000 for the live stock, declaring
that the Russiang had no salable title
to the land. Then John A, SButter loomed
up in the case,

Sutter was a4 man who was always
ready to buy property on eredit. On

December 18, 1841, a formal contract of

Pl
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ware Was signed in the oflice of the Sub-
{Prefect at San Franocisco between him
nd Kostrominitoff, representing the
ussians, Dy WHIGH the latter assigned

o the former all the property at Fort |

ose and Bodega for $30,000, payable in
our payments, two of $5000 each, both
in wheat, a third of §10,000, alsoin wheat,
‘delivered in San Franciseo, and the
{fourth, $10,000, In money. The sale In-
cluded the buildings, but not the land
ton which they stood. The transaction
was - witnessed by Vioget and Jacob
Leese, and was approved by Alvarado
and Vallejo.

Un the day before this deed of =ale
was signed, namely, on December 12th,
Manager Rotchef executed aprivate
deed assigning to Sutter {for $30,000, the
iroceipt of which was acknowledged,
all the lands held by the Russians at|
TFoit Ross and Bodega, At the time of |
the transfer of the bulldings and the|
movahble property this deed was kept a
seeret, Its existence seems to have
been wunknown to Alvarade. But
eélghteen or twenty years afterward,
when property on the Russidfi-river
liad acguired a value, It came tu_llgnl'
and many ranch owners paicl‘t:’-uuru'
sums of money for quit claim “deeds.
Russia never set up any claim to sov-
ereignty over Fort Ross, nor was there,
any reference to the subjectin the nego-i
tiutions which preceded the Alaska pur-
L%ﬁi—iian dominion in Californla ex-
pired avith the departure of the Rus-
slan garrison from Fort Ross in mfx
ship Constanting in  February, 1842,
Manager Rotchef, ane of Mrs. Ather-l
‘tan’s heroes, went with them, A single,

yerovite remained as watchngilyOsver
the propsrty until the artival of Juhn.
Bldwell, who took charge on hehalf of]
Mr, Sutter. The cannon, farm tools, |
other movable property and most of
the cattle were removed to New Hel-

Vg'{:'it?c: Russian-Ameriean Company did
not find it easy to collect their debt from
Sutter. He was abgolutely Impecun-
nious. For three yeur};_nothlng was
paid, either in wheat or in money. Then
therewas a small payment on account,
{n the shape of a consignment of whea{.:
It was believed at Montersy that Sut-
ter was negotiating with Amm-fr:ana for
tue transfer of his estate of New H:el-l
vetia; to prevent this it was 111‘:_113--.\9.(?:'
by Alvarado, Plco and athers to pay
| oft the Russian claim so as o acquh:e
ltlie company's morigage on Sutter's
properiy, but before the transaction
could be consummated Calfornia
passed into American hands. The com-
pany recorded its morigage, qhut the
imfinx of people which followed the an-
nexation set Sutter on his legs, and be-
fore 1850 he seems 10 have pald oft hlBl
debt in full. It is said that the lastin-|
fstaliment, $15,000, was embezzled by
the company's agent at San F nincis_n.a,!
and that the corporation never received
¢ of it
nggn:;ded the Russian nmuD%tF’P of
California. JOHN BONNER,
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KOSTROMITINOFF-RASHEVAROFF WEDDING.
On last Wednesday evening lat half past 7
o'clock, at the Russian Ohurcl), Miss Natnlia P.
]gauhcv.lrnﬂ of this city was married to Mr.
George S, Kostromitinoll of Bitka, Alaska, the
ceremony being performed b!v Rev. Fatner Mit-
ropolzky, assistant rector of e ehurch, The
atiendance was very large, about two hundred
* persons being present. Anong the ladies some
very handsome tollets were noticed,
The ceremony was performed according to the
Nusso-Greek rithal, and was long and Imposiog.
The ehureh was brilliautly lonlnated with wiax
candles, and Lhe clergyman attired in rieh vest-
ments of cloth of silver, with gold embroldery.
The happy groom Is 4 prominent msfldan: of the
Alaskap capltal, where, as also in fhis city, his
Humﬂy are highly estéemed by all who Know
1em

After the conclusion of the ceremony the in-
vited guests foliowed the newly married couple
to the pastoral residence nct]n!ulnI; the ehuren,
where the health of the happy pair was druns.
Toward wmldolght a bounti{ul supper was served,
At the close of the banquet all present jolned in
sioging the Russlan national hymn, * God Save
the Czar,” and returned to the reception hall,
where dancing was continued till abou: § o’eloek
o thie morning, The reeeption was glyen by the
Uride's brother, Rev. Andrew Kasbevarof!, oua of
the clergymen of the ehurel, who showed adinic-
alle taste ln his management of the entire affair,

Among Lhe lnvited guests were Mrs. M. 1. Kas-
hevarofl, wother of the bride, Hev. Father and
Mrs, Metropolsky, Rev. Ivan and Mrs, Soboleff
Rev. Basil and Mrs, Kasbevaroff, Consul-General

avd  Mrs. Oluruvskg. Mme, " Kedrollvansky,
Mines, Kllnkofstrom de Sedletzky, MissJ. Koscle
kine, Mrs, and Loitie and Lizzie Elllott, Misses
Millisa and Manana Grosetta, Mrs. Martinoviel
Miss Elliott, Mrs. Dabovieh, Misses b ary and
Auna Dabovieh, Misses Georgiana and Ameiia
Ldabovich, Miss Natalia V. Kashevaroff, Mrs.
Bollman, Mrs.! Fraopetta, Mrs, Caplain
Zantmau, Mrs. Baum, Miss Virgiola Baum, Miss
Meineeke, Miss Marganta Gllkyson, Miss f'fellie
Gilkyson, Mrs, Hay, Miss Huy, Miss Minnie
Fish, Miss Emma Kratzenstein, Mr. and Mrs,
Guerlin, Mrs. Petroff, Mrs, Pletson, Mrs.
Wenver, Captain J. B. Uoghlan, U. 8. N., Liag-
teunnt D. Delehanty, U. S, N,, Mr. E. P, Alexine,
Mr N, W. Ptetson. Rev, A, . Kashevaroff, Mr.
W. P, Dye, Mr. W. C, Stadtleld. Mr. J. J. Relnal,
Mr. A. C. Rodriguez, Mr. George 1, feddi.
Mr. John Bollwan, Mr. Vadimiy Bollman, ' My,
M. 1. Krueger, Mr. ﬁull P. Kashevaroll.
S On Friday the hnglry couple started for Lieir
future residence in Sitka, Alaska,
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ever kept ready for such’ purposes.

Eiimed for g viars,

THE BEAR.

What the Revenue Cutter Has
Been Doing.

| The Legend of Rirate Cove--Searching for

Witnesses in-Criminal Cases—The
Liguor Traffic.

the
Lo

advices recelved rom

Lotters and
th tell of an already
United Stites revent
only are the sealing
tected this vear, illi

v eriise for
cutter Pear. Not
iterests to bho pro-

t liguor supplies to be

conliscs . protection to bd given to the
dist ress aid rendered to shipwreckeil
whinlers, madl to be distributed, supplies to
b apportioned at the various stations, the
(MK 33 l! '.|-|'|

wm performed, too numerois to

wttention is
son fhe claims of

mgntion, o which every yes

to be given, but

e and the glits of men living
nnder the protection of Lhe | Ll 45 be
forwarded,  The were, espetinl orim- |

who demanded
This is no e Y
red that these wit-

1wt

murder,

fuals on trial

thuir quota of

whien it
are to be colle Ereat expenso

e from widely distant islands, or
fce-hound coast line, and ol

work IS COns

seped lor mur-
& len withesss

8L |
Lt thousand
wernment,
wore called into

|

dallars,  Taeeonon for th
thie Bear and its officers
seTvice, |
Ahout the middle of April the cutter left
Bit) taking on, board Governor Knapp,
United States Bistrict Attornoy O oli-
ston, and the Deaputy Upited Stutes Muar-
shal, George Kostprometenpff. Tt returned
to Sitka early the sccond week of May, hav-
i not only gecomplished its tnsk of eo
lecting witnesses, but Taving also picked |
up und brovght to port the erew of the
schooner Premier, which went on the rocks
off Cagest. John, April Gth,
The Premier, when it eame to
i i i

v WS

tor the

ompany {rom oY {0
distance of five hundre
Poaulson, with a crew of

fifseen mion, w ].ng( i wuy, after the loss
of the schooner, aErmss tholwitweto | I-"k'l‘::
Cove, where the Bear rescued thiens, » .

Mrs. Healy, who uecompunied her s
hund, ptain Healy, north this season,
o letter, recently received by friends in
vity, gives the following interesting
probably until now unwritten history of the
lirst settlers of I'irate Cove, ante-dating
IRus=<inn oceupation of Alasl she pridfy
the aceount with the remark that the
10 remaote that no exact or oie
‘it ean be obtained ; but the st
as follows:

PIRATE COVE

Yes
favorite haunt of & powerful and warl
people, who subsisted by raiding neighbaor-
From these they exacted trib-
15, s and other products of the
v never thought of hunting

eulated system of contiscation
ually made their pi-
n boats, which were

ind robher

=

These -l‘:-p]l- wore accounted not UI:!‘\'
e, bn‘tl and blood-thirsty, but exp

i adventuresome mariners.  They were
choterror of the sShamangin Islunds, gnd
mder their tyrannical control the  people

Afrer suffering

tor years the scourges of oppression and
riupine, the Kodink natives formed o deter-
nitned and well-eoncerted plan to hattle
with their merciless despots. Under cover
of udark, dismal Alasky night, they sor-
prised the Pivate Cove natives, who little
thought an enemy was within many miles,
Tuken unawares, they fell easy victims to !
those who had suffered ev indignity at
their homds, The enraged avengers wiped
ot their wrongs the complete massacre
ol every sonl in Pirste Cove. lveén to this |
Iy numberless bhones are ind under- |
wind 3 also, the remains of honses and |
t= and primitive implements of war.
The ruins and hutnan skeletons afe all that
remain to tell af the piratical crew that
onte oceupied this little cove where now
stands, perhaps, the largest eodtish estab- |
ust. |

|

lishment on the Pacific
SEARCHING FOR LIQUOR,

Difting the search or witnesses the Bear
put in at * Sund Point.”” a noted place of |
réndezvous for the whalers, just before en- |
tering Behring Seq, und is naturally & point
here much confraband liquor woald: find
Captuin Healy knew thut, sote-
»in the vicinity was a stronghold |

the mucli-tressured ardent spivits

3 1, and was hent finding and 4
the repository.  Lientenant Jar-4
n the followii ceonnt of the |

“The cellar was the most in-
contrived wiluir imaginable, It
apparently bare. To the right was a
large bulkhead that looked as if it were
built solidly agpingt the bank~ A match-
spfeand o box helding Hre extingnishers
were Lol neuinst it. Under the hox
il bolts and o thumb-piece of
# the thumb-piece it worked

i the ingide of the bilk-
I of the nlkhead—it wis
sl out and tp on
Lidilen by cleats
oss, and certainly [ooked
ocent l'IIf'li;.‘Ch‘ I:l"\'lll'lli wos another
Ikhead, About the eenter of this and
near the flvor was & bolt withn souare head,
tran through one of the uprights thut
seemed o protect the bulkhead. A pieco of
s pipe; nothing more in appesrunce than
ust-dway iron, was Iyi newr the baolt,
Lhue eoudgwas ]mln:u:v-rm}flu i y bolt-head
1 1 L™

anmd serve g5 a4 key to 1

bolt opened o door o oot thidkand revealed
a second seeret eloset about eleven feet deep
aml six feet square. The place, rllnll;:!l
newly repaired, hid ovidently been in use
for severul years,”’

[t was emply at the time of the visit of
the officers of the Bear, as it i= too early in
the r to have the season’s stock in store,
bt Captain Healy ordered it 1o be totally
demaolished and felt that in finding and de-
stroying the pluce that labor was well
rewarded and he hpd 1o reason to regret the
delay it caused.

MIBUPLLAN
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O NOTES,

The past winter hns been severe and the

spow was deép on the mountaing and |
islunds when the Bear sighted them. From
Seoatrle to Sitka and the Seal Islands the

cutrter had :
wind and w
=ome duys

 delightful trip. The weather, |
ves were [(avoruble all the way.
wis like yachting, all was
tiful, while the monutains in
snow mantles presented a lit'l'lll'('rh‘llll"
gppearance. Nor has it been all nnending
Libor and contending with grim, legal tech-
nicalities (Captain Healy has this year e
appointed Justice of the Peéace of all Alaska
in orider to focilitate the cotese of justice
and law), There was a wodding in® those
northern regions, a wedding in high life,
conducted with ¢ oand dig-
nity of rel itary surronndings,
and on the veturn trip of the Bear, fraom
Nitka to Seattle, she brought the bride and
m, Judge and Mrs, Tarpley, down on
bridal trip, and then on to Oonalaska,
e they will remain antil autamn,

stof May the Beny again steamoed
ont of Seugttle Harbor bound for the North
and the Arvetie Ocean. It will be December
before the sonthern cour: again thought
of.  Rey. Dr. sheldon Jackson joined My,
and Mr<, Healy on the 25th of Muay, und
will aceompany them, He iz going on
missiononey duty.  Captain Healy is much
interested this vewr in the enterprise of
stocking the northern regions with w quan-
tity of reindeer, which Le contidently be-

lieves will be w great blessing to the natives,
furnishing them above all things with u |
proper fooa T stpplys = FHe is ambitious this |

trip to make the preliminery steps toward |
introdocing the animals, and there is little |
doubt that with aid {rom the Government

authoritiesat Washington he will sueeeed, :

— pp——
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GOVERNOR OF ALASKA|

EN ROUTE TO THE WORLD'S FAIR
DEDICATION.

Aun Interesting Exhibit will be Made
- From the Northwest Peninsula—|
A Telk with the Governor at the |
Manitoba. {

Lyman E, Koapp, governor of Aluh,'
artived in the city yesterday afterncon from
the west, accompanied by one of his nide-
de-campe, Oolonal Kosteometinoff, Governor
Kuoapp la on his way to Okicago to attand
vhe dedication of the buildings of the World’s
Falr, to which hia serritory ia contributing
a0 important sand Inberasting exhibis,

In snswer to the Tree Press man's en-
quiriea sa to the mature of Alngka's ex
hibisb, Governor Knapp replied : “Our exhibip
will ohlefly bs of an ethnologieal ohnr«
acter, representing the men, phe cnsbones,
sod ‘the induateiss of our ubeniroi)
The Thlinkets, the Hydsbe, snd Isimpsesna,
(thres of the Alasks Indian tribes,) will be
well reprasented, while the Alcute, the Kiki.
mos and the Athsbasoans will haye emallar
exbibita, Thers will also bs o emsller axhi«
bition of onr minsesls, whils our fisheries will
of couitse noy be overlogked,”

“What sort cf a placa ls Bitks, your
usplh!" :

*We now heve & white population of 50D
inhabitants, about half of thesa mre of Rus-
sian descant, but have ubialned their Ameri-
csn citizanship purchase, Thea thare
are about 1,200 nasives, making & population
of 1,700 inhabitanta,”

“What sre the privcipal and moss valuable
industries 7

“In tbe fiest ploes, our ealmon fiaheries,
which mesn sa snnual prodace of over thres
million dollars; shen gur eod fisheries, whioh
are worsh from seven to elght hundred thous.
and dollares yesrs then the berring flsharies,
oil and guano meanfaotures,”

“And what abouy your seals 3"

"'Under pressnt difficuitics the senl fishary ia
of no large redults or valus, bud there is &
larga frads dona in fars; 1,700 pes ottera
worth from $1,00 to £2 50 apisce, was the
turnoud last yesr for this valuabla fur,”
‘d“YE;tL hava s large number of visitors now-

BYH .

“Yer, and we are glad to gea o, good many
of you peopla vislsing ws, This lnst mmmer
we had 3,000 visltors, and they lasve s los of
mouey bebind thew, parhaps on an nversge
820 n]éim. It only takes seves days to get
fromn Sitka t2 Tacoma now,”
It ia four years ago mises Governor Konpp
|| Bead wafn}: h& Alulkah mdh he sags lbu kas
ebby falr ideaof wheret e norbh pale is now,
| ptOnf Kostrometloof, who accompanies 4he
governory is of Ruesinn Jparcnbsge, born in
Alsske, snd in one of $he most inflasntinl
Russiane in Sitks, Hu is the courd interpra-

ter, .
Two other of the governor's alde de oAmDS,
| Col. Ishaza and Col. Willazd haye alteady
| preca ded Governor Kunpp to the esst, and
will join him for ghe ceremonjes as Chicsgo. -
—_—— -

PIONEER ™ PRESS:
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Alnska's Governor,
Winnipeg, Special, Qet. 16.—Lyman .
Knapp, governor of Alaska, 1% here en route

to Chicago to attend the dedicatory exer-
clses of the world's falr bulldings. He {s

accompanied by his ald-de-camp, "Col. Kos.
Jdrometrioff, and goes south in the morning. |

[
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and Hat the Palmer house, ‘Vhe governor ar-
rived over the Chicago & Norr.hvfeatrm Fen=
terday  morning, together - with  Adjt.-Geg,
Uhacles H. Is am and - Lieut.-Col, George.
Oftrometinofl,. ol Eugene 8, Willard was
in ndvance of them several weeks, and was the
only one to mest them ‘ab the Northwestorn -
et the h :
Ying at the hotel and eastin about {he
s thgy M ded, with s f!t!‘p!gﬂl of Cnrlt.‘
I Willard, 10 atfend the réception aad ball ae
the Auditorium, When the governor looked
for his tickets, however, he remembored hyy-
ing loft them sz home in Sitka
Col. Isham lmme_dlu.ciy staried ont o effect
& compromise, Hea appHed to the manage-
ment of the entertalument and wgs told to
have no uneasiness on that score, us an escory
Was weslgned to each Rgovernor, who would ges
that they took their position at the reception.

| |
| |
| I

|

!
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SATURDAY, MARCH 17, 1894,

BURNING OF BARANOFF
CASTLE.

The old and cherished l:l.ndm:u‘k;
“Buranoft Castle’’ is no more, and the |
crest. of the hill, the Kekoor, upou |
whieh the building was erected, out-|
lines itsell this moruing aguinst the |
sky, 18 Biraio saw it wlmost & centu-
ry agn, when he cnne from Kodiuk |

of  the Russinu-American l:-’illp:lll)’!
which had then recently been chart- |
ered by the energetic Enpre-s Catha-|
vina 11, i
The lpss of the Castle is irveparable |
for Sitka. It is knoawn all over ‘the
civili=ed world by the thousands who
Diave visited this sublimely pictures.
que coast, and have become nequaint-
ed with its legends and the events
conpected with the historic building.
It wasabout 2 A M. this morning
when Sergeant L. - Delmore, of the
Marine Garrison, who was on duty as
Sergeant of the Guurd, discovered fire
issuing from between the rustic under-
neath the building’s foundation, about
in the middle on the east side. The
loug roll was immediutely sounded, and
the firealarn gun diseharged, while a|
member of the gusrd was sent to  Fire-
men's hall to ring the fire bell.  Lieut,
Jos. H. Pendleton and his command |
was, as usual, among the first on the
grourd and discerned Commissioner |
Robert C. Rogers, the only oceupant
of the building at night, standing in
front of his bedroom window, near!
the northwest corner of the structure,
on the second floor. Mr. Rogers was |
perfectly composed, and upon seeing
Lieut. Pendleton shouted: “'I eannot
find my way out on account of the
dense smoke;” to which the Lieuteu-
ant answered “doi’t be afraid, we will
help you out.” The officer then went
to the front door to gain eatrance Lo
the building, but wus driven bLack by
suftoeating smoke, as soon as he opened
the door. He then ordered u ladderto
be brought up; at that time the ladder
truck of the Fire Brigade arrived at
the scene of the fire and one of its lad-
ders was brought up, but was tooshort. |
Mr. Wm. G. Juack brought- up n
second ladder and with the sid of that
one Mr., Rogers was’ saved through
the window, having nothing on but un
avercont hastily thrown over his night-
clothes. This was all the gentieman i
gaved from bhis valuable belongiigs;
his faithful dog “Bret Hmite” alsal

losing its lifein the flames.

Boon after the Marines reached L
seene, the second sigual gan was lired,
notifying the Pinta that assistance

from her was reyuired. The blues|
juckets under Lieut. David Peacock, |
the gunboat's executive ofileer, il
Eusign Rust did effective service in
protecting the adjacent District juil
building and the Custom Honse from |
catehing tire. The edsterh wail 6f the

Ti:tilwzm saved from fgniting by suils
{which Lieut, Peacock ordered from
the Naval store house, the canvas being
kept “wet' eontinually by the sailors
and the Mission boys, all working
with n will, Burrels were placed on the
roofs of the aforementioned structures
nud kept filled with water, as soon as
they wereemptied. The Firk Brigade
and the Muarines commeneed to at
temipt to extinguish the fire in the
Castle itself, but it was soon realized
that this wasa hopeless task and every -
body: then turned o protecting the
adjacent Government buildings, and
the Marines commenced to remove the
portable property of District Judge
Warren Truitt and District Attorney
C. 8. Johnson, who have their apart-
ments on the third floor of the Jail
bullding; the same fuoree taking every-
thilig back as soon as the danger hag
passed. eyt : e

The massive Castle gradually sue=
cumbed: to-the raging flaunes, its east-
ern wing falling in first; ar 5.30 A, M.
the western wing was consumed and
gradually fell to the ground leaving
nothing of the structure’s timbers
standing erect.

Bguty Clerk Aviehprre= ey
busy “Mgn, he putlin _,..-'!'
Court-settls ool 3
of the Y uusg
{l‘!r -

5 n?‘lce in readinesd
Cge | the other bLulld
Fs should take I8
“All worked to their utmost to save
what could be protected from the
uttucks of the fire Hend and Jjt is duoe
toe the united efforts of the Marine
Garrison, the Pinta’s command, the
Fire Brigade, the Mission boys and
of almost every citizen that the con-
[ lagration was [linited to the Cas'le.
| Givernor, James Bheukley, alwnys
| Kindhearted, served out hot eoftee to
[the workers, in which he was n«sist-
ed by his son, Mr, F, E. Sheakley. |
Mr. Reuben Albertstons took Ht‘\'t‘ll-!
\

teen photographs of the Casile while

the (Lunes were consuming it. |

——
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—PHILADELPHIA,

|” The Alaska Herald, published nt Sjila,
Alaska, in iis issne of February G, cou-
taius & very interesting {ranslation of an
article from the Russian magazine, Kolo-
kol, published at Moscow, Russia. Con-
tributors to the fund to help the starving
Russians will ba pleased to sce the very
grateful terms used in it in speaking of the
| donations snd, sympatly of Ameriea to
| their starving tellow beings in Russia, The
article was translated by Mr, George Kost-
rometineff, United States interpreter at
Alaska. The following is an extract from
the article:

*In the hard year of the local failure ot
the crop, it is agreeable to note the mani-

festation of sympathy of the great American |
people for the suffering population in the |

| fnmine districts in most of the counties of
Russia, The aid from the far off West,
with whom we bave no entauglements and
have never had any collision, and mo al-
linnoe, ¢omes in & measure and form agree-
able and precious to us sa s proof of disin-
terested humanity and enduring sympathy,
But co-operation shown us by the Ameri-
cans in dealing out benevolence by ita own
dimepsion and by its form, illustrates how
Americans unite in generous action, and
this plan is vividly realized by us. We see
before us a fact, it may be said ineompar-
able in the history of indernational relation,
& phenomenon, to open to itselfl a new erm
in respect to eivilized nations' usage with
cach other, and contrast of principleina
llvclg struggle for material interests and
forcible predomination, s great covenant,
‘love each other,’ * . * &
“Co-operation of Americans astounded
by its own measures and by its own form,
In reality the waine of the first cargo
brought on the Indiana exceeds $100,000,
not counting the cost of freight and in-
surance. Alter Indians comes Misgouri with
10 less a eargo, and then the steamer Iowa,
| Besides this & considerable sum of money
is gathered, so that the whole total of dona-
tions, wheat and money, equal about & mil-
lion roubles. Never has such & large dona-
tion been given by one nation to another!
Such donutions by Americans characterize
the practioul surroundings aud high spirit
of eaterprise of her people,

““Cities, commercinl housas, farmers,
flour merchants, the owners of railroads
und transportation companies, from the
largeet capitalisis to the smallest laborers,
linall a few thousand persous, took the
active part in subseription and co-opera-
tion in trapsporting the cargo. Without
delny the mensures have been taken of
transporting  the wheat from difterent
cities to the loading of the ships and send- |
Ing it sway, aud in less than two months
the grain was all gathered in Minnmu,|
New York, Pennsylvania, Kansas, ete,
ete., and was on the various railroads to
the different counlies wlere the horror.
stricken people were suffering from the
famine on aceount of the tnilure of the
crops,””

e A A —— S ! .

@hedlasha Qtl;;tl:;

Moxpay, JurLy 31, 1393

The gunboat Pinta left here last
Thursday morning with John G.
Brady, Assistant District Attorney.
and George Kostrometinoff, Special
Deputy Marshal and court interpre-

'ter, for Prince of Wales Island, Kla-
Iwnck, Shakan, and Karta bay-
They will call at Wrangel and take
along with them Hon. W. A.
Kelly, U. 8. Commissioner. Com-
plaints are made of trouble among
the natives of Prince of Wales Is—
land which needs official attention.
At Klawack there is a row between
the whites and natives r garding
the fishing grounds. It is asserted
that the whites have stretched their
nets across the month of the river
impeding the run of salmon depriv-
ing the uatives of their usual stock
of fish for winter use. At Shakan
it is asserted that the natives are
manufacturing hoochinoo in large
quantities. At Karty bay a witch
case is reported, the victim being a
native, who is being subject to all
manner of barbarity by his heathen-

ish brethren.

JuneauCityMining Record |

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 1, 1892,

Col. Isham and Col. Kostromefinoff }lii'-:-l.‘lirl
| through Juneau on the Topeka on their way to
Sitka from: Chicago where they have been attend-

| ing the dedication of the World's Fair building.

[ In one of the Chicaga papers we noticed the pic-
tures of hoth of these gentlemen, Col. Isham vis-
ited Washington city and in the daily Zbsf of that
place of October 25 we find the following: *“Col.

Charles H. Isham, adjutant general of the territory
of Alaska, arrived in the city yesterday, and will |

remain here for a week on a visit to his family. |
Col. Isham is a Washington boy, aud prior to his|
going to Alaska two years since was an active

member of the National Rifles for many vears.

Last evening he visited his old command and took

part in the Monday night drill. He received au

ovation from the boys and was accorded the com-

pany cheer and afterward handsomely enter-

tained."”
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The Alaska News.

DI&CI&\I BER 24, 1396

l IN DAYS GONE BY,

|
Legend of Baranoff Castle During the

! Wrangel Regime.
!

Few people have ever vigited Alaska that have
[ not geen or at least heard of the Baranoft castle,
as it was popularly termmed, which antil its de-
| struction by fire & few years ago was the federal
headqnarters of the teritorial officials at Sitka.
It occupied a most commanding positon on the
| snmmit of a slight eminence and from an archi-
| teetiral standpoint the terin castle was extremely
Lapplicuble, go strongly was it built and with gnch
stannch belongings. Twice before the last con-
flagration which so completely wived it ont of ex-
istence, was it destroyed and as many times was
it rebnilt by the old Russiuns who saw in it a re-
minder of the baronial dayvs of the uiernBomunuﬂ
The first ealamity to befall this ancient relic of the
White Czar occnrred over eighty yvears ago when
the five god razed it to the ground. It was imme-
diately rebuilt and a nwmber of years later it
toppled over & mass of rnins from the effect of a
severe earthquake. Again was it rebuilt and for
many years it stood an ohject of attraction to tonr-
ists and one of special veneration to the residents.
When Alaska was transferred to the United States
the castle was tuken as @ sort of official head-
quarters and as snch was it occupied until the
Ltoreh of an incendiary again laid it in ashes.
Tourists found much to admmire in the old and
equally massive brass chiandeliers and huge bronze
hinges that had adorned itin its days of glory.
The building had & semi-deserted and melanchely
appearance but was ene of much interest, speaking
as it did of a grander history when Sitka was the
metropolis of the Pacific coast of North America,
from the centre of which sach nndisputed power
eminated, The presence in Juneau during the
past two weeks of a nmmnber of Sitka’s old resi-
dents is responsible for the following hitherto un-
published iegend concerning the old castle. It is
well known among the Russian families wlhere it
has been handed dewn fromn generation to gener-
ation and the veracily of the relator ean not be
doubted :

It runs that when Baron hum.umﬂ‘ WaS governor
he had living with him an arplnm niece and ward,
who like all orphan nieces in fendal castles, was
beautiful beyond compare. A distingnished prince
who was a guest at the castle became deeply en-
amored of her charms and determined to carry
her back to Russia his bride. His guit found fuvor
in the old baron’s eyes, for he was wealthy and
possessed much inflnence at the court of the czar,
The niece, however, would not listen to the plead-
ings of the impetaous prince, us she had months
before given her heart to a young lientenant then
attached to the garrison. Finding his efforts were
in vain the impassioned lover sought the assist-
ance and good oflices of the old baron, before
[ whom the trembling and frightened girl was sum-

moned to appear. To the redoubtable haron she
o ired forth her tale of woe, explaining with eyes

hnmmmg full of tears that her heart liad been
|gwen to another, that she conld not love the
| prince, and ended by refusing peremptorily to

marry lim. The old governor, like the rest of his

race in traditional accounts, was an accomplished

diplomat, and instead of flying into a furious rage
at once feigned an interest in the young lieutenant.
This interest apparently increased in a short time
and it was not long until he was sent off on an ex-
pedition which the unsuspecting man thought
wonld regult in honors being heaped upon liim on
his retarn. Once out of the way preparations
were hastily made for her marringe with the
prince. Deprived of the support of her lover’s
counsels and presence, she finally yielded to the
threats of her uncle and the ceremony was sol-

‘emniye:l Half an honr after the marriage, while

| the gayely was at its height, the young lientenant

sirode in‘u the ball room, his traveled stiined
dress amd haggard appearance contrasting strongly
with the glittering costumes and gay faces of the
revelers, During the silence which followed his
ominous and unexpected presence he stepped up
to the hapless girl and took her hand. After gaz-
ity for a few moments on the ring that the prince
had placed there, he without a word and before
anyone could interfere drew a dagger from his belt
and stubbed her to the heart,  Iu the wild confu-
sion which followed he escaped from the castle,
but the same evening, overcome with griel and
unable to live without her whom he so fondly
loved, yet ruthlessly murdered, he threw himseli
into the sea, from whose cold embrace his body
wus never recovered. Ever after lLier spiril was
seen on the anniversary of her wedding night, her
slender, svelte like form robed in heavy brocade,
pressing her hands on the wonnd in her heart, the
tears strewning from her eyes.  Sometimes bejore
a heavy storm she would make lier appearance in
the little tower at the top of the eastle vnce used
as u light house. There she would burn a light
until dawn for the spirit of ln-r lover at sea.

|
—dl k
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|
Mr, Frank Guertin, formerly Lieu- 4
tenant in the U, S. \..n_} arrived by |
the last steamer from Oukland, Cali-
fornia. "Mr. Guertin was in Sitka sey-
en years ago stationed on board the U.
8, Ship Janiestown, when he was mar-
ried to Miss Nadin Kostrometinoff,
sister of Mr. George Kostrometinoft, of
thisoify.
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RUSSIAN EASTER.

Althongh this festival is known to
all as the celebraiion of the resnrrec
tion of Christ, the ceremonies of the
Groeco-Russian
derstood by only a few.

The feast itself 1s annually obsery-
ed throughont Christendom. 'The
word Easter, Anglo Saxon, Eostre,
Fosten; German, Ostern, like the
names of the days of the week isa
survival of the old Teutonic My-
thologyv. According to Bede ib is|
derived from Eostre, or Ostern, the
Anglo-Saxon goddess of Spring,
to whom the fourth month, answer-
ing to our April—thence called
Eosten month—was dedicated. This
month, the same authority informs
us was the same as the *“Mensis
Paschalis,” when *-the old festival
was observed with the gladness of a
new solemnity.”

There is no record of the eelebra
tion of Easter festival in the New
Testament or in the writings of the
apostolic fathers. The ecclesiag
tieal historian, Socrates, states with
perfect trath that npeither Christ
nor his apostles enjoined the keep

church are un-

ing of this or any other festival. Il
says “The aposiles had no thonght
of appointing festival days, but ol
promoting a life of hlamelessndss
and pietys” and he attriby
introduetion of the festivad of Baster |
into the chareh to the perpstuation |
of an old usage, “‘just as iwany other

es the

castoms have heen establist
The first Christians being de
from, or, at least, intimatelv con

nected with the Jewish chnrel),
naturally continued to observe thi
Jewish festivals thongh in a new
Spirif, as commemorations of events
of which these had been tlu
shadows. The Passover, ennobled
by the thouglit of Christ, the true
Paschal Lamb, the first fruits from
the dead, continued to be celebrated
and became the Christian Easter,
Thus the human instinct whiel
everywhere craves for the com
memeration of
the personpl, social, ecelesiastical
or national life, fonnd its leoitimate
gratification in the celebr tion ol
the events which are the fiundation
of the Christian faith,

arked epochs in

a———

The first day of the Passion Werk
celebrated in the Russian ehnreh is
Palm Sunday, at which time g free|
is placed in the church and paims|
are distributed amongst the wor-|
shippers. On the Thursday follow- |
ing, called Holy Thursday, the eve|
of Good Friday, the priest reads
twelve passages from the seriptures
relating to the oceurrences of Pas
sion week. In the mother country
the Metropolitan washes the feet of |
iwelve bishops in Moscow, St |
Petersborg and Kief, On Good
¥riday the service commences ol I
2. ., during which the image of |
the Savior in the tomb i3 brought
from the Altar reom or Holy of
Holies and placed in the center of
the chnreh upon a carved dais call-
ed the Katafolgn; Each member of
the congregation stands with 2
lighted taper in his or her hand and
upon the completion of the service |
they approach the image imprinting |
a kiss upon the hand amd wpon the |
B'ble which js placed upon the|
breast of the image and a third on :
the feet. Saturday at 2 a. m. con-
menees the burial service, when the |

representation of the Christ is ear
ried around the exterior of the

{ehurel, the congregation following

[with lighted tapers. High mass is

Leelebrated at noon.  Shortly before
:I 12 miduight the priest robed in black
| velvel wvestments  trimmed with |
silver lace reads a prayer before the
image and then returns it to the|
sanetnm sanetoram, or Holy of Lo

lies, where it i placed npon the

altar; at midnight precisely & gun is
fired. the bealls toll, the doors of the |

Sanctum Sanctornm are thrown

open and the pricst comes forth in|

silver vestments with the cross and |

carrving a triple eandlestick, with |
lf'ﬂ:lm': candles, representing the
third day after the erne

liy of Resurraction. Inhis right

R
fimnd he swings a censer containing
burning incens:, the arnmatic fiumes i
f which gently pervade the baild- |
ing. Following the priest are two |
il the clergy one of whom, (Rev,
A. P. Protopopoff) carries thej
IIIEI\ Bible, whilst the other. Rev.
A. M. Archan

velsky,) curries the

ilepiction of the resurrection, They
oceed gronnd the ehureh once the

)

1 being  representative of the

ourney of Mary Magdalene to the
4. L1 - b v

omb of Christ whither she went |

with balsam ani spices to auoint her

Lord's body: The congrezation
R f |
ST "\lo @ 1['.[\'1' Ben the yosurrec-
ion of Chyist.’? The procession
3 " B -
T e et -r«._ *
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Lops at the entrance of the churel | . :
LHG PHE HOMINY 861V TOE COLITI R s | : ’ . |
: .|l. !1.: morhing s "vice commeners G.T./IJL 3[1‘!5[{3 ﬁcrl.(lh .
llr'. | Wit the sone *C0rist IS risen {rom . - L
he dJdoend. The lours are 3oy ! ST
Lane dond. L he dog g then | Satuvday, June 30, 1894,
I"_'a.‘.'-"d amnd the plrocession eters
and fhe full serviee ecommeness. .
T PR e y THE U. S. 8. PINI'dM RETURNS.
Lhe priest faging the cong )i
. is risen,™ and they, | T ] g 1
(-fo. AT i it I'he Pinta arrived home Tuesday |
A <4 IS 1L B I* il eer ! - 1
DM PANTONS ALSW g g I i evening, leaving Juneau last Mon- |
companlons; apswer * Heis raen ! ; : i
B . X “ﬁ day alternoon: She brought back N
s Jabe service was fully at- K e m
' RS : , : By Bishop Nicholas and party. The !
wly Lhe ehureh beinge  literally A . |
. X Y ] - dedieation of the new ehinreh  at
crowded, e beantilul decorn
TR A Junean took place last Monday.
lons of painlinezs, the ecold and silv- ; . :
. : )iy after which mass was held and
sranid peasions stonss shone hright- 3
. T i T Deacon Ivan Bartnovsky was or—
Ly In the birilliant tHonmnnation erea " ; 2 x N |
GF ; ; dained priest and will be pastor of|
ted by the hundreds of eandles. r I
A S > the new church. Mr. A. P. Kashe- |
Creorpe Kostrometinott, the cura : : m |
I . : 3 ; : varoff lead the choir. The chareh |
tor deserves the Lighest praise for :
} ol PP i was erowded to witness the ceremo-
the carelnl attention  which e : }
: devoles (o the appearance of the Illt!::. . ; 1
T R T | I ; I'he Bishop and his party are
chureh and its CULPeLS, Every- . - m : ) +
Vi M y AL indebted to Capt. W. T. Burwell for i
where is neatness and  cleanliness, |
: andiik i axt v q : T the passage over to Junean and also
: and it s extremely doubtiul whether : ' the Pi or 11
any more beautifully decorated or to the ‘lrﬂll‘l'lh of the Pinta for the|
untarnished edilice can be' 'seen on t'm”_“‘hh.h '\:]I“““' . 5
e Biskop Nicholas will leave Sitka
The Russians regard Baster in the for the Westward to inspect the |
sanme hght that Amerieans view the various churches around the coun-
New Year's day. Ou the first day try and expecls to return to San |
the gentlemen do the ealling, and Francisco in September. He will
the ladies visit on the second dav. ro from the latter place to Wash-| )
l.‘]llll: l'JlTl'i'.il‘f_" the house the visitor ngton, I')- ., to I1’]"”“' church | {
presents to the host an exy, and say- mafters.  The Bishop was highly | l
& M - i
’ ing “Christ is risen” kisses him pleased with Juneau and made thel
three times, once on the left chesk, acqunaintance of many of ._IIIIII.‘:.HI‘.‘«‘E
onee on the rignt and astly op the esteemed ]wnplv. |
Lips, aud receives an exchange egr, |
R fat-eilen s R bl B #_F e, i
I'his is the oreatest h'.;l.ll.!_\ that e I i
Kussians vhserve | |
. | |
|
|
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| | |
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{  There are two villages at Cape

MoNDAY, JANUARY 30, 1893,

| Bt
|.-I Trip of the U, S. A.
Cape Foux.
| el s
i The U, 8.8, Pinta left Sitka on
1893, at
11:30a i for Fox, with
|| Charles S, Johnson, UU. 8. District
Attorney, and Geo. Kostrometinoff
I:;-‘]m:-i:ll Depnty Marshal, on im;mi: |
I;\l‘r‘i\'w[ at Wrangel on the 24th|
[inst. at 8 o’clock p m., took W. .\_|
Kelly, U.
and left Wrangel the next worning |
25th at 6 Passed |

m and

January
Cape

S, Comnissioner on board !
Jan. o' clock.
steamer Topeka at 9 a
Ward's Cove,
Tongass Narrows, at 8 o'cloeck that !
Left Ward’s  Cove, .]:m_i
| 26th at 7 a m and arrived at .\T.‘lr\‘!
[sland at 10:30 a m. =)

nll‘t.] IE'II'II anchor .at

evening.

Immediately upon the arrival at
| Mary Island, Deputy Marshal Kos-
trometinoff’ went ashore with search
| warrants and warrants of arrest for |
{ two white men living on that Is-|

| Lund.

i The house sitnated about half a
{mile from the Customi Houseand in
| possession of one Carl Jonson was
searched firrt. Found one 10 gal-
lon keg partly full of whisky, Iu!u.-
bottle and one gallon demijohn of|
whisky. The house that is situa-|
ted about one

eighth of a mile|

from the Custom House and be- |

longing fo P. Peerson was sarched |
Found two cases and seven bottles

of foreign whisky, (Canadian rye.)

The liquor found in both houses
wus sdized and Carl Jonson and | P
Peerson were arrested and taken on
bogrd the Pinta.

Left Mary Island at 1 o'clock p
m and arrived at Cape Fox willage
at 3 o'clock p m. :
Kelly, District Attorney Johnson,
and Deputy Marshal
off, went ashore.

Commissioner

Kostrometin- |

Pinta to,

|
-..-_'.k_ o ——— =t Y —~&

Fox three miles apart. The boat
was first rowed to the nearvest vil-
lage from the ship. Not finding
anybody there they immediately
went to the further village. The

latter is the largest and has 15

‘houses, about 500 inhabitants and

is one of the eleanest and nieest In-
dian villages in Alaska. [tisopen
to the sea and has no harbor except |
for canoes and sloops, surrounded |
by long reefs and rocks and il is |
very dangerous for gh ps to attempt
to cotne near the shore. As goon |
as the boat landed the officers went |
to the chief's house and there they
inwestigated the trouble which oc-
eurred in Deccmber last.

The story of the Indians 1s a8
follows : !

The white men wh are now liv- |

ing on Mary dsland are well kuown
Before he |
that |

used to

th1s for a long time
Custom House was built on
i!"lﬁ!ld these

come to our village in the

white men
sloop
and sell whisky to us, and now they |
live on that island where the Cus- |
tom House is and when we want |
|whisky we go there to buy it. |

A few days before l'hrih‘fm::s]
Invat-kat, his brother Kan-ya, Ke-
vak, und his brother Nah-li-av-ta-
tin went to the island to buy whis-
{ky. When we git to the
| the three white men  were all to-

island

!gether in one house, namely P

Peerson, Carl Jonson and John |
We hought $45 worth of

‘ whiskey of them, (18 bottl»s at $2.50

Nl'l.f"itlll,

per bottle). ‘Before we left !h:-\
\house-the white men treated 1|.~]
several times and when we left the |

On the|
way to the village Kan-ya and Nah-

[eland we were all drunk.

l-ay-ta-tin got to quarreling and |
finally to fighting with knives, and |
' when we got home buth men were
ldead from loss of blood and cold
Jweather, as it took us a long lim»-|
to get home. On our arrival il“![ll'l
there was a great excitement and |
[the news spread abroad that the |
[Indians were fighting among them-
| selves, but now every thing is quiet
|as we have had a peace dance and
every body has «a good Illl]:-l-ulul‘
|  We also brought with us the two|

surviving Indians, Inval-kat and
Ke-yak, as witnesses against the
white men. Left Wrangel on the
Mth inst.. nt 3 o'elock and ar- |
rived at Sitka at 12 o'clock > on |
ithe 29th.
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the penitentiury for ten years, where |
he died from consumption.” After
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Saturday, July 21, 1894,

Move of the Shakan Murder,

The . 8. 8. Pinta left Sitka on
Sunday the 8th inst. for Shakan to
fvestigate the late ke of a
white man, known as Jenson, by
Indians. Governor Sheakley, Dis-
trict Atty. Lytton Taylor, Deputy
Maishal Wallace and Special Depu-
ty Geo. KostrometinotT were aboard
Ta-ak (Indian) who was arrested
lately for being implicated in the
affair, was taken also in order
to identify the other murderers.
The Pinta arrived at Point Ellis
Montday the 9th and staying there
several hours rounded Cape Decis-
ion that night arviving at Shakan
Tuesday morning, From the latter
place they went to Wrangel the
same  evening, landing.  Deputy
Marshal Wallace. Leaving Wran
gel at 10 p. m. they made Metlakat
la on Thursday morning,
the Governor and party were kindly

There

received by Rev. Robt. Dunean.
superintendent of the episcopalian
miss 0 1. Approj riat »ad lresses were
delivered by Governor Sheakley,
District Attorney Taylor a: d Capt.
W. T. Buarwell.
Metlakatla are rnnning in  good
shape there being a big ran of fish

The canneries at

this season. They left Metlakatla
Thursday evening and arrvived at a
place called Ketchekan.  From there
to Kake village, near Hanulton bay
and thenece to Chileoot and Hoonah
which latter place they left Monday
and arrived home on Tuesday after
noot.
THE MURDER.

The following story was told by
Ta-ah *Some months aco myself,
two Indians, a sqnaw and a boy
were in a canoe making for Shakan.
We met a' white man in a sloop.
He invited ns on board and gave us
some whiskey. After we had drank
he asked us to pilot him to Shakan,
The Indians agreed to pilot him
over, Jetfore we started I went
back to the canoe which was taken
The remainder of the party
As we were

in tow.
stayed in the sloop.
starting for Shakan I heard Ka-
tinch say: *This is a good opportu-
nity to get even on the white man
for causing the death of my uncle
who was arrested several years ago
by Marshal Geo. Kostrometinoff and
taken to Sitka, where he was tried
for killing a squaw and was sent IIJI

[ we had got on the way the white |
man was rowing the sloop in a|

!r-il':l!ltiifl_.',f position his back lu‘il:;__:l
turned toward the tiller. |
“Tla-koo-yel-lee was steering the
Ka-tinch took his guon and |
shot: the white man throngh the
back. He fell dead. They immediate

: i
ly commeneed to search his pockets |
[

:-k]nu]l.

and found 870 in silver, pistol, gold
ring, silver wateh and chain.  All|
these were divides between us. 1 :I
oot #25 in cash and a ring. 'l‘ln—"
koo-yel-lee got the wateh, chain and |
pistol and portion of the money.
[ Ka-tinch kept the balance of the
[plunder and whiskey. After we
ook all we wanted away from the
sloop Ta tinch and Tla-koo-yel-lee
made fast a heavy stone to a rope
and putting it around his body
We then
tied the rudder, set the sails and let j

dropped him overboard.

the sloop adrift.” |
After the Pinta left” Shakan she|
[ went to the place where the murder |
[was committed, just off an island |
three miles from Shakan. A boat
was sent out with Ensign Rust, two
Jeputy  marshals and the Indian
a ah. The latter showed where
the body was thrown overboard.
Fhey dragged for several hours for
the body but without suceess.
Ta-tinch and the squaw were in
jail at Wrangel and when the squaw
Iuterpreter
Geo. Kostrometinoff recarding the

was  questioned by

body of the white man she said it
| was not thrown overboard as stated
vy Ta-ah, but was seereted in the
woods on the island; that Tla koo
yel-lee shot him, but the shot not
proving fatal Ta-ah took an axe and
(struck  him twice on the head,
which act ended the man’s existence
[a-tinch corroborated the squaw's
datement.  District Attorney Tay-
[ lor and Commissioner Kelly held a
consultation and it was thought
best to leave the squaw at Wrangel
o that she conld show the place of
murder and body on the island.
Ka-tinch was brought to Sitka with
Ta-ah.

News eame up on the Topeka
that the bady had been found at the

place of murder on the island. A

| corner’s inguest was held and several
wounds were found on the head,
| From this last information it would
appear that Kuatineh and  the
squaw’'s testimony is eorrect.  How
ever, all four seem to be implicated
in the deed and arve in jail to await
the October term of the distriet
court.

= ——
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Moxpay, AvGust 7, 1393.

A TRIP TO KLAWAK ON THE
U. 5. 8. PINTA.

Following is the report of George
Kostrometinoff, Special Deputy
Uriied States Marshal:

On or about July 25th, one Skoo-
kam Bob an Indian, a native of
Klawak, came to Sitka on the tug
Baranoff and made complaint to the
authorities that fraps had been
placed across the mouth of the river
at Shaka, near Klawak, by Superio-

- tendent Wadleigh of the North Pa-

cific Packing and Trading Com-
pany, thus hindering the run of sal-
mon, depriving the Indians of their
yearly stock of fish for support of
themselves and families. Superin-
tendent Wadleigh also threatened
to charge Skookum Bob $10 rent

for the ground he was occupying,
Bob’s house being located npon the
same. I
Upon said representations the U. '
8. 8. Pinta left Sitka, July 27t-h.‘
with J. G. Brady, Assistant District
Attorney and George KustmmeLin-I
off, Special Deputy United States
‘Marshal, arrived at Wrangel on the
morning of the 28th, and took |
aboard W. A. Kelly, U. S. Commis- |
sioner, arriving at Chican on July |
30th.

On Monday July 31st, the steam
launch Alhambra, having on board
Lieut. Commander Burwell, U, 8.
N, U. 8. Commissioner W. A, Keo'-
Iy, Assistant U. 8. Attorney, J. G
Brady, Special Deputy Marshal
Geo. Kostrometinoff, Ensiyzn R, E.
Coontz, U, 8. N,, in charge of the
expedition left the Pinta and pro-
ceeded to Klawak taking the inside
passage. En route to Klawak called
at a settlement, Shaka, examined
the stream and found it obstrueted,
piles being driven across and pet-
ting stretched from shore to shore.
Two white men weretound in charge
fo the traps, one of them being the
partoer of Mr. Wadleigh, Superin-
tendent of the cannery at Klawak.
Tipon examination it was found
that the fish had been taken out of
traps two days prior to the arrival
of the expedition.

Left settlement at 9:30 arriving at
Klawak at 7 p. m, A complaint
was filed against A. S. Wadleigh,
he being placed under arrest. An
examination was held by the U, S.
Commissioner and Wadleigh was
placed under bonds in the sam of
$3,000 for his appearance before the
Grand Jury at the next sitting of
the U. 8. Distriet Court.

On August 1st, the expedition
left Klawak at 9. a. m. returning
againto Shaka, reaching there at
8 p. m. Complaint was filed|
against Peckman, partner of Wad-/

leigh's, and he was placed nniderar-
rest. An examination was had |
and he was placed under bonds in |
the sum of $500 for his appearance |
before the Grand Jury at its next|
sitting. Left at 9 a. m. returning |
to the U. 8. 8. Pinta, arriving at |
Chican at 2:30 a. m. August 2nd.
Leaving Chican at 5 a,. m. August
2nd, an board Pinta, arrived at Red |
Bay at' 2 p. m, Leaving the steam
launch there the I'inta proceeded to |
Loring, arriving at 9 p. m. August |
Srd. At 4 a. m. August 4th, Assis-|
tant Attorney and Deputy Marshal |
went rshore to examine the stream l
and feund it obstructed, piles being
driven from one shore to the other
and uetting stretched, the trap be-
|ing full of fish. Upon inspection it
was found that the trap contained
three or four tons of salmon. J. A.
Hackman in charge was arrested,
waived an examination and was
placed under $2,000 bonds for his
appearance before the Grand Jury !
(at the next term of court..

| That morning the U. S. 8. Hass-
ler arrived at Loring. Left Loring
at 1 p. m. arriving at Port Chester
at 7 p. m. Left Port Chester at 9
p. m. arriving at  Wrangel at 10 a.
n. August Sth, where U. 8. Com-
missioner Kelly left Pinta. Left
Wrangel at 11 o'clock takingin tow
the steam launch Alhambra, arriv-
ing at the mouth of Peril Straits at
4 a.m, August 6th. At 5:30 left
o1 steam launch Alhambra airivinz
it Sitka at 7:30. Piota sailed for
Killisnoo from there to go to Ju-
neau. o

Instructions were left where
streams had beer obstructed that

any further violation of law would
be visited with arrests and punish-

ment,
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Russian Lent Festivities

Apropos to the Russian Lent fes-
tivities at present observed in Sitka,
the following correspondence in the
Victoria News in worthy of perusal:

Easter is the great national relig- |
jions festival of Russia. Not only the |
Russian at home, but the exile in|
foreign lands, thrills responsive al
the nameof Baster as thatof no other
feast on the calendar, for with him it
awakens all the sympathies and
tender recollectionsthat weassociate |
with Christmas. It is the great|
time of holiday, of homegatherings, |
of gifts, of good will toward all men.

It is also the weleome sequel to
the longest and most  vigorous fast
observed 1n any country—the Rus
gian Lent. Seven weeks of peniten
tinl vigil are endured before the
dawn of Easter day brings a much
needed relaxation and relief. Dur-
ing the first fonr weeks no animal
food is partaken of, and the thing
is carried so far by some people as
to prevent them from using sugar, '
because that commodity issupposed |
to be clarified by bulloek’s blood.

The one thing that stands by the

Russian in the midst of his Lenton
tribulations is the abundant supply
of fish. Few places in the world

approach Russia in this regard, and
Providence is duly appreciated.

[L is only fair to state, however,
that the ordeal of Lent, in its fullest
acceptation, is only undergone by
the masses. It is the ‘‘common
people” who persevere to the end.
The hizher elasses content them-
selves with keeping the first and
the last weeks of Lent only. It has
already been said that the cele
bration of Easter is the great festi-
val of Russin; it is also the princi-
pal event of the year in the eastern
church. Thers is no micareme in a
Russian Lent, but our Palm Sun-
day, which the Russians ecall Wil-
Io\\"llu‘\'. affords a mild substitute.

In order to observe to the best
advantage the strikingly pictur-
esque features of this feast there is
no better place for the stranger to
visit than the time honored eapital
where all the Tsars have been
erowned-—historie Moscow.

On Willow day eve it is well[

worth while to visit the Krasnol, as
the great Red square in front of the
church of Saint Basil by the Krem
lin is called, and see the intermini- |
nable rows of booths, three deep,
ranged along under the Kremlin
wall, and filled with every imagina-
ble kind of toy and sweetmeat dear
to the children of the peaple.
Quaint dolls, angels, cakes made
with poppy seed, fastastically decor
ated Easter eggs, and, above all,
sacred branches of the emblematic
willow are on sale and are selling
rapidly everywhere and toeveryone.

The way is thronged with peas-

ants and bourgecis, passing and re-
passing in an endless living stream,
in and out, forward and backward,
among the gaily decked booths,
ever seeking to and finding some
new object to interest them and at-
tract them. Watching these pro-
letarial pleasure-seekers and enjoy.
ing themselves in an equal degree
according to their own fashion. The
| aristoeratie oeéupants of handsome
carriages form a long procession of
their own. These people have come
out to look on and see for them-
selves how the other half lives.

It bhas been said, by one of
themselves, that the English are a
people who like their pleasures ser-
iously, but if this be true of the
English it does not apply to the
Russians. TTpon this little  stop
ping place in the long Lenten pil-
grimage—this Willow day eve—
they temporarily “*break the fast”
of asceticism and plunge for the
moment into a brief forgetfuluess of
gloomier things. They are com-
pletely given up to pleasure and
their gaiety is of the whole-souled
kind.

At 6 p. m. vesper services are
held; every one who aftends carries |
a lighted candle and receives from
the priest a sprig of willow which
has been agreviously blessed. This
ceremony corresponds to the sery-
ing out of blessed palms in the Cath-
oliec ehureh and typifies the entrance
of the Savior into Jﬂ'l'lllri:l]blll. |




I-Iul_y week ushers in a constant
season of prayer and soberness.
The elubs are closed and street mu-
sicians forbidden to ply their trade.
The shops and stores are open, how-
ever, and the rush of shoppers is
tremendous. This is because Haster
is the time for giving presents, just
las Christmas is with us, and every
one puts on a new snit'of clothes on

Easter morning.

At this period the deliveries and
purchases from the dry goods stores
are of amazing volume, and by
evening every oneyon meetis bonnd
to be laden down with parcels of one
kind and another. The shopping
fever only rages during the latter
half of the week for on Monday,
Tuesday and Wednesday of Holy
week all commerce is suspended.

Another great feature of Russian
I Eastertide is the house cleaning,
| which every good and pious house-
| keeper is sure to inaugurate, The

house is *‘turned out o' windows'’
with a vengeance; cleaning, paint-
ing and polishing beeome the order
of the day. The floors of the prin
cipal apartments are turned into
what a stranger might suppose was
a skating rink, but is actually the
effect produced hy two or three
skimming the boards with
brushes fastened to the soles of their
feet, and sometimes accompanying
the motion with song.

At Easter time in Russia cleanli-

men

ness, instead of being the next thing |

to, actually is, godliness, and in ob-

servance of this maxim there ensues |

one great nniversal Muscovite wash;
the public baths are crowded, and
he who neglects to bathe ‘‘early and
{often’’ is regarded as a pariah.

A celebration which takes place
about once in three years is the

mony performed invariably either
at Moscow or Kief. The chrism oil
is used for baptisinal purposes; for
the consecration of the metropolitan
attends at the sacristy of the pat—
riarchs in Moscow, lights a fire,
ponrs in a gallon and reads the gos-
pel, and atter this the oil is kept
boiling for three days and nights
while monks stand over and stir it
with silver ladles, priests reading
the gospel meantime. Eight hun-

dred or nine hundred pounds of|

olive oil, mixed with about fifty gal-
lons of white Lisbon wine are nsed,
and this is perfumed with frankin-
cense and other things, The final
ceremony takes when the oil is put
into two silver caldrons upon a por-
celain stove and stired with silver

making of the Holy Chrism, a cere- |

== ladles by six deacons in vestments
|of black and silver.

[ Inthecenter of the room is alarge
silver vase, the gift of Impress

| Catharine IT., and into this the
chrism is poured to receive the ben-
ediction. At the sidé are placed a
number of smaller silver
which the oil is eventunally sent
away. People attend in erowds to
[dip bits of cotton wool into the holy
mixture. On Holy Thursday there
is 4 proeession from the sacristy to
the cathedral of the assumption with
the oil vases, and mass is said by
the metropolitan. In the interven-
ing years when there is no making
of the myro that ceremony is re- |
placed by the washing of the feet ut"
the poar.

Thursday at 6 o’clock inthe even-
ing a remarkable service is held in
the Cathedral of the Assumption at
Moscow. The congregation hold
lighted candles aud twelve passages
are read from the gospels. Good
Friday, -during the daytime, a
wooden box called the Tomb of
‘(.‘hrixt is brought into the middle of
|the church. At 2 p. m. vespers are
|sung and the body 1s placed in the |
(tomb. The body consists of afigure

| painted on silk.

Opon Good Friday may the great

| bell of Moscow be heard from its
|tower in the Kremlin, excepting of
course when a czar or a metropoli-
tan dies,

Its deep and sonorous thunders|
| roll upon the air with each recur- |
ring anniversary of the great day of
Christian mourning, while within
the dimly lighted ehurch the dean
reads the prayers in front of the
| “royal gates’’ and the choir, at in-
| tervals, solemnly responds‘“‘Gospodi
| Pomilui.” Inthe middle of the

vases in

Jln:we i the platform where every

|czar has been crowned throughout
the centuries, and at the side the
great iconostaris, a mass of precions
metal reaching to the ceiling and
bearing the sacred picture painted
by St. Luke, that Vladimir, the first
Christian ezar, brought from Kor-
sun long ago. Then the passages
from the life of the Blessed Virgin
called the *tears” are read, and the
body of Christ is earried around the
cathedral and again laid in the
tomb.
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Six o’clock ir the morning has ar-
rived and a grand massiscelebrated
in the eathedral, the gospel being
read in four langnages—Russian,
Salvonie, Greek and Hebrew. One
notable thing is that no flowers are
used in the churches at Easter. The
music is altogether vocal, and the
best place to hear it sang is prob-
ably at the cathedral of St, Isaae in
St. Petersburg.

After 10 a. m, Easter Sunday be-
comes a day of social enjoyment.
Our American custom of making
New Year's calls prevails and is
kept up well into the week. Visit
ors at houses where they are oninti-
mate terms fee the servants, the
amounts given varying according to
the social status of the host and
guest. The streets- are gay and
brilliant with a concourse of brightly
dressed people who are constantly
embracing and exchanging eges.
There used to be a generally recog-
nized eustom of universal kissing,
Everynne was privileged to kiss
everyone else, but this has fallen
into disuse of late years except
among intimates.

In Moscow a very interesting
features of Laster week is the peo-
ple’s promenade on the Podnosky
boulevard, which is lined with cheap
theaters and booths for the sale of
odds and ends. Swings and merry-
go-rounds are temporarily erected,
als concert and dance Lalls where
the Kozatchok and Trepalnare
danced with enthusiastic vim and
stirring national songs are sung.

Destruchonof the Neva

Several days ago some Indians
came to town with an air-tight cop-
per tank, oak timbers and utensils
supposed to be remnants of the
wreck of the Russian vessel “Neva,”
and which they found near Mount
Fdgecombe. Below we narrate the
catastrophe which befell the Neva:

It was in the year 1812, when the
Neva, a full rigged Russian ship,
weighed anchor at Okhotsk, Si-
beria. Amid deafening cheers from
the multitude on the shore she un
furled her mass of eanvas and before
a stiff breeze plowed the waves and
was soon undisernible, bound for
Sitka, Alaska. The ship wasunder

| the stern ecommand of Lieut. Po-

dushkin, of the Russian navy, and
was owned by the then powerful
combination known as the Russian-
American Fur Company. Her car-
go chiefly consisted of merchandise,
Okhotske, Siberia, being at fhai
time the principal distributing
point of supplies for Alaska. But
the purport of her voyage was the
conveying of the treasure and fix-
tures designed for the Grecco-Rus-
sian church at Sitka. The mosi
prominent passenger who perished
on board this craft was Collegiate
Connselor Barnovolokoff, who lad
heen appointed governor, Barapoff's
sueccessor.  The sarvivors were
Lieut. Podushkin, the mate Nero-
doff. Cadet Terpegoroff, a quarter-
master and twenty-one sailors and
laborers. Three of the latter died
soon afterward. Under a clear sky

| and favorable weather she reached
lillm vicinity of Mt. Edgecombe—

twelve miles west of Sitka—on Jan.
9, 1813, where she encountered a
heavy snow storm, and after a fear-
ful struggle with wind and snow
was dashed upon the rocks. The

'Iinl.nlli;_';mu'*t‘ul' the wreck was first

brought to Sitka by two sailors who
were sent overland by Lieut. Po
dushkin with a letter to Governor
Baranoff. After reaching this side
of Kruzoff island the men sighted
an Indian canoe and approaching

| it begged of the Indians by signs to

take them to Baranoff. They ap-
parently agreed, but instead con-
veyed them to an Indian village sit-
nated on Crab Apple island, about
two miles distant. When there the
Indian chief inquired, through a
Russian interpreter, from whence
they came. The menbeinganxions
for the safety of their comrades,
whomn they had left at the place of
the disaster, told the chief that they
were out fishing, were caught in a
storm, lost their bearings, and were
inhabitants of Sitka,




After the usnal Indian cere—
monies and a big pow-wow they
agreed to eonvey the men to Baran-
off Castle, for which services they
demanded the equivalent of fifty

contract. So accordingly they were
safely landed at Sitka, but in a pit
iful condition, half dead from cold
and hunger. The arrival of two
strangers was at once reported to

the governor by a gnard. He gave
orders for the strangers to be im-
mediately brought before him. As
soon as the men entered his cham
ber he anxionsly inguired: “Do
yvou bring tidings of the Neva?”
She was then two months overdue.
It was then they related their tale
of woe, handing him the Iletfter.
[ After reading the epistle he was
overcome with emotion and cried
bitterly. The Indians reeeivetl the
compensation demanded. The two
messengers were cared for by the
hospitable inmates of the Castle—
which is no more.

The following day he ordered a
cufter to be manued with eight stal-
wart sailors, and boarding the ves-
sel himself, set ont to reseue the un-
fortunates near Mt Edgecombe.
After eruise of two days and nights,
he was compelled to abaodon the
gearch on account of & snow storm
appproaching. Ten day of painful
suspense passed. Onee more he
ventured, taking one of the news-
bearers, who by this time had suoffi-
ciently recovered from his feeble
condition. The eutter left Sitka in
the early morn and before nightfall
(they sighted the survivors on this
|side of Kruzoff island, while they,
pot hearing any tidings of the two
men they had commissioned, and
apprehending some evil, had started
10\'&1 land themselves. Baranoff took
them aboard and bronght them to
| Sitka.

The captain of the Neva fold Bar.
ranoff he had placed the valuables
saved in four barrels,interring thein
by a creekand near a large spruce
tree, which could Dbe indentified
by a notch cut in the the bark.
After the wreck they proeceeded to
build a stockade and huts for shel-
ter, fearing hostilities from Indians,
who in those days were warlike and
constantly avenging themselves np-

Baranoff, some time after the mas-
sacre at Old Sitka, which is six
|miles north of the present Sitka.

blankets. The men under these,
| eirenmstances were forced to this

Ly et leee
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It may be stated here, that they
had nothing to fear from the Indians
in that vicinity, as at that time the|
caves were supposed to be haunted |
by witches. Many yvears prior to|

the wreck a voleanie ernption took |
place, forming the exisiting crater
between Mt. Edgecombe and the
camel back mountain, ThelIndians
to this day believe the water in the
erater of Mt Edgecombe to be
deadly poison. Tourists and others
who elimb this mountain generally
deposit a sealed bottle containing a
note, bearing their name and date
of their visit to the erater,
Governor Baranoff made several
attempts to discover the remains of
the wreck, but never sueceeded, for
the survivors themselves could not
exactly locate the wreck owing to
fact that they had no charts. The
exact spot was not know until the
summer of 1867, when it was dis-
covered by a Russian surveying
party, who found a large quantity
of oak timber, booms, three cannons
and the foundation of the stockade.
They immediately came to Sitka
and reported to Prince Maksootoff,

who was the governor of Alaska.
The Prince sent a party out: to in
vestigate the matfer, but eonld not
find the treasnre. The sand being
constantly throw up by the action
of the waves has hidden the treasure
and costly fixtures, comprising
handsome paintings, jewels, elab
orately decorated crowns, crosses,
and vases of gold ang silver,

And such was the destiny of the
illfated Neva. Ah, who knows buat,
what some forlorn and weary pros-

| pectorin search of that bright yellow

metal, in the solitude of the moun-
tains, may accidentally stumble
upon this bonanza, which would
enable him to live in ease and lnx-
ury, for the remainder of his life.
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An interesting art e appears in
the Herald this issne, “What the
Russians say about Americans,””
translated from the Russian by our
townsman, Geo, Kostrometinofr

Mr.  Kostrometinoff, although ;||

Russian, is pretty thoronghly Am-
ericanized and appreciates and en

courages the courtesios n'wl\\'vvu|
Russia and Ameriea, He like|

manv oth rs believe that a mutual
reciprocity  of  kindly fellowship

between the two countries may in|
the future bear fruit, taking inte |

consideration the gloomy outlook in
Europe to remain much longer up.
on a peace footing,

— t—..‘—.
| WHAT THE RUSSIANS SAY
ABOUL AMELICANS, [
ud 31 |
|

[ The following article is published

.:“' the Russian Maguzine Kolokol,

L at Moscow, and is translated for the

[ Alaska HEgALD by George Kostro

| metinoff:

[ “Inthe hard year of the local |
failure of the crop, it is agreeable to |
note the manifestation of sympathy |

Lof the great American people tor the |

suffering population in  {he famine

districts in most of the counties of

Russia.

The Russian  press, without ex- |
ceplion refer to the m mifestation of |
fellow-feeling for Russians in terms |
ot greatful acknowle Lrament and as |
an act significant of areal historieal I
importance, i

The aid fro u the far of West, |
with whom we have no ealangzle
ments and have never had any col-
lision, and no alliance, comes in 2
measure and form agreeable i |
pPrecious to us as as g proo: of dis-
interested humanity and enduring
SYiupathy. Buat e r—ll;#r'l‘éllIIIIIHIIU‘.\'HJ
us by the Americans in dealing out |
benevolene: by ts own dimension
and hy its form, illustrates how

Americans unite in generous action,
and this plan is vividly realized by
s We see before us 2 fact, it may
pe said incomparable in the history
ot internutional relation, a phenom-
enon, tuv open to itself a new era in
respect to eivilized nations s
with each other, and contrast of |
principle in a lively st ragele for |
material interests and forcible pre—
domination, a great covenant, “*love

many of

Co-operation of Americans as.
tounded by its own measures and by
its own form. _In reality the value
of the first “Wrgo brousht on the
“Indiaga® exeeeds £100,000. not
counting the cost of freight and in-
surance.  After **Indiana" comes
**Missouri” with no less a CArgo,
and then the steamer ¢ Towa.” Be-
sides this a considerable sum  of
money is gathered, so that the
whole total of donations, wheat and
money equal about a milliou rubles !

Never yet has such a large donga- |
tion been given hy one nation to
another! Such donations by Amer-
icans characterize the practeal suri- l
roundings and high spirit of enter- |
| prise of her people, |

AS 850010 as it was known to the
representatives of American sociot v
(and to the press, a convietion Wils
| ripened of the amouat of suffering

| Russia i3 tidergoing, and in due

ililllt"ljll' help has been giveng ju it us
§oon as theidea was grasped it led up
to execution. and notwithstanding
all the obstacles und difficulties, it
has been realized in A4 measnre
[worthy the aims of 2 great and
wealthy nation, :
I! Cities, commereinl houses, farm- |
‘ers, flour merchunts, the owners of |
ailroads and transportation com-
panies, from the largest capitalisis
to the smallest laborers, in all a few
thousand persons, took the active
part in subseripton and CO-0pera-
tion in transporting  the CArgo,

Without delay the meisiures have
been tuken o ‘ransporting  the
wheat from  diflerent cities to the
loading of 1 ships and sending i
away, and in less than two months
the grain was 1] gatlered in Mip—
nesotd, New York, Pennsylvania,
Kansas, ete.. efe,, and wius on the
various milvonds to the different
counties whire the lorrar stricken
people were s ring from the fan-
me on accuuut of the failure of Ll
('I'U!l:;.

Official representative of the
United States, Consy| General Craw-
ford, at a dinnep given for Amer-
icin guests in the city of Libavoi,
said, **that everythi g that has
been done in this ins'ance by the
Aweriean people, it makes them
look pale in conparison with the ; er-
vice shown S0 years ago by Russia
to the United States: Cespatching a
Russian  flact onr (American)

Coast with the intentio ] R T A |
in saving our unijon and jadenen- |

- . * I
dence. and in view of g threat to|
those powers, who intended to Blot |
from the beantifu) A merican

its most brilliant

g

stars,!?
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The U. 8. 8. Wheeling left here on
the 9th of February aund returned
last Sunday. Through the conrtesy
lof Comdr. Sebree, Gov. John G.
Brady. Commr. C. W. Tuttle and
Court Interpreter George Kostro-
metinoff took passage on her.  She
[ ealled at Killisnoo, Haines Mission,
Dyea, Skaguay, Hunter  bay
Hoonah, and Yakutat.  Whilst
about 180 miles district from Mt
St. Flias the weather being bright
and clear. they saw the hoary-
headed giant rearing his snow-
capped head against the deep blue
sky, cut as might be a sheet of
white paper, sharp as with scissors
and laid upon & bine background.
Perhaps no scenery in all Alaska is
grander Them that of the IMair-
weather range when viewed thro a
clear atmosphere. Their loftiness
is not realised until one thinks of
the distance intervening between
them and the spectator. On the
return trip the ship encountered a |
heavy gale, with piercing cold, and
when she returned to Killisnoo she |
was covered with ice. Her rigging |
was @ mass of icicle and she re-
sembled one of those glass vessels, |
so deftly put together by expert|
hands, and which glisten as if of |
diamonds in the flashing light of|
the sun. |

Good and worthy vessel is the
Wheeling; Staunch and of good
speed.

(RS— S e

Commissioner Tuttle is a regular
old sea-faring man as is fully
evidenced by the recent trip he
tonk on the Wheeling to Yakutat.
Even the doughty Colonel com-
plained of that tired feeling when
the sea was heaviest, but the com-
missioner ever kept his face to-
wards the wind.

M/ZA‘;, v%a«ff»&u:,

DECISION OF THE SECRETARY |
OF THE INTERIOR RETATIVE |
TOTHE LANDS OF THE GRECO- ‘
RUSSIAN CHURCH IN ALASKA. ‘

The following deecision has been |
handed down by the Secretary of |
i the Interior.

&A1l lunds owned by the Greeo-
Russian church in Alaska at the
time of cession continue to be the}
property of said church without

diminution or enlargement in
quantity.  The possessory right
subsequently conferred by Congress
does not affect lands owned by said
church at the time of the treaby,
but only extends to public lands,
occupiea as mission stations at the
date of sueh Congresional action,
not exceeding six hundred and forty
acres in any one tract.

The present jurisdietion of the
Interior Department over . any
Gireco-Russian  church lands, or
missionary stations in Alaska, is
limited to excluding the same entry
{and aequisition by others under the
mining, towusite, or trade and
manufacture law.

“No statutory provision has been |
made that authorizes any separate
and independent proceeding fov the
survey and identification of the
church lands in Alaska, the owner-
ship of which was secured to the
{resident members by the treaby of
cession.

“The scope of paragraph 24, in|
the amended departmental regula-
tions of June 3, 1891, is limited to
the consideration of private claims,
and the claims of the Greco-Russian |
chnreh, when asserfed adversely to
an application to enter lands for
townsite purposes.”

————— e
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BATURDAY, JAN. 8, 1898, ‘

The question has been asked
many times why it is that the Rus-
sians  celebrate their Christmas
several days later then we do, and in
view of that fact we requested Col.
George Kostremelinoff, to give us
the desired information and he
kindly furnished us the following:

The Russians and all members of
the Greco-Russian Orthodox chureh
celebrate their Christmas on the
6th, and the New Year on the 13th
of Junuary every year. Both dates
being according to the Julian cal-
(eudar which is still in nse by the
| Russian Empire. Apropos of this
calendar all dates in Russia are
twelve days later than according to
the calendar used by Americans,
This was true of all Europe until

1582, Its error consisted in giving
the year a length of 365% days,
whieh is abont eleven minutes too
much, an error which to the present
time has now amounted to about
twelve days. Pope Gregory XIII or-
dered October 5th, 1582, to becalled
the 15th,and that all eenturial years!
which do not multiply of 400
shounld not be made leap years; thus
1600 was a leap year, and 2000 will
be the next that falls on a centenary
year. This is called the Gregorian
calendar, and is at present used in
all Christian countries except Rus-
sia, The change from .Julian to
Gregorian reckoning was not made
in England until September, 1752.

- 865¥ days, wherein were about 11

The Alaskan.

BATURDAY, JAN. 15, 1898,

To. THE EDITOR
oF THE ALASKAN.

" Dear Sir:—For the sake of truth
kindly allow me to contradict the
gtatement, made by Col. Kostrome-
tinoft about the” Julian ‘and Grego-
rian ealendars, which was issued in
your newspaper of the 8th of Jan-
nary, as'there is a serious miscon-
ception in all the matter.
 Speaking about the chronological
errors of the whole Russian Empire,
- Col, Kostrometinoff would not even
_ take the trouble to show the ground
that the American and the Russian

. chronologies are built upon as well

the ground he was standing on.
He obyviously thought it sufficient
to say that the one is right and the
‘other is wrong, in order to make
“the people believe in the errors of
Russia. = It is however easier to
aseribe errors to an individuoal
mid, than ~ to the mind of
enfire . nation—especially to a
. nation, civilized upon the same
principles of science on which the
Americans are civilized. I wish
here to show that there is no suf-
~ ficient reason for a nation to boast
. against another.
Both the Julian and the Grego-
‘ rian chronologies were, at different

-

- times, caleulated upon the ground

of the revolution of the earth around
+the sun. The Julian calendar sup-
‘poses that . the earth, starting to
move from a definite point on her
orbit, always returns to the same
point after 365 d. 5 h. 48 m. 46
seconds. and that this length of
tinie makes the real year. But, as
* you see, the fractional figures here
could not be left ont without bring-
ing each fouth new-year's day for
" one day earlier’ than the new-year
days in the three preceeding years;
" and the same tigures could not make
each fourth year equal to 366 days,
because more than 44 minutes were
~wanted to make these leap years,
" Im the year 46 B. C., Julius Caesar
. ordered. to count all the years at

minates more than the real revolu-
tion of the earth had permitted,
16 18 “‘about 11 minutes too much?”
in every year as says Col. Kostro-
metinoff; and for these provisional
minutes, he blames the Julian cal-

" eéundar, also finding in them, not

.jI |




only the errors of R;xasia-, but the
. entire difference, by 12 days, in the

Russian and the American chrono- |
logies. Whereas in reality, the
same Americans reckon their years,
¢4 ab 3651 days, and keep their ordi- |
I yAty leap years at the same llllIL
and en the same footing with Rus-
sia. «Why shonld then Col. Kostro- |
metinoff call this fact an error with
tlie Jalian calendar and not an er-

1

~ vor at all with the Gregorian? I

]mow why,—because he supposed
that the 11 minutes of the provision- |
al time were being expended for the |
difference in the dates of the two,
chronologies. And as he fuorthersays,
that “the-error of counting the years
at 3654 days has now amounted to
the difference of 12 days; and that
all the centurial leap years with the
' A merieans consist of the above 11
minutes.” Bat this is a still grave
misconception, than the preceeding
one; For, the additional 11 minutes
amount to 3 days 1 hour and 20
finutes-in each four centuries, and |

1
not to one day which ﬂe(..oltllnf_t!

to his mind ounght to make the cen- |
turial leap years.

In 1582, Pope Gregory XIIT once
ordered to change the dates for more
than 11 doyvs, thus prodacing the|
difference in the two ehronologies,
and his ealendaris obliged to change
the fatme dates again. . . The |
25th leap years, for instance, musi
necessarily be considered as com-
mon year, and this error must oc-
cur in the opposite direetion.

The Gregorian calendar sapposes
that the euarth revolves round i
sun in.J65 d. 5 h. 48 . B0 see., ap- |
proximately, or at about 11 minutes
less than 3651 days. This is the)
length of American year, and just |
as in the Julian calendar, they add |
about 45 minutes to every four years
years or “to each fourth year as they
say, 45 minufes too much is added.
In 400 years this wounld amount to 3
days and 3 honrs, These three
days must be added to the three
25th leap yearg, which must, how-
ever, be regarded as common years,
the dates of these days being .mtua]
ly lost tor nothing. And what re-
mains for the centenary leap years
that should be divided by 400, and
which make the difference between
the Julian and Gregorian calendars?

There remains nothing but about
3 hours in four centuries, and not |
6 hours in each century, as the
Gregovian calendar provided for
these leap years. It is plain that

there is an error upon error in the
American chronology as well as in
the Russian, and both the Julian
and Gregorian calendars are noth
ing but fictions without real bases.

For, Julius Caesar thought that
the length of the year was 365 d. 5
h. 48 m. 46 seconds, and Pope
Gregory XIII thonght it was 365 d.
5 h. 48 m. 59 sec. Bub the modern
astronomic observations have in
controvertibly proved that the time

| required for the earth to move on

her orbit from the point of the ver-
nal aquinox, as the most convenient
for snch observation, around to the
same point again, is 365 d. 6 h. 9
m. 10°7 see. This record was true
in the year 1830, and in the year
1900, the same planet will make
the same revolution in 365 d.
6 h. 9 m. 151 seconds, which
year must be 5 seconds longer
than the 1830th year. And it has
also been proved that after 100
trips aronnd the sun, the earth al-
ways comes for 22 seconds of time
later to the vernal equinox, than
she ought to do after our expecta-
tions, This retarding for 22 see- |
onds in a century means, that fthe

earth's orbit makes more than 53

| miles of inerease in its circumler- |

euce while the earth loses her |
kinetic encrgy equal to 40 miles of |
ranning in every handred years, $0
that the lenzth of onr years becomes |
longer and longer.  This fact of en-
larging the earth’s orbit alome
baffles with all the existing calen-
dars, and destroys their sense,
And it has furfuer been proved
that the length of our day, some
thousands of years ago, was 24
hours. Wherveas at this time its|
‘I‘Gil] and axact length is 23 h, 56 m. |
|4 sec., because the rotatory rate ~1!'i
motion of the same earth inereases |
lin veloeity at about 4 seconds per|
|every century., Hence the yewrs|
|ue growing longer and the days
|grow shorter, and all this is gnin'r
on in accordance with fundamental |
laws of the planetary motions. And
such faets certainly have a direct
bearing upon our chronologies in |
proving them both to be false. Ifif
{were not so, the Russians wonld
long ago aceept the Gregorian one,
but it appears as groundles as the
Julian chronology. What is the
use then of talking in favour of one

calendar, and in disfayonr of an-
‘uthor, when they differ in lothing!
| but in being the younger and older |
errors of opptmte directions.

B Boumrr
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TTTRT TAYTATEL TRRIRASE !

SATURDAY, JAN, 22,
e e
To TE EDITOR
or THE ATASKAN.
Dear Siri—

1 read with great pleasure in
your issue of January 15th, Profes-
gor Bouroff’s monograph of the re-
volution of the Barth aroumd the
sun. I must confess that 1 have
ot been so highly entertained
since I studied the “‘Copernican
theory” when a little boy at school.
The fact is however that all the
eivilized world with the exception
of the Russian Empire uses whai
is known as the “New Style” or the
“Gregorian ealendar,” and the Rus-
sian Commerical world uses it also.
‘We have to take factsas we find
them, and in my former communi-
eation to you I tried to show you in
tlne simpliest manner possible; why |
it is that the Russians celebr atu
Christmas and New Year twelve
days later then all the other nations
of the Earth. As to who is right or
who is wrong is amatter of indi-
yidual opinion and cuts no figure in
the matter. Whether or not the days
are growing longer or shorter, ov the
years lengthening out or noi, or the
sun revolves round the Barth does
not change the fact that the eatire
business world ineluding the Rus-
sian people uses the ‘‘New Style”
snd that thereis twelve days del
ference between itand “Old Style.”

I sincerely trust that Professor
Bourofi's article may have a wide
circulation and even if it does not
suceeed in causing those that are
using Gregorian calendar to disca rd
it and go back to Julian calendar
that it will at least convinee the
business people of Russia that they
are “inerror” in using the New
Style and “for the sake of truth”?
should only use the Julian calendar.

Very Respectfully,
GEORGE KOSTROMETINOTT.

e

1898,

Arrin 15, 1882.]

HON. M. D, BALL, DELEGATE FROM ALASEA.
FROM A PHOTO. BY DILLON.

HON. M. D. BALL,
THE DELEGATE-ELECT FROM ALASKA.

\‘T'I' give on this page a portralt of Hon. M. D.

Ball, who since December last has been In
Wnshington claiming admission to Congress as the
duly chosen representative of the people of South-
eastern Alaska. It will be remembered that the
memorial of the people of the Territory was some
time since presented to that body, and that on the
10th of March last the minority of the Committea
on Elections submitted & report in favor of Mr,
Ball's admission as a Delegate, with all the rights
and privileges of Delegatgs from other Territories,
In support of this conclusion the report says: ** The
interests of this Territory eannot be properly un-
derstood or advanced without an authorized repre-
sentative. To be competent for such a charge, one
must thoroughly understand the wants of his
people, and no member of this House has the time
1o acquaint himself with the needs of another dis-
trict than hils own, so that he could fully and falrly
represent it. Still less gan the care.of a district be
safely Intrusted to the collective House. There I8
but one way to begin todischarge the obligation of
the Government to this pegple, and that 18 toaccord
them, at once, the priv Ilegt, here elaimed, as one of
those which were pledged tRem by treaty and are
due them of right, and that one which they show
to be primarily essential for the proper presenta-
tion of thelr clalms to such others as may be re-
quired.”” Whether Congress will finally adopt the
view here stated is yet to he seen.

Hon. M. D, Ball, who appears as Delegate, was born on the 23d day

of June, 1835, in Falrfax County, Virginia.

Ho was educated at the

]:.p!smpal High School, near Alexandria, and at Willlam and Mary
College, receiving the degree of Master of Arts from the latter institu.-

tlon. He then taught school until the war broke out.

company of cavalry, after the
John Brown rald, nnd was mus-
tered into the Confederate ser-
vice, April 25th, 1861, and ordered
to Alexandrin. He was captured,
with part of his company, when
that town was occupled by the
Federal forces In May, 1861,
owing to orders given him to
stay behind and remove stores,
under n supposed agreement
under flag of truce. Belng ex-
changed at the first regular
cartel, September, 1862, he re-
nr;.dul.:r‘d his company, ‘and was
asslgned to the Eleventh
Virginla Cavalry  of
Jones's, afterwards
Rosser's, command, He
saw continusd service
from that time, was
three times wounded,
and at the close of the
war was colonel of his
regiment. Retirlug to

-

He ralsed a

eivil Ufe, Be practiced
Inw in Alexandria from
1865 to 1872, then founded
the Firginie Senfined, and
conducted it as un inde-
pendent political paper
successfully tlll 1876, In
that year he took a
strong stand for the Re-
publican party nomli-
nees, which caused tho
downfall of the paper,
by the withdrawal of all
its valuable local pa-
tronage, In January
1578, he was appointed
Collector of Customs Tor
Alaska, and held the
office till removed by
President Garfleld, June
44, 1881, In September
last e was chosen to ro-
present Alaska in Con-
gress, having récelved
L6 votes to 57 for an-
other candidate.
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A SEDITIOUS TIME IN SITKA
AFTER THE REMOVAL OF
U. S. TROOPS FROM
ALASKA
IN 1877.

After the United States troops
were  withdrawn from Aluska in
1877, the people of Sitka were left
without any protection whatever,
and the Indians, thinking that the
United States Government had
abandoned this counntry for good,
got to be very abusive and trouble-
some. The first thing they did,
one week after the Army left here,
wias to chop the stockade down,
which divided the town from the
Indian village. While they were
entting the stockade down, chief
Anna-hootz was making a speech
to the white men, saying: “T'he Rus-
sians have stolen this country from
us and after they have gotten most
of the furs out of the country they
have sold it to the ‘“Boston men”
(Americans) for a big sum of money,
and now the Americans are mad be-
cause they found that the Russians
had deceived them and have aban-
doned the country, and we are glad
to say that after so many years hard
fight we get our country back

:ﬂgaiu.-"

The second thing they did was
to go into every unoceupied goveru-
ment house, taking windows, doors
and even partitions down.

The white men had to submit to
all their abuses because the Indians
were in a majority.

In the spring of 1878 a schooner
came up here from San Francisco
and after she had hired seven In-
dians, all of whom were members
of the Kake-sat-tee clan, whose
head chief was Kat-tlan, the
schooner left for Bering sea on a

sealing expedition. One day, while
her small boats were out sealing, a
storm came up suddenly and upset |
the boats and the men were drowned
with the exception of the mate and
the Indian cook, who were on board
the schooner and brought the ves-
sel down to San Franciseo. When
the Indian retunrned to Sitka and
told his people what had become
of the remaining party, the Indians
got very much excited went to Col-
lector of Customs, Col. M, D, Ball,

i
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the only official at Sitka at the
time representing the U. 8. Govern- |
ment, and demanded pay from him
and all the white people of Sitka,
for the six Indians lost in Bering
sea, and stated that if this demand
was not granted they would kill six
white men for the lives of their lost
| brothers.

The pow-wow (interview) lasted
‘:for four long hours and after Col.
Ball explained to them that they
jhad no right to .make such a
(demand and promised to write to
the owners of the vessel and ascer-
tain whether there was any back
pay due to the sealers, the Indians
went home. This was done to stay
off the Indians so we could have
time to inform our Government of
{the dangerous situation we were in.

Our women and children were
barricaded in three houses, viz: the
Russian parsonage, the Castle and
in the Custom house,

Letter after letter and petition
after petition was sent to Washiug-
ton but without the slightest avail.|
Finally the Indians got tired of
waiting for their money and went
to the Hot springs and killed the
keeper, a man by the name of
Brown. Two days afterwards they
were coming in to town at 2 o’clock
in the morning, all drunk, to kill
the white men here, but fortunately
they were stopped by the Kak-
quan-tan clan who were friendly to
the whites and would not permit|
the Kak-sat-tee clan to kill the
whites; a fight them took place be-
tween the two claps and that saved
us from being murdered. Next day
the mail steamer came in and those
that could afford to send their
families below did so, but the
majority of the people had to stay.
The same steamer took a petition
to Victoria, B. C. asking the British
Government for protection. Three
weeks afterwards the British man-
of-war Osprey came up here and
remained at Sitka until she was
relieved by the American man-of-
war Alaska, and from that time
up to the present we have had a|
man-of-war stationed in Alaskan

waters. THE VETERAN,
Sitka, February 8th, 1808,
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THE T. S. 5. ADAMS OF YORE
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|

How Her Daring Captain Bom-
barded Hoolz-noo-oo0,

The U. 8. 8. Adams cleared this|
port at 8 o'¢clock on Monday even-
ing. While she was steaming out of
the harbor the erew swarmed on
the deck and smote the still. clear
night with ringing cheers of farewell. |
She will round Capes Ommaney
and Deecision and take the inside
passage to Port Townsend, thence
to Mare island, where she will go on

the dry dock and receive a

thorongh overhauling and be re-
paired. It is rumored that she will
come back to Sitka and relieve the|
Pinta. It will be remembered by |
some of our oldest citizens that the
| Adams was stationed here for three
vears, prior to the coming of the
| Pinta, which lutter ship relieved her |
in 1884. The famous and daring |
Capt. BEdger C. Merriman then had |
command of the Adams. It was he
who bombarded the Hootz-n00-00 |

Indian village, which is two milusi
from Killisnoo. The story is as
follows: |
In the year 1882 the now i'xiﬂi::;"
Alaska Oil and Guano Co., at Kil-
lisnoo, was known as the Northwest
Trading Co. The Killisnoo station
was in charge of the late John DML
Vanderbilt, of Sitka. One day
while two of the employvees of the
company and an Indian doctor were
out in a whaling boat, testing a new
oun the gan exploded and killed
the Indian doctor. Getting back to
the station they reported the ac-
cident and the Indians bacame ex-
cited and demanded a potlateh of
200 blankets from the company.
In those days the Hootz-noo oo In-
[ dians were noted for their hostility.
| The Indians on being refused the
blankets proceeded to a lagoon
where two white men were fishing
|I'u:' herring and imprisoned them.
The agent fearing that the Indians
[ might destroy the company’s prop-
erty came over to Siika and asked |

protection from the eaptain of the
Adams. Unfortunately the Adams
was undergoing repairs, but  the
revenue cutter Corwin, commanded |
by J. M. Healy, was lving in the
harbor.  Merriman asked Capt.
Healy for assistance which was

granted. The Corwin proceeded to

Hootz noo-oo village with a comn-

pany of marines and Capt. Mepri- |
man aboard. On arriving at the|-

village, Geo. Kostiometinotf, who
was then employed as Russian and
[ndian interpreter by the naval
department, went ashore and re-
quested the chief of the tribe to
come aboard.  Wheun the chief came
aboard Capt. Merriman sternly up-
braided them for incarcerating the
white men and demanded their im-
mediate liberation. The Indians
were intimidated and produced the
two men, butthe eaptain’s anger
was not vet appeased and he decid
ed to play alittle **potlateh game”
himsell, For the misdemeanor the
Indians had committed by the con-
finement of the two men he demand-
ed a potlateh of 400 blankets, and
if the blankets did not materialize
Le wonld wheel his gans on the vil- |
lage and elean things out. The In-
dians rustled in vain to raise the
tax imposed upour them. Several |
hours passed and they suecceeded in |
raising 40 blankets only. The cap-

tain would not eome down a single
blanket, so accordingly he told the
Indians to clear ont and he then
blazed away at the village. The
ship's erew also went ashore and set
fire to every house and cabin in the
village. No lives were sacrificed.
That was that last days of Hootz-
noo-vo. Capt. Merriman did this
act to teach the Indians a lesson
and the scheme seems to have re-
sulted in suceess, for these Indians
who were then the most hostile are
now the most peaceful in Alaska.
Capt. Merriman was afterwards
relieved by Capt. J. Coughlan, who
did some good work with the Adams
iysurveying Warngel Narrows, Peril
straits and Lynn eanal, near Juneau.

L Lt -~
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AN ALASKAN VISITOR.

Col. Chas. H, Isham in the City.

Col. Charles H. Isham, a special
custom house official, stationed at
Sitka, Alaska, is on his way back
from Chicago and the east, and was
at the Gilman last night. Colonel
Isham is Adjutant General of the

Alaska militia and chief of Gover-
nor Knapp's staff. When asked
about his trip and ubout Alaska. he
said :

I went to Chicago in] company
with  Governor Kuapp, Colonel
Willard and Lieutenant-Colonel
Kostrometinoff to attend the dedi-
catory ceremonies of the World’s
Fair, and we had a grand time.
We four represented Alaska, and
were guests of the city. In the
parade we appeared in uniform, and
were given an ovation all along the
line. As wedrove along we heard
many remarks such as this: ‘These
are pretty healthy fellows to come
from such a cold country.” The
press comment was that ‘ even far
away Alaska was represented in
the parade.” We seemed to be the
great object of curiosity, and were
continually overwhelmed with all
kinds of laughable questions.
Several people seemed very much
surprised when they were told that
Alaska was not contiguous to Wash-
ington. One of the gentlemen in
our parly had never seen a railroad
until be arrived on the Sound, and
when we reached Chicago he said
that he did not wish to go further,
as that was as big a city as he want-
ed to see. ]

I havelivedin Alaska three years |
aud find the climate very pleasant. |
On the coldest day we had last |
winter the thermometer registered |
18 degrees above zero. |

The combination formed by the sal- |
mon-cannery men kept the out-put ‘
down pretty low thisyear. According
to the agreement made, only 400,000
cases were turned out. Ouatside of

canuneries put up about 50,000 cases.
The codfish industry was pursued
to a greater extent than ever before,
The catch was in the neighborhood
of 2,500,000 fish. The first ship-
ment was 250,000 fish. Two San
Francisco firms handled all of those
fish, but® labor is so high on the
Pacific Coast that it is at present
difficult to compete with the east-

ern prices. Tt is anticipated that
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[ as good results.

| tosies.,"—Portland Oregonian.

this industry will receive a great
impetus in the near future, as it is |
rumored that orders are likely to be
received from the east for large
shipments.

The fur trade is uot as extensive
this year as it has been in former
years. It is safe to say that the
total number of seals taken this
Year will not exceed 70,000.

We have plenty of gold in that
country, but, as it is low-grade ore,
it takes a large amount of capital
to get it out of the quartz. The
Tredwell mine on Douglas island,
is reported to have netted its stock-
holders, during the last fiscal year,
the sum of $360,000. There is no |
doubt that the same amount of |
capital invested in the vicinity of |
Silver bay, would produce equally |

By a natural barrier Alaska is
almost equally divided in two parts.
The berrier is the range of moun-
tains in which Mount St. Elias is
situated. This range is known as
the ‘ Alps,” and is almost impass-
able. These divisions are common-
ly known as ‘Southeastern Alaska’
and ‘ Western Alaska,” and it has
often been suggested that the gov-
ernment make tiiem separate terri-
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A BLOOD FEUD IN ALASKA,

IT BEGAN EFVER S0 LONG 4AG0, AND
A PHONOGRAPH MAY SEITTLE I'l\

The Romnnoe of Wank, the Stickin Warrlor,
and Snnik, the XHeile of the Kak-wan-tons,
and the Mess True Love Kicked Up—Efforts
at Peace Valn Till Tony Albertstone Came.

Long andlong ago, before the Americans
thought of purchasing Alaska, before the ghost
of the beautiful Prinzess began to sweep her
rustling skirts through the balls of old Bar-
anoff Castle. or 1o toll the great bell at mide
night on Christmas eve, even before the bels
fry had been put up outside the castle, se
long agn that the oldest of the Kak-wan-tons
have forgotten the time and tell the tale vague
ly, speaking of “‘many winters ago." begaa
thie blood feud botween the Stickins'of Wran-
gel and the Kak-wun-tons. Through all the
years the feud had been kept up. Time after
time the United Stales nuthorities liave en-
deavored to seftle I;, The United States ship
Jamestown made a speolal cruise once to try
to get the Stickins and the Sitkas to make
peace, but all the efforts failed, untll Tony Al-
bertstone of Sitka came along with his phono-
graph. and now tha feud may be settled.

Wank was a Stickin warrior, very brave and
very handsome. When he was two and twene
ty. tvears ol he/had killed fifty bears.- He was
the'greatest bear hunter of Wrangel, and when
lie rame over to Sitka It was no wonder that'the
beantifal Santk fell a captive to his charms,
Sanik was the belle of the Kak-wan-tons, She
wore great gold earrings, and herhalr was
im~othied down with Lear's grease. So she wen#
back with Wank to the great bear hunter's
illahes.
Tohoo-Atak, the bravest of the Kak-wan-tons,
and because of her desertion to the Stickine
there was great trouble in the Sitka villages.

Tehoo-Atak took his cedar canoe, and setting
out from Sitka in the night paddled withous
stoppiug till he came to the Stickin villags,
where Wank nhad taken his beautiful bride, He
called & council of the head men of the Stick-
ns and told them how Wank had betrayed him.,
Hls honor and his home and his trite, he said,
wers disgraced, and he demanded reparation,
There was a great pow-wow over Tchog-Atak's

story. and ia the end the trihe decided agains '

Wank. and ordefed him to send the beautifal

. Spnik back to Sitka with Tchoo-Atik.

Now, 1t s an old custom among the Alaskan
Indians that when it isdecided that one tribe or
family has wronged another tribe or family a
groat feast or potiach shall be given to the in-
jured by those who have done the. wrong, So,
hesides giving up Sanik, whom Wank beileved
he had won in falr contest, he was obliged to
give a great foast to Tehoo-Atak and his’ fsoms
{ly. The potlach was glven, and whenit was
over Tchoo-Atak took £anik and put her into
his canoe ready to start back to Sltka, but
jus; as he was about to cet intothe canoe him-
golf Wank came up, and with all his michs
stabbed Tchoo-Atak throngh the heart with &
dngesr concealed under hils blanket,

Tehoo-Atak's family paddled back towthale
village as fost as they could go with the newa
of Wank's double treachery. The Kak-wan-
tons held a council and determined to go back
to the Stickin village In torce and demand
blankets or pay fromm Wank's relatives. Thas
{8 always the custom among Alaskan Indians.
They do not demand & life for a life, but whan
a man has kitled a man of another family and
is convicted of [t he must pay to the dead
man's family what thd deand man is deter-
mined to be worth in blankets. The custom is
even carried so far that it Is said by those who
know the Alaskan Indlans best that some-
times when p man grows old and feeble apd
can no longer be of service to his tribe, 1f he
can provoke a fatal guarrel with a man of an-
other tribe nie will do it, so that his tribe may
profit something by hie death.

Eight canoes of tha Kak-wan-tons left Sitks
for the Stickin villnge to demand reparation
for the death of Tchoo-Atak, Upon their ar-
rival they were met by the whole Stickin tribe,
who greeted them kindly and asked them to
come ashore, promizine them n greal potlach
for the injury which Wank had done. But
Wank's spirit in killipg Tohoo-Atak had
plensed the old men of his tribe, and their
promise to the Kak wan-tons was o suare, No
sooner had the [ndians from Bitka left thair
canoes and come upon the beach than they
were attacked by the Sticking with spears.
They were utterly unprepared for o fight, and
of-all who came only two cannes escaped. !

'ﬂuh even this was not snough. A little
while afterwatrd the 3tlokins caneht the younes
son of the headchief of the Sitka tribe while
he was huntlug in Peril Straius and killed
him and threw his body into the galt water.

Now Sanik had been promized to

So the feud began and grew. The desire for
revange was deep rooted In the hearts of the
Sitkane, and they vowed to take vengeance om
the whole Stickin tribe at the first opportunity.
They uars a patlent peovls, and they walted
long for their opportunity. It became thelr
eustom 1o comoel all the boys. down to the lit-
tle fellows of five years, to bathe In salt water
every day, even in the eoldest weather, and
wien the boys came out from thn[r swim the
fathers pursned them with whips® saving:

*“*The Stickins whip you: Ent we. When you
grow up take revenge on t en.""

A long time after the killing of Tohoo-Atak
and his friends, when the new generatlon had
grown upand the Kak-wan-tons thought the
memory of the old ontrage had had a chance to
iie ont among the Sti~kins, they sent n messen~
ger to the Stickin village saying that they des
sired to make peace, and asking their anciens
enemies to come to Sitka for o potlach. = So
pleasantly was the mesaage delivered. and so
falr nnd open did it seem, that the Stickins
wers taken off their guard, Four canoes pus
out from Wrangel and went to Sitka, bearin
the Lead men of the Stickli tribe to the grea
potlach of their old enemies, But the 8it-
kans had not forgotten, and when the tickins
ianded from their cances the Kak-wan-tons fell
npon them and killed them everv one. Then
there was great rejoicing at what they calied
the zlnriouia victory, and they gave the po
for themsalves.

8o the feud between the Stickins and the
Kak-wan-tons was kept up, When the United
Hiates bought Alaska from Russii the active
manifestations of the fend were curbed by the
strong hand of the GGoveinment, but e old
aniinosity was not eradicated. The Stickins
never went to Sitka, and the Bitkaus neves
went to Wrangel. Two T
Tony Albertstone of Sitka went to Wrangel
with o phonograph. Ka-du-shan, the princts
pul chief of the Stickins. saw the phonograpn
and was greatly amazed Ly it, He mnde o
speech Into it. and the reproduction of his own
words bv the machine convinced him thas
thers was nmele of the most wonderful kind.
When Albertstons. remembering. the feud, de-
termined to play upon the old chlef’s bhellef in
the magic. and at Iast persuaded Ka-du-s
to send a messpge to hie ancient enemlea
sitka throueh the wonderful talking machiney
in the hope that at last the old feud might
sattled, Ka-du-shan made the spesch, .and
tnis 18 what be sald:

It is I, Ka-du-shan, tugether with the Chief
Shakes, that am sendineg the message througs
the talking machine to all the I\nk-“nn-wt
clan of the Sitka tribe. You all know tha
many, mMAnyY Years ago your forefnthers invit-
ad our forefnthers to Sitka to a ‘big feast, An
ahen they all cume to your village, unprepar
to liave any trouble, but to have a good time
your clan killed them all befcre they ever had
& chance to get out of their canoes. This fight
never has been settled. But aow our tritie, as
weil ns your tribe, have become Christiang, and,
an the missionary tells ns, we are now brothers,
if this be true. why not be like brothers an
throw off the old grudge which we have hi
agninst each other for all these years and
muke the peace? But the peace must he made
aceording to the custom o! our forefathers in
order tn make it binding and everlasting, and
AR it costs 2 greal deal 1o trayel in thi=s enantry
we wunt vou to pay all expenses.”

That was the creat speech of pacification sent
by fen-du-shan through the phonogranh to the
Kaok-wan-tons. If he had stoppeil befors t'.'];i
Inst rontence the speech might have effec
its prnronse. but the Kak-wan-tons are & thrifty
folk nud refused o pay the sxpenses of thelw
nid foes,

2o the fend stands, Nevertheless, the owns
er of the talking mactioe and the missionary
to whom HKa-du-shan referred In hi=z spoec
hope that before many Years fhe aguestion of
expense will he 1aft out and both tribes wil
centribite tn the great potlach, so that the
vencek may be offected, "according 10°the cus-
toms nf our forefathers, so a& to he binding end
everlusting.™ j

or three years asgo’
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SATURDAY, NOUVEMBER 2, Iss).

Tuesday morning last the warship
Thetis sailed from port on a ten days’
cruise in the waters of 8. E. Alaska,
during which time she will touch at
Juneau, Douglas City, Hoonaly, Wran-
gell, Howkan, Chileoot, Killisnoo, and
various other setllements in the Dis-
trict, for the express purpose of afford-
ing Governor Knapp an opportunity
to visit those points and make himself
acquainted with the residents., Mr.
George Kostrometinoff, the Court Tn-
terpreter, accompanied the Governor
and priorto his departure was appoint-
ed Notary Public by Mr, Knapp and
Bpecial Deputy Marshal by Marshal
0. T Porter. Duaring the stay of

the Thetis at Hoonah Mr. Kostromet-
inoff' will attempt the arrest of a Chil-
cat Indian named Shotridge, an old of-
fender, for whose arrest a warrant was
issued by Judge Jewett some months
ago on & charge of resisting an oflicer
in the execution of his duty. !

77

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 23, Issn, ]

—_————

The grand ball given last Monday
night by the Commander and Oflicers
of the U. B. 8. Piuta ai the Court
‘!t:umn—-—tlw first of the seasop,—was
an uaqualified suecess. Though got-
ten up on short notice, yet, through
the untiring energy of the ubiquitous
Dr. H. B. Fitts, a rusiler, everything
was in order. Bath the government
vessels Thetis aud Pinta were repre-
sented by their mallant ofHeers in social
full dress uniform. The fall band from |
the Thetis furnished the mesie, oceu-
pying the spacious Court House Liail.

In the danees were seen Mrs. T, W,
Kinkald and her sister Miss Cuesin,
models of matehless. gueenly grace
and digpity, beyond the power of
painter’s brush or seulptor's chisel ;
Mrs. Henry . Haydon, with her|
sparkling vivacity, humer, and rare|
conversational powers: the brilliant
Mrs. E. P.:Webster, unconscious of
the reverent homage to her boeauty
and genius; Mesdames J. T, Ninith |
and A. C. Hodgson, so well know: as |
inseparable and alimost o part of each
other ; Mesduames Geo. and Peter J.
Kostrometinoff, at home in the quad-
‘rillo or waltz, and who by their retir-
ing modesty challenged the ntteution [
|nf all ; Ia petite combination of angel ||
fand fairy, Mrs. Di Fitts, a preture | .
| never Lo be effaced from the foreground
{of memory ; the young Miss Julia Ha-
ley ; the teacher Miss Anna Beatty ;
the charming Mrs. Girant 3 Mes, . W.

[ Jungen with stately mein and dignity; i
the dark-eyed beauty Mrs. Phil. Weit-
tenhiller; the venerated mutron M, |
K. P. Webster, sen,, with lll:LI.l-rn:lli
pride and devotion for her son the Pay- |
master, all combining in a brilliant gu-
laxy of beauty, ealture, grace and pe-
finement, challenging with generous
rivalry cosmopolitan Euastern society. |
Captains Chus. H Steckion and 0. W,
Farenholt, who by their individuality
have forged Lo the front of the Anieri-
can Navy, and whose names are n
houschold word from Point Barrow in |

the iee-bound Arvetie to the parennial I
verdure of D rien, need neithier enco-
iiuny or praize,

Ahont 11 o'elogik an elegant sapper
¢ n sting of viands, coffee, and lux-
ulies, was served.  The repast, which
was daae Pl justice to, reflected ered-
it ou the ¢ aterer.

Space will not allow individual men-
tion of the eourtly gallantry of the en-
tre colerie of officers from both ships.

The eivil oiliclals were represented
by Governoe Kuoapp, Secretary Hay-
don, Distriet Attorney Grant, Colieet-
or Prachit and Judge Jewert,

|| |
[.

|
|
|
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On Monday eveu

;

was held in the Executive Ofice in the
Custom House building for the pur-
pose of effecting the organization of
the Alaska Historieal Society. A Con-
stitution and By-Laws were adopted
and the election of officers Wis held,
Hon. Lyman E. Kopapp was elected
President and Mr. Geo. Kostrometi-

—

o - Alaskan

noff Recording Secretary of the Soci-
ety. The menmbership couglsts now of
24 gentlemen as active members, and

an initiation fee of $3.00 was colleeted |

forthwith to pru\'illcafund to enable
the Society to euter upon its useful

career. Au important step was taken |
in apprepriating $25.00 to place the |
gouthern Blockhouse, whicli stands |

on the rising ground between the
town and the Indian Ranch, in good
repair, thereby preserving an interesi-

ing landmark, which is visited every |

Summer by hundreds of tourists ; this
and the northern larger one having
been erected in years gone by to pro-
tect the town from attacks by the na-
tives, who had selected the strip of
ghelving beach facing the inner har-
bor for & village»site, after the Rus-
gians had permanently gottled down
here.

Hon. Max Pracht atated In the
course of the proceedings of Menday
evening's meeting that he, as Custodi-
an of public buildings, would recom-
mend to the Seeretary of the Treasury
that both blockhwuses be transforred to |
the keeping of the Historical Society!
in order to prevent them from joining
in the grudunl decay whieh threatens
all the original Russian buildings, the
property of the Government at present |
here in Sitka. The Historical SBoeiety
has been so organized that it will be
uble to communieate with other organ-
{zations abroad, which have & kindred
object in view. TIts constitution sets
forth that it aims at collecting and
preserving historical data and articles
of historical value'in regard to Alaska,
and the dissemination of useful infor-|
mation in that respect. No more &p-
propriate place than the seat of gov-
ernment could be selected for the head-
quarters of the Society, cousldering
that all the heads of the administrat-
ive branches of the territorial govern-
ment, who witheut exception display |
a lively interest in the orgunization, are
located here. To ensure the co-opera-
tion of others in the Territory who
might be disposed to further the ob-|
jects of the Bociety, its constitution
provides for five Vice Presidents, of
whom four may aect as presiding ofli-
cers of other loeal ramifications. ‘We
wish the Alaska Historieal Roclety a

prosperous future !

| B ——=—

Entered at the Postofice, Sitha, Alaxka, as Sec
ond-cluas Muil Matter.

——
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BATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 1800,

The neighboring tribe of Sitka In-
dians, belonging to the Thlinket na-
tion, are now mourning the loss of
their Head Chief Annahootz, who
breathed lis last on Thu raday evening,
the 6th instant.

Annahoeotz, whose Christian name
was Alexis, received upon hig baptism
under the rites of the Greeco-Russian
Chiirch, was' reported severely ill on
the 10th of January last, whereupon
the surgeons of the gunboat Pinta
hastened to his bedside to give him all
possible relief, as he was held in great
esteem by the naval as well as the eiv-
il authorities on account of his un-
daunted fidelity to his white superiors.
Bubsequently te that date until the
time of lis demise Drs. Fitts and Ar-
nold were in constant attendance up-
on thie bed-ridden Chief, and they fa-
vored THE ALASKAN with'the follow
ing history of his case :—

Upon their first visiting the sick
man they found him mueh enfeebled
through veluntary starvation and in a
comotose state, from which he could
only be aroused with much difficulty.
The medical men first resolved to ud-
minister stimulants to him in the hope
that they would produce a re-vivifying
effect and thereby overcome his seem-
ingly deterniined refusal to take any
nutriment, but their expectations were
not fulfilled as he persisted in refusing
to swallow anything voluntarily, and
could only be compelled te do so by
force, On January 17th- they com-
meneced to feed the invalid artificially
by means of a stomach pu mp and con-
tinued in this way for ten days, at the
gume time giving him, by a similar
method, mediciue for restorative pur-
poses. On January 27th, no appreci-
able effect for good having been expe-
rienced, & consultation wis held and it
was decided to desist from further
forced sustentation of the patient, on
secount of the tribie objecting to the
methods pursued, they considering it |
a degrading manner of treatnient, and |
hl_ﬁ eventual recovery being regarded
as hopeless, No food was therefore
administered to him after that date,
and on_ the day before mentioned he
expired. As long as he was under the
observation of the naval surgeons he
hardly spoke a word or seemed to un-
derstand anything. He would accept
any alimentary golid or fluid without
attempting to partake of it, hiding it
justead in the blanket with which he
was enveloped, and only by foree could
it again be taken away from him. It
seemed that he had made up his mind
to die because his coreer of usefuluess
had passed, he being of ripe old nge
and stricken with blindness for the
lust nine years of his life,

st o 3. AL
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From Mr. George Kostrometinofl,
Tuterpreter of the U. 8. Distriet Court,
who had known the worthy Chief

that the vessel hud been compelled to

return. hiome without realizing any

frem childhood, we gained the follow- —— profit.  The expectations of receiving

ing Interesting Items coneerning hini ;

Annahootz was born in the native
village at this place and sueceeeded his
brother Bergius in the chieftainship
of the tribe in 1865, whose footsteps in
his demeanor and moral influence over
the tribe he closely followed. He had
seen how the Russian autliorities, then
governing here, had always appreci-
ated his brother’s fidelity and upright-
ness, and therefore had been, when his
death occurred from violence—being
shot through the heart in a farily
feud—buried with military honors, a
section of the Kamtehatka battalion
garfisoned here firing a volley over his
grave, Upon THE ALASKAN asking
hew it was that Annahootz succeeded
his brother as Head Chief of the tribe,
such being contrary to the rules of
Thlinket sociology, the rightful succes-
or in wealth and dignities being the
eldest son of the eldest sister of the de-
ceased, it was explained that nephews
were wanting and that consequently
Anngnhootz, the younger brether, was
next of kin.

At -an outbreak of Sitkans against
the whitea in the early part of 1878
Annahootz made a most notable dis-
play of bravery and fidelity to the
whites under the following eircum-

| gtances:—The sealing schooner San

| toms here, was held, in which the In-

Diego called in here te ship native
hunters for'a cruise in Behring Sea in
1877 and proceeded on her voyage,
after securing here the services of six
Sitka Tundians. One day one of the
San Diego’s boats being away from the
ship on & hunting expedition with the
gix Sitkansand the mate of the schoon-
er on board, she unfortunately ecap-

sized, and the mate and only one of
the Indiuns were saved. Upon the
vessel’s urrival at San Francisco the
surviving native returned here bring-
ing the news of the drowning of his
five shipmutes, which tidings put the
whole village in a state of excitement,
and the relatives of the deceased men
were not slow in following their cus-
tom and claiming damages for the loss
of their brethren, whieh had heen
caused (as they elaimed) through the
agency of the whites. A conference
between the natives and Major Gouv-
erneur Morris, then Collector of Cus-

dians made a formal elaim for a num-
ber of blankets, then as yet the stand-
ard currency among the natives, ns A
i recompense for their loss,  Major Mor-
|.1'i$l, nuturally, retorted that such a
| course could not be pursued but that
| e would ascertain from the owners of
the San Diego how much wages were
due each individual and make a elaim
for the amounts en behalf of the in-
terested parties, This propoesition was
accepted and the excitement was so
fur allayed until the answer of the
schooner’s owners arrived to the effeet
that no wages were due the decensed
mariners, us they had been engaged o
participate in the profits of the vuyage
and that the efficieney of the erew had
been crippled - such an  extent,

a restitution: in worldly goods for the
loss of their relutives were thereby en-
tirely dispelled, and revenge upon the
whites. was plinned by the Indians,
The killing of n white man by the
name of Brown at the Hot Springs,
near this place, was the first overt hos-
| tile acty and in town the natives be
came most ngeressive in their behav-
ior, even going so far as to tesr down |
| the old Russian stoekade dividing the
| village from the white settlement, that
enclosure having been kept in good re-
pair during the occupaney of the U. 8.
Army, which evacuated the Territory
in the previous year. 3
The hostile feeling among the Indi-
lans became gradunlly so inteuse that
the whites without any protection from
army or naval forces, had to secure
themselves against an attack of the
natives and two places of refuge were
selected, the Russians transferring |
their families to the residence of their
parish priest, Rev. Father Nieolai Met- |
ropolsky, whilst the Americans with |
their wives and children found a place |
of safety in the Cusforn House. The |
town was regularly patrolled at night |
by a citizen's posse in order to prevent ag
surprise and to guard against the na-

through the loss of the five hunters, |

tives securing possession of the town, |
{that design baving been planned to
| tuke place as soon as Kat-tlean, Chief|
of the Kokwanrtan elan of the Sitkans; |
could bring his auxiliuries from the|
Chilent villages. The natives bent up- |
on revenge beeame impatient however

and made a rush for the town before

Kat-tlean with the Chileats had ar-

rived, and proceeded as fur as the pa-

rade ground with the intention of at-

tacking the Custom House. Anuna-

hootz-had assembled here a handful of

his trusted followers to prevent the in-

tended assault, and in the scufie whieh

ensued ene of the Head Chiefs fol-!
lowers was wounded. A hand-to-hand |
fight among the villagers now oceurred

and the hostiles were at last driven

back by Annahootz with the aid of the |
whites who had now dared to emerge
from their ark of safety. As luck
would have it the mail stcamer arrived
a few days afterwards and the Collee-
tor limproved the opportunity by send-
ing an appeal {or protection to the
Washington anthorities, whilst the
Russinn priest invoked the nid of the
Senior Naval Officer at Esquimault,
the B C. Naval Statien. The British
man-of-war Osprey was the first to ap-
pear in Bitka Harbor, and the next
day there steamed inte port the U. S.
Revenue Cutter Wolcott. Through the
determined attitude assumed by the
British Commander, who threatened
to bombard the village, the spirit of the
natives was cowed and peace once
again reigned supreme. From this
tinie on the name of Annahootz rose
in the estimation of tho law-abiding
members of the eommunity, and his
fidelity on that oceasion was never af-

terwards forgotten by the whites,

From a matrimoninl point of view |
the Chief can be regarded as a com-
plete suceess, he having been a polyga-
mist in the truest sepse of the word.
Dora, his widow, was his thirteenth
wife und the only one wedded to him
under Christian rites,

It is not yet determined who will be
the late Chief’s successor. The settle-
ment of the question is delayed pend-
ing negotiations hetween the Governor
anid the leading members of the tribe,

The interment of the remains took
place on Sunday the 9th instant, the
cortege starting from the native village |
at 9:30 A. .. The holy edifice being
reached at 10 0'clock, immediately fol- |
lowing the regular morning service the |
funeral ceremony wus commenced.

‘Father Donskoy officiated aud deliv-|

ered an appripriate eulogy on the de-
eeased, who was buried with all the
honors which the Chureh could be-
stow upon him.
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; BATURDAY, FEB, 11, 1809,
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Futher Anthony, assisted by
Father Jason and Professor Popofl,
gave a delightful entertainment on '
Monday evening to the officers of
the “Wheeling” in recogmition of
the courtesies extended him by
(hese representatives of Uncle Sam's
“pavee”

Father Jason’s magnificent basso
has seldom been heard fo greater
advantage. The Father’s good |
nature is preeminent and his audi- |
enee was favored with an extended
and varied program. ineluding se-

leetions from oratorios, Russian
fovesongs and quaint, provineial
ballards, not often Leard m:mrlv nfl
the Czar's comain. Col. Kostve- |
metinoff delighted the 1_'.nmp:i||_\-'
with some original eompositions on '
the guitar, and Lieut. Corgas Un-"
livened the evening with Treneh |
Russian and **0Old Virginny? mel- I;
odies. The Lieutenant’s most 1-"15—I
nouneced sueeess was made in infro-

goeing the unfamiliar N mum"
Hyma of the Philippines, entitled |

\ Hot Time in the Old Town.” |

The f-'.'-.'uing's enjoyument \\':lrc'i
gnpplemented by # feast ol good
things for the ‘interior depart-|
ment,’? Father Anthony appologiz-
ing for its inadequuey, in the light
of genuine Russian hicspitality, 1
while his guests o wpm.nlltr'd'
themselves that in tho present
instanee at least, Alaska was a land
of limitations.

Thes Russian National Hymn and
‘America” were sung with spirit
by the entire company and conelud-
¢d the evening's entertainment.

The gnests included Lieut. M. C.
Corgas, Dr. W. M. Wheeler, En-
sigos 1. H. Durrell, B. W. Todd
and C. M. Tozer, Paymaster W. H.
Doherty, L-.11u.11n Goodrell, Dr.
Kosher, Mr. Frauk Grygly, Col.
Kostrometinoff and Mr. D. C. Lock-
II wood,

other towns

I 1

|

et.y
which is @
Humane ! :
are 114 B.: U8t
order to j(ﬁTn tha\

eood thlng !oi eﬁ!ﬁren l‘g &ve be-
caunse l.hey will be kind to all things
more helpless than ttw@r.' The child-
ren who belong to the soclety wear a
badge to show people that they be
long.

Our society started last year when
the teacher saw how ecrmel the “ehild-

ren were to the animals. This year|
thé society has improved and we el-
ccted a president. HE and his help-|.

ers look after the society and see
that the child:gn keep thelr promises
and are not ¢ to animals. All Lhe
thildmn,_;% Sitka shonld belong  to
the National Mne Society, and
ﬂlaslm 8 have

societies also, ;
s Borls metino

e i Do [ D e S -
I
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}SITKA RESIDENT
{ | HIGHLY HONORED

0OOUIIAABHBIA OTABAD.

| ¢ Coecyxaps HMunepaTtTopms, no
Gerorge Kostrometinoff, who has re- 3 ; e g O T e
sitled in Sitka all his life, but who I8 IH-'-(‘““.l,ll,;'““'h“”H'MI\ fl‘”\xl(l*],_\_ M i “.._ I r
as well knowit bere asat his howe, has b s Aban, Beemnaocrnpbiime cons-
CTpaHHbBIX'D I

{heen made the recipient of a signal
 honor at the hand of the czar of all the . -
 Bussias.  Mr. Kostrometinoff has re- sKAJIOBAHLE g-'r;||n)("|“f‘; CUnTxuHCKaro Raoe-
eeived divect from his imperial majesty |
. massive silver goblet bearing the

BoAWA'L, Bb 15 penp CeHTAGpA €. I., HA 110-

ipaisHaro Cobopa AMEpPUKAHCKOMY Ipasia-

f ] . Q-
' {royal arms—the double-headed eagle of auay Ceprbio I{““TPOMHFHHOBY [icoTiy
{ st —in recognition for his fuithful Maro mogapka —- cepedpsaHaro KyOka, CTo-
i:'.:::I]I:,:h[.l.:;I‘H..II‘:;,I;{,:hl famous Russian IMOCTBEIO BB 300 i'}"“-:l"’“" I nt.l.:[l!L‘,‘.I_\l {_'.! rlT
J LM Kostrometinoff has béon warden ]mc-'["l; MuaHeanoaAnCceKoOM IHEePKEBII I*”"‘.‘
[ of the historie chureh for over twenty Macaew — (_.,L_,]_}O._‘,],““;_;i| HAI'DYAHOI MeJgau

years and imdeér his management it £ y Re o yHTE

has Boen reseued from n state of in- ga CragnciaBecKod JeHTSH.

debtedness and put on excellent finan-
einl footing.

Rt. Rev. Innoeent. hishop of the
Russinn churchos of the Pacific coast, I ]
was strack by the fidelity to duty ex- MUSEUM GETS RELID:
hibited by Mr. Kostrometinoff and &
called the ezar's attent m to it with ; :
the recommendation thit {he govern- Russian Governor of Alaska,

Smithsonian Receives Cuirass Worn by

tent send him some token of its ap-| | o ARCen atec! Sultaes, of woverHujes

v worn or twenty-seven o
Rreciation. 1 der Baranoff, the st

A short time aga s package was ye- of Alasks, was received pt
ceived from the Russian embassy at | Mugcum's  snthropoldgical
Washington and accompanying it was 1 Sutuvdny ;

@ letter from Bavon Rosen, the Russian
ambassador to the [United States. to
Blshop Tnnocent. 1t was as follows:
“Russian Foreign Ofice

e w

foes that h
“Imperial Finbassy ., Immune from harn
from the Tndiang tht

“Washington, D. ¢,
: “*Nov. 13, 1906
*No, 354

M,

*Your Eminence:

“The imperial foreign office sends
ne u silver goblet bearing a reproduce- kerdnmth or Ha
duction of the state emblem. which | *H freinit s Erpted
with the great mercies of the czar you friet '.::'i'.f"' made
will illl‘-!"\l" present to the citizen of of "Aleska bs

S0 ransfer o

the TUnited States, Mr. George Kostro-|; S .:Illi:.ul-n.l.m Institution, In acknowl
metinofl, warden of the Sitka cathedral 513 g e e b e Skl
and a resident of Sitka, Alaska. i ..|"|1\.- ethnological sion, which

“Respecifully soliciting your lord- QERtuCaE "'_I“-‘_T;"-I'I"I‘FI"I""_M e [_'] ;
ship's blessings and prayers. I beg to At A s i) '
remain Very resppetfully, i

..ROSE.\'... l||J;' ) mtervs
The goblst is a magnificent specimen hnie-alatlition Wit
Jof the silversmith's art. It is very joan develnpment

massive and is covered with intricate
and beautiful engraving. Its value
| is 300,




8

THE SEA

I[TI

CHRISTIAN DENOMINATIONS R
IN TH

Early Efforts- of the Greek Church of Ruassia Successfully Fo.

HTZ first object of interest which |

is pointe t to the tourist who
lunds at the still, quaint old
Russian town of Sitka, Alaska,
fa ‘an old cross, very. much the
worse for wear, that occupies a |
prominer ‘l poszition in the landscape a8 |
1s rhart, This marks the
3t church building In
in 1817, from timbers
wreck ship Neva.

a sacred

|
spot, and |
for the transfer |
from Russla to
of the parcels
rotocol to the
doés

not

haot
this

large log
must be accorded
zed for

and
or ‘th
countr

of Cook inlet,
tknuoariver, and at

s still a fortl-

Kenal is on the e: gide
at the mouth
the time
fied pl
nent

of th
T

B|ucee
1ndian:
wrath
Qf the

ir

from t
sty will

and in h
with most

done in

of thers

ordinary

nominations

h
America,
the

muech to surprise

Notable Church Buaildings.

are but two especially notable

bulldings in =ka, the the

Russian cathe g 31 and
wden edifice of

|
¥ the Jesui wi ll
hadow of Jun |
nes up the be : |
ril was |nL. in in 1846 and l.ulI't')]f‘I d
on St. Michs day, 188, and hence is |
under the tut Ty anship of that
saint. Among |t ous relics s a
partralt of the Int, with its
of tments, gold
paintings and
ed  figure and gold and |
precious stones, have made is t']lll!'\‘hi
famous throughout the world. 3 |
the s of
Kostromie
1 ia reter to the |
| %1 n!tcrl Btates dlstrict court, shows them
to visitors with great pride.
ka. forms a hopric of the Greco-
n church, site of which
i few years ago was Sltka, but it now re-
mainsg at San Fr 5 of the
bishopric Is tha and Aley-
tian  fislands; The n governinent |
annually appropriates about 36800 for the
support of the church in Alaska. so that
every priest has a salary and {8 not do=
pendent upon his CONgre ion. The
bishop recelves a ary of $6,000 a year,
and the priest according to the import=
IR L e e e

ance of his charge. Until two
ago the cathedral was in charge of an
archemandrite, or dean, but he has been
recalled to Russia and a priest ha
Ris place. Thé salary at Bitka has bee
$1,600 a year, with the right to retire after
ten years on half pay for the rest of his

. life,

The Greek Churches,

Prior to the late Archemandrite Ana-
tole w Father Donskoy, who retired on
his pension in 1895. He was a man very
highly esteemed in Alaska, probably more
beloved than @ any pastor the Hussian
church has had in Alaska. He went home

months |

and chapels in al
Western Alaska, a
Jackson notwithstai
churnch has always
the commendition
The Work
In the Roman
Alaska is controlle
head of which is a
headquarters at Ju |
cupled that positiorn
died at Juneau earl
eyerybhody. Hils su
Rev. Father J. B, I

(]
| a great Alaskan (s :
1

Griex CA?»IDRA;\
SiTKA,

Couoazc.a.nona.._ CuurcH
OO GLAS e
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~“TTTT ol |
CHURCHES
by W dv ﬂf New York, and while spending | over ChHlkoot pass [’
a of the journey in Seattle told | with the first gold »
to -Intelligencer many interesting | ago, and probahly
details of - his work In Alaska, particular- | far north on land
ly of the schools, in which his Interest | gone., He establishe ~
was most particularly centered. points on the Yuke
There are few Russians left In Alaska, | have since been sent
After the transfer they were not any too | Slonary work, |
well treated by the Americans, and so Father Rene, the p
preferred to return to their ive tolie, has !*“"ntl_',' T |
But the descendants of Russian flThl'I“-I portant mission to th

and native mothers, together
Aleuts residing in ‘Western
up a membership of probably
thus the large religious denomination of
the territory. The body has churches at
Junean, Killisnoo, Kenai, Kadiak, Unga,
Belskofsky, Tnalaska and other places
to the westward; in all twelve organized
churches, with regularly ordained priests,

with all the
Alagka, make
15,000 and

of which
the Vatican for the
monastery on the Yo
Forty-Mile, for the
the development of |
region. \
The foundation of &
dates from 1586, when
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gy, and other priests

(I'TLE POST-INTELLIGENCER, SUNDAY, JANUARY 29, 1890;

SPRESENTED
E CHURCH WORK OF ALASKA.

HoWed by the Missions of the Jesuits, Episcopalians and Others.

nost every village of
nd, the Rev. Sheldon
iding, the work of the
been found worthy of
of falr-minded men.

M the Jesuits,

Catholic communion
i by the Jesuits, the
prefect-apostolic with
1eau. Father Tosi oc-

for many years, and
Iy last year beloved by
ceessor is  the Very
lene. Father Tosl was
weler, He journeyed

was started, Two years later the board-
! ing and day schools were started lower
| down the river, with four sisters of St.
Ann, With the increase of puplls seven
more sisters were sent un in 1898, and
since the Klondike discoveries the school
has grown to be the largest and most po-
tent in the civilization of the natives and
| the education of the whites of any
in the Interior.
Missions in the Interior,
There are now in the Yukon interior en-
gaged In mission work ten fathets, seven
brothers, and eleven gisters,  making
twenty-eight in all, Rev, Father Barnum

e —

Mosaviar Missiom
Camnmeol,

on CHURCH
SKAGYW A Y,

Fuss0-CrREEX MIssIONS
lkoerurt

&

DF ALASKA. R

4 Into the interfor
kers a dozen years
l‘ended his trips as
ANy mian has ever
nissjons at varlous

1 to extend his mis-

resent prefect-apos-
turned from an im-
@ Vatican, one point
iin the authority of
sstablishment of a
“on, at a point near
furpose of fostering
agricultére In that

1ese .Yukon missions

Monroe at Nulato, Rev., Father A, Raz-
arn at Holy Cross, Rev, Father Judge at
Shageluk river, and Rev, A, Roberts on
the Kuskokwim. Rev. Joseph Trecca Is
superintendent of St. Joseph's boarding
day school at Akularak, Yukon delta,
with thrée male assigtants. The girls*
school is under the charge of Sister M.
Zypherine, Superior, assisted by three oth=
er sisters. At Tununa, at Cape Vancouver,
and at Eskinak there are Roman Catho-
lic. misslons, and also at St Michael's,
Norton sound, ‘and at Selawik river, Kot-
zebue sound, and at other places along the
coast of this wid far northern country.

a #mall day school | have Bettled to trade or hunt for gold,

is at Forty-Mile mission; Rev. Father

and in many places where there are still

the sick and the needy. These priesis
have been highly dducated men, who have
| shown great devotion to the cause, travels
| ing thousands of miles alone and bearing

Journeying. They speak the languages of
the natives and thus easily gain their
confidence,

It should also be mentioned that the
fathers have what Is conceded to be the
best school in Alaska, the boarding and
day school at Juneau, under the charge
of the sisters of St. Ann, At Sitka, the
Catholics worship in an old building, but
it is hoped In the near future to erect
there & new and imposing edifice.

Episcopalian Endeavo rH.

Eeclesiastically speaking, Alaska forms
8 missionary eplscopate of the American
episcopal church, with headguarters at
Bitka. The present bishop 1s the Rt. Rev.
Peter Trimble Rowe, who was consecrated
in 1895. The chancellor {s Hon, Burton .
Bennett, who was appointed United States
distriet attorney of Alaska, but who still
retaing the affice of chancellor and his in-

aska, At the present time this church
has In its Alaskan field twelve organized
missions and nine unerganized, nina
clergymen, two medical misslonaries, five
catechists, three lay readers, gix deacon-
esses or woman teachers, five schools and
three hospitals, !

a chapel, but a plot- of ground has been
purchased for the erection of o church
this summer, At Skagway an epliscopal
minister {s malntained but the church is a
union one. It was erected by the Rav.
Dr, Dickie, of the Canadian Eplscopal
mission, and by him vested In trustess
for tha use of all the denominations. The
American Eplscopalians, however, own a
sultable building plot, have had a hand=
some communion gervice donated, and
some funds, and next yvear will own their
own church.
The Rev. Dr, Dickle and the people of
Skagway also erected a hospital jast win-
ter, and when Dr. Dickie went on to Lake
Bennett, where he erected a place of
worship, and then on to Dawson, this hos-
pital was turned over to. the American
Eplscopalians and called the Bishop Rowe
hospital: This /denomination has also
chapels at Douglas and Ketchikan, and
#lso at Point Hope, Anvik and Fort
Adams on the Yukon, and in all Alaska
they had at last reports 2,214 church mem-
bers.

Other Denominations,
The other rellgious denominations are

recently completed, and at Cape Prince of
Wales; the Methodists at Unalaska and
Unga; the Baptists at Waod island; the
Friends at Douglas and Kake village;
Morayians at Bethel, Ugavig, Quinzhaha
and Carmen, and Swedish Evangelicals at
In short, the Jesult priests have moved | Yokutat, Golovin Buy ang v
with the American ploneers of Alaska,
the frst was estabd- | and have started missions wherever they

also well represented In the missionary
work of Alaska, considering the compara~
tively recent perlod since the active de-
velopment of the country set in. The
FPresbyterians are located at 8ltka, Jack-
80n, Wrangel, Saxman, Juneau, Point
4rrow, St. Lawrence _fsland, Hoonah
and Haynes mission; the Congregational=-
ists at Douglas, where a new church was

only native residents. They have also
established hospitals in the Interior for

! all the hardships Inecidental to Arctic |

terest in the work of the church in Al= |

It has, as before stated, & handsome
church at Juneau, and at Sitka it has |

THOSE Table d'Hote luncheons nt the

Rainler-Grand hotel are fast becomlng
very popular,

the horizon. Gen: | BSOS S e o | of ‘temperament ana dramatie instinct a'rgli
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Programine.

Alece A ora A vert THEATER]
NEw ARcHANGEL THEATRE,
SITKA. ALASKA,
Wednesday, March 17

BARANOFF

Dramatic Association.

MANAGER, MR, U. KONN(&/# 4 (uct)

The Garvofers,

MR. ROBERTS, the er,. MROAL LOOSHIAN
MRS, ROBERTS, his 8y mpathetic wile,.... MISS ANNA HOOTZ
\\'[1.I,]‘-l,h--r||~.1-_\'mg-:|rl|--t1-'hr-ul].l-l‘, = e el R MRE. J. PONSKY
MRS, CRASHAW, thelr admiring aunt,.... MISS BELLE KOFFSKY
MR. BEMIS, the SATTOLOES VICUIN o cicinrmntans sensanrpesgissasssss s MR JOSIAH ICTUS
DR, LAWTON, the detective, nMRLED. G. COMBE

Aunt Charvlotte’s Naid.

MItS. PUDRDIFOOT, an elderly lady,. MISS KATE LIANSKY

CHARLOTTE, her vivacious maid,.....oereieine CeaMISS NELL TOUSHKIN

HORATIO THOMAS BPARKINS, nephew of Mrs. P.... ST MR, HUGH CHENOO

+-_\1,\,li'l1‘. VOLLEY, an enthusiastic mesmerist,
MISS FANNY VOLLEY, his danghter........

o MR, Q. RIO, JR. ézfl
L.MISS ANNA HOOTZ

JEREMIAH JOHN PIVOT, attorney-at-law,...... i MR, ED. G, COMBE

i

HANLAN AND RUGG'S ORCHESTRA.
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THE RUSSIAN AN AT IR YSIEATRICAL
1ROUS T
Will giva their Sacond Ferformnces ot the OInb Touge Sitka, on Sunday
Evening February 1fth, 1877, whe taey w.!! "' ¢ the honor of pregenting
to the public the Birth Provek v Do of

GRANDMGTIHER'S PAEROTN.

With the fellowing Cast of Charscters,

Grandmother Koormond Mrs, O, Kashowaroff,
Mre, Marvi. -her neice- a widow Miss, N, Kos*romeatinoff,
Miss Muarvil the wilow'z danghter.......... Mise, G, Earhewaroff

iss, Toriata Franimaorthar'a
" d 2 ':').‘}1;} .'lq'-.i ughiar Misa, N, Washewaroff,
Mr, Jarkoos, inlove with Vs, MArvic.coore veennnn.. Mr, Cinpeagan,
Mr, Florvil. fnlrve with Miss Marvil.ooos cvenennnn, Mr. Shmakoff,

Jacko, a countsymwan I 'oe
- SORRYa . Mr, G, Hostrometinefr,

TO BE FOLLOWED WITH,

NO ONE AVERTS H1S FATE,

Mr. Gremord, Overseer of the House- ... .--..........covene... My, Oi eagan.
Duke D' Orson- Owner of the Honse Mr. Herman.
Oaptain Ernest, : Mr. Shmukoff,
Mr, Brant, Adjutant Mr. @, Kostrometinoff,
Mra. Gremord, Mrs. Limbirg.
Lanra, Dukes Daughter Mige. Shmakoff.
Mra. Valkoor Mrs. 0. Kashewaroff,
Rosa, servaut girl Miss G- Kashewaroff.

L —
Doors open at 7, Performanco to commence
at 8 o'clock.
Admission £Q cents,

T A NN e ———— P R e - |
Ward & Daly, Printers.




‘“I'I'KA DISTRIET OF AL&bI’ A,

'y

JGREEK DIOCESE 0,
( B DIVDED

New See to be @e&ted

| ]
| ln Sitka, »

The diocese of the Greol .ortho |

. . - - |
dox chureh in North ' Ame-ica is o

be divided into two. The Uniteds)

States, Mexico and  the Territory

south to the Isthmus, is togontinue

| - - . . - F
under the  jarisdiction ol Bighop

Tikhon. ' THe. notrthernwseation.
rl"mn da, 2 British  Colunesin and |
| Alasgka, 45 to, be .assigngl to tE:r:;

_II. wv. Innueapce l'u!:?«?iy m',"

|Jo-w-w who  wifl' be Ugreated |
llslwi\h\ the Holy "nw-l ‘of l!'l-}
[ Greek Churely,

i The Synod, which is ,f sexsion ||

|in Bt. Petersburg, has desided ! Tn'

divide the diocese at the z,’,:u'w«fmu
|n{ Bishop Tikhon, who }J__:w.ul tn'

|
| come back to America alil resusie

|
hig work if the territory Avas eai-

!
| tailéd te one—nalf of tl:e')ﬂul!t}lw' |

The Synod ‘has = bee “1‘ given 1o |
J understand that it has the approval |
Tof the Czar and the tsi'm:nu:unl.i
| Conneil of Russia, andpe= suon a5 |
these powers give their officiul ||
sanetion, the project will be putft
linto effect. Thegost of *jie change
will -b(i $50, (ll]l) ;-uﬁll h I_i,'}tr(l ik
|)t,.u. for 1[1(|lt1mu| L‘:pt'lmn Dl

! It is expected that the conseera-
tion of Father Tnnocence as hishop

{wi]l come next month, before

| Bishop Tikhon sails for Anierieq.

! Father Tnnoeence is no stranger
{on thisheoast. Nine vears ago he ’
i\ as ordained a monk ai the ldeal [
| cathedral by Bishop Ni -holas, and |
‘\\I[Il him, did & great work . amon "|
Hu: Alaska Indians. He was  also
the sacristan of the cathedral for a

|
|\cat' When called baek to Russia. [
i, was eugiged i the work nl'

organizing churclies in the Fastern
Siates.

bt sk - _

As superior o f the celebrated
Chudoff’ Monastery of Moscow.
| Father Innocence lolds a high and
very desirable ecelesiastical position

He livesratlier luxuriously in the

quaint Russian city. He has al

handsome residence, a - petinue,
and a four-horse carriage for his
-1[){-1'sunnl use. 3ut the life of a
grandee does mnoft appeal to him.
He loves  his missionary  work
among the Indians. ”—Kxaminey
His lominence Bishop Innocence
Veniaminoffy. the first Russian
bishop of Alaska, whose official

residence was in Sitka, erected the |

present cathedral of St. Michael in
1843;}it was dedicated on the 28th
of November of the same year, he
':Hsu had the present Russian par-

|sonage.  When the now appointed

| bishop took the monastic vows le
was named after the first bishop of
Alaska, Innocence.” Next year
[ will be celebrated the centennary of
| the founding of the city of Sitkas
The first bishop succeeded to the
| title of Metropolitan. (Cardinal,) of

Moscow which is the bighest

ecclesinstical position in the Russo-

Greek chureh, and the present

bishop named alter him it is to be

sincerely hoped that in the time to |
come he will rise to the same ravk, '
thus proving himself worthy of kis

predicessor’s name,—([ 1. ]

5 e




THE HEROES OF THE ICY NORTH.







A GROUP OF ARCTIL £XFPLORERS.

f Nansen Kane
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| |
|
L
1
|
i
I
CAPTAIN COGHLAN AND MRS. COGHLAN
IN THE CAPTAIN'S CABIN, |
| |
|
|
1

Capt, Joseph B, Coghlan, U. S, N., Commanding.
GROUP OF THE SHIP'S OFFICERS,

e ——————
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LIEUT. JAMES C. GILLMORE, U.S.N,,
Supposedite have been captured by Filipinos.
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EULOGY BY RT REV
BISHOP INNOCENT|

A presentation speech delivered .
by His Eminence Rt Rev Inno- |
cent, Russian Bishop of Al:\:«]\'zi.l
in presenting a royal gift from|
His Imperial Majesty Nicholas I1
the Czar of all the Russias to M r

George  Kostrometinoff, warden |

of St Michael Cathedral at Sitka,
Alaska., '
On the Tth inst, the orthodox
Russian Christmas Day according
to the Julian calendar was duly
celebrated at the cathedral of
St Michael, the service c¢ommen-
cing with the Liturgy at 10 a m
conducted by His Eminence Rt
ev Bishop ‘Innocent, Russian
Bishop of Alaska, assisted by
Rev Father Andrew and Father |
Archdeacon Anthony. The robes
and mitre worn on the occasion
by His Eminenee were présented
to him by His Imperial Majesty

) _r i | 1. cine YR
the Czar of all the Russias previ-

ous to his departure for Alatka
At the termination of the liturgy
‘the Bishop came from the sanct

vary bearing a gold cross and

My Kostrometinoff stepped “for-
ward to the altar whilst two of|
the acolytes brought the royal |
present on a tray. His Emin-
ence then proceeded to present |
the gift accompanying the pre-l
&entation with the following ap-
propriate speech: |
“‘{onorable Mr Kostrometinoff :
“The Russian people have an I
excellent proverb which upon oe- |
casions of this kind is called t6
our mind. It is as follows: "A|
prayer to God and a service to|
the Czar is never lost.’ ‘.‘.'ith|
these words it is evident that the
Russian people in the first place
have a firm faith in God, who al- '
ways hears the prayers of His|
servants and in due time grants
all the needs of the faithful. And l
in the second place it shows Lhati
they believe in the Orthoclox[
White Czar, an annointed sover- |
eign who rewards every good deed |
instantly, as soon as it comes to|
his knowledge. l
It is also true that the Russian I-
people have another proverb |
which warns them that “'To God
it is very high and to the Czar it |
is very far."”” However high the
throne of God and the distance |
of the abode of the Czar by 0|
means gives an anxiety to the
earnest people who know how to

pray and to patiently perform the

duties intrusted to them,

|




3 i — —y
) I do not daré’fo touch the| “This is such a gift as would
5 hidden veil of your soul in"order |
that I might see for what you are be a great prize anderarity even
—= praying to the Lord and how Hei to the closest Russian sil'!"'i“”'
answers your prayers. That you| but you can receive it with the
alone know. However, it is evi- full consciousness that it is wvlli
dent to all that you are not for- merited by you. Let, therefore, |
gotten by the generosity of the this Royal present be known as
| Heavenly Father and that your a decree of reward to you for all
' prayer to God is not lost; 1_}1;”;' those cares, sacrifices and labors
vour sympathetic disposition andi which you have added to the his-
. that your Christlan, modest and! tory and life of this holy edifice,
f pious family have created for you and let this be known to your|
. in your decree an estimable rep- |children, your descendants and
*.-‘ utation far and wide wherever to all as a proof of the truth that
I the Kostrometinoff’s family have altho it is quite ‘far to the Czar’
: been known or their name ::;-n—' it is nevertheless, like a prayer
i ken, and the sincere love of all| to God, a service to the Czar ESI
1I who but once in . their life had| never lost.” 1'
" met you. ' Sitka, Alaska
*“Your name is especially dear! Russian Christmas
; to this Church under whose r;:m~| Dec 25, 1996(0.S) Jan 71907 (N|
{ ony we are 'at this moment, ' ) !
[ where for more than two score The cathedral was erowded|
, of years you have guarded, “U,I._'l with members of the church and |
ally speaking, like your own eye visitors, the former in full rega-
‘i and with yourlabors and care it lia of the society. The choir,
7 does not feel the feebleness nat- led by Mr Lawrence K;ullm‘:n*ui'{"
' urally appearing in its old age of vas in excellent voice and by|
! its respectable infirmity; on the their splendid singing spellbound :
!J contrary from year to year it em- the audience. :
bellishes more and more and en- R
. riches in its material means and '
J acquires more and more publicity
i and fame and with it your name I
; is spreading all over the world a:
| a guardian of this remarkable| :
monument of the Russian Ortho- !
| dox life in this country. ' |
f‘.' ““After this it is plainly under- |
stood how your name had become |
known to the Orthodox White
] Russian Czar and thru the report| ,
'Il of his Minister of Foreign Affairs| '

. to our great joy he has consider-i
| ed it entirely justifiable to ex-|
_press his Imperial Majesty’s ap-‘
preciation and he has ordered to|
be forwarded and be delivered to |
you this precious goblet decorat- I
. ed with the emblems of the Rus-
i sian Empire and with your initi- ‘
als. ‘
|




ALASKA RECORD-MINER

JUNEAU, ALASKA, SATURDAY, MARCH 8, 1902.

| Government in Alaska.
| [By ArTHUR K. DELANEY.]

In the afternoon of the 18th of Oe-
tober, 1867, amid artillery salutes and |
something of “pomp and circumstance," I
the imperial ensign of Russia was |
lowered from the flag-stafl near the old |

|castle at Sitka and the Stars and |
| Stripes run up in its place, Lhus com-|
| pléting the formal transfer of Alaska |
| from Russia to the United States under

| the treaty of session of the preceding

| March. The territory was turned over

| to the war department and garrisons
| were established at Sitka, Wrangel and
Tongass. Ten years of military rule
succeeded, which gave to the settle

ments of Southeastern Alaska, at least, |
peace and protection. In Juone, 1877,
the military was withdrawn and the
territory fell into the hands of the
treasury department. Aparchy reigned

for the next succeeding two Yyears.

L] Brawls were incessant, and theft and]

murder stalked abroad :mpuui-;'ln-;l,i
1

| "T'he settlement at Sitka bavely escaped
| the horrors of Indian massacre, Shortly
E-t:‘U-r the removal of the troops, the
palisade at that post, separating the
| white settlement from the Indian vil-
Ilzlgl-. vas broken in and dusky brave
| and forest malden proceeded to purloin:
from the whites whatever might attract

\Lht"il‘ fancy. Tothe unfaltering fidelity

of a Sitkan chief named Ah-nah-hootz,
!

. who led a large faction of the Sitke |

tribe, the settlement was more than |
.\\ once indebted for preservation. !
NS | The collector of customs and  his |

deputies constituted the sole official '
atthority in the country—civil, mili-
tary or naval, By them, as well 15 by
the people of the settlement, the most |
urgent appeals were sent to Washington,
but to no avail. The first year of anar-
chy passed without serious outbreak,
but a ¢risis was reached in the winter of
187870, In November, 1878, two Indi-

ans killed a man named Brown at the
| hot springs. sixteen miles from Sitka,
and by the aid of Ah-nah-hootz Lhe
| murderers were captured and, in the

A oy 2 :
| enrly part of February, 187 lodged in

| guard house at Sitka. The population
of the Indian village wus then at its
maximum, all the hunting and fishing
parties being in winter quarters af the
’ yillage, and a muster of three hundred
braves could easily be made, while the

entive population of the white setile

ment scarcely reached that number.

Fortunately, lluwm"-':r. the Indians wers |
divided into two opposing factions, one |
led by Ah-nah-hootz aud the other by |
Kaht-le-ahn, The two prisoners in the
guard house belonged to faction of the

latter chief, and he appears to have

had a further grievance in the loss of

some of his men, who had shipped on «

sealing schooner bound for the west-
ward, and were lost at sea, For this
| 1oss he claimed remuneration from the

whites, in accordance with the rule ol

the Indian law. Several parleys were
held and Kaht-le-ahn failing to get paj
for his braves, determined on retalia-
Lion,

Amony the peculiar customs of the |
natives in this country is a feast called |I
the *‘pot-latch,” at which, aside from |
feasting and drinking (usually alco-

holic), the host bestows upon his guests

the most extravagant gifts. Not fre-
qulem.i,\' many hundred dollars are thus
expended, and bales of calico, and
yawds of silks and satins and scores of
blankets ave passed over by the hero ol
the occasion to his admiring guests.
On the evening of February 6Gth, 1878,
Kaht-le-ahn gave one of these leasts,

and about midnight, with a strong {ol-
lowing, inllamed to frenzy by frequeni
potations of a spirituous compound dis-
tilled here by the natives and called

.

“‘hoo-che-noo,”” started for the white
settlement on his errand of plunder and |

massacre, Ah-nah-hootz, vigilant and

faitliful, ut the head of his band, met
the belligerenis neur the gate of the |
palisade and a sorl of battle ensued.
One of Ah-nuh- hootz's men was killed
and several were wounded on either
side, but Kahlt-le ahn was finally com-
pelled to retire. A meeting of citizens
was beld the nexy day, and such arms
as could be found were distributed,
sentinels posted, alarm signals, to be
given in ease of outhreak, agreed upon,
and the castle and the residence of the
priest of the Greco-Russian church,
both substantial log structures, desig- |

nated as the 1}!.‘;'11[‘.- of rendezyvous iU

case of an alarm. Two days later the
little steamer California, then I.Ii:ll\jll;_‘:
monthly trips from Puget Sound o)
Sitku and affording the only '|ii".'l!].\||.'|
communication with the outside world,

arvived, giving a brief seéason of hops
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to the settlement. The California,
having learned the situation, left on
the 10th carrying urgent messages to
Washington, and bearing away such of

| the women and children as could leave

the place. As the little steamer dis-

appeared among the islands of the In-l

land passage, a gloom akin to des-
pair fell over the defenseless town.
| The next twenty days were days of
weary waiting and the nights of long
hours of anxious, ceaseless vigilance,
Kiaht-le-abn Jeft immediatery after the
sailing of the California, with the
[ avowed purpose of gathering from the
outlying Indlan villages a force strong
enough to overcome the allies of the
whites and then massacre and plunder
the town,  He might return at any
bour, after which few had any hope for
the settlement,

On the morning of the 1st of March,
however, deliverance came from a
source the least expected, when a mauo-
of-war Hying the tri-cross of the British

| ensign, swept round the cordon of
! islands, which shelters the inner har-
| bor of Sitka from the open water of
| Norfolk Souud and the Pacific main,
and dropped anchor abreast of the
Indian village. At the last moment
before the sailing of the California, the
| citizens, in their dire distress, had
‘l signed a petition to the commander of
the British squadron at Esquimaly, B. |
C., briefly reeitlig their danger, and
asking relicf. Not long after the re- |
ceipt of this petition, Cuaptain Holmes |
A'Court, of her Majesty’s Nuvy, was on
| his way to Sitka on board the English
 warship Osprey, where he arrived just
:Lweut.y days after the sailing of the
llfulifurnlu.. After opening his ports
and placing the Indian village under |
j{ruver of his guns, the captain, with
:'Lh:f.l- blunt, straight-forward prompti
| tude peouliar to the irue seaman, sent
| a subaltern ashore to notify the col-
| lector of customs, the only official
representing the United States in the
| territory, that he awaited his instrue-
! tions. It is needless to state that Kat-
|Ie-nhn'_-e attack was indefinitely post-|
| poned; but T may be permitted to add,
!t:h:n while the cry of “rwisting the
[ lion's tail” has become a sort of party
| shibboleth for vote-catehing politicians
in the east, there are mothers still liv-
ing at Sitka who have never ceased to |
bless the nume of Captain A’Court and |
the good ship Osprey. The Osprey re- ‘.

mained at Sitka until the third of
April, when the U. S. Naval vessel
Alaskag despatched after long delay by
the shamed potentates at Washington,

arrived. She was relieved hy the

| Jamestown on the 15th day of June,

| 1879, when the naval rule faivly !m;;nnl

{and which continued to be the sole
]

goveérnmeni of the territory until the

present apology for o civil rovernment

was establistcd nnder the et of con-
gress of Nay 1Toh, 1884, knosn hore as
the “Oleeranice Act.”

The cxpadients vesorted 1o by tha
]'Il"_'i]Iliu' for the  prassevation of oridep
and the provection of 1ife pud proporty
when Alaska knew gelthor Taw nop
forum, are an interesting SLudy and el
how deeply the spirvit and genius of

populiwr government are implanted in
the character of the Amervican |.:.vr)!rft3,
A full-fledged city Fovernment was in
operation at Sitka Jor several years,
the records of which ave still presorved
in the achieves of the twwn, 1ls sole
basis was the consent of the mujority,
and, while one can scarcely repress a

smile at the idea of city ordinances pre-

faced by the usual high-sounding form- |
ula “The Mayor and Common Council|
of the City of Sitka ordain' in a coun-,
try where there was neither the com-

mon nor statutory law, it is none the

less true that this government not only

maintained peace and order, but under

its auspices many publi¢ improvements

were carried forward.

During the gold excitement in the
Cassiar country, up the Stickeen river,
inthe last of the seventies, Wrangel,
being the base of supplies and the
starting point from the tide water for
hundreds of outgoing and incoming
miners, felt the need of government.
A public meeting was called and a com-

mitlee, vested with legislative, execu-

tive and judicial authority, was ap-
pointed, and order soon came oul of
chaos,

Skagway followed in the footsteps of
Sitka, and organized a full municipal
government, resting alone on “the will

{of the majority. City affa’rs at Juneau
vere placed under the general control|
of & board of commissioners elected by
the people, and having general charge
of fire protection, sanitary sffaits, and




providing for ways and means in these
' matters.

Upon the footsteps of the gold dis-
covery at Juneau, came the *“Miners’
Code,” the outgrowth of conditions and
necessities in-the-early days of Cali-
fornia, and which has not only been
thence transplanted into every mining
country and camp on the continent, but
has, in later years received the ap-
proval of the supreme court of the
United States, so far as it relates to
property rights, whereby a new and
entirely original branch of law has
been engrafted upon our American
jurisprudence. Miners’ government is
a democracy pure and simple. All the
laws and regulations are promulgated
at a public meeting, called for that
purpose, in which the will of the major-
ity is final. These regulations are in-
variably just, simple, short and pointed
and under their operation millions upon

millions of precious metals have been

taken from the bosom of the earth
along the states and territories of the
Pacific slope. Disputes as to property
rights are generally settled by a board
of arbitrators, but sometimes courts are
| ordained, and decisions in either case
savor more of equity than of law,
A custom, which has been transmitted
from camp to camp, is the calling of
meetings and summoning of courts by
[ the pounding of a huge steel triangle,
whose shrill reverberations can be
heard for miles around, and a saying
which has passed into a sort of miners’
maxim is, that when the triangle rings
nothing but justice will be dispensed,.

[n the miners’ camp crime meets
with speedy, severe and often condign
punishment, but the forms of the law
are always observed. A court is con-
vened, a judge presides, a jury is im-
paneled, a prosecuting attorney is ap-
pointed, counsel awarded the accused,
'usually the ablest in the camp and
testimony _is taken. Though these
courts are impromptu, they seldom fail
to reach the truth'of the matter under
investigations, and hence their judg-
ments are usually final. Sometimes at
the dictates of merey, or in the interest
of falr play, appeals are taken to the
miners' meeting, the court of last
resort, whose judgment invariably
[ meets with speedy execution, ‘where-
“:pun the eonstituént element of the
government lii.-li[n‘l‘.‘il*, one o his clai m,

another to his merchandise. Undep

|
|
|
[

|
this miners’ code ;I;Ind local rules and
regulations, irmu February, 1881, to
November, 1884, when snch civil gov-
ernment as is provided by the act of
May 17th, 1884, known as the Organie
act, went into operation, the towns and
mining camps of Alaska were among
the most peaceable, orderly and best
governed communities on the Pacilic
coast, and there is not a city in the
United States where life and property
! ave more seeure than they have been
lin Juneau and Skagway under their
irvspr.--.-t.im improvised municipal gov-
ernments, sensational newspaper stories
to the contrary notwithstanding.
This Organic act Is a statutory ano-
'mally—a sort of legislutive fungus,
| having neither precedent nor parallel
in the history of American legislation.
[t provides an executive and a judiciary,
but no legislature. As there were
neither laws to execute nor a power
to enact laws, the executive office was
simply an empty name. The gap re-
resulting from the absence of a legisla-
ture, was attempted to be filled by a
declaration that “‘the laws of the state
of Oregon, so far as the same are ap-
plicable and not in conflict with the
[ laws of the United states and the Or-
| ganie act' shall be the law of Alaska.
It requires no legal acumen to per-
ceive at a glance that the jurisprudence
thus created can be little else than a
distortion and a deformity, transmit-
ting to the people for whom it was de-
vised, a law entailed from its birth
with inherent ambiguity and confusion.
The judiciary provided is the sole re-
deeming festure of the act, and prac-
tically constitutes the government of
the territory.
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On Sunday last at 6 pm at hm-i

residenee in Cathedral Square,
Mrs Anna A Kostrometinoff, aged
77 years. The funeral took place
after the noon liturgy at the

cathedral on Tuesday.
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CARD OF THANKS.

My family and I desire thiuthe .
medium of the ALASKAN to ex-
press our heartfelt gratitude to |
all those kind friends who showed

sympathy for us in our late be-

reavement especially to the mem-

o ——

bers of the St Nicholas Society
who displayed untiring efforts to
aleviate our deep distress and sor-
row.

GEO. KOSTROMETINOFF.,
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George Kostrometindff, who {& shown on the left, received the handsome goblet, seen on the right, from Nlcho-
1as I1. of Russiaithe presentation being made at Sitka by Bishop Innocest, of the Russlan Church, who is pictured

"Goblet is fine
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The Times Bpecinl Service,
SITK‘\. Alasks, Friday, TFeb. 8.—

In recoguition of his long services

to the Russian cathedral In Sltka,
George Kostrpmetinoff has recelved a
token of sppreciation from Nicholas TI.,
Czar of &l the Ruasians. As he Is an
American eltizen, "the 'glft is repgarided
88 an unusual honor. Kostrometinoff
has recelved direct from his ilmperial
majesty d mnassive silver goblet bear-
ing the 'royal agmis, tha double-headed
eagle of Ruasialy'

Kostirometinoff | has been warden of
the histoplq® shurch fbr over twenty
¥eATE A {3 management it has
baen o A ia ‘state of Indebted-
niesa and pu wREdllent Anancial foot-
ing. T
The Right R&-f{nnncnnt. bishop of
o Pum churehies of the Paoific
Coast, |w struckiby  the fdellty
duty exhibited by Kostrometinoff and
oalled the {zar's attention to It with
the reécommendation ‘that the govern-
ment eend him some token of 1ts ap-
:nracistlon.

Lotter FProm Ambassador.

A short time' ®go a package was re-
icalved  from ths' Russian embassy nt
| Washington, apd accompanying it was
a letter from Baron Hosen, the Russian
| ambassador to ithe Tinited BStates,
Bishop Innocent, which rend:

“Your Eminenca:

\ .%The imperial foreign office sendr me
ia sillver goblet hearing a

o

‘of tha state emblem, which with the
great mercies of the Czar you will
to the cltigen of the

iplaue present
Tnited Btates, Mr. George Kostrometin-
ff, wariden of the Eitka cathedral and
W resident of Sitka, Alaska.

"Respectfully sollciting vour lord-

to |

raproduction,

ehip's blessings and prayers, T heg to
remain, very respectfully,
“ROSEN."

| The goblet is a magnificent spoecimen
of the sllversmith's art It is very
massive and is covered wlith Intrieats

and beauntiful

$300,

| engraving. Its value s
Presented With Ceremony.

On January 7, the orthodoxt Russian
Cliristmas Day, according to the Jullan
calendar, was duly celebrafed at the

\"a:!uwlmi of S§t, Michael, the service

[ commencing  wi the Hiurgy, conduct-

ed by Hisz Eminenca Right Reév. Inno-
cent, Russlan blshop of Alaska, assist-
ed by Rev. Father Andrew and Father

Archdeacon Anthony The robes and
v worn on the occaslon by hi2 emi-
Wwore presented to him by his
in) majesty, the Czar of all the
I8, previous (o his departure for

Alaxka,

At the termination of the lltirgy the
bishop rame from the 'samctu baar-
in the cross, and. Kostrometinoff

stepped forwar to the altar, whilst twao
of the acolytes brought the roval pres-
ent ‘on a‘tray. Hig eminence then pre-
sented the gift, accompanying the pre-
sentatlon with a speech, which was, in
part, as follows

“Homorable Mr. «Kostrometinofr:

FThe Russian people have an excel-
lanit qiroverb which wpon oceasions of

this Kind ia called to our mind, It Is
88 follows; ‘A prayer to God and a
sdevice 1o the Czar Is never lost., With
LheXo wwords it 1s evident that the Rus-
Blan people in the fAirst place have n
fiem fulth in God, who always hears the
prayers of Hig servants, and in rdue
time grante all the needd of the faith-
ful. And in the second plade, it shows

that they belleve In the orthodox White
Czary, an . ano!nted soversign who re-
WArds avery good deed Instantly, as
L-socn as It comes to his Kngwledge,

]

| tatiom far and wide wheroven the Kogh

| or thelr name spoken, and thesEince

“I¢ 14 afso true tnat the
peopla  have another proverb
warns them that ‘To God It is
high and to the Czar it Is very far
However high the throne of God an
the distance of the abode of the Czall
by no meanz ghves an anxiety to the
earnest people who know how to prog

ver

and tn patiently perform the duties IDI, |

trusted to them. of
Pamily Wame Enown Afar,

“I do not dare to touch. the shiddeh

vell of vour soul in order that T might

gea! for what you are praying 1o the

That wou alone know. However, it in
&vident to all thal you are. not forgotl
#n by the generosity of the !-!am‘nuli
ather and that your prayer to Gos
15 not lost:. that your sympathetie dis
position and that your Christiangmod
est and plous famiy have created T

vou .In _your decres an estimabla repis

trometinof Camily have  heen ‘kKrno
love of 811 who but once In thelr 1|
had. met you 2 ]
“Your nama s especially dear tn !Iq
church under whose CADNPY WwWe ara
this moment, which for more than mv'ﬂ
score of years You have guarded, 1|
leraly speaking, like your own eve, aj
with wour lahors and care It does e
fael the feehleness naturally appeari)
in Its old asge of {ts respectabla
firmity; on the contrary, from’ year
e —

year. It embellishes more and mare a1 |
enriglies in Its materlal means and s |
il.u\l_r,ﬂé more and more publicity ay
Same, end with It your pame |8 snursal)
Ing-All. over world es |

the a gunrdlan

1 of ' thla ramarkable monument of the
| Russian orthodox 1ife in this coun-
try

BAEYS ~=S=a e

J

| Tord and how He answers your prayers, |
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the orthodox White Russian Czar., and

| through the repart of his minister of

| forelgn afMairs to our great Joy he has |} nhHSKn SERRCHL‘IGHT
conslderad it entirely justifinble to ex-
press his imperinl majesty’'s apprecia-
jtion and he his ordered te be forwoard-
ed and be dellvered to you thigprecious
goblet decorated with the emblems of
tha "Russian empire and with your
.Inl:l-n-.

“This 1s such a gift as would be a
| grent e and rarity. . even to' the
closest Hussian subjegt, bhut vou canl re-
celve {1t with the full consclousness || T. R. NEEDHAM, - . - . Ossosiate Editon,
tiiat it fm well merited) by you. Let, ||
| thérefors, this royval present he known
a8 a4 decree of reward to you for all Addvazs all
tligse cares, sacrifices: and labors which e
sai have added to the hlstory and life =
'g this holy e&dl ﬂceh“lml lat this ﬂl:u1

own to wyour children, your [ INEATT ALAQK y ! ool oo
I'#eendants and to all as o preof of the JUNEAU, ALASKA, MONDAY, MAY, 20 1805.
ltruth that although it is guite ‘far to
the Czar] it 18 nevertheless, like a
Iprayer to God, a service to the Czar is E "
mever lost.” A
i Baranofi’s BArmor Found

I'he student of Alaskan historv often finds it impossible to de-
tect fact from fancy in the curious interweaving of the twowhich

||| THE SEATTLE DAILY TIMES. FRIDAY EVENING, FEB. 8, 1907, -
P S— - —_ - ———
| J oo — = E — — ——— =g
{HT y T Ofht Wever Yorgets. “ J
q bt por SRR oiktniy Seeatao 1 |

Entered at the Juneau postoft T 155 matte

PUBLISHED WEEKLY BY

H. 0. SYLVESTER, - - Editor and Proprietor,
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orrespondence to THE ALASKA SEARCHLIGHT

: has come down to usas the story of the early settlement of Alaska.
- — ' Much which was formerly believed to be legendary is constantly

: . emerging from the misty realms of the half known into the full

. . \_ f
ﬁhc "‘-3\' i ﬂ S ]& “a n. light of actual fact, Head and shoulders above the men of other
s ! days stands out the striking character of Alexander Baranof. His
ESTABLISHED' 188! p X o ! £

dauntless courage and indomitable energy made the settlement of

Alaska by the Russians possible. In spite of the cunning of the

PUBIISILER, WEEREY ‘BY : bold and cruel Kaloshi he founded and maintained his settlements

THE ALASKAN PUBLISHING CO among them and forced from them respect and obedience, He suf-
RS =Y, A fered no injury to go unavenged, no insult to pass unnoticed. With

FME ALASKAN BLOOK, SITHA. but a handful of men he invaded their villages where hundreds of
CHAUNCEY D. SHAW .'|"n|:-kll '\\':!I.f'i_rrrr- :.|\\'.'|il_mll his coming. Time and .1_'..{.'.1.:!: thev tried
Ll Aa UL a0 Rk J in vain to kill him until at last they looked upon him as a great
Fditor and Munager. shaman or conjurer and sought his friendship. It was said that

. . weapons refused ts penetrate his body and it has always been sup-

SATURDAY, JAN. 5, 1901. posed that he must have worn a suit of armor underneath his
e e t clothing. Sewveral vears ago George Kostrometinoff, court inter-

e preter, determined to find out the truth of these statements. At

Colonel Kostrometinoff’ is first his inquiries of the Indians met no reply but eventually he
Hi;_{ll!_\' Honored picked up a word here, another L"IJ"!'L': W !mh [.‘:'r-\'r\I to him that

! the story was true and the armor still in existence somewhere

The lust mail boiat has  brogwhi among the Klingit tribes. Last fall he traced it to the Takous

and to his pleased surprise one of the chiefs promised to make him

us pleasant news. AS L present lor : i ]
: : a present of it. At that time it was securely hidden away in the

the first day IIII USSR G 1 U akou village and the chief promised to bring it to him this
the first day of the new  eenfury, | spring. The promise was sacredly kept and laet week Sah-ke-too
Colonel George 5. Kostrometinati, : brought Mr. Kostrometinoff a package neatly tied up in a piece of
for ris untiving and houerbie ser-! calico and gave it to him, On unwrapping it he found the tat-
viees, carviad on with such zeal for tered and rusted remnantsof a curiass or body armor made of
the zood of the Orthodox “JI!IJ'L'III small, strong links of steel interlocked. Ih'll_ it “.fj‘_; ¥ _r.t‘lé[.“f
- | great age there could be no doubt and the question of its identity
which have even hecome known inl § = : . sl
) | was clearlv proven by the statements of the chief in his presenta-
the far distaut elime, was presented, tion speech. ** Baranof,’” he said, **was a friend of the Kaloshi
on the 1st day. of Novowber 1900, and took one of their women to wife. She did not live long but
with a Koight's Cross of Bt I‘-.-u'.:-l,; bore him a daughter whom he fondly cherished. When in 1818

embelished with a l”-i““'." Crowi. | he was 'i'.:[‘]‘|.||.|‘.:*..l 1s governor of the colonies he took an affec-
i farewell of his native allies and amid much feasting and

We oxpress our coneratulations Lo
I = : :
presented the armor which he had worn constantly

the New Kunight. The reward is

: i for twentv-seven vears toa Nah-oosh-ketl, chief of the Sitkas.
well merited, and, and willserve as W hen about to die this chief according to the native laws of in-

phew lt-sah, chief of the Hootz-noo-oo
diffienlt voad which he so honestly tribe which inhabit the western shores of Admiralty island. After
the death of lt-sah, it passed to his nephew Stah-oon-ket a chief
of the Talous. From him to Sta-too-tin and then to mvyself who

an epcourugeinent to him  on  the heritance gave it to his ne

and firmly pursucs: for the preser.
vation of his strength for the conti-

having no direct heir return it to you as one of the descendants of

nuation of the good work to wlich : T peay ; s
2 . the great white chief. alkee and keep it in fond memory of him

he is so earnesily devoled, and, whom mv ancestors were proud to call friend.” Mr. Kostrometi-

finally, iu justification ol the most noff-prizes this relic very highly and will add it to his large and
desired principle the truimph of valuable collection of Alaskan curios.
the real God’s trath over the small = =

and envions people who only live I
—theevery day life, not striving for | Il
the publie services of the high and H

enlightened order. And so. Houn.
Kunight, we wish you a Happy New! .
Year, and good Iuek i |J




In the fall of 1860 his family,

e S T ! onsisting of Mrs Anna A Kos-
//" | BRIEF HISTORY OF MR KOS- oy ,
/ trometinoff and three children:

TROMETINOFF’'S FAMILY . n 3 F
| : e George, Nadja (now Mrs Guer- i
J' S Kostrometinoft came to Sit- . |
: 1etinofl” came to Sit tin) and Peter, returied to Sitka
ka from St. Petersbure. Russi . P TV :
L eters WU, Rus sla, where lll(',‘“ }”'-“l:‘ heen ]-‘.:1.;”}“‘__}_[' ¥
in 1849 as general agent of the:! . '
: ever since,
Russian-American Companv 2 P X 3 y .
wmericanCompany. He Peter S Kostrometinoft, the
twas marrried here at St Mich s ; LB .
d here at St. Mich eldest brother of J S Kostrometi-
! { hedral on the 4th das £ Tl g
| € Iclla M1OLLIC 901 GalV O B - 1 § A i Psr LT,
et ' ) noff., who came to America.sev-
(0. 5. ) Lo s Anna A Melovidoff 3 . . e
Anna A Melovidofi eral years before his youngest |
and an 1854 by the direction of ¢ |
\ R AT RO OB brother, was a commandant of

the comnipany moved his head- : : ' ine Cali

pan; e 1S head the Russian possessions: ineCali-
ot. Paul, Kodiak Is- fornia at Fort Russ and later was
land, that béidg at’ the.time one 4

a Russian eonsul in San Francisco.

3t 11 prtant stations of . tar
b umportant stations ol Bv the order of the Russian gov=|

| [ & ) 11yl \ Wwas I\" 109 - j I\ A I
the pany. It was the head ernment he sold to MrJohn A} i

anarters for the s 108 for « : o ? |
quarters for the supplieg for all Qutter. on December 13th, 1841,

the sub-stations it Kodiak dis- all the property of the Russian-
briot ad R G IRRE [ vt o ehaa v -
Liict, and where furs (principally American Company at Fort Russ |

soa-0tters ) - -1 o ¢ 1 . )
sea-otters) were brought and and Bodega, Cal., for $30,000,

4~ 1 1 £
stored 1or

ipment to Okhotsk, The transaction was' witnessed

Eastern Siberia, and thence over ' 5
rn Siberia, and thence over- by Vioget and Jacob Leese and !

land on the caravans St. Peters- 1 i
% caravans to St. Peters- | was approved by Alvorado and

burg. Aside from being an agent Valleio. f
of the Russian-American Com- |
pany, Mr Kostrometinoff wasalso
agent for the. American Ice Com- | i
pany of San Franeisco, who used

s 3 to cut and ship'ice to that city on

satling vessels from Wood Island Sy

near Kodiak, where the company

nad large warehouses for storine
the1ce, a wharf and other bu
no

“ It was in the winter of 1859

when a ship came from San Fran-

¢isco to ' Wood Island for a carco

A
\ of ice and after being moored to
he wharf a gang-plank was put
out which was covered with ice
d and Mr Kostrometinoff started to

go on board. When about the
A middle he slipped and fell be-
tween the wharf and ship; the
tide being low he fell quite a dis-

. tance and died a few hours after-

wards and was buried at St. Paul

Kodiak Island.
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! Mrs. Anna Kastwwometinoff, for
i many years i resident of Sitka, died

| : e AT SITKA|

; at he ¢ in that place e 10t . B i
5 :“' hierhome in.$hat placs on ” '_ 20nh Word was received on the lwm';;‘..!.
. inst. She was the mother of George f the death of Mad K
[ 3 : y y o Mads ! g ostro-
! Kastrometinoff, who for nearly 20 ol the death of Madam Anna Kostro-|
: vears subsequent to the establishment mettinoff at Sitka last Sunday. The
= 2 of civil government  in  Alaska, Swas deceasad was an Alanka ploneer in the
= offizial interpreter for the court and | fullast sense of the word. She ecame
i dvil otficials, and who is now enpgag- ] g
i ctvil ofticizls 0 7 "Dens | trom Russia long before nited States
| ed in business at Sitka. Murs. Kastro- e i .
A ¢ . . ) 308 gettled & vodiak
& | metinoff came to Alaska from Russia took- possession and settled at Kodiak.
1,’ { long befors the transfer of thecountey | Later she®and her husband located at
i to the United States, her Imslmnd{ ISit[-&a where she has sinee resided. Mr.
) - ! being & . prominent and trusteds l Kostrometinoff was accidental Iy drown- !
| emplore of the old Russian-Americang | ; : - B
. 3 i | ad from a fishing schooner near Kod-|
company, Madam Kastrometinpl? ] =
1 . W 3 g | . C veard apn. Two =005, Georee
: was a dignified and stately figure in | piak-vigny years ago. Two sous,.Georg:
1 Sitka, and highly educated in l-hvi and Peter, and one daughter who fis
] - . |
; ; Russian Janguage, though she mnever! marvied and resides in Seattle, survive
j made any effort to acquire mueh the decensed.
i knowledge of the Jdinglishy Alllcm,‘,'| Mad Kokt 1 !
: i 0 e 4
5 thie poor OF her mm. o Fallc, khe | Madam Kostrometinoff was a

WaS aver an -“Ig'-l ‘Q-, inent figure in Sitka. Schooled accord- :

ing to the Russian custom amd an earn- |

i ome te  the est member of the Russian church, she|
& i MBel'lel preserved to a greater degree than |
: F “fon . whom | a B el
i’ e any other resident of the former capi-
& tal the formality of the Muscovite na-

tlu*‘l:m lves
G tion. She was beloved and respected

e ‘-._

i I‘\Lm- veam :
respect and es
pleasure of her

by a circle of frienis and relatives that |
oxtended far beyond the conf |
Alaska. She was about 78 yvears u(}
| age. :

|
|
|
TIMES OF APPANRENT SUNSET, BITKA, ALASKA, 1830-91,
| LATITUDIE 57° 03 min, N; LONGITUDE 185° 17 min. W.
|
| Month, Rises, Hets, Length of day.

Oetober S1st, 7 hours 45 minotes 4 hours 15 minutes 8 hours 30 minutes

7
November89th, 8 hours 41 minutes 8 hours 19 minutes 6 hours 88 minutes .

December 2ist, 9 hours 00 minutes 2 hoturs 00 minutes # hours 00 minuted
December 8lst, S hours 50 mivutes 3 hours 10 minutes 6 hotrs 20 minutes

| danuary 3lst, § hours 03 minutes 3 hours 52 minutes 7 hours 44 minutes
| Febranry 249thy 7 hours 4 minutes 4 hours 56 minutes 9 hours 52 minutes
Muareh 2204, 6 hiours 00 mwinutes 6 hours 00 minates 12 hours 00 minutes
.-:.'n'r-h B1st, 5 lours 26 mivutes 6 hours 34 minutes 13 hours 08 miftutes
April 30thy P hours 17 minutes 7 hours 43 minutes 15 hours 26 minates
[ Muy 21st, # boufs 19 miinutes 8 hours 41 minutes 17 hours 22 minutes
| June 21st, A Lhours 00 minutes Shours 00 minates 18 hours 00 minutes
June 80ih, 4 hours 05 minutes 8 hours 55 minutes 17 hours 50 minutes
| July 31st, 3 hours 4 miputes 8 hours 16 minutes 16 hours 32 minutes
| Auzust 31 'I‘ b hours 58 minutes 7 hours 02 minutes 14 hours 04 minutes
Septenther 220d, 6 howrs 00 minutes 6 hours 00 minutes 12 hours 00 minutes

September SUth, 6 hours 25 minutes 5 hours 87 minutes 131 hours 14 minutes

\
|
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L Wising the Golden|

Cross on St Fhichael |
Cathedral, ¢

1

In the glint of a bright day, |
with the sun’s rays illuming lhef
ifair city, the Gelden Cross and!
Ball were placed on the pinn:?.v]u[
(of the steeple of St Michael ‘:11-!
\thedral fifty-eight years ago. |
i'{'uvmla}' last the same ceremony |
‘took place, with all the pomp and !
veneration as of yore. |
Thefirst Russizn church cnn-i
secated in Alaska was buili upon |
Jt!un. present site of Mon Lee’s|
{store extending eastward as far|
| as Frank Guertin’s, Today thel
Erapur. is marked by ?;omh'::Lmu.'?..Ir
one surmounting the grave of the|
{first priest who died in Alaska. |
{the other covering the remains|
of the daughter of Baron Wran-é
I_'.."t'“. first governor of the territory |
during the Russian i'e_s';;in*m.l|
These stones were of-an excep- |
.

tionally beautiful charaecter, ori- |
ginally being wrought of tho|
finest stone and exquisitely orna- |
{mented, but the ravages of time|

land hoodlums has destroyed all

g s : |
their splendor. The church was
built facing the east, for Lho‘
reason that the hard, rocky |

foundation seemed most suitable

as site. . The Ikonostass, the!

portion of this church in which|

: . i :
the Tkons were always Kept was
built from the wood of the ward

room of His Imperial Majesty’s

t warship, Neva, which was wreck-
1 {

iL on Cape Edgeombe many

| B 4 0
years ago, This has likewise

been destroyed, Bishop
innocent  Veniamenoff, first 1
| Russian bishop of Alaska,

lwas in charge at the time of the ;'
raising of the Gelden Cross and|
Ball. He eame to Sitka in 1840,
and aftera residence of nearly

ten years was called to Moscow

where he was created Metropo-
litan, the highest office in the
Russian Church. In the month

{of Novenber, about the same |
year, a terrible storm raged 'and|
the lightning striking the!
steeple, set it afire but no seriousl

damage was done, ‘

The present repairs to the|
steeple were finished last Satur-i
day under the supervision of Mp/
Geo Kostrometinoff who had fulI!
charge of the work. When first
started these repairs did not not
appear to be so extensive but|
after the boards were uncovered

the timbers" were found to be|.

I[.mri‘vct[;.' rotten necessitating

| their being replaced by new stout
and strong. . These timbers ar<;|
so put in place that one can be,‘
removed without disturbing Lhei
others. The length of time ch-‘
cupied in the labor was greater

than at first anticipated nwingJ
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MEN WHO ARE PROMOTING '
ALASKA’S EXPOSITION DISPLAY

v

1. George Kostrometinoff, Sitka, for Southwest.

2. E. P. Pond, Juneau, for Southeast.
3. J. €. McBride,

v v

Alnskn commissioner A.-Y.-F. expoaition.

RUSH WORK |
ALASKA

Offices in Junean and
Names Helpers

JUNEAU, Aug. 10.—(Special.)—The |
recent appointment of J. C. MaBride to"'
be Alaska commissloner At the Seattls
exposition has been the means of gat-
ting Alaskans. genuinely Interested in
the profect for a suitable exhibit next
Year, Mr. McBride i8 one of the best
known men in Southeastern Alaska, be-
Ing at the head of the C. W. Young
Company, In this city, and heavily in-
terested In a ecore of mines and Indus-
tries. His appolntment has met with
unqualified approval on every hand. In
conjunction with Mr. Farmer, the gov-
ernment agent, -Mr. McBride has opaned
offices’in this oity, which ars to be the
headquarters of ths work, and has he-
gun sending out lHterature and arrang-
Ing.to Interest mine owners and others
15 the matter of 4 sultabla axhiblt,

Mr. McBrida'last week announced the
eppointment of three assistants, J. I,
Underwood, of Nome, who will be in
charge of the work on Seward penin-
sula; George Kostrometinoff, of Sitka,
whose territory will cover Southwest
Alaska, In eluding the Aleutian islands,
and E. P. Pond, who will have charga
of the work of Southeastern Alaska.
The appointments are all excellent
ones. Mr. Kostrometinoff 1s one of the
oldest settlers of this portlon of the
country, and was a witness of the haul-
ing down of the Russian flag at Sitka
when the United States came into pos-
sesslon of Alaska. He has, perhaps,
the hardest territory to cover, bhut his
wide knowladge of the natives and tha
country will make him an invaluable
man, .

5. P. Pond Is a member of the firm
of Winter & Pond, photographers, and
during his fiftéeen vears’ residence in
Alaska has spent .the most of his time
prospecting and minng, and is thor-
oughly &equainted with the country.
He will be one of the most active of the
several assistants.

One assistant remalns to be chosen
yet, the one for the interlor.

1t is the “intention of Mr. McBride
and his assistants to collect one of the
most comprehensive exhibits possible,
and while especlal att on  will, of
course, be given to th ineral re-
sources, nothing will be 18Tt undone to
have every industry fully represented
The wonderful possibilities of Alaska
as an agricultural and cattle-ralsing
country will be exploited to the full.
The timber of the country, the fishing

“Industry, etc., will be prominently

brought to the front.

Robert A. Semple has been appointed
a speclal agert to visit Seward and
points east to gather a comprehensive
exhibit of woods and minerals,

_"_r_.___,_-_ -~ -l et |
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DAILY ALASKA DISPATCH
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JUNEAU, ALASKA,

NOVEMBER 30 1908
George Kostrometinoff, the well
known Sitka merchant and interpreter
who was appointed one of the agents
for the A. Y. P. Exposition, returned
from Unalaska on the Portland Satur-

day. Owing to extremely rough
weather at this time of the year, he
was unable to reach Attn or Atka
islands. Most all of the smaller towns
and villages were visited, the means ol
transportation being in open dories
propelled by natives: When Mr, Kos-
trometinoff landed at the towns and
villages the news of his ¢oming had
preceded him, All the Russians and
natives were pleased to meet him and
oTered assistancoe in every way. Mr.
Kostrometinoff has a great influoence
in the Russian church and its follow-
ers, and is perbhaps the only man avail-

able, who could veccomplish what he |

did, The natives were prepared;to
meet him and the result was that he
secured an exhibit comprising several
thousand of the most ancient and  his-
torical specimens ever collected in the
terri tory.

Awaiting advices as to where they
should be shipped, the largest part of
the collection was stored at Unalaskn
and Kodiak. Among the exhibils
which he brought to this city are the
following: A valuable oil pointing of
Emperor Alexander IT, who sold Alas-
ka to the United Stntes in 1367, This
painting was sent from Sitka to a Rus-
sian priest at Unalaska in 1856, A
parka made of squirrel and bird skins;
several paintings by Mrs, Shelikoft,
the wife of the manager of the Rus-
sian-American company, operating in
Alaska in 1720, This woman was the
first organizer of the Russian church
in Alaska, which was founded at Kod-
iak in 17493 a belt worn. by the first
Russian bishop in Unalagka, made in
1822 of solid silver and presented by

the Czar. There are nlso several med- |

nls presented by Emperor Nicholas IT
and one medal presented by her Im-
perial Majesty Catherine IT in 1783,
An original receipt issued by the Rus-
sain-Amerioan company to an Indian
chief at Unalaska for furs shipped to
Sitka in 1721, An urn fAlled with
ashes from the shower that startled
the natives in September of last year,
the stormi being reported to have
lasted for two hours. Interesting
feature of the collection are 500
photographs, and copEet hand -made
utensils and hundreds of church ex-
hibits and curios.

SEPTEMBER 5, 1908

EXHIBIT FOR
FAIR PLANNED

Agent Has Secured Building in
i Seward and Asks Cooper-
" ation of the Citizens.

Mr. Geo. Kostrometinoff, special
agent for the Alaska-Yukon-Pacific
| exposition is spending w few days in
town in the interests of that concern.
H. E. Ellsworth has been appointed to
take charge of the exhibitas collected
here. Mr, Lynch has kindly donated
the use of his building on Fourth ave-
nue, for placing the specimens until
ready for shipping. Anything in the
line of minerals, animals and vegeta-
bles, including specimens of wood and
various kinds of berries—in [act what-
ever Alaska produces is wanted. All
the citizens of Seward are invited to
take an interest in making Seward's
exhibit at the fair complete,

SEWARD, ALASKA, SATURDAY EVENI’N';],

!



—Aa—

B SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION

UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 7

bbb
Secretary, Smithsonian Institution

CHARD RATHBUN
Asslatant Seoretary, o charge of
T, 8. Natlonal Museum

WASHINGTON, D. ¢, May | , 1906,

Mr. George Kostrometinoff,

Sitka, Alaska.
Dear Sir:

In behalf of the National Museum I beg to acknowl-
edge the receipt of the body armor worn by Alexander Baranoff,
the first Russiap Governor of Alaska, and to reiterate tae
expression of my deep appreciation of your courtesy in pre-
genting this very interesting object to the United States

Government. The lithographic portrait of Governor Baranoff,

o~

which you so kindly sent with the armor, will be placed with
the latter. 1

|
Very respectfully yours, 1L

Assistant Secretary
in charge of National Museum, ;

(Accession 45931).




SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION

WasHIncTON D.C

¥arch 9 Q04
March Lf_ ,1906.,

!

Your letter of the third instant addressed to
the President of the United States has been referred to
the Smithsonian Institution, which is the legal deposi-
tory of Government collections, and in its behalf I beg
to assure you that the body armor which was worn by Al-
exander Baranoff, the first Russian Governor of Alaska,

and which you have offered to present to the United States

O

Govermment will constitute a most interesting accession
these collections,-which already embrace an instructive
series of armors from Alaska and the Pacific coast,-besides
forming a valuable comnecting link between the genuine ab-

original American armor, and the Russian type as represented
in the suilt worn by Governor Baranoff,

y of this remarkable suit of armor and

The histor
the manner in which it came into your possession, so enter-

tainingly described in your letter, will add much to its

i

ethnological interest,




In this connection I an glad to send you a mo-

nograph by a member of the Museum staff on the subject
of prehistoric armor. This baper contains illustrated
descriptions of the various kinds of armor fongerly worn
by trives inhabiting the coast from California around
into Asia, such as the ivory armor of the Eskimo, iron
armor, that worn by the Japanese, armor made from the
hides of large mammals, as well as from sticks or slats
woven together, etc,

The photographic reproduction from a lithograph

of Governor Baranoff, which you also kindly offer to send,

will furnish a very suitable accessory to place on exhibi-
tion with the armor,

Should the shipment not welgh more than fifty

¥

-
i

pounds, I will ask vou to he so good as to forward it by
express at the expense of the U, 8. ational Museum; but

if 1t exceeds that welight, I would beg vou to turn it over
g ] E LY

ficer in charge of Fort "William H. Seward" (the

nearest Army post to Sitka) for transmission to Washington,

In the meantime I will request the Quartermaster General
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ALASKAN 1SLAND 18
AUNTED

otchman' Lived on Chirikof

| Ten Days and His Hair Was
Snow-White When,He Was
Picked Up by Boat,

Little Strip of Land Was Used

yy Russia as Prisonfor Ex-
les and Spirits Won't Permit

n ship's
Corwin,

nd In_ Al
not only h

hard-headad
sg men of the North
ing. Outelde, the
rere howling and driv-
against the cabin win-
fto ¢l \ 1

4 ] £ '|i1 8
In “its davits
with an ear-

was startling.
nine the
e often
y 5 as
As the low mon-
wper recited In simpla
ique tale, the interest of his
5 most Intense,

in/ Alaskan wa-
of man white
1 ald. “Chir-
{ ‘group,
e Bpir-
d they
haant

i ‘beyond
mer Russi
nit po |
ly Inh

d other

3 Fh};-ptﬂ

1ifa =2 .
Heepord Weré Inhuman.
. of' thelr - keepers
on to bo worse than
shown by U criminkla

1 iles were there
a8  ther no incentive
irn. alive, the keeperfgicame (o
yme most horribly uniqué means

under

heavy ball andychfiin and
means of execution ‘was to
Again they pould cov-
head, and Instéad of suf-
n would slow-

On - still

hunger or thii

the pitiful shrieks and cries of

h from the dying men toztuted

yeeary alr. for miles araundi™ [Ehe

| legends of ¢ Indians from ghoks #a¥es
{ has been ssufficlent to InfussSin
! tiielr despendants’ blood an Jnstingti¥e

horror of the pldte, savages though theY

Y white men have

foot on the bleak Bhored Yof
but the quickls Have Mert
th shattered nerves and VOWiug

ad the temer-

} never to raturn hey bring skeletons
I of man with yn nod ball bound toithe
| le and wris Bon Other gua"lo_tﬂ!ls
| are to be found it with; the sxibs

| broken, every one a different gpot
| and others with the skull, forehead ar
| jaws crushed Into an indistinguisfable
mags. There are on evory hand 'If.r!-

cod 5T the tercible 'bratulify ofgthe
pors to the bhelpleps men in
Shebsi P S R

d
fandish ke
& .

" FREL .

J water,

1 moon’ se Ta) nto the
barren ecavitles of face and seemed

Y to Hlumine the death’s head” with  an

out of existence and
their maintepance 1o |
The men werd nlways

unholy ;1i
™

Graham

recnt@rEila. cub

moved by some
wother, o

L sufferings

‘gpbla wh

harrowing  legends
jsland were belpg dl
vears ago in 18
Island and a young Scotch-
Graham, I think was his
 had recently come North in
dventure, scoffed at the idea
1d _balpg haunted. Ha volun-
d @ week on th
I per would fur
It was only a fy

connected
15sed ona
Goss store

him sup-
days Iater

¥

he started for Chirikof on one of
flehing 1woners. . He was landed
and o cubin buflt for him, after

the schooner left for a
to call for hilm on the
ten days later they put
nd and as the long boat

western

. the young man was

all &pe to-

k. sed to return

d for raonal belong-
wwed so many Indications

nnl vhelming fright thnt
n the evid :
ulr. which had Surndd
ary white In the v
rew that they wer
r Waters: Later Grahom
to many startling facts
to his experiences a1 the
R A,
Ghostly Tramp of Feet.
told of dving In bed st nlehit and
y ghostly tramp of mans (
accompaniment of
atillness of the

= My awakened by

! from a deep =sle
tl sund. of blows as from
wid or body

of sod

il hords b an
time he occupled th
und of life, no«

¢t any dlsturt

would

i of the eartly, the clank
and the dull thud of blows,
man of more than! ordinary

the Arst night these sounds
Ilm hée threw opén the aikliln

and ran into tl open Lo soe Wit

d the  commot

Unseen Hand Swinge Door.
ng mersd throt
Heghting
againleny

it-In a
distance

B

Nerve

sland If ] |

Cutd -

locked ¢

ide his haven of safely,
though drewn by & powear stron than
his will, he turned his head toward the
pooliand raising a stick started forward
ne® though to strike the grinning skull.
He suddenly stiffened with arm In alr
to sea the skull slowly fads from view
a% it sunk down Into the dank and
slimy depths of the pool which wrinkled
and spagkled for & moment In the light
from abeye, Then the moon went undern |
Eair Turns Snow White. [
“In ths background he could muoke oufd
with striidning eyes ¥he dim outlines off)
angular prkeletons marching around andd
arounid 1ot piop ] :
g theYWHE,
near, tWisted their bony - frames az.«l
though "writhing in Intense torturesgi
wringing their hands and crackllng thetl
knuckles In & manner iimpossible to de-<d

oty

"‘A. 2
Anoliiey ELoUp uta

seribe.  From the ground he caught’y
glimpses of heads ‘with the neck
stratched, backward and dissppearing

{nto the poll where the remainder of the
body wiis Incarceraled. The - open
mouths gnd eye holes were sorewed Into
the most horrible s es as though the
of the victims had been se-

vera,

“The sdene was mord4 than human na-
ture could stand ..I,[N,;: with & moan, Gra-
ham sank forward fupncomscious, He re-
coverad. late t next duy, his face as
gray dgd 'wrinkled ns the sand on which
it resfed and his halr of an unchange-

From that time untll res-
nalned on his knees locked

at_ pleht, —p

o1

my

i

cued he
dn his ¢

a8 sighta with 1'

know |

what I have |

who have heen theare re- |—
ation in faect

v for Graham's tale, There

1

from what I

{sland and. from
more found
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8
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ate,

!
1
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£ |
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{sland 1s haunte
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seems o doubt but th
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It 1 barely possible they are
com-
']

s
@
afrald of antagonlziig the A. C.

P =

3 — ___ S—— . iy |
The Alaska Dally Recg.n [SATURDAY, NoVEMBER 31 souac
e
lH(ll GH ON KODIAC L‘\D THINGS | pany, -which, ({12 " = ——p
1 Emerson Hough has a most readable ; [hnr-_:llg]\':“ :'.'\J;IU- -:':1“.“. ¥ .uLlT-.] % l'J = 3 ‘ 13“"“49 of l-hll. S
| article In the currentdssue of Recrea- |, comes to a l_-nnp:'la when | .In:‘s:-- H:um]‘n’r\_\ g 11. 8. con-
! ) : ives. Thus 1 bought In gressman from: Beatile, who had been
If you want to gét to the ahsolute Kodlak a “proken samovar of an old hunting Lear on Uwvak'bay. For him
ond of the world, don't go to Dutch lady for the dollars, and &t onecel 1 sent, very happlly] since this was
Harbor or Siberi: t o was as¥giled by all three branches of a serious {f 1eft alone, 1 might
to Kodlialk, on Kadiak islt L e Kodia?; society, who made accusation have gotten thege clients into the pen-
in Aldska: That 18 the end of 'th "-'_0 efrauding the poor—although the itentiary for life, but as it was;, ""wa’
world. You can hear all the bear U_p"i lady herself rebelled violently at|cleared them. The lastl saw of them,
stories you like ther d other stories +he proposition of taking back her! they were taking ship In'a coastwise
also, In fact, you can hear three ver- BAmMOV for the three dollars. 1 schooner to go back to beach-washing,
sions of every story which comes up. bought another samovar at twenty-' not mut Iy sadder, but I trust, wiser
There are persons on Kadlak island five dollars, but not even this was men, This week I got a letter from
who have been there for fifteen ygars halled with approbation by the tri- gne of them, hy name Pete Petrovsky.
or §0.  Others have not. Sogiety is i systemn of Kodiak, It Talk ahoutl honor! You get honor:in
three-fold, belng made mp of the ju- there are twenty-five! the real wilderness. Peter, in his joy
diciary, the executive, and the com- | for sale over the A. C.|in going free, promised to send me a
mercial element The newly mads is' no use in other| souvenir He made good But I
| U'nited States commissioner at Kodlak BULLGES so ixngpent. " Buy _\'nur‘:l 3 U' » letter he wrots to me and ‘l'&
bears the name of Sllverman. He is '_1'"' F copper of the A.] its -11\*!r more than rlawyer's” fee !
an able and well-aducated gentleman, C. company, and Itowill treal .\""‘I n godds It t Judge Hum-
who does embroldery, ivory carving rily it cannot re | v8 was 13 well rewarded.
boat bullding and earpentering. Hi | althy, although iI] foregeing little incldent had
ean tell you where to go for bears. A ¥, 100 something western about it which
ekilful surgeon, there iz not 4 man s human nature, | de one's stay at Kodlak not wholly
woman or child left in Kodlak who jaland, 86 1 make no wsant. It & a quaint and curi-
has three hundred dollars and his ag to the prevalling »f the world, this little for-|
her or its vermiform appendix at this| None the lass it has| ¢ je-tracked town, which for
inte. because the worthy doctor has A L ations as applied to || the life of It cannot tell you whether |
allowed none such to escapes He ls.| "h'_', ) in town, Wwith no Botel | it is dan. Alént, or American. As
| or was, the coroner, llkewige notary | i?m no oog ull in after Him, since || th~ days of ‘49 were those of slendor
| publi¢ and attorney. He has married| 2€ it wet thereabaut, I lin California. so everything on Kadiak
| several couples, and carved one or Lwo hired to take me and my || {dstes back (o otter dpys
beautiful tombstones for others. 1.do RN miles down Kadlak |! - One of my n, Czaroff, a splendld
iot know @ more versatile or more| '° bear hunt. Then T had to send | grizziéd old brown hunter, In his time
amiable soul in all my acquaintance. my men overland to hire another to | Eiled twoghundred and eighty-six
Perhaps It was a little extreme ]'l"‘-—_{ get me out again, since the first| otterS. THat s to say, that, with his
him to enforce a nine o'clock curfew 2 had disappeared, under} own 1 he hag earned over a
hour as his first official act i m'—"} of Mr, Bowers, who, it seems, million dollars! Czarofi’s
to think of Alaska as an all-night irtering ship to Uncle Sam miuch bitten up by sea ot-
proposition, and do not like to g ind mygelf, a same time!  ‘When has hardly a good finger, =
hed at nine .0’clock myself, while It last my b 1 achooner -“'-‘““'-"‘f‘l e He ig a gentleman and .
is still Hight: but I bow to Silver: Ip, it had t passengers, with «nd he is my friend; but he
Not o the executive, as represe hom 1 assocla on democratic foot- || this friend of mine. He
hy Mr. Bowars, deputy United Stat ing for some time before T learned li." ¢ a brass wateh, carefully wrapped
marshal for some sixXteen years they pris on their way 3"r| 'n In many folds of seglskin- -which
does not belleve In curfews, M I'_ tried; bafore 8. ""mlniSS*I"'”*'r"l. ' .|i_. wonderingly h"m:ause. as he
Beeinstll dosk. 0 the oppdsite cor Sivermin gffiey. were chajkay With | . “him sleepi”—meaningdthat the
~n-.‘:' of this Human tri My, A a crime whoge only punighment under | wateh will not Tun. He Hiagialso the
| C. Goss, agent of the Al .| the Alaska codo ls imprisonment forjf postiest and most worthless nifle’T eger
| cial company Yankee ] M One of them was a good all|l saw, and he has o wile and several
peaks Russian, s a good, i ground wester wan; horn in my own || cnildren. and that ‘s aloul gt excdpt
soul, and #ells you grocerles [ St de i - T ‘ ir hens and a fractiongl bﬂﬂltm of
| cally at Seaftle prices—tha 1 Russian sailor; both hagl been heach- L CON vhich T thinlk e feeds "on
» white and not native ‘N.f:'c‘-'.'m_' TrE jaland, and had|| The rest hasSgone to the l
| 1 never discovered what ' they It Wolated n 0 motion of law || Y time or pnother. T sup- | |
| charge natives for things, but In th and order.  They were hoth scared, || nose. Ozaroff @fasaot care. T4 hlld! I
| zood old times a native pald twe nd they wanted n lawyer: "Now there || his cheerfulness “he might have my
| five dollars a six dollar suft WAS-R I nohody but ||f 1 rollgand welcome . l §
clothes, a hundred dollars for a brass the 17, 8, commissioner, who was the|| e =) l |
watch, two dollars and a f for court. W I lawyer? No, but once " \
| shoddy handkerohief; and so on up hnd reformed  long | t
| atthough I think the natlves are not | the ciroumstances, T s
;--,\:n‘-n!le-rj g0 much today I saw one as employ on the schooner deck ,
| native who gave a dollar and a half 1s counsel for th twa, and during
for teaspoonfyd of jmple alum ne ut salling 1 ever |
which had been prescribeéd for tuber hag ti o learn something at
| culosts, T know not by whom. It | LSS ide of the case, One of | ‘
| not necessary for traders to resort to s ading prosfeuting
| natives so long as there are tourists witn The deputy marshal was in |
| who will 'pay ten dollars for ajcopper B A5 anviet these fihen,
kettle worth one dellars; pay twenty M whom, under th v, he must prose-
dollars a tusk for walrus lvory, when 1L bt other servant of
twenty to forty cents a pound s about |8 the ! IKodiak We maflp, as 1
Il the right price, and pa> fifteen dollars § fancy, a son hat singular :1§l-tr---_::|.
for a cross fox, which is worth five to \”“” but fared glong not nuh.’s!‘pliyl
| tend dollars, The average tourlst pays i | 08t P ed  Kaln ! Chiniak
firteen dollars for an otter skin worth | ‘T-'-"m" ind other G and Aks rir.nr:l'
| uhout seven dollars, and elg rhteat Hol- in black and bLr ook
lars for & two dollars native basket < |
[all along the Alaskan coast [T ynu
go Into the native hutg to boy old
hina or samovars, things which date|
ack to days of the Russian occupaney |
—you find the natives very .n“HIiTH'! | : )
|
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| - THE MURDER,
V- - r
' ! I'he followine storv was :
. The Alw:slmf]cralhl : llowing story was told by
i - — aah “Some months avo myself.
. . _ Pl n_l.|.-|:|.:2:.\|::.\. ,_-.\ilirum'.. two Indians, a sqnaw and a bl
: y SYLVESTER & PREATOR, :\;.-r'v in a canoe making for Shakan.
4 . e met a white man in a slo
i Publishers and Proprietors. - min in a sloop.
v | He invited us on IIII;[;':l and ILVE IS |
| S e -5 X |
v i Eatered in the postoffice at =itk .\|11.-i&:l.| SOME. W I”h!‘l." After we had drank |
= us second cluss matter, he asked us to pilot him to Shakan.
: | — = The Indians agreed to pilot him
- SUBSCRIPTION RATES: : over, Belore we started | went |
3 :;.p‘:'--n'r‘. in advance, - ’-‘:I’*"_':i back to the canoe which was taken
Six Months, - - - ¥ : ST _ E
5 Three Months, - - 15 | in tow. The remainder of the party |
z Single Copies, - e ; -1”| stayed in the sloop. As we were
1 % S Pt =] starting for Shakan I heard Ka-
a :* Advertising rates furnished on :l!llnil!':lllnll,ll tinel J— Eo by S ik o vl
b | inch say: s is a good opportu-
;L Communications relative to Alaska re- | ity to get even oo the white man
2 eaived for publication but in no ease do the | for cansine the dea - - e |
e litors hold themselves 1'|~-[i|||l.~‘|‘.l[{' for the i - &) th of my ui I |
a ideas so expressed nor the manner of their who was arrested several years agzo
h expression. by Marshal Geo. Kostrometinoffand | .
" . |
li} : taken to Sitka, where he was tried | ‘
i Saturday, July 21, 1894, for killing a squaw and was sent to| ‘
| I
! : .
T Mo 2 S ¥l Murder, : : " | .
& L g the penitentiary for ten years, where Ta-tinch and the squaw were in ¥
w s - . -5 he died from econsumption.”  After| jail at Wranzel and when the squaw |
% . Fhe T0. 8. 8. Pinta left Sitka on ! ; | k : |
% Snnd he S8th inst. for Shal to il had got on the way the white| was qnestioned by  Interpreter!
Sanday the 8th inst. for Shakan to : - L Lh s .
a ! 3 ‘];‘ l|l ¢l X l\ il i ¢ man was rowing the sloop “in a| Geo. Kostrometinoff regarding the |
westigate the late killing of a : i : : ‘ - e
e j “i 4 e | ¥ I 2 5 standing position his back being | body of the white man she said it
hite man, known as Jenson, b ; :
" i ”_‘ = iz ’ 1 " turned toward the tiller, aasmot thrown overhoard as stated
is| Indians.  Governor Sheakley, Dis- SHETR T R T | Ty g o= SR Lt
; o Ila-koo vel-lee was steering the | Ly Ta-ah. but was secreted 1o the
a trict Atty. Livtton Taylor, Deputy A g $ ; a5
0 Marshal W 1 | Sveciul D © sloop. Ka-tineh took his gun and |lwoods on the island; that Tl koo
; Maisha allace and Special Depn- ; : |
t- SN 3 ,l I shot the white man throngh the | vellee shot him, but the shot not
ty Geo. Kostrometinoif were aboard : o A R fif ; : i .
o - R back. He fell dead. They immediate | proving fatal Ta-ah took an axe and
o La-ak (Indian) who was arrested| i S K SORES| T ; ) 20 : d
s ; : ; : Iy commenced to search his pockets |[struck  him twice on the head,
e lately for being implicated in thef * : < ATy T 2 q :
Te " S t | i 2 fik and found $70 in silver, pistol, gold || which act ended the man’s existence |
= affair, was taken also in order| . ! g | T & 1
d i “"I ,lf‘ II\ | " | : ring, silver wateh and ehain.  All || Matineh corroborated the squaw's |
. : » other  murderers. ! B ; =2
h 1"' 3¢ '_m”'\ % !f Nisied - 9 . |these were divides between us. I satement. District Attorney Tay-
18 The Pinta arvived at Point Ellis| ey 1N St . iy - ,
e Mond he 9t §. st 0 got. %25 in cash and a ring. Tla-| lor and Commissioner Kelly held a |
ay s Oth and staying there . : "
o Mon¢ ll.\l the Hth “‘1 l“('.‘! R 1 koo-yel dee got the wateh, ehain and | consultation and it was thought!
N SeVEer: 4 rounded Cape wis— || . ; : ! -
T = i : “Il.“l : m“. s B S| : . pistol and portion of the money.| best to leave the squaw at Wrangel |
| H (1] arriving at  Shakar : :
al ]"'“ thabnig Il_ - s S Kactineh kept the balance of the| o that she conld show the place of |
it Tuesday morning.  From the latter | 5 ) : : 4
kS I I‘l r o ik o plunder and whiskey. After wel| mupder and body on the island. |
¥ st woowentb to mngel« the : . 3 :
n e i landi IIlJ |‘ took all we wanted away from the || Ka-tinch was brought to Sitka with
. Y LSy ir € w »
hni RELLLE TR E'm’“’ i “'"‘, ‘!'” : sloop Ta tineh and Tla-koo-yel-lee || Ta-ah.
b- Marshal Wallace. Leaving Wran | : § } y = )
. made fast a heavy stone to a rope News eame up on the Topeka
ul gel at 10 p. m. they made Metlakat- : e . ] :
Al = : B2 and  putting it around his body || that the body had been found at the |
4 la on Thursday morning.  There - \ .

the Governor and party were kindly
received Robt.
superintendent of the episcopalian

by Rev. Dunean,
miss o 1. Appro b ad lresses were
delivered by Governor Sheakley.
District Aftorney Taylora: d Capt.

We

tied the rudder. set the sails and let

dropped him overboard. then
the sloop adrift.”

After the Pinta left Shakan she
went to the place where the marder
was committed, just off an island
three

miles from Shakan. A boat

place of murder on the island. A
corner’'s inguest was held and several
wounds were fonud on the head.
Prom this last information it wonld
wppear  that  Katineh and  the
-|111:|\\".-'!l-.-alilnnli_\ 1S correct. How

ever, all foar seem to he implicated !
in the deed and ave in jail to awaitd

. T. Burwell, The canneries al : : et B 2 y dictrighl
el s Bar 4 : was sent onb with Ensign Rust, two|[the O tober term of the  distriet
Metlakatla arve running in  good , : court.
: ! =g leputy marshals and the ndian v 2
shape there being a big run of fish I ah A R T — ~i
. " : LA ¢ latier sihowe e i
this season. They left Metlakatla

Thursday evening and arrived at a
place ealled Ketehekan. From there
to Kake village, near Hamnlton bay
and thenee to Chileoot and Hoonah

which latter place they left Monday

the body was thrown overboard.
I'hey dragged for several hours fur

the hody bat without suceess.

and arrvived home on Tuesday after

oo,
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STORY OF THE WHITE CZAR OF ALASKA, BOLD
AND TOWERING, WHO SWAYED RUSSIAN AMERICA
WITH HIS IRON HANDS AN HUNDRED YEARS AGO,
AS TOLD BY ELLA HIGGINSON, THE NOTED WASH-
INGTON AUTHORESS, IN HER NEW BOOK ON “THE
GREAT COUNTRY.” & & & & £ &£ & &£ & & & &
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N 1778 we find the first mentlon of
Grigor Ivanovich Shslikoff; but 1t
Was not until 1784 that hs sucoeed-

&1 in making the first parmanent Rus-
flan settlement in America, on Eodlak

" Island—forty-thres dark and strenuous

years nfter Vitus Behring saw Mount
Bt. Kllas rising out of the sea., BShallkof*
Wis second only to Baranoff In the early
history of Russlan Amerlca, and s
known as “the founder and futher of
Russlan colonida In America™

It tha far-sightad Shellkoft who
mgse:m ax-:l-l-!urriod o e ilea e &
mnooly of <the fur - “fh ftumsian
America’ under imperial ‘charter.

With the clesrness of viston which
dintingulahed his whols career, Shalikoft
gpolected Alexander Baranoff as his agent
In the territory lylng to the eastward
of Kodiak. In Voskressenski, or Sunday,
Harbor—now Resurrection Bay, on
which the fown of Seward I= situated—
Earanoff bullt in 1794 the first vesssl to
glide Into the waters of Northwestsrn
America—the Phoenix, :

It wan fn 1701 that Baranoff assumed
command of all the establishments on
the leiand of tha Bhalikofr Company
which, under Imperial patronage, had
slready secured a partlal monopoly of
the American fur trade,

A fort was established by Baranoff,
on what Is now Sitka Sound. This was
destroyed by patives; and In 1804 sn-
other fort was srected by Baranoff, near
the elte of the former one, which he
named Fort Archangel Michael. ' This
fort is the presaent Bitka.

Ws now come to the most fascinating
portion of the. history of Alaska. Not
even the wild and romantio days of gold
excltement in the Klondike can equal
HBaranoff's reign at Sitka for pletur-
esqugness and mysterlous charm. The
strength and personality of the msan
were such that today one who s famil-
!ar with .hle life mnd story, entaring
Sitky, will unconsciously fesl his pres-
ence; and will turn, with a sigh, to gaze
Upon the commanding helght whers once
his castla ptood.

To the gay and luxurious life, the al-
mogl, prodigal entertalnment of guesta
byl'Sitkans from thias time on to 1867,
every-treveller, from writers and naval
officers down to traders, has enthusi-
estioally testified, At the first signal
from a ship feellng its wav into the
dark harbor, a bright light flasheqa =
welcome mcross the water from the high
cupola on Baranoff's castls, and fires
flamed up on Signal Isiand to bescon
the way.

The officers were recelved as friends,
and sntertnined in s styla of almost
princely maghificence during their entire
Etay—tha only thing asked In return
belng' the capacity to eat Itke gluttons,
ravel llke rolsterers, and drink wuntil
they rolled helplesaly under the table:
and, In Baranoff’s estimation, these
wers smel]l retuma, Indeed, to ask of a

~ Baranoff had 1eft & wite and family

guest for his ungrudging and regal hos-

pitallty,

Visloris of thoe high revels and glit- |

tering hanqliets gf & hundred years ago
come glimmering down to us of today.
Beautiful, graclous and fascinating were
the Russlan ladles who llved there—if
we ara to belleve the stories of voy-
Rgors to the SBitka of Baranoff's and
Wrangell’s times. Baranoff's furniturs
wns of speclally fine workmanship and
excoeding wvalus; his lbrary was re-
markable, contalning works In nearly
nll European languages, and a ocollec-
tion of rare palntings—the latter haw.
ing been presentad to the company at
the time of its organization.

in Russla. He never spw them agaln,
mithough ha gent allowances to them
regularly. He was not bereft of woman's
eompanionship, however, and ws have
toles of revelry by nlght when Baranoff
alternately sang and toasted everybody,

from the Emperor down to the woman
upon his knee with whom he shared
overy sparkling glass, Ha had a beau-
tiful davghter by & natlve woman, and
of her e was exceadingly ecareful. A
roverness whom he surprised in the act
of drinking n plass of Hquor was struck
In eudden bllnd passion snd turned out
of the houss. ' The following day he sent
for her. apologized and relnstated her
with an inercased salary, warning her,
howaver, that his daughter must never
pee her drink' & drop, of liguor. When
in his gloomy and hopeless moods, this
daughter could instantly soothe and
chear him by playing upon the plano
a«nd slnging to him songs very different
from those sung at his drunken all-night
orgies,
That there was a yerx humen and
| tender side to Baranoff's nature cannot
be doubted by thoss making a careful
study of him tempestuous lifa. Hs was
deeply hurt and humillated by the In-
solent and supercillows treatment of
naval officers who conwidered him of in-
ferior position, notwithstanding the fact
that he was In supreme command of all
the Russlan territory in America. From
time to time the HEmperor conferred
honors upon him, and he was always
deeply appreciative; and It Is chronlclad
that when an messenger arrived with

the Intelligence that he had been ap-
pointed by the Emperor to ths ank |
of Colleglata Councillor, Baranoff, brokan
| by the troubles, hardshipg and humilig-"
tions of his stormy llfs, wasy suddenly
and completely overgome by Joy. He
burst Into tears and guve thanks to
God.

“I am a nobleman!* he exclaimed. *T
am the equal in position and the superior
in ability of these Insclent naval offi-
cers."

In 1813 Mr. W‘llﬁ*-@. Hunt, of the
Paclfic Fur Comp’?gn};i sziled from As- |

toria for Sitka on theiBeaver with sup- |
plles for the Russiafi®. By that tims |
Baranoff had risen ta'the title end pomp |
of governor, and was 'living in spiendid |
style befitting his position and his tri- |
umph over tha petty officers. whose |
names ars now insignificant in Russian
history.

Mr, Hunt found this hyperborean wvat-
aran ensconced in a fort which crestad
the whols of a high, rocky promontory.
It mounted one hun guns, large and
small, and was Im able to Indlan
attack unalded by -aptillery. Here the
| oid governor lorded It over sixty Rus-
slans, who formed the corps of the trad-
Ing establishment, hesides an indefinite
number of Indian hunters of the Ko-
diak tribe, who wers contlnually coming
land going, or lounging and loitering
about the fort llke so many hounds
round a sportsman'd Jhunting quarters.
Though a loose Iiver among his guests,
the governor was a strict disciplinarian
among his men, keeping them in perfect
subjection and having weven guards on

duty night and day. il

|
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Besldes those Immediats serfs and de-
pendents just mentioned, the old Rus-
| slan potentata exerted & considerable
EWAY over a numerous and {rregular
class of maritime traders, who looked to

C 7/ La enough to nppr:;:lato them. i ’l 7

With ail his drinking and prodigal
hospitality, Baranoff always managed to

him for ald and munitions, and through
whom he may be said to have, In some
degree, extended his power along the

Wh-;d.

f

get his own heed clear enough for busi-
ness befora sobriety returned to any of
‘ hig guests, who were not so accustomad
to these wild and constant revels of

whole Northwest Coast. Thess were | — - their host's; so that he was never caught

Amerlcan captains of vessels engaged f:’! papping wtien it came to bargaining or

in a particular department of trade. One | _ U/fﬂ"j'fa {44 trading “His' own interests were ever

of the captalns would come, In & man- / : uppermost in his mind, which at such

ner, empty-handed, to New Archangel. L y times pave not the faintest Indication -
Hers his shlp would be furnished with _ ( (’;FQ_ of any befuddlement by drink or by I1i- /féﬁ
pbout fifty canoes and & hundred Ko- - 9 contiouspsss of other kinds,
|di&k hunters, end fitted out with pro- ﬂ For mare' than twenty years Baranoft | - b
viefons and everything necessary for ol ? maintained a princely and despotic sway é’j' —
]huntins the =ea otter on the coast of ™ ¢ over the Fusaian colonies. His own
California, where the Russilans had an- f' commandsswers the only ones to recelve | 507
other establishment. The ship would L] consideratignand it sacant attention é‘/s"."__._
| ply along the California Coast, from | 1 wns glven:'By bim to orders from the

place to place, dropping parties of otter | —r” directory itseif.. Complaints of hls rul- | s oo
hunters In their canoces, furnishing them / S 2 {_5 ings end practices seldom redched Tus- o =1
only with waler, and leaving them to de- | = sla, Tyrannltal, coarse, shrewd, power-

pend upon thelr own dexterity for = ful, domineering and of ebsolutely iron |/ 7
maintenance. When & sufficlent cargo 7, | will, all were forced to bow to his de- (¢

was coliected, she would gather up her sires, even men who cgonsidered them-

canoes and hunoters and refurn with them gelves his superlors. dn all sava sheer |= 7 &g
to Archangel., where the captaln would ; 2, | brute force of will and character, Cap- .
rendsr in the returns of his voyage and taln Krusenstern, a contemporary, In hils

recelve one-half of the skins as his 7 mccount of Baranoff, says: "“None but |7) - &/
shares, 'y U A

Over thess coasting captains the old /
governor exerted some sort of sway, v
but It was of a pecullar and character- ~—
istie kind; 1t was the tyranny of the P
table. They were obliged to foin in his ’
“proenles” or carousals and his heaviest e
drinking-bouts, Hls carousals were of
the wlidest and coarsest, his tempers
violent, hi® language =trong. "“Ha Ia
continually,” sald Mr. Hunt, "giving en-
tertainment by way of parade; and If .
you do not drink raw rum, and bolling
punch as strone as sulphur, he will in-
suit you as eoon as he gets drunk, which
{s wvery shortly after sitting down at
table.” i

A “temperance captain” who stood
fast to his faith and kept his sobriety
Inviolata might go elsewhere for a mar-
ket; he was not a man after the gov-
ernor's heart. Rarely, howevar, did any
captaln made of such unusual stuff
darken the doors of Baranofs high-ast
castia  The coasting captalns knew too
weall his humor and their own Interests,
They joined with either real or Well- « /C

.ﬂscted pleasure In his roistering ban- .
quets; they ate much and drank mores; ™ —
they sang thempselves hoarss and drank
themsalves untder ths tabla; ang It Ia
.ghronicled that never was Baranoff sat- —
fefled untll the last-named conditlon had
come to pass, The more tha guests that L
| Iay sprawling under the table, upon and Ko
over one another, the, more easlly were
trading arrangements<8ifacted with Bar- a
. mnoff later on. A
Mr. Hunt relates ths memorable warn- |
ing to all “finehers™;, wihch
shortly after his arrlval. A young Rus-
slan pnavil officer had recently been sent |
out by the Emperor 4o take command |
of one of the company's vessels. Tha |
governor Invited him to one of his} 1
‘“orosnlcs™ and plied him with fery po- B
tations. The young offlcer stoutly malin- F‘L‘
« &

v

A

tained his right to resist—which called
out all ths fury of ths old ruflian’s
temper, and he proceeded to make the
youth drink, whether he would or not
i As the guest began to feel the effact of ‘e r
the burning llquorse, hl§g own temper rose
to the occasion. He quarreled violently |-
with his almost royal host, and ex-
rpresmd his young opinlon of him in
the plainest langunge—if Russian lan- -

guage ever can be plalf For this rbuse | O €
of what Barancff consldered his mag- |
nificent hospltality, he was given seven- ¥ 4

ty-nine laslics when he was qu‘}te pober | Loteo

4} i
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4 gesperate battles with Indians, his peril-

vagabonds and adventurers ever entered
the company’'s services as Promishlen-
{ks;"—unsducated Russian traders,
whose Inferior vessels were constructed
usually of planks lashed to timbsrs and
calked with moss’ lhey galled by dead "{_. a&
reckoning, &nd wers' men controlled only
by animal 1n==timnr and passions;—"It
was thelr imnrlu.b‘le dgatiny to pass a
1ifa of wretchedness In  Americat™
“Few."” adds Krusenstern, “ever had the |
goad fortuns to touch Russian soil
again”

in the light of present American opin-
fon of the advantages and Joys of life
in Russia, this naive remark has e&n
almost grotesque humor, Like many of :
4 the brilllantly successful, but unscrupu- oy
| 1ous, men of the world, Baranoff seemed
to have been born under & lucky star
which ever led him on. Through all his

oug voyages by sea, and the plottings | , |
d of subordinates who hated him with & |~ —
helpless hate, hs came unharmed.
During his later years at Sitka, Bar-
anoff, welghed down by age, diseass and
the indescribable troubles of his long
and falthful service, asked frequently |/ -~ <o
| to be ralleved. These requests were Ig-
| nored, greatly to hls disappointment.
When, finally, in 1817, Hagemelster | I~
/| was sent out with Instructions to as- |
sume command In Baranoff's place, 1If
he desmed It pecessary, the orders wera
placed befors the old govermor so sud- |“
denly and so unexpectedly that hs was
completely proatrated. He was now fail- | 9 &7
ing in mind, as well as in body; and in | “ /
thls connection Bancroft adds unother
touch of ironieal humor, whether In-| /4§ /v
tentional or mccidental it is impossible | °
to determine. "Ona of his symptoms |
of approaching imbecility,” writes Ban- |7 7
| eroft, *being In his sudden attachment |~
to the church., He kept constantly about |
film the prlast who had established the
| first chureh at Sitka, and, urged by his
spiritual adviser, mada largs donations =
, for religlous purposes.” L'?

The effect of the unexpeoted announce-
ment is supposed to have shortened Bar-

| anoft's days. Lie Yanovsky, of the
| vessel which had bmught Hagemeilster, = o
/| was placed in chargs by the latter as his |
representative. Yahoveky fell in love
with Baranoff's daughter and married
| hér. It was, therefore, to his own son-
in-law that the old man governor at
| last gave up the scepter,
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| By strength of his unbreakable will
&lone he arose from a bed of illness and
painfully and sorrowfully arrapged all
the affalrs of his office, to the.smallest
and most Insignificant detall, preparatory

to the transfer to hi:

It was In January 1818, that Hage-
melster had made wn his appoint-
ment to the office of governor; it was
| not until September that Baranoff had
accomplished his diffionlt tasik =nd
turned over the office.

Thers was then, mnd thers ls today,
half way betwean the site of the castle
and Indlan River, a gray stones about'
thres fest high and having a flat, table-
like surface, It stands on the shora
beslda the hard, white road. The lovely
bay, met with a thousand isles, stretches
sperkling befora it; the blue waves
break nmustically along the curving
shingle; the wooded hills rise behind it;
the winds muymur among the tall trees,

The name of this stone s the "blar-
ney" stone. It was & favorite retreat
of Baranoff's and there, when he wasa
sunken in one of his lonaly or despond-
ent moods, he would sit for hours, star-
ing out over the water. What his
thoughts were at such times, only God

i and he knew-—for nmot even his beloved
| daughter dared to approach him when
oni of his lone moods was upon him.

11 was now In readiness for his de-
|pm'turt. but the o0ld man—he was now
seventy-two—had not anticipated that
the golng would be mso hard. Tha blus
waves came sparkling in from the outer
gea and broke on the ourving shingle
at his feet; the white and lavender
wings of see-birds floated, widespread,
upon the golden Septeinber alr; vessals
of the flest he hed bullt under the most
distressing difficulties and disadvantages

BUCoessor.

ley at anchor under the castle wherein
be had banqueted every visitor of any

distinction or poiltlou for so wmany
years, and the light from whosa proud
tower had gpulded =0 many WwWorn voy-
azers to safety at last; the yellow, red-
roofed buildings, the great ones built of
logs, the chapel, the significant blocks«
hougses—all aross out of the wilderness
befora his sorrowful eves, taking on
lines of bemuty he had never discovered
before.

From this hour Baranoff falled rape
| {dly from day to day. His time was
| apent In bildding farewell to the Rus.
| glans and natlves—to many of whom

he was sincersly attached—and to
places which had become endearsd to
| itm by long assoclation. He was fre-
| quently found in tears. Thoss who have
| seen falr Bitka rising out of the blue
and islanded sea before thelr raptured
eyea may be able to appreclats eand
sympathize with the old governor's emo-
tion as, on ths 27th of November, 181§,
he stood In the stern of the Kutusof
and watched the beloved city of his
creation fade lingeringly from hla view,
He was weeplng, siléntly and hopelessly,
as the old weep, when, at last, he turned
away. ¥
Baranoff never again saw Sfitika. Ia
March the Wutusof landed at Batavia,
where it remalned more than a month.
There he was very 1ll; and soon after
the vessal had ngain put to sea, ha dled,
like Behring, & sad and lonely death,
far from friends and hpme. On the 16th
of April, 1819, the waters of the Indian
recelved the body of Alexander
Baranoff, y
Notwithstanding fils many and serious
faults, or, possibly becauss of their ax-
fstence in s=o powerful a ch
combined as they were with such bril-
jlant talent and with so many admirable
and consclentious qua.lltias-—ﬁmnoﬂ re-
mains through all the years the most
fescinating figure in the hlsto
Pacifle Coast, None ls. s0 Wi worth
stu h"id cioa:i invest‘iis:ﬁlon' ':on:oll
su S8y an H
?::sr'tflha é}mrmmor s.n lone an‘g ha&utlf?;t
o sotting. There was no littleness, no
ggardliness, In his nature. *He never
knew what avarice was” wrote Khleb-
nikof, “and never hoarded riches. He
ald not wait until his death to make
provision for the living, but gave fr:ely
to all who hnd any claim upon him.
guch s the simple early history of
this remarkabls man. Not one known
descendant of his is living today. But
men llke Baranoff do not need

pcendants to perpetuate thelr names.

of the
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GEORGE KOSTROMETINOFF; SITKA

k|

: Mr., George Kostrometinoff, whose

£~ ¢/ __. bith birth day was poted a few days
ago;, when the people of Sitka showered

telegrams of cong ratulations and good

i will upon him here, has qualities that|

distinguish him and which, though
well known; itis well to recite every

! sooften. Inthe first place, 54 _years
of age ti:oush he be, he is a native of

Sitka—born right there iu that pretiy

litrle berg. He is, again, one of the

very ‘few living wilnesses to the trans-

fer of this big distriet from the domin-

ion of ihe czar to that of Uncle Sam—

1867, By reason of his birth before the

t~ansfer, it was a matter of choice

with him whether he should remain a

subject of the czar or accept American

¢ tiz oship at the time of the transfer

aud he chose Upcle Sam, He was

offered a consulship under the ezar but

aceeptance necessitated his renouncing

| allegiance to the United States and he

| deelived. But he held to the Russian

church to which he was bred and for 22

years has beeaa warden of St. Michael's

| at Sitka aod as such costodian of the

church property. A year sgo last

Christmas he received dlrect from the

czar & testimonial of appreciation of

this faithful st=wardship in the form of

g |Oving cup made of silver. Itvisa dis-
tinction uniqm;‘ Mr. K:strometinoff
has been In the goveroment service

frequently as loterpreter and sssuch
has traveled as far north as Point Bnr-]
row. The esteem in whiclk he is held
by his neighbors bas been testifled to
in the form of many remembrances at,
| his birth day.
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Beath of Mrs. Kashevaroif.

MOTHER OF "OUR FRITZ".

Diad--at her home in this City at
10,30 Friday morning, Oct, 26,1900, |
Mrs. Wm. Kashevaroff. Canse of|
denth apoplexy. The funeal will |/

he at the home of the deceased at

and nb the
Sanday

Bussian Chareh
Qet. 28, ali

9,30 1. nu.
ab 10,00 a, m,
family are

Iriendsof the invited to ]

atlend,

th 5 : [ SITKA, DISTRICT OF ALASKA
The Alask .1‘1______‘_‘_“___:_:#:_’_“”__ L

1903.

s SATURDAY, U("l{)} ER I7,
Ig AS snpt-riurlo [ the celebrated

Ba.ﬂ.g{ ij @& Chudoff
B DVDED.

New See to be

Monastery o f Moscow,

Father Tnnoeence holds a high and

very desirable ecclesiastical position

He lives rather luxurionsly in the

quaint Russian ecity. He has a

Created |

| handsome l'esldt.-:l(-e_.- a refinue,
lﬂ Sii:';ba | and a four-horse carriage for his i
1 personal use.  But the life of al.”
o] - grandee does not dppeal to him.
The diocese of thellireek ortho- | go loves his missionary work

-1 dox chureh in Nort#®¥America is to

among the Indians, ?—HExaminer

Katherine Hansen was haen | [0e divided into &y 0. The United His BEminence Bishop Innocencel
il SRtk Nov. 20, 1539, SO0 ’I-":'I.:tllr’.:i‘ Mexico :LII-.L the |f?i‘I‘i!nI’_\‘ | Veniaminoff, the . first Bussian
witer ber birth her parents removed |[(Jsouth to the Isthmus, is tocontinue :laislloll of Alaska, whose official

to Atka island and [ater to Kodiak,

where fhd most of ber givlhood days

were spent.  Miss Hansen veturned
to Sitka as a member of the

holdl of  Prinece Maskatofl,

d_umir_-':' the jorizdieion of i:iir;}m;:|

The
British

vesidence was in: Sitka, erected the
cathedral of 8t, Michael in
Calumbin dhlll 1848;}it was dedicated on the 28th

;\.ub’]i:!. is to be afsigned to th L| of November of the same year, he

L I ; h
Fikhon. nggihern  seetion, present

‘anada,

Governor  of  Alaska.  In 1568 Ruv. Innoeence o Putinsky of !' also bad the present Russian par- |
e e U S St Wm. Kasl R : {
A e ed. 1o m. Kash Moseow, who willibe created a| sonage. When the now appointed
evaroff and in after yesrs became ) ! : [l S 2h . A
/ , Fpw e i1, bishop by the Holy@Synod of the || bishop took the monastic vows he
the mother of eleven children adl |, - e # - f
bat two of whom she ontlivd. After| | (reek Church. was unmed after the first bishop uq
31 vears of life together she burried The Synod, which*is in. session |{ Alaska, Innocenee. Next yeanV
her husband and  has since  been|™in 8¢, Petersburg, has decided to}| will be celebrated the centeunary of’
vigg atithe old h.“.“w s h”',”_:"' \ divide the diocese at_the suggestion || the founding of the city of Sitka{l
remaining son "Eheodore. e ™ ¢ 1 |
4 2 3 [ Bisl Tikhon. who apreed tofl The first bishop succeeded to th
other living child i1s Mrs. Peter o iy H o agreed tofl I H
Kostrometinofl who residesin this |“come back to Ameriqa and resume | title of Metropolitan, (Cardinal,) ofs
city. his work if the terrifory was cur- t'l Moscow which is the Lighes
e e R s N, 5 . i
e\ g7 _ S q __ tailed to one-nalf ofithe continent. 2 b 1 :
daal X ! : y . ecelesiastical position in the Russo-
L1 #Fler (g The Synod has #heen fiven to &
g . = a 11&11 Greek chureh, and the present
/ - understand that it I3 e U] :1.!L;"I| | § g s
= £ /‘,, @J?t,q L bishop named after him it is to be
< of the Czar and the Lm\t:lulm-:ill . :
)74 / @ lof R t : lf,-imam-‘.:\- hoped that in the time to
/( : - o B - ., Qouncil o u~=-u I."'lf u-w' n as
e rtray Sy e v H (i I'ILUH,'[C he will rise to the same T‘lill\
- these powers  gived their ffcial
s S : 5 i | thus proving himself worthy of hH it
tee1a “+ ¢ sanction, the project will be putj| o |
_ . v | predicessor’s m..m.'.-\i-[l,t 7 |
: HE into effect. The cost ol the :_-}!:tu,l:-:[l e e el i
# L/ F [ ] ’ L= '
; ( {will be $50,000, with £16,000 a ' | o
(/) __ ~ 1 : SR IR ] -
el ] yedrTor AdUitioNA] SepenseET— 23
[+
It is i.'.‘-i[lf.‘l’-h'!l that the congseera- |

tion of Father Innocence as bishop

i\!.1” come nextg !||tlr1!.'1. before |

:“islujjj Tikhon sails for

Father Innocence is no stranger

[on this coast. Nine years ago he

|was ordained a monk at the loecal

enthedral by Bishop Nicholas, lli{..-

|
America. II
|

worle amowy

lil‘. i ‘
cathedral for a|

greal

|\vilh him, did a

| the Alaska Indians. Wils :11_4..'
the sacristan of the
When ealled baek to Russia, I

the work of

| year,

he was engaged in

urg:‘:nihlhg churches in the Eastern | {
Slates. - {
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&hc .El_-i;zkanaﬁ

An address delivered by His|
Eminence Bishop of
Alaska, upon his entrance to St
Miehael Cathedral at Sitka, Alaska,
May 4-17, 1904.

Lord, do thou blesx me!
Thus, blessed be the name of God!|

The long jomrney is at last ended,

Innocent,

and 1 have again entered under the
canopy ol this holy ehureh where,
ten years ago, the Lord adjudged]
me to be,

And now, as it was then, the ve- |
membrances of the past glide
through in a long file before me,
when over this very place the Rus- |
sian flag floated, the Russian lan-
guage was heard and this ehurch
was built by the prelate who, him-
soll, acled as carpenter and archi-
teet in the erection of this holy
adifice.

Half a cenbipy has already passed
since that time, and, of course,

many thiings have changed, some
for the better, some for worse,
Notwithstanding I desire to believe
that the good traditions of old are
still preserved and that the coven-
ant of the memorable Innocent,
apostle and first bishop of Alaska,
whose name I bear and, I trust,
worthily, is yet living in his in-
heritance. Lef this covenant Iive,!
let it strengthen, flonrish, spread
and never die. I have came here
ready to labor with you for its
growth and salvation, for the glory
of the holy chnrch and for the sal-
vation of onr souls,

Let us pray that the pmtectress;'
in this work of ours be the most |

Holy Virgin, the Queen of heaven |

and earth, whose marvelous image|
adorns this church, the leader, the |
holy archistrategus of the heavenly |
army—the Archangel Michael; the
ecompanion in arms, the great de-|
fender of the orthodox faith—-the|
holy orthodox pringe Alexander, |
and our heavenly representative,
St, John the Baptise, I

 We pray for the peace of the whole

Without the pike and sword we;
are armed solely with the vivifie
cross and evangelic word and we
come forward to stroggle with sin
and untruth and with violence and
spite. United with the Awmerican
people, possessing their friendship
and under the protection of the
laws of this counbry we are preach-
ing the true light of Christ to thosa
who are sitting in darkness, to those
who live on the ses and even fto
those who dwell in the land ot'i
eternal winter.l With lova in our |
hearts, obedient to the word of |
Christ we know of no enemy, but |

|
rather should we bless these who |
|

eurse us and be ever ready to pay
the evil—disposed with kindness,

world and the union of all people
in one Christian flock.

In all of these things may the
Lord be with us and may he help
us and comfort us, when we call

npou his Holy Name. AMEN




CThe Alaskan.

: JA\L'.LRY 1.3- I‘IOO

e e———

‘EARLY msmnv
 OF ALASKA.

Read Before the Historical
And _ Ethnological
 Sociefy.

By nm. M. D. MClelland.

(,II APTER ‘(

| .(PROH 1802 'TO 18{9 )

|
-'-'-‘I"ur mare  than t\m years the

!'muss:t_ﬂrﬁ sanentiongd in-the Jast
chapter, remained.nhavenged,butin
the fall of 1804 the Russains moved
foward to.the attack. Inthe mean-
time the:natives. had  built a: very |«
gtrong fortifieation &t the, mouth of
Indian river. This- . fortification
was ap-irregular- square,. with its
l':mgest_ gide facing the bay.. It
war constrneted of a:double tier of
huge logs, and mounted with: can-
non. On Oelober 1st, 1804, the
attack was made, the Russian ships
being prevented from approaching
near, by the wide shoalg: . Finding
‘the. fort invulnerahble to _eannon
balls, Baranoff landed a forece of
men with a few. cannoon,. and at-
tempted to carry tié fort by storm.
[ He was repulsed with a Joss of ten
killed apd. twenty:six wounded.
\'The assanlting force  would . have
'been annihilated buf for-the protec-
tion afforded. them: by a heavy fire
frons the E}I:ip. Next day, the ship
| having. secured .a shorter,.range
I:i_tidjuc;o.d the fort-to a heavy and
incessant. cannongde. . Near the
close of the day, the savages eame
{ to the ships, and” promising hosta-
ges entered iunte megetiations. for
p(;.luf For iwe . or three days,
mattérs dragged. ajopg,  the Rus-
&ias) anhmamng heir dtmmulq
by ‘an_ os.cusmnal qammumlmg of |
thefort. Far into ch night of the
sixth of October, a “fu'ci Lhﬂ.ntn_rns
wafted on the shﬂ air from_the

enf‘nupnluit uf the sa\uges, ex-
pressing their relief, as the inter-
preters said, that their lives were
no Tonger in peril. . But the chant
had other signiﬁc{nw At day-
light no sound was heard from the
shore, nor was any living creature
in ‘sight, save flocks of carrion
birds hovering around the fort.
The Kolosh had fled to the woods,
and within the stronghold lay the
dead ~bodies  of their children,
slaughtered, lest their cries should
betray the lurking places of the
fugitives. It was found that the
fort had been aban‘loned because
the natives were without ammuni-
tion to continue the defence. Many
jof the gonds and furs which the
nalives had cnptured at Old Sitka
were found within, the huuse

"The next day a.l'tés- the capture of
the fort a boat ' mauned by six
gailors . and a mldshlpman was
geit® ashure 1o sec ure a supply. of
freéti water. ‘-hnrtly after landing,
they were suddenly attacked by
the natives, and hg‘or-é assistance
couldberenderedw re killed. The
rmtwes nnmedmtel; tf]enaﬂer ran
intv'the woods beyoid safe pursuit,
The' bodies  of Lhese men were
Ibhwriéd on the sho L‘_ .L]dse .to the
bay, the place being marked after-
[ wards 'b) a wooden monument
cerécted by the order of Goyernor |
| Baranoff, Thelr burial place can:
still be seen on the beach hevoucl
Indian rl\'er ;

On the summit of the hill now
accupied by the Ag;it-ullnral build-
ing wag the dweelling of a native
chief, surrounded by a stockade.
[t took the Russians two days to
|eapture this dwelling, betause of
'the untnral s!rcngth of the position |

and the valient defense of the
occupants.

The native stockades and
dwellings having beén demolished
Baranoff’ began the construction of
a fort and dwellings on the site
now occupied by thé government
buildings.

In 1805, Rezanof, an officer of
the Emperor's body guard, and
principal sharehold" in the Rus-
sian American company, visited
‘the cdlonies. It wae intended that
|he ghould assume the duties of
Governor and chief manager, but
he declined the position upon
learning by actual experience the
difficulties to be encountered, and
the hardships tol' be undergone.




| Of his visit to St. Paul Island, he’
writes in his first official report:
“The multitude of seals in which
8t. Paul abounds is incredible.
The shores are covered with them.
The islands would be a source of
inexhaustiable wealth, if it were not
for the Bostonians, who undermine
our trade with China in furs.” He
further says, “I tak# the liberty as
a faithful subject of your Imperial
Majesty, of declaring my opinion
that it is necessary to take a strong-
er hold of this country. It is cer-
tain that we shall leave it empty
handed, since from fifteen to twenty
ships come here annually from
Boston to trade, The American
colonies can never be fully develop-
ed as long as bread;"the principal
staple of food, has to be shipped
from Okhotsk.”

Of his wvisit to Sitka, he says:
#“Qwing to the scarcity of buildings
the people are confined to very|
crowded quarters.  ¥The building
occupied by -the founder of the
settlement, Baranoff, is in the worst/
condition of eny. He ig'a wonder-
ful.man, looking. health
and comfort of His"subordinateés,
while exposing hirigelf fo every
hardship. Baranoff’s name is
spoken in terms of praise all over!
the country, even as fur along the,
coast as California. The Bos-|
tonians have a great deal of respect
for the old gentleman.”

Of the missionaries and their
labors, Rezanoff has little good to
report. He remarks thal their so
called convertions was merely a
name, and that the ceremony of
baptism has not affected their mor-
als or customs. !
It is interesting to compare his
official report, with the last official
report of the present Bostonian
| governor of the same region.
During the winter of 18067, the
Kolosh again assumed a threaten-
ing attitude, encouraged chiefly by
the absence of Baranoff. Under
pretex of herring . fishing, they as-
sembled on the islands of Norfolk
Sound, with more than four hun- |
|dred large war canoes, while the
number of warriors was estimated
to be not less than two thousand.
Deeds of violence were of daily
oceurrence. The Rassians were not
strong enough to attack the enciny,
or even sustain a seige, and Kuzkof
the commandant at the fort, resolv-

I
|
|
|

invited to the fort the most power-
ful chiefs, feasted them, flattered
them, plied them with rum, and by
a liberal distribution of presents
finally induced them to leave the
neighborhood. ~ But it was not
until 1810, when the sloop of war,

were relieved from thiv constant
fear of an attack from the Kolosh.

A ship-yard having been estab-
lished at Sitka, the first ship was
launched in 1807, IL was christen-
ed the Sitka.
vessels, His greatest

difficulty was the searcity of food
supplies, and the exhorbitant prices
he was compelled to pay for them.
Supplies were supposed to come

from Russia by way of Okhotsk
but supplies obtained in this was
cost more than those secured in
Boston.

Rezunoff on his return from
California, had urged on Baranoff
the importance of establishing on
the shores of New Albion a station
for hunting, trading and agricul-
tural purposes. but it was not until
1812 that a foothold was gained.
As a trading enterprise it yielded
meager results, and the agricultural
colony proved disusterous.

The remaining vears of Bara-
noff’'s administration have no
events of special interest to the
historian, but for him they were
years filled with cares and labors of
almost incredable weight, cares
and labors which he endured with
weakening body and mind. Allast
in 1818, he was ordered to transfer
his authority to his successor. Al-
though he had several times re-
quested to be relieved, it came at
last as an unexpected blow, Near-
ly forty years had elapsed since he
left his native land, and nearly
thirty since he had landed at Ko-
diak. To him was due more than
to all others the success of the
Ruseian colonies in America. Here
in these wintry solitudes he had
built towna and villages, construet-
ed ships, and thoroughly establish-
ed a lucrative trade. He hud
accomplished all this while paying

ed to try peaceful measures. He

—

Diana arrived, that the Russians|

From this time on |
|Baranoff was well supplied with
“sea going

regular dividends to shareholders.
Il
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EASTER SUNDAY.

The property at Sitka alone at his

retiremnent was estimated to be
worth two and a half million rou-
bles. A ship was dispatched with
two hundred thousand roubles’
worth of furs, while nine hundred
thousand roudles’ worth still re-
mained in the company’s ware-
houses, In all the complicated

successor failed to find a single
discrepancy.
he was a man of remarkable ability.
[  With serrow and humilitation,
Baranoff, now an old man of
seventy-two years, tore himself
away from the land he loved so
well.
1818, he embarked for Russia. But
the dauntless spirit was crushed,
the great heart was broken, and on
the 16th day of April 1819. he
breathed his last. On the .ollowing
day the funeral services were con.
ducted, and in the Strait of Sunda

the waters of ihe Indian Ocean |

cloged over the remains of Alexan-
Ider Baranoff,

accounts of this vast business; his |/

With all his faults|

On the 27th of November, |,
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That song born when thie Stone was rolled

From Deatli’s ¢old tt;ril[a, whiech eould not hold

FThe o ufh"(nl withinits foldrs

d s« y'f

happy

O

& anié

ry

M

loftel y

When
Her

W d ¥y

WHO IS IT?---GUESS.

She wears a dainty little hat
Without a flower upon it,
Whieh, nothwithstanding all of tHat,
Seems like an Easter bonnet.
It crowns a face most sweetly fair
Where roses seem to linger,
As if some fairy of the air
Had touched it with a finger
Dipped in the early flush of dawn
Upon some cloudless morning,
With other pearly tints of morn
Mixed for a flower’s adorning.
Her soft eyes twinkle like a 8tar
Her voiee is like a thrush’s ;
And all the artists near and far
Throw down their useless brushes
They eannot paint her beduty fine,
Nor catch the naive expression,
Which, like a messenger divine,
Demands Love's sweet confes&ion,
She trips along our ancient streets,
Bringing the sunlight with her;
And every tired heart she meets
Some benediction gives her.
The blosSoms of the summer timé

Are somehow brought much nearer ;

And even in our Northern clime
Our daily life seems dearer.

We turn to bless her as she goes,
And one can hardly think it !—

'
'he natives eall her “Snow white rose,"”
PI .

I'n harsh and guttural Thlidket !
Where'er she is she surely brings
With her a radiant luster,
As when the golden robin sings

Where sweet flowers grow in cluster

Oh ! in this sterile land she blooms;
A lovely rose trauslated
With memories of happy Junes :
And days with beauty freighted:
The natives and the people all
Would not have aught distress her;
Where'er her tiny feet may fall
They softly say, “God bless her !"
HENRY E. HAYDON.
Sitka, Alaska, Marech 28, 1801.
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| rived at Sitka on the forencon of Oc-

| Commissioner General Lovell N.

fubout 250 strong in full uniform, armed

| was formed under the direction on the

N T e e e

"| presént.  The formation of the grouad,

TRANSFER
OF ALASKA

A Short History When and
How It Was Done.

WITH ‘OLD GLORY

ur

Captain Pestchouroff and
Gen. L. N. Rosseau the
Officiating Parties.

The following |is a short history of
the formal transfer of the territory of
Alaska to the United States of America-

The formal transfer was made at
half past three o’clock, October 18th
1867, with appropriate ceremonies pre-
viously agreed upon by Captain Pest-
chouroff and General Lovell N, Rosseau,
commissioners of the part of Russia and
the United States respectively. Gen.
Jefl. C. Davis had been appointed to
the command of the military force of
occupation, and the expedition, consist-
ing of the United States ships Ossipee,
Jamestown and Resaca, with the com-
missioners on board, together with sev-
eral transports carrying about 250 sol-
diers and military supplies, sailed {from
San Francisco on the 27th of September,
and, touching at Victoria for coal, ar-
tober 18th 1867. The following is a
part of the report of the United States
Ros-
seay to Lthe seeretary of war: '

“The command of General Da.\rl‘.,

and handsomely equipped, were landed
about pne o'clock and mavched up 10
the top of the eminence on which stands
the governor's house, where the trans-
fer was to be made.
a company of Russian soldiers were
marched to the ground and ok their
place upon the left of the fagstaff, (rom
which the Russian lag was then float-
ing. The command of General Davis

At the same time

pight. The United States flag to be
raised on the occasion was incare of a
color guard, a lieutenant, a sergeant
and ten men of General Davis’
mand. The officers above named, as

com-

well as the olficers under
mand, the governor, Prince Maksoutoll
and his wifé, the Princess Maksoutof,

their com-

e P A ™

| double national salute;

4-#/4” /

tmget.hel- with many Russian and Amer |
ican Citizens, and some Indians, were

however, was such as to preclude anv

- -

cousiderable demonstratiow:

L —mSSm——
-,__._ - T

—- ‘

#It was arranged by Captain Pest-
chourofl and myself that, in firing the
salute on the exchange of flags the
1 United States should lead off, but that
there should be alternative guns from
the American and Russian batteries,
thns giving the flag of each nation the

salute being thus answered the moment

it’ was given. The troops being
promptly formed, were, at preciscly

Fhalf past three o'clock, brought toa
present arms, the signal was given to
the Ossipee (Lieutenant Crossman, ex-
ecutive officer of the ship, and for the
‘time in command), which was to fire
the salute, and the ceremony was be
gun by lowering the Russian flag. As

the battery of the Ossipee, with large

|| nine-inch gvns, led off in the salute,

pesl after peal crashing and re-échoing

battery, (a battery on the wharf),
alternately. But the ceremony was in-
terrupted by the catching of the Rus-
iun flag in the ropes attached to the
flagstaff. The soldier who was lower-
ing it continued to pull at it, and tore
off the border by which it was attached,

#aving the Rag entwined tightlyaround
the ropes. The flagstaff was a native
pine, perhaps 90 feetin height. In an
|instant the Russian soldiers, taking the

firing
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o e
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the national |

it began its descent down the flagstaff||

in the gorges and surrounding moun: |
|| tains, answered by the Russian water

éﬁ-{.‘.ﬂ"’?",ﬂ-

[; )

different shrowds attached to the fag-
siaff, attempted to ascend to the flag,

which having been

the ropes by the wind, remained tight|,

and fast,
as soldiers, they made rapid progress
but laboring hard they soon became tirved
and when half way up scarcely moved
at all, and finally came to a standstill |
There was a dilemna; and in a moment
a “boatswain’s ckair,"’
made by knotting a rope to make a loop

whipped around |:

At first, being satlors as well |

so called, was|'

for a wan to sit in and be pulled npward
and another Russian soldler was drawn
quickly up to the flag  On reaching it
he detached it from the ropes, and not
hearing the calls from Captain Pest-
choroufl below to bring it down, dropped
it below, and in its descent it fell on the
bayonets of the Russian soldiers.

“The United States Hag was then
properly attached and began its ascent,

hoisted by my private séeretary, George

|

Lovell Rossean, and again the salutes
were lived as before, the Russian wuth»1-|
battery leading off.
hoisted that in the instant it reached
its place, the report of the last big gun
of the Ossipee reverberated from the
mountains around. The salutes being
completed, Captain Pestchouroff stepped
up to me and said: ‘General Resseau,
by authority from His Majesty, the
Emperor of Russin, I transfer to the
United States the tervitory of Alaska,’
and in a few words I acknowledged the
acceptance of the transfer, and the

ceremony was at an end. Three chears

The fag was so|

were then spontaneously given for the|' °

United States flag by American
citizens present, although this was no
purt of the program, and on some uc-

counts I regrotted that it ocoured.”

the
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SITK A, DISTRICT OF ;;,tﬁs;x.ﬂ,
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SATURDAY, MARCH 8, 1902,

HISTORICAL RELICS OF AN
 ABORIGINAL RACE. \

The five t..:;:[_:o;;;ud tha war
canoe recently bronzht to Sitka

fromthe villngs it Kasann Bay on
Priuce of Wales [sland, loave just:

been  repaired and painted by
pative artists, with the aid and
under the direction of Jim, the |

pative jeweler, otherwise known ns
Klay nay-100, and the poles are
now being erectel in the govern—
ment park it Indiad River Point.
The poles and canoe were given
by San Haty chiel of the Hydah
tribe, to the Distriet of Alaska to
e preserved ab Sitkn as o historieal
aelies- Chief San Hat gave at the
lgame time, a complete log house,
| built by his his ancestors about GU
years ago, and of which the four
smaller totem poles form the inver
corner posts. 1t was fonnd impract-
jcable to remove the entirve honse at
this time, but later it will broughl
here and erected arounil the four
smaller totem poles now in place,
and when this is doné the large
war canoe will be placed inside.
The name San Hatmeans gouth-
was given oub of

|

east wind. It
revenge, because one of his
tors had his canoe wrecked on the
south end of Prince of Wales is-
land by a southeast storm.  The
|wind could not give @ monetavy
satisfaction for the this insult 80
they took his name to be revenged
The ground on which these poles
|are being erceted i8 historie, it be-
'Iing the site of an old fort erected
[during the Russian occupaucy of
the vountry by the Kake-Sutter
indians, which was the oviginal
tribe living here at Sitka.
The largest of the “fve
poles stands fully sixty ferl high
The other fo 1 ar: 0l SR E
| The war canot 18 furty-sevaen fuct
gix [act of beam
ove hdf feet

decp. 5%

Ances-

tolem

long, more than
| and aboat three el

|

| them an expectation of relief for the

l

The labor ol
poles and canoy from Kasaan,
transporting them o Sitka wnd
setting them in their places wa-
done by the crew of the reveuu:»
cutter Rush, under the direction of
her oficers, Great credit is due |
\hem for interest and efforts in th:
matter, as well a8 to Col. George
Kostrometnoi, who, with a gang
of prisoners from the jail assisted
in the excavations and erection ©
the totem poles. Withqut their aid
the task would have been arduous
and expensive, if nob impossible.

A large tablet will be eree ted
giving a short Kistory ‘of ths gift
and the name of the donor.

The public should b extramely
|careful not to matilatg or deface
{hese relics of an abofiginal race.
[n fature years, their historic value ’
will be great.

reajoving these

e il

JOHN G. BRADY

1t was late in life when the hand
of misfortune was laid heavily uponj
Jjohn G. Brady, for he is three score
years and ten. Seventy years of this’
world’'s battles usually carry with

balance of one's days, but guch is
not what the fickle goddess has made
for the unfortunate {ormer governor.
A ruined and broken old man, John
G. Brady, the vietim of a keen and
cultured scoundrel, has no complaint
to make for the treatment he has re-
ceived—no whimper about the losses
he has suffered. His first thought is
about the friends who, through faith
in him, have seen their savings swept
from them. All the world knows
that John Brady is honest. His fatal
error was in confiding absolately in
tne judgment and honesty of H. D.
Reynolds, by whom he was betrayed.
But since the whirling of this old
world began the story of betrayal
has been daily recorded, and the
case of John Brady is but like the
one of yesterday, tomorrow and those
that will come up until time shall be
no more. It is idle for newspapers
to maintain that Governor Brady
benefited by the failure at Valdez—
his all was with the rest. L

The fact that Governor Brady was
connected with a religious denomin-
ation in a prominent manner has
been the cause of much of the bit-
terness that has been expressed
against him. This is wrong.
man’s failures, shortcomings and
200d qualities should not be gauged
by the number of times he goes to
chureh, Nor gshould his standing be
rated according to the particular de-
nomination he adheres to.

The religion he followed was what
he learned to lisp at the knee of
some good womal and rthe misfor-
tunes he recently guffered were
brought about py confidence in a
false friend. Wherein, then, should
John G. Brady be blamed ?—BSkagway
Alagkan. o %
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BISHOP TIKHON'S SEE
EMBRACES A CONTINENT

4 e - e e a
BtsnG i T ; _.£=-v.=='=-r S
HON of the ; - - 1 ]
Greek Latholle

Churehy . for many
years kfigwn - in the
order ns '\he Blshup
of Alaskn,y and tws
weeks afp made
Blshop of\Nérth
America by the
Synod In St. Reterfs
burg, is busy jrefd=
justing his -t} to
his new responsibili-
ties. In a large mens-
ure this added hontr
{= but making an ofs
fletal record of whath
Bishop Tikhon ‘has’
been dolng for a long
time. While Alaska
was defined as his
territory, the Bishop
has been a misslon«
ary, and has created
the large diocese over
which he iz called to
preside. Herihas
gathered his people,
established misslon-
ary stations, and ens
couraged the bulld-
Ing of churches. : 3 £
There are three T ; S e | )
Greek churches = In :
New York ofty, and % ﬁW// i
a large and costly ), g g |
church Is in course of construction in Chicago.

The diocese of North America has now twenty-five parishes, and fifteen mis-
sions, and Is within the jurisdiction of the Russlan branch of theée Greek church,
from which it recelves financial ald,

San Francisco will be the see clty, and within the next few years a handsome
Orlental cathedral will be bullt herg. The locatlon has not been declded upon, but
it will be nearer the center of the clty than the present edifice. While there ls a
large (Greek colony 4n the northern part of the city, Russians and Slavs reside in
all sections, so the cathedral will be centrally located, It will not be commenced
until almost the entire amouni required for it has been ralsed, which may be a
few years distant. Bishop Tikhon has an able assistant in Rev., Father S8ebastian
Dabovich, who is a diocesan misslonary, appolnted by the Bishop, with the consent

of the Synod.
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CELEBRATION

SIXTIETH  ANNIVERSARY

Of the Establishment of the Bislop—
vic in Ameviea— His Eminence
Lord Tikhon, Bishop of the Or-
thodox Russian Church in North

America, Officiating,

On Wednesday evening at six
o'clock, vespers were held at St.
Michael Cathedral. ‘The chureh
was beautifully decorated with
flowers and evergreeus, and was
brilliantly illuminated with many
wax candles ; at (i conclusion the
special service was held by His

Eminence Tikhon [or the repose of
the soul of His Eminence Innoken-

tius, the first Bishop of Alaska,
On Thursday mprning at 9 :301,
1., Holy Liturgy began ond lagted
for three hours, #he church was
packed with pedgle, the singing
was excellent, the Beawtiful soprano |
of Mrs. N. T. McBride rang sweet- |
Iy throughout the church. '
The Rev. Ivan Soboleff, of Ketch-
ikan, and Avchdedton Elias ally
assisted His- Eniinence Tikhon
in all the services, .
From 8 until 5 o’cloek Thursday |

afternoon a reception was held by
the Bishop at the Russian parson-

age for the Amerieans, and in the
evening from 7 until 10 o’¢lock [or
.I]i!‘ “Ii:'ii![::%. at l:ll" :-'g‘fllluf roon
which wag decorated with ngs and
During the evening
|many sengs were quig by the boys|

cvergreens.

‘;lﬂ the school, in Russian and Eng-|
Ii..‘.‘h. :L]l[] 5!'\'?'1‘;-‘[ i!:lT]"i .“'i_';l‘(";ﬂ![]"l
were rendered by Mr. G. Kogtros
metinoff on l_l_n:t Cirand f-'r;-.L-i‘ 3
II]]ln:-.-. The mueh beloved Buaran-

off’s song was sung by the
guests for the amusement of the

Bishop who has heard the song lor|

the first time and was very wuch |
plu-qu with it. |

Great credit is due Lo - Messrs. G
Kostrometinoff and A. ‘P Kanhs
paroft for the complete suceess of
the celebration.

— - ——
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SITKA, DISTRICT OF ALASKA,

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5, 1901.

—_

In the Orthodox Russian Cathed -
ral, the Rt Rev, Lord Tikhon, on
Monday morning held service. Be-
fore service he made thd following
vemarks which were interpreted by
Andrew Kashevaroff: *We have
eathered here at this honr and in
this ehureh to pray for the repose
of the soul of the asassinated Presi- |
dent, Williamm MeKinley., Ewvery
rightminded. and honest man, to

whatsoever nation he may belong
will always condemn such a crime
and have for the American people,
i whom such grief has visited, the
wariest sympathy, We, the mem:
beis of the Graeco Russian _Chureh

express our sympathy more sincere-
ly-and willingly becanse our church
as 1 society is under the protection
of the A meriean lnw and the major-
ity of ourjmembers are American
icitizens—they are suhjects of the|
United States: And as members of
the Orthodox chiweh we look upon ‘
those in. authority as haviig re- ['
[1

ceived their power by devine right.,
The chnreh commands us to pray
for those in power not for the .\':ll{r|
tear, but for the sake of conscience.

To our grief on account of the :i~'—i

sassination of the President w e joingl
ithe supplication to God for the Ir—'

pose of the soul of the God's sers b
William MeKinley of whom, l}-.;--‘-i

|
God’s help may we have an ever

living memory. ‘

e e Py g g [y, gk S




SITEKA, DISTRICT OF ALASKA,

i E‘;;a Tam PAPERS

{Cau Confirm American li ims 1o Rich

,‘-:inir.-::'.r--l:". Spt. 10. Puther An=-
v, of the Greek Catholie eliireh oF
| thiscity, bas admitted that he j8 io
| posseasion of ecclesiastionl docnments
American
tothe rich gold-bearing territory
in the far Northwest, whileh Tas b
in dispute betwien the United States)
."':'] {'].l‘-'l'. i-.1 4-':'“ E".I L
| pupers cousist chiglly of reprints
E.uul\'u;..-: unthorized by Jlassin
|_\[.'l--1-.u wils Lhe Ugat's,
i Futher Anatoly was senl 1o Alsska

remained there four years. He made

by the Greek ehureh iu 1897, and he |
cinl stud ¥ aof the eogntry, its re-

aceount of his position in the chureh

vas enabled lo secure docu-

it ]"'-‘lli‘l:-t' to malterially :1i-'l]

v government in proving

]u wurees and its history, and it was on
|
)
|

v<kun elaims,
\mong Lthe papers in the possession
of I"ather .\u.nml‘\' is a ewypy of Lhe

Ill{n—:ﬁi:m languages Accomponying

Alaskan' treaty in the English and

{ this treaty i=s an Aluskan priest’s nar-
| rative, showing that in 1815 the Russian
\Lr:ulinf_r company had a dispute with
| the Hudson Bay Company, of Canada,
| destroyed some of the latter’s property.
!'[;Ju.- Itussian eoneern then conveded a
afvip of territory, {out gen niiles v ide,
{ loested in 54 degives 40 minutes | i
i'ur.lv, near the mouth of the St
; river, for-a lerm of years.

The Hadson Bay Company was to
wllect rents for this period fn thisterri-
iy, and have exclusivedomain, Dult

the tract was never given back, and
Father Apaloly says it s uow usurped
by the British authorities,

LR IS e

ALASKAN. BOUNDARY|

Statements. Made By Father
Antoly Are Questioned.

To the Editm': In your issue
of September 27th an article ap-
peared with a somewhat conspic—
uous heading “Holds the Papers”
which has brought back to us an

old duck, Rev. Anatoly Kamensky, |

well known by his original activity
by writing several iibelous articles
in a rather vindictive tone for the
“Moscow Wedomosti,” a newspaper
published in Russia, and signing
the articles Zertiss.

We well recognize him by his
~restless inifiativeness and by the
absorbabilty of his ‘idea fixe.”
First, Rev. Anatoly, alias Zerliss,
has roared about Alaska, at the
same time secking for proofs
whether the United States has vio-
lated the treaty with Russia of 1867,
and now to our surprise he has
turned his coat and wishes to help
the United States with his knowl-
edge. Evyidently such activity is a
stepping stoue to his own advan-

tage. It strikingly shois, to what |

the man's convictions are leading
who is now trying to salt fish in
ancther barrel.

Just as ssen as the controversy
aroused about the Alaska boundary,
the Rev. Me. Anatoly comes for-
ward and attemps to make some
people believe that he has the Lion
by the tail and aboat to give it an
awlul twist, but in reality the whole

business is far from  being right as |

the Rev. Mr. Anatoly would like
people to believe anccording to his
voice from Miunexpolis of Seplem
ber the 10th. In the first place
why is such a wide announcement
of himself? ‘There is nothing
special that the-Rey. Mr. Anatoly
has ever done for Alaskn. The
article which has been written by
him about the habits and customs
of Thlinkits is the only one which
has been favorably received by the
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“Russian Orthadox American Mes- \whether for his, personal use and
senger,” a magazine [:ubiished in '_q]'.rwulal,iml.‘e ot ol herwise, as it can
| New York Clly the data of which be ohserved in the frolicgome tone
| has beer. taken from the well known | of Rev. Mr. Anatoly. After all it
collections at Sitka, but his article seews suspicious.  ‘Why does Rev
i | has been changed go as to disguise Mr. Anatoly raise the question
| . the original that one could hardly about the fraudulently detained
] tell unless heis well posted, whether papers by the “Hudson Bay Com-
| it has been written with an axe or { pany,” when, after the year of 1815
| f a Byzantine broom. Atany rate it Russia made two definite (treaties, |
- t invites serious objections. It was one with the United States on the|
\ very imprudent for the Rev. Mr. *(5)17 day of April, 1824, with the|
8 Anatoly to state “that he is in the confirmation of its friendly feeling
possessinn  of ececlesiastical docu- ‘towards this country, and the other
ments tending to confirm the with  England on the (16)28” of|
American claims to the rich gold- Feburary, 1825, relative to the set-
bearing territovy in the far North- tling of the Territorial difficulties.
q west ete.,’'becauseitis a well known The text of these treaties can be
fact according to the treaty ol 1867, produced if so desired from the
L | article I, it states explicitly, that duplicate documents in the archives
1 all documents pertaining to the of the Russian Church aft this place,
! Territory of Alaska must be the providing we do not have to humil-
property of the new master (the iatingly depend on the mystifica-
U. 8. Government) and not the tion of the former Alaskan scienti-
' ‘ subject of speculations of the stock fieal  investigator = ingenuously
' exchange. Therefore  the Govern- seeking at this time to change the
| nment of the (United Stutes has a political chart of the United States
right to demand them if such doeu- of America.
; ments are now in the possession of Jurius CEAsar THUNDER.
A a private individual. Ttis evident | Sitka, Alaska, October 1st 1902.
.( that the Rey. Mr. Anatoly has only L5 |
“l - : the copy of those documents for
his “special sfudy of this country.”
1 The preseut Rector of the Rus-
sian Church at Sitka has never as
yet been officially asked by the
United States government through
the Governor of this Territory
whether such documents have ever
been taken by.the Rev. Mr. Anatoly
L\' |
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ORIGIN OF THE FIRE U"\'K“m

The Pride of Sitha Gees wup in Smoke,

BARANOFF CASTLE IN 1880.

CUSTOM HOUSE IN FRONT, CASTLE ON ELEVATIION.
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MONDAY, MARCH 19, 1394,

About two o’clock on Friday
morning, March 17th, the fire bell

notified the citizens of Sitka that | €02t

was rescued. He had nothing on
but his nnderclothing, and an over-
All his clothes, his gold

the Fire Fiend had broken loose in | WAtch, some money. and all is per-

their midst and was then at his
work of destruction.

At the tap of the bell the citizens [
hustled out of bed, but before they
could put ou their clothes, one of
the cannon in front of (he Custom
House, on the beach, thundered |
forth another note of warning aund
its sonorous reverberations warned
very one that something serions in
the shape of a conflagration threat-
ened the safety of the town.

By this time the people were
rushing ont upon the streets and
the news flew from one to another
that the Castle was on fire! Con-
sternation at once seized upon all.
for the location of the building
apon a high bluff, the snow 18
inches deep, the insufficiency of
water, the impossibility of hauling
the enging within reach of the
flames,, impressed itself intuitively
apon the mind, and the dense
smoke and the lnrid tongues of fire
darting and hissing from under the
base of the building midway along
its northeastern side were evidence
that the fire had gained great head-
way and that the chances of getting
it nnder control were as one in a
thousand.

The fire was discovered by.the
murine patrol on the wharf and the
alarm given, and about this
jnncture, R. C Rogers, United
Siates Commissioner, who roomed
n the second floor in the northern
corner of the building, raised a
window and hoarsly shouted to the
@' guard standing in front of the
Jjail building: ““For God's sake
bring a ladder quick and help me
down for I am suffocating.’’ Lad-
ders were brought and raised to

the window and the Commissioner

sonal effects were burned. Even

his faithful little dog *“ Brete

Harts,” purished in the flames.
Several mea by this time had

vl reached fhie main and front entrance
| to the «'ustle and attempted to goin,

did muke progress a short distance
in the hallway, but were driven
baeck by the fierce volumes of dense
smoke that rolled] towards them,
satding all attempts to gain an
entrines to the rooms above or be-
utterly impossible. This
settled the fate of the grand old
Castle and immediate attention was
then givento the preservation of the
Custom House and Jail building
only a few yards distant.

Meantime another gun on the
beach had summoned the crew o,
the U. S. B. Pinta, which was at
anchor in the harbor, to the rescue
and now commenced a fight in
earnest to save the the town, for if
the Cuostom House and Jail Build-
ing had caught, the fire wonld have
swept up Lincoln Street and the
result would have been most dis-
astrous. The blue-jackets under
Lieutenant Peacock and Ensign
Rust did most efficient service in
protecting the Custom House and
Jail Building, and they were ably

low

assisted by the marines under
Lieut. Pendleton. Sails  were

ordered from the Naval storehiouse
by Lieut. Peacock and were hung
on the eastern wall of the Jui
Building. These sails were kep
dripping wet by water from a
cistern just at hand and were «
good protection. The citizens o
right in with their best licks and
it is wortky of mention that at the
first tap of the fire-bell the mission
boys from the mission, came pour-
ing down to the fire like bees, each

E—— —=y

worked like good fellows withou
urging, some on top of the Custom
House, others on top of the Jail
Building, others passing water up
the ladders: It took some tall
hustling to save the Jail Building,
but the united efforts of all prevail-
ed and the danger was averted.
The snow on the roofs and the
wind, what little there was, favored
the efforts to save the town. If the
‘wind had been 1n the southeast,
nothing conld have saved the build-
ing and the town would have gone.

Well the story is told. Baranoff
Bastle is in ashes; the pride of Sit-
ka has gone up in smoke and all
the people feel very sorrowtul in-
deed. As to how the building
caught fire probably will never he
known. Several theories have been
advanced and what seemns satisfie-
tory to some is rejected by others.
We have no theory of our own.
Unless the building ecanght fire
from a defectiyve flue, all is mystery
and simple guess work.

-5
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EX-GCV. KINKEAD'S |

£ |
REMIRISCENCES OF SITKA A'

QUARTER OF A CENTURY AGO. |

In the summer of 1867 I found my-
self like some of our friends **out of a
job " and ready for almost any adven-
ture. The purchase of Alaska had
been completed, and all San Francisco
was agog with the possibilities of this
new addition to Unele Sam’s farm.
The eountry had thus far remained a
‘sealed book ' to all the world outside
of the Czwi's subjects. This fact and
the very vague notions that anybody
had of the eountry, gave it a kind of
romantic fascination. Being a fron-
tiersman and pioneer from “way|
back," the boom naturally eaught me,
and I determined to go and look at the
new * Promised Land.” Boon after
having so concluded Mr. Conness, then
U. 8, Benator from California, tele-
graphed a mutual friend, the late Wm.
C. Ralston, then manager of the Bank
of California, that he (Conness) was
very anxious to nominate the first Fed-
eral Officer for the new Territory, and
there being none but ** Postmaster ' at
that time to appoint, he asked Mr.
Ralston to name someone for the posi-
tion. “ Billy,"" (our familiar name for
Mr. R.) came to me and asked if' I
would accept, as he knew of no other
person even going up to see. I had
then no idea of anything more than
the trip, but to oblige Benator Conness
I accepted the honor. These commun-
ications were carried on by telegrams,
and just before the expeditionary ship
suiled T received an Immense docu-
ment with my eommission as Postmas- |
ter at Sitka with the maguificent sala-
ry attached of §2 per anpum ! This
was my first appearance in public life
as an office-holder. o

Time will have its revenges, for this |
magnificent honor of the first Federal
Officer of Alaska I was made to pay
twenty years luter by being compelled |
to serve as the firat Federal Officer,
again, when the Civil Gevernment was
established. ** Verily our sins will find
us out."

I will not elaborate upon the distin-
guished honor (?) with which T was re-|
ceived by the Russinn authorities as
United States Postmaster, nor the
sensation with which my leather mail-|
bag was earried to the office of Prince
Maxsoutoff, nor of its contents. This
is “ Sacred History,” which I hardly
feel at liberty to tell. I believe, how-
ever, I nuy venture to say that under
the ecircumstances and the mail, the
Postmuster felt a little as though
Prince Muxsoutofl had some reason to
think himself and his government
quite small potatoes.

[l
Alaxku, ay_before remarked, was an
unknown proposition ; - the general
public mind was full of romance and
exagperated ifdeas of what it could,
ghould, or ight be, The journals of
tl.e day were replete, us you will doubt-
less remember, with eriticisms of the
motives and wisdom of Secretary Sew- ‘
ard in making the purchase for his gov-
ernment of this frozen region. The
conseusus of opinion of the majerity
wae that the “Old Man " had made a
mistake and that his ambition for do-
ing something had led to paying $7,-%
000,000 of the people’'s money for
nothing, I need not say now how
| greatly our people misunderstood this
| fur-seeing statesman and patriot.

Major-General Halleck was then in
|eomimand of the Division of the Pa-
cific. Having possibly some ambition
to create for himself a military reputa-
tion, he had the newly aequired coun-
try (Alaska) created a separate Depart-
ment with Brig. Gen, Jeff. C, Davis in
{command with headquarters at Sitka,
establishing military posts at four other
points : (1st) Fort Tongass, just above
the bounduary line with British Coluimi-
bin in sight of Fort Simpson, the
northerly port of the Hudsou's Bay
Co.on the const, Next, Fort Wran- |
gell on the island of the same name
{and near the smouth of the Stickeen |
| River, the highway to the gold mines |
|of Northern British Columbia. Next
| going northward and westward Sitka |
i (of which more anon); then Fort Ko-|
diak on anisland of the same name; |

| thence lastly and finally a post some«
j where in Cook’s Inlet; (the name and
| place has just now eseaped my meno-
ry, but easily found from the military
records), Kach of these posts was gar-
| risoned by one Company or Battery of
| the Second Artillery, except at Sitka
where in addition to Battery H, Second
Artillery, was stationed Company F.,
Ninth Artillery and of course a full
Headquarters and staff. This was the
military eccupation of Sitka.

The steamer John L. Stephens was
chartered by the goyernment to carry
to Sitka the troops destined for that
post with the General and staff, a num-
ber of artisans, aud a full load of sup-
plies. The owners of the ship and
their coast line of steamers, at the last
moment asked nme to act as purser for
the trip, being short of this kind of
officer, and being friends of mine I ac=
cepted as they assured me that I would
have “nothing to do.”” This Iast,
I may say, was, or proved to be, some=
thing of a fiction. However, I accept~
ed the position and may add by way of
parenthesis that T returned to the office
a net profit of $65,000 for the voyage
without & dollar to my personal eredit.

LA




where about the 20th of September,
1867, touched at Vietoriaand Nanaimo,
and with some slight, not serious, acei-
dent reached Sitka, [ think, ahout the
10th or 12th of October; the precise
dates I have not just now at hand,
The U. 8. SBhips Ossipe¢ und Resaca
arrived a few days later with the
Ameriean and Russian Commmissioners
;on board. General Davis, his staft ahd
troops rernained on board our ship in
the harbor until the details of the trans-
fer were arranged on shore by the Com-
missioners. All was ready by the 18th.
On the morning of that day the troops
disembarked and at high noon the flag
wof Russin-was hatled down from-#the &
flagstaff in the Castle yurd, and the
stars and stripes flung aloft in its place.
This scene has been so often deseribed
by the peus of “ready writers" that I
will not attemipt it. To the Russians,
of course, it was a sad ceremony, and
to the credit of our people I wish to
say that their feelings were in the
! main regarded with respeet. Some over
zealous adherents of the ““American
Eagle' were disposed tomake a Fourth
of July demonstration, but it was
quickly suppressed by the good sense
of our officials.

After the 18th Sitka was probably a

busier place than ever before or ever
likely to be again. The Russian resi-
dent population was entirely upset and
uncertain what fate awaited them.
They had heard romors of the sale of
their country to the United States, but
even the officinls kuew little of the
matter until the arrival of the Com-
missioners. There was hurrying to
and fro. Russian troops © turned out '
United States troops “turned in"j
quarters for men and officers had to be
hastily provided and there was a brief
reign of chans, CGeneral Davls imme-
dintely assumed commansd of the Post
and soon established order.

The American Commissioner, (iene-
ral Rousseau, left Sitka on the 20th to
return by the U. 8. SBhip Ossipee, the
Russinn  Conmussioners. Count Pest-
chouroff and Baron Koskul remai |.|i||g
ab Sitka to arrange matters, I presume,
for their people. On the night of the
21st-22ud a terrific gule swept through
the harbor, the inner one being then
filled with vessels—the American men-
of-war Lhe Resaca and Jamestown, two
Revenue Cutters, the large steamer
Jno. L. Stephens, three Russian steams-
ers and n large fleet of transporls
ships, barks, ete,, of both nat ionulities.
Nearly all got adrift during the night
doing considerable dumage. The morn-
ing disclosed two of the steamers sunk
and the whole fleet badly demoralized.
Slight damage was doue in town, the
Menyy log structures curing little for
wind. The Ossipee returned to port
the same evening having caught the
gule off Cape Ommaney and being
ileurly Jost ; her boats, tackle, &e. all
gone. Genernl Rousseau and  staff
were utterly demoralized agd sought
Isholter on the Stephens. Later, how-
L ever, they were all induced to return to
'the Ossipee and finally reached the

white settlements all right. The Gen-

e e ———
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The ship left Bun Frncisco some« =

-

eral was evidently a better soldier than ~

a aailor.
The Stephens sailed on her return to

-Ban Franeisco, I think, the 24th or

25th. Meanwhile the * Council of Ad-
ministration '’ of the Post had elected
me * Post Trader’ and I concluded to
return to Sitka for business purposes,
The ship reached San Fraucisco after
several minor accidents,—none serious,
—about the middle of November. I
purchased a stock of goods for the
Alaska market and sailed from San

- Fravcisco on my return the 30th of

December, 1867. At Victoria we had
chartered the steamer Fideleter to
transport us and our belongings to Sit-
ka which we reached some time in
Jauuary, 1868. We continued in the
mereantile business until 1871 when I
gave it up returning to “my native
heath,” Nevada.

During my absence in San Francis-
co, or very soon after my return (I for-
get which) a * City Provineial Govern-
ment ' was formed by and with the
consentand approval of General Davis,
the Military Commandant. The Uity
Government included a Mayor, Coin-
mon Council, Fire Department, ete.
All local disturbances and matters af-
fecting citizens alone were adjudicated
and settled finally by the Mayor's
Court ; the General commanding glad-
ly delegating this authority to the citi-
zens,

Judge Samuel Storer, a merchant of
the town, was made (elected) the first
Mayor. He closed up his business and
departed, and left me, at the people's
request, his successor. This “‘accumula-
tion of honors "’ was distressing. Post-
master, Post-trader, Mayor,—every-
thing connected with the duties of
these several offices eulminated when
any vessel happened to be in port. No
coutroversies or troubles were apparent
until the steamer arrived. To save
time in not hearing these difterences I
generally paid from my pocket the
difference between litigants ; (of course,
mostly of small proportions). Hence

I got the reputation of being a very
fair judge, when they knew that their'

claims would seriously interfere with
my own personal business. !

T think jt was about twé years bel?re
we had any regular ““mnail” service.
The first year we depended entirely
upon transient coast sailing vessels,
The Postmaster at San Francisco would
send, if he heard of any vessel sailing
for Bitka, any mail he might have on
band. We used to watch with great
golicitude the appearance of the ravens
upon the top of the Greek Church

cross,—popularly supposed to indicate

the arrival of some vessel in the offing.
When they did appear, generally hav-
ing to '“beat in,” the Postmaster—sala-
ry $12 per sunum—swould hire & boat's
crew at a cost of §25 to go out to the
craft in the outer harbor, with the re-
sult mainly of not even a newspaper
to tell us of the world's doings. At
one time, I remember, four months
elapﬁ_sd without a word or & line from
anybody or anything, The next year
the Goyernment sent to the Quarter-
master the steamer Newburn, a Jarge

A —— -
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" and unwieldy ship entirely unsuited to

the wants of the department. How-
ever she was much better than nothing,
making trips now and then to San
Franeisco and over to the westward ns
far as the Seal Islands. On one occa-
gion ghe was very fearly lost in a
mighty storm on her return. Next we
had a monthly mail from Port ToWn-
send ;—then we were happy.

Meantime we got along very comfort-
ably and I may say happily in our
isoJation. The Headquarters officers
and some of the Line had their fam-
ilies,and we had a very excellent socie-
ty, as good as anybody’s ns far as it
went. Social entertainments, parties,
balls, ele., to whichh everybody, He or
She, contributed their hearty propor-
tion, made life not ouly tolerable but |
happy and cheerful, the young Naval |
and Revenue officers in the Post add-|
ing quite a feature in all these matters. |

From after experience and knowl-
edge of these gentlemen of the Army
and Navy I am warranted in saying
that all agree that the few years spent
in Bitka were the happiest of their
lives., We—citizens and spldiers—
bought the little Lutheran Chureh just
opposite the Greek Chureh, then a
very 'pretty little chapel. Services
were held regularly every Sunday by
the Post Chaplain, Rev. J. A. Raynor ;
a Bunday School was established, free |
to all, Russian, Indian, and white.
My wife was one of the “chiefs”” in
this enterprise. Myself, in addition to
my many other oflices, " boss of the
quier.” We had early f“-'l:l'.}!islu:l @

day school, the sister-in-law of the first

| Dodge, being engaged as teacher—her
| name Addie Mercer.

|{ ceeded as teacher of the public school,

i years after we—some of us—hbad open-

| ceeded by Chaplain Ira Horn, compiler

| Can you wouder that I have felt a

/‘4“

}Ztr 2 . J/
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Collector of the port, W. Sumner
To this school
were also admitted any children that
chose to attend. Officers’ children,
those of laundresses, Russians and In-
dians, all being equal. The pay of the
teacher was made up by the voluntary
contributions of ecitizens and officers,
A year or more elapsed under these
conditions. The Collector and family
departed. Chaplain Raynor was sue-

of the History of General Geo. H. T.
Lomas. His son, Mr. Ira Horn, sne-

continuing as such until I left in 1871,

little annoyed thatp S = TALE
brazenly tells the people of the United
States that he first established any
kind of school in Aluska in 1878, ten

ed the ball ?
[
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JOHN H. KINKEAD,

[John Henry Kinkead, the author
of the foregoing paper, was born at
Smithfield, Fayette Co., Penna., on
December 10th, 1826 ; in 1829 removed
with his parents to Zanesville, Ohio,
thence to Laneaster, Fuirfield Co., O,
in 1836, Was educated at Lancaster
High HBehool. Amongst his classmates
was John Sherman and other mem-
bers of his fumily, the Eryings and
others several of whom attained emi-
nent positions. In 1845 went to St.
Louis, Mo.,; in mereantile business
there for nearly five years. In 1849
went to Salt Lake City, Utah; re-
muined five years in mercantile busi-
ness, In 1854 went to California and
in 1860 settled in Nevada. Was Treas-
urer of the Territory during its exist-
ence (three years) ; was member of the
Constitutional Convention which fram-
ed the econstitution under which Ne-
vadn was admitted as a State, Went
to Alaska at the time of its purchase
by the United Btates ; remained there
three years, returning to Nevada in
1871, Was nominated by the Republi-
can party for Governor in 1878; elec-
ted ; served four years, from January,
1879, to January, 1883. Was appointed
by President Arthur first Governor of
the District of Alaska on July 4th, 18-
84, Left Alaska SBept. 18th, 1885, by
polite invitation of President Cleve-
land. Returned to Carson City, Neva-
du, where he still t:mi:‘lws_”—(:{pied
fram  * Blographical Aunals” of] the |
Civil Government of the United
States,” &e., &e., 1887.]

|THE GREEK CHURCH.
1 .

‘VALUABLE PAINTINGS DRAPED
‘ IN GOLD, SILVER AND PREG-

IOUS STONES.

A BRILLIANT INTERIOR,

The Greek Chureh at Bitka—in form
[ & Cireek eross, and plm-(-il o1 an expan-
|#gion of Lincoln Stireet,—is the first
| structure sought by the tourist just

too, for it is a well preserved building,
and the only one serving the people
now as it did the old Russians, and be-
eause, nlso, there are only two others in
Amerien, and the eeremonies in this
chureh are strictly orthodox, quite up
to Lthe forms observed In Russin, It is
built of the universal material used
here, spruce logs, sheathed with boards,
whivh are protected with a dove-color-
ed paint and trimmed with white.

The spire resembles a minaret, and
the dome over the central part of the
chureh has the bulge of 4 Mahomedan
(mosgue, both of a bright green color
and each surmounted by a gilded cross
with triple bars.

landed from the stenmer ; and sensibly, |

A raven, a common bird of the coun-

try; is said to perch upon one of these
crosses whenever the gun of an incom-
ing steamer announces the approach
of touriste, and to eroak his welcome
to them in a strain as harsh and dolor-
ous a8 the * Nevermore' of Poe's un-
anny bird. In the open belfry there
is a ¢hime of six sweet-toned  bells
which makes almost the only sounds
that Lieak (he silence of the sleepy
village, The interior is gaudy with
paintings, intended to represent patri.
archs and prophets, draped in silver
and gold ; and two bronze doors of open
work pattern, with panels bearing im-
ages of saints and holy men, cut off
the altar snd robing-room from the au-
ditorium. Into this altar-room no
womat is permitted to enter,

Without the metallic coverings, some
of these paintings possess undoubted
merit and are extremely valuable ; the
undraped copy of the Transfiguration
is far superior to ordinary church pic-
tures. In aside room is an exquisite
Madonna “with sweet Byzantine
fuce.) The holy child, in an erect pos-
ture, leans against her shoulder, and
his fuce, like hix mother's, has a look
of deep meaning. This, Loo, is a paint- |
ing of great merit, and even a third of
the thirty will bear eriticism.

The Priest conducts the intoned ser-
vice in the altar-room, with the bronze
doors wide open, so that the worship-
pers have a full view of the performance,
During the Miserere, however. the
valves are elosed, and his wallings are
| thereby subdued.

The ehoristers, shiut off from the au-
dience by a screen, respond to almost
{every seutence uttered by the Priest,
{and their part is well performed, The
service is partly in Russinn and partly |
in Thlinket, there being two choirs, |
one composed of Tndians and the oth- .

er of Russinus,
THE RUSSIAN RITUAL.

The ritual is more elaborate than that
of ‘the Roman Catholic Church, and!
the genuflections, the crossings, and |
the prostrution of Russians and Indi-
| ans alike, eun scarcely be outdone by

the most thoroughly ceremonial chureh
‘ in the mother country p—in two words,
| they are strictly orthodox 3 for during
the hour of worship, there is an almost
incessant pointing of the fingers to the
hiead and breast, or kneeling, or erouch-
ing with the head upon the floor, each
| motion performed three times, This
can be done in wchurch in which there

are neither pews nor seats, and where |
everyone from Czar to meanest subs |
Jject, worships in a standing position |
{ when not going through with the

| movements.

As o part of the exercises, the l‘risrst-i
| presents himself before the congregu-
| tion with a golden chalice in each |
hand, HEuaeh of these cups, covered
| with a little doyley, is said to contain,
| the one bread, the other wine. He
[ pronounces « blessing, and, returning

to the throue-room, is supposed to par-
take of the emblems, vieariously. At

Eu very early period in life, hnwc\'ur.l
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the worshippers do have the sgerament
| tdministered tojthem in person, The
parents comelforward with the babe to
a dais on which the Priest stands hold-
ing a chalice of gold, gemmed and
eluborately etched. He first adjusts a
searlet bib under the chin of the infant,
and with a delicate spoon, pours into
the mouth of the little copper-face a
few drops of wine, pats the tongue
three times and dismisses him for an=
other. An acolyte stands near who
| administers the bread, and the faces of
| the parents beam with joy that the
child Is now saved. A sermon, extem-
poraneous, about ten minutes long,
and uttered with great earnestness,
follows. Tastly, the Priest brings out
o heavy golden crucifix, set with ru-
bies and emeralds, and presents it to be
kissed, first to the babies, then to the
youth, and finally to the adult wor-
shippers ; and then there is a rush for
the door.

In funeral cerenionies, the body,
covered with a thin veil only, and pre-
ceded by the Priest; barehended, swings
ing a censer, und chanting a dirge, is
borue from the house of the deceased,
and js followed by mourners wailing as
in Orlental countries.

This ehurch was once a Cathedral,
had a resident Bishop; and was the
possessor of large wealth in crucifixes,
crosiers, and plate, adorned with pres
| cious stones ; but after Aluska becama
l'a part of the Union, most of the Ruse
sians went back to the mother country,
the Bishop migrated to Ban Francisco,

leaving only three real Muscovites in
| the diocese.

The rest of the congregation is made
up of Creoles, I'ndians, and half-breeds,
the latter exhibiting the vices that
generally come of mingling the blood
of degenerate races, The present
Priest iz highly respeeted: by all Bit-
kauns.

To the tourist, at first, it seems
strange that so conspieuous a structure
as this chureh is, should be set ‘dowa
in this little town ; but when he stud-
ies its history, rich in past glory and
usefulness, and finds that, for long
years, it has kept faithful vigil among
these mouldering structures, and has
been an open gate to the people, lead-
ing to a higher life, he is forced to feel
that, howeyer much these races have
failed to realize the enjoyments of that
better life, a beneficent hand that
guides all things well, did plant this
church in Sitka, the capital of this
great Territory,
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ALASKA'S VOLCANIC ORIGIN. ‘

[ Extracted Irem Governor Swine-

ford's Correspondence in The

|
|
l
Marquette Mining Journal.] I
|

A REMARKABLE ISLAND. [

The geological formation of most of
the islands visited during the cruise|
of the Thetls, as well as of a part
of the mainland, gives abundant
evidence of voleanic origin or eleva-
tion. The records give definite infor-
mation of voleanie activity on no less |
than twenty-five of the Aleutian Isl-|
ands, and enumerate about sixty cra-
ters, all told, in the mountain peaks
and ranges’of Alaska. Some of these
are still smoking, and two or three in |
active eruption. From Mount Wran-
gell, which is believed to be the high-
est mountain in North Ameriea, if not
in the western hemisphere, and which
is on the mainland, in longitude 145°,
to the Commander Island, beyond our
western boundary, there is a contlinu-
ous chain of volecanoes each and all of|
which have been active at some period
since the advent of the Russians in
1743. One of the ablest Russian scien-|
tists, in a treatise on the voleanic char-
acter of this region, advances the the-|
ory that this long extended chain of |
voleanoes proves the existence of asub-
terranean channel of lava which finds
its outlet first through one crater and
then through another. However this
may be, there are certainly frequent
voleanic disturbances indicated by a
rumbling and quaking of the earth
more or less startling, some of which I
have myself heard and felt. But I am
not scientist enough to attempt any
discussion, or advance any theory of
my own on the subject of voleanoces ;
suffice it to say that there is no more
extensive theatre of voleanie activity
known than that of the Aljaska Pen-
insula; the west coast of Cook’s Inlet
and the Aleutian Islands. One re-
markable occurrence which history
records as having taken place in 1796,
taken in connection with what has
since happened, would seem to fully
confirm the theory of the Russian
scientist that there is a subterranean
channel between the long line of cra-
ters referred to, the over burden of
lava flowing in which sometimes
forces for itself a new outlet. To the
westward of Ounalaska and not more
than a dozen miles from the northeast
end of Umnalk, is located the small Isl-
and of Bogoslov. History has it that
on the 18th of May, 1766, a Russian
| trader named Krukof was stopping
| temporarily on the northeast end of
i Umnak; being detained there by thick
| and stormy weather accompanied with
indieations of voleanie disturbanece.

-

"| after its first appearance some hunters |

" i
On the morning of the 18th, the storm
abated, the clouds cleared away, and
he saw at some distance off’ a column
of smoke arising out of thesea. To-
ward evening a black object was visi-
ble under the smoke, and during the
night flames ascending heavenward
from the same spof were of such vol-
ume and brilliancy as to convert the
darkness of night into the light of day.
At the same (ime an earthquake, with
thundering noise, shook the whole isl=
and from which the trader was observ-
ing the to him unaccountable and
startling phenomenon, while rocks
were occasionally thrown across the
ses a distance of ten or twelve miles |
from what afterwards was found to be
the crater of a new voleano. On the
morning of the third day the earth-
quake ceased, the flames subsided, and
a newly created island formed up in
the shape of a cone. A month latur\
the trader found the peak considerably
higher, and still emitting fire and
ashes, but very little flame ; later the
flames died out altogether, and volean-
ic uction was confined to the emis-
sion of smoke and steam. In 1800 it |
had ceased to smoke ; but eight years

visiting its shores found the waters ofi
the sea immediately surrounding it
still warm, and the solid rock forma-
tion too hot to permit a landing, A
few years later, however, its rocks and |
cliffs had cooled sufficiently to attract |
a large number of sea-lions, with

whom it was for a long time after-|
wards a favorite resort, It culninuw.li

to gradually inerease in both height
and circumference until 1823, when it
hiad attamed the height of a thousand
feet or more. From and after thab
year it gradually diminished in height
and seemed to be sinking back into the
depths of the sea until a few years ago,
when it raised another commotion by
firing up anew, and in a single night
disappeared altogether, another islet of
about the same circumference making
its appearance about two miles distant
from where the original Bogoslov had
stoorl for three-quarters of a century.
The new Bogosloy is gradually rising,
but as yet presents a comparatively
flat surface at an elevation of not more
than two hundred feet above the sea
level, ftom which there is a constant
emission of steam and smoke. This
voleanic phenomenon, in the opinion
of many scientific men, is indicative of
the fact that most of the Aletitian Isls
ands owe their origin more to gfadual
elevation than to violent. eruption }
neither the old nor the new Bogoslov
resulted from the latfer cause—the pil«
ing up of lava and debris thrown out
through eraters,—the first one rising
slowly and gradually until it attained
its grentest elevation, a history which

d




|
|

Is being repeated by its successor. Ins
deed it is a question if the whole vasts
ern half of Bering Sea is not steadily
decreasing in depth owing to a gradus
al elevation of its bottom; that is the
theory advanced by some, while oths
ers claim that its lessening depth is
solely due to the deposition of earthy
matter brought down by the great roar-
ing floods of the Yukon and other
great rivers emptying intoit. To whats
ever cause it may be ascribed, the easts
ern part of the sea appears to be gra-
dually shoaling, with every prospect of
its ultimately becoming an archipelago
or a part of the mainland. The large
Islands of 8t Matthew and St. Mich=
ael, the first named  a hundred miles

off the mainland, afford conclusive,

“just have wished me there,”” when
the thought that I would run much
less risk of being lost or wrecked in
Arctic ice than of being sun-struck
were I id the south or east, checked |
the wish—but not the flow of sympa-
thy which welled up in my heart for
the unfortunate friends afar off, who
on that 22nd day of July were proba-
bly wearing wetted sponges in their
hats, and filling themselves to the
brim with aerated waters in the vain
endeavor to attain a physical tempera-
ture the amelioration of which is not
found at the nozzle of a soda fountain.
A good fire in the grate was necessary
to comfort in the cabin, and heavy
overcoats indispensable on deck—and
that I may here remark was the rule
rather than the exception during the

| evidence of having been formed by ac-
cumulations of lava during eruptions,
(a8 do also the Pribylov group and

remainder of the eruise.

| apds, however, having come through
the process of gradual elevation, The'
western part of the Sea has a uniform
depth of a hundred fathoms er more,
the bottom gradually shelving upwards,
until in the eastern half there are but
a few places where it is safe for a vess
'sel of ordinary draft to approach nears
er than fifty miles to the shore. The
guestion of when a large part of Be-
ring Sea will be dry land would seem
to be one of not more than a century
of time at most.

BOUND FOR TIHE ARCTIC OCEAN,

On the 19th July, having finished
Leoaling, the Thetis was again under
way, this time for 8t. Michacls and
the various native settlements on the
Arctic Ocean. Once fairly out of Ou-
naluska Harbor and upon the broad
| waters of Bering Sea, the fires were
banked, and during that night and
[nearly the whule of that day the ship
stood on under sail alone, before
(moderate breeze, though the sky was
'Iovcrcu.st and misty. On the 22nd we
lexperienced the  lowest temperature
|since the beginning of the cruise; I do
| not remember the exaet figures marked
by the mercurial indieator, but my
[notes say that though favored by a
moderate breeze the sky was overecast,
|the fog impenetrable and the weather
|decidedly damp and altogether disas
\greenble, =0 much so, indeed, that ins
|stead of the cooling drinks te which
|we had been accustomed in a lower
Hatitude, we found we eould imbibe
imuvh more comfort and conselation
from an occasional glass of ‘* Scotch
dew,’ heated to the proper temperas
ture and flavored with the ustal con-
diments. Heated in the cabin of our
good ship discussing the probabilities
of & change in the weather, und specu-
[lating over our glusses of ' hot scotch”
labout the chances of being able to ob-
tain for our friends at home a few sking
'when we should have left bebind us
Ithe last trading station of the Alaska
|Commercial Company, my mind re-
verted quite naturally to the swelter«
ing thousands apd millions In the
Eastern States and cities, and I could

| some others, the large majority of isls R e RS T T
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A POETIC PICTURE

Of Sitka's -thllme Scenery—The

View from the Castle Summit
—Nature's Marvelous Handi-
work Graphically Portrayed.

It is not often that our honored Col-
lector of Customs, Mr. A, K. Delaney,
contributes anything to the public
press, but by the last m:l\ii there came
to hand a Milwaukee newspaper in
which appears a letter emanating from |
his pen. The communication referred
to was not written for publication, but
someliow or other it crept into print.
Treating, ns it does, of sights and
seenes so familinr to the residents of
Sitka will be sufficient reason for re-
producing it in the columns of THE

has been the theme of many a seribe
during the past year or two, what Mr.
Delaney writes will be found to be en-
tirely new. His gfaphic description
brings foreibly tO the imagination the
realism of the magnificent scenery
around us,
HEITEA, ALASKA,
October 3, 1888,

After the most beautiful summer I
have ever experienced, our fall gales
commenced Sept. 10, when the ele-
ments were unchained, and a storm,
the severest I have yet witnessed on
this coast, for several successive days
paid its respects to this far-away out-|

post of civiligation. The fury of the
clements, together with rambling|
thoughts of the past and conjectures |
of the future, begot within mea spirit
of unrest, akin to that I have often
imagined: to possess the caged lion, and
in h:'npu th shake off this spell, I climb-
| ed the rickety steps leading up to the
rock on which the old Russian Castle
stands, to take a look at the sea. The

Castle is now tenantless, and as I have
grown fond of watching the ocean, es-
pecially in a storm, the place has be-
come otie of my favorite resorts. So I
mounted up to the cupola, from which
a magnificent view can be obtained.
The scene from this peint is at all
tines surpassingly grand, but when
the cales are on, il is sublime and im-
pll::-';si\‘(' in the extreme, To the easl-
ward, behind the Castle, the quaint,
old town of log houses with weather-
beaten, moss-covered roofs, lies slum-
bering in the storm. ¥rom the midst
of them, with startling prominence,
rise the green dome and steeple of E.lle
old Russian Cathedral, its tapering
spire surmounted by the complex, gild-
ed cross of the Greek Chureh. .Bu-
hind all, and flanking on either side,

stand Mounts Verstovia and Baranoff,

THI 3
gloomy and shaggy-breasted with the
growth of dark evergreens, Extend-|
ing from their bases, is a shelf of com-
puratively level lands, denuded of its
| timber during the Russian occupition,
triangular in form, with two of its
sides sloping down to the sea. At the
angle which points towards the ocean
is the roek on which the Castle stands,
and the white settlement lies along the
|southwesterly side of the triangle,

while, stretched in a line along the
beach, which forms the northwesterly
side, stand the crude dwellings of the
Indian village, sheltered from the o-
pen ocean by the largest of the many
hundred islands that are scattered a-
round the harbor. The channel lying
between this island and the Indian

village resembles a broad, deep river,

and is the one by  which the steamers |
usually come and go, being essentially

the terminal arm of the famous inland

passage.

Along the somber sides of the moun- |
tains, and in beauteous contrast with
their deep green covering, veils of sil-
very mist, floating up from the valley, |
are eaught by the impetuous wind and
whirled into a myriad” of fantastic||
| forms, while in the opening between

the two mountains and several miles
back from the sea, rise . the bold, grey
cliffs of the gorge—ponderous heaps of
solid rock, forming, in places, sheer
| precipices, thousands of feet high, be-
tween whose perpendicular walls the
{Indian River plunges over its rocky

bed in its onward march to the =ea.
From behind Verstovia, this rugged
and ¢raggy range extends to the souths
west until it breaks off at the ocean’s
edge, Down the jagged wall of one of
the most conspicuous of these preci-
pices falls a single, silver thread, many
hundred feet long, marking the leap of
a tiny cascade; and en such of the
slopes of the range as face the south
and west, thus securing thé nourishs
ing -influences of both the sunshine
and the warm breath of the Japan cur-
rent, are spread carpets of green and
yellow moss, seemingly of the softest
and most delicate texture; but the
northerly and easterly slants, deprived
of these influences, are covered with
fields of perpetual snow, whose white
is rendered more intense by contrast
with the black crags which tower
above them and by the gleaming bloe
of glaciers and ice-fields below, The
latter, during the greater portion of
the year, are entirely covered with
blankets of snow but, during the exs
ceptionally warm and sunshiny weath-
er of the past summer, these coverings
have been cast off, exposing to view
immense ice formations, along which
great seams snd fssures are visible.
| |

e
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To the westward of the Castle and i[
below the rock on which it stands, is I
the harbor, shut in from the sea by & |
cordon of rock-bound islands. A south-
westerly gale, sweeping across the vast
expanse of the Pacific and gathering
velocity as it moyes om, breaks with
| terrific force on this rugged shore. But
i above the wind rises the sullen, thun-
dering roar of the surf, mounting high
into the air in great sheets of spray, as
old ocean in its massive breathings
heaves its waters on the rock-ribbed
. islands of the bay. Away out to the
gea, beyond the line of the surf and ri- &
| sing three thousand feet above the sea's L
level, grim and lonely, its crest black- 4 &
!g‘n.c_-.(l' wigh' scoriagand wrinkled with pa— o
I lava—the Iudulib?e marks of voleanie s ;"
l | aetion,—Mount Edgeecomb stands, like 1;: —_
| & battle-scarred sentinel, guarding the B =
r !cnt.rancc of the bay. Beyond Kdge- ﬁ‘q SE e
‘comb, the mighty waste of Pacific's - (o]
|waters, lashed to fury by the gale, - g -&':
|stretehes away and away to the hori- =t Tl
Tt
zon’s edge. N Q@ &\
Such were my surroundings on 2 %’ e
the day of the late econgression- fr— - o
|al convention—somewhat different ¢ j?( L 1;
! from those of a fushionable watering ' o o
| iplace, in the balmy days of a Wiscon= - T > 5
s 8in autumn, two years ago. et E f;_' =
& ( -
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BARANOFF CASTLE.

My neAr KeseaLy: Lieutenant
Fred, Behwatka, and Rubagali Seid-
more, each somewhat noted for the
exuberance of their Alaskan fancies,
have seid-more in their graceful and
eloguent prose, about our Castle Ghosts
than I shall be able to do with the tin-
kling eymbals of my dde rhyuies,
But T am so sure that tHo*ruin is well
appuinted without a ghost or two, and
g0 desirous that onr ghosts shall not go
down into the charnel hoyse of forget-
fulness, that I yield to the temptation
of aftempting their t‘:n-hrre:»tirn; by
sending you what follows™t be em-
balmed in the time-defying columns
of THE ALASKAN,; or cremated in your
office stove.

I feel certain that no respectable
ghost could rest easy undereither aff-
liction.

I know that nearly every ruined
Castle on the Rhine keeps a ghost or
two in stock, and we who are livingon
the very »ind of American civilization,
should not be outdone in that regard.

Seriously, our Castle is a rough jew-
el in an antique setting, and it is with
a feeling of almost persongl pain, that
I note, day after day, increasing sigus
of its ultimate obliteration.

Impressed with the belief that un-
less something be speedily done to-
ward preserving it, ‘that it will meet
the inevitable fate ofall mutable things,
I believe it to be & kind of duty to res-
cue from oblivion any legends about
this venerable pile, and hand them
down, however rudely fashioned, ho-
ping that at the last, they shall be
clothed anew, and made hmmortal by
the genius of some weird pdinter, com-
ing after we are gone.

Truly yours,
HENRT #9 A YDOoN.
SI1TKA, ALASKA, March 14, 1885.

THE LEGEND.
" "
Oh ! Castle, grim and hoary,
Shorn of every pristine glory,
You will live in song and story
Though thy splendors all have town.
While the sad sea winds are singing
And the ocean surge up-=springing
I'ts briny tears are flinging
At thy feet, with solemn moan.
II.
Lo! I cateh the silver gleaming
Of the sunset gontly beaming,
As il there were soma meaning
3orne to thee from out the West:
Do departed sons and danghters
Talk with the= across the waters?
Does the Russian faith they brought
s,
Bring sweet pence for thine unrest?
111.
I'n the stormy, wintry weather,
When the shades of evéning gather,
Aud the dusky raven feather
Of the black night, quickly fulls.
In the cold and bleak December,
Do phantoms, tall and slender,
Haunt the places they remember
In thy now deserted halls?

o)

IV,
Do they come in silks broeaded,
Full blown flowers and buds unma-
ted,
Maids and matrons all translated
From the silent, shadowy land;
With their lords and loves beside
them,
So that none may dare deride them
If by day the world desceried thems
Dancing with that ghostly band?
V. ?
List ! T hear the musie swelling
From this gaunt and ghastly dwell-
ing,
Aud the dancing waves are telling
A strange story of the past,
The birds fly low to listeny
And the islands seen to glisten,
And a weird, uneanny chrism
Above all seems IJ\'L‘I‘I':I.'_:[,
V1.
In the days now long depirted,
Two young lovers, teniler hearted,
Whaose bark of life had started
Without heed of time and tide,
Kept their trysting in the Castle,
Each to each a willing vassal, .

While the elder folk held wassail,
They wandered, side by side.

V1L

When the stormy winds were erying,
And the ocean spray was flying,

And the wild birds were replying
To the thunders of the sea;
Bound by love's immortal tether,
What caved they for wind and
weather ?
Sunshine always when together—
Pledged to truth and constancy.
VIIL
#he was the high born danghter
Of a Prince across the water,
And her watehful father brought
her
To this far off northern land.
But sweet fute had overtook her,
Lowve, though blind, could not o'er-
look her,
Aud if all the world forsook lier
She still owned her heart and hand,
IX.
And she gave both of them gladly,
For she loved her lover madly,
And she never thought how sadly
Could a love so pure and true
Be the cause of their undoing—
Bring the curse of awful ruin;
Or, that murder, pale, was brewing
For them—rosemary and rue,
X.
He was young and fair, and stately,
And he bore himself sedately
With a native grace, which greatly
Added to his noble mind.
No princely race had borne him;
No ancestral name hung o'er him;
With his future all before him—
What cared he for days behind ?
|




X1,
And l:e_lri_\;g‘n] the Prinee's gaugilwr.

. N e & r - - -
And not knowing fear, he soiughi

her.
Like the tide of occan water
Rose the tide of love in him.
When their happy troth was plighted
And their red, warm lips united,
Like a hero newly knighted,
With life's glass filled to the brim;
Xir
He felt pledged to high endeavor,
Which no time nor change could
sever;
Like the Northern star, forever
Would her love shine as his guide.
Sung in song, and told in story,
Queen of Court, and eamp, aud foray,
Of his life the crowning glory,
What ill fortune could betide ?

XIII.

And no thought of dire disaster
Made his pulses beat the fuster,
When his haughty Russian master
Cume to him one fateful day;
And ordered quick repairing
For a wissiou full of daring,
With someother brave hearts sharing
From the warships in the bay.
Xiv.
Oune long kiss an sweet lips, saintly,
Some fond words spoken, faintly;
For he loved the Princess quaintly,
As men love some far bright star,
No cownplaint nor murmur making,
With his true heart almost breaking,
Sad and tender love-leave taking,
For the glory of the Czar.
XV.
' Oh!my love, do not forestall me,
For whatever may befall me
I shall hear your sweet voice call me
Through the intervening space;
I shall feel your whitearms elinging,
And the tears, which now are
springing,
Are like priceless jewels flinging
A new spleudor on thy face,
5 XVI.
“Wherever fute may send me,
Your sweet love its strength shall
lend me,
And Dame Fortune will befriend me
Surely bringing safe return.
And wheresoc’er I wander,
Neither time nor change can sunder
Those true ties which grow the
full&l{_'l',
While the lamp of life shall burn.
XVIIL.
“Though I sail for seas uncharted,
All the days that we are parted,

(Like this one on whicl I started),
"Neath these dreary Northern skies;
Shall be ballowed days and tender
With one blest thing to remember—
The nights lit by the splendor
Of the love light in your eyes. '’

= L] * *

With love’s sad and strong per-
sistence
And gentle, sweet insistence,
She gazed across the distance
From the (astle's rocky steep;
While beyond the sunset’s gloaming
From the wild wayes crested foaming
Came a weird, uneanny moaning,
Like souls erying from the deep.

XVIIT. s J

XIX,
And thedays passed slow and dreary,
And the months were long and

weary,

And s year went by, un-cheery,
And no token nor a sign

Came by word, or ship, or letter,

To make the drear days better:

And love's changeful, fateful fetter
Had grown weak by lapse of time.

EX.

And a Prince made sweet confession;

At her feet, with proud concession,

Laid his beart, and each possession

Of a noble, lordly race.

And her plighted troth forgetting,
Neither earing, nor regrettin =,
With a fiekle nature letting

Him usurp another’s place.

XXI.
And the wedding night came low-
ering
With dismal, dark elouds glowering,
And rain and sleet downpou ring,
And wild winds mountain born,
The sea, like one forsaking
A lost love, was madly breaking, |
And the Castle rudely shaking
In the tumult of the storm.

XXII,

But within was light and splendor,

And bravemen and maidensslender,

And sweet things to remember
Fora bappy, bridal time;

While outside, grim Death was

stalking,

To the waves and mountains talking,

Toward the Castle swiltly walking
For two vietims in their prime.

XXTIT,
And he eame, a guest unbidden,
By pall and grave clothes hidden,
And his eold hands laid unehidden
On the shoulders of the bride :
“Lo! my love, long have I waited,
And I come at last belated;
By death we two are fated
To walk the darlsome valley, side by
side. ?
XXIV,
‘With bis storm-torn brain benighted,
Past the shuddering guests aff-
righted,
Strode that form which onee
lighted
In manly, courteons grace,
For no eaunse Stnp'l or staid he
Tl be stood before the Lady,—
Then in hollow accents said he:
*Now, I greet thee face to face !

de- %'




XXV,
“From this cold world's dreary
prison,
By a purple dire baptism,
Bhall our ransomed souls arisen
From their tenements of clay;
Find some place where is no sorrow
And no parting on the morrow,
Where love eannot lend nor borrow,
But keeps its own alway,

: XXVI.
* And the promise yon have spoken
In the past shall not be broken;
And I seal it with this token.—
Sign it with this dagger thrust,
We shall nevermore be parted,
But forever single hearted
The blood, thiz sharp blade started,
Shall cement united dust,
XXVIL
Then the dagger pierced her bosom,
And his own life’s cord did loosen,
And he fell beside his ¢hosen
On the polished cedar floor.
While, witheut, the wild waves
wailing,
Were like mountain demons hailing
To phantom vessels sailing
Far beyond the rocky shore.
XXVIIL
The slow, lapsing years are flitting
Round the Castle grimly sitting
Like a yellow old crone imiuilzg
With the sombre yarn of fate.
All bereft of sons and daughters,
Looking out across the waters
Toward the far off land which
brought us
Such a tale of love and hate.

XXIX.

But if any heart undaunted

By Castle’s horror haunted,

Dare to brave your walls enchanted
At this murder's trysting time,

Lo the Lady and her lover,

Where the darkest shadows hover,

Will their ghastly forms uncover
"Till the morning watehes ehime,

The Alaskan

Entered at the Postoffice, Sitka, Alaska, as e
ond-class Mail Maiter.
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Archbishop Vladimir, of the Greeco-
| Russian Church, who is making a teur
| of inspection of all the Greek Churches |

in the United States, was a passenger
by the Ancon to Bitka. He was ac-,
companied by Father Donskoy who |
returned from a two weeks' 'visit tol
Juneau. Special and largely attended
services were held in the Cathedral on
Wednesday and Thursday, at which
the Archbishop officiated ; preaching
a sermon in English on the evening of
the last named day. It is understood
that several improvements will be
made in the Cathedral and that the
Archbishop has directed that a chapel
be erected at Killisnoo and a priest ap-
pointed to minister to the spiritual
welfare of the nalives in  that village
{and the vicinity? The Archbishop,
who returned on the same steamer,
took with him four boys, members of
Russian families of this town, who
will be educated in San Francisco by
the chureh.

One of our citizens who is well and
favorably known here and whose ve-
racity is unquestioned, eontributes the
subjoined account of a visit to the old
home of the Baranoffs :

“ Last Saturday, Nov. 24th, T pald
my first visit to Baranoff Castle. As
usual, the weather was rather rainy
and dismal, I first went into the ball-
sroom and with my back to the door,
was looking at the decorations in the
window left there from the last ball.
Suddenly, a sound of something in
motion attracted my attention; turn-
ing, I heard a noise as if of a man with
heavy shoes on ascending the first
1flight of stairs. I immediately went to
the foot of the stairway and continued
to hear the noise, this time as if it
were on the second flight, and still on
it seemed to go upward until it reached
the roof, when it ceased. I then went
up-stairs and searched every room, but
could find nothing in the shape of a
human being. Subsequently I contin-
ued my search to the very fop of the
building and still could find no one.

I do not believe in ghosts, but I can-
not imagine what caused the noise.
Some one might sugzest ** Rats ;' if

'|this be the case, the rodent in question
must have weighed about 150 pounds,
‘| T believe that on the oeceasion of the

ball of the Boys in Blue, the man on

'| wateh heard noises during the night,

but what I heard was in the afternoon,
about 2 o'clock.—Yours truly,
‘AMERICA
P. 8. T have never had ‘the snakes. "
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Majorn JOHN TWEEDALE, AssisTANT CHiErF, RECORD AND PEnsion OFricE,
UNITED STATES ARNY, War DEPARTMENT.

RECORD AND PENSION OFFICE,

WAR DEPARTMENT,

WASHINGTON, D. C.

August 7,1899.
My dear Sir:
| i I got back to Washington on the 2lst of
last month, and the business upon which I went
to Alaska has turned out so satisfactorily
that I wish to express to you my sincere thanks
i for the very efficient aid you rendered me
! a;;;;;;_Government’at Skaguay in July last.
Hoping that the acquaintance that we made
then will ¥ong continue and that I may be able

4 ' to serve you sometime, and with kind regards

/// | to yourself end Judge Johnson, I am,

Very truly ydurg, (ﬁ "
[ 2 Ve 5 /1 / I' / -
U . SoA-

George Kostrometinoff, Esq.,

Sitka, Alaska.
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Mr. John M ("nknun 'mﬂ Miss z | y 7 I
Z ; ’I '\nFm Kostro1 nz,fnmﬁ' Were mar-| |

in Seattle, Wash. ‘on the|

& Al | third day ofSSNovember: The et M?/w‘f
! -Inum 1s the Exeentive officer of I

the Tk S :'i_ ledmx«. and thai

bride is the zhter of Mriand ||
ff%‘\M . George KostrometinofEBt | hews——— : i

this place. Their many M#&

//a—z-)?, 9— in the Northland send ._-"n::l'g'
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MRS. COLEMAN RETURNS

Vf BES e d NORTH ON JEFFERSON :

Mrs. J. M. Coleman, who before her |
marriage recently to Lieutenant Cole-
man was Miss Anna Kostrometinoff of|
- Sitka, arrived last night from Heattle,
7 ir«-turning to her home in Sitka-after a |

Arzov Les |trip below. Lieuténant (.oleman willy 2. |
] return north later. : .
tf;, . ,_,Mq Mrs, Coleman is a daqghter of George |
Kostrometinoff, pioncer of Sitka and’\(M W"
| enstodian of the Russian ehureh. |
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JUNEAU, ALASKA,

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 1911.

COLEMAN- KOSTTROMINOFF
Announcements of the marringe of
Mr, John Coleman and Miss Anna
Kostrominoff, both of Sitka, arrived
from Seattle in the last mail.
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1. Haganyah o6uielisaro xus, BD CYBBOTY 24-ro CEHTABPA, oOurefinoe TOPKECTRO RAYHHALTCH
SAYVIOKOIIOI JMUTYPTIER no Bebars npesie NOYHBIINNE OTIHAME H (paTiAMB, NPHHAICEKABIIMME KOI/a-
au60 ¥p Azeyrcxoii Enapxin, saunave me 1o Mucciomepass, mOTPyAMBIIEMCA 31Ech ¢h HEPBHXD JHeH
ocuosania Ipasocaapmoit Ilepken, umenno: Emicronb Ioacadh, wnord Iepmanh, IOsemarim, Ada-
pacin, Oeodurb; Upeocssumennuys: Wamorenrin, Ilerph, ITasab, Ioacadph, Hecroph u apyrams
rpyuusays, 1locadb amryprin nwbers OHTH OTCAVKEHA TOPKECTBEHHO NAHHXMIA, NPH UMD, €CIH NO-
rojga OvViers Xopomasd, PeEOMeHAYeTCH BCeMY JYXOBEHCTBY Enapxin cxbaars aro ma KIAJJBHITAXD, wia
¢p KPECTHHMD XOA0MD Tvia H o6paTHO. |

2. Bs cy(0oTy BeYepoM® OTCIVEHTH TOpaecTseHHO BCEMONIHOE BJABHIE (b OCBIUIEHIEMD XJABBOBD,
BEIUTAHIEWD UPENOJLOBHOMY CEPITI0 m EIEOHOMABAHIEMD, npH STOME CBANEHHAHKS PASIaeTh HAPOXLY
KPECTHEM m MKOHEN, & rpaMOTHRMB-—OPONIIOPH PEeTUrio3HO-HPABCTBEHHATO COJXEPEKAHIA M WPeHMy-
mecTBenno Opomwpy moxb sariasiems ,JRuwsapr Bazaamcraro momaxa I'epMama, aMepHEAHCKATO MHC- |

ciomepa.”

3. Be cammit jens npenoxodnaro Cepria, 25-ro Cearalpa, TOPEECTBO HAYATL BOJOOCBIIIEAIEMS,
a sarbyn, M0 copepumienid IUTYPITH m MOJEBHATO IBHIA, cxbiars KPECTHEIE X01B BOKDYI's IEPEBH, a "
npu GraroNpiATHHXS YCAOBIANG, H BOEPYPH CeJXemifd HA HCTOYNHEH, ¢b OKPOIIENIEMTD CB. BOJOKD J0- |
MORT NPEXOEHAEH, KOTOPHe Nomeratn 6 aroro. Sa IuTypriell CBAIEHANEH JOJNEHH CEABATH NPHIHY-
j0e cayuap CI0B0 ma MLeTHRXD HApBUiAXE. |

4 Beuepoms B5 TOTH jJenn, mocah Topmecrrennoft sevepun u araducra Cmacurerwo, cobpats b~
Tell BB MROAY H OSHAROMHTH HX'B CO CMHCJIOME COBEDIIEHHATO NPAasIHECTBA, & BB HAMATH 06 STOME |
cOOHTIH PA3IaTh HME 10 dE3eMIaApy Epanresia Ha pycckoMs ASHED M EaTHXH3HCA HA RIEYTCROMD, WIH
HHOMB KaroMb MheTHOMEB mHaphuin, )

5. OQcrarpana moapoGHOCTH aToro xbia, Kak®-T0: yEpamenie meprsefl M IMEOXB, O3HAMEHOBAHie
npasjuecTBa MOKEPTBOBAHIAMH HA OJArOTBOPHTEIBNEA JXhaa, yerpoeHie MAMATHHEOBH, OCOOEHHO Hg
MOTHIAXD NEPBHXE MHCCIOHCPOBS M T. IL, IPEJACTABIAIOTCH, COIIACHO MECTHHME YCIOBiAME, 3a60TaMB
UPHYTOBG, HEPKOBHHXE CTADOCTE M IPHXO0KAHD,



Election Form 12—1008. Sec. 5, Subd. 2. Par. 3. Del. Act.

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT TO JUDGES OF ELECTION

LKA, ALASKA

KA, ALASKP
SERURe RS, S H B UE B W oo WU on U S B G S
You are hereby notified that pursuant to an Act of Congress entitled “*An Act Providing for the election
of a Delegate to the House of Representatives from the Territorry of Alaska,” I have this day, by order duly

made and entered, appointed you a judge of election in and fol the’ 23 £ 2 =P AP ERL A Voting Precinct or pre-

cinet No.. \ , of nm_l_l—‘ﬂ}. ) _..Iﬁ/mwﬁ ....... Recording District.
.\NW\‘.“&QM\ o el Q\Qr&l‘\. e, w::_ b r\“; .....................

The polling place Ha,_u|x>¢}r>mx\mJ ........ Voting Precinct is at m) ﬁdl*A\P-)_.l}mxb

.................................... _ = \\%&n\\h\.ﬁﬂ The polls must be opened at 8 A. M. and closed
at 7T P. M. on Election Day, August +=th, ‘ 366,

The oath of office and instructions will be forwarded to the polling place with election stationery, ete.

The other judges of election are
L]

You will at once consult with the other Jjudges, and with them arrange for and provide, at such polling place, a
suitable place for holding the election, and also proyide a ballot box, the expense of such building not to exceed
$10.00. As sgon as this is done, you will fill oat the enclosed blank and return the same to me. In any

Y & T Y
event; this slip pfoperly filled out must be veturned furthwith.

Recording District,
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my wife, Mary

e hers absoluiel
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“1 give, dey
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tppoint the sald Mary W, Harrlman 1o
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forever, and | do hereh
he executrix of this will.”

liarrimnn,

|

L e el

S YR e

AT~
—ti]

=fFe







A

R e T P ——




Ulnited Diafes De

nafe,

WASHINGTON, D, C.,
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THE accompanying half tone is from a photograph taken this summer on the summit of White Pass
by Rev. E. M. Randall. The line at this point intersects a village, one half being under the Stars

and Stripes and the other under the British flag., The houses on which the rival flags are raised are
private homes and have no official standing.
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OFFICIAL DIREGTORY OF
ALASKA.

DISTRICT GOVERNMWENT,
Governor—John G. Brady: Private Secre-
tary, M= Gertrude Knupp.
171, 5, Judge—C, S Johiison
7. 8, Alturney—Robert A, Friedrieh.
Assisiant U, 8, Attorney—Alfred d, Daly,
Distriet Cleig—Albert . Ellfot.
Depuly Clerk—Joseph I, Rogeva.
1. S. Marshal—d, M. Shoup.
Court Interpreter-George Kostrometinof,

Commissioners—€ W. Tuttle, Sitka; Nors
man B, Maleoln. Juneau: I P Pustin Ft,
Wraneel: L. R, Wocdwatd, Unndaska;Philllp
Gallnher, Kodlak: C.A |brede, Dyea; W.
J. Jones, Cirele City; Chas, Mglsham, Unga;
Lennox B Shepard, St Midhaels, Sol Ri-
pinsky, Halnes Misslon; A, P Swineford,
Kachikan:; W. A. Kelly, sitka,

Deputy Marshals—W, H, MeNair, Sitha;
W, S, Etaley, Jonean: Wm. Do Grant,
MWrangel? 'R, Y. Rtreet, Douglas; Edward
(", Hinsey, Kodink; Lewis L. Bowers, Unga;
Tames . 1Mane, Unolnska; and Josins M.
Tunner, Dyeas ¢ L. Vawter, St Michaels
. M. Canton, Cirele City.

5, LAND QFFLCERS
Burveyor Generul—W,. L. st
Hogisier—aain® W, Dudley, Sitka
Hecetver—A, JOApperson, uu

DEPARTMENT OF AGRIUULTURE,
Npecinl Ageut—C, U, Goorgeson,
BUREAU OF EDUCATION.
Arent—sncldonJdackson,
Assistant Agent—Willkam Harlion,
sSuperintendent of Schools—W., A, Kelly

INTERNAL REVENUE.,

beputy Collector—IH. E. Battlu, Skagway

PUST OFFICE.
Postinaster ntSitka—Mrs. A, M., Archuug-
elsky.

CUSTOMS OrFICEIRS.
Collector—l. W, Ivey.
Spocinl Deputy=W. P. McBride.
Deputy Collector—W. D. MceNalr, Sitka,
Stenogrupher . K. MeNair, Sitka.

Deputy  Colleetors—Jolin M. Toenney,
Tuneuu ; J. H. Cunsten, Writigel; Jubhn
3 Mary Istand: Claud B. Canpon
Kodink; Frederlek Sargenl, Karluk: J. F.
slunott, Ukga:; W, Gauntlet Usalusks:
., T. Haleh St Micowssls; Chas, Bwith,
Girele Cily ;. Atlen J. Wulker, Divea; (4 A
Waggoner, W hite Pase: Julin Goodell, Urca
G, L, Audrows, Skagway,
Inspectors Aflon'—Angu!l  Fleming, 0.1
Lalrd W. I', Thowmas,

OFFICER U. 5, MARINE CORPE,

Cupt. Jos. H, Pendleton, Commading.
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