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DEDICATION
To my beleved wife, Leola
and |
To my two dear sons, Warren ang Allan;;i!{ L
‘Ta those who. have cared and who hmre m&e ngy nfe .;

80 very muoh'wnrth 1iving and so full of Joy end

happ*nass, I dodiocate. thess jottings from.Memory'é
storehouse of incidants and happenings that have
been a part of the experiencas of my Iife, and in
which they ha?e had so large a part,

i itk all my love and affection,

. _ At Los ingeles, Californis
L Jovember 25, 1943 -







iz a kindly little fair;r, is’ ﬁamry, ons of God's mcat precmus and priseeleas

~.’»~a ‘ta mankind, .
This little fairy has been most kind to me, and some of the t}xings 'bhat she
hﬁs from time o time reminded me of, I have tried to sst down herein, haping t}zaf
. '&hay may perhaps prove ol some interest to those whos very 'neé.r and degﬁ* to wms,
‘have had a large part in many of the inuideni’:s relateds
| If what I have set domx ahe.ll prove to be of interest, and if it sha.ll perhaps
sven csuse these vho read te read again, and perhaps yet again, then, i:ndeed, ‘I
: shall bg more than repaid for any time and eﬁ'ort put forth in the yxaparation of
these Memories, I he.ve enjoyed the task, and al‘ahnug,h it has not been well dons,
I hope that it will xw’c prove disappointing to those who may reads -

And please do no*b say: "Why did he not rewrite this page or that page?“ e
yeu oould know juai: hew many pages have been rewritten, sometimes again and agaln,

you would not be too ofi‘cical, I an sure.

<«
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i#trmiae that as she reads she will find some of her own plaasant.msmoriea ﬁoming

., i)a.ck to her. I hope that this will be truae,

I have not sttempted to follew any sort of chronological sequence in jobtiing

“+ down these memoriss, but have taxen them from hither and yon just az memory has

sesr Tit to bring them to me,

I
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I APPEAR UPOR THE SCHRE

»”

,',-x'n There,

'ﬁa'rtly after my birth my porents moved to Chicazo, where “’bhny lived for *bhz;ee
ur yeara. They 'chen moved’ to the little village of Pulaski ’ Ohio, whara grand-»
ar. James bhorthi.ll was living, with his daughter Jane whe was,. I bolicve. unmar- :
de We all lived in the same house, which belonged to grandfather Shorthilla

| HOVING TO KANSAS -

In the early s;)ri.ng, of 1875 father, uncle Stlmrt'and gmndé’ather Shorthill lefd
Pulaski and went to Wakeensy, Eansas, which was on the lins of the Union Pacific raile
I.J‘I.,roaé, then r}‘ec@ntlyhbuil‘b tk&ough that part of the country. ¥Father and uncle Stuart
ook up hozzwsteads and timber claima, under the Soldiers' Homashead Ach, Theii' lands
 Were locatad some six miles norih of Wekeeney, TFather's laﬁﬂs wers traversed by the.
. $aline Eiver -- usually a very small stream, but in times of heavy rains 1t was raally

a river for a few days,

In the early summer of 1878 the two brothers sent for their i‘a:nilics, and mdther,
Libbia, my little brother James and I, together with aunt Mary and her two dng;hter.s,
¥innie and Eéi‘ldred, took the train at Bryan, Chio, and set off on the great adventure
to the new land wkhere our future homes were to baey Ye had an uneventful triv; ex-
.capt that in Chieago I hau the great misfortune to loge all of my money -~ the mmi-
ficent sum of eleven cen'hs; That was ny first experience in "going broke.

The train conductor had quite a dispute with mother about my right to travel

without =& ticket, but sﬁo, with the aid of the colenization agent " of the .

"Acoording to the birth records in the old i‘amily Bible which bslonged to my good
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Uﬁi&m Pacific Railway Company, won the argument. The conductor threatened to put me
’off the train. Appafently he wanted to class me as a "bum,"”

a '_ . We arrived in tlakeeney early on a bright, warm swmer morning, and we children
.. a wore thrilled with the sight of the broad prairies and the new town, Father and
unoie Stuart met us at the depot with a big lumber wagon drawn by two good oxen,

‘ glmr 'bu‘k sure, as we soon found out, ¥#ith our trunks and other bag@!ﬁ’ loaded on

gy out to our homestead. The oxen walked with great deliberation the whole

iles, whieh took us about three hours. All the way was a dontinuous joy to the

S’hers, as we went down into "draws" and up over low hllls, across Big Creek ==

: We orossed the Saline River half a mile south of our homestead, and soon we were
in front of the sod house in which we were to live, The sarth had been plowed in

i-l'furrows about & foot wide and soms three inches deaé, and then the scd had been taken
v‘:.””up and laid row on row, like bricks, to form the walls of the house, This made a very
* warm house. The floor was of wood, and the roof was boarded over and covered with
tar paper, as I recall it, There was only ome room, which served for all purposes,
Another building had been erected, also of sod, without any floor other than the good
ground, which served to house soms of us and also‘ as a storage place for cur trunks,
and other belongingse Both families lived on our homestead for several momths umtil
uncle Stuart had time to put up his own sod house, a half mile east of ours,

The first summsr passed quickly, with the work of planting and caring for the

wheat aﬁd corn and the vegetables. We had no fresh meats except such as we could
-'kill ~=- rabbits, ducks, plover, meadow larks, blackbirds, snipe, etec, The smaller
birds were madse into stews, and they tasted very fine indeed, Omce or twice we

woere fortunate In receiving a plece of antelope meat from some mkk neighboring set-
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tler, but after the first summer the droves of antelope were seldom seen, They were
frightened away and sought more friendly localities farther west,

ne }*s.& taken with us from Pulaski & number of fine home-gmoked hamg, and these

were zost delicious - until the flies got at them, and then on§ day it was discovered

— —that-they- werefwlrsry -maeh" a—liver.—L~Iwre call -very -vividly these hams being laid- outon— —
some boards in front of the house, and father, mother, unole Stuart and sunt ary all
vigorously ou‘hting snd scraping away the little white worms (familisrly but not &f--
fectionntely culled maggots) which Infested the hamse When this work had been done
the hams were ew;entually eaten, and I do not recall that we let the memory of the
claaning process interfere with our enjoyment of the sliced hame

We lived very meagerly thet first year, sometimes having scarcely anyfking. to
eate We had shipped out from Pulaski some bran and chop feed for the oxen end the one
cow that we had, but at times we had %o use some of the chop feed ourselves_,‘me}ther
making largs paﬁ&akes the full size of the griddle, oub of this feed. »Me’char never
forget that expariaxzea, and Iong years afterward she would reeall those hard days and
tell how the hszl}.s m‘? the chop feed smtched her thrmt_s_.

We hs.d sm chickens and sold nearly all of the egge in tom ta help bu;f the few
things uhﬁt we aotuany needed. The cream from thq-‘mil‘k fron eur one cow was care=
ully I:ept and churned into butter, and this, too, with the e:éccptiun lof." just one cupe

~ ful of butter from esch churning, was taken to town and treded fer sugar or some‘ch'ing .

else we needed, The one cupful of butter was kept for possible “compeny" that might .

visit us; ath‘ez;wise' we had it as‘a spacial treat for our Sumday dinners,

Before the first seagon ended uncle Stuart hsd built a small house on his homse
stead, and thére he and aunt ¥ary and Minnle and mmr;d lived until he later on built
& much larger house about half a mile fambher aast,

When winter came slong we were pretty well shut'in by _‘ the{\ggld. Trips to tom

BN




(4)

were infrequent, and made only when absolutely necessarys. Father and I spent many
pleasant hours together playing dominoes, He made sleds for Libble and mo and when

the weethsr was not too cold we two would go out and try to coast, but it was not

much of & success, and a good deal of work, It served to keep us busy, however,

é grandfather Shorthill was a jolly old Irislman, and looked the part, We enw-

§ joyed having him with us, btut in late 1879 he returned to Pulaski, and he passed

§ away there on February 28, 1880. His wife had passed away there in 1873, I am

:é sure she mbst have been a very fine woman, for she and her husband certainly raised
a very fine family.

g EAPLY RECOLLECTIONS

| #hat seerms to me to be my earliest recollsetion ig thet of one day coning home
! fram Bryan in the winter time. Father was driving and mother and I were with him
% in a single-seated cutter, drawn by a ratker fast trotiing horse, After we arrived

home, I seem to recall that aunt Jane gave me a bowl of bread and milk, which I

greatly enjoyedes

There are many other early recollections, such as playing games with my cousins
kinnie and Mildred, end oftentimes, too, their friend Virginia Carroll joined us in
play, as did also the two Culbertson boys, Cal Perkins, Harry Kelly, Sem Hisey, and

others,

I distinctly reeall the presidential campeign of 1876, as I used to run up and
down the street in fromt of our houss, loudly shouting: "Hurreh for Hayes and %heelere."
They were the two Republican eandidates for president ax;d vice-president, respectivelye.
Ky fether was a delegate to the Ohioc state convention of the Republiocan party, and -
' felt rather proud that he had helped to nominate Heyes and Wheeler, who were duly
elscted,

There wae o famﬁ.ly living near us, named Perkins, Their son Cal and I were

great chums, He was a little clder then I, They hed a large epple orchard on thair

place, end Cal and I used to amuse ourselves by sampling all the different kinds of
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ﬂb | gpples. There was one russet apple iree near their barn, which stood on a little
bl --‘nounﬁ gf ee.rth end I heve mever forgotten those wonderful russet apples. Um-m-mi
,ﬁﬁ7;ﬂi,,m_ﬁ_,l;.;,.;,i,, X, SRR WERE U T T T o

On the other side of us there lived a family named Richardse They had a daughter
Iuella Reed, Richards was her step-father, luella and I fell desperately in
and when the time came for mother and the rest of us to go to. Kansaé., iaalla

‘I were almost heartbroken, We were shipping some chickeng to Kansas, in 'crates,

d-Rickards suggested that they put Luells and me in with the ciﬁokena;._‘lf the crates

i . ad been large enough I think we would have been willing to have been put in with them. -

@lla and I corresponded for years. In fact, I think that my eorregpondence with

e or had much to do érit_h my becoming fond of &%r_iting_ lattors -- espécially‘ to girls,
!;g : Aoross the valleir from our home in Pulaski lived a family named Culbertson. They
& had two boys and one girl, They lived at the top of & long hill, which extended down
21 into the valley a quarter of a mile or more, It was great fun in the wintsr time to
‘é;( | coast down the long hill. The exercise of walking back ;zp the hill certainly helped .
b our aépetites. ' | |

Domm in the valley there was a large ares covered with many kinds of trees, in-
i i.»csluding black walnut, butternut, acorn, hazel, beech, sycamore, pig ecorn, and many
T - others. In the fall of the year a erowd of us would get some sacks and go "nutting" )
T . for an afternoon, trudging home loaded down with a great assortment of nuts. ';iaving
E'. , gathérod the nuts ourselves and carried them home, they seemsed to taste a little bet-

ter than would otherwise have been the @ase,
In the winters when the roads and streets wore covered with hard-packed snow,

| we younpsters used to have great fun hitch.{ng; cmr sleds on behind a ocutter or a hbob-

sled and taking fine rides. Of course we would have & long walk back, but ‘I do net



it/ of the house. I can see it new, standing there in all its blue besutys I wim-
+ is still there, I should like to go and seo, and if it should be thers,

6y it would look up at me and says "Well, old fellow, it hus been many, many

¢8 since I last saw you, then a little lad, and now here we are again, You have
yelled far and seen many places, but I have stayed hers by the gate, waiting for

u to return, I kmew you would." Well, who knows? Maybe I shall return there
#i&mﬁ deyy. But the BEluebell and I will be the only ones who will know about that

eting, and we shall whisper softly so as not to disturb anyone.
My grandfather Shorthill had a little grist mlll in Pulaski, and used to grind

‘ “the wheat and other grains for the farmerse I delighted to wander through this

11, sating the julcy wheat kernelas and getting all covered with the flour dust,
“tand watehing the great grindstones, or millstones, as they turned and turned, grind-
R '»':;iﬁg the wheat into flour. This mill was run by a water wheel which was turmed by

. water that came a mile or more through a ditch, or "Bace" as we called it, that led
from a lake, We used to fish in the lake, and sometimes even eaught a lazy catflsh
in the race. I remember that one day Harry' Culbertson and I were walking along the
bank of the race, occasionally throwling cur lines inte it, and finally Harry KRooked
something that ceme up rather heavy, and when he got it to the surface, lo and be-
hold, he had caught an old boot., We landed it, and what was our astonishment to

find & big catfish in it. We were quits as surprised as the fish was, I think,
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iots of f\m;f' at school in those early days. Samstimes after a heaﬁ rain,

lér boys would take the little fellows up on their backs and give them rides
a the gchOOl yard, through all the pools of water, and somtimesgr too, they

;o mistake (1) of lotting a little ohap fall into & pool} Dub it was

g8

ow

2

1 he i‘nig 'boys would tie several sleds together, load them with the little
| éﬁ ien glve them a ride #11. ar-éu‘nd thg school groﬁnds, of vourse _alga_zjs sve.ez.k-;

5\5 : i__hé. rqug:heat -spd:s 3 but we lﬁstlé tads enjoyed showing them that g@_ _eould_..

ﬁI the sleds no matter how rough 'bha. course night be,’

"Z o I have always retaingd Qne; t;npleasa;rt memoxy of those early school days in Pie. ?
J Bki. The teacher used to let the little tots out esrlier thaﬁ the oldef ones é‘b »
%I 285 times. On one of ,these.occasiens geveral..of us lgds got busy on a;‘ontest to

@ who could stay on top of the fence the longest time, The fencs had a.boar_d_
ut five inches wide, 1'ai.d. flat along the tops of the posta. This, of course, was
most tempting runwey for ventmes&ne youngsters, We all tried to win at this gams,
ch tﬁking kis turn at walking the top board. Suddenly wé wore summoned into the
hool house, and the teacher reminded us that .she had positively forbidden an;yone‘
$rying to walk that top board. Well, we kids promptly asserted that we had no reécole
E lection of any such instructions, I do not suppose that this pleased the teacher |
very much; at any rate, she sent one of the oldér' boys outside to cut some willow
gwitches, This boy and I were not on good terms, and I have always felt sure that
ke took particular pains to select switches that were good and hsavy., Ths teacher.
took the switches and procesded to give each of us & tamnming. I recall that I-. had

on knes pants, no stockings and no shoes. And when my turn eame to go up and
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"‘ing over, the teacher selscted my bare legs as the moat vulnarabla spo'!:
- pr e&yd with gustos I lmmediately developed & hatred for her which I havo
“1ived down, 0f course I can now laugh abdut: it, but at the timw it was
{of a tragedy, for I had honestly told her that I did not mmmx- ha.vinz

& not to walk on the top of the fencs; and to be lambaasted for aaing am-
was & lot of fun, end which I did not remember having besn told ncrt; to do,

gretty card, with har naue insoribed om it. Ihis was on »y ast day srt Schoel.
stoPped me and told me that she had the card for me, but had left it at home, and
was hastening home to get it and bring it to the schoo.i to give t§ me. I thought
wes & mighty fine thing to do, and have always looked back upon it as one of the
sest things that happened in those early ‘daya. I kept the card for many years, and
ben would get it and look at 1t and think about that teacher. Somshow, gmoh to my
gret, the card became lost later oﬁ, probably at soﬁm time when we wers moving from
place to another., DBut the memory of 1t, and of the thoughtful teacher who‘ Zave
to me, Vhas' remained with me throughbut the YyORrs,

RELATIVES

.on & farm

¥y uncle Jacob Kslly lived/with his ramily goms three or four miles from Pulaski,
t was quite a large farm, and I always enjoyed a visit to ite I ecan still see t.ha |
farmhouse aﬁd the blg barn, and the watering trough for the horses, the oroqﬁe‘b growds,
and the mapy trees. There were quife & number of sugar maple trees on this farm, and
one winter day when I was there I had the pleasure of going with my uncle to gather.
the sap that had flowed into ﬁhe bucksts placed heside the traes. I graat.iy anjoyed

the ride on the bigz bobsled, and wasg kefmly interested in seeing how they tapped the
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ga’chered the gap for the maple suger.

Kelly WAS Ty OWD 476, and he and I had grtmt times together. ﬁis'brothers,

welcome when I visited them, and I was never mady to go home whan the time

e

Unole ‘Stuart was ea.p&;md by the "Rebs" and sent to Libby Prism whara Re was

pt a prisoner for s long time, being finally releassd under an,excha.ngs Aotprison-'
8. He used to tell of the terrible conditions in the prison camp and of the‘,‘naar-» .
'it'amai;ian:- of the prisonerss Fe sald that at one time the sommanding officeir in |
harge of the camp hed a fine, slesk bulldsg, The priscners ayed»t}iis"a.ﬁinml -mést.
aviously, and finally one day it just “disappeared” -- and & group of . the pxjisqn-
‘ers had a nice stew, Unsle Stuart said it was a wonderful stews Néons twéf knew
‘what became of the dog, of c.mrsé, and no prisoner did any boasting about the fine
‘meal he had en*oyad. | |

Xy f‘a»har cane out of the wer unwounded, but ke had contracted lung trouble,
from whiah he never fully reooverpd, his lungs bothering him more or less all his

lifs, After he hs.d been mustered out of the army he eonsulied three physiclans in

& Bryan, Ohlo, and they went over him thoroughly and then gave him tiae eheerful (7).

& R newe that in their opinion ha probably would not live more than a year,  That W#B in
b | the year 1865, and father was sao disguatad with their dimgnosis and ;aropheey t}mt ha
# Juet up and lived un’cll 1918,,‘ p;qasing, away at the age of aeventy-five YOars. :He never
+ from ’ohaﬂ; ds.y‘in 1‘665 until he died had & very high opizﬁion of the medicgi profasaien,

(arid used

[ SRS - . . . AN c e laee o e wmem e . - . - - P
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; igh'& in telling our family physioian in Tacoma, good old Dr. M. Y. Dodge, what

ha.d made of those three physiciens who had condemmed him to death at the end

?:e John kaidisill lived a few miles north of Pulagki, on a very :E;ina farm, He
ral large flower gardens snd a gresnhouse of extensive prqportiom, and he
zed in the best of flowers. I used to enjoy visiting there, looking over.
ower gardens and golng through the greenhouse., Of courss the flowers ho had
Vase "old fashioned"” unas; of which people seem never to tire., His v;ife. Tamar,
tne of father's sisterss. A fine women. They had one daughter, an only child,.
was a brunette, with very leng bair,v and was rather temperamental and inclined to
keop other folk in something of a quandary.,

Uncle John's place was a favorite one for the holding of Sunday School and other

f
4
4

, ;piéxiics. I recall with much pleasure a great swing he had placed on one of the highest
;i timbs of a very tall tree. We yaungstérs used to enjoy to the fullest swinging to and _
:_51_‘1‘0, up and down, going so high at times that we neemed to be standing on our heads,
,':.Sometimes we would turn the swing 'round and 'round and wind it up, then sit in it
" and begin to swing while 1t umwound. The result was a lot of fun and a very dizzy
head.
I have nevar: forgotten‘the gourds of various sizes which my aunt Tamar used for
drinking from and for dishing up soups, etc., using them in place of cups and large
spoons. It was a great satisfaction to dip up a big gouddful of cold water and.drink
from it, knowing that there was more water in the gourd then one could drink,
. My uncle 5id Gleason, whose wife was Keturah Shorthill (everyone called her Kate)-
with their two daughters, Bart}{a and Claire, lived in Bryan, whore they had a nice
home and he Lad a large hardware store. They were a fine fanlly, and I had many a

pleasant visit in that homs. Aunt XKate was in rather poor health most of the time,
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{ most kindly woman. They were all Presbyterians, I believe, ﬂar‘c}{a was y |

3. Glaire was a few years younger, and quite erratic,

3 )&a and Claire visited us in Kansas in 1886, I think it wee, and 'épént the

i T 1y with us and partly with wnele Stuart, sunt Mary, Mimmie and Mildred, .. -
Eti and I developed & very strong case of "couminly love” which lasted for seve -

8o Wo énjoyeﬁ any number of fine rides together on our ponies, and. attended
hborhoed parties, where kissing games were all the rage. I was rather bash-
ose days, but I belleve that I got my share of the kisgla.s;'-,.at léé.st~ I do

a1l ever having felt slighted in that regard. et e o
Wihen Bertila and Claire took ﬁhe{ train fm Wakeeney for: their hame In Brgan,

od on the platfornm and wept a whole .flood of tears, Well, in thoge ddysfﬂ"n fel-

Ldi.d not have a nice girl for a pal very much of the time, and Bertha certainly”

2 ;good pal and fine company. Ye corrasp;:nded for a long time, and, boy, iww we

d throw in the love and klsses in our letbers! Quite a good many of her letters.

e written on birch bark and mailed in envelopes of the ssme materials. I have often

ghed that I had kept some of those letters -- but perhaps it is as well that I did

t, for my good wife might have been a bit jemlous of them. Wives are quser that way.

SCHE RECOLLECTIONS OF WAKEENEY

: In this 1ittle town at that time there were some four or I’iie religious vdeﬁomi-

_fv.'ﬁ&tions -~ Methodists, Presbyterians, Catholics, Baptists, Camptjellites (are they the
same as Baptists?), and the things they said about each other ware simply scandalous,
as I }uow look back on those days. At the time, however, the situation was very |
gerious, for sach denomination felt certain that it was tha best cne and that ;all of
the others were doomed, or worse, The Hethodlsts were "agin'® eard playing and ‘danc-
ing and theatre going, and furthermore, they were against all the other &enomina’tipm.
And the Prssbyterians were against.all the other denominations, although they were
quits liberal as to card playing, dancing and theatre goinge. And .of course the Bap-

i —-$i8t8-and-the Catholics were-each of them very much-against-all denominations bub



()

’fha Presbyterians dlaimed that sprinkling was the proper method of baptism;
& were a blt more llberal, saying either aprinkling or immersion would doj
[gg had thelr own ldeas about it, while the Baptists simply stood for good old
nd nothing else; and anybody who did not agree was simply in for a mighty bad
ftere The good Bapblste juat knew 1t}

being ralsed in such an environment, religilously, or perhaps I shou;a say

QT

,

ok & great many years to bring me to realize that thers was & vast ambunt of
the menbers of each and every denomination, and that nome had a corner ;-:--;;w bolief
d his mercy, and that all of them were pretty fine rolk' after all, I‘imahu
my prejudices, I am glad to say, and I no longer spend much time oriticising
;ﬁho are not Methodlsts, For one thing, I have found that there are plenty of good
1sts who are still fair subjects for criticism if I wish to ind@gge in that rather

quaa‘kinmble pastime.

In this connection it is of interest to record that my good mother was an Episcoe
n in her younger days, but later left that denomination and joined the Methedists,

where sho felt that there was perhaps mors religious fervor snd less "formalism” than

ibhe Episcopal church at that time, I can readily understand her dislike of formali=
tisy, for I, too, have always felt the same about them. What feelings of davdi;i.én I have
; ' on entering an Episcopal church have seldom been deopened by the, to me, formmlitiss
ax}d repetitions which so often seenm qulte trite., Howsver, to those who are acoustomed

to that typs of service, I have no doubt it is quite as resl and devout ms any other

oould be,
It is also further interssting to record the fact that when I came to select a
young lady to be my wife, I chose one who was a member of the Episzcopal churche How-

ever, soon after we were wed, woe both joined the longregatiomml church in Dbuglas,

such aidenominational environment, resulted in my growing wp with very strong prejudices,

e e i e £ B e e




‘wera confirmed on Sunday, R-évembe’r 24, 1940, Splendidl
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SINDAY SCHOOL IN PULASKI | |
*&a- always recalled with mach pleasure the Sunday School daj's »i"n. Pulaski, Thére
. g;aodly attendance, and the youngstera had a fine ‘time aingiug songs, and

he picturs cards whioh were handed out to them. Thesge cards mre given mrt

] first a very smll one with a verse on it which we ’wsre required to learn,

t

o carry a tune without difficul'hy. I st11l remember parts of some of the BONES, .
‘that we all greatly enjoyed ran like this (first verse, and chorus):
If you have a plessant thought,
8ing it, sing it; )
Like the birdies in thsir sport, .
Sing it from the heart, :
Cho,
Singing, singing from the hearh,
Oh the Jjoys our songs impart,.
Jesus bless the tuneful art, -
Singing from the heart,
I do not now recall the other verses, but I have oftentimes sung that first verse
nd the chorus in the many years that have since come and gone., There 1z a lot of gqo'd'
ililos:ophy in the words, and the 'bune was very plens‘ing.}

I attended Sunday schools hither and yon for many, many years. When we returned

o Juneau from Cordova and had joined the Presbyterian church, I was superintendent of-

he Sunday school there for guite a long time. Leola tavght a class of young boys of

- 'whom she was quite fond, and they all ssemed to like her very muchy
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MORE ABOUT WESTERN KANSAS

, Gur 1ife on the homsstead was rather prosslo and uneventful, and yet there seemed
‘I'lwaya sopething of interest to talk aboub, 1f only the hot winds that dried up the
go;m m#xxly, or the ohinch bugs that infested the corm and sugar cane, or the graasu-
that made us worry lest they becoms so numerous that they wonld threaten the
i’i‘._qlda.- And, too, thers wero the ever present bugs and worms that kept us busy
potato patch —- bugs large and small, and worms, especially one we called the
4-worm, a gréat big green fellow, large as ons's finger and with a long horn
ing out from his forshead “like & stiletto, Me really looked guite formidable.
"Phe first peanuts that I ever saw grown we raised on our land hear the house.
I‘Bm a great surprise to me that 1 did not see auny of the nute hanging from the
p‘:}ants as they grew, and when father began digging up the plants and I saw the cdusters
of peanuts clinging to the roots, well, 1 had really learned somethinge

Of course we ralsed watermalox;a, musk melons, or canteloupes, pumpkins, squash, cu-
cumbers, onions, radishe(s, eto. etc., and all of them were very fine, My mother was
extremely fond of watermeloms, and could eat a whole one at a single sitting. Ve had.
& neigkbor named Lang, who cams out from Milwaukee ard took up & homestead half s mile
wast of ours. He had two sons with I;im. One of them was inclined to go to town and
‘stay for days, gotting filled up iith bad liquor until he would be on the verge of
delérium tremens. They! he would go home and after sleeming off part of his drunk he
would come over to our place and he and mother would get a blg watermelon and proceed
€0 devour it. Mother would give him large quantities of buttermilk té drink, which
seemed to help sober him up. She &lso lectured him aplenty about his foolishness, and
he alw#ys agreed with her. Then later on he went to town and had it all over again,

There was a family named Esher living in Wakeensy, with whom we wers guite friendly.

They ran a hotel and restaurant. They had two daughters, Della and Jean or something, I

do not recall just what., Dell was a very nice girl, and she and I were good friendse
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e'nfjoyad by all of use Howsver, the fact that she was a Catholie always served

sné beeame a bit careless and a plece of kindling flew up and nit her in one of
- destroying the sig}_rb of it. later on, ifhile again splitting kin_diivng.,_. she

it where she was mot looking or Iqoked where she was not hitting;; at any rate
_of’f one of her fingers. These two scoidents made quite an mPresgionvbﬁ me .
ve always been vefy oareful when splitting wood or kindlingj. Also, 'I' have many
hought of Doll,while st work on the wood. | . |
spesking of splitting wood, I have always enjoyed ge'tting. a iargé» ohunk of
wood hat was gnarled and knotty, and baking my axe and wadé;e and indust}ibﬁsly, and

&ften laboriously, splitting it into pleces to fit the furmace, Just coni‘idsntially,

tha%. is about the only kind of hard work that I have ever really enjoyed,

Mnd now, goling back a fow yearses I was somsthing move than seven years' of age Khen

&nma 3 moved to Kansas. The following year father bouzght me a pony, an old range pony that-
::a"*xea outlived hLis ussfulness on the range but was still good four our uss, He was quite
?“—‘ ® $all, gray, and very gentle. He was so tall, in fact, that at first I had great dif-
MSH ieulty in getting up into the saddle without help, At that time began my life as é.
?W& f-called cowboy. My "herd" conslsted of our one cow, uncle Stuart!s one cow, and the
bed ‘one cow belonging to s . neighbor named Smith who 1ived on the bank of the Saline River
fuow half a mile south of our places I would start out mornings with our cow, plok up
bod _Smith's, and then go and mmet uncle Stuart's cow, which he had star‘.ted on. *;he. yay toward
wom ‘!;he rest of the herds In the evenings the procedure was reversed -—- I '-étﬂ?gea _ﬁﬁele
o -S‘huart's cow toward home, left Smith's at his plsce, and went on home witii mir..ow.n.

0ld Oray, as we called the pony, was with us two or thres years, and serve?d us
rzmi faithfully., After a couple of years we had quite a number of ecuttle to take éafe of,

ise¢ to have the job at homs of splitting the kindling for starting the  fireses

uring the summer time, some belonging te farmers living several miles dist#nt_, from use

—andis
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; these onttle with our om all summer. I had to stay out with the herd all day
J‘nk&ng my lunch with me, because of the fields of wheat snd corn which dotted the
over whioh the herd rosmed while grazinge It was part of my job to ses that
the animals in the herd strayed into a corn or wheat field, and I am proud to
fiab my record in that respeoct was practically 100% perfect. I felt a very great

1 g gj;’bility, and it would have made me Peel that I had disgraced myself if any dame
occurred to the flelds.

ver deserted my herd, no matter what the worther mifht be, and sometimes there

ih\mder. And the lightning with lts accompanying bombardment of thunder certainly

¥od me half to death many & time, Why I wus mever hit by lighthing hms always been

wystery to me. OGeasionally we would hear of some distant farmer who had been hit,

1 always escaped. At ome time I saw a bolt of lightning hit on top of a hill
‘half s mile distant, and from it a great ball of fire rolled away across the ground
or several hundred feot before disappearing. I rode to the spot, but ensuld not find
imy trace of the bolt nor of the ball of fire.

01d Gray was normally slow and plodding in his movements, and it was difficult to
«get him to move with any speed. Bub once he felt the first rush of wind from an one-
ﬁming storm, his whole attitude changed. At such times he would priek up his ears,
“}1:}.1; a much faster pace, and, alnost without direction from ms, would procesd to round
up the herd and get them closely bunched together so that we oould hold them during
the storme At such times I simply worshipped himl As soon as the storﬁa had passed,
he would slump back again into his normal gait, evidently feeling that he had dons
the job that vms expected of him and was entitled to a let down, He had certainly been
well trained on the range.
When 01d Gray sickened and died and father came and told me that he was no more,

I cried as If my heart would break at the loss of my good friend, and it was a long



hey bumping the ground harplunk, ‘while she kicked up hér haala in ﬁendiah glee
‘raced away. It often tcok--m an howr or more to catoh hers Bnt ahe grew o be

ery steady ponys ‘?‘e‘e us,_:a'd,"bo hithh her to the buckboard with ano*E}iar-" pony and 'dr'ive

In 1888 father hitched this pony —- x‘-:u:. we oalled her —- with ancther pomy, +o
vbuckboard put his tool oheat en i‘t and bade us good hye a.nd startad for Tacoma,
drcva some ninety miles matward, then aold ‘the outfit and took +the train from there
Taeo:m.

Ki‘b was failthful and true, and she, too, deserves a place 1n thwh heaven whers

:_am sure 0ld Gray had been for a J.ong t.'ma. She go‘b me out of mny a toagh apot with-
'bhe hord when s’corms oBme, ami oould alwaya be depended upon. My s&a;,ﬁ‘fm ‘o hor, tool
One of the finest ocattle ponies I ever had was & lidtle buckskin that we bought
from 8 wan from Yexas who drove a small herd of ponies up into Yansas smd stopped one
&ay at our ranoh. This was in the sumer of 1885, Father bough‘h aeveral of the

"':-;-.pimiea, all of which were nnbroken. but insisted that the buckskin mst be included in

the deal), as I had taken a ,fgneat fancy to her. A Nexioan vaqnero who was vd.th the




and me some very dark iookt. I think he would have liked %o ant our t}irmtu.

s 83 we called this W: m.a the basgt cow pony I ever rode. She mw no 560&

ho s with 014 Gray and Kit, I

in my selute bo the good friends 00 nw sowboy dsysa

I never ocared for the job ei‘ breaking a pony to rids, while father was alws.ys |
iroaking one of them and likinmg the jobe I did, however, break one pony to rida,; and
s'hfe was a very fancy stepping little bay. I first broke her to ride barsback, a:xﬁ had
ittle trouble with her; but onces I put a saddls on her, and then my troubles bégﬁn.
r favorite trick was to rear up on her hiddlegz and fall over baokwards . Thi& was
danbermm proceeding for me, so as a rule I dispensed with the saddle. I wa# li‘ving

@n Wakaeney then, and had no veoocagion’ to ride except for the fun of it,

Thls particular pony finally osused me to have a diglocated And bmkan

ded =y riding days. She rearsd up, foll over backwards, and I fell off ‘ﬁo

.“t as she came down she landed on w right ankle, not only diaslocating it but bﬁreaking

soveral of the small bones, and as & result I have always been s bit lame, Our fand ly

his son and my father beld ms, Did 1%, hurt? Say, try it yourself and see, They did
‘not even knook me in the head before they sterted working on me; they zimply held me
i and got busy, while I yelled and groaned and sank my beeth into the wooden rall of the

‘oot they had me on,




4 }‘che canc was not, however, without its compensa’cions. In .ehoo}. thare had.:

i 2 laoxinv animal, but she jua‘h would not be tamed, She wou}.d unsaat any rider who

ot ‘into the saddles a.ther f.inally hit upon the scheme of attaching ‘to the Lriale

eavy strap that eonneatad at both sides of the bit and ran up over the anima.l's o

g anfx back to the horn of tha gaddle, whers it was fastenad to a heavy r.’mg which

| been attached to the horne . This kept the pony's head up so that ahe eoula not :

¢k so hard, and' father was eble '“ho’-s'bay in the saddles Bub he was altmys in i‘or;( |

fighi: every time he a’carted out to ride her, | - B '

In the winter of 1886, I think 1t was, fatbor and Yre Galloway, % neighber, pu'b o

heir two hords togather and kept them on Galloway's raneh‘ Both families were, I '.

beliove, 1iving in Wakeeney at the tims, and father and Galloway "batohed" 111 the
atterts houses On 4 5'em'ua,ry day the herds were turned ou'h t0 graze, and father went
ut: with tham on his Coloradu pony. Gallowa;{y remained to clean »p the breakfast dishes
and do some chores about the place, and then was to go oubt and meet father a't; an agreed

le.ce. When Galloway reached ’hha:b place, there was no sign of father anywhere. A:{‘tar .

some searching Gallcrway found- father down in a hollow, lying on the ground coversd

:w;ith blood and muttering to hu_:;olf. He was \;nconsoious. He. had been ‘kicked in the




“d a toam to the huokboard and re‘bumad to father. By this time fn’bhé’r' fﬁw'nﬁi“

him"ho town, some four miles distant, ' When be got there we found thet: the dostor

vuntod to give the pmy a ohance 40 eat some grass, and was in the act of fixing
sthing on the saddle when the pony suddenly jumped away from him, kicked him in

% e face as she went, and left him mors doad than ali.ve.b Even after this expaz;ianee

ather liked to break ponles to ride,

| The Colorado wild horse was found several days after the acoident to i’a'ther.. 3}15
id succeeded in ridding herself mk akx of the saddle. We zold her to?:m{m who lived

fme distance up the Saline River from us, but ho wes unable to do anything with ;her,
d he sold her to someons else. This last mentioned man tried to break the animal,

> utterly failed, and we were told later on that in ubter disgust he had shoi‘. her.

fhe wos an outlaw to the last, It really fsé@méé a shame thalt she had been caphux?éd.
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HORE KANSAS RECOLLECTIONS

nuring; 'i;he first two or three summers that we lived on our homestead, great herds of
:?“longl-mrns " were driven up from Texas to the Saline River valley and then é_l._c'mly

& ﬁown the valley om their way to Abilene or soms -othsr polnt in - thaAeasternvpart —of —

'i:’a-"baﬂ, wherse they wore sold. " Therse wers often 2500 or more of these megnificent

5 In a herd. Their horng had a éprea-d of from five to seven feet, tﬁe grace.i‘ulﬁess
r curves being something to admire, These animals were not -aécustomggi té seé.ing
on foot and would often give chase after a man 's._i‘oot and hs had torun 1;0' c;:_)'ver .
I always enjoyed seeing these grea‘t herds and watching the ccwboys who drove them.

8 cowboys were always dressed In sombreros, red neckerchiaf‘s, mvy blue shir’cs, over-??-é

alls over which they wore leather leggings, and thelir high-heeled boots with t}"alr great ,-L

’p.dJ ' spurs completed ths outfit. Oh, of course each one of them earried a blg sizx-shooter.
" ;«};;;37-- . 1 kad a sombrero, a red neckerchief, a pair of boots (not the hiéh-healaé kind,

B ha’a‘ew}sr), a blue shirt, which was usually mads by my good mother. It always haﬁcil-ﬁm

g r@é_m of large pearl buttons down the fromt. I wore overalls, but much to my re_grat I
 widn néver had a . pair of leather leggings, nor did I have a big six-shooter. I did have the

bmfx large spurs, with spikes an inok or more in length and with two metal balls on each one
1v'3,gae of the spurs that would tinkle like. a bell when I walked, I always had a fine quirt,
bl or riding whip, and, tooy my 18-foot "blacksnaké" whip for drivihg the cattle. I used to
n add to the length of this blacksnake by a‘!:taching at the end a "cracker made from 1ong
strands of rope. These served not only 5}{) add to the length of the whip but gave it a
particularly loud "pop” when I would swing it around my head several times and then sud-
denly throw ﬂ: forward and then snap it back, Axid when I would hit an animal Withv'tAhiB
whip it would almost 1ift the animal off the ground when the lash hit it.
| It was great fun, for me, to let Larry kelly or Will Welker try to use the blacke

snake, At first they would invariably wind it around their necks and get lashed aoross

the face. Of course I h&d;h@ﬂ"thewsgme__e.xpax:ionc,e,_wheml-ﬂns.t_baE;anv‘to_use_thevwhip.-—w»—-a



(23)

¥y mother used to make ms ralincoats, or slickers, and she alsc made me slicker coats

'pants, which were much better then the ldng slioker raincoats., These were good nob
; .‘- fcrb rainy weather but for ceold weather, also,

Spea(kihg of the large herds of Texas longhorns. These were & source of great annoye
do “bo'.the' ranchers, as the owners of the herds made no attempt to herd them; they were
lowed -to xmxm roam far and wide, with the result that quite a good many of them would
; into a rancher's wheat field and not ‘only eat the growing wheat but trample it down,
ms not an uncommon sight to see, near a wheat field, the body of a horse or steer
&t had been trospassing in a field and had been shot -- nobody ever knew who did the
: yobing, bﬁt the cattlemen had their suepicions. Some dead animals were found at timss
&Mz ‘béo far from our own wheat fields The shooting of the animale enraged the owners.
#nd they made many and dire threats as to what they would do about it. And of course the
ranchers had their own ideas as to what =slould be dons,

“When the last big herd came through the country, the ranchers got together and de=
¢ided to getile the matter once and for all, The headquarters of the owners of this big
hord was some two mlles weSt of our place, near where the Walker family later settled.
Also, the ranchers had just been toeld that Hontgomery and Carruthers, owners of the herd,
had been boasting iu Wakeeney's saloons that they wore “going to get that fellow Short-
‘hill" who had been active in getting the ranchers organized, So when father heard this
he got about a dozsn of the settlers together and they drove gut to the Montgomery and .
Carruthers camps #hen they arrived there they found botb owmers in camps Father told
them what the settlers were there for., This was the signal for a furious tirade of
.oatha and threats against father by Carruthe_rs, who took the lead in the discussion for
their side. He frothed at the mouth and threatensd to shbot father full of lead and
out him in small pleces, and so one Father listened quietly until Carruthers seemsd to
have said all he could think of, and then father told him that he had served four years

in the Civil War, had faced men many times in battle, ard was not afraid of Carruthers

TR TR
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any other cowman, Carruthars cursed ancl frothad some moro, bn‘b mde 1o move to draw

W}ﬁt formidable foe. — ' T e

'

Fai:her a8 the spokesman, _'chan gave Han‘tgtmery and Oarruthera 24 hours _’m which to

k camp and get going with thair herd. Carm‘bhers sharme& and threa’cexmﬁ zmd vmved

“would not move watil thny were good mﬁ rea.dy. ﬂ'ha set-blers“ ;

ght and early we saw the lér,_imd.ving; aast duwn the valley.~

a.nd ready" ih somewhat o£ a hurry' mora trouhle

£h the herds of Texas aa’a‘hle.' When they cans alang thay kep'ﬁ tmav:lngv down the val«-

During the first two yéars thet ws weré on tha homestead the Tex&s éattiﬁémen‘trizd
o scare the settlers out of the ecountry by sending their cowboys around azaonr the sot-
tlers and “warning” them that the Indians from Indmn Territory khad- gone of the warpath
and would be along “in a day or so," They would advise sveryone to hurry into ﬁown.

The Indians did make some trouble in the soubhern part of the sta‘he, and the gavemment

RTINS

distributed Sharp's rifles to all of the settlars for their proteotion.

"{e knew a family whose littla girl was taken prisoner by a bm& of Indians that

SRR T R

left the reservation and went on the warpathe They crossad our part oi’ Kansas some 'hhirty

miles west of our place, and'é;ot as far north as Norton, some sixty :milea from us, be-

e

BT b R 2

fore the U. S. troops from Fort Hays overtook them, They hed killed a number of people

and taken several prisoners. “All of the prisoners were roleased and !‘i.ﬂ‘.b‘._rng’d‘-‘to their -
homes Yy the troops, ILater that year 91‘:-’a’cher and I, whilév on & trip *bo Rayx Ci‘by, mot
the family whose little girl had been taken prisoner. Ihey were Ahﬁ_éding‘ east, Iég.ving

‘ Kansas, saying that they had had all to,o mich experience out thers and would seek a more

oivilized place of abodo.




PRAIRIE FIRES

“prairie fires were a grest menace, especinlly in the fall of the year when the buf-
gras# had dried up. One day we saw R great ecloud of smoke rolling up in the north-

and-as the day wors on the smoke bescame thicker and seemed much closer, Father

Just in time to run a furrow or twe so as to burn the grass between the furrows,
wers about one h;ndred feet apart, This served as s good fire brake to protect
ﬁousq. Father and the other two men then hurried on to uncle Stuart's placee Heanw
mofﬁer and I tied our oxen and cow to the wagon in the front yard, and then we went
into the house Lo wait for whatever might happen., The first thing we knew the houss
wag 50 full of amcke that we could hardly breathe, but the fire brake had saved us, and
soon the smoke cleansd and we were all rights The fire had gone around the fire brake
and on to the south for many nilese

When father and uncle Stuart reached the latter's place, they found they were too
late to run a fire brake, and they could not do anything except to try to keep the flames
away irom the houss, They were finally successful, although the house was somewhat badly
sécrehed.

The other man, & lire Wilhelm, who lived & mile eaust of uncle Stuart's place, got homse
just in time to sse his house end barn in flames, Ile had some fine horses and they were
Prantic with leur of the flames, And despite all he could do they refuged to leave the
barn and wers burned to death in it. Mr. Vilhelm was himself very badly burned, |

Thi$ particular prairie fire covered a vast area, and it left the prairie one great
expanse of blackened embers, a most depressing sight,
In this conneciion I am going to include hereln portions of a letter recently re-

oeived from cousin Mildred (Mrs. Frank B. Walker, of Wakeeney, Kansas) which gives some
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mbher detalls about the great prairie fire which I have just nentionsd. (Page 30-4),

“’If’ We had other axperiencejlwith prairie fires from time %o time, but they were not so
F.ﬂ& au,g, each one, however, gave us & good soare for we never knew ;just what might hap—" 4
¥ bee N
L'i.:a i‘:fjit_st" winds were arg.othér monece to the crops, especially to the growhng corﬁ, whieh
;"fh be almost ready for the ears to forx_ia when these winds came albng.;. In a 'singla day
gﬁﬁq 1d of the most beautiful gre‘énaorn would be turned into 8 fisld of }( _';ye,ll.aw stalks.
é{f{w ’fmuld rattle in the wind. It was a terridle thing to sce’ hn@pen;, and meant a great .'
%‘me that the farmer could 111 afford to suffer,

pts " | | -

i ‘ ANTELOFE HEAT

ek :

. Dccs.smnally during our first year on the homestead some nelighboring set‘bler would

MN "be fartunate enough to bag an antelope, anc’i usually the settler would distribute the

?O‘a meat aonong his neighbora. I recall one such occasion. Al Unruh, who lived scome two

?r‘h miles north of us, brought us ﬁ Tine piecs. of antelope meat. He said he had followed

im 't'hg entelope for a long time, and finally Awas obliged to crawl on hands and knees for

;;s over a mile before he could get close emough for a shot, After all ‘chis:,:-. he was thought-
o8 ~ful enough to walk another two miles to our place with the meat, and thefhad to walk

two miles back to his home, We greatly appreclated getting the fresh mes;ﬁ, and also the
.:finé spirit of neighborliness which waa back of the gift, But 5uc‘h was the 'spii-it of

“1; those early settlers, |

?1 | A TELESCOPFE

o \

' 'Way back in 1882 or 1883 I bought a telsscope from Montgomery Ward Company of Chi~-

, -Eago. I stiil have the 'scops, although it is of little use now. Both Warren and Allan
l have whiled away some leisure hours with this instrument,

The telescope was a most interesting companion to me. during the many days when I was

5 .

out with the herde I would often go to the top of a hill and sit down and "spy" on the

L heighbors mi les_ﬁvf&y.e_—}?ﬁnh&pswit—ww1d——be-lt,he—w&lksrs,A}mnging_ou‘ff;..:thej;r;faﬁi.ly,:,mshing_;_,__
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“on- 4 Honday worning, or the Dohrmsns plowing their field, or someone driving to town,

6 gomeone else riding nordss the prairies. Between times I ranged all over the prai-

ox with ry "eye" and also watched the herd, scattered far and wide, to see that it
not get into some corn or wheat fleld, Occasionally I saw s coyote slinking

388 the prairie, or an eagle searing high overhead. And sometimes I saw & poor

"WHAT A SHAME TO WASTE SUCH EYES AH;D LIPS ON A MERE BOY™
Lillien Schmidt was the daughter of the village blacksmith in Wakeeney, ‘ssvaral
ysars my sen{a.jllr, a trunette, tall and ve,?y good looking., Ohe was one of the brightest
students in school, I always admired her -~ from a distance, One day she was at our
house talking with mother, when I came in, She looked at me, turned to mother and
sald: "What a shame to waste such eyes and lips on a mere boy.” %ell, I thought that
vver, and took a tip from her remark; and believe 1t or not, I never did waste my eyes
or lips on a xﬁere boye. Exoapt) of course, many years later, when I had two wonderful
boys of my own,
LIMESTORE BLUFFS

There were a number of limestome bluffs on the lands on which we grazed our herd,
These were always of great interest to me. Some of them sloped up from the bottom of
R valley, while others rose abruptly to a height of some fii’ty‘or wore feet, wlich %o
me seemed very isigh. I used to elimb up and over these bluffs, looking for outerop-
pings of petrified wood, whiech I oocaaioné.lly found. I also found small deposits of
a poor grade of coal behind the petrified wood outeroppings. Many times I found
potrified teeth of fishes, ond once I found the whole backbone of s fish a couple
of feet long,

In one limestone quarry a few mlles from our place was found the petrified remains

_of a fish some geven or eight feet long, and in such complete detail that the Yensas
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i sent out for it and to_ok it to the Kuseum,

TEE MERD STAMPEDES

inj once in all the years I looked ai‘ter the herds was a herd allmmd ‘bo Trun befom

fma On thie one oceaston my father and I were out with a herd of soms ,400 aattle
0 pontes. Along in the middle of the afternocen a storm blew up from the noﬁsh and
sweeping across the prairies. The high wind was aogcmpama& by & heavy fall of

and, worse still, a wvery heavy fall of hailstones, The hailstones were lawge and

that for two or three weeks the cattle and ponies had difficulty in get‘bing enough
‘eat, A great mamy birds and rabbits were killed by the hail. The herd. simply re-

ngsd to stand and take it - they stampeded before the storm and kept going wmtil it

1:."ipaésad on across the prairies,
"\ eantine fathor and I had troubles of our omn with the hailstones. We dismounted and
crcuohed under our ponies' necks, whloh offered some protection. Hy dog had sbou-ght shels
Yer alongside a little bank sabout & foot highs I was being peltsd wlth the large haile
i‘l_éton'es and finally ran to where the dog was, pushed him away and took his shelter myself,
:“‘He ran yelping down the vallsy. Whils I was running from my pony to the shelter I was
hi‘t on top of the head by a very large stone, and my head seemed to rise righ‘t up in &
pyramid shape, and for a mijute or so I was quite dazed, }nany of the hails'bonea wers
v"bhe size of marbles, and not a few were s large as walnuts, and boy, did they hurtt
' I;b ‘wﬁa dné of the worst 5’t:ox;ms I ever experienr;-.-ed during my cowboy dayse |
After the storm had passed father and I spent two hours or more roundi’ng;'.up: the
hérel; which hdd scattered over a wide arem, That was the only time we ev_e‘r let +he herd

run before 2 storm,

&lmost ruined the wheat flelds, and the buffalo grass was beaten down to the ground
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THE WINTER OF 1886-1888
This winter came on early, and found us without sufficient faerd on our new place
or the cattle and horses. We had moved that fall from the old homestead to & ssction
‘::r_achool land some two miles southeast, and with all the work of getting the new place
n order, barn built, corral and ahelter for the stock, we had not been able to haﬁl
wbha feed fram the old place to the new, except for a very small amount,
The first storm of the winter was a regular blizzard whioch lasted for nearly thrae

geks. It was intensely cold, several degrees below zero, and a northwest wind blowing

aonstantly, After the first two or three days we ran out of feed for the stock, and

then father and I had to hiteh up the team to the wagon with s hayrack on it, and drive
the two miles northwest to the old homestead, hsading all the way directly inbo the

wind, ¥e did this every day for some three weeks. We would return in late afternoon all
but frozen to dsath, and with just enocugh feed to last the stock until ths next day's-
load was brought home,

The snow on the ground was several inches deep and for the most part frozen so
hard that team and wagon could travel on top of the orusted snow, But with the bliszard -
blowlng all the time the best we could do was to walk the horses, and facing the storm
was a bitter job for both man and beakt, We wrapped ourselves in all the warm slothes
we hud, and our feet were something to stare atl First we put on woolen socks, then
wrapped several thicknesses of paper over them, then put on heavy Germen socks, and then
put the whole thing into a great felt boot half an inch in thickaness. But wait, that
was not all, Over the boot wg put heavy felt-lined overshoes, and then over all that
mass we would wrap gunny sacks. Even at that our feet would get so oold that we would
have to walk alongside the wagon to keep them from freezings, Talk about "the good old

days".' Ve sure had 'em that winter.
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o UECLE STUART'S PLACE

‘he second Louse that unole Stuart bullt was a full mile from ours, to the easte

He had a fine well down in the draw, or hollow, some distance from thé house. The

 water was always very cold and of fine gquality, Oftentimes when the herd wag 1n the

vieinity I would ride to the well on 2 very ‘hot day, put down. the bucket and draw up

a full bucket of water, set it on top of the well curb, and -drink my £111 from that

buoket. It was a great satisfaction to look down inﬁothebuaket w’hi],é drinking and

realize that mno matter how much I might drink I could not drink: it°n13; thore would
be plenty left, I would £ill my oanbeen with the fresh water and rids awsy, feeling
very thankful to uncle Stuart for his wonderful well. |
KIGHT EFRDING
Ocaasionélly during the hot siwgimers, when the cattle had not grazed well during
) 4

the deytime, father and I would take them owt at night and stay oumt all night with
them while they grazed in the cool of the night, These were usually clear, starlit
nights, and father and I would sit down on the growmd snd look up at the stars and
talk about them and the great universe of which they were but a-part , and abtout the
Creator of all things. Those nights wers always A dslight to ms, andv I an supe thatb
father enjoyed them; to0. | |

e usually book blankets along £o sleep on and to cover us, buﬁ we did 1ittle
slseping. Cur saddles were our pillows. For the most part I spent tlhe time Look-
ing up at the stars and speculating about, Lhemn, and 1listening to the liéﬂ‘_:i marrir of

the herd as it grazed conmbentedly all around us. Wonderful niphts, they WOre.
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CGUSLE MILDEEI'S LETIER

TYCERPTS from letter of Ssptember 13, 1940, from s, Frank B. Walker (formerly
Wiss Mildred Shorthill, daughter of Stuart and Hary Shorthill). letbter written to
W, W. Shorthill at Los 4ngslese

“jayrry and Lin both ceme out with Uncle Jake and Aunt Bl (Kelly). Ihey ell
Jived with us in our 1little 12 by 14 soddy. Harry and Lin slept in a trundle bed.
Purirg the day it was pushed under the hiz bed where Uncle Jake and Aunt E1 slept.
fuimio snd 1 slept in a trundle bed which was put under the bed our folks alept in.
We wore crovded but happye They stayed with us until father ot our frame house 29
e could mave in, and the frame of our soddy was moved on tholir place north of us,
and & froame house made of it. I remember the first rain we had after we moved into
ithe new house. Thoere s a space shingled about as large as a bed, Pa and Uncle
.*';Iake were sleeping on boards put over the rafters up next the roof. Ka and Aunt Bl
%’bclaw in the bede Minnie and I in the trusdle bed and Harry and Lin also in & trun-
‘dle ved. Tho rain Just came pattering down. How happy we were to have the meisture.
‘finole Jske yelled: "Let her rain, we're all right,” which we were, That old howme
stood all those years until three yesrs ago it was wrecked and hanled awaye. It sure

leooks lonesoms out tiore nowe

"Do you remember the awful prairie fire that came while we were in the seddy?
Some Dubchman over by Lill City started, as he told Pa, "A lestle fire to covk my
coffeas I didn't tink it vould do dot vay." Wy, what a firel Your father and mine,
grandpa and hr. omith (maybe you remember Jenes Penniman Smith, who lived on the
bank of the >aline). ¥ell, they were out with the oxen plewing snd fighting the
fire, when the wind turned to the northwest and in a minute it had got to one big
straw stack and in about another minute it was all around the house, and tall grass
a1l around, A& big drygoods box of bedding, which we had brought from (hie but had
not unpscked, was on fire. Ma, Klmnle and I wers in the house. The curiains were
blazing and sparks dropplag down from the shiagled roof., Ve rau to the door and
opened it, but a blaze cams in clear up to the colling. Then we opened the window,
eng it was the seme. So Ma snids "Fell, we will just have to burm, we cant get eut,”
We wera crying and hoping Josus would not let us burn very long, when the deor was
thrown open and the men rushed in, threw quilts over us and carried us through the
fire and onto the plowed grounds A can of coal oil was sitting by the door. Tho
top wes melted but it did not explode, ’

" 9e had just Botten back to an awful looking house when hers osme Xr. and Mrs.
%ilhelm, from a mile east of us. They had lost sverything: fine team of horses, new
buggy, trunks full of wedding gifts (they were newlyweds from ¥ilwaukee)e Vell,
they lived with us until Pa, Mr. Griffith end Mr. Wilhelm built them a real good
looking stone housse They wers fine folkse The house still stands, and was later
owned by kr. Tilton, Beckie's husband,”




Jp——

()

I LEARW SOMETHING ABOUT A SHOTGWN

(ne day father and I were out driving around over our land, We had the shotgun

i4h us, and finelly father saids "I will show you how to use this gun," That pleased

a very imueh. 50 he told me to sight along the barrel, hold the gun s’céady, a.nd in-
i-,der'tha.t I might do it right, he helped me to hold the gun against my shouide.r. I
julled the trigger, and bangl I knooked the target into smithoroenss This ﬁaé-repéataa |
; number of times, and of.‘coizrs_e'_ I thought I was 5 full fledzed _hun'i:er. e

Sh&tly thereafter I was at horie alone one afternoon, and I thought T wéum do &
ithle nore shooting. o I got the gun, and pretty soon a blackbird éame soaring along
nd 1it on top of a pos?c'-.ne.ar'by. , I‘E looked 1llke a good shot, ao%ﬁ;iftéd the. gun, -{;ooiz

-:::"aim, pullsd the ’crig—gef and -~ landed flat on my back on the ground! The bird soared

merrily away, I had failed to hold the gun tightly sagainst my shou:lder, and the "kiek"

had knocked me over. I never forgot that incidents I gobt a kiock out of it all figh't,
- but nét just the sort I had anticipated. I do not recall whether I told fa’chér ﬁbou’t
the ineident or mot; probably I did nots |
" EATHER AND I GO OVERBOARD
Ome day father and I hitehed a coupls of kxmams (darn}) broncos to the buckboard

K and drove from town out to our old homestead. On the return trip ome of the 'br'oncos,

.'v’vhich was quite nervous and none too wali brokm to driving, caught oné of the reins :

' uﬁder her tail while switeching 1t at the flies that hothered her, At once she clamped
down on the rein with her tail, began kicking like msd, and both ponies started to |
run, As father could do nothing with oné rein, he told me to Jump and he did ‘111{8\’4‘188.
Away the ponies ran up hill and down daie and finally out of sight around a hill., We

"Ehought we were in for a five mlle walk back to town and that we would find the buckboard

wrecked, i'hat was oul surprise, however, when we roundesd the hill, to see the two ponies

' 1
standing meekly by the buckbeard, as if thsy wondered what it wes all aboutae ‘&-’e_ found

that one of the reins had wound around a front wheel and had brought the ponles up
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ghorts They had done no dsmage to the buckboard itself, but the tongue had been badly

gplintered and we had to +tie it up before we could proceed home.

THE LOCO VEED
This weod was of a deep green color, grew close to the ground, and had the appear-
wanee of boiﬁg covered with a fine mist oF frost, It was narcoﬁic in its effeoct upon
any animal that ate 1it, and for the most part it was left severely alone. DBut ai 'times,v
when the buffalo grass beg;&n to dry out and the loco weed was the only green thing in-
sight, some animal would begin to nibble at it. Soon this developed into a hs.bﬁ: and
the animal would not eat anything else o long as it ooculd f£ind the weed, It would roam
all over the prairises in search of the weed. After a time the animal's syes took on &
g;laés;y stare, its hair began to stand straight out from its hide, the head was seldom |
reised more than a few inches from the ground, and the animal was & hopeless "addict".
Fortunately very few of our cattle fell victims to this polson.
'PRATRIE DOGS

The prairie dogs were alweys interesting to watoh, There were whole "towms" of
them here and there over the prairies, When anyone approached them they would all run
i to their holes, s&t up on the rim of earth surrounding the holes, and bark., At each

bark the teil would pive a very marked jerk upward. If one approached quite close to

them they would give one last bark and then dive into their holes, After a time they

would peep cautiously out of the holes, and if the coast looked clear they would all

come out agaline
Small owls wers mearly always found living in the prairie dog towns, but apparently

did not inhabit the seme holes with the dogs, but took up their sabede in abendoned holes,
There was a theory that rattlesnakes, too, lived with the dogs, but my own o‘bser‘vatims

over a good many years did not confirm this theory. In fact, I found very few snakes

within the borders of any dog towne
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THE PRAIRIE 5CHOONBR

One open winter (no snow on the ground) father flxed up the old lumber wagon with &

uie schooner top, and we all made a trip 'bo Jev:ell County, one of tha northemztern

o_u'nties of ¥ansas, to visit my mother's sister Clara who was then living there .v_;i'th

g'ﬁ om feiends, & fow miles from the town of Burr Ok, - Jewell county was one of ‘the large

arn-producing sections of the state, and I have never sesn anywhere alse as large ears

A.'c'_omi as I saw thers, and it m.of the highest qualitye.
‘We were about three days each way on the trip., At night we would pull up to some

xrmer's house and explain where we were going and ask if they could put us up for the

'ght. We were never refused, as people in those days were most ho;pita.ble; and they
sre alvays glad of a chance to visit with other folks. E .
On the way homs, in the afterncon of the last day, we came to a 3.ittle seﬁtlmmm

‘,_',t‘,:eallad Kicodemus, which was inhabited entirely by negroas. We were cold and humgry, . and
'.»."‘j.me finally drove up to a house, stopped and asked if we could go in and get wma'ané have

" a . bits to eat, Wo were made most welcome and not only got nicely warmed by the fire but
had a good mezl set befors us, te whiéh we did full justice.

THE PRESIDING ELDER

After we moved to Eansas we had few opportunities to attend churech services or Sune

day school. About ‘once every six months the Hethodist presiding elder would V:Ls::h Hoa-

keaney on his rounds, and we would drive the six miles to town to a‘btend servi.ce. The

sermons were alwsys very long, usually not less than two hours. This was rather wearing

on youngsters, although for my part 1 generally enjoyed these qervices. Frequen‘tly e
were invited to go home to dimmer with some good Hethodist who lived in town, and t_his,,
of course, was thankfully accepted. |

‘In later yesrs we sometimes had preaching services in one of the school héuses_ out.
in the country, and the settlers v;rould gather from miles around to attend these meetings.
After a service the people would meet outside in groups and discuss the sermom, 'ghe crops,

_ M.--..politics and all sorts of subjects for an hour before starting homs. These gatherings
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“were real events .in the lives of those early setilers,

LYCLUMS
Diring several years, in the autumn, after the crops had been harvested, a lyceum would
be orpanized amonf the settlers, and on Friday nights they would gather in the school
house from miles around, and listen to the youngsters, and some oldsters, read or recite,
or debaéo. I took part iu these programs occasionally. My father was a good debater,
i;and frequently took part, sspecially if the subject was one that he vﬁa interested in,

zwﬁe sometimes drove five or six miles to attend one of thess meetings, Ve would have

plenty to talk about while driving home late at night,

FATHER AND I GO TO KILL AT HAYS CITY

One Fall father and I loaded soms sacks of wheat 1n the wagon, hitched a team of
young steers to it, and started off to Hays City, some 45 miles distant, to have the
wheat ground Into flour. As we were passing uncle Stusri's place and going dowm a
rather steep hill, the steers sighted a pool of water at the bottom of the hill and made
a wild dash for it. Father trled to turn them, but they refused to be turned, and fine
ally dashed down into the pool, over quite a steep bank, and stopped to drink, Father
and I fully expected that the wagon would be upset, but this did not happene He then
pulled out of the ppol and started on our way again. The first day ws drove as far as
the town of Lllis, some 20 miles from homs, and camped for the night a short distance
beyond théatawn. It was a clear night, with myriads of stars in the sky, and that
summer there was a great comat visible throughout a goodly part of the surmer. It‘
streaked, or extended, rather, half way across the sky, a most wonderful and bsautifi}
sight, I lay awske for hours looking at the stars and the comet, listening to the hum
of the telexraph wires that mwie extended along the railroad track, and seeing an oc-

easional Union Pacific train go thundering across the prairie, all lighted up, and, to

me, a very wonderful sight,.



We reached Kays Ci‘gy about noontims of the second day and found that we would have

'ko wallt until the next day to get our wheat ground. He spent the afterncon looking

around town, and went across the mlley to Fort Iays, about 2 wils distant. This post

& situated at the top of a low .hill, and 1t was a mus’c_ interesting place’ to me.
Zverything was 50 -spic and apa.n, all buildings whitewashed and clean, the grounda

kept in good conditlon, and Old Glory was flyinv in the breeze from the top of 8 tall

iggyola. Some of the soldiers were aboub, and we spent & very inta‘rest‘in,g hour

¥ort Hays, inoidents.lly, played a lsaéing role in the preservation of law and ore _
dor in the early days of vmstam Kazmas.' I believe the post is still maintained, and .

there is now a government flying field there, toocs

When our wheat had been ground inte flour we loaded the flour intc the wagon and

started on our homevmrd jfmrney. ¥e arrived home without any untoward incidsnt. Cn

the return irip we met the family whose li’ctle zirl had been captured by the Indians

. ‘some months before. They werse heading back to "God's country,” as they put it, saye
ing they had had quite enough of ploneer life to last them the rest of their days.
We bade them goodbye and Godspeed, and we did not blame them for going bagk home,

- . after their harrowing experlence with the Indlans, It was the soldiers from Fort

' Hays who had rounded up the Indians, released their eaptives, and ﬁakeq ‘then back to

their reservation in Indian Territory.

* ’ WEF PONY TRIES TO RUN. AWAY WITH MB .

t.;a Une year we bought a pony from a man named Frieck, who ran a livery stable in o
W) keeney, Incidsntally, he had & very lovely daughter whom I adwired -- at a distance,
L .

The day after we brought the poiy home I saddled her up and started out with some of
the other horses. £he became frightehed st the attention of the other horses and
started for tomm, six miles away. The daddle we had bought with this pony had not

- been adjusted to the length of my legs; that is, I had mot taken time to shorten up
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~the stirrup straps, and as a result I eould Just touch the stirrups with the toes of wmy

‘hoots. The bridle I was using had only o straight bit in it, which did not serve to

‘glow the pony at all,

Yo went g madly past the louss, where fother was en

saped in

getting broakfast, nother and my sister being in town at the time, Ac we dached wid
g g &

4 by the house fathor came to the door, a skillet in ono hLaid and s large fork

wbhere ¥hen I sew him I yelled: "Stop us, stop us," And then we were gone d

v

In the

ovwan the

f}oad. I finally put all my stremgth into pulling on one rein of the bridlse, and in

El

‘this manner I suoceeded in turning the pony's head and at last brought her up in the

‘gorrel, I dismounted,

changed bridlss for one with e large "curb” bit that would bring

almost any ponv up on its hindlegs, and shortened up the sLirrup straps Lo the right
Y pouy u; g i P P

length., Then I remounted and made Shoe pony understand right then that I was boss, And

when I rode up %o the
split. Betwsen zasns

the skillet wne fork,

it very badly, and dic

WHEN uncle Stuard

house father emme to tile door, laugling as if his sides

T

for breath he vmanted Lo oy Lf

dall, Just at the moment ihat I had called for help I
not stop to figure owt how he mipht slop use
TRYING TO GROY TIS3LN O A TIMZER CLALY

and my father tool up their timber cleims of 16C acres

addition to their homestsads of like areas, they were rejuired to try to grow

expeebed him to stop us

would

neadod

each, in

trees on

the timber claims., This was mors or less of a gesture, wiich permitted sach settler

to hold 320 acres of lend, and not witk the idea that very many trees would grow,

Howsver, we had to malie an attewpt at compliance «1%) tie law, s0 we hLou

cuttings and seods and

ant some

planted them on a l0e-scre traet, and my back still aches st the

mere recollsction of the hours upon hours we spent stoaping over and putting

outtings and seeds, After we had planted our own ten acres, we hol lped uncle

Plant hle ten acres, and we had ~lenty of aches before “ie Job was finished,

aside from a few puny trees, our work was all for notidng. Dul we had compli

the law, and zo we wers able to lLield the land.

in the
«luart
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MILXING TIME
Bvery morning and evening the milking had to be done. For the first couple of years

had only one oow, and fe.thar usually milked her.' Af‘ter that we had about a dozen, and

- ther and I went fifty fifty on the milking job and i‘c Wi alvraya a race to see which

éne would finish first, We always sat on & cne-legged stool so that m,coul& got away in

f & hurry if a cow took a notion to kick while being milked, Hore than onns,iims knock-

] over and had a pail of milk spilled all over me by aAtbat took a notion to kick me out

;'ax the way and go elsewhare.

Hy dog used to sit nearby while I was milking and he liked %o have me turn the "faue

get" in his direction m;d shoot the warm mllk into his mouthe This was fum for me, and

‘ %he dog seemed to enjoy it, tooe

HONTING
Our hunting was limited to i'abbi'g;a, nostly the large jachabhita; and an oconsional

eobtontail, and to ducks, plbvef. snipe, prairie chickens, meadow larks, blackbirds, etc.

- Anything 4largs enough to be made into a stew was considersd legitimate prey. The prairle

chickens were not easily shét, béing usuvally very wary of a hunter and .flying, before ho-
could got within rangee.

I used to carry a shotgun with me when out with the cattle (that is, after I was
eonsidered old enough to be trusted with the gun), and oﬁ';e,n I would bag a rabbit and
take it home, and we would have a good meal of fresh meat, OSome ‘of my ponies were not
afraid of the noise of the gun and I could shoot i“rom the saddle, which made it much
easlier to get the game,. Other ponies, however, d:!.sliked the noise of the gun, and when
I ralsed it to shoot they would jerk their heads and throw me off sigh‘!:. Then I would
have to diamount, and often by that time the geme had éisappeare&;-,;-.-

During the winters on our- homestead I frequently went out to the barn at night. to
shoot rabbits, Ths barn was built about two-thirds below ground, with windows aléng the

side about en a level with the ground. On the sids néxt the corral I would take a posi-

fhalls,

B

tion with the gun and wait for rabbits to come into the oorz‘al to eab tha scraps of hay
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the millet seeds that had been left by the cattle. I always folt a bit mean for shoobt-
» the unsuspecting rabbits from a window, but we needed the meat and I wanted to make
¢ that we had 1t,.

One cold winter day father and I decided to go out for a rabbit hunbt, We hitched a
sam to a szled and got aboards, We had uo luck at all for several hours, bub finally,
n the early afternoon, we saw a large rabbit, Is saw us, too, and got awsy before we
ore withi;.\ range, We chased him hither and yon for an hour or two, shooting at hinm
very time we thought we were close enough, but no luck. Finally we ran out of bird

iwt for the gun, and had to resort to willow plugs, which we cut to fit the gun and

‘about two inches in length. These "slugs" did not seatter, of course, as the shot would
'do, 80 we had to get closer to the rabbit in order to make s hit. After father had

J" blasted away with several of these slugs, he made a hit —- struck the rabbit and broke

] one of its hing legs. This slowed him down and we soon got close enough to finish him

off. By that tims it was late afternoon and we turned for home, hungry, tired, and

disgusted with our day's hunt. However, the rabbit made & good meal for the family,
I have always felt mean about the killing of one particular rabbit. It was this
% way: I had gome down to the Saline River one winter day to do a little skating. I had

no ice skates, simply s1id around on the soles of my boots. Suddenly I saw a half-

grown jackrabbit run out on the lce some fifty feel away, stop there, sit up and begin

o

to size me up. Something prompted me te throw a plece of ice at him, not for a momeont

BRI AT O s
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dreaming that I could hit him. So I let go, and much to my surprise I hit him squarely
’ on the side of the head and killed him instantly. Well, I did not think I had done‘
| such a smart thing when I looked down and saw the rabbit so atill and quiet. where a
moment before }he had beon so full of life, I excused myself; however, by remembering
that we needed some fresh meat, and he did make a good meal for us. But in all the years
since then I have seen that rabbit slitting there on the ice, moving his big ears to and

fro and blinking at me, no doubt wondering what in heck that big thing was standing over -

ST T
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i , I #till wish I had not been such & good shot on that par"hicular ococasion,
m:'s were o few coyotes on the prairies when we lived there. Ono of them could make

h noise as a whole ragimt, it saemed, and a3 I recall them I am reninded of some

exrh day coyotes with on].}, two legs, who make a whale of a noise although there may
«;m-ly one or 'bwo of “them doing the howling, One thing ooyotes taught me: nolse is
synonomous with numbers- | ‘ | _ | |

f‘fhe soyote seemad to, knm' when & man was carrying & gul. If ons did not have a
the coyote was not much maid, bub let & man carry a gun and tha coyote kaapb wall

;0f rang@. Sonehm he seened to semse the danger.

‘ We had a. coygta_ ..raundup one open winter. Some fifty or sixty settlers =
joineé in the rouh;iup; Each man started from his own place, and a1l gradu&lly converged
to a common ceiftér. Ths 1&6& was to drive tha coyotes to this ecentral point and then
‘i1l thems I joined in the drive, and by the time we had reached . ‘hhe mntral point I
Jfﬁunﬁ myself some six miles from home. ~The net reimlt of the &ay’"s d,r‘:nre WAS ~- One
-badly scared coyotel He was 'ﬁiapatched' with a six-shooter, and that ended him and the
'» dey's drive. That is, it almost ended the day. However, I still had to ride back
hm six miles, and all alone, at thate It was late in the afternoon when I reached
“home, quite disgusted with myself for having taken part in the humbq
' | | A BAD SCARE
One summer, when we had a large herd, it was necessary for me to ridé two ponies --
0h, no, not At the same time, I rode one in the forenoon and the other ome in the after-
noou. For this purpose I used to put a drag-rops on ,’cha pony I was to ride in the after-
noon, so that I could make sure of eatching that pony when I wanted it, This foPa was
usually about fifty feet long. U(me pony that I ussed soon got wise %o the drag-rope
trick, and when I would dismount from the pory I was riding to pick up the drag;—rbpe,

the other ﬁony ‘would suddenly start to run, leaving me clutching the air. Well, I fin-

T A . L. i e

#.. 8lly resorted to a little trick myself, whioh worked all rig}@t. un'bil one dsy when I was
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iding 8 mlf—brokan, nervous mustang that was afraid of everything new. My little trick
s to protend that I ws going bo dismount, and then when the pony to which the drag-
jpo was attached started to rum, I would return %o the saddle ingtead of dismountlinge

; er o time the pany would beooms careless and I would then quickly dismount and grab

iio rope. Well, on this particular day, I forgob that the pomy I wes riding did net

N aﬁything about my nice 1ittle triocke. .So."’ when the time ¢came to change ponies, I

de up alongside the drag-rope, stopped my pony, swung myself half way out of the

ddle, and then when the other pony started up I a'k‘kamﬁbeﬂ to swing myself back into
he saddle. This was smﬂﬁng entirely new to the pony I was riding, and instantly she
gave a startled leap forward, csusing ms to lose my hold on both saddle and bridle, and
I fell bbaclcwarda ¥y left foot caught in the stirrup, and there was Willlel The pony
wag a8 scared as I was, $The began to jump ahead and Xiok, meantime keeping her left

! gye on me, which caused her to run a bit sidewyise, Eer heels came popping past my

0 head at every jump shs made, and each second I fully expected that she would kick out
¥ what few brains I had, Only the fact -i‘k:hat she ran sidewise, saved my life. I was all
: the time frantically kicking with my left leg, trying to disengage my foot from the
stirrup, and after what seemed an ags, but prqba’bly was only a few seconds, my foob
came out and I was saved, It took me aL gaod while to0 recover from my fright, and when

I went home that evening and told mother, she was about as badly scared as I had beene

I had a good many olose calls, with ponies stepping into gopher holes while gal~
loping actoss the prairies, but none to compare with the foot-in~stirrup affair. Hore

than once while riding rapidly my mount would land with both front fest in a gopher

hole and eway we would go, both pony and boy, head over heels. Somebimes I think that
only dhe Providence that is snid to take cars of fools and children saved ry neolk,
At that, I hever had a pony that could run fast enocugh to sult me; I always wished for

one that could go faster. And soms of them were pretty goed, at that.
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THE LASSO

1 was never export with the iasao. In fact, I was just fairly good with 1t. We.
i no par‘clcular need to lasso tha stock, but I used to do a good deal of pmcticing

':."weu’c with the - hard._ﬂenarally I would salac'h 8 calf so that if I was lucky enaugh

eatoh him I could hold him whils I took the lasso off. One time I lassoad & pcmy
and_when it s'tarted to rum one of Ty spurs caught on the lasso aud for & short distance
was dragged by the heels, mmdering Just where I was going and hiow long it wmld talce

arrive. ' However, ny kic)clng ﬁmny loosened the spur, and I gob up, dete""j‘
‘hat thereafter I would }mow wﬁer& ny feet were with relation to tho 13886. _
The best man with a vlaaso wlum T mr saw was & Mexican.  He was: a wizaia. Hy- eauld
put his lasso right where he wanted i'b every time. In a corral he mul& u‘harh & Tavich
of ponies running around the corral, and then he would gradually single ou’c t}ma one he
wanted, gebt ‘_it to running _b-shind the others, and swishi +the lsseo would go out like a
’ .‘t‘iash, eatohing the pony Yy the neck, or by both fromt feet, just as simply, i‘h peemed,
ms seying A. B. C. I could éa‘tdh.*thém by the mneck, but placing the '.Iaséb..gb that an.
animal would jump into the loop wi'bh 158 front feet was a bit t&o 'mach for mo,
m FESTIVE CAETUS

TE&.RE were soveral mlsbios of castus plan‘bs on the prairies. The one I most

: dreaded was shaped like a marble, coversd all over with spikes nearly an mch lnng,

a8 sharp as needles. To stép on one of these meant trouble a.plenty. Onz day 8 naigh-

were both barefooteds In some way I had oarelessly stepped on one of these cactus, and
I was having a tough time of it trying to got u§ oourage enox;g.;h to yank the cactus
spike out of my foot. CARude stood by, 1augh1ng at mo and taunting me for my lack of
nerve, Finally he sat down - but got up muchk more quickly. He had sat down on. the
brother cagtus to the ona ‘bha.t was in my foot} And’ then it was my turn to langh, and

I oertainly did. Well, we 'both gritted our teeth, gave & ys.nk, and out come the spbkes,

bor boy na.m«ad Claudo Wallace came to visit me and was out with me tending the herd. We

P [ PR P [ SO A TSSO SRS IR SSIEP e SRR P, e



There was one species of cactus that had a very pretty flower on it. This one was

@ small plant, shaped somewhat like a pear, and looked very nice when in full bloom.

"ears" were three or four inches wide and a little longer than wide, and on sach of them
- grew & number of flowers tha£ later turned into fruit bulbs, Some people liked to eat
these bulbe, but T did not éure for them,

The yuecca plant grew on the prairies, but not in great numbers. These were very
eautiful when in full dbloom, as they are wherever they grow,

WILD FLOKERS

There were quite & numbsr of wild flowsrs on the prairies, Among thesé that I now
ecall were: beautiful poppies, some bright red, some deep red, some white in calor,
\K‘Thoy gave off a most pungent perfume that was almost stupefying to a person stan&ing
?f close to a bed of thome Then there was the delicate little sensitive plant, with very
f pretty flowers on it, and which, when touched, would irmediately close its leaves for a

time. There was a wild verbena, a veyy pretty flower, and the wild roses were both

" beautiful and sweet smelling.

VAR e

There were in the springtime hundreds of thousands of little preirie flowers that

3 e

had no name that I know of. Kach flower grew on a single stem six or oight inches tall,

and the flowers were red, white, blue or Pink &s & rule. Thers was also, along the

B
i3

streamb, what we called the Johnny=jump-up, a littla purple flower, The thistles, of
course, nud rather pretty flowers on them, and we youngsters used to chew these {lowers
and oall them tobacco.

'The wild sunflower abbunded by the millions, especially where a Rowed field had
been ullowed to go uncultivated for a time. The sunflowers would appropriate such A
:; field and shortly thers would be tens of thousands of sunflowers with their smiliﬁg
i'f&ces looking up into the sun and following it in its course all day long. HNext Morne .

ing they would be facing east again, waiting for the rising sun,
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‘Phere were ‘cm or threa such large fields of sunflowers on our homestead, and I

to amse myself if i:he hsz-d was near by, riding through -!:he field and snapping

the- flowers from the stalks. with my blac}mmke whip. When 1/ w arm gremt *bire& I.

xenew_ on my fm charger. and cntting eff 4the haa&s of the anaw in grea'h :mmberﬂ. .

plarrkthat '

Thero was also what s callod tha bsrhter-md-—agg p];ant, a llttle 'gr,‘en
,aw close to the ground, and on which there were clusbara of bright yol‘.lw ;flmrs,

1te small, which raaam'blad, in oolor, the yolk of an agg. These wvere rrequently used "

as "graens" and were very fine to eats
were used as greens and wers

There were many dandelions, also, and thess, too,

quite delicious.s
| . WILD FRUITS

Thore were not marny wild fruits. We did have the wild choke oh@rry, which resembled

.'i.'bhe domestio cherry, bub wes smallere When ripe this fruil was very *ba.a'hy, and when made

“into a ple it was delicious.
not very plentiful, howevers It grew in sandy

The sand plum Was ;alnfothor £ruit,
not more than two oot highe

" places, usually near a streanm, the bush being low, usually

The plums were of fair size and when ripe were very good ea“aimg.

_ Ag already stated under anokher heading, there was tha fruit of the bigoem‘ed

Tt was quite mn of seedBs v

/" oactus, which some people 1iked to eat.
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ABT HILLS AND INDIAN BEADS

Scattered all over the prairies were numbrous ant hills, usually made by small red

t5e. It was a common thing to be able to find small beads among the grains of sand
at made up these hills, or mounds, I used to spend a good deal of my time while out
Wlth the herd, digging into these ant hills and picking out the beads, I found white,
d, black, yellow and green beads, and often I made them into rings and wore them

%n my fingers. I also made rings for my sister, Libbies It was always interesting to
me to try to ploture in my mind the Indians in eamp on the prairies, losing some of
%hair beads which later were gathsred by the ants, However I mever felt sorry that 1.
fiad not been there at the same time that the Indians wero in camp, I elways thought

" that perhaps they might have gathered in a scalp, had I been there then,

I used to find an ococasional flint arrowhead that some Indian had lost, but I

" never found a tomahawk,

;E Sdmntimsa, when time seemed to drag, I would cateh a lizard and take him %o an ant
nill, brush off the top of the hill to get the ants excited, and then put ¥r, Lizard
in their midste FHe would lis there inert for a few seconds, but suddenly he would come
to 1ife and begin to scurry away in great haste as the ants swarmed all over hime It
was fun for me, but I am sure that meither the ants nor the lizard could ses any humor
in the situations If by chance an occasional ant got to exploring my omm anatony, I

became about as busy as the lizard had been, even though the ant might not be "in my

pants,” Any place was bad encugh 1f he took a notien to sample the "landscaps” over
© which he was travelinge

E Zach spring and fall of the year we had to endure great swarms of flying antse .
First there would be a horde of small red ants, then a horde of large're%ﬁ ants, and
finally a horde of large black ants, For a coupls of days each horde would infest
everything., They were particularly pestiferoue in the fall of the year. A day or

two before the first lot of them cade along 1 would get a peculiar taste in my mouth,
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: ,,would say to myself: ”Woll, the ants are coming", and sure 'enough,' .’m a day of two

lwould come by the millioms.

‘_Qacasionally I was 1 wi'bnesa to & graat battle being stag;ad betwaen an arny of red

| and an army of black antae ’i‘heaa Wors, of course, the grmmd ants. They rsally'
ught, too, a.nd meny ® doughty warrior suecmnbed to the superior aﬁrena;hh or blte,
his fos, Sometimes I took a hnn& in the meles and scatbared ’both armiaa hi"ther and

, but inveriably $hey .xjéfomd; i‘.helr ranks and the battle u-ontmea ;m

ry or perhaps with even greator fnry because of the unfriami}y interzuptim.
. THE OLD SOD SCHOOLHOGSE I

. THE first school term we had after moving to. Kansas was held ina li:b‘tla sod school.
housa some two miles from where we lived., It was located there so as to be conveniert
Por the children of quite & numbsr of settlers scatiered over the prairies for miles
around, e had wooden seats of plain boards, and desks of the same m*-hezfial. ‘i‘ﬁe
.»Suilding bad no floor, except the earth from which the sod had been renmoved in huilﬁiﬁg
the houss, We youngsiers used to go to school in our bare Pfeet most of the time, and
" we would wriggle our toea in the dust of the floor while studying our lessons.

Kiss &laxs;. Uiller was our first teacher, She had to ride aome sight miles from
her home to the sohool house each moraning, and rgt@n home each afternoon, She was 2
good taacher, and very kind to us. She used to have us sing a song each morning before

turning to our lessons. A verse of oné of those somgs still lingers in my memory, It

ran liks this:

Wolre a happy little band,

¥arching omward hand in hand, N
With the Bible for our guids, :

And with Jesus at our sides o

Sounds Exxmkixgx something like a Sunday school song, but we all sang if Jm-stily. '
Those were great days for the youngsterse We had plentL[of time for games, and We were

all strong and healthy. Darry Kelly, my cousin, was the best rumer in school, and

~,
-
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80 the most difficult to emtoh, He just seemed to wriggle out of any hold. I be~
eve that I was the second best yumner, Our school term was only three months -
May, June and July, in those days.

Each Triday afternoon we hod readings and recitatinnms, ‘glven by puplls selected
%ﬁy the teacher, I was mueh terrified when my turn oame, but stood up and did the
‘iﬁest I could, which was not aiwaya 8o very much. I did not mind reading from a book,
but to have to commlt a poem to memery and then get up before the school and. recite
L, well, that gave ms a desire %o be & thourand miles avay from that spots but inw
“e‘bead, I was "on the spot" for sure. I still reocall some of those recitations. One

>.-f thenm begen like this:
A In the hay, in tle hay,
Toas wo and tumble;
Ho one to say us nay,
No ons to grumbls.
While I lmew something of the fun of tossing and tunbling in the hay, and had often
done 80, 1 did not enjoy telling the sohool about it,

My very first "effort" in school, however, took place back in the school in Pue
laski, I was probably about six years of age. There had besn & numbar of readings
and recitations, and finally the teacher asked if there were any others who would
like to ndd to the program. Some evil little demon must heve whispered in my ear,
for I put up my hand, and the teacher said "All right, Willle, come right up and
say your piece." And Willdd did. It was a elassic:

Monkey, menkey, bottls of beer,

How many monkeys have we here?

One, two, three, out goes he,
Just what the teacher's opinion of my initial appearance before the public was, I
have never known, but I have often had a sneaking idea that I could guess what it
was, and that it would coineide gquite olosely with my owm later and more mature

Judgment of that occasion,
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I bellebe the old sod mchool house served its purpose for & yesr or ‘br:o.,. and then’
; e school was held in the old "Wilhelm house", which was not far distant. This Wilkelm

-"'se wasg built of lixmatcme rock antl had a couple of rooms, ons of whioh served I‘or the

hool. After that the school wes held i the house that my unole Jake Kelly had built

on s homsstoad, half & mile from where wo lived, Ie and aunt E11 end Harry had re-.

ﬁ:rned to Pulaski in the swmmer of 1882, I think it was, and tha house stood vocank un‘bil, .

t was used for the schoole One of our teachers in this sehcov_llwas_ h%iss_‘Rﬂ;seo_ua Walksr.
a'allled Baciy by her i‘riends. She liwved about & mile a‘nd. halr, maybe two miié’isA frnrm the
:_ hool house, and rode to and fro daily on a pony. We had a Fall term of school a‘b this
ime. and great was the delight of the children when, in the latter part of ‘che term,
*a:e: would bave our first fall of smow. Little attention was given to l_easans _when the
first flakes of snow began to ﬁ/\all. fThose first great flakes seemed as larpge as dole

lers, and when t‘hejr had ocovered the ground wo would x play fox-and-geess, and have

. battles with snowballs, and then trudge home through the snow with happy hearts.

| LATER SCHOOL TAYS

In 1885 we moved from our old home place to & sectlon of school land about two miles
e southeast. There was a dsse'ﬂ:ed houso on this land which we fixed up and lived in for
some time, Later fath‘sr built us a swall house nearby, whers we lived mxtil we moved

to Wokeoney. |

%While 1living on the school land I went to school in Wakeeney, riding to and f‘rc)ﬂ

‘ b- daily on a ponye ¥e lived about four miles from town, so I had;( 4 nice ride each
morning and afternoon.

_ After we moved to town I of courss oontimued to attend school there, and my final
examinatiohs were taken under the eareful eye of Profsssor Opp, who was a most cul-
ﬁuréd and kindly mane I still have one or two of my old school books and several of
. my examination papers. |

Tﬁo things the youngsters in those days really learned in school, Cne was reading,
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uho other was spelling. We were drilled and drilled daily on both of these, .We'h#d lots

f fun in our "spelling down" comtests, and as a rule I was ‘one of the last to go down,

;""nd ocoasionally I was the last one on ﬂm floor -- I mean, the last on¢ loft standing.

.‘ We learned to spell "to", "too" and "two", and also the moaning of ench on® of them,

‘f‘hioh is & doggoned lot more thsn many college graduates ean do in these present days of

jo-onlled "higher education.” The modern college graduate seldom knows hoyr 'ho spell ocore

en*tly, and cannot compose a letter of application for a job that does not look and read

:“Y" 8 if it had been turned out by a Iourth-gradar. But I do not want to start on thwb Ine.

After wa moved to Tacoma in 1889, it was intended that I should go tof ac!mol, hnt : \
t became necessary for me to go to wirk, so ny school days actually ended in‘ﬁakoéﬁay, B

fithat i3, until I entered the “80);@31 of Bard Knooks", in which I have learned a great deal

RATTLESNAKES
RATTLESKAKESL Lookout! These were a source of considerable danger to us on the
prakries, although they nearly always sounded a warning when we got mnear them, They made
a most omlnous sound, and no one ever heard that sound without stopping dead still until
. he could locate the snake. 1 used to kill these snakes snd then out off their rattlas
i and put them on my hatband as ornmmentnk%’_ ~Scmetimee I would find a disearded skin from
one of these snakes (they shed *em every year) and >I would fasten it around my.}m‘k for a
band and felt quite dressed up,
I alwaysihede it my business to kill every ratbtler that I saw, Usually I did this
:with my blacksnake whip, but sometimes I would let my dog do the killing. 1" would attract

the snake's attention with my whip, and the dog would get on the opposite side of the

¢ snake, Jump in,# grab it, give it a few lusty shakes, and that was the end of the snake,

i One time-'the dog and I were worrylng & snake when both dog and smake sprang at

TN e et it

dE
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ach other at the same instant. The dog's mouth was wide open, of course, and ‘the . -

nake's head went right into that open mouthl The dog was scared, and 80 was Is

nd no doubt the snake was at least surpriseds The dog withdrew from thé ﬁ.‘ghtr - 1

and I got busy with my blacksnalce wlxip “and killed‘*the*&nake**inmhort order.; For-—‘frr—fw—i—
mmtely the dog had suffered no harm. }‘a‘a never tried that trick again on a anake.

¥y fatbar was out one day in the i‘j.ola ra,k:mg up some hay, when he came upon )

rattlar. He began to tease 1'!;, yut’cing the rake handle dm 111 i‘ron‘h of it and let—
ing it strike, Finally the anake uade & vielous strike, slld right up thﬁ rake : |
handle, and almost hit father's hand. Needless to say father qu.tt focling and killed
he snake. . He had had quite enough fun for one day, he saide

One swmer & shepherd dog omed by the Walkers wandered awatlfrom home' s.nd came .
to stay with us. As I did not have a gog at that time, I was glad to have this one
“te help me with' the h‘erd. After quite a long time I missed him one day, an& thought
hé bhad probatly gone »b_ack home. Some thrba or four days later I sew an animal coming
tMrd ma Across thé prairie, He looked almost like a young lion, and I got on my
pony ready to take flight. However, as the animal drew nearer 1 aaw that it was tﬁis
same dog. His head and neck were swollen o almost twice their normal size, é_ncl he |
réally looked guite formidable. Thé evident .explanation was that he had ‘besn ‘Bittqn
by a rattler and had gone to tﬁa river and had stayed there in a pool ofv water for

three days, until the effects of the poison had begun to wear off, and had then

started out to find me., He fully recovered, but from them on he let the snakes alone.

- VWhen this dog was just a puppy, he was bitten by a rattler. The Walkers im-_- :

: ’d‘iat'ely took him to wak@eney and dPsed him with whiskey for two or three days, and
he recovered. At lenst, that is the way the story wes told to ms, and I reckon it
was trus. I do not think any of the Walkors were addicted to drinking whiskeyl

Once or twice while we 1ived there we heard of some setﬁled‘who had been bitten

‘by a rattler and had gone blind and died a horrible death after wandering helplessly
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out on the prdrie and calling for halp. that never came, S ' ,
One afterncon when Minnle, ¥lldred, Harry Kelly and I were returning home from sshool
bi¥irmie suddsnly let go a teritfic shriek, and when we looked around, lo and behold, she
4 walked right aver = big rattler that wae crawling along on the ground acrogs fqur mﬁh,
Fortunately for her the anake was not solled, ctherwise she might have been bi;bﬁe)iz.
THE JONES PAMILY | |
ne summer we had somo 400 head of eattle and 30 or 40 ponies, and the alase-herding

é;t’ these animals required two of us %o késp them from trespassing on whest mr.teem

fields. The grazing was nobt onnﬁma’to owr own lands, but included the lands of other -. ;
gettlers, as well as vacant, or zmlae&tad, 'limés. S50 we hed a wide area in which the ‘
stock ranged while grazing. Thls kept two of us busy all the time, as we had to keep |
" riding around the herd to kesp 1t within proper limits.

As father had the farm work te attend to, he got a man nemed Jones to come with
his wife and child o live ab our place with us. M other, Libbie and my 1little brother :
Tomay were living in Wakeeney, where mother was busy at her dressmaking, to supplement

the meagér purse of the familye

This man Jones wes a shiftless 'am-'h of fellow, and hiz wife was a poor qook and
& worse housekeeper. OShe was such a bad cook that I all bubt starved to death until
| I got sort of used to her style of cooking, Thers were gnats in all the food, and in 3
the milk and the coffes that we drank, Smkxt Their bones were not ladige nor difficult

to chew, but somohow or other I just did not relish thems Oeczslomally father would

let me to go town for a day or 8o while he took my place with Jones in watching the :

Lierd, And boy, how I did relish the good meals my mother set befors mel I Jjust ate

and ate and ate -- and then I would lie down and gromn, the while I thought hew very ,

delicious the msals were.



| MOTHER GIVES VE A RING _
“fn the sumer of 1885 mother and Libble made a trip to Iows, visiting with relatives

Test Union. While there mother bought mo a nice fingar ri.ng snd sent it To mo. It

p;;round, but all to no avalle " The ring was gone, and I was all but '

In the summer of 1889, after we had moved to Tacoms, I one day receivad A very smll
ac}mge by mall from Wakeeney. That was my surprise and delight om opening the package
o0 find that it contained ny lost ringl Cousin ¥ildred had found the ring in their cor-
ral near where I had lost it somd Pour years 'bef.ora. I wore the ring -s-ﬂﬂ:aadily until
ke winber of 1909-10. One night in Cordova, while out shoveling 'sﬁow to make a path
from our back door to the coalshed some fifty feet away, I apgain missed the ringe I
Aflookad for it in the snow, but “of course could not find its No doubt 1t is still there,.
1 Telt very badly about losing 1t. |

I DRIVE TO .;ARDEH CITY
One fall day a friend of father's who wa.s a mrpenter, ‘wanted to go to Garden b’ity,
which was somé 30 or 40 miles southwest of s-»a}ceemy. - Father was busy, 80 he arrsnged
for me to take the man down there, e hitched two poniles to the buckboard and the man
and I, with his tool cheét, headed, for Jarden City. f;*ié arrived t;mre shortly after

noon, having started vary early in fhg nmorning. "After leaving the man at a hotel I
at once headed for homs, as I did not want to. drive too late at night, I did not .atop

R for lunch, or dinner as we called it then, and by mid-afternoon I ﬁas very hungry.

Finally I came to & farm house and atopped ‘Eo seo i:t‘ I conld get 8 bite to eat.s I
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found that there was no one at home, So I looked arcund for something eatable. There
was an outdoor cellar nearby, and finding the door unfastened I went in, There WRB
ome bread there and a little msat, and.i“.rbm those I made a hasty meal, all the time
B foaring that the people would return and find me theres I could not imagine what they
j might do to me, Before I left I took & place of paper and wrote a note on 1%, ex-
: ;E’_rla,ining thet I had taken the liberty of helping myself to something to eat, and I
loft some 22 cents —- ell that I had — 88 payment for the food. I signed my nauo and
gave my address, and for some Llme aftor that I half expected to hear somsthing from it,
¥ but never did. I arrived home late £hat pight, cold, sleepy, and again hungry. I had
i driven aom§ 75 miles that daye.
MY FIRST CIGAR

One day father and I drove to Clay Center, I believe it was, and stayed thers over
night. In the ovening I strolled about the town, and seeing a oigar store comcluded it
was a good chance to have a smbke., So I bought a nickei cigar and lighted 1t and walked
around town puffing away until it had been smokeds Then I returned to the hotel. Soom
I began to feel very queer, ¥y head began to ache and-I gre;ev dizzy and folt very ill,
I went out on the lawn in front of the hotel, lay down on the grass, and for some two
pours I was just about as "seasick" as ome could well be. That ended my cigar smoking

for a long, long time. 4nd as I lay there on the lewm I certainly "moralized" to myself

on the utter folly of smoking -- especially cigarsi
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OUR LAST DINNER BEFORE LEAVIRG K.ANSAS POR TACOMA

Gn the day that we were to taks tho train from Wakeensy for Tacame, Washingbon,
—}.ioﬁher—rl,i—bbi;eﬁandJ were—out at unsle Stuart!s place, snd- our last dinner in Fansas .
" was had with uncle Stuart, aunt Mary and Mildred. It was a wonderful meal, such as
only aunt Kary could prepare, and I recall that I ate wntil T was abaolutely "full up."
I do not recall in aaemwm we had, but I do remember the superb coffes, with the
thick cream in it that floated on'top of the coffes, and the delicious sugar cookies
which sunt ¥ary always made just a 1ittle better than anyone &lie, ~After dimner
uncle Stuart took us to town in his 1um‘b§r wago:i, and '#é-stcbpeé.' {ilith cur friends,
the Eshers, at their hotel umtil train tims, which was at nidnight or later.

There ﬁere'some four or five families in the party, all headed for Tacomi, They
hadAch&rteréd a coach for themsslves and a freight oar for their goods. We had a very
merry time together on the tripe There were: Yrs. Killam and iwr daughter Cora, a most
charming young lady; L?,:s.. Baisford and her several youngsters, one or two othér famie

lies whom I do not ;n@r reaall, and mother, Libbie and me. We took our own food along,

and cooked our meals on the coal heating stove in the coachs The men folk of the party
had gone on ahead some months previously and were all awaiting us in Tacomas

Each succeeding day of the trip brought new scenes and 1t was an intensely inter-
esting trip. The first time I saw the word "SALOOK" was on the morming after our de-
parture, when we stoppsd at a station in eastern Colorado, Across the street from the
depot stood a building with that word painted in large letters across the fromt. I
tried to figure out what it meant, but copld not do so, and finally asked mother, who
told me what it meante I have since that day seen both the outside and the inside of
many saloons, fancy as well as disreputabls, but never yet have ‘I seen & good one,
‘There is no such thing. The liguor business is an oublaw; it cannot be tahed nor con-

trolled. It is inherently bad in svery rsspect.
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TACOHA

Ry .mothor and gister and I arrived in Tacoma late in the evening of a very rsiuy
day in early February,1889. Father met us at the depot with a haok, or eab, and we
weare taken to our new home on South Yakima Avonng -~ 1211 was the number, _There had
‘_ba'on continuous raifall for many days, and the streats were rivers of mud, almast

' hub deep. We went up Pacific Avemume to Eleventh Street, then up Eleventh to Yakima

| “Avemss, and then a blook and a half south to our home. Eleventh Streot was & meving
yiver of mud several inches deeps .

\ There wore few sidewalis on Pnocific Avenue in those early dn.y#m and I rmmbﬁt that
st 11th, 12th and other cross strests, there were no erosswalks - only 2x12 planks
laid on top of the mud and extending from one side of the Avenue to the other, These
were "one way" walks -- if you saw s coming in your direction on the plémk you
sinply waited until he got &rer lto your side, and then you hurried to e;'osa before somew-
one else started your waye It ﬁaa not difficult to get "mud in your eye™ in those deys,

I had intended going to school in Tacomsa, but circumstances foreed me to change my
plans and in the late summer I atarted to work at the Ploneer Book Bindery, which was
owned by Mr. end ¥rs. Howe. The comcern is stlll poing strong, wnder the management
of one or two sons of the Howes, who long since passed to thelr reward.

I went %to work at seven £& o'clock in the morning and worked unbil six at night,
and received the staggering pay of four dollars per week{ I swept up the place each
morning.’ dld all sorts of other jobs that nobody else wanted to do, and xﬁaan‘him begen
to learn something about the book binding business. I made up the glue and paste, .
and heli)ad the book binder with his work, and gradually began to do some of the binding
work myaali‘; and after some three and & half years I was doing law~gheep binding, half
and thrée-quarter leather binding, and finally full leather binding, also some morroco
‘leather wor'k.' Then I was fireds ZThe boss said 1t was because I had commenced to be

careless in my work, even Intimated that I talked to the girls too much.. But I have
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always had a suneaking idea 'that the real resson was that he wanted to raduce expenses,

as the business was none too good, thers being a depression on at the time,

I BECQME A LA&T CLERK

- On loaving fhe.. bindery, in 1892, I attended Tatt's Business Cclie@a* where I
studied s‘&enogra-nizy, typlng and ‘b’ookkeéeping, I concentrated on “hha- ai:andgx‘aphy at’
£irst,, and after hmring an hourts lesson at the school each day I would g0 home, lock
myself in a room, and study for six hours, only taking time out :Bor hmoh. I kepd: th:m
up for three months, and thon took up the ’byping, and later the b§akheaping, in addi=
tion to continuing with the stanograp}w. "

When I had completed the course I begén to look around for an 'oﬂ‘i@e '.'jcb; -and
finally secured one with théjla—m f£irm of Aﬁoxia' & Rich&rdson,. I did not rec‘ei;ve. any
pay ab first, but was allowed to serve all Ale.gal papers, for #hioh I received one
dollar for each person served, and 10 cents per mile for travels After several months
I was placed on a small salarye |

I enjoyed the work in the law office very much, ¥r. Hoxle was a fins old gentle~
man, and Mr. Richardson was 8 splendld lewyer who had coms to Tacoma from Kississipple
(n Saturday afternoons we had little to do, and oftentimes Mr. Hoxie would come out
into my ro;:m,' 8it on the aornei of my desk, and reminimce. I always énjcyed these
oconsions. I have never forgobten one bit of advice that he gave me. He said to mes
"Shorthill, if you ever start practising law, keep this in mind: if you ‘ever have %o

choose between sating and wearing good clothes, wear the good clotheas " That was

very wholesome advice, and every since then I have kapt. it in minds It is still good
advice, A man's ‘appéarance ha-a. very muoch to do with his success, especlally if he
has to come in ;:onts;ct with other peoples

. I studled law as time permitted, u;ﬁzil the ver'ui of January, 1898,__ 'ﬁhen I quit the

law office to go to Skagway, Alaskae I had studied for some time quite hard, and
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4n late 1897 was admitted to practice before the Superior Court of Plerce County. As
by that time I had my eye on Alaska, I did not go to Ofympla and present my certiflcate
o a8 to be admitted befors the state supreme court. I have sometimes whphed that I

A © any rate, I gained a groat) deal of waluable experience while in the law ofw
| #1ce, and while I did not attenmpt to practive law after going bo Alaska, wy years of
| .bxperienca had given me a good daul of nowledze of tho law and of legal rorma. all
of which has ever sinece served me well in the various positions that I hnve held.
"I am swre that I have often smrﬂd n;y amployera . good many dollars by my ]mwle&ge |
of legal forms, otc.
| IN THE TOILS OF THE POLICE

In the good old days when bicyoles were the shief mode of "rapld™ transportation,
I 8id a great deal of bicyeling, One evening a friend of mine, Harry Baker, who was
working in a bicycle store at 9th &treet and Tacoma Avenue, suggested that he and I
Zxk go for a ride after he had closed the wtore. 80, at nine o'clock we started cut
for South Tucama, and in dus tim we wore riding along the maif] ztreet on the slde-
walk, Marry was scme fifty feet ahead of me, when suddenly a great apparition in
the form of & tall, long-armed policeman loomed up in front of him and blocked the
way. Hsrry stopped, of course. ¥When I arﬁved on tho scene I asked Horry what the
trouble was. He said the copy claimed we were riding too fast on the walk -- golng
more than sixz miles an hour} Which almost unbsliewable speed was against the law,
; Fancy thate

I asked the cop what he was going to do, and he said he would have to take H‘arry
to the police station. I said, "Well, ‘how about me?" He said he did not ses me and
did not know how bfast I was ridings 5o I pot what I thought was a bright ‘:l.ds.a.._ I saicd
to the cop, "iell, I was with Baker, and 1f you takey him you will have o £ak<6 ne."
This stumped the cop for a minute, but only a minute. Then he said "All right, both

3 : .
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of you come along with me." And we did, When we reached the station the sergeant in
sharge asked what was up. The c-.op} said we had been riding too fast on the sidawalxc.

The sergeant wanted to kmow wha‘h the cop proposed ’cc do with us, and ‘tha aop}' said

that if we would put up five dollars bail each we could goe Well, five dollars was
-almost a smali fortune in 'thosa days', and we did not lmve it. We did have about that
 amount ‘bebween us. Ve of‘fered our watehas and our bikes, but the eop said they were
no gbo&. (zua.-ss he needed the money, ‘boo. Wall, 1 suggested bha’b 1 stay and that we
put up the five dollars so that larry could go on back to towns Then Harry said he
would go to town and dig up another five and come bmok and lst me out, Which he did.
Keantime I was plaéed in the hallway in front of some cellis‘a;zcl' given a ohair to sit
on while I walted for larry to return. It took him about an hour, and during that
hour I tried to figure out some way of burning down the station, but could not see
how I could get ouwt if I started the fire. GSo I just sat and sat. Ever sincs then
my sympathiss have been with the fellow who has to go‘ to jail,

The next day I ?;*e:r‘;tw %o the police court in Tscoma with a lawyer friend &f mine,
Colonel Albert A. Joab, who was reaheaded and red-tempered, and who practiced before
the ‘police court a good deal, When the case came up Josb got up and told the court
that"these two fine young men had beea thrown into jail like.a. couple of hoboes and
had been humiliated and mistreated.” The judge was an Irishmane After listening

to Joab's story for some time he finally said: "Jell, I don't know as there is any

| ignominy in being arrested for riding too fast on a bicycle, and besides, the bicy-
clists themselves were in favor of the law, But I guess these young men bade learned
a lesson, and we will remit the bail and dismiss the caée.“ Hip, hip, hoohay:!. That
was all I wanted to hear; we were to get our five bucks back, which meant more than
anytuing else. Sb I went to the clerk's desk and got the ten dollars, and after the
judge had dismissed court I went into lils room and thanked hrn, and told him 1t wes

the first time I had ever appeared before him, and that 1t would be the last, It was,
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HUNTING BEARS

One sumer my friend Steve Collins (now and for many yeers manager of the Tacoma
Toe Company) and I went om & vacation for two weeka, We went by beat frém Tacoma to
Gig Har‘obr, a fow miles from Tacoma, then remted two borses and rode over to the town
opposite Charleston (nowr Bremertom), snd then on out inmbo the country some ten or
- twelve miles. Ve pltchaed our camp on 8 sandy beach by the side of a small_gra__ak,:’_
and spread our bunks under a little wopden bricige that spanned the creek."d on thx;
way out, while golng through the timber, we spled a big black bear alongside the road
buslly engaged in pleking berrisa, but as m:;r shotgun and rifle were packed in owr
bagpage, we did ‘not harm the bear, which ran crashing away through the brush ~- much
4o our reliefl |

' After making camp we pleketed our horses and gtarted out afoot with the rifle
and shotgun, scouting around to' see what the prospects might be for game. A quarter
of a mile from camp we came to a dense/\ T e Z of brush, and running hither and yon
through this brush wers 1ittle "tunnels" which we discovered were the runways of the
bears. Like a coupls o%tools we started erawling through one of these tunnels, not
stopping to think what would happen should we mest a bear head one Fortunately for
us that did not happene.

The next morning we found that our horses had broken their tethers and wers

n¢ where is sighte They had evidently been frightened Yy & bear in the night, had
brokin loose and started for homs. We hurried after them, and after going several
miles we overtook them in a #lat where the grazing was good, and caught thém. At this
place we saw the footprints of a bear that mist have been the great-grandfather of |
all the bears in the State of Washingbon. The tracks were &8 large a8 would be the
impri,nt‘of & large ham., We were glad the bear was nowhere to be seen. And we did
not spend any time hunting for him.

Ye hunted each morning out in the old roadways through the woods, whiech had

been used by the Simpson Lumber Company years before in their logging operatlons,
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We 'go'b a few rabbits, whieh we cooked over an open fire, and saw. some grouse, which
we did not get. Could not vat within shooting distance of them. Ye triad fishing
in the creek one morming, and followed 1% for two or threa miles, wi’bh no luck,

"Finally we ' made ‘out way out tl throug,h the dense nndsrbruah, tired, hcb and hungry.

A mile Or HOre awhy We 8aw. a. couple oi‘ housas and headed for them, as they were
vesrer to us than our canmp. "i’hen we sarrived we famd that t&mm was &n nld compa.ny
stur.e -bhere and two housaa. This was at what was called 'Elift-uxx. The old man at

" the atore did not have anything in the way of ;t‘oo& except nm hardtack, prohably

' geveral years old, We boug;ht some of this, borrmred 8 aauple af‘ ‘kin cupa, wen‘t: au‘b
to & pump, filled the tins with water, and "dunked" the hardtack until 5.{: was " soi‘t
enough %o bite_‘ through m.’_th safety, We made a meal of"b‘his‘, and what a meall

Steve and I often said afterwards that we could not fenwmber when anything tasted
quite as good as that water-somked hardtack, -

One day while out hunting we had sighted soms grouée,, and I cocked the shotguﬁ
preparatory to shooting, when t“ne gr'ousé_rle*w away. I lowered the gun bt forgot to
lower the hammers, and walked along, behind Steve, with the gun still cocked. Sudg.
denly there was a tremenduous BANGI When Steve amd I recovered from our surprise
wa raalized that I hdd inadvertently toucfmd the triggers of fbhg gun and hsd blaged
away with both barrels, almat dixfect]y at S’céve. The things he said to me would
not bear repeating, Wow} I can 'hear him yet, | |

The two weeks pa.ised very quickly, and we returned to Tacomn feeling quite f£it

for anything that might come along in the way of work., We were not particularly |

sorry that we had not killed a bear, and we were very glad that ths bears had not

eaptured elther of us e
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THE RAINBON CLUB

In the spring of 1887 a group of young peopls orgenized the Rainbow Bleycle Club

and invited me to join. I did so. Miss Floremce Miller, a piamo teacher, wes the
president of the club. Dave Worden, Walter Waddell, Will Miller, Miss Maude liles,
Miss Perriott, Miss Rattie Bostwlok, R. A. Starkweather, Harry Bunker and half =
do-ﬁmn ‘others were membora, 48 also were ¥r. and lrs. Charlea. Bedford and M¥r. and

- Nrs. Crommrell.

In late June ‘bhe olub rented a house on the shore of American Laks, near the
Bedford home, and we maved out there and apent seven weeks at the place. Ve had @
wonderful time, Some of the girls remained at the lake place during the daytimes,
but most of the ‘men".bers worked in Tecoma and rode in each morning and out each ove-
ning. The camp was eleven miles from the business district of Tacoma. ¥re aund
th.é. Crommell were our first chaperones, and they were good ones, They were not
oo watehful, and entered into all the fune Also, they took along their cow, so we
had fresh milk and cream every daye .

As there were more gzirls than boys at the camp, the boys had a particularly
good thme. Florence Miller, Hattle Bostwick and Maude Miles were particular favor-
ites. énly trouble with Haude was that she was engaged to Will Miller, brother of
Florence, and while she was very frisndly with the rest of the fellows when Will
was nob there, once he cams on the scone she simply "frosme" the rest of us out.

l%_ did not appreciate that. |

One Sunday morning the girls got hold of Bave Worden's clothes bafore he and
I werse up, and hid thems They gave him an old red gingham wrapper of Mrs, Bedford's,
after cutting off all fhe buttons, and this was all he had to wear throughout the
wh&la daye He bhad to use nails for fastening the wrapper together, and he was a
mnny sig;ht, Ee took it all in good part, howevers

will Hiller and Hande E{iles were married later on, and meny years afterwards,

]
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when leola and I were visibing in Tacoma from Juneau, we were invited %o their home
for an evening with a. lot of the “old gang", We had a fine time, anii'-evezfyona Was
.moé;!t friendly toward Leols, whish pleased me greatly and for which T i‘jalﬁ_:‘ dosply

" grateful to my oldtime friends.
“During the evening a disoussion arose as to how the various ’ﬁ;arrie& nembers of -
the club got along together, - Finally Will Miller, who wis then quite valdy ‘!ibpped

the discussion with the re‘m'ﬂn- ‘Miell, ny wife and I got alemg 3ust ﬁne. We trade

‘& head rub for a back aora&:oh. and everything is just ldvely." 'E‘véﬁbii#ﬁiaizéhad-
, ami qujoys.d the joke, oxcayf;a.itaudeq If looks would have xilled Wi.ll g
would have been guilty of zmu‘&er. o o
Wihen the time came ta braak canp and go back to town at the encl ar our cuting

at the lake in 1897, Flerenae Hiller and a ¥ids ¥an Cole Albertson, o-f_Keokuk, Iowa_,
who had ﬁeen a guest a.t. _thg club for a week or more, remained to help pack 'afvery-
thing up for shipment to Tacoma. Walter Waddell and I also remained to help in the
packing, One of the last things to ba tied up was e large roll of bedding from the
girls' room. After the two girls had spent a lot of time rolling this bedding up,
they asked ¥Waddell to tie It up, and théy cautioned -him to be eareful, This arcused
his suspicions s 50 he fall &ll over the roll and mde & terrible job of tying it up,
while the two girls ah'd and oh'd ané told him to "please be careful, ¥aliter," Iater
on Walter and I found out that the raasoen for the girls' alarm was the fact that ine
side of the roll of bedding they had placed a piece of srockery -of c-midergblé slze
which had reposed under one of the beds in the girls' roem} Walter and I often
had a good laugh about 'bhat incldent.

¥ias Albertson was ‘& most charming young lady of some elghleen years, snd I took
quité a liking to her, which she geemed to reciprocate. Only trouble was that she
left for her Keokuk home & few days after we broke camps Some time aftér ghe had

"gone home I wrote to her,‘-juat to see if she would reply. She did, and we correas=
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ponded for quite a number of years, end I enjoyed her letters very much. One time
ghe wrote me that she would like a diamond ring. Well, I did not know whether this
wag intended to make it easy for me to propose, or jJust what it meant; Altyhow; I
replied to that by suggesting to her that she axkex ask her broy(ther for ths ringl
Could anything have been meaner than that, I ask you? However, we continued to
correspond until about the time Leola and I woere married. Then I thought it bést
%o write Nan and tell her about the approaching wedding. She wrdte a very lovely
lotter in reply; and wished Lecla and me all the happiness in the worlde Good_ﬁani
Even now I wish I might see her gné talk over old times. Oh, oh, here c@s Lecla,
80 I guess I'd best change the subject. Ia, ha. Yo, Lecla has never been jJealous

of any of my "old flsmes.” ind she greatly enjoyed Nan's last letter.

FRIEEDS IN TACOMA

During my eleven yesrs in Tacoma, before going to Alaska, I had formed many de=
lightful friendships, quits a number of which have continued on down through the
years. There were the Frank C. Harts, the L. B. StMa, the Tom Stewarts, the -
John B. Sayres, the Burton E. Lemleys, and quite a good many others, "These folks
wers all good Methodists and stbended First €hurch.

After I returned to Tacoma from Juneau in 1918, with leola, Warren and Allan,
we joined the First Methodist Church and renewed aecguaintances with all of these
good friends and others, and formed new friendshipse It was particularly pleasing
to me to see how warmly Leola was welcomed by all of my friends. She has often
said that they made her fesl as il she had known then all her lifes

Friendship is a wonderful thing. Friends may be parted for years, yet when they
again meet life seems to start in again right where it left off bhefors, Perhaps one
of the best definitions of the meaning Af "friend" was glven by a littls boy, who

sald; "A friend is someone who knows all about you, but likes you just the game "
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fHE EPVORTH LEAGUE

Awong my most pleasa.n{'. morﬁ.ox are those of the days when I ms & member of the

I:.pmrth League and more or o8 activs in i’c. In Tacoma I was secratary”'of the Loagne

Kern, a jewsler 15: sm@ay as: a good friond of mine,
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ALASKA

I left Tacoma early in the morning of February first, 1898, and arrived in Skag-
may on the morning of the seventh, after a very stormy trip dn the steamer "Rosalie.”
My ocousin Charlie Kelley/ and former mayor of Tacoma Orr, were passenyors with me ) and
my roommtes. The morning that we arrived at the dock in Skagway was t«;rribly cold,
and everything was covered with hard, frogen snow, and the wind was blowing a hurri-
cane from the northe When the ship docked and I had a chance to go ashore and look
around, I would have given & goed many hundreds of dollars %o have been abls to go
back on ‘the ship and return to Tacoma and my jobe But I had cut loose, 20 I had to
face the storm and go uptowne Father had been at the dock to mée’c me, and we walked
up the long roadway to town. I was# all but frozen by the time we reached the store
and house where father and mother lived.

Father snd mother had pone to Skagway in the latter part of 1897, and father
nad built & small store and residence building in which they lived end in which they
had each of them a swall business. Mother had dressgoods and furnishings, and was
doing some dressmaking, while father had a little stock of stationery and alsc handled
the Seattle newspapers as well as several others from "the states.” Vhen a steamer
arrived in port father would meet it, get his papers and carry them uptosn and then
start out to sell them on the streeots and in places of business.

In~the evening of the day I arrived, .I took some papers and went out on the
streets and called out the headlines, a la newsboy, a.nd' did fairly well with my
gsales; in fact, I made about as many sales as father dide

A day or iwo later I went to Dyea, some three mikes by water from Skegwaye.

We went in a small ges launch as far inshore at Lyea as the launch could go, and then

we were carried the rest of the way to the beach on the back of a big Swede, for k

which we paid him 50 cents.

I had arranged beiore leaving Tacoma to handle the Seattle Post-Intelligencer P
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and had taken with me a small stock of stationery, cigars, eto. I bought a eabin from

- @ doctor who was anxious to leave Dyea and go down to Douglas, on Douglas Island, np?r

_ Trendwell., I fixed the oabin wp with shelving, 6bc., and had a "stors fromt" put om

it, and had the name "Olympie Hews Comﬁany" painted across the front, I arranged with

& man who operated a launth between Skagway and Dyea to meet: the ;teaxnérn aﬁ& Pidk’ up -

. m|y-papers each trip and deliver them to me.

I began peddling the papera around town and did prenty wWelle Af‘ben a couple of‘

"weeka I wag able to get some boys to: take over the selling end, and 1 stayed'in my

store and took things easys Jus‘b how easy 1i& indlcated by Am f‘au’k ‘bha‘!: wi‘khin

| three months after arriving in Dyea my weight had inerseased fraom 145 'bo 1?0 pounds!

~There was great excltement In Dyea whon news cmme of the dec}.aration of war
with Spain after the sinking of the battleship "¥aine", and when news came of the
battl§ of ianila Bay, evsryoné went wild,

For some time I had had one or two men who took papers out on the ‘hraii and sold
’cﬁem to the people who were "mushing" on .tcwar_d Lake Bennett and on down o Fhite
Horse in Yukon Territory, . These men would take a blgz bundle of papers and magazines
on’ their backs and - "mush"” up the trail, sometimes being gone several days before re-
turning to town to set‘ci‘e up with me. ‘ | |

's’}_heh the first papers arrived with the news of the battle of Hanila Bay, one -
‘of these nen met my launch man and ook all of wy papers and hit it out up the
trail late at night", stopping at my door to drop off a bundle of the papers on his way.

1 did not see him for four or five days, and had about concluded that he had made &

~ oleanup on the papers’ and had decided to keep right on going. E&we‘var,- he finally

limped into the store one late afternoon, all but dead on his feet, ¥He had gone as
far as Cariboo Crossing, st the lower end of Laks Dennett, soma 75 milex fron Dyea,

.and ‘had then moshed all the way back, hardly stopping to eat or sleép. Aﬁen he had

gettled up with me ho want to his eabin and glept the ¢lock a.round.
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Thousands of men who were on their way to Dawson, where the big gold strike had
beon made the year before, were scattered all along the trail from Dyea to lLeke Bene
nett and on down the lake, and down the upper rsaches of the Yukon River; all walting

Por the winter weather to moderate and the snows to melt and the ice to go out of the

SR - = i

river 8o that they could launch their boats (most of them home-made) and go on down %o

55

Dawson. These people were commonly referred to as “"Klondikers", since they were on

-

S

their way to the Klondike River, near Dawson, where the biggest gold strikes had been
made., BEach one of them was oconfident that he would be able to locate & placer claim
and become rich, and then go back home to enjoy some of the things he had always been ‘ .;
wonting, Many of them died in Dyea, or on the trail, and there were small cemoteries
scattored all along the trail te White Horse, mute evidences not only of buried men
but of buried hopes. |
\iith the moving of the Klondikers down the lake and river, lyea was soon loft
with a very small population, mostly those who were in some kinéd of business, and who

found themselves with few customers. This left me with a very limited market for

my papers, and I soon had to give up the newspaper agency. Soon thereafter I sold my i
- q

store for $20, glad to get that, and went to Skagway and stayed with my parents umtil af,
‘ 1]

I went to Treadwell nearly two years later, Zgn early 1900 I got a job as stenographer
in the office of the superintendent of the White Pass & Yukon Railway Company at Skag- :
way, which I held until I went %o Treadwell in June, 1902, ?
FIRE IN DYEA

(ne morning early I was awakened by shouts of fire, fire, fire§ I dressed
quickly and went out on the street and saw that a building about & block away was
burning downe £ bucket brigade was making frantic efforts to put out the fire, but
was unable to do so. On my way to the fire I saw something lying in the street that
attractéd my attention. As I got up to it I.saw that. it loo&ed like a great mass of

badly burned hamburger, and then I discovered that it was the remaing of a men who

had been caught in the fire and burned to deathe, The sight so sickened me that I
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was unable for more then.a year afterwards to eat a plece of hamburgers ILven yet ab
times I think of that burned body when I am served a piece of hambwrgers

Ano’c}«er poor fellow who had been nsleen in the building ascaped from it in flames

and ran yelling down the street. Yo was 80 badly bumed all over his body that he
died in great agony that a-ft‘arnaon.-
ZELLY PARX

My cousin Charlie Eelly, who bhad gone to Dyea with me, ooming up to Tacoma from
Dagget; Califérni.a, where he had lived for many years, was “‘bakan in” by & high- ‘
powered real estate salesman named Browning, who was selling lobs in Dyes, He fin-
ally persuaded Charlie te pa.y s cool thousand dollars for two 10‘b8 directly across
the street from my so-called stores . They were vacant, and 100 by 100 feet in size,
iice, smooth lots, Wi’vt.hA » one-board fence around thems BShortly thereafter with the
opening of navigation on the lakes and the Yukon River, all the Klondikers wers on
their way to Dawson, .and Dyea went as Ilat as a punctured tirs. I dubbbd Charlie's
lots "Kelly Park" and used to joke him about his fime public ‘spiritedness in pro-
viding such & nice “playground" for the towne Alter sponding some three or four
months with me Charlie left Dyea and returned to his old home in Bryan, Chice He
never got a penny out of the. two lots., 1 never saw him again, EHe was & fins
fellow, and as jolly as could bes le has long since gone to his revarde

OYSTERS ON THE HALF-SHELL

¥y first smtroduction to oysters on the half f-shell wes in Dyea, Alasks, believe
it or not, in the early summer of 1898. Some Tecoma pecple had bullt a large hotsl
there, and when they were ready to open it they gave & big dimmer and invited all
the business people of the town, of whznﬂ/ I was considered one, Cousin Charlie was
also invited. ¥hat was our surprise when we had been seated, to find that the first
course wWas actuélly gpsters on the half-shell, They were good, and so was the rest

. of the dinner. The hotel project, howsver, had gotten too late a start, and soon
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after thay had to close the place, and write off their investment as a loss. After
I had gone out of business and was looking around for something to do, I was of fered
the job of clerk in this hotels I went on the job one morning, worked about an hour,
put the key in a drawer of the désk and left a note to the manager saying that I had
decided not to keep the' jobs The reason was that I found out at onoe that the clerk
was expected to go into the barroom and mix drinks when the regular bartender was
out. I had never mixed drinks, did hot want to learn at that late date, my good
mother was a loyal momber of the W. C. T. U., and I had some scruples of my own any~
how, B0 IV just quit the job pronto. Have never been sorry, although it was several
months thersafter before I got a Job in Skagway,
SO0APY SMITH

In the winter of 189?» thé tovm of Skagway was infested with & hords of gam~
blers and holdup men who were under the leadership of "3oapy" Snith, ZEvery sort of
gambling device that man had invented up to that time was in full swing there, and
when a man with a few dollars or a small "poke" of gold dust in his pocket came
along they would try to get him into & gambling game, and if he refused, or if he
aid not bet as much as they thought he should, a gang of them would get around him
and foree him into a back room and rob him; and then tell him that if he squsaled
to the authorities they would kill him, This sort of thing went on for many months,
In the early summer of 1898 when the miners began to come out from Dawson with their
gold, Soapy's gang began to rob these miners, This aroused the business men of the
town. Finally a miner came along with some $2800 in gold. Soapy's gang told this
man they hed captured a big eagle and wanted him to go and look at it, He did soc.
Yhen they reached the place where the eagls was supposed to be, they hit him over
the head and he sew stars instead of the eagle, and when he came to his senses Lis
poke of gold was gone. Well, he made a big fuss about it, and the business people

decided that thsy had to get busy. 5o they hastily organized a vigilante committee
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and began to round up Soapy's gangs They almost lynched two of them, but were dise
suaded by the United States Commissioner, Judge Sehlbrede, They found that the

editor of one of the Skagway papers was a member of the gang, and also the députy

Unitad b tates marshal. When theyfonnd the deputj ‘he was hiding under & bunk ina =

rooming house.
The vigilance committes was holding a meeting down on one of the docks helf a

_ mile from town., Soapy heard about "hhis and eontrary to his usual custom, he took

a mumber of drinks, strapped on hia gun and started for the meeting. Guards had been’

posted along the road leading from town to the doeck. One Reed, @ vci‘vil enginear, was"

the first vuard whom Soapy mots Reed ordared Soapy to halt and leveled his rifle at
Soapy, who drew his gun nnd let go at Reed, at the same time ‘bha.t Reed fired at
Soapy. 0Doth men fell, fatally wounded, Soapy died almost imed:.ately, but h\/eed
lingered for ssveral days, Sompy was buried without any honors snd oﬁl},r two or three
of his friendg at‘cended the funeral, Reed was buried with all the honors 'i:h%.t céuld
be given him and the whole town turned out to the services.

MHeantime the roundup of the gangsters continued, snd flnally the jJob was com-
plefed, Seven of them, inecluding the editor, were marched down to the dock and put
aboard & steamer for Seattle and warned never to return. The deputy U. S. marshal,
because he had a family, was. allowed to resign and leave the éountry. The fellows
who had robbed the Klondiker of his $2800 poke of gold were sent to the penitentiary.

The shooti‘ng; of Sompy took place on July 8, 1898. Just four deys before, on
the fourth, Soapy had Jed the .Fonrth of July. parade, mounted on a fine dapple. gray
horse and fo_ilowed bty some forty of his henchmen, also mounted on horses. The com-
won herd of patriotic eitizens trailed along behind thess freeboof;ersi) This, also,

was one of the things that oculminated in the vigilaites committee and the cleanup,




(70)

There was muich less lawlesaness in Dyea than in Skagway, although ooccagsionally a
man would be shot, but for the most part the place was quits ardorly.

Shortly before I arrived in Dyea thare had been & flogging episode out on the Dyea
trail at Sheep Camp, some nine miles from town. Three men had stolen part of the food
cache of a Klondiqu;in fact, thefts had occurred several times. Finally these three
men were locatod. Une of them tried to get sway and was shot and killed, the other
two were captured and given a trial before the Xlondikers, who found them guilty,

Gne, who seemed to have befen less involved than the other, was permitted to leave
the country. The other man was ssntenced to a floggzing, which was given him on his
bare back, and then he was given his olothes, a sign "THIEF" was placed on his back
and one on hiz breast, and under guard he was marched the nina.milas dovn the trail
to Dyea, put aboard a steamer for Seattle and told not to coms back. He did not re-

turn, needless to say. 1 have among wmy pictures of those early days a thres-part

plcture of the flogging and of the man being escorted down the trail with the sign

3
£

on bime  Such incidents were not easily forgotten, and did much to preserve law and

: order.
THE WEITE PASS & YURON ROUTE

In ae engineers and contradtors arrived in Skagway and besgan surveying a line
for & narrow gauge rallroad from Skagway to White Horse, Yukon Territory, which was
the head of steamer navigation on the Yukon River, the steamers going from there to
Dawson, Y. T. From there still smaller steamers plied farther down the river, in
fact some of them went all the way down to St, Miohaels,'which'was at the mouth of
the Yukon Hiver, only about 100 miles from Nome, é:}aska.

By early 1900 the road had been built to the summit of White Pass, twenty miles
inland from Skagway. I secured a position in the offiee of the superintendent of
the railway company early in 1900, end remmined there until the first of Junme, 1902,
wh;n I left to take a position in the offices of the Alaska Treadwell Gold Mining

Company and its associated companies, at Treadwell, on Douglas Island, some thrae
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nmiles across Gastineau Channel from Jxlxnaau. These pold mines were lew gmée quarts mines,
the ore averaging about three dollars per ten in gold. #111lions of deollars wore returned
to the stockholders ‘:ln profits over & long period of time. | |

. 1ife on the Island was full of intereste There were some 1300 men employed in the
mines and mills, and they were of many nationalities. | |

—— e e 1 MEBT A YOUWNG LAY

There were tveo frisnds of mine anmong the employees of the mining ocempany == George
foodruff as cashier in the stere and Clark Callarman in the office, We thres ahumed
around together, having been acquainted in ékngway. Oftentimes during the noon hcmr we
_would walk as far as the temn of Douglas, a mile away.‘ tn ene of these walks we pa.sse.ci
a cottage and, sitting en the front poroh was a young lady _appamntly buelly e‘ng;a.igeﬁ in
rending & book. Ghe wasg not ten busy, however, to ges us when we came along, and Hood=
ruff spoke to her. of ocourse all three of us tipped our hatse When we had gone by 1

asked Gsorge who his lady friend vate o told me she was a Nlss ¥Warren. Beveral times

after that Miss ¥arren camp dowm to the Treadwell store, and she always breeged in like
a 5pring zephyr and went directly to the post offlce, in the store, where her {riend,

yiss Lizzie ticKeoyma, wWAS employed as a clerke

fhree or four months after my arrival in Treadwall, and after 1 bhad bogun singing
in the Cengregational chursh ghelr in Douglas, ¥lss Werren vroezed in and azaln went

to the post office, Soon Bob #111is, the store manager, o&mS %o the office and told

REN

fm' T was wanted in the post offlice. Kot suspecting anything 1 followed him, and when
we eutered the post office, there was Miss Warrens Bob introduced me to her -- and
then the son-of-a-gun beat & hasty retreate MNiss Harren asked me if 1 would sing &
solo at an entertainment that was o be piven 1in the church a couple of wesks laters
1 demurred, but she would not take no for &n answer. Finally 1 had what 1 theug;ht
waé a pright idea that would ret me out of the difficulty. I salds "all rig:ht, ¥igs

Warren, I will sing if you will honor ms with your company at the entertaimments”
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Well, the joke was on me, for she promptly agreed Lo my propositiones And there I was!
8o I had to practice up on a golo, and took ¥iss Warren to the entertainment. 4As I
recall it, my song was entitled: " Just Because I Love Yom so, Sweethearb." Cute
jittle title, oh? And quite appropriate (1), considering that it was the first time
£nat I nad taken the young lady oube ‘Well, I got by with the solo all right, and
from that time on Miss Warren nml 1 were vory frequently together; in fact, it be-
came a most delightful habid, and resulted in our becoming engaged less than a year
later, on August 3@, 1903, I was almest soared to death when I proposed, axgl. I do
not recall just what I sald bto her, but she seemed %o wnderstand what I was try-ing to
say, anyhow, for she responded very swestly and her "veg" was all I could bave wished

for. &And was I happyl‘él
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TLF WEDVING
The wodding was set for April 6, 1504, and the hour 8:16 in the evening, and the
pPlacs waa the Congrerational Qhuroh.in Lougles. T©lowers for the chursh docorations
were ordsred from (osattle, and there was & grext profusion of beattiful ro.es and

carnstions with pIGFtX,?fwﬁﬁffnAﬁri?migﬁﬁqﬁ,§”“3§V§91ﬁmthﬂt,tba“churﬁhﬂlookedfvcpy~MVV—Wf——f ~

niee, but I could not have swern to that fact myself, as 1 wes almost in a state of
panie when I came out from the pastor's study te the pulpit platform and faceé thre
assembled guests and watched the bride and har attendunts come slowly up the sisle,
About all I could see was a great sea of eyes, and they all seemed to te staring
streight at me, There were some three hundred guests present,
The bride and her father and the matren of honor and the bridesmnid were preceded
by four little flower girls, esch oarrying a btasket of rose pretals, baty hyacinths
and 1illies of the vallsy, whichk they strewed on the canvas-covering ol the aisle,
They looked very pretty, indeed, 1 | ‘ -
The bride was lovely ina beautiful white dress with a lony train, nnd she wore
a tulle veil that extendsd clemr to the snd of the train, bﬁs carried & bouguet of
six doien brida) roses with 1illies of the vall&y. | | |
The matron of honor and the bridesmaid each wore & pink mousseline de zoie drass,
and a ploture hat_trimmed with white ostrich plumes, and each carried a bouguet of
five dozen rose-pink carnations.
The little flewsr zirls were all dressed in white orzendies Kach of them was
seven years of age,
fhéwgrooﬁ, the best men and the ushers were all in full evening dress,
' The lieverend Thomas Coyle, pastor of tha church, officiated, and !rp, X. :.,
brown, of Juneau, played the two traditionalvwadding rarches,
fhe matron of Eonor wvas Hiss Crystal Brilllant .now, of Junoau, and the brides-
mald was }iss I'dl¢red rowell, of Tsuglas,

The flower rirls were: the bridds eister, Lnid kieiards, the greom's niece,
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Lora Mae lLarrison, Lclene loore, daughter of ir, and rs. I. l. Xoore of Tourslas,
and Leah Iopp, dausiter of Mr, ard Irs. Charles Lopp. kr. Hopp was editor of the
Louglas newspaper, Lhe vedding received & i‘iné writeup in that paper.

The Lest mern were ~illisn A. Reid and “lerk Callarman, and the two uslers were
John Curistoe enc Jsorce .oodruff, They were all friends of the bride and groom in
Treadwell,

The tride gave hLer metrorn of honor and her brideemsid each & nice gold pin set

with pesrls, anu to cach flower girl she gave & gold necklace and locket,

The groom gave to each besi man and usher & gold stickpin mounted with a flat

gold disk in ths center of which was & small diamond.
Of course ilo groom gave the bride a wedding ring. On the imner side of the ring

there was enyraved: TILL ﬁ;‘%: %?'1:1?3251.501,&. The dates were, of course, those of the

enragement anc the seddinge

1t 4g protally superflucuc tec add ilat the groom was first to kiss tlc bride alie

the ceremony. Ihat hed Leen very definitely -zmd exrlicitly agreed upron belore the
cerenony took rlace, |

After the ceremony we went to the home of the bride's father and mother, ¥r. and
Lrs. Johm Lichards, where a reception was held, and after that = wonderful wedding
supper was served. Ly gooc motker never fof: got the splendid chicken selad that was
servad, and often spoks of it afterwards. I do not think I ever tasted & better
salad ryself, At least not until my wife began to neke salads.

_ Late at ni;lt the grood took his charming brids to their new home in Treadwell,
more thar & mile distant. There was no means of transportation, so we simply valked,
and I carried the nride's sultcase. If it was heavy I diéA not know it, for I was so
happy I was waliiag on air,

fie went to Lkarway by steamer twc days later, and thren br train to "'hite Lorse,

o passed through portions of Eritisk ~olumbia and the Northwest Territory enroute

to “hite Lomse, whiclk was in the Yukon Territory, 110 miles from Skazway. S0 me
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have always told our friends that we "went abroad™ on our honeymoone
ONE MATCY SAVED THE LAY

Prior to the wedding I had stocked the pantry of our house with all kinds of

groceries and supplies, and thg quok at the "Crows' lest” where I had lived roasted

a fine turkey for us,

On the morning after the wedding I got up to start the {ire in the kitchen
range wheﬁ, lo and behoid, >I could not find a mateh anywhere; what to do? That
was the one thing I had forgotten to order from the stors. In desperation I gsarche
ed through my clothes, but no matoh, Finally I looked in one of the pockets of an
old suit I had brought {rom Skagway two years before and had not worn since, and
there was just OLL matoh! It saved the daye. Otherwise I would have had to go to
trhe store, and would I have been razzed hy the boys in the sAtore and office}

OUR LAE B
s kad one of t'i-ae“;xié:q:at::houses_ in Treadwell, and we heé furnished it in real
stvle. Ko one on the Island had nicer !\@t:re then we, and we werc very proud' of
oux; home and most hnppy‘invit.

The house was all by itself at the top of a high bluff, and I thought it would
be a good idea to get a dog to "protec%“ ry young wife, 5o I bought a great bdbig
ugly brute of a dog, with yellow eyess lle looked so savage that he scared everyone
and I was almost afraid of him rmyself, ‘ie kept him €hained most of the time. One
day the milkman stopped to talk to the dog. Leola warned him that the dog would
bite, but he said he was not afraid of any doge Lo he walked up to the dog, put
out his hand and bingol The dog grabbed his hand and bit clear througk it. The
man ocussed and raved, but since he had been warned by Leola, he could not do anye
thing slse, later on we sold¢ the dop to & man who wanted lim to complete a dog~
team he was going to drive to Dlawson. I hoard that this man lac been unatle to

get the cog to work in the team, and had shot him,
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We spont four years most happlly in Treadwell, ifarren was born there on the
12th of lay, 1905, and of course Leola and I were then deubly happy., ‘arren was a
very good boy in tloss days, snd gave us no trouble., But more about him later,

CoxDovA
On the first day of Kay, 1908, we left Treadwsll and went to Tacoma, where

Leols and :arren remained for the rest of the summer with my parerts, while I went

" on to Cordova to take the position of chief clerk to the chief enginser of the Fa.

talla Company, which Lad charge of the construction of the Gopper Liver and Xorth-
western Rallroad, being built from Cordova to the Kennecott copper mines, some 200
miles inland,

The rails haé been lald for & distance of some nine miles from the Cordora headw
quarters camp ail the time I arrived, and everytiing was hustle, tustle and hurry from
early morning until late at nizht. Ly office Lours that first summer were from six
in tine morning until nine or later at nizht, and I was busy every minute, I greatly
enjoyed the work, ﬁowwex;, vespe‘ciall;..r since my friend ¥r, Alfred Williams, whom I
had kmown in Skagway, was the assistant ohief enginesr and my immsdiaste superior,

He was one of the finest mon it has ever been my good fortune to know and have for a
friend. lie has long since passed to his rewsrd. Ee was of good éq’ln;.\’.zual:erv stock,

could not tolerate a vholin, loved music, and even liked to hear me sing "The Loly

City." lo wonder I liked him, oh?

By the end of the season the rails had been laid to the bank of the Copper
River, 27 miles from Cordova, and work was in progress there on a stesl bridre sev-
eral nundred feet in length; & temporary wooden structure being in use meantime,
There were:two other sites for steel bridzes on the flats of the fiver, which at that
polnt was same seven miles in width, consisting of mmerous channels with islands
between. One of thsse bricdges was to comnect hound Island wit}.'Long Island and the

cther to connect lLong Island with a sané bar beyond.
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Cut st Camp 51, on ithe bank of the Copper :iver, there was another bridpe site,
where later a five-span steel bridges wss built. There was a bridge enrineers' canp

at this bridre site, where soundings in the river were made daily, and n check wasg kept
E 4 CY ’ p

" . on weather conditions. +hen winter settled down late in 1908 the enrineers at trhis camp

“spent most of their time koeping their heating stove fllled with wood, %ie had & tele-

nhone line from the headquarters office at iLordova to Camp 51, and the engineers telew
vhoned their reports to us at nine in the worning and five in ihe evening of each day,.
The chief engineer and hLis assistant had gone to Seattle for the winter, following the
closing down of comstruction work, and trey left me in charge, My duties were light,
consisting chiefly of receiving the telephone reports from Camp &1 morning and evening,
and tabulating them into a report for the Seattle office, which I sent out on each oute
going steaner,

Froquently the daily reports would show a temperature of 30 or 40 degrees below
zero, and every once in g“fhilg they wouldw}eport: "The wind blew the anemometer away
lasqﬁ-night;?gb we E;&wiéé;iviiocity wag at léast 54 mile; an hour," {ne can essily
imagine that keeping the ﬁéating stove going 24 hours a dayﬁwas_a necessary joﬁ at
the camp,

Camp 51 was situated on the bank of the river midway between two immcnse'gléciers -
Y%iles Glacier upstresm and Childa Glacier downstream, The COpper iiver ran slong the
faces of these glaciers, and in the spring, summer and fall the ice was daily breaﬁing
off in great masses and falling into the river.

Along in the early port of 1909 communication wit:l Camp L1 suddenly ceased, and
I wondered what had happened, but thought that probably the =ind had blown a pole down
and stopped the service., Several days later word came through thet a tremsnduous flosd
rad broker through the facs of ililez Glacier and gone tearirng down the river, taking
out all of the ice and roaring on down to the-ocean,rsoné 25 éiicsrdﬁaj; Then we learnec

from the engineers that & large ctream, or river, of water that normelly flowed beneath
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the glacler had been dammed up when the face of the glacier froze, and finally the
accumulation of water had broken through the face of the glacler,

A temporary track had been laid across the Copper Liver from 8awp 27 to the op-
posite side of the river, some seven miles distant, most of this track having been
laid right on the sand bars, without any grading. i'hen wi.nte}‘ settled dovn the ties
and rails were frozen to the ground, but when the flood of water and ice came tearing
downy the river it toock the rails from the tles, carrisd them hundreds of feet away
from the ties, and in many osses twisted the rails into almost unbelievable shapes,

1 aaw many of them that had been twisted into the shape of the letter S. I could
scarcely bélieve my own eyes,

During the year 1909 the rails were lald up the Copper liver as far az Chitina,
some 110 miles from Cordove, agd then across & temporary bridge and on tovard the
Kennecott mines, The grgund was-cleared of brush for the roadbed, and no socner had
th-is been done than the i;éat of the sun softened up the so-called groun¢ to such an
extent that there was & long stretch of water, instead of ground, This made it neces=~
sary to haul treinloads of brush and earth to f1ill in this portion of the roadwey
before tiesz and rails ecould be laid., It appsared that a few inche-s beneath the sur-
face of the ground it was frozen to nobody knew how far down. This condiiion Pree-
vailed all over that pert of Alaskas, and the farther north one went *he more the

ground was frozen, That 1z the normal condition,
The road was complsted to thé mines in the fall of 1010, and the contractor and

all of his crews left for Seattls, and then the enmployess of the Fatalla (ompany were
all sent south, with the exception of the few who were left there to take care of

the camp and equipment, ets., I was one of the last to lsave,
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A TRAIX IS SHOWED [N FOR A NONTR
DPuring the winter of 1909-1910 a trainload of naterials and supplics was cent out

to Camp £1 -~ that iz, it was started for thet point. W“hen the train reachsd Lound

‘Islané in the Copper Lkiver, it became necessary to replénish tha water su"nl_,r for the
two encines that werse pulling the train, To do this tlr.e},f had tp uncouple the angines
from the train and move them up onto the bridge between Round end Long islands and
siphon the water up from the river, eutting thfough the ice to g:et to the 'water.
This required quits a length of time, There was & bad storm blowing at the time,
and the snow was drifting badly, The roadbed was not up to grede, and when ths ene
gines moved up from the train to get water, the train was left standing in a rather
low place, Lefore the enc-ines hs.u backed dcwn to the train the snow hac drifted
under and around the cars to such an extent thet the enzines could not pull the
train out,. Finally the engznes, too, were drif’ced ine. ;md there the whole outfit
remained for a whole manth. The snow continued to drift until it coverecd all the
cars ané the engines, The men with the train, some thirty or forty of them, had to
burrow out to the surface, and ‘;f.he snsines wore kept warm all the tirw so that no .
damage would coms to them, All of _the provisions for Camp 51 were used up Yy the
orews on the train and all of the coal and lumber used for fuel for the engines and
for keeping the crews warm. At that we had to send some foo& suppllies out to them
near the ond of their seige, and this was done with dogteams from Cordova,

Wthile the %rain was snowed in, we had. telephone comnection from it ard recelved
.daily reports, which consisted chiefly of ststing that the winc wms blowing like a
. hurriocane and the snow was still drifting, ":{henvthe ctorm ended, it required sev-
eral days of hard work to shovel the train out so that it could proceed to Camp 51,
and no sconer did it arrive there than it had to hurry back to Cordova for another

load of provisions, fuei, lumber, stc,
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TIPPING THE BANT, FIFTEEN DOLLALS A5l FIVL CIXTS

Keverting to tle reception given following the marriape of Leols and nme, 1 slould
like to record the following incident, The louglas City Drass band seronaced us at the
" residence of Ir. and Lrs. Join iichards, the Lride's parcntse I went to the fromt door
and called the leader of tie bund to the porch anc gave him three five-dollar old
plecess About a week later, while lLeola and I were in .kagway, I received z letter
fram Leola's brotrer Irvin, in whick he rather apologetically told me that whet I rad
given the leader of the band turned out to be -- two five-dollar pold pieces and one
nickell Well, was my face red. “hat a mistake to make at one's wedding recefption.
I immedictely wrote to Irvin and enclosed another five dollars, and asked him to glve
my apologies to the band -- and to keep the darned old nickel} Zather renerous of
me, oh? I have always lelt very grateful to Irvin for letting me Imox of ry mistalke,
for otherwise the r-.empers of the bsr-.é would certainly have put me dowm for some %ind

of &-cheap fuy.
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FUBLIC LOSPITAL I CORI:GVA
In the carrying on of the bullding of the railroald from Cordove the ia“alla Come

pany had a hospital at the headquarters camp, for the use of its employecs and those

of the contractor who was decing the conmstruction worke There was no hospital, hLowx-

ever, for the general public.

Cme aftarnbon in the winter of 1908-1909 I received a telephons call from the
company's Camp 27, stating that a man v;'ith a badly broken leg had just been bLrought
to the camp on-a sled, by & men who had by chance found hime This injured man had
been hunting in tke hillz some eight or ten miles from Camp 27, when in some vway he
fell anc broké one of his legs. le was all alone, Ee craﬁled quite a distance to
no purpose, and finally gave up. Then by the merest chance another hunter came lis
way, found kim, put lim on the glec¢ the other mar was pulling, and hauled him clear
. across the Sopper Eiver flats to Camp 27, | , R -

For some time the reéi_ﬁ.gnts of Cbrdova hed been talldng about & }gosyital, and
this accident to the huntér gfémg;ht the matter to a head, A meoting was luanmediately
called, which I sttended, It was held in the evening in the town of Cordova, about
a mils fx;om the ﬁeadquartera camp of the éorupany, where .qula, Vierren and I were
living. Oﬁ By Wy hom_s from the meeting I had to cross a small ravine, and as the
snow was juite desp the footwalk down the slope had become packed and bacly ridg
up 8o that walking was qﬁite difficult, I was carrying a lantern to light ny way.
~ When about halfl way down the sioPd my feet went out from under we and I landod flat
on my back, Yy lantern rolled zway across the snow, I was almost afraid to nmove,
fearing ry back had boen broken, Finally I ventured to roll over, found I was 'a.ll
in one plece, and got up, picked up the lantern and went on home, As I lay iliere on
the snow I tlought how ironiesl 1t would be if I had to g0 to the hastily improvised
hospital; but of course I could have sone to the company hospital, 3ut that wvms not

Lecessarys
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The next day we sont a man and dogteam out to lamp 27 and the injured man was
brought to town and placed in the temporafy hospital. He recovered in due time,
and was most grateful for what had boen done i‘m" him, - A short time later a perma-
nert hospital was provided for the town of Cordova.

AE LEAVE CORDOVA

When we left Cordova, on December 1, 1910, it was with the intention of going to
Tacoma, We stopped off in Juneau, however, for a visit with Lecla's family, who were
1iving in Treadwsell, We had besen thers but a few days when I was asked to do some
special work for the Alaska Juneau Gold ¥ining Company, copying records in the U. S.
surveyor general's office, This took ms about two weeks to camplete, Jihile dolng
this work I called on an oldtime Tacoma friend of mine, Mr. Louls W, Shackleford,
one of the _ioading attorneys of Juneau, of the firm of Lyons and Shackleford,
"shack" as his friemds called him, was the Republican national committeeman for the
Territory of Alaska, and quite influential under the Taft adminiatration.

SECKETALY TO THE GOVERNGE OF ALASKA

About this time the secretary to Mr. John Bustzard, United States District Ate
torney for the First Judicial Distriet, at Junmeauy, left that positiom to go to Fome,.
¥r. Rustgard spoks to kr. Shackleford about getting ancther secretary, and ¥r. Shacke
leford very kindly reccmmended me. I called on Nr. Rustgard and arranged to take the
place, I had been thers three or four months, when one afternoon a gentleman called
to see Mr. Rustpard. After he left, ¥r. hustgard called me into his room and told
me that the gentleman was Governor Walter E. Clark, and that he wanted me for his
secretary, his former secretary having moved to San Francisco, I then went to see
the Governor. I found him a most interesting and a very fine gentlsman, I arranged
to take the place on the first of the following April, some two weoks away, A day
61- 8o later the Governor telephoned me that he had suddenly besn called to Washington
by the Secretary of the Interior, his immediate superior, and that he was leaving the

following day. I spent one day with the Governor, golng over all ths detalls of the
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office and trying to fix them in my mind, Ve arranged that I was to work in ¥r. Rust-
gard's office mornings and in the Governor's office afternooms, until April first,
when I was to take the oath of office and get bupy in the Governor's office., This

was done. I had & rather hcotio time of it for a while, and soon found that the job

RS & real one with fow 1dle moments.

Governor Clark remained in Washington for a month, and by the time he returned
I had the office pretiy woll orga.nizod according to my own ideas, which fortunately
mst the Governor'n approvale I reuined with Governer Clark umtil May 21, 1513,
the day on which his successor took office. 1 enjoyed every minute of tlLe time.
The Governar was mosi considerate and kindly, a man of the highest type, and very
appreciative, I'ws sorry to ses him leave,

Governor ClarFk was susceeded by Jolm F. A. Strong, & Democrat, who was appointed

by P Pros‘ident Wilson, who aucooeded President Taft, . Strong and his wife were "sour=

'doughs having been in Alsslu s.’uwc lato 1897, and tbey were knomn by nearly all of

the people in ths Territory. Hil l.ppointmmt ag governor was a most popular ome,

Hhen ¥r, and Xrs., Strong :rr-ived in Juneau I met them &t t.ha ataxmar and o8-
ocorted them to the uonrnor's House, where Governor and ras, Clark were awaiting
thems I then went back to the office, The Clarks and the Strongs had-luncheon
togsther, and then went to the V. 5. court l}ouae, where I joined them, and the cath
of office was administered to Kr. Stromng and he thereby becamse actually the Covernor.
Then we all went back to the Governor's LHouse, Ho sooner had we arrived there than
Governor Strong said to me: "Shorthill, I wish you would go over to the office and
prepars a letter to be signed by me, appointing you as ny seoretary.” Well, gosh,
you oould bave knooked me over ¥ith & feather. 1 had not even dreamed of m;ch a
thing, VWhen Governor Strong told me to prepare the lstter, he turmed to ¥r. Clark
and said: "I do not Xuow whether Shorthill ia a Republican or a Denoorat, and I

do not care; I figure that I will handle the politics of the office and let Mr,

.......
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Shorthill &o the work."” A copy of the letter of appointment is shown on page eighty
7 hereof,

¥y work with Governor Strong was quite as pleasant as had been my work'with
Governor Clark. Iaving been a newspaper man (as was also Govermor Clark) he alwuys
gald the right thing in the right waye. His office was always filled with ocallers,
many of whom had known him in Dawson, Koms, Iditarcd, Katalla, or elsewhere, and
many an hour was spent by them in recounting old times, which the Governor seemed
alweys to enjoye

Ocoasionally when we were not busy the Governor would lapse into a reminis-
‘ . eent mood and would recount some of his early experiences as a nawspapér noan. Le
was a good story teller.

Reverting once more to Governor Clarke The people of Alaska, and those of
Juneau in particular, did not like having an outsider appointed as Governor; they
vanted an Alssian named.b_ When they heard that Clark had been named Governor, some
of the tough element hanged him in effizy in the principal street of the town, and
the effizy was left hanging until he and ¥rs. Clark arrived, A very pleasant

~sight for them, Howsver, the saner and more decent cﬁti#ans gave thenr a warm wel=-
comes, Desplite this feeling aguinat Governor Clark, he glowly made friends with
the Alaskans, and ’whan he left office he was probadbly better liked than had been

eny other governor. |
On the other hand, Governor Strong's appointment was very popular wbtk all
Alaskans, but when he left office five years later there was only a corporal's
guard of friends down to the dock to say goodbye to him and krs. Strong. This was
due to the bitter fight that had been made against his reeppointment. OSuch is the

great gams of politics,




TEERITCORY OF ALAGEA

Governor's Office
59
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.. Lamyel,

Sir:

i hereby appéi;t you Secretary to the Governor of Alaska, the
appointment to take effect on the 21st day of L&y, 1913, upon which
date, or as soon as possibls thereafter, you will take the oath of
office before some officer competent to administer such ocathe Your
componsation will be at the rate of £2150,00 per anmir,

It is mwy desire_that you exercise the duties of tishursing
Agent of the appropriations for the protecﬁicn of rame and the sup-
prossion 6; the liquor traffibEﬁgcﬁgﬁihe.naﬁi#és.ih Alaske, and it
is presumed that you will be so designated by competent authority,
whéraupon you will proceed to execute your bond as such agont,

| Respectfully yours,
" Je Fo As STRCOKRG
Governors
Nre %. ¥, Shorthill,

Juneau, #Alaska,

(80)
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wWhen Governor Strong's term of fowr years ended he asked for a reappointument,
The matter was delayed for a year, while some other candidates for the place, es-
pecially Judgze Lobert .. Jennings, of the L. L. Listrict Court in Junseu, put ap
8 bitter fight to prevent the reappointment, and finally succeeded in doing so.
Lowever, Judse Jennings lost out, as his own term of office had expired during
the interlm, and he had {o take a reappointment or forego the same. So he did
not realize his ambdtiom.

¥r. Thomas Riggs was finally appointed to succeed Govermor Jtrong. Le ime-

mediately left iWas:ington for Juneau, stopplng in Xetohiken to take the oath of
office, so that upon his arrival in Juneau he was Governor Liggs. !eantims Gov-
oernor and Lrs, Ctrong had baken a stermer for Seattle prior to the arrival of
Mggs.

1 had spent Iive years with Governor Strong, and they were very pleasant ones,
The last year, however, on account of the bitter fight against him, was rather un-
pleasant in many ways, and both hé arnd I were maligned by his opponents, Cone of
them even went s» far as to say that the Governor was not needed on the job at all,
t}')at I did all ths work of the office and practically ran 1t} I dié not consider
this any compliment, however, caoming from such contemptible hounds as they were.

Une of the last official acts of Governor Strong was to accept my resigna-

tien, I did not expect to remain with «iggs nor did I want to, <hen he arrived
at the office and I told him of my intention to leave for the States in a few days,
he feiprhed surprise and said he had expected rme to remain, I Imew thic was hot
true, and that he had & man alreacdy selcoted for the place. 50 I bade him ;oodbye,

wished him luck, and left the office for good and rll.:
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Xr. George rolts, wh;) had been my assistant in the Governor's office, remained
with Governor higgs for soms time and then took the positiom of secrstary to Judpge
Jennings and court reporter in his court. Folta was very capable, lle studled law
after going witﬁ Judge Jennings and was eventually admitted to the bar. Laiter on

he was appointed a deputy Tnited States listrict Attorney end was stationed at

Yetehllan. 1 belisve he —ia sti1ll there. lle was a great help to me in tle office
and a fine fellow, Ilie¢ was & great hunter of bears, and often spent his weekends in
the mountains hunting l'hwhose. fisrce 'anirnls, and he found them, too. Several times
he had narrow escapes, and more> than once I told him hs was & fool to go out alone,
but he simply lsughed and kept right om doing it.

Governor Clark had taken the office at the personal reguest of President Iaft,
and freguently made confidential reports direct to the President, So far as 1"know,
no other governor everf addressed the President at alls the governor was reguired to
direct all his correspondénco and his amusl reports to the i&ecretafy of tkhe Interior,

is secretary to the gdyemdr I was the disbursing agent of the federal appropria=-
tion proviced for the salaries of the govembr's offi:;e and 1ts incidental expenses,

I also acted as disbursing agent of the federal funds provided for the protection of
game in the Terﬂtory, and also for the suppression of the liguor traffic among the
native Indians in Ala.sk_a.

When the Congress made provision for a Territorial Legisleture for Alasks, I
was appointed dishursing agent of the fund provided by Congress for payment of the
salarises and expeuses of the legislators and the lnclidental expenses ol each session
of the lerislature.s I acted in this capacity for the sessions of 1913, 1315 and
1917. I was a very important individual for a few minutes when I went to the le-ise
lative halls with the checks for the membera, I was always quite armused at the ex-
trems corciallity shown me on those occasions,

vhen 1 closed all of my disbursing accounts and sent my final reports to the

office o!f the vecretary of the Interior, I recelived a very nice letter from the
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chlef disbursing officer of the Interior Department, complimenting me upon the very
efficlent manner in which I had taken care of the accounts of the various funds,
DINKEL AT TIZ GUVELLOL'S HCUSE

Governor and irs, Stirong gave a sm8ll dinner ome evening ané leolm and I were
invited. The other ruests were Territorial Treasurer “alstein G. imith and lrs,
Smith, and Collector of Customs Pugh and lrs. Pughe

This necessitated my getting a dress suit with all the "trimmings.,” I was for-
tunate in finding a suit in Goldstein'’s store that fitted me almost peffectly. Then
I bought a dress shirt, collar, tie, shoes, and was ready for the dinner, e had a
very enjoyable time. That was, I believe, the onl¥ time I had occagion to wear that
dress sult, so I figurec that the dinner cost me plenty, B5ut it was worth it,

L CRAZY WOKAK CALLS Ok THE GOVERXOR

(ne afternoon a weman welked into the office and instead of caming to my desk and
asking to see ile CGovernor, she walked right into his office through another door,
She remained there for at least an hour, and I began to wonder what her mission might
be, when she finally left. Then the Govermor called me in. He lookad half scered to
death, and told me he had been in hell for the past hour, This waman, it appeared, )
was crazy, end she had told the CGovernmor a lot of queser things and he wondered if ghe
was golng to shoot him. OSeveral times, he said, he moved his hand along his desk to
reach the push-~button to my room, but she watched him so intently that he gave up
the attempt,

This womer had a complaint to register with the Governor against Ir. 7111 Case,
a photographer and curio dealer downtown, lie had in his store s mounted moose head,
wrnich was a magnificent ome. This woman had gone into the store, seen the moose head,
and had wa}ned Case not to sell it, saying it was the head of her grandfather, and
that she had been carried around on those great horns when she was & child, ‘lell,

this scared Case out of his wits, ané he ¢i¢ not sell the moose head,
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The woman pointed out one of the windows <.;i‘ the Governor's room and said: "o
you see that blg fock up on top of lownt Juneau?” The Governor ssid he did. GShe
added: ™Miell, I turned that rock over once (it was proba.blyias larze as & house)
and some day I am golng up there and turn it over again.” She rambled on in this
crazy way for a long time, and by the time she haed gone the Gorvex;m:: v'as ﬂéxvzs:t ;b;x;t
down and oute

Soon after this the woman was taken before the. court ené was found insane, and
sent to the Xorningside Sanitarfim at Portland, Cregon, where all of the Alaskan
insane were cared for, | |

FOUR BUTTORS
One of the duties of the governor of Alaska was to visit the Horningside fanie
tarium once & year and inspect it and see how the ‘umiaﬁes were taken care of. Om

one of Governor Strong's tours of inspection he had some very interesting exper-

jences, There was & negro in the institution who wore a cockade hat and & sash

wirich was & large bath towel, ke paraded up and down for hours at a time, and said

he was Hepoleon, At this tims the woman heretofore mentioned was in the institution,

and the Governor talked with her, and found she waz astill concermed abvout the moose
head in Caae—'s store, She again told the Governor about being carried around on
the Hoose's horns when she was & little child, |

{ne of the queerest cases the Governor met was a man who, when the Govermor
talked with him, seemed quite as sane as the Governmor himself, After the Govermor
ané the superintendent had gone on to another part of the building, Governor Strong
said to the superintendent: "tay, thet last man I talked to: Xe does not belong in
here, does he? i/hy, he talks just as rationally as you or I." The superintendent
said,"let's go back there after W}.xila and talk with him apgain, Ané when you are
talking with him, point to the three bLuttons that are sewed to the lapel of his

coat, and ask what they are.,” 5o they Wwent back and the. Governor mgain talked
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with the ran, Finally the Governor pointed to .the three buttons and aslked: "“hat
are those three buttonsy® The man replied: "Not three buttons, four buttons,”
"But,"said the Governor, "I see only three buttons.," To whioh the man replied,
pointing to himself: ™Yell, you see, I am the fourth button," The CGovernor was
flabbergasted, And that was the only thing that man was crazy about; he tlhought

he was a buttom}
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AURT MALY'S nHUBAKD PID
Early one sérmmer, just after school had closed in riakeenoy, I had to go out to the .
‘ranch to look after the cattle for“é“geg anqmyﬁi}9.§a§her was bury in town. I slept |
at our house, but took my mgala at Aunt Mafy's. She was a lovely little lady, and ;
wcn@erful cook, bLhe put up & nice lunch for me each day. One day she 7iade & huge
7 fhubard pié'"tu?ﬁiﬁvﬁr”‘style‘for'my"iunch;“’“I”couid“hardly”wnit“untilwnoontime'to~»1 — = = =
ent my lunch, and how 1 did enjoy that plel I am sure 1t.wns tre best rhubarb ple
that I ever ate, and I have alvays remembered it and good Aunt Lery.
THE OKGAN
In 1883 or 1834 father and mother bought an organ for Libbie and me, liow they
ovarf'managed to pay for 1t has always beon a puszle to me, for times were not good;
but they did, and we got a great deal of pleasure out of it, I took lessons (rom a
¥iss Clara Bushmen in Wakeeney, and rode six miles to towm om Saturday mornings'for
an hour's lesson, und then rode back home, IAprncticed pretty faithfully. all in
som all I took soms tﬁenty-fqﬁr ;eésongr After that I practiced s great ésal.and
| .grgéualiy.learnad to play,?iuﬁ ;iéhlonif‘ébdérate efficiency, 1 played IgTns a
great deal, and zol along wéll with them, <ne of the [irst tunes that I lemrmod to
play was Adeste ¥ildeles, and I recall how proud.I wag when I could play it through
without a mistake, ’ ' ~
I do not recall how Libble learmed to play the orzan, but she did and she was
very good at it, |
} 1 have always felt very gratef{ul to my parents for having given us the chanoce
to learn to play the organg it.Openod‘up a field of enjoyment for us that we ocould

not ot:erwise have had,

PRET S SN

ALLAY TAKES PIANG LLS5ONS
Eipht here is & good place to say that while illan was attending tle iadroma
grado school in beattle, Loola bought a fine plano and then arran;od for Allen to

tako lessons, He had a very efficiont teacher, and he took great interest in his
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lessons and made fine progress. le showed real abllity both in tle theory and in the
preactice of piéno ausice Isola and I have regreticd that We did not have him cone

tinue his lessons while we remained in teattle. He would have pone far witi his music,

FAVOLITE YL
while on the.subjeot of music, I might.as well continue for a while on that sube
Jecte In my childhood my mother and father taught me many of their favorite hymms,
and these have been my favorites, too, throughout the years, woome ol mother'sz most

liked hyrms were:

Sweet Bye and Bye

Jesus Loves Even Ke

Jesus, Lover of Iy Loul

#hat a Friend Yle Have in Jesus

Safe in the Arms of Jesus
The last named hyrm I recall seemed a particular favorite of molier's after my little
brother Jimmie passed sway, aid it bocame even more of a favorite to her afier Tommie
had gone to be with Jimmie, What good times those two must have been having torether

in the long years since they left us,
Of course mother used to sing her children to sleep with rock-a-bye Baby on the
Iree Tope low well I remember that song as she cang it to Jimmie und to Tormie,
1 often rocked them and sang it to them, toos
oome of my father's favorlite hymns weres
Rock of Ages
Xy heavenly liome is Lripgkt and lair
Tne Linety and iine
Ky Adn Countrie
The (Gleaners
Let the Lower Lights be umrning

In hls younger days {ather had been in the villere singine schools, was 2 menber of

a male quartet, and a very good bass singer,

&
e
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I BLCOKE & CEOIR SIRGER

I sang in the }-ethodist church cholr in Virkeeney for a time, somewlnt to tie digrust

|
| 1
I always enjoyed singlnp, and as 1 zrew older I developed a fair tenor voice, |
|
of the basso profundo, who was the town's butcher. Uis wife was the lending sopranoe, |
.. _and a good_one. _Incidentally, when Kansas_enacted & prohibition law and lisvor_was. - . _ _ _
dfficult to obtain, this basso profundo, who had liked his liguor, turaed to drink-
ing BLostetter's Eitterk, which contained a hich content of alcohol, and he slmost
kille¢ himself as s result,
I was the janitor of the church at the time (at the muﬁificsnt pay of four dole
lars per month), and the busso seemec to consider that I was more or less of & dis=
grace to the choir. This did not deter me, hcwévor, and I enjoyed having a part. in
tho music of thre services, |
After we moved to Tacoma I sang .in the choir of the First tethodist church, . -
and 2ls0 was an usher there for a long tima,.after I quit‘singing in tre choir.
| %hile in Skagway, klasks, 1 sang‘in.thé'choif of th§ tethodist church, and even
 played the organ at times when the regular orzanist was absent. -
Wken I moved from Skapwsy to Treamdwell I scon began attending the Congrega-
tional church in Douglas, less than & mile away, and then began singing tenor in the
choire Llater on I took charge of the cho;r,,as ita director (fenecy theti), and we
-managad to escape being mobbed by the audiences that attended from lunday to Suﬁday.
1 even dared to attempt an occasional solo for the entertainmment (7). of the sudience,
{ - I do not rccall that anyone ever ot up and left -~ they were all very patient and
‘ extregsly polites
*hen we moved from Troadwell to Cordova, I sang in the choir of the Presby-
teriaﬁ church there, of which the Rcvérend S. Eall Young wa§ the orgihizer nﬁd first
pastor,  CGceasionally, too, 1 playec the organ for the services, and once or tewice
even dared to inflict a solo on the people,

after moving from Cordova to Jumeau, I sanpg in the choir of the Fresbyterian
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crurch, 1 have some rather painful recollections of two or three occasions wien I
attempted to help in some special rmsic for the services., On one occasion a !rs.
Clay and 1 were to sip?a soprano~-tenor duete. Ve started off with it, and aflter
two or thres words I reali:ed that I wes singing soprano insteac of my temor parte
I tried to éiAift to the tenor, but could not; so [ sifnalled to the organist ilo
stop, and then we started all ovor againm, and got through without furiher trouble,
but was my face red}

Anotier time we had a male quartet, and one lunday evening, while the Terri-
torial Legislature was in session, when several members of the house of represen-
tatives were in anttendance at the service, the guartet ventured to zlve 2 special
number, e stood up to do our little part, startec off miserably, and had to stop
and start all over azain, ruch to the amusement of the legislators in particular
and the rest of the audience in general. The situation was all the more embarrass-
ing because i.everend Stevens, the pastor, was a member of the quarte¥; and he was
also time chaplain of the Territorial house of iepresentatives,

’Ti'di #OLY CITY

I suppose there have been few tenors, both good and bad, who have not at some
time or other in their careers attempted to sing The holy City. A most mapginfi-
cent and inspiring soloe It was a great favorite of mine, and I sang 1;& several
times during my cholr-singing experiences, None of my f{riends ever told me gy
rendition of it was terrible, and some even saic they liked it. I have always suse-
pected that they really liked the song far betler than they did my rendition of it,

SINGIEG AT FUNERALS |

TO me, and I suppose to all people who sing, one of the most trying experiences
is that of 5in;_:iné, at a funerals I had to do s; pood deal of that wiile in Aleska,
On one occasion, in Juneau, soms poor fellow had died and his lodge Iriends were
holding the funeral services for hime They asked me to sing, whiclh I conscnted

to do, anc 1 had to play =y own accompaniment, too. I am afraid that Imace a
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very bad showinge iut éme could hardly reluse to help out at a funeral.
KALL GUALTETS
I heve hed much nleasure in singing in several male guartets, hither anl von,
? £ing » . 3

The first one was in “akeeney, Hlansas, in about the year 1386 or 1837, The ladies

of the torn, with my good mother st their head, had organized a VWomen's Christian

Temperance Union, and they were starting their campaign of educations 4 pulbdbie

meetinz was announced, to be held in the Operaz liouse on a certain evering. The la-

dies throught it would be nice to have some singing, so they acked me to ret a guar=
tet togetler for the occasion., 1 ¢ic so, 1 was the {irst tenor, & man named Jreens
wood, who was in town for & tine whiia bn the job of painting the new court house,
was second tenor, Paul Carson was first bassz and valter, his 210-pound brother,. was
the second bass,

The guartet met aavera; timee, przctised up on & lot of &fngs, and wﬁe: the
reeting was Leld we sang fourteen songe; and we escaped without & saratehl Talk
about a patient mnd 1ong-sg?féfiﬂg audieﬁce; we sure fnoed one that nirhib, -

Yoars lster in Tacom&, I was a member of the Y, X. C. i. male guartet, with
Johnnle bourzaize, first tenor, John Boyle basg, and a young fellow named 1lllams
first btass. I was éecond tenor. = Vie sang together for several years, not only at
the Y. ¥, . 4, Sunday afternoon meetings, but frequontly at lodgs méétings and

| other places, and sesmed to te more or leas popular, [Iubl a male quartet 15.ﬁearly
always atle to get away with almost aqything. '

In Lkagwsy one Sunday afternoon, I was waliding eround town when I ceme to a tent
where 111 4, Lkeid, & Y. L. . 5. ﬁaﬁ; w;s”conduating a service, I stepped in and
took a seat, Aftur the meeting I spoke to Leld, and since he was short on help for
the music end of iis services I allowed myself to be persuacded into playing the

- orzan (ona of those little vest-pocket editions that you could fold up and carry
awey under your arnm ~- almost). later om lleid and I, with a Xr, Loral and a lr,

Alfred %illiang, formed a quartet and we sang for some tims at the meetings and

SR
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* at other public gntherings. weid, loyal and ~illiams became very warm friends of

nine.

In Treadwell I azaln mot leid and vr, .illiamse DLoth of them came there after
I had been there for a tima; i.eid instituted a work among the miners which was sonee
what axin to Y. M. C. 4. worke. Yilliams was the mine surveyor for the group of
mines wilck were Lelng opsrated on nouglus Island.

Keid, ~1lliems, neverend Tlomas Loyle, of the Congreg&tionagcnuroh of Iouglsas,
and myself, made up another male quartet, Yie sang at the meetings of the clut that
kold was manaping, and sometimes at the church, and occasionally at other public
gatherings. ¥e had a fine time together,

¥re Villiams and I wore apein associated in helping with the music of the Pres-

byterian crureh in Cordovas.

ey

hd

4fter returning from Cordova tc Juneau in late 1910, Leols, .urren ant I joined
the Fresuytorian church, wihlch wae under the pastorate of Leverend John R. ltevens,
one of the finect mer I have ever hed the pleasure of knowinge I have already mace

mention of & male quartet which heverend Gtevens and I organized, 80 the less said

‘about it now, the beilter, perhaps.

MIZE TIZEKLY, LECTIOK DGSS N
0ld ¥ike was one of the section bosses on the .hite Pnss railroad, & few niles

out of tkacwaye leedless to say what his nationality was, One day he sent in an
order for some track sugplies. e woulc up his order with:

"Yours truly,

"and a ker of Lpikes.”

"iike ITierney.”

Another time he sent & note to the office of the superintendent, about & man whom

he was sencing in to the company hospitals “he note roads

"7 am sending Tim Nogan to the aspital, he has & pcace
of steal in his ei,”
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Wlke was a pood olé scoute I met him years luter in Cordova, where he was again wori-

ing with a track crew, , ‘

§23

iR IGE PETL

[t

As an echo of the Loapy Smith regime in Skagway, 1 might briefly mention lpenish

Fete. lie looked as if he might have been on a pirate ship ixn "ye olde days™ when men

wers men. lio opersted a rowboat-forry between Skagwey asdiyes.
when the fi;;ilzm’toa wvere rounding up Soapy's gang, rall s dozen of them cume to

Dyea looking for three or four of the gang. They found them and took them back to

Skazwaye, 4 couple of my friends sugpested to me that we po to Ulmpway and see what

was poing on. So we hun;&'ted up Pele and arranged with him to row us to lkagway.

“hen we arrived at the wharf{ at Lkagway we found that everythingz was ;zndsr armsd

L b

guarde %o pot by the guards all right and went uptown,

bpanish ete strolled around town for a while, had a drink or itwo, and then
went dm!m-to the whar{ to go back to lyeas K¢ gol into his boat and began rowing
- away fram the wharf, wh.en a guard sew him, levelled Lis Tifle &t him and commanded
hizm to turn ’around"aﬁd coms backe Pete was scared half to dsath., Iie yelled bsck
to the guards "No shoota, no shoota, I come back, I come back; no shoota, no shoota,
please.” lle wont back to the wharf; and finally satiafied the guard that he was all
right, and then r;xwed over to Uyes,

A couple of years later, when I was working in the office of the superir;tend;mt"
of the :ihite Fass railroad, I was chatiing with ¥r. ‘“hlting, the superintendent, one
afternoon, and I mentioned the Lpanish Pete incldent, “hiting said "Thy, I was that
guard,” Then I told Xim that 1 had cone down to the wharf to ses & steamer thet was
arriving from Seattle on the afternoon that Fete rawed us to ~Xagway, and that I had
Leen halted by a great big guard with a sure-enough rifles “thiting laughed and
said: "yell, I was that guard, too." I countered with:"™Well, if I had known that
I would not have haltad.” To wi.ich he replied: "If you had not halted I sure would

have shot ycu," Then we both laughed and let it go at that, whitirg waszs a fine
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man and huad & splendid family.
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iy first expericnce with an earthguake came one ni-it while we vere llving on the

ol homestend in ransus, 6 were awskened in the middle of the xicht by the rattling
of the cishes in the cupboard, 48 there was no wind blowing, we were forced Lo con-
clude that the cause of the disturbance was an sarthquaie,

Yy next experianée with this most uncanny type of disturbance occurred in fkag-

way, slasita, in 1900, on a Lunday afternoone I had gons down to ihe depot to visit

Suddenly the windows began to rattls, the lights began to sway to and fro, snd then
the wi:ole building shook and tremblede No one said = word, but we made & wilc rush
for the stairvany and almost jammed it in our haste to get downstairs and out of the
tuildinge Lown on tune ;rounc and away from the buildiﬁg, we took in the situstion,
Tre ot imney wrs swaying to and fro, telegraph poles were swaying like W treeSin a

heavy wind, and the earth sesmed to be dancing under our feet, This contimied for 2

‘ecuple of minutes, and thep gradually stoppeds A horse was stancing on the platform

near the cepot, all four legs wide apart to brace himself, his head down almost %o
tre -round, his ears drooping, and his[eyes staring to rizit anc to lef?. lle wasg
tle rnost wosherone, hOprlesa looking creature I have ever seen,

The following Sunday anotier quake occurred, slmost as bac as the first one, and
on the next .unday still another came along, but it was not quite so heavye. Gome
pe&fle got the idea that a tidal wave would accompany the third quake, and guite a
number of them tookx thseir lunches and went up into the hills and rormmined all after-
rnoon. iut the tidal wave failed to appear, for which &ll were thankiul,

Jne suncay morning, after I had zone to ireadwell to work, 1 went over to Ju-

v

nesu and strolled around the town, finally coming to the Prestyterian church., /.5
it was Just time for the service I went in and took & seat. <ll went well until

tre minister was in the middle of hLisz opening prayer; tihen suddenly the whole

with the train dispatcher. There were two other men also chatting with the Gispatcher,
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building began to creak and sway. The minister stopped praying and looked sround,
not knowing Just what %o do, but he stuck to his postes The rusic was Iurnished by
a quartet of bip, husky men, with a younp lady playlng the organe .is soon ac the
quake bezan the four big, brave males mude & bee line down the aisle for thre door
and out to the street. A few of the conpregstion folloﬂed them., The little lady

organist, however, stood, or rather, sat, at her post,

& was seatéd about half
ﬁay up the slsle, snd as I was & stranger I did not like to show the white feather,
80 Iikept my seat and hoped that all would be well. It was, In due tims the male
quartet came slinking shoépishxy back to their places, the minister finished hils
interrupted prayer, and ihe service proceeded without further interruptiom.

The first carthquaixe at Gkapway, mentioned above, extendsd all along the

coast of Alasika from Gkagway to the Aleutian Islands. Off the west coust of ﬁiﬁék&,

alon; tne Aleutian peninsula, one island sank into the sea and snotler ons, which
&ast&ter named Bogoslof, came ué out of the ocean, a great burning, smoking peaXe
It is still thers,

' Since coming to Los angelss in July, 1535, I have exparienced e few earth-
quake tremors and hbumpsf, but nothing of any importance -- and I em not looking

for any real quakes, such as have occurred et various timez in thiz land of sunshine,

LAECE CTUIEE AT COKDOVA

In the summer of 13910, I believe it waz, we had a strike of the laborers who
wore exployed Ly the Katalla Company at the headquarters campat Cordovae There
were two or three hundred men emplcyed at the campe. On the day the strike bveran
none of tre comparyiofficials were at the camp, :Ey mid-afterroon practically all
men were on strike, I saw quite a number o! them arcund the bunk house and seve
eral bunk tents; and decided that they had no business there, Lo I want through
the bunk house and ordered out all men who were there, aac they packed up and left,

Then I went t¢ the bunk tents, found & few men in them, &nd ordered them out, and

they left.. Dut, when I sot to the last tont, tiers was & 1little Italian siiting

HEALC TS
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on rLis cote I told hir Le would have to pack up and leave. Le very promptly told me
that he wiuld not do soe I then said I would give him Just hall an hour to pack up
and et out, and that I would come back et ihe end of the half houre CThen I went out-
side and walked around for half an hour, wonaering Just what I would do if tlies young
fellow £till rcfused to move, “hen I returned to the tent, there sat the Italianm,
with no apparent intention of packing upe I went to the rear of tre tent, sat down
on a cot, and awalted cevelopmentg,. After some time, during which the Italisn pave
me some very black looks, he finally began slowly to gather Lis clothes together,
put them in a suitcase, and gave me another black look, got up and walked out of
the tente I took a deep Lreath, waited & few mors minutes to give the [ellow time
to be on his way, and then left the tent, I called it a full day on that lire of
actione
TrLe strike was over in two or three days. TIhe men asrec for more pay, which
I believe they receiveds )
"CHIET GOOP-LA-TAL

Chiéf Good-la-téh'aas the head of a little tribe of Indians that 1lived on a
tributary of the Copper river, about a hundred miles from Cordova, near the tomm
of Chitina, The first timavI saw the Chief was-one afternoon when I was on & visit
to Camp 27 on the railreade Everything was bustle and burry at the camp, and the
engine was shunting cars here and there and making a lot of ncise. slongside the
track I saw a tall Indien and a young lad who was lils son, Althoﬁgh that was the
first tine either of them had soeg a.railroad, an engine or a train of cars, they
showed no apparent interest in what was going on around them, The (kief looked
like a Sioux, tall, straight, fine features, = pierciﬁg eve, ant altogether a very
splendid specimen of Indlen manhood, The younp fellow looxed like =a wcrﬁhqson of
a Chief,

Chief Good-la~taht's little tribe ol less trar one lundred Indisng eled out

a rether neagre existence by hunting and'fishing. They were entirely unlike any
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other Aluskan Indians that I ever saw. 1 think they must have been {'rom sone fa.r; nor-
thern Cansdian trive, and had wandered across the country in years past and wettled
in the Copper Liiver wvalley,
DRUKEER SwRik :II-T COHLOVA CFFICE

e . The i(,a,tglla..,ﬁompmqr,w which hagd Qharge_.,éﬁ the buillding of the railroad from Cfordova.
to the Kennecc;c‘c Copper minss, first made an attempt to build the road from Fatalls,
some 75 or more miles from Cordova, but because of almost impossible conditions they
finally abandoned the attenmpt and moved to Cordovae, ¥hea they shut dosm the work at
Xatalla in late 1207, tho company offered free steamer tickets to all men who wished
to go back to Leattle, where most of them had come frome The majority of ther ook
advantage of the offer, but a few remained in Ratalla; and in the spring of 1808
most of these men went to Cordova and worked on the railrosd construction thér‘;‘r.

Cne day in the summer of 1908 a bip 8wede walked inte the office ~here I was at
wcrk,' and sald he was from Ketalls mnd wanted s free ticket to Seattle; I took the
mattaf up wi’cl’; the;h&ssistant chief eng.ineer,- ¥r. Willisms, who told me thal the oflfer
made in ¥atalla in lats 1907 no longer applied, but that if the man w.nted to go to

“work we could send him out on the road to a construction camp, The iwede did not
want te go to work, he wanted to go‘back to teattle., He was quite drunk, and very
qu&rrelsomo._ He kept insisting that he f)e given a ticket, and I kept telling him
it was out of the question. Finallly I told him to get out of the af‘fiée and quity
bothering me, that I was too busy to talk witk hime He salid "Come and put e out,“
wiell, that put it right up to mee I thought tie matter over for a ninute, tryiz}g »
to figure out just Low to get rid of the big fellow. lesntime lr. ./illiams was
sitting in his room, listening 4to what was golng on and thinking what & fine spot
"Little ¥Willie" as he somstimes cmlled me, was in, but also resady to pet into ac-
tion if neceés&ry if I got into too much trouble, I decided what te do; I sot up,

made & run for the hall door behind the Swade, and as I went past him I gmbt}ed

him by the back of the collar, threw him off balznce, and dragged him down the

|
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hallway and out onto the sidewalk. Tren I snut the outside door and locked it, and
went back to worke The Lwede gave no furtlier trouble,

ire +illlams was & bit surprised at tle way I had Landled the matter, and sald
that while Le was laughing to himself at the seeming predicamont that I had gotten
myself into with the Gwecdes, he was prepared to join in the fun if nccossnry;

CLLXIYYER

I do not recall ihe clergyman who was pastor of ihe little ohurek in Fulaski,
Chie, but I mow we attended the services resularly and listened to long sernons,
wl.ich were the vogue in those days when everyone worked hard but did¢ not hurry like
mad demonse

In ZKansas, in the sarller days, we seldom had the opportunity of attending re-
ligious servicese, sbout every three months a lethodist presiding elder would visit
wakeeney anc hold servicese If possible to do so, we would érive to town and attend
the Lunday morning servicee These occasions were most welocoms, hecruse tley not
only afforded & variation from the dally humdrum routine of ranch life, bu;. because
the sermons were always uplifting and helpful and gave ug courage to go back Lome
and continue the hard battle of our plonser life, The sermons were usually some
two houra long, but they were wholesome and I always greatly enjoyed then.

Lfter we mwoved to iiakeoney from the ranch, we attended the Letiodirt chirch, of
which fhe feverend &, L. Lahaffey was the prator. e was a fine, frien’ly man, and
# good mpeaker, In later years he moved to Tucama and went into the roal estate
business.

In Tacora we joined the I'irst lsthodist church, in the spring of 1885, The
o:urch builéing was then situated on the cormer of Couth Heventh Street and C {now
Lror dway) utreet, diagonally across {rom where the Nlks Temple now siands, Later
or the lethodlsts erected & larpger chureh gt Louth Bth and G (treets, where we ata
tenced for many yearse Later on trey sold this property and duilt whst is now

thelr presant fine church st nouth I'ifth and ¥ Ltreets, This is & very splendid
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edifice. I was always greatly intripued by tho l'eVore lemorial “'indow in the X
Strest side of the ci.urche It is a hesutiful window, and since I had imoern the

Rovercné Johm F. feVore and his lovely little wife for many years, the window ale

ways brought back pleas~nt memories to me, ileverend DeVore was one of the early

ploneer missionaries of the i'ethodist chureh in the Iuget Lound country. It is

a matter of histary that ome day he went to & lumber msaufscturer near Clympia

ani told him he wanted to build a little church at Tuwmwater ralls, Jjust outside

of Olympla, where the lumber mill was located. Ths lumber man was none too friend-
ly, but finally told or, I:e’c'ore‘ that he weuld give him &1l the lumber that he could
carry away in one daye Well, that looked like quite an order, but it did not.
daunt the zood Izocﬁor. Ile simply came on the scens early the next morning,. .ror:ed
until lzte at night ~- and had carried to his proposed site enouck lumber to build
the c'r;urchz vuok was the aﬁirit of the pioneefs.

I ’btﬁiéve tnnt t_he Colleje of Pupet found, at ‘L‘acon&, has a very splencid
full-length portrait of lr. DsVore, done Iin oil by an artist whe was in Tacoms for
several yoars many years agoes It would be well worth anyone's time to go to the
Collsre and look upor this portrait of one of the £incst men 'who Lelped to lay
thé; foundatlons of soclety in the early days. {mec felt a benediction descending on
one when merely looking at Dr. FeVore; and when he spoke 1%t was like & great prayer,

Krs, ieVore was one of tle cwestest little women I have ever known, and she war to-

loved by all, Che seomed to bring e touch of heaven to every pathering she atlended,

The keverend George C. 'i1ldinz wae the pestor of the lirst Jethodist church at
the tims we joined it and for soms years afterwards. !¢ was 2 fine man, an excep=
tionally good spesker, keen witted, and guite Lincolresque in appearance, bLeing very
tall and having & beard very like iLhat of the beloved Lincolne §ac the movies been
in vogue in those days- ire ~ilding would have heek ideal for the purt of The Great

rmaneipatore
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The lleverend Doctor }. L. Cherrington succeeded Dr. %iléing. lle wus a most cule
tured man, but was not nesrly as popular as his predesessor, espscially with the young
people of the church, who more tlan omce disagreed witr him in metters pertaining teo
the Epworth leugue,

”I ﬁeiieve the V—i-.'e“vem;ﬁcii I;oct;; 7l.a1v'latt succfefeue; ~ﬂz': m:ahe;r;i;xgto;lasvp;stor; ;“:r: -
lsrlatt was a fine marn, and a wonderful pedtor. le served the church for gsveral
years, and then transferred to Pitisburgh, I think it was., Later on he returned to
Tacoma and was for several years the paato: of one of the lethodist clurches. lis
health gradually failed and he quit the ministry. A few yesrs ago he vmndered into
the hills out near Yonrve, Washingtom, I think it was, and ’lthough diligent search
wag mrde no trace of him wag founds He had gone to his lasfz home from the Kills -
he had always loved,

‘-‘:heﬁ we returned to Tacoms froa Junsau in 1918, we¢ joined tre :irst “ethodist

chm’ék;. sgaine The heverenci: Doctor L. E. Schuett was theApaetor al that Limﬁ. Ve
renewed oldtime épquaintanéeshipa and made many new ones, .r. o>chuett endeared hire
self to me at once, as my good father was 1ll when I returned to Tacomm, and he passed
awvay on the 25th day of May, 1918, just three weecks safter my return, During father's
illness I'r. Schustt called _at the house nearly every dey to'zinquire abtout father, and
after father had passed on the good Doctor Lchuett came very frequsntly to see us,
e i8 a fine man, very sympathetic toward anyone in trouble, and always preached a
most Interesting and helpful sermon, Es ret;ired‘several years ago and is now living
near Seattle. Hrs. Lchuett was & very f{ins lady, and she und ieola becama pgreat
friendss Frank, their son, and iiarren were sood friends. allan wes guite a favorite
with DIr. and lrs. &chuett and Frank, Lrs, Schuett is etill living, and is, of course,
with the good loctor.

“her we maved to tecattle from Tacoms in late August, 1924, we transferred to the

First liethodist church there, of which the i.everend looctor ialph Iaree was tle pastor.
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Later he was made a Lishop, and his brother, Dr. John b. lagee, succeeded him as the
pastors Doth of the Lagees are the very hi:ltest type of Christian gefitlerwn,

After moving to Los Angeles in 1535, we Joined the nosewood iethodist chirch,
in the vicinity of our residence wihich is at 659 Lorth Lerendo Stroet. Loola.&nd I
would have preferred jolnlng the First Lethodist church, of which the leverend Soo-
tor oy L. Smith was the pastore But since the iiosewood chiurch was close to whore
we lived, we thought perhaps Allan might forz some acquaintances there among the
young people and find & plece with theme Dut this did not work out,

Loctor Smith recently resigned his pastorate te go to Chicagoe and bec@me the
editor of The Christian Advocate, following the union of the Lethodist churches of
the Xorth and the Souths The Korth and South, in Hethodism, finally decided that
the Civil %ar had ended, and they at last united, altheough it took them soms seventy-
five years to accomplisk ite They had separated prior to the Civil war, over the
question of slavery, an¢ it took them all the intervening years to et to the point
where Lhsy could and wouiéfforgét tié mast and faoce towa?d the future, so muel. for
bitter prejudices and ¢ifferences of opinion even among the religiouse In fact,
religious prejudices and differences are uaualiy more titter than almost any other
sorte Fumny, eh? Or at least very strange. .

I have devoted a good deal of space in this gection on Clerzymen, because when
21l is sald and done, there 1s no finer type of man than the clerpyman, aand it is
always helpful to be agsoclated with one of them. +well, almost always, anyhow,

I did meet one fellow who was & queer ohap, @Le came to Douglas, islaska, while we
lived in Treadwell, to become pmstor of the Congrepantional churche I met him at
the doock when tle steamer arrived from lLeattle, Le had a wife and two small
daughters, Le had & badly bruised nose and another truise on one cheefi, and I
wondered what kind of a figiit he had been in, Le jokinzly explained that he had
"bumped into sometliing" and the bruises were the result. I bslieved Lim, tut as

to just what he ha¢ bumped into, well, thai still remzined & questian,
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This man preached what we thought were very fine sermons - umtil we discoversd
that he was using the sermons of some colebrated divine who had lived and preached

nany years before in the East. Then we found he 1iked his liquors also that be

mlatremd his wife and girls. 'l‘hsn ha vont to a moeting of the Ladies' Aid Society
one day and was ;u;‘t;p—;mugh to make a tool of Vhinselfﬁ.? ;h;{w; ;;;e ﬁ}.:s; -
straw, 4 meeting of the board was called, of which I was a member, ¥We talked the
whols matter over, decided to ask this man to resign, and then the board most gen-
srously appointed me to tell the man he was fired, Well, I did so, and he resigned
and went to Juneau where he succesded hgvttinétho Preabyterians to take him on

as their pastor. He remained just one yeer, and then thay, too, told hin to move

Oone

0f course I have met some ministers who wers not very good spealkers, espescially
R in Alaska, but none who dld not do his best to be helpful, and there was alweys some-

ﬁnng in the sernon worth ranmhoring
One time in Tacoma I had the great privilego of seeing and hsaring William

Booth, of En.gland, the organizer and head of the Salvation Army. Ee was a wonderful
man, tall, good locking, & fine physiqus, full white beard, looking quits like ple-
tures of Koses. And he was a wonderful speaker. Be told eof his work in orzanizing

and carrying on the Salvetion Army, with his slogan of: "Soap, scup and salvation,”
said ho had mx always believed in feeding a man who was dewn and out, but had him
use some soap and water first to get olmd up on the cutside; then gave him the
soup to fill him up inside, and then it was the proper time to talk to him about

his soul's welfare, Always soa@ed to me he had the right program in the right order,

In late;' years, in Skngway, I had the great pleasure of seeing and listening

to General Booth's dsughter, Evangeline, She talked in the church there, her sube-

ject being, 1 believe, "The Xusic of the Universe." GShe campared the music of Ha=

tures to that of a great pipe organ, It was a most remarkable address, and I have
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always remembered her and the wonderful address. In later years she succeedod her
venareble and honared father as the head of the Zalvation army -- a most wonderful
organizalions For long, long years, it was deriéed ané socoffed at, even by well-
meaning pecple, but now it is honored by one azuc all,
HOUNT RAINIEL ALl TLE RASTRRL DIVIRE

Une year there came to Tacoma a celebratad clergyman and lecturer, who gtve a
series of lectures in the Fi?st Congregational church. heverand Loctor .ilding
presided at the first lecture and introduced the speaker, In response to the ine
troduction the visitor expressed his appréciation, spoke of the beautiful city of
Tacoma, of its fine people, and then paid a glowing tribute to iount Kainier --
only I guess he called it Kount Tacoma, since he was speaking in the city of that
nzme., Le said it wes an inspiring sight, and that he would like to come back
.3 hun&red yeurs later and see what sort of a psople would then be living in sight
of that great mountain and with it as their const#;t inspiration, This was too
muach for Dr. ¥ilding, who arose and said the good man did not need to weit one
hundred yesars, that he could taks the good man out to the Puyallup Indian ieserva=-
tion the next day and show him a people that had lived almest at the foot of that
great mountain asince tims immemorial, and they were still squatting om the ground
in dirt and filth, digging clams and eating berries, almost toe lazy to forage far
their foode Well, this took the wind out of the sails of the lecturer. .Le und

everyone slse laughed, and let it go at that,
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I want te include the following, whish ﬁo wy nind is the mest ooncise and complete
sumnary of the life of Christ that has ever been writtem, It is taken from THE NEW AGE
MAGAZINE for December, 1940, the officisl organ of The Supreme Council 33° A, & A. Scobe
tish fiita of Freemasonty, S. Jo Us S, 4. (Page 725).

By J+ A. Franois, 32°

Hers is & man whe was born in an shssure village, ohild of a peasant woman, He
grew up in ancther obsours village, He werked in a earpenter shep until Fe was thirty,
and then, for three years, Ee¢ was an itinerant preacher, He never wrots a book, RHe
never held an office, He never.owned a home., He never had s fanily. Ee never went
to sellege. He never put his foot inside a big oity. Ee never travelled two hundred
xiles froa the place where He was born, He never did ous of the things that usually
acoompany greatness, He had ne oredentials but Himself, He had nothing to work with
in the world excspt the naked power of His divine manhoed, SR '

Ahile still & young man, the tide of populsr opinion turned against Rim, His
friends ran sway. One of them denied Him, Ancther betrayed Him, He was turned over
to His enemies, He went through the mockery of a trinle, He was nailed upon the ¢ roses

“between two thieves, Eis exssutieners gambled for the only piece of property He had -
. en earth while ls was dying, and that was Els soat, When lis was dead, Re was taken
down end laid in a borrewed grave through the pity of a friend,

Fineteen wide centuries have cems and gone and today He 1z the center of the
Human race and the leader of the colwm of progress. I em far within the mark when
1 say that all the armies that ever marched, and all the navies that were sver built,
aud all the parliaments that ever sat, and all the kings that ever reigned, put to-
gether, have net affected the 1ife of man upen this earth as powerfully as has this
one solitary lifo, _ -

"Jzi};_}jg-,iis-u’_r" I BT
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ProlllBITION IK ALASKA
The 1915 session of the Alaska lLegislature enacted a prohibition reflerendum bill
which was immediastely signed by Governor Ltrong, in his offices OLeveral menbers of
the lerislature were present at the sizning of the bill, and }r. Case, the local
photographer, was there to taks plotures of the event, I had the honor of being in

the picturese

-

Governar Gtrong used two ivory-handlsd gold pens in eigning the bill, and I
suggested that he send one of them to my nother, wlhich he gladly agreed to doe Felow
is quoted the letter whieh the Governor wrote to mother on this occasion:

(cory)

TERRITORY OF ALASEA
Governortes Office
JUKEAU
April 13, 18156
73

¥y dear lrs. Lhorthill:

In recognition of ths fact that you organized at ukapway; in
1900, the first w. . 7. Us in Alasks, it gives me great pleasure to forward to you
the pen used by me, as Governor of alaska, to «ffix my sipnature %o a bill passed
by the alesks Legislature, providing for the submission to the peopls of a referen=
dum which, if adopted, will provide for the prohibition of the manufacture and sale
of intoxicating liquors in Alaska.

e That the work in behalf of the temperance cause in this Ter-
ritory, initiated through your efforts, continues to bear good fruit is thus evi-
denced in & striking manner, Expressing the hope that the cause of temperance in
4Llaske will be signally endorsed by its people, and with assurances of my ceep per-

sonal esteem, I am
vincerely yours,

(Vipned) J. ¥F.o A, LTI UG,
Governore
vrs. T. 4. Chortkill,
207 oouth "ii" ltreei,
Tacoma, 'asSle
I wrote my nother on April 14, 1915j telling her of the signing of the b1l by
Governor Lirong, and that he was wriiing her and sending her one of the pens he had

used when sisning the bille I am including herein (on tie fcllowing pare) & copy

of my lelter ‘o mother,
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PRCHIBITION IN ALASKA

The 1915 session of the Alaska Legislature enacted a prohibition referendum bill
which was immediately signed by ‘Go'rorner Strong, .'ui his office, Several mombers of
the legislature were present a‘t the signing of the bill, and Mr. Case, the local
e "“"pho-togrupher.*mﬁtharo +o teks plotures of the-event, I had-the homor of being in . —
ths plcturese

Governar Strong used twe ivory-handled gold pens in signing the bill, and I
‘suggested that he send one of them to ny mother, which he gladly agreed to do, Below
is quoted the letter whish the Governor wrote to mother on this occasion:
(corr)
TERRITORY OF ALASEA

Governor's Office e
JUKEAU

April 13, 1915

_73-

Ky dear ¥rs. Shorthill:

: - ' In recognition of the faot that you organized at Skagway, in
1900, the first W. C. T. U, in Alaska, it gives me great pleasure to forward to you
the pen used by me, as Governor of Alasks, to affix my signature to a b111 passed
by the Alaska Legislature, providing for the submission to the people of a referen-
dum which, if adopted, will provide for the prohibltion of the manufacture end sale

of -intoxicating liquors in Alaska, , ' -

rl.t;;'y. initiated through your efforts, continues to bear good fruit is thus ovi-
denced in s striking manner, Expressing the hope that the cause of temperance in
Alasks will be signally endorsed by its peopls, and with assurances of xy deep per-

sonal ectesm, I an
Sincerely yours,

(signed) J. F. A. STRONG,
. . Governor.
¥rs., T. A. Shorthill,
907 South "X" Street,
Tacoma, Viashe

I wrote my mother on April 14, 1915 telling her of the signing of the bill by
Governor Strong, and that he was writing her and sending her one of the pcns he had
used when signing the bille I am ineluding herein (on the following page) & copy

of my letter to mother,
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(CUPY)

Juneau, Aluske,
April 14, 1915

i-ear l.other:

The Governor on yesterday signed the prohibition referendum Lill recently
pessed by the Alaske Le;islature (now in sesslon), a copy of wnick bill I enclose hcre-
withe At my suggpestion a photograph was taken (two of them, in fact) when tle bill
was signed, and I had the honor of being in the plctures, 1T also supprsted to the
Governor tie presenting to you of one of the pens used by him (he used two) in signing
the bill, mentioning that you had organized the first #. C. 7, U. In Alasks years sgo
In Skegwaye e very promptly and heartlily assented, with the result that there go fore-
ward to ycu today the pen and a very nice letter to you from the Covernor, both of
wiich I know you will prize most highly. I assure you that notidng I have ever done
has given me so much real joy as to have been instrurental in commenmorating the ewent
of the =signing of the bill, and particularly the sending to you of one of the two pens
used by the Governor; and then his letier, whick 1is certainly very fine, and quite
characteristic of the Governor,

I an sure you will feel in a large sense repaid for your years of work
ané thought for temperance and prohitition when you read what he has said, I lLave
thenked him for Loth, but I know he will be pleasec to have & letter from you thanke
ing him for them, and I wnow you will be rlad teo write it,

The worldé moves along, it seems, and even Alaska will one of these days.
be in the ¢ry column; end I shall not be st all surprised if we pul her there at the
eleclion in 1516; alth.ough some further lerislstion will then be necessary to meke
the matter effectives But if the people of the Territory vote dry, the legislation
will folleow, of course.

e are polng to inaugurate the campaign here in Junesu very shLortly,.

The Governor says he is ready to contribute to the campaign fund whenever we ot
ready, wrich shows that his heart 1s in the right place,

e are all well znd happy, and send love and kisses to you folks, and
hope to hear from you again—soon., iiill write to father in e day or so. wem to have
but little tims for writing now, but will try not to let you wait toe long for let-

ters.
Good bye for now, with love and best wishes,

(signed) ' ILL.

“when mother rreelived uovernor (trons's letter cud the nen, she vrote him soon
~ % t 4

thereafter. 4 copy of her letter follows on pare 105,



(108)

(coFr) | j
. : |

907 So. K}Stoo ]

Tacoma, Yashe Apre. 27, 1915 |

|

Governor J. F. A, Strong,

Pear Sir:

Your personal letter to me, also the pen ussd bty you as Gavernor of Alaaka
when signing the Alaska leferendum bill, was received a feow days ago. Yords are inad-
squate in whioh to express my gratitude to you for both pen and lstter,

A I am glad that 1 had & part in ths S.niti&tim of temperance work in Alaska
and that I lived to see the day in which the death knell of the liquer traffic iz sounde
ing in 4 laska and elsewhere, I sincerely hope that the people of Alaska will, when
the day comes, vote the liguor tuffic out by a large mjority,

: Thanking you again for your kind words and for the gift of the pen whioh I
prize above rubies,

Sincerely,
(81zned) SARAﬁ'g. sizozm—:m..
Regards to ¥rs. Strong. We were co-workers in church work in Skagway in 1897,
““Q'*“;‘**‘Qt‘ﬁ*l’ '

The peopls of Alaska &t thelr general election in 1918, adopted the prohibition
referendum by & larze vote, and the 1917 session of the legislature, as well as the
Congress of the United States, enacted the necessery further legislztion to mske the
outlawing of the liquer: trafﬁ,o offeative in the Territory. ,

' The hmrend Stevens and I handled & publicity cmpaign in Juneau under the name
of the Juneau Dry Club, e were the only membera of the "club.,” Le raised the funds
for newspaper publicity and I handled the actual publicity. We had a lot of fun out
of it, and mush satisfaction when the votes were counted in 1916. ,

fo ons ia Juneau kmew who belonged to the Juneau Lry Club; thet is, no one but
Stevens and I, E4 Kusszell, owner of the Juneau Daily Pispatch, in whioh we ran our
publicity stuff (we also ran it im the Dally Empire, of which John ¥. Trov was the
omner) tried very hard to get Stevens to tell him whe belonged to tho eludb, but he
never found out,
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In roling through my old files for the loreroing letiers to gy mother and her let-
ter to Gouvernor otrong, I have found & letter of recommsndation wrich the Jovernor gave
‘me at atout the same date that he aceepted my resipgnation as fecrelarye -rile I do not
belisve ilst I roally mescured up to all thatl the good Governcr said chout we, I am

just vain enough to want to lnclude it herein. Lere it is:

(cory)

TIRLITORY OF ALAGKA
Jovernort's Lffice
JUNLAS

April 24, 1918
TO WHOL IT LAY COKCEN:  }

The bearer of this letter, ¥r. &. . Lhorthkill, has for five yecars illed,
with great ebility, zeal and fidelity, a position as secretary to the undersisned as
Jovernor of Alaska. uf Nr. Sktorthill's eivility I cannot egeak too highly, nor can
I too strongly emphasize his sterling inte-rity, his loyalty and hig assiduous ate
tention to “he many dutles with which he vas charged and wiiel were cisclarred nost
acceptably, faithfully and conscientiously =t all timss, s ability and cxtensive
knowledge ol the practical sffsirs of life snd busimess [it unim especiully well for
any pesition of trust roquiring special ability ané a thorough training.

The estesm in which he is held by me can be but inadequatciy convered in
mere words anc I, therefore, confidently coumend him to wll tLose whom he pay wmset
as a man entirely worthy of confidence in all respscts,

(viemed) J. F. Al 57T ONG.
I an surs the Governor "laid it én pretiy thick" but I certainly aprrecisted
the letter andé the fine spirit of the man who wrote it.
1 have also fcund a letter wrieh Governor Thomas liges, Jr. (who suécceded
Lovernor btrong) gave to me the{ doy I said good bye.to Lim, before leaving for
Tacomse 4 1little more vanity prompts me to include iiie letter herein, and it

1§ quoted on page 107. It was quite descent oi him to give me the letter; 1 lac

riot meked for it and vas not expmecting anytiing of the kind fror him.
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(Cury)

TekaITWY OF ALASEA
governort's (f{ice
o UHLAT

Ere ®. n. VLortrzll

Juneau, ilasks.

Taar lr. o orthill

capacity

After having feithfully served two governors of ..laska in the
of secrctary, you &re now volantarily reaignin& your position and will

shortly be leaving Alaska, Both Governor Clark anc Governor sirong have expressed
to me their apprecistlion of the capatle manner in whick you have handled all mate
ters connected with the office of Governor of Alaska, and st this time I desire

to express ry best wishes for the health and proaperity of yourself and family,
If I can bte of any assistance to you at any time, I shall bs glad to rive it withe
out any hesitancy or mental reservation,

Cordially yours,
(cilzned) THOMASL - 1335, JR.

XN BRARRRE K EFLERN XY R K .

L

%hile Covernor kipzs said "you are nox voluntarily resipning®, the ifsct is

that I had resismed before he arrived on the scens and my resignntion had beern sne-

< 4-

copted by Uovernor Sirongs

¥Y FRIERD W IuLIA¥ A HEID

I have slready mentioned ¥r, heid, Ile carried en his Y. K. C. A, work in Skage

way for some time, and was a genius in his way and untiring in his efforts to mrke =

guccess of anytling ke undertooke One of the things he promoted was & mansiwm,

not very

lar e, but anple for the needs., It was built on the property of the IMres-

byterian crureh, which was supposeé to bLe n&;d & srall rental for the use of the

groundae

-‘

for & %ime &ll went well, but finally intercst bezar to lag and in time 1t

wag impossible to et funds enough to keep the gymnasium going, and it wus closed,

Shortly theresfter ieid arrunsed to make a.-tirip down the Yukon iilver to. Lamwszon and.
Y iz 2

other points and intended to go on down to the mouth of the river et i, Ximkkimx

Michaels,

te pot too late a start, howevsr, and winter overtook him and he was
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obliged to buy a dogteam and travel over the ice and snow in a bitter irctic winter.
Be finally got as far down the Yukon as rort Gibbon, where he stopned for the rest
of tre winter, snd husied himself with providing entertainment for the L. . sale
diers who were stationed there,

Before leid left skapway he arranged with me to look after any letters that cume
for him {rom friends in the Ststes, wiich I dic,

I have given the foregoing explantion so that the two letters wnich I an now
going to quote will te more understandablees The {irst letter is one dated illarch
10, 1902, written at Fort Gibbon hy heid to me. lere it is:

(coprY) |
Ft. Gibbon, Alaska, Lar. 10, '02,

Mre v. e Shorthill,
vkarway, Aluskae

By dear Ghorthill:

Just received your good letter of the Zlst (of Telruary). .ilad
to hear from you at any time, old man, but especially so when you write to inform me
that a check is waitinz Me at Skagway, I think possibly I could use & fow dollars,
for as a mattar of faet I am somewhat "s:iort,” However, i thle wori thers nseds it
worse than I do, just you take it and use it there anc never nind me, for I can mane-
age in some way alright, I am glad, Will, that you wrote in acknowledgment for me;
I appreciate rour thoughtfulness. I will write also at ry earliest convenience.

tre ti:ig8 reache you, you will have rcceived mine of previous
date and will uncderstand what is my plan, as well as I understanc it ryself., As for
my “putting in ry time down here,” I have no tpouble in deing that; my constant ro-
gret is thet there are not more hours in the day and more daye In tle week, I am
up with the gun and never turn in until "Tape:" or as the Irish “biddy" pkt it, when
she threw up her job in the post as cook: she "didn't like this business of being
blown bnto bed ai nipht and shot out in the morning.”

' Say, I puess the Judre and family have decided to "cut” all old
acyuaintances; at least 1 have nol heard from eny of tnem yet; wiiles on the other
Lané I bave had letiers {rom ry pecple in the East. OG0 trhev Leave had time 0 write,
surelye Ferhaps the Judre is sore on me over the bear expsrience andé has put &
stop to 21l further intercourse? That wasn't very penerous cf me, was It, to leave
the Judre in charse of the boat? As & matler of fact, thousgl, he dién't seen tc be
very anxious to get after the bear himself, Indeed, ho seemed quite relicved to find
that I heé¢ killed the beast before hLe came up witn his hatchet, belt krife, revolver
and shotgune Dut con't tell him that I =eaid se. kr, hae I noticed, too, that it
took him a lonyr time to make fast the bout, but then he was alwaye more snxiouc elout
the boat tlan looking for bears,

Yes, that stersopiicon lecture will be rrest; I tiinmi I will
oharge an edmnission fee of & cents to tue reneral publie, witi ¢ srecial rule of
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50 cents to my friends, for of course they will be curious to know Just how Lig a yarn
1111 put up; for they will think it tut a "yarn," tho I give them bare facts. Take,
for instance, the following brief account of the "trisls of s musher” wiich I gave in
ry letter to our irmy fecretary; which at best he will think greatly exaggerated, tho
I simply state plain facts,

"1 hac¢ beer unfortunate in spraining my knee shortly aftor starting cut on my
return joummey over the rough ice, wncd was laid up for seversal days {25 ser day
}-— .~ _regular charge for the privilege of sitting on & berrel and resting my foot on & soap
box; tnat is, in addition to two meals & cday and some fir toughs to streteh out con at
nizht). hen I sterted out & second {ime, I could get no ome tc go with me, for it
had been storming hard for soveral deys snd there hac been s heavy fall of snowe I
felt, however, tlat I must hasten on, 2s I was anxlous ts rcach I't. Sitbon before the
holidayse o I started out with rmy dozs and 150 lbs. of taggaze, antlicipating no
difficulty in reaching the next ststlion, 20 miles distant, ohortly after starting it
began to storfnagaine The snow was then so desp that 1 was obligsd to go on ahead and
break trail and then retrace my stepe anc "mush" the dogse This I kept up until darke
nesg came on and we cculdéd no longer make any headwaye My knee had by this tims played
out, and to make matters worse, I had brokez through the ice and hed wet both feet, a
tiing most dreaded by "rushers.” This meant to cut and run, for my dogs were played
out and unless I got a fire started I would soon freeze my feet., 5o, cutting the cdogs from
their traces and stacking up soms dog salmon beside them, I started for the shore, tak-
ing with me my belt axe and fur robe, %hen I rsached the shore, however, 1 was too
cold to start a fire and it was then a case of reaciing some shelter or entering unon
a "musher's last rest.," &o on I limped, floundering in the deep snow and darkness,
frecuently sinking down in psiff and exhaustion; psrt of the time crawling on my hands
and kneet, dragring my robe after me, Ceveral times I wes tempted, &s only & man can
be templed when in that einditienm, Yo rell ug in my roke &nd sleep, caring little
whether I weked or nect, ‘
‘"Already my feet had startad to freeze and

i I felt myself growing numbe God gave
\ me prace, however, ond I Xept pushing on until I at last came mcross s little cabin,
\ There vas no light, nor response to my calles I crawled in and {ound it to be & de-
!‘ serted Indizn cabin, but there waa some dry wood and a little Yukon stove., I mansged
i to get 2 fire started and soen had the frost rubbed out of my feet,
Lo "I remained there until daylight and then pushed on, for I was without food, |
i Shortly after noon I reached a little Indian villmge and enjoyed a good feede ~ party
| of Indians returnsd with me for my doge, which at first we could nobt find, for the
; gnow hac entiresly drifted over them, They had dropped in their tracks and were Jjust
B where 1 had left theme I found upon inquiry that we had covered & distance cf Just
sight miles that first daye

"This was perhaps the worst expericnce I encountered, tho later I csme Rzxr near
engazing in the cold slorage business on two or ihree oceasions; in fact, rot ively
started two or three times, but every time fire destroyed all my etock in trade (cone
sisting of one or two knee joints, a few toes, soms [ingers, nose ané a cheek or two)
and I would have to Legin all over agair the next day. ’

"lJowever, I was very persevering, for "mush" I wus oblifed to or iake the choice
of going hungrys, The temperature kept falling to 40, than 53, then ) degrecs bLelow
zero, Ly but it was interestingl 1Ihe night vwhon the mesroury droppsd out of ¢ight
(60 below) I huc the novel and delightful experience of camping out in a 1little tent
forty milag from nowhere, Upon my arrival I was nearly stii'f; lour or five joinis
frozen, UDut I soon forgot ry troutles in the pleasunt occupatior of esting dried
| fisr and wasking it down with hot colfee, while citting éu & cmloc of ice {or a Laking
| powder can), turning first ons side and then the other toward the little rechot Yukon
' stove, irn vhiclk way I manaped to keep one side thawed ocut most of the tinme,
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"About that time I fell in with & fellow "mushing” up river with a tean of Cove
ernment mules (lovely crestures, for they were so docile they would stand without
Litching; in fact, sometlmes they were not incldfled to do enything but atandl) EHe
also seemed inclined to push on, as his mules mizht fail hirn at any monmsnt, for they
wore slowly starvinge This, notwithstanding that he wvas feeding tlem s cup and a
kalf of corn meal twice a dey - most of the time ~ and all the cordwood they could
eat, and that was not a little, for they had reached a point whers tlLey were rct very
particular. st times, however, they evinced a desire to ohange their diet to human
flesh, but in this we were not inclined to humor thiome

"The mules had no shelter whatover, for we could not teke them intc our little
tent, and as for blankets, they had long since eaten them as & relishe When it got
down to 60 below, however, we decided to get along with a little less covering our-
selves and fitted them both out with good blankets. This they fully appreciated,
but preferred an internal application rather than an external one; they servéd, how-
daver, to top off two meals, i'e then decided to keep the rest of our blankets, for
in case of am emsrpenay they would make good soup. fie never got into the soup busi-
ness, however, for on Christmas afternoon we reached a small Indian settlement,

“The raca,{ption they gave us, I shall never forget, I was somewiat hungry and

chilled, toog in fact, for I wes nursing two or three frozen Joints at the tinme; but
I could not help but laugh and feel amused as I beheld the wrole Indian village move
ing in our direction, for the entire population turned out to meet us,. Indeed, if the
whole of Barnum's circus had besn coming up the trail it coule gearcely have attracted
more attentione I confess that to the natives, some of whom had never seen a horse
or & mule before, we must have presented quite a spectacle with our caravan of lean,
lanky mules, cogs, sleds and two such cadeverous looking specizuens of humarnity, Thner
pathered about us like bees arnd took possession of our outfit, a&ll curious for « goad
look at "the white man's bip doge/me they called the mules. Sere we laid over a full
day ancd ate bacon srd flepjacks to our hearts' content.”

"Sounds rather "fishy," you say? ¥ell, I suppose it will to those ct.aps down
in New York, but it is nothing more tlran a plain stetement of an actual expericnce
and not uncommon to the average rusher, as you well mow,

™ell, I guess I had better stop, don't you trink so? If by any chance thise
fails to reach you, just let me kmow and I will éndeavor to duplicate it.

"iemember me kindly to all mia(f‘ricndc end acquaintances -~ ALL, miné you; you
know who all are included, A 1ittf bundle of love for my little sweetheart (Var-
Jorie Harrison).
"iiith sincere regard, Lelieve re,
"Your's cordially,

(Signed) . A. FLIDG®

& v B A& R X ¥ O ox oK M K R ¥ A ow
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At the risk of maidng this Heid episode too long, I am going to include lerein a
copy of the letter that I wrote to lieid in reply to his letter above gquoted. Ilsre is

ny reply to keld: _ r

"Ckazuay, Alaska, April 29, 1@2
"Kr. %. k. Reid,
Ft. dibbomn, Ala,

1y

Ity Cear lieid:

"Your letter of Larch 10tk came some days ago, and as the mail leaves
day after tomorrow, I will answer it nowe Am glad to know that you have gotten along
so well during the winter, and Lave been busye. I read with great interest your ace
count of your trip as given to yow lew York correspondents, I have no doubt they
are praying that you may see the error of your way and come back to the path of truth
and correct statemente You surely put it to them pretty strong, but I do not doubt
that you kept within ihe bounds of truth, strange as your story is. I can believe
anything after living up in this country four years; o you cannot stunp mewith such
& tale, however much it may puzzle your Lew York fEiends to understand your motives
in giving it to them,.

"I do not tkink the judre and family have "decided to cut 2ll old ac-
qusintances," as you sesm to think, I have had severel letters from the Suére and '

LI 4

he has always mentioned you; ané I had one or two letters from I'iss Eertha# shout

Chrietmag time, and she msntioned that their Christmas would heve been very happy if L

"2111 had been here,” so I fancy that you have not been forrottens <Ch, 0f course
you want to know how I came to hear from her, ¥ell, it was tlLis way: I received a
package at Christmas time containing a siring of 1ittle chins dolls sll torped out,
and I noted that it was from Salem, snd so concluded it was from Vigs dertha, ac &
means of retting even with me for having sent her & guariet of little black dalls Lhe
Christmas previous. I tiereupon wrote hsr acknowledping tle raceipt of the mackarce,
and sent her some of ihe worsl speoirengs of dolldom that I could find, ‘whicl she ade
mitted receiving, and I muswered her letter. So tiers you have it all, up to date,
"There is natiing new here. -Skaguay is quiet, and nothing golng on

of uny consequence, The Camera Club still thrives. Had our semi-annual election

- last Friday, and re-slected Dr. liall as pre.ident, and put irs. #illery in as vice-
president, lilss Delruyter ss secretary, and I was re-elected troasurer, ;e expect to
hold our annual banquet soon, ish you could drop in on us st thai time. Je would
give you sometling bLesides bacon end flapjacks to est,

"lothing new in Asscciation lines. ‘e tried tc ret the Church people
to waive the rent, etc., wuntil your return, but they ceclined. Laic Lthrey preferred
to wait until you get back, and tren teke the whole matter up and make & Zinal set-
tlement, Ky private opinion is that they want to hog the whole thiing -- but rou keep
this to yourself,

"Do you expect to come up the river, or will YCu fo doWn anc cone
back via Gesttle? If you do not return to tkaguey, do not fail to let us know &s
soon ec you make up your mind about it, as we are sort of half waiting rfor your re-
turn, inesmuch as you requested that we hold il).ings in aleyence until %rat time. Of
course there is nc use of your coming with & vievw of opening up the worx apein; that
is simply out of the question. It is simply a matter of how best to closc out and
quit gracefully. If you think you can he of any relp in this {and I believs you cand
why we shall bLe most happy to have you come &né nid use .e 8lall of course he vory
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glad to see ycu here, even if you ocannot do anything to help us in closing out, e
shall not forget your past record, and no one, I t:ink, will ever fail to feel the
most kindly toward you and always be glad tc give you a hearty handshake and sit dewn
and talk over 'old times' with you when we have a chance, So come along, old man, and
we will try to treat you white, We won't promise you any wines or chanpasne, but if
ten, coffee, chocolate, and glacler vater will quench your thirst, why they are yours

for the askinge :

"I hope you will get my last letters, those partiocularly which contained the
check and money order. And I trust they will Le of use to you,

"I have not yet received the ink pads for the Blickensderfer macrine, I ordered
them from .eattls, and the party had to send to Portland, so they are slow confing.
%111 forsiard them to you as soon as I receive them,

"Uany thanks forithe second copy of the 'ICY SLUTINEL.' It is interesting and
unique, as ls also the Invitation you sent witl, ite Those follows up there will miss
you when you leave them, or when t:ey leave you, I dake say soms of them are ready
to gwear by you now, and perhaps some would llke to swear at you. Every pood ran
has some cnemies. If you have none, why you better get busy and get some right awey,

"$ell, o0ld man, will close., ¥iss Case, lev. and Yrs, larrison and 1ittle lar-
Jorie (your sweetheart) send their best regards and good wiskes, as would also many

others did they know I am writing youe
"iith my osm best wishes and regsrds, and hoping to see you this way before very

many moons, I am,
“Lincerely yours,
(Signed) ™¢. . Shorthille"
T LT Y TS T TP TP PP e

Lo not think that held painted too tougk a picture of his experiences on the Yukon
aiver traile It would be difficult for even a Baron Lunchausen to exaggerate the harde
ships of a "musher” on the trail in the dead of winter in those early daysq

A good stary is told of Bishop Peter Irimble Rowa, of the Episcopal church, whe
has spent the greater part of his life ;n Alsskane It is said that he was one day mushe
ing along the trail en the frozen Yukon Hiver, and héwing a terrible time of it., He met
another musher, going in the opposite dircction, They stopped for a nminute to exchance
greetingss The Elshop asked the otiher nusher how the trall was that ke had just come
overe The man replied in lesnguage that r:asv forcefully descriptive and profane to the
Sth degreey he did not now he was speaking to e bishope Then he asked the bishop
how the trail was that he had just come overe The bishop locked him in the eyes ancd
grinned, and said: "Just the same as the one you have coms over, brother, just the same,”
and then they went their ways,

I first met Bishop towe in Tacoma in 18S¢ or 1897, lie was on s visit to the Stetesg
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and while in Tacoma he called on lr. Chester Thorne, president of the fational bank of
Commerce (now the National Dank of Tacoma)., lir. Thorne brought the bishop up to the
: |
office of Loxie and kichardsom, attorneys for the bank, to meet M¥r. nichardson, ¥re |
' |

loxie was ¥r, Thorne's father-in«law and of course already knew the bishop, I was in

... ¥r. kichardson's room taking dictation when ¥r. Thorne and the bishop came in, Both_ . _ _ |

it

¥r. kichardson and I were intruduced to the ilshop, and he then sat down &né for half
an hour relsted soms of his Alﬁsknn aexperiences, 1 was thrilled: here was & man who
hed travelled all over Alaskm and had ssemed to think nothing of it, but to me it was
a wonderful storye

Probabtly Bishop Keowe and Rev, . liall Young were the two best known and nost loved
missionaries who ever worked among the people of Alaska, es;}ecially anoni; those who
were in the interior of the ferritory, Thcrg were, of oo»_.xréa, Catholie missionaries
in Aleska, too, and m#ny of them were very popular, but none equalled hLisliop i.owe and
"Imddy" Young, &s many of hiau_friex.xds called him, in the esteem in which t}{ey were
held,.

It is worth a great deal to know and te associated with & Bishop rowe or & keve

erend 5. lall Young, and to get e glimpse of thelr outlook on life,

I should like to make mention of ancther grest missionary, the Keverend %illiam
Luncan, called Father buncan, As a young man, in England, he one evening atiendec a
church service and heard a man from Dritish Columbia relate some experiences among
certain of the Indians he had visited, Younz ‘uncan was greatly impressed, snd he
volunteered to go as a migsionary to these Indians, In due time he left Lnpland and
took up his worke His first work was with & tribe of very savege Indiens, who were
cafl‘{zibals. lie had a very ¢ifficult time with them at first, but finally won their cone
ficence &nd hegan his good worke In time he met with difficulty on sccount ol the
lack of cooperation on the part of Lhe Canadian govermment. Ee then visifed .aslington

and made & plea for an island nesr Hetchikan, called snnetie Island, to wiiicl. he pro-

B Sl
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posed to move his tribe of Indians, After some time spent in negotiations he was given
the right to establish his Indians on the island, and they were moved to it, He then
begkn to train them in various lines of work, and in gardening, fishing, etce. They
built all their own Louses, and a very nice clurch, and in later years erected a cane
nary in whkich many of them worked during the salmon-fishing sessons The Indians were
prosperous and satisfied for meny years. l}inally the U. 5. bureau of sducation bepan
to take & hand in the affairs of the community, and from then on Fether Luncan and the
bureau engagod in more or less of a feuds The good old Father was almost heartbroken
over what he considered the interference in his plans, and ke finally died at a ripe
old age, sad, disappointed and embittered. It was teo bad, for he had done a most
wonderful work and shiould have been permitted to spenc his last days in peace, come
fort end happiness, The town built by Father Luncan and his Indians on ‘fnnette Is~
land ie known as :‘etlakahtlae It is not far to the south of Tetchikane 1 visited

the town of Letlskehtla several times whils traveling between Seattle and Juneau, and
it was always most interestinge. Once or twice I went into Father lLuncan's gtudy and

gaw him at worke
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Thr EruFTIOR O ¥T. KATHATL

in June 6, 1812, Jt. Katmai, situated on the ilaska Peninsﬁl&, acrose Shelikeff
Gtreits from Fodirk Island and about 70 miles distant, broke forth in a terrific erup-
tiene According to government experts who investigated the eruption, it was probably

one of ithe preatest, if not the greatest, volcanic eruption in the history of the

worlde They estimated that the fine pumicec-stone ashes thrown up by the volcano went
up into ths stratosphere and were then carried sround thke rorld,

The first newe of the eruption did not reach Juneau wntil three or four deys later,
but during that time the residenbs of the city had noticed a very fine powder covering
tre walks end the porches, and tley wondered what it could be. Then came news of the
eruption, and the mystery was solved, ﬂ

Governar Clark wag in dashington at the time of the eruption, and remained there
for quite scme time. e wrote nme and ssked me to get together all the information
available anc to make & report to the hgcretary of the Interiore A consideratle amount
of informetion had regche¢ the covernor's office in the meantime, and from this I made
up & rather complets report. I belleve the report will be found eof interest, and, in
gpite of ite lensth, I am golng to quote it in full, liere it is:

TERKITORY OF ALAGEA
Governor's Office
JUNEAU -
August g, 1912

Sirs

Ly direction of the Governor I have the honor te submit herewith & reporti on the
recent eruption of it. iatmai, &3 recuested in your letter of the 22nd ultimo to this
office, ‘ )

it. Katmnl, one of several wolcaroces in Alasks Imown to be more or less active,
ig situated in the northerly part of the alaska Peninsula, at spproximately latitude
589, longitude 155° T, It liee about six miles inland from iatmal Bay, which indente
th0o nortrern shore of thelikoff Litrait, An IndiafP villare of more tlhan one humdred
inhst:itents has stood on ihe share of this btay for meny yeers. Cther native villares
are scattered along the shore of Sheliloff &trait boih to the north and south of Yot
mai Bay. lhumerous native and white villazes anc settlenents are gsoattered throughout
the repion surrounding It. fatmal, but atl considerable distances from the mountaine
The islands of Yodiak anc Afognak, with several-small; acjacent islands, lie to the
eastrward just scross Chelikoff ttrrit, a Cdistance of sbout 50 niles. The towk of
Yocdlak, sit.ated on the northoactern shore of Xodiak island, is about one hundred
niles distant from Vt. Hatmmie 4 pgovernment agricultural experiment station and stoek

.o

farr: is loocated near the town of Fodiak, and a government fisk hatchery is rwmintainadé
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near the village of Akhick on the southern shore of Kodiak island. it Afornak, on the
izland of trat name, the povermment algo malntains a large fish hatcharyes Cn Loil of
theso 1slands, as also on geveral smaller islends ac¢lcining, sre numerous srall farms
osnied by settlers and stocked with cattle, sheep and hogse The future of odisk ige
land in particular, as an agricultural and stock-reising region, was thourkt to be
agsured prior to the sruption of Kt, Eatmsi,

An eruption of LE. Xwtmal occurred at about two o'clock in the afterrnoor of < ne
6, 1812, Heavy earthquake shocks were felt throughout a considereble recien Sust
prior to the eruption and during the two cays following, Thre eruption was acconmpanied
by loud explosions, lightning and thunder, and great volumes of sulphurous pes, sand
anc ashes were thrown thousands of feet into the mir, spreacing rapidly pverﬂ on im-
menge area to the northeast, east und southeast, there being a strong west wind blow-
ing at the time. The explosions whick accompanied the eruption were heard through-
out a coneiderable portion of the Alaska and Xensi Peninsulas, reaching as far north
&s the tovm of Hope, latitude 60° 30', longitude 149° 45", ard east to the town of
bmfd.

"Although the €th of Juns was & very clear and bright day, so great was the volume
of smoke and ashes thrown out by the volcano thet by six o'elock in the evening the
ertire region as far east as the Kodiak group of islands was enveloped in darkness,
which continued throughout the greater part of the next daye Under normal conditions
&t this time of the ysar along the Alasks coast daylight continues until near midnight
and returns within a couple ef hourse I quote from a report received from the pame
warden at Seward, Alasikai

"On the 6th day of June reports similar to Leavy blasting were distiretly
Leard all over this (fenal) Feninsula, rescking as far nortl as Fope,
which is situated in the extreme north end of the peninsula, The resi-
dents of tiris vicinity could not explain what caused ‘these explosions,

: On the evening of the 8th the skyline to the scuth ané west took on &
copper hue, &s though the heavens wers 1lit up by an immense blaze to the
soutlweste Onr the 9th the steamer Lik4, plying between Jeward and Jush-a-

zak, arrived st Seward. Captein Kclullen reported that on the alternoon
of the 6th he arrived off the town of Kodiak, but so dense was the darke
ness, dus to the fall of voleanic ashes, that he could not pick up any
landmerks and had to put to sea again, lie ram to sea for 20 hours, ex-
pecting that the air would clear, but as it did not do so he stesred for

- Ssldovia and from there to Seward. ie reported that the Fatmai volcano
had blowm out, eand expressed fear for the safety of the inhabiiante of
Kodiak, ffognak, kaspberry, Voody and othor islands in the path of the
drifting ash clouds, Wwhen the DUiA arrived here she wae covered to a
depth of about 3 inches with ashes."”

With the exception of the territory adjacent to the voleano, lodiak and Alognak
islande, with the several smmller adjacent islands of this group, seerm to have exper-
ienced the greatest fall of ashes. On the mainland surrounding the volcsano, and pare
ticularly to the east of it, the depth of mshes is reported &s reing from three to six
feets 4afognak island and the portl half of Xodiak island, as well as tLe sraller is-
lands in this group, were covered to an average deptk of 14 inchese Tlrec ¢istinmct
layers of volcanic ash fell on these islands. The first was a coarse sand 4 inches in
depthy the second, & red clay 6 inches in depth; and the third, s fine, lloury, grey
dust resembling pumice stone, 4 inches in depths The more remote repions heve renort-
ed & fall of the grey dust onlys There have teen no reports received at thiz of fice
indicating any considerable fall of ashes directly to the norih, soutlh or west of ¥t.
nstmai, with the exception of the territory immediately surrounding the volcanoe This
is no doubt accounted for im large flart b the fact thut s strong west winé was blowe
ing at the time of the eruptions To the southwest, st Chicnik, anproxinate lsztitude
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56°, longitude 158° ¥,., no ashes fells To the northeast the towns of delvodia and
Linilchik reported a fall of about half an inch of the grey volcanie dust, while to
the east of those places the towns of Leward, Valdez, Cordove and ratalla reported
a somevwhat lighter fall of dust, Fafher to the enst and south the tovns of Juneau
(some 750 miles distant from Kt. Katmal), Litks and Rexhikan experienced s light
sprinkle of grey dust, which fell on the evening and night of the Sth and morning

of the 2th of June, Unconfirmsd press dispatches reported a very light fall of the
grey dust as fsr {o the southward as Vancouver, . C. It has also been unofficially
reported that a light fall of the dust occurred at Fairbanks, slasks, and Cawson,
Yukon Territery.
~ The electrical storm which accompanied the eruption occasioned no darare so far
as known, except ut Fodiak where the Faval wireless station was struck by lightning
anc the bullding and plant burned to the ground, Although this station was only

about 500 gwdm yards distant from the miszion buildings of the Saptist UGrphensge on
voody island, adjscent to the towm of Xodiak, the fall of ashes from the volcano wag
so dense that the flames from the burning building couldé not be seen by the people

al the Orphanage, .

So far &s known but three deaths occurred in the volcanic zone during the period
of disturbance, One of these was that of a consumptive at the village of Kuatmal, and
the other two were & woman a&nd child at XKodiak, It is understood that these three
persong were nativea, On account of the water supply being polluted and the houses
rendered temporarily uninhabitable by the great fall of ashes, there was much tempo=
rary suffering and inconvenience among the residents of the numerous settlemcnts withe
in the limitse of the heavier fall of ashes, particularly at the villages of Zatmai,
Louglass and Cold Bay, and some sraller settlaments, alonz the southern shore of the
ilaszn Peninsula, the town of Kodiak ané other settlements on thre northerly hall of
Yodisk island, and the several towns and settlsmenté on the adjacent Afornsk, Hespe
berry and Weody islands,

At Fodiak the revenue cutter LAXRING, wrhick was in port at the time of the erup-
tion, teok tihe inhabitsnis of tne towm (some 400 in number) on board and cared for
them for sbout ten days, when, the fall of ashes lLavinz cemsed and conditions being
eomewhat improved on shore, the people returned 4o their homes. The teachers and
children of the Baptist Orphanage and lission on Yoody island vere also tsken care of
on board the KAKAXING for a day or two. Two native children were born on board the
revenue cutter during the time the residents of Kodiak were bteing cared for on board
the vogsel, . -

Kearly all of the natives of the village of Ratmai were at other points engaged
in fishing at the time of the eruption. The villare was buried undsr tie volcanie
ashes and practically destrayed, and the few nativer who wers there suffered greatly

- until removed by the reliaf boats, which %took them, with the residents of neArby sete
tlements on the mainland of the Alaska Feninsula, to ifopnak where theyvwere cared for,
Lfforts are now being made, through the Buresu of Education and the Public Loalth and
‘arine lospital Service, to remove these natives to Stepovak Bay, latitude 569, longie
tude 160° ., on the ileska Peninsula, where there is & good supply of fish and rame
and where they will be encouraged te esiablish a settlemesnt, There are ablout 125 of
thess natives.

All vepetation on ti.e northerly helf of Fodiak island, and on Afornak, iaspberry,
~o0ody anc other islands in the Hodiak group, was buried under ihe heavy iall of ashes
and the greater part of it rendered worthless. ULome of the small pardens were promptly
uncovered and thus saved from being a total less, but it was not possitle to casrry this
worx on to any groat extente This loss is & nost serious one not only to the necple but
to the livestock, whick depe:dec in large memsure upon native grags ané her for faed,
Congervative estimates of those on the ground and fanmiliar with conditione are “hst it
will be perhaps two years before grazing and hay lané will have recovercd sufficiently
to support any considersble number of cattle and sheepe As & result of tids, some

owmers of livestock have shipped tiem to Lhe interior of the Territory wiirn w view of
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supplying the loocal markets with fresh meat, others have shipped to polnts on the mine
land where feed may be had, and quite a number of the cattles at the jovernmunt experie-
ment station on Kodiak island are being sold in order to reduce the exrense of provid-
ing feed which must be shipped in from the Jtatess

Duringz the period of the fall of ashes end before the streamns had Leen clesred of
the ashes by rains which, fortunately, fell r few days after the eruption, qubte & nume
ber of the blooded cattle at the grermment stock farm on fodlak islend died from leck
of water and feey, and many of the settlers lost cattle, sheep anc hogs from the same
oauss, not only on EKodiak island but on the adjoining islands, This loss was & very
serious one to the settlers. '

The southern half of Kodiak island experienced e rmech lighter fall o! ashes than
that which covered the northern half of the island. Only slight, temporary dams-e re-
sulted to this part of the isgland from tlie volcanic asheg wiich settled upon it. In
fact, the reports state that no aghes fell on the extreme ascutherrn ernd of tie lsiaid,

For a tims It was fesred that the fall of ashes in the waters surrounding the
Kodiak group of lslands and in the streams on these lslands would result in = serious
logs to the several salmon canneries locnted on the shores of the islands, The fish,
which had just commenced to run at the tlme of the eruption, disappsared for a time
and it was thought that they had sought some of the undisturbed streams on the main-
land, but toward the latter part of June they bezan to rum again, the streams, mean~
time, having been greatly cleared of ashes by ralng; and by the first of July the cane
neries were reporting good catchese MNany of the residents of Fodiak and the other
torns and cettlements on the Kodiak group of islands thereupon engaged in fishing for
the cannories and the outlook, both for the canneries and the residents of the stkicken
district, became muck more hopéfule The pecple will no doubt bs atle to obtain an
ample supply of fish for food not only for present needs but for the coming wintera

The most serious feature of the situation is the loss of the gardens snd smell
farms, which furnished the people with the greater part of their veretahles, both fot
summer ané winter use, and the gréat shortage of grass snd hay for the livestocks
Coneicerzble hardship will no doubt be experienced during the coming winter, the peo-
ple being for the most part necessarily idle at that season of the year, btut it is
not believed that there will be many cases of actual want, since a lockl comnittee of
citizens of Xodiak has been selected to see that food is supplied to any who may be
in actual need of it.

In spite of the very heavy fall of ashes on Afognak island, no serious results
were experienced at the government fish hatchery near the town of Afograk. In fact, -
the superintendent of the hatchery is officially reported as stating that orn July 1st
the salmon fry in the lake wers larger than usual at that time of the yesar.

I guote from a letter received from the Unitec Gtales deputy marshel st Todiak,
dated July 2, 1912, as to conditions on the islend at that time:

"The csttle are looking very bad, but are getting zome little food on the
side hills, and I am issuing some brane They will no doubt live througph
the summer, but the natives will be compellsd to kill therm this fall as
there will be no hay for them to eat. <Thoy intend to silp out most of

the government cattle, I understand, and the sheep mev on Respherry island
will ship out on tiis trip of the BUKTHA. The boarg have killed a great
many hogs, sheep and cattle, and are very bolcd and hungrye They lilled a
cow ané calf right near the home of the government exporimett siotlon,
"There is none of tlis agh on the south end of the island -- it &L not
reach as far as Old liarbor -- and the pesple there are all rijnts The po-
tatoes here ars not all cead, but xxiki cannot tell much about them until
later in the geason,"

From the first reports received at tnis olfice it was fesred that greut loss o
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~Cullech and Tahora for assistance rondercd to¢ the rocidents of the stricton towne
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of life had resulted from the eruption and that much assiatance would be reoquired
throughout the volcanic zone., An appropriation by Congress was recormenced, and
at the suggestion of this office the revemue cutter THETIS was losded with provie
glons and supplies and dispatched from Seattle for Lodiak and vicinity, later
and more conservative reports, however, indicating that no loss of life, other
than the three cases above referred to, had occurred, and that no extensive moas-
ures of relief would be required, no further action wms taken witkh respect to an
apprq/briatian by Cengress, and the THETIL, which had not yet arrived st Kodiak,
was intercepted by wireless and directed to roeturn to Sesttle.

Great credit is due tlhie officers of the rsvenue cutters Yenning, Dear, ¥Me-
and rettlenents during and immediately followlng the eruption and fall of ashesz,

The tanning cared for ell the residents of fodiak, cdistributing rations and dig-
tilling water for tleir use, and with the othsr cutters named, which arrived on
the scene s few days after the sruption, rondered 211 po8sible agsistance to the
residents of the Eodiak group of islands and to those on the mminland im the vieci-
nity of Kt. Z&tmai. -

To illustrate the gratitude of the poople of Zodiak and vicinity for the assis-
tancs rendcred them by the Levenue Cutter Service, as wall as to show the peneral
effect of the fall of ashes in that regbon, I quote at some length from an article
written by the superintendent of the Bpptist Orphanage on Woody island, which ap-
peared in the June issue of & publication issued by the managsment of the lrphan-
age: _ :

"It is difficult to find words to adequately express the praise due Captain
Perry, his officers and mer, for the unselfish way in which they gave up
thelr quarters for the use of the ladies of Fodiek and Yoody iskands, end
their untiring efforts te make evervone as comfortable as possible,

"Since the disaster the cutters Bear, licCullech and Tshoma have been here,
Army rations have teen issued for the indigent, and we are indebted to Cap-
tain keynclds of the Tukoma, who if in commsnd of 8ll the cutters in these
waters, for many courtesies shown us, ‘

"{ith these owning cattle it is a serious disaster, for the ;razing lands

are covered up, and there is no possibility of making dry hay for winter

use, To the migsion it has caused great lcss. ¥e had our gardens, potatoes
and other crops all in, FKever in the past four years has everything been

so promising for a big crop, Kow it is all buried uader nearly a {oot of
well-packed voloaniec ashes, ¥e had 22 head of stoek, including 8§ calves,

Of that number 12 have been butchered and one was lost, e have feed for

the remainder for zome weeks, but there will probably be no grazing for them
tris summer; that nesns that we must buy fesd for this summer ac well as for
next winter,

"We are trying to adjust ourselves to these new conditions, Have uncovered
onions and radishes, which seem to have been uninjured. Other bels mre bsing
replanteds If the two top layers of ashes, measuring ahout 8 inchos, can he
removed from the potatoes soon enough, we still hope for a partisl crone That
is the work now, It is too soon to say what this cevering of voleaznie dust
will do for the land, It may prove & wonderful kelp to veretation, It will
need to be very excellent to compensate our ratroms for the extra work it is
causing in house-cleanins, etc. No sooner are the rooms cleanscd and in ordsr
then the wird blows, anc it iz all to do cver arain,”

it is esomewhat difficult to reduce to & concise statement of facts the many
fragnentary reports at hand regarding the eruption and full of ashes and the condj-
tions resulting therefrom, tut it is believed that the foregoing embodies practically
all of the more important facts anc cetsilse ho comprehensive renort, cxact in all
its deteile, und covering the entire rezion affeoted, is «t hand,
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There seems but little doubt, at this time, that Fodiak, Afognak and tle adja-
cont islands in the .Kodiak group have suifered & severe seiback in the developnont
of agriculture and stock-raising, from which they w11l not likely fully recover in
less than two years, even under favoratle climatic conditions.

The most serious result to the netive resicents on the mainland of tle /laska
Peninsula lmmedistely adjacent to lit. Katmai seems to be the probtakls necegaliy of
repoving to zome locality in the Penlnsula outsice of the ash~covered &rcae < ince
these people live almost entirely upon fish and gane, of whichk there is 2an ample
supply throughout th #’Alnska Peninsula, their chisf loss consiste in the destruc-
tion or enforced abandomment of thelr houses, which for the most part arc of the
rudest sort and can he replaced in other localitisr with bul little expenciture of

time and labore
The latest informatien received at this office is to the effect that 1§y Tatmal
1 still smoking,.
Respectfully yours,

(Gigned) #. W. SRORTHILL,
Secretary to the Governore.

The Secretary of the Interior,
Yashington, ©. C.

e m ok & Bk ow o 2 omox B ¥ L 2 ox L 4 % E & % %

It developed that the volearnic ashes wanlcn fell on hodiek anc tre ctrer islands
udincent to it, really proved to be hensiicial as & fertilizer for the land,

Some yoars after the erup%ion & Seettle [iri made considersble shin-ments of the
grey, putice-stone sshes, from Zodlak island to CUeatile, where they used tlie ashes
in the plant where they were manufacturing & polish for silver, etc,

The Urited Jistes Geological furvey, I belleve it was, made & very complete and
exheustive survey of the Mt. Zatmail regi;n, and their findings were publighed 1in
the National Geographic Xagazine some years later. They gave the reglon surrounding
1t, Ratmal the nawe of "The Vallsy of a fhousan§ Smokes."” They found that all around
the volesno there were hundreds of small potholes from which smoke pourec,

On second thought, it was the lintional Gao~raphic Lociety, not the United Ltates

Jeological survey, thai mede the survey of the ‘ount Katmai reciom an¢ a report of

their findings,
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THE Y ERNERS
Ly nother's maiden name was Werner, ler grandparents came to the Ur tod Gtates
from Germany. uUn the steamer enroute to the United States s son was born to them,
I believe he was nﬁmed'ﬁilliam. The family settled in New York state, where the son
_. _grew up anc marricds Te this gon and h;s‘Wiﬁqxwérewbgrnwiggrndagghtgrg,agﬁ_thrggwsgna,__ﬁ -
The daughters were: Clara, Lelen, Kay and Sarah klizabeth, ' The sons were: Cassius,
Frank and Georgee |
Sarah Elizabeth Werner married Thomas Andrew_ﬂhorthill, and they became ry pareunts,
Clera married a man named Alcorn; May married a man named Rusk, FRelen never married,
Of the three sonz I know but little. Pﬁnk wvag in Geattle for some yesrs, All of these
daughters and sons have passed on to treir reward.
I met aunt Clara only once, when we visited her one winter while she was staying
with some friends near Burr Oak, Jewell County, Kansés.
i - I met aunt ¥ey in Tacoma on one of my visits there, OShe wes a very fine women,
ES . e
the and Leols for=med q&its a£ sttechment for each other end had some good times to-

gether, One dey in Tacoma the two of them attended seven picture shows? They said they

haé had the time of their lives,

-

Aunt Lelen I never mst, but Leoia‘and i corresponded with her at various times,
Y LQTHER |

kother was & wonderful woman, of hiph character, kindly and sympathetic toward
those who were less fortunate or in trouble, and always ready to give her support to
any foxward-looking rovernont ¢ In‘Kaqsas, f?oy.about the yesr 182€ wher ws were live
ing in Wakeenoy, she was very ruch interested in the suppression of the sale of li-
? quor, especially ‘o minors, Iansas had becouwe a prdhibition state, and there were no
i ssloons, but drugstores mﬁde more or less of e business of selling high-éowered “bit=-
. ters™ and sometimes resl liquor, behind screens at tre rear of the stores, There was
one crugstore in ‘akeeney whoge owner did guite a business in trnis line. Finally my

mother and e few other women got together, talked th:e matter over, anc went to inter-
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view a lawyer. This lawyer was an elderly man, quite profane, and himself & dinking
man who made no attempt to concesl the fact., liowever, he was in sympathy with the
plan to curtail the sale of liquor to minors, and he took the case and sfter zome
weeks of investigation and an interview or two with the fellow who ran thu drugstore,
the town woke up one morning to find & new proprietor at the rtore. The former owner
bad Bold out and taken the night traln for the east, just in time to escape arreste

At that time girls and womsn in general almost never took & drink. A much later
so-called "civilization® had to introduce drinking among women to the extecnt thLat they
often became quite as drunk as their male escorts, But even at that, it was not un-
til the repeal of the Federal prohibitbon law that women and even young girls learned
to walk up to a bar and order drinks, as they do now,

4After we moved to Tacome mother hecame a very active member of the omen's Chris-
tian Temperance Uniom, and she, with others, was freguently busy making life miserable
for some saloonkeepdr who was & notorious lawbreakere She remained a mewbor of the
Unibn and was keenly interested in its work umtil the day of her death,

Prior to her marriage mother had been a dressmaker, sné after her marriase she cone
tinyed this work, partly from choice and partly to augment the family casl, whieﬁ wag

never too great. She made clothes for her children when she was not busy sewing for

others,

—;

In late 1897 Qother want‘to Skagway, Alasim, to join father, who hal jone there
esrlier that year in the midst of the great "Klon@ike iush.” Iather built a small
store on the main street of Lkagway (Broadway, it vas called), eud in the rear of
this store and upstairs he provided living and sleeping quartersz. YotheX put in a
sxall stock of dressgcoda and fittings, ané took in dressmalking, and was kopt guite
busye Father put in a small stock of books and stationery, and handled newspapers and
mapazines, The two of them did a fairly good business,

In 1904 or 1905 mother and father solé their lLusinesses and oroperty to ry sister

and her husband, who continued the businesses for many years, finally selling out and
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moving to Tacomm,
Fathar and mother returned to Tacoma [rom skagway. Father built a nice louss rt
3801 Sixth Avenue, in which they lived for many yearse In 1808 lLeols and I bought

tris property, not because we expected to live thers, but in order te help father and

mother. Ue paic them in monthly installments over s period cf years, anc during mozt
of the time father and mother continued to live in the nouse, without any cost to
them, Leola anc I were.-glad to have them live thers, for we kmew the property would
be well taken care of, After several years father and mother meved into a house at
807 South ¥ Street, which mother owned, and they lived there the rest of their lives,
¥other was very fond of Leola, who was alwsys most kind to her and helped to

make her last years happye And mother was very, very fond of her two grana'é‘éfs .
Warren and 4llan, a; they were of her, &he was never more happy than when one or
beth of them r:erai with her,

~ Mother pnissed.aws;y very suddenly one rorning earlye. Ky sister telephoned me at
two o'clock in the morning and told ms.that mother had gone, It was & lerritle
blow to me. Leola and Allan and I had besn plarning to spend the weekenc wiih Kother
and Norae Leola went to the funeral parlors and arranged motb;er'e hair, as the two

of them had arreed would bs dons. Mother's hair never looked riocer than it did as

Leola's loving hands arranged it,
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ThE SHEOITLILLS
Ky grancfathor, James Llhorthill, was torr in Irsland, There is no record of his
parents, nor of the date that he arrived in /merieca, but the records do show that on
Leptember 23, 1830 he and a Hlss Lllzabeth Lechtol were narried in }ifflin County,
Pennsylvanias. Two scne and four dsughters were born to them. OCne of tle sons was
naned Thomas Andrew, the other Stuart law, The daughters were Lary fume, Feturah

=y

I have made mention of the four daughters on page eight and following pages, in

Graham, Elivrah Jane and Tamar Kebecca,

my references to relatives -~ with the exception of Nary Anne, who evidently rarried
a pan named Bach, and passed away at the early age of about nineteen years,

Stuart Law Chorthill mrriod e 'lss Mary Dall, and to them were born two lovely
dsughters, linnie znc lildred. Ninnie dieé df cencer et about the sge of fcurteen,
at the family Lomectead in fansas, and was buried in & little comelory sone siz or
eizht miles up the Saline River valley. rildred grew to young wormnhood and married
ocne of the Walker boys -- Frank B. They are still living in Vakeeney, Tll:ey have sev-
eral fine children and quite a number of grandokildren, One of the grenddaughters,
.f‘remoes Jean Walker, visited us in Los Angeles in late 1038 and how we did enjoy her
stay with us. L{he is one of the sweetost; nost lovely younz ladieg I have evar known,

Uncle Stuart was & fins man, gentle, kindly and a fine character in every way,
Aunt bery was ons of the swoetest litile ladies that I have ever kmesn, loved WLy all
vho knew here [oth she and uncle {tuart long since passed on to thelr rewsrd, but the
memories of them still linger like a sweetl incense,

¥iinnie anc Lildred had a pony naumed l'andye He was & small pony, very itrim and
nest of build, and fleet of foot, but quite -entle, and the two girls used to take
turns ricding hime I can stlll see one or the other of tnem ricinz swiftly across

the preiries or landy.




LY PATLER
Father was eizhteen years of apge when ithers came a call for volunteers to Join
the Union army at tle outbreak of the {ivil #ar in the year 188le The call was for

enlistmepts for a period of one year, Father and his brother both enlisted at

once, and they served for the one year,réndAihgn;Véfégf‘sgo;f”fﬁfi;;éﬁg aérhéﬁa tﬂé&
re-snlisted "for three years oY the ware" They served to the end of the war and
were mustered out and refurned to Pulaski, Tnio, whers they again took up their
trade, that of carpenteringe

I remember an clé-Tfashioned "secretary” that father bullt a year or two before
we laft Pulaski and went to Kansss. lather ha@ found a black walmut plank buried in
the mill race noar grencfather's mills This plank had been buried there fﬁtr;éme
forty years. It was, ol course, completely water-soaked, tut otherwise was in fine
condition. He dur it up, let it dry thoroughly, and then sewed 1t into hoards, and
with these boards and some white maple boards, he built & fine secretary, tall and
roomy, and thz-two colors of wood, one white, the other bluck, made a most attrec-
tive plece of furniturs, Father was Justly proud of ite ihen we were making plmns
to move to Ransas this secretary was solg, as we knew we would have'no need for it
on the prairieé. I have often wished that I could [ind that old‘secretary and buy
it backe

Pather did guite a zood deal of carpentering in Kansas, not only for ourselves
4 123 & =] » 3

‘but for other settlers and in Vinkeeney. liis work was always of the very best -=

not like most of the work that is done nowadayss In those deys a carpeniser took
real pride in his work, he was not merely interesied in the dollar or two a day that
wag the going waps thens In the summer of 1388 father worze¢. on the construction

of the courthouge in .-akeeney,

Father wes nlwzys & great reader, ané nlways of gooc tooks, Be liked to ret

into a discussion on some desp subject, and wws zlways able te nold his own to lis
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credit., In his later yeurs, in Tacoma, father was frequently callec upon to address
the students of the grade aud high schools on the occasions of lemorirl fay ecxercisea,
The students always seemsd to like to hear him, and he dsrived a great deal of real
pleasure f{rom these meetings with them.

Father's early anbition had been to become a lawyer, but force of clrcunstances
and poor health denied him that profession, L= would have bLeen a very fine lawyer,
for he hsd a keen mind, was very logical in his thinking, and he had a way of petting
right down to the honesty of facts and making them so evident and plain that his view-
point was easlly establisheds As a judge on the bench father would have been entirely
impartial, just and fair in his decisions, .

Father was always most kind and thoughful toward his children. I recall bat
one instance in wrich ke showed real anger toward me, I had done sometling of whieh
he did not st all approve, and he told me to po and rectify ite 1 replied that I
would not do sc -~ and no gooner had I saic that than x boot hit me in my nethermost
anatomy, and I went immediately and with speed to do just what I had been told to-do,
I never forgot that boot nor the foot it was om, and I had the ;ood sense navar apain
to do anythinpg that invited a repstition of that treatment, 4after I had taken lime
10 think the matter over I was zlad that father had asserted his suthority so force-

fully and effectively, though perhaps not in an altogether elegant manner.



(127)

FATHRX MIGET YAYE BEER A FRUEER OF
THE FKAb.oAD S5TATE LEUIGLATURE IF ~-e

One afternoon in 1885 whilo father and I were ouf rounding up the herd to drive
i1t home, two men drove up in a buggy an¢ enpagec {ather in connrsa‘tion. After pere
_ _haps half an hour the two men turned and drove awsy, That evening at dimmer father
told us that the two men were lr, Tilton, editor of the Wakeeney paper, and lr, Os=-

borne, a lawyer, who later became county judges They had come to talk with father

atiout bein; & candidate for election to the State legislature from Trspo countys

Father said the men told him they would like to see him elected, that he would
be & valuable wan in the legislature, that he was popular in the county, and that
if he vould become & candidate these two men would work for his slectione Tather

vas inclined to consider the matter favorably, Then these two fine birds sprung

their trapl ’i‘hgy said to father: " Of course, il you are elected you will be ex-
pact.ed'to vole f'or lhe e..stabliskment of an experimental Astation" wiieh they wanted
to have the lerislature authorize, Father imew of this proposition, and did not
tiink that the experimental station was necessary, especlally sin.cc it would invblve
much. more sxpense than he thought the state could afford. 5o he told t]’zé two men
that he could not favor that projects They then said that if that wvms his stand on
the mattcr they could not do anything for him, He said: "Well, if that is y&mr game,
centlsmen, you can both go straight to helll"™ He turnmed and left them.

rather would have been a valuable member of the lepislature, Le made friends
easily, was of Ligh character, e,mi- could have cone ruch good as & menber of that bodye

The salary connected with the position would have been of great help to us at that

time, but father would not compromise his opinions for the mere sake of teins clected !
to office nor for any salary that might have coms to kim in that position. If he
thought a thing was rizht, he was for it; but if he tlought it was wrong, he was
against ii, without any ifs, wnds or buts, It wus this trait of character wrich

drew to him many true snd loyal friends trroughout his lifetimes After his desth
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I wag frequcrntly apoken to by his friends in Tacoma, and it was a real tenediction to
ne to listen to their words of praise and of 5ow mich it had meant to them to have had
him as a friend, Iie was a man among meu,

FATITZR'S LAST THIP LGNTCNY

During the first couple of weeks after my return to Tacomm fron Juneau in lay,
1918, I was quite busy trying to find worke I visited many places, but got no en-
courag;mcnt. At every office and place of business I aaw only women and girls at
work, scarcely a man in sighte This was near the end of the first World 'ar, when
4ll available men were in gervice,

On several occasions I went to Seattle to look around, On one of these days
father went downtown to see r. homfer T. Bone, an attorney (now United States senator
from the state of wWeshington), in the hops thet kr. bone might be able to use me,
Father and .r. bone were gr;at friends, Ir. Done was out of town, so fatl.er did not
get to see hime--

Thet was the last time fether was sble tc lsave the house, Shortly thereafter
he took to his bed, and in about & wesk he passed away, early on the morning of lay
25the

It has bceq% a source of great satisfaction to me to know tha% up to the last
father's troughis were of me and my famlily, and he was anxious to help me set a foot-
hold again in Tacoma. It wes characterisztic of him, Ie was always rprezily concerned
about the other fellow's problems and helped whenaver he could do sog

.1 am including as a part of these memories, two of father's addresses, which I

tr.ink will show the workings of lis mind and heart,
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LIXCOLNX

An address delivered by Thomas A. horthill before the Custer Post, frand Arny of
the Lepublic, and the lLadies Auxiliary, Tacoms, Vashington, on the occasion of the Lin-
coln's Zirthday /inniversary exercises, February 19, 1516,

Lincoln was a wman of praketic vision. (ixbty years ago he saw what we, as a mation,
fie, Luring the war he said: "The tims will come when all the states will have the inie
ative and rafarendum. Towardsthe close of tha wmar he said he felt greater anxisty for
the future of the nation in consequence of the grovth of the money power and the corpo-
rations, than he hac felt during the war,

He was a great lawyer, a great orator, a great statesman, and a great President,
But inpone of these things did he excel all other men, lis rrestest contribhution to the
world lay in none of these things,

Tom Lawson, whose 1life has been spent studying stocks, bonds, mortgages, gold, sile
ver and copper, banks, rallroads, insurance companies and mines -- groping among things
meterialistic -« a man whom we would naturally expect to be cold and unfseling, suddenly
broke into literature and wrote somo of the most vivid and artistic descriptions of ine
dividual character that have every been penned. Une of the finest sketches of character
ever written was his beautiful pen plcture of Governor Johnson of Minnesota, who so much
ressmbled Lincoln, After strugzling to ;ive expression to his conceptions of the great
iwede, comoaring him to Lincoln, he closec the elequent paragraph by saying' "Ah, he was
such a good mane”

fitile occupying the position of foreman ir one of the great manufacturing establish-
ments of Chleago, ymars age, I stood talking with one of the men, & youny Horwefiane lie
could speak five cifferent languages, but was compklled to work as a common laborer une
til he learned ocur languape. Ke askzcd me if I had ever seen Lincoln, ancd I 4cld him I
had not., "Well," he said, "you have missed half your 1life," 1 asked why, and he ree
plied: "I hreard him make a speech in the iechanics Instituto, and he talked like a great
Father talking te¢ his childrens Oh, he was such a rood man,"

.Tolstei, the greatest of all Kussians, was tallking with e chief of one of the wild

ribes down among the Gauoasian Mountaine, After telling him and his tribesmen all
about the countries from which he came, and their preat men ~-- Peter the Great, lreder-
ick the Great, Alexander the Ureat, Kapoleon the Great, and all the other little Greats —-
he was intsrrupted by the chief, who seid:"Yes, but you have told us nothing about that
great ruler of a pgreat country that is so far away that if a ydung man should start to
travel to thal country he would be an old gray-headed pman before he could reasch ity ke
wag a great gsneral, he spoYe with a voice of thunder, and he loved his people, Tell
us sbout him,"”

Tolstol told them all about Lincolr, and when he had finished the chief gaid: If
Jou will get us his picture we will give yocu one of our finest Aralian horses,” It so
happened that Tolstol had with him & pleture of the great American, and he pave it to
the chief, who took it with trembling hands, and, as he pazed intently upcn it his lips
quivered, nis eyes {illed with tears, and he snids "Lis face looks sad; canl you see
the tears in his face? ihy was he killed by a villain?"

Lincoln's sadness commenced where many another ian's sorror begins, st the loss of
the preatest love that ever toucdhed iis great soul, GLhe was buried on the banks of the
Sangamon hiver, in Illinoise. Lincoln was living in slght of the sangamon and the grave,
in an 0l¢ log cabin on the other slde of tne river, une aftornoon, soon sf{ter her destk,
during & violent storm, while the lightniny flasheé an¢ the thunder roared and the rain
foll in torrents upon trat newly-made grave, Lincoln stood in ihe doorway of his cabin,
looking over toward the graveyard. Iiis face bore mute testimony to.ihe arony of his
soul as he gazed thus across the river, /4t last he turned uné threw himsel! upon his




iness 2t his bedside, cryin; out .in heartiroken tones: "0Oh, I cannot stund it to have
her lying out there in the gtormi” :

Great loving-hsarted Lincoln}y That vw:ich distinpguished him from all the nen of
the apges who have held hipgk place was not his great ability as a lawyer, an actor, a
statosman or a President, tho he was great in all of these; but, like Abou bHen Adam,
"his name led all the rest" because "he loved his fellowmen,"

The great financier, lLawson, the scholarly mechenic in the shop, the wild tribe
in the Caucasian lountsinsg, all classes of men proclaim the great trutlh that lLe "was
suck a good mane," Of all the men who have ever lived since Christ tecame the central
fipure of history, the name of Abraham Linceln siands out, colosaal and slone, Tolstoi
called him "The Civine Xan," & "Christ to the peopls.”

To be known and loved as Lincoln was, and iz, all over thse world, proves that there
were, and still are, millions of Lincolrs in embryo among the world's great multitude,
Ihere was that in their own souls which responded to what they found in him,

I imagine there stands bafore me the world's great monument on which are inscrited
the names of its benefactors; and after reading the names written thereon, from btmse to
surmit, away yonder in the blue distance, towering above all others, is the name of that
man who, more than any other, loved the great multitude who are alowly coming up into
treir heritage of power and privileges he Af the sad fmoe and the great, loving Leard,

LBRAEAY, LIKCOLKY

KENKIRRWR B AN RIF A AR N R P O R AR RN
PATRIUTISH

An address delivered by Thomsas A. Shorthill before the teschers anc the tlree
hundred pupils of the eighth grade of the Erysnt School, Tacoma, on Nay 28, 1916,

There is just one thing I wish to do before I commsnce to et ready to begin, and
trat is, I want to make ag clear as I can to these young peonls my idea of patriotism,

when Ir. Xane cane back from the north, from his {irst trip in search o the Horth
Pole, he brought back with him a native from a tribe called Innult, a specles of Indian,
ke eduoated him at Cincinmati, Ohio, and took him basck with him on his second tripe Ths
Innuit died on the way north, Just before he died he asked to be raised up with his face
towards the northe After gazing towards his northern homs, he said: "[io you ses the ice?
Lo you see the icet™ .

It may be a marble palace, a tent in the wilderness, a sod house on the prairies,

or a palace of ice in the cold north land, but the human heart will ever and anon hark
back to the home of its childhood, back where we were born, where father ancé mother lived,
The early associstions of childhood, Its friendsiips, its loves, its joys and its sor-
rows: these are homes And the love of our childhood's home is the bssis upon which
rests a1l the patriotism this world has ever known,

When this love of nhdme broadens out until we love the city, the county, the state
and the nation, we call it patriotism; but 1t was born in the home, Garfield said
"The homes of the people arsthe plllare of government,”

bome people seem to thLink that these commemorative services ars held and patriotic
addresses given in the interest of the olc soldlers, in order that cur names may not
be forgotten; that it gives an opportunity to portray in vivid colors and tell in eloe
quent words, of our deeds of valor on the field of batile, and gather t¢ ourselves lonor
and fams, Xot for this de we strew flowers over the rraves of our dead comrsaées, or
czll to mind the memories of those tremenduous deays., For be it remembered that the record
they made, and the desds they accomplished, were written in bloed and recorded on the his-
toric psge, and will be remembered ag lon; as men love hoame and countrye The results of
the war are woven into the heart of our national life, and are a part of {hoee imperish-
able trings which. make our nation great. e zather here in order that we may impress



(131)

upon the young and rising genaration the fact that eternal vigilance is the price of
liberty, and that patriotism and love of country may continue to burr in thelr hearts
arné thet they may learn from the lessons of the past to study more clogely the trend
of our national life, and not do as their forefathers did through party prejudics,
jgoorance and hlind politicel fansticism -~ plunge madly into one of the greatest
wars of history; and that they In these peaceful tlmes mmy puard thoss libertiss
wrich were purchased with such priceless treasure,

. . #e have false notiens about patriotism. 41l too long we have associated the
jdea of patriotism with the blue coat and brass buttonss The fife and drum, the
shrill bugle call, the glistening bayonet, the blue coat and brass buttons send a
thrill to our hearts ss we gee the soldiers parading the streets, But there iz no
necessary connection between these andpatriotisme ~¥ie make & great mistake in think-
ing that we Loys who wear the bronze button (emblem of the (rand Arry of the Hepube
lic) are the only patriotse ~ .

Ths women who stayed st homs wers just as patriotic as the men who went to war,
The women suffer most during all wera. The giving up of husbands, fatliers, brothers,
song and loved ones, and the anxious watching and waiting for those who never re-
turned, was a greater sacrifice for the women than our four years of service was for
use Our American poet, Buchanan Heade, puts the thought in beautiful form in the

poens
"THE BRAVE AT LOME"

"The maid that binds her warrior's sash,
With emlle that well Ler pain disszmbles,
The wrile beneath her dropping lash

{me starry teardrop hange and trembles,
Though heaven .alone records the tear,

4nd fame shall never know her story;

Lier hesart has shed & drop as dear

As e'er bedewsd the field of glorye

"The wife who girds her husband's sword
'1d little ones whe weep and wonder,
ind bravely speaks with cheering words
What though her heart bhe rent asunder,
Doomed nightly in her dreams to hear
The holts of death around him rattle,
a8 shed as sscred blood ase'er
was poured upon the field of battle,

"The mother who conceals her grisf,

ahile to her breast her eon she presses,
Then breathes a few Lrave words and brief,
¥%issing tle patriot brow she blesses,
%ith no one Lut her secret God

To know the pain that weighs upon her,
Sheds holy blood as e'er the sod

Eeceives on Freedom's field of Lonore"
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The hignest type of :government yet evclved by the slow process of evolution,
througn the storm and stress of the ages, is that of a govermment of the penple based
upon the votes of the people, counted by the head, If we realized the lives sucri-
ficed, the treasure wasted, the sufferings endured and the weary travail ol the ages,
to tring stout this latest and hizhest conception of goverment, we would not nsglect
our duty, but would count it a gloriocus privilege to cast our ballot at every clece
tion; and unless we hecome more loyal and patriotle, and use the free citizenship
which the age-long struggle has given us, there will be bullt upon the ruins of our
republic the greatest monied aristocracy the world has eva:% known, hen thess
young pecple grom un to voting age, if they will study the conditions o the city,
the county, the state and the nation, and go to the ballot box on every slection
dey and cast an honest berllot, and continue to do s¢ during their llves, they will
have earned the right to be considered as great patriots as any soldier who ever
drew s sword in defense of ris country,

I sm glad te believe that when this Luropean war 1a over thers will come a reign
of peace and that the natioms will unite on some plan by which all disputes will be
settled without war, Already two of the southern republics have apgreed to settle all
treir disrutes by arbitration -- Argentine and Chile -- and they have esrecte:d a monue
ment to cormemorate the event,on the line which separates the two repubtlics, A plobe
of the »norld is held aloft on a granite shaft, and standing on top of the globe is =
bronze statue of the Christ, 26 feet ir hsight, In Ilis left hand Hie holds a cross,
wrile his ri;ht hand is spread out in blessimg over the worlde (m the basa of the
granite shaft i1s & btronze tablet on which are inscribed these words:

“"Sooner whall these mountains crumble into dust, that-that thece
Argentinee and Chilians shall break the.peace which they have pled-
ged themselves at the feet of Christ the Redeemer,”

There stands the status of the Christ, away yonder om the indes mountains, on
the dividing line between the two republics, a prophetic vision in bronze of Christ's
promise of "Peace on earth, good will toward meg”

There it stands, foreshadewing Judge Taft's dream of the settlement of 2ll ine
ternational disputes by an international court; & vision in bronze of Eryan's dreanm
of internstional unity and the rule of the "Prince of Feace" -= & prophetic vision
in bronze of the great Christian poet's dream of the coming time:

™ihen the war drums shall beat no longer,
An¢ the battle flags be furled,

In the parliament of men,

The federation of the world,”

A prophetic vision in bronte of the Christian soldier's dream of flhst coming
time when the zosnel as taught by the Carpenter of Galilee will close forever the
cannou's bloody lips,

low long will it tzke ug to learn that the ;ospel of Ehrist wars .ot uctered
in with gatléng guns’
' "%o war nor battle sound
%28 heard the eartl around;
Zut pesceful was the nicht
on wrich the Prince of Light
Lis relgn of peace
Upom the earth tegane”
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A few years ago, in & small town on the dividing line betwesn ths Iiorth and the
South, they held a XMemorial Iay service, In a tiny graveyard on the hillside lay men
who had warn the tlue, and alao those who had worn the gray. The comrades of both
net at ire little church and, sitting side by side in pesce and friendship, they lis-
tened tc their pranderildren singing, and to the music of the village band mace yp

of the sons of bwth the Korth and the Southe 4nd they hotbled side by sids comwn the

village street and out the winding roadway to the City of the Teads There they stood

with uncovered heads while thelr children heaped Ligh the graves with flowers; those
who haé worn the blue ané those who had worn the gray were covered with flowers,

Just as the fires of the Civil War burned away the barriers thet separsted the
Lorth and the touth, #nd mede of us one grand nation, so will the fires of the gresat
worlé war burn away the national boundaries, the race prejudices and creed differe
ences, and weld the human race into cne grest human brotherhood.

Bitter was the price we paid for the knowledge that the riech and power-holding
clesses make the wars, and the poor are slaughtered in thems Elood-stained 1s our
knowledse that the Yankee and the Rebel are brothers, and that vested interests sre
the enemy of bothe If the result of the war in blood-stained Kurope should be the
destruction of monarchies and despotic governments, and there sihould arise upon
thelr rukns governments "of the people, by the people, and for the people > then the
millions who hade died in the shambles will not have died in vaine

-.»n*-ets:.ﬁ**w*t*.&**tk***s#

_ Both father and mother are burled, side by side, in Calkwood Cemetery, in Clouth
Tacom’, thair praves being but & short distance frem the Mausoleum, in ths part of
the Cemetery which is set aside foi the burizl of members of tke Grand Army: of the
Kepublic and their Wives,
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KY SISTER
1 had but one sister, Elizabeth Jane, wiom we always called Libble. llie was some
five years younger than I, so of course 1 was the "bosa" around the house, so far ag
she was concernede lLut we got aleng very well topethers Living out on the lLomestesd,
and having few other children to play with, we had to invent our own games and ways of
sntertaining ourselves, TYe ran rucos, playsd we were Indians, cowboys, and so forih,
and generslly had & good time,

Urne eveninz Libbie went out te the corral to open the gaﬁs for me so that 1
could érive the herd into the corral, After she had clesed the gate che started to
run toward the house, sayinp that she could beat me thero. %ell, being wounted on
my pony I felt quite sure that she could not wine, I trotted the pon? along bekind
her until I hac causht up with her, then guiced the pomy around her and ctarted ahead,
when in some way the pony stepped on one of Libble's toes, breakin; it. CI course I
was very much in bad for that, and ofténtimes afterwards she wonld tell people how
badly 1 had treated her om that occasione

¥othor sometimes punished Libble and me for something we had done thst ghe did
not approve of, She told me in later years that when she punished Libktie she could
always lay it on good and strong, because Libbie would look up &t her in a defliant
manner; btut when she came to punishing me, I would leok up at her with such a piti-
ful, woebe;one look that she was quite disarmed and I usually got off »~iih s very
mild punishment,

Libtie wae married to quyd 4. RArrison on October 30, 1894, in Tacoms, where
they lived for some time. In 1821 or 1892, I think it was, they went tc Ckapvay,
Alaska; 4 £old strike had recently been made in the Atlin, britlsh Tolumbie, C¢is-
trict, and the herrisons went there anc located a placer clsim on Foulder Cresk,

They vorzed this claim during one season‘and a part of the next, and took cut come

three or ‘our thousand collars in gold, Thir provided them with the means of later
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buying the store and businesses whioh father and mother had been carrying on ir Skag-
Y o 'The Harrisons enlarged the store and increased their stocks of zoods, and re-
mained in Skageny l“or quite a number of years. Finally they sold out and returned
to Tacom. Thcy invostod soge of their money in 1partmnts, md ’qbay made arrange-
ments to take over the mmgmnt of an apartment hotel which was then baing cone
pleted, Iarrison worked for some tims around this propesrty, getting it resdy to be
opened upe Ome hot afterncem, while he was working there, he told the man who was
helping him that he thought he wﬁld quit t.ud go home, A couple of minutes later
the man turned arcund and saw Harrison Xylmg on the floer. Hs had died of a sudden
heart attacky As the Reverend Dr.‘Johman, who oonducted the funeral service, sald:
"Hs had, indeed, gone hame," Earrison had been sn indefatipsble worker, Ard it is
too bad that he did not live to take life easier and erjoy the henefits of the money
his hard work over so many years had produced,

Some years after Bnrrir;en'-a death Libbie mrrieﬂ ¥r. A. Kimball Patterson, and -

they are now living im Xansas City, Missouri,
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Y WIRCE, BGRA BAL BaciTolR

hbout the year 1902 my sister and her husband (the hLarrisons) ncopted a little
zirl from Portilund, Uregon. uhe Wes a very sweet little rirl, with long Vleck curls,
black oyes, a pleasant voice and a brigit sniles Ohe was tren avout f'ive jears of
azes lhen Leols und I were married, Lora /ae wns one of the flower rirlse

4fter a year or twe with Libbie and her husband, who were then living in Skap-
way, Alaska, Lors went to Tacoma and lived witi. my parents, as she was not in pood
Lhealth and needed nedical care, Ier health lmproved over the years, and she con-
tinued to live with fsther and mother and was a gre:t comfort and help to them,
Trey were very foné of her and she was squally fond of them, She was interested in
many of the things that father and motler were interestod in, and thus was & wWone
derful companion te them,

After father passed away in 1316, Kora remained witr nother and was sven nore
of & companion and help to motier than ghe had been bLeiores They lived together in
facoms until motier passed away in 192{

on June 12, 192§, Nora was marricd to ¥r. «oy O. Duncan, of Tacomze The wed-
ding took place in the house in wilch tiey were to live, Leola, Allan &nd I went
over to Taccma from Geattle for the wedding, and warren's wife, Pat, ceme up from
Aberdeen. ..urren could not leave his work in Absrdeen to attend. Libble und her
second husband, »r. Fstierson, were present, as alsc were a roodly nunber of Nora's
anc L.oy's friendse

The ceremony wes guite simple. The rocms had been nicely decoratled and looked
very nices Ihe lisverend irs. Clulow, an ordaine¢ minister of the ' ethodist (lureh,
officistede Lrs. Clulow had for & long time been one of Fora's best fricndse <he
was of lrish birth and from the Ouldé tod. Ohe spoke witi a distinct brogues #s soon
as she had pronounced l.oy and Hera hushand and wife, and almost in the same breath,
she turned to hoy and in a very brusque tone of volce said: "¥iss your wifel" !l.ay
did s0a

Nora and .oy lived together very happlly for several years, when he passed
away very suddenly. L& vwas a fine fellow and was most loving and kind to Yora,.
tince noy's deeth Kora has continued to live in Tacoma, wrere she has many friends,

I have alvays felt very, very crateful to tora for her years of kindness to
rv father ané mother, If she had Leen thelr own daughter she could hercly have
Leen nore lovins and devoted to them,
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¥Y BROTHERS

Yy brother James Vincent was born om December 12, 1877, in Pulaski, Ohioe. }ia
was given the nams James, after his grandfather James Shorthill. The name Vincent
was given hi;a after the Reverend John H. Vircent, many yesrs later a Bishop-in the - -
Methedist chureh, lother had attended classes iz bible histery for quite a while
in her younger days, under the tutelage of Reverend Vincent, and she enjoyed these
clazses so mch and had such a high regard for Keverend Vincent, that she gave her
second son that name, |

Jimmie, as we onlled him, foll a victim to an silment that was quite com in
the pioneer days in Kansas, and he died en the hadestesd on August 3, 1879....

Father made the 1ittle casket, and mother linsd it with the best material avail-

‘-.ble, and the little body was placed in it to be taken to the cemetery near iakeeney,

I have never forzotten the morning that we started for Wakeeney in thé ﬁig wAZOn,

Father crove the team, mother sat beside him, while Libbie and I sat in a seat Se-
hind them, with the little oasket on the bed of the wagon. Dowa near Smith's placs,

half a mile from homa, the romd dipped sharply down the bank of the Saline River,

"Aa the rronf wheels dropped down-the bank, the 1little casket suddenly slid forward

toward the seat whers father and mother were sitting, Nother heard the moving cas-
ket, looked around, and in a most agonizing voice oried out: "Oh, Jirmie," Those
ww&t and the agony of the volce have rung ia my ears throughout all the years that
hn;e interveneds It was always difficult for mother to speak about Jimie,.she
fe_lt his loss 80 keenly, |

A funeral service was held in Wakeenoy and then we took the casket out toc the
cenetery and it hs lowered intb the grounde I cannot describe my own feelings as
I saw 1t being lowered and realized that the body of my little brother was down
there in the celd sarth, and all covered over with mare earth,

My brother Thomas Arthur, was born on the hcmestead on Marsh 23, 1881. ile
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died in Wakeeney on Septembor 23, 1883,

I loved Tommy very dearly, and much of my spare tims was spsnt with rime Free
quently I would stay at home and play with him in preferemoe to going out in the eve- A
nings to parties, Le was ® beautiful child, with dark halr end large, black eyes,

Tomny was lald to rest alongside of his little bréthcr Jimmie, in the cenotery
Just outside of Wakeeneye .

In the year 1927 Leols and Allan made & trip to Houghton, Eichiﬁm, to visit
with Leola's uncle and aunt who lived thers -- The Hoopers. From all that I have
beer told about them, these two péopla muat have been very fime folks.

On their return journey Leola and Allan stopped in ¥Wakeensy to visit with my
cmmin Xildred, wife of Frank B. Walker, and with others of the Walker famlly who
lived in or hear VWakeeney. They were royally recesived and had a fine vizit., While
out at the farm of Ralph Walker, where they spent & couple of days, Allan went out
‘to the chicken yard to get some egzs. Soon he oame back on the run and told Krae
Walker that he had found a hen that had laid twelve egzs in one dayl Feedless to
add, he had found a hen setting on a dozen eggs, and theught she had Just lald them,
Good thing the New Deal was not in existence at that time; they would certainly have

“done something about any hen that would lay & dozen eggs in one daye

While in Wakeeney Leocla did one of the finest things that any wife ever dit.! for
her husband. She bought some nive flowers and went out te the cemetery mnd placed
the flowers on the graves of Jimmis and Tomay. And I am sure that she shed soms
tears of sympathy for those to whom these two 1ittle lads head been so dexr, fihen
Leola t0ld me about this it just about broke ms all up, but at the sams tine 1t made
me very, very happy to have a wife who would be 5o kind and thoughtful, Some day I

hope that I, toe, may zo to those two little graves and lay some flewers on them,

in memory of the happy days that I had so long age with my two brothers,
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And now 1 want to digress a littls, and make mention of a family whose members

have meant a great deal to me for the past thirty-six years.
THE RICHAKDS FARILY

I became acquainted with the Kiohards Tamily in Douglas, Alaske, after I bezan

to kesp company with the young lady who later became ry wife,  ¥rs. Rlchards had .. . . .

formerly been the wife of William Warren, and to them were born twe children -- a
daughter, Leola, and a son, Irvin., ¥r. Warrem worked in & mine nanf Park City,
Utah, and met his death by acoldentally falllng down the mine shaft, GSome years
later ¥rs, Warren marriod ¥r., John Eichards, Soms time after that, I am glad to
say, they went to Junemu, Alaska, and later ts Louglag. MNr, Richards was also a
miner., To ¥r, and ¥rs. Eichards were born three children: a daughter, Enid, and
two sons, John Almond and Francis.
| _ Ers. Richards was a most kindly, lovely little woman, English—bqﬁz and of a

high type of characters I shall never forget the day I toldm_her I was in love
with her daughter Leola and that I wanted Leola to bscome xy wife, aﬁd asked the
consent of Ers. Kichkards, She was very nice about it, and gave her comsent, but
when 1 saw the tears in her eyes as she locked at me I felt ﬁ'ut ashamed of nmy=
self, But I have never been sorry since that day.

¥rs., Hichards was very fond of Warren and Allan, as doting grandmothers are
wont to b§, and they were both very fond of her, &he was always very kind toward
me and seemed to think I was quite & guye This pleased me greatly, of course,

After Warren was bern, knid used to come to our house often and she took
charge of Warren and vas very happy in looking after him, ithen the time came for
hiz afternocon nép she would take hir in her arms, it in & rocking ohsir, and
roeck him to and fro and sing a little ditty of her own making:

"So to sleep, you little chap,
0o to =2leep and have a nape.

Do not fear or ahed a tear,
FPor your auntie's sitting near,”
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Enid was quite as fond of Allan, I think, as of Warren, and that fondness has con-
timed throughout the yearsy and it is needless to aay that both boys think their aunt
Enid is "tops.” And she is, Ko sister-in-law could be more kind to s brother-in-law
than Enidlms been to me,

The son Francis was a fine little chap, I remezber how he used to delight to come
to the archway between the sitting room and the dining réom of the Richards ixomp on
evenings when I was there calling on his slster Leola. Ke would pull the portiera apart,
put his head through the opening, and say, with & roguish grim: "Helle, Shorty,” and
then run away. Le thought this was great fum, and so did I. The poor little fellow
sickened and died, scme years later, and was buried in the cemetery just north of Doug-
las, Alasks.

| Leola's brother Irvin was a good fellow, und he certainly saved my reputation, as
I have already related, when he let me knox of the mistake I had =ade when -I handed out
soms monsy to the leader of the Douglas Band when they serenacded Leola™snd me on the
evening .of our weddinge If he had never done anytbing else for mo I would still be ine
debted to him for that one thing.

Irvin zuz"'riod a lovely young lady and they lived happily for several years, and
then she sickemed and passed swaye OShe wms laid to rest in the Forest Lawn Yemorialo
Park Cemetery in Glsndale, California. ’

Yrs, Kichkards passed away in the year llgg; in Glendals, Califormia, &ho was laid
to rest in the iasonio plot in the Forest Lavm ltemarial-Park Cemetery, This 1s one of
the most beautiful cemsteries in the worlde The funersl services for lirs, zichards
were held in the Little Church of the Flowers.

¥r. Kichards was a very fine man, snd always most friendly and kind to mo. I was
very fond of him, IHe passed away rather suddenly some yoars ago and was burled in

the kasonle plot of the csmetery in Junsau, Alaska,

The son Alwmond wae a very active young fellow, a fine student in school, but eo

full of mischief that he was often in trouble with his teachers becauss of his pranks.
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He alwanys got high credits in his studies, in spite of his antios. He becams a nining
oixginebj', and a mighty good omey Iie married a young lady in Kimberly, del,. quite

& number of years ago, and she has been a fine wife to him, always ready to vote yes

on- anything that he plumsd to doy A fine trait in any viu, 1f you uk m.

Both Almcnd n.nd his rood wiro Rina have in late years dome many things t‘or
Leola and me which have increased rmy regard for thenm and mda me nmost grateful to
them,

Enld marrled Xr. Frank R. Leliclr in 1315 or 1916, I think it was. The ceremony
tock placs in the home of her parents, who were them living in Treadwsll, Alaska,
Lsola, Warren end I attended fho wedding, and Warren acted as the pillow-bearer for
the bridal paire They have one son, Frank H., mier,

SOME INTERESTING JAMILY SII‘:ELIGBS

~ Leola's eister Enid was one of the ﬂmrlgir:is at our wedding, Quite a xmmber
of years llter our son Farren was the pillm-bemr et Enid's wedding. And many
years hter, 1n Les nngele:. our son Allan was the best man for his cousin, Frank
H. Lelioir, Jr., who mrriad Kiss Eva Fill, a very fine young lady, And in December,
193q, ht‘ Kimberly, Nevada, en the eoquion of the marrisge of ocur son Allan to Xiss
Blias Morley, alhn'; bpst man was his uncle John Almond Richards, &nd‘ the ceremony
took place in the _Richarda home in Kimberlye Allan married a lovely girl, of ‘whom
Leola and I are very fond, She certainly is in love with her husband,

Another interesting little sidelight is this: When Richard and Robert, the
two sons of Wiarren snd his wife Pat, were christensd, Allan was their godfather and

Pat's gister, Miss Elsanor Boyle, was the godnothér.




i
36

": - .C‘E.:‘;‘. A

(141)

WO SOKS

Qur first son was born on the morning of Lay 12, 1905, in our home in Treadwell,
Alaska, Dootor I. I. Moore, our family physiclan, attended, Leolx and I were a pair
of very happy pareutss We named the young ehap Willlam (my first name) Farren (Leole's
majiden name) but we have always called him Warren. I might add that he has not ale
ways come when he was called by the name fiarren or any other, but that iz a trait con-
mon to all boys; it was even one of mine. Warren grew apace (whatever that means) and
became better looking with the passing days.

‘f{hon Warren was & year old Leola arranzed a birthday party for him, and invited
in a dozen or more of year-old youngsters from Trexdwell and Couglas. I believe two
were invited from Juneau, also, but they could not attend the party. They were iade-
1ine Valsntine and Lester Pettit. The mothers came with their year-olds, of course,
and after it was all over the mothers reported having had a wonderful tims -~ but I
d1d not hear a word from any of the youngsters as to what they thought of the affeir;
they just "didn't say nothin'." |

HWarren was four years old when we moved from Treadwell te Cordova, In Gordova
we had among our mighboft the family of ¥r. J. k. Vadk Cleve, who was the maater me-
Shanio for tho. railroad companye..Ee had & charming wife and two lovely dauplters and
one scne The son wms about Warren's age, the girls a little older, OCne daj Leoln
sent Uarren over to ¥rs. Van Cleve's to borrow soms cream for making cookles, Varren
went to the door and when lre. Van Cleve opened it he said: "Krs. Van Ireve, my muv-
ver wants a tup of tremm to make some toctles wif," lrs. Uan Cleve laughed and gave
Wurz;en the cream, and then teslephoned to Lecla and told her what Warren had sald, and
they had a good laugh over it, Ve have often repeated that remark of Warren's for his
benefit,

One day Johm and Margaret Van Cleve both made a rush for the bathroen, Margaret

got thers first, turned to Jolm and in a crandiose marmer said: “Ladies first, always,
John,” and went in and shut the door with a bangl Whereat John learned that it is not




only on the zea that the rule of "ladies first" pravails,

Ome rather cold winter day Warren went to Sunday School. He had learnsd the golden
taxt,Awhich wags Eany arc called, ‘put few are chosens,. When the time came for him to
_.repeat the text he evidently got the weather a bit mixed with the text, for he said:. - - -
¥any are cold, but few are frozen, |

After we med.to Jineau ;‘rm Cordova in the winter of _1910. Warren started to
achoo];.- His first teacher was a iiss Taylor, a very fine young lady, who almost fell
in love with Warren, and he reciprocated the fesling., - She had to be om her guard all
the time so that the othsr childrem would not become jealous of Yiarresn, Long years
afterwards Lecla met iiss Tayler (who, however, was by that time married andliving
in Glendale, California), and they got to talking about Warrean, and the t‘orxﬁor Misa
Taylor sald:i. "Oh, thoss eyes of Warrens, I just loved to look into thm. Tell,
from observatlon over the years I bclieve there were other young ladiu who felt the
same way about thoss eyes,

While living im Jumeau, Warrem's grandmother Riohards gave him & baseball suit snd
cap, and waz he proufdl He put om the sult and cap at oncs, went out to play ball, and
& littls later caume into the house with quite & lump on his forehead, Asked whet kad
happened, he told his mother that, having no baseball, he and ancther boy had been using
& rock for a ball, and he had gotten in the way of the rock when the other boy battsd
it to him, Iis znoth.er cautioned him to be more careful, to which he replisd:” Vviell, =
gy has to get mt once in a while, when he plaps ball." '

Une Sunday afterncon Warren and I went out for a walk, For a time I hald his hand
in my omm as we walked side Ly slide, but finally he pulled away from me and ran on
ahead, getting farther and farther from me, Then all cof a sudden he spied a big dog
coming his way, and he immediately slowed dowm and waited for me to overtake him, Then
he reached up and took hold of my hand and we walked on tegethar until we had paased the

doge Once again he slipped loose from mﬁ grasp and ran on ahead, I thought, how like
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older humans he is, feeling very safe and self-guf ficient when no danger threatens,

but when danger seems near he wants to take hold of a big hand sc that he may feel

safe, Only trouble 1a that we older bmnzuu 80 often fall to reach out for thre Hand
that wo.uld help us, and we try tg struggle on alone,

#We left Junesau in 1918 - I on May first, and leola and the two boys in late
June -~ and went to Tacomm, At the end of kay I woant to work in the timekeeping
office of the Tacoma Shipbuilding Company where I remaimed umtil July 15th, and then
entored the office of ¥r, H. F. Alexander, who was then president of the Fecifie
Steamship Company, and I have been with him ever since,

Whils in To.cc;\na Warren attended the Stadium High Sohool, and in time he became
quite intereated in Miss Eligabeth Ann Boyle, a classmate, Both Warren and Kiss
Boyle graduated from hig& school in 1924, and in the fall of that year they both
went to Washingtom State College, at Pullman, whepe their friendsrip continned and
finally resulted in their mrrisge on Ootober 18, 1927, in Moscow, Idsho, near Pull-
mane They irmediately left college and started for Los Angsles, whers Xrs. Royle
was then quits 111, Thsy visited us in Seattle for a short time before sailing for
Los Angeles, Leels and I felt very badly to think that Warren had not finished his
collegs course, It had been om: great ambition to have both of our sons graduate
from a college or university, a privilege which neither of us had enjoyed.

In -duo time a son was born to Yarren and "Pat™ as she was called, and I becarme
a grandfather, and, of course, Leola bscame a grandmother, e were both very proud
of cur new distinction, And when, later om, another som came to keep company with
the first one, Lecla and I were really grandparents, indeed, Of oourse we realized
that the ysars were passing by, but we were very proud of cur two fine grandscns,
They are now wenderful young lads, goodlooking, upstsnding and 1;1t0111gant, and both

doing well in school,
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Our son Allan was born in Juneau, Alaska, on the morning of February 5, 1916,
one of the coldest, most stormy winter days I sver saw in Alaska, e wanted to name

him after my father, Thomas Andedw, but we did not like the name Andrew. S0 we fine

~ally just picked the name Allan "out of the air” and named him Thomas Allan. e have

always called him Allan instead of Thomss,

Allan was a little mors than two years old when I left Junesau lor Tacoma cn Vay
first, 1918, Lleola and the two boys left Jumeau in lats June. I mat them at the
steamer dock in Seattle and took them te Tacomm on tle interurbsn, Allan 2id rot know
me, and refused to leave his mother and coms to me, which certainly surprised and dise-
appointed mee However it wmas not long until I was in good standing again with him,

Allan%s irst schoeling was in Tucorm at the Bryant prade school, a few blooks

" from where we were then livinge IR fu-usi, 1924, we moved to Seattle, anéd reiided

a2t 1619 Z2nd Avenue, illen Lher zttended the Ladrons ‘Grs.ée Sshool and later the Gmre
field Ligk Lchool, frcm wucx he gracuated in June of 1934, taking hia exaninations
ahead of time so that he could leave early in June for Rimberly, hevada, witk his
uncle and =unt, ir. and krs. John Almond licterds. Lr. kichards was superintandent
of the Codzolidated Coppermines Corporation, wh?c-h was operating & large copper prope
perty at Eimberly. Allan went to work in the mine and remsined there until shortly
before C.ristm&s, when he raturned Lome,

In late June of 1935' I received instructions from ir, Alexander to clore the
Gcesttle cff'ice and move tc Lo Angzeles, which I did, leaving Seatile on vuly 16tk
ané wrriving in Los Angeles (“ilmington harbor) on the 19the Leola and Allan re-
mained in Leattle for the time Leinge Soon after my arrival in Bos inpeler T ar-
reanred for Allan to enter the Los Angeles Junior Collere, and he came dowsn from weste
tle ir early laptembsr and sniered that college. He completed tws years of chucy
and rradusted, Leola came to Los Anzeles in late l-ptember and Joined Allsn and me,

In .ctoter, 1916, my fatier made & trip to Junemu tc visit us, his particular
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purpose being to see his grancson, Allan, Father arrived in Juneap in the eveninge
It happened tret Leola snd I had teken our two boys and gone over to the Fettits to
gpenc the evenings [uring the evening Allan went te sleep, and so we deciced it
would bs best to have hig bupzy to take him home in, rather than te earry hirm. So

I went home to get the buggys. 48 I went up the steps to the front poreh I suw a
pan standing in the shadows near the doore I went up on the porch and sald to the
man: "i‘ho are you and what do you wanmt?"  The man turned and looked at ne, and
with a laugh s=id: "Hellq, Wi1l, how are youl" An& there stiood my fatler, wﬂom I
hac not seen for a number of yearse I took him into the house, and then telaphoneé
to Leols and told her father had just arrived, She would not telieve me, 8o I had
to get him to take the phome and talk to her. Then I weni over to the Pettlds and
Leols and I and the two boys hurried back home, Father visited us for s few days,
ané then returned to Tacomae Thet wms the lsst time that he saw Leola, arren and
Allan.

Leols says she will never forget the final wave of farevell which faiher tave

as he turned the corner of the street below our house, on his way to the stcarer,

I knowx he had & heavy heart as he waved goodbye, no coubt feeling that it was very

likely a final partinge

(34

As I look back over the vesrs I raalize that I was not nearly the pal that I

mirkt have been to my two sonse. This wms due in part, 1 think, to the diffarence
in our ares, also to & se=lfish ldking on 1y part to be lazy after olfice hours, anc
algo to the fact that my lame ankle prevented me from doing very ruch waliinge I
fee) thrat [ nissed 2 great deal because of this, and that the two Loys did not {ind
their father just the sort of dad he might have heen, This is particularly true
with regard to sillane.

I alsc feel and koo, now tlat I have had time to review the years, that I wue

altogethsr too much interested in mapping out the livee of the two ioys, even in

spell matters, rsther than letting them work out thelr own livese, I was sc very



anxious tiat tier should be Just lie ri it sort of 1&#35, Lonost, olean in mind ané
body; and strajghtlorward and upstencing, tﬁat 1 d4id altogether too rnuel. "bossing”
in regard to metters that I shoild have kept gquiet sbout, This raised a sort of bhar-
rler between Allan and me, in particulaf, wizieh I sn sure caured both of us to miss

© - @ great deal of happiness that otherwise would have been ourse. A fond father hag a -
toug: time trying to decide just what he ahould do and what he should not do, and.
A young son certainly hes an equally tough time irying to live his own 1life, -

I hope that as the years roll by my two fine sons will be able to forget those
things whicl. were unpleasant, and remember enly those things which will bring please
ure with the memories of them,

And I hope tiat my sons will be more kindly in their dealings with their ohil-
dren anc take a muoh greater part in their young lives and be pals with them in far
greater desree than I was able to d§ ith my two young sons, I am sure that they
will do .tris, and I know thaf they and their children will ;njoy a vast ceal of heppim
ness in that way,

¥arren has two fins young sons, Hichard and Xobert, Good looking, keen of mind,
very polite and manly young fellows, these sons are great pals with Varren snd are
| égurce of prest happinéaa to thelr mother and father, Leola and I love our two
grandsons dearly.

A TEIRE GRARDSOR IS BOEN .

On tarch 16, 1941 a son was torn to Allan and kis wife, Elizs, They have both
written telling us that thelr son i1s the most wonderful bhaby in the world, and we
have no doubt that is true, leola anc I are so very anxioua to see this new zrandson
whom we love most cearly, Three prandsons} lLow very wonderfule And now another
record has been made in the "Births” record of the olc family bitle mzntioped on

pare 151,5}»££°$° Yewories:

NEERES et
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At Lly, Nevada, Nerch 16, 1941 (8130 pema)
Xoward Allan Shorthil}l
son of
Thomas Allan and Blias Shorthill
of Kimberly, Nevade,

A DAUGHTER

On Cotober 10, 1910, in Cordova, Alaska, a lovely little pirl came to the threshe
hold of life in oﬁr home, but the angels called her back and shs was net perrmittad to
stay with us, 0hile fully formed she was, for some unknown reason, born dead, This
almost broke Leola's heart and mine, and even after more than thirty years we can
hardly talk adoul its It has been the greatest sorrow of our lives,

The little girl was the loveliest child I have ever seen, GShe had an almost pere
fectly formed body, thiek, black hair, bleck eyes, and a beautiful face, '“hen Ir.
tmith took her away I kissed her once for Leole, once for Varren and once for ryself,
then with & breakin; heart aqrrendcred the dear little body to the doctor,

Gur lives would have been so very different with a daughter in the home, and a
sister would have meant so much to Warren and Allen, F¥hat a happy trio they would
have been snd how happy Leola and I would have been as we watched then growing up
togsther, ' )

I have often felt very envious of parents who have a daughter, but as the years
have come and gopes and 1 have seen zome young pirls come to grief and a sad end, I
have at times felt almost thankful that Leola and I have not had to go through some
of the experiences that other parents have had to undergo, As I have seen some young
girls drinkinqrat bars and staggering around with their escopts, almost too drunk to
know what trey were doing, I have thanked God thut ne daughter of ours could ever

come to such a saé place in life, There are same trings far worse than death,
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A JILIT Frud ALLAL, pLIBS ALY Re IR

" hen ;;m:i'ca (short for hovard) was not quite a year old, bhliss brought him to
Los ~ngeles for a visit with use Later Allan drove over from Limberly anc joinec .
us, aud we all had a wonderful visit, #hile hore, Howie took his first steps, and
by the time he had to return home, he could cross the room without diffioculty.

“wo @;reaftly enjoyed our 728t with Allun, 0liss and Lowie, and were indeed
sorry whean we had to bid them goodbye, @e have not seon them since that time,
but have talked with.,‘lla.t-x two or three times over the televhone. It was so good
to héar his volce, whigh sounded quite as of olde

S5ince their visit to us, their ligtle daughter, Loretta amn, has joined them,
and now we are doubly snxious to ses tiwe whole familye If only we could fly witk

our thoughts, how frequently we would be in Kimberly.

é | A5 A VILIT PLG WAkkEW, PAT AR LICLALD

| In July, 1943, hkichard came f{rom Ei»alt Lake ity for a visit x:it),.ua and with
Fat's parents, kr. and irs. boyLe. Later on, id—éugust, ‘urren ané Fat came and
viaited with us and with the boyl;as for a :week; and -what a wonderful xmel:'that was) .
%‘-:e. had such a wenderful tims that it seemed a shame vwe had to take time out for

work ané sleepe arren and I had one whole day together, with hichard sitting in

e R L i

on the side line, and it .was one of the most deliphtful days I bave ever knosm.

< Skt

All too soon wo had to bid “arren and Pat goodbys, and a fow days laler we

Titors

suid poodbye to i:icisrds And then, once more, we wore lcft with our memories of

the wonderful time vie hud enjoyed, If only we could {1y with our thoughts, Low

P S TR UTL

often we would Le in Kimberly, and from there e would fly to Salt Luke City, o
do often take such trips through iancy's delightful realm, and it is a pleesure

to picture in our minds wist such visits A'\=:ould be like coulé we really tske themn,
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A GRANDDAUGHETER

(n February 20, 1943, Leola and I wers made supremely Mpﬁ,r by the news that

a granddeughter had been borm. On that day Warren arrived in Ely, Mevada, to
spend the weekend with Allen and his farily, On arrival, %arren was informed
that a daughter had been born to Allan's wife, Blial_, that day, Viarren was greatly
plensed to think that a 1ittle niece had hoen presented to him on the occasion
of his first visit to Ely, WVarren and Allan called us up on long distance tslee
phone. My hard luck was to be on my day domntown when the oall came through, But
Leola took the call and talked with Allan and with Warren. I got the news seconde
hand upon &y return home about an hour laters Isola and I were 8o happy over thas
news that we just about walked on air. This little girl was the first to arrive
in the Shorthill tribs sinoe the birsh of my sister in 1865, So it was really an
event,

fiarren told Leolt.l that the little rirl was very pretty, hed blue syes,
brown' hair, the cutest little nose, and dimpless Allen said she had the cutest
little dimples ever and was perfectly lovely, They named her loretta Ann, A
" nice name for a darling little girl, )

S0 now another entry has been made in the old Family Bible which my lother
;j;awe to my father 'way back in 1872, The entry readss

BIKTHS

Kimber, - ’ .
At %:"}-:evada, February 20, 1943, Loretta Ann Shorthill, daughter s

of Thomas Allan and Hliss Shorthill of Kimberly, Nevada,
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ALLAR*S GIFT OF A CORSAGE TO A LOVELY LADY

In Tacoma tl;:era lived a lovely4 01d 1ady by the name of krs, Wheeler., She was some
eighty .yea.rs of age, and one of the sweetsst souls ons could wish to know, Gthe was a
member of the First Methodist churech, where we bealonged, and she became éuii;o. fond of
Allan, who was then some six or sevem yeers of age, and he was very fond of her,

¥rs, L. B. Kinéwgave a birthday party for Hrs. {iheeler, and when Allan learn:ladA of .
this he sent lirs. ithealer & nlce corsage to wear *l;.o the partye Kras. iheeler put the
corssge in the ice box to keep it until time to go to the party, and then forgoet to
wear it, Two or three days later, on a Sundny morning, Xra, Whseler cmms to Sunday -
school, ns usual, and after ths lesscns were finished the superintendent expressed to
her the congr-tuletiens of the echool cn kher recent birthday anniversary, and asked
her to review the iegsan. l}ﬂrs. Vhealsr thanked evefyone and then, point.ing to the
corsage, whlch by th;.t timo was swt wilted, &he seid: "I suppose you ars wénéer-
ing why 1 am wearing-this wilted corsages ﬁél}., I will tell you, It was sent "t;o me
by my dear 1ittle friend Allen Shorthill, for my birthday party, but ]: forgot to wear
it to the p&.!‘fay. S50 I just hod to wear it today, sven though it 1s a bit wilted,

beoause it was ®o nice of Allan to send it to me axd bocause I love him so much,™

o Vi AL A Y IR e o TR
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_ LEOLAs DEVOTED WIFE AND NOTHER

How shall I say all the things that are in my heart to tell of the ane‘who.thrbugh
80 many years has besen as loving and devoted a wife ug any man ever hed? Can an artlst
paint the rainbow? No, nor can anyone roally describe it in all its bsauty, And so
it is with the dear woman who has bson my constant companion and helpmeet for more
than thirti-six yoarse She has aluays been sweet and loving, thoughtful and oonsid-
erate, sven when I have beoen anything but agresable, 1 sometimes wonder how sho has
had the courage to pat up with all that she has had to go through in the years since
we wers married, Certainly it has not beea an entirely pleasant life fer her, But
through it all she has comtinued to smile, to help in a thousand ways, and to lend
her encouragement in every possible way, I have'learned to depend upom her far more
than she roalizes, I am sure, | :

Always loving and devot;é, she has thouzht of hersell last and of her husband and
sons first, There must be a special haavaﬁ prepared for such as she, for no ordinary
hoaven would suffice. No one but Ged and a mother can know just what she has to go
through as & wife and mother, and I an sure that there i3 no ord;nnry nlche set aslde
for Leola in that great Tomorrow toward which we aro all wending our waysa

I have often heen zelfish, and the boys havs often been careless and thoughtless,
but through it all thed evotion and love of the wife and mother have shone like the
brightest of stars. She has made all three of us supremsly happy because of her

unfeiling love and caree She is our queen}
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RECOEDS FXOM OLD FAILY BIRLES

I have an old family bibdble which originally belonged to grandther Jameas Shorthill

and his wife Elizsheth, They passed the bible on to father, and mother kept 1t after

he paaaed avmy and up until the time of her death, and I have had it since that time,
In septamber. 1940, I toek thh hible to sevqral old-book storss in Los Angeles
and they laoked st 1t and ﬁﬂ.id it was probably published about the year 1822, The
t*t}.e page 1a missing trom tha vibls, so thers is no date imprint on it, |
Tmmediately following the last page of the Old Testamant in this bible there are
two shests {four pages) each headed "Family Record,” The several reoords shown on the
four pages are herewlih qwtd as follews:
| | | (First page)
MARRIAGES
ar"ied on Thursda;, September 23, 1830, by the Reverend ¥r, Allin,
_ ‘ James Shorthill to ¥iss Elizabeth Beohtel, =
" both of Torbdit ?awmhip, mfﬁin C'ounty, Phe
" (Second po.ge) -
BIRTHS

¥ary Anne Shorthill
- was borh Sept. Sth, 1831,

Elvira Japle Shorthill
was born October the 19th, 1833,

Pamar Rebecea Shorthill
#as born August Tth, A, I'. 1836,

Stuart Law Shorthill
was born Jume 1lth, A, D, 1840,

Thomas Andrew Shorthill
was born Kpril 30th, A D. 1843,

Zeturah Uraham Shorthill
wes born Nov. 29th, A. T, 1844,

ot
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(Third page)

" BIRTHS
EAT S W"‘r

James bhorthill, born in the Town of ?iﬂr'borr-—m, Tyrona Co., Irsland,
Gotober 2lst, 1806, -
H70¢

- .
~ Elizabeth Sherthill born in the Cownty of ¥ifflin, Pt.. April zsth, 1808,

Benhtcl. and mrrisd Jaxmos Shorthill on Eeptambor 33, 11830. &n the .
Marriages record on the first pags quoted, on page 143 hereof). '

Mary Anne Shorthill bora in Mifflin Co., Pemnsylvantia, Septenter St 1831,

Elvirah -Jo Shorthill, bora in Hifflin Co., Pennsylvanis, Oo‘bobcr l'ﬂzh -1838,

(Komn The record of Biﬂh& on page two, quoted on paze 148 hereof, shows )
- the dai:a of dirth of Elvirn Jam Shorthill as October 19th, 1833)

. Tamar R. Shorthill. hom in Mfﬂfm Coe, Ponnlylvann, Imguat 7th, 1836.

 Stuart L. uhorthill. born Juns 1lth, 1840, in the County Willlams, State of
" Ohloe : ' -

Thomas A. Shorthill borh April 30th, 1845, in Bryan, Williams-Co., Ohio.
Katurl* {z. Shorthill born ﬁavembcr 29?;11, 184;8, in I.afaye‘bte, -‘illlam Ca., Criov.
(ROTEE It will be ssen tha.t the birth records of the children of James and

Elizabetk Shorthill, as shown on the sesond page of the above-guoted record,
ars duplicated on the thlrd page, the latter showing not only the names and
dates of birth but alse the place of birih in eack instance,

{Fourth page)
DEATES
Departed this 1life August 23, 1850, Mary Ann Bach, aged 18 ysars, 11 months,
' and 17 days,.
(This was evidently Mary Amne Shorthill, named in the record of Births)

¥rse Elizabsth Shorthill, wife of Jamss Shorthill, died September 27th, 1873,
in Pulaski, ¥ms, Co.. Obio, aged 65 years, 5 months and 4 days,

James Shorthill died at Pulaski, Chio, Februsry the 28th, 1880, agped ?3 years,
4 months and 27 da.ys.

Elvira J. Kelly died Jan, 28th, 1911, aged 78 years, 3 months, © days.

Keturah Gleason died Wov. 27th, 1500, aged 54 years,
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The following records of marriages, births and denths are taken from the family
‘bible which my mother gave to father on his birthday ammiversary on April 30, 1872,
and whioh bible remained in their possession throughout the years, After father's
desth mother kept the bible, and upon her Besdh I took the bible and now have it,

Immediately following the Apoeryphs in the Bible are pages containing records
of marriages, births sand deaths, whieh I here guote as follows: ' :

(rage one)
. — mm - - - - e - - - - . -

Reckford, I1l., Octe 24th, 1868, by the Rev, T. C. Clendemning,
Vr. Thomas Andrew Shorthill and Miss Sarah Elizebeth Werner,
o S both of Rockforde

- - Tacema, Wash., Oot. 30, 1894, by (Rev.) Joseph P. Marlstt,
Lloyd A, Harrison and Elizabeth J. Shorthille

Douglas, Alaska, Apre 6th, 1904, William W. Shorthill and
Teola Jsresa Viarrem, Reve. W, Coyle, officiating clergymane, .

- THERESA , | _
¥oscow, Idsho, Oct. 18, 1827, :
¥111iem Warren Shorthill and Elizabsth Agn Beyle (of Tacema, Weshe)

- By ¥inister of Episcopal Church, _

it Kimberly, Kevada, Decs 23, 1939, at the residence of lr,. and Yirs.
John Almond Richsrds, S )
Thamps Allan Shorthill and Bliss Morley, . _ o L mal
Pishop Udell Call officiatings . ., oo cockmeel </7FT T
/4 - - :

{Pages two and three)
BIKTHES

At Brya:_i; Wmse Co., Ohio,
April 30th, 1843,
Themas Andrew Shorthille

At Roekford, Wizmebago Co., 1llinois,
Feb, 26th, 1847,
Sarah Elizabsth Werner,

At Roekford, Ill., Cot. &th, 1870,
®illiam Werner Shorthill, sonm of
T. A. and Sarah 3. Shorthill.

At Pulsski, ¥ms. Co., Ohlo,

May 20th, 1875,

Elizabeth Jans Skarthill,
dsughter of Thos, 4. and

Sarah E. Shorthill.
Died Frb 51949 7EXpS
At Pulaski, Wms, Co., Chio,
Necember 12th, 1877,

Jemes Vinoent Sherthill, son of
Those Ae and Serah E. Shorthilly

s
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(Pages two and three, continued)
BIRTES

At WaXeeney, Trego Co., Kansas
March 23d, 1381, Thomms Arthur Shorthill,
son of Thos. 4, and Sarah B. Sherthill.

b e . .. . .. . _ hay12, 1906, Treadwell, Alasia, P werd Qe M
: Willien Warren Shorthill, som of " g gy,
' . Wm, W. and Leola T, Shorthill, ' Vic
: Giri, 08T70, /976 Cokd DFAD &by )
Pebruary §, 1916, Juneau, Alaska, /WQ;Z’ZZ Liaesr

S ) ~ Themas Allan Shorthill, son of U
- ¥me W. and Lools T. Shorthill, Fob- 20, (777 e
' o N , (Page four)

DRATHS

At VWaKeeney, Irego Co., Ransas,.
dage. 34, 1879, ‘

Jameg Vincent Shorthill,

age}’ 19 months and 22 dayse

At Wakeoney, Kansas,
. Sept, 29th, 1883, -
' Thomas Arthur Shorthlll, '
" sged two years,’ 2ix months
and alx dayse

Phomas Andrew Shorthill,
at Tacoma, #ashington,
- Xay 26th, 1918 (4100 e*clock A. K.)
S " Agegly 75 yoars and 25 days. :
Buried in G. A. R. Plot, 4 A —
Oakwood Cemoterye :

Sarah Blizabeth Shorthill
Widow .of Themns Andrew,

at Tacoma, Washington,

¥ay 11th, 1928 (2:00 A. ¥e)
Aged 81 years, 2 mos. 13 days.
. Puried in G. A. R. Plat,
Qakwood Cemetorye
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