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FOR.t!s~:ORD

In the summer of 1972 a mystery that had been plaguing the
librarian of the Alaska state Historical Library and the staff of
the Superintendent's office of the Greater Juneau Borough Schools
was solved. An unpublished HI~TORY OF THE JUNEAU PUBbIO SCHOOLS
wri tten by orme r Juperintendent A. B. Phillips came to light
when his widow', l'1yrtle,herself a former local teacher, mailed the
manuscript to Si.mand Hazel ~/IacKinnon. ince the l1acKinnon's are
local history buffs with an extensive collection of rare books and
undoubtedly one of the finest aggregations of early day photography
in the area, ~trs. Phillips couldn't have made a better choice of
recipients.

In the meantime, with the help of many this HISTO~Y OF THE
SCHOOLS IN THE GASTIt~U CHANNEL AREA has been expanded to include
all the schools, public, parochial, and private, and if any helper's
name has been omitted from the acknowledgments, it has not been
intentional.

It has been a fun project and the four copies will be distribu-
ted to the Alaska State Historical Library, the Superintendent's
office, the Juneau I1emorial Library, and the Historical Library of
the University of Alaska, in the hope that at least a, few will enjoy
browsing through them.

~~~~
Imrjorie Tillotson

June 28, 1973
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SECTION I

JtJ1IJTJ:AUCITY SChOOL,:)

1885-1945

SECTION I of JUNEAU CITY SCHOOLS 1885-1945
has largely been taken from l'~r. Phillips t

manuscript. He was Superintendent of Juneau

Public Schools from 1934 to 1947, and al.so

taught shop here in 1921-22.

'lJ'Jiscel1any" is from many sources.

Before the Terri toriaJ. Department of

Education began publishing a directory

names of teachers wer-eobtained by laboriously

browsing through old newspapers in search

of news stories and stearn.ship passenger

lists t a monument.al, task.

Hazel and Sirn 'viacKinnon,Trevor Davis, K.R.

Ferguson and perhaps many others all contribu.ted

to SECTION L.



Mr. PbU11ps' lllAnuscnpt. The Juneau PubUc Schools,

Riston m:l Sttt1stios Concerning '!'hem.

By 188) l1ttle was thought nd 1e s done about education in

Juneau.. The" we..e oldldren but. no schools. By th follow!

year there was lluch talk bout etUng schools started. On May 17.

1884 the Organic Act provided fo:r uanappropnatlon or $2.5.000

for the education of children of school age in the Ternt.ory of

.Alaska Without ref renee to ee" and on th 7th of July 1884 a

furtber appropnati011 o£ $1.50.000 wu made by the Congress 'lfor

support and eduoation of Indian children of both sexes at ind1v1d-

ual schools 1n II ka.. It In April of 1885 Sheldon Jackson was appointed

nGeneral Agent of the Terri tor;;v. t.t ~ oth r schools established by
1\MU 1

Sheldon J ck em at this" was one in Juneau.

A leg carpenter shop was rented f
2

George F. owell and

renovated tor a class. • 'lbe school opened on June 1, 1885 and

had Miss Marlon B. Murphy ot Oregonas teach r. School continued

in the log cabin school top two Y l'9. At this time it was sold
3

to verend J. P. White tor a P1"esbytel'"ianChurch. It was at this

t1me that the faMiliar log bell towel' was added. 1'be tructure

was on t.he land until recentl,. oceupied by the Jun u (Zynda) HoW

at \ll1:rd and 1-1ainstreets.

1. port of the Governor of Alaska Oetoh I' 1. 1885.
2. J. S. lI.acKinnon says the log . bin e8l'penter shop was rented from

Mr. Pryor ot the Occidental Hotel. Th Pryor residence was where
the Juneau Memor1a1t.1.bnu:'y nOW •

J. Letter ir acting secreta!'Y ot the Interior to t partm nt
of the Interior cant fl';Y1. 55th Congre s , 2nd ess:1on. Sena\t""'{""



School - Log Cabin Church
(-40 Juneau, 1 80's

Photo copied by J. S. MacKinnon

First School in J'lD'leau

Miss Marion B. Murphyof Oregonwas the first teacher in the
Juneau Public Schools. The building was the famous log cabin
carpenter ~hop rented for school purposes the years 1885-1887.

Note the absence of the familiar log bell tower, which was
added later when the structure became a Presbyterian Church.
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Photo copied by J. S. MacKinnon

Second School

This was occupied in 1887, as the first of several schools
to be built on the land selected by Dr. Sheldon Jackson on
Fifth Street between Sewardand Franklin, the location of
the present playfield of capital School.

It had two classrooms, one occupied by white and one by
native pupils, and was enlarged to four and eventually to
eight roOMS by 1902.

The attractive building was designed by Charles E. Overend
and constructed by E. B. Crawford.



Photo copied by J. S. MacKinnon

Fourth School

Tworoans were added to the school on Fifth Street in 1900
making a total of four used for white children.

In the summerof 1901 additional space in Heid's Hall was
rented to take care of increased enrollment. This structure
stood on the site of the present Shattuck Building.



Photo copied by J. S. MacKinnon

Fifth School

In the summerof 1902 the roof was removed from the old original
school and four rooms added, thuS doubling the space to eight
rooms.

By 1913 the schools were so overcrowded that: the high school
and grades 7-8 were movedto the second story of the City Hall.
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In 191:3th schools were so ove~l'OWd.edthat the bigh sohool

s i no

to th second story or tb. City
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.. .... ..
A allv 1" trophy cup IS presented to the grade school by Cryittal

Snow (Jenne) for the first t1el e t ever eld 1n Jun u (1904).

The trophy is still in the 0 sst of the high school.. .. .. .. ..
Thanksgiving 1904 saw the Ii football gam played by J un

High .school,l A. u 'l"1ght and Milton ~dM e obed the Juneau bo •

Tbet consisted of the following #

T Cole, nter
y James. Right. 'DIckIe

Albert Rap.. ght Guard
Pete 1111'. Right End
Royal Shephard, Left Guard
G or. enrH~dy. Lett Tackl
Harvie Hoff. Left End
Park • rterback
Bob Cre.gg. Bight. t
Frank Bell. Lett B&lf
lvar Langseth. Fullback
Tom Hunt 1"..' scot.

Douglas Righ ohoal as defeated b7 a core of 6 to O. Frank

Bell m de the touchdown. 1n the only g

.. . .. " ..
Crystal Snow (Jenne) as the lone graduate or th cl s of 1905

of Jun u High Sebool•

.. .. . . ..
1911-1912. Juneau H1ghSohool's first band was tart d by a

tudent. Kenneth Osborn. who had transferred here trom another

school wh rES he had. pI ~ed 1n the band. After it was tarted the

chool Board hired. a band leader. Professor Parish, to direct it.

Parish not only direoted but taught the s1:.udantsto pl Y th

various instl"'aents. The b&rUi of 1911 was e up of the toll ing

students:

1 2. Ala ka. 111'Dispatoh, 11/23/1904 and 11{25/1904
1 F



nd. contin

Com ts: Trev r· :vis. 1"V Y Y Shepal"d.
Gunnar Gustafson

Clarinets: Burdette 11nn, Al rt
ophc:me: Roland l'11nn

ritane I ' math Os m
Trombone .t Chester Tripp, Geo e son t Olarles Sabin

ss: u 1 e nay, Cedric vi
t rd eeney. 1&wrence

• .. III If ..

191""1914. Enoch Perkins, T ..oher, organized ba ket 11 teazn in this

year. Th .f':het t oonsisted of Harl$nd emer t Simp on 1'0-

Kinnon.. 8se11 Casey, A1 chal'ds.. Wilbur urtoN. Cyril Kashe-

The ·Juneau nd ,ea:L.Q&l;ion the Alaska Hotel.

as won

t Douglas High School 26 to o. The only ec peti t1 was Douga
and Juneau won it? games out of the seven played. that Y Ar.

Ii e :Soon <:IS s st.art in Jun u h '->chool in 191'. Mis

Ina Prieat (Lhca.) as tb t ch r.

This .. year sali the $eho Ubr&1"Yopen to the public.

The JBS Student CoUll fo ed. the tollowi rules:

1. No student shall del ce r utU t school prop rty in
tm¥ til '!I.

2. Stud.ents must not e vulgar Ian ge or be uilty ot
diso arly oncluot. Ignore.nce of th rul 1s no
excuse.

.. *... iii

!i(u+t'v
In 1916 th illska .Brotherhooderecteel a l&1"gehall on the pres nt

site ot tho Alaska Offioe Building 1n which th re s. sW1llm1J'lgpool.

!'The tank 18 vh1t tiled. on the sides and a Sll1of)th f'ini h$d cant

noor. It 1s 80 x )0 fa t and ranges from 18 1nchd to ten teet in

depth. The water 1s he ted. tt



SWjlmm:i.ng pool, continued

High sChoel and pupUs were g1v two days a Week

to USe the pool ''bu.t at choo! td exp e. U

in the history or th 001.5 (1916)

night c1& e1 tcr adults. :on: )I for' nistntion

as solicited tram business and the enroUees 0 pa.1 fees.

Th classQS op ted tor tiv\ ontbs" three g ts W'eak.

t 1n1n ela SElS in Jun u t rt tOI" the fit tim. • (1916)

.. ... ... '* *
In 1917 the n school at Fifth St at hew e S ard

Franklin 0 41 It housed both e1 .,. 't'¥ and high 0 u.s" incltXling

t e ov l"tlow pI" vious1y o.coupy1ng the sec fnd floor f the City Hall.

This school buUd1ng eont1.nu6 in use tor choo! purposes untU

est.ro d 'by f'1r in 1972. In the las ot its existence

un1t College and s rilka t offices.

I
I
I

, \

I
I

! I

In 1928the first gh s hool uUdi

doors on th block ound by ard

Streets.. This S odel in 1958

anel entary ohoe (capttal) •

and 0 ad their

Ha1n be een 5th and 6th

e t1nu to used as



• seaUanl. Con~lnu.ed

Theold Fifth street E'l ent&ry School II built in 1917at

eo t of $75.000.
., " .. '"

Juneau High Gun Clu $ started in 1932 W1th officers BUl

N1kish. Dunean bertson, and oyd Hal' hall. l1r. A. • Dun was

advi ar.

* .. .. .. '"

Therst Southeast Alaska Music Featival was held in

Ketchikan i.n April 1937. Ruth C ttin Allnlan wa adna r and

p oter,

• ,.. III '" '"

June u ig Sehool 's first Alaska. History course was taught

in 1939with 11". • 5. Dunh as teacher.

Ed mi ek was in Jun u Schools from the s eend grade until

his graduation. .8 was valedictorian of his class. Eliz beth

Mad$en was se.lutaton&n.

In 191)-14 there was 4 split shift in the sohools because

of • large regi tration.

.. ., .... *
In the days of the old one.-story. two-room s<"..hool. one

teaoher is recorded a.s t ching 84 pupils ..

lJ-A



Hendrickson a 1916 gr te o£ Juneau High School. reminisced of

Miscellany. Continued

At a ta:ry Club reception for te eh 1'8 in the 193015. ino

ea.rly days 1n the ehoel.s,

U r band alays played for tunrals, of which thf:trwere many

in tha- h yday of lode mining at Treadwell, Persaverance. Ala

Ga tlneau and Alaska Juneau. J.!y favorite funeral march WAS • Free a

a Bird' and ·WOe play it all the way to the c ataryand cit. It

ino stated. th t the jor SOUl:" of school ds in those
ther

days was a $1000 year tax on every &loon, of which JDID were

IJ-B

seventeen.

flw'hen prohibition came, II he said, "1'here Was a hue and cry

that it would force the closin of the schools. n

But it did not.
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m.~~C41t1·on could n

1" nd t

,eh powel"8d. Alukan
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b au po
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q. d .C. See C r&te 11 :t of school

be t7'om 1900 0 1945 \l.16W1:tere 1n this uacnpt.
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1m Da.Uy Dispatch, 9/17/1900



SCHoo1. D C'roRS

Ii ~ Pres1d$ftt !cretaU Treasurer

190 i H.F. bins .0. .'vI. Casey
1901 2 11 It u

1902-03 H.R. hephe1"d If II

190,-04 tl .. IUftUl«

1904-05 If .. "190,5-06 II u u

1906-0( tt If fI

1907-08 It u U

1908..09 F.tl.. et-nck <has .-Goldstein Henry Stat
1909-10 u n It ..F.. Gilao1'e
1910-U " fJ ohn Mitchell
19U-12 ff H.J. asher n

1912-1' H.T. Tripp n ell• ..
1913-14 u It It

1914-15 n w. Gas t&•191.5-16 Grovwr C. 'innS l1 "1916...17 u If ugto
1917-18 It It ,.
191 19 If ff U It

1919-20 It II It &l'" A. t&l'lto
1920-21 Dr.H.C.,DaVlgne ff u .1•• La
1921-22. 11 tI If

1922-2) L. iJ"ri.tt tt

1923-24 Gl"Oftl'" G.Winn .L. em.tt Ii.X. e1ler
1924-25 tI If n

1925-26 Il tJ

1926-27 n If 11 It

1927 Jf n II j

1928-29 n II

1929-)0 " It " If

1930-31 II n ,. s.
19:n.-32 u u it 11

19:32-)) It iV.P.SoO'tt Grover C.Winn tf

19))-J4 n n II If

1934-'5 It 12 " Phillips• ..19)5-)6 II u tf n

19)6-37 II fi U n

1937-38 It 11 n u
1~39 lJ It If It

1939-40 If n ,It fl

1940-41 n II Hermann tl

1941-42 " H II JI

1942-4, tt It It

1943-44 n th Pop joy Dr-. J~O. Rude If

1944--45 It If " "

l~



Photo copied by J. S. MacKinnon

'nta Class of 1916 on the steps of the Ci.ty Hall. The
picture was taken in 1914 after the whole high school
movedfrom the Fifth street School to make room for the
growth of the elementary school.



Photo copied by J. S. MacKinnon

CAPITAL ELEMENTARYSCHOOL

Juneau High School was housed in this building from 1928 to
1958. Speakers at its 1928 dedication were Governor George A.
Parks and l'Ia-. R • E. Robertson, President of the School Board.

At least four residences and one church had to be movedto
free the land for the new school. The John Rustgard and 1-.Jallis
George homes on Fifth Street were movedto Sixth and Seward and
became the Frances and ravis Apartments respectively. Christia.n
Scientista purchased a native Presbyterian Church and transferred
it diagonally across Fifth and Main to its present location. The
houses of Cedric Davis and Mrs. Josephine l1acPhetres on Sixth
street formerly stood on the Seward Street side of capital School
before being removedto their prevent locattions.

Cost of the land was $24,000 and the original building itself
$69,000.

In the early 1940' s two classrooms were added on the Sixth
Street side and around 1960 three more on Main Street.

The school coat of arms facing F.rfth Street is the work of
Miss Rosalind Hermes' Fifth Graders and was painted in 1971.

• ] 1,



Photo

Sixth School

A ccmbination grade and high school was built in 1917 which
was used for school purposes until it bumed in 1972.

The location was still the one selected by Dr. Sheldon
Jackson, between 5th and 6th, and Seward and Franklin
streets. This is nowthe playfield for Capital Elementary
School.

Seventh School

In 1928 the High School movedinto a new building on 5th
street between Sewardand 1"J&in.This served as a high
school mtil taken over by Capital Elementary School in
1958. The attached gymnasiumis still in use.

In the picture, the new high school is the building on the
left.



Photo J. S. McKinnon 1973

CAPITALELEMENTARYSCHOOL(the old high school) built in 1928
wi th additions in the 1940' sand 1960' s , The old Rustgard and
George Residences "Thichhad to be movedwhen the lichool was

built may be seen on the right;
the state Capitol is across the
street; and the playfield on
the site of the old Fifth street
School is in the right fore-
ground.

----
CAPITALSCHOOLis nowpainted
an attractive yellow with a bright
blue decor, and the interior has
been renovated and modernized.

Detail of the coat of arms which
was painted by Fifth Grade pupils
in 1972.



FISH CREEK SCHOOL

Property was owned by the school board. School house was built by the
residence, Ed Maki Sr, Art Nelson, Lawrence Swanson Sr, and sons Ollie Nelson,
Axel Nelson and Charles (Maki) McLeod Sr.

The School was located 3/4 tala mile south of HUT POINT at the mouth of Fish Creek.
Straight up from the Coast Guard Navigation Light 19.

I

Children of the following families who attended school there were:
Maki - Charles McLeod Sr (Maki) Violet Kudabeck ( McLeod Maki) Ed Maki
Nelson- Ollie and Axel Nelson
Swanson-Lawrence Swanson
Bukers- 5 children
Daroff- 6 children
Gatros- 4 children

Hovey Stoneman taught school throughout the 48 states and Mexico
James Ryan visited the school only once

School Board was advised of the loaction of the property in the 1950's, at this
time the building was dismatled and moved by Ed Maki to his beach fronTproperty.
Pictures of the school were donated to the Juneau-Douglas High School by Ed Maki .

•
Charles E. McLeod Sr.
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Property was owned by the school board. School house was built by the
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Swanson-Lawrence Swanson
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Hovey Stoneman taught school throughout the 48 states and Mexico
James Ryan visited the school only once

School Board was advised of the loaction of the property in the 1950's, at this
time the building was dismatled and moved by Ed Maki to his beach fronTproperty.
Pictures of the school were donated to the Juneau-Douglas High School by Ed Maki.

Charles E. McLeod Sr.
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be supported by levied 1 taxes and were no longer depend t on

eh r1t.able lnstituti0!U:'i and churche.. Tn Fed r&l GQve1"ntll&.ntcontinued

to operate school tor the :nILt1ve but th Y' we a e nte system.
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Sub tit-ute tor
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1.907-1908

190 il.9094

190,9

n, 1909

rintendent (res1g )

1910-19U6
cu er1nt ant



.. T. I timor
.ala e

55 Myrtle Parr
K_ sey

)1198 _ Cunrd.l)ghatu
58 s

S Gd.i. kef'

19l.2-19132

1914-1915$4

L. D. H:end'8:1,'Sl:.n
Btl rgaret ...aott

] ss laVina 'l11son
Mis Lorraine Andrews
Miss rtru.de E. Mallette
~ 58 Doris cGUl

1. Alaska Daily mspateh 9/17/19102. Ope cit. lo/u/l9ll
3. op.c1t. 9/7/1912
4. Alaska Daily pire 9/9/1913
5. 0 .cit. 915/1914

el"1ntendent



191.5....191.6 continu sS !beresa Couture
11 B .B1ahche X"

S5 Crystal ow
Ho al"d D. Poor
Mis rrl tt Gase

·S8 - Poole
ass I.88no Bruc.

ss Florence Ge'toh$ll
• M.. K. trubell

1916-1917 1 ~r. Hende on
s Edith lAns

14188 :Hi Y M.tchell
Miss l"g&1"'etSoott
Miss r1.Aiken
Miss Jane Brenneman
Mrs. Gertrude HellenthAll

as M1na owerby
ss Lavina. 'Ulson

He 19ned in ~ ptembep
took 5S Poole 'a plaoe

The 7-r 1917-1918 started a n iTjf era in Alaska School. ords.

TeAchers 11st.ed heM are aU tound in t.he Annual porl of the

aSion.,l' o~ Education tor Alaska 'Cl'lderthe date.. tnd1ca.tod.t

The ,"oords a" also foun in the annual report of the· "'uperint ndtmt

of .Tl1Mau Publi 500018 to the SsiOM1" ot ucation and are

on.til in the ottioe Jun u Sup-rlntendent of Schools. All

1917-1~s' •• ;1. tthewos
lti.ss Fay wenJ.(
111 s Blanohe Dyer
Hiss Evelyn ull1 van
1-1188 e wll ~r
Miss m.ett Ca.se
Miss Ruth elleen
Mias J"<>th,1 GUOJ'eSt

s Jane Brenneman
.M1ss ld.at'ie Nelson

B-8 rga..ret Scott
. ss fary saer

• Gertl"UdeHeUenthall
Mr .. V. C. Germ
1r. J. h

1. 1. Al sk;g,Mly ihpire 9/7/1915
2.. AnnUAl Repol"t. Com., of ' t10n 1917

.. 2 £.



Edpr A. !tarlton
Mr. J. E. l&n

• J. 1!i. Lana
• ss 1 de Nelson

lo11s Irene Pope
}. 8$ Clara i. Breakey
Hiss Bertha Park

8 Jessie L, n
ill. s Lucille Se:xt.on

ss Atrid tllleland
¥d.ss th L. ss
ass }{arnett 88·

ss Helen Ii: Iso
s Ella" cllt,

s ther J. Nixon
;Iiss Ethel R. Nixon!

, I 1920-1921'

, I

ss10ner of Eduea1:.ton's
fl If n

poJ"t 191.8
n 1919
n 1920" It «

Superint ndent

Superintendant
It

:earted in .cite
Resigned a.t midyear
Part t1m.e 10

.• 21



J. E. nz up rintenci .~
s. J. • Lti.n2l

Mrs. Jessie Pet r
56 Alia Mom.son

1. sa bel T. ~ Y ~
YJ:.ss ry T. Q1rnaban
ass t cdse Jackson

.H(1W'ard G. Sughes
$ 1"19 A., elson

ss Eul Clark
• ss B11"g1n1a Goff'

$$ Lumel1e Cantleld.
1 S Corie rtin
).11S8 Violette Il. Bourgett
.~ • Iv tilden

s 1< y S. 1U"Y

• J. • Lanz uperintendent
• J• .'. Lans

• ss thar1ne Connell.
• wa ughes

Mr. H. • I eenaoh
$ .Alice Morrison

Miss Ueland
l' 88 p. 4b1"aha1:ltson

• Grace shop
ss Violette Bourgett..
S !. bel Gazzolo

Miss .. Henry
Miss,f Hilda H. Kohl

sa .A1Jn.a l40aeh
• Lorsn C. lheet..

1':rs. Iva IDden
Mba M9.ry K. . mahan

?o'J'. • • eller 'upEu1.ntendnt
• Grao Vro n atshop

Miss Im.alde .Fiats
s A. K p

s s A1:t!1a 1 0
Miss J; th H. .i. uter
1-irs. Joseph1n '!'upper

• Iva Tilden
". el I. er
l-fiss 11417 • ~

'fS Hallie Eal'"t
1-fiss Els1 Luedtke
Mr. R.. rscn
~1ts ij land

1. 1.
2.J.

Report of th Commissioner of
»n «»

" n tf

u tlonl921
If 1922
" 192'

~~ 0 28



upe1":Ut dent

1

, I

1'Jl". ,". K. Keller Superint~ndent
Miss Lualda .F.lets
'h's.. Iv. . Tilden
Hlss E1 1e A.m

s Viol tte BOUl'gQtte
Miss ..Alma 1 ae

5S.l':a1Jn& ns on
1 S8 Mildred Abr. on
1 6$ FraneeB Da.ndersand

• Josephi:ne T per
').:8 • Gl'&Oe VroOll&l1 hop

l'b-. oel I. er
r. ! !'Son

!!r&. J. '. \rioods
f-fiss Ida bra

58 Lois F. Cook
S8 len Gray

r. Co"", • eller' Superintend t
Miss Louis ~

• Iva 'l'll.den
1'1iss Charlotte Hi!ton
Miss Violette Bourgette

ss Anne ohwer
S8 Hanson

Miss Die Taylor
a Mildred Abrahamson

Miss Anne • l''1atcher
Uiss ud.e yto
l'JrS.. G ee Vro n shop
14r. Uoel • Baker
Hr. R. S. arson
]. .. J.. ",I• ~/oods
1'11ss Ida Myhre
N1ss Gladys P Z
fiB Helen Gray
ass Eunic Z1m tman

ss OJ. er

i 1

port of the
"tJ

s.lona~ ot Educ:atio:
fI It

n

1924
1925
1926



11927-1928 • W. Ie.. K ner
8S Lou1 e cate

• Iva TUd n
l'ii s Mildred Abra..loua,mon

Viole-tte Bourgett
}ftss A e on er

s me II te
S 1mB. Hanson
5S Donie Ta.ylor
s 1 ry I. Ko1

Mrs. Jo epbine 'l'UPP91'
r.s9 Gra.. Vroarum iSha

ar~ Robert S. ven
s Helen E. Gray
s Arden Leer

li ss Janice Lot e
ss mrl.oe Z. e an

.Hiss Grace \Jilkes
• rry E. 'laid

h-s. J. • .vooda
11158 Theodo Bu.d.win

Mr. W.K. Keller
l.f1.Rs Gertrude Sandb
Hrs. Iva Tilden
iiss Mildred Abrahamson

JIB. S vi.oletteBourg tt
1 9 nne Rohwer

S8 Hedv1g Samuelson
1 S8 H4nson

s Donie Taylor
Miss jl::J..ma,. 0115011
.Hiss Thoopa Lee
i , JOG ph1ne Tupper

$s Ruth Cre"lfelin
• FDbe~ ~. ven
$ Ardena Leer

. ss Janice Law
triss Dorothy Chishol1l!
ire Harry ., id
ass Theodora Budw1n

s Gladys Buehler
I11ss H&len G-ray
His Dprot,by ~ sher

"31929-19JO

port of the Commissioner o£ &iucation 1927
!1 It \1 1928
u II Jt 1929

Sup rlntendent

uperinttmdent.
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School began in 1910 and continued for seven or eight years.
The first pupils were: Amelia Knudson, Dolly Knudson, Herbert
Knudson, Harry Knudson, George Knudson, Charles Skuse, George
Skuse, Marie Pelton, Edward Pelton, William Peterson.

.'

The first school ''in the valleyu was located not far fran the
airport, near the log house of the Housel family, in the
vicinity of Totell Park.

The first teacher was Miss cass. others included. Ora Kuy-
kendall, Crystal Snow (Jenne), Miss Campbell, aJl'ld Mrs. Magill.

Eleven pupils were needed to have a school. At one time it
was necessary to draft two four-year olds to make the quota;
and again a childless teacher was let go and replaced by a
California widowWith three children.

The building had. one roomwith the teacher having quarters
upstairs. It was heated by a coal er- wood stoTe and there was
no plumbing.

Information furnished by Dolly Knudson (Silva)
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Photo copied by J. S. MacKinnon

PERSEVERANCESCHOOL and its youthful teacher. Thelma.Ninnis (Ladum).
This one-roan school was operated in Gold Creek Canyonat least
from 1916 through 1919 and possibly longer. During World War I
the children had a Red Cross Qlapter and leamed to knit.

The following informaticm was supplied by Mrs. Ladum:

"I taught from 1916 through 1918. Esther Oliver Hall was the teacher
for the following year. There were 11 pupils. I lived. with a
family until my tent was finished.

''Most (l)f the time in going hometo Treadwell for the weekends
I'd go up the tram to the opening of the mine. through the mine.
down the shaft. out through ths snow sheds in Sheep Creek Basin.
dQWn another tram to the ferry at Thane.and then home. A few
times if I wanted to stay over Sunday evening. I'd catch the first
ferry to JlD'1eau.then walk up. It would be a run for the last
mile to make it by 8 :45 a.m. JI

(At the tilae of wtdch Mrs. Ladumwrites. a triangular
ferry service operated from Douglas. to Juneau. to
'l'bane.)
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Photo copied by J. S. MacKinnon

The EAGLERIVERor !MALGASCHOOL.Information furnished by Mrs.
Walter Butts (Grace Dotson). .

Mrs. Butts is not sure but thinks the scheol operated from about
1918 until 1926. It was housed in a )[ log structure on th hill
to the left of the old road leading to the scout campan '" ar from
the old turnaround. The Amalgamine was f1ve or six miles inland
and was serviced by ships putting in at Eagle R1.verLanding. A
horse drawn tram from the mine to the harbor passed near the present
Methodist Camp. The pupils were children of homesteaders and miners.
It was a seven-months school.

The teacher in the picture is Miss Cheek. other teachers included
Miss McKenna,Miss McMahon,Miss Peterson, Nadja Kashevaroff. The
pupils were Dotsons, McKennas,Stewarts, Pilkeys, and ~"allaces.



Photo copied by J. S. MacKinnon

THANESCHOOL

Two-teacher school below the present road. was in operation
by 1913 and. perhaps earlier. It closed. in the early 1930IS.

Ina Priest (Lucas), one of the early teachers lived in
Juneau with her sister and. brother-in-law and. commutedon the
ferry. Hazel Jaeger (MacKinnonltaught the primary grades in
Thane after her graduation from Mills College in 1921. She lived
in Juneau, caught the tri-city ferry at 7 :00 a.m., and. walked home
after school over the old. causeway. The upper grade teacher that
year was Blanche Torgerson.

Amongother teachers were Mrs. Gastongua;r, wife of the mine
superintendent, Mrs. Frank Lamb, and. Mrs. George Bolyan.

In later years the pupils included Furuness , Sturrocks, ,;atkins,
Lars ens , Stanyers, Sparks, Berggrens, Monagles, Kilohs, Holts,
Morgans, Beltz, Says, Metz, Thlmas, Hopkins, and Baggens.

--- --- -.. ~---- ---



Section :3

Douglas C1ty Schools

Information furnished included

Evelyn Judson Mclean

Department of Education Reports

Felix Gray

~~ --- ----
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This section on Douglas schools, public, parochial, and government,

is by no means complete and has only the bits and pieces of info mati on

which were available. It is hoped that at least parts of this will be

of interest to local history buffs. Surprisingly the equipment of the

Treadwell School, which existed for 15 years after the turn of the century,
in the Gastineau Channel area

was not to be equaled/ for fifty years thereafter.

Statistical parl.s are probably the work of Felix Gray, long-time

clerk of the schools, and were included in the records sent to the

Juneau-Douglas School District office in 1955 when the two systems merged.

Excerpts from an article, "History of Douglas, \I written by John

Henson, and appearing in the September 1907 issue of the ALASKA-YUKON

MAGAZINE.

Mr. Henson claims the following for Douglas:

2000 population
a water system
an electric aystem
two miles of graded and planked streets
a city hall
a natatorium with both fresh and salt water
skating rink
auditorium and stage
fire department
seven churches (both Greek and RomanCatholic, Episcopalian,

Congregational, Friends, Methodist, edish
Lutheran)

a weekly newspaper, the DOUGLAS ISLAND NEWS
telephones
hourly ferry service
saw mill
steam laundry
dairy,
lish packer
barrel factory
cigar factory
cabinet maker
bakery, three restaurants, department store, two groaeries,

two dry goods stores, six general stores, two hardware
stores, ~.t.t'"Bpci.lmx two drug stores, two
confectionaries, two jewelry stores

and tri-weekly steamer service to Seattle with WAil and passengers.

Also, no bonded !Ddebtedness and a property t.~fi~i~s~
79

----~"
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Douglas and Treadwell Schools
Largely from records of Felix Gray

Names and dates of Douglas schools:
»:

Douglas Public 1887 until it merged with Juneau in 19;;K
Society of Friends ~lission 1886-1902
Sisters f Saint Ann 1896-1920
Government School for Indians 1889-1940
Treadwell Xji 1896-1917

In the spring of 1901 an election was held and Treadwell became an
incorporated town, the second in Alaska, Juneau having taken the
same step the preceding year. After incorporation Treadwell ran its
own school. The city of Douglas incorporated in rch 1902 and
built a school building costing $14,000.

Douglas Public Schools
Names of teachers and enrollments. Since this book is put

together with a spiral plastic binding, the large gap between the
years 1902 and 1919 can be inserted when the infonnation becomes
available.

1887 Nellie E. Fish 37
1888 Nellie E. Fish 44

1889 Mrs. w. S. Adams 50
1890 Mrs. w. S. Adams 24
1891 Mrs. vi. S. Adams 25
1892 s. A. Keller 19
1893 S. A. Keller 30
1894 Eiizabeth Saxman 42
1895 Lathan A. Jones

Anna Hunnicutt 59
1896 Anna Hunnicutt 75
1897 Miss Katie Spiers 46

ti;1 s: 80
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1898
1899

Miss Katie Spiers 70

Miss Katie ~piers 100
Miss Gertrude Spiers

(the upper fioor of the Jensen Bldg. was
used for half the pupils and for two years
following)

1901

Miss Katie piers
Miss Gertrude Spiers

Victor L. Holt
Miss Katie 'piers

951900

1902 Victor L. Holt
Miss Alice Henson
Miss Eva Galloway

(school opened in the new building)

102

.......;~ 8 1
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Photo copied by J. S. MacKinnon

TREADWELLSCHOOLabout 1915. Text contributed by Evelyn Judson
McLeanwho is in the picture (large hair bow). The teacher
at the left is Miss Chisteen. Treadwell School had the use
of the Companyswimmingpool, bowling alley, and library,
which were maintained for the employees. The superintendent
of the mine had a big old fashioned house with verandas all
around.

Statistical details of this school are in the section of
materaal from the manuscript of Felix Gray.

Fromthe ALASKA-YUKONMAGAZINEof September 1907

"All Treadwell mine employees were taxed $1 per month to
maintain a 56 x 206 foot structure which was built on piling out
over the water. It cost $20,000, had steam heat, electricity, a
reading roomwith 150 leading papers and magazines of the day, and
12 foreign publications for those who did not read English.There
was a dark room for photographers, ten bathrooms and two showers,
and a Turkish bath, a bowling alley, library of 1500 volumes
(Ino trashl), a 500-seat jauditorium, and monthly concerts by its
25-p1,.eceband. The pupils of Treadwell School had all the
privileges of the Club."

55
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Photo copied by J. S. MacKinnon

THE DOUGLASSCHOOLwhich burned in 1.9a6



Photo copied by J. S. MacKinnon

DOUGLAS SCHOOL 1938 $50,000

i

Photo J. S. MacKinnon

GASTINEAU SCHOOL 1957 $563,000
Addition $465,550 57
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THE DOUGLAS PUBLIC SCHOOLS •
1902 - 1955

SUmf::AI\Y OI<' OPJ'~RATION & MAINTr~NANC]i: COSTS AND M1SCELLUROUS ITEMS:
Teachers Total Oper. Funds from Funds from No. '""H:S'7
No. :r~' - Months;' Coste .& Ave.. Douglas' '- Territory -Enrolled -Graduates
--r=·1902-3- ~ 3.174.4'1- $'j11.12 -$3,174.47- - 102-- -

3 -1903-4- 8 - 4,670.24 - 40.25 - 4;670.24- - 116 -3 -1904-5- 8 - 4,778.03 - 41·90 - 4,778.03- - 114 -4 -1905-6- 9 6.405·~0 - 47.10 - 6,405'90- 136
5 -1906-7- 9 - 6.473·30 - 39·72~- 6.473·30- - 163 -5 -1907-8- 9 - 5~685·25;- 39·48 -5,685·25- 144o -1908-9- 9'- 5,081·90 - 40.01 - 5,081,90- - 127 -6 -1909-10- 9 6,330.00 - 40·31 - 0,330.00- 151
5 -1910-11- 9 - 6;193·90 - 46·56 - 6,193'90- - 133o -1911-12- e 7,250.42 - 46.22 - 7,250.42- - 157 -7 -1912-13- 9 - 8.508.40 - . 51·56 - 8.508.4~- 1657 -1913-14- 9 - 7;710.00 - 42.21 -7;710.00- - 185 -7 -1914-15- 9 - 10;250.84 - 52.84 -10;250.84- - 194 -
9 -1915-16- 9 11;359·90 - 54·34 -11;3'59·90- - 2098 -1916-17- 9 - 12.335.60 - 48·37 -11~9~5~60- $370.00 - 255 -9 -1917-18- 9 - 13.177·69 - 63·96 - 3,530.02- 9.647.87 - 206 -9 ~918-19- 9 - 12;121.88 - 80.26 - 3;030.48- 9.091.40 - 151: -
9 -1919-20- 9 - 13,766·99 - 93·01 - 3;444.08- 10;322·91 - 148
9 ~920-21- 9 - 15.823.19 - 87·90 - 4,145·41- 11,677.78 - 180 -
9 -1921-22- 9 - 15;993·52 - 74·38 - 4.359·58- 11;633·94 - 215 -9 ~922-23- 9 - 17~399·04 - 93·54 - 5,109.70- 12,289.34 - 1869 ~923-24- 9 - 18,291.82 - 98.87 - 5 870.17- 12.421.65 - 185, -
8 ~924-25- 9 - 16,479·54 - 105·64 - 4.840.~4- 11.638·90 - 156 -9 ~925-26- 9 18,149.67 - 113·43 - 4.843·93- 13,305·74 - 1609 ~926-27- 9 - 18.011.21.- '124.22 - 5;382.25- 12,628.86 - 145 -
9 ~927-28- 9 - 18,690.80 - 145.63 - 4,232·74-: 14,458.06 - 1288 ~928-29- 9 - 16~932.00 - 128.27 - 2.834.00- 14,098.00 - 132 -8 ~929-30- 9 - 17~902.~S - 149.18 _ 4,726.03 _ 13.176'76 - 1288 ~930-31- 9 - !p,477·00 - 13S.63 - 4,160.44 - 12,316·56 - 118 -8 ~931-32- 9 16;709·43 - 148.21 - 4,219.13 - 12.490.30 - 120 -
8 '-1932-33-9 - 17;642.31 - 150·76 - 4~410·57, - 13,2~1.74 - 122 -
8 ~933-34- 9 - 16,634·33 - 156.14 - 4,158·58 - 12,4(5·75 - 119 -7 ~934-35- 9 - 15;~61·94 - 166·50~- 3.332·93- 11,828.11 - 105 -
a ~935-36- 9 16,699·95 - 185·50 - 4.547.80- 12,152.15 - 90 -6-~936-37- 9 - 15.868.80 - 180·32 - 3.787·64- 12,081.16, - 886- 1937-38- 9 - 15.856.00 - 200.64 - 3;653·05- 12,202·95 - 79 -6-1938-39- 9 - 15,763·68 - 202~11 - 3.031~23- 12.732.45 - 786-1939-40- 9 - 18,164·31 199·56 - 3.235·29- 14.929·02 - 817- 1940-41- 9 - 16.423·86 179.77 - 4,406·59- 12,017·27 - 108 -
7- 1941-42- 9 - 17,534.85 - 174·32 - 5,616.28- 11,918.57 - 119 -7- 1942-43- 9 - 15,1~1.19 - 187·70 3,277·29- 11,8,3.90 - 103 -8-1943-44- 9 20,484.24 - 218.00 - 4.86°'.91- 15,623·33- 130(.-7-1944-45- 9 - 21,718.42 - 230.14 - 4,830·97- 16,887·45 - 104 -
7-1945-46- 9 - 22,387·50 - 228.20 - 5.200·59- 17,186'91 - 99 -7-1946-47- 9 27,298.84 - 282.66 - 4;667·59- 22;631.25 - III -
7-1947-48- 9 32,008'90 - 253.94 - 4,910.37- 27,098.53 - 145 -9-1948-49- 9 47.287·41 - 352·73 - 12~644·71- 34,642·70 162
9-1949~'0- 9 - ,0,598.98 - 369·71 - 12,761,13- 37,837.85 - 179 -9-1950-51- 9 - 51,335·ID0- 345·24 - 11;514.65- 37,820.45 - 179 -11-1951~52- 9 - 64,~63·63·- 401·96 ~ 16;746.89- 47;922·74 - 197 -14-1952-53- 9 - 79.674·30 -~ 362.07 - 21,615·80- 56,406.48 - 277 -" - 1~652.02 Tr~n6ptn.

14-1953-54- 9 - 107,904·51L- 401.07 - 30.609·51; 74,388.00 - 359 -2.907.00 Tran6ptn.
13-1954-55- 9 - 107,341103 - '393·98~- 28.777·99- 75,887.90 - 354 -___________ 2,675.14 ~ran6ptn.
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TOTALS: , $ 1,165,718.80 - 6 Ave.$375,1 5.11$790,553.69 - ~
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1923 F. K. Foster, Superintendent
Hacel Miller
Bernice Scoville
Q1arles • Trachsel
Helm1 Aalto
Impi AUto
Mrs. Nina M. .Aabott
Verne Hannah
Mrs. M. C. Holman

There follow sOJIlemiscellaneous listings of Douglas teachers, as

obtained fran the incomplete fUe of school directories in the Alaska

State Historical Library.

I
I
I
I
I
IJ

I
I
I
I
II
I
I

1922

J. Arthur Joung, Superintendent
w. Arthur steele
Antoinette RehJake
Helen A. X•• KC Mantz
Catherine Petring
Mabel A. Jackson
Helmi !alto
Winifred Fairman
Dorothy Holllan

Gordon C. Mitchell, Superintendent
Harvey L. Rowley
Katherine Sickels
Helmi !alto
Imp! A&lto
Mrs. Nina M. Abbott
Mrs. Dollie S. Donaldson
Mary Middlekauff
Grace Chapman

1919

1924 Bernice Scoville, Superintendent
Charles W. Trachsel
Huel Miller
Mrs. Nina M. Abbott
Elva Kirkham
Helmi Aalto
Harriett Sey
IJIpi aalto

1925 George A. Shumway, Superintendent
Dorot~ WIlker
otto wagner
Mrs. Orpha V. humvay
Alice M. Holt
Zoa E. Holbrook
Helmi !alto
Myrtle Nelson
IIlp1 !alto
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1945 William H. Seaman, Superintendent
Zoana Neves
Ella Wetherby
Robert D. Wagner
Mrs. Mary Peter
Mrs. Helen Parrish
Mrs. Eva Belle Benton

1940 calvin E. Pool, Superintendent
Eleanor E. Warren
Arthur Ladd
Ernst Oberg
Esther E. Boyd
Elizabeth Fraser

1941 Calvin E. Pool, Superintendent
Eleanor Warren
Arthur Ladd
Ernest OVerg
Ruby cNeill
Elizabeth Fraser

I

I

II

II

II

II

11

II

II

11

11

11

II
1'1

I J

194) :Eleanor rren, Superintendent
Arl.hur C. Graber
Jean M. Ackerson
Mrs. Lee Whalen
Ruby MacNeill
Mrs. Kathleen Winkelmann
Mrs. Ruby Cashen

1944 Eleanor warren, Superintendent
Charles L. Koelsche
Mrs. Eunice Nevin
Mrs. Lee~halen
Lillian Gentner
Ruby MacNeill
Mrs. Gertrude Selby



Douglas School Children in 1912
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Photo copied by J. S. MacK innon



First School in Douglas 1886. Photo copied by W. H. case and
J. Simpson Mackinnon
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SOCI:m'Y OF FRIENDS MISSION SCHOOL FOR NATIVES
-operated in Douglas fr01l11886-1902 both as a day
and. boarding school. The school was removed to
Kake in that year. Enrollments varied from
26 t~ 108 pupils.

Early teachers included Rev. ElwoodW. Meisner,
F. W. Baugham, Silas and Juma Moon, Rev. Charles
Fdwards, Dr. J. E. Connett, Rev. Cllarles and. May
Repogle.

Infonnation from Ms. of Felix Gray



Section 4

Church Connected

Schools

I
I
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I
I
I
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I
I

Society of Friends in Douglas

St. Ann' s Catholic School in Juneau

st. Ann' s Catholic School in Douglas

Taku Village School

Penafiel Mission

Seventh lay Adventist School in J\D'le&u

Information from various vources

including:

Sister Mary Loyola, Archivist in Victoria B. C.

Felix Gray

Sister Mary Margaret Down
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Friends Society School

In the sUllUl1erof 1886 the Friends Society of Kansas under the

direction of Elwood W. 11leisner and Francis W. Baughham. established

a Mission Homeand school for natives in Douglas. This hOl'.l1ewas built

on Lot 2. Block 28 of the present townsite, and could accomodate 14

boarding pupils besides a like amount of day pupils. The first term

was taught by Mr. Meisner.

The school continued for five more years, with the help of

Silas and Anna Moon. In 1887 the Friends built a large church. which

was used as a school as well as a meeting place, on Lot 2, Block 19,

just across Bear Creek fram the Home. The Mission and School were

discontinued in 1902 and moved to Kake.

,
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In an article written on the stationary of the Clerk of the Douglas

School Board and included in the records at the transfer when the school

were merged, (Felix Gray ?)writes in September1928 of the vicissitudes

of maintaining school standards in the eleven years after the Treadwell

cave-in disaster in 1917.

"The history of Douglas is interwoven with that of the Treadwell
now

mines. The mines are nooded. and.shut d.ownand Douglas is ~ all that

is left of the once gr-ea . - mining camp, including a few who cling to

their homes, and a swannof youth loyal to the "old red schoolhouse. n

Through eleven long lean years these families have managedto live here

and find work elsewhere, most of them crossing the CJ1anneltwice a day to

I
I

and. from Juneau.

!leur purpose 1s to give a short sketch of the school record from

1917. the year of the cave-in. tm the present time (1928).

d As 1917 was also the year Territorial refunds of 75~ for maintenance

was begun. it will also cover the period of the support of the school

under the present system.

"The total maintenance has been $193,940.35 or an average of

$16,145.03 for these twelve years. Of this total Douglas has paid

$60,954.10. or an average of 5.079.50 per year, while the Territory

has paid ~ $129,486.25. or an average of $10,790.50.

"School enrollment in the twelve years has averaged 176. with 36

in the high school. Per capital cost has been $10l.6l per year.

"The 'Taku' High School Annual first appeared in 1917 and was issued

The 'Gastineau Breeze' was the
1921-1922

It also began in 1917. In ~

seven out of the el~ven years since then.
school

first/newspaper published in Alaska.

it was succeeded by a weekly 'The Douglas School News' but beginning again

the following year it was published for the remainder of the life of
11

the school and has wonsomenational honors.
;.... 66



Douglas. Continued

Society of Friends Mission Schools

Date

1886
Teachers Enrollment

Elwood W. Meisner
F. «: Baugham

1887 Elwood 'We 1'1eisner
Silas Moon
Anna Moon

65

1888 Reverend Charles Edwards
Silas Hoon
Anna Moon

85

1889 Reverend Charles Edwards
Silas Moon
Anna Moon

92

1890 Reverend Charles Edwards
Silas I'1oon
Anna Moon

68

1891 Dr. J. E. Connett
Silas Moon
Anna Moon

1892 Dr. J. E. Connett
Silas Moon
Anna Moon

108

1893 Dr. J. E. Connett
Charles Replogle
May Replogle

87
1

11

II
I

1894 verend Charles Replogle
May Replogle
Miss F. J. Work

36

1895 Reverand Charles Replogle
May Replogle

26

The Replogles were in charge of the Society of Friends

Mission until 1902. and then moved their operation to Kake. During

the last three terms Miss Jennie Lorenz taught and the Replogles

had charge of the mission church.

I



Saint Ann's Parochial School (Douglas)

The following information was furnished by Sister Mary

Loyola. Archivist. Sisters of Saint Ann in Victoria. B. C.

Saint Ann's Parochial Sohool in Douglas was opened in

September 1894. At first it was poorly housed in what was
f l ;

knownas the "Bear's Nest," but in 1896 a two-class roan structure

I was built which was said to be as airy and well equipped as any

in Alaska.

Sister MayFrances and Sister Mary Febronie came each

Mondayfrom JW1eau, orossing in the ferry, and returning to

Juneau each week end.

In 1897 the Sisters of Saint Ann opened & hospital in

Douglas to which & large wing was added in 1915.

The 1917 cave...in led to the closing of both hospital

and school.

stint AnnIS in Douglas had schooled 1207 pupils before it

ceased to exist in 1920.

,
I
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St. Ann's Parochial School (Juneau)

Sources:

(1) A book. A Century of Service. by Sister Mary Margaret
Down. of which the Alaska state Historical Library has
a copy.

(2) Infomation provided by Sister Mary Loyola. Archivist
with the Sisters of st. Ann in Victoria. B. C.

I
II

In 1886 three Sisters of Saint Ann left Victoria for Juneau

on the S. S. !neon to care for the sick and to teach in what was

then a raw wilderness mining camp. They were:

Sister Mary Zenon Fontaine
Sister Mary Bonsecours Greff
Sister Mary Victor Dooly

The Anconput in 00 Jtme&uafter dark on September 9. 1886. Father

John Althoff was at the wharf with a lighted lantern to escort the

Sisters to their quarters at the foot of Mt. Roberts. Twoparallel

planks fomed a sidewalk on the side of the rough muddyroad. They

saw no vehicles.

Next morning Sister Mary Victor looked out and cried. "Comeand

see. There are no chimneys on the houses."

True enough. only stovepipes protruded from the cabins and men

wore rain proofs and rubber boots as it was too windy to use umbrellas.

69



more hospital beds. Statistics of 1939 sho that 1.227 pupils had

attended st. Ann's for longer or shorter periods.

The high scho s ction was discontinued in 1938 and the
~

elementary school closed in y l~.

On November3, 1886 school opened with Sister Mary Zenon as teacher of

four pupils, which numberwas increased to 22 by the end of the first

year.

!he Sisters occupied a small church until the downstairs of a

18' x 24' frame building was partitioned. off for a ward for the sick.

Tworooms upstairs became their quarters. The kitchen was a lean-to

and served as lalmdry and dining room. The first patient was adm1 tted

on September 26. 1886.

The following November(1887) a new 40' x 40' hospital building

was dedicated and the original structure converted into a school

with a fev resident pppils admitted.

Next Year Sister Mary Peter Tougas taught classes 1n music and

in both French and English. By the end of the fifth year a .seconcl

teacher was needed. In 1896 the Sisters organized a boarding school

and English, French, arithmetic, music and needlework were offered.

After 23 years the boarding section closed to make room for
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ST. ANNf S PAROCHIAL SCHOOL (Juneau) 1897



1,

Photo J. S. MacKinnon

PAROCHIAL SCHOOL (Juneau)

Operated by the Sisters of Saint Ann almost continuously
from the late 1880's until its closure in 1968.
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Taku Village School
(quoted from Felix Gray)

In 1879 the Reverend W. H. R. Corliss, A Presbyterian

Missionary taught With his Wife at Fort Wrangell, and in the summer

of 1880 came up to the old Taku Village near the entrance to Taku

Inlet and organized and taught a mission school there for the

I

I J

II

III

children of the natives.

In the summerof 1881, there being a lot of work and activity

going on in the vicinity of Juneau, ost of the natives MOV d from

the old village to Juneau or the beach over on Douglas Island near

Treadwell, and Reverend Corliss cameWith them and together With

Reverend E. S.W11lard frc:lllHaines, in the fall of 1881 established

a mission school for the natives.

73
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PENIEL MISSION

I
i

AIthough no definite records of a school at Peniel Mission

have been found it is said that this mission of the Nazarene

Church carried on some acaJiemic activities in Juneau shortly

arter the turn of the oentury.

The mission was located north of the present Baranof Hotel

and was under the dire:tion of Reverend Mabel Holmes Cox.

In a recent visit to Alaska Mrs. Cox. a young 95 years of

age. said that in 1898 Juneau was a town of 1600 and ''looked

as if it had been thrown together at the foot of the mountain

and continued up the side. There were about 40 saloons. gambling

houses. and houses of prostitution and we used to go through

them once a week giving out tracts. I wasn't afraid of anything

in thoa e da.ys."

The obituary of Mrs. Mary BrownBetts. who died in 1973 at

age 81, mentions some sohooling at Peniel Mission.



JUNEAU SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST SCHOOL

Although this manuscript purports only to give information

on Gastineau Channel Area Schools from 1885 to 1945. the following

information became available and hence is included.

Year Enrollmen~& Teacher

1959-60 9 Francis (Mens
1960-61 II Francis Owens
1961-62 17 Ruth Schmidt
1962-63 15 Bettie MontgOll1ery
1969-~ 13 Bettie Montgomery
1964-65 13 Bettie Montgomery
1965-66 18 Kenneth Wllstrand
1966...67 27 Loren lAmston
1967-68 23 Loren Dunston
1968-69 22 Dan Dawson
1969-70 22 Brent Balmer
1970-71 13 Brent Balmer
1971-72 11 Brent Balmer
1972-73 11 Frederick Quai1e

.'



Section V

Indian Schools

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I, Sources of information

Various Schools in Juneau

Various Schools in Douglas

included:

Bob Martin

Bob De.bmond

Felix Gray

Reports of the Department

of the Interioe
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According to Dr. Dorothy DeBoer in a manuscript on fUe

in the State Historical Library. Dr. Sheldon Jackson made a plea

to churches in the States to send educational missions to Alaska.

This resulted in the early day schooling of the native people

being largely in the hands of the missions.

The Federal Government sometimes gave grants for salaries

and other expenses to the missions. In 1885 the fjresbyterians

turned over their Southeast Alaska schools to the Gove1'1"IDlent.

These schools were already organized and had teachers familiar with

the language and custom,s of the people. Native pupil attend nce

was usually about one in every six enrolled at that time and teachers

were asking for school attendance regulations.

By 1887 all school expenditures were audited by a Terri-

torial Board of Education, approved by the Commissioner of Education

and transmitted to the Secretary of the Interior for submission to

the Congress for appropriation.

The first school for Indians in Douglas was organized by the

Society of Friends Church and was typical of Governmentassisted

schools. The Friends took in both boarders and day pupils.

Indian Schools in Douglas



The first Government school buUding was built in 1890 at

a cost of $900.

Douglas Indian Schools, ecnt ,

I~
If

I

Ij

~,

In 1902 another was constructed on the beach near the home

of Chief Ana-Cia-Hash with John Kilbuck for a number of years the

teacher there, followed by Mrs. Helen McAvoy.

Mrs. Rose Davis, wrote in her teacher's annual report to

the Department of the Interior in 1928 '~he school is an old

machine shop. and not a sui table building. \ve just can It keep it

clean." This school burned and in 1934 was replaced by a handsome

white colonial green-shuttered structure Which was in use until the

school merged with the Juneau Government School in 1940.

Somemiscellaneous information about the Douglas Government

Schools follows. (Files of the Dept. of Interior in the Historical

Library are not complete.)

~ Teachers rollme~

1896 Miss K. T. l.Villiams J2

1897 Miss Gertrude Spiers 25

1898 Hiss Gertrude Spiers 28

1899 Mollie MeA.Davis 37

1900 Mollie MeA.Davis 'J1

1909 Mrs. Harth. Hadley 8

1911 Esther Johnson 20
Isabelle Thursby

19i:2 1912 Isabelle Thursby 11
'EdnaDean

1
1913 \-Jaltar Finch 13 ~~ . " 78
1915 Everett Frohock 16
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1912 to 1927. From1912 to 1927 little was available locally about
the native schools between the time when the "Little white
School House" was torn downto make way for the contruction
of the Governor's House, and 1927 when the handsomenew
three-room structure was built on Willoughby Avenue, next
door to Thibodeau's Market, until Mr. Robert ¥18rtin came
forth With the following infonnation:

Indian Schools in Juneau 188) (?) to 1947

September 1883 - first Indian school (not all sources agree on ex~ date)

1887 Governmentschool pupils were in the same building but in
separate classroans from the public school students.

1891 }ftss Aliee Reichling had 15 pupils.

1894 Construction of a 60 x )0 frame building, "The Little ;';Ihite
School," on the present site of the Governor's house among
a forest of stumps of the newly cleared land. It cost $1)00
and was said to be ''pleasant and comfortable." At that time
Thlinget people flocked to the gold mines for employmentand
many of the newcaners did not knowEnglish. It was usual
for beginning pupils without a knowledge of English to finish
the chart the first year and be promoted to first grade the second.
They excelled in art but found arithmetic difficult. It was
not uncommonin Indian schools of that period for attendance
averages to be less than 20%of enrollments, and the teachers
pleaded for attendance laws.

1908 Miss Elizabeth K. Sanford was the teacher of the 67 pupils
enrolled - the average daily attendance was 10.

1911 Miss Marie B. Slight on had an enrollment of 79 and an average
daily attendance of 14, according to the report to the U. S.
Department of the Interior.

"In 1912 the GovernmentSchool was movedto a site

between the old GovernmentHospital and Gold Creek, with

a 50-foot playfield between the school and creek. It was

8 a.



a poor one-story structure With no inside lining either in walls or

roof, had a coal-burning pot bellied stove for heat. It

Mr. Martin further says, "In 1917 a snow slide of large

proportion in Basin Creek canyon backed up the water of Gold Creek

into a great lake which broke loose and nooded the nats of the

city. The GovernmentSchool was completely turned around but no

one was hurt. The building had to be put on new foundations, and it

I
I
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was at that time that a bell tower was added."

"Teachers included Tecla Jorgenson and Helen Bumhofer.

Someof the pupils were Cecelia Kunz, Herbert Mercer, Ruth Dennis,

Paul Rudolph, Albert Clark, Sr., and myself ," Mr. Martin concluded.

Somemore Iragmentary bits of information are:

1915: Sadie Thompson,teacher with attendance 14 (regristration 34).

1927: The GovernmentSchool on Willoughby Avenuenext Thibodeau's rket,

was opened February 14, 1927. It cost $10,000, had three teachers,

and 45 pupils. Helen Burnhofer was principal. In those days the

tides came up to the front door of the school, and it was not until 1934

that the Alaska-Juneau Gold Mine filled in the area between the school
ur".

and the street ,.8j.th tailings , thus covering up four open sewers and

providing a tine playfield for the children.

1928: Mrs. Ella Sm.ith joined the staff.

1932 - enrollment 85; 1933 - 84; 1944 - 81; 1935 - 83; 1939 - 99;
1937: - 99; 1937 - 90; 1938 - 126 (consolidated wi~Douglas
GovernmentSchool; 1939 - 168; 1940 - 183; 1941 - 230;
1944 - 177; 1945 - 141; 1946 0 128; 1947 - 106;Herged with
Juneau Public;

After the merging of the two systems three fifth grade integrated
classes occupied the Willoughby Avenue School Building. In
1955 it was reported out as surplus to the needs of the BIA, sold

mdx and conveyed to the Juneau Independent School District and
later to the Borough.



This building was the home of the Juneau Teenage Club for

several years and was demolished in 1972 to make way for the

new Native Arts Nuilcling.

I
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Section 6

Outlying $chools

.,;.

Fish Creek

Tee Harbor

l-Iinfield

Information fran

Alaska Deparmmentof Education



-i 6,~ ,

FISH CREEK
Total

Operating
Year Enrollment Nameor Teacher Expense

1937-38 6 .... - - - - $ 691I 1938-39 6 Arvo Wahto 1.197
1939-40 10 Mary Pinkley 1.938
1940-41 11 Hovey stoneman 1,972
194-1-42 12 Hovey Stoneman 2,021
1942-43 8 Hovey stoneman 2,076

Fish Creek School was located at the mouth of Fish Creek

on North Douglas, held in privately owned building. and was

operated by the Territory as a special school for six years.

Dr. Jsmes C. Ryan. then Commissioner of Education, used to

don high boots to wade across the channel from the airport at

low tide to make supervisory calls.

Teacher Hovey stoneman chose this remote spot because of

a love of hunting, fishing, and the out of doors. He spent a

number of summers in Mexico and earned a master's degree in Spanish

from the University of Mexico.
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TEEHARBORSCHOOL

Total
Year Enrollment Teacher Operating

Expense

1939 8 :tItrs. Bessie K. Rowe $2,101

1940 12 Mrs. Mary Pinkley 1,859
1941 17 tirs. Mary Pinkley 2,171

1942 16 John E. Turner 2,491

1943 21 John E. Turner 2,826

1944 18 John E. Turner 5,255

1945 12 Homer Williams 3,173
1946 22 Helen Ayers 3,526
1947 12 Robert Easterda, 3,607
1948 Incorporated into the Juneau Borough school District.

Tee Harbor School opened in 1939 with Mrs. Bessie K. Rowe

as teacher. The original building was on a barge which had been

towed from Eagle River and one of Mrs. Rowe's problems was keeping

pupils from falling into the water. Later the Territory built

an attractive school house and teacherage.
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Enrollment Teachers

MINFIELDSCHOOL

1938

1939

1940

1941

1942

1943

16
16
17

15

Mrs. Bessie K. Rowe

Mrs. Gertrude Selby

Mrs. Gertrude Selby

Mrs. Gertrude elby

20 Mrs. Mary Pinkley

38

I
I
I
I
I

Mrs. Gertrude Selby
Mrs. Mary Pinkley

1944 27 Mrs. Nary Pinkley
Mrs. Etolin Wittanen

1945

1946
Mrs. JIf.aryPinkley

Mrs. Mary Pinkley
Mrs. Lee }oIason

1947 Mrs. Mary Pinkley
Paul Power

1948 37 Mrs. Mary Pinkley
Thomas R. Marshall

1949 Mrs. Mary Pinkley
Mary Louise Graves

1950 35 Mrs. Mary Pinkley
Robert sterday

Helen D. Blair
John Goins

1951 25

The Terri tory maintained a school at Minfield Childreris fI

Homeon Lena Beach from 1938 to 1952. Enrollments varied from 15 to Y1

and for eight of those years two teachers were employed.

The operation ceased in 1952 when the structure was

condemned..



Section Vll

Area-wide :Recently

Constructed Schools

Harborview School

J'I.U1eau-DouglasHigh School

Glacier Valley School

Gastineau School (see section Douglas Schools)

Marie Drake Schools (Junior High)

Auke Bay Elementary School

Floyd. Dryden Junior High School

Augustus Brown SwimmingPool
Exterior
Interior

\1

Sources of Information included:

City & Borough Fiscal Officer

Various Architects

Harie Darlin

Fred Dlstaugh

Ruth Allman 8g
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Photo copied by J. S. NacKinnon

HARBORVIEW SCHOOL 19.52

J
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Photo J. S. Mackinnon

JUNEAU-DOUGLAS HIGH SCHOOL 1958 $1,751,439

Addition: 1961 $1,133,900
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Photo J. S. MacKinnon

GLACIER VALLEY SCHOOL: 1963 $1,026,000
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Photo J. S. MacKinnon

MARIE DRAKE JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL

Constructed in 1967 at a cost of $1.900,00
Named for a long-time deputy Canmissioner of Education

and author of Alaska's official State song
An interesting feature of this structure is a planetarium

(see dome in center of picture)
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Photo J. S. MacKinnon

AUKE BAY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Constructed in 1968 at a cost of $1,175,869
stands on a hill overlooking Auke Bay and is notable

for a use of bright colors

94



I
I
I
I

Photo J. S. MacKinnon 1973

FLOYD DRYDEN JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL is situated in the Nendenhall
Valley and was completed in 1973 at a cost of $2,300,000.
Use of bright colors and Totemic design makes for a distinctive
appearance of this modern school.
It is named for Thomas Floyd Dryden who was principal of
FIFl'H STREET ELEMENTARY SCHOOL from 1935 until 1955. Mr.
Dryden resides with his wife Nancy in Peck, Idaho.
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Photo J. S. MacKinnon 1973

AUGUSTUSBROI-'lNSWIMMINGPOOL;

The Augustus Brownswimmingpool completed in 1973, a
part of the school complex on Glacier Avenue, is the fourth
to be constructed in the Gastineau Channel area. The first
was in the Treadwell Club in Douglas, the second in the
ABHall betJsleen the present Alaska Office Building and the
si te of the old Court House on the Hill, and the third a
heated outdoor pool in Evergreen Bowl.

The pool cost $1,1.50,534 of which $4.50,000was raised by
an area-wide sales tax, which was in effect for three quarters.
There remains enough in the fund for sidewalks and paving.

* * * * * * * * *
Augustus George Brownwas born in Ouvranches, France on
March 13, 1864, the son of a Captain of the QueenIs 7th Hussars,
his family being on duty in France at the time of his birth.
He was a yo~ger son of a titled family and came to this area
en route to the Klondike in the 1890's. He liked Juneau and
made it his home, and so far as is knownnever did go to the
IG.ondike.
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AUGUSTUSBROWNS\IDiMINGPOOL,continued

Hemaintained a row of neat cottages on tdlloughby and is
presumed to have lived from his rentals and an allowance
from an estate in England. He died in 1949, leaving $5,000
to a sister in Ehgland and over $30,000 to the City of
Juneau for the purpose of constructing a swimmingpool.

Augustus Brownhad an abiding interest in music and was
the possessor of a large col~ection of 78 records from
which KINYused to borrow on occasion in the first years of
its operation. He also lent them to the school.

The record collection was left to the city. Librarian Dale
DeArmondsays she has a listing of them and states the
records were put in the City Hall for storage at the time
of his death. A violin was found amonghis possessions.

In addition to his interest in music he was a fine ice
figure skater. He is said to have affected windsor ties
and to have dressed immaculately.




