Kashevaroff, Andrew Petrovich

Correspondence between Father Kashevaroff, curator of the Territorial
Museum at Juneau and E. O. Essig, Berkeley, Calif, dated 1927-1929, 1933,
concerning beekeeping in Alaska, history of Fort Ross, California, and
other Russian settlements. Essig, a Professor of Entomology was researching

a book.

40 letters, watercolor illus., newspaper clipping.
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featuring Ft. Ross.




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
OFFICE OF EXPERIMENT STATIONS

ALASKA AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATIONS

Sitka, Alaska,
February 14, 19237.

Father A. P. Kashavaroff,
Juneau, Alaska.

Dear Father Kashavaroff:

Several days ago I received a letter from Prof. E. O.
Essig, Division of Entomology, College of Agriculture, Berkeley,
California. He states in his letter that he had information to
the effect that Russian bees were introduced into Sitka, Alaska,

by Count Baranoff in about the year 1809, and desires further

information on this subject. As I could not give him the de-

sired information I referred him to you and he will probably

write you for further information regarding the history of bees
in Alaska. I will appreciate it very much if you will send me
for my information a carbon copy of your letter to him on the
history of bees.

Very truly yours,

S S ey

Senior Agronomist.




UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE
DIVISION OF ENTOMOLOGY AND PARASITOLOGY

BERKELEY

February
25
1927

Rev. A.P. Kashavaroff
Juneau, Alaska

pear Sir:

1 have been much interested in working over the hisyory of the
qussians at Port Ross, California, particularly with regard to
their entomological activities. It has been stated by some
that the Russians introduced bees from Kazan into Alaska about
1803 and that descendants of these bees still exist. I have
gravely doubted this statement and have been endeavoring to
check up on the matter as thoroughly as possible. In going
over the history of the settlers at Ross, I find there is no
mention of bees whatever. Then recently I wrote to the
Experiment gtation at sitka asking for any information they
could give me in this matter. Mre H.W. AlDerts has accordingly
suggested that I write you in reference to the sames.

Bees were brought into California from the eastern states in
1853 and later by way of Panama. This required a Jjourney of

but one month during the winter when the bees were inactive,

but under these same circumstances the fatality of the beces was
exceedingly high. In view oi this it has seemed to me absolute-
ly impossible for the early Russian settlers of Alaske to have
transported living colonies of bees from Kazan to Sitka as early
as 1801 or even later. Such a journey of those days mast have
required at least a full year.

I assure you I shall very greatly appreciate any help you can
give me relative to this matter.

yours very truly

Ee 0. BEssig
Associ ate Professor
of BEntomology




Profeszor ¥.0. Yesilg,

University ef Californis,

Nivieion of Tntomology and Parzsitoloezy,
Berkeley, Calif.

Dear Sirs

Acknowledging your letter ef inquiry in reflerence to
the intreduciion of bees te Citke from Kssen in 1801, I regret
verv muech that I am unsble te be of assistance to you on this
gubjsct, rr.0.,*., flberts of the experimental station at Sitka
has seousinted me with your wiches prier te the receipt of your
letter. Since getting Dr. Albert's letter I have searched all
svailebls recerde in our iibrary on this subjest but without
sucocess. Historian Tikhmeniel, who gives all the activities
¢7 the Puccisn~tmericsn Company from the very beginning of Alas
ken history, does not mention anything on the culture of bees
ir Alescka. ¥. Khlebnikof, whe gose inte the smallest detalle
on ths rasourcee of Alaska, the manufootured products, the esta-
hlighrent of Fort Dess, is silent on this subject. Father Venia-
minov, who =rites zo Tully on the plants, the {auna, the meterio-
logy and moet svery cbject lmaginable, does not mentlion-the bees.

vour informant is vréng in ziving 1801 Tor Sitka. This post
wae firct sstanlighed in 1729 gnl destroyed in 1802. The present

citka wae not ssetablished until 1204, Feor many veare alter the
gstablizhment of the post the first settliers had a very hard time
for their vary eristience znd bwut few shipe resched fitka. The first
gships to circumnavigate the world arrived in Sitka in 1804. The
time for the vovzge was Trom sight monthe to 2 vear.

T am $rclined to think that yvour informent was misteken
or was spezking from hssrsay.

fa 1200 ene of our missinariss, Father Hethodius,tried bee
culturs at Sitka but #ithout succsse. The experimental station
at Sitka tried this at the 2ame time but alsc falled to have any
reaults.

If T can be of service to you ir sny other way, T +ill be glad
to do all in my pewer.

Very truly yours,

Curator and Librarian




Yarch ©, 1937

Pr. H. %, ﬂlb’rts,
citka, Alwske,

¥y dear Nr. Alberte:

I sm snclosing = copy of my letter
to Professor Fasiz of the University of California, from
which yeu will note how succeasful I was in my research
¢n the culture of bees in Alaska.(?) I am sure the
Ruscisng at that early peried made no effort to introduce
bess into Alaska, etherwice some historian would have had
sume racord on tha subject.

T am wondering if the rumer that professor Eselg
heard was not the endeavor of Father Methodiuve in this
sennection?

- I hope that the next irquiry about Alaskan early
histervy »ill be on 2 subject that I am familiar with. I
feel that thie institutien shculd be able and willing to
supply the learned bodies on subjects pertaining to our
country and thereby get the advertisement that we need
ae mach.

vith kindest personszl regards, I am

gincerely yours,

Curator snd Librgan.




UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE
DIVISION OF ENTOMOLOGY AND PARASITOLOGY

BERKELEY

March
2 2
19 27

Mr. A,P. Kashevaroff
Territory of Alaska Library and
Juneau, Alaska

Ly dear Lire Kashevaroff:

1 have your very kind letter of March 9 relative to
beekeeping in Alaska.

The information contained therein is exactly what I
desired and I assure you that I appreciate your supplying
it. It is most helpful and valusble to me and I trust
that I may be able to reciprocate in some way.

With kindest regards, I am

Yours sincerely

EO 0. ESSig /«'
Associate Professar *©
of Entomology




UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE
DIVISION OF ENTOMOLOGY AND PARASITOLOGY

BERKELEY

April
Ly
19 27

ReV. A.P. Kashevaroff
Territory of Alaska Library and Juseum
Juneau, Alaska

My dear Sir:

I very greatly appreciate your kindness in sending me the recent
issue of the mAlaska ljagazine". The first two articles are of
much interest to me and in your own article on Ivan Veniaminov

I found a valuable reference to Dr. Blaschke on page 148. (I

note you have spelled this "3liashke" whereas the name in the
publicationsof the 3t. Petersbug Jmseum is given as "Blaschke". )
Dr. Blaschke was one of the number of Russian entomologists who
collected insects both at 3itka and at Fort Ross. These insects
were later described by scientists at 3t. Petersburg and Lioscow.
Other Russians who collected insects hoth at 3itka and Fort Ross
in California were Dr. Pischer and Tschernikh, as well as other
better known men. Though I have gone through the California and
Alaska histories I have been unable to find the names and initials
of any of these three men. I should greatly appreciate if you
could give me any assistance in this regard as well as any additional
information relative to these men. Both Blaschke and PFischer were
physicians in the employ of the Russian-American Company while
Pschernikh appears to have had charge of farming operations at Fort
Ross. Outside of this I can fi nd no personal histories regarding
theme.

would you be willing to look over that portion of my mamscript
which has to do with the Russians in (alifornia®

1 am sure that your knowledge of the Russians in general would be an
enormous help in avoiding possible mistakes in my paper. I assure
you that I have deeply appreciated your kind help, and with best
wishes, I anm

Yours sincerely

Be Q. BEssig
Associate Pro fessor
of Entomology




April 30, 1927.

Professor E.O. Essig,
University of California,
Berkeley, California.

Dear Sir:

Acknowledging your letter of April 19 in reference to the
spelling of the name of Dr. Blaschke, I had used the phonetic
sound as it appeared in the Russian version. This name ap-
peared in the Russian "Brguxe® . To make the wvowel
gound like the Russian I used the ia.

I have the pleasure of presenting the following answers to
your request in giving further information on the names of the
scientists you mention. I have procured the information from
Judge James Wickersham's Bibliography of Alaskan authors. This
bibliography is ready for the printer and when finished will
be the most complete work of its kind in existence.

Blaschke, Eduvard L. Einige bemerkungen uber das reisen in
baidarken und uber die Aleuten der fuchsinseln. Gesells. f.
Erdk. zu Berlin monats. u. die Verh. n. f. V. 2 1845 PP. g4-105.

Hicronpro zavB9ai¥l o prarsmin BT O2AZ2PRAYXE ; o JiucsEBCKARE

‘AneyraXt.

(Some remarks on a voyage in baidarkas and on the fox islands
Aleuts) Mosk.sbornik, 115-124 260-165. 1848 St. Petersburg.

Topographia medica portus Novi Archangeliscensis sedio prin-
cipalis rossicarum in septentrionali America. &2 pp Map. K.
Weinhober and Son St. Petersburg. Also with tittle Dissertatio
inauguralis sistens topographum medicano portus etc. same as
above. Same place and date. Cat. des Russ B. 1417.

Fischer, F. plantes recueillies pendant le voyage des Russes
atour du monde v. Langsdorff G.H. 1810.

In giving you these titles I believe you may find the works
.in your Library or in Bancroft's Library.

I find in Tikhmenief's History page 349. On the eleventh voy-
age of the Russians around the world on Ship Nicholai I with
Capt. Berends in command, Dr. Fischer was on the medical staff.

On the return trip of the twelfth trip around the world Dr.
Blaschke returned to Kronstadt on July 14, 1841. I have no ref-
erence to the scientific work accomplished by these doctors, only




Professor E.QO. Essig
Page Two

that Dr. Blaschke was employed as a Colonial doctor by the
Russian American Co. in Alaska. He took prominent work in
vaccinating the natives both at Sitka and Unalaska during the
small pox epidemic in 1#37. Tikhmenief's History P. 311.

I have come across the following contained in a letter from
A. Baranoff to Kuskoff addressed to Fort Ross and dated about
the year 1813:

"It is .also necessary to investigate whether in the
" peninsula of the lesser Bodega, in the valleys and in the fields
there are not those teneficial insects i.e. Ttees, which produce
honey and wax essential to the prosperity and social life of man-
kind." Page 1lU.

(Ross settlement) U2 pp. 1859 St. Petersburg by V. Potiekhin.

I would greatly appreciate the honor of looking over your man-
usoript dealing with the Russians in California. I do not promise
much, but I can compare my Russian authorities with those of Spain
and Amerioca, which you had probably used.

You may be interested to have the bibliography on Fort Ross. I
am enclosing all the data that Judge Wickersham has.

Very truly yours,




Ross Colony, Cal.

-=Arch. Wiss, Russl. vi, 416-425, 555, 1848; Ueber die russ.
Colonie Ross in Neu-Californien. (Rev. of Duflot de Mofras.)

~=Arch, Wiss. Russl. vi, 426-432, 1848: Finige bemerkungen
uber die russ. u. span. niederlassungen in Neu-Californien.

--Erman, G. As Ueber das Xlima von Ross in California. In Arch.
Wiss. Russl. i, 562-579, 1841.

-~Potiekhin, V. Zaselenie Rossa, Kalifornia. (Rose settlement.)
42 pp., StPbg, 1859.

~-Potiekhin, V. O byvshem Ross. zaselenii na beregakh verkhnei
Ralifornii. (Of the late Russian settlement on the coast of
upper California.) 48 pp., Potiekhin, StPbg, 1859; also in
Siev. Pchela, 32, 1849. ;

-=36Pbg Vied., 24-34, 1741: Izviestiia o Kalifornii. (Information
about California.)

--Thompson, Robert A. The Russian settlement in California known
a8 Fort Ross; founded 1812, abandoned 1841. Why the Russians
ceame and why they left. 34 pp., Sonoma Democrat Pub. Co.,
Sante Rosa, Cal. 1896,

~~Torrubia, Jose (F. Guiseppe.) I Moscoviti nella California,
0 sia dimostrazione della verita del passo a2ll' America Setten-
trionale nouvamente scoperto dai Russi, e di quello anticamente
praticalo dalli popolabtori, che vi trasmigrarono dall! Asia.
83 ppe, Ge Salomoni, Rome, 1959.

-=iirangell, P. Amerikantsy verkhneil Xalifornii. (The Americans
of upper California.) In Teleskop, 36, 1835.

~=Zavalishin, Ds I+ Dielo ¢ kolonii Ross. (The case of the Ross
colony.) In Russ. Viest., iii, 36-65, 1866.




UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA.

COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE
DIVISION OF ENTOMOLOGY AND PARASITOLOGY

BERKELEY

May
9

19 27

REVe A.Pa K&Shevaroff
Library and Museum
Juneau, Alaska

My dear Sir:

Your very kind and valuable letter of April 30 containing
information concerning pr. Blaschke, and Dr. Fischer, at hand.

It is, indeed, very good of you to get these data for me and I
assure you that it is more than appreciated. I am also very
glad to have the references relative to the Ross colony which
were all new to me with the exception of that by Thompson. I
shall endeavwor to look up some of these in our own library
here and may secure some good information in that manner.

As soon as my manuscript is put in shape I shall be happy to
forward it to you to review: however, this mag not happen
until after the summer vacation trip is over.

With kindest regards, I am

Yours very truly

Be Qo ESSig
Associate professor
of Entomology




UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE
DIVISION OF ENTOMOLOGY AND PARASITOLOGY

BERKELEY

uay
1.8
1927

ROVe A.Pe K33hevar0ff
Terri tory of Alaska Library and Museum
Juneau, Alaska

Dear lire. Kashevaroff,

In response to your kind offer to look over the manuscript
on the Russian period of california which is to form a
chapter of the history of the development of entomology in
galifornia, I am taking the liberty of enclosing & copy
herewi the

1 would be especially grateful to you if you could check up
on my spelling of the Russian names and any dates or other
things which you note in the manuscript. You can make your
corrections directly on the copy and return it at your
convenience.

I assure you that your kind help will be appreciated not only
by me but by those who may have an opportunity of going over
the work after publication.

yours sincerely

éﬂﬁ;ﬁ

Ee Oo _JSSlg
Associate Proressor
of Entomology




May 27, 1927.

Professor E.QO. Essig,

Associate Professor of Entomology
University of Czlifornia,
Berkeley, California.

My dear Professor Egsig: :

I have not only enjoyed reading your
manuscript but have gained much useful knowledge by doing so.
This chapter on the Russian period is particularly interesting
to me. In the May issue of the "Alaska Magazine" I have an ar-
ticle on Fort Ross, based on the records left by Tikhmenief,
Khlebnikoff and Potiekhin. I think the people of California
would be interested in reading my article.

I have made but few corrections on dates and spelling of
the Russian names, but I do wish to correct the residence of
Baron Wrangell and Khlebnikoff at Fort Ross. I also offer you
an additional data on Motschulsky as found in the Russian encyclo-
pedia.

When you have time and the inclination I hope you will do
me the favor to look up something for me at the University Library.
Mr. C.L. Andrews, the writer of the story of Sitka, once told
me thet he had seen a wooden post marked with a letter X and the
year 1838, which he said was brought from Point Barrow by Captain
Hooper of the Revenue Service and presented to the University.
Mr. Andrews sald that there was card identifying the post as put

" at point Barrow by Kolmakoff. As a matter of historical fact
Kolmekoff had never been at point Barrow. He stablished his tra-
ding post at Kuskokwim River in 1841 or 1842. Bancroft history
of Alaska p. 547. This post must have been put up at point Bar-
row by my great uncle A. Kashevaroff in 1838. Bancroft history
of Alaska p. 541. Bancroft calls him a crecle. I do not know
why he does so. Our family are of pure Ruesian blood and came to
Alacka about 1820. Kashevaroff's trip to point Barrow is written
in one of the geographic journals and we have it in this Library.
His journal of the journey is written up day by day. He made a
bidarka trip and reached 30 miles beyond the point.

I have a family pride in thie post and would like to have
the credit given to the person who put the post at point Barrow.
When my daughter was a student at the univereity I had tried to have
her look this up but she could not find it. I am wondering if the
post is still there.

I am returning the manuscript to you with great appreciation
for allowing me to review it. It is an honor to me.

When your book is publighed I hope to be honored with an
authograph copy for my own use and one for the Territorial Library.

S8incerely yours,




page 14

K. Khlebnikof,- I find no record in the
Rugsian authorities where Khlebnikof lived

at Fort Ross. In Tikhmenief's history there
is a mention that Wrangell sent Khlebnikof to
Fort Ross in 1831 to investigate prices of
commodities in California. He went there in the
sloop "Urup". Tokhmenief p. 343.

In his own writings Khlebnikof mentionsg that
he was at Fort Ross 1820 when he delivered
100 fruit trees to Fort Ross, consisting of
Apple, pear cherry and peac% trees. Thle was
on the{?:ig "Buldakof" s7 iL /*yPpv Jrm

Vs L{V (:

Khlebnikofé was the chief accountant and also
the commisar of the Company and lived at Sitka.
I believe he came there with Heigermeister.




MOTSCHULSKY, COL. T. VICTOR,VON.

In the Rugsian encyclopedia in vol.20, book 33,
by F.A. Brokhaus and J.A. Efron, St. Petersburg,
1897, I find the following:

NONTSZNGHEBKXX

MOTSCHOULSKY, VICTOR IVANOVICH,entomologist,
member of the Society of investigators of nature,
died in 1871. Published hisg his researches
mostly in the publications of this Society and in
the g8t. Petersburg Academy of sciences.

" Obgervations sur le musée entomologique de
1l'universite imperiale de moscou.ll annees"
Helsingf. 1852-1862.

"0f mosquito-like flies injurious to wheat".

St. Petersburg 1852.

" About the grasshoppers and means for its exter-
mination® 8t. Petersburg, 1853

Hydrocanthares de la Russie" Helsingf. L853

¥ On the blight of pears and other plants in Russ
ia® 8t. Petersburg 1854

¥ Generes et especes d'insectis, publ. dans diffe
ouvrages par Vict. Motschoulsky. Suppl. ou vi
vol des horae soc. Entomolog. Ross" St. Peters-
burg 1856




Page 1:- In the acount by W. Pokiekhin on the Ross
settlement the name of Ross was selected from vagious
names submeéted. By putting these names at the ﬁgé%t/
of the image of the Savior they were drawn as lots.
The name*Wis the one drawn and during the dedication
of the Fort on Aug.30, which would be Sept. 11

1842. B8See page l-b. All the dates were reconed by ti
Julian calendar. In 1800 the difference was 12

days and in 1900 it is 13 days.




Page 1.-I dont think the work military would
enterpret the name Krepost, used by the Russians.
This word means fortress, stringhold, place or
fortified town. The names commoly used by the
historians is settlement or colony. Ido not
find the word military in any of the authorities.

J’O
Page 4.- Predpriaetie. The second sylable form
the end of the word is the Russian-Ya-as in
yacht. I would spell it Pred-pri-ya-ti-ye or
if you like by the sound used by the Slavonians,-

Pred-prija-tije.




Page 6:i- TWrangell visited Fort Ross in 1833
Tikhmenief page 355, Bancroft pagex History of
Alaska P. 485. At the end of his term as governo:
of Alaska and on his way to Mexico he aga%& isited
Fort Ross. Tikhmenief history of Alaska’™ gzncroft
History of Alaska p. 554.

There is no record in the Russian histories that
Wrangell lived at Fort Ross during the period frOm
1833-1835. He wae the governor of Alaska 1931 -
1886. In the record by likhmenief there is a posi
tive statement that Wrangell was =t living at
Sitka in 1834. Capt. Ogden of the Engligh Ship
Dryad during the unpleasant meeting between the Russi
ans and the English at Stikine River was insulted
and left for Sitka to have a meeting with governor
Wrangel. Tikhmenief history of Alaska page
266. In fact all the governors lived at Sitka but
had directors at the various post in Alaska and eﬁse
where.




UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE
DIVISION OF ENTOMOLOGY AND PARASITOLOGY

BERKELEY

June
23
1927

Rev. A.P, Kashevaroff
Library and luseum
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Mr. Kashevaroff:

Your letter of May 27 together with the corrected manuscript on the
Russian Period in California were duly receiveds 1 am more than pleased
with the many valuable suggestions which you made concerning the article.
I sent immediately fHOr the May issue of the Alaska liagazine in order that
I might have available your article on Fort Ross. The magazine does not
yet appear in the files of our library but I imagine it will soon find
its way there.

My delay in answering your letter has been due to the fact that I have
endeavored to locate the post referred toly you. One of the assistant
librarians was detailed to investigate the matter and has furnished the
follow ng reporte "...No clue has been discovered concerning this post.
Mr. Rowell said he was sure it was not in the library and they reported
from Prof. Kroeber's office that there was nothing of that sort in the
museum (Anthropology). They said, however, that considerable material
of that nature had been turned over to the De Young museum in San Francisco.
There is a possibility that the post could be located there.”

wI tried also to locate the Ccapt. Hooper mentioned but was also not
successful becanse there have been too many of that name in the government
service. :

wPhe Comptroller's of fice keeps a list of all gifts to the University
but none is listed from a Capt. Hooper. Of course, it may have been
presented by some one else and it would be an almost impossible task to
read through the entire list to find that out.m

1 am writing to the De Young Museum in San Francisco to see if by any chance
the post was turned over to that institution, and will let you know develop-

ments later one.

1 also discussed with the librarian in our Bancroft Library, Bancroft's use
of the term "ocreole". He was of the opinion that Bancroft used the word in
its broader sense, that is, to mean a person of European or Asiatic parentage
born in America, rather than the localized meaning in Alaska of a person of
Buropean or Asiatic descent intermixed with Eskimo or Indian. The above
referred to librarian does not think Bancroft was familiar with the latter

definition.

Again expressing to you my great obligation and sincere appreciations, and
wi th kindest wishes, I am

Yours sincerely




professor E. O, Essig,
Berkeley, California,

Dear Professor Essig:

Many thanks for your endeavor in trying
to locate the missing post, I suppose thie historical
specimen was lost as 1t did not have the local inte-
rest for California. 1 am writing to Mr, Andrews
with the idea of having some information upon it. 1%
was he who first told me about this post.

One of our priests from Alsska 1s now at the
Univereity of California. He is a great student and
very much interested in {th-¢ history of Alaska. I
agked him to look you up. I am sure you will enjoy talking
to him,

¥y time at present 1s 80 taken up with the visiting
tourists that I practically spend my entire day 2nd part
of the night at the Museum, I am sure you realize what
that weans. There are hundreds of suestions to answer and
great deal to correct owing to misinformation gathered du-
ring the trip up from old timers, curio dealers and the
officers and crew of the steamers. It is aurgrising how
much misinformation is spread about Alaska, ometime
1 wonder if the people really believe that I am telling
them the real Alaska .

with best wishes and my sincere appreciation for your
courtesy, I am

¥incerely yours,




UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE
DIVISION OF ENTOMOLOGY AND PARASITOLOGY

BERKELEY

July
12
1927

Rev. A.P., Kashevaroff
Library and Museum
Juneau, Alasks

Dear Mr. Kashevaroff:
Yowr commnication of July 6, at hand.

Since my last letter to you I have received a
notice from the curator of the M,H, deYoung
Memorial jMuseum, Golden @ate Park, San Franci sco,
to the effect that they have never seen or heard
of the post in question. Perhaps Mr. Andrews can
give you a new clue which I could look up for you.

With kindest regards, I am

Yours sincerely Z) '
il Conry

E. O, Essig
Professor of Entomology

Ms i14q
FLDR 4

F13




UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE
DIVISION OF ENTOMOLOGY AND PARASITOLOGY

BERKELEY

Sep tember
26
19 27

Reve A, Po Kashevaroff
Library and Museum
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Mr, Kashevaroff:

In reference to the Naming of Mt, St, Helena which was first
ascended by Wosnosensky in 1848, there are two opinions
relative to the origin of the name, The first belief was that
the mountain was named after Helena, wiffe of Commandant
Rotscheff, but the generally accepted belief now is that it
was namd after the Empress of Russia., In order to check this
I have endeavored to find out something regarding the Empress
of Russia at that time., My encyclopedia which gives Nicholas
I. as Emperor during the period in question, makes no mention
of any woman of the name of Helema. \7Yl.

Could it have been derived from some other Empress of Russia?
I know of no one else who can help me with this predicament
and will appreciate any suggestions you can give me relative
to the matter,

Yours sincerely

E. 0. Essig
Pro fessor of




October 4,

£
‘ornia,

LTter recelving your letter
nave search® 11 available records on Russian

history and especia] ly that of the Imperial fami-
1y during the period you mention. I cannot find
thet any one wes named Helena at that time,
I have only once come across the name of Rotscheff.
Father Venlaminov mentions that Rotacheff was lea-
ving for Russila,

Is 1t not yOSﬁiblﬁ that the Et, 8t. Helena
was named after the Empress Helenz, the nmpther of
St. Constantine? The Russians nemed so many places
in Aleeks in honor of the-Saint honored the day a

iscovery was made., St. Constantine and St. Helena
are honored on May 21 by The Julian Pdlendcr, which

would be on the 3 of June according to Gregorian
Calendar in the 19th century.

Very truly yours,




UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE
DIVISION OF ENTOMOLOGY AND PARASITOLOGY

BERKELEY

October
37
1927

Rev., A, P, Kashevaroff
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Mr. Kashevaroff:

Your canmnication of October 4 relative to
the possible naming of Mt. St. Helena, at hand,

I am quite sure your solution is correct and I
greatly appreciate your kindness in giving me

the informmtion. I have mede a mumber of trips
to Fort Ross and find it a most interesting place,
in fact, it is more interesting every time I go
there,

With kindest personal regards, I am

Yours sincerely

E. O, ESSig
rrofessor of




UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE
DIVISION OF ENTOMOLOGY AND PARASITOLOGY

BERKELEY

November
second
1927

Reve A, P, Kashevaroff
Juneau, Alaska

My dear Mr., Kashevaroff:

In further reference to the history of the Russians at
Fort Ross, I have fouhd tw drawings made of the fort by
early visitors, one by Duhaut-Cilly in 1828, and the
other by the so-called "King's Orphan" in 1843. So far,
however, I have been unsble to locate any reference to a
reproduction made by the Russians themselves, and it has
occurred to me that somewhere in the history of the
Russian-American Company there must be a sketch of some
sort of the settlement at Ross,

Therefare, I am taking the libergy of again troubling you
with regard to another detail., It is an important one
from the fact that all of the early English and other
visitors apparently disagree as to the size of the
quadrangle, as well as to the location and number of
impor tant buildings,.

With appreciations and kindest regards, I am

Yours sincerely

E. O, ESSig
EQOE:ek Professor of Elogy




Fovewber 11,

Professor E.0. Essig,
Univeraity of Californis,
Berkeley, Calif.

My dear Professor Essig:

N 1 have gone over all the Russlan writers
on Fort Rose since receiving your letter in order to find some
sketch of the settlement but outside of the description of the
Post I cannot find any reproduction, In Golovnin's " writings
and traslations® I came across a sketch of the Farallone Islands
but net of Fort Rose,

Te your recquest to give the si.e of the guadrangle, I glve
you two versions, Khlebnikoff,in his work-"The material for the
history of Russian settlements on shores of the Eastern Ocean",
ecives the size as 42 x 38 sazens in a square. Bancroft, using
the same figsures on page 483 in foot note, calls them fathoms.
In the Russian-American dictionary by Alexandroff, a sazen is
computed es 7 Znglish feet. This gives us 994 feet in the quadrarde.
Potekhin, whom I quoted in my article in the Alaska Magazine,
gives the size as 170 sazens square. This gives us 1190 feet,
computing a sezen at 7 feet.

a8 to the number and location of the buildings, Potekhin
enumerates them zs I reproduced them in my articel in the Nagazine.
Klebnikoff mentions "The director's house, barracks, warehouse,
or magazine, barn, kitchen, shops, bath house, wind mill, 2nd other
buildinge finished in 1814%, Thekr location is given by Potekhin,
but not by Khlebnikoff. See Alaska Magazine,

Historian Tikhmenieff does not give the dimensior of the
guadrangle,

Golovnin simply gives the description of the location and
the amount of agricultural work accomplished.

I am sorry I cannot give you any definite information on
the date you seek.
Very eincerely yours,

Carator.




UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE
DIVISION OF ENTOMOLOGY AND PARASITOLOGY

BERKELEY

November
21
1927

Rev., A, P, Kashevaroff
Library and lMuseum
Juneau, Alaska

My dear Mr. Kashevaroff;

I very greatly appreciate your kind letter of November 11
glving me the information relative to the dimensions of
Fort Ross, I shall be glad to use this and while you are
not able to give me a reproduction of the fort, the fact
that none is available is worth recording and will at
least put this doubt at rest,

I was talking with Mr. Healy yesterday and he gave me an
interesting report of yourself: Mr. Healy is a teacher in
one of the San Francisco high schools and made several

trips to the Pribilof Islands and others for natural history
collecting during the past two sumers., 1 hope some summer

I widl be able to make a trip to Alaska and widl have a chance
to call upon you. In case you ever come to California I

shall expect you to come to see me: I should then, perhaps,
have the opportunity of returning some of your kindnesses to
me.

Yours sincerely

E. 0. Essig
Pro fessor of




Hovember 28, 1227

Professcr E.0. Es
Coliege of Agric
Berkeley, Colif.

Ky dear Professor Essig:

I would suggest thet Lﬁ;are you uee my
intormetion re ive to the reproduction of the Fort Ross due
ring the Russian Ocoupation, vnu zive me one more effort in
1OCut¢u» & draving of this plee I have just received a
from a -riend from the Libray of Congress, in charge of the |
sian secotion,vho informe =me that he 1s about to rec eiva 2ll the
archisves of the Russizn-Americsn ! Company th?t versa t ken to
WaBhington just after the tramefer., T am about to 28k him to loak
over these papers to see if there might ve some drs: 1r¢ amongst
the papers, I am sure ke will be ~lzd to get a sketch for me,

1f there 18 one amongst the old srchives, He 1is very much inte-

ted in Alaska 28 his pz;ndfathar wae one of the first RQusceian
pricﬂts in charge of the Sitka Cathedral., I have done quite a bit
of research work for him and have never asked for a return favor
whick he alwavs mentions of being anxious to do for me,

You may get your picture after all, If there is no drawing
then you cen be sure that the Russians never made one,

#ith best wishes for the holiday season

Sins serely yours,

Curator




UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE
DIVISION OF ENTOMOLOGY AND PARASITOLOGY

BERKELEY

December
fifth
1927

Mres As P, Kashevaroff
Libraty and Museum
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Mr. Kashevaroff:

Your commnication of November 28 was indeed a most welcome
one, and I shall certainly be pleased to have any informa-
tion that you may be able to get from your friend at the
Library of Congress, reflecting amy further data regarding
Ft. Ross. Surely, if a drawing exists, he will find it,

I am now endeavoring to run down through local accounts

some more definite information regarding the plaque placed
on the top of Mt. St. Helena by Wosnosensky and have now
cleared the field, In 1912 on the one lmndredth anniversary
of the discovery of Mt. St. Helena a plaque was unveiled
there in commemoration of the discoverers.

With very kindest regards and best wishes for the holiday
season, I am

Yours very sincerely

|
E. O, Essig /
Pro fessor of Entomology

(V,




UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE
DIVISION OF ENTOMOLOGY AND PARASITOLOGY

BERKELEY

January
ninth
1928

Rev. A. P. Kashevaroff
Library ani lMuseum
Juneau, Alaska

Dear lr., Kashevaroff:

After having worked over the material on the Russian
Period in its relation to the development of entomology
in California for about a year now, I have at last put
it into as nearly final form as present information
permits. In view of numerous changes I am taking the
liverty of sending the mamscript to you again with the
hope that I am not asking too much for you to look it
over once more in order to check on any gross errors,

I assure you it will be greatly appreciated and with

best wishes for a Happy New Year, I am

Yours sincerely

B, 0, Essig
Professor of /Entomology




Wf‘; 149
Fooe

4+ 923

Janvary 28, 1928

Professor £.0, Eszsig,
College of Agriculture
University of California,
Berkeley, Calif.

Dear Professor Essipg:

Your chanter on the Russian period in
alifornia has been received, I read 1§ with much interssi
and enjoymsat. Except for the svelling of the Russian names
I have not mede any refernces to the fHext. I 4id, however,
find some interesting items in connection wiith the sprinkling
of the trees with holy weter by a Husslan priest, ?Drtungt}gﬁ
our Library has the original manuscripis of Father Venlamindv,
In his travel journal, writtea in his own haadwriting.l repro-
duce an entry that will interest you,

b
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I was also able to find the blographles o

snd Rotcheff ( not Rozcheff).

I find a number of Princes Cagerin in the Encycleopaedis
by Brokhau and Efron, From the Number of Caghins emumerated
I zelect Paul PaviewdkiCagerin, (1720-1272) T find that
Gagarins were very préminent in scientific and diplometic ser-
vice and were of high social stsnding, but in no way related to
to ihe Roval family. In the life of Fathsr Venilaminov, by
Barsukov on page 158 I find a letier written Dy Father Venla-
minov, date Sitka, Aleska April 29, 1842, in which the Father
mentions £hat Alexander Gavrilovich Rotchef and Heleana Pavlecvna
are leaving for Europe. The Pavliovna is the first name of her
father. It is the Russian custom to use the father's firs
name 7or the middle name of the children of the family, For inst-
ance: all my children use Andreevic or Andreevna for their
middles names. Andreevich for the bey and Andreevna for the
girls.

Rotchef, not Rozchef, Alexander Gavrilovich, (1813-1873)
Wwriter, graduate of the Moscow University; translated great
deal from Schiller, Shakespear and Victor Hugo; wrote lyric
poems; traveled in southern Europe, Asia, Africa and America;
Sent. travelogues from all ithese points to journzls and newspapers.
In 1850 wrote exclusively for "The St. Petresburg Wedomosty" and
¥The Severnaja Ptchela"; Was in charge of the publication of
“The St. Petresburg Police Leaflet®. Prior to the Crimean war
published a brochure,- "The truth about England and the expansion
of 1ts possessions in all parts of the World",(1854). 1In the
latter part of 1860 he served in Tashkent and took part in editing
nThe Turkestan Wedomosty" At the close of his life was collaborator
in "Sarstov Leaflets of Information". Also published " The Reminis-

cences of a Russian Traveler ia the West Indies, California and

East Indies®. Pantea, 1354, Vol. 7.
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE
DIVISION OF ENTOMOLOGY AND PARASITOLOGY

BERKELEY

February
13
1928

Rev. A. P, Kashevaroff
Library and Museum
Juneau, Alaska

My dear Mr. Kashevaroff:

Your very fine letter of January 23
together with notes on my chapter of Russian Period in California,
at hand,

I certainly appreciate the interest and
help you have given me in this matter. What I said about the sprink-
ling of the fruit trees simply showed my ignorsnce of the habits of
the times. I am going to incorporate this note instead of my remarks,
I am also incorporating the notes regarding Rotchef and the Gagarin
princes,

I am very much interested in the refer-
ence you gave me entlitled "Material for the history of Russian
settlements on shores of Eastern Ocean", by Khlebnikof, pages 97, 98,
Volume 3, Can you give me the date of this publication? Is it the
same reference which I have included in my manuscript as "Materialui
dhlia Istoriy Zaselenie, etc, (St. Petersburg, 1861). (History of
the Colonies on the west shores of the Pacific Ocean,)"?

With very kindest regards and sincere
appreciations, I am

Yours sincerely

EOE: ek E. 0. Essig
Professor of Entomplogy
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March 3, 1928

Profeseor E.0, Essig,
College of Agricudture,
University of California,
Berkely, Californisa,

Dezr Professor Essig: }

The reference you mention-"Materisluy dhlia Istorly
Russkikh Zaseienle Po Beregam Wostochnago Okeanz® St, Fetersburg, 18€1,
Is the reference I mention., The literal tromslation is:- * lMaterial
for the history of Russian settlements on shores of Tastern Ocesn"

{Botes by K.Khlebnlkoff on Americs) These notes were gathered by

Khlebnikoff while living in Alaska., Beside ile own observation and
study he incorporated many of the writings of Explorers, travelers
and geagra?hers of that period. They were printed a2t 3t. Petersburg
in 18€1,

Are you acguainted with Mrs, Tethel Birdsall Darling? ZJFhose
address is 2610 Hilleges Ave, Berkele§? ¥re, Darling has lived at
Home and ie known by her verses on Alaska and particularly by the part
teken in Alaska dog Derby. I read in the "Alaska Weekly" thas she
will be in charge of a2 large tourist party to Alasgksa. I am very
much interested in this particular party from the fact that at last
one tourist party will have en intelligent and well informed guide.

I do not know the extent of her knowledge about our section of the
country, but considering her ability as a writer I am sure she will
fulfdll her work with credit to herself and the Territory.

The majority of guides in charge of touring parties are men with
but 2 smattering scouaintence with Alaska and the information they
supply to the traveling public is such that when i1 reaches me I am
quite appalled that these guides can'get away with it¥., I have just
written to X¥rs. Darling, offering her the courtesies of the Museum and
i{te Curator. I do not know if she has ever hesrd of me, She may be
dubicus as to the services I can render her pariy, and she may resent
my interference with her work. Some of the guides are very touchy
about their way of conducting the tourist. ¥y only deslire is to give
her and her party pleasure and entertainment during thelr stay at
Juneau, I sugrested that she ring you up, If she does I hope you
will tell her who and what I am, I may be of benefit to them when they
come to view the Museum znd its specimens., They may be interested in
the Totem lore. And they certainly can view the "Curlosity" in
charge of the Museum,

With kindest regards and best wishes

§1ncerely yours

Curator.




UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA
COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE
DIVISION OF ENTOMOLOGY AND PARASITOLOGY

BERKELEY

February
25
1929 7

Rev. A, P. Kashevaroff
Libraery and Museum
Juneau, Alaska

My dear lMr, Kashevaroff:

I am wondering if you can give
me the date of publication of Khlebinkof's material
for history of Russian settlements., You gave me the
reference to this but the date was omitted,

I have had a number of interest-
ing visitors who have been in touch with, notably the
youag student from Alaska and the publisher, lr,
Russell,

Trusting everything is going along
nicely with you, I am

Yours sincerely

E, 0. Essig
Professor Entomology




UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE
DIVISION OF ENTOMOLOGY AND PARASITOLOGY

BERKELEY

March
18
19 28

Reve A, P, Kashevaroff
Library and Museum
Juneau, Alaska

Iy dear Mr. Kashevaroffs

Thank you kindly for your letter of
March 3 giving the data regarding the Khlebnikoff article.

I am also very much interested in what
you say regarding lMrs. Darling and I shall, indeed, be most happy
to give her all possible information regarding yourself. I am
sure that she and her party would profit greatly by getting in
touch with you and your storehouse of information, I agree that
mo st information regarding historical facts are usually so
garbled that one gets only an inkling of the truth while signifi-
cant facts are always obscured.

I trust this will find you in good
health and spirits and I assure you that I have more than
appreciated your kind help and the splendid spirit in which you
have offered it.

Yours sincerely

EOE : ek E. 0. Essig
Professor of Entom




March €, 19297

- Professor E,0] Essig,
University of Californie,
Division of Entomology

Berkeley, Czlifornia:

My dear Professor Essig:

Answering your recquest for the date
of Publication of Khlebnikof's Material for the History of
Russian settlements, I am pleased to supply you with the
missing data, % St., Petersburg, Printing Press of the

I am glad to hear that you had a visit from Father
Lavrischeff a8 I wanted him to meet you., Mr. Russel has
asked me to supply him with some information of Princess
Helena, and I quoted from a letter writéen to you on the
subject.

Are you not thinking of making a visit to Alaska?
I am sure you would enjoy the trip to our section of the
country. To make you a2 1little familisr with what we have
to offer; I am mailing you a small pamphlet on Juneau.

This is but & very small portion of what you will see
if vou do come.

¥ith best wishes to you, I am

Bincerely yours




UNIVERSITY 'OF CALIFORNIA
COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE
DIVISION OF ENTOMOLOGY AND PARASITOLOGY

BERKELEY

Merch
i3
19 29

Reve A, Po Kashevaroff
Library and Museum
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Father Kashevaroff:
. I appreciate your letter of
March 6 giving the information about KhlebniRof,

-and thank you very much for sending it to me,

I had a very

E o
father Lavrischeff, whom I was inde

I do not believe it will be
possible for me to make a trip to Alaska although
nothing would please me more than to visit your

interesting and charming country. Perhaps, some day

£

I shall be able“to do soe.
With kindest regards, I am

Yours sincerely

EQE: ek E. O. Essig
Professor of En










UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE
DIVISION OF ENTOMOLOGY AND PARASITOLOGY

BERKELEY

June
26
1929

Rev. A, P, Kashevaroff
Juneau, Alaska
Dear Father Kashevaroff:

Your very interesting letter of
June 6 relative to Russian Hill in San Francisco, at
hand.

I do not know anything about this
matter but have taken the liberty of forwarding a copy
of your letter to the Secretary of the California Histor-
ical Society in San Francisco, hoping from her to secure
the information for you. I am very much interested in
what you say.

Yours sincerely

EQE: ek E. 0. Essig
' Professor of Ent




UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA
COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE
DIVISION OF ENTOMOLOGY AND PARASITOLOGY

BERKELEY

July
ninth
1929

Rev, A. P, Kashevaroff
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Father Kashevaroff:

In response to my inquiry re warding the possible burying place of
Tidshipmen Toolubyev, Miss Dorothy H of the California Historical
ciety has written me as follows.

®I had never heard of the mormument before, nor have I been able to
find anyone who has. I have searched in a good many of the books in our
library and can find no record of it.

"Two explanations of the naming of Russian Hill have been given me.,
Some say that it was named because there used to be a Russian burying
ground there, and others that the Russian cemetery was not there but
somewhere else, and that the name was given because of a Russian colony
here in the 'fifties. Dr. A. T. Leonard, Jr., tells me that he has a
diagram showing the location of the cemetery on Russian Hill (but not the
tombstones) and says that after the fire of 1906 the tombstones were
gathered together and thrown into an old well, which he thinks is now
under an apartment house. He said that he would gledly assist anyone in
trying to locate this apartment house, but the well is probably sealed
over. His address is 1124 Fulton St., San Franeisco, in case you wish to
communi cate with him.

"On the chance that Toolubyev's body had been removed at some time
to the old Yerba Buena cemetery, I made inguiry of the Californie Genea-
logical Society, which has & list of nsmes from the tombstones of that
cemetery, but the reply was that the name was not among them. The
California State Library could also give me no infommation, and two former
residents of Russian Hill to whom I have written have not replied."

I sorry that the above is not the information for which you
t e

but I felt tha ven so it would be of interest to you.
With kindest regards, I am

Yours sincerely

2By

B, 0. Essig
Professor of Entomology
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Sept, 15, 1933

Professor E,0, Essig, :
Acgocinte Professor of Tntomology,
University of Californie,
Barkeley, California,

My dear Professor Besig:

It is over five years since T have
wiitten to you snd during this period have not hesrd from
you. I am greatly interested in your menuserint on the
history of Fort “eoss and feel thst throush my 8licht effort
you were able to put out & comparstively correct record of
this history. I have been looking forward #6 getting 2 copy
of thie work if it was published, Believine that your excele
lent work hae not been published so far, I would like to ret

& copy of the manuscript on the historical part. Would it

- HFFY
ve possible to have a copy made for me? I _prepared to =tand

the expense of this extra work and would greatly aprrecinte
the courtesy of recelving this from you,

With the kindeast remembrance of our interesting correg-
nondence in the past and with best wishes, T an

S8incerely yourse




Orifeasor ©. 0. Tesig,
University of California
Berkeley, Calif.

My dear Professor Essig:
1 am so pleased to get your able

sarticle " Thk Ruseian Settlement st Ross" , Please accept

my sincere apnreciation and deep thanks for your courtesy
in sending me this booklet. I have enjoyed reading your
version and have gained more knowledge thereby.

I feel that I know you but would enjoy mecting vou
in person. I hope some day ycu will come to Alscska to

reallv cet accuainted with the country and its people

¥4{th kindest regarde

Yery sinceresly yours

2404y J [

Curator Alzska Historiocal
Library and Museum




UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA
COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE
DIVISION OF ENTOMOLOGY AND PARASITOLOGY

BERKELEY

November 20, 1933,

Rev. A. P. Kashevaroff,
Curator Alaska Historical Library and Museum,
Juneau, Alaska.

My dear Reverend Kashevaroff:

I am gratified to have your commuinication
of November 3rd and to know that you were pleased with
the paper on the Russian Settlement at Ross.

It is one of my standing plans to make a
trip some summer to Alaska, at which time I shall certainly
be most happy to ecall upon you and to become personally
acquainted with you.

Assuring you that I have very greatly
appreciated your kind help in so many ways, and with bvest
wishes, I am

Yours sincerely,

B, O. ﬁssig
Professor of Entom




737 Bush 3t San Francisco, Calif,
Feb. 13, 1927

Degr Father Andrew:

I showed Nadia Lavrova Iy copy of the Alaska Magazine
and she has given you a nice little write-up in this
Sunday's paper. I send you the clipping,

I have had the pictures of Fort Ross prénted, too--
but they are not very goods The one of the Governor's House
i1s rather good, though. It was one of those real Alaskan days
with a high fog and the sun slanting through the fog
~-lovely to look at but not so good for pictures.

The old Russian block house that used to be there is
now but a pile of ruins. Two of the octagnal corners remain
standing-~they are worn-eaten, weather-beaten, decaying and
ashen grey, A pile of ghostly logs fast disintegrating, 1I
did not get a picture of themn, unfortunately,

I have Just discovered a new book written by
Resanov, called THE VOYAGE OF NOCOLAI REZANOV TO NUEVA CALIFORNIA
but it is not in at the library just yet. I expect to get it
next week, I shall let you know about it as soon as I can get it,
I am trying to find out who ownes the land and the bulildings
at Fort Ross now. The Sunday we were there éveryone had gone away.,
But Nadia can find out for you,

About Princess Helene de Gagarin--you will find in
Sir George Simpson's Voyages published in 1847-~which you
no doubt have in the Territorial library, all about her--the wife
of the last Russian Governor of Fort Ross. She was of royal
blood and was cast off by her family for marrying the Governor
Alex Rotscheff, although he was a brilliant man., From notes
copled from a periddttal I f1nd thls: written of Fort Ross in
the later daye of its glory: by Gertrude Atherton:

"Behind the settlement was a lofty mountain spiked

with redwoods. The Russians bullt skillfully of redwoods,
The last Governor Alex. Rotscheff and his beautiful bride
Princese Helene de Gargarin, blond of the purest most
€Xquisite type, brilliant, amlable, pocsessing a2 Parisian
werdrobe which made rer tloom like an orchard in a desert, came
making Fort Ross gay as a court of Monterey. The elegance and the
luxury of the Russians st Ross astonished the Californians., . .
Prince Solano, Chief of the Sonoma Indians Saw the Princessg
delene and planned to storm the Fort and carry her off,"

And 51r George Simpson, who was the Fovernor of the Hudsons
Bay Fur Colonies &nd writss of a tine from 1841 to 1342, camc
to Fort Roes jJust as the Russiane were abandoning it. I have copied
from his book--which is a rare volume down here and obtainable
only by sending to the State library at Sacramento., (I saw it
five years ago and have not besn able to get 1t since.) Here ig
what he sald about them at Fort Ross:




2

"I found sbout a hundred souls, men, women and children, all
patriotically delighted to exchange the lovely climate of
Californla for the ungenial skies of 81tka, and that, too,

at the espense of making a long voyage in an old, crazy tub, st
the stormiest season of the year; but to this general rule thers
had been on exceptlion, in as much as they had lost two days

in waltling, but alas in vain, for a young woman, who had

abjured allke her country and her husband for the sake of one of
the dons of San Francisco,"

S1lr George was also at Sitka when the princess set sall in the
Constantine-~-I think 1t was--for Russia. I have no notes on
thlse In fact I find I have lost many of my notes on Fort Ross,
I oned them to a writer, and it is only now that I want them
that I find she never returned them,

As to the present in Fort Rosss

On July 4, 1925, the old Russian Church at Ross opened 1its
doors again to worshipers after almost a century of rest,
Father Uladimir S8akovich, rector of the Russian Orthodox
Churchat San Francisco, chose this day in compliment to America,
to celebrate the first mass--or liturgy? in the old fort since
the early Russlans sold their fort to Capt. John A, Sutter.

Father Sokovich plans to say mass there each year on this date.
&e d4dd this year--I mean in 1826, also.

And now for my visit to the old place, Fagther,

As I say, 1t was an Alaskan day of sun and fog and sumbeams
striking down through the fog on the lazy old green Pacific
rolling along the coast--a coast much like that about Kodisk
with round treeless hills, and then a mountain covered with
redwoods(in Kodiak it would have been spruce). We drove

along a mountain road that clung to the steep side high above
the sea, and could look down at the kepp beds and the flocks of
black sesabirds floating there, Finally we looked ahead and saw
a flat place backed by a kxxkx hill of redwoods. It looked
Just the kxind of a place a Russian would chose to build his
settlement--I was judging by Alaska., And sure enough a moment
later we saw the 1little old Church, with the Governors House
and the ruined block house near it, That 1s all that remains
of 0ld Fort Ross. You can see by the pilcture of the Governor's
House~-now undergoing repairs and renovation, that it 1s built
exactly like the Russlan Houses in desr 0ld 3itkaes I climbed
out of the car and rush toward the Governor's house as if to

my mother, The clapboarding had been removed to insert

new logs about the foundation, and the long porch that you
Sitka people used to have on your houses, had also been taken
away temporidetrly. We went through the old rooms that had seen
so much of romance and terror from Spaniards and Indians, and
upstairs in the loft. A frlend with me who 18 a sallor said the
whole place had been put together by sallor men--shlf carpenters,
The Californias have guet awakened to the fact that they should
preserve all this, I'11 find out what soclety ame doling it.

The 01d church is madé of redwood planks upended and put together
Yith great shlps spilkes., We found 1te pltifully barn-like
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jnsidew=~and very small, but built to conform with the
plans of all the Russian Churches. It had once been whitewashed
inside, these great hewed plankse~but now the whitewash 1s
worn awaye Drisd ferns tacked to the wall kpoke of the
decorations made for the last service held there in July 1926,
1t was a sad looking little church, and the very ugliest _
Russian Church I've ever seen=-you Know all over Alaska the Russian
churches are beautifuls I wae quite down-caste-but maybe thls
was because the little place has been so long neglectedes

Despite all this it falrly vilbrales with the romance of the
Russians--there is a Russian feel in the alr at Fort ROSSw-
air clean and bracing as that of the Aleutlans. And out in
front on the little point seen from the Governors house 18 the
rombins of an old hoist that they used to use for swinglng up
frelght from the beach below., And there is a sort of road
bed still visible coming up from the beach on which the Aleuts
with back loads of seaotter taken from under the very nose of
the padres in Sam Fran e¢lsco bay, and the Farralones, used to
come up to the warehouses near the Governors House, And the
crying of sea birds 1s the same as 1n Alaska, of couree.

It 18 strange to see this little old Church so different in
style from the adobe Missions the padres were bullding at the
gsame time, It looks very foreign down here, Father, very
picturesques It glves one a thrill to see bto

There is no trace of the stockade that once gurrounded the
fortmayou'll find a descriptlon in Bancroft's nistory of Alaska,
and in Dall's Alaskae I can get these descriptions for you

if you do not'have those books=-~but of course you have them

in the Territorial librarye But I'11l tell you what is still
there-=the orghard that the Russians planted.; They tried to raise
a garden and fruits you know, but the frults &Lg better than the
vegetables. (The lady Spaniards wouldn't do anything like this)
Sir George Simpson was forever contrasting the activity of the
Russians with the laziness and indolence of the Californlans.

But the applesrees of the Russigns at Fort Ross have

brought a crop regularly every years now for 113 years, In 1925
the yelld was large. These trees have escaped all the blights
of California and the old timers say it 1s because a Russian
priest sprinkled them with Holy Water when he

planted them--in the year Napoleon invated Russla.

And now dear Father Andrew, I1've answered all yourguestlons
except who owns the place now, and who 1s restoring the Governors

Houses These I shall answer as soon as I can &ind out. If you

want me to 1cok up Helene--I'1ll send to Sacramento for the booOK~=
though 1t may take some time.

I awalt the next number of the Alaska Magazine with the keenest
OYe

e Sourdoughly yours




737 Bush 3t San Francisco, Calif,
Feb, 13, 1927

Degr Father Andrew:

I showed Nadia Lavrova my copy of the Alaska Magazine
and she has given you a nice little write-up in this
Sunday'e paper. I send you.the clipping,

I have had the pictures of Fort Ross prénted, too-~
but they are not very goods The one of the Governor's House
1s rather good, though. It was one of those real Alaskan days
with a high fog and the sun slanting through the fog
~=-lovely to look at hut not so good for pilctures.

The old Russian block house that used to be there 1is
now but a pile of ruins, Two of the octagnal corners remain
standing--they are worn-eaten, wecather-beaten, decaying and
ashen grey, A pile of ghostly logs fast dieintegrating, I
did not get a picture of them, unfortunately.

I have Juet discovered a new book written by a man named
Resanov, called THE VOYAGE OF NOCOLAI REZANOV TO NUEVA CALIFORNIA
but it is not in at the library Jjust yet. I expect to get it
next week, I shall let you know about it as soon as I can get it.
I am trying to find out who ownes the land and the buildings
at Fort Ross now. The Sunday we were there everyone had gone aways.
But Nadia can find out for you,

About Princess Helene de Gagarin--you will find in
Sir George Simpson's Voyages published in 1847-=which you
no doubt have in the Territorial library, all about her--the wife
f the last Russian Governor of Fort Ross. She was of royal
blood and was cast off by her famlly for marrying the Governor
Alex Rotscheff, although he was a brilliant man, From notes
copled from a perlddital I find this: written of Fort Ross in
the later daye of its glory: by Gertrude Athertons
"Behind the settlement was a lofty mountain spiked
with redwoods, he Russians buillt sgkillfully of redwoods,
The last Governor Alex. Rotscheff and his beautiful bride
Princess Helene de Gargarin, blond of the purest most
exquislite type, brllliant, amiable, poesessing a Parlsian
wardrobe which made her bloom like an orchard in a desert, came
making Fort Ross gay as a court of Monterey. The elegance and the
luxury of the Russlans at Ross astonished the Californians. . .
Prince Solano, Chief of the Sonoma Indians S8aw the Princess
flelene and planned to storm the Fort and carry her off."

And S1ir George Simpson, who was the Governor of the Hudso
Bay Fur Colonies #nd writes of a time from 1841 to 1842, cams
to Fort Ross just as the Russianes were abandoning it. I have copied
from his book--which is a rare volume down here and obtalnable
only by sending to the State library at Sacramento. (I saw it
five years ago and have not been able to get 1t since.) Here is
what he saild gbout them at Fort Rosgs:




2

"I found about a hundred souls, men, women and children, all
patriotically delighted to exchange the lovely climate of
California for the ungenial skies of Sitka, and that, too,

at the espense of making a long voyage in an old, crazy tub, at
the stormiest season of the year; but to this general rule there
had been on exceptlon, in as much as they had lost two days

in walting, but alae in vain, for a younz woman, who had

abijured allke her country and her husband for the sake of one of
the dons of San Francisco."

Slr George was also at Sitka when the princess set sail in the
Consgtantine~-~I think 1t was-=for Russia. I have no notes on
thlss In fact I find I have lost many of my notes on Fort Rogs.
I ¥oned them to a writer, and it is only now that I want them
that I find she never returned them,

As to the preéent in Fort Ross:

On July 4, 1925, the old Russimn Church at Ross opened its
doors again to worshipers after almost a century of rest.,
Father ¥ladimir Sakovich, rector of the Russian Orthodox
Churchat San Francisco, chose this day in compliment to America,
to celebrate the first mass--or liturgy? in the old fort since
the early Russlans sold thelr fort to Capt. John A, Sutter,

Father Sokovich plans to say mass there esch year on this date.
He 48d thls year--I mean in 1826, also.

And now for my visit to the old place, Fgther.

As I say, 1t was an Alaskan day of sun and fog and sumbeams
striking down through the fog on the lazy old green Pgcific
rolling along the coast--a coast much like that about Kodiak
wilth round treeless hills, and then a mountain covered with
redwoods(in Kodlak it would have been spruce). We drove

along a mountain road that clung to the steep side high above
the sea, and could look down at the kepp beds and the flocks of
black seabirds floating there, inally we looked ahead and saw
a flat place backed by a kixxkx hBll of redwoods. It looked
Just the kind of a place a Russian would chose to build his
settlement--I was Jjudging by Alaska., And sure enough a moment
later we saw the little old Church, with the Governors House
and the ruined block housge near it. That is all that remains
of 0ld Fort Ross. You can see by the picture of the Governor's
House==now undergoling repalrs and renovation, that it 1s built
exagctly like the Russlan Houseg in dear old Slitkas I climbed
out of the car and rush toward the Governor's house as if to

my mother, The clapboarding had been removed to insert

new logs about the foundatlion, and the long porch that you
Sitka people uged to have on your houses, had also been taken
away temporimtrly, We went through the o0ld rooms that had seen
so much of romance and terror from Spaniards and Indians, and
upstairs in the lofts A ffrlend with me who 18 a sallor sald the
whole place had been put together by sallor men--shlf carpenters.
The Californias have éust awgkened to the fact that they should
preserve all this. I'll find out what soclety sme dolng it,

The 0ld church is madé of redwood planks upended and put together
yith great shlps splkess We found its pltifully barn-like
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insidew=-and very small, but bullt to conform with the
plans of all the Russian Churches. It had once been whitewashed
ineide, these great hewed planksw~but now the whltewash 1s
worn awaye Dried ferns tacked to the wall &poke of the
decorations made for the last service held there in July 1926,
It was a sad looking little church, and the very ugllest
Russian Church I've ever seen=<-you know all over Alaska the Russlan
churches are beautifuls I wae quite down-cast=-but maybe this
was because the little place has been so long neglected,

Deepite all this it fairly vibrates with the romance of the
Russiang-=there is a Russlian feel in the alr at Fort Rosse-
air clean and bracing as that of the Aleutianse And out in
front on the 1little point seen from the Governors house 18 the
roméing of an old hoist that they used to use for swinging up
freight from the beach belows And there is a sort of road
bed still visible coming up from the beach on which the Aleuts
with back loads of secaotter taken from under the very nose of
the padres in Sam Fran ce¢isco bay, and the Farralones, used to
come up to the warchouses near the Governors House, Aand the
crying of sea birds 1s the same as ln Alaska, of course,

It is strange to see this little old Church so different in
style from the adobe Misslions the pa@res were bullding at the
same time, It looks very forelgn down here, Father, very
pilcturesques It gives one a thrill to see Bt,

There 18 no trace of the stockade that once surrounded the
forte=you'll find a descriptlion in Bancroft's history of Alaska,
and in Dall's Alaskae I can get these descriptions for you

if you do not have those books=~but of course you have them

in the Territorial librarye But I'1l tell you what is still
there==the orghard that the Russians planted, They tried to raise
a garden and fruits you know, but the fruilts 41d better than the
vegetables. (The lady Spaniards wouldn't do anything like this)
Sir George Simpson was forever contrasting the actlvity of the
Russians with the laziness and indolence of the Callfornians,

But the applestrees of the Russigns at Fort Ross have

brought a crop regularly every years now for 1ll3 years. In 1925
the yelld wge larges These trees have esmcaped all the blights
of Californis and the old timers say 1t 1s because a Russlan
priest sprinkled them with Holy Water when he

planted them=-in the year Napoleon invated Russla,

And now dear Father Andrew, I've answered all youryuestions
except who owns the place now, and who is restorlng the Governors
Houses These I shall answer as soon as I can &ind oute If you
want me to lcok up Helene--I'1ll send to Sacramento for the book==
though 1t may take some tlme,

I awalt the next number of the Alaska Magazine with the keenest

Joye

Sourdoughly yours

-~
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EDWARD J
/PALO ALTO, CALIFORNIA
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March 6, 1923

lir, Edward Jesurunm,
Pal° ntﬂ, C&lo

Deor Mr, Jesurum:

I am very glad to get your letter of Jan, 22 last as also the
very interesting photographs of Fort Ress Chapel, I am very much interested in
this Fort and in all of its history which we have in our Territerisl Library at
Junemu, I am very pleased to learn that you tske such a lively interest in my wokk,

We have an historical Society of which I am the secretary., I do grest
deal of research work in all phases pertaining to the histery of Alaska as alee to
its ethnologicak and anthropologiedl wrk. Any photographs that you may take
will be very acceptable,

Seeing your interest in our work I take the liberty of offering you a
membership-in ithe Aluska Historical Asseciation, The dues for active members is
$5.00, peyable in advance md for Associate members only $1.00 per year, both from
the date of sendingga check,

The Territory has a museum which at present contains the most complete
collection of Eskimo antiquities found amywhere in United States., It also has many
wonderful specimens from other parts of Alaska, so that the museum is growing ra-

- pidly in scope and importance. There is also a Territorial library that has slmost
all of early Alaskan explorers, geologists, geographers and historians, lost of
these books are long out of print, I think our library is the most complete of its
kind in United States, probably with the exception of the Congressional library.

I hope som® day you may take a trip to Alaska and visit our institution,
I shall be only tooglad to extend the courtesies of the library and the museum to
Youe

Please accept my sincere appreciation fo your courtesy in sending the
photographs and let me hear from you in reference to the membership in the Asso-
ciation,

I have never met Captain Williams but I know Mr, and Mrs. Kennedy.
Will you please remember me to them when you see them.

Very sincerely yours,










RUSSIANS HOLD ANNUAL SERVICE AT FORT ROSS
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Scenes at Fort Ross, western Sonoma county, the his toric Russian settlement founded in 1812 where Native
Sons joined yesterday with Russians from every part of the state in religious service.. Pictures are upper left)
Fort Ross hotel, the ‘“mansion” of the Russian governor of the colony; (upper right) the-old chapel partly restored
by the state; (lower) ruins of one of the block houses with which the settlement was defended against Indian in-
vaders; small inset) huge millstone used by the colonists in crushing grain. i :
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Russian Bishop Officiates
At Services At Fort Ross

Probably the most impressive
Fourth of July celebration in So-
noma county yesterday was that
held at Fort Ross.

For the third time in 115 years
Native Sons joined with Russians
in services to

cities there

countrymen at the coast town near-

The solemn .rites which were
held at 10 o’clock in the old chapel,
vacated ing but recently re-
stored by a” s%'te appropriation,
were presided over by Bishop Alexis
of San Francisco, who officiated at
high " mass. He was "assisted by
Father Sakovich, dean of Trinity
church, San Francxsco Father Tik-
hon gavérischeff of Cordova, Alas-
ka, and the Rev. \V S Slgort rec-

'ru-' !31 “\1:

Healdsburg News

HEALDSBURGy July 4 (Special

Albert. Nickerson and daughters
f Auburn, were visitors here over
uweek-end at the Murray home

‘t street ;
?y} J03q Mrs. J. E. Anderson
HHLL 0

**» of Oakland, were in
-126T .gzthe Fourth of July
g2-L ;
-UBLf UBS ‘399038 nmray of Oak-
-SRI, 107 £RUIONV ‘Burtives here
‘JUSPISAIL OOTA ‘09UND aye for-
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tor of the church of the Incarna-
tion of Santa Rosa. The church
was decorated with holp pictures
and blossoms and presented a col-
orful picture.

The outstanding feature of the
services' was the .singing of the
male choir of Trinity cathedral.
All the hymns were sung without
accompaniment greatly adding to
the effectiveness of the service.

The Rev. W. S. Short at the in-
vitation of Bishop Alexis delivered
the sermon, taking as his text,
“The - Service of God 1Is Perfect
Freedom,” after which the bishop
spoke in Russian for the benefit
of his countrymen- present.-

A-partof M&Vmﬁéne}ude& ad-
mimstermg of the sacrament. of holy
baptism to Maybell Vlrgmia. Losch
mfant“‘daughter of Mr. and’ Mrs.;
Geoyge; L. Logch of Sebastopol by
Rev. Short. e

At the clese of the religious mtes,»
there was 'the usual procession
around the histori¢ chapel which
was followed by luncheon served
by the Russian peopile present.

It was estimated that more -than
200 persons: were present at the
ceremonies. -Members : of the clergy
drove to Fort Ross with Captain
T. V. Butts and xeturned to this

city last night.

Midéhipman Walden
Visits Mother Here
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