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0ld Recorfls, Newspapers, and Government Files.
and the Story they Reveal.

(By Rev. A.P.Kashevaroff, Past Crand Historian
Pioneers of Alaska and Curator of the
Alaska Historical Museum.)

-

When Alaska Territory with its government buildings was form5$€§{

transferred to the United States government there remained to the
Russian American Fur Company an immense quantity of all sorts of
trading goods and a vast amount of other prorerty not included in the
yovernment transaction. This consisted of ships, work shops, machin-
ery with tools, foundry, ship supplies, saw mill supplies, chandlery,
and ;
copper im ting a£g~sheets and bulk, flour, flour mill accessories,
finished articles from the foundry, such as bellg anchors, and
and a very large amount of dry goods and other articles for trading
that were kept, not only in 8itka, the supply debbt, but in all the
principdae trading posts, There were also thousands of ddéllars worth
of furs and hides. Prince Maksoutoff was the last governor of Alaska
under the Russian rule and he was also the chief executive of the Rus-
sian-American Company.

Shortly after the transfer American merchants began sending up
ships to Alaska. All the ships that were under the Russian flag
were registered in the American customs house. ese were the steam-
er Constantine, Brig Shelikoff, Ceasarevich, Menshiko steamer Po-
litkofsky, steamer Alsxander and a number of others crafts.

If whll be of interest to name some of the cartains that were in com-
mand of the ships at that time, men who later were so closely associ-
ated with the progress of the country. Captain Sandman who first came
to Alaska on the American schooner Crowler, in 1867, married a Miss
Bolman of 8itka and made his home in San Francisco. He was empnloyed

the Alaska Commercial Comrany for years and ran between San Fran-
¢isco and Kamchatka and the Kurile Islands as master of the steamer
Alexander, one of the vessels formerly bhelconging to the Russian- Amer-
ican Company.

Captain A.T. Vhitford first came to Alaska on the schooner Torkkwes -

ter, on January 21, 1368, Captain Whitford was closely assoeiated with

Covernor B v in the ; » Tradi :
noer Brady in the Sitka Irading Comrany whick carried on its bu-
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San Francisco sent Mr. Hutchinson to buy all the property which was
sold to them for $15o,000 and which was worth five times as muech. The
firm, Hutchinson Kohl & Co was formed to take over the fur trading bu-
siness of the Russian Fur Company.

The new company styled itself as the successor of the Russisn-Amer-

; - : . : i ek .
ican, the members of which were H M Hutchinson, William Kohl, Louis

Sloss K A Wassermann, L Gerstle and L Boskovich.. Later these men
and Capt. G Neibaum formed the famous Alaska Commercial Comvany. It was
not a hard matter for the new company teo get rich. They acquired prop-
erty worth thousands of dollars for a song. Hutchinson Kohl & Co. re-
tained Prince Maksoutoff in their employ for the two years he remained
in Alaska after the transfer. He was a sort of a silent vartner in the
concern, His share on all transactions where he was rerscnally inter-
ested was 30 per cent of the moneys received.

Ships came to Alaska for trading and the ships of the new company
brought goods but took away more goods than they brought. From the
customs house records of 1867 we see that in one shipment on the brig
Caesarevich dry goods, hardware and skins were shipped valued at
£25,37%3, 03, This shipment is only a small part of the whole. On

-

another shipment we see that 23 casks of spirits, aggregating 2,739 gal-
lons, 91 gallons of sherry wine, 146 gallons of maderia wine and 79
gallons Jamagca rum were sent to San Francisco from Sitka.

This is almest unbelievable but it is on the menifests . From Janu-
ary 1868, and for the whole year, tons upon tons of iron, coprer and
tin went out from Sitka. Copper was sent in bars, in sheets, in casks
and as junk. As an illustration on January 21, 1868, on the schooner
Growler, Horace Coffin master, the following was sent to Schloss & Co.
of Ban Francisco: 10,537 pounds of sheet metal, 3,075 pounds thin sheet
metal, 1250 pounds of sheet lead, 23,150 pounds of sheet copper, 6,1c7
pounds of calf skins and 3,389 pounds of Russian leather. On another
occasion a ship carried away from Sitka, ten anchors, lo cable chains,
110,737 pounds of hoop iron manufacturad at the XmexlSitka foundry. La-
ter there was shivped 46 anvils, 18 anchors, 21 mill stones, 70 fath-
oms of cable chains and o0ld copper in barrels and in bulk. There were

two seperate shipments of bells, one of 8 bells weighing 2,509 pounds




and the other of 9 bells weight not given. There was & shipment of
900 barrels flour milled at Sitka. On Novemberl6, 1868, on the Ameri-
can ship Alexander, there was a consignment of 25,000 fur seals skins,
valued at $2,00 per skin. and 354 sea otter skins valued at $20 per
skin, and 41 casks of brandy, all shipped to to Hutchinson Kohl & Co;

ot ts
of San Trancisco. These shipments were made for two years until (the

Y a%?4
goods &r} transferred to 'Frisco. It is a significant fact that at the

seme time American goods were shipped in, and American liquor came in h@
large quantities, and was allowed to enter into the Territory and to be
carried to other parts of the country on custom house permits. I under
stand that the reason this was dohe was because the liquor wes sup-
posed to have bden ordered before the United States $ook possession
the territory.

Hutchinson Kohl & Co., as the successors to the Russian-American
and with the protection of the former officials of the Russian rule,
velin very early to exercise arbitrary gpmwzx methods toward the unpro-
tected people of the territory and especially as far as the Aleuts of
the west were concerned. The Company from the start tried to vsMérp
the whole zaurkxy Western Alaska fur trade. They could not tclerate
any competition On April 13, 1868 a bark belonging to Williams & Haven
of New London, named the Peru, and commanded by capt. E Morgan arrived o
St Paul Island. one of the Prybiloof group. As soon as he landed his
men with building material, provisions mmra#xsalt and utensils, and
hoisted for the first time the American flag, he commenced the erec-
tion of some twelve or fourteen houses for dwellings, stores, and ware-
houses. Of course the party met with violent oprosition from Hutchison
Kohl & Co. who claimed the exclusive right to hunt on the Island as suc-
cessors to the Russian Company. They tried to dislodge the Hew Eng-

seamen

land Co. but found that the smazam were not to be coaxed or driven
away. Then the Company tried to have the government assist.them in
this. There was & bill introduced in the senate by Senator Cole which
virtually gave the islands away to the Hutchinson Company. A storm of
protests arose from merchants in San prancisco and all along the coast
as far as Sitka. Of course later the Company was able to lease the Is-

lands for a period of twenty years from the United States government.




