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HISTORY OF THE RUSSIAN CHURCH

v

cé%" IN SOUTH TAST ALASKA.

[

When Alexander Baranov conguered the present Sitka in 1804, the spi-
ritual nedds of the small band of Russian rioneers were not considered,
There was too much othere very important work to be done. As the Sitka
colony increaedd it became necessary to satisfy the feeling of religion.
A small chapel was erected in 1808 where a lay reader Belaief was the
leader., From time to time a priest vieited the colony generally the
chaplain of some passing ship., According to Baranov's recommendation
Father Alexis Sokoloff was sent as a regular pastor of the Sitka church.
This church was named the St, Michaels church. The iconosisas was constr
ucted from the cabin timbers of the wrecked Neva, the sazcred vessels
were manufsctured from silver by the local artizans and the robes made
from China silk, Father Sokoloff arrived in 1816, The St., Vichsels
church stood a little down the Lincéln Street, The present St. Michaels
Cathedral was built in 1848,

There was no attemp made to christianize the Thlingit people. The
1"hlingits, unlike the docile Aleuts were hostile to the Russians and
would have nothi ing to do with Christianity or ite teachings. The first
attempt made to christisnize the Indians-did not take place until the
arrival of Father Ivaen Venlaminov from Unlaska in 1834, Father veniami-
nov, did not begin his work amongst the Thlingits t1ll he had learned
their language, became accuainted/Zég?r beliefs, traditions and customs.
He followed the same intelligent procedure as he practised with the
Aleuts, Ae wes his want, he gave freely of his labor, his strength and
his health, He wrote sermons in their own tongue, he translated sacred

books, going amongst them visiting the sick and helping the needy.
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His labor was not lost, The thlingits were attracted toward him, while

he gained their confidence., He drew the rough hearts of the wild

would
people towards himself, He/convince, but never urge, then patiently

walt for their desire to be baptized., AboB& this period schools were

opened by Father Veniaminov, where children were taught from the books

that the Father himself had compiled. Besides enlightening the natives
with the knowledge of the Gospel he taught them various trades,

Many years of experience in missionary work convinced Father Venia-
minov how difficult it was to keep the spirit of christianity animated
without adequate numebr of workers, and, especially without sufficient
means, In 1839 Father Veniaminov went to St. Petersburg to present his
petition for more workers, He repomted to the Holy Synod of the Russian
Church in Russia reciting the work already accomplished, asking for assis
tence in carrying on the good work, While sc engsged he was appointed
Bishop for the new dioocese of Alaska and given the name of Innocent. From
1840 to 1850 he labored in bringing his young diocese to order., He care-
fully examined the newly organized parishes, consecrated new churches , o
ordained priests, and opened many schools for the Natives. For his zea-
lous and unselfish work Bishop Innocent inlB50 was raised to the rank of
an ArchBishop,

For a better success of epreading christianity in Asia or East Sibe-
ria 28 well as in America the Russian church administration added the
Kamchatka and Yalout country to his diocese, In order to be with this
additional dlocese and to reorganize the East Siberian church Archbishop
Innocent was obliged to change his residence from Alaska to Yakoutsk,

In the mena time a vicar Bishop was aprointed fro Alaska. The good work
spread. Besides parochial schools a theological seminary was established
at Sitka, which wos later removed to Irkoutsk. Teh acivity of Russia

in education and progress was continued in Alaska. A policy of concili-
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ation of the benevolent and thoruogh character, peaceful and patiant
work was done for the establishment of social and religious order,

The Russian-American Commercial Company defrayed the bulk of eaxpenses
in maitaining churches, schools and clergy. The/ggggressed in its quiet
steady courée through the amicable transfer of the Territory to a friendly
power and on even to our times,

In the course of a h2lf a century many disasters, many trials passed over
the followgrs of the Russian Orthodox church in Alaska and in spite of
trials,vicissitudes and troubles the church is still, by the grace of Cod,

equal to her mission.

The Juneau church which was errected and conseerated in 1894 was
established for the use of the few Russians who followed the first rush
of the gold seekers to Junesu in 1880-1881 and also for the purpsoe of
propagesting

the christianity among the natives ¢f Taku and Awk villages
who had moved to Juneau. In 1890 Anathlahash, the Chief of Taku tribe
made a visit to Sitka for the express puepose of becoming a christian.
He asked for baptiem and to be taught the christisn religion so that when
he returned home he could teach it to his people and to so that he could
help them and bring them into the folds of the church, On leaving Sitka
he wae accompanied by Rev. Vladimir Donskoy, pastor of the Sitka Cathe-
dral, He was the firet man of the Russian church to visit Juneau. He
minstered to the few Russians living in Juneau, and, at the same time

baptized a large number of the Indians., Father Mitrofan, visited Juneau

in 1892 and again in 1883, By then the number of communicants grew to

such an extent that it was found neceseé& to place a permanent pastor at

Juneau. A church was errected and consecrated by Bishop Nicholas of San
Francisco in 1894. Rev. Ivan Bortnofsky was installed as priest for Juneau
where he labored for two years.In 1896 Father Bortnofsky exchanged pari-

shes with Rev. A. Yaroshevich from Cokk Inlet. At this time the progress
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of the new church a2t Juneau was evident. Father Yaroshevich workéd
with zeal and energy. He established schools, formed religious socielies
through the number of the communicamts was greatly increased. He visited
echilkat country, the Atlin country and brought many into the folds of B
the church. Father Yaroshevich also was the founder of the Slavonian
church at Douglas which was built by popular subsription in 1903.
Family ties, the i1l health of his wife compelled him to leave his
work in Alsska =nd return to Russia. He wag followed by Rev, E,P. Alekine
who was succeede by Rev. Peter Orloff, Then came Father Bezkishkin
who was succeede by Rev. A.P, Kashevaroff in Nov. 1912.

Though at times warred agéinst, the church is never militant, dbut
peacefully announces the clearest doctrines of Christianitysp and liber¥y
which consists in doing without compulsion that which is necessary to
human and Divine Law. The church standing upon such a plane o' spiri-
tual order reste all her hopes upon the Lord in the midst of all tem-
pests,

During and after the revolution in Russia, when persecution of

faith in Cod and all religion was rife in Russia the Alaske church suf-

fered together with the mohher church, 8alaries of priests, and all
appropiration for the mainténence of schools and churches was cut off.
The priests were thrown uvron their meager resources., Never having
earned their living by other work than the church work it was very hard
for them to get accustomed to the new order of things., Yet not one of
them had thrown up hie position, They gradually began to earn theri i
1iving by other means. The Alaska people never having been accustomed
to suprort the priests could not understand that it was their duty to
sacrfice for the their 'nscppphdone traders and others helped
the people to look down upon the priests as grafters etc. The priests

did not lose courage but began to earn their living by work, MNMany
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became fishermen, some worked in stores, some who could procured govern
ment positions., All without exception continued in thetr pastoral work
work., As far as donations for the support of the priests were so meager
that did not enter into consideration. Many are continuing their

church wrok absolutely without compensation. What the outcome of all t

this will in the future is not very hard to surmise. Ais long a8 the

self sacrificing pirests are alive, the church work will go on, It is
doubful if the new generation will continue to give that sacrifice

-for the good of the people.
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being Father Veniasminof, shom Eir Edwerd Belcher, sriting in 1837,
deseribes as s very formidable, athletic man, sbout forgy-five
yeurs of sge, end standing in his boots sbout six feet three Inches;
gquite herculesn, snd very clever.” "ihen he preached the word of
God,* seys Zostromitin, who was baptiszed Ly Father Joassafl in 180
g1l the jeople listened, end listencd without moving, until he
stopped, Hobody thought of fishing or bunting while he spoke, &
nobody felt hungry or thirsty a3 long 23 he wes speaking » not e
iittle children.®

During Venlsminof%s sdminstration & Lutherzn clorgyssn
ves welcomed at “1tks, snd the ssmespirit of tolerstion wes extended
later to the Jesults, seversl Poles of that order belng transferred
from Canads. On the 10th of October, 1867, the first serviece &t wmhich
sn imerlesn officlsted was held =t “itks, the congregation being com-
posed of Russisns, Fimms, and Kolosh,

in lﬁﬁi there were in the Fussisn 4gerican colonies seven
churches snd thirty-five chapels, seversl of them, including the
¢athedral, being built and kept in repeir by the Fussisn Americen
Compeny. 411 were maintained by the eontributions of jerishioners
end the ssle of comdles end tapers. 4About this date the sggregate
capital of the churches exeeeded twe hundred end fifty-five thoussnd
t;g?lﬁg, zhgiraﬁdz teing held by the company's treapurer and {nterest
£34009Q0 B Y& 8T Cente

The Sitke cathedrsl cont:ined three sltars, which were
separsted from the body of the chureh by & partition, the doors of
#hich were gilt, snd the nilaster: mounted with gold eapitels. There
were eight silver csndlesticks more than four fect inm height, =nd &
silver chandelier henging from the centre of the dome shich §¢£ S [
ported by & number of columns of the Byzantine order. On théiglt5§
wss & miniature tomb of the Saviour in gold end silver. The veste
ments gﬁd implements were also rich in gold snd jewels. The %53%3
were bound in ga;ﬁ &énd erimson velvet, snd adorned »ith ministures of
the evengellists set in dismonds, The comsumnion cus wes of gold end
simliarly embellished; the mitre wes eovered with nearls %&biéﬁbﬂ
emeralds, snd dismonds. The bullding wss dediested to u?i wgdﬁiw ' |

Vemisminof, after acquirizﬁ the &1%”2i%n 1z '%ﬁ£§ égfwiliiﬁﬁ

to it & numbor of bOoks touching on the doctrines of ,m%gg r§§§ Gut

with this exception few of the ecelesiasties understood hﬁﬁ ﬁ%ti?% gi@a
iects, while the interpreters haé little wnowledge of 3§Q3£3§3 Batreen
1641 and 1860, 4,700 Indisns were baptized, snd if we esn believe
Venlsminof, some of them were converted. *I do no nean, g@‘;ritms
"that they knew how to meke the sign of the araxé «ﬁ§‘2§’%a$ :ré 4?%—
ter some orayer. NHol GSome ofthem csm ursy from their soul ’yiélwﬁd
hibiting themselves in the church and before the people, bub oftem inm
the seciusion of their chember, with closed doors.” The bishop egho
on his sppolntment sdopted the title of Imnokenty, sceording to the
custom of his church, lsbored »ith mariced Eucéﬁéﬁ'éﬁﬁﬁgnﬁheﬁgaiﬁsh
Before his arrivel they hed resisted sll efforts at éﬁrv“r*iz those
who were baptized submitting to the ceremony only t,tz: se gr:ﬂ’h:m‘
ceived presents of more or iess vaiue,® / e

Kashevaroff in his sble artieles on Venicminov sritten in
the Alesks Magezine tells us of the esrly 1ife snd work of this grest

man, wno, £3 & rewerd for his efforts, was conseersted first Bishop
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of ileska in 1840, the title given him being "Imnocent, Bishop
of Kamchatiks, Xurile and the Adleutisn Islznds®. o guote from
the srticles of Kashevaroffs

*Ivean Popov (the femily reme of Veniaminov) wmas born
dugust 27th, 1797, =t inginsk, “iberis, the eldest son of very poor
parents, his fether being the sexton of the iittle village chureh.
Un the death of his fether he was sdopted by his unecle, Degacon
Pimitrius Popov, and st an esrly sge took up the church &3 his life

work. In 1822 he was sppointed 25 a missionary to Unslssks snd left

for the new fleld of his labors on NMay 7th of that yesr, finaslly sre

riving in Unaleske July 29th, 1824. On his arrivel he found a ssall,
delepidated church, snd his prineipsl work for the first yeer wes

getting ready materisl for the construetion of & nevw church edifice. He
instructed the natives in msmusl treining =né teught them cerpentry, betkeke
laying, masonry, and block-smithing, he in the nsantime epplying hime

self to the study of their langusge. On July 1ist, 18556, set

struetion work on the new building commenced. 4ifter the o

was completed the work of christisnizing the people was teaken un

tively, andé progressed most successfully.

Venismfmbyv traveled much in those first years in his rew
ficld, going smong the mony islands of the Aleutisn group, and s £s9
as Bushegek in Bristel Bay. BHe had, of course, no vessel in shich to
make his journeys but had to be content to travel im & bidarks. He
wes the suthor of the Aleut bible, and slse the inspiring psmy
*The Vay Into The |
dater he compiled the "Urammer of the dleutian-Fox Language®.

In 1824 he was transferred to ©itks snd here he commenced
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His labor wes not lost. The Thliingits w»ere atiraete
him, while he gained their confldence.
of the wild ceople towards his
then petiently weit for thelr desire ©o
About this jérisd schools were opened by Father
whore children were taught from the books that the Father
Besides enlightening the natives =l
he tsught them various trades.
Ksny years of experience in : work convineed
Father Venisminov how difficult 1t was to keep the spirit of Chris-
tlenity snimated without adegquate
sithout sufficient means. In 1839 Father Venlaminov went
Petersburg to cresent his petition for more workers. e resortad
to the Holy Synod of the Pussisn “hurch
slready secomplished, ssking for
vork.“hile so engeg
name of Innocent From 184C to 1850 he labo
in bringing his young Plocese to order. He carefully exsmined the
orgenlzed parishes, consecrated new churches, crdained priests,
snd opened many schools for the native: Yor his
ish vork, Bishop Innocent in 1850 wis raised to the ramk
LychBishoyn,
For the better sucecess of

} in Agerice, the =

T ry . ’ 7 o - 1 ‘/’L 4
tion added the Kamchatks sod Xacoui% countyry to

with this sdditionsl Diocese znd to reorgenize the
church, Archbishop Innocent wes obliged

Alasks to Yskoutsi. In the zeantine,
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end, &t the same time, baptized a large number of the Indians,
Father Eitrofen vislted Juneau in 18891
then the number of comsmuinicants gre
was found necessery to place & per
i church #2s erected znd conseérated by Bishop Eicholas
Francisco in 1694, FERev. Iven Bortnofsky
for Junesu, where he labored for
Bortnofsky exchanged parishes with !
Inict,.
4t this tise the rogress of the new church at Junesu
evident. Father Ysroshevich worked with zesl and energy. He
ished schools, formed religious soecletlies, end through this

method the number of the communicents were grestly incrsased. He

isited Chilkst country, the Atlin country and brought msny into the

folds of the church. Father Ysroshevich zlso wes the founder of
the Clsvonisn chureh at Dougless, which was built by popular sube
the 11]1 heslth of his wife

to leave his work in 4laske end return to Pussie.

28 followed b Rev, Z. P, &lexine, who was succeeded
Orloff. Then ceme Father Dezitishiin,
Rashevaroff in Hovember, 1817,

Though &t times warred sgainst, the chureh is never mili
tant, but pescefully amnocunces the clearest doctrines of Christianity
end ilberty, which consists in doing without compulsion that whieh

to husmen and Dlvine lLaw, The church standing upon

of su 7 ¥ e rests eil
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December 10, 1931.

Kashevaroff,

Box 1875,
Juneau, Ajlaska.

Dear lir. Kashevaroff:

I return to you herewith the material which you
sent me in connection with the Russian Church, having copied
it, or taken such notes of it as I wanted.

I am also attaching hereto a rough sketch of what

I expect to put in the history. Itwill not be printed for

some little time and if there is anything in it that you think
should be corrected, I will be very glad to have you so advise
me, and I wanted you to know now that I appreciate very much
your efforts in sending this data down to me.

Kind personal regards,

Yours very sincerely,
b -

AWS :MPM

(ARCHIE W. SHIELS)




