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Captain James W, Keen, prominent in the history of Alaska's shipping, and famous
a8 the pioneer pilot of Washington and Alaska, died at his home, 4617 West Englewood
Street
at the age of 91 years, six months and days,
Captain Keen was born in Devonshire, England, April 1, 1842, His father, Thomas
E, Keen was a native of Scotland and was born at sea in 1802 while his father,
Colonel Thomas E, Keen was returning from the war in Egypt, His mother was Mary
Ann Fisher, also a native of Scot;;nd:”ne came of a long-lived family, having an uncle
who died at the remarkable age ofgéz;; while his aunt, Lady Jessie Pelly, died at
the age of My /O L,

While a boy sixteen years of age, he left London, England, September 3, 1858 in
the Hudson Bay Company's bark-rigged steamer, Labouchere for Victoria, B.Cs, arriving
there February 2, 1859, During his apprenticeship, which expired in 1863, he traded
with the indians through the inland wabers of British Columbia and Alaska.

This boyhood experience was of importance to the United States government in later

years, In the Alaska Boundary dispute the British ¢laimed that the Hudson Bay

Company had flown the British Flag on the sq%%%iff Alaska for years., They were

sparring for posession of Lynn Canal , Captain /Hooper , of the United States revenue
cutter service, said it was not true and that Pilot Keen could give the facts,
George Evans, a retired navel officer, was sent to Seattle and got Keen's affidavit
that the Hudson Bay Company had done all their trading exclusively from the vessel
and not from shore, The indians allowed no trespassing, When there was cordwood cut
the mate and the interpreter went on shore to measure it, and several chiefs would be
held on board the vessel until the party returned from shore in safety, This evidence
turned the scales in the boundary dispute in favor of the Americans,

On leaving the Labouchere Captain Keen went into the Caribou mines bmt soon returned
to the sea, From 1864, his career was a rapid succession of experiences in Pacific

waters, Part of the time he was interestedin his ship and
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will pass you a line and tow you. This was finally agreed to, and Capt. Keen went

aboard the Active and piloted them to Pyramid Harbor. '
When Seward found out who Keen was and that he could speak the lingo of

the natives, he sent for him and said:- "Boy, you are mine; I want you and I

want you bad, as I am on my way to have a pow-wow with the Chilecat Indians and

I must have you before I can accomplish anything; we are under your direction

from now on." So Keen secured a large canog with nine inﬂiats to paddle them

up the river, and on the morning of August 7th, after an early breakfast at the

ship, the party left for the village. On account of a strong current in the

river, the party did not reach the village before noon, so put into a slough and

had lunch and had one more mile to go to the village when the eclipse came on.

e had just as good a view of the scenic effect of the eclipse from where we were
as we would have had had we been up at the village. The effect was simply

marvelous and grand. It was visible at our slough at 1.07 P. M. and the scene

resembled a midnight scene in a theatre. The canopy which covered the river did ‘
not settle to within six feet of the surface of the water and one could see for

miles beneath it. The sight was very impressive and inspiring. lie stayed at the

'h until the eclipse was entirely over, a period of about thirty minutes,

when the sun broke through the clouds into a perfect day., Ve then left for the

village to have our pow-wow.

Captain Keen explained everything to the indians to their satisfaction.

b
He showed them the power of the wite man in fortelling the eclipse, the indians

at that time believing the white man had something to do with it.

lany amusing incidents occurred during the pow-wow. %Vhen the old Indian

o
o

Chief was told that Seward had paid $7,200,000.00 for all of Alaska to the Russian

Government, and after having it explained to him how much money this was, he gave

a shrug of disgust and said:- " Vhy you no come to me; I would have sold you the

whole thing

for two buckets of gilver dollars." There were a great many other

amusing incidents too numerous to mention in this narrative. Iiore of them

later.
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— first boat job around St. Mathew Island. Capt. Baker and party left for the
Island to investigate and view the work. -«w«::;7”ff—-—~"j‘"
\ on my way to Cape Upright I counted seventeen polar bears grazing and
\

working up the Cape. I blew my horn to attract the Captains attention. His
party saw the bears and made for them and I continued on to my job. I found
everything 0. X. and turned back toward the vessel. As we were rounding the
Cape, I saw a big bear and two cubs in the water close to shore. I swung for
the beach. The men begged me not to attack them, but the bears had landed or
gone ashore and were making their way up the old waterfall course, nearly straight
up. I picked up my rifle and took aim behind the shoulder and let go. The old
bear looked around and headed for the beach. She came a short distance with
blood pumping out of the wound, as I had made a good hit, and then dropped over
dead with her head towards us. I had no more rifle cartridges, so shot one of the
cubs with my pistol. Two men and myself landed and killed the other cub with
clubs arnd an axe. e hauled the old bear and the two cubs into the boat and
pulled for the ship. Vhen we arrived the Captain asked:- "Pilot how is it?"
I said "0. K." He then asked how many bears we had and I told him we had not
been bear hunting. I asked him how many he got and he.said "two." He then
looked in our boat and saw the three bears and said:- "That is pretty good for
one day, five bears and not hunting.”

The next morning the Captain said:- "Pilot, take the vessel around the North
gside of the Island to Half Way Bay and myself and party will land here and meet
you at the anchorage." So I got under way and left Upright Bay and stood around
+0 the north side, and at about six o'clock anchored in the‘ﬁorth side bend and
found Lieutenant Maynard and Mr. Elliott waiting for us, but no Capt. Baker to be
found. At ten o'clock we sent men ashore to make a large beacon blaze, but no

Captains party yet. At daylight I took a party ashore but nho trace was found

of the Captain, so old Lieutenant Keen said:- "Pilot I think a search should be

made of the east end of the Island; something has happened; bears may have

3
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getting foggy. I had a big fog horn to sound and when I made Hall Island, I

®
got an echo from the Island. Daylight came and with it the weather cleared on

the Island so it could be seen. Ve had passed by the south end of the Island.

There is a southerly gale blowing now and as the Island is visible, I made sail,

and as we scooted along the beach on the north end of the Island, I counted

seven big polar bears. As we turned the north end of the Island we sighted the

ship making ready to leave. We made the ship and the Captain said:- "Keens

alright, no man could outlive that gale." I said "well Captain, we did."” He

said "Yes, I know & good man when I see him" , so we then started for St.

Lawrefce Island, & two hundred mile run.

e made the Southwest village at the southwest point of the Island, two
javs from St. Matthew Island. After being visited by the natives, we cruised
around to the southeast side but saw very few people, so we left that night for
St. Michael, It blew a northerly gale and as it was too much for us, we changed ‘
our course and headed for Unalaska and Dutch Harbor. Ve stayed there two days
and then left for San Francisco. Ve arrived in San Francisco about the 10th of
October, 1874 and got notice that the ship would be sold at public auction.

The Pilot and most of the crew were discharged, so I left for Pt. Townsend my
home, on the Schooner ¥W. H, Myers. Vie made a good run up in four days apd got
baid for the job.

Vhen we were at St. Matthew Island, we must have seen all of one hundred and
fifty bears and must have killed about twenty, all we needed for meat. I killed
three and was not hunting., Had I been hunting I could have killed twenty.

At St George Island we could see twentyfive or thirty thousand seals. The

Company was allowed to kill nine thousand a year on this Island.

On St. Paul Island there were about one hundred and fifty thousand seals and

Yot

he Department allowed the Company to kill ninety thousand each year. ’

Going from Sitka, usually by way of the Alaska Peninsula, we get a wonderful

view of the volecanoces:- Itt. Pavloff, Mt, Popoff, Mt. Shushadin on Unimak Island,
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From Seattle First Presbyterian Church Program, Sunday April 10th, 1932.
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Je congratulate Capt. J. W, Keen on the celebration of his 90th birthday
the first of this month. He is a grand old Captain of the sea and soldier of the
Cross. We hope he will live to celebrate his 100th.
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Names of Vessels and dates commanded, owned, piloted and employed on,

- -

Hovember, 1863, bought half interest in Sloop "Red Rover” and went Master; trading,

-

freight and passengers. In spring of 1864, chartered sloop and self to Tommy

Jackson for a trading voyage up the coast to the north end of British Columbia.
Returned to Victoria after two months; quick voyage and big profits. We all had a
big time for about six weeks. 35So0ld my interest and went into the coal trade
between Victoria and Nanimp, on Schooner Gazelle and Schnr., Victorig. In November
1864, went over to the Sound in Sam Alexander's sloop Monitor and went Mate on her
in the passenger trade. Later went mate of the Sloop Northern Light, Capt. Bod
Mumford, carrying mails and passengers to Pt. Townsend, Dungeness and way ports to
Victoria., In December went Captain of the Sloop Kate Alexander, starting ferry
between Seattle, Freepoft (Now West Seattle) and Port Blakeley. In spring of 1865
went to Victoria and shipped Second Mate on the Schooner "Crosby" in Victoria, Nanimo
and Portland trade. While on the Crosby at Portland on one of her trips, I was
recommended by our Captain to Capt. John Gage of the Schooner Pacific, to pilot his
vessel to Nanimo. In those days there were no tow boats and all piloting and
maneuvering vessels had to be done under sail., The Pacific accompanied us to
Vietoria. I went aboard of her to pilot her from Vietoria to Nanimo and back to
Esquimalt, they agreeing to pay me $75.00 for the work., Arriving at Nanimo, we
found that the Pacific would have to wait some little time for her cargo. The

ship "Eelius", Capt. Greenleaf, lay at the wharf, loaded heavy with coal and was




waiting for the old Stmr. Beaver to tow her out of the harbor. There was a nice .
south-east winf and I asked Capt. Gage:~ "why in the world Capt. ‘Greenleaf did
not get his ship under way". He asked me if I could do it. I told him that

I could do it without any trouble. Capt. Greenleaf came to me and said:~ "you
will have to wait a week or ten days before you will get away with the Pacific.

I said "I expect so". He asked me how much I would charge him to sail him to
Port Angeles. I told him I would take him down for $100.00 as it would cost me
about $10.00 to get back here. I said, in the first place before we go any
further, how are you fixed for gear; what have you got in the shape of hausers.
He said "I have a coil of new 5" hauser, only been used a few times a.nd a good

6" hauser and several pieces of firstclass four ince lines.” I said that sounded
good, now what have you in the shape of kedge anchors. He said he had a seven

and nine hundred pounder which were good holders in calm weather, I told the

Captain to go ashore and ask the wharfinger for the loan of eight of his merc '
yéu will have no trouble in getting them- so we can slip them when we get to

Gallus Point. Tell the mate that I am to pilot the shipand get everything ready

for getting under way; have lines all ready for slipping; which we’ did, and got

under way from the wharf with no trouble. You must remember that I was only in

my twentyfourth year, but a very husky boy and hag always acted as piiot of a night
time of different coastal vessels that I had been on. ‘

While passing the Pacific with the "EElius", Capt Gage sung out:- "you will
get there alright; that boy belongs to my wlass and if you want %o fight, just drop
your hat and the music will hum." |

We arrived in Port Angeles with the ship in three days, wit‘h the utmost
satisfaction to Capt. Greenleaf, who paid me my money and I proceeded to Nanaimo,
and taking charge of the Pa.cifi'c, landed her in Esquimalt.

This was my first bona fide paid piloting in 1865, I then drifted across the .

Sound, shipping on the A. J. Wester- Cﬁpt. Mills- for San Francisco; arriving

there I fell in with Capt. Gage. He wanted me to go with him, but I wanted the




southern trade. He then introduced me to Charlie Hare whe had just bdbuilt a very
fine vessel, Mr. Hare had only a second mate job open and would pay me any reasonable
amount if I would go, so I shipped as Second Mate, but he paid me Mate's wages.

I was to assist the Captain in piloting whenever he required. The vessels name was

the "Fanny Hare" - Capt. Matthew Turner-. She was a cracker-jack, eleven knots on

& bowling.

On returning to San Francisco, I shipped on the Steamer "Salenus" - Capt.
Sutton- running in the grain trade as far south as Salemus and Monterey Bay, but
my! she was a worker; gave you all the best grub you could eat, every man to his
own gunny of wheat and every man in his turn., I did not stop there long. I went
on the Bay in the Tulie sailors.

I then shipped on the English bark "Frigate Bird", Twenty-five Dollars for the
run from San Francisco to Victoria,

In February 1866, was Master of the Sloop Deer Foot, out of Victoria, coastwise;
freight and passengers.

In May, 1866, shipped on the Schooner Kate as Sailing Master. We prospected
for codfish on the coast of British Columbia and Queen Charlotte Island as far
west as Kodiak Island., Struck codfish off the shores of Kodiak, 01d John Waller,
a Nova Scotia fisherman, while he was not much of a sailor, was a shrewd old guy.
He induced us all to go on half time; the cook and myself he allowed $15,00 a month,
but we returned to Victoria after the six months veyage. We got about twenty tons
of codfish, and when we came to settle up, all hands were in debt. I was $1.50
in debt even with my extra pay. The old villian talked so slick, saying I was such
a fine man and such a good sailor that he made me a present of $5.,00 for my good work
for six months, This was my experience in fishing on shares.

I then wnet across the Sound and shipped before the mast again in the Schooner
"Crosby"- Capt. George Perkins.

That fall, I shipped with Capt. Rufus Calhoun of Port Townsend, as mate of the

"Alaska" and in October 1667, I shipped with Charley Bronovitch in the Schooner
"Gazelle",




Took her across the Sound to Port HMadison and with the help of a ships carpenter,

we buflt ways. We tore out her whoel bottom, put in new keel, kilson, stem and stern

1 post and bottom, to get her under the American flag. In the spring of 1868, we

launched her and called her the "Pioneer".




Seattle General Hospital, December 2nd, 1918.

Statement from Capt. James W. Keen, pioneer Pilot of Washington and Alaska,

Left London, England, September 3rd, 1858, on a voyage bound to Victoria, Vancouver
Island, as an apprentice in the Hudson Bay Fur Trading Co. bark-rigged Steamer
"Labouchere, via P¥ymouth, St. Vincent, Cape De Verde Islands, Sandy Point,

Straits of Magellan and through Smythe's Passage and out the Gulf of Arago; then
stopping at Loto on the low coast of Chili, then for Victoria direct; mostly

under sail, arriving at Victoria Jan, 5th, 1859,

A great part of this passage was made under sail alone, which accounts for the
1ongrvoyage.

On our arrival at Victoria, Capt Trivvett, master of the Laboucherd, turned
over his command to the Hudson Bay Company, who put Capt, John Swanson in command
and Capt. Dodd as chief factor.

In March, made voyage to Fort Ruppert and Fort Simpson, to collect their
annual collection of furs, skins, oil, etc.

Returning to Victoria, discharged cargo on the Bark Prince Royal. After
completing her cargo, we took her in tow and towed her to sea, bound for London,
England. .

Latter part of March, 1859, we loaded general cargo and left for San Francisco,
grriving on the first day of April. Discharging and loading in due time, left for
Victoria, arriving with no events.

Discharged cargo and loaded trade goods for our first trading voyage, via the
Forts, through Brisish Columbia and Alaska, to the head of navigation of Lynn Canal,
(mouth of Chileat River).

Our first voyage lasted about two months and a hakf.

In those days, the indians and indian villages, were thick along the coast

and we collected large quantities of furs, skins and oil, not paying over much in

trade for articles which we received.




As the Labouchere was a six hundred ton bark rigged vessel, carrying thirty-five.
of a crew, rigged like a man-of- war, with broadside guns and boarding nettings,
every precaution had to be taken as the natives were somewhat treacherous and
could not be trustéd.

In June 1862, the Labouchere was taken by the Cross Sound indians. Ve
had a lively time for five or six hours, but got out of the scrap without blood-
shed.

I continued in the employ of the Hudson Bay Co. until June 1863, when my
apprenticeship expired and I had to step‘out looking for fun on land and afloat.
Began piloting in Alaska in 1868, with Lieut.- Commander Mead, U. S. S.
Saginaw, leaving that vessel at Victoria, B. C. April 7th, 1869.
I returned to Sitka on the U. S. Revemue Cutter "Lincoln."

I made five voyages in the summer of 1869 in the trading Schooner Sweep-

stakes.

Nevember 25th, 1869, I entered the Revemue Cutter Service as permanent
Pilot on U. S..Revenue Cutter "Lincoln", U. S. R. M., Capt. Evans. We left Stktka,
Alasks for San Francisco, via the inside passages on the first day of December,
1869, arriving at San Francisco,Dec. 19th, stopping at Nanaimo and Victoria for
coal and supplies.

After going through a thorough overhauling of machinery and hull, we left
San Francisco with the Lincoln- Capt. C. M. Scammon- , on the 1llth of June, via
the inside passages for Western Alaska.

Arriving on Puget Sound the latter part of August, the Lincoln continuing
on the Sound Stations until further orders.

In June, 1871, I was ordered as pilot to the U, S. Revenue Cutter top-sail
Schooner Reliance - Capt. John A, Webster-, headquarters at Sitka, cruising

Alasks waters.

In 1873 returned to the Sound to refit ship then in 1874 started on a summer

ecruise to Western Alaska and the Behring Sea, re-establishing and correcting the




’ position of the islands St. Paul, St. George, St. Mathew and St. Lawrence.

Last of August, left Unalaska for San Francisco where latef on the Reliance

was sold and I was orgered home to Port Townsend,
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