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My people are destroyed
Jor lack of knowledge.

Christian Witness to Israel, Inc.
521 West 179th Street
New York City
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THE SEATTLE STAR

;Capt. Keen, Famed Pilot
of Alaskan Waters, Dies

Testimonﬁelped 1.
S. in Dispute Over
Boundary Line

l Funeral services for Capt. James
' W. Keen, 91, prominent in the his-
tory of Alaska’s shipping, and fa-
mous as the pioneer pilot of Wash-
ington .and Alaska, are heing ar-
ranged at the Bonney-Watson mor-
tuary. Capt. Keen died at his
home, 4617 W. Englewood street,
on Tuesday. Burial will be in Lake
View cemetery. -

Capt. Keen was born in Devon-
shire, England, April 1, 1842. He
came of a long-lived family, having
an uncle who died at the remark-
able age of 115, while his aunt,
Lady Jessie Pelly, died at the age
of 102.

He left London on the Hudson
Bay Co.’s bark-rigged steamer, La-
bouchere for Victoria, B. C., when
he was 16. During his apprentice-
ship, which. *expired in 1863 he
traded with the Indians thru the
inland waters of British Columbia
and Alaska. ¥ :

No Trespassing

This boyhood experience was of
importance to the government in
later years. In the Alaska boun-
dary dispute the British claimed
that the Hudson Bay Co. had flown
the British flag on the soils of
Alaska for years. They were spar-
ring for possesion of Lynn canal.
Capt. C. L. Hooper, of the United
States revenue cutter service, said
it was not true, and that Pilot
Keen could give the facts. George
Evans, a retired naval officer, was
sent to Seattle and obtained Keen's
affidavit that the Hudson Bay Co.
had done all its trading exclusively
from the vessel and not from
shore.

The Indians allowed no trespass-

o5

Capt. J. W. Keen

ing. When there was cordwood
cut the mate and the interpreter
went on shore to measure it, and
several chiefs would be held on
board the vessel until the party re-
turned from shore in safety. This
evidence turned the scales in the
boundary dispute in favor of the
Americans.

On leaving the Labouchere Capt.
Keen went into the Caribou mines
but soon returned to the sea.

Capt. Keen marked 75 buoys
and lights on the inside passage
to Alaska, which the government
placed at his suggestion as aids to

|| navigation. In 1864 he shipped on

the Northern Light carrying the
mail from Port Townsend to
Dungeness, Port Angeles and Vic-
toria, and in 1865 started the first
ferry from Seattle to Port Blakely
with the sloop, Kate Alexander.
One of his memorable experi-
ences was in 1869. He was on a
voyage to Chilkat when he was ov-
ertaken by the steamer Active,
with former secretary William H.
Seward on board. Seward was go-
ing up the Chilkat river to witness
the total eclipse of the sun. He re-
quested Capt. Keen to accompany | .
him and act as interpreter. Capt.|.
Keen was known as “Sacateke-
vish,” “Father of the Beavers.”
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Death

Summons
James W. Keen,
Alasl_(_a_n_Figure

Capt. James W. Keen, a promi-
nent figure in Alaska shipping for
nearly three-quarters of a century
and holder § ;
of the old-
est naviga- §
tor’s license
on record,
died yester-
day at his
home, 4617
W. Engle-
wood St.,at
the age of
ninety-one.
His ca-
reer as 3
mariner be-
gan when
as a boy of
sixteen he ;
sailed from § S
his native JAMES W. KEEN
{ England on Expires
| the Hudson Bay Company’s bark-
| rigged steamer Labouchre for Vie-
| toria, B. C., and continued until
lonly a few years before his death,
In 1865 he started the first ferry
service from Seattle to Port Blake-
{1y with the sloop Kate Alexander.
| He entered the revenue cutte_r Serv-
ice as a pilot in 1869 and retired in
1915 by a special act of congress.
Surviving are the widow, Ann;
two daughters, Mrs. A. E. LeBallis-

ter and Mrs. John M. Spargur, and
a son, Crosby E. Keen.

Entered Revenue Service

On November 25, 1869, he en-
tered the revenue cutter service
as pilot on the revenu cutter Lin-
coln. In 1879 he resigned from
government service but continued
as pilot on special trips of govern-
ment vessels. As an illustration of
how piloting paid in those days, he
received 71050 for piloting the
U. S. S. Alaska on a trip and one
half, ending at Sitka. He was
away six weeks from home.

Capt. Keen held the oldest nayi-
gator’s license on record. His first
license was taken out 71 years ago
in Sitka, Alaska. His last renewal
was in 1927.

Capt. Keen was attached to
every revenue cutter in Washing-
ton and Alaskan waters from 1869
to the time of his retirement in
1915.

Wanted a Farm

He purchased 160 acres in Skagit
county, but continued his work of
piloting vessels to Alaska. He sold
his farm later and removed his
family to Seattle.

In 1903 he reentered the govern-
ment service permanently as pilot
and was retired in 1915 by a
special act of congress.

Capt. Keen was married in Port
Townsend to Annie S. Gage of
Montreal, Canada, who died in

1910. Later he married Ann Clare,
who survives him. He also is sur-
vived by two daughters, Mrs. A. E.
LeBallister and Mrs. John M. Spar-
gur, and one son, Crosby E. Keen.
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CAPTAIN KEEN
FAMOLS ALASKA

Capt. James W. Keen, 91 years old,
prominent in the history of Alaska’s
shipping and famous as the pioneer
pilot of Washington and Alaska,
died yesterday at his home, 4617 W.
Englewood St.

Captain Keen was born in Devon-
shire, England, April 1, 1842. His
father, Thomas E. Keen, was a na-

tive of Scotland and was born at sea
in 1802, while his father, Col. Thomas
E. Keen, was returning from the war
in Egypt. His mother was Mary
Ann Fisher, also a native of Scot-
land. He came of a long-lived fam-
ily, having an uncle who died at
the age of 115, while his aunt, Lady
Jessie Pelly, died at 102.

When a boy of 16 he left London
September 3, 1858, on the Hudson’'s
Bay Company’s bark-rigged steamer
Labouchere for Victoria, B. C., ar-
riving there February 2, 1859. Dur-
ing his apprenticeship, which ex-
pired in 1863, he traded with the
Indians through the inland waters
of British Columbia and Alaska,

Canal Is Disputed

This boyhood experience was of
importance to the United States gov-
ernment in later years. In the Alaska
boundary dispute the RBritish asserted
that the Hudson’s Bay Company had
flown the British flag on the soils
of Alaska for years. They were
sparring for possession of Lynn
Canal. Capt. C. L. Hooper of the
United States revenue cutter service,
said it was not true and that Pilot
Keen could give the facts.

George Evans, a retired naval of-
ficer, was sent to Seattle and got|
Keen's affidavit that the Hudson’s
Bay Company had done all its trad-
ing exclusively from the vessel and |
not from shore. The Indians al-
lowed no trespassing. When there
was cordwood cut, the mate and the
interpreter went on shore to meas-
ure it and several chiefs would be
held on board the vessel until the
party returned from shore in safety.
This evidence turned the scales in
the boundary dispute in favor of the
Americans. i i

On leaving the Labouchere, Cap-|
tain Keen went into the Caribou |
mineés, but soon returned to the sea.
From 1864 on his career was a rapid
succession of experiences in Pacific
waters. Part of the time he was
interested in his ship and her trad-
ing ventures. He served as pilot or
master on one craft after another.

Reaches Port

PILOT, EXPIRES

N e T

The late Capt. James W. Keen,
noted Alaska pilot, whose word
once settled a dispute between the
United States and Great Britain

over the Alaska boundary.

Walking Encyclopedia |

He knew the Alaskan waters, the
Indians, miners and settlements =0
thoroughly that Gov. Henry Kin-|
kade once declared Captain Keen|
was the only walking encyclopedia
of Alaska in existence.

Captain Keen marked seventy-five
buoys and lights on the inside pass-
age to Alaska, which the government
placed at his suggestion as aids to
navigation.

In 1864 he shipped on the North-
ern Light carrying the mail from
Port Townsend to Dungeness, Port
Angeles and Victoria, and in 1865
started the first ferry from Seattle
to Port Blakeley with the sloop Kate
Alexander.

One of his memorable experiences
was in 1869. He was on a voyage
to Chilkat when he was overtaken by
the steamer Active, with former
secretary William H.‘ Seward on
board. Mr. Seward was going up the

|| chilkat River to witness the total
eclipse of the sun.

He requested
Captain Keen to accompany him and
act as interpreter. Captain Keen
was known to the Indians as ‘“‘Sac-
atekeyish,” “Father of the Beavers.”

On November 25, 1869, he etnered
the Revenue Cutter Service as pilot
on the cutter Lincoln. In 1879 he re-
signed from the government service
but continued as pilot on special
trips of government vessels. As an
illustration how piloting paid in
those days, he received $1,050 for
piloting the U. 8. S. Alaska on a
trip and one-half ending at Sitka. He
was six weeks away from home.

o

CAPTAIN KEEN

‘ ARITIME history of the en-
M tire North Pacific area for
the past seventy-five years
will have a continuous thread
of narrative in the life story of
Capt. James W, Keen, pioneer
'master mariner who has put out
from the home port on a voyage
lover the unknown seas that lie be-
|yond earth’'s farthest horizon. In
'the long years of his active sea-
manship there was no route or
v..i_ahannel, no by-pass, bay, inlet or
inook of refuge in all the waters
iof this part of the world with
which he was not familiar; he
'knew the ways of safe passage
'and the points of danger as they
were known perhaps to no other
man. Outbound now for the last
}time, we may be sure that he
.finds the course clear to that
isafest and happiest of all havens.
{ And as Captain Keen’'s record
ias a mariner was unique in both
duration and merit, so was his
record as a man deserving of
highest commendation. For much
of his life he was in the service
of the government, and it is large-
"1y to -him that credit is due for
the many aids to navigation that
.now give comparative ease and
isimplicity to tasks that once were
cdifficult for men less skillful than
he. In his later years as a lands-
‘man he lost none of his love for
'the sea, yet found time for all

“the duties of good citizenship.
Left to the full enjoyment of
{ife almost to the last of his 91
years, the passing of Captain
Keen is no less grievous to the
many who knew and loved him.
;In affectionate remembrance let
it be said that he was not only a
salt of the finest old school, but
was also of the salt of the earth.

Oldest Navigator’s License
Captain Keen held the oldest navi-

gator’s license on record. His first
license was %aken out

renewal was in 1927.

Captain Keen was attached to
| every revenue cutter in Washington
and Alaskan waters from 1869 to the
time of his retirement in 1915.

Like all men of the sea, he de-
sired to own a farm, so he pur-
chased 160 acres in Skagit County,

| but continued his work of piloting

vessels to Alaska. He sold his farm
later and removed his family to Se-
attle.

In 1903 he reentered the govern-
ment service permanently as pilot
and was retired in 1915 by a special
act of Congress,

Captain Keen was married in Port

Townsend to Annie S. Gage of Mont-
real, who died in 1910. Later he
married Ann Clare, who survives
him. He also is survived by three
| children, Mrs. A. E. LeBallister, Mrs.
John M. Spargur and Crosby E.
Keen.

seventy-one |
years ago in Sitka, Alaska. His last |




IT SEEMS TO ME

By J. R. Justice

After a long grind on the job getting away for a
week is like apple pie a la mode. One foreswears
all newspapers, telephones and leaves no forward-
ing address. But about the third day out, - if he

"~ runs across a home newspaper, he greets it like he
would a long-lost brother. Even the advertisements
are good reading.

And how many things can happen when you are
not keeping daily tabs. Captail Keen, father of
Mrs, LeBallister of The Star, is dead. Tom Bradley,
press foreman of The Star, is dead. Dr. Henry
Suzzallo goes to the hospital and the doctors shake

their heads,
% * %




