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By Bartlett

$17 Million
Ferry Bond

5 JUNEAU (AP) — Gov. Walter

. Hickel Tuesday introduced

through the House Rules Come

mittee, legislation proposing 2

:;qml T:Sli:;)]; g?neral obligation
F or ferry s

O nents. ry system Ims

The bill specifies that $10 mil=
lion of the proposed bond Issue
could be used only to match any
federal funds which might bes=
come available for ferry Iime
provements, )

The House Labor and Manages
ment Committee offered a bill
which would impose a tax of Ii'
cents per 1,000 cublc feet on all
patural gas flared, vented ar
otherw ise allpwed. to.ae=s et

the air,
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JUNEAU AP) — gen, E. L.
Bartlett, D-Alaska, said Saturday
troduce in the U.S, sen=

Alaska to use 2
ferry between Alaska and Puget

sound for three years.-,
as not optimistic, howev=

He W
er, about passage of the bill by
May, when the state will need
the South=

the ship to continue
east Alaska-Seattle run begun
last December.
Bartlett told The
Ppress by wire from
he has urged Gov. walter Ja
Hickel, In washington to seek
the exemption, to get the backs

ing of the maritime unions and
try for the
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to handle the expected record summer tourist traflic between
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ports. AS of this writing, the decision by Alaska to maintain
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Delayed

The “basketball special™
of the Alaska Division of
Marine Transporiations
which was sehedviodto leave
duneau Sunday morning with
the nearly 300 students and
rooters here for the South=
gastern Alaska Basketbhall
Tournament i broke downin
Ketchikan and will not ar-
rive until sometime Mon-
day, Rohert (Bud) Urquhart,
fraffic manager [or the sys-
tem, said.

Urguhart said that the
Taku has developed some en-
gine trouble which they are

'@ working on and expect to

have [ixed Sunday. The ship
will thengnake the l4-hour
trip direct to Juneau, ter-
minaling - i veyage -here
to pick up the Dbasketball
rooters. Y

The Taku will then head
for+Sitka, Petersburg, Wran-
gell and Ketchikan in that
order, and then going on to
Prince Rupert to get back
on normal schedule, the traf-
fic manager said.

The Malaspina will pick
up the Haines rooters Tues-
day onitgnortipound swing
from Sedftle and take those
people home,
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Ferry H

‘Must Be Passed’

Rep, Charles Sassara, D-An-
‘chorage, reaffirmed Wednesday
his earlier statement that a fer-
Ty bond issue must pass this
session if the state ferry sys-
tem is to be prevented from

. falling hopelessly behind in meet-

ing Alaska’s needs.

Sassara said he thought the
$12 million this bill calls for
‘this year was “‘entirely feasible
in view of the increased reven-
ues the state has discovered it

"“will receive,”

““The findings mean the legis-
lature will have to take a sec-
ond look at all the bills to re-

. establish priorities, he said, pre-
dicting another 60 days of ses-
sion will be needed “if we are
to do a responsible job of it."”

Speaking at the Democratic
Club luncheon, Sassara called
the ferry system bond bill and
the jet airports expansion bills
‘‘keys to everything else before
this legislature—if we want fo
open up this state we must pro-
vide easy access, and if the
ferries and airports don’t hap-
pen, nothing else will,”

Sassara said he felt “‘the Gov-
ernor had been greatly remiss
in not including a ferry bond is-
sue among the proposals he sent
down to the floor Tuesday.™

Apparently others agreed, be-
cause when it looked like the
proposal weould not be forthcom-
ing from the Third Floor, Sas-
sara produt€d HB 619, with the
bipartisan = sponsorship of 14
other House fnembers.

Some $15 tmillion was author-
ized for ferry system improve-

~eommunities

i yessel; a vessel tc call on the

vt

ments in the 1966 session.

Of this, Sassara said it was
“not doing the job that was exdy
pected because, quite franklyy
the Finance Committee and the
legislature just undershot the .
figure—they didn’t realize con-f
struction costs are rising ass
rapidly as they are.”” The first y
vessel to result from the 1966
measure will not be operatio
until 1969. |

“You must consider that it
takes at leasttwoanda half years,y
after an appropriation before you
ever see a vessel, so if we don’l’
pass the bond issue this session®’
so it gets on the 1968 generakd
election ballot, it will be 19724
74 before we’ll see the vessels.”:’l
The legislator cited an An-
chorage Times story in which’
Hickel said the state would ind
deed retain its ferry run togj
Seattle: ‘“The operation hasbeen
so successful that we should be
making two runs a week now but |
can’t because we don't have
enough vessels,”

Sassara thus found it “‘incom-
prehensible that the 1968-69 bud-
get now before us doesn’t con-
tain one red cent for ferry oper-:|
ation in the Puget Sound area,”’
Sassara said this would be taken
care of by the House Finance
Committee, of which he is a
member. '

The 12 million asked for in
the bill would enable what Sas-
sara termed “Phase III"’ of the
marine highway system’'s de-
velopment, It would include shut-
tle vessels over Berner’s Bay
and fo Skagway, to correspond
with the present highway pro-
gramj a shuttle link '~ *he Ket-

%kan area to connec: s.ctlakat-

ollis, Thorne Bay and other
with Ketchikan
without diverting the PugetSound
3
west side of Cook Inlet, and a.n-fl-

‘ other vessel for Prince Willlam

Sound.
- The represéntative called the

“ferry route to the west side of

lower Cook Inlet ‘‘essential to -«

.open up one of our richest po-

~tential ofl production areas and
.satisfy the economic and cul-
tural needs of some 25,000 liv-
.ing between Bristol Bay and the
.dower Kuskokwin River who are
now cut off.’” He sald extending
the present road downm the west
‘side of the inlet was unfeasible
_because of the '‘extremely pre-
" elpitous conditions’’ and that a
_marine highway wie the only al-
ternative,




Interim

Gov, Walter J. Hicke: announc-
#d today that he will meet in
Washington, D.C. Thursday with
federal officials in an effort to
secure a temporary certificate

permit the operation this coming
summer of a foreign built ferry
on the state marine highway
run between Southeastern Alas-
ka and Puget Sound.

The Governor is scheduled to
meet Thursday at the Depart-
| ment of Transportation,
| Secretary Alan Boyd of the De-
. partment of Transportation,

. Price Daniels, director of the
Office of Emergency Planning
and a former Governor of Texas,
and other officials from the two

[ federal agencies, have been

To RunForeign
'Built Ferry ©

P E R

‘Hickel to Seek’

Permit

Y.

asked to participate in the meet-
ing.

Also slated to take part are
John M. Haydon and Merle
Adlum, members of the Port @

wnder the Jones Act which will Seattle Commission; AlaskaSem.

E. L. Bartlett, Alaska Publie
Works Commissioner George
MacClanahan, and Capt. Herbert
Lockert, acting director of the
state Division of Marine Trans
portation, i
The Governor said the purpoge
of the meeting is to convince fed-
eral officials that Alaska _
be granted a temporary operats
ing certificate which will! gx&
empt the state from the Jomes
Act prohibition against usiu‘!
foreign built vessel betweell
American ports, L
Hickel disclosed that the stqte
is near agreement in negobifk
. Hons fo purchase a large ferry |
Which is for sale in Finlandy
He said the vessel under com-
sideration by the state, for" '@
price of ‘‘about $7 millionsom
a little less,’’ would fit requirée-
‘ments for use on the Alagka-
" Puget Sound run “perfectly, with'
little or no alteration needéd,)

; Blther to the ship or to exists

ing terminal facilities.”” ,
The Governor sald a com=
parable ship built in the United
States would cost *at least 40
per cent more and would prob-
_able take three years to build.*®
Hickel sald he requested Barts'
‘lett fo arpange the Washingtoh®
i meetings. The session wald
;scheduled so that the Governog)
could take part in the meeg‘,
while he is in Washington
v the National Governor’s White
House ‘Conference. A
Hickel s slated to depart Jus

neau for Seattle Tuesday after

'ioon. He will overnight in Seatfie’
!Tuesday, then continue to Washs
dngton Wednesday morning., 3

The Governor’s Conference
will open at 6:30 p.m. Wednes-
day withareceptionfor members

. of Congress at the Washingtomy

Hilton. vif
The Governors’ business seg=.
slon Thursday will include &

| three-hour meeting with presi<'®

‘dent Johnson at the White Housey !
and a series of committee meelsy
ings fo be chaired by the vars
ious Governors. o

The Governor and Mrs, Hies"

kel will also be at the White W)
House Thursday night forablacks
tie dinner to be hosted by Presh,.
dent and Mrs. Johnson, 5
Following the governors’ busi=
DeSE on Friday, the Goverss
(hor. will leave Washington efiy
oute | to Juneau, He ig"
. to arrive back in the
Capital at 1:20 p.m. Saturday,
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Purchase Gets
Discussed in
Washington

WABHINETON (AP) — Frobe
lems invelved In the proposed
purchase & a forelgn ship for
ferry seryiice between southeast
Alaska and Puget Sound were
discussed jThursday by visiting
Alaskans, members of Congress
and federal officlals,

" An Alagka group, led by Gov,
Walter sald the state
Proposes o pay Ilion for 2
ship bullt in FI i1 and fit it

J, Hickel,
o

into thg ferry system linking
Alaska wommunities with Wash-
ington te,

Poasible means of eliminating

an apparent legal obstacle were
discussed, The Jones Act, which
prohibits the use of foreign-bullt
Ships of routes between United
Btates ports, Is the obstacle,

It was agreed that exemption
bills would be Introduced by

i e o 1

Sens. Ernest Gruening and E.
L, Bartlett, Alaska Democrats;
and Rep. Howard W. Pollock, R-
Alaska,

Howeverl Ben, Warren G,
Magnuson, D-Wash,, and sever-
al other conferees recommended
that Alaskans seek to eliminate
any possible labor union opposis
tion to give the bills a better
4hance in Congress,

Magnuson Is chairman of the
Senate Commerce Committee,
His suggestion was seconded by
a member of the House Coms=
merce Committee, Rep. Thomas
N, Downing, D-Va,

A spokesman for the Maritime
Administration, - James Gullck,
sald he belleved ap exemption
would be approved by «the secs
retary of commerce only on
proof’ natlonal defense was |ne
volved,

The Alaskans sald they would
consider tryig to show that the
ferry is needed for defense,
since [t wouwld transport some
military persSonnel,

Hickel said' It might be neces-
sary to stop the ferry service In
mid-1968 If @nother ship cannot
be oblained,!

He sald Alaska has $7 million
to pay for a $hip twlce as large
48 any In the present leet, He
estimated {8 would take four
years to have such a ship built
in domestic ¥ards,

Alaska has one ship on order
from a domestic builder and
will call foribids for another,

At one bld%opening, It was re-
ported, only three US., flrms
made constructiom offers, while
18 came {rom foreigm yards,

Among Alaskans who partici=
pated in . ke conferepce, were
the congressional elegation
members; George Benesch, as-
sistant state attorney general,
and George McClamaban, public
works commissioner.

Spokesman for the Port of Se-
attle and three carrier unions
Supported the proposal for

|a temporary dJones Law exe
| emption,

ALASKA STATE FERRIF

Seattle Ferr

The Alaska Marfhe Highwily Sys-
tem announced the departure of the
Tustemena for Seattle leawving the
city terminal at 10 p.m. Suiday,
Space is available {or passenzers
and vehicles, Passenger [ipes
are. $50.75 one wa¥; pusseliger
veliicle and driver Tare s
$181.50, Contact the purser Suy.

‘day morning for reservations,

IS’ COURSE toward getting

| & ship for the Puget Sound run has some observers puz-
| zled. I,astl week’s talk about buying two I_,Ibel't\."i}t"“\.ﬂ
sounded like dreamstuff to men familiar with the ‘:1}5\{-
speed and antique capabilities of Libertys. The Ima

the big ferryboat that
| ports and would take
| docks she'd be using.

Alaska wants to buy, lacks side
some revamping fo fit in with

But you can’t fault Alaska Gov. W i

But you can't Alas} . Walter Hickel‘s en-
e-rg}. This winter s rewarding tryout has convinced Ala?;-
kans — and “-ashlngtr}i_}ian:s — that the Alaska ferries
need a year-round Puget Sound link as soon as they caf:

find one,
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Bill 46 Ask Foreign

FERRY EXPANSION:

it - —— e v

Evyes May Be Bigger E}

Ferry for Alaska Use ]
BUNEAU —(AP)— Sen. this countr; 2 ' |
v ) ] obstacle to be an a e S u ge I rr i
4 overcome ir_'\ laska, Barts ) 1
| jid, w be the A considerable expansion of southern summer traffic. k1 l
4 ich ations on foreign iB- the Alaska State Ferry System Under the current plan the Rep, Charles Sassara, D-An- _qu
W use a vestments set by the admini- is In the offing. The latest fig- supership will eventually replace chorage introduced a bill calling | |
Ty br'm'r-r'-:" stration in an attempt to cut ures testify heartily to its suc- the Tustemena which will be for an additional $12 million [
Fuget Sound for thre the U.S. balance of trade cess and growth potential. But pastured on the Sitka run with bond Issue for ferries to go on
e was not o deficit IS appears our eyes may be possible stops in Hoonah, Kake the ballot next election. 1
Bowever, ut He said purchase of the bigger than our current budget Angoon and other places. Then “It's our last chance until |8
the bl"-__ L ship, to cost more than 6.5 In rounding out our fleet. there’s need for two ferries in 1871 and that would mean 1972 | B
gtate wi nee million, would have to be A §$15.5 million bond issue Prince Willlam Sound, Haines- before the beoals could actually ' 1
Icmhr'-i;z“ the Southe 5= _ cleared by the administra- was passed in 1966 with the - go under construction,’’ he said. |
,.ka-SE‘;atl-\lr.:_ run begun 1ast gign. hopes “of adding four vessels y “It's a major goof-up on the _
' Dece"-l']{"f' s o to our navy. The first bid for part of the administration not | 8
told the Associts a 193 foot vessel was $3 mil- [V Skagway shultle, one 'for the jave introduce bill them- H
B B wita Tri L gEway ’ to have introduced the bill them .
A '..- WiI'e eIii St = :ion and .i r;m;‘h highermtgh!ca? i{ei(.-hika:l airport llo r!\r!e::aki!la selves,” Sassara maintained.

x " e be¢ expected for the 00! and maybe a vessel for the Yu- Sassara said he held his mea- ' I
Waz.m St ]-_,_ [x.-, k the ,,i:j eve}lb supership on which bids will be kon River. . sure until the last possible day ! ||_‘
BmiBtion, to get the backing opened March 24th. In a struggle to juggle the for introductionof personal bills, | | g
I - maritime unions :‘.rﬁi - T The problem is compounded by increased number cr‘smps zpid The nor could still intro- |:|
the I 1stry AQI’ S‘ L' S the le--‘ililrﬂlll success of the higher costs, the aul'mmstratlfm duce a bill through committee but &
for the b : LAY /@ & sSealtle-Ketchikan run which be- has been eyeing foreign-built ves- Sassara guesses he’ll back his

gan as an off-season experiment, sels, measure instead, I .
BARTLEETT SAID has bill s * LilSl’l'lJ{'![? produced 3 $2,078.42 | ¢1 don’t see any way the $I5 Gov. Hickel said this mﬂrﬂlﬂg ,':”
would amend the Mariti AR T / [Jl'!}f:u on the southbound rum, '* milion can cover _l]le bullding fr

f of 1920 — whicl (:/1 l ‘/ /- l( $11,224.79 northbound and @ | program,”’ said George Mae- ' 8
Ehe tse af ”, = oy ;1:r;;r:sit:g crop of winter-tours Clanahan, Commissioner of Pub- that. he has no ferry bonds th )
Bhive between U ists. I we're to tap this re- | le Works, as he looked over ’ he’s supporting at this time and '
until the to 1 JUNEAU ® — An increase in the | source Inthe summer yetanother plans and bids. does not plan to send any legis- | [
money federal income tax exemption to $1,500 | ship will be needed. The one “‘But they're building almost lo& n down for them. i

. n Alaska and federal to Alaska’s that inakes the run is needed for a sister ship to what we want % ‘31’ we don’t get this foreign 1
erry sysiem were ady by Rep. {on the southeastern run) in a bottom vessel the other ship W
Te R-Anchorage, Monday ia forelgn yard for $1,800,000" he will be two years in the build- 1]
a speect fore the state employes' s a{l::‘fi.ld ’ it ing,” he said. .
sciation - < . onday Gov., Walter Hicke > ed gt
mﬂl_.. e SR bltka F( rry disuluse; that the siate is near % E;Ei_rsfsz?:atﬁgm\izzf z?dge of Il
STEVENS, majority --._'.-t..h‘." of 1|jc Ferry service to Sitka will agreement in negotiations fo e gt o open Bristol Bay. L
House and a candidate for the Repub- |  yomain” rigsgentially the purchase a large ferry in Fin- More boats are needed to do a
dican nomination to the U.S. Senate, same’ as last year accord- land. The price is $7 million proper job in southeastern. We
sai1d that in the days of Abraham Lin- ing to Robert Urquhart, traf- “*more or less' and the vessel ed a lai‘ger vessel In Kodiak I
coln’s administration the personal ex- fic manager for the State could make the :’LlaSk:I} Puget and a more suitable one for {
from federal income was Division of Marine Transpor- Sound run “perfectly, with little Prince William Sound, There’s
tation. Three ferries a week or no algeralir.-n needed either also a good possibility of using "
| for a return to that level, | 1\_'-’1“ stop at Sitlllc;. dThe tﬁl ;I: ::]ieus‘i“g or existing terminal them on the Yukon River,” he
yal $500 exem for e manager pointed out acllities, q
, :le.I \'-,I_\_I!,]..,.:\(.:1r.1|m!‘-1-'1=: the problems Involved in get- A mjnpalrahle slﬂp ::ui[tt :g adiend weyeball estimation” of
cost of limiting statistics on a region by | HHE ferries through the nags the U5 “would tost shou his bond issue added up to two
- il .l. £ statist g101 ) roys to Sitka dictate the per cent more, he esUm.llt?d. small vessels andalai‘gel' one.
s schedule, i order fto use a foreign But Sassara also predicted the
; that Washington State has | vessel here the state must get fotal bonds requested would be
ni of the cost of cone k g waver of the Jones Act either r 1 illion "
r > : upped to $14%2 or $15 m .
from Congress or the Maritime vefore it got to the ballot, |

rries from the federal lwf_‘\ils Firln |

ns said Alaska should

Commission. I
Hickel said he will meet #n

ng new

goyvernment, Steve

Ll
g Bow Bidde
be entitled to the 40w l(l (I er | Washington with federal officitls B WL T - -
HE ALSO protested the | . T in an effort fo secure a tem- N ESSE—n SSOSETEEEE
] 1] interstate highe () n N ew F(_‘rr‘f porary certificate to permit op- :_;:E T ‘:‘-f i TG'_E:_ ? c-:E"E BS ﬁ‘j 3 l
would have s - s eration this summer. B B8 Ya ] ST 2SSl % I
this year if JUNEA L'.- WF) = A Texis “Plans are going to jell very wrox»8dEE Bwm G R
AR S firm, Levingston Shipbuilding k. = ol EeogS8¥aens F 2= g - 1= .
. Were ly to the st8l@ 85o “was the apparent low bide rapidly when we find out about E': mabuSSn 375 a0 T .
recemving sAare der Thur y owrd 370-foot ferry the [UI‘E‘lgh \"ESSI:"I,” MacClan- £ :E E"m = ”"2 =5 “E‘ 5 g :: ! |
W i 3 for the state®s marine highway ahan predicted, WPEoESE28 BL® E'f.g:‘_ B
mentioning U.S. Sen. Ere & J S e 5 NS g EESS a T e
; 4| . system, He said his department had PEGEHE JTETE g HE A
S0, SRNEEN said The Orange, Tex,, firm bid drawn up several prospective | 2ESGS_SE. 5825 g%r
' 10 replace in the S8 1 ¢n 997 900 for the basic vess 4™ congressional bills that would Bl voptagas EF g g
fte “just not doing the job he shoWld™} o™ Ui does not include the allow for just Alaska to use a 2SEX ESTEaZ & 8o =32 i
be doing as a member of the Interior engines. The estimate of the | '™ foreign vessel, or for other L'i = E_—_‘_E D SR Eﬁ;—r 53w .
and Insuler Affairs Committee.” architect, Philip F. Spaulding states, and other possibilities. E"g—f g'gc{-'?_ﬁ -.g : 28 P u:. e
and associates of Seattle, Wash,, Asked if he thought the plan ESSEZc8 . » HAg agﬁ .1
nds was $9,224,770, with engines. had a chance in the face of ‘*Jj‘g;-(f:,, HE8E £ :jés"*
ALASKA'S FERRY BUSINESS is doing hetter than Levingston said il could meet current concern about the -t2 = 9 EL?E - gﬁ.;::‘.c ac ‘
its crabs, thanks to the past winfer's inspiration for a A dellvery date of April 15, 1970, country’s gold drain, MacClame SEcE2ou2E wesIs8S i
Seattle run. Alaska Ferries traffic manager Bud Urqu- and sald Seattie: deliverv would ahan said it did. E E3E<o Eas SEE<Z3S
hart tells us the Seattle ferry is averaging better than i ; -..'.l’um..:l _'\l":‘,.'u?_?.' “The law deleates all requitey W g o g-: Exd S l; g§anv ﬁ,“
813,000 a week in operating profit. That compares with o Ofil{-:‘ "_»Ilflh - .U"".".' o1 mants.on rest::1(rtlng'{:9re:gn\'95- E FzEgcae g LS § g e
= i M P . &- e i s : s I 3 x and $11,692, 12T were recelved by sels for the United States when oS 2 SV w ,::_'::_:.. g a
51,&]0 a week for the ferry that stops her run south at the department of public works, foreign bottoms are used for %::"'53 5o - 4 _'g A gsé !
: ._PI'I]'ILE‘ Iulpm L_ e RN i !‘iit;ltll;lrv:fulrlli;:]: , I,u 1‘|Tllf:I ."-(’ljll'.ll'lllh': IJLIIUI].-‘(-_' purposes, The U.S, Goy- :':;E ©'F 5;152 fgfgg V:__g = |
Public Wurk;, 5':& ;hl:“ hi\;.:. ernment could purchase this CAERERESE = gé__}__': ‘E

ferry inithe publicinterest, may=""
be the State of Alaska can,” he

would be studled and te swird
announced “within: 30 days,
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Hickel Planning

.-

Ferry Decision

|

. JUNEAU (AP) — Gov. Walter |
|Hickel said today a decision
would be made within a week|
ton whether to buy a 1,200-pas-
genger ferry in Finland, and
that he is inclined in favor of
{'the purchase.

Just back from a trip o
Washington, D.C., Hickel said
the plan fo buy the ferry had
gleared two hurdles when the
geeretaries of Commerce and
Transportation said they had no
objections

The ship would be used to con-
tinue direct state ferry service
between Southeast Alaska and
Puget Sound.

Within A Week

A factor in deciding whether
to buy the ship, the governor
said, would be an indication he|
hopes to receive this week from
the U.S. Atftorney General on
whether the Jones Act, which
prohibits use of foreign bottoms
between U.S. ports, applies to
government-owned ships

Commerce Secretary Alexand-
ler Trowhrige has sent two
Coast Guati: inspectors to Fin-
land to inspect the ship and de-
[ termine how nearly it conforms
to U.S. requirements, Hickel
| said.
| Fhe governor said the stale|
has about $12 million left in it

[ferry bond funds, The !-'mnish|
Herry would cost about §7 mil

Hickel sdid that while inj
{Washington he renewed his ar-|
ment that Alaska is entitled |
18" federal aid for its marine
ghighway, through the interstate
highway program or other fed-
gal programs
4'"He said if permission to oper-|
e the new ferry between Puget]
{Sound and Alaska is not grant-|

Hed. Alaska's “ace in the hole™{

Wwould be a run between Puget
{8ound and Prince Rupert, B.C.
i As to arguments the ferry|
lshould not be under the Jones|
1Ac1.‘ Hickel said the federal govs|

ment itself uses foreign-builk]
essels; that the state is not im
Yeompetition with any private
garrier; and that foreign bofe/
foms—Canadian ferries— would!
dget the traffic if the Alaska fer-
ry does not. |
1' On other subjects, Hickel said |

he belivesithe water standards|
gought for Alaska by Interior
Secretary Stewart Udall are|
Y100 extreme.” |
1| He sald a controversial bill he|
Hgent to the legislature to bar the|
peturn of gravel, sand and mud
from placer mining back into
eams. would just barely |
Himake Alaska standards accept-
able to the federal government |
Wpurification isn't enough,” |
Hickel said. “They want water
¥ be returned to its original
$Etate. You couldn’t float a log in
i and meet that standard.
#you can't put something 50|
gltreme into practice,” he said. |
WiWe're not for polluting water,
but_we are for a reasonable |

1
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INVITATION for BIDS

STATE OF ALASKA
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
DIVISION OF MARINE TRANSPORTATION

Sealed bids in single copy for furnishing all labor,
equipment and materials, and performing all work for
Contract MT-94 will be received until 2:00 P.M.,
PST, March 18, 1968, in the Commissioner’s office,
Pouch Z, Juneau, Alaska 99801.

Project consists of installing and reconstruction of
dolphins and other related dock work at the State
of Alaska Ferry Terminals at Ketchikan, Alaska and
Petersburg, Alaska.

Bid proposals and specifications may be obtained by
all who have a bona fide need for .them for bidding
purposes from the Director, Divisionof Marine Trans-
portation, Department of Public Works, Pouch R, Ju-
neau, Alaska 99801.

George R. MacClanahan
Commissioner of Public Works

Pub: March 3, 6, 7, 1968

————

GOVERNOR:

Outlines
Ideas

Minors Summoned

District Attorney Ron Bireh
has issued summons for 10
minors to appear in court May

| 31. They have been charged
with Minor in Possession.

Names of the ten are: Ep-
nest J. Smith, John Lockert
Thon;as R. Kelly, Karen L:
Kasnick, Frank Bruman, Rick
Buckner, Avonna L. Caldwell

and Christian L. Turner were
taken by State Troopers dur-
ing last weekend’s roundup
of partles at Dredge ‘Lake
and the Auke Bay recreation
area,

State Troopers say they
hage filed nine more corn‘-
plaints with the District Af-
torney,

Long-Range
for Ferries to

Link States, ‘Inlet

gram inthe state’s rural schools.

Hickel also predicted that Gov.
Nelson Rockefeller would not
have a chance for the Republi-
can presidential nomination if he
did not “enter the Oregon pri-
mary and win."”

The Governor appeared to be
ready to reluctantly approve 2
Senate bill that would increase
the oil and gas production tax by
2 per cent for one year.

“We still have not definitely
solved the problem of the Seattle

Cav, Walter J. Hickel today
outlined his long-range ideas for
a pair of large vessel ferry con-
nections that would link the Plget
Sound area with the Anchorage-
Seward area.

Hickel described the plan dur-
ing an explanation of his éh-
visioned use of $17 million in
ferry bonds he is asking this
legislature to put on the Novems
ber ballot.

On other subjects in a wide-
ranging press conference, the
Governor called for adrugabuse
bill that “would put some dis-

cipline’” in the law and said he
has instigated a ‘‘hat soup” pros-

el said.
He said he hadreceiveda wire
Monday indicating “‘it might be
* possible’” for the state to pur-
chase a vessel of foreign manu-
facture for the Ketchikan-Seattle
N trip.
%, Of the approximately $11 mil-
! lion in the state ferry fund, Hic-
kel said he anticipated spending
I ‘qhout $10 million on ships,”
W and the remainder on facilities
and maintenance.
“We really need two vessels
" .on the Seattle run,’” Hickel said,
44 adding that the use of the pend-
o4 ing $17 million bond issue vwill
depend on how Wwe solve that
rum.’’

1y

run, but we are close to it,” Hie-

If existing money is used in
that area, the Governor said
that %7 million of the bond 18-
sue would be used to replace
the Tustumena on Its run (€
Kodiak, and to provide a ves-
sel for operation on Prince Wil
liam Sound.

The Tustumena would then be
brought to Southeastern Alaska
for use on a circuit to Sitka
he said.

The $10 million portion of the
pending $17 million bond isSue
has been included “‘to try to gel
the federal government (o See
the wisdom of helping us on Qux
marine highway,”’ by providing
federal matching funds, which
could come from a variety of
sources, Hickel said.

Provided that federal funds
are available, the state could
get two additional lar.e vessels
to create ‘‘the ultimate marine
highway. . .from Puget Sound i@
the Anchorage-Sewardarea,’” the
Governor said.

He predicted that four large
vessels plying such a circuil
“‘oould be operated without any
subsidy. "’

In answer to a question, Hie-
kel said he has no plans now for
Cook. Inlet ferries,




® Vote for One Thing

pgggz_.rmiean Alaskn Enpire, Monday, March 18, 1968
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And Get Another?

Occasionally Alaskans vote for one thing and geted
gnother .

This happened under the Egan administration
Wwhen money in a bond issue for both international
girports ended up at one airport.

happening again under the new

n in regard to state ferries.

5t the state should not lightly altér |
ed purposes, If there are good reasons for
uld be not only explored but made
wise is not to keep faith with the

November 1966 voted in favor of |
'ral obligation bonds for state
tion the state came out with
f the bond propositions. In thig:
'-1/2 million would be used to
construct a Southeastern ferry, and another §7-1/2
uthwestern vessel. The remaining
to add facilities and berths.
administration is talking of the
buying two World War Il Liberty ships
istern run, It is also negotiating for @
latter would cest less than a UL
wld be used on the Puget Sound
1ilt ship could be exempted from
lar case.
these negotiations, the state has
that half of th: 1966
sarmarked for expansion of the
\laska Marine Highway System.
ylicating factor is that the state
t have the two voter-authorized
bond amount, after all. The
wve asked for a supplemental
ap priation, but didn’t .
' kel's current aim is to continue
the summer tourist
ne at that time of year with
erries because they’ll

Finnis y
S.-built vess

the fact

ghins watlt for the

I
‘31 h
9§ .I(\l I

during

istern i

winter success of the Puget
revenue vs. cost arithmetic
the administration to date, we are coming
al d to the view that this was an excellent idea,
| indeed be continued.
od reasons for expanding the
ice, putting a larger vessel on the
using the Tustumena possibly ta
and link up smaller
1s Angoon, Hoonah and Kake.

administration is quite
track, it should not be
tlaterally on 4 one-way track.

Full disclosure of all options before the best ongé

ould serve to Keep faith with the

ers remoye possibility of public
y igisim focusing on future bond issues.

€ arc aiso go

ervice

imunities s
S0 that while the

bdBly on the right

selected

the

ss101

Se
?For House'

JUNEAU (AP) — The Houses
$0f Representatives in a night
Sgssion Thursday passed bills
Which would authorize statewide
Yotes this ycar on $18 million in
ferry bonds and $1.2 million in
tiospital bonds,

The two bills were part of &

93,7 milllon general obligatiGn
bond package on the night sess
Slon*s calendar,

The rest of the measures were
held from consideration for final
i{Passage by the Democratic mi=
Wnority, which prevented the nece
essary three-fourths majorlty
4pproval necessary for advanége
ment to third reading,

Observers said, however, that
Pessage of the rest of the bomt
Package on Friday was assured,
In view of the lopsided votes by

which democratic attempts to
amend the bills were beaten
down,

The Republicans hold a 25-1F
ddvantage in the House mem=
bership,

The first of the bond bills
which would authorize $18 mil-
lion for the State Ferry System,
#as passed on a 34-6 vote,

Of the®18 millim, $1 millfon
Would be authorized for Inaugu-
ration of 2 Yukon River Ferry,
Al amendment offered by Dems=
Ofratic Reps, Mike Bradner of
Falrbanks, and Tom Balone of
Nome that would commit the $1
million to that use alone, was
voted down,

Bradner had protested that
legislative intent for disposition
0f bond monies had beén over-
ridden by the administration in
tha past, Rep, Harold D, Strande
berg R-Anchorage, chairman of
the finance commlittee, sald

| Done of the rest of the bond ate

thorlzation would be tied down
£0 specific uses, and additionals
iy, that fhe voters probably

| Would refect the $1 million for

Tukon River ferry bonds as 2
seéparate Issue,

The original bill, to which the
adminstration ferry program
was attached by the finance
commitiee; was under the spone
sorshipof Rep. Charles Sa ssara,
D-Anchorage,

He sald afterward that pase
sage of a general obligation
bond bill initiated by an individe
ual, rather than the administra=
tion, was unprecedented in the
state,

The intent of the legislation,
while not binding In terms of
the bill, would be to use $7 mil-
lion far designing, acquiring,
acquiring, constructing, equip=
ping and making other ecapital
improvements to the ferries,

The other $10 million would be
avallable for matching feleral

funds for ferry capital improvee rl
ments, if they should become |

aviailable, "

%2
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Ashore and Afloat
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Seward Ferry To
Take Passengers :

By JAY WELLS
Maritime Editor, The Times

This year's only passen-
ger-ship sailing from Seattle
to Seward, Alaska, has been
scheduled for Monday, it
Wwas announced today by
Alsaka State, :

The ferry Tustumena will
leave Pier 37 about 10 a. m.

The ferry, which has been
in Seattle for her annual ov-
erhaul and the installation of
& new boiler, has cabin ac- |
tommeodations for 42 passens
£¢ers and can carry about 35
ftutomobiles,

The ship, which serves Ko-
diak from the Alaska main-
fand, will stop in Juneau for
about four hours next
Wednesday on her way ta
Seward. :

Tickets for the Tustumena
sailing may he purchased
aboard ship at Pier 37 be-
tween 9a, m, and 3:30 p. m.

The Tustumena sailing is
IN ADDITIO TO THE R
in addition to the regular |
Saturday sailing of an |
Alaska ferry from Seattle to
Southeastern-Alaska ports,

i

Rap. Tom Fink, R-Anchorage,
who voted against the measure,
sald he opposed it because the
capital costs could not be amor=
tized by operating revenues, He
Sald 20 per cent, or $5 milllm
per year, of the state”s Income
tax proceeds, would have to go
o debt service for present ferry
Pond authorizations and the one
in the bill,

Strandberg replled that the
ferries operated profitably with
regard to their operating exa
penses, but that the state had
discarded the self-amortizing
theory,

Reps, Willlam J, Moran, De
Anchorage, and Ted Stevens, R-
Anchorage, said the concept of
ferry bonding was the same as
in bullding & reoad, in which the
beneficial use fo the public was
the factor weighed,

5
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| Good- bye
George? '-

Will Commissioner George
MacClanahan resign this month?
Sources close to the Department
of Public Works say ves., Mac-
Clanahan "has been in Anchorage
this weekend and cannot be reach-
ed for comment but his wife did
not deny the rumor when
quer.ied,

One Capitol source even in-
dicated that Gov. Walter J. Hie="'}
kel has had MacClanahan’s let-
ter of resignation on his desk |
‘“for a month” but has done |
nothing about it,

It was said on MacClana-
han's appointment last January
that he took the assignment o
4 year's leave from Burgess
Construection (.‘ompan_-.' of Fairsrl
banks where he served as man- . |
ager of heavy equipment,

At this time Hickel noted the
administration was very lucky
fo have his services,

‘He is a hard working Alas-
kan who dccepted this appoint-
ment at a personal sacrifice so
e could serve the state,’” the

Eovernor said,

MacClanahan is a registered
engineer with the state and holds
a4 degree in Civil engineering
from the University of Alaska,
He is also a member of the
board of Directors of e Alaska
chapter of Associated Geueral
Contractors, )

afy
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PUBLIC WORKS con

Works }"ri.‘fay‘
ably with

¥ the public works position a y}sr ago last Ja
in Juneau, at Ieas(l
plans to head north i the near future, He

wever for consultation on publie

§ family is remaining
{ th(:‘ construction man
Siid he

would be available, ho

works programs instigated whi

partment
for the Cumrmssirmership.

5.. Ge orge |
| Is

When George MacClanahan
tq:;k the assignment as Commis-
sloner of Public Works he took

Leavingl

IMISSIONE R—¢
iis last day officially as Commissi

He said he will return to

le

the deputy commissioner and tempor
until another appointment is

Strandbere

1

G

lifetime resident of Alaska, born
in Fairbanks. He Is a 1931 grad-
uate of the University of Alaska
with a degree in mining engineer-
ing and geplogy, & field he has
been active in for many years
near Manley Hot Springs.

In the past ye rs Strandberg
has made his hume in Anchor-
age, where he served for 14
years on %he Anchorage Port
Commissiofl, including a siint
as commission chairman in the
early 50’s ‘when the Cook Inlet
city was first developing Iils
present ambitious port facilities.

He also served on the Terri-

torial Boamd of Highway Com-

Veteran Alaska legislator Har-
old Strandberg, 59, was named
Commissioner of Public Works
today by Gov. Walter J. Hickel,
just one day after the adjourn-
ment of the legislature.

Strandberg will take over im-
mediately the $23,778-a-year
position vacated by George Mac-
Clanahan on March 15.

The Anchorage Republicanhas
served in eight sessions of the
House of Representatives, in-
cluding four as chairman of the
House Finance Committee,

In an announcement released
by the Governor's Office, Strand-

e 'N oW

State

that position in helping outline
early specifications for the pres-
ent marine highway system.

Strandberg also worked with
the federal Aviation Agency in
the 1940s as an engineer.

Strandberg is a member of
the Alaska Chapter of the Sos
ciety of Professional Engineers
and the Alaska Miners Associa-
tion, and a former director of
he Anchorage Chamber of Com-+
merce.

He and his wife, Barbara,
have three sons, David, 28, an
engineer with Standard Oil In
San Francisco; Douglas, 23, a
law school student in Seattle,

berg said he would ‘“‘put parti-
cular emphasis on a long-range
program aimed at providing mod-
grn airfield facilities for BVery
community in the state."

He also said the Publie Works
Department ‘‘would stress, ., ,de=
velopment of the marine highway
system."’

The governor hailed Strandes
berg's appointment as ‘“‘a de-
¢isive move aimed at putting an
expert in a vital decision-mak=-
ing position.'
he was in office. Mel Cook fs The new c;.rnuni:&siun_er is &
arily in charge of the de-

made by Governor Hickal

L,
eorge M:irt,’iamhan, putin |
oner of the Dept. of Public ||
private industry, prob- |
ked before accepting
nuary, MacClanahan’s
until school is out, but

missioners, and was active in

LGgprge )

and Steven, 12, at home,

THAT OTHER WALLY—With the departure of Commissioner
facClanahan of the Department of Public Works a week
of so #&go, and the notification of Deputy Commissioner Mal
Cook by one of Governor Hickel’s assistants Friday that he was
mrnug{l{,, it leaves a big gap to be filled in that departmeni

This gap, the Listener 1is told, was filled before the suddes
damise of Cook.

Apparently the man to get the Cominissioner’s job is party
faithful mnd well-thought-of Wally Kubley, who is wearing two
tats now, deputy commissioner of Commerce, and legislative

IR R E R E RS

AT A B e
ot X
AND THEY ROLL RIGHT ALONG—There has been about a 50
per cent turnover in Commissioner positions and the f:1ke in the
Hickel administration in a little over a year and it hasn't stopped assistanl, to the governor.
yet. ‘ :
"' ' Commissioner of Public Works left

&

it for just a year but he’ll put™

in a little overtime before he
actuially resigns.

“I don’t want to leave things
updonfe-. One is the terminal de-
sign for the Anchorage airporh
| But I think Wakef{:ISd hasp;l::
| Ipretty much in hand.” he sajd,
{' The problem that remainsis
{ finding a ferry to make the Ket-
\.chikan Seattle run, He said nego-

tiations are still going on with fhe

_Coast Guard and in Washington
¢ 4n regard to the state purchase
i lof & foreign vessel,

“I think we can very probably

o S

get a waver of the Jones act

w(which will not allow fore

¢ bottoms shipping in Ameri

ports) through Congress or
haps the Maritime cgomnnssi{f:,{:
“he predicted, The problem sholld
be resolved by the end of fhe
. monthdor the first week in Mareh,

George MacClanahan, the '
go to go back to private industry.

Mel Cook, his deputy commissioner has been running the de-
partment. But now the story goes that Cookis leaving shortly—and

not by his own design especially.
{r’: e i
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his position a week a
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A LITTLE LATE THERE CAPTAIN—The tale was
sel, in the Gold Room at the "Ba¥anpf Western for a

7 p.m. dinner.
I

: The cocktail party in the outer lobby began prompt-

Iy at 6 o’clock and the guest afhgugr was toasted by
ope and all—and toasted—and toasted—and toasted.
* When the cocktail party was about half over and the
filce toasts were turning to crisp toast, people began
%6 cot a little worried as it wasn't like the guest of
nor to be that late for a cocktail party, especially
| one in his honor.
. Finally 7 o’clock, the dinner hour rolled around,
“and still no guest of honor and people were really
"beginning to get panicky—as well as hungry.
F¥L Finally about 7:15 in came Capt. Greg Mangan, the
| guest of honor.
f *= Mangan, retiring as Director of the Division of
|  Marine Transportation had Lzen sitting home won-
| dering whyinell they didn’t start cocktail parties at a
| _dacent hour—like 6 o’clock.
L) Somebody in the ferry system obviously missed the
_%qat. Mangan had the wrong schedule.

Ml By

L

| of the Division of Marine Transe

-

t e

ockert NewFerry Boss

JUNBAU—The appointment of nounced today by Gov. Walter J,
Capt,»Herbert J. Lockert as Hickel. :
directgr of the Division of Mar- Lockert’s appointment 1s effeg-
ine Transportation inthe Depart- tive immediately. He has bheen
ment of  Public Works was an- serving as acting director of the
! division since the retirementof

Capt, Gregory Mangan in Febii~
1| ary.

¥ l ert App{)i“ted |1 Lockert, 52, joined the division

in 1964 as marine superintendent
JUNEAU (AP)— Capt, Herbert | and operating manager for Ehé
J. Lockert was named director

division, serving directly under
% e .‘ .:l \.:’

I =

portation today by Gov, Waller =
Hickel,

Lockert, 52, has been acting
head of the division since the re=
tirement of Capt, Gregory Mans
gan in February, The salary of
Lockert?s new post is $19,380,

Mangan Quits

JUNEAU (AP) — Capt. Griege

Lockert joined the division in
1964 as marine superintendent
and operating manager of the
division, serving directly under
Managan,

Mangan, director of the Division
of Marine Transport tion for 5%
yeurs, sald today he plans to ‘pes
Hre and has resigned effective
Feb, 29,

Mangan first joined the dixis
sion as port captain In Noveéms
Ber 1961 and was appointed s
rector of the divislon a year la=
ter,

No successor has been named,




JONES ACT:

Bartlett Sﬁi}ﬁort |
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Asked by Hickel

Gov. Walter J. Hickel has re-

quested the support of Sen. E,

L. (Bob) Bartlett, D-Alaska, in
the state’s fight to win a three

year walver of the Jones Act.

In a letter to Bartlett, Hic-
said that a few Alaskans
the ferry pur-
ghase on the basis of the Jones

kel
had begrudged

Act and in the beliel that it would

Strandberg'
To Explain\
Scheduling

Harold Strandberg, commis«
sianer of Public Works and Budi
Upqubart, traffic manager for
the division of Marine Transpor-
tation, will go to Sitka Friday toy
explain the new ferry scheduley
for that city and to answer quess |
tlons, |

Urquhart reported that thed
1668 summer ferry schedule will{
hive. one northbound and (weo
sputhbound ferries stopping . in |
Sitka a week. This (:ompares'
with two ferry stops a week
goph way last summer.

Thig is a drop of four {erry‘
gtops irom June 1 to September,
Upgiert said. According 1o
Stvandberg the reduction in nums
Ber of ferries will be offset by

lncteased passenger servicel
sinee all through traffic will be+
put on the new Swedish bullt
farry. ,

-

The governor disclosed fthat
Sate negotlations for a German
¥vessel for the Southeast Alaskae
Puget Sound run have failed,
and an offer of $6,9 million has
Peun made for a Swedish vessel !
20 be delivered by June 1 at
Seattle,

Hieckel said the shipl because it
woultin® meet Coast Guard
Specifications, would have to be
operated this year, if it 1Is
Dought, under a foreign flag.

It would be manned by Amers
ioan Seamen, however, he said,

adversely affect the balance of
payments. ‘

In answer he called the sem-

ator’s attention to the Navy’s ré=
cent purchase of two ocean surs
vey ships from a British shi;.u
building firm and the purchase
of $196,500,000 worth-of British
and Swiss power generators by
the Tennessee Valley Authority,
| “Turbine generatorsare read-
fly available in America,”” the
Governor wrote, ‘‘Ships of the
fype we needed are not.” _

Hickel went on to say that the
adverse effect on the balance of
payments is more imagined than
real,

‘“We justify the payment of

$6.9 million to Sweden by point- !
ing out that millions of Ameris |
can dollars would go to Canada |

through the vessel ‘Queen of
Prince Rupert’ for the first stage
of the
there were no American ves-

sel to handle the traffic,”” he

said.

The Jones
law forbidding American owners
to operate a foreign built ship
in trade between U. S, ports.
The act limits the amount of
service the state’s new SwediSh
built ferry, the Wickersham, can |
offer. |

The state is seeking a threesi
year waiver of the Jones Act 't
allow the new ferry to be used™
between American ports, rather
than having it runbetween Canada
and the United States. .

“This is not asking too mieh
in view of the fact that the entire
¢ost of the Marine Highway Sys-
tem has been borne by the state
of Alaska alone,’’ Hickel toldthe
sénator. He said that the waives
would be for ‘‘the greater good
of all Alaskans,’’

Strandberg Speaks:

Harold Strandberg, coms=
missioner of Department of |
Public Works, will be guest. &
speaker at the Republican ¢
Luncheon Friday in the Gold *|
Room of the Baranof-
Western Hotel., He will dis-

Inside Passage trip if |

Act is a federal |

P —

Alask&'®

Alaska Gov. Walter Hickel’s appli-
eation for federal highwav matching
funds to build one or more additional
ferries for service between Alaska and
Puget Sound is not as bizarre as it may
appear.

The marine highway which has been
developed is a vital link between Wash-
ington and the 49th state, whose topog-
raphy and immensity create unique
transportation problems. The interior
Alaska Highway, which traverses Can-
ada, is still but an unpaved and rough-
hewn road, exposed to cruel weather
conditions, whose development into a
first class highway would be an enor-
mously difficult and expensive proposi-
tion.

Alaska must seek another economi-
eal means of interstate interchange of
goods and people, in addition to air
transportation, and the Alaska-Puget
Sound ferry connection, revived last
December, is the obvious one,

Wa

ter Hlighway

The weekly sailings between here
and Alaska have been more successfil
than expected and when summer ar-
rives, tourist travel demands undoubt=
edly will be heavy. Yet unless Alaska's
ferry fleet is expanded, the service will
end because summer fravel demands
within the northern state will exceed
the capacity of existing vessels.

ONE NEEDN'T look beyond Elliol§
Bay to find a precedent for the alloca-
tion of federal mass {ransportation
funds for water travel, Washington's
ferry system is incorporated as part of
the state’s highway network and 50 per
cent of the money for our four new St
per-ferries was from the same federal
source Governor Hickel wants to tap.

Alaska is a state, too, and in our
opinion is entitled {o federal funds for
an interstate highway, even though that
highway is composed of water rather

than concrete,

SELAT OUT—Three 1968 vehicles destined for new
10 rest outside Juneau Motors yesterday when they
Capt. H. J. Lockert reported that the ship
Hound trip from Seattle and a 40 foot

of the damage was available, however a spokesman al Juneau Motors indicated the vehicles were

|
cuss the recently purchased ;
Swedish Ferry by the State
of Alaska.

owners in Anchorage, Fairbanks and Haines came
_ were off-loaded from the Malaspina at Auke Bay
h.}t some heavy seas in Queen Charlotte Sound on her north.
van broke loose and toppled over on the new cars. No estimate

“totaled.”
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May Build Two
: German Ships

i

tFor South Run

Gov, Walter J. Hickel indicated
today that he is considering the
construction and purchase of two
German ferries for use on

® Alaska’s Seattle ferry run.

Each vessel would be larger
‘than the 500-passenger ferrynow
on the state’s drawing board and
glated for a bid opening Thurs-
tlay, Hickel said.

“We could have the two ships
built for $10 million, and ready
by next summer. 1970 is the
glosest that an American ship-
yard could have one vessel ready.

“This would be a tremendous
savings to Alaska,’’ Hickel said,
fdding that the state could buy
fwo ferries for about the price of
ane, plus a millien dollars,

He said that the decision be-
tween two ferries of foreign
manufacture and one of Ameri-
can is just one aspect of ferry
operation plans that he has been
weighing.

The state has requested a
May 15 availability date for the
German ferry presently being

“Bought for the Seattle run.

The ferry under consideration
will come closer to meeting
Coast Guard specifications than
@ Finish ferry the state earlier
sought unsuccessfully. :

Hickel said he has asked for ,
an answer on the availability of
the German vessel by the end!
of this month.

The Governor was still opti-
mistic about the chances that the
".5. Department of Defense will
grant Alaska a waiver of the
Jones Act permitting the opera-
tion of a foreign-built vessel be-
tween two American ports.

Speaking at a press col-
ference, Hickel dodgedany speci-
fic answer to questionsabout the

rumored firing of Deputy Cor
missioner of Public Works Mel
Cook.

Asked whether Cook was
leaving, the Governor first

answered that the deputy com-
missioner was going to Seattle
to determine whether Bellingham
or Seattle would be more fea-
sible as a southern terminus for
the Alaska ferry system. :
Asked again, he replied, “‘Not
that I know of, at this time.”
On another matter, Hickel said
that if the legislature passes a
bill appropriating $250,000 for a
feasibility study on a crossing
of Knick Arm, near Anchorage,
it would be “‘notatour request.””

Such a erossing will be “‘needs =

~ ed i the futnre,” Hickel said,

Hickel also. revesled that

!extensiun of the Alaskn
a J' State Ferries system fo

Seatfle last winter has giy-
en the ferry system an op-
erating profit of more than
& quarter-million dollars on
its Marine Highway route
80 far this year.

THE SEATTLE link te
the Alaska ferries is sched-
uled to resume on a vear-
round basis, with sailiﬁ;{ of
the former Swedish super-
ferry Wickersham for
Prince Rupert, B.C. I

In later weeks the Wick-
ersham will sail between J
Prince Rupert and Haines,
Alaska, and the smaller fep |
ry Malaspina will prm'ldt|
Seattle service,

On the governor's layover |
here, Alaska Commissioner
of Public Works Harold
Strandberg reported to him
that work on the Wicker-

sham is on schedule,

but indicated that the Turnagain
Arm crossing, alsonear Anchor-
age, had priority, saying the
state ‘‘should not go in all di-
rections at once.”

House action cutting out an
election code provision that
would allow early counting of
ballots drew the comment from
the Governor that “it is a good
idea,” but that certain opera-
tional problems would have to
be worked out.

Hickel also gave assurances
that the administration will spend
in Fairbanks the $2,225,000 re-
cently added onto an Anchorage
International Airport revenue
bond issue. '

Rep. John Holm, R-Fairbanks,
has charged that the money might
not be spent for the airport. '

THE $7 MILLION ship is |
in the Todd Shipyard for
minor alterations. Alaska |

| has completed the transfer |
from the Wickersham's for- |
mer owners, and the former |
MV Stena Britannica now‘
| belongs to the state.

Much work remains to be |
done, Strandberg admitted, |
but ha etill hanee tn eail tha |

ALASKA CARGO OPERATORS joined forces yester- |
day to protest any unfair competition from Alaska State |

Ferries. They're particularly concerned that Alaska not '

use a foreign-built ship to carry cargo. If Alaska buys a

| ghip from Seandinavia fo sail between Puget Sound and
| Southeast Alaska, they want assurance that the ship will
garry passengers and their autos and baggage, no
freight.

Top men of Sea-Land Service, Puget Sound-Alaska
Van Lines and Alaska Steam attended yesterday’s Port
meeting to state their case. They chose as their spokes-
man Bob Rose, Alaska Steam’s deft vice president for
fraffic.

NO PRIVATE AMERICAN COMPANY could operafe
a foreign-built ship in service to Alaska, Rose reminded
the commissioners. Private operators can’t object to any
way that’s found to move ocean passengers out of Puget
Sound to Alaska. But if Alaska is allowed to handle car-
go on a foreign-built ship, he warned, some private oper-
ators could be forced out of business,

Rose summarized the case:

“It's tough enough for private industry to compete
against a state. It's practically impossible to compete
against a state-owned foreign flag ship.”

R —

missioner Merle Adlum told operators that in meefings
with Alaska Gov. Walter Hickel and federal officials in
" Washington this week, the Port will support a program \
to put the foreign ship on the Puget Sound-Alaska rum |,
only until an American ship can be built to take over the
run, and for transport of passengers, not cargo. Gover-
nor Hickel also is interested primarily in passengers,
| Haydon said.~

COMMISSION PRESIDENT John Haydon and Com- f

Sail to
Juneau and/or Seward

ALASKA |

' On the Alaska State
Ferryliner M. V. Tustumena

Alaska Plans to

Purchase Swedish

Built Ferry Boat

JUNEAU, ALASKA (AP) Alas-

ka has agreed to purchase a
Swedish-built ferry for $6.96 mil-

| Hion for use on the Alaska Ma-
rine Highway System.

The move is intended to per-

mit continuance of AlaskzyPuget
Sound ferry service during the

summar,

Gov. Walter J. Hickel called
a news conference Friday after-
noon to announce the purchase.

The ocean-going passenger-
automaobile ferry, the Brittanica,
is being purchased from the Sten
Olson Shipping Lines. The con-
tract price includes delivery of
the 360-foot vessel at Seattle by
June 1.

The Brittanica has been op-

. erating in the North Sea between

Gothenburg, Sweden, and Kiel,
Germany.

Hickel also announced that
Seattle had been selected the
southern terminus of the new
Alaska-Washington ferry run.

«We have picked Seattle,'’ he
said, ‘‘because it is the hub of
transportation between the Pa-
cific Northwest and Alaska.™

He said Bellingham made a
strong bid, and that although
that city would be more con-
venient for freight operations,
Seattle had the edge for p~ssen-
ger and vehicle traffic.

" Because of a Jones Act pro-
hibition against hauling freight
by foreign bottom between Am-
erican ports even with an In-
termediate transfer to an Amer-
ican ship, the traffic on the run
~this summer probably would be
limited to passengers and their
personal vehicles.

He said the state hoped for @
lifting of the provision to al-
low the shipment of cargo vans,

‘‘By buying this vessel we have
solved some problems, but hawve
created some new ones,” the
Governor said, ‘but we hope to
eventually work those out tog.™

He said the vessel, though man=
ned by Americans, would fly &
foreign flag, probably Liberia’s
until it can be modified to meet
U.S. Coast Guard standards for
American registration.

On the current legislative ses-
sion the Governor said:

“+This has been one of the
longest, but I believe one of
the most productive sessions,
[ expect it to draw to a close
Saturday or Sunday at the

latest.”

He expressed disappointment
that a bill that would put the
operation of the state Commun-
ity Action program under the
Governor’s office apparently will
not come out of the Senate Rules
Committee.

‘I think it is a mistake to
kill this bill,’? Hickel said.
believe the program would be
more effective from the stand-
point of administration ifit were
transferred to the state."

o]

Hickel also said the new fer-
ry will operate either between
Seattle and Prince Rupert, B.C,
or between Prince Rupert and
Haines, the northern terminus
of the state ferry system. He
said the ship may also be op-
erated on both runs on an al-
ternate basis.

Alaska officials say they nope
the Jones Act, which prohibits
operation of a foreign vessel
between U.S. ports, may De
amended later to permit use
of Ketchikan as the main Alas-
ka terminal.

I A<

GOV. WALTER J. HICKEL has criticized

1Ising ft

tor E. L. Bartlett for 1

time law which limits the use

Wickers

The gove
reporfs that sttt “'ha
ges in the Jones Act,” whi

y2as

i | ..-|-i
ew ferry, the

n seek a «

of Alas

ished

ar

foreign

was a reaction to publ
d intention of workl
1

ch prohibits vessels

v from car arco between United States ports,

, tlett to “show more concern for what is
hest for Al and Alaskans, and less for the nfluential
lobbyists of the powerful shipbuilding industry—w hich has o
shipyards in Alaska."”

The Wickersham, now undergoing minor modifications
at the Todd Shipyard in Seattle, was purchased by Alaska |}
from Sweden for $7 million

The Wickersham will leave here Sunday to go into regis

lar service betw: Prince Rupert, B. C., and Southeastern |
Alaska ports. Used in this manner, the Wickersham will pot
be in violati the Jones Act, Alaska Marine Highway

\ave stated.

System official

In his criticism of Alaska's senior senator, Hickel added:

“1 am deeply concernec

i about his lack of understanding on

- -

i the subject of the Jones Agganditshapm to Ala.;ka.’.‘
i LRI -




Ekpect
Decision

On ]Ferry

A cpcision on whether Alaska
Will jjurchase a 360-foot ferry
from Sweden for operation on
rins fo Seattle is expected ‘‘at
any mnoment,’’ the governor’s
office said today.

The state is believed to be
irying: to work out an arrange-
ment with the Canadian govern-
ment fo allow the two-year-old
véssel, the Brittanica, to op-
erate out of Prince Rupert, B.-
A

A $6,900,000 offer has been
made | for the s which has
gapacity for 140 vehicles, berths
for 400 perst and facilities
for 1,200 rs in all,

God. Walter el’s Press
Secretary, bert, told

f H

the {mpire, ‘““We expect an
answir at any moment, Frankly
we cxpected it before this.'

Thi ‘ferry, now operating out
of Githenburg, Sweden, is a
bow-cnd-stern  loading vessel
with p cruising speed of 23
knots

Acdording to Capt. H. J. Lock-
ert cf the State Divisi f
tne Transportation,
fake possession
off Miy 1 and h
by the end of tI

Hitkel said ear
that it might be possible to use
a foreign vessel on a run such
4as that between Prince Rupert,
B.C. |[and Seattle, implying ap-
paretly that h a maneuver
might circumvent Jones Ach

Op ion of an American-own-
ed

n bottom between two
American points is prohibited un-
der the act,

Acpording to the
Attorney

Governon,

General

Assistant

Georpe Benisch was in Ottawa,
Canz{da’'s capital, earlier this
weell ‘'seaking clarification ‘of

ok,

the foreign
hetween Prince
ttle, it would
restricted to he
gers and their

n any part of the
tation is on a foreign

state, however, is nego-
tiating with the federal govern-
ment for 4 sp cemption to
this portion of the act.
Alcording to the

-jal

Ketchikan

Continued on Page B

Ferry Problems

Sen., E. L. Bartlett, D-Alas-
ka, would like to see the new
Alaskan ferry the Wickersham
run between Seattle and Pfince
Rupert, - B.C. where it would
connect with the state ferry sys-
tem.

In a letter addressed to Rob-
ert Wells, director of the Ju-
geau Chamber of Commerce,
Bartlett expressed concern that
geveral Southeast Alaskan coms,
munities may be handicapped if
the ferry cannot stop at all ports
in the southeastern area.

He said that the Seattle-Prince
Rupert” run" would solve this
problem.

The Senator also said that he
will do all in his power to co-
operate with the state to im-
prove the Alaska ferry system,
but indicated that an amendment
to the Jones Act will be hard
to come by.

Sen, Ernest Gruening, D-Alas-
ka, also in a letter to Wells,
expressed a similar concern.
Both,.senators indicated that all
previous efforts to amend the

successful opposition.

Bartlett enclosed an exerpt
from an article printed in the
“Bulletin of the Shipbuilders
Council of America’ to show the
type of opposition the state will
have to fight.

The article raised such ques-
tions as ‘“What will be the magz-
"nitude of loss to the taxpayers
of Alaska resulting from limited
(ferry) operation’” and ‘*how does
the political hierarchy of Alaska
ratiopalize the example of a
$6,920,000 purchase of a foreign
-built vessel when President
Johnson and other leaders in the
administration are appealing for
citizenry cooperation in regula-
ting the outflow of American
dollars."”’

Bartlett said that Assistant At-
torney General George Benesch
has sent him two suggested bills
to amend the Jones Act.

Gruening said that he “‘will
continue to work for enactment
of necessary legislation to al-
low the use of foreige bmilt
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--m“CU‘I's Ship
| SubSidies

WASHINGTON — (AP) —
I The Senate voted 48-32 yes-
terday to chop mare than

LS

e ————

I
i
ghip consiruction, subsidies
! ih the fiscal year starting
| July 1,
i An amendment by Sens,
* Johin J. Williams, R-Del,
\ and Frank J. Lausche, D-
Ohin, fo the House-passed
| bill limited the construction
| authorization to $119,800,000.
This was the amount re-
! guested by President John-
! gon. The House had In-
creased it to $237,470,000,
The Williams-Lausche
amendment also reduced
the authorization for re-
gearch and development ac-
tivities of the Maritime Ad-
ministration to $6,700.000,
the budget reque st The
House had approved §il
million,

THE BILL, which also

! @uthorizes $208 million in

operating subsidies for U.8.

| ‘merchant ships, was passed

i\ 78-2 after adoption of the
amendment.

But because of the cut,
Sen. Warren G. Magnuson,
| T-Wash., floor manager of
the bill, said he was going
o vote against it. -
1T am not! going to be A\

mt_\r to the sinking of the
erican merchant mas
tme“' declared Magnuson,
€halrman of the Senate
Cbmmerce Committee. "It
more than half sunk
now."

{

| IMAGNUSON'S committes’
d hLd approved the House bill
' #and he said that $237 mils

B e e ——— e

MBn in construction subsie
P dles for the merchant ma-
{ ¥ine was “‘the very least we
§ e8n do.”” He said he favored
N more. :
'.I Magnuson said the U.S.
erchant fleet has been
gleadily declining -and now
carries only 5.6 per cent of
the n a2 t i o n 's water-borné
C’II'H‘I'IE!’CE.

T

$117 million off the amount |
\athorized by the House for !

i

'

T

Ferry's Green

Bar Wetted

0T

A finkling shamrock-green shrine of Alaska afloat
wad wetted down this week abozard the ferryboat Taku at
Pier 37. The piano bar was green. The boutonnieres were
green carnations. The theme song was “When Irish Eyes
Are Smiling."” . o .

It was all part of the dedication of the Taku's new
piano bar to a lost shipmate named Tom Ireland.

The Taku is the last of the State Ferries’ thres
Southeastern ferries to get her piano bar. The first one
went aboard the Matanuska a little over a year ago — @
memorial to a gregarious Alaska tycoon named John
Cushing. It was engineered by Seatteite Pete DeBoer
and a gang of other Cushing cronles who shared Cushs
ing's love for music and fun.

One look at the Matanuska's prize, and the Malaspis
na's crew had to have one, too. So a piano bar was ins
stalled aboard the Malaspina on her next call to tha
Todd yard. _ :.

DeBoer picked up the $1,600 tab temporarily, with a
polite invite to the Elks lodges of Southeast Alaska io
gome through with contributions that would make this
their piano bar.

THE TAKU'S PIANO BAR keyed in with erewmen's
gearch for a way to honor Ireland, a popular chief stews
ard before he was drowned a year ago in a fishing acci-
dent near his home at Wrangell. Men from all over the
ferry system confributed — $5, $10, $1 as suited their
means, Seattle artist Mary Bryant designed the motif
for the Taku piano. Jim Stitt, the son of a ferry crew-
man, livened up the bulkhead behind the piano with

aintings of happy leprechauns. And this week the piano

ar was dedicated, with a plaque to “‘Our Shipmate,
Tom Ireland’ and toasts to a good man in fine Irish —
or Alaskan — style.

FAIRBANKS NEWS-MINER publisher Bill Sneddon
was at the Taku wetting down, with a tale about his
hometown. In a six weeks campaign Sneddon has raised
$1.8 million for a new hospital — this in 2 city of 20,000

) He may be right when he says, *This could only

ppen in Fairbanks."”

FINAL ALASKA ITEM — The sourdoughs are ship-
ping potatoes south now to help feed the South 48. The
trainship Alaska hauled 40,000 pounds of potatoes on her
last trip. They were seed potatoes, on their way to Lyn-
den growers. Alaska producers call them “Virus-X," 50
they're bigger and better, thanks to development in the
area around Palmer, where the wintegs kill off all the
bugs—execept, we suppose, the mosquitoes.

10100

e | Alaska,

Seattle
Link-up

(From Page 1)

gimmer. More frequency 18
likely in future years as
more ships become avalls
able and patronage grows
on the route Gov. Hickel de-
seribes as ''the tremendous-
Iv: successful marine highs
way service we heve ins
augurated to Puget Sound."

Besides assuring years
round Puget Sound passens
ger service to Alaska for
the first time since the
Alaska Steamship Co. dis-
posed of its passenger fieat
in. 1954, Hickel's announces
ment resolved doubts as to

| which port will serve as

Al aska Ferries' southern
]

| terminus.

“We have picked Seal-
tle,"’ the governor said, ‘‘be-
gause it is the hub of trans-
portation in the Pacifie
Northwest."”

HICKEL'S announcement
triggered revelation by the
Port of Seattle of its plans
to serve the Alaska ferries
here,

since the start of experi-
mental winter service last
Dee. 16 the Alaska Ferries
have sailed out of Black
Ball Transport's Pier 20, at
the fool of Lander Street.

However, Port general
manager J. Eldon Opheim
told The Post-Intelligencer
vesterday, the Port has
dr awn preliminary plans
for a $300,000 passenger and
vehicle depot, with transfer
bridge for loading and dis-
harge.

1

Year-round

Schedule
|s Planned

BY DON FPAGE
P-1 Marine Writer

Alaska
firm plans
service betwe

(Gov. Hickel coupled his announcer
with a revelation that his state is purch

g a 363-foot. 87 million ship to make such

le and the 4

e possible,
e Port ol Seattle

with plans to build

* Way for the Alask
ip that provided

und ser

sh ship with a caj ty of 1,200 pas,
sers, berths for 400 and space for 140
vehicles.

She was commissioned only last yearn

and had been

tween Goftetl ntil
Hickel's representatives er fo
Alaska service.

THE 5,300-TON,
equipped wit ) w thrust
ers. Her die a total of
17 000 horsep s a top sneed of

will cruise at
18 knots on her run from Goteborg to Seat-
ile

Her exact price is 26.960,000 deliv ered
here. :

The Brittanica scheduled to reach
Seattle June 1

Feds w now bhar foreign-buill
ship from serving Firei i oy
ports. Because ol sw the Brittanica

veen Seattle and
¢ between Prince

will oper
Prince Rupert, B.C,,
Rupert and Haines, Alaska.

yorarily the ship will sail under a
foreig ag, rhaps Liberian. However,
she will carry a full U.S. crew.

If the Brittanica operates ouf of Seaftle,
she will tie in at Prince Rupert with other
ships of the Alaska Marine Highway sys-
tem. If she operates fo Haines, another
Alaska State ferry will be assigned here.

BEST GUESS is that the Alaska ferry
link will continue weekly service' hére This




Dan Coughlin

> In Jones Act

o8
K / 00 T, A e 4 | T

It wouldn't really be much of a chink in some of the
worst protective legislation ever passed by the U.S. Con-
gress, It is, though,
Daily News says, ‘‘the least we can expect.”

Alaskans are seeking a waiver to the Merchant Ma-
Fine Act of 1920, known as the Jones Act, to allow use of
a foreign-built ferry on runs between Alaska ports.

Too bad they've set their sights low.

51 O A TR

Change Asked

L

as the editorial in the Ketchikan 4

The entire act

should be amended. Not only Alaskans but the entire Pa«™

pific Northwest, perhaps even the Western U.S,, has
heen economically put behind the eight ball because of
It

The act. in part, prohibits cargoes to be moved be-
tween two U.S ‘ports on foreign vessels. Simple, huh?
But wait a minute. What has it meant? For one thing,
fnhtercoastal shipping has all but become a thing of the
past U.S. ships cost too much to build and to operate.
Mhe foreigners can slide in more cheaply all the way

around,

IT'S ALL VERY WELL to oppose that state of af-
fairs but it is another to come up with a practical solus
Hon to it. Adm. John M. Will, retired U.S. Navy, now
head of American Export Isbrandtsen Lines in New
Work argued here during a Maritime Day speech that
4.5, shipowners should have the right to buy their ves-
gl from anyone without 1 It would be a good
first step, but one surely to find opposition from some
#hinvards and the maritime unions in his view Support
for 1 opposition will likely come from more than one
pailroad too, but that's another story.

Alaska and Admiral Will both are on the right track.
Here, in part, is what the News had to say: .

Tt has been determined previously that Alaska 18
got eligible for merchant marine construction subsidies
for its ships. The state was then unable to class the fer-
yies as floating highways and obtain federal highway
matching funds for construction

“So here we sit . . . trying to provide a transporta-
#lon link between Alaska towns because the American
merchant marine that was to have been helped so great-
ly by the Jones Act has disappeared. . .

It’s not just Alaska’s problem.

We of the Pacific Northwest ought to take a closer
lank too.

THE ACT has
west :'-.:'0;1_ I

estriction

had a deep effect on Pacific North-
‘s, too, working to depress a large
try. There has been plenty of flack
sct of purchases of logs for export
attention has been paid fo the ei-
s Act during the same time.

What haj

yns is that waterborne lumber shipments
#am this area to the big Eastern markets have been
sleal ishing. At the same time, exports to the

min
¢

m British Columbia—unhampered by the
yping’’ act—have been steadily increasing.
T'he statistics are quite clear. ]
It's possible that the industry would have been .-’llllllf’
th d the pressure of exports much more hanaily
1t Tastern market not been in effect closed to our
lux men who should be shipping in competition with
the B.C. product,

The act has had other effects too. While bitterly op-

posing dropping if, even staunch protectionists have to
ad that it hasn't resulted in any increased maritime
emplovment. Fact is, economics have worked the other
way.

" Sure. Alaska ought to have its exemption. But

more's to be done than that, What about a state-spon-
sored regional study that brings in all the facts? That
would at least put the cards on the table.

As the editorialist foom: the Har North says, It is
“the ieast we can expect.”
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The Feeble Frontier?

We are amazed at the apparent lack of nerve
people around here have displayed when talking
about Governor Walter J. Hickel’s $6.9 million
purchase of the Swedish ferry Britannica for use
on Alaskan waters.

We Alaskans get all choked up and develop a
far-away look in our eyes when we talk of ‘‘the
last frontier.”” But when Hickel suddenly takes
a bold, frontier-like stance in an effort to get
something done for the state, many of the people
are swept off their feet and can only pipe out
in the frail, quivering voice of a disoriented little
old lady, ‘Ohhhh, dear,” and then begin to find
every possible, probable and improbable fault with
what has been done.

Let’s look at what has been done: Las! fall the
British Columbia ferry Queen of Prince Rupert
went on the rocks and was pulled out of service
for repairs, leaving Alaska with no connecting-
link ferry service whatsoever south of Prince
Rupert. When it appeared that Premier W.A.C.
Bennett sensed no urgency about putting the
Queen back on the run, Hickel put an Alaskan
ferry on a circuit to Seattle. Business boomed.
Even in the winter the run made money.

Meanwhile, the state opened bids for construe-
tion of a new ferry, slightly bigger than the
present ones, for use in Southeastern Alaska.
The lowest bid was over $10 million, and Ameri-
can shipyards could not deliver the new vessel

in less than two years.

Knowing in general terms that the cost of a
foreign-built ship would be less, the governor
started an investigation into buying one. Tha
result is that Alaska has a ferry that will be in
operation for a majority of this year’s tourist
season—not a ferry that will just be drifting.
out of the shipyards two years from now. And
the cost of the vessel is some $3 million less,
while its capacity is greater.

Surely this is all in the best interest of Alas-
ka.

The Governor is gambling that he can get the
Jones act amended to allow a more flexible use
of the Swedish ferry, which will be re-christened
the Wickersham when she goes into the Alaskan
service, We admit it’s risky, but it’s also a bold
stroke. If he wins, it will be one of the major
coups of his administration.

Somehow, the brassy forthrightness of his ap-
proach has startled many Alaskans, and rather
than fight in support of what Hickel has started,
they appear instead only stunned by the whole
move and ready to find fault with it.

If the Jones act is detrimental to Alaskans,
then Alaskans should be ready to support any
efforts that will get it changed to their advantage.
Instead of crying about the impossibility of get-
ting the Congress to change the act, we should
be doing everything we can to bring about the
needed change. - A8 § B3 2

-

Will Ask

Waiver on
Jones Act

By GARY GREENBAUM
Associated Press Writer

CHICAGO (AP)— Gov, Walter
J. Hickel of Alaska discussed
transportation and natural re-
source development problems
Thursday with Secretary Alan C,
Boyd of the Transportation De-
partment,

The two men were In Chics
for the 35th annual meeting of
the United States Conference of
Mayors,

“The future looks bright,” the
governor said, “We may see the
completion of the Alaskan Ralle
road within flve years,” The
governor made the remarks fol-
lowing hls meeting with Boyd,
who said he will place the gove
ernor’s plans before Congress,

Enabling legislation for the
Alaskan Railroad was passed In
1914, The bill provided that the
government would finance and
construct a raflway up to 1,000
miles long,

“The first half was completed
on schedule,” Hickel sald, coms=
menting on the existing rafllroad,
which operates between BSeward
and Fairbanks,

¢“But the government never
has gotten around to completing
the roadbed north to Gubic and
west to Kobuk,” reglons rich in
copper, oil, Iron ore, mercury,
gold and silver, the governor
added,

Gubic and Kobuk are localed
in Alaska’s Northern Plateau ree
glon, which borders the Arctie
Ocean, The Northern Plateau is
equal in size to Texas,

Gov, Hickel said the rallroad
was never completed because of
the natural resources avallable
in the contiguous 48 states,

Gov, Hickel also discussed
with Boyd the status of the Alas-
ka Marine Highway which
handles passenger and cargo
traific between Seattle and Jue
neau,

There Is no surface transpors
tation between the two citles be=
cause of Alaska’s jutting coast-
line,

Hickel said his state pure
chased a Swedish-built ferry to
handle an upsurge in traffic be-
tween the two cities, but that the
Jones Act of 1920 forbids the
transfer of goods between any
two points in the US, In a for-
elgn-bullt vessel,

Boyd said he would ask Con-
gress for a walver to the law
to permit Alaska to use the ves-
sel,
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FerryNamed

‘ .

Wickersham’

JUNEAU (AP) — The state’s
new Swedlishebuilt ferry will be
_ rénamed in honor of the famed
Alaska territorial jurist, legislae.
tor and historian James Wickers
sham, Gov, Walter J, Hickel an-
nounced Wednesday,

We have quietly talked to
| Alaskans all over the state In
all walks of life and on all levels
: corg‘lng torthe decision to
4 Bame the new ferry the Weikers
sham,” Hickel said, "

; The 363-foqt ferry, now named
_fhe Stenna Britannica, is scheds
~uled to to into service in June
* between Prince Rupert, B, C.,
and Haines, Alaska,

Hickel said a gala christening
géremony is planned, but de-
tails have not been worked out

Wickersham was born fn
Patoka, 0L, in 1857. In 1900,
when Congress expanded civil
 @overnment in Alaska, Wicker-
Sham, then a Washington State
attorney, was named distriet
judge for a region of 3,000
Square miles in the Yukon basin,

He was elected as delegate to
Congress and served from 1908
t0 1921, and again in the 72nd
Congress 1931-33,

“During his terms as delegate
t0 Congress Judge Wickersham
secured some of the most ime
portant legislation ever assed—
o this day—in its lmpotance to
the development of the territory
and state,” Hickel said,

Britannica

JUNEAU (AP) — The state®s

new fer y, the M., V, Stenna
Britannica, was enroute today
from Europe to the United
Skates, Public Works Commis.
Slomer Harold D, Strandberg
sald,
o/ The ship, bound from its for-
me home port of Gotehorg,
Sweden, set out Tuesday from
the State Division of Marine
Transpo tation.

Voyaging by way of the Pana.
ma Canal, the 363-foot fessel is
fue at Seattle June 1, Strand-
_berg safid,

Republicans

Lucal Repulilicans
the itinerar;
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Flag Likély

~ For State’s New Ferry

The Stenna Britannica, Alas-
ka’'s new luxury ferry will prob-
ably be registered under the
Panamanian flag within a week,
according to Pat Ryan, special
assistant to Gov. Walter J, Hic-
kel.

The ship will be renamed the
Wickersham. According to Ryan,
the state could have registered
the new ship under several dif-
ferent flags, but Panama has
been selected.

Ryan said that the ship could
have also been registered under
the Irish or Liberian flags or
left under the Swedish flag. The
special dssistant said that regis-
tering with the Irish government
would be about the same as with
the Panamanian, but that the
Alaskan government had already
begun talks with Panama when
it learned about Irish registra-

tion procedures.

Troubles
To Delay ‘
Superferry

Mechanical troubles will
delay the Seaftle arrival of
the new Alaska superferry
Stena Britannica, state offi
cials announced yesterday,

Difficulty with the $7 mil
lion ship’s reversible piteh
propeller also could scram<
ble the Britannica's pros
posed schedule for entering
service June 16 on her regus

lar run between Prince Ru=
pert, B.C.,, and Haine§
Alaska.

The 363-foot, 1,200-passen=
ger ferryliner had been exs
pected in Seattle by June E
for two weeks of shipyard
work after her voyage
from Sweden.

However, Alaska Publie
Works Commissioner Hars
old Strandberg told the As-
sociated Press in Junead
that the speed of the ship;
now at Panama, has been
cut from 20 knots to 12. Ops=
erators hope to bring her
into a Southern

port about June 3 for severs
al days oi work before she
can sail on north.

California |

To fly the Swedish flag, the
vessel would have to have a
Swedish captain.

Ryan explained that register-
ing another country’s flag, neces-
sary because of the Jones Act,
was not an unusual practice for
American corporations. The
state of Alaska will form a
corporation with the Secretary
of State, the commissioner of
Public Works and the Commis-
sioner of Administration as of-
ficers, he said.

Ryan called the state's action
cynusual in this country, but not
internationally.””

He said that he knew of no
other case in the United States
of a political subdivision, suchas
a state, registering a ship under
the flag of another country, but
added that there were no special
legal problems involved.

DEEP IN THE HEART OF TEXAS there must be a
bit of a flutter today over a bold Alaska venture. The es-
timators at Livingston Shipbuilders in Orange, Tex.,
probably are gnawing their nails and reviewing their
arithmetic. Livingston was low bidder last week on a
370-foot seagoing ferryboat designed by Philip F. Spauld-
ing & Associates for the Alaska State Ferries.

Livingston posted a bid of $7,997,900 o do the job.
That compares with bids of $10,626,000 by Todd’s Hous-
ton yard and $11,692,000 by American Shipbuilders in Lo-
rain, Ohio. Livingston’s a yard that has worked before
principally on tugs and barges and drill platforms.
Mayhe the Livingston yard has a formula that will help
it turn out a good ship at a low price. But looking at the
$2.5 million spread between the first two bids, Living-
ston estimators must be sweating and wondering a bit.

No bids by Puget Sound yards on the Alaska ferry.
The gap between wages on Puget Sound and the Gulf of
Mexico makes it tough for a Sound yard to compete on a
job like this.

s

THE CANAL’S BEHIND for Alaska’s superferry. |
The Stena Britannica churned past Panama yesterday,
on her way from Sweden to Seattle. Still scheduled in |
here about June 1, to start service June 14 on her regu- |
lar run between Prince Rupert and Haines. |

THE NEW PURCHASE—Alaska’s newest addition to the state ferry system, the 363-foot, Swedish-
built Brittanica, is shown taking on cars during one of its runs on the Baltic Sea, The vessel, pur-
chased for $6,960,000, is expected to be in service inlate June or early July. She will ply a cir-
cuit either between Prince Rupert, British Columbia, and Seattle, or between Prince Rupert and

Haines. The Brittanica can carry 400 passengers and 140 vehicles on & run t
to the 100-passenger and 130-vehicle limit of the state’s other ferrys usec .
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perferry 'sy 1
announced that she'd have to ) i
for propeller work. Yesterday they recoamdetli-ed, m
the §7 million Swedish ship is making be :Jr n..‘ﬁme :
expected and will sail on to Seattle. ArTiv t:d e
only a few days late, The Britannica IS repor ggin

18 knots on one engine, Not bad for a cripple!

1ES is a
MAKING WAY FOR THE ALASEA FEI}R

full-speed-ahead operation for the Port of Seattle. The
Port Commission will act neX t
week on a staff proposal to move
Matson Terminals out of Pier 48
and set them up in a new 8150,0{!3
on 4th Avenue S. That will
Jeave more room at Pier 48 for the

Alaska Ferrv

zui suCH GO
Alaska State Ferries hav
Stena Britannica into a San Pedro s

haft. | .
camsf'le's scheduled into the yard this weekend for what

icl ink wi two or three-day
Alaska officials think will be a ’nne or
Jayover. They're still hoping she’ll reach Seattle b); Ju'ne
6 or 7 (an optimistic estimate, although we hope they're

gt i i Wichersham
Alaskans hope to get the Britannica, or ichers ;
into b:sl}?;p:ni‘;r h%r first sche.dulid }Trl]m;a ‘1;14 pnn:i :ul:[pl’::
i -t. 1f they don’t make that, their n &
i g sn't until June 25.

official inaugural crt;ise isn’t u 1 P,
And Governor Hickel still is counting on one ok

'a great open house in Seattle. Wouldn't miss it,
fice tells us.

Superferry
Syndrome!

10
-,-I . The superferry syndrome sfirikes again! Alaska's

ma Britannica (alias Wickersham) proved yesterday
that Washington State’s superferry fleet isn’t the only
‘one with bugs in it.

The Britannica's propeller trouble, anmnounced yes-
terday, wasn't altogether unexpected. Gov. Hickel's $7
million beauty is almost spanking new. She made her
first voyage between Goteborg and Kiel only last Decem-
ber 28, and her present 9,000-mile run to Seattle is
enough to bring out the bugs in any new ship. But it still
reminds us in Seattle of the birth pains of our own
Hyak-class superferries. Incidentally, June 10 looks like
‘an optimistic goal for the Britannia’s arrival after she
repairs in Southern California and discharges her cargo
of Volvos at Vancouver, B.C.

THOSE WASHINGTON STATE FERRIES continue
|to Jook less buggy. The Hyak is due to complete her en-
ﬁ:‘repairs today and rejoin the fleet. That'll give us

: superferries in regular service. Hopefully, that is.

- GOVERNMENT REGULATIONS may give Alaska's
superferry more grief than her mechanical system does.
Not only will the new Wickershan be barred from car-
rying passengers between Seattle and Alaska ports. It
looks now as if she won’t even be able to take guests out
for an inaugural spin on the Sound.

As a foreign-flag vessel, the 1,200-passenger super=
ferry is barred from service between two U.S, ports.

Even more limiting, it appears she can't take pas-
 sengers out of one U.S, port and bring them back to the
|same port. Talking yesterday, Roy Peterson, District Di-
|rector of Cnistoms, and Coast Guard District commander
Rear Adm. Frank Helmer told us that's probably true.
They'd like to be helpful, but they have to enforce the
law the way it's written.

| CUSTOMS BRAINTRUSTER Pat Doyle recalls the
troubles some Everett Elks had a few years ago arrang-
ing a cruise aboard a Canadian Princess liner. They
|wanted to meander down around Olympia and back.
| With a bit of congressional pressuring, Uncle Sam ruled

ey could take the day cruise if they passed
aternational waters en route. So they changed
tle, cruised north through the San Juans and
wand saved themselves the official penalty of $200

a decided, after all, to run the
hipyard for a new

stop in’ Southern California |

Methods Rapp

ByE.L.

Sen, E. L. Bartlett, D-Alas-
ka, has charged that Gov. Wal-
ter J. Hickel failed to keep him
informed about the purchase of

Alaska’s super-ferry. |the: Swedish ferry Britannica,
Wnliws from P ‘but pledged that he will work

for changes in the Jones Act,
providing they will not involve
the waiver of major safety regu-
lations.

In a letter to the governor,
Bartlett cited the efforts he has
made to clear ths way for the
state’s use of a foreign huilt
ferry. He said he set up 12 meet-
ing in Washington D.C. last Feb-
ruary between the Governor and
key representatives and Sena-
tors.,

Purpose of the meeting was to
discuss the difficulties involved
in amending the Jones act.

At that time the state was con-
templating the purchase ofa Fin-
nish ship, and the senator re-
quasted that an inspection team
he sent to investigate it. Bart-
lett said that a team was dis-
patched within a day or two of
his request, hut claims he has
neéver heard the results of the
investigation.

The senator said he sounded
out officials of the Seamen's In-
ternational Union and the Nation-
al Maritime Union. He also said
to have assigned members of
his staff and the Senate Com-
merce committee to investigate
the possibility of securing a
waiver throughout the Depart-
ment of Defense.

Again, he charged, he heard
further from Hickel showing in-
terest in these efforts,

Next, Bartlett said, he dis-
cussed with the State Depart-
ment the problem of allowing &
new ferry to operate in and out
of a Canadian port. Only then,
the Senator claimed, was he no-
tified that the state had decided
to buy a Swedish ship,

Bartlett also expressed consi-
derable concern for the safety
features of the new ferryand ask-
ed what safety measures would
be included by Hickel in a bill
to amend the Jones Act,

He questioned whether the gov=
ernor planned to try to convert
those persons who have activ-
ally opposed similar legislation
in the past, such as the Ship-
builders Council of America, the
International Brotherhood of
Boilermakers, the Western Ship-
\builders Association, the Iron
/Shiphuilders, Blacksmiths, For-
gers, and Helpers, and the In-
dustrial Union of Marine and
iﬂdphul!ding Workers of Amer-
ca.

: As proof that amendments to

ed
Bartlett

the Jones act would be hard to
come by, Bartlett pointed to a
bill that was pigeon holed in the
House last year. That legisla-
tion would have permitted the use
of Canadian ferries to carry
merchandise between Seattle and
Southeast Alaska.

““Obviously there is no hope
that a broader bill to permit a
foreign-built ferry to operate
between Seattle and Alaska can
be enacted into law in time to
affect this summer’s operation,”
the Senator wrote.

He added that he realized that
for the time Hickel intended to
operate the new ferry between
a CanadianandanAmerican port,

Bartlett suggested that the
Governor press for a bill grant-
ing an exemptionfor three years,
or until such time as the state
could acquire an American built
ferry.

This the senator felt, wouldbe
easier to obtain than an all out
waiver of the Jones Act. Bart-
lett concluded that, givenfurther
information, he would ‘‘stand
ready to work strenuously in
support of amendments to the
Jones act which will agl the
transportation of cargo to South-
east Alaska, providing that such
amendments do not entail any
major waiver of safety regula-
tions."

f..

I
On Jones

Gov. Walter J. Hickel today
ealled on Alaska Sen. E. L. Bart-
lett to ‘‘show more concern for
what is best for Alaska and
Alaskans, and less for the in-
fluential lobbyists of the power-
ful U.S, Shipbuilding industry—
which has no shipyards in Alas-

The Governor's comment
came as he reacted to published
reports that Bartlett “*has no in-
teation of working for changesin
the Jones act, which has stunt-
ed our state’s growth for 40
years.,"”

‘] am Jdeeply concerned about
the lack of understanding shown
by Sen. Bartlett on the subject
of the Jones act,’’ Hickel said.

"*Over the years,” the gover-
nor continued, ‘‘Sen. Bartletthas
continued to assure Alaska
voters that he realizes that the
Jones act places a stranglehold
oil Alasxa’s development.

**And he has repeatedlyassur-

. B 7]

| Lottns ke bditor
Dear Editor:

The Swedes are smarr!

It breaks my hearl to see Alas-
ka send many millions to Sweden
for a ferryboat while our Loys
are fighting and dieing for the
' Vietnamese.

Why couldn’t it be our young
men doirn: what the Swedesare
doing - keeping out of wars, work=
ing, staying neutral, being friend-
ly with all nations for at least
business sake.

We all know that the Swedes
are not too fond of us or our
|way except when it comes to
dealing for cold cash in the
millions. Yes, they are darn
smart and more power to them.
|Hope the Americans wake up
some day before it’s much too
|late.

I don’t blame Governor Hiec-

kel - he is dynamic and on the
ball got what he needed right
now; however, it’s just too bad
the Alaskans’ hard earned tax
money couldn’t have given work
and livlihood to our own people,
who are too busy fighting other
peoples’ wars.

This is a sad situation. Just
why can’t we be like the indus-
| triously and peacefully happy
nation of Sweden?

A mother
with a son in Vietnam
and nephew in Korea

s Bartlett *
Act Stand

ed us, at election time over the
years, that he will work for =

" Jones act amendment. Now we
learn that his intentions ari
directly the opposite.’’

The governor referred to &
article in an AFL-CIO maritim
trades department publication i
which the senator voiced strong
opposition to amending the Joné:
act so Alaska can fully utiliz
a new Swedish-built ferryline
which it recently purchased.

The state has been workihg
vigorously to secure an amehd
ment in the Jones actora waiver
from its restriction which pro
hibits the use of a foreign-buill

vessel in trade between two
American ports.
The state has purchased &

near-new Swzdish-built ferrylin
er, the Stena Britannica, whigl
is slated to zo ‘nto service with-
in a few weeks between Pringe
Rupert, B.C., and Haines, Alas-
ka after being rechristened the
M.V. Wickersham.

The state purchased the vessel
at a substantial financial saving
and at a saving in time of at
least two years in planning and
econstruction time after efforts
to locate any sort of suitable
American-built ship for additior
to Alaska’s marine highway sys-
tem.

“] am dJeeply concerned abou!
the lack of unierstanding exhi
bited by Alaska’'s senior senato:
on the subject of the Jones ar
and its harm to Alaska,’’ Hicke!
said in reply to reports of @ 1et
ter Bartlett says he sent to the
governor.

Hickel has not received the let
ter which pressaccounts say was
dated June 3.

“It is inconceivable thatama
who has beenin Washington sines
1863 is not familiar with the
mnenace of this act to his home
state,”” Hickel commented,

! ‘“We are very sorry he Is
opposed to the amendment we
seek to the Jones act. His ef-
forts to represent the interests
of th2 ship-building industry in

(Continued on page €)

THE ALASKA STEAMSHIP €O. became a molor
carrier last week, officially, with the right to ship its

vans over Alaska's marine highway. Alaska Steam won
the temporary ICC rights it's been seeking. These rights

authorize it to ship vans from Seattle to Southeast Alas-

ka aboard the Alaska ferries.

Of course, Alaska Steam will keep operating its

weekly barges to Southeastern, too.

1 .' we

nfintp effect last Monday, a %
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" TWo years apgo, when Governor Walter J. Hickel came into
“'&'z:e, he Inherited among other things a $15.5 million bond
“PrOEram for expanding the state’s marine highway system.

%odldn't he build the ferries called for then, instead of wait-

long to do anything? Part of the reason was that the $15,5
" Million bond package that had been promoted was simply not

Ough money to buy everyone in every area of the state the
m‘%l he had been promised,

" Hickel’s administration re-tooled and came up with a new
“'Pln of different-sized ferries which it felt would serve the needs

- 1B Southeastern, Prince Willlam Sound, and the Cook Inlet arga

_f{ay Hits Administrati

Holbert Explains

Rep. Bill Ray, D-Juneau,
accused the Hickel administra-
tion today of trying to blame their
delay in taking action on the
need for a new ferry onthe Jones
Act.

“It’s too bad that the loss of
time has put us in a position
where we have to gamble,’ ke
said. The representative ex-
pressed doubt that the. state

could finish the necessary ad-

justments to ferry and docks
in time for the peak tourist
season,

Meanwhile, William Bendixon,
acting acting director of Marine
Transportation said today that
his office has not seen plans
for the M.V. Stenna Britannica.

Joe Holbert, Gov. Walter J.

Ferry

however that H.J, Lockert, aet-
ing director of the division saw

m—

10n; |

|
|
!
|

the plans when he went to Seattle i
for the April 12 signing of the |

contract for the ferry.
According to Ray, the original

ferry recommendation made in

4 report by the Departments of

Administration and Public Works |

called either for a pew small

and still stay within the money limit it had to work with, Mean=
While, shipyards got busler with products for the Vietnam war

~ ®ffort, costs went up, and the Department of Public Works learned

that new vessels would cost more than they planned and take
longer to build.

Ogne of the ferries provided for under the new plan is already
being bullt, Contracts for some $2.8 million were let in Ja.nunr&
and the 193-foot vessel is scheduled for delivery in March
1969, 1t will ply the Prince William Sound area,

" Now, when voters glve their approval to a ferry bond package,
engineering deslgns do not miraculously pop into being, And
When plans have to be scuttled because of insufficient funds, re-
‘@e8Signing takes time too. Designs for a large ocean-going ves-

{4%el to ply the Southeastern run were also made and put out to
" bid,

Meanwhile, however, the Governor putaferryona run to Seattle,
L0 1111 the gap in service to the south that was left when the Quean

*of Prince Rupert was pulled off indefinitely., That run, hauling

¥an freight as well as passengers, operates comfortably in the
black,

Made aware of higher costs of construction by such things as
‘thé January bids on the 193-foot ship, Hickel also had exploras
6h begun for alternatives to the ocean-going vessel that would
S66n come up to bid, Among other things, he went to the Federal

" Maritime Commission for advice and assistance in purchasing

an American ship that could be used in Southeast, The commis-
'sfon’s totally unsatisfactory and costly recommendation was that
Alaska purchase an old Liberty Ship and convert it,

The state was also under pressure to do something fast to
‘Amprove the Southeastern run because of conditions last year,
Up to 400 cars had been backed up.at Halnes, during the peak of

Ehe ‘tourist season, and people'were being turned away at Tok, The -

ferry system was picking up a bad reputation and giving tourists

- ‘& Bad taste in their mouths,

* “Wonsidering costs and delivery times, the Governor chose to
buy a foreign vessel, knowing that its use would present legal.
complications In connection with the federal Jones act, The ship
he purchased, a Swedish vessel to be rechristened the Wicker-
sham, will be In operation this June, giving travelers luxury
usarvice, The Sealtle run Is also being maintained, and oper=
‘abine nearly parallel with the Queen of Prince Rupert, should
{patir many more travelers Into the Panhandle. In addition, while
(the Wickersham's car capacity is only some 23 more than the
other Southeastern ferries, its speed will allow it to make
(three Panhandle circuits a week—enough to handle tourist traf-
i fle, according to Commissioner of Public Works Harold Strand
3 .
'lh?;.st while the ship appears to be a wise buy, we feel the Gover-
gmor blindered in not keeping all members of our Congressional
delegation more immediately and fully informed about his actions
s and intentions In buying a forelgn vessel. Perhaps things war:
phappening rapidly, and for a long while nothing was *‘defini
J§ but our two Senators and our Congressman like to be in
know—and they are the ones who have to secure a Jones act

[}

' walver or amendment,
4l Some people have argued that a year ago Hickel should have

p built a ferry to ru from Sitka to Sitko bay, Maybe so, maybe

| 4 Some have called it ‘dmmoral”’ to use public money in.a

re th.t depends on amending the Jones act for its success,

{ Where were these people during the months when the Governor

was talking of purchasing a foreign ferry but had not yet signed
the contract?

Iuther than squabble over the past—which is even less easy

! :to amend than the Jones act—we propose that everyone take a

€lear look at where we are right now in the matter of the ferry
{ System and decide what the best course of action will be,
so0 We sugeest that In the best Interest of the state, the Governor

" & Shauld be supported fully in his efforts to use the foreign ferry

| We have purchased as an integral and fully functioning unit of
g the marine hichway system.

! = Governor Hickel has taken a gamble in trying to buck the Jones
' act and get it amended, If he loses, we are confident that the ferry
will be sold, and no great financial loss sustained. But meane
while, the governor should receive the full support of everyone
in his efforts,

-

JUNEAU (AP) — The new
state ferry, the M,V. Stenna
Britannica, will make three
round trips a week, starting in
mid-June between Prince Ru-
pert, B.C,, and Haines, Public
Works Commissioner Harold D,
Strandberg said Friday,

Departures will be from
Prince Rupert on Friday, Sun-
day and Tuesday, Strandberg
sald, and the ship will leave
Haines Thursday, Saturday and
Monday,

To meet Jones act require-
ments, stops on the northbound
run at Ketchikan and Juneau
will be to disembark passengers
only, and, on the southbound
run, stops at the two cities will
be only to pick up passengers,

The Jones act restricts come
merce between American ports
by foreign built vessels,

For two weeks after the May
25 sailing from Seattle, Strand.
berg said, state ferry service
from Puget Sound will be suse
pended,

Service will be resumed with
one of the vessels of the Mala-
spina Class June 12 with a de.
parture from Skagway, The ship
will arrive in Seattle June 16,
Strandberg said,

Thereafter through the sum-
mer the weekly departures from
Seattle will he on Sunday,

éouthe astern Runs
Set for New Ferry

With the plush, 363-foot Swed-
ish-bullt Britannica in service,
the Public Works Department
noted that for the first time
seven-day-a-week ferry service
will be established for Hafnes
and Prince Rupert,

When he announced the ship®s
purchase for $6.9 million eariier
this month, Gov, Walter Hickel
said the Britannica was being
considered for service between
Prince Rupert and Seattle or

between Prince Rupert and
Haines,
The Department of Public

Works decided to continue the
Southeast Alaska~Puget Sound
run with an American-built fer-
ry because it could carry
freight, while the Britannica,
under the Jones act, could not,
if the cargo were shipped be-
tween American ports,

Because Coast Guard regulae
tions require stateroom accom-
modations for all passengers on
the Alaska-Puget Sound run, the
state ferry will continue to be
limited to around 100 passengers
each way,

Tracy Kaldor administrative
director of the public works de-
partment, sald the new ocean
going ferry is to leave for the
United States no later than May
7 and arrive at Seattle about
June 1,

Hickel’s press secretary, said

ALASKA MARINE HIGHWAY SCHEDULE

Because the Juneau City Dock is presently under
all vessels will continu

repair,
Bay Terminal.

Until further notice all southbou
uled via Sitka will arrive at Auke Bay 45 minutes be.
fore time posted in current Schedule,

Vessels are requested to remain in port at Auke
Bay until 15 minutes past Juneau
rival time to dccommodate any late ¢

e to utilize the Auke

nd trips not sehed-

City scheduled ar-
raffic,

ferry for a Sitka-Stikoh Bay run |

or for a new larger ferry to re.
Place the Tustamina on the South-
eastern run. The Tustamina

would then be put on proposed |

Sitka run,
The Hickel administration
should have taken immediate ac-

tion on these proposals the rep- |

resentative said, charging that
the Republicans wasted about a
year and a half.

“We should have been m oving

i

from the time the bond issue |

bassed,’’ he said.

Ray also said he feared the f

state would find itself “*stuck™
with a ship they couldn’t sell,
Holbert also said that the new
ship do2s have side loading facil-
ities, but that the Alaskan docks
Will have to be modified to ae-
comodate them. ““We don’t ex-
pect it to cosi a great deal,”” he
said, adding that it would be the
docks which would be revamped.
Holbert also pointed out that
the low bid of $7.9 million on an
American built ferry did not in-
clude the engine, With engine
the ferry would have cost some-
thing over $10 million he said.
Lockert is present! ¥ in Sweden
checking the Britannica, the
Press secretary said,

e e S
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Trouble

~ Hits New Ferry
" In Panama Canal

Juneau (AP) The state’s
new Swedish-built ferry has been
hit by propeller troubles in the
Panama Canal, Public Works
Commissioner Harold D, Strand-
berg said today.

«The ship is able to proceed
at 12 knots,” Strandberg sald,
tand the p now is for it to
proceed up the coast to the
first available drydock for re-
ms.’!

Strandberg said the problem
with the reversable propeller is
similar to that experienced by
ihe state's other late-model fer-
ries, which have the same type
equipment,

He said representatives of the
firm which supplied the propeller
for the new ferry have been
flown to the Canal Zone and
were aboard the vessel, the Stena
Britannica, to glve assistance.

Because of the reduction in
the ship’s cruising speed from
a pormal 20 knots to 12, and
the expected 24-hour to 36-hour
delay in drydock, Strandberg said
the vessel’s arrival in Seattle
would be later than planned,

Originally the ship was to
arrive in Seattle by June 1.
But it now appears it will be

" June 3 before it arrives at San

Pedro, Calif,, the likely loca-
tion for the drydock repairs,
The vessel may continue to San
Diego for repairs, Strandberg
sald,

There could be a delay In
getting the ship, which will be
renamed the Wickersham, into

& _ side and one through a HIt-up,

1] 4

service on its planned Souths
eastern Alaska run, the Public
Works Commissioner sald,

«We won’t know what changes

will have to be made until we
get a firm ETA (estimated time
of arrival) for Seattle,” Strand-
berg said,

The ship is scheduled to go

into drydock at Seattle for mod=
{fication after it is formally
transferred to the state from
its Swedish owners.

Strandberg sald the state was

exploring the possibility of have

ing some of this work done at
the Southern California drydock

but it appeared doubtful it wo

be done because the ship at
present it still technically under
Swedish ownership,.

Under 2 new schedule released
garlier this month, the new ferry
is to make its first run {from
Prince Rupert, B,C,, to Huines,
Alaska, starting June 16,

‘Britannica
Shown Off
By Hickel

SEATTLE (AP)— Gov, Walter
Hickel of Alaska showed off 2
model Friday of the Bvedish fers
ry for which his state just mid
$6.9% million for the Alaska fo
Puget Sound service,

Hickel, in Seattle for a speech,
told newsmen the MV Stena Brie
tannica will leave Goteborg,
Sveden, about May 5 and Is due
in Seattle by June 1,

The sleek, white 363-foot, four-
month - old ship will join the
smaller Alaska ferries to make
two voyages a week from Seats
tle, in service begun hy Alaska
last November,

The Britannica will get a new
name, one with an Alaskan flave
a, but “probably not after &
glacler, as are the other state
ferries,” Hickel said

It is still ot certain what flag
the vessel will fly, but a decision
is expected In a few days,

The Jones Act prohibits serv-
iee by foreign bottoms between
American ports.

‘a5 e want tokeep ker under a
Swedish flag, but are having 2
fes problems with labor unions
in Sweden,” Hickel said, Alter-
natives would Panamanian or
Liberian regisration,

Hickel has said the vessel will
use an Alaskan crew,

The 5,300 ton ship can make
23.5knots and carry 140 to 150
cars, It has berths for 500 pase
Sengers.

The replica displayed by Hicks
d was gwen him in Juneau this
week by the ship’s former owns
ers, The model alone is worth
8,500, :

The Britanica has four load=
Ag ports, at the stern, on each

PR DTRERIOMIENW ST A

Consider
Deal With
Canada On
Ferry Run

Alaska may be trying to work
out a plan to employ a foreign
bottom ferry on runs by using
Prince Rupert, B. C, as a nor-
thern terminus,

, Gov. Walter J, Hickel told a
press conference Tuesday that
it. might be possible to use a
foreign vessel on such a runm,
implying apparently that such a
maneuver might circumvent the
Jones actl.

The state is currently nege-
tiating for the purchase of a
large Swedish ferry to use on
the run to Seattle.

Employment of such a vessel,
however, would run afoul of the
Jones Act, which prohibits the
shipment of cargo between twe
American points whenany part of
transportation is on a foreign
bottom.

The state is also negotiating
with the federal government for
a special exemption to the Jones
act.

Hickel said Assistant Attorney

General George Benisch is in
Ottawa, Canada's capital, ‘‘seeks
ing clarification of our Prince
Rupert lease.”

He said he expected ‘‘answers
in 48 hours, maybe less’ on both
the Prince Rupert lease and the
purchase of the Swedish ferry,

At an earlier press confer-
‘ence, the Governor saidthe state
was considering the operation of
the Swedish vessel under a for-
eign flag during the coming sum-
mer tourist season, then making
the nzcessary changes in the fall
to bring her up to Coast Guard
standards.

Hickel said then that he did
not belleve too much modifica-
tion of Southeastern ferry docks-
would be necessary to accomo-
date the Swedish vessel being
sought by the state.

.+ bow opening, &' ek

' hands on an article in the Wall Street Journal that we’ve heard

# " > “’ I - m . = -
" oN ﬁh 'STREET THEY SAID—We our
about for some time now concerning our governor’'s purchase
of the Swedist’ ferry Stenna Britannica. Here is what the pub-

lication that talks to the people who buy Alaska’s bonds said

about the new acquisition:

Alaska Buys a Ship, But it's Kept Tied Up"
By Laws About Flags

X X% ¥

State Purchases Ferry From
Sweden, Wants U.S. to Waive

Rule on Foreign Vessels
e T E——

By WILLIAM McALLISTER
Staff Reporter of The Wall
Street Journal

JUNEAU, Alaska — The
proudest vessel in the State’s
fleet may be flying a Swed-
ish flag, or Panamanian. Or
Liberian. No one quite knows.

The problem centers a-
round the 363-foot luxury Swe-
dish Ferry MV Stena Britan-
nica, which the state just
bought for $6,920,000 to ply
the waters between South
Alaska, British Columbia and
the state of Washington.

Gov, Hickel sayshe search-
ed two years before finding
the Britannica. It can only be
a delight to rugged Alaskans,
he says. It’ll make 23,5 knots,
sleep 400 passengers, hold
150 cars, feed hundreds ina
large cafeteria and quench
their thirsts in seven bars,
he adds. ‘‘People have said it
was built for Alaska,” he
boasts.

Everything would be just
dandy—if only the governor
could find the ship a flag. The
problem is that only a ship
built in a U.S, shipyard can
fly this country’s flag. And
then there is the matter about
the Jones Act, which prohi-
bits a foreign flag vessel from
operating commercially be-
tween U.S. ports (like Seattle
and Haines, Alaska, for ex-
ample).

The governor hopesto solve
the problem by getting Con-
gress to waive the Jones Act
in this case. Then the ship
can keep her Swedish flag,
right. j

Wrong. There is also a
Swedish law that requiresany
ship with a Swedish flag to
carry some Swedish seamen.
Gov. Hickel prefers a hardy
Alaskan crew.

The governor hopes to
solve the problem by having
Sweden waive that rule. Or
maybe by registering the ship
in Panama or Liberia.

The state already has five
ships in the coastal ferry ser-
vice. But they were built in
1.S. yards, hence fly the stars
and stripes.

The Wall Street Journal article was published in the May
1 edition. We hope the date doesn’t link up the Stenna Brifan
nica with that old call of the sea, “May Day, May Day.”
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Ferry Story With an Unhappy Ending

Five years of community effort
and dedication down the drain.

All those months of documentation
and persuasion wiped out by Alaska
Governor Walter Hickel’s announce-
ment Friday that the southern termi-
nus would be Seattle, not Belling-
ham.

Not Bellingham, which first saw
the immense possibilities in extend-
ing the “marine highway” south
from Ketchikan and Prince Rupert,
B.C., to this port.

Not Bellingham, which set up a
ferry committee, gave its traffic and
-ates consultant the green light to
make a comprehensive study on the
comparative costs and benefits to
Alaska and to the tourist and trans-
portation industry in the North Pa-
eific.

Not Bellingham, whose ecitizens
dug into their pockets to finance 2.-
000 printed brochures detailing the
favorable factors and to send a dele-
gation of community leaders on a
1964 trip to Southeastern Alaska
ports to convince Alaskans of the
blessings that would flow from a fer-
1y between this city and theirs.

Not Bellingham, whose spokesmen
told eloquently and convinecingly of
the need for this state to work with
Alaska on ways to inaugurate the
service, while at the same public hear-
ing, Seattle port officials threw cold
water on the whole idea.

Not Bellingham, which persuaded
the state Department of Commerce
and Feconomic Development to peti-
tion for a federal feasibility prelimi-
nary study, and which refused to

roll over and forget about it when
the firm that made the study said any
run between Alaska and Puget Sound
would be a loser.,

Not Bellingham, which offered
€asy access to rail and highway, by
contrast with the erowded conditions
on Seattle’s waterfront and down-
town streets.

No, not Bellingham. Because “Se-
attle is the hub of transportation be-
tween the Pacific Northwest and
Alaska,” that city is getting the re-
ward for all the fantastic work done
by Bellingham people.
~ Even the Seattle newspapers were
In our corner when this community
was battling alone for the service.
According to a Post-Intelligencer edi-
torial April 30, 1964, “efforts to have
the Alaska Ferry System extended
southward to Bellingham should get
encouragement from every part of
Washington State and the Pacific
Northwest.”

Maybe nobody in Seattle in 1964
really believed such a service ever
would come to pass. Certainly, wa-
terfront interests in that city oppos-
ed the proposal. Not until Governor
Hickel suddenly announced last No-
vember-that Alaska would go ahead
with the service did Seattleites bring
all their big guns to bear.

A lot of people here had predicted
cynically that once the folks in the
big city decided it was worth going’
after, they would take it away from

us despite the superiority of our lo- |

cation. Weil, they've done it. And
it will take this editor, for one, a long
time to get the bad taste out of his
mouth.

-

Letters

WHY NOT BELLINGHAM
AS B.C. FERRY POINT?
Editor, The Herald:

I can certainly appreciale
your ediofrial comments Sur.i-
day in regard to Bellingham's
loss of the Alaska ferry ter-
minal.

However, I can’t help but wan-
der if it was not a blessing in
disguise. Having been exposed
to Alaska on several occasions
and to its state government and
its economics, I was genuinely
concerned about the long-range
impact it would have on What-
com County. Meaning two or
three years from now we could
be left holding the bag, ie: ferry
terminal.

A great effort was put forth
by many dedicated people {o
make Bellingham a ferry fer-
minal. This effort need not go
to waste. Bellingham is still
the logical location for this
type of operation.

The British Columbia Ferry
Commission - should be contact-
ed to make Bellingham ils
southern terminal for its Prince
Rupert run. It goes without say-
ing that the economics of this
type of operation are more ob-
vious and longer ranged than
Alaska's.

I could expand further on
the many advantages to the
B.C. Ferry System and What-
c¢om County with Bellingham as
the southern terminus, but I
am sure many people are fully
aware of them.

John M. Cundiff
723 17th St

h., Herald, Tuesday, April 16, 1968
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By JACK MAYNE
Of The Bellingham Herald

Despite the fact Seatlle has
been named the southern ter-
Iminal for Alaska ferry runs (o
\Puget Sound, supporters of a
|Bellingham terminal should
make a strong effort to be-
\eome an alternate or co-termin-
al.
| This advice came from Seat-
\tle consultant ¥Fred H. Tolan,
\who has long been an adviser
to the Bellingham Terminal-
[ Alaska Ferry Committee.

Tolan suggested continued ef-
forts in face of a Friday an-
inouncement by Alaska Gov.
Walter J. Hickel thal Seatlle

would become the permanent]

{southern terminal for the ferry
runs. The announcement said a
new Swedish 1200 passenger
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lferry was to be purchased for

$7 million to make year around
service from Southeast Alaska
possible.

NOT GOOD

“Thig is not good news, bul
the people in Bellingham should
not burn all their bridges until
they find out whether or not
Seattle to be the only terminal,”
Tolan said.

“It is disappointing new be
cause the Alaska governor and
all of his advisors have en-
couraged us — 1 just can't"sbe-
lieve he would do this unless
he had a very good reason,”
the consultant said.

The reason for the Seattle de-
cision might have hinged on
many things, he felt, but there
are two important ones: Al-
“wants and needs”™ the
help of powerful Seattle offic-

A Name for the Ferry

Our unpaid occasional correspon-

dent at Orca cannery,

land Fish Company installation near
Cordova in Southeastern Alaska, has
suggested a name for the new Alaska

ferry.

“] feel the most appropriate name
would be ‘Miss Bellingham’,’
. T. Sandberg, who was a Customs

| inspector here for many years,
| cause that is what the vessel will do
. . . Miss Bellingham.’
| Sandy didn’t confine his letter to
| the Anchorage Times just to that
guip. He said he supposed Gover-

a New Eng-

wrote

‘il)e-

nor Hickel felt it necessary to have
the Puget Sound terminal at Seattle
in order to get the assistance of thi§
state’s
Jones act modified. But if Prince Ru-
pert is retained as a port of call,
Sandberg added, Bellingham would
attract more Canadian traffic.

The state of Alaska didn’t follow
Sandberg’s suggestion for the name
of the vessel acquired recently. It will
be known as the Wickersham. But not,
we're sure, for the small community
of that name in Whatcom County.
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Ferry Co-Terminal —Tolan

Prince Rupert, B.C. and either | Tolan indicates Alaska could
Seattle or Southeast Alaska. |have been worried Adlum
COULD HELP |would cause labor problemsif

The governor has so far been Seattle were not chosen over
unsuccessful in getting con-| Bellingham. Members of the

ials to change the Jones Act
and because of pressure from
a man who seryes on the Se-
altle Port Commission and is
also the business agent for the

inland Boatmen’s Union. gressional support to change the | Inland Boatmen’s Union will be
The Jones Acl is a federal law. Tolan feels the shipping in- manning the ferry from Alaska

terests of Seattle could aid Al-'to Puget Sound.

foreign built ship to carry pas-|aska to get this change. Tolan notes it was Governor
sengers or freight between two Meris Adlum is president of | iskel himself whr; shggested
American ports. For that rea- the Seattle Port Commission | .o pb:’ﬁ'sihilitr of more than one

on Hicke) will be forced fo use'and also Secretary - Treasurer

his new Swedish ferry between of the Inland Boa?'nm's Union,
City Sh
L
Co-Terminal on Ferry
(Continued from Page 1)

law that makes it illegal for a

terminal, he didn't dismiss the

Y 1 [ AEL o idea.

southern port for the ferries, “T don't see how it is possi

Hickel made the suggestion iniy ..~ a‘s';“. j“ b QS, ]'i[

Seattle on December 17, 1967, onl,. . = FOTR 10 e ?
two (Puget Sound) terminals

il-‘m oceasion of the first round|
itrip by the ferries to Puget
Sound.

until we try it,”” he commented.

l"But. I banked on the econg-
1 1 H »

\THREE STOPS | mics selling Bellingham.

“There is obviously going to! Those economics still logk
be pressure for Bellingham, An-|good to Joe Entriken, manager
lacortes and Seaftle to be the|of the Whatcom County Indus-
southern terminal,” Hickel said |trial Development Council, who
15t the time. “Why not explore|has been working for months
\the idea of stopping at all three on the Bellingham Terminal
ports?” plan.
| He felt competition between
|Washington ports would help
{he ferries stay loaded with pas-
sengers and freight.

senior senator in having the

“Tolan and the (local) com-
mittee have documented every
angle and not one fact has begn
s e ) ! ___|questioned or refuted by an¥-
Q‘_].l"[’ traffic and rates expert|gn. v pntriken commented. He
said Bellingham could justify| g ccot think Bellingham made
being a co-terminal with Seattle a11‘." tintioal ern o g d _T,_.
because of the large Lower| . PHCAL | eITOrS 1 'Ged Uy
Mainland of British Columbia
population who have ties witl

with Alaska and feels all argy-

ith | ments were on firm ground.

the Prince Rupert, Kitimat and
Terrace regions of northern
Rritish Columbia. Nearby Bel-

“According to present reporis
the issue appears to be dead,

fingham would make a con- but I have a strong belief that
venient terminal for traffic|time will bring the Bellingham

from the Lower Mainland to this terminal
section of the province.
“Bellingham’s economics are

idea back to life =—
I'm positive we had the right

pight and Alaska is going fotdns®<r from the beginning,”
=] * » y Y -]

find this out sooner or later,” he added.

Tolan said. “But, we m usi

face facts, where could {his

new ferry tie up in Bellingham
on June 17"

Port of Bellingham Manager
{Tom Glenn believes a tempor-
lary terminal could have been
ready by the date the new ferry
arrives June 1. He, too,
was disappointed over the Se-
atlle selection, but curiously
| optomistic.
| “How do you complement
when you're not sure David is
through?” Glenn asked.
|DIDN'T DISMISS i
| While he has indicated hefore |
{the Port was not very enthus.
| dastic about becoming a go={
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Monday’s the day — Seattle Day for the queen of the
Alaska State Ferries. The Stena Britannica is due out of

#8an Pedro at noon today after yard work on a propeller.

¢ She should arrive at Vancouver, B.C., Monday morning,

o @ischarge her cargo of Volvo automobiles and range on

. town to Seattle late that afternoon.

Alaska officials are juggling schedules and sweating
out time to make up for their showboat's delay en route
here from Sweden.

The new schedule calls for the Wickersham (ex-Bri-
tannica) to sail from Seattle — not Prince Rupert — at 3

ip.m. Sunday, June 16. The Malaspina, which had been

.Scheduled for the Seattle run, has been diverted to take
the Wickersham’s scheduled June 14 sailing north from

" Rupert.

IN THE SIX DAYS between the new ferry’s Seattle

ssarrival and her hoped-for departure, her Alaska opera-

< tors must (1) put her into the Todd Shipyard for modifi-

gation of her sideport ramps and miscellaneous work,

"12) complete legal transfer of the $7 million ship from

Ber present Swedish owners and (3) hire and indoctri-
nate at least one of the two 60-man crews that will
handle her over her regular run between Prince Rupert

sand Haines, Alaska. Chalking up the needed chores

Wagainst time available, Capt. Red Lockert, director of

WAlaska's Marine Transport Division, gives it an Alaska-

Stype summation:
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Alaska's New Ship Due Monday
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SUMMER VACATION isn’t just for the school-age
set. Seafarers, too, have spotted the arrival of fine
weather. After a winter of sailing, they've earned vaca-
tions, and they’re taking them.

Seamen’s vacations are forcing vacations on some
ships, too. Frank Huxtable, acting head of the Maritime
Administration here, reports three ships tied up last
weekend for lack of crew — some for as long as six
days. They're all out now, but more crew shortages
could lie ahead, Shortages were for second and third en-
gineers, third mates, firemen and oilers. With the need
for qualified crewmen, unfortunately, there’s no call for
wipers and ordinary seamen, the rates that offer the
only chances for eager youngsters to ship out.

THREE FAMILIAR SEAGOING VETERANS are at
the end of the line, Marad has sent out bids to scrap the
freighters Ocean Mail, China Mail and Island Mail.
They're in the Olympia Reserve Fleet, retired after
many years with the American Mail Line. The three are
a pre-World War II class. They came off the ways at a
time when Uncle Sam was frying to develop diesel mo-
torships, AML president Worth Fowler tells us: “They
gave us a lot of frouble mechaniecally, but they were well
built.”

THE COAST GUARD is pushing a mild erackdown
on safety regulations aboard tankers. Capt. Henry
Pearce, chief of the Merchant Safety Division, reports

Jurisdiction
Fray Eases

SEATTLE (AP) — Tempers
have flared, but zction appare
ently has been delayed— at least
temporarily—in a brewing dise
bute over which union has jurise
diction over the hiring of crews
for Alaska®s Swedish-built super=
ferry, the Wickersham,

The 120 jobs represented by
the Wickersham, formerly the
Stena Britannica, now are
manned by the Inlandboatments
Union of the Pacific,

But the offshore unions have
been giving a hungry once-over
to the Wickersham, arguing that
Alaska’s new 363-foot vessel ace
tually is a passenger liner, They
Stress the “‘Inland™ in the In-
landboatmen®s union,

However, Merle Adlum, presi=
dent of the Puget Sound Divi-
sion of the inland union;  saig
Wednesday his union has grown
with the Alaska ferry System,
helped develop it and glves prefe
erential hiring to Alaskans,

Adlum said his union has built
a contract that pays able seas.
man more than $700 a month
for week-on, week-off schedules,
and added: *We think we've
done a good job,*

Contesting that status quo is
the West Coat’s Marine Cooks
and Stewards, Firemen & Was
tertenders and Sailors Union of
the Pacific,

Charles Green, Seattle port

? Superferry

- T T T

|
§° S5 “Those are impossible things to do in that time, but f”‘ﬂ many ‘V}ﬂlati!}ns lately—pumping equipment out of agent for the Marine Cooks and
‘ we do a lot of impossible things here. order, warning signals net out, the proper men not on Stewards sald Wednesday that
B e duty during pumping, “when something becomes a
) THERE'S MORE THAN A GRAIN OF TRUTH, inci-  Pearce and his staff are | litle more than a ferry, with
b dentally, to rumors that the new Wickersham could re- circulating among opera- runs of 700.800 miles like those
[ fuire major conversion to meet some U.S standards.  tors, preaching safety, between here and Ketchikan,*
[ Ironically, those standards would require tearing out the suggesting penalties, if his union should have jurisdice
g ~rich wallboard and wall-to-wall carpeting that make the necessary, to avert spills . 4
i *Norse-built ship so Iluxurious and replacing them with or explosions. Pearce The marine cooks is “the only
{ austere furnishing like linoleum and tile. The transfor- says: “Education before q“:g‘:’&[e‘;“h :]ep";’; °fssgf11¥
~mation might run several million dollars. the casualty is preferable Service caﬁ‘:eg%rles id l:e saxff
Any such disruption would come later, though, in the to prosecution after the However, Green sald that
unlikely event that Alaska could amend the Jones Act to casualty.” while his union was *‘definitely
bring the Wickersham under the U.S. flag. Coast Guard Interested,” it planned no im-
Tegulations for U.S. flag ships look to the ships’ con- mediate campaign to take jurise
gcription in time of war. They rule out any plush adorn- diction away from the Inlande
b ments that might spark trouble under enemy fire. boatmen,
ll The Wickersham will sail under a foreign flag — mfgmnh the boatmeg and
i i " and stewards unions
i Probably Panamanian—but with a Yankee crew. As one are both affillates of the Sea.
F of the most modern passenger vessels in the world, she farers International Union, SIU rl.'l
fully meets international standards of safety at sea. And President Paul Hall reportedly .
f ‘the' plush quarters she’ll offer her passengers may help Is flying out from the East
% mrconcile Alaskans to the fact she can't win U.S. regis- Coast next week to help cool
: t‘?' 5 tempers in the jurisdiction dis. |
T ) b e — -
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S uperferr y in Seatile

2-19

BEATTLE (AP) — Alaska’s
new superferry, the Stena Brit-
annica, arrived here last night
for a final shipyard polishing
before beginning service as the
$7 million queen of the Alaska
Marine Highway System next
week,

The 363«foot luxury ferry, pur-
chased from Sweden, will be
transferred to Alaska state owne
ership and Panamanian flag
registry during her layover at
Todd Shipyard here,

Capt. H, J, Lockert, director of
the state*s ferry system, said the

5 300-ton vessel will operate uns *

dera two-crew system, the same

as other big Alaska ferries,

The Britannica will carry two
crews of 60 men each, Including
a palr of captains, to alternate
in sailing the ship between
Prince Rupert, B.C,, and Skag-
way, far to the north,

The captains will be Ronald
Kutz, Juneau, and Cecil Rice,
Ketchikan, Lockert said,

The ferry is to leave here Sun-
day for Prince Rupert. She is
slated to leave there June 23,

‘arriving in Ketchikan at 945

p.m, the same day and depart-
ing t!? hours later for Juneau,
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By PAUL HENDERSON

The ferryboat people from
Alaska showed off their new
luxury liner here today with
enthusiastic overtones of
“See, ‘we told you so.”

It is fine to “buy Ameri-
can,” they were saying, un-
less it costs you an addition-
al $10 million to do so.

1 Alaska Marine Highway
System officials spoke in the
posh setting of the Stena Bri-

tannica, their $7 million
“bargain’’ purchase from
Sweden.

The ship arrived in Seattle
| at 8:45 p. m. yesterday after
er 35-day voyage from Go-
borg, Sweden, by way of
ancouver; B. C. Here she
to undérgo some minor
justments at the Todd
ipyard before going into
egular service between
yrince. Rupert, B. C., and
outheastern Alaska ports.
' Among the Alaska State
Ferries officials who board-
gl the ship here was Capt.
H. J. (Red) Lockert, direc-
pr of the Alaska Marine
gighway System.

PURCHASE of the Norwe-
an-built ship concluded a
g search by Alaska for a
itable vessel, and it
pught criticism to the 49th
te for not favoring the
American economy with its
dollars.

& ““This ship « has every-
thing,"” said Harold Strand-
berg, Alaska’s commissioner
public works.

*We believe it would have
ost $16 million to purchase
comparable vessel on the
srican market

But Alaska faced two Unit-
States laws that are de-
ned to prevent the mari-
@ millions from going

m One prohibits a for-
(& wned vessel to be
transferred to American re-
gistry.

No problem there, Strand-
berg siid. The ship will fly
the Panamanian flag.

The second obstacle was
{the Jones Act. which prohi-
\hits 2 foreipn vessel, JPana-
manian! for example, from
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HAROLD H. J.
STRAND- LOCKERT
BERG

carrving cargo betwecn Un-
ited States ports,

Operaring the ship between
Prince Rryert, B. C., and
Alaska is “perfectly legal,”
the cominscioner said.

SEVEN KEY MEN in the
Alaskan fesivboat organiza-
tiem made the trip from Swe-
den. These included Capt.
Cecil Rice ard Capt. Ronald
Kutz, wke will share com-
mand of the vessel under an
alternating-crew system.

Twenty-eight Swedes dlso
were aboard to familiarize
the Alaskans with their new
ship. Despite problems with
a camshaft, which slowed
the top speed of 23 knots to
13 and prolonged the trip,
Rice and Kutz don't think
any other ship could have
impressed them more.

“It has every safety fea-
ture imaginable,” Rice saids
Kutz said. ‘I don’t think we
could have found another
ship like this anywhere.”

To straighten the record,
Rice added: "It's not true
that the Stena Britannica
has seven bars and one life-
boat. Five of those bars are
snack bars.” :

The Stena Britannica Was
built only a year ago. The
Swedes used her on runs be-
tween their own ports and
Denmark.

Why, Strandberg was
asked, did Sweden put the
vessel on the market after it
was used just one year?

“You will have to ask the
Swedes about that,”" he re-
plied.

| LUXURY on the Stena

A HISTORIC RIDE on a magnificent ship may be

available out of Seattle Sunday.
Britannica)

Wickersham (ex-Stena

The new superferry
has 382 bunks avail-

able. Alaska State Travel Director Bill Schafer tells us
that so far only 100 passengers are signed up for the
Wickersham's first run, to Prince Rupert, B.C. If you're
interested, call MA 2-8124 and ask for Alaska ferry infor-

mation. But remember:
" noon departure could slip
. on her here.

The Wickersham’s Sunday after-
back, There's a lot left to do
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Capt. Cecil Rice, left, and Capt. Ronald Kuiz

pointed out instruments
bridge console.

Britannica visible through-
out, comes from rich ma-
hogany paneling, carpeting,
beautiful lighting and soft

on the Stena Britannica's

Before Sunday
the ship will be renamed the
Wickersham, in honor of the
pioneer Alaska jurist.

leaving

The Seattle Cimes

aritime |

| NEWS |

———— ———

Alaska’s New Ferry

At Todd Shipyard

The Stena Britannica,
Alaska's new $7 million fer-
ry} arrived in Seattle at 8 45

p.| m. yesterday after a 35-
{lday voyage from Goteborg,
|| Sweden.

The 363-foot ship. pur-

{chaed from Sweden, will be
rechristened the Wickers-
[ham. in honor of the pioneer
]Alaslm;. before,, she  goes
| into_regular sen‘iue between

Prince Rupert and
southeastern Alaska ports.

The ship went to the Todd
Shipyard here. She will
transferred to Alaska owner-
ship and Panama an-flag
registry  before departing
Pier 30 on Sunday

She has a sun deck, sauna
room. two bars, restaurant
and cafeteria and dance

%
0e

BY DON PAGE
P-I Marine Writer

Alaska’s new $7 million
| ferry showboat made her
| grand Seattle enfrance yes-
| ferday, with a lot of chiefs,
| mo Indians but quite a few
. Swedes aboard.
| The Seattle fireboat Alki
| greeted the 363-foot pocket

geean liner Stena Britanni-
l'ea as she put into Elliott
Bay.
She was en route to a
" brief layover in the Todd
yard at the end of a 35-day
| yoyage from Goteborg, Swe-
den.
Also in Seaftle, the Bri-
‘ fannica will undergo the le-
1 machinations of trans-
r to Alaska State owner-
ship and Panamanian flag
| registry.
" BER SEATTLE stay is
scheduled to end Sunday,
‘with 3 p.m. departure for
" Prince Rupert, B.C., and
regular service between
Prince Rupert and Haines,
Alaska.
8he will make her Seattle
departure from Pier 30.

A crew of about 50
‘manned the ferryboal liner
l'on her last voyage under
 the Swedish flag.

. That voyage was inter-
| rupted only by a brief lay-
| ‘over at a San Pedro ship-
yard for replacement of a

propeller

! Arrives in‘ State

]
|
|

-t

%
She also stopped at V:tn_-'
couver, B.C., yesterday fo
discharge 172 Volvo aufo-
mobiles her owners freights
ed there to help cut the £ost
of the ship's delivery 1o
Seattle,

THE SHIP'S Swedlsh
skipper, Capt. R, D. Young-
er, was rarely alona on #h@
bridge during this cruise.

Alaska State Ferries sent
seven key men on the voy.
age to familiarize them
with their new command.

These included Captaing
Ron Kutz and Cecil Rite,
Chief Engineer Jim Stitt,
Chief Mate Robert Johngon
and three other engineefs!

Another captain joinegd
the ship on her run sonth
from Vancouver. Capt."An-
drew Skucy of the Puget
Sound Pilots guided the lix
urious ferryboat on the last
leg of her Seattle voyage.

Purchase of the Swedish
ship capped a long seatel
by Alaskans. :

On April 12 Alaska Go®
Walter Hickel announced to
The Post-Intelligencer that
the ship had been found &t
that year-round ferry Sery-
ice was assured befwesy
Seattle and Southeast Alas-
ka.

The Britannica will be re
christened the Wickershar,
{o honor a pioneer Alaska
jurist and leader.

Britannica

InDrydock

JUNEAU (AP)— The Swedish
ferry Stena Britannica was in
drydock at San Pedro, Calif,,
Tuesday for engine and propel-
ler repairs, Public Works Come
missioner Harold D, Strandberg
safd.

The ship encountered mechans
feal troubles 11 days ago In the
Panana Canal,

The 363-foot vessel is enroute
to Seattle, where its sale to the
state of Alaska for $6.0 million
will be completed, To be re=
ehristened the Wickersham, the
ferry will go into service this
summar between Prince Rupert
B.C., and Haines, Alaska.

The repairs In Californie are
expected to take ‘‘a few days,”
Strandberg said,

Shortly after the imechanical
troubles began, it was hoped the
ship could make it on only one
of its two 8,500-horsepower en-
gines to Vancouver, B.C., where
a shipment of new Swedishcars
is to be unloaded.

The hoped-for arrival time at
Vancouver now 1is Juue 10,
Strandberg said,

11 our lead time is gone™
he said, Were moving as quicks
Iy as we can to get it out for

the rirst scheduled Alaska trip
. g 16, Everything has got %@
| oligk if we're going to make P '— Y
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Festive Juneau Christening Slated
For New State Ferry M/V Wickersham

The state's newest, largest
and most luxurious ferryliner—
the M-V Wickersham—will tie
up in Juneau from 2 p.m. to
approximately 4 p.m. on its in-
augural voyage, June 26.

During those two hours, capi-
tal community residents will-be
treated to a dockside band con-
cert, re-christening ceremonies,
and an Open House inspection of
the seven-million-dollar addition
to the Alaska Marine Highway.

The Juneau Inaugural Com-
mittee — Mildred Banfield,
Chairman; Bob Wells, Don Dick-
ey, Mrs. Joe McLean, Mrs. Tom
Kelly, Dick Shepherd and Bill
Ray, have announced the follow-
ing program of events:

At 2 p.m. the vessel will en-
ter the Gastineau Channel area,
escorted by a flotilla of local

yachts and small craft. As the
Elmendorf Air Force Bandplays
at dockside, the ship will be tied
up at the subport.

Martin F. “Bill”* Schafer, Di-
rector of the Alaska Travel Di-
vision, will act as Master of
Cerumonies from shipboardwith
the official party. He will intro-
duce Governor Walter J, Hickel
who will presenta shortaddress.

Schafer will then introduce
Mrs. Hickel and Mrs, Ruth All-
man, relative of the late Judge
James Wickersham for whom the
vessel will be named. Together
Mrs. Hickel and Mrs. Allman
will sponsor the re-christening of
the ship, re-naming it the “Wic-
kersham.”’

Then the local committee will
present the ship’s captain with
a framed picture of the City of

Juneau, While the band plays
additional numbers, the public
will be invited to come aboard
and look over the new ship.

The Wickersham will depart
for Haines at approximately 4
p.m.

“These eceremonies,” sald
Mrs. Banfield ““will be both signi-
ficant and fua, We urge every-
one, absolutely everyone, in the

-

.

community to be on hand the 26th
when the vessel comes in.

«We were particularly pleased
to be able to obtain the services
of the Elmendor{ Air Force Base

band. This is @ marvelous musi- |

cal organization, Ifs being here
adds the perfect final touch in
making this a festive; happy oc-
casion.”
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tomorrow morning, if all

goes well, Her operators still are sweating and scur-

edille for Prince Rupert at 3 tomorrow afternoon.

3 Wi by {3 3ea L L L]
. Bitannica) ‘will shift to Pier 48 loday and Black Ball
Pier 20, at the foot of Lander, ;

E

" ;‘%._bm it 1ooks more and more as if she’ll pull out on
8 -.I .
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Under a Panamanian
flag, a Swedish-built luxury
liner that now belongs to
Alaska nosed out of Seattle
for Canada yesterday with
130 pagsengers and 44 vehi-
chewsbhoard.

The Stena. Britannica,
soon to be christened the M,
V. Wichersham after an
Alaskan pioneer, drew as
many visitors as she did
travelers before her depar-

ture at Pier 30.

Because of a union dis-
pute on who shall do chores
on board, the Britannica is
called a “‘passenger liner”
| by some — a “superferry”
by others.

But there is no doubt that

| the Britannica will provide
| the most elegant way to

| travel in the Northwest.

UNFORTUNATELY,
what had been planned as
service between Alaska and
Seattle for this vessel will
not come to pass.

The Jones Act prohibits a
foreign flag ship from car-
rying passengers between
two U.S. ports.

Meanwhile, Seattle’s loss
is Prince Rupert's gain in
Canada — the southern ter-
minus now for the Britanni-
ca's run from Haines, Ju-
2eau and Ketchikan, Alas-

a.

The 130 passengers and
55-men crew happily rattled
around yesterday in the
ship's solarium, sauna,
cocktail bars (two out of
seven operate daily), ecaf-
eteria and swanky restaur-
ant.

The pocket ocean liner is
new — her maiden voyage
under the Swedish flag was

_ made only last December,

All areas inside the vast

i‘ﬁ'l{r_f:lﬁﬁ.".*-‘ﬁi"_"r"._.'“ gl L AR

E‘|egan’r Britannica Off for Canada

o

THE GIANT SUPERFERRY STENA BRITANNICA GLIDED PAST A CRUISER ON PUGET SOUND EN ROUTE TO CANADA
363-foot ship, carrying 130 passengers, was festooned with flags for a gala voyage to Prince Rupert, B.C.

The luxurious

reaches of the Britannica
are clearly labeled — in
Swedish,

One exception o the lan-
guage barrier is the dis-
creet silhoueite of a wom-
an's head on a sign over the
doorway to the women's
powderroom,

A SCAMPER up seeming-
ly endless stairs led to the

Sky Bar atop the ship
where two visitors — the
Fred Christophers of Seattle
— were seeing off fellow
Seattleites, Mr. and Mrs.
Miles Remly.

Remly is junior engineer
on the Britannica and his
wife, Letha, is taking a va-
cation from I, Magnin's to
go with him.

Mrs. Christopher who op-

—P-I Photo by Howard Staples,

erated a gift shop for sever-
al years aboard the Alaska
ferry Malaspina said:

“Of course, I have a soft
spot in my heart for the
Malaspina. But she's noth-

ing compared to this abso-
lutely beautiful ship."”

And what were those 130
passengers paying for two
nights afloat to Prince Ru-
pert?

Standard: $36.58.

Semi-de luxe: $47.00.

De luxe: $49.75.

But leave the car at
home. A berth for a Bulek
is §131.

Ferry Rechristening
Will Be In Juneau

Alaska’s new ferry will be re-
christened the M,V, Wickersham
in Juneau June 26, following an
inaugural voyage complete with
open houses at each port of call
and a shipboard dance, Gov,
Walter J, Hickel has announced,

The ferry will leave Prince
Rupert June 25 and is scheduled
to arrive In Juneau about 1:00
p.m, the next day. This will be
the ship’s third voyage, giving
the crew two ‘‘shakedown’
crulses, the Governor explained,

In the Juneau ceremony, Mrs,
Hickel and Mrs, Ruth Allman, a
relative of the late Judge Wicker-
sham, for whom the ferry is
named, will preside in re-

T a forrr wl 1 e A Tl

It is scheduled to arrive at 8:00
p.m, that evening Hickel said,
An open house at Halnes will' be
the end of the official inaugural
voyage,

According to Commissioner of
Public Works Harold Strandberg,
the ferry will not stop at Wran-
gell, Petersburg and Sitka on the
inaugural trip, because of the
‘‘prospective early moming ar-
rivals.”

Instead, a ‘‘smeak preview”
open house will be held in these
cities before the Iinaugural
cruise, the commissioner sald,

Hickel has invited mayors and
borough chairmen, chamber of
commerce officials, legislators,
travel Industry representatives
and the press on the Wicker-

B e B e
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SHAKEDOWN RUN—The M. V. Wickersham pulls into the Auke
Bay ferry terminal en route to Haines from Prince Rupert. The
Wednesday evening stop was the first in Juneau. The ferry is to
return early this afternoon on its southbound run back to Prince

Rupert. H. J. Lockert, director of Marine Transportation, said
that the run was going smoothly and that the ferry was fitting
into the docks at Seattle, Prince Rupert and Haines better than

expected.

(Photo by Elaine Mitchell)

Several Hundred Persons Greet

Alaska’s Newest F erry Vessel

Several hundred persons out to
meet the Wickersham on her
first stop in Juneau got a sneak
preview of the luxury vessel,
decording to H. J. Lockert,
director of the Division
of Marine Transportation.

“They asked if they could
get on, and I let them,"’ he
said, The Wickersham pulled
in about 7:30 Wednesday even-
ing on its first “‘shakedown run”’

north from Prince Rupert.

Although the ship is not of-
ficially open for inspection, any-
one who wanfts to may come
aboard, and look around he ex-
plained.

The Division of Marine Trans-
portation reported Wednesday
that the ship was due at 6:00
p.m., but Lockert said today
that 7:30 p.m. was the sched-
uled time. 'The Wickersham is

due to return at 12:45 this after-
noon, but Lockert said it might
be a little late.

He explained that between the
crowds and the minor adjust-
ments necessary on the shake-
down runs, the ship would likely
be off schedule.

He said that he was assum-
ing that ‘‘no news is good news.’’
No one knew for sure whether
the side rear door would fit
the dock, he added.

Lockert said that the ship is
carrying passengers on the in-
itial runs, but that he did not
yet know the exact numbers.

The Wickersham will be of-

ficially re-christened in Juneau
June 26. It is scheduled to
be in town between 2 and 4
p.m., but Lockert said it is
almost sure to be running late
due to the crowds. ‘I know
we won’t get all the people on
and off on time,’’ he said.

Once on its regular run, the
ferry will come to Juneau Mon-
day, Wednesday and Saturday
on the northbound run and Mon=
day evening, Thursday afternoon
and Saturday evening on the
southbound run, Lockert said.

He added that he couldn’t
give specific times until after
the shakedown runs.
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The Stena Britannica, Alaska's new $7 million ferry liner, showed. o{F”r'ne. mov-
able bow which permits her to unload vehicles at piers. The ship arrived in Seattle
at 8:45 p. m. yesterday for adjusiments prior to going into service between Prince
Rupert, B. C., and Hainss, Alaska, The 3&3-foot luxury vessel, purchased fr’om
Sweden, is at the Todd Shipyards Corp. here. The ship, to be renamed the Wick-
ersham, will laave from Seaitle’s Pier 30 Sunday.—Times staff photo by Ron De-
Rosa. (See Page 41 for details and more photos.)

- P L

§ Wi : r R YIRS N Y

il ) rm.ms' »

P B N

F ;xf?‘!"" T T O s

LA BB SRR RN | B ] g % 9

NORTH TO ALASKA—The flag bedecked 363-foot ferry Stena Britannica headed out of Puget Sound
| o

ay carrying its first group of 130 passengers to Prince Rupert, B.C. The Alaska-owned vessel

8 rechI e M.V, Wickersham and will operate between Haines, Alaska, and
R x ” . i g. The :-'_'.i ,ﬂlnlut.rl" I‘.a-:,w - i = R .-‘_ta '_' ‘

Seattleites aren’t the only ones casting envious

glances at Alaska's superferry today. The offshore =
unions are giving a hungry once-over to the 120 jobs raps §
_ resented by the ferry Wickersham—ex-Stena Britannicg. %

Those jobs are now manned by the Inlandboatmen's

. Union of the Pacific. This little flurry is all in the {ami

: ly, so to speak. The Inlandboatmen are an affiliate of the

Seafarers International Union, the national body that

1 also includes the West Coast’s Marine Cooks and Stews

«Sn i

ards, Firemen & Watertenders and Sailors Union of the
Pacifie. It's this family relationship that has kept this

. Tumble from getting rough. But even at that, SIU presi-

‘dent Paul Hall reportedly is flying out from the East

+ Coast next week to help smooth feathers among his West ~
. Coast brood,

il

‘helped develop it, in fact.

OFFSHORE UNIONS argue that Alaska's new 363 |
foot ferry actually is a passenger liner, and they stress
that “Inland” in the Inlandboatmen’s Union’s name. Ine
landboatmen’s Union leader Merle Adlum points out that
his union has grown with the Alaska ferry system,
Adlum’s union gives job
preference to Alaskans and still has huilt a contract that

. pays able seamen more than $700 a month for a week-nni
L)

week-off schedule. “We think we've done a good joh

Adlum admits.

WITH BARGES REPLACING FREIGHTERS and
the U.S. passenger ship fleet growing ever smaller, off-

- shore union's interest in the Wickersham is understand-

able. Ed Coester, the Sailors Union agent here, told us

_l

All In Family
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the other day, “We don’t approve of a state in the trang=«

portation industry interstate ... We object to big pas-

- senger ships running to waters that are not inland.”

MARINE COOKS AND STEWARDS agent Charlie
Green went a step forward. He wrote a polite letter to

Alaska Gov. Wally Hickel. Green pointed out that his une '

ion represents stewards aboard major West Coast luxury

_ liners. The Marine Cooks have a pool of trained men,

Green noted, and he’d be happy to sit down with Hickel
and discuss manning the Wickersham on her Alaska
runs out of Seattle.

In Hickel's absence, his administrative assistant,
Pat Ryan, replied to Green as politely as the Marine
Cooks agent had written. The new ferryboat has been
rescheduled to run between Prince Rupert and Haines,

Ryan wrote, and the Inland boatmen were having na =

trouble manning her, thanks.

ADLUM HAS BEEN SCURRYING to round up the
120 men his union needed for the Wickersham's twa

crews. He told us yesterday that he has them. They in-

clude 30 or 40 men from Southeast Alaska—about the last
qualified men from up there--plus a good ratio of
Negroes in the stewards department to give the crew its
proper racial balance.

Green, in turn, says the Marine Cooks aren't pushing
the issue, as long as the Wickerhsam sails out of Prince "
Rupert instead of Seattle. Green indicates his union isn't

' 50 interested in the smaller ferries of the Malaspina

class that now are scheduled for weekly Seattle calls,
“No action is contemplated,” he says, “in the near fus,
ture, anyway. But we like to think that any American
passenger liner will give proper consideration to our %
members."”

PARADOXICALLY, the seagoing jobs at issue
aboard the Wickersham are under the Panamanian flag.
The Jones Act has kept Alaska from registering this for-
eign-built ship under the U.S. flag. But, of course, Gover-
nor Hickel will keep her sailing with a full Yankee crew
and American shipboard conditions.

ROUGH UNION WATERS OR NOT, the new Swedish
ship proved on her way here that she can handle rough

waters afloat. Coming up the Pacific Coast, she hit slop- !
. Py going that slowed her 23-knot cruising speed to about)
. 19. But her stabilizers took a lot of the swing and the =
. sway out of her motion. =
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Rupert and Haines, to comply with Jones Act restrictions,

NEW FERRY—Gov. Walter J. Hickel poses in Seattle with

a model of Alaska’s new Swedish-built ferry the M,V, Stenna The act prohibits a foreign built ship from carrying freight

Britannica, which Hickel earlier sald might run from Seatile and passengers between two American points, The ferry . is
expected to arrive in Seattle June 1,

to Alaska, The ship is now scheduled to run between Prince

s




Swedish Férry Purchase
Leaves State Officials
In A Maze. of Problems

Panhandle Ports
Due for Changes

In Service Level

By DIANA DUNCAN
Empire Staff Writer

The $6.9 million purchase of
the new Swedish ferry the M.S.
Stenna Britannica has plunged

the Alaskan government into @
maze of problems through which
officials seem to be confidently,
put somewhat blindly groping.

Specific informationis scarce,
since no one has seen even the
floor plans of the ferry. They
were mistakenly sent to Seattle,
but the matter has caused in
the words of one official ‘‘many
a headache.”

What is involved in the State
of Alaska owning and operating
a foreign vessel?

—The state must contend with
the federal Jones Act which pro-
hibits a foreign ship from being
registered in the United States or
from carrying passengers or
preight between two American

points.

—The Swedish built ship does
pot comply to the U.S. Coast
Guard safety standards.

—It loads fore and aft; Alaskan

. @ocks are huilt for side loading
ferries.

— Since European electrical
eurrent is different from Amer-
fean, convertors will be needed
for the tourists’ elecricalappli-
ances.

—The ship’s partg down tothe
nuts and bolts will e of Euro-
pean make and sizifg which are
not interchangable r‘lth Ameri-
ean.

Why did the state buy & ship
under these circumstances? Ac-
cording to William Bendixon,
director of marine transporta-
tion, the primary reasons were
the ship’s relative low cost and
immediate availability. Alaska
will pay 6.9 million for a ship

that would, the director said,
cost about $15 million to build
 inthe States. -

Bendixon deniesthe rumor that
it will cost $3 million to change
the ship to conform to U.S. stan-
dards and make dockingarrange-
ments. The long run figure
shouldn’t be more than $1 mil-
lion he maintains, adding that
there is still too little informa-
tion to know for sure what will
be needed and how much it will
cost.

The low bid by an American
company was 7.9 million for the
basic ship, which would include
none of the luxuries of the Sten-
pa Britannica. ‘It would be an
austere ship by comparison,”
Bendixon said. Moreover, the
American built ship would not
be available for two years.

“With the Vietnam situation
as it is, the large shipyards are
not interested in building for us,
and so they bid high,’’ the diree-

| tor explained.

Feeling that the state of Alas-
ka wanted and needed a ferry
now, the government went ahead
a.nd‘ bought the Swedish vessel,
hoping to work out the details
as they became problems.

To comply with the Jones Act,
the state will run the new ferry
between Prince Rupert and
Haines, and will carry no freight.
The Britannica will stop at Ju-
neau and Ketchikan, but will be
permitted only todisembark pas-
sengers on the northbound rumn
and take them on for the south-
bound run.

According to Bendixon, Alas-
ka’s congressional delegation is
now at work trying to obtain a
waiver of the Jones Act, but the
director refused to speculate on
the possibility of obtaining a wav-
er. ‘““That’s for the men on the

| hill to say,” he said, alluding

to Gov. Waiter' J. Hickel’s of-
fice, and added that ‘‘We’ve re-
ceived a lot of criticism for try-

; |;,%u : i

rerries will stop in Juneau 16
| imes a week. Of these, 10 will
pe made by Malaspina-class fer-
ries traveling between Alaskan
ports, and six will be by the
Britannica.  Petersburg - and
Wrangell will have ferries 10
times a week, since the new
ship will not go into these ports.

Last year the three ports re-
ceived 12 stops a week, Skagway
| will get ferry service five times
| 2 week compared to last year’s

six.
| R. M. (Bud) Urquhart, traffic
| manager for the Divisionof Mar=
jne Transportation maintains,
however, that fewer stops will
not mean reduced service or few-
er tourists.

According to Urquhart, about
35 per cent of the cars going
between Haines and Prince Ru-
pert last year were “through
traffic,”” belonging to people who
didn’t want to stop at all the
southeastern ports.

«1f we put the through traffie
on the Britannica,” he said, ‘‘we
will free the other ferries for
(Alaskan) interport traffic.”

The traffic manager predicted
an increase of tourists in all
Southeastern towns. Hefeels that
the operation of the Stenna Bri-
tannica will cut down on the back
log of cars in Haines and there-
by entice more tourists to ride
the ferries.

Asked about modifications
needed on the Stenna Britannica
to bring it up to U.S. Coast
Guard standards, Commander
Kenneth Hofstra said that the
Coast Guard knows nothing about
the ship except its name.

“As long as it is flylng a
foreign flag there’s no reason
for anyone to give us informa-
tion on it the Coast Guard
officer said.

Marine transportation offi-
cials are quick to defend the
safety standards of the new ferry.
The ship must meet the mini-
mum Safety of Life At Sed (SOL-
AS) standards established by all
maritime nations. These, ac-
cording to Bendixon, &€ simi-
jar to U.S. Coast Guad regula-
tions for American vessels.

““There is no intenion of dodg~
ing Coast Guard rulis,”” he stat-
ed. ‘‘We intend tocorply as much

' with he stricter

as
rules.”

. But getting the ship register-
ed is another matter. Accdrd-
ing to the director the ship will
probably be registered in Li-

' beria and fly the Liberian flag.

This has a definite psychologi-
cal drawback as it ““looks unm-
patriotic,’”” But to get re-
registered and sail under an

American flag the state must
first obtsin a waiver on the

| Jones act, and then bring the
Britannica up to Coast Guard

"'standards

| Another big, and thus far un-
| solved problem is staffing the
ferry. The Britannica carriesa
| maximum of 1,300 passengers,
has B8 life boats and 40 life
rafts. SOLACE regulations spec-
ify that there must be 4 crew-
men per life boat and 1 per
life raft holding certified life
boat tickets,
|  ‘*‘We've scraped the botltom
of the barrel on Alaskan eiti-
gens,’’ Bendixon said, ‘“‘and now
| we're recruiting outside.’’ But
the shortage members is still
| “eritical.”
| The currently proposed solu-
| tion is to carry fewer than the
| maximum 1,200 passengers, thus
| requiring fewer life boats and
| fewer crew members, but Ben-
| dixon confessed he had ‘‘no idea’
| how much the state could or
would cut back on passengers.

He estimated that the ferry
|Would probably need a crew of
‘about 60, which, due to the state’s
|“double crew’” policy means
{finding 120 certified crew mem-
|hers.
| Loading and unloading the Sten-
'na Britannica has proved an-
lother headache for Marine trans-
jportation officials. The dock at
_Prince Rupert is built for anend
loading ferry, but Bendixon said
no one yet knows for sure which

f end of the ferry, if either, would

| fit the dock. “We’ll just have to
wait until we can see the plans,””
he explained.

An outlay of $25 thousand is
anticipated for temporary land-
ing facilitles at Haines, which
has a side-loading dock, ““And
that’s only temporary,” the di=
rector emphasised, He added
that it has not yet been decided

| whether to remodsl the shio or
' new dock facilities, Vi -
|

havén’t had time to worry about
g at other ports,” he add-



LAW EXPLAINED:

Rotary to Back
Jones Act Waiver

By DIANA DUNCAN
Empire Staff Writer

The Juneau Rotary Club, at
the urging of Rep. Bill Ray D-
Juneau, has taken it on itself
to conduct a statewide campaign
to drum up support for the ad-
ministration’s efforts to secure
a waiver of, or amendment to,
the Jones Act.

George Benesch, assistant at-
torney general and Harold
Strandberg, commissioner of
Public Works, addressed the
club Tuesday noon to explain
the act and the attempts being
made to change it.

Actually the Jones Act is a
misnomer, Benesch said. The
restrictions governing the oper-
ation of the new Swedish-built
ferry are contained in three
separate statutes, These laws
are in turn, part of the cabot-
age laws which are aimed at
restricting all shipping on for-
eign registered vessels.

The Jones Act, or Merchant
Marine Act of 1920 is primar-
ily concerned with the safety
and welfare of merchant sea-
man, he explained. The section
prohibiting the shipment of mer-
chandise on foreign-registered
vessels constitutes only a small
portion of the act. In the case of
Alaska, however, he poiated out,
that portion has proven signifi-
cant,

One of the other two statutes
prohibits registering a foreign-
built vessel in the United States
and the other precludes the trans-
portation of passengers between
American ports onforeignregis-
tered vessels, Benesch said.

Benesch called the laws, which
were passed between 1792 and
1920 ‘‘a substantial burden on the
eommearce of this state.”

“The U.S, cabotage laws are
in dire need of some sort of
amendment,’’ he told the club.
He said that his office has pre-
pared two proposals to be intro-
duced in Congress.

One would permit the Wicker-
sham to be registered as a Unit-
ed States vessel, the other would
permit the ferry to operate be-
tween U. S. ports even though
registered in Panama.

The attorney speculated that
the second proposal would be
more easily come by, since there
is a precedent for it, Canadian
ferries have been granted ex-
emptions from the cabotage laws

since 1954, Benesch said, but he
knew of no foreign-built ferry
ever being registered under the:
United States flag.

Benesch added that the twe
proposals concerned the Alaskan
ferry only, and would not throw
open the door to all foreigm
built ships.

About 73 per cent of actual
tonnage shipped by American
companies goes on foreign built
and registered ships, he said.

According to Commissioner
Strandberg, the Wickersham will
be run entirely in accordance
with the restrictions of the cab-
otage laws. ‘“We have no inten-
tion of defying the Jones Act,™
he said.

The ferry will be run between
Prince Rupert, B. C.and Haines,
with ‘‘offloading’’ stops at Kets
chikan and Juneau on the north-
bound run and ‘‘onloading'’ stops
at those cities on the south=
bound run,

The commissioner said thatto
run the ferry between Seattle and
Prince Rupert (which has been
suggested by Sen. E. L. Bart=
lett, D-Alaska) would only serve
to further burden an already
overloaded ferry system.

Strandberg added that while
the state has no plans for itat
this point, a cruise from Prince

Rupert up the Alaskan coast tog

the Cook Inlet area, to Hawail
and back to Prince Rupert of=
fered ‘‘some interesting possib-
ilities."”

Benesch said that he thought
Sen. Bartlett, Sen. Ernest Gruen-
ing, D-Alaska and Rep. Howard
Pollock, R-Alaska would all sup-
port the proposals, and that they
would be introduced simultan-
eously in both houses of Con-
gress.

‘“There is a good chance for
either one or both of the bills,*
he said,

Ray urged the club to ° ‘spear-
head'’ a statewide campaign “to
support the much needed waiver
or amendment.’’ He assured the
group that Rotary is a proper
vehicle for such a campaign and
that the task was worthy of Ro-
tary.

Club members voted almost
unanimously to take up the pro-
ject. Details will be worked out
by the board of directors and
presented at the next meeting.
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Certain restrictive U. S. maritime shipping laws,
collectively (but not quite correctly) referred to by
Alaskans as “The Jones Act” were concerned with and
dedicated to the proposition that no foreign built ship may
be registered as a vessel of the United States and further,
that no foreign registered ship may carry passengers,
vehicles, cargo or anything else except U. S. mail from one
U. S. port to another U. S. port.

The U. 8. registration proscription dates clear back to
the year 1792, Foreign registered ships have been
prohibited from carrying passengers between U. S. ports
since 1886. And carriage of so-called “merchandise” has
been restricted since 1898. The “Jones Act” nomenclature
has been tacked on because a senator named Jones was
responsible for an even greater restrictive prohibition
against carriage of merchandise enacted in the Merchant
Marine Act of 1920.

The ALASKA MARINE HIGHWAY SYSTEM was
conceived in 1960 and dedicated by the citizens of Alaska
to the proposition that it was both economical and sensible
to build a “marine highway” rather than a pavement
highway to service the communities of Southeastern and
Southcentral Alaska.

Neither the Congressmen of 1920 and earlier nor the
citizens of the 49th state in 1960 anticipated that their
respective purposes would clash dramatically in 1968,

FACT:

Summer of 1966 and ‘67 at Haines, Alaska, the &nhl[)h were
ptumb full, stacked...and a long line of campers, cars and
vans awaited loading, Irate potential passengers jockeyed
for placement position (some waited from two to four
days). In the short period of five years, Alaska’s “marine
lighway ' had filled to capacity and, during [h-. summer
season, there wasn't another “lane" in sight.

FACT:

During August of 1967 a portion of one of the two road
systems connecting Alaska with the contiguous U. S. was
eliminated when the M/V Queen of Prince
aground and was forced to cease operating while repairs
were accomplished. By mid-December when the Queen had
not been returned to service, it was decided to operate the
Alaska State vessels to cover this portion of the 'road’’ and
the Alaska Marine Highway System was extended from
Ketchikan south to Seattle, Washington. The response to
this service was surprising - almost overwhelming -- and the
traffic generated was the proof,

Rupert ran

The attorney specwareu umt

the second proposal would be
more easily come by, since there
is a precedent for it, Canadian
ferries have been granted ex-
emptions from the cabotage laws

Club members voted almost
unanimously to take up the pro-
ject. Details will be worked out
by the board of directors and
presented at the next meeting,

A 000008000080 PROBLEM: SUSUEEOE0 G B UL

How can you cover more miles, for more people, with the

same number of ships?

SOMETHING HAD TO BE DONE! ¢ !

It was obvious that the Marine
Highway System needed another ship...or
two! Fortunately, the voters of Alaska [[i
had passed a bond issue authorizing the §
construction of such vessels.

Unfortunately, inflation and increased
construction costs had raised the ante for new
vessels astronomically... and a new vessel would
a minimum of three years to design and
construct, Alaska evaluated American shipyard
bids and looked elsewhere for a solution to the — -
problem,

FERRY BonD

ta

THE SOLUTION WAS SIMPLE: buy an existing ship that
could accommodate anticipated traffic, meet safety
standards and be available for the 1968 season. Alaska state
officials systematically scoured the U.S.A. for a vessel.
THERE WEREN'T ANY,

So Alaska looked to the world...and found the suitable
ship in Sweden. A new 365 foot V:’b&.(,i carrying up to 1300
passengers and 140 vehicles. It seemed perfect.

h

The Alaska Officials weighed the advantages:

1. Purchase of the ship would SAVE Alaska
& , laxpayers approximately four million dollars over the
e construction of a similar but more austere ship in
~ ¢ American shipyards. This was important because
Alaskans were footing the entire bill. No J'ugiuuay aid
i ,rumh are available fo buy or construct this “marine
highway "— as contrasted to the concrete roads of the

“lower 48" states.
2. The ship was outfitted and ready to go for the

'68 season.

And they weighed the disadvantages:

1. The ship, because it was constructed in Sweden, s

was subject to restricted use in American waters, Even ‘,‘(J -
though it would be solely owned by the sovereign
State of Alaska...it must remain “foreign” because of
the JONES ACT.

2. The JONES ACT would further require that the
new ship be documented and fly the flag of a foreign
country,

3 The ship could NOT transport goods or
passengers between A merican ports.
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LAW EXPLAINED:

Rotary to Back
Jones Act Waiver

By DIANA DUNCAN
Empire Staff Writer

The Juneau Rotary Club, at
the urging of Rep. Bill Ray D-
Juneau, has taken it on itself
to conduct a statewide campaign
to drum up support for the ad-
ministration’s efforts to secure
a waiver of, or amendment to,
the Jones Act.

George Benesch, assistant at-
torney general and Harold
Strandberg, commissioner of
Public Works, addressed the
elub Tuesday mnoon to explain

“the act and the attempts being
made to change it.

Actually the Jones Act is a
misnomer, Benesch said. The
restrictions governing the oper-
ation of the new Swedish-built
ferry are contained in three
separate statutes. These laws
are in turn, part of the cabot-
age laws which are aimed at
restricting all shipping on for-
eign registered vessels.

The Jones Act, or Merchant
Marine Act of 1920 is primar-
ily concerned with the safety
and welfare of merchant sea-
msan, he explained. The section
prohibiting the shipment of mer-
chandise on foreign-registered
vessels constitutes only a small
portion of the act. In the case of
Alaska, however, he poiated out,
that portion has proven signifi-
cant,

One of the other two statutes
prohibits registering a foreign-
built vessel in the United States
and the other precludes the trans-
portation of passengers between
American ports onforeignregis-
tered vessels, Benesch said.

Benesch called the laws, which
were passed between 1792 and
1920 ‘‘a substantial burden on the

- gommarce of this state,"”’

“The U.S. cabotage laws are
in dire need of some sort of
amendment,’* he told the club.
He said that his office has pre-
pared two proposals to be intro-
duced in Congress.

One would permit the Wicker-
sham to be registered as a Unit-
ed States vessel, the other would
permit the ferry to operate be-
tween U. S, ports even though
registered in Panama,

The attorney speculated that
the second proposal would be
more easily come by, since there
is a precedent for it, Canadian
ferries have been granted ex-
emptions from the cabotage laws

since 1954, Benesch said, but he
knew -of no foreign-built ferry
ever being registered under the
United States flag.

Benesch added that the two
proposals concerned the Alaskan
ferry only, and would not throw
open the door to all foreigm
built ships.

About 73 per cent of actual
tonnage shipped by American
companies goes on foreign built
and registered ships, he saidi

According to Commissioner
Strandberg, the Wickersham will
be run entirely in accordance
with the restrictions of the cab-
otage laws. *“We have no inten-
tion of defying the Jones Act,™
he said.

The ferry will be run between
Prince Rupert, B. C, and Haines,
with '‘offloading’’ stops at Ket=
chikan and Juneau on the north-
bound run and ‘‘onloading’ stops
at those cities on the south-
bound run.

The commissioner said thatto
run the ferry between Seattle and
Prince Rupert (which has been
suggested by Sen. E. L. Bart-
lett, D-Alaska) would only serye
to further burden an already
overloaded ferry system.

Strandberg added that while
the state has no plans for it at
this point, a cruise from Prince
Rupert up the Alaskan coast tos
the Cook Inlet area, to Hawaii
and back to Prince Rupert of-
fered ‘‘some interesting possibs
ilities."

Benesch said that he thought
Sen. Bartlett, Sen. Ernest Gruen-
ing, D-Alaska and Rep. Howard
Pollock, R-Alaska would all sup-
port the proposals, and that they
would be introduced simultan-
eously in both houses of Con-
ETress,

‘‘There is a good chance for
either one or both of the bills,*
he said.

Ray urged the club to '‘spedr-
head’’ a statewide campaign ‘‘to
support the much needed waiver
or amendment.”’ He assured the
group that Rotary is a proper
vehicle for such a campaign and
that the task was worthy of Ro-
tary.

Club members voted almost
unanimously to take up the pro-
ject, Details will be worked out
by the board of directors and
presented at the next meeting.
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It is indeed! And quite frankly, Alaskans feel

at because of their unique situation, the
nes Act should be immediately waived for
e marine highway system. Alaskans and their
ests could then “get off or on"" as they desire,
would simplify things!
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a's fleet of modern vessels includes the

CHILKAT, M/V TAKU, M/NV
vV MALASPINA, M/V TUSTUMENA
KERSHAM. The first five ships were
dified in American shipyards at a total
venty million dollars. None of these is
os Act and can be scheduled to any U.

restrictions. All ships of the marine

cluding the M/V WICKERSHAM) are |
‘AN crews associated with the Inland :

- America, Master Mates and Pilots, and " .
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!Prop on The Fritz
Delays Inaugural
Of ‘Wickersham’

JUNEAU,

gala inaugural
state’s new ferry,

Alaska (AP) The
trip of the
the M.V.

' Wickersham, will start a day

late, the office of Gov., Walter
J. Hick2l announced Monday
night.

The inaugnral ‘rip had been
scheduled to start it 6 p.m.
Tuesday from Prince Rupert,
BiC.

But the $7 million Swedish-
bullt vessel had a mechanical
breakdown in the mechanism of
one of its two revarsible propel-
lers Monday on its regutarly
scheduled run from Ketchikan
fo Juneau.

The ship limped out of the
Auke Bay Terminal hours be-
hind schedule at about 7 p.m.
Monday after divers had in-
spected the propeller and ef-
forts were made to repair it

The governor’s office said the
ship was able to run under pow-
er from both its engines, but its
ecruising spe:d had been re-
duced.

The new departure time from
Prince Rupert has been set for
3 p.m. PDT, Wednesday.

The christening ceremony at
Juneau is scheduled for Thurs-

day.
The state travel division,
which handled the arrangs-~

ments for the cruise, sent out
moc> than 100 telegrams. to if-
yited giests who had not yet
departed for Prince Rupert. |

Arrangements were made ‘or
Tuesday night accommodations
at Prince Rupert for those who
had already left for the Canadi-
an city.

Engineers from the firm that
manufactares the Wickersham's
propellers wear? to he flown to
Juneay from San Franolsco and
Montreal Tuesday, transferred
to a float plane and flown to the
ship as it makes its way down
the inside passage.

Engineers aboard the ship
radioed to Juneau Monday night
that the problem appeared tobe
less serious than at firstfeared.

The Wickersham Wzs bound
for Haines when it sailed from
Juneau Monday evening. After
discharging its passengers it
was to have a nonstop run back
to Prince Rupert.

e _1l

The breakdown was similar to
the malfunction that delayed
the arrival of the vessel, for-
merly the Stena Britannica,
from Sweden. The ship had to
be drydocked in Southern Cali-
fornia for those repairs.

Aside from the 21-hour differ-
ence in departure time, the gov-
ernor’s office said, there should
be little change i1 the schedule
of events. The arrival time at
Ketchikan on the inaugural
cruise is expected to be 9 p.m.
Wednesday. Arrival at Juneau
is expected latz Thursday aft-
ernoon.

Mayor Peter Lester of Prince
Rupert, Hickel and William
Murray, speaker of the Briilsh
Columbia Parliament, will par-
ticipate in a ribbon-cutting cere-
mony to start the ship’s cruise.

There will be a shipboard
dance and reception en route fo
Ketchikan, where mor: ceremo-
nies are planned. There wi'l be
an open house aboard the vessz’
it each stop.

Mrs. Hickel and Mrs., Ruih
Allman, a relative of the late
Judge James Wickersham, will
rechristzn the ship at the sub-
port dock in Janeau.

From there the ship will go >
Haines and Skagway, arriving
late Thursday night.
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Tnaugural Voyage
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Starts The Same
--Except That...

The governor’s office today
said that the schedule for the
inaugural voyage of the M.V,
Wickersham would be the same
as earlier announced, only mov-
ed up one day. But officials
were down at the dock in Prince
Rupert, B.C. to greet the ferry
aboul noon, instead of the sched-
uwled 3:30 p.m. -arrival time.

Mayor Peter Lester of Prince
Rupert, Gov. Walter J. Hickel
and William Murray, speaker
of the British Columbia Par-
liament, are to speak at the
dock side ceremonies.

According to the schedule
issued by the governor’s office,
a reception for American guests
will be held at the Fishermen’s
Hall in Prince Rupert prior to
departure of the ferry at 6:00
p.m.
Guests will be piped aboard the
Wickersham by a pipe band
which will accompany the ship
to Ketchikan,

Following dinner aboard ship,
dancing to live music and a no-
host re -eotion will provide enter-
faipmen' for passengers until ap-
pr..<ima‘:y 10:45 p.m. when the
yvessel arrives 11 Xat2nikan,

There, further addressos by
Mayor Oral Freeman, Gov, Hic-
kel and Canadian dignitarieswill
pracad2 sresentation of a plajue
and a pletare to the ship by
Ketchikan Cham' e _casident
Pete Ellis. Dockside ealertain-
ment will include Saxman _ndan
dancers, band music and & per-
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formance by the Fort Tongass
Drum and Bugle Corps of Ket-
chikan.

Open house will be held in Ket=
chikan as wellas Juneau, Haines,
and Skagway.

~ Following depariure from Ket=

chikan, dancing will continue.

Arrival in Juneau is scheduled
for 2:00 p.m. Thursday, Adocks-
side consert will be performed
by the Elmendorf Air Force
Band. An official welcome by
civic officials will precede an
address by Gov, Hickel following
which the Wickarsiam will be
officially re-chrisizae:l 5y Mrs.
Hickel and Mrs, Ruth Aliman,
1 relative of the late Judge Janes
Wickersham, The band will con-
tinue to play at dockside during
the open house inspection period.

The ship Is scheduled to de-
part from Juneau at approxi-
mately 4:00 p.m. for arrival in
Haines about 9:00 p.m. Hers,
after greetings by civic officials,
passengers and residents will be
ealarigined at dockside by the
famed Chilkat Dancers of Port
Chilkoot and 9y can-candancers,

Following a 12:30 p.m. depart-
ure from Haines, the ship will
proceed to Skagway where it is
expected to arrive about 11:00
p.m. Aboard ship, Skagway resi-
dents will put ona ‘‘Days of '98
show” inclading a re-enactment
of ““The Shc;tmg of Dan Me-
L‘rew.
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Send-Off

KETCHIKAN (AP) — More
than 300 happy and noisy Alas-
kans and Canadians Wednesday

formally inaugurated the Alas- |

ka Marine Highway System’s
newost ferry, the M.V, Wicker-

sham,

The Swedish-built vessel, pur- ;

chased for about $7 million de-
parted Prince Rupert, B.C,, at 3
p.m, and arrived in Ketchikan
at 10:30 p.m. to be met by a
erowd of 3,000 Gateway City
residents.

Obviously pleased with the re-
ception the ship received, Gov.
Walter J. Hickel forecast con=
tied success for the ship. He
said, ‘“This is a beginning, but
just a beginning. We need at
least three ships like this, sall-
ing the coast from Puget Sound
to South-central Alaska,’

““And,” Hickel added, ‘‘We
need them sailing year-around,
winter and summer. There's no
coastline in the world that can
compare with the codst from
Seattle to Haines and Skagway.

“The way to see this coast is
aboard the Wickersham. To ap-
preciate this boat, you have to
see it.”

The vessel, more luxuriously
appointed than any of the other
ships in the Alaska Marine High-
way System, drew additional
favorable eomments from other
passengers..

Jeanne Tallman, assistant to
the publisher of Travel Agent
Magazine, said “I am very im-
pressed. It’s a wonderful ship.”*

Rep. Ed Orbeck, D-Fairbanks,
described the Wickersham as
“A beautiful boat — a fine ad-
dition to the ferry system.’

House Republican Majority
Leader Ted Stevens of Anchor-
age agreed, saying, ‘U every
Alaskan could see this ship
there would be no question
about it."

State Chamber of Commerce
Manager Don Dickey of Juneau
commented, ‘‘It's a fabulous
ship. I only hope that we can
get a speedy waiver from the
Jones Act, so that Alaskans
can get full utilization of this
great ship.”
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ickersham

Late; Ferry
Bind Tight

By DIANA DUNCAN
Empire Staff Writer

Mechanical problems, a pile-
up of tourists in Haines and
Prince Rupert, bad weather and
delay at the Sitka Narrows have
thrown the whole Alaska State
ferry system into disarray.

The M.V. Wickersham, ori-
ginally scheduled to arrive in
Juneau at 2 p.m. Wednesday,
is chugging along on only one
engine and will Se docking at
1 a.m. Friday, with dockside
ceremonies set for 9:00 a.m,

And the Malaspina, scheduled
to run from Haines to Seattle,
leaving Juneau at 5 a.m. this
morning, left at 10:30 a.m. for
Prince Rupert stranding a num-
ber of Seattle-bound passengers
in Juneau, according to travel
service personnel.

To top it all the state is
suddenly faced by the same prob-
lem it experienced last year—
a 400-person back-up of tourists
in Haines, and a back-up of un-
determined size in Prince Ru-
pert.

The Malaspina, caught behind
the narrows at Sitka, was de-
layed 12 hours. It is now run-
ning only as far as Prince Ru-
pert. “‘That will take care of
the backlog,’”” Pat Ryan said,

According to Ryan, other
ferry schedules will not be af-
fected by the Wickersham and
Malaspina scheduling problems,
and. the whole system should be
straightened out by next week.

The Wickersham broke down in
Auke Bay Monday on Its reg-
ularly scheduled ‘‘Shake down
run’’ form Ketchikan to Haines,
The problem lies in the propel-
ler pitch control the Governor's
assistant explained, adding that
‘““we’ve had the same problem
with our other ferries.”

The Wickersham was finally
pulled by a tug from the Auke
Bay terminal about 7 p.m. Mon-
day after divers had inspected
the propeller and tired to re-
pair it. Repairmen called from
San Francisco and Montreal are
now on board, but nothing can
be done as long as the ship Is
moving, Ryan said.

The Wickersham is currently
cruising on one engine at 14
knots.

urdl ceremonies committee.

She explained that they couldn’t
afford to put the band up for the
night, and the uncertainty of the
arrival time made further ar-
rangements impossible.

The Coast Guard Cutter Sweet-
briar is also expected in this
evening, but Coast Guard offi-
clals said that as soon as they
learned when the Wickersham
would be in they would make ar-
rangements accordingly.

In Ketchikan Wednesday, the
ship got a tremendous welcome,
Ryan said. Some 3000 residents
of the “First City" turned out
to greet the ferry.

Juneau state employees will
be granted leave from 8 a.m. to
10 a.m. Friday to attend the
visit of the superferry during
open house festivities here, he
announced,

Mrs. Walter J, Hickel and
Mrs. Ruth Allman will be co-
christeners of the new ship.
According to Mrs. McLean, a
California wine company has
donated a huge magnum of cham-
paigne for the ceremony. I
just hope it breaks on the first
try," she said.

“We had to make a big de-

| cision that Monday’’ Ryan sald,
The ferry was then some 22
hours late, dignataries were in

| or on their way to Prince

ists to Haines.

‘“We sent out the word that
she would be late,’’ Ryan sald.
He added that they found ae-
comodations for all those who
were in Prince Rupert. Others

stopped along the way.

Mechanical problems were
also accompanied by foul wea-
ther. Even without propeller
trouble, the ferry would be off
schedule, Ryan said. Heexplain-
ed that the fog in Prince Rupert
was so bad that many digna-
taries weren't able to get into
town in time to meet the or-

iginal schedule.

Rupert, and there weren't enough
accomadations in town to handle
them and the ferry couldn’t jsut
be turned around, because itwas
carrying a regular load of tour-

" “And we almost had to hold
over here, due to weather,” he
added.

No one knows how long the
repairs will take, but Ryan dis-
counted rumors that the ferry
would be taken back to Seattle
for repair work. It can be
done here, he said.

Estimated time is two days,
but it could be more or less,
he added. According to Ryan,
the ferries should be back on
schedule by next week.

* The Wickersham will be put
onto its regular run when fixed.
Which way it will set out will
depend entirely on the time need-
ed to repair it, Ryan sais.

It will go where it would be
if nothing had gone wrong.

But one thing is sure--all
ceremonies in Haines and Skag-
way are off. Juneau is the end
of the inagural run.

Ceremonies in Juneau are ex-
pected to be much the same as
planned, but the Elmendorfband,
which was to play will not ve
coming, according to Isabel Mec-

‘Lean, a member of the inaug-




JUNEAU, ALASKA. FRIDAY. JUNE 28 1968

KER-SMASH—With a mighty swing Mrs. Walter J, Hickel
christeas the good ship Wickersham, putting an end toall
fears that the bottle might not break on the first blow. Mrs.
William Boardman, (in coat) cheers and Gov. Hickel ducks
the champaigne bath which drenched participants. Mrs. Ruth
Allman, co-christener of the M.V. Wickersham is partially
obscured by Martin F. (Bill) Schafer, director of the Travel

T T

Division, who served as master of ceremonies. A few mo-
ments later someone produced towels so the inaugural party
could dry off. The christening ceremony took place about
9:30 this morning at the U.S. Coast Guard dock in the sub-
port area. The Wickersham is now tied up at the Alaska
Steamship Dock for repair work. (Photo by Elaine Mitchell)
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CAPTAIN HERBERT LOCKERT

INAUGURAL VOYAGE - JUNE 1968
M. V. WICKERSHAM

80 EARLY IN THE MORNING—The new Alaskan ferry, which
today officially became the M.V. Wickersham, pulls into the
U.S, Coast Guard ddck in Juneau. Gov. Walter J. Hickel stands
at the bridge and other dignataries hang over the railing as
the -inaugural voyage comes to an end. It was 2:00 a.m. when
the Wickersham got in, some 36 hours behind schedule. About

JUNEAU (AP) — With the
€rash of a bottle of champaigne
on the starboard bow rail to-
day, the new Alaska superferry
was christened the M, V., Wick-
ersham,

The christening by Gov. Walt-
er Hickel's wife, Ermalée, was
the climax of a two-day inaugu-
ral cruise from Prince Rupert,

70 persons were out fo greet, the ferry as it came in--com-
pared to a crowd of about 2,000 who showed up for the actual
christening, but they braved the rain and waited until a gang
plank was put in place and the Gdvernor debarded. :

(Photo by Elaine Mitchell)

hristened

PG

In brief remarks from the
bow of the ship as it lay along-
side the government dock in
Juneau, Hickel paid tribute to
the late Judge James Wicker-
sham, for whom the vessel was
named.

“Judge Wickersham over-
came the impossible,”" the gov-
ernor said, “‘and this ship too
will overcome the impossible.’’

He referred tothe restrictions
under which the state must op-
erate the $7 million vessel.

Because it was not built in
this country, the Wickersham
must operate under restrictions
of the Jones Act, which forbids
the use of foreign botioms for
shipping between American
ports.

The state is seeking a waiver
from the act.

The year-old ferry, which was
built in Norway, was bought by
the state from Sten Olson ship-
ping lines of Sweden.

The inaugural cruise was
marred by a malfunctioning
propeller, which resulted in a
day’s delay of the start of the
trip and a late arrival in Ju-
neau,

The Wickersham had been
scheduled to continue to Haines
and Skagway, but the remain-
der of the cruise was canceled
sy the ship could lay over in
Juneau for two days for repairs.

A crowd estimated by police
at 2,000 turned out under over-
cast skies for the christening.

Mrs. Ruth Allman of Juneau,
a niece of Judge Wickersham,
4 pioneer Alaska jurist and leg-
islator, presided with Mrs. Hiek-

.
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. INAUGURAL VOYAGE - JUNE 1968
M. V. WICKERSHAM
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A historic name is added
to a colorful roster of ships that opened the sea lanes to Alaska:
M/V WICKERSHAM

The names of passenger ships that linked Alaska
to Seattle and the Outside have created a colorful
tapestry; strong threads that were woven into
bright new state. Sidewheelers like the George E.
Starr and Eliza Anderson, Tiny steam schooners
carrying more horses than passengers, Ships with
shady pasts—the ex-gun runner Portland, that
furned on a stampede with a single headline: “A
Ton of Gold!” Sweaty ships with dainty names:
Rosalie and Daisy. Hopeful names: Utopia and
Excelsior. Star-spangled names of Admirals —
Evans, Sampson and Watson, and those evoking
far-off places; Valencio, Pak Shan, and Athenian.
Ships like the President, Senator and Governor,
politely whistling at passing Princes and Princesses

out of Vancouver. And in the prejet-yesterdays,
the docking whistles of the Northland, North Sea
and North Coast echoing down Tongass Narrows,
Gastineau Channel and Taiya Inlet, sometimes
mingling with the sawing strings of the all-girl
orchestras aboard the Yukon, Aleutian, Aluska,
Baranof and other ships bringing tourists by the
boatload. Today, State of Alaska service between
Seattle and Alaska ports has added proud new
names to the roster. So here’s a salute to the Taku,
Malaspina and Matanuska, and the newest of the
fleet, the Wickersham. Once again, they are mak-
ing the Seattle-Southeastern Alaska run into
America’s most popular sea lane.

The Port of Seattle

Southern terminus of the Alaska Marine Highway.

For your 15" x 22’ copy of the above original drawing of the M/V Wickersham, by James Jerome
Hays, just write Port of Seattle Trade Development Office/Richard Berg/P. O. Box 2356/ Anchorage.
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M. V. WICKERSHAM

ALASKA'S NEW FERRY, the M.V. Wickersham, was in
_thchikan twice Friday. In the morning it was south-
"_._bbund to Prince Rupert, completing its first trip. In the
evening it was northbound on its second shakedown cruise
before the inaugural run next Tuesday. The vessel is
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ALASKA'S SUPERFERRY Wickersham will
repair her propeller cam-shaft“trouble at .hmeau';wﬁrltt.gj
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expert Swedish help and parts flown north from Seattle.
Seattleites hope she doesn't have to come down here to a
drydock. That would put Alaska’s new glamor boat out
of action at least another week and probably force the
State Ferries to skip another scheduled Seattle sailing.
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Ferry Schedules .
I The state;s newest fetf§
the Wickersham, is expected
\to resume Prince Rupert to
“* Haines service Friday June®:
~or early saturday, accordifigh
to Capt. Herbert J. Lockerty
odirector of the Statqf_-‘
“Division of Marine=
“iPransportation. e
" gouthbound service #0°
w.iile by the Malaspina
Swill be resumed OR.

director of

. Division

ORI 1%

f ¢ r

which Norwegians in this community point out was built

in Langsund, Norway. It is one of two built by a Norwegian
company for a Swedish company. The Wickersham arrives
in Ketchikan at 10:45 p.m. Tuesday on its inauguaral
run. Approximately 50 persons from the Ketchikan area

wl.l.l be aboard.
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Late Flash!
‘Captain H. J. Lockert, Director
of Marine Transportation for the
State of Alaska, has advised the
M.V. Wickersham will pull out
from the Juneau dock tonight
for a trial run.

Capt. Walker said if the trial

! yun proved the ship “AOK” the

resume normal
pru{'l’(‘d Lo

vessel would
scheduling and

* Bkagway with departure oul of

Skagway Thursday morning.

WilliamBendixon
. Capt. Herert J. Lockert,
the State. .
of

:. Transportation, :
announced the promotion

Marine
today

gitednesday when the vessgl i of Capt. William Bendixon

leaves Skagway. She has ]
" been pinch-hitting for thess .

to Marine Superintendent.
Bendixon has been Port

: .
.n_.-mckersham while ti}e nev:‘__- 1§ Gaptain in Juneau tor tHE
$scel undergoes 2PF . SHE past four years and has filled
R A more spemficsche;'du{e_ ! % i on several occasions in
\“for the Wickersham will !t' ‘ . capacity of acting®
'1 unced upOoE N Marine Superintendent,
| oo a | Locketesidy o 0
y 1 b oy 1 H:ﬂ»imuwmx.-ﬁa
PRRTEEE AT Mot L : ! &
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Wicky Runs
On Schedule

' The M.V. Wickersham s
running on schedule, with two
new hydraulic lines to speed her
on her way, the governor’s of fice
reported today. The new ferty,
plagued by mechanical
| difficulties since its purchase,
Jeft Juneau at 7:00 pam.
Wednesday after a five day
oyerhaul on its propellor,

“It’s just great,” Joe Holbert,
press secretary for Gov. Walterd.
Hickel said. The ferry was taken
through a full emergency stop
test between downtown Juneau
and Auke Bay, he reported.

A full emergency stop
consists of running the ferry at
full speed and then suddenly
throwing it into a full throttie
reverse, he explained, adding
' that the Wickersham came to a
complete stop in three boat
lengths. '

“*We’re real delighted with the
performance of the engineers”
he said. They finished the repair
job two days ahead of the
tenative repair schedule.

- The Wickersham left Juneau
| for Skagway and Haines. It left
L Haines at 7:00 a.m. Thurday"

“} with, about 250 passengers,
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JUNEAU (AP) — The M.
V. Wickersham, docked for re-

“pairs at Juneau, will be out of

service until at least Friday,
_public works commissioner Har-
hpld D. Strandberg said today.

' The $7 million foreign-built
vessel formrly the Stena Bri-
tﬁnmca was rechristened Fri-
g and was immediately taken

its Southeast Alaska run for
“pepair of a propeller malfunc-
tion that has plagued it since
Jits delivery from Sweden.

. Strandberg called in report-
@rs today to explainthe problem,
“He said the engineers believe it
was caused by an error in the
jassembly of the variable pitch
“mechanism of one of the twin
propellers.
- The vessel is still under w:
Spaity, and the Swedish manu-
Sfacturer of the propeller assem-
bly will foot the bills for re-
“patr, he said.

Because the 363-foot, 1,200
Wpassenger ferryliner is out of
iservice temporarily, the estate
g¢anceled the Friday sailing ‘of
Jthe Malaspina to Seattle so'it
woould take up the Wickersham's

s.load in Southeastern Alaska.

Strandberg said the repair
sehedule was going to be “‘tight,™
‘but it was hoped no further
seancellations of sailings {0
wBSeattle would be necessary. The
.meéw ship was bought to enable

, th state to continue the sepsy

vigce to Seattle established last
December,
The peak of the summer fer-
L py traffic will be in July, said
geting Marine Supermleudent
* William Bendixen.
I8 8trandberg showed reportersa
diagram of the reversing mech-
Lanism of the Wickersham’s pro-
pellers to explain the curremt
tproblem.

«He pointed to a three-ingh
hiydraulic pipe, that runs th 100=
foot length of each of the enging
drive shafts, In addition to holds
ing the fluid under pressure,
~fhe pipe serves a mechanical
“funetion by traveling forwand
or backward to change the piteh
of the propeller blades.

+ The guides, which position the
‘pipe in its shaft, appear to have
'‘been made slightly under size;
Stpandberg said, allowing a vigs
bration to weaken the eventually
rupture the pipe. ¥

A stronger part is to be mae~
hined at Todd shipwards in Sea-

ey T e AT WNES l

Wicky Won’t Run
For About AWeek

ttle and flown back. At the same

time, the mechanism on the ofhiers
side of the ship is to be ‘g¥ss
amined for possible replacemeut
also. The shaft is assemblﬁi‘
in 12-foot sections. e

Strandberg and Bendixen we:#
high in their praise for the da-
sign of the mechanism. Benql-
xen said it had been provens
in hundreds of ships and had s
been shown to be of sound cﬁ-
sign. a

A the warrantys for the yéars
old ship were signed over to tlie
State, Strandberg explained. One
aenem will be a modificatiém®
of the engines to mcorpom‘i
a new featue, with the papts*iii
and installation to be pro¥id-
ed without charge by the m.,
um«m-er. Wi
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“SPECIAL
¢ IN THIS ISSUE

SPECIAL EDITION
The Daily News
PRINCE RUPERT, B.C

Wickersham .,
here Tuesday
- for maugural

The M, V, Wickersham, newest | day at 3:30 p,m, on herinaug .

_ y Y davoyage,
will arrive here ’1"1.1es-l

The Prince Rupert secondafil
 [8chool band will welcome  the
ferry as shedocks atthe F alrvi'ﬂw
lslip, playing the national anth
of Canada and the United Statess
Alaska Governor Walter Higkel
an! Prince Rupert MLA ‘&hd
| Speaker William H, Murray
“Simultaneously officiate at™}
Jribbon-cutting ceremony, U
¥ Platform guests include METE
‘and Mrs, Murray, Mayor and®
NMrs, P, J. Lester, Harold Stan-"1"
tberg, Alaska commissioner af',‘.
ublic works; Ron Worley, depl -
inister of the B, C. dopar‘tme
of recreation and conservation;
Monty Aldous, general manager |
of the B, C. ferry system, and
Captain William Kutz of the Wick=

ersham, |
= Lester will present Hickely
Seissors to cut the ribbon and

will in turn present themgte'

Murray, b
The Prince Rupert mayor will

also make a presentation to Capt, |

tz. : ‘,,

) I‘hc official party will thcnﬂro-ﬂl
to the Fisherman’s hallffor

a reception, starting at 4:20 p,m. |
Chamber of Commerce presi-
dent Walter Smith will act as
master of ceremonies., !
“Ehe Wickersham leaves Prince
Rupert at 6 p,m, for Ketchikan, |
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Dock hands seem to be
dressing better these days.
Actually it’s City Manager
Herb Lehfeldt (above) who,
with the help of
Administrative Assistant
Buck Emery, tied up the
Matanuska down at city
dock this morning.

Joe Guy, president of the
Local International
Longshoreman’s and
Warehouseman’s union led
the ferry to the dock in a
small outboard motor boat
bearing a picket sign. (right)

On hand were union
state and local officials in
addltlon toa small group of

PTIE

City Manager'Lonpshores

As Ferry Docks Downtown
In Spite of Picket Line

By DIANA DUNCAN
Empire Staff Writer
Two men in business suits tied
up the Matanuska today.
Ignoring the obscenities yelled
by an observer, City Manager
Herb Lehfeldt ' and
Administrative Assustant Birck "

Lsal  =omevy

Emery caught the ropes thrown
from the ferry by members of
the Inland Waters Boatman’s
union—who didn’t seem too
happy about it all.

A small outboard motor boat
carrying Joe Guy, president of
ithe local International

~ Longshoreman'’s and

Warehouseman’s Union, a picket

.. sign and apother unidn:membet; ™

_—r
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led the ferry into dock, where it"
was greeted by a small crowd of
courious onlookers, city, umo.r;
and state officials and two more™’
picketers bearing signs reading™
“City of Juneau refuse to honor !
I.L.W.U. Local 4011. TS

Ferry passengers seemed”'
confused by it all. “Hey, what’
this all about,” a woman cal!et_} ;
down to a reporter.

It was all about the city’s"
décision not to employ

I longshoremen to tie-up the state”
¥ ferries, a controversy that has

been burning for several months:

Longshoremen, protestifg
the decision have picketed the
miunicipal building since May 24.
Bt today was the first time thit
they had picketed the dock
Lehfeldtsald

%“H.J. (Red) Lockert, director
of' Marine Transportation said
that the docking did nob
gonstitute a crossing of the
pieket line. Only if crew
members were to physically
gross the line would they bé"
erossing the picket, he explained.

*They are just doing their job

i @¥eard the ship.”

! “Gregg OfClaray, Alaska
répresentative -for the
Inlandboatman’s Union and

"Lotlert met with crewmembers
of the Matanuska at the point
¢ where the ramp from shore met
¢ the ferry. Lockert and O'Claray
" were careful not to touch the
‘boat; crewmembers were equally
’.-_cuefu] not to touch the ramp.

' An observer standing on the
A dock reported that three men
Lwere on the bow of the ferry
'ﬁ)ulled into city duclg

“‘apparently ignoring the
pnpardtlons for throwing theé
" line.”’ She said that the captaid
called to them to throw the
pring line and one of the threg
ient up on the bridge to wlkﬁo

* He returned and the spring
_ was thrown to the city
' ger, she said. No one got on
¥ ff the Matanuska during the
f hour that it was in town. It
* had earlier stopped at Auke Bay
' onits way to Prince Rupert.
*Well, some more people got
= a100k at Juneau,” an observér
Vrémarked as, the ferry pulled
.. away from the dock.

the state was testing the new cigg
dock to see if it would fit the
He added that he did ngts
kﬁst the state to bring ferrigs ™
into Juneau if the picket ling

were continued. “We wouldn b
w.t to subject the state arh!

Lehfeldt ¢alled the docking |-
“a test' case:™ Lockert sald that
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" to bottom, from bow to stern, from port to starboard, and &s

!m

1&

Lu:iury ¥ iriorts
Late for a Date

By CHUCK HOYT
Staff Writer

e e e —

i,The M. V. Wickershari, nee the Stenna Britannica, was
late for its own christening, but only by two days which isn’f
hld for a chila born out of wedlock to a Swedish fathery
Phimmanlan mother,and delivered by an Alaskan doctor. !
W Actually, the Wickersham, which had the traditional jug §
of champagne jointly smashed across its bow Friday by Gov.
Walter A. Hickel’s wife, Ermalee, and Mrs. Ruth Almad, a |
relative of the namesake, is quite a ship. You can take that a§ |

el from a former old salt that has virtually made an |
mdllon of ferries—the boat kind, not the pr:.ums:.uous '
uﬁol.ol those in never-never-land.

¥ This indiscriminate mingling with ferries began during |
ﬂ'ié last great war when 25 montks was spent in the U.S

i ﬁ:y and the only quarterdeck trod was as a paying |

senger aboard the Bremerton Ferry in sheltered Puget
' Seund. Going on to greater things, this old sailor Jater |
SKippered the Moosegooser L in the last Yukon Marathof |
#rom Circle City to Fairbanks when the ill-fated ;
rﬁ'em%omcr went down when rocks won a battle over @&
plywood bottom. The gallant crew of this ship was lateg
!’em-.d back to Fairbanks—by airplane. Ferries continued in

life of the writer, when the old Egan administration, in@

e moment of inspiration, needed a scribe af
Wi uestionable ability to sing the praises of the newly

smaugurated Alaska Ferry System. This happy uniof
gontinued for three and a half years until @&
ghange-of-command beached the ferry prcpaganday

agent—for the good of the state—they said.
So you see, the writer is on who knows ferries from tap

they say in sailor talk, has always found “the head™ in the?
stern.

The $7 million Wickersham, give or take a few dollars;
has gone into service, the Coast Guard, the unions, and

' enough loopholes in the infamous Jones Act, withstanding.

With all these contingencies met, at least temporarily,
Alaskans will not be disappointed in the ship.

The Swedish-built ferry is so plush that it makes one
think he is in Gov. Hickel’s Captain Cook Hotel in
Anchorage—a horizontal instead of vertical version—and |
without the Whale’s Tail Bar, of course.

Although only 11 feet lcnger than the first Alaska
ferries. the Wickersham appears about twice as large from |
the inside. It has a capacity for 400 passengers with berths |

and 140 cars, but it was never explained whether they meant
largc American-built autos or little Volkswagens. It can carzy
over a thousand passengers, vertical, not horizontal, @8 |

I-...m;‘np,iqr,ed o only 500 tm; he Mdlwpaphku and |

4.“1
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Newest Superferry

. gonverted

i ot ]

Among the more. obvu)us mngs that will have to be l

is the lLIterg cn most of the doors as
identification marks. There are such foreign places as the
parfymeri and the salong siesta. There are other places where
you immediately get the idea—such as the raen’s and ladies® |
Fooms, as each has a picture above the door telling which |
gender is preferred, regardless of the language. This picture !
‘detail goes on throughcut much of the ship, apparently for ]
those who can’t read any language, but who can associate
pictures with their peculiar emergencies.

A stem to stern search was also made for the seven l|
eocktail lounges that was one of the selling points for the |
Alaska trade, but they were never found. This is probably |
just as well, as there is not a corresponding number of |
restrooms for seven bars. This lack of vital accommodations
would have forced the management to serve very dry
martinis as the “specialty of the house™ so they could usé |
dust pans in place of the normal plumbing. :

There is an old saying that “beauty is only skin deep,” !
but we hope that is not the case with the Wickersham. Its real
beauty lies in its inside accommodations, woodworking, and |
over-all luxury. In the advent the ship has to conform to U.S,
Coast Guard standards instead of the international |
regulations which it is presently sailing under, this!
woodworking would have to be torn out and replaced with |
servicable, but austere, fixtures as demanded by the
unbending Coast Guard. This renovation is estimated, if the |
Jones Act is repealed, and the ship sails under the American |
instead of Panamanian flag, at anywhere from $3 million ta
roughly the cost of the new ship, which is $7 million. !

Cruising north from Seattle on the maiden voyage of the |
Britannica/Wickersham, the trip was uneventful until dinner |
was served in the grand salon, or more to the point, virtually l
wasn’t served.

WINDBLOWN
FARIBANKSAN—Louie*
Ohman of Fairbanks, born in
‘Cliatamka is pictured on the"
wind- blown fantail of the
Wtckersham as it made its
way north to A.laska

oot
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However, since it was the shakedown cruise for all but
the officers, this disaster was overlooked by most of the
passengers who weren’t going anywhere anyway—without }
the boat.

The cuisine problems were licked by Chief Steward Jim
Lyons and Palle Friis, borrowed from the Swedish line, who
gave a crash course to all the help. After the first night’s
fiasco in the dining room the waiters and cooks turned from
pumpkins into Cinderellas and the service and food was
excellent the rest of the trip.

Aboard the Britannica/Wickersham is a crew of 60 men
alternating each week into A and B crews. This is
approximately 20 more than the Malaspina-class vessels of
the fleet carry, with most of the increase in the steward’s
department due to the larger dining facilities and 300 more
sleeping berths for passengers.

The ship is fully automated, including an “automatic
pilot” in the wheelhouse, but automation or not, the bridge
of the ship is never lacking for officers or crewmen, day or
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: fi;éeﬁgl € ity to talk Swed (
shi{), constructed in Sweden, flying the Panamanian flag, and
saflored by an Alaskan crew, will be on virtually an express
run from the Alaskan port of Haines and the British
aplumbia port of Prince Rupert for the summer taking the
~ normal summer backlog of travelers to and from their

Jestination without delay.

VEHICLE LOADING—Mel Hunter, chief purser on the

ICKE S— ici
i Ee atcle{%ﬁw‘ﬁﬂﬁé%mggfntgélgggégd lffl’ll% g{%t!,- Wickeral‘mam is show;;h di.recti:ig traffic as the vehicles
their plans o operate the newest of Alaskan ferries. | board the ferry from the stern loading ramp in Seattle. A,
- LS54 anii a2 hj&loﬂm icles can be carried mﬂmﬂ.
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DINING ROOM—The large dining room of the
Wickersham is one of the most luxurious rooms aboard
the vessel. It has tables along the walls, a large area in the

ter.and even a piano and dance floor. The dining room
| ¢an seat more than 100 personsin a sitting. '
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FOREIGN FLAG—Flying the Panamanian flag from the
Eﬁs the M.V. Wickersham. The ship is s:i?mgogildef- g
- m%ﬂemz r;eﬁissry lw_':lrhni:)h calls for the foreign flag on the |

\ o has Panamani i

: hmhll abos TR, anian documents in order
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M.V. WICKERSHAM—The new Swedish-built, Panamanian registered, Alaskan operated,
ferry is seen as it docks at Wrangell during its trip north last week through the Inside
Passage. The ship made a short inspection stop at the seacoast town. The $7 million vessel
went into service last week, but is presently on its inaugural voyage with dignitaries from
throughout the state and Northwest aboard. The ship was rechristened the M.V.
Wickersham from the Stena Brittanica yesterday inceremoniesinJunean. -

v ik B

ALASKANS ALL—The Harry Lundell family of 1027
Fifth in Fairbanks, were also aboard the Wickersham.
Lundell and his wife, Moana are both University of Alaska
graduates, while their daughter, Bonnie, center, just
graduated from Washington State University at Pullman.
Lundell was born in Juneau, Mrs. Lundell at Flat, and
Bonnie in Fairbanks. He is an engineer with the Post

Engineers at Ft. Wainwright. e 0 ML

FIRST OFFICIAL VISIOR—Mrs. Doris Barnes, former

Republi committeewoman is escorted aboard the
'.;Wktm&'duﬁpﬂt_s‘goﬁswpatwwi.i g b




SOLARIUM AND LIFEBOATS—High on top of the
Wickersham is a glass-enclosed solarium, including heat
lamps for a sun bath. The roof of the solarium also can be
pulled back while the ship is traveling for natural sunlight
to bathe the passengers. Then, of course, as pictured, is
one of the many lifeboats necessary for the added safety

" of the passengers.

A

DAILY WORK—One of the never-ending chores aboard
ship for the crewmen is the cleaning and keeping the

equipment in refair. Here a crewman is busy cleaning a
1 winch' used to hold the stern-line of the vessel, |

sk 54 -l &,
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ALASKA teeder ferry is now being built; will have bow and stern ramps for vehicles.
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Wickersham Now
In Full Service

Since last week’s repairs to
the Wickersham’s hydraulic
controls, the ship has been
performing at top efficiency,
according to Captain H. J.
Lockert, Director of the Division
of Marine Transportation.

The Wickersham left the
Juneau City waterfront
Wednesday on a trail run. The
ship was then sent north to
resume full operation. Her
travels during the past six days
have created a special schedule,
according to the Department of
Public Works.

This special schedule will
continue until Tuesday, July 16,
and has been posted a! o'l
terminals along the system. On
that date a weekly routine
schedule will go into effect with
regular departures northbound

out of Prince Rupert on
Tuesdays and Fridays.
At this time there is no

backlog of 'traffic at -either
Haines or Prince Rupert, B.C.,
according to Commissioner
Harold Strandberg of the
Department of Public Works.

To prevent such backlogs of
traffic, the Division of Marine
Transportation has been forced
recently to make several
temporary schedule alterations.
Tuesday the Malaspina, arriving
in Ketchikan from Seattle, was
doubled back to Prince Rupert
before continuing north on her
weekly round trip. She was to
pick up an estimated 200
additional passengers at the
Canadian port. These people, if
added to the expected capacity
load scheduled for the
Matanuska today would have
created a backlog of delayed
travelers.

Another maneuver to prevent
a jam-up occurred July 8. The
Wiclersham, resuming full
service, arrived at Prince Rupert
at midnight Sunday. Clean-up
work was rushed and she
departed northbound at 3:00
a.m. with 235 passengers and 46
vehicles, Six hours later the Taku
cleared Prince Rupert
northbound with 364 passengers
and 88 vehicles of varying size,
creating a full car deck load.

Commissioner  Strandberg
pointed out that admittedly the
Malaspina would be running
some 12 hours late, but that by
the time the vessel reaches Sitka
on her southbound run, this
delay will have been cut in half.
The remaining time will have
been made up by the time the
Malaspina arrives in Seattle on
Sunday for her scheduled

departure from that port, he

said.

He pointed out that people
from Petersburg who want to
ride the new ferry can easily
connect by a short plane trip to
Wrangell. The problems referred
to will be resolved as soon as
possible, he added. He further
pointed out that there is no
restriction on round-trip voyages
being made from any port served
by the Wickersham, Although !
Jones Act restrictions prohibit
carrying passengers between two
American ports, there is no
restriction on excursion trips
where the passenger stays with
the ship until her return to the

port at which he or she
embarked.
: Present traffic flow has

permitted an extension of service
by the Wickersham on the new
schedule, according to H. J,
Lockert, Director of Marine
Transportation. She will call at
Ketchikan, Wrangell and Juneau
for foot passengers on both
north and south runs. Sitka will
be added as a foot passenger stop
once a week northbound and
once a week southbound.

Due to operational problems
involving Wrangell Narrows and
docking facilities, Petersburg will
not be on the immediate calling
list for this particular ship, the
director said.

NOME NUGGET
Nome, Alaska

FOR WICKY:

Hickel Appoints
Jones Task Force

JUNEAU (AP) — Lew Wil
liams Jr., editor of the Ketchi-
kan Daily News, was named
today by Gov. Walter Hickel to
head a task force to work for
relief from the Jones Act.

Williams has been an outspok-
en critic of the restrictive mari-
time law.

The nine-member group Wil-
liams will head will be called
the Jones Act Relief Task
Force, Hickel said.

“In other words, this is going
to be the JAR Task Force, be-
cause that is exaclly what this
group is going to endeaver to do
—jar loose the federal govern-
ment from its cobwebbed atti-
tudes about the miserable Jones
Act,” Hickel said.

The law prevents the state
from using its new $7 million
Swedish-built ferry for service
between American ports.

Others named to the task
force were Anchorage Mayor
George Sullivan; W. C. Arnold,
Anchorage lawyer; Red Porler,
Fairbanks businessman; Don
Dickey, director of the state

chamber of commerce; James
Nolan of Wrangell, a former
legislator; Atty. Gen. G. Kent Ed-
wards; Public Works Commis-
sioner Harold Strandberg, and
Patrick P. Ryan, Hickel's ad-
ministrative assistant.

“We can see no reason why
we cannot get relief from the
Jones Act,” said Williams in a
report to the governor. “Cer-
tainly this should be less of a
job than what it took to secure
statehood for Alaska.

“The federal government does
not treal our ferry system as a
highway system, so we're not
eligible for matching highway
funds.

“They don't treat us as a
merchant marine system for
any construction subsidies ei-
ther, so we're left out in the
cold on all sides.

“It's about time we got some
consideration from Washington.
The easiest thing the federal
government could do would be
to grant Alaska relief from the
Jones Act.”

ALASKA CLIPPING
SERVICE

SLESEWS
Thachewss AR,
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Xockert
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Named 6 1

Marine Chiefl;

JUNEAU (AP)—Capt. Herbert
J. Lockert was named director oi‘
the division of Maring
Transportation Thursday by Gov{
Walter J. Hickel. !

Lockert, 52, has been serving
as acting head of the division since
the retirement of Capt. Grego
Mangan in February. The salary ol
Lockert’s new post is $19,380.  {

Lockert joined the division i
1964 as marine superintende
and operating manager of
division, serving directly und _
Mangan. {

Lockert previously had worke{
in Seattle as a marine surveyor fd
the U.S. Salvage Association,
skipper of an ocean-going tug, ar:
from 1946-50 he lived in Juneal
working as a tug skipper for LI*
Army Corps of Engineers. i

Alaska Ferry Bills
To Be Introduced

D. C. —Mat-
will ask for
would allow
Finnish-built
ferry in service between Alaska
and Puget Sound on a tempo-
rary basis will probably be in-
troduced in the next few days,
according to Alaska Sen. E. J.

WASHINGTON,
ching bills which
permission that
Alaska to use a

Bartlett.

JUNEAU

of the former

Alaska State Ferries
Get New Stack Marks

Something new
on the Alaska State ferries. The
popular blue-hulled vessels have
the new look — the stack mark-
ings have been changed. Instead
deep blue with
eight gold stars, the new fun-
nel markings feature a yellow-
gold stack, blue

top with the

A :I,'

(Thrice Weekly)
|\ R

/.‘ov. NAMES DIRECTOR OF DIV. |
OF MARINE TRANSPORTATION

£JUNEAU (1 — Capt. Herbert J.
Lockert was named director of the
Division of Marine Transportation
yesterday by Gov. Walter J. Hickel.

Lockert, 52, has been serving as
acting head of the division since
the retirement of Capt. Gregory
Mangan in February. The salary of
Lockert's new post is $19,380.

Lockert joined the division in
1964 as marine superintendent
and operating manager of the di-
vision, serving directly under
Mangan.

Lockert previously had worked
in Seattle as a marine surveyor for
the U. S. Salvage Association, as
skipper of an ocean-going tug, and
from 1946-50 he lived in Juneau
working as a tug skipper for the
Army Corps of Engineers, A

Bartlett is expected to intro-
duce a bill in the Senate and
Rep. Howard Pollock of Alaska
will introduce one in the House.

The bills will ask for a tem-
porary waiver to the Jones Act
to allow the use of a foreign flag
vessel to carry passengers, their
baggage, effects and cars until
such time as Alaska can build
or obtain American vessels to
put into the service.

Gov. Walter Hickel of Alaska
called the waiver the only me-
thod to prevent discontinuance
on June 1 of the present Alaska-
Puget Sound service. Commit-
ments for summer tourist tra-
vel, he said, demand that all of
the state’s present vessels be
used on the normal Alaska runs
at that time.

Hickel pointed out that, in his
opinion, turning down Alaska's

MARCH 9, 1968

Alaska State flag, eight stars
on a field of blue, inserted onto
the yellow background.

It is far more colorful ard
cheerful than the former mark-
ings and breaks up the over-
abundance of dark blue. If yvou
don’'t believe us take a squint
over at Todd Shipvards in Se-
attle and see one of the ferries
with her new markings.

request will only result in en-
couraging the verv thing the
Jones Act was designed to pre-
vent — the carrying of Ameri-
can passengers to Alaska on
foreien ships. He referred to the
heavily used Canadian vessels
which are taking larger and lar-
ger numbers of American tour-
ists to Alaska.

A permanrent service from
Puget Sound will result in mul-
ti-million dollar foreign ex-
change savings, he said.




CONTINUING SAGA

Federal Aid For

Ferries Revived

JUNEAU (AP) — Gov. Walter
J. Hickel’s office said Wednes-
day the possibility of obtaining
federal aid from the 'ransporta-
tion Department for building
state ferries will be explored
again.

Rep. Howarc W. Pollock, R-
Alaska, told Hickel in a letter
dated July 12 that he had re-
ceived “‘considerable encourage-
ment” on the prospect of a fed-
eral grant after talks with Rob-
ert McManus, director of the Di-
vision of Project Development
of the Urban Mass Transit Ad-
ministration (UMTA).

McManus suggested the state
submit a draft application for a
mass ftransportation facilities
grant, and indicated he would
send a representative Lo the
state to prepare a supporting

departmental report, Pollock
said.
Previous attempts by the

Hickel administration to get fed-
eral participation through this
channel have failed, although
the State of Wasaington received
$i5 million from UMTA for ferry
construction. Administrative au-
thority for the mass transit au-
thority was recenily changed
from the Department of Housing
and Urban Development to the
Transportation Department.

“If there has been a change
in their position, we certainly
will be eager to make applica-
tion,” said Zarl McMurray,
Hickel's executive assistant.

He indicated the governor
would want to confirm the possi-
bility before acting, however.

“* is obvious we must have
some help in meeting our ma-
rine highway system problems
now and in the future,” Pollock
said in his letter. “If we are
forestalled from buying our fer-
ries at the lowest possible price
on the world market place, and
are otherwise denied funding for
our unique highway and-marine
highway system with {ederal
highway funds, then I believe
we could make a case for receiv-
ing federal assistance to at least
offset the additionalshipbuilding
costs which would accrue from
buying American.

“Indeed I feel we should he
assisted further in the acquisi-
tion of the needed ferries for our
marine highway system, in lieu
of eompensation for our exclus-
ion from the federal interstate
highway act.”

Hearings before the House
Mercliant Marine and Fisheries
Committee on legislation to
grant a Jones Act waiver to lift
restrictions on operation of the
state’s Swedish-built ferry are

A L] ]

scheduled for Tuesday. Hickel
plans to fly to Washington to
testify.

McMurray said it would be
“an excellent opportunity” for
the governor to confer with fed-
eral officials on the avenue sug-

gested by Pollock.
e ——

Wickersham Is Greeted

. . . Never a prettier sight to the people of Sitka than the Motor
Vessel Wickersham at the Sitka Ferry Dock. She was on schedule
at 12:30 P.M. Wednesday on her first southbound jaunt. She will
also dock Monday at 9:30 on her northbound trip! Half of Sitka
drove out to welcome the very welcome Ferry. Just recently in
Juneau at the Wickersham's inaugeration Mr. Stein Borough
Chairman discussed the lack of adequate Ferry service to Sitka.
Good going Stein. A long sweeping gangplank stretched up to the
main deck of the M.V. Wickersham to welcome the people of
Sitka. They arrived in droves. They were impressed with the
Wickersham elegance, beautiful wood trim, and its abundance of
facilities for passengers, a cafeteria, two bars, a main dining room,
snack bar, various lounges and observation decks.

® Alaska has agreed to buy a
363-ft. ocean-going Swedish ferry
despite the Jones Act which pro-
hibits operation of a foreign-built

[ vessel between U. S. ports. Mean-
while construction has begun on
the state’s 193-ft. feeder ferry at
Jeffboat, Inc., Jeffersonville, Ind.
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Alaska Ferry
Trade Good
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A long hot summer of tourist travel to cooler climes
is pushing the Alaska State Ferries. The ferry Malaspi-
na will arrive—and sail—a little late on her Seattle eall
this weekend, thanks to the rush traffic all along her |
route. The Malaspina normally arrives at Pier 30 in the ’
wee hours and sails at 3 p.m. This Sunday it will be .
nearer to 6 p.m. when she arrives, and she won't sail un- i
til 9 or 10—with her staterooms fully booked and a deck- |
load of cars and vans. .

The super-ferry Wickersham—ex-Stena Britannica— .
is proving her worth in the rush. The big, fast ferry is
logging three roundtrips a week on her Prince Rupert- |
Haines run, wiping up the traffic jams that bugged the
system and its passengers last season.
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o oot
‘| Wickersham
State ka is |
The State of Alas :
Slanning to dock the M:IV
Wickersham at the Juneau City |
inal facility as :
I::;E;:?nenls can be finalized
Mrs. Mildred Banfield reported
jday. Slight 0
miusing the addition of &
dolphin, will be necessary
permit the Wickersham to use

‘k‘ :
thE(Pc?;;mﬂs&;ic.mel' of Public
Works Harold Strandberg told

Mrs. Banfield that the
importance to the City of
Juneau of having the
Wickersham load and unload in
the downtown area was the
prime reason for the decision.

It will be a distinct advantage
to the tourists, especially foot
passepgers, to be able to embark
the Wickersham in the
downtown area.

Mrs. Banfield reports that
many local people are taking
the round trip Juneau to Haines
to Juneau. The experience is a
delightful one and is an
excellent means of showing
vititors this part of Alaska,
Accommodations aboard are
“most comfortable, the food
good and the scenery the most
beautiful in the world.

Dear Sir:

You should know how
disorganized the Alaska State
Ferry reservation system is. My
wife and I just completed a
through trip on both the B. C.
and Alaskan ferry ships. At
Prince Rupert, tourists with
reservations made months
earlier wereleft on the dock
when the Matanuska sailed
north. Some groups, with
tickets issued weeks ago, were
peparated at the pier. One
woung lady, with a tight
schedule and fifteen hundred
pounds of equipment for a
Sierra Club expedition which
planned to rendezvous |in
Anchorage, was left sitting on
the dock in British Columbia.
We met travelers who had been
camping in Prince Rupert for a
week or more, awaiting s
they had reserved long before.
Part (only part) of the difficulty
is in loading: one must be |in
line two or three hours
advance of sailing, even thenj 2
driver may find himself in t}
wrong lane as cars are admitted

capriciously. There is no
coordination with the B.C.
system.

To purchase a pocket luxuy
liner for seven million doll:s
(even when it sails under a
foreign flag) may be desirabe,
but without a centrl
telecommunication reservati:n
system, it's rather like buildig
a sky scraper and forgetting {2
elevators. |

Sincere, |
Morgan Sherworl

gy Halibut Cc»

soon as |

modification, |

Ferry
Backlog

JUNEAU(AP)The five-day ferrv
backlog of vehicles waiting for

passage on the southeastern fer- |
ry system has been holding at |

the same level since Monday,
the Division of Marine Trans-
portation said today.

A spokesman said passengers
with confirmed stateroom reser-
vations are not being delayed.
Most persons without reserva-
tions have been previously ad-
vised of the delay they face and
generally are good natures about
it, he said.

Marine Highway °

Knits Southeast

The Inside Passage has beena
“highway’’ to man for centuries.
The Indians of Southeast Alaska
traveled its channels in carved
cedar eanoes long before Colum-
bus was born. Explorers of many
nations charted these waters on
voyages of discovery and gave
their names - Vancouver, Mala-
spina, LaPerous - to modern
maps. The wind-swollen sails of

ALASKA MARINE HIGHWAY SCHEDULE

NORTHBOUND SOUTHBOUND
July 22 ......
July 22 ..... July 23 6:00 AM
July 23 9:30 AM July 24 6:00 AM
July f-xo;.;:g;; AM July 25 4:15 AM +#
11 T+ 2:45PM ¥
ly 25 9:30 AM -6 6:00 AN
July 27 " Trips ViaSitka + s o
“g:15pM+  TripstoSeattle™ July 28 ...
July 28 ...... Trips via Wickersham § 11:00 PM +

All ship arrivals and departures will be from the
AUKE BAY terminal until further notice.
All arrival and departure times are in PACIFIC STAN-

DARD TIMES,

Marine highway ticket office is located at 226 Seward
Call Auke Bay Terminal at 789-7453 ONE HOUR prior
to arrival to confirm schedule.
must CHECK IN at terminal by arrival time.

Departing passengers

Yankee clippers passed these
shores; Russian hunters and
gold-hungry prospectors sailed
the routes we sail today on
Alaska’s state ferries.

On board the Alaska state fer-
ries and on the cruise ships
plying Southeast Alaska’s chan-
nels, passengers can hear these
stories of man’s history and of
the natural history of the coun-
try. Tape recordings placed on
the ships by the U,S. Forest
Service give added dimension to
travel through Southeast Alaska.
As the ships pass points of in-
terest, or whenwhales, icebergs,
eagles and other wild creatures
com: into view, the purser or
the ship's captain selects the ap-
propriate tape for broadcast on
the public adiress system.

This unique service was the
idea of D. Robert Hakala of
Juneau who is Visitor Informa-
tion Specialist for the U.S, For-
est Service in Alaska. His job is
to educate and inform visitors
to the National Forests about
the history and resources of the
forests, Since most of the land-
ward view from the stateferries
and cruise ships is of the Ton-
gass National T orest, here was
an opporfunity to make the land
come alive for travelers.

Bob Hakala wrote and recorded
some fifty messages which are
now heard aboard ship, Because
of their interesting content, we'd
like to share soma of hisstories

« with our readers.

I*..'l ol
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Alaska Ferries

In November, 1966, Alaskan vot-
ers approved a bond issue of $15.5
million to be used for vessel de-
sign and construction to improve
service in the southeast and south-
west Alaska area.

Last November Jeffboat was
awarded the contract to construct
a 193-ft. feeder ferry to service the
Prince William Sound area. Ports
of call will be Cordova, Valdez and
Whittier. Jeffboat’s bid was just
under $2.5 million. Delivery date
in the builder’s yard is March 15.

Also a Philip F. Spaulding &
Assoc. design, the ferry’s breadth
is 53 ft. and her draft is 12 ft.,
9 in. She’ll have a service speed
of 15 knots and will carry 165 pas-
sengers.

She’ll also accommodate 38 autos
or 12 autos plus eight 35-ft. trailers
or the combination of 12 autos
plus 12 24-ft. trailers.
both a bow ramp and stern ramp.

She’ll be powered by two Fair-
banks-Morse 38D80P diesels with
1600 hp on a side for a 3200 total.
A bow thruster is planned.

f

She’ll have |
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A New
‘Seward’s Folly’?

To make a mild “British understatement,” there has
been, yet is, and probably will yet be, a great deal of
discussion regarding the M.V. Wickersham. We
ourselves have not been loath to make our jokes.

There are some things on which there does appear to
be general agreement: the ferry system and the marine
highway has been a very good thing for Alaska; more
ferries could be well used in the inland passage.

There is one concept with which only a few
disagree: the saving of several million dollars is a
worthwhile object.

~ On one point, many have a great deal of criticism:
why wasn’t the legal problem of the Jones Act
unraveled prior to the purchase of the ship?

There are perhaps many explanations for the latter
question, but it may turn out that the risks of the Jones
Act problems were assumed in a calculated manner for
the benefits felt to be derived by the purchase, not the
least of which was the multi-million dollar saving.
Although Americans have been condidtioned for
several decades to be unconcerned with such fiscal
goals, we feel they yet remain salutary.

Some critics of the ship’s purchase seem to be “hung
up” on the words “ferry” and “marine highway,” and
claim the Wicky does not conform to the customary
Alaskan definition of the terms. It would seem to us
that if the Wickersham can serve Alaska, whether by
moving new residents, tourists, cars or what not, and
whether between one port or another port or ports,
then it is certainly doing a useful job. It is not
inconceivable that the ship may have value in making
poris of call other than the three “glacier™ ships and
still have value. It is the net, and the long term result
that should be contemplated, not the degree of
conformity the Wickersham has with current
operations or rigid and narrow definitions of what a
ferry is in the marine highway system.

It could very well turn out that Governor Hickel,
like Secretary Seward, has committed a folly only in
the eyes of some of his current contemporaries.
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Jones Hearing
Tomorrow

ANCHORAGE (AP) — Two
members of Gov. Walter J.
Hickel’s Jones Act Relief Task
Force will appear at a hearing
on the Jones Act Tuesday in
Washington, D.C.

The hearing is being held by
the House Merchant Marine and
Fisheries committees.

Lew Williams, task force
chairman, said in Anchorage
Saturday that the group will
concentrate its efforts on pas-
sage of H.R. 1715, a measure
which would grant the State of
Alaska a three-year waiver to
provisions of the Jones Act
which prevents transportation of
passengers between American
ports on the ferry Wickersham.

The state operates the Wicker-
sham now between Prince Ru-
pert, B.C., and Haines, Alaska,
Wwith stops at Southeastern Alas-
ka, but passengers can ride only
between an Alaska port and
Prince Rupert, not between two
Alaska towns.

Williams said that task force
members Harold Strandberg,
stale commissioner of public
works, and Kent Edwards, at-
torney general, will be in Wash-

ington to back up testimony by
Gov. Hickel favoring HR 17815.

Communities, chambers of
commerce and other organiza-
tions are being asked for sup-
port al the hearing Williams
said. In addition, known oppo- 1
nents to tampering with the
Jones jact are being appraised
of the state’s position.

“We believe that when they
understand we are not seeking
destruction of the Jones Act,
only a reasonable waiver simi- l
lar to dozens of waivers in the
past, that opposition will van- {
ish,” Williams said.

The task force named W. C. !

{
Arnold, Anchorage attorney, as
vice chairman and Don Dickey, |
state chamber of commerce '
manager, as secrelary.

Other members of the task
force attending its initial meet-
ing in Anchorage included An-
chorage Mayor George Sullivan,
Harry Porter of Fairbanks and
Pat Ryan from the governor’s
office. Unable to attend but
serving on the task force are
Dickey and James Nolan,
Wrangell businessmen.

Wickersham

JUNEAU (AP) — The State
Division of Marine Transporta-
tion said Monday that even with
the new ferry Wickersham in

tion a fourto-five day
backlog of vehicular traffic has
piled up at Haines and Skag-

way.
The ferries make seven de-
res a week from the north-
em end of the Southeastern Ma-

Wickersham.

Dear Editor:

Apropos of your editorial this
date (July 23, 1968) regarding
the ferry system, 1 as one
resident of Juneau and Southeast
Alaska, want to personally
commend Lthe Governor for his
dynamic action in fortifying the
Marine Highway with the M.V
He has nol |
only hastened by two years the
advent of an additional &nd
much needed vessel on the |
Southeast run, but more |
importantly he has added a
magnificent vessel to our State’s
already impressive fleet. Many
are the praises, and none are the |
criticisms of the outfitting of this |
ship.

In particular, Juneau more
than any otherSoutheastern
Alaska city enjoys the benefits of
the ferry system, for all of our
visitors wish to see the capital of
this great State. And during the
past two years this Governor has
altempted in every way at his
disposal to help us in Juneau
make this a better capital-heipus
achieve what is possible to
achieve: The creation of the
most beautiful state capital in
any of the fifty states.

He has purchased a site fora
State capital on Willoughby
Avenue; he has sought and
obtained permission from the
legislature to build a building
theron at a cost of between $7
and $8 million. In order to
perserve the stateliness and grand
approach from the sea for this
capital site, he has abandoned &
long-sought State objective, the
building of an operatiopal
maintenance shop adjacent Vo
the National Guard Armory ia
the Subport He has expressed @
willingness to assist the City and
Borough by turning over the!’
Armory to the citizens of the area
for a civic center if that would
help the cause for making Juneau
a better and aestheic place to
live.

In short, this active, creative’
and courageous man has given us
his helping hand in achieving a
Juneau which is possible,
desirable and within our means.
The editorials certainly have & |
right to expose problems. We in
Juneau likewise ought to say
once in a while what an
outstanding job Governor Hickel
is doing for us and for the State,

Sincerely yours,
Joe Henri

capacity with cars and campers
on recent trips to Prince Ru-
pert, B.C., a marine highway
spokesman said. _

At Haines, ferry terminal @p-
erator Roy Clayton said he
mates the backlog at up to 250
vehicles, in addition to the 100
for which reservations were be-

ing held.
‘g"I‘he Wickersham kept the

| log from getting as bad &5
backis heg:aid, but added,”

last ear,"
“we could use a couple more
ferries to take care of the tral-
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Ships, Tourists,

Service And Stuff

A letter to the editor in today’s issue brings up a

subject which can no longer go without comment: the |

service of the Alaska state ferry service.

After observing it first hand, and after repeated
comment from frequent resident users, it appears that
more awareness of its shortcomings and more effort in
alleviating them is necessary.

Let us say immediately that we recognize the Alaska
Marine Highway is not intended as, nor can it become, a
tour ship system. Recognizing this, we know that some
of the disparity which exists between the ships of the
Alaskan fleet and the Canadian vessels can never be
changed.

But we believe the gap can be narrowed much more
than it is at present, and should be, with all deliberate
speed.

Our letter writer today mentions delay on loading.
Although one would be prepared to accept some delay
because of the desire of the Alaska ships to load
everyone possible, and although organizing cars and
people for a variety of departure points requires more
time, we feel practice should promote more perfection
than is evidenced. There is little doubt that if there is a
flow of information back and forth with the ticket
takers, the loaders, and others, it must £0 an extremely
circuitousroute.

Our investigation affirms that the letter writer's
complaints are an accurate picture of the standard
operating procedure.

In addition to the apparent confusion existing in the
loading operation, the same confusion manifests itself
elsewhere,

On one day, for instance, while travelers were
developing ulcers over the question of where they
could get on and off,« what | connections they
eould make at the next ferry stop, and other acute
issues, there was no one manning the pursers desk for a
period of several hours. A person behind the desk.who
could not readily be identified as a member of the
crew—or any crew for that matter—answered travelers
questions with the most casual indifference: in fact. he
volunteered “the purser's in bed.” with the utmost
complacency.

We understand that the interior arrangement and
decor of the Alaska fleet is different because of Coast
Guard regulations. (We fail to understand the
regulations, however, which turn a beautifully
appointed ship into a plain one for safety purposes
while leaving a cabin with a fifty-cent size ventilation
hole and no “kick-out” panels in the door).

Facing the “de-facing” of Coast Guard regulations,
it is all the more necessary for our fleet to be otherwise
as good as possible—this is where many a traveler gets
his first impression of The Great Land.

A smile, courtesy, concern, consideration, and
hospitality costs very little, if anything, and more use
of these items on the ferry system would give the first
time traveler a more accurate picture of the genuine
warmth and hospitality that actually exists in Alaska.
Such warmth on the ferries could even make up for a
lot of the ineptitude demonstrated by many of the
service personnel.

Alaska has a lot “to sell,” including its warm,
friendly, and hospitable people. Why not begin the sale
with a friendly and efficient ferry system, if we can?
And we think we can.

MV Wickersham Big Part of Alaska Fleet

(COVER STORY)

Deluxe stateroom aboard the MV Wickersham, The settees are convertable to comfortable

sleeping accommeodations,

JUNEAU — Her praises have
‘already been sung and by now
fmost of the maritime-oriented
folk of the states of Alaska and
{ Washington and the province of
( British Columbia have heard of
or seen the MV Wickersham.

This beautifully designed 360
{foot superferry has won her
tway into the hearts of Alaskans
‘despite her foréign birth, far
faway in Scandinayia. Now oper-
‘ating on the Prince Rupert, B.C.
to Haines, Alaska run, the ves-

L.

sel is carrying full loads of pas-
sengers and vehicles over the
scenic route through B. C. and
Alaskan waters. Beautifully ap-
pointed throughout, the former
Stena Britannica is as though
she was specially built for the
Alaska run. Not only is she a
very eye-appealing vessel from
the exterior but also has splen-
did accommodations and publie
rooms,

The Wickersham is featured
on this week’s cover in a excel-

e A

lounge area aboard the Wickersham, showing reclining seats with head rests.

lent aerial by Dudley, Hardin &
Yang of Seattle. The photo tells
the story.

Governor Walter Hickel of
Alaska, representing the state,
purchased the vessel for about
$7 million and hai her brought
to the Northwest from Sweden
via the Panama Canal. The fast
vessel fits in beautifully with
the other “big blue girls” of the

Alaska ferry fleet — the Mala-
spina, Taku and Matanuska, the
Tustumena and a few smaller
shuttlers. The fleet is growing
steadily with the demands of
Alaska. Tourist travel to the
49th as well as carco, container
and vehicle traffic is very muech
on the upgrade. In all facets
‘laska water transportation is
flourishing in summer '68. This

§
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« Hickel Asks Washington
For Equal Treatment

“Yes, we accomplished
something at the Jones Act
hearings,” commented Governor
Hickel at a press conference
Friday upon his return to
Alaska’s state capital. “Some
committee = members  were
sueprised to find out we weren’t
being treated as well as the
Canadians. After we spelled out
our needs and desires the
members were more friendly,”
he added.

Hickel testified before the
House Committee on Merchant
Marine and Fisheries on
legislation to grant Alaska an
exemption from the Jones Act.

Clarifying some of the facts
and rumors about the
Wickersham and its purchase, the
governor emphasized
throughout the press conference
ghat Alaskans weren’t being
treated as well as foreign nations,
and particularly Canada. The
federal government is, he stated,
“allowing foreign governments
to do what it won’t allow one of
itsstatesto do.”

Making a brief for H. R.
17815, the governor said this
legislation, allowing Alaska to
fully utilize the Wickerham
under & foreign flag, would
permit Alaska to use the ship
between  Alaskanports  like
{Osnada is already doing. The
Canadians, he said, have a broad
exemption under the Jones Act
“until | the Secretary of
Commerce no longer feelsitisa
good thing.” Hickel said he
eouldn’t predict the chances of
success for the Alaska packed
legislation.

Squelching current rumors,

iickel said the Wickerhsam basa |

A20)  automvoblle capgeity, ‘Dot
60"

*“T'his ship is one of the most
modern and safe there is,” the
governor declared,”—there  are
20-year old ships currently being
used by the Canadians which
have been granted a Jones Act
exemption.” “The great danger
on a ferry ship is the car deck;
American  standards don’t
require carbon monoxide
detectors, but the Europeans do,
and the Wickersham is built
according to these standards.
Only this week, in fact, the
sensitizers picked up agas leak in
a car aboard. Now I ask you, who
has the safest ferry?”’

Striking another assertion

made at the Jones’ Hearings that
a $7 million dollar contract had
to be scrapped when Alaska
bought the Wickersham, Hickel
said “there was never any
contract cancellation.” “We do,
however, have a ferry ship being
built in Indiana now,” he added.

The governor explained that
business is generating so fast the
state will need express ferries
between Prince Rupert and
Haines in the next year or two.
“That’s why the three year
exemption we’re asking for will
be satisfactory. There’s a
pressing need to get campers and
autos from one highway to the
other,” he stated.

On the subject of using
American  labor, Governor
Hickel also had some comment.
The Canadians, he explained,
have an exemption under the
Jones Act, and they are a foreign
ship, flying a foreign flag, with
foreign crews. “We have a foreign
flag but are using completely
American crews,”” he stated.

One of the allegations made at
the Jores’ hearings was that
Alaska was “breaking the law.”
To this, the governor issued a
challenge: “What law?”

Concluding his remarks on

the Jones’ hearings, Governor
Hickel said “I’'m not angry
personally at any one.” His
anger, he said, was at the delay in
action on the Jones Act relief for
Alaska. “How can they do it for
foreigners and not for their own
State?” he asked, adding that “to
do nothing is to deny public
service.”” The question is
according to him, “Is the federal
government frying to help, or
hinder?”

In other remarks at the
pressconference, Gov. Hickel
commented on the NORTH
Commission and the
forthcoming national
convention of the Republican

Sa.ying that the Commission
should have some definite

recommendations at its
September 23 meeting, he
declared that ““surface
transportation should be

forthcoming in the Arctic—with
what’s happening up there.”

On the political scene, the
governor said it was probable
Nixon could be nominated on
the first ballot but it “‘depends
on the favorite son
situation—how many are put in
nomination.”

&
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Jones Act Hearing . |

JUNEAU (AP) — A hearing
on Jones Act waiver legislation
has been scheduled July 23 by
the House Merchant Marine and
Fisheries Committee, the office
of Rep. Howard W. Pollock, R-
Alaska, reported Monday.

Pollock, a member of the
committee, failed earlier this
month to get a committee vote
on the legislation when the
chairman, Rep. Edward Gar-
matz. D-Md., ruled that hear-
ings should be held first.

A waiver from the Jones Act
would allow the state to use its
Swedish-built ferry, the Wicker-
sham, for service between

American ports. !

A Pollock aide said there was|
still *“a ray of hope” for passage
of a bill, even with congression-
al adjournment near.

The deadline for bills to be re-
ported to the floor from the
Rules Committee was last Tues-
day.

Although it is unusual proce-
dure, bills still can be reported
out for action by the full mem-
bership through a consent calen-
dar.

Gov. Walter J. Hickel will at-

tend the hearings, Pollock’s of-
fice said.

Too ley

Commander John H. Tooley
(USCG, Ret.) has been
appointed Deputy Director of
the Division of Marine
Transportation, according fto
Harold D. Strandberg
Commissioner of Public Works.

The director is Capt. H. L.

(Red) Lockert.

Commander Tooley first
came to Alaska in August, 1963,
where he was assigned as the
Executive Officer of the Kodiak
Coast Guard Air Station
responsible for the total
administration of that Station.
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“Britannica”

The Beautiful
Visits Seattle

The pride of the Alaska Marine Highway System,
the “Stena Britannica,” arrived in Seattle on June 10
after a 35-day voyage from Goteburg, Sweden. The
State of Alaska purchased the beautiful 363-foot luxu-
ry liner from Sweden last spring for $7 million.

Immediately after her arrival here, the “Britanni-
ca” went into Todd Shipyards for minor adjustments.
After completing legal transfer of ownership and regis-
try under the Panamanian flag, the “Britannica™ sailed
for Prince Rupert, B.C. on June 16 to begin her regular
service between Prince Rupert and Southeastern Alas-
kan ports.

Since the “Britannica” is under foreign registry,
she is prevented by the Jones Act from carrying pas-
sengers and cargo between two U.S. ports.

After her arrival in Alaska, she is to be re-chris-
tened “Wickersham” in honor of a pioneer Alaskan ju-
rist.

En route to Seattle, she made two stop-overs—
one at San Pedro, California, to replace a propeller
camshaft, and the other at Vancouver, B. C. to unload
172 Volvo automobiles.

Shown here at a press conference aboard the "Britannica’ are, from
left, Capt. Cecil Rice of the "Britannica"; Charles Cogswell, Todd
Shipyard ship superintendent; Capt. Harold J. Lockert, director,
Alaska Marine Division of Transportation; Harold Strandberg, com-
missioner of public works, Alaska, and Capt. Ronald Kuiz of the
"Britannica.”

A unique feature ot the vessel is her movable bow which permits her
fo unload cars directly to piers. The vessel was berthed af Todd
Shipyards.

These ships are superbly furnished and
decorated, with many exclusive features, |
lhroughout eight decks from bow to
stern. You can relax in the privacy of
your own cabin, in a deck chair on the
sun deck, or while taking a Finnish
steambath. Enjoy delicious meals at
shipboard prices in the dining saloon or
@ cafeterias. And when you're in the mood
— there’s dancing, the cocktail bar and
the casino. Replenish your supplies in the
well-stocked shops, and take advantage l
of the tax-free prices for luxury goods. ‘
A bank and the reception office are at |
your service, of course. There are also |

#l special quarters and other arrangements |

for those who want to hold a conference I
ora business meeting. And all the time,
you're coming closer to your destination.
At a speed of 23'/2 knots — on a ship

equipped with anti-roll stabilizers, which
guarantee a smooth and comfortable

passage in any weather,







