





PORT OF SEATTLE

Alaska's Governor Hickel accepting a framed
drawing of the Governor's Mansion in Juneau
from Seattle Port Commissioner Adlum. Be-
hind them are Capfain Kutzx and Seattle Port
Commissioner Norquist.

In a brief ceremony on the bridge of the "Wickersham" shortly
before her arrival of Juneau from Prince Rupert, Seattle Port
Commisioner Merle D. Adlum presented a framed photo of Seattle
harbor to the two captains of the "Wickershom." From left, Harold
Strandberg, commissioner of public works, Alaska; William Board-
man (partially obscured), speaker of the House of Represenfatives,
Alaska: Co-Captains Cecil Rice ond Ron Kutr; Adlum; Governor
Walter Hickel of Alaska, and Seattle Port Commisioner Robert W.

Norquist.

J. Eldon Opheim, Port of Seattle general manager (left) is receiv-
ing a plague commemorating the Port's participation in the Alaska
Cenfennial in 1967 from Dick Shepherd, ossistant director of the
State of Alaska Travel Division. The presentotfion was made during
the inaugural voyage of the "MV Wickersham."

John Lee, president of Puget Sound Tug &
Barge Co., Seattle (left), chats with Capf.
H. J. "Red" Lockert, director of the Division
of Marine Transportation, Alaska.

REPORTER

Pefe Lester, Mayor of the City of Prince Rup-
ert, presenting harbor photo of Port of Prince
Rupert to Capt. Kutz, master of the "Wicker-
sham'’ on the occasion of the inaugural voyage
of the "Wickersham''— June 29, 1968.

Inaugural Trip
MV “Wickersham”

The pride of the Alaska Marine Highway System,
MV ¢ kersham,” formerly the “Stena Britannica,”
made her inaugural run in the Prince Rupert-Ketchi-
kan-Juneau-Haines service in late June, with a number
of Washington and Alaska dignitaries aboard.

The vessel arrived in Seattle on June 10 from Swed-
en, and after undergoing some minor repairs, sailed for
Prince Rupert, Canada, to begin her regular service.

At Juneau, she was formally chris “Wicker-
sham” by Mrs. Walter J. Hickel, wife of Alaska’s gov-

ernor.

During a visit to Shrine Island, about 20 miles north of Juneau,
a lady passenger on the “"Wickerham” was attracted by o taunting
raven in a nearby free. Strefching in the background is the spec-
tacular snow-capped Chilkat Range. (All photos by R. H. Fletcher)
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PORT OF SEATTLE REPORTER

From Norway

N. O. Fearnley Klaveness, of A. F. Klaveness
& Co., Oslo, Norway (left), inspected Port
terminals during his visit te Seattle last
month, and conferred with J. Eldon Opheim,
Port general manager (right). In the middle
is T. A. Wollebek, district manager of Over-
seas Shipping Co., agent for Klaveness. Klave-
ness is a nephew of A, Fredrik Klaveness, chair-
man of the board of A. F. Klaveness & Co.

From Japan

During his official call at Port of Seattle headquarters on July 16,
Capt. Shosaku Kodama of the Japanese fraining ship “Kaiwo Maru,'
presented o framed art piece fo the Porl. He also presented o plat-
ter (on table), a gift from Mayor Chujiro Haraguchi to the Port.
Accepting is John M. Haydon, president of the Seattle Port Com-
mission, while looking on are J. Eldon Opheim, Port general man-
ager, and Japanese Consul Kikue Yoshida.

From Japan

Three Sumifomo Woarehouse Co. officials recently inspected Port
container and warehousing focilties, They are shown here during o
visit to the Port headquarters of Bell Street Terminal. From left, J.
Eldon Opheim, Port general manager; Robert O. Edwards, director
of trade development; H. Hashi, deputy, marine business section,
Sumitomo, Tokyo; M. Kawamura, deputy chief, business department,
planning section, Sumitomo, Osaka, and T. Irie of the Kobe branch
of Sumifomo. Standing, Henry J. Levinger, assistant director, Port
trade development, and Hollis Farwell, manager, oecan-fraffic serv-
ices, Export-Import Rate Bureau.
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F,‘ Dear Editor:

It must have been a soul
| tearing decision for you to prinf
_'I Bill Egan’s letter. It was very
. enlightening and clearly
irrefutable.

I remember there was some
eriticism over the name for the

new ferry. 1 has occurred to me
that this name— “Wicker-sham”
is very appropriate indeed.
Examining closely you can see
why: “‘Wicker”"—comes from,
Seandinavian origin and is am,
expensive, flimsy, and outmoded
gonstruction. “Sham”—means a
Moax or fraud. The name fits
,perfectly.

I can stomach gross
mismanagement along with the
rest. The thing that antagonizes
me though was a statement oug
present Governor made a few
weeks ago: * -, . . land routes at
exceedingly high cost, may be
most dificult to justify if they are.
planned fto replace existing
marine highways."” In effect - this:
¢ s all you'll get. The highway ta

Haines is out. :

A ferry system (“marine:
highway” in Newspeak) isa poor
interim substitute, BUT BY NO

WILD STRETCH OF THE

JAMAGINATION DOES IT

—— "

» e

REPLACE ROADS.
Regards,
Richard Baker
Box 11258

Juneau, Alaska

ED. NOTE: It wasn'’t at all ¥soul
tearing” to print former
Governor Egan's letter—We
really believe this bit about
democracy and free speech. We
did fret the length a little,
however.
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D eath on F“”."

JUNEAU (AP) A Calgary,
“Alberta, man died of an appar-
#nt heart attack Monday aboard
the Alaska ferry Wickersham
belween Juneau and Sitka.

The body of the victim, Gord=
on L. McCracken, 52, was,taken
from Lhe southbound shipat Sits
ka accompanied by his widow.

There was no doctor aboard
the ship, the Division of Marine
Transportation said, but a dent-
ist armong the passengers said
he could detect no pulse after
meuth-lo-mouth resuscitation
wasapplied.L AW =T0 Y

ALASKA'S GLAMOR FERRY, Wickersham, went
temPUEREIY on the fritz yesterday. A plate loosened at
the BES& 0B her rudder post, and water washed in whes
she #SSEN8 make headway, No danger to passengers,
but tRE&Shard. working ferry anchored in Tebenkof Y
130 TINES northwest of Ketchikan, while the Coast Guard
flew mm to help her make port..
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MONEY) TO ENJOY THIS LATEST, GREATEST IDEA

- Mhe state is pushing “mlm-crulses" aboard the state ferry i
Wickersham,

fo Passengers can get on the ferry at Wrangell or other ports
~call and end thelr crulse at the starting point or Prince Rupe
" These trips include stopover privileges with passengers gllowed

“10 leave the ferry while it s in port, H.J, Lockert, director of the 1

i‘IJ'l.vi.'slm:t of Marine Transportation, says, In SMW. the ferry
“stopover 1s 10 hours on Sunday.
 Cost of the Wrangell-Prince Rupert round trip is $29,50. A
Aﬁ'l;angeu-smay round mp is $40. A round tr'\pot the syst
.. oD Al Fe—r_, ‘.tﬂ.* J.l
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. ‘The Mini-Cruise!’

IT DOESN'T TAKE A LOT OF TIME (OR A LOT OF a A

" d

IN SOUTHEASTERN SUMMERTIME FUN -- A CRUISE - -'-.;;f'.._-‘_-_‘.*s:

ABOARD THE M/V WICKERSHAM

THE WIC(L:RSHAM 363 FEET OF POSH PLUSH SHIP-
BOARD COMFORT, DEPARTS YOUR HOMETOWN
FERRY TERMINAL TWICE A WEEK EACH DIREC-
TICN. YOU CAN RESERVE PASSAGE FROM YOUR
COMMUNITY TO EITHER PRINCE RUPERT OR SKAG-

WAY, SPEND SEVERAL HOURS SIGHTSEEING AND
RETURN. ENJOY:

e yey
rY 1

*THE FINEST IN DINING ENJOYMENT
*EXCELLENT STATEROOM ACCOMMODATIONS

*TWO (COUNT 'EM) COCKTAIL LOUNGES
*ABSOLUTELY THE MOST EXCITING SCENERY

IN NORTH fiIL’IFRICﬂ

CALL YOUR FERRY AGENT OR
TODAY. TELL HIM YOU WANT TO TAKE A “MINI-CRUISE". ! =
IT'S A SUMMERTIME TRIP YOU'LL REMEMBER--WITH ' :

PLEASURE - ALL YEAR ROUND.

L

THE M/V WICKERSHAM REGIST
MEETS INTERNATIONAL SAFET

NEW SHIPS DEVELOPED IN 1960.

< Mm

YOUR TRAVEL AGENT
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SAMPLE ROUND TRIP FARES:
JUNEAU/SKAGWAY/JUNEAU

KETCHIKAN/PRINCE RUPERT/KETCHIKAN $15.00
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 Stena Britannica
- The State of Alaska has purchased a foreign-
¥ puilt ship and hopes eventually to run her with
a U.S. crew from Seattle to Juneau and An-
\ chorage. Named the STENA BRITANMC;_L (the
name has been changed now) the vessel is only
two vears old and quite adaptable for this type
of service.
Unfortunately however, the State cannot run
' the ferry without an amendment to the Jones
Act, which precludes foreign-built vessels from
' intercoastal service. Senator Bartlett (D—Ala.?ka.)
] pbinted this out to Governor Hickel who, ingi-
' dentally, had entertained bids for a U.S.-built
ship, and has rejected all of them.
The Senator explained the facts of life to the
. . Governor in a letter made available to MARINE
. ENGINEERING/L0G. Said the Senator, “You very
aptly compare the difficulty of amending 'the
. Jones Act to the stand the Greeks made against
the Persians at Marathon. The odds in favor of
a CGreek vietory then were very poor. The odds —
in favor of the amendment of the Jones Act now
do not appear to be much better.”

SRS

—

tion at Bartlett Plaza at Alaskaland, the former ‘Alaska 67
| exhibition site. The super-deluxe ferry is a Norwegian built
vessel which plys the waters between Prince Rupert, B.C., and
| the Southeastern Alaska ports of Ketchikan, Juneau, Haines
land Skagway.

Wickersham'’s First Trip

Alaska “opened” its first super-highway June 26 when
. the luxury-ferry M/V Wickersham (nee Stenna Britannica)

: . : which . . J ot : .
Said the Senator, . . . the Lmlendn'ifﬁlt u sailed on her inaugural cruise from Prince Rupert, B.G,
you desire will need the approval of e oW to the ports of Southeastern Alaska with Gov. and Mrs.
Merchant Marine and Fisheries Committee be- Walter J. Hickel and more than 200 in-

, : L T . rited guests aboard.
fore it becomes law. L k J BEREucsts aboarc. s .
“Tf the amendment is to become law the com- | Oc ert O'ns The luxury-vessel joins the Matanuska,

alaspina, : Taku in the Alaska Ma-
. S E the | Mdld.\plml, and Taku in t i
bined weight of lmpor.tﬂnt elements Ofd i AI k F . qb“\ | rine Highway fleet serving northern Brit-
American merchant marine, both labor and in- ! as a err'es ‘ ish Columbia and Southeastern Alaska—
dustry must be overcome. This is not an easy ! BENEAU. Aol 20 \.P and a healthy addition it is, indeed, ea-
x5 . ko APrd - &l —{A; '). pable of carrying 1,300 passengers and
task. =The appointment of Capt | il g
! _ o more than 200 vehicles and with 384
!”. J Lockert of Seattle as
port captain for the Marine lher{l;nl. h it | g d
= " " Highway System has been &n b Although the mnaugural cruise was de-
Marine Engineering/Log Inn:m;-rw-! by Greg Mangan, di- | layed more than 24 hours and a slower
:rer.‘.[n:' of the Division of N | course than planned was made neces-
fine Transportation. sary by the malfunction of one of its
! '_.f]:‘kt‘r‘. has been a m e two [1.’\1[‘;‘!]\“'.\', record crowds at lhe
isurvever recently with the ports of Ketchikan and Juneau turned
{United States Salyage Assdoid out to greet “their” new ferryliner.
;mn. - aan. A
P - e - o= < A -~ .
i -~ v - pred 2 = . - T -
. A LETTER TO THE EDITOR — A Gentleman Disagrees on Jones Act View

Petersburg Press
Petersburg, Alaska

Attention Albro B, Gregory
Editor

Dear Sir;

I just wanted to comment on
your editorial in Wednesday’s
paper of the 17th, How About
Sweetening the Lemon?

I’m a Democrat and your Gov-
ernor is a Republican but I was
born in Alaska and he was not.
The Wickersham was named
after a very fine friend of my

ily and do hope that the ves-

el can operate with a long 1life
history for Alaska,

e Jones Act was enacted in 1

believe 1923 or soand I could

. be wrong on this as I have been

Wrong before. In any event Al-
aska was not a state but it has

any other state. When you say
State’s rights you mean the right
of the state first. The Federal
Government feels that they can
buy a foreign built vessel and
use in the United States as a
government agency with exemp-~
tions from the Jones Act, Why
then cannot a state which should
have equal rights to the Federal
Government not have the right
to buy a foreign built vessel and
use for its uses??? Remember
the States have their rights also
and the Federal Government is
made up of the states in the
first place. So the Jones Act is
wrong in this action.

The Jones Act was passed in a
time when transportation was
much different than it is today.
There was no jet airplanes haul-
ing cargo all over the world,
There was no containships haul-
ing freight all over the world

. mow become a state andto me andour was very Hmit-
should have the sams right as ed ete. '

act was passed to

help the American labor as well
as the steamships ete.

If the U.S. Steamship Com-
panles could use new foreign
bullt ships and have them under
the US, flag our shipyards would
be full of ships with annual over-
haul and trip overhauls, Our
ships would be extended with
U.S. merchant marine labor un-
ions manning them. The Jones
Act has been an anchor around
the neck of our seafaring labor-
ing men in that the steamship
operators were putting them un-
der convenient foreign flags to
operate and they had to build
new ships foreign. The one bot-
tle neck has been that here our
merchant marine is made up of
obsolete ships and the forelgn
flag operators are all new mod-
ern ships high speed and cheap
operating.

Your Alaska Ferry fleet is
terrific and I belleve sineerely
that Alaska should have an ex-

emption on the Wickers :am
based on the basis that A askn
has the same rights as the “ed=
eral Government in buyli:g &
foreign flag ship and usiiyg ia
its service to help build the
State., Let’s not try to tear
down but let’s try to help build
Alaska, It 18 very easy to pre-
dict what happened last year,.

Very kindest regards,
GERALD OAKSMITH

' (Editor’s Note: For those ue=

informed, Gerald Oaksmilh is
one of that fine clan of Ketchikan
Oaksmiths, ploneer Alagians
and the finest type of peiples
And that includes Gerald’s b oth=
er, the eminent Maury, n'w &
big wheel with the U.S. Depari=
ment of Commerce, heading
things In Alaska, address AR=
chorage. It’s nice to get zome
fresh thoughts, Gerald, whather
I agree or not. Love and kinses,)




'I{-‘ry GERALD E., BOWKETT
 Juneau Bureau Chief
{5 Anchorage Dally News
S JUNEAU—What will the state
. @ with its new ferryliner, the
U #. “Wickersham,”” when the
htvy summer traffic drops off
in the fall?
. 'We plan to run it between
8¢ 'ttle and Prince Rupert—io
Heed the other vessels,” sald
Commissioner of Public Works
{Harold Strandberg.
 The present weekly run of one
of the state’s three American~
bullt ferries to Seattle would be
maintained to carry freight vans,
Which the Norwegian-built Wick-
ersham is prohibited from hand-

Hng by the Jones Act, sald
Strandberg.
The Seattle run, inaugurated

8t December, has been highly
successful with the vessels
-“hmhad solid, every trip,”’ he

Copd Guard remaﬂonadimtt

[ P

P. 0, Box 1364
Ketehikan, Alaska
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the number of passengers the
American-built ferries can
carry on the rum to 100, to the
number of berths each has. The
regulations do not apply to voy-
ages of less than 24 hours,

The Wickersham, under Pana-
manian registry, is not bound by
Coast Guard regulations and
could carry a capacity load—
1,310 passengers—between
Seattle and Prince Rupert, But
Capt, H. J. Lockert, director of
the state Division of Marine
Transportation, an agency of
Strandberg’s department, said
the Wickersham would voluntar-
ily adhere to the berth limi-
tation policy “for the comfort of
the passengers,’”

The forelgn vessel is Master
than the American ferries and
possibly could make the run to
Seattle from Prince Rupert,

B,C,, in less than 24 hours, in
whleﬁmeﬁcmﬂd o

1,310 persons, but he vo

such :hmgs as ticket punches,
preprinted tickets, or other such
devices for more efficiency.

Dear Sir. 3. It appears ridiculous to put
s a ship on adown coast run with a
Re: Alaska State Ferry 100 passenger limit when our
System Alaska terminals have an eight
day backlog and the ship could
Alaska’s fledgling tourist be easing the Alaska jam-up and
industry, touted by many asone  carrying up to 500 limit.
of our major industries, is facing Other problems with the
& major setback this year. Service  State Ferry System, such as, the

for visitors on Alaska State
Ferries is poorer this season than
best efforts of our
and
station agents cannot keep these
ships on an impossible schedule,
80 our visitors find themselves

last. Even the

excellent ships’s crews

several hundred thousand deliar

requires deficit financing of over
$1,000,000.00 annually = and
other items will be covered
breifly in a later letter.

missing their connections on

both ends. A situation that | Sincerely,
hardly leads to enthusiastic R. R. “Bill” Auld g
referral to other potential
visitors.

Commissioner  Strandberg |
and Crew inherited the

management of a system that'is
difficult to operate efficiently
for several reasons. Some of the

major problems are:

1. Pursers have orders to step
vehiecle
debarking and ask for a portion
of ticket stub. Thisappears to be
an unnecessary delay and holds
up loading. Spot checks could be
made if necessary. Each vehiele
has a destination ticket on
windshield and is loaded for it's
making fraud

each person and

ticketed port
practically impossible,
2.  Overworked

Agents have to do so muech
writing to make up tickets that
one would think there were no

Station

goof for the additional unusable |
aufo-car deck, Why the system |

T e s p s

BE ON SEATTLE RUN NEXT

proved lnnger, it would take no
more than 400, the number of
its berths, he aald

The state now is modifying the
dock at Juneau so the Wicker-
sham can unload vehicles here,
& project to cost under $30,-
000,” sald Strandberg,
Presenﬂy, only foot passengers
can be accommodated at South-
eastern Alaska ports, with the
exception of Haines, because the
Wickersham takes on vehicles
through the bow or side doors at
the stern, whereas the ‘‘Mala-
spina’’-class ferries load
through side doors amidships.
A dolphin connected to the
existing dock by & catwalk is
being constructed at Juneau so
the Wickersham can be moved
ahead and secured with its stern
doors opposite the transfer
bridge, This same type of work
is necessary at the other South-

to T Mmm
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year only at Juneau and Ketchi-
kan, Strandberg sald,

Ketchikan is proving to be a
problem, saild Lockert, because
the state has already ml.de full
use of its property there and
must obtain land from private

0
RUPERT

in its operations by the Jl:alle.l'k

Act,

Reglstering a foreign-built ship
under the American flag doesnot.
exempt it from the Jones Act,
which prohibits the use of such
vessels in American mtorport’i

partles for any additionsl expan~ ‘trade, <

sion. .
Dock work is to be undertsken
at Haines this year which will
permit ferries to tie up there
from either side. At present’
they can only land with star-
board side to the dock. ot oy
Strandberg estimated this work
at ‘‘under $60,000."” tiod
At congrassloml hearings this
week on bills to exempt the
Wickersham, as is, from J’“‘I
Act restrtct!ons Ior three yi
congressmen wanted to know
what modifications would be:
necessary to bring the vesselin-
to compliance with U.S, safety
standards, and a top Coast.
Guard officer said such a dﬁi’-‘
mination could be made by Sep=!
tember. RO0
At his news conference Frm o
Gov. Walter J, Hickel i
once again the Wickersham 1sh
the safest of ships, and he indi-
cated the state would not me
it to obtain American registra-
&n. M
“We don’t think we’re going to'
seek that,”” he said. ifsads
Earlier, Strandberg had said:
there would be no advantage in
obtaining American registry if
the ship were still to be limited

i ekt sA
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Since the start of the M.V, Wickersham docking at Sitka the Sitka Bus Lines have run a mini-tour of’
Sitka points of interest for the passengers. All this takes place in the two hours that the vessel is in
Sitka. The tour includes the Russian Mission, Sheldon Jackson Museum and Campus, Visitor Center
at the National Monument. A more complete tour takes place in the morning for the plane. Gene and
Jan Pruitt manage the Sitka Bus Lmes and -hneou;iuets&he tour. About 200 Wickersham passengers
usually malmt.out. e
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The local Longshoreman’s
union has refused to tie up any
state ferries befween now and
Sept. 23, when the case between
the city and the union will be
heard in court.

At the suggestion of the
Chamber of Commerce, City
Manager Herb Lehfeldt had
offered to return to the terms of
the old agreement until a court
settlement was reached and had
made allowance forextra men to
tie up the Wickersham (which is
longer than the other ferries),
but the wunion unanimously
voted to reject the offer.

But Joe Guy, president of the
local union, said this morning
that the group would be meeting
tonight with its attorney Gil
dohnson and that “we’re still
open o suggestion.”

Guy called an earlier proposal
by Lehfeldt ‘“completely
unacceptable.” The city manager
had offered to pay retirement
and fringe benefits for the union
members for two years, but
would at the same time
terminate all relations and tie up
ferries with city personel.

“That couldn’t happen,” the
union official said, “there’s a city
ordinance against  paying
someone who doesn’t work for
you.”

Lehfeldt said that he is not
aware of such an ordinance,
adding thal he was sure the city
eouncil would be “receptive to
any proposal we might make
along these lines.” If necessary,
he pointed out, an emergency
ordinance could be passed to

enable the city to pay the
benefits.
Guy said that the total

amount involved would be about
$5,000 or a little more.

Under the unofficial auspices
of the Chamber of Commerce,
negotiations between the city
and the union have been going on
since Aug. 2. According to
Robert Horchover, chairman of a
special chamber committee
appointed to look into the tie-up
problem at the Juneau City
Terminal, the committee first
held separate meetings with the
eity manager, longshoremen
representatives, and Bill Morrice
of the Alaska Steamship Co.

Horchover then asked if the
city and longshoremen would
meel logether with the chamber
acting as an interested third
party. and with no publicity or
public statements from any side.

Longshoremen S s TR
At Loggerheads

Closed Meetings Produce No Results

Both parties agreed and met Aug.
2, to discuss the conditions of
future meetings and the desired
goal.

In a written report to the
Chamber, Horchover noted that
the union submitled a written
proposal to Lehfeldt, on Aug. 7.
The proposal was subsequently
rejected at an Aug. 16 meeling.
According to Guy, the union’s
position was, and still is that the
only acceptable solution is to
draw up a contract on the same
terms as the former agreement,

According to the Horchover
report of the Aug. 16 meeting,
Lehfeldt felt that the city’s
position had changed since Aug.
7 because the National Labor

Relations Board filed in an
Anchorage court for an
injunction against the
longshoremen.

The city manager then

offered to pay the fringe benefits
and retirement for two vyears.
Since the union felt this to be
unacceptable, Chamber prisident ,

Dick Forrest made the
suggestion that the ecity and
union work under the old

agreement until the time of the
court hearing. This was accepted
by the city and rejected by the

JUNEATU DOCK STRIKE

union members.

The rejection of this offer is
still a qualified one, Guy
indicated, saying that the union
will determine nothing definite
until it has met with Johnson
tonight.

The conflict between city and
union has been going on since
April when Lehfeldt notified
union members that in the future

he would be using city
employees to tie up the ferries!
In protest, the wunion has

picketed city hall and moved its
picket line to the city dock when
a ferry came in as a “‘test case on
July 2.

Members of the Inland
Boatmen’s union who man the
ferries have refused to cross the
longshoreman’s picket lines and
the state has been docking all
ferries at the state’s Auke Bay
terminal.

On July 1 the city requested
the National Labor Relations
Board to step into the case and
on Aug, 14 a NLRB
representative filed in the
Anchorage courl for an
injunction against the
Longshoremen. The case will be
heard in Anchorage Sept. 23.

Agree T

The Longshoremen have
agreed to tie up the state ferries
at City Dock until September
30, if city officials will meet
with  Union represenlalives
under the auspices of the State
Department ol Labor.

According to local union
president Joe Guy, the demand
for another meeting grew out of
the final sentence of the letter
to Guy-from City Manager Herb
Lehfeldt. The closing sentence
reads: “‘as in the past, the City
remains willing to meet with
representatives of Local 16
upon their request.”

*They've never mel with us
al our request,” Guy said,
adding that the union has tried
on several occasions Lo sel up a
conference.  The  president
pointed oul thal all previous
meelings have been al Lthe
insistance ol a third parly, such
as’ the Chamber of Commerce.

tf city «offigizls siree Lo Lthe

Longshorem en

Y

o Tie Up

stipulations set out by the
longshoremen, ferry service
should resume September 1.
The longshoremen would be
employed under the terms of

the old agreement with pay
rates, fringe benefits and
manning the same as those

observed before January
1968, except that

1,

of the Wickersham will require
two additional men.

“Lehfeldt hasn’t changed his
mind at all,” Guy said this
morning, “we've had to change
alot.”

In his letter he asked Lhal the

city advise the union_
immediately  whether - or “net™
they would meet with the

Longshoremen. **We are eager
to restore ferry service Lo Lhe
porl of Juneau withoul any
future labor dispule between
the city and 1.L.W.U. Local 16.
Guy’s Iotter coneliodnd

the city:
would recognize that the tie up’

BAT) AT QUA UpaW  EmmyYn w ey ryeg g b REIS Y

“Wed., Aug. 26, 1969- — Seattle Intelligencer
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Alaska State Ferries’ Seattle business will keep
warming up as winter draws nigh. By this time next
month the ferries will be running two trips a week out of
Seattle. Before the year ends, Alaska’s ex-Swedish glam-
orship, the Wickersham, will be making weekly calls
here.

That's the word from Capt. Herbert (Red) Lockert,
director of Alaska’s Division of Marine Transport.

Lockert told us of the ferry system plans as he
paused here, on his way fo look at a new ship Alaska.is
having built in Indiana. New plans, just approved by
Alaska Gov. Walter Hickel, call for the Taku to join the
Malaspina in Seattel service, with departures every Sat
urday and Wednesday beginning Sept. 21. The Malaspina
and Takun are 353-foot sister ships.

THE WICKERSHAM WILL START her Seattle calls.
hopefully, early in November. That date depends some-
what on the Port of Seattle’s completion of the new Alas-
ka Ferry Terminal at Pier 48. The Port had been push=
ing fo have the terminal operating by October, but the
metal trades strike here delayed work on the fransfer
bridge. As a foreign-built ship, of course, the Wicker=
sham will have to deliver her passengers to Prince Ru-
pert, B.C., for transfer to other boats for the rest of the
trip north to Southeast Alaska ports.

ALASKA'S BIG PLANS for Seaftle mirror Hickel's
confidence—and hope—for the business we can generate
here. Two ships a week should put it up to the Puget

Sound country to produce. Lockert tells us, “We think
the potential's here. We're going to find out how good it
is.” Backing up Alaska’s confidence, Lockert reminds
us, is the fact that since they started regular Seattle
service last Dec. 13, the ferries have been booked solid
every voyage ouf of here,

-,

MISSED BOA T—Stephen Schnelder of Berkeley, Calif, ,andhiswife,

ean, are shown in the Wrangell ferry terminal after being ques-
ned by a customs man after staying behind when the state ferry !
‘Wickersham left, Federal law prohibits the Norwegian-bullt ferry
ol L iR ATy roicd
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Alaska Ferry

An outstanding MEBA memorandum of un-
derstanding has been signed with the State of
Alaska’s Transportation
(""I’l- of Public Works), Distriet No. 1-Pacifie
“.oast District, MEBA Exec, Vice Pres. C. A. Black

announced this month.

Division of Marine

Among the provisions of the memorandum
2

which cover licensed e ngineer:

Wickersham.

s on

Alaska’s MV
dare .
“It is agreed there shall be two (2)

complete
eréws and the manning scale for e

ach crew shall be:
1—Chief Engineer (non-watchstander)

1—Ist Assistant Engineer (non-watchstander)

=—2nd Assistant Engineers (watchst: anders)

l-i_l’r"[ Assistant E ngineer (non-watchst: ander)

t1s agreed the monthly w age scale shall be:
Monthly Daily Rate Hourly Overtime

L3 ¥ Rate 12 Hours Rate Ratle
hiei I-__n::nn-r $1,517.95 5105.12 $8.76 $13.14
.lst ‘.'\'.‘\il“\llllit Engineer $1,213.19 5 B4.00 ;;T.ﬂﬂ ;!;"‘0
“Bd Assistani Engineer $1,143.47 $ 79.20 ‘?{i.ﬁﬂ ; 9‘;0
Jrd Assistant Engineer § 980.00 $ 67,92 '.“-Iili ; 8.:13
Satlective June 12, 1968 neers Benefic 1al Association
thEourh 1968 until _[u].\, 1, members shall not lose any
269t which time increases “”m; pnd privileges daey
I aVe as 'nite ) ¥ 3
R0t il apply, 10W have as United States

seamen . on
vessels.”

“ » United States
It is agreed Marine Engi- g s

:AVES 2 BEHI

A Berkeley, Callf, realtor and
:uum_ }I_ulced their boat here

Monday.
And since the ship was the
Norweglan-built state Ferry
Wickersham, they found them-
selves with a problem,

The federal Jones Act prohibits

CIWEITHETY OF My

D

the Wickersham from letting
passengers off at American
ports unless they got on at a
Canadian port. It prohibits the
use of foreign-built ships for
carrying passengers or freight
between Amearican ports,

“We wrote the ferry system
several months ago and were

ured we could get off any-
re we wanted,”” Stephen E.
Schneider said.

He and his wife, Jean, drove
up the Alaska Highway to Haines
where they boarded the Wicker-
sham,

“‘One of the crewmen told us
we couldn’t get off except at
Prince Rupert,’”’ Mrs. Schieider
sald. ‘“But when we talked to
the man in charge, he said
we could get off anywhere we
wanted.”

The Schnelders got off the
Wickersham when it arrived
here Monday. They had hoped to
use their transfer pass to go
north to Petersburg and then con-
tinue their trip south,

But ferry officials explained the
pass was only good for south-
bound ships, They spent the
night in Wrangell

“We had no idea that we

couldn’t get off the ferry,”
Schoeider said.

Sitka Cltv Council

F erry S ervice C omplaints

The city of Sitka voted last
night (Tuesday) to send
commissioner of public works
Harold Stranberg a letter stating
“complete dissatisfaction” with
the Ferry service for Sitka for
next summer.

The Councilmen said there
were enough ships and more
could be done for Sitka. One
additional Ferry per week had
been requested but it was denied
by Strandberg’s office.

Commissioner of Public Works.

Dear Mr. Strandberg:

Sitka’s citizens are appalled over
the apparent lack of concern
your office has demonstrated
toward providing our city with
better ferry service for the
summer season of 1969, (Please
refer to our letter of September
7)

Alaska’s Marine Highway has
been in operation some six years
now and as equal stockholders
with other southeast cities, Sitka
has certainly not received its
share of the dividends. Our best
service was achieved during the
1966—67 summer season with
two interport vessels (2 NB)2SB
stops) a week))only to have one
stop chooped from the schedule
by your office for the 1968
summer season with the pleading
promise of improved service for
the coming year.

A deligation of seven men
traveled to Juneau recently at
your request to personally
discuss Sitka's marine highway
peeds and ways of meeting them.
On the basis of a meeting in our

'
office with your Mr. Urquhart |

and Mr. Dixon on August 30, it
was suggested that an additional
vessel (1 NB—1SB stop) for Sitka
may necessarily be at the
expense of a presently scheduled
vessel INB—1SB stop) inte
Petersburg and Wrangell. Even
with this adjustment effected,
Petersburg and Wrangell will still
enjoy twice the weekly service
(4NB—4SB stops) we have here
in Sitka, with half the population
and only a fraction of the visitor
attractions and economic needs.
stka depends more heavily
on the marine highway then any
other southeast city. Yel, we

have conceeded and
compromised since 1962 fto
assure all other southeast

communites maximum service.
We think you'll agree it is “our
turn”.

w are well aware of the
political implications involved
and expect to see them seriously
compounded if Sitka does not
receive some consideration in the
form of improved ferry service
from the Marine Highway
System for out 1969 summer
season.

i
:
!
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Ferry service for Sitka for
summer.

he Councilmen said there
' enough ships and more
d be done for Sitka. One
tional Ferry per week had
requested but it was denied
irandberg’s office.
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Sitka’s citizens are apy
the apparent lack of
your office has den
toward providing our
better ferry service
summer season of 196
;efer to our letter of S
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Alaska’s Marine Higl
been in operation som
now and as equal sto
with other southeast ci

has certainly not re

share of the dividends.
service was achieved d
196667 summer sea
two interport vessels (:
stops) a week))only to
stop chooped from the
by your office for |
summer season with the
promise of improved s
the coming year.

A deligation of se
traveled to Juneau re



} ‘DeasMr. Henri:
. Your letter of last Thursday,
. which appeared in the Jufieau
"-Ma Empire, has been read
with interest.
e undersigned is the guy
o, politically speaking, “stuck
his neck a country mile” in
to push through the
lature his conviction that a
arly  scheduled surface
msportation system through
fheast Alaska connecting
the mainland highway
ork at Prince Rupert was a
. if we were to have
gressive, orderly

one end of Alaska to the
doing his best to convince
rity of Alaska’s voters that
bonding proposal to
plish same should be
foved. The people of Alaska,
slim majority, approved.
the people of the present
ernor’'s home town voted
the proposal by a majority
‘or 5 to one. One of the chief
ns for this was a negative
ort by a local Chamber of
Commerce Committee, of which
he present Governor was one of

he active members. The present
-%missioner of Public Works,

nd the overseer of the State
Division of Marine
Transportation, also threw cold
water on the project. His chief
argument was that the proposal

to create the Marine
Transportation System hadn’t
been ‘‘studied” enough.

Also, in 1960 and again in
1962, the writer of this letter
foursquare in  his
viction and traveled from one
md of Alaska to the other,
péaking against proposals to
pove Alaska’s Capital to a place
h of the Gulf of Alaska. The
prberations of that crusade, or
ather, those crusades on the part
this writer, still reverberate
atively against this writer, in
hese parts.

" The writer of this letter
reed with agroup of interested
peau officials and residents
it if they provided a new
National Guard Armory at some
fable location, the state would
over the existing Armory to
ity of Juneau for whatever
me'™ Uses the .peopls of
japeau decided upon. There
gre no Federal or State funds

lable and no authority
stsoever for turning said
ory over to the City of
au without assurance that
funds would be provided to
the state a new armory. |
sly doubt that federal

10% contingency fund was alﬁ

added. As a result of these
concerted analyses, a genersl =
obligation bond proposal calling

for authorization of issuance of
$15.500,000 in such bonds, was.
placed on the 1966 general
election ballot. The people
approved that proposal. And it
was sold to the people of Alaska
on the basis that the state would
call for construction of the two
subject vessels. ,

Imagine the surprise them,
when the new administration
started talking about
constructing “‘three or four™
smaller vessels with the money
that had been authorized by the
people of Alaska to build twa
vessels. To make a long story
short our ‘‘courageous and
creative” governor dilly dallied
for more than one year. More
than one precious construction
cost year slipped by—with ne
action whatsoever taken (0
remedy an already deteriorating
situation. (The previolls
administration had planned to be
to bid by February 1967.) Had
the bids been called for in early
1967, the much needed ship we
had planned for would have been_
well on the way Lo construction
completion at this time, and on
the run in early 1969. That isa
far cry from the two extra years
you referred to in your letter.
And Alaska would have had &
ship specifically constructed for
the trade.

Along about March, 1968 our
‘‘Courageous”  governor
apparently paniced. An Alaska
entourage began touring Europe.
The Governor announced thata
Finnish “‘Dream” ship had been
found. Something apparentiy
went wrong with that, thoug
Next on the program, the
Governor was toying with
rebuilding a couple of Liberty
freighters. Next he had found a
vessel of German vintage that
was to be the answer of our

Marine Highway  systems
prayers. Then, suddenly, @&
Swedish vessel, the Steni
Brittanica, became the greald
thing afloat.  Apparently,
nothing but a  cursol

examination was made of this
ship. It was, indeed, a beautiful
/iship. But no considaral.iom
sgiven to calling M U.S.
Guard personnel or others, forat
least a general inspection of the
ship and its construction plans:
was purchased, period. Ej
though our Chief Executive wa
well aware that a Federal Law,
the Jones Act, stood squarely in
the way of the announced
schedule he had planned for the

~

e ——

_ (ED. NOTE: The following letter is unusually long and would
s ordinarily not be published for that reason. Because of the
prominence of the writer and the acute interest in t
extraordinary exception is being made.) o
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The writer of this letter
conferred with several public
servants relative to authorization
of funds to purchase a site for a

new capital building. A

“resolution authorizing such a
purchase was to have been
presented to the 1967 session of
the Alaska Legislature.

. (Representative Bill Ray, for

‘one, participated in the
discussions with me on the above
subject.)

% To go back to the armory
question for a moment. Wasn’t
the question of providing funds
for this project put to the voters
of Juneau at a recent election?

. Didn’t the voters turn the

| ' proposal down?

s With respect to the vessel
known as the “Wickersham’’ you

state he (our present
| *‘courageous =and  creative
~Governor’”’) has not only

+ hastened by two years the advent
wiof an additional and much
~ needed vessel on the southeast
run, but more importantly, he
« has added a magnificent vessel to
© our State’s already impressive
" fleet.”
' Let us examine the factuality
" of your statement with respect
“'to the foreign ship purchased by
ithe Governor. First off, in 1965
“my administration decided that
other vessels would have to be
Vadded to Alaska’s Marine
% Highway System.  Staff
‘conferences between the people
S of the Division of Marine
Transportation, Department of
Administration and myself, were
held on the subject. Discussion
were held with representatives of
Naval  architectural firms,
shipbuilders, ship operalors
(including Canadians), etcetera.
It was decided by all concerned
that Alaska needed Lwo
; additional vessels. It was further
. decided that one of these vessels
¢ would be a 750 passenger ship
¢ for the southeast run. The other
would be a ‘“‘Malaspina” class
vessel for Lhe southeentral coast
service, and the M/V Tuslemena
+ would be used on an “at large”
basis over Alaska's coastline.
Bids received back in the early
1960’s were closely re-examined.
Using those bids as a guideline.
escalated construction cosls
were added covering 1962, 1963,
1964, 1965, 1966 and 1967, A

P ——T
“adtocated

long

amendment or outright appeal ., |

the Jones Act, nevertheless, we
are a land of law, not men. When
a Chief Executive believes a law
is bad, he must not defy the
law—he must go through the
proper process for changing that
law--even if that proper process
involves more fime than
snapping indignant fingers at
Congress and maligning Alaska's
Senior Senator, Bob Bartlett.

With respect to this entire
matter, 1 feel a considerable
injustice  has been done
Chairman Edward Garmatz of
the Congressional Commitlee an
Merchant Marine and Fisheries.
The story has been spread far and
wide throughout Alaska that
Chairman Garmatz opposes @
waiver for the Swedish hull te
operate on the Alaska Marine
Highway System. The fact is that
Mr. Garmatz many weeks ago
clearly indicated that if the State
of Alaska would agree Lo place
the ship under American
Registry and certify that she
meels American safely
regulations, there shouldn’t be
much of a problem in obtaining
congressional approval of a
waiver. And what, may 1 ask, is
wrong with that?

How can we as a Sovereign
State, require compliance with
State of Alaska Safety
requirements in industrial and
other fields, and cry our eyes out
because Uncle Sam expects us Lo
live up to Federal safety
regulations in the field of water
commerce?

The Wichersham has already
cost the taxpayer of Alaska a
hefty penny. Original purchase
price. extra parts, bringing the
ship to the United States, salaries
and other costs of traveling and
living expenses for public
employees who traveled Lo and
from and through Europe--all
these things undoubtedly add up
to close to $7,500,000. By the
time all terminal modifications
have been completed on a
permanent  basis, when all
necessary modifications of the
ship itsell have been made on the
vessel itselfl to make if fully
efficient and fully functional and
in compliance with U. 8. safety
requirements, Alaskans might
well have at least: 510,500,000

_w-gfw.mm.'
‘Brittannica purchase. :
Like so many things we meet

X
Ly

¢ along life’s highway, the beauly
of ships if oftentimes only skili’
b deep. 1
I cannot help but join thosa
who feel the Swedish vessd
purchase reflects the height "fi
mismanagement and  fiscal
L irresponsibility. It is, however. "
ours. We must all do everything ¥
possible to see that a sufficient
heavy allocation of funds ape’
made available to bring the®
Swedish vessel up (o
specifications that will permits

her to proudly fly the American®
and Alaska flags. :

The sad thing, though is that *,
the Stenna Brittannica Epis-od&q
need never have become a part of
Alaska’s history. There were
enough funds approved by the
voters in 1966 to provide two
great ships for Alaska's Maring}
Highway System. But because of§
bungling followed by panie,’
Alaskans will have only one
highly questionable bottom to
show for a great portion of the
funds available.

As you can see, Joe, I did nof
agree with much of what you
said in your letter. You car
probably brush my views off as’
being “politically inspired.” Bul?
to me, politics has always been’
good government combined with?
truth as against fiction.

Sincerely,

William A. Egan

(Former Goyernor
[D% of Alaska)

. - e e
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BUT WICKY’S
SOME LADY

oh

HAROLD BERGMANN "

By
Exodus: 9v14 “For I will at'
thls time send all my plaguss’
« o o4 After last week, the
above words would seem &0
apply to the Wickersham. What'
else may go wrong will, un-"
doubtedly, depend upon the Lord,

Maybe all the Wickersham’s
problems are due to her statell-
ness. Like a beautiful step<’
sister, she has created an aurg
of jealousy. She s prettier,
She is faster (this may be creat=
ing some of the trouble), Sha
doesn’t call at the same ports,
She flles more flags than any
ship In the ferry fleet, She's'!
been to Europe. She brought"
back a little of that continental
air, She’s a little bit ﬁ:‘lvoloul.'

| 8he’s been registered and re-

registered, and she absolutely
refuses to stop trying to please,

Any talk of her being the firsh
 relredgren a
Fleet
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‘Wacky’
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WICKY DRAWS %7
IC.G. FIRE :
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A g (l l’l PWASHINGTON, D.C. (SPECIALM

'\'"Z AU (AP)

ikofl Bay today after a }Pak"
loped n the steering room,

j—The c f-rnm'muia it of the United®
States Coast Guard told Sem
ELles Bartiett by letter this we :

that the new state ferry Wicker=
sham, in his m‘imutlun will
have to be extens sively rebull

The fe rr\ I
anchored

rsham

was

oast Guard cutter and g and that the Coast C uardoprﬂ,bes
ipter were enroute mLIan legisiation that would waive
the scene, beloW US, safety requirements far

fam Strait, 120 miles north=ine -,eﬁ i
of *hikan. I Almiral W.J. Smith had been |
Guard and Staté) Invited h;.- Senator Bartlett to
of Public Work§l€aem ment on t"-\' 0 legislative | !
of the ship and the pas<\proposals before Congress. One
was not threatened. bill would authorize documenta- |

works commissiondr Hen of the Wickersham as a
D. Strandbers said the ¥8s vessel for three years;
rred around thia M€ other would permit operse

The rise of wateps 408l of the Wickersham as a

o 3 ristered vessel be=

rment could be IOTeln- Tt . 3
tween U, ports. The state {5

said, as long as;

. the
ionless, but the ;

Norweglan-bufff

tlpﬁi ating
ker between Prince

en the ship ab:f; , and Haines, Alags
ited Lo make hv;id\-.'l:n' Kka,

said the ship could make Adm. Smith says neither bill|

) Dul was awailmg | purports to exempt the Wickepe

[ ps o preveill 'sham from Coast Guard safety

: age to machinery &  regulations but there are two
am things to consider. If the ship, §

Is dogumented as a U.S. vessel

it must meet safety requiré=’

ments, If it is allowed to oper-

ate 85 a foreign vessel it would!
not even have to comply with

international safety require-
menats under its Panamanian}
regislry so the Coast Guard

wg@g be opposed to that ap-
pr

T witheast Alaska Empire, Tuesday, August 6, 1968
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'ARED OR UNFAIR’

Pullock Scores
oaat Guard

Howard W. “The  tlestimony of (he
stinging Admiral was elusive and
itof the  gamaging by innuendo. The

ressed his  testimony is a disservice to the

mmance  State of Alaska and the people

s for his  who have ridden or will ride the
House  M.V.Wickersham,” he added
the Jones Act Pollock pointed out that none

1 Coast Guard of
e85 who testified before the

the reports filed with the
committee by the Department of

( was “either Commerce, Federal Maritime
e te \i'ff.'_\ or for Commission and Bureau of Lhe
J did so in a manner  Budget opposed his bills. On (e

irly jeopardized contrary, the reports were quife

'_'I\'dllllll for the Tlavorable.
Pollock called attention ‘&
illed the testimony the Department of Commerce f
Admiral Charles P report which said in !.
on his two bills to part”... beneficial effects fORN
ickle the M, V, Wicketsham  the Alaskan economys,|

rictive provision of
listurbing”

. Southeastern A laska
represents an unusual situatioh
and our present restrictiofff
appear to have effects upon that
area detrimental to its economig

rphy’s testimony
and qualified
€ construed to mean

implication

bhe MLV, Wickersham is an (iu\'f'lupmvlli.“
vee el Pallock wrote the . ; g
mantiant . - \ > VO P2P ) "

(1
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Coast Guard, as of now, is

pposed to went.tnn of the
foreign-bullt ferry Wickersham
on the grounds of safety, among
other things, according to the

, following letter received by

-

Sen, E,L, Bartlett and made
fvallable to the Preas;

This is in further response to
your letter of May 8, 1968 re-
questing Coast Guard commanh

‘on two drafts of bills to amend

the Jones Act to permit the

“State of Alaska to operate a
{foreign-built ferry between
. poru in Alaska and the State of

?W“

Washington.

The first of these drafts would
authorize and direct the Secre-
fary of Transportation to docu-

o Went as a vessel of the United

States, for three years, for op-
eration between ports in Alaska
and Washington, & foreign-built
ferry owned and operated by
the State of Alaska. The second
draft would permit such opera-
tion of the ferry as a foreign-
registered vessel. Either draft
if enacted, would in effect amend
46 U.S.C. # 289, which prohibits
2 foreign vessel from transport-
ing passengers between ports or
places In the United States.

Of primary concern to the
Coast Guard is the basic ques-
tion whether, no
the enactment of either draft,
the ferry can comply with muu-
mum safety requirements. Since
neither proposed bill purports
ko exempt the vessel from the
itatutory requiremeonts necess-
ary to the issuance of a certifi-
cate of inspection, certain sub-
Stantial prnctlcal problems,
Coast Guard
, should be

ed. For example, even granting
the docum proposed in
the first draft, the construction,
machinery, equipment and mg-
terials would have to be check-
ed for compliance with current
applicable United States laws
and regulations. This would
probably necessitate such mes-
sures s removal .:: structural
paneling, ceilings other con-
structlion components, in addi-
tion to the testing and certifica-
tion of construction materials,
Plans of the vessel, which we
understand to be the Norwegian
bullt M/V Britannica, are npot
presently avallable, but it is be-
lleved she 1s constructed sub-
stantially of wood; hence, Unit-
ed States raqulremeuts could
be met only with extensive re-
bullding, R “
The language o secon
draft obviates many of the in-
spection problems of the firgt
draft, If the vessel were regis-
tered in a country signatory to
dhe International Convention for
the Safety of Life at Sea, 1980
(SOLAS), she would be treated
as any othsr foreign vessel and
subjected only to the routine ex-
amination set forth in that con-
vention. The Coast Guard, how-
ever, has been pershtlng in
attempts to attain more sirin-
gent international safety re-
quirements for vessels, in order
to achieve maximum protoctlm
of life pnd property at sea,
Hence, absent other very com-
pelling considerations we are
opposed to legislation, such as
the second draft, which amounts
to & walver of the greater Unit-

ed States requirements.

_,_rm herewith for your

I.n.torrnutlm is a copy o!

ments furnished to the T
Merchant Marine and Fishe g
Committee in response to

request on several d’

has been a pleasure to by
Service to you mmﬁ
.  Sincerely yours, v

" QUESTIOREF™ =7

SAFETY AT SEA

B g

W.J, SMITH, Admiral =

Seartle,

Siar 5
Washipglon 98311
Telenhone: MU 2-4631

Coast Guard Joins
Bartlett F lag Forces

'he U.S. Coast Guard is
opposed to any legislation which
would permit the state of Alaska
to operate the M.V. Wickersham
Wwithout American Registry.

In a letter to Sen. E. L. (Bob)
Bartlett-D. Alaska, W.J. Smith,
Admiral, U.S. Coast Guard
Commandant wrote, “we are
opposed to legislation . . . which
amounts to a waiver of (he
greater (then SOLACE) United
States requirements.”

He was refering to the
legislation sought by Gov. Walter
J. Hickel, which would permit
the state to operate the ferry asa
froeign-registered vessel.

The Admiral cited concern
over safety standards as the
reason for the Coast Guard’s
stand. “Of primary concern to
the Coast Guard is the basic
guestion whether. .. the ferry
£an comply with' minimum
safety  requirements,” . Smith

wmh- § Tt
. TN EN L

By DIANA DUNCAN
Empire Staff Writer

If the ferry were registered in
a country which hasadopted the
International Convention for the
Safety of Life at Sea, 1960
(SOLACE) requirements she
would be “treated as any other
foreign vessel and subjected only
to the routine examination set

forth in that convention.” Smith
explained.
(The Wickersham is now

registered as a Panamanian vessel
and is under the SOLACE
regulations).

“The Coast Guard, however,
has been persisting in attempts to
altain more stringent
international safety
requirements for vessels, in order
to achieve maximum protection
of life and property at sea,” the
admiral continued.

Smith said that compliance
with Coast Guard requirements
would ““probably ne(essildte
such - measures s.s il of~

State
maintained throughout that the
Wickersham is a safe ship, ahd
that the SOLACE standards Sl't
virtually as stringent as the C r)axt.
Guard’s, if not more so.

other construction componénts
in addition to the
certification of
materials.”
“Plans of
not
continued, **
is constructed substantiallysefs
wood;
requirements could be met onlg
with extensive rebuilding.”

testing ‘ands
construction,
the vessel .. ape
presently available,” ‘he
but it is believed she.

hence, the United States

officials have

The Coast Guard statement

came as a response Lo a requesh

from Senator Bartlett who s
“firmly on the record ags
favoring amendment of the!
Jones Act to permit the

Wickersham to sec ure regi L'
* under ;hel flag of. th !&,
su-nmul ﬁ? tates.
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ﬁlitliershuni Back on Job
After Leak is Repaired .

The problem-plagued M/V¥
Wickersham is back on her
schedule again today. But lt
wi.sn’t easy.

Early Friday morning as the
Vicssel plowed along throudL
Cliatham Strait she Sprunga
leak when a plate covering .,
rudder pin came loose. The
pumps were unable to contain
the water while the vessel was
underway, so Capt. Ron Kutz
salled her into the placid water[
of Tebenkof Bay, anchored and
called for pumps.

A 9800-pound pump owned by
stewart-Erickson Gonstruction
was flown out to #v Wickersham
by Earl (Mile-High) Walker {n

his Temsco helicopter, That,

saved the day because with [t
operating the ship was able to
proceed to Prince Rupert with- *
further delay, sailing with
rudder. Repalrs were made .

In_ Prince Rupert.
Walker had some real pro-.
blems. As the first aircraft to

. land and take off from the new

airstrip it was seen that he.
earned the distinction. The
pump was so heavy that he was.
unable to lift off. So the wheels
and axles were removed and he
finally got away.

‘Because of the tremendous
welght, he was able to fly only
25 miles an hour to Wicker-
sham’s location off Chatham
Strait. He had intended to drop.
the pump, its discharge and sue-
tion hoses on the after deck of
the vessel. However, he de-

‘elded otherwise when t.he hun=

dreds of passengers insisted on
growding in to see the actiom,
2 sali. So he called Kutz on

e radlo and asked that a life-
boat be lowered. As that WRS |
being done, he flew to the beach
to lighten the load. This was,
done by taking off the hose and
other gear, leaving only the
pump slung to the aircraft,
‘This, carried on a ‘‘belly hook™

lightly placed aboard the life-

at, Then he returned to the
Qesch for the remaining gear
and as the passengers were
ﬁlred away from the after deck

watch the lifeboat he ‘‘sneak-
€d"” in and dropped his final
lpad,

But the tenseness wasn’t over
for Walker and his trusty
Wwhirlybird, Because of the
heavy load he was running dan-
gerously low on fuel, He had
some some distance away,

eached in a cove, He called on

bis radio, stating that if he
Wwasn’t back in contact within 30
minutes that someone should run

‘some gas out.

However, he made it to the
cache, took 15 gallons and
whirled away to Totem Bay

. Where he filled up.
. State officials sald the vessel \

no time was in danger
€ as had been report

en all pre-
r such an

epjergBncy, These licluded Te-
moval of all lifeboat covers and

_other precautions,

It has been said that the vessel

18 safe as can be because of the

numerous compartments that'
cen be sealed off In event of
emergency. In thise case the'
rudder room was sealed off to
prevent water from entering the
englne room, ~
Because of the continuing diﬂlg_‘\
cultles of the luxury vessel, one
wag here remarked Tuesday:
“What they should name her 18
Quinine, for she is a bitter pﬂ.l"
to swauow." .
Meanwhile, Dick Kito con-
ecocted a special cocktail which
he s now giving away at his es-

tablishment, It is called ‘‘Hick-

el on the Rocks,”” It consists |

“of one very cold cube of glacial .

ice served In a tall glass. It
has become a crowd-pleaser,

‘PAGE 8A—PETERSBURG PRESS, Wednesday, Aug, 14, 1968

1

._ =
05 st LA

Nl ':-'51?“

T

—qrr=

Wickersham on J

CRIPPLED WICKERSHAM—This is the Alaska State ferry MJV
'Wl‘ckersham as she appeared while waiting help to pump oit her
Steering room last Friday, Here she is simwn Anchored in Teb-
enkof Bay, Lifeboat seen just aft of midships is unloading 900~
Pound pump which was flown by helicopter from Petersbufg.
'Phte over rudder pin was sald to have slipped, causifg the
steering room to flood. Pump was flown in by Earl (Mile :ﬂgh;
W_,..lkti in his Temsco helicopter,

—Petersburg Press Phote

DISABLED FERRY LINER—This is the ferry Wickersham as she
lay anchored in Tebenkof Bay Friday, her steering room floodsd
because her pumps could not discharge water fast enougli, Note®
eboat just aft of midships. At the moment it was offioadiing 200~
spound pump to help clear the steering room of water. The pump
was landed in the lifeboat by Earl (Mile High) Walker, Patersburg,
helicopter operator. Later the vessel got under way and still lat-
er repairs were completed and she is now back calling at the vars
fous ports, sans Petersburg., Note uncovered lifeboats and passen-
gers lining rails, —Petersburg Press Photo

Job After Repair of Leak




KETCHIKAN’S CHUCK JENSEN watches as helmsman in the Pilot Hous
steers the vessel with airplane-like “driving” wheel. '

MASSIVE CROWDS greeted the inaugural voyage of the
vessel af Ketchikan and Juneau.

ON INSPECTION TOUR of the Wickersham, legislators and
members of the press look over the Wickersham'’s car deck and
the ramps which can drop down to give the ship still another
deck for parking vehicles.

AFT OF THE SHIP'S
ROOMY caofeteria s/
this popular sun deck
where pasengers can
eat, play cards, or just|
relax and enjoy Alas-
E Iu‘a mnrl:ccled | scenery.

ELUXE STATEROOM ACCOMMODATIONS aboard the Alaska ferryli
V Wickersham include berths which convert to comforl'able and spa
loungmg seats in daymne. Rooms cli% include showers,
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"Wickersham To Serve maintained to carry freight The Wickersham, under Pan- FERR—.Y FGRANT SEEN:

vans, which the Norwegian- amanian registry, is not bound R

. seatﬂe'P'R' In Fall built Wickersham is prohibited by C.G. regulations and could WASHINGTON, D.C. (SPECIAL)

JUNEAU — A question which from handling by the Jones Act, carry a capacity load 1,310 __U.S. Rep. Howard W. P‘m'c&

many have been asking was Strandberg said. passengers between Seattle and R-Alaska, Says ‘;"af’;f‘ T:_'. to
answered in Alaska recently. “The Seattle run, inaugurat-  Prince Rupert. But Capt. H B eligible for a feders’ &' 2

What will the State of Alaska
do with its new ferryliner Wick-
ersham when the heavy summer
traffic subsides in the fall?

“We plan to run her between
Seattle and Prince Rupert — to
feed the other vessels,” said
Commissioner of Public Works
Harold Strandberg.

The present weekly run of
one of the state’s three U.S.-
built ferries to Seattle would be

ed last December, has been
highly successful with the ves-
sels booked solid every trip,”
he said.
Passengers Limited

Coast Guard regulations lim-
it the number of passengers the
American-built ferries can car-
ry on the run to 100, to the
number of berths each has. The
regulations do not apply to voy-
ages of less than 24 hours.

Lockert, director of the state
division of marine transportas
tion, an agency of Strandberg's
department, said the Wicker-
sham would voluntarily adhere
to berth limitation policy “for
the comfort of the passengers.™

The foreign vessel is faster
than the American built ferries
and possibly could make the run
to Seattle from Prince Rupert
in less than 24 hours.

FERRY PASSENGERS EATING VEGETABLES GROWN IN ALASKA

JUNEAU—Alaskan agriculture
took a glant step forward last
month when trial offerings of
Alaskan-grown vegetables won

ka marine‘ highway system,

Gov. Walter J. Hickel said.

The first shipments of lettuce,

romaine, cabbage, radishes and
10 1 DY m

. %re in the world,” Hickel
id, “With plans for larger .
storage facilities and with the !

resulting fave prices .

Juneau for the ferries a few

weeks ago. Within the next few
weeks, celery, carrots and
gsﬂh frozen peas will be added |

finance part of the cost of cons
gtructing new ferries. . 2
In a letter to Gov. Walter J%
Hickel, Pollock sald: 8
§ «n my continuing gearch foT!
! means to alleviate these prﬁi-'l
E,lems, I lear:ted mt alff'o“?n

» KTaska 1§ ' & unique situation,
we may very well_quallfy to re-
gelve a grant for ferries for

‘-the marine highway system {rom
the Urban Mass Transit Admin=

“gstration.’”’ 2
. Pollock sald he was consider-

1';&! encouraged as a result of

! ] discussions with Robert Me-
i Manus, director

of project
: evelopment, UMTA.
| The state of Washington Te=
fGently received a grant from

UMTA in excess of $15 million
for assistance in construcling
four new ferry‘wessels to mod-
_ernize its fleet, o~ = 0 K

in every part of the state ars
mtoubo stocking home -grown
regetables.

i produce and




|
].

——w—rTen L

ERMALEE HICKEL, Alaska’s
on the bow of the yessel and re

First Lady, delivers a mighty WHA-A-A-A‘-C.K,_-‘

ristening the ship the M/V

WICKERSHAM, +

the M/V Wickersham. Vessel ; -
includes open as ‘well
observation areas for the convenience
of passengers.

protected

—ALASKA AIRLINES PHOTO BY BOB SPRING |

l"’?ﬂﬂﬂs the traditional magnum of champagne

- R

IN ENGINE CONTROL ROOM below decks, visitors look over
maze of communications, safety dnd mechanical controls and f
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APPROPRIATE COSTUME—Dressed in a life preserver and
| “shipwreck” pants and carrying a sign, “Sink The Jones Act”
and “Cut the Red Tape”, Walt Smith of Prince Rupert, B.C.,
was the winner of the costume party aboard the M/V Wicker-
Sham during the inauvgural voyage. He is shown being con-
 gratulated by Gov. Walter J. Hickel and presented with his

‘ prize—a bottle of champagne.

» "__"_ P

WICKERSHAM CHRISTENING—Mrs. Walter J. Hickel
smashed a bottle of champagne on the bow rail of the M/V
Wickersham during re-christening ceremonies at Juneau. More
than 2000 persons turned out to welcome the vessel and take
part in the ceremonies following the inaugural voyage. Mrs.
Ruth Allman, niece of Judge Wickersham, was co-christener.
Western Airlines Photos.
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Dock B
Strike

The city of Juneau has asked
fthe local branch of the,
| Longshoreman’s union Lo tie upy
ferries under the _old
arrangement, until a permanent
‘settlement is reached, | the
| Chamber of Commerce Ivarnaﬁ
alits Thursday noon meeting.
Joe Guy, President of the'
local Longshoreman’s union said
that he could not comment on'
the request until he had metwith)
union members, ki W

“It’s their decision, Shwty
mine,” he said. City Manager
Herb Lehfeldt also refused i
comment until a decision |jad
been reached. He said that the
cily and longshoremen have begn
diseussing the matter “‘for smgl
lim'l

amber of Lummem

#" er Bob Wells said 104

lmthe Chamber has no offi
in Lhe du.tua.uu bul s
intmuﬂed Yina umu:

|
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It’s the newest, fastest most spacious
ship in Alaska waters. Alaskans call it a ferry-
liner — and of course it is — but travel
agents, travel writers and steamship buffs who

| have seen the vessel ask how many other
“ferries” there are which can boast a deluxe
' ining salon, spacious cafeteria, two posh cock-
Ll lounges, dance floor, carpeted decks
#doors, a tinted roof top-deck sun veranda,
Hus interior observation and sitting lounges

"ne in the style of a European hotel.

E It’s the newest ferryliner in southeast
#laska — the Motor Vessel Wickersham. It

‘§an accommodate more than 1,000 passengers,

';rus berths for 384, and can carry 140 vehicles.

Formal inaugural voyage of the Wicker-
sham took place earlier this summer — and a
happy, gala voyage it was, too. Members of the
;::gress, the legislature, and civic officials repre-
senting their respective communities from ali
over Alaska iravelled to Prince Rupert to take

part in the two-day sailing.

_ Climax of the trip was at Juneau where
Ermalee Hickel, wife of Governor Walter J.

HIGHWAY RIBBON CUTTING—Gov. Walter J. Hickel, fol-
lowing the Canadian custom, “purchased” the scissors used in
this ribbon cutting “opening” from Prince Rupert Mayor Peter
bwester for one penny. The Alaska super-highway runs from
Prince Rupert; B.C., to Southeastern Alaska ports. Others of
the official party are seén om the speaker’s platform.

Hickel, ofricially re-christened the vessel the
M 'V Wickersham.

Concensus of everyone aboard the voy-
age: It'sa magnificent vessel, a proud addition

to the Alaska Marine Highway System.

NEW ALASKAN was aboard. Here arc
pictures — unless otherwise indicated, by
Alaska Travel Division’s Fred Belcher — of
some of the ceremonies which took place. Morc
important, here arc pictures showing you

I

“your’ latest purchase - the accommoda-

tions, the facilities, the luxury and the ‘‘fun
of the M V Wickersham.

(Continueg on page X

ALASKA AIRLINE PHOTO BY BOB & IRA SPRING

GOVERNOR WALTER HICKEL cuts the ribbon at Prince Rupert,
formerly inaugurating service aboard the M/V Wickersham.

THOUSANDS GREET M/V WICKERSHAM—The largest
crowd to greet the new Alaska State Ferry and the greatest
number of Ketchikan residents ever to gather at one place at
the same time welcomed the M/V Wickersham upon its arrival
at Alaska's first city on its inaugural voyage.

._.__.-..




ISTATE VIEWPOINTS

By MARTIH F. “Bill" SCHAFER
Director Alaska Travel Division

It's the newest, fastest, most spacious ship
in Alaska waters. Alaskans call it a ferry-
liner—and it is—but travel agents, travel
writers, and steamship authorities who have
seen the vessel ask how many other “fer-
ries” in this world can boast a deluxe
dining salon, two posh cocktail lounges,
dance floor, carpets in all staterooms, a
W tinted-roof top-deck sun veranda (for en-
) " joying the outdoors, in rain or shine), plus

R T A

interior observation and sitting lounges done
in the style of a European grand hotel.
It's Alaska’s newest ferryliner, the M/V
Wickersham.
The ship is now operating between the
Canadian port of Prince Rupert, B.C., and

the Alaskan ports of Haines and Skagway.
(Prince Rupert 1s accessible from U. 5. and

Canadian points by highway, rail, air or
Canadian ferry while Skagway and Haines,
respectively, are accessible by rail and
highway.)

Statistically, the seven-million dollar vessel
" was built in Norway, carries 1,300 passen-
" gers, has berths for 384, and can haul 140
vehicles. At 363 feet long, the vessel is 11
feet longer than the three other ferryliners
Y —the Malaspina, the Taku, and the Mata-
nuska—which it joins in the southeastern
Alaska panhandle.

Because the Wickersham is now available
to handle the excess traffic which has
plagued the Alaska Marine Highway Sys-
tem in past years, one of the other ships—
currently the Malaspina—is free to make a |
once-a-week sailing all the way to Seattle. §
The Seattle service, initiated last winter on §
an “off season” basis, is now assured year-
round scheduling. !

The Wickersham, being Norwegian built, |8
is subject to the restrictions of the so-called §
Jones Act, actually a series of federal statutes
which prohibit carrying traffic between two

American ports in foreign-built ships., Be-
cause of the act, nortbound passengers may k
board the vessel only at the foreign port of Y 4

Prince Rupert but may depart at any of
the ship’s four American ports of call—
Ketchikan, Juneau, Haines, or Skagway.

) Similarly, southbound passengers may board o
- at any of the four American ports but may "l
I disembark only at Prince Rupert. i

The other vessels, American-built, operate

a near daily (five roundtrips per week) sum-
Y mer schedule between the ports of Prince

Rupert, Ketchikan, Wrangell, Petersburg, I
| Sitka (three calls a week), Juneau, Haines,
| and Skagway.

q NEW FERRY DIRECTOR

!I Capt. Herbert J. Lockert has been
; named Director of the Division of Ma- |

| rine Transportation for the State of Alas-
! ka. Lockert has been acting director
{ since the retirement of Capt. Gregory

! Mangan in February, :
; Lockert first joined the division in M NOR I H pA IF

%% 1964 as marine superintendent and op-
' | eraling manager. A
i te
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First Ferry !
Arrival For
Kenai Area

B0 Wlhe WICKERSHAM, Alus-
KWws super-ferry, was delayed
today in its arrival at Kenai®
Pipeline Co.s dock, north nf"
Kenai,

Siheduled to arrive at noon tha:l
m-r;_; gme to the first of the statels
feities to dock in a Kenai ared
was delayed until 3 p.m.}

freight
a tanks

harbor
JI"!:- Lo
loading problem involving

an unanticipated
Lo ¥

Frank Smith, Kenai Pipeling
L, superintendent, said the tanks

¢k, the OREGON STANDARIDS

pan into some bad weather on : . o

e trip fr awaii and w It ==y : A =
s trip from Hawaii and was AWAITING THE WICKERSHAM—Pupils from

'ii i i 8 & Tl "] L I v e - . '
Ryed in its arrival at the, dags Ninilchik School pose on Arness Dack. Plans had

until shortly before midnight e
ﬂ-{-f;m_mh”',’ S B called for Ave ferry to pass close by, but a delay
‘The WICKERSHAM cruisel

bBatk and forth in Cook Inlet until
the OREGON STANDARD took|
load of 112,000 barrels of |
from the Standard  Oif |
The tanker is bound
Calif.
tanker, the
due
Coming

w0 its
sesiduum
o,
.“j t-
Anotdver
STANDARD,
Smith
chorage,

refinery.
Richmond, :
ALASKA
ini tenight,
said. from Al : g
it will dock at 10330 p.ms = - A 1 ol Bob almey
',."anw the WICKERSBAM S dé& = ~'"PUiones, oniarr :

S%irture at 10 p.an. This tanker
,\Hll proceed on to ."»nuthe.tah'm
£ Alaska after being loaded with
I"pl'odu('t:z from the refinery for
g distribution within the state .t
« o JLocal  dignitaries, schpol  chil- £
dren and other interested Kenai

(Conturmed on Page 2)
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of the

& today.
3, which are X
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SEPTEMBER

FRIDAY, 20, 1968 !

cancelled the p'l;ml'l Ben w. ].T:“Bul;" Palmer ae-
companied the youths, The group visited Cook In-
let Pipeline pier and the greenhouse at Ridgeway.

The big véssel, which ean speed

along in excess of 20 knots, is
- designed fo carpy more than | L0060
: » pasgengers, with berths for (884
:"' passengers, in addition to 140,
: nd vehicles. y
ng ferry, -\ S 5 The Southcentral visitation of
fehditB e oy the M/V WICKERSHAM, origine

m, ated in Juneau at noon Wednes-
day, with the Kenai Pipeline (Co.
dock its firsg port of call

15¢ 16
A\ M b 1 at 3 poid From-here it goes to Anchors
ontinue. until dusk age; Kodiak, Seward, Juneawy
Ketehikan. and: Prince Ruperd,
B.Q., hefore- its:scheduled, arrived

at Vaneouver, B.CQ,
Monday, Sept:. 30,

at .2:30 pam.

The ferry iz due to arrivesin:
Seward: next Thursday at 8 aum.
wibh an epen house planned from

9 ®m. until noon. Departure time
has. been set.for 1 pam. the same.
day,
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The “Wickersham® Arrives B oday

Alaska’s newest ferry the M.V. Wickersham will sail into the Port of The Wickersham’s arrival here was moved up four hours because

Anchorage at 6 a.m. today, opening a four-day visit here. of an extremely low tide at its previously scheduled docking time — 10 a.m."
The vessel tied up at Kenaj Friday night. There, an estimated 2,000 OPEN HOUSE IS SCHEDULED today, Sunday and Monday from

persons from Kenai and Soldotna came aboard. 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Tuesday — the day the vessel leaves — and visiting hours
WELCOMING THE WICKERSHAM at Kenai was a delegation will be from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

including State Sen. W, I. Palmer of Ninilchik. State Rep. and Mrs. Clem The vessel will be open to southbound traffic on its return trip to o

Tillion of Halibut Cove, Kenai Mayor Eugene Morin and Kenai City Vancouver, B.C., ferty officials said. The six-day trip — with open houses | 4

Manager Jumes Harrison. scheduled at Kodiak and Seward — costs $150. Stops also will be made | §
Harold Strandberg, state commissioner of Public Works, flew from at Juneau, Ketchikan and Prince Rupert.

Juneau to join the vessel at Kenai for the final lup of its trip to Anchorage, Persons wishing to visit the ferry during the open house in Anchorage |/
The trip to Anchorage from Kenai is expected to take 4 to 5 hours. will not be able to drive down to the Port of Anchorage dock. Shuttle buses,

A docking problem is anticipated here because of an overhanging bridge costing 50 cents for a round trip, will carry the Sighlseers from the parking

) on the vessel. "~ bowl at Third Avenue and C Street.
q S =l 7—_ :1 ;"‘f e

THE WICKERSHAM AT THE PORT OF ANCHORAGE

| The state's newest — and most controversial — ferryliner lies age four days. Open house is planned today until 7 p.m., then
berthed today at the city port after being docked at 4:45 am., Sunday and Monday from 10 am. to 7 p.m.. and Tuesday from
some five hours ahead of schedule, to avert berthing problems 7 until 1 p.m. Visitors are asked to park downtown. Times Staff

thal would haye occurred later when the tide was lower. The Photographer Don Cline took this aerial photo from aboard an
vessel, which visited, Kenai on the way here, will be in Anchor- Era Helicopters, craff over, the harbor.
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THE WICKERSHAM'S sun deck offers visitors a chance
to rest their feet and look around. The state’s Nor-

e

from local residents.

wegian-built ferry arrived early Saturday morning

“QPur Wickersham=—

for a four-day visit and received a warm welcome

(Daily Newsphoto)

A Floating Palace

By TOM BROWN
Daily News Staff Writer

Alaska's controversial $7 million
vote of confidence in the future of
tourism, the superferry Wickersham,
is & floating palace compared with the
sea-going motels that make up the rest
of the Alaska ferry fleet.

Where the other ferries display
drab, painted metal bulkheads, the
Norwegian-builf Wickersham  sports

the dark wood paneling that has played
such a major part in modern Scandi+
navian design.

WHERE THE other ferries have a
smallish restaurant, a snack bar and a
bat of no particular distinction, the
Wickersham has a large, pleasantly dec-

Porated dining room, a full-fledged
> ¢afeteria and two bars, both of which
# afford a good view of the passing
scenery.
. While the other ferries’ staterooms
inspire little enthusiasm, the Wicker=
gham's are tastefully and
decorated and telephones,

designed
fealure

piped-in radio and individually adjust-
able air conditioning.
chairs

The

IN FACY, if complaints are to be
fpdeed against the ferry, which arrived
Salurday for a four-day wisit, it is in
the area of maintenance,

parently has been lax.

which ap-

There were also some details betray-
the ship's foreign ancestry that
might prove irritating to travellers, For
instance, the plugs in the staterooms
thave not been converted from the
European to the American type, pre=
cluding the use of electric razors of
toothbrushes.

And travelling gamblers will be dis=

ing

couraged to learn that what was once

the ship’s “casino” — a room full of
slot machines — now stands empty.

SOME VISITORS expressed dig=
appointment at the scuffed hall floors,
ghe outside wood rails that appear dull
and weathered instead of shining withh
varnish, and the bloiches of rust that
spot the white paint here and there —
@ general air of hard use they hadn't
expected in a ship that has been in
service only three months.

And while the Wickersham's cur=
rent interior decoration is clearly [ar
superior to that of the state’s five

American-built ferries, it l‘n not al-
cad R

wavs be. i K

Eventually, the vessel will have 1o
be made to conform to stringent u. S
Coast Guard standards. These stands=
ards, among other things, forbid the
use of almost anything that burns. That
means that sooner or later all that
pancling, which now distinguishes the
Wickersham from the other, more

austere vessels of the state fleety 48
going to have to go.

MOST VISITORS to the ship Sats
urday seemed content just to lOuk it
rather than worry about it.

The vessel arrived at 4:45 a.m. and
was opened to the public late in the
morning. By noon there were a couple
of hundred persons on board the ¥es-
sel at all times, with visitors coming
and going in steady streams. Several
thousand persons are expected to visit
the vessel during its stay.

The shuttle bus system from the
parking bowl at Third and C St ap-
peared to be working efficiently and
policemen were on hand at the port 1o
keep private cass from congesting the
area.

Sailing

Seward.

“Sept. 30

~ALL EXPENSE CRUISE $150.00

- Call

Kenal

The “Wickersham’
Popular Attraction

Alaska’s newest ferry, the MNV.
Wickersham, has proved to be a popu-
far attraction in Anchorage, Since it
floated into the port early Saturday
morning some 17,000 Anchorage res-
idents have visited the mammoth ves-
sel, including 12,322 on Sunday.

The luxury wvessel will remain in
Anchorage until Tuesday night when it
will push off for Vancouver, B.C. Th_e
trip to Vancouver, from Anchorage 18
available for $150. For those who
want to take their cars with them, the
price is an extra $150.

See Page 3 for a picture of the
Wickersham docked in . Anchorage
Sunday.

from Ancherage,
calling at Kodiak,

Departs Sept. 24,
Arrives Vancouver

-3

i

' Wicﬁesm -r,u"

Anchorage -
Vaneouver, B.C}

- Peninsula Travel |
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RED GRANGE or BILL BURNETT!

At 262-4537 or 283-4537
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THOUSANDS OF ANCHORAGE residents flocked to the port of Anchorage to the public today from 10 a.m. until 7 p.m. and again on Tuesdalv-"f
again Sunday to get a look at the state’s new ferry—the M.V. Wicker- morning. The vessel will also go on a “mini-cruise’ in upper Cogk

sham—uwhile it is visiting Anchorage. The vessel will remain here until Inlet Tuesday afternoon.
Tuesday, when, It will, head for Vancouver, B.C. The ferry:will be open o ov el Bl (Daily_Newsphot@)
:
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Saturday, Sept. 21, 1968

B8 THREE MONTHS after it be-
ﬁn its controversial crusing of
Whacka waters, the super ferry
WWickersham pulled into the Port
of Anchorage today to let us see
Aehat all the fuss was about.

** Tt may have been built in Nor-
say, purchased from Sweden and
flying the Panamanian flag, but
we must admit it looks Alaskan.

£% Tor the next three days, we're
8l asked down to go aboard and
gee what Gov. Walter J. Hickel
Pought for $7 million. No doubt,
$housands will respond to the in-
Yitation.

Even in advance of going
aboard. it is clear that the Wicker-
sham is the pride of the Alaska
fleet — for good reason.

BUT AMID ALL the excite-
ment and noise of flags whipping

the breeze, whistles blowing and
Ee oom-pah-pah of the band, there
wvery likely will be only silence
@bout the critical question of how
Rve're faring these days on the
battle of the Jones Act.

It is this old law which keeps
the sleck new Wickersham plying
& limited course pretty much with-
in the coastal waters of Alaska.

Its only connection with the
Outside world is its scheduled stop
at Prince Rupert, B.C., at the mo-
ment the southern terminus of its
neormal sailing schedule.

Because of the Jones Act. the
Wickersham can’t put into Seattle

elcome, Wickersham

—because if it did, it wouln’t be |
able to discharge passengers in
Alaska. The law prohibits foreign-
built vessels from serving ports in
two different states.

"

AT THE TIME the Wickersham)
was purchased, and for weekss
thereafter, there was much tub-=%
thumping and breast-beating about
moves to get the Jones Act waived
or amended. [

But the efforts ran aground on
the rocky shoals of the House sub-
committee on merchant marine
and maritime affairs in Washing-
ton, presided over by a Democratie
congressman from Maryland, who,
has more than a little interest in
seeing that the Baltimore ships
building industry has to put up
with as little foreign competition
as possible.

And then in this election year
the moves to amend the Jones Act
apparently floundered.

Maybe next year the pieces will
be scraped up from the beach, and
another try will be made.

Meanwhile, the Wickersham
sails on its restricted schedule—=
doing part of a job, but far from
what it was intended to do. Maybe
because of that, however, it was
able to put the Port of Anchorage
on this special run.

Whatever the reason, it's good
to see- the Wickersham — even if
only for a long weekend.

Anchorvage Baily Times
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Tuesday, Sept. 24, 1368

A Proud Ship

AS GOV. WALTER J. Hickel
views it, plans by major ship tour
operators to bring two of the
world’s biggest ocean liners into
Alaska next season on regular
cruise operations only points up
the obvious attractions of Alaska.

And the big foreign vessels, the
governor says, offer no direct com-
petition to the state’s Norwegian-
built prize of the sea, the super
ferry Wickersham.

In fact, according to Mr. Hickel,
the addition of the new cruise
ships to Alaska should only help
generate interest in voyages to the
49th State — thus benefiting the
Wickersham and the rest of the
Alaska ferry fleet.

CERTAINLY there was inter-
est aplenty in the Wickersham in
Anchorage during its long week-
end open house here.

More than 12,000 Anchorage
esidents toured the big white ves-

;el on Sunday, and thousands more
Wwent aboard Saturday, Monday
and earlier today.
§ It probably is fair to say all
gvere impressed. And it was easy
-'JE see why Gov_ Hickel, who made
%he decision to spend nearly $7
million to buy the Wickersham
$rom Swedish interests, is proud
of the acquisition.

Indeed, it is a beautiful ship —
including the wood paneling which

some critics find so offensive and
potentially dangerous.

The safety factor, about which
questions have been raised, seems
well in favor of the Wickersham
— if all those gadgets, warning
lights, sprinkling systems and fire
checks work, as we have every
reason to believe they do.

THE PITY OF it all is that the
Wickersham is not working the
_Seattle-to-Alaska run, something
it is prevented from doing by re-
strictions imposed by the Jones
Act.

This law bars the use of foreign-
built vessels from interstate trade,
meaning — in the case of the Wick-
sarsham — that Alaska can use its
new ferry only between a Canad-
ian port and our Southeastern
cities.

The alternatives would be!to
run the Wickersham from Seattle
to British Columbia, and leave it
out of Alaska waters entirely, or
to register it under the Canadian
flag.

For some reason, Canadian ves-
sels have been exempted from the
Jones Act provisions. But what is
good enough for the Canadians is
not good enough for Alaska, it
seems,

The governor suggests that per-
haps a change in administrations
in Washington might rectify that
deficiency. And well it might.

Canadian
Registry
For The

Ferry?

Special to The Daily News

WASHINGTON — Rumors here |

indicate that Gov. Walter J. Hickel 18
now trying to get a Canadian flag for
the M.V. Wickersham.

Staff aides for Congressman Hows
ard Pollock and Sen. E. L. (Bob) Bart=
Jeit said they were aware of the stale's
contact with the Canadians, but did
not know details.

THE WICKERSHAM is currently
flying the Panamaman flag, which

makes it subject 1o the Jones Act, for=
bidding foreign flagships from trans-
porting passengers_and g00ds between

1S soris. .

N L

s

If the state can get a Canadian reg-
istration, it may be exempt from the
act. An amendment which passed Cuns
gress in the early 1960s authorizes exs
emptions for Canadian ships only, in
the Southeast Alaska trade.

The exemption was to be revoked
by the secretary of Commerce at such

fime as American flag ship service be |

eame available. The Department of
Commerce never revoked the amends
ment, apparently through oversight,

TO QUALIFY for Canadian regiss
try. the M.V, Wickersham would have
to meet standards of the Canadian Ship-
ping Act. These include ownership by
a British subject, using only Canadizn
grew members, and meeting ceitain
construction standards.

The state could conceivably look
into setting up a Canadian corporation
to own the ship, Waiving the require-
ment for a Canadian crew — similar
to a Panamanian regulation which was
waived — would require some co-
operation from powerful West Coast
Canadian seamen’s groups. Use of a
Canadian crew would meet with objec-
tion by American seamen.

A ship nmewly regisiered as tana-
dian must comply with what is termed
“Method 1" construction tequirements.
These are also in force for U.S. flag
ships, and have been a significant bar=
rier to getting American registry for
the former Swedish vessel.

IN A RELATED development, Al
Dennis, a staff member of the House
Merchant Marine and Fisherics Com-
mittee, told The Daily News that the
vessel still has not bee:\ imf‘ac!&d by

the Coast Guard. The committee re-

' quested inspection at a public hearing

in July. This was agreed to by Gover-
por Hickel and Public Works Commis-
gioner Harold Strandberg.

The two men said they would ac-
quire the vessel's plans from the orig-
inal builder. and then invite the Coast
Guard to inspect the Wickersham.

The Coast Guard is still waiting fo
hear from the state. It cannot initiats
the inspection of a foreign-flag ship.
In the meantime, the state has con-
tracted with a New York marine archi-
tectural firm, Gibb and Cox, to inspect
the ship and recommend changes forf
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She’s

ficials. Then, the Wickersham leaves Anchorage this evening for Souths
east Alaska and Vancouver, B.C. Monday, local residents continued to
flock aboard the vessel. Many of the visitors were children on schoo
field trips. Additional photographs are on Page 8. (Daily Newsphoto) .

THE M.V. WICKERSHAM — the state’s so-called superferry — ends a2 four-
day visit to Anchorage today. The. last chance for yisitors to climb aboard
and inspect the newest Alaska ferry will be fram 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. In the

afternoon, there will be an inlet cruise for travel agents and local of-

ON A CLEAR DAY THEY CAN SEE MT. McKINLEY

Visitors to the Wickersham seem 18 be enihralled with the view from an obs
servation deck at the stern. Tho ds in the area have toured the ferry,
equipped with the latest in maring techrology, since it arrived early Satur= §
day. It sails for Vancouver Tuesday afternoon, and maybe some of these visi-

tors will be passengers. !
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JUNEAU (AP) — An 11 per
cent drop in the number of
ngers carried on the south-
eastern Alaska ferry system dur-
ing the peak travel months this
sammer has been recorded by
the State Division of Marine

GOV. WALTER J. HICKEL (above) took time out from his visit to the
M.V. Wickersham to purchase the first sweepstakes ticket for the 1969
Fur Rendezvous. Selling the No. 1 parchment certificate is Jim Hender-
shot, a member of the Greater Anchorage Inc., board of directors and
chairman of sweepstakes ticket sales. All proceeds go to make up the
mushers’ purse. Tickets go on sale today in the GAl office in the
Anchorage Westward Hotel. (At Left) A tug pulls alongside the vessel
as visitors watch from the deck. (Daily Newsphotos)
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N/V WICKERSHAM

GOING SOUTH ?

RIDE THE PRIDE OF THE ALASKA MARINE HIGHWAY FLEET .
M/V WICKERSHAM SAILS FROM JUNEAU FOR VANCOUVER FRI-
DAY, SEPTEMBER 27, AT MIDNIGHT. PASSENGER FARE $50.75.
TAKE YOUR CAR, OR PLANE, BUS OR TRAIN FROM VANCOUV-
ER TO POINTS IN THE LOWER '48.

ARRIVE DEPART
i\ 1
SEPT. 28 JUNEAU 12:01 a. m.
SEPT. 28 3:00 p. m. KETCHIKAN 4:00 p. m.
SEPT. 28 9:30 p. m. PRINCE RUPERT  10:30 p. m.
SEPT. 30 2:30 a. m. VANCOUVER

FOR RESERVATIONS CALL:
DIVISION OF MARINE TRANSPORTATION

6 -:5 385 J
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Tuesday, September 24, 1968 '— Kodiak, Alaska

FLAGSHIP — Scheduled to
“arrive in port here tomor-
“row about 12 noon is Alas-
}:‘ka's huge new deluxe ferry-
M/V WICKERSHAM.

b
ently purchased by the
~State of Alaska for approxi-

- mately $7 million, “Wicky”
s she has affectionately
ecome knewn to southeast-

ern

Alaska ports—can ac-
commodate more than 1,000

passengers, has berths for
384, and can carry 140 ve-
hicles. In addition to being
the biggest ship in the Alas-
ka ferryliner fleet, she is
aiso the fastest. Built in
Norway in 1967 she is 363
feet long, has a 59 foot beam

Wicky Due At Noon

and her engines provide
17,000 H. P. She will be
berthed at the eity ferry
dock where she will be open
for public inspection from 1

p.m. to 6 pom. A gala wel-
come is being planned to
greet the vessel as she comes
into port, She is scheduled

Price Fifteen Cents

to depart Kodiak at 8 p.m.
The cruise from Kodiak to
Vancouver, BC. which can
be arranged for $150, will i

clude port calls to Sewa:x,

Juneau, Ketchikan and
Prince Rupert with arrival in
Yancouver at 2:30 am. Mon-
day.

Tomorrow

Mayor 'I’roclaims__-
Tomorrow As
‘Wickersham Day’

Mayor Pete Deveau has
declared Wednesday ‘“Wick-
ersham Day” in honor of the
visit to Kodiak of the super
ferryliner flagship of the
Alaska ferry fleet.

Area school children will
be released from classes ab
1 pm. to enable them to
take part in the welcome |
being arranged to greet the |
arrival of the huge ship at
the ferry dock.

Mayor Deveau said he “Is
especially pleased that the
vessel is to visit Kodiak to
let the people of the com=
munity see the kind of ships
that soon will be coming into
Kodiak.”

“As author and sponsor of
the original legislation cre-
ating the Alaska Marine
Highway system, I am par-
ticularly proud that we will |
be able to inspect this fine |
new vessel,” said Mayor De= |
veau, who several months
ago invited the governor to |
include Kodiak on the ship's |
itinerary for its visit to west-
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Wednesday, September 25, 1968 — Kodiak, Alaska

LESPILE 4 vIb UL
in the air, a large turnout is
expected to give the state’s
huge ferryliner—M/V wIC-
KERSHAM—a warm and en-
thusiastic welcome to the
port of Kodiak.

Arrangements have béen
made for the high school
pand to be on hand for the
oceasion and if all goes as
planned, the fire boat—with
all hoses spraying—will be
among the vessels which
will go out to escort the
huge new ship into port. She
will be docked at the city
ferry dock, according b0
City Manager Roy Goodman.

School students have been
given the afternoon off to
participate in the reception.

Dick Shepherd, deputy di~
reetor of the state division
of travel, arrived in Kodiak
iast night and has been
meeting with Goodman “‘to
complete arrangements for
the vessels arrival Into port
here.

Shepherd pointed out that
persons wishing to take the
cruise from Kodiak to
vancouver, B. C, should
contact the purser aboard
the ship. Cost of the cruise,
including meals and sleeping
accommodations, is $150.00.
No plans have been included
for receiving vehicles aboard
the ship on this cruise.

Mayor Pete Deveau and
State Representative Chuek
Powell will head the delega-

|tion of officlal dignitaries

designated to make the of-
ficial greeting and welcome
of the committee.

The welcoming group in-
cludes Admiral Donald
White and Captain James
Spargo of the Kodiak Naval
Station. -

‘Open house for public in-
spection will be held from
1pim. to 6 pm. and plans
call for the ship to depart
Kodiek at 8 pm. Her next
port of call is Seward. .=

KERSHAM

i

o ———————

WELCOME ABOARD THE

WICKERSHAM

She's your ship

‘Wickersham’ To
Stop at Seattle
This Winter

From QOur Juneau Bureau
JUNEAU — The new state ferry
Wickersham will stop at Vancouver,
B.C.. on its Seattle-Alaska run this
winter. Commniissioner of Public Works
Harold Strandberg says.

The Wickersham and one of the
Malaspina-class ferries will each make
a round-trip a week on this run but
only the Wickersham will stop at Van-
couver, he said.

TRAVELERS WISHING (o disem-
hark at an Alaska port would go
ahoard the Wickersham at Vancouver
shose whose destination is Prince Rus
perl, B.C., or Vancouver would board
at Seattle, he said.

A round-trip from Seaitle or any
Alagkan port can be made on the
Wickersham without violating the Jones
Act, Strandberg added.

The Jones Act prohibits use of
foreign-built vessels — the Wicker-
sham was built in Norway — in Amiers
ican interport trade. The Malaspina-
elass American-built ferries are used to
gransport freight vans as well as pas
sengers from Seattle to Alaska.

THE WICKERSHAM could carry
vans from Seattle to Prince Rupert
and Vancouver or from Vancouver
and Prince Rupert to Alaska points
It can take autos aboard only at Seat
tle, Vancouver, Prince Ruperf, Juncau
and Haines, where there are docks to
permit such loading, The Malaspina=
class ferries can handle all types of
traffic at all ports.

The new ferry is to visit westward
Alaska points starting Seturday o Sepl.
25 before heading for Seattle for dry=
docking and to begin its winter rum.
It arrives in' Anchorage on Saturday.

Price Fifteen Cenis

|S.HERE!!
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~_Tuesday, September 24, 1968 — Kodiak, Alaska

AGSHIP — Scheduled to
arrive in port here tomor-
‘row about 12 noon is Alas-
“ka's huge new deluxe ferry-
gi::r M/V WICKERSHAM.
] ently purchased by the
State of Alaska for approxi-

mately $7 million, “Wicky”
s she has affectionately
ecome known to southeast-

Wicky Due At

e

ern Alaska ports—can ac-
commodate more than 1,000

passengers, has berths for
384, and can carry 140 ve-
hicles. In addition to being
the biggest ship in the Alas-
ka ferryliner fleet, she is
also the fastest. Built in
Norway in 1967 she is 363
feet long, has a 59 foot beam

and her engines provide
17,000 H. P, She will be
berthed at the ecity ferry
dock where she will be open
for public inspection from 1

pm. to 6 pm. A gala wel-
come is being planned to
greet the vessel as she comes
into port, She is scheduled

“Noon

Price Fifteen Cents

to depart Kodiak at 8 p.m.
The cruise from Kodiak to
Vancouver, BC., which can
be arranged for $150, will in-
clude port ealls to Sewan",

Juneau, Ketchikan and
Prince Rupert with arrival in
Yancouver at 2:30 a.m. Mon-
day.

‘Tomorrow

Mayor Proclaims
Tomorrow As
‘Wickersham Day’

Mayor Pete Deveau has
declared Wednesday ‘“Wick-
ersham Day” in honor of the
visit to Kodiak of the super
ferryliner flagship of the
Alaska ferry fleef.

Area school children will
be released from classes at
1 pm. to enable them to
take part in the welcome |
peing arranged to greet the |
arrival of the huge ship at |
the ferry dock.

Mayor Deveau said he “Is
especially pleased that the
vessel is to visit Kodiak to
let the people of the com=
munity see the kind of ships
that soon will be coming into
Kodiak.”

“As author and sponsor of
the original legislation cre-
ating the Alaska Marine
Highway system, I am par-
ticularly proud that we will |
be able to inspect this fine |
new vessel,” said Mayor De- |
veau, who several months
ago invited the governor fo
include Kodiak on the ship's |
itinerary for its visit to west- |
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Price Fifteen Cents

ICKERSHAM 15.

The Pride of the Fleet

The M/V Wickersham belongs to you the people of the state

of Alaska.

She is the latest addition to the state’s

Marine Highway System, which includes five other vessels,
large and small. The Wickersham is the largest,

fastest and newest year-round vessel in the North Pacific,
capable of carrying more than 1,000 passengers. She

was named after a famous Alaska jurist,
Judge James Wickersham.

Ferryliner

The Wickersham is calleda ‘‘Ferryliner’'.

In addition to providing space for vehicles, she

can accommodate more than 384 passengers in staterooms
that compare favorably to even the most modern
ocean-going liners. Many rooms include showers,
toilet facilities and even telephone service. In a number of
rooms, sleeping berths convert in the daytime

to comfortable lounging seats.

Restaurants and Lounges

Here again the Wickersham boasts accommodations
comparable to ocean cruise ships, including a dining salon
with seating capacity for 240 persons.

Whenever possible, the restaurant features such

Alaskan products as King Crab, Alaskan Salmon, and

fresh Matanuska Valley vegetables.

Observation areas, of which there are seve ral,

provide the ultimate in comfort withdeep recliningchairs.
Your favorite beverage is available

in either of two posh cocktail lounges.

E!!

‘Wickersham’ To
Stop at Seattle
This Winter

i i it il

From Our Juneau Bureau
JUNEAU — The new state ferry
Wickersham will stop at Vancouver,
B.C.. on its Seattle-Alaska run this
winter. Commissioner of Public Works
Harold Strandberg says.

The Wickersham and one of the
Malaspina-class ferries will each make
a round-trip a week on this run but
only the Wickersham will stop at Van-
couver, he said.

TRAVELERS WISHING to disem-
bark at an Alaska port would go
ahoard the Wickersham at Vancouven
those whose destination is Prince Ru-
pert, B.C., or Vancouver would board
at Scattle, he said.

A round-trip from Seatile or any
Alagkan port can be made on the
Wickersham without violating the Jones
Act, Strandberg added.

The Jones Act prohibits use of
foreign-built vessels — the Wicker-
sham was built in Norway — in Amer=
ican interport trade. The Malaspinas
class American-built ferries are used to
transport freight vans as well as pass
sengers from Seattle to Alaska.

THE WICKERSHAM could carry
vans from Seattle to Prince Rupert
and Vancouver or from WVancouver
and Prince Rupert to Alaska points,
It ean take autos aboard only at Seat
tle, Vancouver, Prince Rupert, Junéau
and Haines, where there are docks to
permit such loading, The Malaspina-
class ferries can handle all types of
traffic at all ports.

The new ferry is to visit wesiward
Alaska points starting Seturday to Sept.
25 before heading for Seattle for dry=
docking and to begin its winter rum,
It arrives in Anchorage on Saturday.
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will be on hand Saturday morn-

. ing to greet the captain and

erew of Alaska's new superfer-

; | - |ry, the Wickersham, when it
i ' [pulls into the Port of Anchor-

age for the first time.
® Its arrival here is slated for
10 am. Mayor George Sullivan
ln and members of the City Coun-!
¢il will welcome the vessel.
The Wickersham will be here
until Wednesday noon. It will
|be open to the public from 10
nc Orage am. to 4 p.m. Saturday through
Monday. y
Tuesday morning a VIP cruise
will leave the port at 8 a.m. re-|
turning at 1 p.m. City officialsl
¢sland various civic leaders will|

The Biggest, Fastest, Most Comfortable o e be.oa board, 483

sleording to the city manager’s|

Vessel in the North Pacific Hoence. :
The State Division of Marine Transportation proudly invites you to see your . 70“1. Fem w

ship, the M/V Wickersham. J
SEATTLE (M — Ferry service bes

The Wickersham will arrive at the Port of Anchorage on Saturday, September ] . tween Alaska and Seattle will be dous
21, at 10 am. She will be open to the public through Monday, September 23 - bled when the Taku joins the Malaspina
from 10 am to 7 pm. daily, and on Tuesday, September 24 from 10 am. to on the run today in Seaitle.

Two sallings & week will be made

1 pm. :
once schedules are co-ordinated, ‘The
Due to lack of parking, the dock area will be closed to private vehicles. How- Taku will sail Sunday for Alaska and
ever, shuttle-bus service will be available from the parking bowl, 3rd and C feturn again Sept. 29.
Streets. Bus fare will be 50 cents per person round trip. The Mslaspina, which will arfive
Sunday, will remain in Seattle until
Saturday, Sept. 28, After that, there
will be a sailing each Saturday an
\Wnesday.
[ =) '
SAIL ABOARD THE WICKERSHAM New Alaska
TO SOUTHEAST ALASKA AND VANCOUVER, B.C. Ferry Waits
On Tuesday evening at 9 pm. the Wickersham will leave Anchorage for Kodiak, The queen of the Alaska
Seward, Juneau, Ketchikan, Prince Rupert and Vancouver, B.C. One-way passage ferry fleet became a show-
. A ! : ! : piece Monday of the Seattle
for this &-day cruise is being offered for $150, standard accommodations, which SR ertront
includes all meals. Reservations may be made through any travel agent, or The 363-f‘00t former Swed-
by calling the Division of Marine Transportation, 272-7116. ish motor vessel Wicker-

sham arrived late Monday
afternoon for annual inspee-
SAFETY INFORMATION tion and overhaul. She will
lie at Pier 37 through most
of October. Alaska officials

i . : : » : hope to stage an open house
ards for New Ships Developed in 1960. This notice to passengers Is required N her sometinie AR

by Public Law 88-77. ing that stay.

In November the Wickers-
ham is scheduled to begin
passenger service between
Seattle and Prince Rupert,

The Wickersham Is registered in Panama, and meets International Safety Stand-

Two smaller Alaska fer-
ries now provide two sail-
ings a week from here, on
Wednesdays and Saturdays
from Black Ball Pier 30.
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Anchorage is going all-out fo
elcome the Wickersham.

e Wickersham will dock at
a.m, Saturday and will re-
in in port until Tuesday night
fat 9 p.m. when it sails for Van-
couver, B.C. Tt will be open to
the public from 10 a.m. till 7
pm. Saturday, Sunday and
Monday and until 1 p.m. on
Tuesday.

The VIP tour for city offi
cials and civic leaders will
leave Tuesday at 2 p.m. and
return at 5 p.m.

Whistles throughout the dock
area will be sounded to an-
nounce the arrival of the ferry-
liner. Local and state officials
will be on hand and the U.S.
Army band will salute the Wick-
ersham’s arrival.

Harold Strandberg, commis-
sioner of public works, said he
had designated Saturday as An-
chorage City and Borough Day.
Mayor George Sullivan respond-
ed with a proclamation pledg-
ing the city’s co-operation in
allowing Anchorage area resi-
dents and military personnel
and dependents from Ft. Rich-
ardson and Elmendorf fo get
their first introduction to the
Wickersham.

“The Wickersham belongs to
the people of the State of Alas-
ka and we urge as many of its &
owners as possible to take this
ppportunity to inspect her,” he
said. The Wickersham’s arriv- §
al marks the first time in two
years that a major vessel of the
Marine Highway syslem has
visited Anchorage. The last such
visit took place Sept. 9, 1966,

George Easley, assistant city
manager, and A, M, “Bud” Say-
lors, administrative assistant of
the Anchorage Borough are
working jointly to co-ordinate

Red Carpet For Wicke

The big vessel can carry more than 1,000 passengers,
with berths for 384 passengers and 140 vehicles, It

ALASKA’S SUPER-FERRY DUE SATURDAY

can speed along in excess

S

of 20 knots. A royal wel-
come is planned for her arrival.

the ship’s visit.

Easley said today the city is
assigning off-duty policemen to
handle traffic control and dock
geeurity. He said that limited

parking in the immediate port|at Third Avenue and C Street

(the port to private vehicle traf-|chorage City Transit. Fare will|would make every effort to sta-‘wishing to tour the vessel on
‘fic. He said however, that shut-|be 50 cents round trip, Taxis|tion trained crew members | Monday. Arrangements for tour
{tle bus transportation would be|also will be permitted access about the ship to answer ques-|group scheduling can be made
| provided from the parking bowl |to the dock. |tions from visitors. {by calling the local office of the
Strandberg said that the Ma-| He also said special considera-| Department of MarinegTra

ion at 272-T116.

area would require closing of |to the dock and return by An- rine Transportation D

up 10

jsion | tion WONW' en to grogps|
SS

e
by’ n Ship

eet

SR New Port C 1 e Anchorage Press Club| Tobin urged all members of|
v e Anchorage Press Clu obin ‘urged all members

JUNEAU {AP) -Capt' Oscar ew 011 aptam will hold a Spf_'Cial meeting Mon- the Press Club—as well as any
A Lee, a former Puget Sound JUNEAU @ — Capt. Oscar A. ! day aboard the ferryliner M-V oier interested newsmen to afe|
‘ferry service operator t0ok OVl Lee. a former Puget Sound ferry serv- | Wickersham, according to Alas- Sead the meeling. He .y ed |
his duties Tuesday &8 Ot R ice operator, took over his duties as | ka State Press Cluk president Rt uama:
tain in the State Division of Ma- : i J in the State Division of William Tobin. Special guest at however, that cars must bear o=

i ahig Srua ; the luncheon meeting will be|ficial stickers in order to be al-

rine mgpoﬂat.lon.

Inc., takes the post which was
left vacant when
Bendixen mnv";ed u
superintendent.
! E:re and his .

AR DR

Marine Transportation.

Lee, who was part owner and man-
ager of Olympic Ferries, Inc., takes the
post which was left vacant when Capt.
William Bendixen moved up to Marine
Superintendent.

Lee and his wife Rose have moved
to Juneau, where he will be stationed,

ge e e Lt N - v -
ARl VTR T T Sk e At B e L S

Gov. Walter J. Hickel.

The meeting will start at 11
am. and will include a tour
of the vessel. The Wickersham
ig the newest addition to the
Marine Highway Fleetf.

lowed into the dock area. O
erwise, only special shuttles
buses — running from the Am=
chorage Westward starting at
10 a.m. or taxis, would be per-
mitted access.

e




WICKERSHAM IS COMING TO ANCHORAGE

Alaska’s new superferry, the Wickersham, will be
here Saturday through Wednesday so local residents
will have a chance to see the $7 million vessel. In

this photo, the ferry is shown near Juneau. City
officials have indicated the vessel will be opened
to the public Sunday at the Port of Anchorage.

=
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1 A TIGHT SQUEEZE TO GET ABOARD

Alaska’s superfeny, the Wickersham, carried a

before departing for more souther’ -vaters Tue.-s:
of. Anchorage. area business .  day evening, Shown here are som* I the “VIPs
on a brief Cook Inlet cruise  getting abpard  using . stairs to & lower deck.
i3 BT, P TR =it 3 — Ll Al i i 1 :

¢ | Tiearcapacityé lead
and civie q% jb?s
! i {i
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 Wicky
Overhaul

SEATTLE (AP) — The Wick-
ersham, newest and largest ship
in Alaska's ferry fleet, will ar-
rive here Monday for her annual

ection and overhaul.

he 363 -foot vessel, which has

been running between Prince
ae:pert, B.C., and southeastern

Alaska ports, will spend most of

October here.

':OAlaska is expected to put the
Wickersham into service be-
tween Seattle and Prince Ru
in . November. Definite p
have not been announced. .

Since the vessel was built in

Norway she is not allowed, un-
der the Jones Act, Lo operate be-
tween United States ports. She
¢an run between Seattle and
Prince Rupert or between Alas-
ka and Prince Rupert, but she
cannot run between Seattle and
“Alaska.
%’I’wo other Alaska ferries, the
Malaspina and the Taku, now
éarry passengers and vehicles
belween Seattle and Alaska.

. tHE NEW YORK TIMES,

To THE EDITOR:

HADES of Philip Nolan,

the man without a

country. There we were
\ on the dock in Skag-
jway, Alaska, begging the
‘purser of a practically empty
Alaskan ferry, the Wicker-
‘\sham, to carry us 10 miles
across the Lynn Canal to
Haines, Alaska. He would not
do it because of the Jones
Act.

The Wickersham, it seems,
iwas built in Sweden, and,
‘because of this, she cannot
be registered in the United
'States and cannot carry pas-
sengers or cargo between any
two Afmerican ports. The
state of Alaska paid $72-mil-
lion for the vessel. 7 &

Our rental car was wait-
ing in Haines, and so we had
no choice but to spend $15
apiece for a charter plane for
.a five-minute flight. No one;
from the captain on down to
the ticket agent, ever thought
to_tell us that we would be
violating a Federal law if we
tried to_reboard the vessel
after disembarking in Skag-
way. We had originally
boarded in Prince Rupert,
British Columbia.

_Other travelers, be pre-
pared!
LINCOLN DIAMANT.
Tarrytown, N. Y.




A VIEW OF INLET’S FIRE ISLAND

Calm seas and sunny skies combined to make the rail-watching a favorite|

ANYONE FOR SNACKS? activity for . passengers, abpard the cruise, sponsored by the state’s Divi

h Ktail ilable sion, of 'Marine Transportation and the Alaska Business Council. Herg a
In the ship’s lounges cocklalls were ava‘; s passenger watches as the Wickersham passes a tug with Fire Island |off
to the guests. Here waiter Gary Peters brings inithe distance. . -

a load of snacks. The inlet cruise was the final
feature of the Wickersham's long-weekend visit
to the Port of Anchorage before sailing soulh
on.a trip to Vancouver and Seattle, where it
will be docked for minor repairs.

'
|
L |
1
'
1
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The Gangplank
Went In, Then Out
For Partygoers

Stragglers who lost track of| |
the time after a VIP cruise on| |
the Wickersham posed a bit of

) a problem for the plush super-
ferry as it tried to pull out of
the Port of Anchorage Tuesday

The partying stragglers were
noticed for the first time after
crewmen had pulled in the
gangplank preparing to take off. |
Naturally, the VIPs wanted off |
so the gangplank had to go out
again, L1

All told, the gangplank was
pulled in and put out several
times before all the siragglers
left the ship to return home.

The party cruise ended at 5
p.m. but the last partygoers
left the ship just before 9 p.m.,
when the Wickersham pulled W o hel
olit on the first leg of a trip| | ALASKA’S SUPER-FERRY, the M.V. Wickersham, floated ~ ersham took a mini-€ruise I Cook Infet and t ;
o Southeastern Alaska and Van- out of Anchorage Tuesday evening after spending  vessel is shown above as it sef oJt from ‘Ihe po}{cb?"
‘eduyer, B.C., after four days four days in town, Thousands of Anchorage tesidents _Anchorage. Daily News chief ahotographer in
\ ] . \ o tha hewett ar r

h adcition’ to Alaska's ferty fleet  Smith was sboard the ferry. tﬁmm‘g

S

. Tvesday the Wick.  the back deck.
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The Wickersham, the state’s Nor-
wegian-built superferry, will arrive Sat-
urday for a four-day visit o a rousing
walcome by scores of state and local
Afficials, the US. Army band from
¥t Richardson and, presumably, thou-
sands of Anchorage residents.

The sleek vessel is scheduled to
asrive at the Port of Anchorage at 10
=.m. on the first visit to the city by one
of the state’s ferries in two vears. | e

The public will be able to visit the *
vessel from 10 am.-7 p.m. Saturday
ghrough Monday.

WHAT VISITORS will find is_ &
sleek, 363-foot vessel capable of carf¥=
fag more than 300 cars and 1,200 pas-
sengers, though it has been limited "o
800 passengers on most runs.

The Wickersham is being used on
fups from Prince Rupert, B.C.; 8
Haines because the Jones Act prohibits
jts full use in American coastal trade.

Mayor George Sullivan has offi-
gially proclaimed Saturday as “Wicker-
gham Day” as a salute to the vessel
and has urged residents to turn out to
greet the ship when it arrives.

PARKING IN THE cramped dock
atea will not be allowed. But shuttle
Bus transportation — at 50 cenls round
grip — will be provided from the park-
ing bowl at Third Avenue and C Street.

|
|

Passengers From Here

pam. Saturday, Sunday and

fo southbound passenger travel
fo Vancouver, B.C., when i
Jeaves Anchorage Tuesday|tion,
might, M. F. Schafer, state trav-| The
el director, said today.
Stops along the way are|will
scheduled for Seward, Kodiak,

age,

Rupert.
“This is a tremendous oppor-

The Wickersham will be open|by all travel agents in Anchor-
or by calling the Alaska
Division of Marine Transporta-

Wickersham, purchased
for $7 million early this year,
pull into the Port of An-
chorage for the first time Satur-|
Juneau, Ketchikan and Prince|day about 10 a.m. It will be here ersham’s arrival.
\until Tuesday night.

The ship will be open to the

am’ Is

o to Town
On Saturday

¥
Public Works Commissioner H'arol.‘i

Strandberg, whose department operales, \
effort

the Wickersham, said every
would be made to station lrained crew
members around the ship to answer
questions from visitors.

He also said that special considera=

tion would be given Monday to groups
which want to tour the ship. On Tues-
day the vessel will make an 8 .=l
p.m. VIP cruise in Cook Inlet.

Agre

Wickersham To Carry

Monday.

SHE COMES!

Alaska’s new super-ferry, the M.V,
Wickersham is coming to Anchorage this
Saturday, Sept. 2l. The big, sleek
Swedish-built vessel is scheduled to
arrive here sometime late Saturday
morning and will remain docked until
Wednesday, Sept. 25,

plans are being made to give every-
one in Anchorage a chance to board the
ferry, according to City Manager Bob
Sharp. ¢‘It’s been a long time since
we've had a visit from one of the Marine

The Wickersham, newest and fastest
of all Alaskan ferry boats, will be wel-
comed by the U,S, Army band when it
pulls into dock. On Sunday the U.S,
Alr Force band will provide the musie.

Certain days will be designated as
«sgpecial Days;; for clubs and organi=-
zations, military personnel, schools, and
other groups in order toprevent “traffic
jams? aboard the boat. However, the
general public will be welcomed aboard

Whistles throughout the deck)
area will be sounded to am-
nounce the arrival of the ferry
liner. Local and state officials
will be on hand and the US.
| Army band will salute the Wick-

Mayor George Sullivan has
proclaimed Saturday as Wick-
ersham Day in Anchorage. State

the vessel during most of her visit,
Highway ships,” said Sharp, ‘‘and we

want to make sure everyone who is
interested has the chance to go aboard.”
continued rrom page 23

The deluxe Alaska Ferryliner M/V
Wickersham == recently purchased by
the sState of Alaska for approximately
$ 7 million == can accommodate more

continued on page 24

than 1,000 passengers, has berths for
384, and can carry 140 vehicles, In

addition to being the biggest ship in the
Alaska ferrvliner fleet, the Wickersham
is also the fastest.

| Where to Park To
- See the Wickersham

Public Works Commissioner Har-
old Strandberg said Thursday it is un-
fortunate that Anchorage residents vis-
iting the superferry Wickersham this
weekend will have to park downtown
and take shutile buses.

are interested in a fall vacation cruise,”
M. F. Schafer, state travel director,
said, “This- is a week-long cruise
through some of the most beautiful
parts of Alaska at the most beautiful
time of the year.”

THE WICKERSHAM is schedu

e

“We'd like to have parking facilities

# g0 that everyone who wanied to see to be back on its regular Prince Rup=

¢ the ship could drive right up,” he saigy ert, B:C., to Haines run by Nov l.
“But Anchorage cily officials have a : ' ; i

f wised me that such facilities aren't

£ available.,”

i STRANDBERG SAID his depart=

#unity for Southcentral Alaska|pplic from 10 a.m. till 7 p.m.
Fesidents who are _mtgfest%d afm Saturday, Sunday and Monday
leruise through some of the most Jt:will leave 8L BpER. i 3 ay(i
beautiful parts of Alaska at the Because of construction aw
?:;S:n beautiful time of the |port area, visitors will have 1o
{" He said the bargain rate of|park downtown. 1
{$150, which includes all meals| People wishing to see the new
Me entive frip, is available|vessel have three choices: They

se the ship is headed for may walk down the hill to the
take a shuttle bus
king bowl athg
cents round-trip;

\'Btattle to undergo modifications |port area;
from the par

a lack of parking space in the|

officials have proclaimed it City
and Borough of Anchorage Day
aboard the vessel.

Sunday is to be Armed Forees
and Children's Day, according
|to Harold Strandberg, commiss

i -

of public works.

ment has no budget to provide publie
transportation from the parking bowl

1

| al .‘l"d Avenue and C Street. So people

| ‘Wl.\ihlrjg to visit the ship will have to

y pay 50 cents for a round-trip on &
shuttle bus. Alternatively, they can walk

| to the dock area or take a taxi.

_After its four-day visit here, the
Wickersham will leave for Seattle 1o
have its air ducting system modified.
On the southbound trip, the vessel will
earry passengers 1o Vancouver, B.C,
at what the state called a bargain rate
of $150, including meals.

" “This is a tremendous opportunity

r S‘J h o - L Aot L
S uthcentral Alaska rmdcnulm;_
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- Fewer Kerry

Passengers in 1966

By GERALD E. BOWKETT
Our Juneau Bureau Chief
JUNEAU — For the first time
since state ferry service was inaugurat-
ed in Southeast Alaska in 1963, pass-
enger traffic has shown a substantial
decline over previous years.

- A record tourist year had been pre-
dicted by state and tourist industry of-
ficials and a new vessel, the 363-foot
M.V. Wickersham, was added to the
fleet to allow continued once-a-week
sailings from Scattle.

“But in the last fiscal year, which
ended June 30, the three-vessel south-
eastern fleet carried 8 per cenl fewer
passengers — 128,953 compared 1o

{40,812 — than in the prior year. But
it carried 7 per cenlt more vehicles —
34 978 compared to 32,325 — which
indicates the system 18 transporing
more freight than ever before.
Passenger traffic during the May
through August period this vear, the
peak summer months, was not only
down 11 per cent from the same period
of a vear ago but also down 9 per cent
from 1966. The three ferries carried
83,706 passengers and 20,065 vehicles
during the summer months of 1968}
94,572 passengers and 21,272 vehicles
in the four months of 1967; and 91.983

Harold Strandberg attributed the de-
cline in passenger traffic in partito the
greater number of camper vehicles
now using the ferries which he said
substantially reduce the number of
vehicles that can be carried on the car
decks.

British Columbia charges 25 pef
cent more for camper vehicles and the
state is now considering raising the
fares for them, he said.

The “half decks" recently installed
in the three American-built ferries,
similar to special decks on the newest
state ferry, the Norwegian-built M.V,

passengers and 19,815 vehicles in 1966.

Commissioner of Public Works

permit the loading of additional
wehicles. But the height of campers pre-
vents the use of these decks.

Strandberg said that with the ex-
tension of the ferry system to Seattle
last December there is now mors
through traffic and less interport traffic,
and this would also account for the
overall decline in the number of pass-
engers traveling on the ferries — and
for the increase in revenue in the last
fiscal year over the prior year.

The southeastern system took in $5
million in fiscal 1968 compared to §4.1
million in fi 1967, and there wers

i‘ &

.
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Wickersham, are designed (o fold down

ab’civcwhicleeonﬂ:e.mdnmdeckw

To extend the sysiem 1o Seattle, the
staie had to reduce the number of
weekly trips between ports in Southeast
Alaska. and this would account for the
reduction in interport traffic mentioned
by Strandberg. The run to Seattle was
generating more revenue but there was
fess ferry service in Southeast Alaska.

The southeastern system <came
close to breaking even in fiscal 1967,
with $4.1 million in revenue and $4.5
million in operating cosis.

Strandberg said he has not yet deter-
mined 1968 operating costs but said,
“We'll be a little closer this time" to

W
.

 LONGER

Governor Hickel announcet
in Kodiak Monday that the
ferry vessel TUSTUMENA"i$
to be lengthened by 55 feet®
this winter.

In addition to lengthening
the sleek but stubby-lcoking
TUSTUMENA, the state will
add stabilizers to make he®
a more comfortable riding
ship, Governor Hickel
announced.

The governor, in his
speech, noted that the vessel
was originally designed ta’
be at least 40 feet longer
than she is and that she was
shortened when it was found
the state didn't have the fund
funds to build her as she was
supposed to be constructed:

1t willcost over a million
dollars to make this convers
sion--but this is consideras
bly less than the estimated
$7. 5 million it would cost
to build an entirely new
ship that length to replace
her, ' Hickel noted.

The vessel will be with=
drawn from service within
a few weeks and is expected
to be out of the water about
80 days for the conversion,

He said he would soon know these
costs and also have complete figures
on the operation of the Wickersham,
number of passengers carred and res
venue and operating costs, The operas
ting costs for the Wickersham will be
higher than those for the other vessels
since it requires a larger crew and more,
stewards department personnel.

The Wickersham went info servige:
last June, near the end of the fiscals
year, and thus had little effect on irafe.
fic and revenue Ffigures for the vealy'
Since it is foreign-built, it cannot operale
hetween Alaska ports, only betweea
f_?_reign and M‘aska ports, under pro-

k% p, iyl
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safety standards of the United
States of America and not the
Jomes  Act
gfimary obstacle standing in the
way of the sensible operation of
e
Wickersham. {
“Baying
ifyward

“Congressman  Pollock
state  administration
forthwith admit that

financially

‘Bgan said, “Compliance with

constitutes the

American

mp!"

foreign d

flag  vessel,
that

Pollock

Congressman
has ‘been

“hoodwinking” the people, Egan

#id that reluctance to suppert a
Yaver
‘ofigressional committee stems
(ron

on

the part of 'the

-

“a vessel that in many |

Mmiportant respects does  nol |
méel basic Amenuan safety Taws
md regulations.”

o Alaska had bought
beautiful

“fgan charged that the State
‘ia

white  elephant.”

“Some of the chief causes for
gl regarding passenger safety

aboard the widkersham,”

Egan

&aid are the substantial number
of ' passenger accommodations
Belew the water line, excessive

use  of

styrofoam materials,

heavy carpetmg and thick wood
paneling,”’

Sail to Southeastern

"ALASKA

.91.'- Ketchikan ® Wrangell ® Petersburg ® Sitka
S Juneau ® Haines ® Skagway

On Alaska State Ferryliners

TWO SAILINGS WEEKLY

Waednesdays, 7:00 P.M., Pier 64
Saturdays, 3:30 P.M,, Pier 30

b5V

For tickets and reservations
n call MU 2-6651

On Wickersham

.K_ANCHU RAGE—Former
Governor William A. Egan in a
reeént speech has taken strong
exeeption to statements made by
Congressman Howard Pollock
mgarding the Jones Act and the
M.V, Wickersham. i

members of Alaska’s present
should
initckine 0f the Wisthat i ::: that the big problem with the Wicker'sham is not the
irresponsible Jones Act but the failure to comply with Coast Guard
bungle, and quit trying to place
the blame on the Jones Act.” He
added, however, “I have long @motional “gush” to make the regulations appear to be
thought the Jones Act ‘has
outlived its usefulness to the
Maritime system’s

'ngan Is Wrong

Former Governor Egan’s recent statement which
the Empire published regarding the Jones Act and the

Egan concluded by saying Wickersham is patently incorrect, aside from being

and qi6vicult to understand.
The thrust of the former Governor’s statement was

regulations. In regard to the latter, Egan used a lot of

the heralding tablets of the millenium.

As a prominent and leading campaign worker for
Nick Begich, we can understand how the former
governor may be motivated to discredit wherever
possible not only Representative Pollock but the
Republican administration of Governor Hickel. We
presume that there is sufficient connection between
Pollock, who has attempted to support the Jones Aet
waiver and modifications, and Governor Hickel to
make criticism of one criticism of the other. And one
might quarrel with the addition of the Wickersham to
the Alaska Marine Highway System, the foreign
purchase, or even perhaps the viability of the marine
system itself.

But one can certainly not, with any accuracy, say
the Wicky’s problem is Coast Guard regulations.

q.But for the Japes Act, which Egan himself admi
l}ﬂg_. Iosl_its_usgfylpess * the Wickersham would be able |
to sail between American ports most freely, and it is the
restriction on this freedom which has artificially served
to adversely affect the ship’s usefulness.

If the Alaskan ship could travel freely, and remain
registered under the foreign flag, there would yet be no
problem with the Coast Guard regulations. Such
freedom has been allowed to the Canadians for years
under an exemption supported by the Democratic
leaders (and we don’t quarrel with that—Canadian ships
have been of great benefit to Alaska through the years).

As for the Coast Guard regulations, if we address
oursclves to that subject, they, too, may be in need of
modifications. While safety is touted so
vociferously as the reason for their existence, they do
not require many of the significant and substantial
safety devices which the Wickersham has—automati¢
gas leak detection, for example. Furthermore, the
Wickersham fully and completely complies with
international safety regulations under which ships
serving many nations—including major maritime
powers—sail.

If there is a spurious issue regarding the Wicky it is
the Coast Guard regulations—they simply need to be re-
vamped and up-dated. The Taku—and other “glacier™
ships—fully complying with the CG regulations, have
stateroom ventilation holes the size of a 50 cent piece
with no “kick-out™ panels in the doors while foreign
bottomed. vessels have adequate ventilation and

kick-out. wmmy

some

We have difficulty in believing regulations
such that they make a “troop ship™ decoroutof auty
now complimenting the Wicky. We have more
difficulty yet in believing the Canadiansand others are
that unsafe with the beauty of their shipsunder othe
regulations.

If given a chance, the Wicky over the long haul.
do much to make Alaska an even more attracfiv
maritime state better competing with our maritime
neighbor to the south.

7

And lest someone think we are “downing” the Coasi
Guard, let us correct that right now. We quarrel only
with regulations that are implemented in such a way a
to transform beauty into ugliness under the banner ¢
“safety.” )

The Coast Guard, in our opinion, is one of the mos
excellent service arms ever instituted and has done, a 1
is now doing, an unparalleled job for not only Alaska
but the entire country. Their ability and readiness ta
serve ¢ all times, above and beyond the call nl'duly.ii

.-vond question. The Coast Guard is great—it’s the
tian ship regulations were talking about.

Wickersham Overhaul

SEATTLE — The 363-foot
Alaska state ferry Wickersham
was back in Seattle this week
for inspection and overhaul. She
has been running between Prinece
Rupert, B.C. and S.E. Alaska
ports. She docked at Pier 64 to
discharge passengers and ve-
hicles and then shifted to Ter-
minal 37 where she will be for
several days before going to
drydock.

The state of Alaska is ex-
pected to place the handsome
foreign built ferry into service
between Seattle and Prince Ru-
pert in November.

She is the largest of the fleet.

N o—




‘Wickersham Coming Nov.J /Rl

The Wickersham is coming!

Finally the beautiful new-to-
Alaska vessel is going to make
regular stops in Petersburg—
north and southbound from Seattle
and Vancouver,

The ferry system made the an-
nouncement Monday.

She will arrive in Petersburg
northbound on Nov, 1.

The controversial vessel will
then sail north from Seattle each
Saturday and south from Skag-
way each Wednesday, officials
said, \

Persons desiring to make the

trip to Seattle, sans vehicles,

may do so because of the stg
{n Vancouver to keep the ship
in conformance with Jones Ac
requirements, However, all
passengers will be required to
disembark on the British Cal=
umbia City, then reboard, :

Stops will be made in each dir-
ection at Prince Rupert,

There will be no traffic between
two Alaska ports, however, This
again to conform with the Jones
Act, :

By ELAINE MITCHELL
Empire Staff Writer

Hearings by the National
Labor Relations Board of the
dispute between Juneau and the
International Longshoremen and
Warehousemen’s Union, Local
No. 16, were concluded at noon
on Tuesday. A decision from
NLRB is not expected until

gometime in November or
December.

George O’Brien, trial
examiner for NLRB, heard

arguments from Gil Johnson,
attorney for the ILWU; and from
Eugene Nielson, general council
for NLRB, representing the city
of Juneau in the case.

The dispute arose from a
directive by city manager Herb
Lehfeldt in April stating that
future tie-ups at city dock of
Alaska State Ferries would be
handled by city personnel.

At the time of the directive,
ferries had been docking at Auke
Bay terminal during a period of
reconstruction of the city dock.
Prior to that time, the ships had
been tied up by members of
1LWU under terms of a
“memorandum of agreement”
with the city dated March, 1963.

General questioning and

cross-examination at the hearing
dwelt upon the question of an
unfair labor practice, specifically
the picketing of the city dock.

City And Union
Extend Agreement

The jurisdiction of the case was
turned over to the NLRB by
Federal District Judge James A.
Von der Heydt.

Appearing forILWUwere: Bill
Ray, state legislator; A. W.
Boddy, Timothy O'Day and
Wayne Johnson, former ecity
councilmen; Greg O’Clary,
Alaska representative of ‘the
Inlandboatmen’s Union; Ferrell
Campbell, Alaska representative
of the Operating Engineers
Union; and Joe Guy, president of
ILWU, local No. 16.

Witnesses called by the NLRB
counsel were: Joe Henri, city
attorney; Herb Lehfeldt; Harold
Strandberg, Alaska
Commissioner of Public Works;
H. J. Lockert, director of the
division of Marine Highways for
Alaska.

At the present time a
temporary agreement is in effect
between the city and theILWU to
tie up the state ferries at city
dock wunder the original
agreement terms. This
arrangement was scheduled to
end at midnight October 11, but
has been extended to Nov. 1 by
mutual agreement.

An injunction filed by the
city with Judge Von der Heydt
to prevent ILWU picketing at
city dock is awaiting his
signature.

SEATTLE (AP) — The Witk-
ersham, newest and largest ship
in Alaska’s ferry fleet, will'ar-
rive here Monday for her annual
dnspection and overhaul,
The 363-foot vessel, which has
been running between Prinee
upert, B.C., and southeastern
I Alaska ports, will spend most of
October here. pr
" Alaska is expected to put the
| Wickersham into service beée
tween Seattle and Prince Rupert
in November. Definite plans
e not been announced.
ce the vessel was built in
she is not allowed, un-
s the Jones Act, to operate be-
"ween United States ports. She
can run between Seattle and
Prince Rupert or between Alag-
ka and Prince Rupert, but she
ecannot run between Seattle and
Alaska,
Two other Alaska ferries, the

7
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Boardman Reminds

r_ . . - = I,:
iPpers ui
A amdnes ey

Ferry hieeting

House Speaker Wm. Boardman
today reminded shippers and
others interested in the schedu-
ling of the state ferr" systen".s
that a public hearing will be held
in the city council chambers at
4 p.m. Monday. - 155

Public Works Commissioner
Harold Strandberg and traific
manager Herb (Red) Lockhart
will be in Ketchikan and conduct
the hearing. :

They are interestedin sugges=
tions and comment on the ferry
scheduling. They will answer
questions regarding the state’s

(Editor's Note: The follow-
ing is an abstract of a letter we
received from our News Editor,

" Mable Smith. Knowing she has
/ many friends on the Kenai Pen-
insula, we thought it would be
‘ol' interest.)
: By MABLE SMITH
!‘ News  Editor
Had a most interesting trip on
the Wickersham in spite of a
storm: anhd rough geas. The In-
side Passage was, of course; the
high point of the trip.
We had a long stop in Kodiak,
but I didn't.get off the boat be-

ferry schedule plans.

sail this Saturday after all, on her first regular voyage
out of Seattle, She won’t make it out of the shipyard on

time. So her inaugural Seattle departure is set back to'

' Nov. 9 — 2:30 p.m. The Matanuska will fill in on the

Wickersham's scheduled sailing this Saturday.
The week's delay could give the ferry folk a chanca
1o invite Seattleite’s aboard for a look at the handsome
million ex-Norwegian ship. Not sure yet, They'rs
inking about it, i

MOST WICKERSHAM PASSENGERS are likely to
Ioad in Vancouver, B.C., instead of Seattle. Thanks to

| federal regulations about foreign-built ships, anybody

‘who boards here will have to get off at Prince Rupertg
B.C., and change to another ferry for Alaska ports. That
Ppassenger who boards at Vancouver can get off any

~place he wants to.

|

. Alaska Ferries” Seattle terminal manager, Milton
Griffiths, tells us there’s one exception. That, he says, is
the roundtrip passenger who boards the Wickersham
here and makes the seven-day voyage without a break.
Such a cruise would take the passenger north to Vancous
ver, Prince Rupert, Ketchikan, Wrangell, Petersburg,
Juneau, Haines and Skagway, then back home reversing
the route. It would cost $111 for fare, $31 for stateroom
bunk plus meals and incidentals, !

Not much time on such a cruise to sightsee ports of
eall. About an hour per port usually, depending on the
amount of loading and unloading there. As a Seattle
boarding passenger, you couldn’t debark at any Alaska
sport,. But Uncle Sam, in the strange wisdom of his
massed regulations, could issue you “immigration pass-

_"Tto.l_gluﬂie_.__, @ quick once-over. h
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cause | was feeling racky — on
the verge of being. seasick. I
intended. to go fo the Kodiak Mir-
rot to see Wayne Katula and John
Salmine, but didn’t make it. Got
some Dhramamine tablets and was
in fair shape the rest of the trip.

Almost-alt others on  board
were very ill — ‘even part of the
crew. The captain warned us we
were runming into, strong winds,
rain, @b, angl that, going would
be rough. < And it avas.

On the third day, we ran into a
storm  while® nearing Seward.
Winds blew at 80 knots about

. midnight and waves were 40-feet

high. Had to turn around and
back track about 12 miles to go
through another strait to hide
back af anisland at Cape Hichen-
brook until about 5:30 a.m. near
Montague Island.

The ship lost about 12 hours
time in the storm and went on at
low speed unti] after we went
through Wrangell Narrows amd
entered Inside Passage. Water

- was smonth sailing from then on.

Tallke about being seasick, near-
ly all passengers and part of the
crew. werg quite ill for a couple

. of days .— some even longer, Pur-
- ser said about 20 per cent showed

up for breakfast and only 50 per
cent at dinner.

Harold Jacksony Bud and Bert
Bennington and her mother were

~allvery sick. As DI gaid, I jumped

thé gun and had my unpleasant
time early on the trip before
reaching Kodiak.

At Kodiak and Seward, school
was dismissed and high school

bands. greeted the arrival of
fermy. .

Took on 119 passengers at g
chorage, one at Kodiak, 10 3
Juneau . and none . atr Sews:
Ketchikan or Prince Rupert, fugk-
ing a total of 130 passengers.

The Teod was good — Service
good —. and I was well pleased
with the trip even if I was too
late nt Vancouver; B, Ci; to catihe
the: plane for which Lihad tesérvis
tions. \Was late getting into Seats
tle, sa missed that plane and had
to call Denver Airpert to page
my daughter to warn her I'd beeny
delayed. L

Had 3,478 wisitors on-hoard atl
Kodiak, 1,361 at Seward. Noné
at other ports.

The Wickersham will go imfos
dock at Seattle for remodeling ine
cluding installation of a new gal=)
ley. :

Tustamena ferry will go inta
dock to be cut in two and a a5=
foot midsection added. Also, for
addition of stabilizers to keep it
from rolling.

Luekily the Wickersham had
zood stabilizers or our ride would
have been a lot worse,

The crew was well pleased with
the way the ship handled. It
was their first experience on the
boat in that much wind and rough
seas.,

* - »

Had snow here yesterday (Oct.
5), but it melted soon. Today g
sunny and with H0-degree tems
perature,

Tell everyone “hello” and I'll
be baek soon,

AR




1T°S THE NEWEST, fastest, most spacious
ship in Alaska waters. Alaskans call it a ferryliner
— .and it is — but travel agents, travel writers,
and steamship authorities who have seen the ves-
sel ask how many other “ferries” in this world
ean boast a deluxe dining salon, two posh cockiail
Jounges, dance floor, carpets in all staterooms, a
tinted roof topdeck sun veranda (for enjoying the
outdoors, in rain or shine), plus interior observa-
fion and sitting lounges done in the style of a
European grand hotel.

It’s Alaska's newest ferryliner, the M-V Wick-
ershani.

The ship is now operating between the Cana-
dian port of Prince Rupert, B.C. and the Alaskan
ports of Haines and Skagway. (Prince Rupert is
accessible from U.S. and Canadian points by high-
way, rail, air, or Canadian ferry while Skagway
and Haines, respectively are accessible by rail
and highway.)

Statistically, the $7 million vessel was built in
Sweden, carries 1,300 passengers, has berths for
384, and can haul 140 vehicles. At 363-feet long, the
vessel is 11 feet longer than the three other fer-
ryliners — the Malaspina, the Taku and the Mata-
puska — which it joins in the southeastern Alaska
panhandle.

Because the Wickersham is now available fo
handle the excess traffic which has plagued the
Alaska Marine Highway System in past years, one
of the other ships — currently the Malspina — is
free to make a once-a-week sailing as far south as
Seattle. The Seattle service, initiated last winter
‘on an “‘off season” basis, is now assured year-
yround scheduling.

| The Wickersham, being Swedish-built, is sub-
! ject to the restrictions of the so-called Jones Act,
‘actually a series of federal statutes which prohibit

fearrying traffic between two American ports in
*foreign-built ships. Because of the act, northbound
may board the vessel only at the for-

“eign port of Prince Rupert but may depart at any
of the ship’s four American ports of call — Ketchi-

kan, Juneau, Haines, or Skagway. Similarly,

} BLS 2 ard al any of ibe
sembark at

S : e DO

New Alaska Ferry

The new $6.9 million Alaska ferry, the

held an open house here yesterday. Sa
one of Seattle's superferries—A. P. wi

iling into port

rephoto.

Wickersham, with its flags flying,

in the background was
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SEATTLE (AP) —A dockside
open house was planned today
and Saturion marked the start
Saturday of weekly trips be-
between Seattle and Southeast
Alaska with stops along the Brit
ish Columbia coast. :

Federal law prevents use of
the former Swedish liner to car-
ry | passengers between U. 8.
ports, but Alaskaofficialshopeto

— ——

* devlop roundirp e to Sleek ferryliners of the Alaska Marine Highway System
ﬁf&?&?&&ﬁﬁfﬁ cast off from Seattle Wednesdays and Saturdays for
t vil Tave to st a relaxing and spectacular cruise to Alaska.
rince Rupert, B. ., to an . - " "

Al feny. Persons who gl And one of those ferryliners is the beautiful new MV. —
| ) mh;;oeu:ﬁ Lo, boves | Wickersham. She's the pride of our fleet with nearly -
! “é':’éniir‘?lﬁ points. 400 berths, comfortable lounges and excellent restau-

;t%ww:;trigngmg;;n do syto rapt facilities. There's even room for 140 vehicles. The

dont ;e:zer?;nsgh;?t&i Alada. Wickersham departs on her round-trip voyage every

i’s all because of federal law, Saturday afternoon at 2:30 p.m.

the Jone_eﬁ Actand [hfi'lll'(."'s no_tl?-

uaka oc Lhe Lowe: 888 And on Wednesdays at 5:00 p.m., the M.V. Mala-

al action. spina, Matanuska or Taku will take you on this mag-

Twice Weeky Run nificent journey up the breathtaking Inside Passage.
Seattle To Alaska

s S e LS Ferryliners stop in Vancouver and Prince
Alaska ferryl{)ner saﬂt'{ngs e;i}?.h Now Rupert, B.C., Ketchikan, Wrangell, Peters-
week have begun {rom this - berg, Sitka,Juneau, Haines and Skagway

port city to southeast Alaska.

The twice-weekly departures ¥

are pleanr:‘éfio“fgntﬁlueet}froﬂg(ﬁ- B = Fullrou nd-trlp fares
t the fall and winter ths, . !

st | IO SQAIMNGS incudng accon

modations on this

seven-day excursion start as low

as $144. For more information call

your travel agent or the Alaska

Marine Highway System
at MU 2-6651 in Seattle.

replacing one of the two Mala-

spina-class ships early next

- month. .
Initial schedules call for the \ a
Malaspina-class ships to depart -!
|
|

Seattle at 6 PM, Wednesdays,
and 2 PM, Saturdays, with

" northbound stops at Ketchikan,
Wrangell, Petersburg, Sitka,
Juneau, Haines and Skagway,

arriving at the latter port at
8:15 PM, Sundays and 9:30 PM !
Tuesdays, respectively. e .
: Southbound return trips call
) at all ports except Sitka and
leave Skagway at 6:30 AM, |
Wednesdays, and 8:45 AM, Sun- |
days. :

Capacity on each voyage I8
100 passengers and 128 ye-
hicles.

Information, reservations, and
tickets can be obtained in the
continental United States by
contacting the Alaska Marine
Highway System, c/o Port of
Seattle, PO Box 1209, Seattle,
Wash. 98111, and in Alaska by
contacting reservations, Divi- |
sion of Marine Transportation, ]

Pouch R, Juneau, Alaska 99801, | SAFETY INFERMATION : The M.V, Malz ¥ . e
B <ooiile toleohone o MIPSEERN . : The M.V. Malaspina, M.V, Taku, M.V. Matandsga, registered in the United States,
¥ - -and the M.V. Viickersham, registered in Panama, meet international safaty standards for new ships develo

16651 (area code 206). E ~|in 1960, and meet the 1966?“& safety requirements. ' T y o

- _ A
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BY PON PAGE
_ P-I Marine Writer

Bcattleites are getting the

B00ds on the State of Alaska

s weekend.

The 49th State has been

8 ding us a ferry story.

T8e MV Wickersham is no
Fryboat. She's an ocean-

g@ing luxury liner.

®That was the verdict any-
of Puget Sounders

o boarded the 363-foot
phide of the Alaska Ferries

! flfict at Pier 46 yesterday on

e first day of her two-day

| Ggien house here,

Jmm the dock the top
lavel of the Wickersham
ldpks like a jetliner fuse-
ldge, with the ship's canted
stack as the tfail. Actually,
this is the ship’s solarfum,
where passengers may sit
tbpside and ogle Puget
8bund or Inside Passage

| g@enery in infrared heated
| ‘e@mfort.

There’s been some Alas-
}-type exaggeration about
the number of bars aboard
this ex-Scandinavian beau-

Lty
j n&-'-.ctually, the Wickersham

s only two public bars —
ie up forward with a caba-
f. atmosphere and a cop-
r plated dance floor, one
: the Skybar,” for

ieter sightseeing and con-
nplation.

Ve didn't count the publie

yms aboard — assorted
Jinges with warm red car-
um: and yellow and blue

sy chairs.

fThere’s a cafeteria

Board, naturally. (Alaska

§osn't throw in the meals
with the passage). Also a
plush restaurant worthy of
xumrv liner. The gift shop

sn’t open for yesterday's

n house, but we could
peer through the windows

the sourdough-type sou-

Vénirs.

The bridge was open, and
pisitors thronged it to in-
spect the parlor-neat auto-
inted gear that gives the
v officer pushbufton cone

ither sightseers bounced

the bunks in staterooms
& on the sly, twisted the
@obs that pipe musie to
fip cabins and other com-
f@irtments. Or tried to fig-
put tha multi-lingual

s [la I‘rL;

—P-I Photos by Tom Bar

EIRST.DAY WICKERSHAM VISITORS CHECKED OUT THE INFRA-RED HEATING OF THE SHIP'S TOPSIDE SOLARIUM VIEWPOINT
"Passengers” wers Westour sales girls looking over the luxury of thevAlaska ervite servica they'll help merchandise.

'm{omhw“m '

e s u-u..ﬂ .\Dj.pahi!

add “1.1 ‘U\

? lk‘.n-..
n.-?_

|

{The Wickersham wouldn't
Alaskan without a game
chance, and visitors
ed out blanks for a free

pund trip, The drawing is

for the close of today's
open house, from 10 a.m. to
2p m.
laska has an under-
round motive in this
w-off. She wants to lure
ying passengers for the
ickersham's weekly
ises north out of Seattle,

Alaska's come through' State Ferries announced

B0ff the way the crowd

% 1 k e d yesterday, Alaska
11 find some eager patsies
e,

A ]
' ;

Seattle Post-Intelligencer Fri. Nov. !, 1968 S 25 \

plans last night to give Seattleites their first public ins |

The Wickersham is the 363-foot, $7 million beaﬂty
that Alaska bought from a Norwegian line as the Stena
Britannica. The Wickersham has been too busy, sifnce

side look at the glamorship Wickersham. ’

she arrived, for a proper showhoat presentation here,
But she'll hold open house at Pier 46 Friday, Novembe:
8, from 3 to 7 p.m. and again Saturday. Novembe
h‘nml{)am to 2. Half an hour later s Il sa h on




Wickersham
Joins The Fleet

Alaska expanded its marine highway

- June 26 when the luxury ferry MV Wicker-

sham sailed on her inaugural cruise from
Prince Rupert, B.C., to the ports of South-
eastern Alaska. Governor and Mrs. Walter
J. Hickel headed the list of 200 guests
aboard ship.

The Wickersham joins the Matanuska,
Malaspina and Taku in the Alaska Marine
Highway fleet serving northern British
Columbia and Southeastern Alaska. Spac-
ious and powerful, the former Stena Britan-
nica can accommodate 1,200 passengers,
has berths for 400 and a capacity of 140
automobiles. The 363-foot, 5,300-ton ferry
was purchased for $6,960,000 from Sten
Olson Shipping Lines through Fearnies and
Egers, a Norwegian ship brokerage.

The nine-deck vessel includes a grand din-
ing room that can accommodate 100 per-
sons, is equipped for dinner-dancing and
has a decor that rivals the finest hotels in
the ““South 48.”

Officials expect the ship to substantially
ease the summer tourist lineups at Haines
and Prince Rupert, where waiting for five
days for transportation had not been un-
common in the past. More than 2,000 per-
sons turned out to welcome the vessel and
take part in inaugural ceremonies following
her maiden voyage.
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ALASKA STATE FERRIES are going to stretch out

t ports like Prince Rupert, Ketchikan

e tourists a chance to really four. =

their port calls, at least for ‘the glamorship Wickershamy#
to encourage traffic on the one-week round trip cruise:
from Seattle to Skagway and back. The Alaskans tell us
‘they’re planning to hold the Wickersham for two to four:
hours on calls
and Juneau, to

»
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Big Alaska Ferry
Has 9,600 Visitors

el —

By JAY WELLS
Maritime Editor, The Times

More than 9,600 visitors looked over Alaska's big ferry,
the Wickersham, during her three days of open hgous;?h
Tacoma and Seattle, figures showed today.

The ship went to Tacoma Thursday and was visited by
more than 5500

. On Friday she held open house at Pier 46 and, in spit
the rain, had 1,885 visitors. pito S

On Saturday, when the weather was good, she had 6,633,

The ship sailed Saturday afternoon for Vancouver, B. C.,
Prince Rupert, B. C., and Southeastern Alaska ports.

- She will remain on that run throughout the winter, arriy-
ing in Seattle each Saturday morning and sailing in the
afternoon.

Another Alaska State ferry, a ship of the Malaspina
class, sails each Wednesday from_ Seattle for Southeastein

THE WICKERSHAM,
Alaska's $6.9 million ferry,
went to Tacoma today o
hold an open house.

Before her departure, she
spent several hours maneu-
yering on Elliott Bay and at-
tracting considerable atten-
tion.

She will return tonight to
Seattle, where she will be

n to visitors at Pier 46
from 3 to 7 p. m. tomorrow
and from 10 a. m. to 2 p. m.
Saturday.

'Pier 46 is at the foot of

_Jackson Street.

‘Tomorrow's open house
will be preceded by a short
ceremony at the foot of the
gangpank.

Participating will be May-
or Braman; Capt. Merle Ad-
lum, Port of Seattle Commis-
sioner; Capt. H. J. Lockert,
director of the Division of
Marine Transportation of

| ‘Alaska’s Department of Pub-
“lic Works: M. F. Schafer,

| director of the travel divi-
sion of Alaska’s Department
of Economic Development,

{and the Wickersham’s two
masters, Capt. Ronald Kutz
and Capt. Cecil Rice.

Following the open house
_ Saturday the Wickersham
will move to Pier 30, where

and vehicles before depart-
ing later in the day for Van-
couver, B, C., Prince Ru-
pert, B. C,, Ketchikan,
Wrangell, Petersburg, Ju-
neau, Haines and Skagway.

Because the ship was built
in Norway, the State of Alas-
ka is not permitted by Unit-
ed States law to put her un-
der the American flag.
Therefore she flies the flag
of Panama, although she is
operated by an American
crew.

Since she is under a for-

Hickel

i e € of the S

¢ T -y

Caal

__million ferry bond issue was &
~ setback, but disavowed the pro-

?nosal s an administration
easure. .

' “We lost the ferry bond issue,
which I am sorry for,” bul it was
Democratic sponsored legisla-

tion, namely by Chuck Sassara
(Rep. Charles J. Sassara, D-An-

gldlque} and which I support-

\The governor said he believed

the issue was “talked to death,”

. a@nd that south central residents
had not realized that $7 million

- was for a south central ferry.

FERRY

For the first time since state
ferry service was inaugurated in
Southeast Alaska in 1963,
passenger traffic has shown a
substantial decline over previous
years.

A record tourist year' had
been predicted by state and
tourist industry officials and a
new vessel, the 363-boot M.V.
Wickersham, was added to the
fleet to allow continued
once-a-week  sailings  from

Seattle

But in the last fiscal year,
which ended June 3o, the
three-vessel southeastern fleet
carried 8 per cent fewer

passengers 128,953 compared

| 4o 140,812 than in the prior

|

|
|

!
| year.

Passenger traffic during the

May through August period this
year was not only down 11 per
eent from the same period of a
year ago but also down 9 per
cent from 1966.

Commissioner of  Publie
Works Harold  Strandberg
attributed the decline in
passenger traffic in part to the
greater number of camper
vehicles now using the ferries
which he said substantially
reduces the number of vehicles

| that can be carried on the ear

eign flag, the Jones Law pro=—

hibits her from carrying pass
sengers or freight between
American ports. So Alaskas
bound passengers who boaid
the Wickersham in Seaftlé
will have to get off at Prince
Rupert and transfer (o an-
other Alaska ferry. Passen-
gers who go to Vancouver to.
board her, however, may
ride clear through to .an
Alaska destination. ;
And passengers who just
want to make a round-trip
cruise aboard the Wicker=
sham, without leaving the
ship in Alaska, can ride her
clear to Skagway and back.
It's a confusing situatiom,
but it's federal law
there's nothing the State of

decks.

He also said that with the
extension of the ferry system fo
Spattle last December there is
now more through traffic and
Jess interport traffic, and this
would also account for the
overall decline in the number of

passengers traveling on the

. Gt LB mEat

férries. - 1e

she will . Ala kit
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ANCHORAGE—Former Gov.

William A, Egan this week took
exception to statements made
. by Rep. Howard Pollock regard-
ing the Jones Act and the M/V
wmkarm
?';'I.n sal

A

1l “""1,(\1‘ rfh'\_.t_uh"

>, She won't ma r~1r'u0 h
fime. So her inau gural S?.-f.'!. 2 .
Nov. 9 — 2:30 p.m. The M J" fill in on tha

sham's sched

uled
The week' \

ek's d )
to ]1[\1\- Se Z!["r' A
$7 milli we
thinking 2

}FILI

e with  Wick

Don Dags

safety standards of the United
States of America and not the
Jones Act constitutes the pri-
mary obstacle standing in the
way of the sensible operation
of  the 1oraizn flag veml
,r..r..j ﬁ

L |
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Alaska’s biggest
e lecaves Scattle for Alaska a week

to the public from 3 o
to 2 p.m. the

u.i.‘
1 spend the next .0"
h vl 1c‘| n sci

v but the delay was made for ope

il i 1 r
ail In the a 1fternoon.

Zciilor, The Times
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ferry, will hald

7 p.m. next
following day. |She
1 at the Lockheed Shipbuilding
wal dry-docking and ov erhaul,
after "noon a md go to Pier 37,
I\W

1wedul -"c‘ to leave for Alaska
her here another week.
plenty of time for a
Llnnd]

Alaska's marine supcrinter ndent,

(4] .‘.ﬂ'rl
1

mpleted in

take the Wickersham's place to-

to arrive at Pier 30 tomorrow

the Taku, also sails from here

jﬂ Egan also stated,

"EGAN TEES OFF ON POLLOCK OVER WICKERSHAM

‘‘Congressman Howard Pollock
hoodwinks the people in repeat-
edly failing to tell them that
the basic expressed concern of
Congressman Garmatz, chair-

.nlan of the House Merchant

arine and Fisheries Comittee,

L _sof which Pollock is a member,

hinges on reluctance to support

" a walver for a sovereign state

_of our American Union to en-
gage in all-out American trade

with a vessel that in many im-
; grtant respects does not meet

““Pollock
d others attempt to confuse
¢ issue through reference to

courtesy walver consideration

specific purposes granted
a friendly foreign nation

TIIE
'1'::0'.;';1;': today (o hold a
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ing on Ellintt Bay and atiraciing \u1~.{]*
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Tomorrow's open hous
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Following the ope
vill move to Pier

and vehicles before deparling later in

ver, B. C., Prince Ruperi, B.
Petersburg, Juneau,

Because the shi

wi ( KERSI IAH] AI 1ska's .ph

4|}L prece ded i1\’ a short ceres-

Braman;
oncr;
e Division of Marine Tran
I¥. - Sea
's Department o

| G0
Haines and Skag
'.'.':.\ '.:u.;ln in Norw

State of Alaska having bought a
beautiful White Elephant with
many million dollars of the
taxpayers’ money, crying fits
eyes out because Uncle Sam
wants Alaska ocean passenger
maritime operation to meet
American safety requirements.
The United States acknowledges
that it is impossible to make
any vessel totally foolproof or
totally fireproof. But some of
the chief causes for alarm
regarding passenger safety
aboard the Wickersham are the
substantial number of passen-
ger accommodations below the
water line, excessive use of
styrofoam  materials, heavy
carpeting and thick wood pan-
el.tng."

“The State of Alaska,”’ Egan
continued, “‘rigidly enzorces
upon its citizens the state’s
industrlal and i'lre safety laws
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STANDARDS
make a mockery of sensibje
standards of our U, Coas,
Guard?

‘‘State officlals know of the
safety inadequacies of the
Wickersham, otherwise they |
would have asked representa-
tives of the U,S, Coast Guard
to inspect the foreign flag ves-
sel in September, as they pro-
mised chairman Garmatz they
would do.””

The former governor further
stated, ‘‘Congressman Pollock
and members of Alaska’s pres-
ent state administration should
forthwith admit "that the pur-
chase of the Wickersham was
a financially irresponsible
bungle, and quit trying to place

blame on the Jones Act.
lt enough money is appropriated
by the state legislature to bring
the Wickersham up to American
safety standards, the Congress

the United Stahs will then,
, grant a walver

"undoubtedly
‘that will allow the Wickersham

’5 proudly fly aur American

4 *"‘l have long thought the Jones

- Act has outlived its usefulness
. to the American maritime sys-
tem’s cause. However, in the
e of the Wickersham, passen-
T safety considerations, rath-

than the Jones Act, u-ut':
'm'

TUSTAMENA

The state ferry “Tustumena,”
will go into the shipyard after
the first of the year to be
lengthened from 240 to 296
feet and to undergo other
modifications. '

Eight staterooms, each with

o

two berths, will be added to
give the Tustumena a total of
29 staterooms and 58 berths.
The vessel will be cut in two
and a 56-foot section added lo
give it greater oceangoing
stability and increase its car
deck capacity from 40 to 59
vehicle units.

The modifications will cost
approximately $1.7 m' .on
Funds for the work will come
from the 1966 ferry bond {und.
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This is showboat week on the waterfront. The spot-
light is on the $7 million Alaska ferry Wickersham and ¢
her first invitation for us Seattleites to come aboard to-
day and tomorrow. But she's just oke of several ilashy -
ships af the docks today.

Alaska’s lining the Wickersham's gangplank with a;
red carpet for open houses today from 3 to 7 an tomor-:
row from 10 to 2. Place — Picr 46, at the foot of King .
and Jackson streets. Room for your car on the doeck,
they tell us, while you visit aboard the 263-foot beauty
and inspeet her public rooms and staterooms for 362 pas-.*

4
i
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s

ittle’s look-see follows an open house yesterday for

Tacomans.
TODAY'S WICKERSIIAM OPEN IIOUSE will start

with a civic show at the gangplank. Tomorrow’s open

house will close with | ¢ to Pier 30 to load pas-

sengers and cars for I

tle for ports in B.C. a

irst weekly sailing from Scat-
nd Southeast Alaska. She won’t
load many passengers here, unforturately. As a foreign-,
built ship, the Wickersham can't carry, passengers be-
tween two U.S. ports. So anybody who wants to vide the .

5
i

ka porls is going to have to.

ex-Swedish liner fo Alas
drive north to Vancouver and board her there. .
Actually, it wouldn't be worth Alaska’s while fo %
bring the Wickersham in here, but the 40th State hopes
to build up a one-week trade of round-trip passengers
who board her here and ride her north to Skagway and

back.

NO STRINGS LIKE THAT on midweek Alaska sail-
ings. Scattle-built ferries of the Malaspina class are
scheduled out of Pier 64 every Wednesday at 5 p.m., and
you can ride those boats to any port they serve.

Auto-Liners Begin New Service

Two State of Alaska auto-liner sailings cach week
have begun from Scattle to Southeast Alaska,

The twice-weckly departures are planned to con-
tinue throughout the fall and winter months, with the
new M/V “Wickersham” replacing one of the two Ma-
laspina-class ships in carly November.

Initial schedules call for Malaspina-class ships to
depart Scattle at 5 p.m. Wednesdays, with northbound
stops at Ketchikan, Wrangell, Petersburg, Sitka, Ju-
neau, Haines and Skagway, arriving at the last port at
5:45 a.m. Sundays. Southbound return trips call at all
ports cxcept Sitka and leave Skagway at 8:15 a.m.
Sundays.

The “Wickersham” departs Seattlc at 2:30 p.m.
Saturdays, with northbound stops at  Vancouver,
Prince Rupert, Ketchikan, Wrangcll, Pectersburg, Ju-
neau, Haines and Skagway, arriving at the last port at
9:30 p.m. Tuesdays. It returns at 6:30 a.m. Wednes-
days, stopping at all ports, and arrives in Scattic at 7
a.m. Saturdays. "

Capacity on each voyage is 100 passengers and
128 vehicles.
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By ROLAND LUND

completed in 1967. It can ac-
The motorvessel Wickersh %

commodate 382 passengers, an
. b r &
$6.9 millionn worth of floating!its auto deck has space for 140
i r e d | vehicles. !
Tacomans| The ship has just u::{':cr':n:1e| morrow at
s L - -

! Wednesday at Pier 7. |

The 363 -~ foot,

building in Seattle and is ready|
rylliner is ¢wned by the State of | to begin winter service to Van-;
Alaska and, travels - year-round | couver
between Seattle and cities in|B.C., and Ketchikan, Wr
British Columbia and Alaska.

But Wednesday was Tacoma | Skagway and Sitk
Pay, and visitors spent the late|
hours | snack bar and co

deluxe fer-

Rupert, !

a, Alask:

paneled lownges, and compact, | scafood.
modern staterooms.

Members of the City Council | ship,
and Port of Tacoma officials|w

The Wickersham and a sister to mid-afternoon  departur
provide dritish Columbia and southeastern
celily service from Seatlle. Alas
I'he vessels operate under the
the Alaska
The gleaming while Wicker- | Department Economic
sham, built in Norway, was! Development.

By JAY WELLS

Maritime Edita

ST FERRY, the i\.":t‘i\'.*r::i'ian‘:._WiII The W
. She will hold open house at Pier'7

visil Tacoma this wee
from 3 to 7 p. m. Thursday.
The ship then will return
mJto7p. n. e L
1. Saturday. She will sail later Saturday on the first of her
winter round trips between Seattle and Skagw , SL0]
al Vancouver, B. C., Prince Rupert, B. C., Ketchikan, Wran= | eay ang +
ershurg, Juncau and Haines. :
The Wickersham, which came to Scattle about a mnn{h M/V Wicker
azo for her annual dry-docking, painting and overhaul, is [attle at 5 p. m. each
now at Pier 37.
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vith stops

P 7 7
:_4_..(—7 ‘J/ﬁ S ’]r'/ b
B

(?’":1-;,.L.-Z-L.«'~_‘__ 4 LT

l YWICHKERSIIAM

sueetd al~aL i

WY &=l

D

D

The M/V Wicke 1
latest and largest ferry acqu mn,
will be on public display for the
first time in Scattle today and to-

and
0

Open house has been scheduled
for 3 to 7 p. m. today and 10 a. m.
to 2 p. m. tomorrow. A ceremony
will precede today's open house.
Mayor J. D. Braman, Port of Se-
ngell, attle Commissioner Capt. Merle Ad-

Ship-|

1ines, lum and the ship’s two masters,
o Al 1. Capl. Ronald Kutz and Capt. Ceeil
e vessel has a dining room, Rice will be among the participants.

ail lounge. Following the open house, the
Alaska ship will be moved to Pier 30 for

> prior
for

passcnger and vehicle loadir

ian ports.

Passengers boarding the $6,900.-
000 ship in Seattle will be able to
take cruises to Vancouver or Prinee
Rupert, B. C, or a weeklone round-
trip to all of the ship's Canadian
and Alaskan ports-o

Because the Wickersham is a
foreign-built ship (Norway), fed-

eral Jones Act ulations recuira
that all p: ‘s excepl round-
trip custor those going Lo

Canadia board the ship in|

Vancouve ;
am will be able to
» to 382 passengers
in and ve-
Yoy-
more

than 1000 ;:.:‘..
weekly run fr
also will be ¢

A second
Alaska
h the
a- Ma-
of the

rine H

rDway &

bound for southeaste Alas

" ports,

with its flags flying held a recent ope
background is one of Seattle

18 e Rl ISR

n house lo v
ferries. (AP Wirephota)

Wicky In New Paint

Fanll

—The new A]asl{p $6.9 million ferry. The Wickersham,
isitors in Seattle. Sailing into port in the
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MYV Wickersham Visited By 10,000 Persons

SEATTLE . The Alaska State ferry MV Wickersham is pictured here on her recent
visit to Seattle, departing Pier 46 for Vancouver, B.C., Prince Rupert and S.E. Alas-
ka. The sleek Norwegian-built ferryliner was visited by nearly 10,000 persons in an
open house at Seattle and Tacoma, Washington State superferry Hyak is seen in the
bhackground. The 18-knot vessel will be a frequent caller to Seattle. The Alaska State
fermes are now offering two trips weekly from Seattle to S.E. Alaska. Port of Seattle
photo.

Wickersham Call

TACOMA — Qeveral hundred
persons took advantage of an
open house to tour the Alafs_aka
ferrv svstem’s new vessel W 1(:1,{-
ersham at the Port of Tacoma’s
Pier 7 last week. 1+

Invited guests also participat-
ed in a brief rorf\m.i(m‘ :1b(‘;:Lt_’d
the bic Norweeian-built ship
during her stay here.

DON'T PUT OFF A TRIP out of Seattle on Alaska’s
glamor ferry Wickersham if you're thinking about ane.
The Wickersham’s Saturday run out of Seattle isn't
drawing. Alaska's midweek ferry run is doing reasona-
biy well passengers and cargo. But the Big W sailed
from Seattle Saturday with just six passengers. Picked
up another 18 passengers and six cars in Vancouver,
Alaska probably will keep the glamorship on this run i
fil spring, mostly because it doesn’t want to fire her
cre\ws and fhen fry to round up new .ones in & few
months; But as of now a Wickersham' ‘crdisg north' is
vractically-a private yachfidrip, [ & © o™ i
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