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: . THE ALASKA STATE FERRY TAKU SAT HIGH AND DRY ON WEST KINAHAN ISLAND ON BRITISH COLUMBIA'S NORTH COAST
: - . : The ship ran aground around noon yesterday, heading south at 17 knots in clear weather
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f . PRINCE RUPERT, B.C. — (AP) — An attempt was one of a group of four islands near the harbor enfrance the oil flow had stopped. Officials were keeping a closa
| tllzid Deéi\ﬂ}'f today to fpg‘l} %hﬁ_.‘\lgskal Eerr&l\f 'I;laku and about eight miles west of the city. The midnight  watch on the slick.
semiihe rocky foresnore of West Kinahan Island where watch was taking over from the night watch at the time. he ‘bor master and other officials remaine
8he piled up yesterday with 342 persons aboard. S S SR W g e 298 harbor master and other: officialy remairied .
| eanwhile Canadian Department of Transport i She hit with “‘an awful jar” and ended “‘right up in the scene of the wreck throughout the day and were gl
' 2 g ; TANSPOLT “an the trees,” one member of the crew recounted, available for comment.
, B officials were studying means of dealing with the - : 4 DTy il PR : PR i M o e WSy
R f . S 1l £ No one was seriously injured. Within minutes an oil However, a spokesman for the harbor master's ofijge
] iﬁ“ 0_$Ieamng up .hundreds of gu'Ilons of oil sml]{n_‘:’, tanker, a pilot boat and 'fis}aing boats were on the scene said the slick appeared to be moved seaward and did not
J ,“ lﬂ?egiﬁéoﬁirl‘)e{fseifs tz;{lgture.(tlj t;r.rmsiga_n-‘:i 1hrvat.enln:g Paswhgers were taken off the shriokan ferry by Li_ft‘hﬂgj pose an jnnm-f'i:[;fw threat o, the. harhor: althoggh  thers
o i 3 e L ritish Columbia | to thewaiting ‘Ships, then on 16 Prince 'let.‘?l Wwhere was a danger 1t might be carriedefandward on an income
y degpsSea port of 16,000 personss emergeney quarters were set up in the Moose Hall ing tide later ' ‘ '
! ‘Disaster struck the Taku almostsat the end of a R St Al S e ¥ €0, £ ol A et S e
{ soithbound run to Prince Rupert from Juneau, Alaska. Throughout yesterday the Taku remained ‘high and { ‘:\f_‘_r(‘ lucky the far.j- isn’(gblack oi}y™ the spokesnian
; Steaming at a brisk 17 knots; $he appapently missed the dry on the beach, almost half ‘her length tightly jammed said. “Light diese! fuel is much easier 1o control.
i* . & Wi into the harbor and siammed into West Kinahan, ;’;}a;gcks and her bow nudging the trees covering the i He said the tr'an.«'!m:':i department }1;ir'i|r!i~|}.'ﬂrl1?r“? a}
LR SR s Tas ' _ T helicopter fo spray the slick with an emulsifying agent
iy i b ) t-;h 1 I8 il e 4 W An oil slick"more than three miles wide spread slow- knr.“.,: ;;g Sea-Clean. ‘An oil tanker began pumping ouf
[ INIE Iy outward from the stranded vessel, the remaining fiel at 1 p.m. PDT. i
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The Taku had taken on fuel at Ketchikan, Alaska,
Wfless than 100 miles northwest of Prince Rupert only
#hours before. With her tanks carrving a near capacity

137,096 gallons of oil, port officials feared they might be

. facing a major oil pollution problem.
But yesterday afternoon, the huge oil slick was ob-
. served fo move away from the vessel, indicating that
' probably oniy one tank containing some 19,000 gallons of
- medium-weight bunker fuel had heen ruptured and that
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For a time, the Taku listed heavily to port and re-
porfers attempting to aporoach her were warned off,
being told the vessel was in “a dangerous, tinstable con
dition.” But a rising tide shogtly after noon yesterday
allowed the vessel fo partly right herself.

Yesterday afternoon the B.C. ferrys Queen of Prings
Rupert, backed up to the stranded vessel, tied up sterf'e
stern_and _guickly hegan taking aboard the.73.vehitles
‘nd baggage aboard the Taku. e ity

—_———



The Alaska State ferry Taku is high and dry today after she ran aground
shortly after midnight on the north side of West Kinahan Island, about eight
miles from the mouth of Prince Rupert harbor. A reliable source at the scene said
the ship apparemly missed a channel marker buoy by about half a mile.

The stranded vessel, which is well up on the island and is leaning to port
on about a 45 degree angle, began leaking oil shortly after the incident and report-
ers flying over the scene early this morning said a three-mile wide oil slick was
spreading from the punct ed main tanks of the 352-foot long ship.




State Ferry Goes Aground

One of the state’s large auto ferries, the Taku, sustained
major damage when it went hard aground just out of Prince
Rupert, B.C. Loss of the ferry from service dealt a crippling

blow to the state ferry system at the peak of the summel
tourist travel season.

The ferry piled up on a rocky island just about midnight
while inbound to Prince Rupert with 297 passengers, 45 créw
members, and 73 vehicles aboard. Cause of the accident was
still being investigated by the Coast Guard and the state ferry
system,

Ihere were no injuries as the passengers and-wehicles
were evacuated with the aid of a British Columbia ferry. Bul
the Taku had to limp to a shipyard in.Seattle for major
repairs.

Meanwhile the ferry system broadcast an alert to travel
agencies that southbound motorists without confirmed
reservations would face extremely

attempted to travel via the ferry route.

long .delays if they
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_ Divers Go Down To"

¥ Divers went below water
Fmear Prince Rupert, B.C,
Woday to check the extent of hull
#amage to the Alaska ferry
“Paku before she makes a trip to
Seattle shipyards for repairs.

The 352-foot vessel was pull-
ed off a small island at the mouth
‘of Prince Rupert harbor at high
“fide early today by four tug
baats.

She is anchored at a nearby
gove and has a three-degree list
fo starboard and is slightly
down by the bow.

A spokesman said if the div-
ers don't find any serious dam-
age to the ship’s bottom plates,
gthe Taku will steam south un-
der her own power for repairs.

Tue Ship ran aground while

’

traveling at about 20 miles per

PETERSBURG

. Inspect Taku’s Hull

hour early Wednesday morning.

Deputy  Commissioner of
Public Works David Peterson
said today the main question Mis

whether we can move her wilhs}

out spilling more oil.”

The Taku's outer hull was

opened and some of her tanks
broken when she ran aground,
creating a reported three
mile wide oil slick which was
subsequently controlled.
Peterson said traffic per-
sonnel in the Division of Mar-
ine Transportation are eur-

rently re-examining schedules
and reservations. g
Present plans call for the

Taku runs to be lined out, while
other..runs, continue . as sghed

uled;

Wednesday, July 20, 1970

PRESS,

FOUR HURT: NONE SERIOUS

PRINCE RUPERT (AP)--The Alaska state ferry Taku

ran aground today with 342 persons aboard

miles west of Prince Rupert.
Four of the 297 passengers and 45 crewmen were
taken to hospitals here but none of the injuries

were serious.

eight

A crewman aboard the southbound 352-foot craft
said the $5 million ferry "is right up in the
trees" near the mouth of Prince Rupert harbor.

The Taku was headed south for Prince Rupert at

17 knots when the

accident occurred.

(Editor's Note: Petersburg residents aboard in=-
cluded Mr. and Mrs. Palmer Pederson)

Help was on the scene within minutes of the ac-

cident.

The oil tanker Imperial Nanaimo put a

pilot boat alongside to take off the injured.

d tugs and lifeboats were used
to take the passengers and crewmen to shore.
Reporters flying over the stricken craft after
daylight reported she was on the rocks with about

half her length and was listing 45 degrees to

Fishing boats an

port.

Damage to the bow plates was clearly vis-

ible and a heavy oil slick covered three-fourths

of a mile and was

The harbor captain at Prince Rupert said the

spreading.

ferry appeared t@ have missed a marker buoy by
half a mile when turning to enter Prince Rupert

harbor.
accident occurred.
motels,

hotels and hémes.
returned to the ship*when it got light.
Capt. Herbert (Red) Lockert, director of the

He said it was dark but clear when the

The rest of the drew 5

state Department of Marine Transportation was
@in Prince Rupert today, arriving by chartered

aircraft. Efforts were being made to refloat

the craft on the high tide.
A crewman aboard the ferry said she went a-
ground with "an awful jar."

"There were holes in her all right,'

said

the crewman, who declined to be identified.
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First Major Ferry Mishap Occurs
Near Peak Of The Travel Season

2
pouring out all over every-"
thing." o 8
The sailor said things “‘spilled

By ALLAN ADASIAK
Empire Staff Reporter

“We were off course. There's
no question about that,” Strand-

“said that infor-

o Strandberg
tion received prior to L
ert’s arrival in Prince ! R

indicated ‘“‘there is some_
damage, but as far as we K
the ship is not leaking’

water.” :
The commissioner ‘said

gepreliminary reports were 'nlhat;

“damage was “just in the fuel
tanks and second bottom. There
is no question the damage is
such a nature the ship will have
to go to the shipyards.” _

If the noon attempt to pull the!
Taku off the rocks is unsuccess-1
ful, then “we will remove )

5-'ﬁ:ars and ballast and make an-
fother try at the next high ﬁde,i
~about midnight,” Strandbeng!

Said, 4

In the event of a second failt31

ure, he said, “‘there’s an even

! Compiled from Associated berg said. : . R

& Press Pand Empire Reports. An attempt to pull the Taku all over” when the Takiss higher tide at midnight tomol 1
. off the island without removing crunched on to the island. * I't(; mf‘f"m T .

. “The Alaska ferry system any of the cars or fuel from her an awful mess.” e Taku will go to Seattled
ol s¢as dealt a crippling blow early was to be made during high tide Passengers reported there where we will get a survey m

b . 1oday as the ferry vessel Taku, at about noon today, he said. was little panic. in order to estimate how long'i§
I S. with 342 persons aboard, steam- The sailor said he didn't know P. G. Gamertsfelder of Na- i m‘“ He o of service,” the cu“‘a

14 onto the rocks of East Kinahi- what caused the accident, but berville, 0., returning homeé it sioore aakl. 5
AR ten Island. eight miles west of ‘“there will be an inquiry by the with his wife after an Alaskan ] As it stan@s just now, e
Foll Irince Rupert, B.C. United States Coast Guard.” He tour, said they were in the vess have no intentions of doing anys
L said the grounding occurred as sel’s middle lounge when shyd _fHmng but notifying people thati
(i3 RELATED STORY the midnight watch was being went aground. b5 ithere will not be any sailings,ony
b8 PAGE 6 changed. “The luggage was beside me days ;:‘3" the, Taky was,
R David Rothwell of New Zea- on the floor and it kept going™ uled,” e said. JH§ 51 §
]?" It was the first major mishap land, a passenger, said that fol- but nothing happened. Some lif-

e —requiring tne removal of pas- lowing the grounding passen- tle kids were sleeping on the_

i sengers and crew—since the gers were directed to the lower floor and they didn’t even wake Strandberg said the remai

|',‘ Alaska Marine Highway began decks, where they were handed Uup. There wasn’t the least bit of L vessels “might be able oy

. pperations in 1963. lifejackets, then put aboard panic. One or two folks got ex- hat le the northbound traffig

g Four of the 297 passengers small vessels and taken to cited but most were very h at this time of year do%

N and 45 crew members aboard Prince Rupert. calm.” start to drop off.”

b the state-owned ferry were The passengers were first Noting that damage informa- Southbound traffic,  how-
1 treated for minor injuries at a taken to the Moose hall in down- tion was still incomplete,, ¥er, is expected to continte
&0 Prince Rupert hospital and re- town Prince Rupert, where they Strandberg said, “I'm jusg :}_hil_avy_ k
I leased. were given coffee, then taken to guessing, but probably the ship %0The two other ferries of !

. A member of the ship’s crew hotels and rooming houses for will be out all the month of Aug- }aku class that travel the waters’
{ said the 353-foot Taku “is right the night in this community of ust” for repair work in a ship- M0FSoutheast Alaska are the Ma#!
f up in the trees” on the island, ~about 16,000. Twelve spent the yard. aﬂ%ﬁka and the Malaspina.

o e

situated near the mouth of
Prince Rupert harbor.

night at the hall.
Capt. Jim Sande stayed
aboard with a skeleton crew of

The four state ferries plying
Southeastern waters  were
booked at or near capacity for

Wickersham makés

| trips as far south as Vancouver,
¥B.C., but cannot haul passen-

§ . The sailor, who refused the
! use of his name, said the Taku
/ was steaming at 17 knots south-
5 ) bound for Prince Rupert and
&5 Seattle when she ran aground.
“There was an awful jar,"” the

Lgers oOf. cargo between two

southbound trips during August. ¥ ;
! American ports since she is

“This is going to hit us pretty® & :
hard,” Strandberg said. N of foreign manufacture.

With the Taku disabled, “wes § A news release issued by
will lose about a quarter of ou! | Strandberg Tuesday said femry
capacity,” he said. traffic is up 15 per cent for the

six. The remainder of the crew
returned to the vessel after
dawn.

The Taku, which has a capac-
ity of 500 passengers and 100 au-
tomobiles, was carrying 73 vehi-

pR——

sailor said. ‘‘There are holes in

5 er all right.” cles on the trip. Southbound  vehicle traffic Jfirst six months of the year,
iy, ‘ommissioner  of  Public The sailor said the Taku hasa has been bottle-necked at §With 51,935 passengers carried
8B Works Harold Strandberg said double bottom with fuel stored Haines, where people Without QI “outhoastein vessels, comg
i the ship had sustained hull dam- between. reservations have had to wailf fpared to 45351 for the same

up to four days on standby bes i period last year. ,

“There is a hole ripped in the
side,” the sailor reported. “She  fore space opened up on a ferry.”
must have hit the main s “Asked about the effect of the

I 1 i ’- 3 .
MHWMi | foku grounding on st,and_gy.“

time at Haines, Strandberg sal
““There's no question there are § month. _
going to be a lot of disappointed ¥ “Preliminary traffic figurgs
people who are not going oy | for July indicate July and Aung-
Make the trip south. .. Iust will once again operate at
"] estimate that after people | eapacity,” the release said.
g\re to wait a certain length®f 1 Traffic backups generally
1e..if they can’t get a shipisl | have occurred because persons
‘;ume they would go down the, . with vehicles did not have reser-‘

- o : vations.
1:! ‘ i‘m‘ ‘%.’-,"

-l n F
FIA RIN -
..'l....“"‘d"c"l-':-..I J h—-

¢ and was listing “at about

but according to ! In June 21,175 passengers

! were transported, an increase
! of 1,042 that occurred in spite of}
| eapacity limits being reached®
dduring the latter part of thé

"degrees,”

eﬂl'ly reports was not leaking

Sl

S A |

t!_ctl?l’ of the state Division of

T T}”ﬂnfﬁrmuon, 1
au early ay to take it
t-hand look at .the v i
‘coordinate operations, '

Y e

~you write |
r .‘"-..t_ s 41

bon Tees

‘Taku Sailings:
“Cancelled

»Strandberg

e

T VR

““Bommissioner of Public Works

"Harold Strandberg said that the
Senly contemplated change i

heferry scheduling astheresultof

“fhe accident is that sailings of tig

Taku will be cancelled.
said that the
service to Seattle will continue
because of the commitment 1o
persons using the run. He
said that northbound traffi¢ is
dropping off so handling that
fraffic may not be too difficult.
The Seattle-bound ferry may
gslop in Prince Rupert south-
"Bound to assist in handling the
‘sputhbound traffic volume.
_.The state administration,
Strandberg said, has wired Sen.
“Ped Stevens in Washington, D.C.
urging that the department of
fransportation grant a temporary
‘Waiver to the Jones Act so the
ferry Wickersham can handle
imtraport traffic in Alaska while
ghe Taku is off the run.

Strandberg said he expects

“the Taku to be out of service for

% %é’mrwm‘ LAY

Ferry Waiver
Urgently Needeéd,
Says Candidate

Mike Wade today urged
Alaska’s U.S. Sens. Mike Gravel
D, and Ted Stevens, R, “to eall
wpon their colleagues in the Seie
ate o release Secretary of.ln
erior Hickel from his commis
ments which prevent him frem
jssuing a waiver of the Jones
Act for the state ferry Wicker

The candidate for the state
Homse of Representatives siid

_,%eedﬁmundmg of the ferry Taku

esday ‘‘makes it im

Ltigdithat a waiver be obta
if only on a temporary basis.” ¥

reyise the ferry schedul

%liminate the Seattle run

the Taku is back in the fleet. § §
“Let’s not force any su

Wade also urged the state s

“'yistfors to bypass Southea

A}ﬁ:ﬁis ul'lless %9 5 '|
necassary,” he o |

3
THE TAKU CF : m% VUNTIMELY
hWIST yesterday m picture cutline writer had

® Alaska State ferry running aground “‘around noon.*™
ctually, of course, she hit the rocks around midnighti
e cutline man misread 12:30 a.m. Not a rare sort of
stake. and it reminds us how much more efficient the
$Navy system is, with a day that runs from zero to 2400

an %

|
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THE TAKU, ITS BOW OUT OF THE WATER,
y¥yas foined at 12:30 this afternoon by the Can-
yadian ferry, Queen of Prince Rupert, whose
,open bow met the open stern of the stricken
?alp.l Men walked between the two ships, but

to remove the Taku from the rocks of the small
island near Prince Rupert, or to unload the
Alaska ship’s vehicles, which could be seen
aboard from the air,

—Ketchikan Daily News Photo

“as ‘of 1 pim. no attempt had been made either

ST B

“PINLE RUI’EHT B.G: (AP:
g=dhe Alaska ferry Taku, with
\#48. persons aboard, crashed
elard aground on West Kinahan
Jisland early Wednesday and oil
@spilling from her ‘ruptured tanks
threatened to pollute the harbor
afthis north coastal British Cn
) a port.
ha'«'i‘ni?(l‘ f?'ll} southbound frqm
Alaska for Prince Rupert with
2#7 passengers, 45 crew mem-
.bers and 73 vehicles aboard,
" phled up on the rocky island just
,as.the midnight watch was’ be-
g changed. All were taken aff
y#ithout incident except for a
skeleton crew hliml remained
rd overnight
'ﬁe Taku r‘:;n half of her 382
oot length onto the rocks an
Jwas reported listing at a 45-de-
ufree angle in.'a dmgm uli-
_stable, condition. ™. . 143 ey

\

No one was seriously injared
@8 she rammed aground at 17
pknots, coming to rest in what
ane member of the ship’s crew
gescribed as “right up in the
&rees.” Four persons were treat-
€d in hospital for minor injur-
ies, then released.

Port officials were concerned
about the pollution danger from

8 heavy oil slick, more than

three miles wide, spreading
from the side of the stranded
vessel,

West Kinahan is one of a

jgroup of four small islands sit-

uated eight miles west of dock
lacilities in Prince Rupert Har-
m Otficials said the incoming

could sweep the oillintothe

-;;rbur. resulting’ in a seribus
problem. A5
A member of the ship’s crew,

' who declined use of his name,

said the Taku was steaming at
17 knots when she hit with “an

wawful jar.”

“There are holes in her, all

ht,”” he said. _
l.ig'l'i'le sailor said he didn't know
what caused the accident, but
“there will be an inquiry by the

United States Ccast Guard.” He I
said the grounding occ_urred‘as
the midnight watch was being |

changed.

David Rothwell of New Zea- |
land. a passenger, said that fol= |

lowing the grounding passens
gers were directed to the lower |
decks, where they were handed |

Iéjejackets then put aboard

wwm W

Prince Rupert. : -

— bxNormand Dupre

r-o:cha- ‘passengers - were "~
taken to the Moose hall in down-
fown Prince Rupert, where thay'
Wwere given coffee, then take o,

otels and rooming houses for.
the night in this community of
about 16,000. Twelve spent ’the
night at the hall.

Capt. Jim Sande stayed
dboard with a skeleton crew of
Six. The remainder of the crew
returned to the vessel after
dawn.

The Taku, which has a capac- |
ity of 500 passengers and 100 au-
tomobiles, was carrying 73 veg-
cles on the trip.

The sailor said the Taku ha
fu ,
Hw@?’“m‘#ﬁ b
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Al o Pomimty ‘fiiﬂ
ckert

SRt 12:03 a.m. July 20 the MV
Taku inbound to Prince Rupert
saany aground on East Kinahan
and. All 265 passengers
were sent ashore.
ecause of an 18 degree list
& . James Sande removed the
‘vgqf and stood by the vessel in
“@ pllot boat. Capt. Sande and
. Begessary crew members are
now back on board and survey-
ing the damage. An attempt
will be made to refloat the
ship at noon today. If this is
unsuccessful, vehicles will be
removed by barge and the ship
further lightened by removal
L_ﬁf‘uel.
/ ,;'f‘idal conditions are more
d@vorable with each successive
fide higher than the tide at the
3"@'11& of the incedent.
© 4 Capt, Sande veported the. sliip,.

® Riven

1es

o Scene

preliminary investigation dndi-
cates damage is limited to pune-
tured fuel tanks.

Dept. of Public:Works Comis-
sioner, Harold D. Strandberg,
stated that Capt. J. J. Lockert,

* director of the division of Marine

Transportation, accompanefl by
Capt. Ben Dixen, Marine Super-
intendent and Joel RncksEd‘
port engineer, are en te
by charter plane to zlssisd the
situation and oversee operdfions
for refloating the vessel,

SHIP TO DRYDOCK }
Commissioner Strandberg $old
the Daily News this morn-
ing, “We know the ship iwill
have to go to drydock andwill
probably be out of service mhost
g've
ch.’

S




:mmw

PR g Qs = .

* Passengers Criticize = %7
Evacuation Procedure »«

Special to the Daily News

PRINCE RUPERT — David
Rpthwell of New Zealand, a pas-
agnger aboard the Taku when it
“went aground near Prince Ru-
pert today, gave the Prince Ru-
pert Daily News this version
_of the accident:

+*] was sitting in the front
dpunge on the right hand side of
the ship just looking out occas-
donally. I saw what I thought
was an island and 1 said to my
friend that we are getting aw-
fully close.

*1 thought we were in a nar-
row channel or something. I
eould see rocks and trees.

““Suddenly I knew we must be
going ashore. I stood up and
yelled, “We're going to hit!" I
felt a bit foolish, but instantly
~we erunched up on the rocks.

“There were about 50 passen-
ges in the lounge. Everybody
sa!:;there dazed for a second.

“Then, when people realized
| what had happened, they began
| standing up and milling around.
; It was like a dream. They took
| awhile to get hold of themselves.

“Everyone appeared very
lealm. It seemed several min-
utes before any word came over
{ the intercom.

i “People were wandering
{ about looking over the side,
still dazed. ol

"DON PAGE" =

“Passengers were then told
to move to the lower deck where
they were handing out life jackets.
Most seemed quite jolly. It
was at least 10 minutes before
help arrived.

“The first vessel on the scene
was the Esso oil tanker Imper-
ial Nanaimo. She was able to
stand off about 50 feet from
the grounded ship. Later, Pilot
Boat 3 arrived at the accident
scene.’

Rothwell added, ‘‘Nobody
seemed to know what to do.
The group I was in was shuffled
back and forth. We finally got
into a life raft in the back of the
ship which the crew lowered
away from the Taku. We were
then taken into the oil tanker.

“Later some of the rescuefi

passengers were transferred
from the Imperial Nanaimo
to the pilot boat.”

Wallace Otto of Forest Grove,
Ore., was also in the forward
lounge with his wife and a friend
when Rothell called the initial
warning.

“My wife and 1 were sitting
reading maps when we heard
somebody yell ‘We're going to
hit.”"” he said.

“And about this time it was
obvious we had hit.

“The ship was shaking, vi-

brating . and - there was a, Joud

5 ]
noise. It was followed by a sho#t
lull and then there was anothér
thud. ;

“lI heard several screamis,
but don’t know where they came
from. It was unreal, unbelievahle,

something that just doesnit
happen these days. 4
“Everything was stopped,

then they flipped on the
lights. We could see where
were.

“I felt that it (removal 'of
the passengers) was a little dis-
organized. First of all, nob(ﬂy

knew what to do.

“At first, it was a matter of a
minute or two before any an-
nouncement came over as' fo
what procedure was to be taken.
At first, people were wander-

ing around putting on life jacks
and not knowing what to

“One crewman would tell ‘s
to go here, another would tell
us to go somewhere else. We
were told not to worry, out'it
was more than an hour befere
I got into the oil tanker, and"I
was not one of the last to get
off. G5

“I felt the lack of organi;_;-
tion and time involved in getting
off ship, if there had been an
extreme emergency, could haye
meant extreme trouble for ;
of us. I feel very fortunate lw
there was another _ship thexe .~

he said. ay¢na od 2qmldiio

“

Ht's finally happened. :
e Ferry system, the lnkl in 7'z

'R‘t:i‘t
Pha made the cruise that inaugurated state ferry servieg

UV{'F the 679 lovely,

1&’3\‘ ports..

(:J.at,hrlp

"We've got the answer. The Alaska fer-
able to maintain service,
istugetcars through fog, snow, rain and va-
7% vyears before the
Tal{u piled up on an island off Prince Rupert before dawn 1

‘ru's were

fioug mixtures, for

Alaska F erries

A serious mishap in the Alsska

sometime twisting miles of the Inside
@ssage run from Prince Rupert fo Ska‘t,“.u via Sitka apdithe T
Most of us on that first cruise b

Soatiered how long the ferries could make
#tyt at top speeds nf 18 knots, without a
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Had Good Remvtﬁ
.H..m

{iaku has npeuenced W0 — both in ¥
Another time, in 1963, two milschievous buys slipped
aku's wheelhouse, slammed the controls full ahgad
“And almost cleaned out the dock at Petersburg. But no peal
S fbrackups. Alaska Slato Ferries has proved itself, even it
4 years to run a hoat on the rockss

EARLY ERRONEOUS REPORTS tabbed the Takmq
{8¥aitie-bound. She wasn’t. The Taku is on the Prince
geri-Skagway run. Her sister, the Malaspina, is the Hoﬁ

: lw»el and she’s due here tomorrow morning on sche

THE TAKU CRACKUP will throw the Prince Rugs

;estmu: 1y. We're still not sure how bad the Taku is dagi: "&mrlhlmund schedule into a mess, at season’s peak. Ve

ggad. We do know that, even after 7% years, and we dofft} §
6y how many million miles, Alaska State Ferries nevany

shad a fatal passenger accident.
[T I "'

tluck,” one: Alaska fer:
whig? iy

WE TAKE OUR HAT OFF to the men and ships tHak .
Mbuald a record like that, How do they do Il’ “Jsts §

SRS n’r?dw' m

i’

w4
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ck space and passenger cabins are booked solidy
9 er vessel available o handle the Taku's reservati

g Wickersham and Matanuska will keep runmng’,‘:ﬂf
rse, but Alaska State Ferries is ad\rlslng motoring trav
rs with Taku reservations, ‘“Keep going, up the
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MARINE LIFE DAMAGE LI

Oil slick
confained

TAKU PASSENGERS—Some slept, others drank coffee andl

chatted, and still ot
.r‘h:s morning at 4 at t
S grounded !

Jinto Prince Rupert. There v

“phoned their distant homes to te
kets. “‘Guess I just d
sd. They were mostly Americans, and

JMany still wore their lifejac
dake it off.,” one rem

at around stunned. This

pose Hall where passen
ska ferry Taku gathered after they
s a lineup at the telephone as many
11 friends and relatives the news:

the scene
from the
e brought

dn’t think t@

e guestion uppermost in their minds now is, ‘‘How am | goiag

“There is a hole ripped in'the
& side"” the sailor reported. “She
“must have hit the main tanks
midships. Theére is heavy oil
Wpouring out all over every-
thing." '
The sailor said things “spilled
,':tll: tover” when the Taku
Sirtnched on to the island. “It’s
samawful mess.”
! Passengers reported there
\ wae little panic.
P. _G. Gamertsfeldervof Na-
AservilleadINio retiwning Home

s HE= oA i Hib

2 [ o o=

Towith” nig''wife "aftér an Alaskan

<

tour, said they were in the ves-
sel’s middle lounge when She
went aground.
“The lug was beside ‘me
1 alng
but nothing happened. Some #it-
tle kids were sl ng on 'the
floor and they didn’t even wake
up. There wasn't the least bit'of
panic. One or two folks got'ex-
Seited s buto 'most were viry
daloydieh  bemd :

£ samblaauunes

The Taku was pulled off the
rocks early this morning and is
now anchored in a bay just seuth
of West Kinahan.

Captain Ed Harris of “the
Department of Transport said the
vessel does not appear to be
taking on water nor dggs
anymore of the 90,000 gallons Of,
Bunker ‘‘B' it was carrying seefi
to be leaking. |

Divers are examining el
vessel, Harris said,and therr are
no immediate plans to, move: it

Im*" area.. ! 3 i

Most of the 17,000 gallons of
Burnker “‘B" that leaked from the
Alaska State ferry Taku, whichy
grounded on West Kinahan Island |
midnight Wednesday, has been
eontained within log booms|
thrown around the vessel imd-i
poses no large scale threat o
marine life, Fisheries protection:
officer Jim Connor said HhiS)
morning. 29

That portion of the lightss
medium fuel which escaped into}
tidal currents was treated withi
Bea Clean, an emulsifying, agent |
which sinks.the oil to the bottom,|

It ‘was reported 'that ‘the
Department of Transport used 10
barrels of Sea Clean Wednesday
on slicks drifting toward 'the
harbor entrance and Metlakatls
Pass.
Connor said the only significant|
amount of oil now floating outSitle’
the boom containers is on fthe
west side of Digby Island. -

Connor was on the sceng
Wednesday and flew out tos
Kinahan at 9 this morning, @8
officials continue to assess the|
best_method of dealing with ol
contained in the boom, . oy
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%S — They chatted, tried to sleep and drank gallons of coffee Taku as they gathered at
orning. These were passengers off the grounded Alaska ferry  hours after arriving in town

the Moose Hall. Some still had their lifejackets on a fSW'
- "It was memorable, to say.the least,” one said.

) ! ;_‘-‘ iy T '-'J L.
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: 'EN TO THE RESCUE
ert is shown unloading the Alaska State ferry Taku early

ﬂe&iay aftern
e Taku ¢

hThe

— The B.C. ferry Queen of Prince

een took the Taku's vehicles so
off Kinahan Island early this

L IIL]

Jppuan

morning. The Taku went aground about midnight Tuesday while
southbound for Rupert. The small island is about eight mll&s
from here.

— Vern Ciccone photo.

,groundmg as a quar‘wr mill
dent. And at that, the \ :

t her stem,
in for abou
hull’s 350-foot length. The Lock
yargd has put two «}n ts on the Takt
‘10 have her back rupning in two

Taku On




< Disaster Averted

+ M
e Il the damage to the state ferry Taku and back and forth, We finally got into a life raf‘:ﬁ
L Mawoc its removal from the marine highway the back of the ship which the crew lowered awa
stem will play with ferry schedules at this peak from the Taku. We were then taken to the 'djl

0f the travel system, the state may thank tanker.” i
| lugky stars that a tragedy of major propor- Said another passenger: ‘I felt that it tremqﬂ’-

cwas averted. al of passengers) was a little disorganized. First
?I'aku crunched bow on into West Kanahan of all, nobody knew what to do. At first, it was'a’

nd near Prince Rupert shortly after midnight matter of a minute or two before any .';mnt:al.lm-?éﬁ"'i
st Wednesday and hung up on the island, giving ment came Over as to what procedure was to |

@'time to remove all passengers safely. taken. At first, people were wandering arou
the vessel rammed the island, then veered putting on life jackets and not knowing what

f into deep water again, a potentially disastrous do.
juation could have developed. “One crewman would tell us to go here, an-
Fortunately, there were other vessels near by other would tell us to go somewhere else, We
.came to the Taku's assistance — and, equally were told not to worry, but it was more than an._
eranl. the seas were calm. hour before I got into the oil tanker, and 1

{0 one perished or was seriously injured. not one of the last to get off.
It remained only to lighten the vessel, pull her ‘] felt the lack of organization and time inv
if the island, and send her on her way down the ed in getting off ship, if there had been an

seti a Seattle shipyard for repairs. treme emergency, could have meant extreme |
“for the favorable circumstances attending trouble for all of us. I feel very fortunate that!

yunding, another story might have been there was another ship there." b
e

about it. Accounts by passengers of the The state is very fortunate too. From thi
{@i8nt, carried in the Ketchikan Daily News, perience it has undoubtedly learned impo
ndigate procedures were inadequate for coping lessons and will carefully reappraise its emer
gith the emergency. gency procedures to make sure they would be

“Nobody seemed, to know what to do.”" said, adequate in apy, future ferry system mishfg. JBA
ne passenger. ' The group | was in shuffled , EB.

s N ASTANLIA SR

" Daily News Reporter
. Describes the Scene . ;’

3y NORMAND DUPRE low the water line were visible jJabout five square miles of sea
y sure picked the biggest . at high tide and the thrust propel- *fwas covered with the fuel -51
) the water,” said Webber  lers on the bow could be seen. Shortly after 12:30 p. rln il
ot Ken Linder as we first No damage was visible from Canadian ferry, Queen of p”rin' Seib

he Taku, from about 10 ;* the air even though our Cessna Rupeft, whose bow opens &
an;ty‘ with its bow nearly 4 180 dipped to within 100 feet of vehiBles, moved to the stern$
Ethe water. * the surface. Several small boats the 4Taku. The Canadian §
B otk was lodged on. an « Were al rest about the ferry and %sat®with ifs open bow agai
d about eight miles south two large wooden barges were the open stern of the Alas
’m‘-e Rupert at the mouth towed out to the site frm_n Prince ferry, and men moved back a
@ harbor. The island, West Ly about 11:30 this morn- forth between the ships. TWo
n, is about three-gvarters ing. Two planes floated near- camper pickups were visible in
Smile long. Two other fer- by, and one other circled with the stern of the Taku, but as of
gane entering and one leav- s for a whie. 1 p.m. when we left the scene,
the mouth of fhe Rarkon. < Ihg first and most eye-catch- no effort had been made to re-
@ wide loops as they ap- ing 3181_“ as we first approach_ed move the vehicles. f
ghed the island. The Taku the stricken ferry was the slick The Taku's four white life:
ared to have missed mak- of tuel_ from the shrp‘s_ tanks. boats lay tied up at the stern.
e loop and ran into the The slick spread out in long «~ Naerocks were visible beneath
RS S imest bead-on; arms as fz_ar as nine miles north the ferry other than those Uk
. of the accident scene. It appear- der the bow. The Taku's stern
‘Taku rested at an oblique  ed ‘quite thick in some places was somewhat lower "m the
to the small tree-covered nearer the small island, and it calnt water than usual Rought- |
_listing slightly when we reached well into Prince Ru- ly, 20 to 25 feet nflh!'h :‘Ll.\'i—t'f:iu@ L

hepe- ke this ning. Ao pert Harbor.and about one mile bow below the water :
- - ¢ S el L. AlC At ow_below the water line ¥
£ﬁm;m aflll%bwb&- “northof Dighy Island - 1n- total: - visible: R v - ;
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UPERT ((AP) — Divers today were .inspecting
h or(the Alaska state ferry 'ralm following

ﬂ‘"’mmw s ound on an island eight miles
. The ship, which went agr oi:i-t:e' high tde about mid-

! was ~anchored  off the island,
The ship was~an® b of Marine Transpor-

night. :
1 of the Alaska Department of r

kﬁc?usd it the damage was not too serious the ferry
would probably head ‘south under her own _ppwer or be

“aeco ed by a tg.
m?p?r?ku ran’ aground with 842 persons aboard,

1 ; o r 1 : ’ -

sons ‘were reported injured, It was not imm

rmleg::néd \f any Wrangell residents were aboard the
on the scene within mi .
s tanker Imperial Nana;mq'put a
side to take off the injured.
and tugs and ]_.:i_.'feb
the passengers and crewmen to shore.

1isting 45 degrees to

the bow P

le and a heavy ol :

of a mile and was spreading. . 3 t_ =
skipper of the Taku, Jim sande of -Ketchi-

kaﬁhind s?.?: orew members stayed aboard during

the night. In town, passengers were lodged in

motels, hotels and homes. i :
A crewman aboard the ferry said she went a-
“"an

awful jar." .

I

nutes of the ac-

oats were used

the stricken craft after
s on the rocks with about

vis-
~ . e to )
tgrt. i 4 i1 slick covered three-fourths

Photo

peke oS ARuTN

as vessel lists to porf

shortly after midnight on the north
miles from the mouth of Prince Rupert harbor.
the ship apparently missed a channel marker buoy

 The stranded vessel, which

_ers flying over the sceme early this morning

W

c:‘%!'m?' commanded by
ot Jim Sande, was carrying
% passengers, approximately 46
T mmnﬂaen and_ 73 vehicles when
BRI ene 8 mmed into the island, one

b Ny ﬂ--group of four situated 'neatv'
i ._..._” of- Prince Rupert
Four passengers aboard the

|ee-owned ferry were

Spital for treatment oi'akr:jr:::{j STAYED ON BOARD

ries but were later released. The captain and several of-
i unidentified crewman said ticers stayed with the groundedi
. accident occurred ag the ship. Other crewmen returned to
hight the stricken vessel this morning.

t caused the accident but
“there will be an enquiry by the
United States Coast Guard.”

“She must have hit in the main |
tanks midships. There is heavy
oil pouring out all over
everything.

watch wa i
Biged. S being Captain Sande has been with
e sailor said the Taky the line since its inception in 1963.
ning at full cruising speed of ‘He worked his way up from
,.. lgo}lfhbound from Ket i-gu:gnd mate to first mate and
AT rince Rupert en - captain.
iground Pert when she Only visible damage from the

air_is to the bow plates on the
A

le’s right upin the trees,” He

2! noticeably, .00 0 e oo

©  The Alaska State ferry Taku is high and dry today after she ran aground
side of West Kinahan Island, about eight

A reliable source at the scene said
by about half a mile. '
) is well up on the island and is leaning to port
| on.about a 45 degree angle, began leaking oil shortly after the incident and report-
: said a three-mile wide oil slick was

spreading from the punctuzed main tanks of the 1352-fost long ship.

| pDavid - Rothwell - of New
| Zealand, a passenger on the ship
|described the accident as
follows:

“] was sitting in the front
lounge on the right hand side of
the ship just looking out oec-
casionally.

] saw what I thought was an
island and I said to my friend,
that we were getting awfully |
close. 1 thought we were in a |
narrow channel or something. 1
could see rocks and trees. |

#Suddenly 1 knew we must be

ing ashore. 1 stood up and |
yelled ‘we're going to hit’. I felta |
Bit foolish, but instantly we|
erunched up on the rocks.

“Phere were about 50
passengers in the lounge.
Everybody sat there dazed for &
lsecond. Then when people

from scene shows Alaska state
ferry Taku on rocks where she rammed
aground early .Wednesday near Prince
Rupert, Damage to gﬁ“ is wvisible,

e

=g —

south for a

s

LIKE A DREAM'
‘‘“Everyone appeared

palm. It seemed several minutes ':

before any word came OVer the |

véry |

inter-com. . People were wan-|
dering around, looking over e
gide, still dazed.

| “It was like a dream. They took |
_awhile to get hold of themselves:|

““Everyone appeared very
calm. It seemed several minutes |
before before any word came
over the inter-com. People were
wandering around, looking over
the side, still dazed.

*“Passengers were then told to
move to the lower deck where
they were handing out life
jackets. Most seemed quite jolly.

“Jt was at least 10 minutes
before help arrived.”

First vessel on the scene was
the oil tanker, Imperial
Nanaimo. She was able to stand
off about 50 feet from the
grounded ship. Later, Pilot No. 3
arrived at the scene. |

Rothwell added, ‘‘Nobody
seemed to know what to do. The
group I was in was shuffled back!
and forth, We finally got into a
life raft in the back of the ship|
which the crew lowered away!

ifrom the Taku. We were then|
taken into the oil tanker.” |
TRANSFERRED

Later some of the rescued
passengers were transferred
from the Imperial Nanaimo to
the pilot boat. :
| Wallace Otto of Forest Grove,

‘ére.. was also in the forward
Jounge with his wife and a friend
when' ‘Rothwell. called out i the
inithed warnings: o b

Sources at the scene sald Taku ran half
of her 352-foot -length
hap, which occurred

ashore in the mis-
as the ship steamed
docking at Rupert,

#My wife-and '] were ‘gitung
reading maps' when we heard
gomebody yell ‘we’re golng fo
hit’, and about this time it Was
obvious we had hit. The ship was
shaking, vibrating and there Was/|
| a loud noise. It was followed by &|
ghort lull and then there was|
another thud. |

“] heard several screais,|
don’t know where they came|
from. It was unreal, unbelievable|
— something that just doesn't
happen these days.

“Everything was stopped, then|
| they flipped on the big lights and
we could see where we were

] felt that it (the removal of
passengers) was a little dis-,
drganized. First of all nobody
knew what to do. It was a mattésl
of a minute or two before amy
arg;mmcement came over as'to
what procedure was o be'taken.

in Prince Rupert, Alaska ferry
tesminal agent, Arnold Assmap
was wakened at 1 a.m. by a long
distance phone call from Red
Lochheart, traffic manager of
Alaska Ferry System in Juneau.

Lockheart was seeking if-
formation about the grounding.
Following his call, Assman
contacted city RCMP and was
told that two vessels were on, oF
heading to, the scene. !

Alderman Vern Ciccone, flying
over the Taku after first light
reported the vessel was on the
rocks for more than half her
length. Canadian Pilot boat 2
and two tugs are standing by &t
the scene, but others approachi
by water have been warned
keep off, being advised the Takl
was in a “‘dangerous,. ungiabig

o Y LD L i
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Tqu‘
theck damag

WS T A e e R
l;.; "Four powerful tugs yanked for more than an hour
Wednesday night before pulling the Alaska ferry
Taku off the rocky shoreline of Kinahan Island dur-
ling high tide. .

{¢ . Divers were expected to go down sometime today
to inspect underwater damage to the 352-foot vessel |
that ran aground early Wednesday morning while
{southbound to Prince Rupert with almost 300 pass-

L engers.
' Two large tugs — Rivtow Lion
Rivtow Rogue — and the
¥Smaller tugs Haro and Glendevon
{finally pulled the vessel free after |
she had been lightened with the J
femoval of passengers’ 70 Hearing Thursday

vehicles by the B.C. Ferry Queen| | () g 4 .
® Prince Rupert Wednesday n Taku Grounding

afternoon
L8 : ! SEATTLE (AP) — A formal
J The operation was carried out| investigation will begin here

ndelr the d}r:;‘uon gafl Ray, Thursday into the grounding of
_ng%m:w_a mourho :da‘; the Alaska State Ferry Taku, |
e tli: - dles ’}o‘é an;: 2 nda| the Coast Guard said Tuesday.
R fouth side of Kinahati ZSSgsy The Taku ran aground July

log boom has been put up 9 29 0na rocky island off Prince

wiia R4 02

lprevent spread of an oil slick : .
= AR HI 4 e 1t :
B from her ruptured Sl Rupert, B.C. The ferry is in dry & GH ARND DRY: Al_a_ska state f?r‘ry Taku sits high and dry on West Kinahan Island, near
SiniL s dock in Seattle being checked ""“c“-‘ h_"'l"e"f on British Columbia’s north coast. Ship, with 297 passengers, 45 crew and 73
An eyewitness said there for damage. ?:;;:,I:I'Zi ?i;okanr:;sr?n agr.o""d;“ the island about 12:30 a.m. last Wednesday. She was head-
fbesn't appear to be any i il or Frince Rupert in clear weather. Four persons were injured slightly,
fuel leaking. Siiia

- "An official said that if damage
isnot too extensive the vessel will!
head south, likely to Seattle,
under her own steam for repairs,
LIt is expected a tug will ac-
company the crippled ferry. |

‘Since being re-floated, the
Taku has a three-degree list to
giarboard and is ‘“down a hit at
{thenose' . She also appears to be

I punictured in two places. !
- Meanwhile, a three-mile wide'

slick that flowed from thel

's tanks Wednesday appearsy
to, be headed scaward. ABOUL)

17,000 gallons of light diesel fuelf
ured from the bow tanks
tween the inner and outer hulls

before the spill was brought

mr control.

The Taku has a reported eil-
garrying capacity of 137,000
gallons and had taken on fuel at
Ketchikan, 90 miles northwest of
Prince Rupert, only six hours
earlier.

There were 297 passengers and
45 crew members aboard the
ferry.

It was first believed she missed
a marker buoy by about half a
milé and steamed onto the mile-
long island at a speed of 17 knots:

However, a reliable source said
the buoy appeared to be
somewhat out of position. ‘“The
buoy could have been dragged
out of position by a passing log
bodhn,”’ the source said. ' J




aku Pulled Off

Kinahan Island

PRINCE RUPERT. B.C. (AP)
—Four powerful tugs pulled the
359-foot Alaska Ferries vessel
Taku off the rocky shoreline of
Kinahan Island early Thursday.

The Taku ran aground on the
north coastal British Columbia
island Wednesday with 324 per-
sons aboard. There were no ser-
ious injuries.

A radio operator aboard the
3.200-horsepower  fug Rivtow
said the Taku, lightened by re-
moval of passengers, most of
the crew and 71 vehicles, was
pulled free at high tide and then
was anchored off shore for in-
spection of possible damage.

“She's got two holes in her
as far as we can see,” the un-
identified radio operator said.

Meanwhile, a three-mile oil
slick ahat flowed from the
Taku's ruptured oil tanks ap-
peared to be headed seaward.
Canadian Department of Trans-
port planes dumped the deter-
gent Seaclean over the slick in
an_attempt to break it up and
officials ordered a log boom

und the stricken ship to
keep any more oil from flowing
away.

The Taku has a reported oil-

carrying capacity of nearly 137,-
000 gallons, and had taken on
fuel at Ketchikan, Alaska, less
than 600 miles northwest of
Prince Rupert, only hours earli-
er.
The Taku's outer hull was
punctured and light diesel fuel
poured from the bow tanks be-
tween the inner and outer hulls.
Ferry officials said, however,
that the spill was brought under
control after only 17,000 gallons
had escaped.

None of the 297 passengers or
45 crew members was seriously
hurt when the ferry, enroute to
Prince Rupert from Juneau,
Alaska, apparently missed a
market buoy by a half-mile and

steamed onto the mile-long is-
land at a speed of 17 knots.

Kinahan Island stands be-
tween the open sea and this
northern British Columbia port
of 16,000 people.

The Taku remained high and
dry all day Wednesday, almost
half its length jammed tightly
on the rocky shore and its bow
nudging trees on the island. It
was listing to port about 18 de-
grees and rocking with the
tides.

The British Columbia ferry
Queen of Prince Rupert nosed
up to the stranded Taku Wed-
nesday afternoon and took
aboard 58 of the 73 vehicles
aboard. Commercial barges
took another 13.

There was little panic report-

ed among the passengers, who
were transported in life boats
and gangplanks to rescue craft
that were on the scene quickly.

About 200 passengers were
taken aboard the Imperial Oil
Co. tanker Nanaimo, close be-
hind the Taku when it hit the
island.

“We could see she was head-
ed straight for it,” said Bill
Krasikoz, captain of the tanker.
“She hit it about the middle. I
don’t know how it happened, but
it was pitch black out there.”

Four passengers were taken
to hospital for treatment of min-
or injuries or shock and then
released.




Taku Limping Down The
Coast Toward Seattle

PRINCE RUPERT, B.Z. (AP)
— The Alaska Ferries vessel
Taku was to start limping down
the coast to Seattle Friday ac-
companied by the British Co-
lumbia tugboat Sudbury II. She
will go under her own steam or
under tow, Alaska Ferries agent
Arnold Assman said Thursday
night.

Pollution danger caused when
the 352foot ferry slammed
aground on Kinahan Island
early Wednesday and released
17,000 gallons of light diesel fuel
appeared to have disappeared.
No more oil was escaping from
the ship, and the slick was not
s0 exitensive as previously
feared, a Canadian Department
of Transport spokesman said
Thursday.

The Taku struck the island
while approaching Prince Ru-
pert on a voyage from Juneau,
Alaska. There were no serious
injuries among the 342 persons
aboard.

Assman said the ship, pulled
off the island and anchored
nearby early Thursday had a
three-degree list to starboard
and was slightly down by the
bow but was not taking water.

Divers surveyed the damage
Thursday, but their findings
were not released immediately.
Two holes were visible near the
bow.

(In Juneau, State Commi-
ssioner of Public Works, Harold
Strandberg said all vehicle
traffic scheduled for Wednes-
day's sailing northbound from

Taku Limping Toward Seattle

Prince Rupert on the MV Taku
was absorbed on the MV Mata-
nuska Thursday.

(Strandberg said, “We tenta-
tively have space to accomodate
a minimum of 12 additional
standard vehicles on each

presently scheduled sailing from |

Prince Rupert and Haines, in
addition to existing confirmed
reservations.”

(Passengers holding vehicle

reservations will be honored,

he said.

(The travel situaticn through
Aug. 5, according to Strandberg,
is as follows:

(Southbound from Haines
there is a backlog of 60 units and

standby is poor with a probable '

delay of 5 to 6 days.

(The standby situation north-
bounf from Prince Rupert is
reported fair with a probably
delay of 2 to 4 days.

(Interport traffic, including
those holding reservations on
the MV Taku will be delayed 2

Crewmen Of Taku
Win Commendation

JUNEAU (AP) — Public
Works Commissioner Harold
Strandberg has come to the de-
fense of the skipper and crew
of the Alaska ferry Taku, which
ran aground last week near the
entrance fo the Prince Rupert
harbor.

Strandberg said the
skipper, Capt. Jim Sande, and
the crew have been compli-
mented by several sources
for their handling of the ship’s
evacuation and salvage.

In news reports from Prince
Rupert shortly after the

grounding, several passengers
were quoted as saying there
appeared to be confusion, and
the evacuation of passengers
was slow.

“I don’t take pride in finding
us on the rocks, but I do take
pride in the handling of the
situation afterwards,” Strand-
berg said. “We were able to
have all of the vehicles aboard
the ferry back in the hands of

Taku
Will Head
Here

PRINCE RUPERT, B.C.
— (UPI) — Four powerful
tugs yesterday pulled the
350-foot Alaska Ferries ves-
sel Taku off East Kinahan
Island, where it ran hard
aground early Wednesday.

It is expected fto start
limping for Seattle today.

None of the 262 passen-
gers or 45 crewmen aboard
were seriously injured when
the ferry steamed onto the
mile-long island at a speed
of about 17 knots.

More than half the ferry

) their owners within 14 hours | jamn tightl th
3 RUPERT, B.C. — (UPI) — The Alaska fer- to 4 days. : ous was jammed tightly on the
vy Tl:’aIIclti\I (f:fth‘}.af If\'Fii:'mI;harF Island ggoup yesterday and ;‘:{5 usu;ltdumlg the summer gi e?esoi)nc;iem' The fact th?t . rncic‘y shoreline, blgala
5 ; to be peak, stateroom space 1s rsons were safely spokesman for Armour Sal-
limped slowly toward Seattle, where repairs are Viry limited. taken off the ship in less than e sl e Bal o froi

made on her damaged hull.

A Department of Transport official here said the
350-foot Taku was proceeding under her own power, but
the Victoria, B.C., salvage tug Sudbury II was standing

by to offer any assistance.

The ferry damaged its hull.when it ran aground on
East Kinahan Island early Wednesday while steaming |
toward Prince Rupert harbor at a speed of almost 17

knots.

None of the 265 passengers or 45 crewmen aboard

were seriously injured.

Meantime, the Transport Department official said a
three-mile wide slick, caused when 17,000 gallons of _hght
diesel fuel poured from the erippled ferry, has disap-

peared at sea,

THAT WAS A TRAGIC PICTURE IN THE P-I Thurs-
day, showing the beautiful Alaska Ferry Taku high and
dry on the rocks of a small island.

Once when I was riding on an Alaska ferry it
seraped over a reef in Peril Strait near Sitka.

Immediately after arriving in Sitka, I called Asso-
ciated Press to give a report of the accident, Later the
ferry captain issued me a bitler reprimand, and threat-
ened to put me off the vessel, because Alaska radio
stations were broadcasting reports of the accident before
the captain had found time to notify his superiors in

Juneau about it.

The moral of this story is if you ever run aground
on an Alaska ferry, don't tell anybody before the cap-

tain does.

What would Bill Egan do w
come governor? Since Egan

liepair Work To
Proceed On State
Ferry Taku

Following drydock examination
of the MV Taku, underwriters
and state Division of Marine
Transportation authorities have
requested Lockheed Ship Build-
ing Construction Co. to proceed
with damage repairs. The actual
work of removing damaged
parts began yesterday, accord-
ing to the division.

A definite date for the MV
Taku to resume scheduled ser-
vice has not been established,
the division said.

The approximate date for com-
pletion of repairs based on avail-
able information calls for the
work to be completed in 15 to 20
working days, it said.

Department of Public Works
Commissioner Harold D. Strand-
berg stated, '*We are pleased to
report damage is not as serious
as first estimated.”

ith the Wickersham if he were to be-
has been critical of the purchase of
ilt ferry, it's a logical question, and

15 minutes is a credit to the
efficiency of the operation.”

He continued, “We have been
told by the Coast Guard that
the evacuation was handled in
an excellent manner.”

Strandberg said the crew also
did an excellent job of salvag-
ing the ship from the rocks
within 24 hours and controlling
the oil escapement problem.
He said the actions of the crew
have brought several compli-
mentary letters to his depart-
ment from passengers.

Merle Adlum, business agent
for seamen on the state ferries,
sided with Strandberg in de-
fense of the skipper and crew.
He said in Seattle today, ‘‘To
move 350 people off the ship in
less than an hour with the tide
falling should earn the captain
a medal, not criticism.™

ble pulling the crippled
Taku free.

“The tugs just hooked up
to her and pulled. They zig-
zagged around a little and
the ship slid off the shore,”
he said.

The Taku then proceeded
under her own power to a
small bay on the south side
of the island and anchored
for a damage survey.

“On completion of this
inspection a decision will
be made concerning depar-
ture for Seattle,” said Alas-
ka Public Works Commis-
sioner Harold Strandberg in
Juneat.

TAKU HEARING
IS POSTPONED

SEATTLE (AP) — The Coast
Guard has granted a continuance
to two ship's officers charged
with negligence in the grounding
of the Alaska ferry Taku. A
hearing for the two will recon-
vene in Seattle Sept. 9.

Thomas aspinwall — 34-year-
old chief mate — and Cornel-
ious Norden — 52-year-old second
mate — have pleaded innocent
to the charges, which were filed
in Seattle after a Coast Guard

‘he controversial foreign-bui ;
Egan provided an answer here Sunday night. He would not auto-

i sell the big ferry, he said. There must be an American- |
E:lai}:cggacellnent fogr theyWickersham before' it po_uld be djspos%
ed of, Egan said. The federal Jones Act prohibits the uslzz.'l 0
foreign-built ships between American ports, and the Wickersrtarlr;
consequently cannot carry passengers from one Alaska %o t.o.

" another. It can only run from a Canadian to a U.S. or U.S. .

Canadian port.

hearing into the July 29 ground-

g.
The Taku went ashore near
Prince Rupert, British Colum-
bia.
If the Coast Guard finds the

two were negligent, their licen-
ses will be suspended or revok-
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This has been a disaster week for a pair of great
safety records — by Alaska State Ferries and the B.C,
Ferries. The Taku is in drydock here now, nursing the
wounds she opened up on an island off Prince Rupert
Wednesday, in the worst crackup of Alaska Ferries' 7'%-
year record. And the Queen of Victoria is
nursing a huge gash amidships from a
Sunday cruise when she encountered too
much activity in Active Pass, and too
little passing. Worse, the B.C. Ferries
count three dead in the first major acci-
dent of its run from Tsawassen to Van-
couver Island.

WE MADE THE INAUGURAL RUNS on the B.C.
and ‘Alaska ferry systems. They're both wild and wonder-
ful. We wondered, on both frips, how long crews would be
able to keep up express ferry service without major
accidents. The answer — 7'% years for Alaska ferries, 10
years for the Tsawassen run. And strange that the two
long safety records should go to pieces in the space of
four days.

RUSSIAN TRAWLERS are making Canadian fisher-
men see red off B.C. And back east, as a P-I picture
shows today, an occasional Soviet snoop ship plays
“chicken with our fleet. But a Canadian pilot officially
was calling the shots on the bridge of the Soviet freighter
Sergey Yesinen when she plowed into the B.C. ferryboat.
| The Sergey is a FESCO ship, sister of Russian freighters
| that have called here this year and last. And Vancouver

agent Bent Sorenson says:
“The pilot is terribly upset, of course. So are the
captain and his crew.”

EVEN WASHINGTON STATE FERRIES drew a
share of the ferryboat jinx. The Hyak lost a propeller
blade coming out of Winslow Sunday night, and she'll be
out of action pending a drydock date. Come to think of if,

| our Evergreen State ferry boats have spun a fine safety

| record, for a fleet of vessels that regularly speed over
traffic patterns that take them directly across the course
of major Puget Sound shipping.

FEW DETAILS S0 FAR about this first major acci-
dent in Alaska ferries' seven and a half years. Mates
were changing to the midnight watch when the Taku
overran a buoy and piled up on an island. The night was
clear, they were on radar. The mates usually exchange
information about their positien. The master doesn’t pull
watches, but that close to Prince Rupert he might have
been coming up to the bridge to make the landing.

A Coast Guard hearing will tell us a lot more.

THE TAKU’S TROUBLE could cost Alaska ferries a
record year. In spite of economic slowdowns, Alaska
| ferry traffic was up 15 per cent the first six months.

Marine

ONE EXPERIENCED SKIPPER’S COMMENT on
| the Taku affair — “I don’t know why it is, but more
| ships seem to get in trouble under ideal weather condi-
tions than in rain and snow, And you make better land-
ings in the wind than in a calm.”

"Bad. Week for Alaska B.C. Ferries

| ALASKA STATE Ferry System vessel Taku, which ran
aground July 29 on West Kinahan Island on British
Columbia's nerth coast, was in a drydock at Lockheed
Shipbuilding & Construction Co. in Seatte yesterday
for repairs, In photo at left, a shipyard worker looked

Alaska F erry Taku in Drydock

at Taku's smashed bow. In photo at right, water
streamed from a hole in the ferry's hull.” Workmen
were making measurements as a means of locating
the vessel's ma'n hull frames. For other details, see
Don Page’s column, Page 19. —(P-I Photos)

Two Officers Face
Loss Of License

SEATTLE (AP) — Possible
suspension or revocation of li-
censes is faced by two officers
of the Alaska ferry Taku which
ran aground near Prince Ru-
pert, B. C. July 28, the Coast
Guard reports.

The agency will open a hear-
ing Monday for Second Mate
Cornelius Norden and Chief
Mate Thomas Aspinwall in Se-
attle. They are charged with
negligence.

The action is the result of an
investigation by Coast Guard
Cmdr. A. L. Olsen, Seattle.

Norden relieved Aspinwall as
duty officer aboard the vessel
a few minutes before it rammed
an island at the mouth of the
Prince Rupert harbor, the Coast
Guard said. The ferry was south-
bound to the Canadian city.

None of the 297 passengers
and 45 crewmen aboard was
hurt seriously, authorities said,

but four were treated for minor
injuries.

The ship was pulled off the
rocks of West Kinahan Island
the next day by four tughoats.
After damage was inspected,
she limped south under escort
to Seattle for a survey of dam-
age in drydock.




Where do you draw the line — between keeping the
passengers happy and keeping a $10 million ship out of
trouble? That's one of the questions at Coast Guard hear-
ings into the ferry Taku crackup. And you can bet that,
from now on, Alaska State Ferries is going to give the
ship more attention, even if it's hard on public relations.

First mate Thomas Aspinwall is a ecleancut, forth-
right young officer, and we're sure he was telling the
truth about a lot of passenger ships — particularly ferry-
boats — when he testified about letting passengers on the
Taku's bridge — ““I know we don’t condone it, but every-
body does it. Sort of a public relations thing,”

BUT THE FERRY SYSTEM'S marine superintend-
ent, Capt. William Bendixen, was seething as he lis-
tened. In the interest of keeping other boats off the

A

CAPT. JAMES CAPT. WM, CORNELIUS
SANDE BENDIXEN NORDEN

beach, we can forecast that the old friendly, sociable
freedom of the bridge for Alaska ferry passengers is
about to be cut down,

BENDIXEN AND COAST GUARD CMDR. A. L. 0l
gen also were disturbed that officers posted the lookout
on the bridge, instead of on the bow, as far forward as he
could be stationed. Even after Aspinwall told them that
under these circumstances, he thought a lookout could
see more from the bridge than he could from the bow.

THERE'S NO REGULATION about how long officers
spend together when they're changing the wateh. Aspin-
wall testified that he had full confidence in Norden’s
ability to take over the watch., When Cmdr, Olsen asked

him, “Did you feel your vessel was standing in any |

danger when you left the bridge?" Aspinwall replied,
“None whatsoever.” But when we asked Bendixen later
if it was normal procedure for watch officers to spend
less than five minutes together, he tfold us, “*No, abso-
lutely not! Particularly when there's a new man."”

DON'T GET THE IDEA that Mate Norden was a
greenhorn, taking the conn without experience. He's been

to sea for 15 years, principally aboard bigger ships. In |

standard Alaska Ferries practice, he'd sailed a few
months as observer-pilot before he joined a crew. He'd

conned a ferryboat landing at Prince Rupert northbound. |

But never southbound.

THE TAKU NEWS TODAY is good news. Capt, H. J.
(Red) Lockert, Alaska’s Director of Marine Transporta-

fion, reports that the Taku should be out of the Lockheed,

yard Friday and get seb to, sail nonth from Pier 48 ahout
midnight Monday on an exira Alaska ferryv voyage out of
Seattle. We can use the extra frip. On ifs five Seattle
trips. last month, the ferry Malaspina carried 967 passen-
gers inbound, 1,055 outhound. With a cabin eapacity of
100 berths, this means that half the Malaspina's passen-
gers must have been riding chairs in the lounges,

b-14
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Keeping Passengers Happy Is Out

NO HYSTERIA among the Taku's passengers when
she rambled ashore, according to Capt. James Sande.
These Alaskans are stout people. And tourists! They
have to learn to take it. “The only thing the matter,”
Sande testified, “‘was that a few of the passengers want-

ed to take a lot of luggage with them when they aban-
doned ship. We resolved that.”

THE TAB for the Taku erackup is rising, by the
way. A quarter-million was the guesstimate the other
day, but Capt. Bendixen tells us repair costs may run
nearer $400,000. And he hopes the Lockheed yard isn't
overoptimistie. in thinking it can get the boat back to
him by August 19,

TWO GENERATIONS of Coast Guard experience lie
behind the hearing officer on the Taku case. Cmdr. Albert
L. (Ole) Olsen Jr. came to Aberdeen with his mother 41
years ago, just long enough to be born and hustle back to
Westport, where his father was stationed. Olsen did most
of his growing up at Point Adams, Ore., where his father
was stationed later. The elder Olsen retired as a chief
motor machinist’s mate, and Junior is proud that his
dad qualified in 1938 for a Silver Lifesaving Medal,

As a Coast Guard legacy, the
younger Olsen enlisted at 19. ‘And
by 1856, when he went. to officers
candidate school, he was a chief
bosun’s mate, in charge of the
Cape Disappointment station. He's
now senior investigating, officer
with the Marine Inspection Office
here, and a commander as of last
July 1. But he's :still thankful for
his years as a Coast Guard **brat”
and a whitehat. *‘It helps a lot,”
he'says, ‘'to know what really hap-
pens in the foc'sl when you give
an-order.”

APPROPRIATE READING for CMDR. A. L.
a long wait was brought along yes- OLSEN
terday by one member of  the
Taku crew. Seaman James Karrarr was lookout on the
ship. He's an alert young guy, and as he waited outside
the hearing.room, he leafed through the paperback book, |
“A Long Night of Watching.”

Taku Case Extended

THE FERRY TAKU HEARING chugged to a conclu-
sion yesterday with filing of charges against two deck
officers. But with strong differences of opinion as to
whether lookouts were posted properly the night of the
crackup. The ferry system’s marine superintendent,
Capt. William Bendixen, charged Thursday that lookouts
should be posted on the bow, by federal law, However,
Coast Guard officers said yesterday that “positioning of
a lookout is highly discretionary.” Some court decisions
have penalized shipowners for failing to post lookouts up
forward at periods of low visibility, they say. However,
they know of no federal regulations on this. When visibil-
ity is good, they say, the bridge may be the best location
for the lookout.

Bendixen agrees that a lookout has better communi-

cation with the deck officer when he’s on the bridge, but

- Bendixen still thinks he's seen federal requirements that

lbolokouts be posted “‘as far forward and as low as possi-
e-n

PASSENGERS ON THE BRIDGE of Alaska ferry-
boats got more discussion yesterday. Bendixen objected
violently to word that a passenger was on the Taku's
bridge shortly before the pileup, and he says such pas-
senger visits to the bridge are out of order, except on
organized tours. But second mate Cornelius Norden testi-
fied that the passenger (who left about the time he took
the watch) did not interfere with changing of the watch
or other ship operations. The lookout the helmsman

agreed.

TAKU OFFICERS AND CREW drew a pat on the
back, incidentally, from an earlier investigation of their
accident. Canada’s Board of Transportation staged a full
day’s hearing before the ship sailed south for repairs.
The Canadians didn't comment officially on cause of the
pileup, but they DID compliment Capt, James Sande and
his men for the seamanlike way they evacqated passen-
gers and handled themselves while their ship was
propped up on the beach.

ANOTHER, WORSE FERRY CASUALTY — collision
of the Russian freighter Sergey Yesinen and the B.C.
ferry Queen of Victoria — still leaves a lot of questions
unanswered. Some callers ask why the Soviet ship and
her officers can beheld responsible when a Canadian
pilot was on the bridge. We're not hep on Canuck admi-
ralty law, but we assume the situation’s much like the
one down here—the pilot is considered the ship owner’s
agent, and the ship still is liable to damage claims.

Taku To Go Back In
Service On Monday

The Alaska state ferry Taku agrouna near Prince Rupert on

A Coast Guard hearing on
negligence charges against
two officers of the Alaska
ferry Taku was extended
yesterday to Sept. 9.

Civilian hearing examin-
er James M. Donahue
granted counsels’ plea that
they need additional time to
prepare defenses for Corne-
lius Norden and Thomas As-
pinwall.

Norden was second mate
of the Taku. He was on
watch when the 352-foot ves-
sel ran aground a few min-
utes after midnight July 29
on West Kinahan Island, in
the outer harbor area of
Prince Rupert, B.C.

Aspinwall was the first
mate when Norden relieved

at the midnight change of+
watch. o

Norden was charged that"
the ship was off course
when he accepted the conn -
from Aspinwall. i

The Coast Guard accuses
Norden of “wrongfully al-l.
lowing the Taku to ground
on West Kinahan Island.”

Charges against Aspin-
wall specify that he “failed
to accurately determine the
vessel’s position, contributs"
ing to the grounding,” &Y

The Coast Guard pre- |
ferred charges against the_
mates last Friday, at the2
conclusion of a two-day”
hearing on the accident.?
The charges could lead to-
suspension or revocation of |
the officers’ licenses.

The Taku is in the Lock-
heed Shipyard here, undegs.
doing repair of damages e~
timated as high as $400,008:™

will be released from a Seattle
shipyard Friday and will resume
service next Monday, the Office
of the Governor has announced.
The 352-foot vessel has been in
the shipyard undergoing repairs
for damage received when it ran

July 29.

The office said that the Taku
will be prepared for passengers
and vehicles over the weekend
and will leave Pier 48 in Seattle
about midnight Monday.

It will arrive in Prince Rupert
on Aug. 19 and resume its regu-
lar schedule to Skagway 10 a.m.
the same day. All original con-
firmed reservations on the |
Taku will be reinstated and hon-
ored beginning with the north-
bound trip on Aug. 19, the De-
partment of Public Works an-
nounced,

The Taku ran aground on East
Kinahan Island shortly after
midnight, July 29, and was pull-
ed off by tugs. All 324 persons
aboard the ferry were removed
safely. The vessel entered Lock-
heed Shipyard Aug. 4 for re- |
pairs to the hull.
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BY DON PAGE
P-1 Marine Writer

“Alaska State Ferries will crack down on
aforcement of regulations as a result of
st week’s stranding of the MV Taku, the
vslem’s marine superintendent said yes-
apday.

“After hearing the first day’s evidence at
ast Guard hearing on the Taku mis-
Capt. William Bendixen said, too, that
ccident might cost some crewmen
jobs.

i i-»t. Bendixen was perturbed to hear
asfimony that passengers were allowed on

Alaska State Ferries Pa Crackdown

maneuvers and that the lookout was not
posted in his prescribed location.

Yesterday's testimony revealed that the
officer 'on watch when the Taku rammed
into West Kinahan Island July 29 a few
minutes after midnight had never before
conned a ship into Prince Rupert on this
course.

It also revealed that second mate Corne-
lius Norden had taken the watch only a few
minutes before the grounding, after a brief
exchange of information with first mate
Thomas Aspinwall.

Capt. James Sande, the Takil's skipper,
was not on the bridge at the time of the

crash. The ship was seven miles out of
Prince Rupert when she hit the beach, he
testified. He was in his cabin, preparing to
take over the bridge for the landing when
the Taku shuddered ashore.

The night was clear, witnesses testified.
Navigation equipment, including compass-
es and radar, was in good order. All buoys
were properly illuminated, including the
high-intensity intermittent green light that
marked the Petrel Reef buoy, where the
Taku should have started her swing right,

" from 128 degrees to 102.

The log shows that the Taku made the
course change one minute before she

he bridge of the 352-foot ferryboat during
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SEATTLE (AP) — The Alas-
State Ferry System will
re rigorously enforce regula-
s and may fire some crew-
of the MV Taku as a re-
of last week’s grounding of
, vessel, the system’s marine
' superintendent said here Thurs-
| The superintendent, Capt. Wil-
liam Bendixen; listened to tes-
timony at a Coast Guard hear-
g probing the accident which
the 352-foot ferrv rammed
to Kinahan Island July 29
pven miles ouf of Prince Ru-
ert, B.C.
e said he was disturbed to
r that passengers were al-
wed on the bridge of the ves-
gl during maneuvers and that
lookout was not posted in
prescribed location.
" Testimony Thursday, the first
y of the hearing, disclosed
e officer on watchfat the time
- | of the accident had never be-
| fore conned a ship into Prince
- sert on that course.
| The Taku's skipper, Capt.
. | James Sande, testified he was
~ lin his cabin preparing to take
over the bridge for the landing
the Taku hit the shore.

Phe captain of the Alaska ferry

i, Taku, James Sande, said Thurs- |
| | day) he ordered 270 passengers
" |to @bandon the ship because he

N

ed" for the ferry when it
ground July 18.

i Sande said he also ordered a
distress signal sent at the same
minutes after the ferry
Al aground 45 miles from
Prinée Rupert on its voyage
froml Ketchikan, Alaska.
“‘Ieared for her ithe Taku)
looked over the port side
y fear continued because
arboard shore was steep
ere appeared to be noth-

support the Taku on the

port side,” he said in the open-
ing of a Coast Guard investiga-
tion here.

Sande said passengers reacted
without panic and that all emer-
gency equipment operated prop-
erly. A Canadian tanker arrived
within minutes of the accident
and helped remove passengers.

Bendixen Says Some Taku
{ Crewmen May Be Fired

Sande told the board that if
the vessel had taken one more
slip it would have overturned.

He told the board that all
navigational eqguipment on the
ship had been functioning well.

The hearing is tc continue
Friday with testimony from
crew members.

'Damaged Taku Arrives

At Seattle

The M.V. Taku arrived at
pier 48 last night at 11 after an
uneventful voyage, the state
said today. Prior to entering

| drydock at Lockheed Ship Build- |

| ing Yards at noon today, there

was to be a second diver exami-
nation to survey damage.

Joel Rockstead, port engin-

' eer, who traveled with the ship,

will be joined by Capt. William |

| Bendixen, state marine super-
intendent, to work with yard
| personnel during the evaluation
of damage, cost and time in-
volved.

| The Alaska ferry ran up onto
West Kinahan Islland near
Prince Rupert, B.C. early last
|Wednesday,

| Department of Public Works
| Commissioner Harold D.
| Strandberg stated, “I cannot
' express enough gratitude to the
| Canadian authorities and the
crew of the Queen of Prince Ru-
| pert for all the help they afford-
ed us. The effort they made in
getting the vehicles ashore and
the owners in less than 12 hours
is truly commendable. All A-
laskans thank them.”

Shipyard

The Director of the Division
of Marine Transportation, Capt.
| H.J. Lockert, reported he is well
| satisfied with the efforts of Capt,
| James Sande and his crew dur-
ing the emergency. “They were
a credit to themselves and the
Alaska Marine Highway in exe-
cuting safety procedures with
quiet efficiency,” he said.

Passengers with reservations
aboard the Taku have all been
accommodated on other ves-
sels, a spokesman for the Divi-
sion of Marine Transportation
said today.

The current backlog of ve-
hicles at various ports is only

of those without reservations.

The division provided these
figures on the number of cars
waiting at various ports: Jun-
eau, six northbound and 13
southbound;  Skagway, two
southbound; Petersburg four,
no direction indicated; Ketchi-
kan, 39 southbound; Prince Ru-
pert, none.

The division did not provide
current figures for Haines, the

. southern terminus of the Alaska
highway system. Friday’s fig-
ures showed a backlog of 60 u-
nits at Haines, with standby
chances poor and a probable
delay of five to six days.

The spokesman said today
the nuber of days delay in the
various ports was the same as

| Friday. Then, other than Haines,

interport traffic was to be de-
layed two to four days.

| rammed the island that she

should have passed -almost
half a mile on her starboard
beam.

The Taku came to rest

\"along a steep, rocky bluff,

Capt. Sande said. She was
not listing, but he saw that
she had no support on the
port side, and he was afraid
she would roll over.

The Taku quickly evacu-
ated its 270 passengers by

| small boat and a gangway
| from the stern to one of

three Canadian vessels that
came to the rescue.
As the tide fell, the Taku

| ‘canted farther and farther
| to port. Sande ordered the
| crew to leave. When he and
| the chief engineer aban-

| yesterday, but

doned ship about 3 p.m., he
said, she was listing 18 de-
grees and the two officers
climbed down the starboard
side to avoid being trapped
if the vessel heeled all the
way OvVer.

Rising tide brought the
ship back to a relatively
safe position. The crew re-
turned and, with the help of
tugboats, refloated her a
little less than 24 hours aft-
er she ran aground.

Norden did not testify
Aspinwall
told the Coast Guard that
the second mate seemed
satisfied with conditions
when Aspinwall turned the
watch over to him about
11:52 p.m. Norden asked
him about making the turn
at Petrel Reef, Aspinwall
said, and he gave him in-
structions.

Previously, the first mate
said, he had adjusted the

| course by one degree to

| ship

bring the Taku slightly left.

The lookout was on the
bridge, Aspinwall said. This
is common practice of the
ferries, he testified, al-
though federal regulations
call for stationing the look-
out forward.

" (A big question in the Coast
Guard hearing is where do
you draw the line between
safet y and passenger
public relations, according to
P-I Marine Columnist Don
Page. Page 25.)

| TAKU HEARING HINTS AT
NEGLIGENCE; COSTS HIGH

SEATTLE Reports from
| Lockheed say now that the re-
pairs to the bottom of the ferry
Taku from its unfortunate bout
with rocky West Kiniham Island
may amount to some $400,000.
This news did little to soothe
the nerves of Alaska State Ferry
principles as the hearing was held
last week in Seattle into the
stranding of the big blue 352
foot ferry.
Capt. James Sande, the Taku’s
skipper was not on the bridge at
the time of the crash. The night
witnesses
navigation equipment was all in
good working order including
compasses and radar. All buoys
were properly illuminated, in-
cluding the high intensity inter-
mittent green light that marked
Petrel Reef buoy where the ves-
sel should have begun her star-
board swing from 128 to 102 de-
grees. There apparently was no
excuse for the stranding had all
officers and crewmen involved
been tending strictly to business.

Cornelius Norden, second
mate, had taken the watch only a
few minutes before the strand-
ing, after a brief exchange of in-
formation with first mate Thom-
as Aspinwall.

No More Bridge Visits

One of the things brought out

at the trial was the frequent fa-

was clear, testified,

vor to passengers in letting them
visit the bridge. Capt. William
Bendixen, marine superintendent
(for the ferries, was visibly shaken
by the fact that this was done so
freely; in the future the practice
will come to a direct halt while
the ferries are underway. Ben-
dixen and Coast Guard Cmdr.
A. L. Olson, the latter in charge
of the hearing, were also miffed
that officers had posted the look-
out on the bridge, instead of on
the bow.

Aspinwall testified that he had
full confidence in Norden’s abil-
ity to take over the watch. When
Commander Olsen asked Norden,
“Did you feel your vessel was
standing in any danger when you
left the bridge?” Aspinwall re-
plied, “None whatsoever.”

TAKU TO SAIL AGAIN

SEATTLE — Capt. H. J. Lock-
ert, Alaska’s director of Marine
Transportation, said this week
that the damaged ferry, Taku,
was due out of the Lockheed
yard early this weekend and
should be pressed back in service
by Monday to help ease the over-
flow burden caused by the influx
| of tourists and vehicular frucks

and cars to and from S. E. Alas-
| ka.



NOSE BUMPER—The Alaskan ferry Taku, its meta
when the ferry ran aground on an island near
Wash., for repairs. It reached Seattle Monday un:

I prow smashed from its collision with rocks
Prince Rupert, B.C., is in dry dock in Seattle,
der its own power. (AP Wirephoto)

Taku to return
to service
next week

The Taku, Alaska State
ferry which ran aground
near Prince Rupert, B. C,
July 29, will return to serv-
je= Monday, Capt. H. J.
Lockert, Alaska's director of
marine (ransportation, said
today.

The ship is being repaired
at the Lockheed Shipbuilding
& Construction Co. yard.

“We have been informed
that she will be out of the
yard no later than Friday

night,”" Lockert said. “That’s !

very happy news, as we had
been afraid she would be in
much longer.

“che will leave Seattle
with paying passengers Mon-
day night, go to Prince Ru-
pert and then take her regu-
lar place in the schedule.”
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Taku Case Extended

A Coast Guard hearing on
negligence charges against
two officers of the Alaska
ferry Taku was extended
yesterday to Sept. 9.

Civilian hearing examin-
er James M. Donahue
granfed counsels’ plea that
they need additional time to
prepare defenses for Corne-
lius Norden and Thomas As-
pinwall.

Norden was second matle
of the Taku. He was on
watch when the 352-foot ves-
sel ran aground a few min-
utes after midnight July 29
on West Kinahan Island, in
the outer harbor area of
Prince Rupert, B.C.

Aspinwall was the first
mate when Norden relieved

at the midnight change of
watch.

Norden was charged that
the ship was off course
when he accepted the connm,
from Aspinwall.

The Coast Guard accuses.'

Norden of “wrongfully al-
lowing the Taku fo ground
on West Kinahan Island.” .

Charges against Aspin-
wall specify that he “failed

to accurately determine tha.

vessel's position, contribuf=
ing to the grounding.” -

The Coast Guard pre-
ferred charges against tha'
mates last Friday, at the’
conclusion of a two-day.
hearing on the accident,
The charges could lead to
suspension or revocation of’
the officers’ licenses.

The Taku is in the Lock.
heed Shipyard here, unders
doing repair of damages 05
timated #high as $400,

Chafges Dropped
g ,

Against Taku Mate

Thomas Aspinwall, chief mate
of the Alaska ferry Taku at the
time the vessel grounded on
West Kinahan Island near
Prince Rupert on July 29,
heard the charges against
him dismissed shortly after
a hearing opened in Ketchikan
today. The charge asked that the
mate’s license be revoked as the
result of the incident.

James M. Donahue, federar
hearing examiner, granted
motions to dismiss a charge
that Aspinwall failed to ac-
curately determine the vessel's
position and a specification that
the failure contributed to the
vessel's grounding.

Thomas Paul, Seattle at-
torney defending Aspinwall,
moved for dismissal at the
opening of the hearing.

Today's hearing was the
continuation of an inquiry in
Seattle that recessed August 10.
The examiner has under advise-

ment the charge against Cornel-
ius Norden, second mate of
the Taku. who was on watch
‘when the ferry went aground.
The hearing on the charge
against Norden was completed
in Seattle.

Commander A. L. Olsen Jr..
senior investigating officer of
the 13th Coast Guard District,
was investigator.

Donahue granted the motion
for dismissal before either
side presented any witnesses.

Aspinwall, 34, is a Juneau
resident, He is married, the
father of one child, and served
in the Coast Guard from 1953 to

1961,

Aspinwall had turned the con
over to Norden and left the
bridge 18 minutes before the
Taku grounded.

Jamés Sande, captain of the
Taku, was not charged in con- |

nection with the accident.

Taku Hearing
Is Under Way
In Seattle

SEATTLE (AP)—Two ships's
officers aboard the Alaska ferry
Taku, which ran aground near

Prince Rupert,

B.C., July 29,

began their defense Wednesday
to charges of negligence.

Cornelius Nor

den, 52, second

mate on the Taku, testified
briefly. His atiorney, Harold F.
Vhugen, said Norden had just
gone on watch and had not had

time to verify the vessel's posi-
tion as given him by Thomas
Aspinwall, 34, the chief mate,
who also is charged with negli-

gence.

Taku Case Goes to Alaska

Coast Guard civilian hear-
ing examiner James N.
Donahue took the case of
Cornelius Norden under ad-
visement wed after a
Seattls hearing on charges
of negligence against the
former second mate of the
Alaska ferry Takw

Donahue will go to Ketch-
ikan Sept. 24 to hear simi-
lar charges against Thomas

Aspinwall, the chief mate.

Norden was the officer on
watch when the Taku ran
aground at Prince Rupert,
B.C., July 29. Aspinwall was
the officer he had just re- |
lieved.

If charges are sustained
against the mates, they
could face revocation or sus-
pension of their licenses or
be placed on probation or
given reprimands.

I.
|
|
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How does the Wickersham compare wit """‘.

other three (Malaspina, Matanuska and Taku) ass

: f o tions, operating costs™
__far as original cost, altera P ial

_ rand revenues?

Was the Jones Act set up to protect Ameria!“.:;

> shipping? Does it? 2 o
Soldotna™ =

i |

ar R S: : vl
l)eTh\e original purchase price for tl;}e chketrshaﬁ‘h‘
as 1lion. Alterations to date have COSL Sy
_was $6.9 million era W

0. Original price for the other three we .
ggch. wigth alFeralinns running approXimately $.§Qﬁ 0
apiece. Herbert Lockert, director of lh.e Division Of
Marine Transportation, says that to 1'epiaceho‘;1gl_l_
these vessels would probably cost more than $12 El
lion while replacement of the Wickersham woulh b?

ite a bit more. .
qm'ti“{hg alfmuul cost of operating one of the th\"eg
smaller ships is §1.9 million ~whlle expenses for Ope;:é
ating the Wickersham are $2.4 million. Reveqqﬁ
about $1.7 million per vessel for all four. The Wicl __e;;‘-
gham is capable of brining In more revenue l)u:t.
limited because of the Jones Act. o
' According to Lockert, “The Jones Act was enact-
ed to protect the American Merchant Marme__-_and
ship-building interest. Opponents of the Jones--g‘(':ﬁt-
believe that it does protect American shipping but
there is evidence that this is accomplished to the det‘:i

riment of other segments of our i
economy.’’ 9
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{from the Ketchikan Daily News)
In discussions of how to promote passage of
ferry bonds Nov. 3, the question is asked. how
do we convince the northern part of the stale
to support the bonds?
It shouldn't be too hard if the slate ferry
gystem publicizes the impact of the ferries on
the most populous southcentral area of the state.
The ferries Tustamena and Bartlett allow
residents of the Anchorage area and northern
parts of the state to reach Kodiak, Whittier and
Cordova by connecting at road terminals in
Seward, Valdez, Homer or Anchorage
In fiscal 1969, before the Bartlett joined this
northern section of the ferry system, 12,637
passengers and 4,340 vehicles were hauled by
the Tustamena and the little Chilkat. In fiscal
1970, with the Bartlett operating its first full
year and the Chilkat retired, these sections of
the ferry system. hauled 21481 passengers and
6,380 vehicles. Gross revenue for that pa

B o R

OTHER VIEWS'

Ferry Volume Up, Up, Upl

e e

© “T ithe tourist Prince William
Sound means hundreds of islands
glimmering in the blue waters of
one of America’s most spectacular
bodies of water . . . the white-
capped wake of an Alaska Marine
Highway ferryliner slicing|
through a deep, blue-green fjord.
“And to the resident, this part
of Alaska means rich catches of
silver salmon, endless miles of dark
foreboding stands of spruce, and
the lusty cry of “Timber!” echoing
through the woods.
4 “Yet, in spite of its beauty
Prince William Sound remains
\Jargely untouched by civilization.
It is an area rich in history and
legends — of miners who were
Jost here in the gold rush of 88,
carrying thousands of dollars
worth of nuggets . . . and of pro-
hibition-era stills where fur farm-
ers carried on a double business —
and fed the mash to their foxes.”

What Jay says is true. The area

is largely untouched at the present |

time. It still qualifies as off-the-
beaten-path.

But it won’t much longer. The
time to see this region is now. And
the way to see it best is by aute,
rail, and ferry. Here is how you
do it.

You board the train, with your
car or camper, at the little station |
called Portage, forty miles south |
of Anchorage on the Seward High- |
way, And that’s right, you board

the system climbed from $373,345 in fiscal 1969
to $641,174 in fiscal 1970. -
This is the history of the ferry system through=:
out Alaska. As soon as a ship is added to the'
run or capacity increased traffic develops. In
fact, in the southeastern area the traffic is
developing faster that the ships because of the
defeatof a bond issue two years ago. 3
Our regret is that the last legislature did not
authorize a bond proposition for a large ferry™
to connect Southeastern Alaska and the south-
central and southwestern parts of the state (
But what they did authorize to put before the =
voters is $21 million to increase the capacity of
existing ferries in southeastern and add two
ships to the southeastern section of the system. .
If this issue passes. the next legislature couldy
concentrate on authorizing the larger ship and |
consider expansion of the system in other areas.
= L4
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When the Alaska State Ferry M.V
West Kinahan Island, about 8 miles from the mouth of Prince Rupert Harbour, the British
Columbia Ferries M.V,

“Taku" ran aground recently on the north side of

" Queen of Prince Rupert ™ was able to assist in the re floating by
removing 70 vehicles and passengers, Here M.V. " Oueen «

Taku"

f Prince Rupert,” bow to stern,

Philip F. Spaulding & As-
sociates, Seattle naval archi-

tects, were named yesterday
by George H. Andrews,
‘director of Washington high-
ways, to design the new Pu-
get Sound ferries.
Seven firms originally sub-
mitted design concepts for
" the new vessels. Three final-
ists, including Spaulding,
were selected last month.
The concept submitted by
.Spwlding is for vessels simi-

Har in size to the four super-

‘ferries now in the fleet, but
has provisions for expansion

RORR_| i e

to meet growing traffic prob-

taltengive 27 |

receives vehicles from M.V,

‘Spaulding fo design
. state’s new ferries

:

The basic criteria for thé-

design features were devel<
oped by a committee of ma-

rine-transportation experts
and ferry users.
John Graham of Seattle

was chairman of the com-
mittee,

Other members were M.
F. Aldous of Victoria, gen-
eral manager of the British
Columbia ferries: Jon Lind=
bergh of Ocean Systems,
Inc.; Capt. H. J. Lockert 0f"
Juneau, director of Alaska's
Division of Marine Transpae-
tation, and J. Eldon Ophetmys

general manager of the

-',i.--*'!

x‘;,.e Tl s =

in the transfer operation.

(From the Ketchikan Daily News)

The Civil Aeronautics Bareau of Operaling
Rights has endorsed the recommendation of
CAB counsel and recommended a backward
step in air transportation in Alaska _

Thanks to earlier CAB rulings, service, parti-
cularly to Southeastern Alaska, has deteriorat-
ed drastically in the last few years.

CAB ruled Pan American World Airways oul
of service between Seattle and Southeastern
Alaska about five years ago for a period of
five years. Ketchikan residents and Pan Am have
been pushing for the last year to assure that
Pan Am comes back into Southeastern Alaska
when the suspension is up.

But the CAB? It has ruled that Pan Am’s au-
thority to serve Southeastern Alaska be per-
manently suspended and that Pan Am's service
to Fairbanks be suspended for five years. In
addition, the bureau of operating rights recom-

mends that Western Airlines' service to South-
eastern Alaska be suspended for five years.

I’e can assume the next recommendation in
five years be to make the suspension of
Western perfh $@os iy

NNy, | e

OTHER VIEWS

Great For Ferries

This will leave Alaska Airlines with a mono-
poly on service to Southeastern Alaska. The fea-
son for this recommendation is to reduce the
federal subsidy to airlines in the area. *The
theory is that if only one Company has all the
business it might make money and need less
subsidy

CAB officials obviously do not consider “helht’
er or not a company is capable of prov |dlng.4
service; whether an airline has the equips)
ment, the finances and the manpower to do the
job. On the basis of past service, we do not be-
lieve Alaska Airlines has demonstrated it has
the resources to provide the service envisioned
by CAB. This means the traveler, the same
taxpayer CAB alleges it is protecting, will' be
further inconvenienced. When he buys an air-"
line ticket, he will not be buying modern, fast,
convenient service. He will be waiting longer"
for less frequent flights. '

The only bright spot we can see if CAB per-
sists in its regressive rulings on Alaska air'
routes is that there will be stronger support for
more ferries.
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Stevens Asks Use
Of The Wickersham

ystem still will be short space ANCHORAGE (AP) — Sen. Ted Stevens, R-Alaska, has asked
the federal government to allow the state to use the foreign-built
ferry Wickersham as a temporary replacement for the damaged |
¢ bond issue to serve ferry Taku, his Anchorage office reported today.
i N The request apparently seeks temporary relief from the Jones
T S -k A Act, which forbids foreign-bottom vessels such as the Swedish-
S AUl sl built Wickersham from carrying cargo and passengers between
1l ports U. E. ports. _
The 352 foot Taku, carrying 324 persons aboard, ran aground on
ses. If it doesn't the som* rocks Wednesday near Prince Rupert, B. C.
S 1] Stevens said he directed the request to the

departments

S of Transportation and Treasury at the request of Goy. Keith H.
1 vICREUSm Is going o iind M_lller.

nless he has a magic wand to “Gov, Miller's request to utilize the Wickersham on a temporary

basis until the Taku is repaired is an important one to many

1 -l Alaskans”, Stevens said in a statement released in Anchorage. “'1

§ {1 have asked the Transportation and sury departments to re-

view the urgent situation of the stranded ! lers and others

dependent on the Taku and hope that the un

invioved will permit their favorable ral

e pE——————ee
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From the Ketchikan Daily News: “We learned last week
that Alaska’s former governor, Interior Secretary Walter J.
Hickel, was heckled in Sweden by an anti-U.S. crowd. The
crowd wasn’t irritated over Hickel buying the ferry Wicker-
sham from a Swedish company and moving it to Alaska.
The demonstration was in protest of U.S. involvement in
Vietnam — probably led by a few U.S. deserters. To the
relief of Alaskans, we learned that although Hickel took a
ride between Finland and Sweden on a ferry, he didn’t buy

another one.”” Amen.

Marine Highway Funds

JUNEAU Sen. Mike Gravel,
of Alaska, has introduced a bill
which would make the Alaska
Marine Highway System, includ-
ing ferries and terminals, a recipi-
ent of federal aid in the same
manner as mainland interstate
highways (from the highway
‘trust fund).

By ALLAN ADASIAK
Empire Staff Reporter

When a state ferry runs
aground, minor officials of
government  apparently are

struck with fear and lose any
normal powers of communica-
tion if they are asked a question
by a newspaperman.

Perhaps average citizens
will have better luck, but this
is what happened when the
Empire telephoned the reser-
vations and information sec-
tion of the Division of Marine
Transportation today

We dialed the appropriate
number, secure in our belief
that “reservations and informa-
tion" was the right place to call
for day-to-day travel informa-
tion, and a voice answered.

alaska marine highway

ilaska Empire, Juneau; Alaska, Wed., July 29, 1970

How Long Must You Wait For
A Ferry South?-Call The

Public Works Commissioner

Empire: Hello. This is Al
Adasiak from the Empire.
What with the Taku out of com-
mission as of this morning, |
was just wondering how long a
person in Juneau without reser-
vations would have to wait to go
south with a car."

Voice: Well, the majority
of the other sailings are booked.
The first open space we actually
have is on the 24th of August
southbound. Say, are you going
to use this to write something”

Empire: That's why [ called.
We just thought people would
like to know if they're going to
be stuck here for a few days.

Voice:  (Imploring) Why
don’t you call the commis-
sioner’s office?

Empire: [ diud’t want to
bother him with day-to-day
routine things that he probably
doesn’t know in detail. I
thought you could help me.

Voice: You'll have to get that
from the commissioner. Let me
transfer you. I can’t tell you any-
thing.

Empire: I just talked to him
about the Taku and I thought 1
could get this information here
and not bother him.

Voice: (hastily) Let me give
you the traffic manager.

Empire: This is Al Adasiak
from the Empire calling. I was
just wondering, with the Taku
out of commission how long
would a person in Juneau with-
out reservations have to wait to
go south with a car?

FOR THE SECOND TIME THIS YEAR an Alaska Travel Divi-
sion poster has won first place in international travel poster com-
petition. A poster showing one of the vessels of the Alaska
Marine Highway System plying its way through forest-rimmed
waters won out over 200 other competitors in an exhibit organized
by the Pacific Area Travel Association. The exhibit and com-

petition took place during the recent annual PATA conference
held this year in New Zealand. Previously another Alaska Travel

Division poster won similar honors during the national confer-

| ence of the American Society of Travel Agents.

Second Voice: About a day or
so, if you're in Juneau...You're
not writing a story, are you?

Empire: Well, yes.

Second Voice: I can’t give you
any information. (impera-
tively) Call the commissioner.

Empire: Well, aren't you
supposed to know about this?

Second Voice: Call the com-
missioner. | won't tell you any-
thing.

Empire: What is your name?

Second Voice: Call the com-
missioner.

Empire: You mean you won't
tell me your name?

Second Voice: No, I won't.

Empire: You're the traffic
manager, aren’t you?

Second Voice: (apparent
panic) No. I just answered the
phone,

Empire: I don't know who you
are, but I sure feel sorry for
you (genuine compassion for
a poor, timorous bureaucrat)

We hung up and dialed the com-
missioner’s office, which is ap-
parently recommended pro-
cedure for other citizens who
find themselves frustrated by
lack of information.

jre: Hello, Harold?
bother you again. [ was
to find something out
f reservations and informa-
tion, but they got all tongue-tied.
With the Taku out of commis-
sion, how long would it take me,
if I had a car and no reservation,
to get a ferry south?

Strandberg: I don't know the
exact amount of traffic between
Haines and Juneau. What
you're actually asking is how
much standby time will there
be in Juneau, We have to know
the traffic between Haines and
Juneau for that. Normally the
traffic here moves out of Juneau
without too much problem.

Empire: Would you try to
find out exactly how we're af-
fected, please, so that the people
in town can have some idea?

Strandberg: Certainly, I'll get
back to you with that informa-
tion as soon as I can.

The commissioner of public
works, as is to be expected, is a
busy man, with many things to
do besides fiddle around chasing
up travel information to tele-
phone to the local newspaper
himself. Regrettably, we did
not hear from him by our dead-
line today.




Berth for the trip: Same as one way

Juneau to Haines

SEE YOUR
LOCAL TRAVEL
AGENT OR

phone ferry
586-3405

RESERVATIONS LIMITED — CONFIRMED ONLY WITH PURCHASE OF TICKET

MV WICKERSHAM ALASKAN OWNED: REGISTERED IN PANAMA
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SPEND TUESDAY
SEPT 15 AT SEA

GLACIER BAY

EXCURSION

REPEATED BY POPULAR DEMAND

MV Wickersham sails from Auke Bay at
9 a.m. Tuesday, Sept. 15 — Returns same
day at 10 p.m.

- ADULT FARE $15.00
CHILDREN-HALF FARE
(not including food or beverage)

Two ferries planned for the Hawaiian Inter-Island Ferry System will look like
he above artist's drawing. The ferries have been designed by Philip F. Spaulding &

\ssociates, Seattle.

HONOLULU — Though plans
or the $38 million Hawaiian In-
or-Island Ferry System,
rere approved by the Maritime
\dministration last June, it was
nly this week that the an-
ouncement was officially made
yy John J. Hulten, president of
he system.

The announcement from Hon-
slulu said that the ferries would

Ltd., |

Predictions from here and there: The All-Alaska Weekly, pub-
lished in Fairbanks by Ernie Jessen, says that Juneau Superin-
tendent of Schools William Overstreet is to succeed Cliff Hart-
man as commissioner of education. Hartman would become
superintendent of Anchorage borough schools . . . Alaska from
the Inside, a newsletter published by Alaska Oil and Construc-
tion Report magazine, says that Commissioner of Public Works
Harold Strandberg, Commissioner of Commerce Wally Kubley,
and Commissioner of Economic Development Everett Buness
are expected to leave office in November, “even if Gov. Keith
Miller ‘is reelected. If the voters return former Gov. Bill Egan
to office, “the talk is” that Robert Stevenson, commissioner of
revenue under Egan, would return to his old job,” says the news-
letter.

IT'S YOUR SHIP...YOU CAN BE PROUD OF HER!

On behalf of the State of Alaska, its Citizens, your
Captain and Crew — may your cruise be one of your
most pleasurable experiences. Life at sea is like nothing
on earth!

You're sailing on one of the most modern, safest ships in
the world. The Tustumena is equipped with the very best
in sea navigation gear for your comfort and safety. You
are sailing with a captain and crew who are finely trained
professionals in the maritime field — both in operating
the ship and in serving you.

The M.V. (motor vessel) Tustumena came into beirg at
Sturgeon Bay, Wisconsin in 1964. During the past few
years she sailed Alaskan waters proudly and well, more
than earning the ‘face lifting” she received in San
Francisco in the winter of 1969. When she sailed under
the Golden Gate Bridge en route home, she was indeed
a “new woman" . .. she had been cut in two and had 56
feet added to her middle. The addition included the
Solarium, eight new passenger cabins; the new bow
thrusters, used along with both propellers and rudders,
enabling the ship to depart and dock at right angles
(breasting sideways). The new fin stabilizers give her
excellent sea riding capabilities which enables her to cope
with the sometimes difficult tides and to give you a
pleasant voyage regardless of weather or heavy seas. The
Tustumena weighs 2,125 tons; she is 296 feet long and 59
feet wide; she has a service speed of 14.5 knots: and she is
driven by two 10-cylinder 1,600 HP Fairbanks-Morse Diesel
engines, driving twin, direct reversing, screws.

Your ship holds 200 passengers with 25 two-berth state-
rooms and two four-berth staterooms. Her car deck has
space for 54 standard automobiles. You'll notice her
unique loading elevator — it's the only one of its kind in
the world! This elevator is capable of handling vehicles of
40 tons in weight and 40 feet in maximum length,

The MV Wickersham, the state’s own charter vessel in
the off-season, is going to pick vp a few more bucks next
month when it transports a cargo of loggers from Vancouver,
B. C. to Anchorage for the Pacific Logging Congress’ 61st
annual meeting. President of the association is Art Brooks,
timber director for U.S. Plywood-Champion Papers, Inc.'s
Alaska division. More than 1,000 loggers and logging equip-
ment manufacturers and some 500 wives are expected to at-
tend the meeting. This doesn’t mean that Anchorage is go-
ing to be called on to accommeodate all these people. It
seems that thought is being given to the high costs that
prevail there. The travel service handling the Wickersham
cruise had this note for prospective convention-goers: “If
economy is a factor, Series 100 staterooms on the Wickersham
range from $50 to $75 per berth for the full voyage, and you
can stay on board the Wickersham while in Anchorage for
a price range of $8 to $20 per day per couple depending on
choice of cabin.”




a TRIP by SHIP

THROUGH THE FOREST

anno Service interpretgcg E?‘ggrs“;m

on board this Alaska State ferry

duc"%

the Forest Naturalists
who will conduct it.

Meet them on board,
and be prepared for
some exciting
adventures

in ideas.

A cooperative program
of the USDA, Forest
Service and the Divi-
sion of Marine Trans-
portation, State of
Alaska.

MV W
Saturday, September 19, 1970

The Forest Service joins with the State of
Alaska Division of Marine Transportation in
welcoming you aboard the MV WICKER-
SHAM for this special cruise. As during the
past summer, Forest Naturalists are on
board to provide you with information about
the country we'll be passing thr ough

Here is the planned schedule of activities.
We will announce details of where and when
programs will be presented.

10:00 A.M.— Slide program—"What's Back
in Them There Mountains?"
Views of the fascinating back-
country of “Revilla” Island and
the Southeast Alaskan mainland.
A 20-minute program to be re-
peated several times.

11:00 A.M.— Children’s programs.

Noon— “What is Wilderness?'’ A public
discussion about the Granite
- Fiords Wilderness Study Area.

Noon— Movie ““Good Morning Alaska.”
Interesting highlights of the
Alaska Marine Highway. Re-
peated showings.

4:00 P.M.—  Children’s program. To include
Lassie film “Glacier Canyon.”

4:00 P.M.—  Conservation dialogue: "How
Would You Develop the Natural
Environment of SoutheastAlas-
ka?”’ Bring your ideas for a
lively discussion.

Maps and other information are available
at the Forest Naturalist Station located
oppasite the Purser's counter on the prome-

nade deck.

See you on board!!

! t Alaska Empire, Juneau, Alaska, Wed., Oct. 7, 19701

Juneau Chamber Backs Ferry Bond Issue

The Greater Juneau Chamber
of Commerce today endorsed
the proposed $21 million marine
highway improvement bond issue
which will appear on the Novem-
ber ballot.

As proposed by the state, the
bond proceeds would be used

for construction of two Bartlett
class 220-foot ships to serve the
smaller communities of South-
east Alaska, lengthening of the
Taku, Malaspina and Matanu-
ska to 408 feet, increasing
each’'s capacity to 300 berths
with bath facilities plus a 21 per

cent increase in the car deck,

and building dock facilities at
Metlakatla, Hoonah, Angoon,
Gustavus, and other needed lo-
cations for the two Bartlett
class ships.

The Chamber cited the grow-
ing Southeastern communities

with their increasing needs for
communication and transpor-
tation services.

It also said that demand for
tourist transportation is increas-
ing each year and cannot be
met by present facilities. “The

State of Alaska is losing many
tourist dollars because of in-
adequate carrying capacity
leading to an undesireable rep-
utation among the Alaskan
travelers,” the statement by
Chamber President William H.

James said
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Two ferries phmnod for thL l
 above artist’s drawing. The fe
sociates, Seattle.

HONOLULU Though plans
the $38 million Hawaiian In-
Island Ferry System, Ltd.,
re approved by the Maritime
ministration last June, it was
ly this week that the an-
uncement was officially made
John J. Hulten, president of
» gystem.

The announcement from Hon-
ilu said that the ferries would

The total cost of the M.V. Tustumena is approximately
$5 million, At your disposal during the cruise is a large
observation lounge and passenger sitting room with comfort-
able, reclining, airline-style lounge chairs which are available
to you at any time for sitting or sleeping. There are also
free showers in the aft port side restrooms. Your purser
will gladly supply you with towels, and you will find the
purser’s office located in the observation area. There is
another observation lounge with booths, tables and chairs
— and for anyone who wants to try it — a piano next to
the dining room.

These lounges and the newly added open-air sundeck and
enclosed heated and carpeted Solarium give you excellent
vantage points from where you may enjoy Alaska’s scenic
splendor throughout the voyage. The Tustumena’s elegant
dining room (it seats 47) is matched only by the delicious
foods served there. You have a complete and different menu
for each meal — breakfast, lunch and dinner — and the
choice of cuisine is as wide and various as you would find
in any fine hotel. Newly featured is a very popular *all you
can eat” buffet on Friday evenings. Snacks are available
upon request throughout the day and there are also vending
machines with cigarettes and candy handy. Wastepaper
receptacles are placed throughout the ship. You'll find the
coffee pot is always on in the starboard lounge — help
yourself to a cup.

The luxurious and fun cocktail lounge and six-stool bar is
open throughout the day and late, late evening, and the
mixologist is one of the finest. The ship was designed for
your comfort and pleasure. For your guidance, the diagram
on the back of the brochure will help you find your way
while on board. To further insure your safety in the unlikely
event of trouble, the Tustumena carries a full complement
of lifesaving equipment. There are two 30-passenger life

Predictions from here and there: The All-Alaska Weekly, pub-
lished in Fairbanks by Ernie Jessen, says that Juneau Superin-
tendent of Schools William Overstreet is to succeed Cliff Hart-
man as commissioner of education. Hartman would become

superintendent of Anchorage borough schools . . . Alaska from
the Inside, a newsletter published by Alaska Oil and Construc-
tion Report magazine, says that Commissioner of Public Works
Harold Strandberg, Commissioner of Commerce Wally Kubley,
and Commissioner of Economic Development Everett Buness
are expected to leave office in November, “‘even if Gov. Keith
Miller is reelected. If the voters return former Gov. Bill Egan
to office, “the talk is” that Robert Stevenson, commissioner of
revenue under Egan, would return to his old job,"” says the news-
letter.
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boats; there are eight 25-passenger self-inflating life rafts;
there are life preservers for 238 passengers and 24 preservers
for children.

In the event of a crisis, the general alarm would be sounded,
and passengers would be informed of the situation and
given directions via the public address system. Fire and
life boat drills are conducted by the ship’s crew weekly to
maintain proficiency and to meet U.S. Coast Guard
requirements. The M.V, Tustumena registered in the U.S,
and meets international safety standards for new ships
developed in 1960 and meets the. 1966 fire
safety requirements,

ABOUT YOUR CREW

There are 37 crewmen working around the clock to
operate your ship and to serve you. The Deck Officers are
the Captain, Chief Mate and Second and Third Mates. The
Engineering Officers are the Chief Engineer and his First,
Second and Third Assistants, and they are in complete
charge of all mechanical equipment aboard. The Chief
Steward is in charge of the galley, dining room and cocktail
lounge. The Purser is in charge of the passage (fare) of the
passengers and their accommodations.

With the exception of the Captain, the Chief Engineer, the
Chief Steward and the Bosun, the crew members stand
four-hour watches and are off eight. Many of the crew live
permanently on board 30 days per month. All of the crew
are on duty seven days per week. They are at sea six days
per week and have one day in port in Seward. The Officers
and Crewmen of the M.V. Tustumena are proud of their
ship. They work hard at operating her in the best
possible manner . . . they work hard at making your stay
on her a most enjoyable and pleasant one. Don’t hesitate

The MV Wickersham, the state’s own charter vessel in
the off-season, is going to pick up a few more bucks next
month when it transports a cargo of loggers from Vancouver,
B. C. to Anchorage for the Pacific Logging Congress’ 61st
annual meeting. President of the association is Art Brooks,
timber director for U.S. Plywood-Champion Papers, Inc.’s
Alaska division. More than 1,000 loggers and logging equip-
ment manufacturers and some 500 wives are expected to at-
tend the meeting. This doesn’t mean that Anchorage is go-
ing to be called on to accommodate all these people. It
seems that thought is being given to the high costs that
prevail there. The travel service handling the Wickersham
cruise had this note for prospective convention-goers: “If
economy is a factor, Series 100 staterooms on the Wickersham
range from $50 to $75 per berth for the full voyage, and you
can stay on board the Wickersham while in Anchorage for
a price range of $8 to $20 per day per couple depending on
choice of cabin.”

to ask any question you 1
than happy to tell you al
information on the variou
which you'll dock.

AND ABOUT THOSE

The bells you will hear
are a ship’s system of te
Fifteenth Century when
up-to-date clock availabl
divided into six watches,
was devised to tell the cr
time for work. The end
marked by eight bells. T
eight bells. From then ¢
increasing by one bell eacl
rung off. To be more sp
both a.m. and p.m., woulc
1:30 - 3 bells; 2:00 - 4 bel
3:30 - 7 bells; and 4:00
hourglass had to be turne
bell sounded for each run
passing of a full hour, In t
the bells are used more
mariners rely upon . . . but
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their own. Here’s just a poi
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vish — your crew will be more
| about life at sea and give you
s points you‘ll pass and ports at

no the Forest
an Service interpretive program
on board this Alaska State ferry

“Intro ductnd

BECLS. .,

ringing throughout your cruise
lling time. It dates back to the

the hourglass was the most
. Since the mariner’s time is
four hours each, the bell system
ew the time — time for rest or
of a four-hour watch is always
1us, at midnight you will hear
in, starting with one bell and

the Forest Naturalists
who will conduct it.

1 half hour, a four-hour watch 1s
pcific — 12:30, 4:30 and 8:30,
be one bell; 1 o'clock - 2 bells;
Is; 2:30 - 5 bells; 3:00 - 6 bells;
- 8 bells. In ancient times the
d over every half hour and the
. Therefore, two bells meant the
rday’s era of watches and clocks,
as tradition than as a method
it remains a wonderful tradition.

Meet them on board,
and be prepared for
some exciting
adventures

in ideas.

/

A cooperative program
of the USDA, Forest
Service and the Divi-
sion of Marine Trans-
portation, State of
Alaska.

CE SHIP JARGON . ..

ners have a special vocabulary all
tion of it for your use on board:
ort;” to the right is “‘starboard,*”
ir is the “deck;” the ceilings are
be either a “hatch” or a “port;”
1oles:” the window pane is the

Noon—

Noon—

4:00 P.M.—

4:00 P.M.—

Saturday, September 19, 1970

The Forest Service joins with the State of
Alaska Division of Marine Transportation in
welcoming you aboard the MV WICKER-
SHAM for this special cruise. As during the
past summer, Forest Naturalists are on
board to provide you with information about
the country we’'ll be passing through.

Here is the planned schedule of activities.
We will announce details of where and when
programs will be presented.

10:00 A.M.— Slide program—'"What's Back

in Them There Mountains?"’
Views of the fascinating back-
country of “Revilla” Island and
the Southeast Alaskan mainland.
A 20-minute program to be re-
peated several times,

11:00 A.M.— Children’s programs.

“What is Wilderness?” A public
discussion about the Granite
- Fiords Wilderness Study Area.

Movie ““Good Morning Alaska.”
Interesting highlights of the
Alaska Marine Highway. Re-
peated showings.

Children’s program. To include
Lassie film “Glacier Canyon."

Conservation dialogue: “How
Would You Develop the Natural
Environment of SoutheastAlas-
ka?” Bring your ideas for a
lively discussion.

Maps and other information are available
at the Forest Naturalist Station located
opposite the Purser’'s counter on the prome-
nade deck.

See you on board!!

The Greater Juneau Chamber
of Commerce today endorsed
the proposed $21 million marine
highway improvement bond issue
which will appear on the Novem-
ber ballot.

As proposed by the state, the
bond proceeds would be used

for construction of two Bartlett
class 220-foot ships to serve the
smaller communities of South-
east Alaska, lengthening of the
Taku, Malaspina and Matanu-
ska to 408 feet, increasing
each’s capacity to 300 berths
with bath facilities plus a 21 per

cent "increase in the car deck,
and building dock facilities at
Metlakatia, Hoonah, Angoon,
Gustavus, and other needed lo-
cations for the two Bartlett
class ships.

The Chamber cited the grow-
ing Southeastern 'communities

Sout!s *t Alaska Empire, Juneau, Alaska, Wed., Oct. 7, 19707

Juneau Chamber Backs Ferry Bond Issue

with their increasing needs for
communication and transpor-
tation services,

It also said that demand for
tourist transportation is increas-
ing each year and cannot be
met by present facilities. ‘“The

State of Alaska is losing many
tourist dollars because of in-
adequate carrying capacity
leading to an undesireable rep-
utation among the Alaskan
travelers,” the statement by
Chamber President William H.
James said.
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Juneau to Haines

SEE YOUR
LOCAL TRAVEL
AGENT OR

phone ferry
586-3405

RESERVATIONS LIMITED — CONFIRMED ONLY WITH PURCHASE OF TICKET
MV WICKERSHAM ALASKAN OWNED: REGISTERED IN PANAMA

Berth for the trip: Same as one way  (not including food or beverage)

SPEND TUESDAY
SEPT 15 AT SEA

GLACIER BAY

EXCURSION

REPEATED BY POPULAR DEMAND

MV Wickersham sails from Auke Bay at
9 a.m. Tuesday, Sept. 15 — Returns same
day at 10 p.m.

- ADULT FARE $15.00
CHILDREN-HALF FARE

HAWAIIAN FERRY SYSTEM STILL HAS HURDLES
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I'wo ferries planned for the Hawaiian Inter-Island Ferry System will look like
above artist’s drawing. The ferries have been designed by Philip F. Spaulding &

ociates, Seattle.

JONOLULU — Though plans
the $38 million Hawaiian In-
Island Ferry System, Ltd.,
e approved by the Maritime
ministration last June, it was
y this week that the an-
ancement was officially made
John J. Hulten, president of
 system.

'he announcement from Hon-

lu said that the ferries would |

Predictions from here and there: The All-Alaska Weekly, pub-
lished in Fairbanks by Ernie Jessen, says that Juneau Superin-
tendent of Schools William Oversireet is to succeed Cliff Hart-
man as commissioner of education. Hartman would become
superintendent of Anchorage borough schools . . . Alaska from
the Inside, a newsletter published by Alaska Oil and Construc-
tion Report magazine, says that Commissioner of Public Works
Harold Strandberg, Commissioner of Commerce Wally Kubley,
and Commissioner of Economic Development Everett Buness
are expected to leave office in November, “‘even if Gov, Keith
Miller is reelected. If the voters return former Gov. Bill Egan
to office, “the talk is” that Robert Stevenson, commissioner of
revenue under Egan, would return to his old job,” says the news-
letter.
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“port light” and the porthole covers are called ““dead lights."”
Your room is a “stateroom;” beds are “berths’” and the
restrooms are called “*heads.”

CALLING ALL HAMS . ..

Your ship has a special antenna rigged solely for ham radio
operation. What’s more fun than to bring your ham set
aboard and call from your ship in the Pacific Ocean!

TO YOU PROUD PARENTS AND PET OWNERS

Children are most heartily welcome aboard the Tustumena.
For their safety’s sake, please refrain them from running
about the decks. You are completely responsible for your
children, and it is necessary to keep track of them at all
times. Both you and your children should be watchful of
the possibility of the doors slamming in sea motion. Pets
are allowed only on the vehicle deck, either in your car or
controlled on a leash.

AND ABOUT THAT COOK INLET...

The Cook Inlet is acknowledged to have the second
highest tides in the world — approximately 35 feet
high at its maximum. Cook Inlet silt, made up of
volcanic ash, glacial gradings and earth particles, is kept
in almost constant suspension because of the high speed
of tides and is some
of the finest silt in
the world. Don’t be
alarmed by the color
of the water in the
restrooms — it's only
muddy as you cruise
through the Inlet!

The MV Wickersham, the state’s own charter vessel in
the off-season, is going to pick up a few more bucks next
month when it transports a cargo of loggers from Vancouver,
B. C. to Anchorage for the Pacific Logging Congress’ 61st
annual meeting. President of the association is Art Brooks,
timber director for U.S. Plywood-Champion Papers, Inc.'s
Alaska division. More than 1,000 loggers and logging equip-
ment manufacturers and some 500 wives are expected to at-
tend the meeting. This doesn’t mean that Anchorage is go-
ing to be called on to accommodate all these people. It
seems that thought is being given to the high costs that
prevail there. The travel service handling the Wickersham
cruise had this note for prospective convention-goers: “If
economy is a factor, Series 100 staterooms on the Wickersham
range from $50 to $75 per berth for the full voyage, and you
can stay on board the Wickersham while in Anchorage for
a price range of $8 fo 520 per day per couple depending on
choice of cabin.”
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who will conduct it.
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A cooperative program
of the USDA, Forest.
Service and the Divi-
sion of Marine Trans-
portation, State of
Alaska.

Saturday, September 19, 1970

The Forest Service joins with the State of
Alaska Division of Marine Transportation in
welcoming you aboard the MV ‘WICKER-
SHAM for this special cruise. As during the
past summer, Forest Naturalists are on
board to provide you with information about
the country we'll be passing through.

Here is the planned schedule of activities.
We will announce details of where and when
programs will be presented

10:00 A.M.— Slide program—"What's Back
in Them There Mountains?"’
Views of the fascinating back-
country of “Revilla” Island and
the Southeast Alaskan mainland.
A 20-minute program to be re-
peated several times.

11:00 A.M.— Children’s programs,

Noon— “What is Wilderness?” A public
discussion about the Granite
-Fiords Wilderness Study Area.

Noon— Movie ““Gooed Morning Alaska.”
Interesting highlights of the
Alaska Marine Highway. Re-
peated showings.

4:00 P.M.— Children’s program. To include
Lassie film "“Glacier Canyon,”

4:00 P.M.— Conservation dialogue: “How
Would You Develop the Natural
Environment of SoutheastAlas-
ka?" Bring your ideas for a
lively discussion.

Maps and other information are available
at the Forest Naturalist Station located
opposite the Purser's counter on the prome-
nade deck

See you on board!!

Sout t Alaska Empire, Juneau, Alaska, Wed., Oct. 7, 19701

Juneau Chamber Backs Ferry Bond Issue

The Greater Juneau Chamber
of Commerce today endorsed
the proposed $21 million marine
highway improvement bond issue
which will appear on the Novem-
ber ballot.

As proposed by the state, the
bond proceeds would be used

for construction of two Bartlett
class 220-foot ships to serve the
smaller communities of South-
east Alaska, lengthening of the
Taku, Malaspina and Matanu-
ska to 408 feet, increasing
each’s capacity to 300 berths
with bath facilities plus a 21 per

cent increase in the car deck, with

and building dock facilities at
Metlakatla, Hoonah, Angoon,
Gustavus, and other needed lo-
cations for the two Bartlett
class ships.

The Chamber cited the grow-
ing Southeastern 'communities

communication and transpor-
tation services,

It also said that demand for
tourist transportation is increas-
ing each year and cannot be
met by present facilities. ‘“The

their increasing needs for State of Alaska is losing many

tourist dollars because of in-
adequate carrying capacity
leading to an undesireable rep-
utation among the Alaskan
travelers,” the statement by
Chamber President William H.
James said.




Meeting On
Ferry Operation

On August 15th, Harold
Strandberg, Commissioner of
Public Works, met with rep-
resentatives of the City, Cham-
ber of Commerce and those
vghu serve the visitors using
the ferry system. In a pre- |
liminary statement, the Com- |
missioner pointed out sched-
uling transportation services
were difficult, it was impos-
sible ot please everyone. The
present use of the Whittier
to Valdez run and the return
trip is over 50 per cent Alaskan
travelers. |
. One question those attend-
ing felt should be considered
was the laying over for an
hour at Columbia Glacier.
Some felt this was in direct
competition with private en-
terprise. Tours are available
and those who are making a
round trip on the M/V Bartlett
arrive in Valdez at 9:00 PM
and depart at 5:00 AM the
following morning. This does
not give any time to see the
many attractions in the area.
One improvement suggested
was an earlier departure from
Whittier.

. The ferry system operation
is presently a subsidized op- |
eration, Commissioner St- |
randberg said they had receiv-
ed few complaints from the
traveling public, most had
been from Cordova and Val-
dez. He said he felt the
schedules could be improved,
was open to suggestions from
those who were interested
but wanted all to bear in
mind that the communities
served should consider the

CHOICE OF ARCHITECT ON
NEW STATE FERRIES DUE

SEATTLE
nitty-gritty on who will design
the new super-ferries for the
Washington State Ferry System.
The proposals are to be turned in
to the Toll Bridge Authority and
the ferry system committee be-
fore Sept. 10.

The final three in the running
are W, C. Nickum & Sons, design-
er of many of the former new
ferries; Philip F. Spaulding & As-
sociates, designers of several
coastal ferries and John Case of
Victoria, B. C., well known naval
architect in Canada.

The new ferries will have an
even greater capacity than the
present four super-ferries in the
vehicular department. They will
be.designed to carry 200 cars, 50
more than the present “supers”
and 1,700 passengers. The big de-
mand has been for more car
space to handle the overloads on
busy weekends and to provide
acdequate provision for the future
of the ferry system.

It’s down to the |

Among those present for the meeting on Ferry

Schedules

were

Jim O'Sullivan,

Commissioner

Harold Strandberg, Representative Richard Borer
and Mayor Walter Day.

problems of each other as well
as the travelers

There was some discussion
of a commercial trip (with no
passengers) between Valdez
and Cordova to allow the
transportation of inflamables:

Richard Borer, Represen-
tative of District 6, was with
Strandberg. He told of some

Ferry System Lauded

Alaska State Ferry System
Juneau, Alaska

& s
Dear Sirs:
After having spent a delight-
ful week (Aug. 14-21) on the

Malaspina and seeing a little
of your enchanted land, my sis-
ter and [ handed our stateroom
key to the pursuer with a few
words of appreciation, for which
he thanked us, saying *‘I wish you
will write what you told me to
the Office of the Ferry System-
it will please them to get it in-
stead of complaints.”” So thus
inspired, | consider it a privi-
ledge to write to you.

My sister and | had ordered
tickets for a trip to Denmark
via S.A.S, which we had to can-
cel since I in July underwent
major surgery. Although 1| am
past 70 I recuperated quickly, so
we decided to take a trip to
Alaska instead: The staterooms
on the ferry as well as on the
Canadian cruise boats were ta-
ken up till Octpber, but being
determined, we bravely faced
sleeping on the reclining chairs
on the ferry, which we did for
three nights. When my name

of the problems the people of
Cordova were experiencing.

Strandberg discussed the
operation of the Valdez Air-
port, explaining some of the
pros and cons of the City
R R S

was called on the ferry, it has
never sounded so good, and we
enjoyed the comfort and pri-
vacy of a clean stateroom the
rest of the trip. A family of five
unable to get a stateroom, ap-
preciated my insisting the mo-
ther and four year old child dai-
ly taking a couple of hours rest
in my bed also . . .

Now for a few words of ap-
preciation for our last trip. The
beautiful, clean majestic Ma-
laspina, with its competent cap-
tain, other officers and crew,
was like a floating hotel, meet-
ing our needs, attending to our
comfort and pleasure in every
way. The meals were delicious,
generous servings, well prepar-
ed and beautifully served. Al-
though my ‘doctor had warned
me about fried foods, 1 ate and
enjoyed every kind of fish the
menu. offered, including the
black cod, which was out of
this world, truly the best I ever
ate. I had no discomfort what-
soever and gained two pounds.

It gave a secure feeling, to |
have the watchman faithfully

taking it over and also, monies

available for improvements.
Dale Cutler, Valdez City Man-
ager, told of some suggestions
made by the City for improve-
ments.

e

check for fires nite and day...

My only complaint, was the
few passengers there claimed
ownership of the front row
chairs, even putting their be-
longings in them while they
went for meals or to see the
slides, thus preventing others
to enjoy the good view. 1 know
if it was children, you would
have a way to amend the situa-
tion.

May [ congratulate you on
your very fine Ferry System
and service to the public. Thank-
ing you kindly and wishing you
continued success, I am,

Respectfully yours,
Mrs. Lydia Gullikson
Deming, Wash.



“Good Morning, Alaska” is

\the title of a new 24-minute color
|film produced and photographed

by Chuck Keen for the state’s
Division of Marine Transporta-
tion.

The film, a winner, according
to reports from Juneau, where
it was shown last week before
the Chamber of Commerce, was
designed to give the rest of Alas-
ka more awareness of South-
east's ferry system, and to pro-
mote the system throughout the
Lower 48 as a means of travel-
ing here.

Photographer Keen has inter-
woven animal life with the nar-
rative. When it is explained that
marine transportation is vital in
southeast Alaska because travel
is possible only by water and
air, one sees an enormous bear
swimming “a river, and then
birds in flight. A flock of birds
takes flzghl at the mention {)t the
phrase “go for progress.” At
a reference to fool passengers,
who need no reservations to ride
the ferries. two gulls are seen a-
lighting on a ferry guardrail,

taking their ease as it steams
along.

The sight of a leaping whale
is shown near the end.

The title of the film comes
from the concept. stated in the
opening narrative, that “the
state is still in the early morning
of development.”

Gov. Keith Miller speaks in
support of expansion of the ferry
service, specifying that the
southeast and southwest por-
tions of the system must be ex-
panded.

Bert Esmond, deputy director
of the Division of Marine Trans-
portation, speaking with the
film, says the expansion pro-
gram (if a $21 million bond pro-
|gram is approved by voters
this fall) includes the acquisition
| of two small Bartlett-class ships
to serve the areas in southeast
|not now served, and to relieve
| congestion during the peak sum-
| mer season.

In addition, the three ships
| Malaspina, Matanuska  and
Taku, would be lengthened by
the insertion of 56-fool sections
|amidships. This has already
tbeen done to the Tustumena,
and now she rides 4'2 inches
{higher and has gained half a
knot in speed, Esmond reported.
The lengthening would increase
the number of berths per ship
from 100 to 300, and add 20 per-
cent more space to the car
Idecks.

Keen's opening shots are re-

ported to be beautiful — the face

|of Leconte Glacier breaking up,
Mt. St. Elias at sunset, a rising
sun sﬂhouemng workmen un-
}oadmg pipe at Valdez. Juneau
is shown in an aerial shot, and
called “America’s most scenic
state capital."”

Esmond said the film has
been produced for nationwide
| TV showings, still to be booked.
It is scheduled for an Anchorage
|airing late this week.

|

WICKERSHAM
TROUBLES
FOR LOGGERS

ANCHORAGE (AP) — Some

| 200 persons arriving for a meet-

ing of the Pacific Logging Con-
ference got a sample of the fed-
eral Jones Act when they were
held on the chartered state
ferry Wickersham for more
than an hour for lack of a cus-
toms agent.

Because the foreign-built Wick-
ersham departed Vancouver,
B. C., with its load of delegates
and guests, passengers were re-
quired to clear customs before
departing the vessel at the Port
of Anchorage Tuesday morning.

But when the ferry arrived,
about 15 minutes early, no cus-
toms agent was present.

Neither were Miss Alaska,
Anchorage Mayor George Sulli-
van or a wheeled dog sled, all
scheg:luled to be part of a wel-
coming ceremony.

The Jones Act bars foreign-
built vessels from carrying pas-
sengers or cargo between U.S.
ports. So the Wickersham —
with a load of delegates from
Washington, Oregon, California,
Idaho, Montana and British
Columbia — departed Vancouv-
er, B. C., for its trip north.

An Army band played on in a
cold rain while someone was
dispatched to Anchorage Inter-
national Airport, 10 miles away,
to fetch a customs agent." A
rousing cheer went up from the
vessel when the agent arrived
about an hour after the ferfy
docked.

Convention registeration be-
g Tuesday afternoon. About
; "pggmg executives are at-
nding_ the Glsl. session of the

PUKETCHIKAN —(AP) —
8A charge against Thomas

Aspinwall, chief mate of the
aska ferry Taku, was dis-
imissed yesterday at a Coast
0 uard hearing in Ketchi-

'Asplnwall. who Wa:

ran . aground near Pri

]

ff]hafge Dropped”
In Ferry Mishap

board the Taku when 3¢ fermined at what point

ficontinuation of an inquifs =
@ Seattle that recesse@t '
Bllg. 10. Heard in Sealll@

| Grﬂnlng Proposes U;-.J'

Of Ferry To Alleviate
Shortage Of Housing

City- Borough Assemblyman
Hunt Gruening proposed last
night that an oceangoing pas-
senger vessel be obtained for
use here as “immediate and in-
stant housing” pending con-
struction of conventional hous-
ing.

A number of housing projects
are in the works now but can’t
get under way until next year,
and the housing need is so great
that something must be done
immediately, said Gruening.

He suggested perhaps a cruise
ship or state ferry (he indicated
he was thinking of the state
ferry Wickersham) could be ob-

tained to meet the need for
temporary housing here this
winter,

Gruening moved that the new
city manager who is to arrive
Sept. 14 be directed to begin im-
mediately a study on the feasi
Iﬂghof his proposal, and |

charged with failing to cor-
rectly determine the ves-
sel's position.

Federal Hearing Examin-
er James M. Donahue said
he was dismissing the"
charge against Aspinwall
because it had not been

wall reportedly
ge bridge several
“hefore the groun

) rday's hearing was

s a charge against Cof
Norden, the Taku's
I mate, who was)
@lch when the vessel
geound. That charge
t. taken under ad

repeatedly during a one-
'week period.
% The TBA also received

assembly approved his motion.
*This would be instant and
temporary, truly temporary,
housing,” Gruening said. “This
wouldn’t be permanent, which

is somethingwe wouldn't want!’

He said housing is needed i1
mediately for new school teach-
ers, Coast Guard families, and
new government employes who
would be coming here in the
near future. The vessel or
vessels that would be used
would not accommodate persons
who are visiting and would
normally stay in hotels, he said.

The new city manager would
determine where vessels could
be obtained and where they
could be moored, he said.

There are a number of prom-
ising housing projects on the
drawing board now, a number
of which are expecled to get
under way next spring, he said

" peage

Trucks to Pay Less on

Pugel SOI.EId 0 erries.
}

& OLYMPIA™ =0 (17P1y 1 —
@ State Toll Bridge Au-
ARority yesterday approved
18 ferry rate reduction for
(trucks in an effort to offset
@apparent increase in the
tice of trucking goods
im the Seattle area to the
pic Peninsula by high-

way.
The TBA tooz the action

as
gn an emergency basis,
‘effective Oct. 1, for the re-
imainder of the fiscal year
b determine if the move re-
sults in an increase in truck
Mraffic on the ferry system.
1" Specifically, the authority
igranted a 20 per cent hasic
tate reduction for frucks on
the Seattle-Bremerton Tun,
*which
weight charge than other
runs, and approved a sys-
tem-wide increase in the
discount rate permitted for
Hrucks who use the ferries

‘the recommendation of a
lis emai_deagn study co& R

: E}—-f !nu." =3

are 150-200 units of low and
medium-income housing  spon-
sored by the Federal Housing
Administration, which would
subsidize the interest on mortg-
ages; 35 units to be constructed
by the Alaska State Housing
Authority; 108 condominium
and rental units proposed by the
Salmon Creek Development Co.
at Salmon Creek; a 35-unit con-
dominium apartment building
to be constructed near the city
cemetery by John Rader.
Gruening added that the Model
Cities program is now organiz-
ing a housing development
corporation and that $800,000 in
federal funds is still available
for erjtically-needed sewer n?
water'systoms gre. i o]

Pile e/ " T W

sfgﬂ consultant for cor fr ue-,
tion of new 200-car superfefs’"
ries for the Puget Soungs
fleet.

The five-man study ‘walﬂ
recommended that the
Highways Department and}
TBA select the Seattle naval
architecture firm of Philip®
F. Spaulding and Associates |
the design consultan
firm for construction of the
ferries.

Highways director George
Andrews told the TBA tha
final decision on a designy
cnnsu[tant would be made

“in about two weeks" afté®
certain aspects of the firm's
design competition proposalt
are checked out. 2
has carried a higher In
TBA
trucks of under 8, om pounds |
as passenger cars
of trucks,
The move will mean an
nual loss of $22,000 on
Evergreen
$3,150 on the Vernita Bri
and $2,850 on the Big]

another action, thes
reclassified pickup

, instead,
on toll hrllges.

the”

Point Brid

.i

e e ——
e
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Yy
nu ferry system in westérn
Alitka is being misused. After
Wally Hickel was elected, Cap-
tain Mangun, who had been in
gharre of the ferries under Gov-
ernor stayed and we
worked out an arangement where
we would have a shuttle ferry
connecting the village of Port
Griham and the City of Seldovia
to the end of the road at Homer.
At the time we thought of bring-
ing over the Chilkat. This was
administratively vetoed and since
2t change of povernors the pre-
Bent Commissioner of Public
Works saw fit to run TUSTU-
MENA connecting the end of the
yoad at Seward an dHomer to
the Kodiak area and Anchorage.
" Wally Hickel did not allow this
svhen he was governor and T feel
. it should be
ridiculous to use a state ferry to
parallel over 200 miles of road.
The purpose of the ferry system
§ sto connect the ends of the road
%6 those communities in Alaska
that would have no rosd service
if it was not for this, When you
start looking at the ferry system
highway

Egan, on

stopped now. It is

as an extension of the

it starts making some: financial
sense but as soon as, you run one
parallel to a highway there ig

o way that a ferry'system can
be justified; its cosfyig just too
high.

In this coming session T would
like to work
& shuttle  ferry.. This counld be
something like the BEM  (used

towards acguiring

Hickel Has
Luncheon
On Ferry

Wwalter J. Hickel relaxed
in the dining room of the
‘etate ferry M. V. wicker-
sham Wednesday, lunching
with some friends frm
Anchorage and from
W ing industry. He had
Waddressed the 6lst session
1 of the Pacific Logging Con--
' !’pess that morning. -

S Winch here,” Hickel Té-

" Legislative N

By Rep. Clexz Tillion

i “1'm proud of this bo;t.
zg:i that’s why I'm having

marked. He was governorof.
the state when the Swe

puilt ferry was purchazs'édﬁ'.
Marine High="
then he |

for the Alaska M
way System. Since

has resigned to become the

cibf

b pA SRS S Sy

swslefter

-

@At
A

in World War II and common
throughout Alaska today for
hauling freight). which would
work out very nicely shuttling
from Homer across to Seldoyia
with weekly trips into Port Gra-
ham. This would be capable of |
handling several vans so th’gt.
seafood production in the Port,
Graham and Seldovia area would
have an outlet. If it was a small
number of vans they would go on
into Anchorage for trans-ship-o
ment to the states. In the eAse™
of a fairly large production Bes |
ing gatherad, say, in the Hcﬁné 4
area on up towards Kenai from

sea-food plants, we might jbes
able to get Sea-Land to make &
stop. At one time they said they s
were willing to make a stdp at.
any port that had six vans wait-*
ing for a back shipment. As hng
as the cargo remained consistent-
ly in the six-van category they
would make a stop. T am in hopes
we could work out somethings
where we would have direct ship-
ment onto the Kenai Peninsula
on at least an every other trip| l
basis with Sea-Land and T feel
a shuttle ferry is necessary for =
this. Now this would not, in any

way, take the place of thé TUS: |
TUMENA; the TUSTUMEN.‘

would still have to remain® |
the run for direct connecfion Bess)

tween Homer, Kodiak, and ‘%1
ward because a shuttle  ferrg
workine in the Kachemak Bag |
ares would not be of a size 'D_.-___.f

cogsary to reach out. .o

B

-

-




CONVENTIONEERS ARRIVE IN CITY ABOARD STATE FERRY

Some 200 delegates and guests to the Pacific
Logging Congress which opened today at the
Anchorage-Westward Hotel arrived en masse
Tuesday aboard the 384-passenger state ferry
Wickersham. The Ft. Richardson Army Band
was on the Port of Anchorage dock, center photo

IF THE TRUTH WERE KNOWN....about who real ly
did the work of Wickersham registration, it

was Mrs. Javanne Beitinger, wife of the

nominal chairman.

WATCHING HIS
Steward Jack

GUESTS....Wickersham Chief
Santos surveys the situation.,
Jack must be credited as principal archi=
techt of the success of the cruise. His
excel lent food and service contributed
'WEEESUVQQ?Y to the event.

to welcome the ferry passengers who then ]14:! a
rainy walk to a bus, left photo, which took them
to the hotel. First, hr_lwwez, the ferry arrivals
had to be checked by a U.S. Customs official,
right photo, since their jourm:) started from a

Y _(,anadlan port, While the convention will wind up

¢ of the Western Association
of Slale nghw:w officiz I begin here Saturday with
a eruise down Cook Inlet aboard the Alaska ferry M/V
chlu.mh.:m The state ferry mll i;.m l}u. ul\ dm,l\ at

Friday, the trip south aboard the ferry won’t be-
gin until Sunday to give the conventioneers a lit-
tle more time to look over the area. Or perhaps
more time for Anchorage to look over those inv-
olyed in the logging industry which fm Alaska is
centéred in: Southeastern. -

' Rt
Daily News: Malinda ;\m__

cials lrnm :IJ !44 western states. In addition, offic o
sice, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Burcau-@f
nf,_ itional  Park Service and o
Canadidn provinces expected to parti in
mecting here. The meeting will conclude on F
a trip 1o the North sw«w
ing 737 et =i Y ot Lias jgpa

————




"rhe state ferry Wickersham has stirred some
\‘lively debate from:time to time since it was
purchased from Sweden but this view of the ves-
sel now in the Port of Anchorage is something
completely different, Reflected in the shiny horn

| ‘of an-Arm y-bandsman who greeted delegates to,

HICKEL MEETS CHILDREN AND LOGGERS

Interior Secretary Walter J. Hickel, in Anchor-
age to address the 6lst session of the Pacific
Logging Congress, had lunch on the state ferry
M.N. Wickersham with some of the loggers
Wednesday. A tour of schoolchildren came by
. and got an unexpected greeting from'the secre-

A DIFFERENT VIEW OF THE WICKERSHAM

the Pacific Logging Congress when they arrived
here for their convention is a rather distorted
version of the ferry. In fact, it's more likely to

remind Anchorage residents of__byl'glﬂdings shaken *

up by the 1964 earthquake. -~

a1

tary, at left. At right; Hickel talked with sever'gl
loggers. They are, from left, Cliff Reevesy
Reeves Logging, Haines; Hickel; Leo Gellings;
Wrangell Logging Co., Ketchikan, and Clarence
. Kramer, Alaska Lumber and Pulp Co,, Sitkag
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MV CHILKAT

i

PORT DATE DAY TIME U:k:gb._ =
WVE_ LEAVE =
" 10:30 AM. X
OCT. 23 FRI y .
PRAS Bu OCT. 23 FRI 3:30 P.M. 9:45 P.M.
RR HOONAH _ %
HOONAH OCT. 23 FRI 10:15 P.M. .
UARR AUKE BAY OCT. 24 SAT 3:15 A.M. 11:00 A M.
' OCT. 25 SUN 10:15 A.M. |
- 'VAHOQUKE B OCT. 25 SUN 3:15 P.M. :
RmN:AH 11:15 P.M. £y
T SUN 15 P. '
EAUKE | ocT. 2% MON GISAM. | 1005 AME

ARR AUKE BAY i
i § CAPACITY: 59 Massengers — 15 Vehicles (Approx.)
NOTE: Schedule will be posted weekly
B Ae ottt I Commissioner of Public Works
arold D. Strandberg has

| ]
- . : - 3 I_I g W g
‘ ! h 3 } 2 “mm‘ . s ‘ o lanm:uncud that the Division of

Marine Transportation 1s ac-
fively planning additional off-
season non-scheduled cruises

for the 1971 season, be L,n‘m_mg
with the Wickersham's New

| Years Eve turn-around at Skag-
|

way. !
Passengers will be
board the Wickersham

able

Lo

at any
way-port for the round trip, the

Off Season Ferry Cruises
Are Popular, Expanding

only restriction being that they
do not go ashore other than at
their original port of embarka-
tion, Strandberg said.

Last year’s cruise from Auke
Bay to Glacier Bay demon-
strated the popularity of these
cruises when a complete mani-
fest of 1,300 people signed up
for the all-day trip, with many
others being turned away,
he said. This year a capacity
crowd out: of Juneau toused

!»P‘ By Herh Rhodes #%"Anchorage Printing Company, lattar city is sélsr}eithing else  lose ‘to the big and powerful
".' sprung a surprise with our trip  aga too. Now a thriving Wolverines, but the setting was
[ BON VOYAGE. The three years ago. And then was metropolis of Seattle vintage, fantastic at the Washington
& announcement that the white carried away to find the old the Canadian port of stadium. Many fans come! to

queen of the State’s ferry fleet, mamk thoroughly enjoying destination is beautiful. High the game in their yachis
B the MV Wickersham, would himself. One can do little else rise buildings flank a fantastic through Lake Washington.

i

. stewards,
and,

leave Anchorage October 12 for
a season<closing voyage to
Vancouver, B. C., brings back
fond memories...a never to
be forgotten cruise through
Alaskan waters.

If you feel like living it up,
fry this one...at least treat
yourself to the finest scenery
and the greatest luxury Alaska
can offer.

Despite the red hot fight
that raged over the white hot
Wickersham, she is a gracious

charming lady—wherever
was built. And she is fitting
Of the northland, a real queen
offering a splendid bar, a huge
ﬁing room complete with
fite linen and gold-braided
fine accommodations
of course, Alaskans
gmselves toss in the frosting
being the world’s top
veling companions.

There is something about
*denui of the northland.

thin 15 minutes on board
¥8u have met half the travelers,
By dinner time you eat with
:i-‘st of them, by bedtime
¥Ou've drunk (or are drunk)
with  the rest. We won't
E@ntinue on past bedtime,
But getting acquainted is
trick and it all adds to the

were mgda; at Kodiak, Seward,

on the Wickersham,

Most of the water is
smooth and the Wickersham
rides like Intrepid. But she can
perform, too, in the toughest of
seas. The Gulf grabbed at the
white queen and huffed and
puffed away with 85-mile
winds. For a time the Captain
chose to hide behind
Hinchinbrook Island, while
most passengers stuck close to
their bunks. Then it was full
steam. And in the roughest of

seas the Wickersham rode
supreme.
Sea-sickers have little

worry. The dash across the Gulf
is a quick one and offers the
only threat. The rest of the trip
is through sheltered
waters—great tree-lined shores
and islands of green, dotted by
storybook fishing and logging
villages and waterfalls that
tumble from high peaks.

Marine life ads to the
adventure. Seals are common,
but you can count on seeing a
score of whales and dolphins at
close range. They love the
challenge of the moving ferries
and fun for a day is splashing
in the wake from the ship.

When Chris and 1 went on

the Wickersham, short stops

residential area
abounds in manicured yards
and flowers, How come, we
asked, so many flowers and
neatly-kept homes?

A unique plan, a Canadian
told us. Taxes are lowered in
Vancouver instead of increased
on homes that are
well-kept...a bonus, rather
than a penalty, for those taking
good care of home and garden.

A quick trip to Seattle,
onto the jet, and you are home
again with a memory of a
cruise that won't quit in one
lifetime.

If there is a shocker, it is
perhaps that everyone has so
much fun ... even the Captain,
and apparently all the crew, led
bar celebrants at night while
the Wickersham slipped through |
channels no wider than'a
knitting needle.

It was better if you didnt
think about it, or go up and
look at the bridge. Automatig
pilots, perhaps.

Now is a glorious time too

port and the

to see Vancouver Island and the -

Northwest. Warm autumn suns
still prevail as at 8
Washington-Michigan football
game last weekend. [
While Alaska has
going for it, so does the Paci

m@r'

“l have a 45-foot cruises,”
one old-timer said in ‘an
elevator. “l can't see anymore
and I have to have someont
else drive it. 1 don’t know why
I keep that thing—just to go to
the football games, I guess,” he'
concluded,

Imagine the Wickersham
sailing up to the open end of
the stadium? Well, no. But
imagine it sailing through the

Panhandle of Southeastern
Alaska and you are
there . . .sipping white wine
with prime rib as the exotie

panorama of Alaska slides by,

heralded by the occasional
salute of a Kkiller whale or
porpoise.
Mr. Alaskan . .. that’s living
this lifetime.
s r

oo\

- "‘Hw

|
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Tracy Arm on Sept. 13, and two

days later another
cruise was made to
Bay, Strandberg added.
In the Ketchikan area a few
days later, the Wickersham
embarked the entire
Visititors Association conven-
tion group and their friends and
spent the day going complélely
around Revillagigedo Island,
passing through and inte the
ymany bays on that route,Strand-
berg continued. The following
day, limiting sales to 810
passengers for greater enjoy-
ment, the residents of Ketchikan
repeated this trip, and a great

successful -
Glacier

Alaska

deal of public interest was exs

pressed in additional cruises
whenever possible, he said.

Other ships of the fleet are alsol

getting used by various groups

{for conventions. The . Alaska
Association of Insurance
fAgents,- Inc., held meelings

aboard the Matanuska on Oet. 6

['between Juneau and Skagway

| &nd return.

| The Tustumena has several

| times taken bowling tournamen
participants from Seward fo
Cordova on special trips.” Ofhér
Firips have been made to deconk

modate special events on Kediak

Island
Bartlett attempts periodically to
{handle special trips for basket-
I'ball tournament players  and
Heans between Valdez ands Cors
fdova.

{ On Sept. 29 the Bartlett made
an unscheduled round trip,
Whittier to Columbia Glagier
and return, with 165 members
and friends of the Association of
Local Transport Airlines. “‘We
were delighted to have Mrs.
Vide Bartlvll aboard for this
Loccasion,” stated Captain H. J.
" Lockert, director of the Division

of Marine Transportation, “AS

Strandberg said™“the"

this was her first voyage aboard-

the ship since she christened the
yessel in honor of her husband
the late Senator E. L. (Bob)
Bartlett. |

Lockert voiced his coneern .
pver the system's ability to han®
dle present traffic and the need
for passage of the bond issué 18
pruceed with planned expa.nsion

of the fleet. el !
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State F erfj/ Tustumena

Runs Aground Near Kodiak

KODIAK (AP) - Coast Guard
officials reported the Alaska
ferry Tustumena was refloated
and returned to the Kodiak city
dock early today after running
aground just after midnight.

It Dave Andrews, information
dfficer for the Coast Guard, said
a Coast Guard inspection team
was enroute from Anchorage to
begin an investigation of the
ineident.

The Tustumena, carrying 33
passengers and a 25-man crew,
went aground on rocks just after
midnight less than a mile from
her berth in_Kodiak, g one

s

was hurt.

Andrews said a preliminary
inspection indicates the vessel
sustained damage to its forward
“peak” tanks and to its forward
double-bottom area.

The mishap occured less than
a half-hour after low tide this
morning. Andrews said it was
refloated with the incoming
tide and assisted by a tug in
returning to Kodiak.

Donald J. Oldow, skipper of
the Tustumena, told the Kodiak
Mirror the grounding was caus-
ed by a failure in the electrical

which cut communica-
tiohs beiween the bridge and

room below decks

the engine
The, lack of communications

2t ek e e

caused the vessel to veer o
ward the beach just after de-
parting Kodiak, Oldow said.

The Tustumena, which has a
capacity for 50 cars and 250 pas-
sengers, was enroute to Homer
at the time of the mishap. Its
passengers were evacuated by
the Coast Guard cutter Citrus.

The ferry also carried seven
autos and two vans.

It wasthe second Alaskanferry
to become grounded this year.
On July 28, the ferry Taku ran
aground near Prince Rupert
None of its 297 passengers or
45 erewmen were hurt seriously,
but the sustained serious
dﬂm.m-' | T W 2 ¥ J

FERRY REFLOATED
AFTER GROUNDING

KODIAK (AP) — Coast
Guard officials reported the
Alaska ferry Tustumena was
refloated and returned to
Kodiak City Dock early
today after running aground
just after midnight.

LLt. Dave Andrews,
information officer for the
Coast Guard, said a Coast
Guard inspection team Was
enroute from Anchorage O
begin an investigation of the
incident.

The Tustumena, carrying 3
passengers and a Z-man crew,
went aground on rocks just
after midnight less than a
mile from - her  berth in

Kodiak. No one was hurt.
The ferry became grounded
less than a half-hour after low
tide this morning. Andrews
said it was refloated with the
incoming tide and assisted by
a tug in returning to Kodiak.
Donald J. Oldow, skipper of
the Tustumena, told the
Kodiak Mirror the grounding
was caused by a failure infthe
electrical system which ecul
communications between the
bridge and the engine room
below decks. The lack of
communications caused the
vessel to veer toward the
beach just after departing
Kodiak, Oldow said. o




HIGH AND DRY IN KODIAK

scene as a Coast Guard helicopter hovered abové

i\

When the state ferry Tustumena ran aground

near Kodiak Tuesday, Kodiak photographer Rog- the area. The ferry, which suffered slight dams-

%Page was there, using car headlights as a spot-  age 10 a ballast tank and hull area, resumed 3

L RN L

ht to take this picture. The string of lights in normal schedule today. o
the. air is the result of a time eXposure of the < ; SC iy v i

i A Sigin
— Coast Guard offi-
agro und at Kodial s ioss s

& =5

il

., i 1 ol
Ustumena &

mena was refloated and returned to the
KODIAK (AP)—Coast Guard bridge and the engine room below| Kodiak city dock early Tuesday after
officials reported the Alaskaferry decks. The lack ‘o Finning aground just after midnight.

Mistumena was refloated and communications caused the]
turned to the Kodiak City Dock vessel to veer toward the beagh

ly today after running aground just after departing Kudia!t':‘_',.'

jlist after midnight. Oldow said. tiige
Lt. Dave Andrews, information The Tustumena, which ha-s\-:ﬂ"
officer for the Coast Guard, said a capacity for 50 cars and 250
Toast Guard inspection team was Passengers was enroute to Hoers

Lt. Dave Andrews, information
ficer for the Coast Guard, said a Co
Guard inspection team was en rou
from Anchorage to begin an investigas i
tion of the incident. 2

The Tustumena, carrying 35 passens

&iteering engine.
M AUV iao

munications between the bridge and
the engine room below decks. The lack

of communications caused the vessel to
veer toward the beach just after depart-
_ing Kodiak, Oldow said.

3 hdrgoi g
‘.‘_-_I_Jnspection

il
WUNEAU (AP) — The Stafé
Public Works Department said
Tuescday it is still assessing
damage to the Alaska ferry Tus-
fumena, which ran agrouﬂl
early Tuesday near Kodiak. __

A department spokesman sait
the department and the Coast
(Guard will cooperate in del,e{;
‘mining whether the damage _
minor enough to enable the ves-
sel to continue to operate until
'its regular annual overhaul. It
isaid it was hoped a decisign
‘eomld be reached by Wednesday.

" The department is fo deter-
‘mine at that time how it will
gontinue to serve the Kodiak ¢
area. The Tustumena normally
_is the only state ferry running
between Kodiak and othér
points. 4

Public Works Commissio 1
Harold D./Strandberg said Joel®
Rockstead, port engineer of the

ine highway, flew to Kodiak
mday from Seattle to survey™
the situation. He had been in
Seattle with the Alaska ferry !
Malaspina, which is undergoing
annual overhaul.

Strandberg said the Tustumé=*
pa ran aground as a result 'of !
mechanical failures which inea-
pacitated the main engines and

= cavd §ak)

¥ Guard Frees Grounded Ferry Tustumena i,

The Tustumena, which has a capacity
for 50 cars and 250 passengers, was

en route to Homer at the time of the
mishap. Its passengers were evacuated
by-the Coast Guard cutter Citrus.

enroute from Anchorage to begin
@an investigation of the incident,

The Tustumena, carrying 33
ipassengers and a 25-man crew,
sent aground on rocks just after
Midnight less than a mile from her
Berth in Kodiak. No one was hurt.

Andrews said a preliminary
Wspection indicates the vessel
ilistained damage to its forward
Speak”’ tanks and to its forward
lbuble-bottom area.

& The mishap occurred less lhg:

aif-hour after low tide
jorning. Andrews said it Was
fiéfioated with the incoming tide

Mustumena, told the Kodiak
Wirror the grounding was caused
,5}- a failure in the electrigal
Wystem which cid
@ommunications between the

at the time of the mishap. Jis
passengers were evacuated by the!l
Coast Guard Cutter Citrus. Saa

The ferry also carried seyemy
autos and two vans.

It was the second Alaskan fi I
to become grounded this year.
July 28, the ferry Taku
aground near Prince Ruperk
None of its 297 passengers o8|
crewmen were hurt Seriausly,@‘

Jhe vessel sustained serif I
wamssd, 7, L ALAT

gers and a 25-man crew, went aground
on rocks just after midnight less than &8
mile from her berth in Kodiak. N&
one was hurt,
Andrews said a preliminary inspeés
tion indicates the vessel sustained dam=
age to its forward “peak™ tanks and ta&
its forward double-bottom area, B
. The mishap occurred less than &8
half-hour after low tide this mornings
Andrews said it was refloated with th
incoming tide and assisted by a tug
returning to Kodiak.

Tustumena, told the Kodiak Mirr
ﬁ_gmundg was caused by a failure jif

.

South For Repairs

JUNEAU (AP)—The Alaska
ferry Tustumena is en route to
Seattle for drydocking and per-
'manent repairs, the State Pub-
lic Works Department reported
“Monday.

The Tustumena ran aground
last week at Kodiak in a mis-
hap the department said was
caused by electrical failure of
the steering gear. No one was
injured in the accident.

- Temporary repairs were made
afloat at Kodiak after the six-
‘hour grounding, and service was
‘restored for one voyage to re-

" "Heve a chklog of traffic caused

that “further consultations be-
tween U.S. Coast Guard inspee-
tors and Division of Marine
Transportation officials led to
agreement that waiting for the!
vessels's normal drydocking #n
Februa_xrgs rnfighl entail unneges-
sary risks of reopening the
tured plates.” e EI“J
The public works depart
said the Tustumena would |
rive in Seattle Thursday, &8
“informal bids will be invite
effect repairs with the least de-
lay.” N}
The department hopes to re
store service about Noy. 10,




esman for the State Pu
gks Department said final
aits are being made on
jate ferry Tustumena and
| vessel will resume her reguife.
| rups at midnight Wednesday.§
The vessel ran aground né

diak Tuesday, causing sli

age to a forward ball
tank and a double-bottom hi

area. @
e department spokesmaiy,
| said the ferry will be runni
twa days late on its regulz'
schgdule when it resumes sem’
iegybut should be back on schefls
&l by next week. T
Hhe Tustumena normally {8
the only state ferry running :
" tween Kodiak Island and othéf,
| Southcentral Alaska points. |g,-;?

Public Works Commission
' Id D. Strandberg said Jag

Rockstead, port engineer of L?}'

marine highway, few to Kodiak |

| Tuesday from Seattle to survey

the situation. He had been in |
Seattle with the Alaska I -
Malaspina, which is undergoin

. anpual overhaul. !
‘;ﬁandberg said the Tustume
na ran aground as a result off
mechanical failures which inca=
agisted the main engines andy

Jus vesd shiue

{ Airport Meeting

' ' Commissioner of Works Harold
‘Strandberg, director of the
division of aviation Harry Wake-
field and ferry system traffic
manager Capt. Red Lockert
are scheduled to appear at
.} a special noon meeting at the
ks Club Thursday. Wakefield
ill speak on the airport pro-
] grantin the state and on the pro-
| jected impdft of the Ketchikan
|'r-f airport. The, public i§ invited
" 1o attend.

" The three men will meet
‘with city officials and with others
on the ferry system scheduling
| for next year.

| Tustumena Returns

& JUNEAU (AP) — The State
| Public Works Department said
today the Alaska ferry Tustu-
|| mena has returned to her regu-
"l lar Seward to Kodiak run.
) The vessel arrived in Seward
s Sunday after repairs in a Seat-
~ ltle shipyard, and is resuming
her Kodiak run today. The ves-
sel had gone to Seattle for work
after sustaining damage to her
hull when she ran aground at
Kodiak Oct. 20.

| area.

" On Run ‘?,:

| ANCHORAGE (AP) - '&
1 spokesman for the State jo:
¢ Works Department said :

4 repairs have been made on

4 state ferry Tustumena and

| vessel would resume her w'ﬂ
Jar runs at midnight Wedn 4

| The vessel ran aground near !

| Kodiak Tuesday, causing Slign

| damage to a forward balla

tank and a double-bottom hul

P
spokesman .

The department

. said the ferry will be running

two days late on its regular,
schedule when it resumes sefvsy
jce, but should be back ony
schedule by next week. LEW
The Tustumena normally is the.
only state ferry running between |
| Kodiak Island and other

Assembly
To Meet
Tonight

Tonight's agenda for the City-

Borough Assembl§ meeting in-
cludes the first rt of new
City-Borough Manager Ronald
Usher. /

Three resolutions, two ordin-
ances, and a public hearing are
also slated.

The resolutions: one endors-
ing the $21 million bond isgue
for expansion and renovation
of the Alaska Marine Highway,
one authorizing application to
the state for grant funds to as-
sist in establishing an alcohol-
ism rehabilitation program and
facility, and one setting new
rates for the municipal boat
harbors.

-

. Miller Urges
Campaign For
Ferry Bonds

State House of Representa-
tives nominee Mike Miller urged
today that southeast Alaskans
write to friends, relatives, busi-
ness associates and organiza-
tions in the more northerly por-
tions of the state, urging passage
of $21 million in ferry bonds
which will be on the ballot for
voter approval Nov. 3.

The ferry bond proposal,

Miller noted, is one of eleven
separate bond propositions.
They total more than $146 mil-
lion.

The Democratic nominee said
he was hopeful the state ad-
ministration would — in the
very immediate future — issue
releases and background data
indicating where these monies
will be spent and why these pro-
jects are necessary. ‘‘Other-
wise,” said Miller, “with so
many proposals and so many
| millions of dollars at stake, I'm
afraid the public will reject
virtually the whole package of
| propositions. And if the whole
package goes, so will our
chances for ferry expansion,
sewer and water development,
and educational projects vital
to the well being of Juneau and
southeastern Alaska.”
| In particular the Juneau
| Democrat endorsed the ferry
expansion proposition. He hail-
ed the proposed addition of two
200-foot ‘‘Bartlett-class” ves-
sels to the panhandle fleet and
the lengthening of the ships
Malaspina, Matanuska, and
Taku as ‘‘progressive, exciting
developments which will be of
great value not only for visitors
but, more important, for those
of us who live in Alaska.”

In reference to his suggested
letter-writing campaign, Miller
urged that “when you com-
municate with friends and as-
sociates to the North, remind
them that the ferries are, for
our portion of the state, what
highways are elsewhere.”

%;’W?&
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| explained that the
route for the water pipe crosses

The eity council by a four-
three vote last night deferred
approval of the annexation of
five acres of land which is
the site of the proposed Habitat
West middle income housing
development.

George Anderson’s motion to
delay final action on the ordi-
nance also asked for determi-
nation of costs of extending
a water main to the area.

KPU Manager Elmer Titus
and City Manager Jim Eide
feasible

property that belongs to Jay
Coon.

Coon had planned immediate
development of his property
and preparation of the pipeline
route so the city would have
to pay only for the difference
between installing a 10-inch
pipe and installing the six-inch
pipe that would be adequate if
the annexation and housing
development was not con-
templated.

Councilmen were told, how-
ever, that Coon had given up the
plan for immediate develop-
ment and would instead develop
his property in stages over
a four-five year period.

George Michaud, represent-

¥ ing the Habitat West developers,
M said his group expected to com-
! plete negotiations with FHA

about Nov. 5, and he did not
know whether or not the delay
would jeopardize the financing
for the housing,

The council approved an
application for federal funds
for continuation of the Gate-
way Community Mental Health
Center progam, after some
complaint that communities
that are supposed to share the
costs were not doing so, and
comment that a staff of eight
persons seems excessive
for the number of patients —
469 — reported.

Harold Strandberg, Alaska
commissioner of public works, ac-
companied by Harry Wakefield,
director of aviation and H.E.
Lockert, director of the marine
highway, were introduced by

Council Delays Action

- On Annexation Plan

Rep. W.K. Boardman. Strand-
berg told councilmen he ex-
pects to start 'advertising
for bids for the next phase
of Ketchikan airport Nov. 12.

Copies of the books contain-
ing the audits of KPU and city
accounts were distributed.

The council also voted to
appropriate  $5,000 for the
fire department, needed be-
cause of the number of fires
and the rate of volunteer turn-
out.

Purchase of 40 poles, costing
$2,593 from Cascade Pole Co.,
and of telephone cable cost-
ing $1,380 from Pruzan Co. was
approved.

City Manager Eide displayed
preliminary drawings for the
new city warehouse to be built
beside the diesel generator
site on Tongass Avenue.

Titus reported that one of the
two 1904 vintage generators
at Beaver Falls had “‘given up
the ghost,” and that power
demands are averaging 800-1100
kilowatts heavier than last
year. The first of the new diesel
generators is expected fo be
ready for trial by the middle
of November.

Councilman Art Mill Ssug-
gested remodeling of the
council chambers and of the
former library area in the
KPU-city building be under-
taken on a piece-meal basis.
He asked for preparation of
cost figures.

Norma Green, a new council

member, suggested agenda
items be mention in radio
broadcasts in advance

of meetings so interested citi-
zens would know  what
issues would be discussed.

Mayor William Hamilton ap-
pointed Mrs. Green to repre-
sent the council on the har-
bor advisory board, and named
Clark Cochrane, Mike Woods,
Doug Torell, Dick Ortiz, Bill
Oliver and Phyllis Hulse to
the parks and recreation
board.

TUSTEMENA RUNNING
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JUNEAU »,— The state Public
Works Departmént said Monday the
Alaska ferry Tugtumena has returned
to her regular Seward to Kodiak run.

The vessel arrived in Seward Sun-
day after repairs in a Seattle shipyard,
and resumed her Kodiak run Monday.
The vessel had gone to Seaitle for
work after sustaining damage to her
hull when she ran aground at Kodiak
Oct. 20.
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KEITH

H. MILLER

STATE OF ALASKA

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

JUNEBAU

August 19, 1970

Mr. H. J. Lockert
133 Behrends Avenue
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Mr. Lockert:

This is a note to thank you for your

generous contribution to my gubernato-
rial campaign. I welcome your continued

interest and support.

Your generosity is sincerely and deeply

appreciated.
Best personal regards.

Sincerely yours,

e

r 4 r 4

Kgith H. Miller
’ Gavernor

NOVEMBER 14,
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You and Your Lady, Business Associates
and Friends
are cordially invited to attend

THE GREATER JUNEAU CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
ANNUAL MEETING AND BANQUET

honoring
Our New City Manager and City-Borough Assembly
and
Featuring our Keynote Speaker

Mr. FLOYD HYDE

Assistant Secretary, Housing and Urban Development
and Director of Model Cities . . . United States of
America, Washington D.C.

Saturday, November 21, 1970

Cocktails 6:30 p.m.

Dinner 7:30 p.m. Dancing until 1:00 a.m.
At
MIKES PLACE
R.S.V.P. $25.00 per couple
586-2201 Semi-Formal

Greater Juneau Chamber of Commerce
Annual Meeting & Banquet

JUNEAU
Today - Tomorrow

Saturday — November 21, 1970

MIKE’S PLACE

6:30 Cocktails 7:30 Dinner
Admission: $12.50

Greater Juneau Chamber of Commerce
Annual Meeting & Banquet

JUNEAU !
Today - Tomorrow {

Saturday — November 21, 1970

MIKE’S PLACE

6:30 Cocktails 7:30 Dinner ¥
Admission: $12.50 |




KEEP OUR HIGHWAY FLOWING!

Qur Alaska Marine Highway . . . it opens
our state to the whole world, It provides
the vital travel link between our isolated
cities in Southeast and Southcentral Alaska.
It opens up the magnilhiuent Inside Passage
to tens of thousands of Alaskan visitors
bringing their cars and campers to drive, fly.
and go by rail throughout our entire state
during their Alaskan vacations. Visitors who
spend dollars in virtually every Alaskan
community.

Today our ferry liners are operating at
full capacity, unable to meet peak demands
during our tourist season. Our Marine High-
way must keep pace! The proposed Marine
Highway Bond Issue granting $21 million
over a four-year period should be a priority

e —————————— I— =

item on your November 3rd ballot. It will
prm'ride the needed funds to commission
two new Bartlett class vessels with docking
facilities to connect smaller communities
not now receiving service with the main line.
They will also relieve the backlog of peak
scason passenger delay at the critical main-
line segments. The Alaska Marine Highway
Bond also provides for urgent lengthening of
our three Malaspina class vessels and past-
due renovations. Car deck capacity will be
expanded by 20%.

These improvements will return an addi-
tional half million dollars per ship in
revenues each year, with the entire $21 mil-
lion recovered from revenues in nine years.

Keep our Marine Highway flowing,

VOTE YES ON

PROPOSITION 10

Ferry Bond lssue/

“NOV.3

Alaska State

Highway

N

Paid for by friends of the Marine Highway Committee, Phil Zarro, Chairmats |

. "KEEP OUR HIGHWAY FLOWING"

Alaska Marine Highway......

4 col. x 14" ad

Anchorage Times

Anchorage News

Great Lander

FAIRBANKS News Miner

Tundra Times

Kodiak Mirror

Valdez Copper Basin News

Cordova Times

Nome Nugget

Palmer Frontiersman

Kenai Cheechako News

Kenai Cook Inlet Courier

Engstrom Plugs For |

State Sen. Elton Engstrom,
R-Juneau, said today that he

| fully supports the resolution of

the Alaska National Guard Of-

| ficers Association’'s Southeast

Chapter for the expenditure of
funds to build a new armory
outside the eivic center complex.

“I intend to ask for funding

| for this project in the coming

budget year,” Engstrom said.
“If a new armory can be built

| outside the civic center area,

then the existing armory can be
used for community needs; it
can serve as the nucleus for a
civic center development.”

Engstrom, seeking reelection
to the Senate, also put in a plug
for the ferry bond issue to come
before state voters next month.

“The ferry bond issue is very
important for the people of our
area,” Engstrom said.

“If it is approved by the vot-
ers we will have the funding
to construct two Bartlett class
ferries for Southeastern Alaska,
plus we will be able to lengthen
the Matanuska, Taku and Mal-
aspina to provide more state-
room and car space. In addi-
tion we will be able to improve
docking facilities in many of
our Southeastern communities,”
Engstrom added.

Armory, Ferry Bonds

“Two years ago the ferry
bond issue was not approved by
the voters,” Engstrom explain-
ed, “‘and we have been unable
to get general funding approval
for the construction of new
ferries.”

“The two new Bartlett class
ferries will be used to provide
service to the many communi-
ties presently without service,
including Metlakatla, Craig,
Klawock, Kake, Angoon, and
improved service to Hoonah,”
Engstrom said.

“This will really give us a
complete transportation system
in Southeastern Alaska,” Engs-
trom concluded.




gratulate the Friends of the Marine Highway Committee, Phil
Zarro, Chairman, for a very impressive bit of campaigning on
behalf of the ferry bond proposition to be voted on next week.
It has appeared in newspapers around the state and includes
a photo of one of our ferries moving through a narrow passage
and a white center line such as is seen on a regular highway
and a highway sign, Alaska State Highway No. 1, imposed on
the photo to drive home the point that the ferry system is
indeed part of our highway system and should be improved
as such. “Keep Our Highway Flowing!” is the ad’s message.
"“Our Alaska Marine Highway . it opens our state to the
whole world."

L W wakk i

Conferring - with Wrangell City Mgr,
Kester Dotts, right, about state plan
to expand ferries are, from left,

Harry Wakefleld, state director of

Marine Highway

WHEREAS the Alaska State Marine Highway System is the
only interconnecting transportation system in Southeastern
Alaska, and

WHEREAS the smaller communities of Southeast Alaska are
not presently served by adequate surface transportation and

WHEREAS these smaller communities are growing in popula-
tion and have increasing needs for better communication and
transportation services, and

WHEREAS the demand for transportation of tourists through
Southeastern Alaska is increasing each year and cannot be
adequately served by present facilities and

WHEREAS thousands of Alaska visitors use the Marine High-
way System from Prince Rupert to Haines, Alaska en route to
such destinations as Western and Interior Alaska, and

WHEREAS the State of Alaska is loosing many tourist dollars
because of inadequate carrying capacily and is leading to un-
desireable reputation among the Alaskan travelers.

Now therefore be it resolved that the Greater Juneau
Chamber of Commerce does hereby endorse the proposed
Marine Highway bond issue in the amount of $21,000,000
(twenty-one million) for the purpose of:

(1) Construction of two (2) Bartlett Class 220-foot ships to
serve the smaller communities of Southeastern Alaska (capacity
- 191 plus 49 vehicles).

(2) Lengthening of the three Blue ships (Taku, Malispina,
Matanuska) to 408 feet which will increase their capacity to
300 berths with bath facilities plus a 21 percent increase in
the car deck.

(3) Building dock facilities at Metlakatla, Hoonah, Angoon
and Gustavus and other needed locations for the two Bartlett
Class ships.

Adopted this 7th day of October, 1970 by the Greater Juneau
Chamber of Commerce.

William H. James

(Continued on Page Four) Prasident

The plan to expand Alaska’s state ferries includes
additlon of a second funnel, for eye-appeal only, The
funnel actually will be a bar where patrons can sit and
get a gull’s-eye view of majestic Alaska while they
suck up the brew, Harold D, Strandberg, commissioner
of public works for the state, 1s thinking over a sug-
gestion by a Wrangell resident that a special drink be
devised and served in a funnel-like glass to add class
to the high place, The menu could read something like
this: ““Have a refreshing ‘Funnel on the Rocks’ — guar-

anteed to blow smeake out your ears and wet your
whistle,’’

aviation, Commissioner of Public
Works Harry Strandberg, and Marine
Transportation Director H, J, Lockert,

>




FAC TS you should know about PROPOSITION 10

I;?zat improvements will be made to the Alaska Marine Highway System if
Proposition 10 is approved by the voters on November 37

Pasgage_of Propogition 10 will provide for the issuance of general
0b11gat1on bonds in the amount of $21 million which funds will be
utilized to:

(1) Lengthen the MALASPINA, MATANUSKA and TAKU by
56 feet, thereby increasing vehicle space by
20 percent and stateroom accommodations by
200 percent. Public spaces and crew guarters

: t
Urges Bond Suppor | would 3150 be expanded and refurbished. In-
creased revenues from this expansion are
JUNEAU (AP)—State H :
A dec projected at $514,000 per vessel during the

of Representatives nominee
Mike Miller urged last week
that Southeast Alaskans-write to

June-September season.

friends, f?a“"esr_bufiinesﬁ _— (2) Construction of two BARTLETT-class vessels,
?:ll?frf :oithg;{gyanpli?tig:: ofithe approximately 235 feet long, to serve communi-
state, urging passage of $21 t1_es including: Gustavus, Juneau, Haines,
million in ferry bonds which will Sitka and Angoon; Metlakatla, Hollis, Ketchi-
be on the ballot for voter ap- kan and Prince Rupert.
proval Nov. 3.

The f b 1 g

LSk ey s (3) Construction of docking facilities at those

Miller noted, is one of eleven
separate bond propositions that
total more than $146 million. In
particular, the Juneau Democrat|
endorsed the ferry expansion|
proposition. -

communities where new service is implemented.




WHY You Should Vote "YES" On PROPOS 'TION 10

Lengthening of the three MALASPINA-class vessels

-

will bring $514,000 additional revenue to each ship during the June-
September season by providing 20 percent more vehicle space and 200
percent more stateroom space. These ships carry capacity loads during
the summer seasons; therefore, an increase in available space means an
increase in revenues.

This method of increasing capacity is preferable to building another
ship since new construction would require three years. Operating
expenses for a new ship would be approximately $2 million per year,
whereas additional operating costs for the modified MALASPINA-class
vessels would be minimal

The increased revenue to the system from the proposed modification would
allow the expenditure for the modification to be recovered in only nine
years. Furthermore, the Southeastern portion of the Marine Highway will
operate at a profit approximately one year after the third vessel is
modified. Shipyard schedules now indicate that one vessel per year,
beginning in 1971, can be modified. It is hoped, however, that this
schedule may be compressed.

Consthuetion of two BARTLETT-class vessels

e - e

will further increase capacity and revenue from the mainline ships by
relieving traffic demands between Haines-Juneau and Ketchikan-Prince
Rupert: _In addition, it will be possible to provide service to isolated
communities such as Hoonah, Gustavus, Angoon, Metlakatla and Hollis, as
well as more frequent service to Sitka.




in Alaska vote

" Maritime Editor

Phil Spaulding, who désigned five of the seven Alaska
\ State ferries, has whippéd up a new set of drawings of what
')1_& thinks the Alaska fleet of the next few years will be like.
_ He doesn't know yet whether Alaska will provide the
. Money 2o expand the fleet, If it does, he doesn’t know wheth=
S 8r he wil} be commissioned to do the designing.
81 But Spaulding has been so close to the Alaska fleet in
- all its development that just the mere thought that ships
. are going to be built or enlarged is enough to send him to
the drawing board. \
Spaulding's newest plans were shown yesterday at a
Smeeting of Seattle waterfront men at the Rainier Club.
, Present were people from industries and unions directly
}'"g:rolved with building, erewing and maintaining the Alaska
et.

THE MEETING was arranged by Spaulding and E. Da-
vid Thomsen.of De Laval Turbine, Inc., to talk about what
£8eattle has at stake in Alaska’s state election November 3.
_.Qne thing the Alaskans will vote on is a $21 million bond
'%sue to begin expansion of the Southeastern Alaska ferry
fleet.
. This fleet has become well known to Seattle, which the
« derries visit regularly, either in their normal service or for
¢ repairs and overhaul. Two of the ships, the Wickersham
. and the Malaspina, were in Seattle today and another, the
£ Haku, will be here on her weekly visit tomorrow.
o If the bond issue is approved next month, Seattle can
gxpect more shipyard work and will be more certain that
Seattle will continue to be served by the Alaska vessels.

If the bond issue loses, Seattle will be adversely affects
i

; THE PROBLEM is that the traffic carried by the Alaska ‘
Uerries has developed too fast for the fleet to handle it.

“The system doesn’t have enough capacity in the sume-

mer to meet its requirements,” Spaulding said.

“In Haines, cars sometimes have to wait two or three |
-'I*_\'s to get aboard a ship.” |
{ Haines is the port at which the ferries, known to Alass
“Bns as a marine-highway system, link up with the highway

&j‘stem on land.

Spaulding, emphasizing that there’s no way of knowing |
fwhether his plans will ever be used, showed what he thinks
Jmight be the logical way to expand the capacity of the |
.Southeast Alaska fleet. ¥

The three American-built vessels in the Southeastern
" fleet — the Matanuska, Malaspina and Taku — would be
. Jjumboized by inserting 36-foot sections in each vessel.

“Then two smaller vessels. would be built for feeder service
to Sitka and smaller places.

That would make it possible for the bigger vessels to

provide daily service between ports on the “main line” —
Prince RupertsB..C., Ketchikan, Petersburg, Juneau, Skag-

“way and Haines.

““ THE JUMBOIZING of the three present vessels would
Bncrease their present stateroom capacity from 100 passen-
foers to 240. The staterooms also would be finer. _
I The staterooms in the present vessels might be de-
Sscribed as ‘“‘austere,” but in the rebuilt ships they would
-‘equal the standards set by the Wickersham, which is limitéd
§in the service it can offer because it was built in Norway and
ftherefore is prevented by the Jones Law from carrying pass
Fsengers or freight between United States ports.

¥ The jumboized vessels also would carry 154 cars; they
Show carry 50.

#  The vessels also would have several new features, One
Swould be an “eagle’s nest” atop a false funnel, where pas-
Usengers could take pictures of Alaska’s wonderful scenery.
¥ Other additions would be a solarium, a forward lounge,
fmore accommodations for eating and drinking, and a play-
‘room aft for children.

. “One of the problems is kids running wild,” Spaulding
| 8aid. “Parents can cram them in playrooms, go away and|
Morget them and they won't wreck the ship.”

THE PROPOSED feeder vessels would be strictly day
ats. Making short runs, they would have no overnight ags
ommodations. 4
' The November 3 election on which the expansion plansg
hinge is complicated by the fact that most Alaska voters)
_are in the Railbelt, including Anchorage and Fairbanks,
which the Southeast ferries do not serve. &;

| ._Southeast has the boats; the Railbelt has the ¥otes,.

Seattle has sfalqél‘f

‘ Page 2 Alaska, Ketchikan Daily News, Wednesday, October 28, 1970 ||

|
1
{

The Bond Issues

There are eleven bond issues before state voters Nov. 3 and all
candidates for public office in this area advocate support of the bond
issues. An examination of the issues shows why.

Proposition one, $20,300,000 for school construction, is being eyed
by Metlakatla residents as a solution to completing their high school.
Funds appropriated in the last legislative session are not enough to
replace the building destroyed by fire.

Proposition two calls for $3 million for remote housing construc-
tion. Improving housing conditions in rural areas of the state is a
motherhood issue and unlikely to be vocally opposed. If it loses on
the ballot it will appear before the legislature for a direct appropri-

ation and meet no opposition.

Number three calls for $2.3 million for recreational facilities. What
area of Alaska does not need these, including Ketchikan?

Number four asks for $29.2 million for highway construction and
number eight calls for $5.5 for highway maintenance facilities. The
Ketchikan area participates in the highway propgrams. The bond
monies are needed to match federal aid funds. If we want highways

we vote yes.

Bond proposition five calls for $8.6 million for construction of
health, welfare and correctional facilities in the state. With the need
in Ketchikan and Southeastern Alaska for more adequate juvenile
detention facilities, Ketchikan voters should ballot yes.

Proposition six will raise $5.6 for medical facilities. Actually it |1

raises the state’s share of matching funds for the Hill-Burton pro-
gram of hospital construction. Ketchikan has shared generously in

this for the benefit of towns that want hospitals like ours.
Number seven authorizes $11 million for water and sewer system
construction. It is not much money considering the need in the state

but it is a start.

Number nine raised $10 million as the state’s share for the airport
construction program. This money is matched by federal funds.
Ketchikan airport money as been approved for the major stage of
construction but is not yet complete. Airport improvements also are
needed at Wrangell, Petersburg and Sitka to improve service to
Ketchikan. An airport is planned for the west coast. These bonds

should be approved.

Number ten is the $21 million bond request for improvements to
the ferry system. Regardless of a voter’s view on the Wickersham or
plans for expanding the system, all agree that the ferry system must
expand. The only way it can be accomplished is with money. Vote

yes.

The final bonding issue asks $29.7 million for construction for the
University of Alaska. If we want to double the size of Ketchikan
Community College at an estimated cost of $750,000, we vote yes.

With the state’s credit, thanks to oil revenues, with its.need for
facilities and programs in all areas, it is hard to find one reason to
oppose any of the bond issues. Many reasons, all needs, dictate

support for the bonds.

Public Works

Rep. Boardman says the legis-+
lature should give the governor
authority to ftry running the
state ferry Wickersham between
Alaskan ports. The vessel is
banned from running between
U.S. ports because of the Jones
Act. Boardman sees little
chanece of amending the aet.

But he says. the ship belongs
to Alaska and *'I don’t know
what the federal government
could do about it if we ran our
own ship within our own bound-
aries.”’

LMW, Jr.

He also is a 100 per cent
supporter” of plans for expand-
ing the ferry system and urges
support for the ferry bond issue.

“The system needs more
ships. and off-season ship uses
can be developed.™ he says.

He believes that a fast ferry
is the immediate solution to
access to the Gravina airport
site.

He sees the need for another
boat moorage basin at Ketchikan
and advocates construction of
the Schoenbar highway and ex-

|
this program in the past and we believe Ketchikan should support |

- Public Works

i, The two Democrats favor

- expansion of the ferry system
but not particularly along the
lines advocated by the state ad-
ministration,

Whittaker said he favors the

_ two smaller ships planned for

~ extending service to other com-

* munities in Southeastern Alaska
but instead of spending money
to lengthen the three blue ships
he believes one or two more
ships should be constructed.

He said that he favors a
change to the Jones Act to allow
the shipment of natural gas
from Alaska to other American
ports in special foreign-built
carriers but he is not optimistic
about obtaining any waiver of
the act for the ferry Wicker-
sham. If the state would not take
too great a loss he believes the
Wickersham should be sold.

Peratrovich also advocates

selling the Wickersham and
putting the money toward an
American built ship. But he does
not believe the proposed two
smaller ships are the answer for |
Southeastern Alaska. He advo-
cates construction of two large
ships, instead of the lengthening
project.

Both men favor special fares
for cultural or educational or |
other groups traveling on the
ferry system.

Whittaker also suggests that
a shuttle ferry be operated be-
tween Prince Rupert and Ketchi-
kan and that all the maintenance
work on the ships be done in
Alaska in the off season.

Both recognize the need for
access to Gravina Island—Whit-
taker favoring a cost study
toward an eventual bridge or
tube as more valuable in devel-
oping the adjacent land around
the airport. Peratrovich said
that the ferry will probably be
the most feasible start but advo-
cates that local legislators
encourage a legislative commit-
tee to introduce legislation for
the eventual permanent cross-
ing. Such committee measures
usually have better support, he
said. |
Both men stand for expanding
harbor facilities in the area.

tension of the Harriet Hunt Lake
road to George Inlet and Beaver
Falls to create a full loop.

Fader was the leader in es-
tablishing the sea education
program in the school district,

and though he supports the ex-
pansion plans for the ferry sys-
tem. he had additional recom-
mendations. He believes the

state should plan for a large
ferry to run to the westward,
and he believes the state should
go beyond the recommendation
of doing the ship maintenance
in Alaska and establish a mari-
time academy

in Ketchikan.
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Re-built Ferry May Be
Ready For Next Season

The ferry system could have
its first lengthened blue ship on
the run in May, Capt. Red Lock-
ert, traffic manager for the
ferry system, said in Ketchikan,
according to a report in the
Ketchikan Daily News.

Lockert was quoted as saying
that the shipyvard which built
the ships. and which provided
a record 10-day repair to the
Taku this summer after it hit
the rocks, has assured the state
that it can lengthen one ship in
time for next summer's traffic.
This is provided the shipyard
has the ship and the plans by
January 1.

Lockert told his audience in
Ketchikar, that this is not a
problem because the designer
of the ships, Phil Spaulding, al-
ready has completed a lot of
work on the plans for revamp-
ing the ships.

The passage of $21 million
ferry bond issue on Nov. 3, pro-
vided the funds for lengthening

now on the vessels.

One promanade deck will be
eliminated and the cabins ex-
tended to the outside skin of the
ship. The top deck, now an open
sun deck, will have a solarium,
cafeteria and cocktail lounge
added. Ome room will be con-
verted to a childrens playroom
with play equipment. An eleva-
tor will be added te the ship.
In general the ships will be re-
furnished and made more lux-
urious, according to the traffic
manager.

Lengthening  ferries  has
proven successful in Lritish Col-
umbia and with the state’s ferry
Tustumena, Lockert was quoted.
The ships actually gain speed
with the extra length.

He was quoted by the Ketchi-
kan paper as stating that length-

ening the three ships is more
economical than using the
funds to build a fourth ship, The
fourth ship would require $2
million more a year for opera-
ting funds but the longer ships
require only the addition of sev-
eral men to the steward’s de-
partment on each ship. The cost
of the lengthening job will be
amortized in nine years of op-
eration.

The smaller ships, about 225
feet, will not have passenger
cabins because they will operate
on shorter runs. One, for ex-
ample, will operate between
Ketchikan, Annette, Prince of
Wales Island and Prince Rupert.
The other will go from Juneau
to Sitka and Petersburg with
stops at Hoonah, Angoon and
Kake. Where they parallel the
big ships on the Prince Rupert-
Ketchikan and the Juneau-
Petersburg runs, they will ad
additional capacity to the trunk
system, Lockert pointed out.

LE S R ¥ |

Sen. Ted Stevens, running for re-election, has issued a state-
ment on the Alaska state ferry system. “'I have introduced leg-
islation to grant a waiver to the MV Wickersham as an immed-
late solution to the problem (for additional ferries),”" Stevens
said.. He said he has also proposed tax-deferred construction
funds for future ferries and has introduced legislation to haye the
ferry system made eligible for federal aid highway funds or
for mass urban transportation funds.

PE e g

The Greater Ketchikan Chamber of Commerce’s board of
directors is coming to Juneau Saturday — or rather, passing
through here Saturday. The board is holding its annual
planning session aboard the state ferry Matanuska and will
arrive here at midnight. In a note to the local chamber, the
general manager of the Ketchikan group wrote: ‘I am sure
that you and your directors would not want to. meet us at
that time so we will be back through Saturday at approxi-
mately 5:30 p.m. with a 6:45 p.m. departure. We would ap-
preciate an opportunity to meet with representatives of your
Chamber of Commerce.” We're not so sure midnight would
be inconvenient for local chamber members to get together
with their Ketchikan counterparts. The Juneau Chamber is
holding its annual banquet Saturday and they could all go
down and meet the boat afterwards. And legislative chairmen
of other chambers around the state are in Juneau now to
work out a legislative program for next year. They could
go down to the boat too.

the Taku, the Matanuska and
the Malaspina by 56 feet at a
cost of $4.5 million each. It also
provides funds for two smaller
ships which will be used to serve
outlying communities in South-
eastern Alaska and to take some
of the between-port traific off
the existing run, if the new ad-
ministration uses the funds as
had been planned by the outgo-
ing Miller administration.
Lengthening the ferries is not
the only work which will be
done on the ships. The extension,
midship, will add 20 per cent
capacity to the car deck space
and the entire remodeling of
each ship will add 200 per cent
to the cabin capacity, Lockers
said. And all the cabins will be
deluxe with showers and not the
black boxes used as staterooms

Ferry Accident

Vehicle service to Hoonah will
be suspended for one or two
trips due to a mishap which oc-
curred Sunday, the Department
of Public Works has announced.

A malfunction of engine con-
trols caused the M-V Chilkat to
damage a corner of the dock at
Hoonah. The damage is not
serious but it will prevent the
lnading or unloading of the ve-
hicles until repaired, the de-
partment said.

The Department of Public
Works is dispatching a man
from the Division of Water and

larbors to assess the damage
initiate repairs. Foot pas-
nger service will continue un-
lerrupted.

Marine Highway is Healthy, UA Economist Reports

Special to The Daily News

COLLEGE — Alaska’'s Marine
Highway System turned in “a very
healthy operating record” during its
first six fiscal years despite its failure
to meet public expectations as “a big
money-maker,” a University of Alaska
economist reponted Saturday in an ana-
Ivtical study.

Professor George W. Rogers said
the ferry system was still suffering
from this Jailure, which he attributed
to “grossly over-inflated” predictions
during the “initial promotional stage.”

“TO0 MANY Alaskens,” he add-
ed, “expected (the Marine Highway
System) to be self-sustaining in spite
of the fact that even private common
carriers require subsidies.”

Professor Rogers’ findings are put
forth in the October issue of the Re-
view of Business and Economic Condi-
tions published by the University's In-

MV Wickersham

The MV Wickersham is sched-
uled to come out of dry dock
Nov. 30 and begin her winter
schedule — calling at Seattle,
Vancouver, Prince Rupert, and
regular Southeastern Alaska
way ports.

Passengers on the Wickersham
will be able to take advantage

of the popular 20 per cent dis-
count offered during her winter

schedule, according to the De-
partment of Public Works. This
discount applies to passenger
fare, staterooms and vehicles
Nov. 30 through May 31.

stitute of Social, Economic and Gov-
ernment Research.

"Because the Marine Highway Sys-
tem and the Alaska Railroad represent
modes customanily provided by private
enterprise in the United States,” Rogers

wrote, “their performance too ofien
is evaluated only by the extent to

SOCIETY OF PORT ENGINEERS OF PUGET SOUND

|

When:
|

Time:

| Where:
|

which costs are covered by revenues,
rather than in terms of meeting public
needs,

“OF ALL THE maodes of mass
public transportation in Alaska, they
are the only ones subjected to this
type of business enterprise accounting
and evaluation .

NOVEMBER MEETING
Thursday, November 12, 1970
Social 6 p.m, - Dinner 7:30 p.m.
Aboard MV Wickersham at Pier 48

PROGRAM: To be presented by Captain H, J. Lockert,
Will feature a short film "Good Morning,

Alaska,"

| This is "Wickersham'' night, An exceptional dinner and
program -- it will be a thoroughly enjoyable evening,

Please return reservation card Promptly.

REMEMBER - Thursday - November 12 - Pier 48,
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WICKERSHAM TURNS BLUE

SEATTLE — The graceful
Alaska State ferry, Wickersham,
the only unit of the Alaska fer-
ries to have a white painted hull
and superstructure, has lost that
distinction. Last week while re-
pairing at Pier 48 in Seattle,
the hull was painted the tradi-
tional blue.

The vessel, however, is still
the only unit to be registered
under a foreign flag (Panama),
and a foreign-built vessel can-
not qualify for American regis-
try. The Wickersham as most
know by now was built at Lange-
sund, Norway in 1967 and is
the former Stena Britannica.
While built in Norway, and ini-
tially operated under the Swed-
ish flag, the vessel is now owned
by the State of Alaska but re-
tains the Panamanian registry

navia two years ago. But the
now, like the

rest of the Alaska fleet, Still handsome, in either ¢

brought her from Scandi

J joining Pier 48, i {
A, A 1 Wickersham’s hull is being painted blue

ska Ferry fleet. The MV
t white ship since Alaska

THE NEW VIEW IS
aboard the queen of the Ala
Wickersham has been a grea
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FAST, COMFORTABLE ALASKA FERRIES have now eliminated more than 600 wmiles of driving for
motorists en route to Alaska. This vessel and two identical sister ships provide a new and different route
(which Alaskans call their “Marine Highway”) to the 49th State ipplementing the fabled Alaska Highway.
With cars parked below deck, motorists relax in lounges and on observation decks and study a contrasting pan-
orama of sparkling glaciers, forested fjords, and storied gold rush towns.
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B The night-lit skyline of
"Coattle, erractic as current
‘tconomic indicator graphs of
the Puget Sound area, faded
into the dusk over the fantail
L allowing the first moment of
concentrated thought in the
past four hours. :

" The trip, this first trip North
on the Alaska Marine Highway
System, had actually started
early in the afternoon with
check-in at the ticket counter.
Sailing day was accompanied
by everything that one expects
‘of a departure by sea — with
‘the exception of bon voyage
parties. True, there were
proups of well *wishers
scattered all over the dock —
but nary a champagne bottle
nor paper streamer could be
'seen.

Our vessel was M. V. Taku,
one of three in the class
boasting a 352-foot-length, 100
berths, 500 passengers spaces
'and room for 100 automobiles.
'Taku, and her sister ships
'Matanuska and Malaspina, are
not to be confused with ferries
in the sense of the San
| Francisco or Puget Sound
ferries and their 30-minute
voyages. They are, in every
sense of the word, highways.
And one can “drive” the
Marine Highway from Seattle
north as far as Skagway,
pausing , along the way at
Prince Rupert, Kettchikan,
Wrangell, Petersburg, Sitka,
Juneau and Haines. Taku is
not only a highway, but a
commercial highway — as
witness the loading of
nineteen huge vans full of
goods, plus a huge mobile
home destined to become
one-half of what may well
rank as one of the largest
mobile homes in the state of
Alaska.

Once the commercial
carriers were aboard ° and
chained to the deck, the
automobiles filed aboard in

the order of offloading, The
passengers lined the rails
waving to friends and relatives
on the pier. Lines were singled
up, then hauled aboard as the
ship’s horn snorted departure
signals. The Seattle skyline
began to recede, (finally
disappearing completely as
Taku took the bone in. her
teeth and headed North.

The first order of business
seemed to be one of
orientation — getting to know
where things were and which
direction was forward. Half of
this proved to be a lost battle,

as I never did reach the point

where [ could tell which
direction we were going
without seeking a nearby
porthole to check.

The serving facilities aboard
the three “Blue Canoes” — as
the sister ships are called —are
excellent. For walk-aboard

passengers the craft offers

coin-operated lockers for
baggage stowage, and
airline-type reclining chairs for
rest.

Cabin spaces, which must be
reserved in advance, range
from deluxe {wo-bunk
staterooms with full bath
facilities, to semi-deluxe
two-and four-bunk cabins
without shower, to standard

accommodations for sleeping

quarters alone. They: are
comfortable, weather-tight,
and quite sufficient for
voyages much longer than
Seattle to Skagway.

After dumping my baggage
in a cabin, I took the grand
tour. And I found that for a
ship only 352-feei-long, Taku
had an amazing range of
offerings. A large and spacious
lounge spanned the vessel up
forward above the passenger
deck, offering passengers a full
view of where the ship was
going. A second lounge,
smaller but tastefully
appointed, looked aft over the
fantail so passengers could see
where they had been.

Taku Offers Voyage
omfort, Great Scenery

The craft also includes a
snack shop with very
reasonable prices, a gift and
magazine counfer, and a
delightfully comfortable
dining room and bar. After
spending some happy hours
atop a Taku barstool, and
eating in both food service
areas, I can cheerfully report
that food and drink are
excellent, served efficiently
with a smile, and reasonably
priced by Alaskan standards.

The services aboard Taku,
however, are merely frosting
on the cake. The real charm of
the Marine Highway is the
passing scenery. After some
months of paddling about
both the Atlantic and the
Pacific aboard the lovely U.S.
Navy cruiseship U.S.S.
WISCONSIN many years ago,
I had concluded that -sea
voyages consisted of long
stretches of visual boredom,
punctuated by vast
excitement when land finally
chugged over the horizon.
‘Tain’t so on the Marine
Highway!

The only time one is out of
sight of land during the entire
passage is during one of the

periodic fogs that blanket the

route. The rest of the time one
can recline and® watch a
panorama, ever changing, as
the vessel negotiates the Inside
Passage. In some respects, it is
almost an “onland passage,”
for the craft at times is
negotiating very confined
straits. The Wrangell Narrows,
for instance, requires some 31
course changes in 20 miles.
Negotiating these in the
middle of the night is worth
staying up for.

There are other obvious
delights included free on the
trip over the Marine Highway.
Taku stopped at all the usual
communities, generally with
enough time for passengers to
go ashore for at least a short
time. '

Ferry Gripe

Mr. Harold Strandberg
Commissioner
Department of Public Works

Dear Mr. Strandberg:

I have enjoyed travelling the
Inside Passage on the ferries
a number of times and really
appreciated the service and gen-
eral efficiency of all Marine

| Highway employees. I especially

enjoyed “‘Good Morning, Alaska™
that I saw just recently.

But I do have a gripe!

My son who is 23 years old has
been confined to a wheelchair
for the past three years as the
result of a gymnastie accident.

| He is able to live a full and nor-
[mal life due both to' his own

energy and initiative and to a
number of agencies such as
the Office of Vocational Re-

| habilitation, which helped pay

for his education, the Manpower
Center, which helped him get a

| job, and the Bureau of Indian

Affairs which hired him. He

| drives a car (with handcontrols),

has his own apartment and is

able to go to work unaided due’

to the construction of the Federal
Building which is accessible to
wheelchairs.

But, he cannot travel on the
Marine Highway. He wanted to
take one of the Wickersham
cruises recently and tried to
purchase a ticket to make the

|round trip to Skagway and re-
| turn. Although there apparently

is a freight elevator aboard the

| ferry, it cannot be used by pas-
sengers, no matter what the

circumstances. Since the recent
ruling against passengers re-
maining on the car deck, he
cannot even get to Haines or
Sitka, much less enjoy the scen-
ery along the way.

It seems that some liberalization
of policy might be possible for
persons like my son. He and
other physically limited persons
must seek fulfillment through
their eyes and denial to them of
one of the loveliest trips in the
world is extremely frustrating.

It is Federal policy for all build-
ings to be accessible to physical-
ly handicapped individuals.
Should our widely advertised
and nationally known ferries not
also be usable by everyone?
Sincerely yours,

Margaret A. Bartoo

Box 847 - Juneau

cc: Southeast Alaska Empire

» Our
Readers
iWrite o Pt

| Reply

| Mrs. Margaret A. Bartoo
| Box 847
| Juneau

Dear Mrs. Bartoo:

Thank you so much for your
letter of October 28. We do have
|a problem on the three MALAS-
PINA type vessels in accommo-
dating individuals in wheel-
chairs because of the lack of
elevators on these three ships.

This is not the case on the
WICKERSHAM, as you know,
and we are attempting to find
out who made the mistake of re-
fusing your son passage on that
vessel.

This ship will be back in ser-
vice on the completion of its an-
nual overhaul in December, and
if you or the young man will con-
tact the Traffic Manager for
the Division of Marine Transpor-
tation, Mr. David Kellogg, he
will insure that a ticket will be
issued and the elevator will be
available for his use.

The lack of elevators on the
three MALASPINA type vessels
has always been a matter of con-
cern to us; and I feel certain
you will be interested to know
that the plans for the moderniza-
tion and upgrading of these
ships, as authorized by the
electorate in the election, call
for a passenger elevator on each
vessel.

Thank you for the kind

thoughts expressed in the open-
ling paragraph of your letter.
Sincerely,
Harold D. Strandberg
Commissioner
ce: Alaska Empire
















Captain H. L. Lockert is no stranger to these waters.
This is a man who went direct from school to the Navy Yards
to work his way to the top. When World War II broke out he
wenl with the troop ships until an eventual transfer brought
him to Juneau, Alaska.

l'hat was 1943, and with the end of the war, Red
Lockert went commercial towing . . . Deep Water. It would
take a book to cover this man’s career as a Master. He was just
that for 17 years. Today he is Director of Division of Marine
I'ransportation, State of Alaska. Captain Lockert was confirm-
ed by Walter Hickel in May 1968.

Born in Chicago,
(Bellingham).

U.S. Navy 1934-38 discharged honorably as 3rd
class P.O.

1938-40 — Salesman, Standard Oil Company.

1940-43 U.S. Navy Yards — Bremerton, Wash-
ington, Long Beach, California — Shipfitter
Instructor.

1943-46 Army Transport Service Mate and
Master Freight and Troop Carriers (East
Coast) (Aleutian Islands).

1946-50 U.S. Corps of Engineers Master,
Marine Superintendent, Juneau, Alaska.
1950-52 Mate Cableship ““Lenoir’ Alaska

Communication System.

1952-62 Master — Commercial Deep Sea Tows
Both Coasts — Alaska.
Marine Surveyor

ation — Seattle — Alaska.

1964-68 Marine Superintendent, Alaska Marine
Highway, Juneau.

1968 to present, Director,
Transportation, Juneau.

raised on Puget Sound

1962-64 U.S. Salvage Associ-

Division of Marine

Prior to confirmation Captain Lockert had been a part

of Alaska’s Phenomenal Marine Highway System. He has |

Captain H.L.‘Red’ Lockert

participated in an era of progress second to none. Since the
inauguration of service in January, 1963, a majestic fleet of
sleek. new Blue, White and Gold vessel’s have become part of
our highway system. Their beauty is emphasized by the
fantastic background of the inland waterways through which
they travel.

Let’s take a look at one of the newest additions to the
fleet, the M/V E. L. Bartlett. She’s sort of a “Pet” in the
Northern part of the state and her crew of congenial,
competent and courteous seamen add to her fine reputation.

From the very start, the Bartlett’s delivery trip was
unique. Jeffboat, Inc., built the Bartlett at a shipyard along
the Ohio River. A news release at the time had this to say:
“Gradually the Bartlett took form. Piece by piece, she grew

into the 193-foot-long and 53 foot-wide ship that, while she
was still high and dry in the Jeffboat shipyard, presented a
handsome profile reaching 56 feet into the air from her keel to
the top of her stack through which is emitted the exhaust
from her twin 1,700-horsepower engines.”

She was a long way from. Prince William Sound. It was
with keen interest that Captain Lockert followed her trip
home. She started by way of the Ohio river, then to the
Mississippi, the gulf*of Mexico, the Caribbean Sea, the Panama
Canal, and — finally — the Pacific Ocean. Quite a shakedown
cruise in itself. It was the kind of vessel we wanted.

Today her schedule takes her between the towns of
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Whittier, Valdez and Cordova, carrying passengers, auto-
mobiles. trucks and trailers. Except for the M/V E. L. Bartlett,
travelers either could not reach their destination or they would
be faced with many extra circuitous miles of hard traveling.
Her particular route offers visitors some of the most specta-
cular Alpine scenery in the world. One sees Whittier, nestled

= o ——
between glacier-clad mountains and sea: an awesome sightsee-
ing experience. It’s not usual to watch huge icebergs cascade
into the sea with a thundering, splashing grandeur. Or historic
Valdez which, situated in a magnificent fiord, offers fishing,

‘ design the new ferries for the Washington

\ for acquisition of new ferries during the next

| will make possible the building of four new

Alaska Adventureland is published by D & G
Publishing Co., 7800 DeBarr Rd., Suite 400.
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camping and beautiful scenery; and at Cordova, where chiel
exports are fish, and where the world’s best fishermen
around the world — become contented outdoorsmen,

' Spaulding To Design

Washington State Ferries
George H. Andrews, director of Washington
| State Highways, has named Philip F. Spauld-
ing & Associates, Seattle naval architects, to

State Ferry System.

Spaulding submitted a concept similar to
the four superferries presently in the fleet, but
has made provisions for expansion to handle
growing traffic problems. Seven firms were
originally in the running for the design con-
tract, but this was later reduced to three— y
two Seattle firms and one British Columbia
firm.

The legislature has approved the use of
three-eighths of one percent of gas tax money

six years, and it is hoped by the state that this

ferries costing about $8-million each. The for- |
mer superferries cost $3-million each, but ris-
ing costs have skyrocketed.

The basic criteria for the design features
of the new ferries were set by a committee of |
marine transportation experts.

others in the department, are extremely proud of directing. It
didn’t come easy. Slowly, we might say, the Alaskan public
has an expanding new highway system that is fast, comfort-
able. clean, attractive, serviceable. It has fast become the most
desirable means of surface transportation.
department
economic development of this state. Educating the public to
the great need for this service has not been too easy. Nor is it
easy to imagine the extensive
necessary to provide the finest and most efficient service to
passengers.
behind-the-scenes
Better” philosophy. From the moment the purser welcomes
ou aboard to the moment the passenger leaves the vessel,
service and comfort go hand-in-hand.

adequate
beautiful
maintenance and a highway patrol system second to none . ..
THE UNITED STATES COAST GUARD.

little, that make the difference.

from

This. then. is what Captain Lockert as well as all the

The men in this

have made an incalculable contribution to. the

and continual training

Everyone from deckhands to ticket agents lo
personnel have been oriented to a “Be

As our population increases, sO does our need for
intercity transportation. Marinewise, we have a
highway built by nature. Very little highway

[t is men such as Captain Lockert, of whom we hear very
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Recent grounding accidents involving two of Alaska’s ferries have revived I FERRY BOND ISSUE
some old jokes about the State’s Marine Highway System, when such mishaps PROPOSAL SUGGESTED
were sometimes pretty common. For example: What's blue and gold and crushes SEATTLE Voters are go
eke? (Ha! Ha!) And: aet A Yaslk: TS ol i TS £ go-
1_()1.'\5, (Ha! Ha!) And: .ln Soulh%a:.l‘ Alaska one \.\t the Coast Guard’s main duties ing to the polls in the State of
is to protect the coast from the ferries. (Ho! Ho!) Alaska this Tuesday to vote on a

$21 million bond issue for the
Alaska Marine Highway.

The maritime industry of Pu-
get Sound will be watching the
outcome of that bond issue. More
ferries for the Alaska ferry fleet
means better service for Alaska
and more generated business for
this area in ship design, ship re-
pairs, supply, dockage and busi-
ness in general.

Greatly interested in the fu-
ture of the Alaska ferry system,
Philip F. Spaulding & Associ-
ates of Seattle (naval architects)
have submitted an informal pro-
posal which is felt would answer
many of the existing problems of
the system in utilizing the mon-
ey in the most economical way,
providing the bond issue passes.

Jumboizing Plans

Spaulding recently made his
plan public in suggesting the
jumboizing of the three vessels
|'on the Southeastern Alaska run.
The Malaspina, Taku and Mata-
| nuska would be given new 56
foot mid-sections which would
increase the automobile capac-

ity of each to 154, 116 state-
rooms for 240 passengers, and
the overall passenger capacity
to 1058.

Also. two new smaller feeder
vessels could be built, Spaulding
suggests, one to serve Sitka,
Juneau, Wrangell and Peters-
burg to join the main route and

FERRY AGROUND — The state ferry Tustumena was back
in service again f ollowing shipyard repairs made necess.ary by
an accidental grounding at Kodiak. The vessel with 3'1
passengers aboard had just departed for Homer when it

. ¥ ended up in this embarrassing position. The midnight photo
a' _ taken with the aid of car headlights — is by Kodiak

= i phomgrapher Roger Page.

BOND ISSUE

Continued from page 6
the other would operate between
Prince Rupert and Ketchikan.
These craft would be 235 feet in
| length with a 57 foot beam and a
draft of 12.9 feet. They would
each carry 48 vehicles, have nc
staterooms but an overall capac-
ity for 250 persons.

This, Spaulding feels, would
solve the immediate problems o
the system. Further studies o
Spaulding’s plans will be made
by Alaska ferry authorities.
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR - CITY OF SEATTLE

WES UHLMAN MAYOR

November 27, 1970

Captain H. J. Lockert, Director
Division of Marine Transportation
Department of Publiec Works

State of Alaska

Poueh ™"R"™

Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Capt. Lockert:

As you well know, Seattle at the present time is in great need

of assistance in alleviating its economic problems. However,

the one bright Spot in our economy is our maritime industry. Its
important role is due to the strong leadership of the Port of
Seattle, and I believe that we must do all we can to help maintain
and develop the maritime activities in this region.

I, therefore, am asking for the reformation of the Mayor's Mari-
time Advisory Committee and would like to have you serve as a
member.

The next meeting of the group will be held on Thursday, December
10 at 2:30 p.m. in the Mayor's Conference Room, 1200 Muniecipal
Building.

I look forward to a favorable reply.

Sincerely, ;
Zv liﬂ? il’d}‘_ '---—ﬁ‘; ‘,,"-"‘.r..:_,_. .
Wes Uhlman
WU:p Mayor

RECEIVED

DET 4 1970

DIVISION OF
MARINE TRANSPORTATION
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FOR OUR LITTLE BUCCANEERS
YOUR OWN SPECIAL MENU

THE
MALASPINA

Soup of the Day
1/4 Lb. GROUND ROUND
French Fries
Fruit Jello

1.75

THE
MATANUSKA

Tomato Juice Cocktail
DEEP FRIED SHRIMP
Mashed Potatoes
Garden Fresh Vegetable
Ice Cream (Assorted flavors)

NEEEEEE *°° W

THE TAKU

Apple Juice
GOLDEN DRUMSTICK
Whipped Potatoes
Garden Fresh Vegetable
Applesauce

2.00

THE
WICKERSHAM

Soup of the Day
PAN FRIED
HALIBUT CHEEKS
Mashed or French Fried
Potatoes
Garden Fresh Vegetable
Ice Cream or Sherbet

2.90

MOUNTAIN

i SHEEP










LUNCHEON

All entrees served with potatoes,
fresh frozen vegetables, hot rolls
and butter, coffee or tea,

DEEP FRIED PRAWNS 3.50
SMOKED BLACK COD 3.50
CHOICE CUT LADIES'

STEAK

GROUND ROUND

STEAK

OPEN FACE HOT
TURKEY SANDWICH 3.00

HOT ROAST BEEF

SANDWICH.

SOUTHERN FRIED

CHICKEN

SHRIMP OMELET

with French Fries

Coffee .25

A NOTE FROM THE GOVERNOR . . . . ..

Dear Friend and Passenger: ny |
iti ivilege to extend to you.-my persona

gAgo%Ov\:;?;i?gsr:nfdﬁ:gi)kea'trzgtlsyinﬁpm)ygge through Alaska’s beautiful scenic
route will be a thrilling never-to-be-forgotten experience.

isi laska or a regular patron of the Alaska
}\rﬁugﬁﬂ:ee:-i\i/goﬁvfar\,ef :y\;ﬁ;:r?,r iiois;;hes- goal of tf?e officers and all our personnel
aboard the ship that you leave with the knowledge that every possible
courtesy has been extended in your behalf.
Much thought has been given to your comfort and pleasure. Our objective
is to make your voyage as pleasant as possible by providing good food
and service.
We trust that it will be our pleasure to have you aboard again in the

het
near future. f Vs “ :

Governor

Pan Fried
HALIBUT CHEEKS
Tartar sauce, lemon wedge,
French fries, cole slaw, hot luncheon
rolls and butter, coffee or tea.

3.75

A0 Fresh Grilled
FILLET of SALMON
Tartar sauce, lemon wedge,
32.50 whipped butter potatoes,

fresh frozen vegetable, hot luncheon
rolls and butter, coffee or tea.

4.00

%29
3.50 Dungeness
CRAB SALAD
Your choice of dressing, ship-made
275

hot rolls and butter, coffee or tea.

3.50

Minimu

PETERSBURG SHRIMP

wafessing, ship-fresh hot luncheon rolls
B B butter, coffee or tea.

Tea B8  3.25

F B &lncheon Service . . . 3.00
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SOUPS

BytheCup . . . .50 By the Bowl

Fresh Grilled
FILLET of HALIBUT

Tartar sauce, lemon wedge,
baked potato, fresh frozen vegetable,
hot dinner rolls and butter,
coffee or tea.

4.00

butter, coffee or tea.

FRESH ALASKAN
OYSTERS

Pan fried in butter

Fresh Grilled
FILLET of SALMON DEEP FRIED PRAWNS
Tartar sauce, lemon wedge, or SCALLOPS . :

baked potato, fresh frozen vegetable,
hot dinner rolls and butter, coffee or tea.

SIZZLING
4.00 NEW YORK STEAK

Q% RARE ROAST

BARON of BEEF

SIDE ORDERS

Potatoes .50 %{ﬁ\%ﬁ% '%i%UND

Tossed Green Salad .60
Vegetable .50
Sliced Tomatoes .60

KODIAK KING CRAB LOUIE

Fresh from Alaskan waters, a meal in itself!
Your choice of dressing, hot dinner rolls and butter,
coffee or tea.

4.00

Minimum Dinner Service ... 3.50

DINNER

All entrees served with baked or
French fried potatoes, fresh frozen
vegetable, hot dinner rolls and

3.75

3.50

6.50

5.00

3.50

HIGHWAY

49

ey,
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INAUGURAL ACTIVITIES
Calendar and tgnfotmaﬁon

GOVERNOR'S OPEN HOUSE

Governor's House
4:30 to 6:30 P.M.

Friday, January 8th

Open to the Public
INAUGURAL DINNER
Selected Dining Rooms
7:00 to 9:00 P.M.
Admission by ticket only (see reverse side)

INAUGURAL PARADE
Saturday, January 9th 10:00 A M.

INAUGURAL PAGEANT
High School Auditorium
12:00 Noon to 1:30 P.M.
and 3:00 to 4:30 P.M.

Friday, January 8th

Saturday, Janvary 9th

Open to the Public

INAUGURAL CEREMONY
High School Gymnasium, 2:00 P.M.
By Invitation Only
RECEPTION FOR OUT-OF-TOWN GUESTS
5:00 to 7:00 P.M.

Saturday, January 9th

Saturday, January 9th
By Invitation Only (see reverse side)

INAUGURAL BALL

Saturday, January 9th Selected Ba]l Rooms, 10:00 P.M,

Admission by ticket only (see reverse side)










The awesome Columbia Glacier and its. house-sized icebergs

make

the 193-foot ferry look like a foy.
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of objective studies of the comparable costs and
benefits of the several modes available and within the
framework of a truly integrated plan for total
transportation service to the citizens of the state.
Numerous transportation studies by and for federal
and state agencies have been made in the recent past,
but in all cases these are under the sponsorship of
agencies with built-in biases for particular modes of
transportation, generally pro-highway. Their findings
must be used with a clear recognition of these

distortions in objectivity. As the requirements for,
and technology of, mass public transportation change
over time, there is need for continuously reviewing
and evaluating the existing, proposed, and alternative
systems and’combinations available. Such studies and
comparative analysis would be more than merely
guides to planners or academic exercises. They could
provide a better understanding on the part of all
Alaskans of their transportation needs and the most
efficient and economic means of meeting them.

PROJECTED CONSTRUCTION AND IMPROVEMENTS

In the November 3, 1970 elections, Alaskan
voters passed 11 general obligation bonds totaling
$146.2 million, the greatest statewide expenditure
approved to date. Of these, Proposition 10, which
provides $21 million for the Alaska Marine Highway
System passed by the narrowest margin. The
proposition provides for lengthening the Matanuska,
Malaspina, and Taku by 56 feet from 352 feet to 408
feet. These vessels serve the Southeastern system,
along with the Wickersham and Chilkat, and have a
current capacity of 500 passengers and 128 standard
vehicles each. The cost is estimated at $4.5 million
for each vessel, but stateroom accommodations will
double. according to the Division of Marine
Highways, and thereby increase revenues, particularly
during the tourist season. Space for vehicles will also
be increased considerably and the ferries will be
generally more comfortable and luxurious. It will be
less expensive to lengthen the three Malaspina class
vessels than to buy a fourth for several reasons, not
least among which is the fact that in the next three
years the existing ships would need considerable
renovation anyway. The modifications will increase
the life expectancy of the ships another 20 years, and
operating expenses will be less than the estimated $2
million per year for a new ship, even though more
stewards will be added to the existing ferries. Finally,
the added cost is expected by the Division of Marine
Highways to be returned in about nine years and the
lengthening has already proven technologically sound
in such cases as the Tustumena and some British
Columbia ferries.

The proposition further provides for two
additional smaller vessels, each 225 feet in length,
which will increase shuttle service on the
Southeastern system. According to Captain Red
Lockert, traffic manager for the ferry system, one
will run between Prince of Wales Island, Ketchikan,

Annette, and Prince Rupert and include Metlakatla
and Hollis and the other will include Hoonah,
Gustavus, Angoon, and Kake on a run from Juneau to
Sitka and Petersburg (Ketchikan Daily News, Oct. 3
1970). Both ships will carry 150 to 175 passengers
and 35 to 40 standardiv¢ehicles, but will not have
cabins because they are not necessary on short runs.
They will also supplement the main line traffic
between Haines and Juneau.

Funds for constructing terminal facilities at
Gustavus, Metlakatla, and Hollis, that are being added
to the ferry system are also provided for. In fact,
facilities near Hollis will link the ferry system to the
island road system that includes Craig and Klawock
and thereby add two more communities to the
network. Some existing facilities will be improved or
expanded.

A noteworthy omission from the bond
proposition is a provision for a large ferry about the
size of the Wickersham to operate between Cordova
and Seattle and in effect connect not only Alaska
ports directly to Seattle, but also the Southwestern
and Southeastern ferry systems. There is a
well-known need for such a vessel because of the
foreign-built Wickersham’ ban from operating
directly between United States’ ports. The Alaska
Senate failed to pass a bond request for such a vessel
because of inadequate financial projections, however,
and there remains considerable controversy over this
issue although plans have been made to implement
the linking of the two systems to each other, to the
land highway system in Alaska, and to Seattle. There
is some indication that as the need increases for more
adequate service, federal funds may be forthcoming.
Sen. Stevens has taken a step toward having the
Marine Highway System included in the highway or
Urban Mass Transportation federal aid programs.




A solitary power boat leaves a wake for the E. L. Barilett in Prince William Sound.

INDIANA |IN

N THE DAYS before bridges linked the shores of Kentucky

and Southern Indiana, ferryboats were familiar sights along

the length of the Ohio River between the two states. Today,
all but a few of these river ferries have chugged off into history.
Still very much alive, though, is the boat-building tradition
of the valley. Even today it is supplying, in a much more mod-
ern form, that picturesque mode of transportation to areas
where frontiers remain. In 1969, down the ways at the Jeffboat
Inc. shipyard in Jeffersonville, Ind., went the E. L. Bartlett,
a $2%-million, 1,500-ton ferryboat. Its destina-
tion: the Prince William Sound along Alaska’s
southern coast. She first was towed down the Ohio
and Mississippi rivers to New Orleans. From there
she went under her own power—through the Gulf
of Mexico, the Caribbean Sea, the Panama Canal,
up the Pacific Coast of Mexico and the United
States, through the Puget Sound and finally the
Inland Sea to the 49th state. The 7,000-mile trip
took the better part of a month. Once there, she
replaced an older vessel on a run that connects the
cities of Whittier, Cordova and Valdez, all about 100
miles apart. Powered by two 1,700-horsepower
diesel engines and 193 feet long, the Bartlett car-
ries 165 passengers and 35 aut@mobiles on its year-
around runs. Streamlined, her blue and white colors
blend well with the giant, crackling glaciers, huge

KELLY COCANOUGHER is o Louisville Times reporter who has
written @ number of articles on riverboats.

By KELLY COCANOUGHER

icebergs and deep, glistening waters. Two observation decks
provide excellent viewing for the passengers, many of whom
are tourists from the “Lower 48.” In addition to the sweeping
landscapes, the passengers may occasionally see black bears, sea
lions and deer. Hunting and fishing are favorite attractions in
this wild area. Jeffboat's ties to Alaska are long-standing. During
the middle of the last century, she sent shipbuilders there to
construct vessels. This year the company completed 12 heavy,
ocean-service barges for use in the North Shore oil boom. O
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Ferry Renovation

The Division of Marine Trans-
portation has announced plans

to remove snack bars on the

three Malaspina class ferries.
The M-V Malaspina is now op-
erating with this modification
and the work will be completed
on the other two vessels prior to
the summer season.

New equipment including a
full grill, French fryer, new soft
ice cream machine, beverage
dispenser and steam table will
be installed to increase the
variety of food available and
make it possible to serve a
luncheon special. A refrigerated
display case will also beinstalled
which will have a variety of
pies, salads and sandwiches.
These products will be pre-
pared fresh daily.

This is an improvement over
the previous method of using
prepackaged products and pro-
vides the passenger with a wider
variety of fresh products from
which to choose, the division
said.

Ferry
Expansion

Held Up

Action on plans to expand the
state ferry system in Southeast
Alaska has been held up so that
Gov. William A. Egan can anal-
yze the program, Harold Strand-
berg, commissioner of public
works, said today.

In' Navember, voters approv-
ed a $21 million bond issue
which former Gov. Keith H.
Miller said would be used to
lengthen the three Malaspina-
class ferries on the Southeastern
run and constrtict two smaller
vessels that would link outlying
points to the system.

“The governor wants to go
over the whole program,”
Strandberg said, “and we are
in the process of working with
him, analyzing it. No final de-
cisions have been made."”

The commissioner denied un-
confirmed reports that Egan
had given orders to halt work on
the ferry-lengthening.

“We held up on it, right after
the election, to discuss it with
him. There has been absolutely
no go-ahead on anything, nor
any architectural contracts is-
sued at all,” he said.

Various capital sources have
said that Egan is considering
construction of an ocean-going
vessel that would ply between
Seattle and major Southeastern
and Southeentral cities as an al-
ternative to the plans developed
by the previous administration.

Re-built Alaska
ferry may be
ready in May

JUNEAU. — The Alaska State
Ferry System could have its first

in May, Capt. Red Lockert, traffic

lengthened “Blue Ship” on the run more Iuxurious,

added to the ship. In gemeral the
ships will be refurnished and made
according - 1o thel
traffic manager.

Lockert was quoted as saying
that T.ockheed Shipyvard, Seattle

a record ten-day repair to the
Taku this summer after it hit the
rocks, has assured the state that
it can lengthen one ship in time
for next summer's traffic. This is
provided Lockheed has the ship
and the plans by Jan. 1.

Lockert said in Ketchikan, that
this is not a problem because the
designer of the ships, Philip F.
Spaulding & Associates, Inc., Se-
attle, already has completed work
on plans for revamping the ships.

The passage of a $21 million
ferry bond issue Nov. 3 provided
the funds for lengthening the Taku,
the Matanuska and the Malaspina
by 56 ft. at a cost of $4.5 million
each. It also provides funds for
two smaller ships which will be
used to serve outlying communi-
ties in Southeastern Alaska and
to take some of the between-port
traffic off the existing run, if the
new administration uses the funds
as had been planned by the out-
going Miller administration.

Lengthening the ferries is not
the only work which will be done

ehip, will add 20% capacity to the
car deck space and the entire re-
modeling of each ship will add
2009, to the cabin capacity, Lock-
ert said. And all the cabins will
be deluxe with showers and not
the black boxes used as staterooms
now on the vessels.

One promenade deck will be
eliminated and the cabins extended
to the outside skin of the ship.
The top deck, now an open sun
deck, will have a solarium, cafe-
teria and cocktail lounge added.
One room will be converted to a
children's playroom with play
equipment. An elevator will be

Kinas Point

~

cadet to sail
on ferry

For years, cadets in the
Merchant “Marine Academy
at Kings Point, N. Y., have
obtained ' training at sea
aboard ships subsidized by
the federal government.

But now, for the first time,
a berth has been obtained
for a cadet aboard a nonsub-
sidized vessel, Capt. Frank
Huxtable, area representa-
tive of the Maritime Admin-
istration, said today.

Robert Japinga, Jr., will
sail Friday from Seattle
aboard the Malaspina, Alas-
ka State ferry.

Japinga is the son of a re-
tired United States. Army
colonel now in the shipping
business in Vancouver, B. C.

Kings Point cadets spend
their second 'year aboard

ship. They then return to the
academy for the:last’ two
years of training

manager for the terry system, said
in Retchikan. [

which built the ships and provided |tually

on the ships. The extension, mid- |

| Lengthening ferries has proved
successful in British Columbia and
Iwith the state’s ferry Tustumena,
|1,ockert was quoted. The ships ac-

gained speed with the

|length. Boucher.

He was quoted as stating that
llengthening the three ships is
more economical than using the
funds to build a fourth ship. The
fourth ship would require 32 mil-
lion more a year for operating
funds but the longer ships require
only the addition of several men
to the steward's department on
each ship. The cost of the length-
ening job will be amortized in nine
years of operation.

The small ships, about 225 ft.,
will not have passenger cabins be-
cause they will operate on shorter
runs. One, for example, will oper- |
ate between Ketchikan, Annette, |
Prince of Wales Island and Prince
| Rupert. The other will go from Ju-
neau to Sitka and Petersburg with
stops at Hoonah, Angoon and Kake.
Where they parallel the big ships
on the Prince Rupert-Ketchikan
and the Juneau-Petersburg runs,
they will provide additional capac-
ity to the trunk system, Lrn:kert|
pointed out.

stay

ing will,

DON PAGE

Changes in the wind for ships of the Alaska Ferries
fleet? Could be, Though probably not all the changes that
|have been rumored around here and the Northland.

A new governor for Alaska touched
{off those reports. Gov. Bill Egan is, natu-
rally, allergic to some of the changes
Gov. Wally Hickel made between Egan's
terms in the Juneau governor’s mansion. ST L
Egan’s been particularly hot about Hickel's purchase of

Marine

the Wickersham, the $7 million, 1,200-passenger glamour-

ferryboat that Hickel bought from Scandinavia for Alas-
ka service. A great ship, but, sailing under a foreign
flag, the Wickersham. hasn't been able to do all the
things Alaska would like.

EGAN HAS BEEN REPORTED READY fo take the
$21 million ferryboat bond issue that Alaskans voted at
the last election and invest it in one big, beautiful ship to
replace the Wickersham. The $21 million had been ear-
marked to “jumbosize” the three Matanuska-class “blue

ships™ of the fleet and build a pair of smaller feedere

b_oals. But the governor in power can change those deci-
sions.

THERE'VE BEEN FURTHER REPORTS that Egan
was considering an end to the Seattle link of Alaska
State Ferries. Egan will have to take credit as a found-
ing father of Alaska’s ferry system. But he dragged his
theels about extending the svstem south to Seattle. It was
Hickel in 1968 who added the 560-mile link from Prince
Rupert to Seattle.

EGAN, HIMSELF, tells his good friend, Capt. Merle
{Adlum of Seattle, that he hasn'{ come to any decision on
ichanges for the ferry system.

throughout the community. For this there will
nominal charge.

S -

IMPORTANT!!!

Please complete the reverse side of this card and return it
AT ONCE, if it is your intention to attend the Inaugural
Ceremonies for Governor Egan and Lieutenant Governor
We need this information to insure that every-
one attending the ceremonies has the proper reservations
and will be adequately housed. If it is your intention to
with personal friends and this has been arranged,
please advise us of the details under Item 5. Some hous-

have to be provided in homes
be a

of necessity,

INAUGURAL COMMITTEE
BOX 1109
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801

12 5 Thurs, Dec.24,1970 Seattle Post-Intelligencer

Alaska Ferries Changes Rumered

EGAN WOULD LIKE TO REPLACE the Wicker-
sham, he agrees, whenever he can find a way to build a
mew, U.S.-flagship. He’s jollied some Washingtonians
with his old theory that Washington State should build a
ferryliner to run opposite the Alaska ferry that makes
|rlu‘.\'.'(r--|-;‘._~.' run between Seattle and Prince Rupert.

3ut the Seattle end of Alaska State Ferries has been
one of the big success stories for the line. The weekly
{runs have sailed uniformly full — in summer, jammed -

~lwith tourists who come aboard here for Alaska, in pref-

erence to the relatively inaccessible Prince Rupert. The
Port of Seattle has built a $600,000 terminal for Alaska
Ferries.

ALASKA FERRIES' SEATTLE EXTENSION has
heen a good thing for Alaska. Also, let's face it, a great
thing for Puget Sound, Egan has been around a long
time, as Alaska's first governor, now back in after the
Hickel and Miller term. He's been around long enough
o know that a statesman is a man who gets rid of his
prgcleces:sm"s mistakes, but adopts his successes and
builds on them.

Founding of the Alaska State Ferries was one of
Gov. Egan's great successes. Extending the feeder line
to Seattle was one of Gov. Hickel's more brilliant moves.
Both worth keeping and improving.
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THE ALASKA MARINE HIGHWAY SYSTEM

Transportation systems reflect the state of a
region’s economic development, the requirements of
the population it serves, and the technology available.
Alaska on the brink of World War II was, for all
practical purposes, an island that could only be
reached by sea. Passengers and freight were moved
either by Canadian cruise ships operating between
Vancouver, B.C., and Skagway or by means of a
motley fleet of American relics salvaged for the most
part from other maritime trades. There were no land
links with the rest of the continental United States
and Canada, and the only air link was provided by a
pioneering “flying boat” operated by Pan American
Airways between Seattle and Ketchikan and Juneau.
Bush pilots provided air communications elsewhere,
but it was not until after 1937 that the first
once-a-week-only air mail service was provided from
Juneau to Whitehorse, Y.T., and on to Fairbanks.
Planes landed on water or cleared strips surfaced with
local gravel. To serve a land mass of 586,400 square
miles there was a total of only 2,500 miles of dirt and
gravel road and trails. The Alaska Railroad, operating
since 1923 but never quite completed, hauled
passengers and freight along a single track 470 miles
from Seward to Fairbanks, using coal burning
locomotives and wood-frame cars salvaged from the
Panama Canal construction. The journey took two
days with an overnight mid-way at Curry Hotel.
Movements within Alaska, therefore, were very much
as they had been before the coming of the Europeans
and Americans—by water through the Inside Passage
of Southeastern Alaska, along the coast, and on the
major river systems of the Interior, and in winter over
a wider area by dog team.

This primitive system served the needs of the
colonial economy of pre-war Alaska. Resident
Alaskans were either Natives (approximately half the
total population in 1939), who followed their
traditional ways with minor modifications, or
non-Natives, who had their own fishing boats or river
boats to serve their local needs or who could book
passage on one of the through steamers for longer
trips. For the most part, people simply stayed where

Evergreen Sentinals watch silently as one of the new
ferryliners of the Alaska Marine Highway System
passes on its journey through the “Inside Passage” of
Southeastern Alaska.
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MARINE WRITER

The Dying FEmbers

)f Alaska Steam

(Continued from Page 5)
bound with the daily needs of the people
can be loaded southbound with a commodi-
ty that will fit into that boxcar or that
container, that's when there will be a dra-
matic adjustment, in my opinion.”

What can that return cargo be?

“As power is generated up north — by
whatever means, whether it's hydroelectric
ornamralgasoroilorwhatever-—it
seems to me there’s a good chance of prod-
ucts being manufactured up there, by tak-
ing advantage of natural resources that ex-
ist in the ground.

“This is a pretly broad statement. 'm
pot pointing my finger at any specific
item, but if that happens, that product can
be packaged in such a way that it can be

in either a completely re-
refined conditon and
for further refine-

carried south in
fined or ially
bmugh_;ttntheStates

ment.

A hopeful prediction. It bears out Skin-
ner’s affirmation of faith in Alaska.

“In writing to Governor Egan of Alaska
the other day,” he recalled, “I wanted to
make sure he didn’t interpret this decision
on our part as one that stemmed from any
lack of faith in the future of the State of
Alaska. I don’t at all. I think the future is
probably better today than it has been in
my lifetime."” s

And what does President Skinner look
back on with the most satisfaction from his
company’s years of service?

There were a lot of satisfactions to sel-
ect from. Skinner recalled, for imstance,

Alaska Steam’s pioneering development of

container vans and other new eargo-moving
techniques.

And scientific developments, He re-

lls: |

“Right after the war we had seen the |
value of radar in operating ships in Alaska |
during the war. That trade, if any, certain-
ly needed radar to improve its schedule, so
we had a strong incentive . . . Then our big
problem was to convince the officers that
it would do the job the scientists said it
would do. You know the general reluctance
a lot of the old-timers had to paying any
attention to ‘that damn box,” or whatever
they called it."

Skinner is proud, too, of “the ability of
our erews to provide the kind of service
under the weather conditions that exist in
Alaska, during the years prior to radar
... They were the unsung heroes of the
state and waterfront transportation. What
those people put up with, day in and day
out throughout the year, very few people
will ever appreciate.”

Skinner likes to remember “the willing-
ness on our part to continue to provide
service to many communities knowing full
well that the ship was going to lose money.
One likes to feel a little comfortable about

And finally he remembers “the role that
the company played in being a part in the
history of the land, of the Territory. You're
talking about a role that the company
played in a region one-fifth the size of the
United States for over seven years.

“Not many companies, and not many
families ever have an opportunity to play
that role.

“you just have to be born at the right
time and the right place, and we were and
we did.”

I‘I TUSTUMENA TAKES ON FUEL AT STANDARD

SEATTLE — Fill 'er up,

but don’t bother to check the tires. Alaska ferry

system’s MS Tustumena takes on fuel at the Standard Oil Dock in Seattle before

heading north. Photo by Ed Delanty, marine photographer.

| lion,”

Ferry traffic
‘right on’
in Alaska

JUNEAU, — Traffic and revenue
reached all time highs during fis-
cal

| on the Prince William Sound route,
|and the tariff increases initiated
| in the spring of 1969,

| & . = -
| Year to year comparisons indi-
| cate passenger traffic volumes in-
| creased nearly 14% system -wide;
from 139,000 boarding passengers
in F. Y. 1969, to 159,000 in F. Y.
1970. The largest increase occurred
as a result of the addition of the
M/V Barlett to the fleet. This ves-
gel boarded more than 10,000 pas-
during the year, nearly
doubling the year earlier figures
for the M/V Chilkat, which was
then on the run.

The southeastern fleet also
showed an increase in traffic,
nearly 138,000

of this segment, This 1is
from the 127,000 of
a year earlier. The M/V Tustu-
mena also showed a healthy in-
crease: however, year earlier fig-
ures were hampered as a result
of the vessel being removed from
service for three months during
the spring of 1969, while she un-
derwent modifications. Vehicle traf-
fic was up, averaging 10% system-
wide.

Earned revenue was aided by
both the increase in traffic and the
1969 tariff increase and advanced
nearly 189%. Record revenues ap-
proaching $8,000,000 were received.

Although not occurring during
F. Y. 1970, it is worthy of note that
the Alaska Marine Highway wel-
comed aboard passenger “One Mil-
sometime between August
fifth and twelfth, 1870, and is now
working on its second million,

STEWARDS DEPARTMENT

On Yeb. 1, 1970 the Division
of Marine Transportation took over
active management of the Steward
Qervice. Prior to this take-over,
the Stewards Section was main-
tained on a management contract
bagis. The Stewards Section pro-
vides passenger services such as

SENZers

as
pasengers boarded
vessels

up nearly 9%

food, beverage, and gquarters. This
take-over was effected to increase
the efficiency and quality of these
gervices. The assumption of these

led efficiency of operation.

duties by an organization within |
the Division has resulted in im-
proved communication and increas-

1970, spurred by the enthusi- |
astic reception of the M/V Bartlett |

! UNION CONTRACTS

The Division of Marine Trans-
portation employs approximately
:mu men and women during the
| winter and 500 during the summer
| ofi the operating vessels. These
men are represented by three
| unions: the Inlandboatmen's Union;
Masters, Mates & Pilots Union, and
Marine Engineer Beneficial Asso-
cintion. The contracts between
management and the unions ex-
pired June 30, 1970. Negotiations
for the new contrdvets started in the
fall prior to the expiration date.
Management and union officials
made every effort to reach an early
agreement. New contracts were
agreed upon before expiration of
the old contracts and they became
effective July 1, 1870,

HAINES PARKING

The large volume of vehicle traf-
fic waiting to board southbound
vessels at Haines terminal necessi-
tated improvement of the parking
area. And the Division, in cooper-
ation with the State Highway De-
partment, provided additional road-
side parking,.

M/V CHILKAT

The M/V Bartlett was delivered
to Prince William Sound to relieve
the M/V Chilkat on the Cordova-
Valdez-Whittier run. The removal
of the Chilkat from this schedule
made it possible to expand ferry
gervice to the community of Hoo-
nah. On May 1, 1970, the Chilkat
began bi-weekly service between
Juneau and Hoonah. This provides
more frequent service for passen-
gors and bulk commodities. This
schedule has been well received.

The Alaska legislature approved
|putting before the public a $21 mil-
|lion bond proposal for expansion of
the Alaska Marine Highway. In
the November general elections the

bonds received voter approval.
These funds will be put to use
after a complete review of the

Alaska Marine Highway by the gov-
ornor and staff of the Division of
Marine Transportation. The pas-
sage of this bond was mandate from
Alaskans for the improvement and
expansion of their ferry system.

' DRYDOCK FOR ALASKA? N\

JUNEAU — Sen. Mike Gravel
of Alaska has suggested that
Ketchikan begin thinking about
getting a drydock capable of re-
pairing Alaska state ferries,
Coast Guard cutters and other
ships that could be serviced in
the state. He indicated that the
state is losing considerable mon-
ey to the Puget Sound area be-
cause of its lack of drydock fa-
cilities.

Gravel also suggested the
Coast Guard’s icebreaker, Gla-
cier, be stationed in Alaska in-
stead of Long Beach, Calif.

- Sale of Ferry OKd

JUNEAU — (AP) — The
Alaska Senate voted 18-1

during a quiet morning ses-

sion yesterday o sell the
Alaska ferry Wickersham.
It would allow sale of the

ship by the public works de-
partment “for a sum that is ¢
in the best interests of the
State of Alaska.” It would
be subject to approval by
the governor.
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DON PAGE
Don’t Miss
The Boat

ion and an age that are mourning the demise
ican passenger ship, Seattle is a particularly
. Every Monday a modern passenger liner
f here on a six-day cruise
tecled ocean waters along one
i pieturesque . routes in the

Marine

er 15 the MV Wickersham.
f the Alaska Stale Ferries fleet, and she rates
35 a ferryboat, partly because of the way she
ymuobiles on her cardeck. She also is a fine
comparable fo the best in service anywhere,
reminded on a visit aboard her last week.
ears old, 363 feet long, with berths for 380
and pleasant public rooms. |

ICKERSHAM is with us only in the Alaska
ler last round trip oul of here will be May 24.
es hnek to her summer job of hauling passen-
n Prince Rupert, B.C., and Southeast Alaska

le she's here, the Wickersham offers proba-
ocnan cruise bargein in the Western World.,
ake the round trip for as little as $124. That
and berth. Meals are extra aboard the Wick-
r the couple that wants to live high off ihe
a deluxe four-berth stateroom and dining
le for all meals in the ship’s dining room, |
te the tab for two at around $500.

'RUISE will carry you from Seattle to Skag-
yme, via Vancouver, Prince Rupert, Ketchis
o[l Petershurg, Juneau and Haines. This isn't
1 Alaska tour., At some of those ports the
. will tie up for only perhaps an hour, in the
1e night when town touring isn't at its best,
jours touring af other ports, we understand,
t chances for layovers at Vancouver, Juneau

RGANIZED FUN of some ocean cruises is
m the Wickersham — mno dance bands, hu!.a
leck tennis, though there is a dance floor in
t have to {igure it as a relaxed voyage, mak-
n fun with other passengers, sitting in one of
or the topdeck solarium, watching Alaska's
age slide by, The Wickersham cruise isn’t so
'|.1."i\;‘!<* ride on a luxury yacht" as it I[:g't‘rl {o
s has picked up. We understand the Wicker-
nad ',Ill\. to 200 passengers at Vancouver. Pas-
ding in Canada can ride north, get off at an
and resume their trip later. Peculiarities of
ir passengers from taking anything but the
ut of Seattle.

en we hear so many people talk longingly
crusing, then hear that the Wickersham had
ouples aboard for the round trip out of Seal- |
nday, it makes us think that maybe some
aire missing the boat.

Where’s
lhe Fire?

fire on the south end of
glas Island yesterday was re-
led by the Alaska Marine |
hway ship MV Taku to the
st Guard. Somewhere the
ort got twisted and came into
State Troopers erroneously
| fire aboard the MV Taku.

“DREAM CRUISING” aboard the Wickersham may
be even a better hargain for Seattleites than the round
trip north. The Wickersham holds informal open house
here every weekend. She comes into Pier 43 about 8 a.m.
Sunday, heads fcr the oildock as soon as she unloads
passengers and ucually reterns to the pier before noon.

From then until shertly before she sails at 1 p.m,
Monday, the Wickersham i3 open to anybody who strolls
up the gangplank to inspect her public rooms and assort-
ed Alaska art thet decorates them. Not many ships left
here where vou can do thal. We recommend it to fill a

| plece of your next sightseeing Sunday afternoon,

ALASKA FERRY PASSENGERS here formed part of
a prosperous partnership incidentally, In addition to the
ofi-season Wickercham run, *'blue ships*~qf the Matanus-
ka Class sail out of here evefy Saturday year-'round.
Last vear no less than 11.031 AlasRrpassengers boarded
or debarked at Pier 48, Afair number, even if it's over-
shadowed by tha 458,000 passengers who flew between |
Alaska and our Sea-Tac Internalional Airport.

The Port of Seattle estimates that Alaska and Seat-
tle exchanged $1.1 billion worth of goods last year and
that trade added $100 million to Seattle area payrolls,
Even taken with the grain of salt that shouid be sprin-
kled on all estimates, that’s a round, impressive figure.

Almost as pretty as the yacht lines of the MV
Wickersham when she slips in and out of Elliott Bay on
her Seattle calls,

VIEWPOINT ,

OTHER NEWSPAPERS’ OPINIONS

‘Proving’ Sailings

Resolution

Three legislators, two Demo-
crats and one Republican, in-
troduced legislation Wednesday
which directs the Division of
Marine Transportation to con-
duct feasibility or “proving”
sailings by the ferry Tustumena
between the Kenai Peninsula
and Southeast Alaska. The res-
olution was sponsored by Rep-
resentatives Keith Specking, (R-
Hope), Mike Miller, (D-Juneau),
and Helen F“lschers_ (D-Anchor-
age).

The resolution, HCR No. 37,
notes that although the South-
east and Southcentral ferry sys-
tems have proved “of great and
continuing value not only as
basic transportation for Alas-
kans but as a favorite means of
transport for hundreds of thou-
sands of dollar-spending visi-
tors,”” there nontheless exists a
sizeable gap in service betweer;

Introduced

the two areas. As a result, says
the resolution, ‘‘Alaska and
Alaskan visitors are forced to
travel great distances through a
foreign nation in order to pro-
ceed from Southeastern to South-
central Alaska.'

The resolution directs the Dj-
vision of Marine Transportation
to initiate during the summer
season of 1972, feasibility or
“proving" sailings once a month
between the Kenai Peninsula
port of Seward and a panhandle
port such as Skagway, Haines
or Juneau.

The test sailings, according to
the sponsors, should either

prove or disapprove market ac-
ceptance and value of such ser-
vice. If feasibility of such routes
is proven, the resolution noted
future vessels may be planned
and more
scheduled between these ports.

frequent servico

RETURNING BANKER GREEN’S KISS, with inter-

them are the ones leaving?

Goodbye Wicky

IT LOOKS like the days are
numbered for the Wickersham, the
big white ferry that was the pride,
joy and headache of the Republican
administration of Gov. Walter J.
Hickel.

Democratic Gov. William A.
Egan has made it clear that the
sale of the Wickersham is a high
priority item as far as he is con-
cerned.

He would like to get $7 million
for the fancy queen of the Alaskan
navy, which cost the state $6.9 mil-
lion in 1868 when Mr. Hickel bought
the Norwegian-built vessel from
Swedish interests.

Mr. Egan wants to put the
money from the sale of the Wicker-
sham toward another ferry of like
status — but one built by American
labor in an American shipyard, and
thus able to serve on passenger
runs between American ports.

THE FOREIGN heritage of the
Wickersham has always been its
albatross.

Because it wasn't a born Ameri-
can, and because its Alaskan citi-
zenship was strictly naturalized by
the edict of the Republican gover-
nor, the Wickersham to this day
can't fully function the way it
should.

A federal law known as the
Jones Act bars foreign-built vessels
from interstate commerce, Thus

the Wickersham can't pick up pas-
sengers in Seattle and deliver them
to Juneau, for example.

The state has pleaded with Con-
gress for an exemption from the
Jlaw for the state-operated ferry,
but powerful protection interests in
Congress turned a deaf ear,

Now Mr. Egan is attempting a
new course.

In exchange for a promise to sell
the Wickersham; he is seeking a
temporary congréssional authori-
zation for the' Wickersham' to oper-

of welcoming them goodbye?

ate on an inter-state basis until
such time as a new American-built
ferry can be completed to succeed
it.

SO FAR, WE haven't heard that
Congress is putting this request at
the top of the list of things it plans
to work on right away.

Furthermore, we haven't heard
of any foreign nation — or anybody
else — rushing to Juneau with a
certified check for $7 million, wild-
eyed and eager to take the Wicker-
sham off our hands.

We have no doubt, however, that
when the time comes Mr. Egan
will be able to come up with a
buyer.

The real problem is 2 matter of
logistics — how to match the in-
come from the anticipated $7 mil-
lion with the proposed expenditures
the administration has in mind for
new ferry services.

Mr. Egan has proposed a $37
million expansion program for the
ferry lines, including the addition
of three more vessels to the fleet
and extensive alterations to two
other existing ships.

SOUTHEASTERN Alaska is
beating the drums wildly to get the
ferry program pushed through the
legislature without a hitch.

The rest of the legislature seems
resigned to the fact that what is
asked in the name of ferries is
granted.

est, was Sharon Zivanich, Miss Maritime of 1971. Petite
— five-foot-two, blonde, green P e
eyed — Sharon has been unofficial |
Miss Maritime fo a lot of ship
crews the past three years since
she started boarding ships to han-
dle sign-ons, payoffs and other
chores as the Coast Guard’s —
and the couniry’s — only female
deputy shipping commissioner,
Sharon was the Coast Guard's en-
try, naturally.

Princesses to Queen Sharon will

& o
MISS MARITIME

be Peggy Del Giorno, sponsored by the Alaska State
Ferries, and Barbara Heinricks, sponsored by Olympic
Steam. The Coast Guard’s big in the Miss Maritime
court this year, Peggy’s father is a Coast Guard lieuten-
ant commander — coming up in & month, she brags, for
full commander,

MARITIME WEEK SHOULD BE A FROLIC. inci-
denl.glly‘ As sparkplugged by Chairman Frank Huxtahle.
it will feature open houses aboard ships like the ice-
breaker Northwind, the freighter American Mail and
Army Engineers’ Preston, the last active sternwheeler
on this coast. Free harbor tours during the week, by land
andv by water. Free tickets, they tell us, from Ye Olde
Curiosity Shop, Trident Imports, Pirates Plunder and
Seattle Marine & Fishing Supply.

A Maritime Week luncheon at the Olympic May 21.
Speaker - Warren Magnuson, And maybe a little urging

will persuade Josh Green to demonstrate again how well |

a fellow can learn to kiss, with 101 years’ practice.

toured Southeast Alaska on their bikes,
car in Halnes and traveled leisurely in our part of the
The Freemans are a young couple who have been

state,
working for the state and arranged to take vacations at

Joyce and Owen Freeman, recent Anchorage visitors,

They left their

¥

The ferry boats have become a
motherhood issue in the legis-
lature, it seems — and a key matter
on which the Panhandle lawmakers
do their wheeling and dealing when
it comes time for other parts of the
State to try to get airport funds,
university appropriations, highway
money and the like.

But that's the way the whistle a
blows. !

Note to Marine Highway Division-How come the ‘‘Wel-
come to the Great Land" signs are placed on both ferry
terminals here so that practically the only tourists that see
Why not put the signs out on
the seaward side to welcome people TO Alaska instead

15 an accountant, This was their first visit to the Pan- | |

the same time for this purpose, Joyce works with high
school dropouts who wish more education, while Owen

handle although they have been seeing Alaska via bicycle =
for the past four years, Their only complaint was that
food on the ferry was not adequate and the prices were |
too high for the avérage tourist, 2

“Alaska on the Inside” reported this week that some prelimi-|
nary design work is underway unofficially for the new Alaska|
ferry to replace the Jones Act-hampered Wickersham, according
to sources in Juneau. But, don't look for a quick sale of the|
Wickersham. Governor Egan is saying privately that it will be}
two years or more before the state is ready to peddle the Nor-|
wegian-built Wickersham, Even then, there is a question as to|
whether the state will be able to attract enough buying interest’
to get its money out of the Wickersham.




gateway to alaska
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m. v. wickersham

newest addition to
alaska marine highway
system

(staonza 64[;00. 'zc{

We, the Captain and Crew of the M. V. WICKERSHAM, wish to show our appreciation
to our friends and supporters. The best way we know of is to have a MINI-CRUISE. So with
the assistance and cooperation of the Alaska Division of the Seattle Chamber of Commerce, we
are sponsoring a No-Host Mini-Cruise on Sunday May 23, 1971, which will be as follows:

Deopart Pier 48, Seatlle 8t i 1:00 PM
Craise OEE Vietoxia, B. Goat o o e i ienocs 4:00 PM
Cruise San Juan Islands until ..........cceeeoeeeoee......9:00 PM
Arrvive back st Pier 4B at i i 11:00 PM

In addition to the MINI-CRUISE, the fare of $15.00 per person also features a Champagne
Punch and a Smorgasbord Dinner from 4:00 P. M. to 9:00 P. M.

BARS OPEN AT ALL TIMES WITH PIANO ENTERTAINMENT
YOU AND YOUR FRIENDS ARE MOST WELCOME
Additional Charges will be made for Stateroom & Snack Bar
If desired and available.

Please make restrvations and purchase tickets in advance of May 18, 1971, at our Alaska
Marine Highway ticket office on Pier 48, Seattle, phone number MA3-1970.




$4.0 Million Dollars
A-La Gravel

During our Democratic uU.S.
enator’s one-day visit in the
apital city we had an Oppor-
unity to chat briefly with him
fter he had addressed a joint
ession of the legislature. A de-
ailed report on that late after-
oon speech is elsewhere in fo-
lay’s paper.

We had not seen the text of
jis speech before we Vvisited
vith the senator. Later, we
-ealized answers to most of
yur questions had been well-
-ehearsed for his legislative
sresentation so we don’t have
much to add about current top-
ICS.

However, his eyes lit up
proudly when we congratulated
him on his successful effort in
obtaining $40 million from the
federal Highway Trust Fund
and appropriations to be used
in almost any way the state
wishes, as long as it is in con-
junction with its State Ferry
System.

He has a sincere right to be
proud. U.S. senators and rep-
resentatives before him, have
for years, worked toward get-
ting Alaska’s ‘‘water highway"’
concept fully understood in
Washington. Now the resulis of
their efforts, coupled with
Gravel’s determination to see
the problem through, “‘brings
to the state the largest single
sum of federal money ever ob-
tained for assistance, not con-
nected with a disaster,”’ Gravel
says. He refers fo, the An-
chorage earthquake and the
Fairbanks flood as exceptions.

The money is a two year ap-
propriation for $20 million per
year. My status in the Pub-
lic Works committee certain-

AR gl
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ly won’t diminish. So I‘'m con-
fident we will be able to con-
tinue receiving federal monies
for our ferry system when this
appropriation is used up,’’ Gra-
vel said. ..

States receive money from
this fund based on miles of
highways. (land-highways only
prior to this) (

Gravel’s Convincing story in
Washington which resulted in
this mammoth appropriation,
somehow got ‘lost in the shuf-
fle’ when it was announced —
receiving only minor publicity
in the news media through the
stave about a month ago.

But, now, today, there s
even more to tell: Bernard
Poirier, Gravel’'s executive ad-
visor, told us the Senator’s bill
has been passed by the senafe
and the house and signed by
the president and is included as
a part of the 1971 budget. He
said there is no revenue shar-
ing involved.

Poirier said word was receiv-
ed from Washington yesterday
afternoon by phone from Gra-
vel’s office that ‘‘the Bureau
of Budget announced the first

$20 million can. begin to be

drawn on by the state, as of fo-
day:“

The senator’s bill included
ferry systems for all states, but
we know of no other state —
and neither did he — that has a
network of ferries compar-
able in size or service to ours.

The money means a greatf
step forward in Southeast and
all Alaska. How it is used to
better the system is now in the
hands of the state. We watch
with eagerness.

4—Thursday, April 22, 1971

Editorials

Sell the Wickersham

The Wickersham, pride of the Alaska ferry fleet, is on the
block — and the state probably will be better off for it. The
controversial Norwegian-built ship looked like an attractive buy
when then Governor Hickel purchased it for $7 million three
years ago. But the “Wicky” quickly ran afoul of the Jones Act.
That law, it will be remembered, prohibits the use of foreign-built
vessels between American ports, Efforts to obtain an amendment
to the act or a special waiver for the Wickersham proved futile.
As a result, the vessel has been confined to running between
Canadian ports and Skagway — at a revenue loss to the state
estimated at $500,000 a year,

Consequently, Governor Egan fells — as do we — that the
only sensible long-term solution is to sell the ship and order a much
more expensive ($17 million) American one which can operate
between Alaskan ports unhampered by the Jones Act. The
Legislature has cleared the way by passing and sending to the
governor a bill authorizing sale of the Wicky.

And there are indications that quiet megotiations in Wash-
inglon may secure a temporary Jones Act waiver allowing full
operation of the Wickersham between American ports until an
American substitute can be ordered and constructed — a period
of perhaps three years.

The Wickersham is a fine ship, but her forcign ancestry
limits her usefulness to Alaska. We believe the Legislature and
Administration have acted wisely in preparing to replace her.
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Cmdr. Bill Leadbetter, USCG.
SEATTLE — Beginning
11:30 a.m. at the Officers Ch
| Pier 91, Friday, May 14, fi
Coast Guard personnel will
hosted at a farewell party befo
transfer to other posts. All ha
had vital roles with the mercha
marine inspection office here.
| At the top of the list is Cmq
J. W. “Bill’ Leadbetter, executi
officer in charge of the mari
inspection office, Seattle Zor
He will go to Washington, D.f
as assistant to the head of t
licensing policy branch for t
merchant marine.

a iey

Hosting the farewell par
e TR, E f will be Lt. Cmdr. D. R. Krame
e small craft in the channel Sunday Coast Guard dispatcher in Sea
in Cneulgf m:kmmhoals toli(??the&l:ie;teﬁm'mm o tle. Ht’.‘\'t’if\':lilli:ll.‘-ll c-znr: be n::u
r ““The waves T : S riTe anacti
::re tf)rel:ty high already. There were about 6 or 7 of :!)1.‘111;“:1,}{[ {.h; ')f‘i\il}::]i.'.‘lT ‘)[lr,l'[]’ cti
out there. And when the Wicky came in her wake ffice, MA 4-2902, ext. 291.
almost swamped two little boats. I'd swear the wake
was 8 to 12 feet high”” the source said, ‘‘Can’t they
slow her down a little in that channel? Espedally in
rough weather. Somebody's apt to get hurt” The Lis-

tener certainly can’t answe i
one else will. E ¥ the, question. | Msybe Soe-




ALASKA ASKS JONES ACT
EXEMPTION ON FERRY
JUNEAU — A resolution has
been passed by the Alaska House
of Representatives asking Con-

THE
LISTENER "~ §

gress for permission to have the

foreign built ferry, Wickersham,
exempted from the Jones Act
until it can be sold and replaced
by an American built vessel.

"The resolution was passed

uananimously.

Meanwhile, Gov. William A.
Egan introduced bills to author-
ize the sale of the Wickersham
and appropriate $7 million from
the general fund to expand the

Marine Highway System.

The Jones Act prohibits the
Wickersham from carrying pas-
sengers or freight between U.S.
ports. Because of the limitation,
Egan said the ferry ldses about
a half million dollars a year in
revenue that otherwise would be

coming to the state.

The State plans to add an
ocean going ferry and two small
ls, lengthen two existing

Vess

Anyone who has ever found the State Ferry System less
than 100 per cent cooperative should have been aboard the
little Chilkat Saturday when some 45 Juneau residents went
to Hoonah for a two hour visit and return. The boat had
pulled away from the Auke Bay dock and one passenger was
left behind. Skipper of the Chilkat, Louie Cavanaugh, spotted
the late-comer, Dr. Robert Newton of the Juneau Commun-
ity College, and suddenly the boat did a 180 and down went/
the ramp to accomodate Newton and his friends who were
aboard disappointed that he had pulled the “absent minded
professor”” bit and missed the boat. Aboard however, he and
the other passengers found the six man crew on the Chilkat
to be “the most accomodating bunch of guys to ever sef
sail”’ as they prepared meals “out of this world,”” babysat the
passengers’ children and pointed out spots of interest along |
the way. The Listener takes this opportunity to recognize
each of them at the request of the folks aboard during
that particular trip. They are, Captain Cavanaugh; Sfu
Jergensen, Able Seaman (serving as First Mate); Fred
Whitman, Able seaman; Bud Conner, chief cook; Jack |
Grabler, chief engineer and Ed Calbreth, oiler. When |
the ferry returned to Auke Bay late the same evening the
happy passengers gathered at the dock and sang “Fer Ml
are jolly good fellows” ending with a “hip, hip, horrah.” Seo
here's a jolly good “tip of the Listener's hat’ to the crew
of the good ship Chilkat.

—

ferries and build new terminal

facilities.

Ferry Rates

‘Ferryboat Buff’ '

My dear Governor Egan

For many of us arriving in
Alaska for the first time. our
initial contact with the state
and its citizenry is aboard one
of the state ferries on the Alas-
ka Marine Highway System.
(In my case. aboard the M-V
Wickersham from  Vancouver
to Juneau in mid-March of this
year. il was a particularly en-
jovable experience made the
more so by the accommodat
ing erew.)

Thus. 1 hope you will not
think it presumptuous of this
“cheechako™ and  self-confess-
ed “ferryboat buff™ 1o suggest
the Approprjeness of some
commendation  from
you H 13 Crovernor of
the State of Alaska lo the Cap
tain of the M-V Malaspina,
Harold ’ayne., and his intrepid
crew for their singularly self-
less effort in rescuing the pas
sengers of the stricken M-V
Meteor in the Strait of Georgia
carly last Saturday morning
I am advised that the Propeller
Club of Seattle already has
made a presentation to the ship
and its erew through the Diree
for of Marine Transportation

While | am aware that seago
ing personnel are. as 4 matter
of course, expected to meet
cmergencies on the high seat it
is apparent from conmments in
the press  (rom among  (he
Meteor's  passengers that  the
Captain and erew of the Malas
pinit acquitted themselves
nobly in the transfor of the pas
sengers between the two ships
in an expeditions manner. thus
mininizing  the  possibility ol
ey, shoek or loss of hite and
mamtaamng an atmoesphere ol

special

Dear Editor:
calm essential to insure safety It seems that the public

in such a situation. A friend must speak up on the recent

tells me that aboard the Malas
pina last week enroute from
Ketchikan to Juneau there was
not one but two fire drills. so it
is apparent that the crew of 1his
vessel is exceptionally  well
trained to meet emergencies
| am sorry to note the appar
ent absence of a ceremony (o
honor the Malaspina on 1s ar-
rival in Junecau last eveming:
it oceurs to me it would have
been a nice gesture. However.,
1 also gather that Juneay does
not have a fircboat 1o play
streams of water about the hon
ored vessel (the usual prac-
tice in my native San Franeis
co Bay area), nor did anyone
think to bring a band or send an
official weleoming party
To be sure  this  incident
may have been “all i a day s
work™™ aboard the Malaspina:
nevertheless.  an emergeney
always requires those involy
od 1o extend themselves bovond
the usual call of duty, and 1 am
impressed that Captain Payne
and his erew did just that this
weekend. It oecurs to me that
some  recognition of this faet
by the State of Alaska would
be appropriate and apprecia
od by those concerned
Very truly yvours,
Sttt ¢ Hall
112 Gastinean Ave. Apt. 2
Juneau, Alaska 99301
ec: Herbert . Lockert.
Director Marine Trans
portation Mvision

Bort Esmond, Deputy i
Marine Trans. Division

bhee: Editor, Southeast Alaska
Empire

rate changes made by the A-
laska Marine Highway system.
Certainly Southeast Alaska,
as well as the rest of the
state, is forgetting that al-
though we all share in the
cost through taxation — the
user also pays for a ticket.
Do the people using the other,
jonventional highways pay lo
drive on them each day?

The ferry is our highway,
and particularly by deleting
the group rates, the system is
only providing a disservice.
There are far too many groups,
especially of young people, who
nust rely on this form of
transportation to participate
in events in other areas in
Southeastern, to discontinue
the group fares.

| hope everyone will take
the time to write the State
Marine Highway system and

let them know these grouwp

rates are really needed. This

is our state, and I know if our

needs are made known, cor-
rective action will be taken.

Sincerely yours,

Sandra Wagenius

R.R. 3, Box 3520

Juneau, Alaska
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End of the Week

There probably are as many ideas about what to do with the state
ferry Wickersham when a new replacement is constructed as there
are people in Alaska.

As we all remember, the Wickersham, a foreign-built vessel, is
prohibited from carrying U.S. passengers and cargo between U.S.
ports. It operates only between a U.S. and a foreign (Canadian)
port or, by a quirk of the law, it can take U.S. passengers aboard and
leave them at a U.S. port if it is the same port at which the passen-
gers boarded.

One idea proposed for the Wicky is to use it as a school. James
Ede, president of the district one education association in Anchor-
age, suggests the ship be used as a world tour classroom for high
school students.

He suggests converting the lounges, ‘“‘ballrooms’ and observa-
tion decks into classrooms. From there on he lets our imagination
run wild — trips to the South Seas, foreign, exotic ports.

We think it is a great idea, but not for high school students. We
are thinking of adult education. Where do we sign up?

Another use for the Wicky came out at a meeting in Ketchikan
of state and city officials discussing the progress on the Ketchikan air-
port.

Use the Wicky as a floating airport terminal building, one small
voice offered. That would be great if it could be used as a mobile
terminal building and move between the Ketchikan side of the nar-
rows and the Gravina Island airport site. But the Wicky can’t haul
U.S. citizens between U.S. ports such as Gravina and Revilla, re-
member?

A salute this week to a man who made such a successful use of
the Wicky that he had to leave town.

Pete DeBoer, the personable promoter of F-310, arrived in Ketch-
ikan this week ostensibly on business. The real reason is he had to
leave Seattle until the heat was off.

As a Seattle Chamber of Commerce member, he arranged with
the state of Alaska to have the Wicky make a special day-long cruise
out of Seattle to the San Juans and return — a voyage to nowhere,
they call such excursions. So that everyone could be comfortable,
they limited the passenger list to 800 persons.

The sailing date was still two weeks off when cruise director De-
Boer discovered he had 800 reservations in hand, 500 people had
paid their §$15, and reservations were still pouring in.

DeBoer denied our assumption that he stopped in Ketchikan on
his way to Juneau to see about chartering the other three ferries to
take the overflow. He said he was heading to Pelican to see son John
about taking him salmon fishing until things calmed down in Seattle.

We thought Seattle was pretty destitute. Maybe it is. Maybe there
are 800 Boeing engineers planning to jump overboard and end it
all. But we prefer to think the Wicky cruises are popular with the
public.

This one will be popular to the state of Alaska, too. By not pushing

a crude kin to F-310 through the cylinders too fast, the state will
have a handsome profit.

There are examples of what we can do with the Wicky and a little
imagination. One of the first things that should be done, though, is
obtain a temporary waiver of the Jones Act for the ship until its
replacement can be built. Then the Wicky could operate at full duty
on the Alaska run.

A —




Ferry Group Fares
Reinstated for 1971

The state ferry system has
reinstated the group fares for
the 1971 travel season, it was
reported to the Ketchikan Daily
News today by Capt. H. J.
Lockert, director of the division
of marine transportation.

The special low fares for
groups was discontinued this
spring and brought protests
from groups such as the Boy
Scouts and Girl Scouts who
had planned trips to camp.

Lockert said today that the
department realizes that dis-
continuance of the special rates
was abrupt and disrupted plans

ALASKA FERRY
WICKERSHAM |}
OUT OF SERVICE |
FOR REPAIRS

JUNEAU - The ferry Wicker=
sham, which recently was tak-
en off its run on the Alaska
Marine Highway System to
undergo repairs to its bow
thrusters, will be out of service
longer than was originally ex-=
pected.

Govemor William A. Egan
said he was informed Thurs=
day by Public Works Comimiss=
ioner George Easley that repair
parts for the Swedi sh~built
vessel have to be flown from
Sweden to Seattle, where the
Wickemsham is in dry dock.

In antdcipation that all need-
ed parts are not readily avail=
able, Egan said, a factory
representative was due to ‘arr=
ive in Seattle last week to
supervise repairs and local
fabrication of parts not other-
wise obtainable.

Bow thrusters are required
for maneuverability on the
Wickersham, which is heavier
than the State's Malaspina -
class vessels, to avoid the risk
of mishaps during docking.

It isn't possible yet to estim-
ate when the Wickersham will
be retumned to its run between
Prince Rupert and Haines,
the governor said.

Marine highway officials
decided to take 1?@: ship out
of service for repairs at this ti-
me be fore the main onslaught
of tourist travel is reached,
he said.

"The state regrets that the
vessel is out of service at this
busy time of the season," the
governor said, "and asks the
patience of travelers during
the temporary inconveniences. "

Marine Highway officials
are considering one or more
unscheduled "express" twips
between Prince Rupert and
Haines to relieve the expected
backlog of passengers on that
run, he said.

already made for this summer,
so the order discontinuing the
rate was modified.

Groups who have planned
summer excursions on the
ferry system will be allowed to
go on the special reduced fare
for this summer but they must
make application by writing to
the ferry system office in
Juneau stating they planned the
trip for this year and requesting
the group rate. Application should
be made in advance of the trip
and in writing to Dave Kellogg,
traffic manager, Division of
Marine  Transportation, 222
Seward Street, Juneau, Alaska
99801.

Lockert said that the special
group fare was discontinued
because of the increasing mar-
gin between revenues and opera-
ting expenses. He also said that
the ferry system is going into
an expansion program but at
the same time, the budget for
operating expense was reduced
by the legislature.

He warned that although the
special low fares will be honored
through this season, that travel-
ers should not expect the fares

| Yo continue in 1972.

Group Ferry
Rates

Dear Governor Egan:

On May 12, 1971, the Fer-
ry Terminal in Ketchikan was

otified there would be nc
more group rates. No reason
as to why. 1 would like to
object to this quite strenuously
as no notice was given, and
many groups have been plan-
ning on summer camps, ex-
change of baseball teams, etc.
I am a Scoutmaster and have
a group of boys who have
planned to attend the Scout
Camp in Juneau, This change
of rate will eliminate the
chance for many of these boys.
$27.00 doesn’'t seem like much
to some people, but to a 12
or 13 year old boy whose
parents are already suffering
from the costs of inflation,
it is a lot. The boy has
worked on projects, etc. to
earn the cost, and now finds
he cannot achieve his goal.
The girl Scouts are due to go
to Juneau for a Cadette Girl
Scout event in June, and this
could eliminate that opportun-
ity. This will greatly curtail
sports activities in Southeast-
ern, the exchange of the arts
such as Ketchikan Theatre
Ballet, Band, Chorus Groups,
etc. To send a baseball team
from here to Juneau this year
aill cost approximately $918
rather than around the $500
it cost in the past. Where is
this money to come from? I
have lived in Alaska for 24
sears and have watched many
people leave because they felt
their children could not have
the advantages offered in the
South 48. The introduction of

Wicky Will Be Out
For Longer Period

JUNEAU — The ferry Wicker-
sham, which recently was taken
off its run on the Alaska Marine
Highway* System to undergo re-
pairs to its bow thrusters, will
be out of service longer than
was originally expected.

Governor William A. Egan
said he was informed today by
Public Works Commissioner
Commissioner George Easley
that repair parts for the Swedish-
built vessel were having to be
flown from Sweden to Seattle.
where the Wickersham is in dry
dock.

In anticipation that all need-
ed parts are not readily avail-
able, Egan said, a factory rep-
resentative is due to arrive in

| Seattle this afternoon to super-

vise repairs and local fabrica-
tion of parts not otherwise ob-
tainable.

Bow thrusters are required for
maneuverability on the Wicker-
sham. which is heavier than the

state's Malaspina-class vessels,
to avoid the risk of mishaps dur-
ing docking.

It isn't possible yet to esti-
mate when the Wickersham will
be returned to its run between
Prince Rupert and Haines, the
governor said.

Marine Highway officials de-
cided to take the ship out of ser-
fice for repairs at this time be-
fore the main onslaught of tour-
ist travel is reached, he said.

“The state .regrets that the
vessel is out of service at this
busy time of the season,’ the
governor said, “and asks the
patience of travelers during the
temporary inconvenience.”

Marine Highway officials are
considering one or more un-
scheduled *express'’ trips be-
tween Prince Rupert and
Haines to relieve the expected
backlog of passengers on that
run, he said.

group fares about three years
go has provided opportunity

, for a vast number of our youth

to travel and learn about this
great state of ours.

] I would also like to point

out the fact that when we vot-
ed in the Marine Highway
System, it was to replace high-
ways that couldn’t be economic-
ally built. My understanding
of .a highway is that it is not

| to ' make money, but a method
of easing transportation to pro-
duce industry which, in turn,
through various taxes, does
pay for the highway. It seems
to me this has been forgotten
and now we have to show a
larger and larger profit.

I would like to ask your
aid in a move to restore the
group rates for the youth of
our state. As I am sure you
know, having worked with
children yourself, it can be
pretty hard telling a boy who
can't always afford a uniform,
that he can't have a trip to
summer camp because we
adults have decided the dol-
lar is of more value than the
training and fun he would re-
ceive. We are all working fto-
ward helping our youth keep
ut of trouble by keeping them
active in worthwhile activities
and by curtailing the exchange
of these groups from city to
city in our state, it just makes
sour job and mine that much
harder.

Thank you for your kind at-
tention.

Donald J. Haseltine
P. O. Box 648
Ketchikan, Alaska 99901
ce: Southeast Alaska Empire

Wickersham
Is Slated

For Repairs

JUNEAU (AP) — The
Alaska ferry Wickersham was
to sail from Prince Rupert
today to a Seattle drydock for
emergency repairs to her bow
thrusters, which are used in
docking.

The division of marine
transportation said today the
Wickersham would miss one
round trip on her Alaska run,
but would resume her regular
schedule Friday northbound
from Prince Rupert.

Capt. H. J. Lockert, division
director, said there would be
space available for
Wickersham passengers and
vehicles on other vessels,
although some Wickersham
passengers would have to sail
without stateroom
reservations.

REPAIRS
NEEDED
ON WICKY

Due to a mechanical failure
in the bow thrusters, which are
used during docking maneuvers,
the MV Wickersham will sail
from Prince Rupert to Seattle
June 15 to undergo emergency
repairs in drydock.

After missing one round trip
the vessel will resume her regu-
lar schedule Friday, June 18
northbound from Prince Rupert.

Captain H. J. Lockert, direct-
or of the Division of Marine
Transportation said, “with min-
or adjustments to the travelers’
schedules space will be avail-
able for Wickersham passengers
and vehicles on the other vessels
although some Wickersham pas-
engers will have to sail without
stateroom reservations. We
deeply regret this inconven-
ience to our traveling public,
but these necessary repairs
could not be postponed as any
further delay would cause great-
er problems as summer traffic
increases."

| Air mail special
from Sweden . . .

| JUNEAU @ — Gov. Wil-
liam E. Egan said Thursday
the Alaska fenrny 'Wickersham
will be out of service longer
than originally aniicipated be-
canse pants to repair the Swe-
dich-built vessel have to be

| flown in from Sweden.

The Wickersham is in a
Seaitille drydock ifor mepairs to
ils bow thrusters, and Egan
said & is not possible vet to
estimate when the 'Wickershiam
| wall meunn ©o s qun between,
| Prince.  Rupert, B.C, and

JUNEAU (AP — The Alaska
ferry Wickersham has left Seal-
tle after completion of repairs
to her bow thrusters.

The Marine Transportation Di-
vision said she will proceed to
Prince Rupert, B.C.. from where
she was scheduled to leave Sal-
urday night for an express run
to Haines

The Wickersham is scheduled
to leave Haines early Monday
for a return to Prince Rupert.
with calls at all ports en route
except Sitka. She will resume
her normal scheduling out of
Prince Rupert Tuesday
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Cruise ship afire;

passengers r

VANCOUVER, B. C
(AP) — The Norwegian
criise ship Meteor with 150 m
persons aboard caught lire
in the Strait of Georgia
about 60 miles northwest o
Vancouver early today

There were no reports of in alert

The first call reached the
rescue center here at 3:10 a.
that time other ships
were receiving the distress The
call from the burning ship.

Officials said the base hos-
pital at Comox was put on

The Meteor was situated
near Gillies Bay, off the
west coast of Texada Island.
Meteor, 145 feet in
length, is owned by the Ber-
gen Lines and her home port
is Bergen, Norway. She

event any pas- makes crilises to  Alaska

from Vancouver, B. C. She

escued

was the first Scandinavian
ship in the Alaska cruise
trade.

The Meteor called in
Seattle May 12, 1970, for a
one-day stop before going to
Vancouver to begin her sume
mer cruise schedule.

!iii"i.!"-

A fumber’ of vessels re-
gpanded to the Meteor's dis
tress call. Passengers were
nut .aheard. lifeboats and |
were being picked up by oth-
er ships

The Alaska ferry Malaspi
na, the vessel Alaska, the
tug Island Prince, the tanker |
B. (. Standard and two
Coast Guard cullers, the |
Ready and the Racer, re-
sponded l

‘Twa military hf.'iil.:t'-;'rlt‘l','%"
and an airplane stationed at
the Canadian-forces base atl
Comox, on Vancouver Is-

helicopters were used 1o
shuttle fire-fighting equip
ment to the Meteor.

The Malaspina took
aboard 66 passengers from
lifeboats.

Crew members were bat-
tling the fires aboard the
Meteor, which had developed
a ten-degree list,

A search-and-rescue
spokesman said 1§ were
calm for the rescue Opera
tion and there was only
clicht breeze. “You couldn’t
ask for anything better” he

|
land, went to the scene. The 1

said

VAN

VANCOUVER, B. C. — (AP) — An

serious in

An . eng
Bottolise
some of his m

1e-room  helper,

sengers required treatment,

and fire that erupted twice

killed* an undetermined
f - créew members
gian cruise ship Meteor,
an Codst Guard officer said. All
0 passengers were rescued without

, 19, told reporters he saw
_ ites die of smoke inhal
tion'and hurns as the flames reached

Passengers from the Norwegian cruise ship Meteor were taken from the

W

sssel in lifeboats yesterday after fire broke out inside the bow of the ship in

Georgia Strait about 60 miles northwest of Vancouver, B. C.—A. P. wirephoto.

13 feared dead in B.C. ship fire

the crew's quarters. He placed the
number of dead at 13, but radio mes-
sages from the Meteor indicated the
toll might be higher.

the =N ]
[he ship was six hours northwest

a Ca- of Vancouver when the flames broke

out the first time at 3 a. m. Saturday.
Sixty-six passengers were picked
up by the Alaska state ferry Malaspi-

Steiner na and brought to Vancouver.

A ship’s fire crew reported the
blaze under-control after the second
eruption, Crewmen not fighting the

fire rode in life hoats tethered to the
Meteor's stern,

The 300-foot, 2,856-ton Meteor car-
ried a crew of 91.

A seagoing salvage tug, the Sud-
bury II, has reached the side of the
burning ship, Canadian authorities
have reported.

Crew members who had remained
aboard to fight flames were taken off
s the tug joined two Canadian Coast

Guard cutters in fighting the fire.

Ship Of
eath In
Drydock

VANCOUVER, B.C, . — (UPI), — The
by the Canadian Coast Guard Cutler Rac-
Norwegian « eruise ship Meteor, 32 of its
crewmen believed killed, steamed into Van-
couver harbor yesterday under its own
power after’ an unexplained explosion and
fire at'sea forced evacuation of all passen-
gers.

The Meteor was escorted to Vancouver
by the Canadian Coast Guard Cutter Rac-
er, and the tug Sudbury 11, which trained a
stream of foam on the 300-foot-long ship to
cool it down and prevent recurrence of the
fire.

The Meteor arrived in Vancouver har-
bor at 12:10 p.m. listing at about fifteen
degrees. It was placed in drydock and the
area was immediately cordoned off by the
Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP),
An RCMP boat also patrolled the water-
side.

The only outward sign of damage was a
sheet of canvas draped over one of the for-
ward portholes. '

The 17 crewmen who brought the ship
in were instructed by lawyers to talk to no
one.

The ship, which has a capacity “for 130
passengers and 100 crew, carried 66 pas-
sengers and 91 crew. Forty-two of the crew
and all of the passengers were evacuated
safely.

The passengers were taken to Vancou-
ver aboard the Alaskan ferry Malaspina.

Passengers were being served coffee in
the dining salon when flames suddenly
roared ouf of contrel about 3 a.m. Saturday
and the abandon ship order was given.

None of the passengers was injured in
the seramble for lifeboats, but 14 crewmen
were killed in the Taging fire in the bow of
the 2.856-ton liner and another 18 crew
members were missing and feared dead.

The passengers were ferried by lifeboat
to the waiting Alaskan ferry Malaspina —
the lifeboats had only four men as crew
instead of the normal 10 hecause of casual-
ties — and underwent another roll call.

“The crew was unflappable, steady.
There was no sign of panic. Of course this
stabilized the passengers.

“And some people had heen on this boat
for many cruises — some as many as 30 or
more—and knew the crew.”

An unconfirmed report said 13 crew-
men were killed,

All 70 passengers aboard the ship were
reported rescied without serious injury.
Sixty-six of them were picked up by the
Alaska State ferry Malaspina and brought
here.




Captain Cited
For Role
In Sea Rescue

JUNEAU (AP) — Gov.
William A. Egan has given an
award of commendation to
the captain of the Alaska ferry
Malaspina for the part he
played in rendering assistance
to the Norwegian tour ship
Meteor May 21.

Capt. Harold Payne
responded to a Mayday call
from the burning vessel about
60 miles north of Vancouver,
B.C., and took 6 of its
passengers and four crew
members aboard 'the
Malaspina.

Payne received the award
during a stop of his vessel at
Juneau. Wes Coyner, Egan’s
executive assistant, presented
the award for the governor.

Egan commended Payne and
his crew for ‘“‘exceptional
dedication to their profession
as mariners in effecting rescue
and assistance to the crew and
passengers of the Meteor.”

He continued, ‘‘Such
prompt, unhesitating action
conceivably saved the lives of
70 people from seven nations. I
join other state officials and
the citizens of Alaska who are
proud to have in the service of
the state men of such
dedication.”

Ferrf;;Tourship

Crews are Praised

For Rescue Work

The state ferry Malispina
pulled into Wrangell 16 hours
late Monday after playing the
major role in rescuing pas-
sengers off of the ill-fated
tourship Meteor, and the Mal-
ispina’s chiefpurser and other
crewmembers were unani-
mous in their praise of con-
duct of passengers and crew on
both ships.

“Both crews did wonder-
fully’’ said Ernest McCon-
nell, Malispina chief purser.
““It was a beautiful operation.”

The Malispina was steaming

north from Seattle in pre-dawn
darkness Saturday with U3
passengers aboard when she
received a Mayday distress
call from the Meteor at 3:45
~.m, The Meteor was afire
and had dead and injured a-
board,

Latest count from Vancouver,
| where the blackened Meteor
| finally tied up, was 21 crew
| members dead and Ll missing.

All of the Meteor’s 67 pas-

sengers were taken off and
transferred to Malispina,
None were reported hurt.

Meteor, a Greek ship, was
a frequent visitor at Wrangell
last summer but had switched
her area port of call to Peters-
burg this year. She had been
due to stop in Wrangell only
twice this season, on June 17
and an Aug. 20,

MecConnell said Capt, Harold
Payne of the Malispina man-
euvered the ferry within 100
yards of the blazing Meteor
and lowered her four boats,
but did not cast them off, Met~
eor’s boats came alongside
and passengers stepped into
the ferry’s boats and were
hoisted onto Malispina’s

decks.
“They were given donuts

said McConnell, Many of them
were dressed in nightclothes.
Soma were barefoot.

“There were no flames on
deck but we could see bright
flames through the portholes
forward and they seemed to
flare up and die back down.”

CRUISE SHIP METEOR WITH FIRE FIGHTING FOAM RUNNING FROM DECK

The stricken ship arrived in Vancouver late Saturday evening

—UPl Phaota,

Alaskans can take pride in the
fact that one of their flag ships, the
state ferry. Malaspina, was only
five miles away and was one of
those which answered the distress
call and took aboard many of the
survivors,

THE RESCUE operations went
off so smoothly that the only com-
plaint we saw in the news accounts
of the disaster was by a passenger
who protested operations by heli-
copters, which he said stirred up
the water and got the passengers
wet.

Under the' circumstances, that
sounds rather petty, indeed.

Crews Praised

_For Rescue

The passengers and fowr
crewmen left the charred
hulk in lifeboats and were trans
ferred to the Alaskan Ferr)
Malaspina, which was [ive
miles away when it picked uf

i the Meteor's distress call

The fire appeared to be under
control al one point Saturday
but flared up again. Thirty-eigh
crewmen, some of whom hac
been riding in lifeboats, were
then evacuated by tug, The fir
burned for more than 40 hours

e

- L ey
¥ R i el
.. w0 A,




LEFT TO RIGHT: Mrs. George Easley and Commissioner George Easley of the Department
of Publis Works; Captain Harold Payne; Herbert J. Lockert, Director, Division of Marine
Transportation; Wes Coyner, Executive Assistant to Governor William A. Egan, presenting
the award for the Governor.

Ferry Captain Honored

JUNEAU — Captain Harold
Payne of the Alaska Ferry Mal-
aspina, has received an Award
of Commendation from Gover-
nor William A. Egan for assist-
ance rendered by the Malaspina
in response to a distress call

MATANUSKA
RESUMES
SCHEDULE

The MV Matanuska resumes
her regular schedule south-
bound departint Ketchikan 1n:00
p-m, Wednesday, May 26.

The vessel experienced minor
mechanical difficulties Monday
southbound into Prince Rupert.
The Matanuska returned to
Ketchikan where repairs were
made and approved by the Coast
Guard.

Nor thbound passengers out of |«

Prince Rupert were accommo-
dated by the MV Wickersham
and the MV Taku with minimal
delay.

from the Norwegian Motor Ves-
sel Meteor on May 21, 1971. The
Malaspina responded to a May-
day call from the burning vessel,
and stood by to receive 66 pass-
engers and 4 crew members,
transporting them to their des-
tination at Vancouver, B.C.

“Captain Harold Payne and
the crew of the MV Malaspina
are to be commended for excep-
tional dedication to their profes-
sion as mariners in effecting res-
cue and assistance to the crew
and passengers of the Meteor,"
Governor Egan said. *“Such
prompt, unhesitating action con-
ceivably saved the lives of 70
people from 7 nations. I join
other State officials and the citi-
zens of Alaska who are proud to
have in the service of the State
men of such dedication,” Egan
said.

Captain Payne received the
engraved award and a certifi-
cate comrmending Captain and
crew of the Malaspina during a
scheduled stop of the vessel at
Juneau. Wes Coyner, Executive
Assistant to Governor Egan, pre-

J/sented the award for the Gover-

nor. Commissioner George Eas-

ley of the Department of Public
Works, Mrs. Easley, and Her-
bert J. Lockert, Director of the
Division of Marine Transporta-
tion, witnessed the presentation.

The Malaspina was approxi-
mately 60 miles north of Van-
couver, B.C., when it received
the distress call from the Met-
eor. At Captain Payne's direc-
tions, the Malaspina maintained
radio watch on VHF Channel 6
in addition to maintaining a rad-
io watch on the International
Distress Frequency. The Met-
eor broadcast her Mayday on
VHF Channel 6. Had only the
Internation Distress Frequency
been monitored, as required by
law, the distress call would not
have been heard by the Malas-
pina.

Proceeding to the stricken ves-
sel at top speed, the Malaspina
stood by to render assistance.
Utilizing its lifeboats and boat
davits to board the Meteor’s
passengers, Captain Payne
boarded them, many being eld-
erly people, without use of a
Jacobs ladder. Food, clothing,
and comfort was provided to
the rescued passengers whose
only possessions were the
clothes they were wearing,

Disregarding scheduling and
routing of the Malaspina, the
vessel was diverted to Vancouv-
er, the intended terminus of the
Meteor, in consideration of the
safety and well-being of its
passengers.

SEATTLE HAD A STAKE, too, in another side of the
international drama. The rescue ship that picked 67 survi-
vors from the sea had left here only a few hours earlier, en
route o Alaska, She was the Alaska State ferry Malaspina,
Skipper — Capt. Harold Payne. The Malaspina carried 98
passengers, and her car deck was almost full Friday affer-
noon when she pulled out of the same pier where the
Meteor had lain on her Seaitle visit last vear. The Mala-
spina was pracfically on top of the Meteor when the Norse
ship radioed her Mayday before dawn Saturday, about six
hours northwest of Vancouver, Most passengers were in
lifeboats, The Malaspina picked them up.

We’'ve heard no heroic sagas about that rescue, but
much heroism goes unsung in an ocean tragedy like this
one. At the least, the rescue is a fribute to seamanship
among Norse and Alaska ship crewmen.

And when you realize that not one passenger died
aboard the Meteor — that ship’s personnel went methodi-
cally about the job of waking passengers and shepherding
them to safely, even when crewmen knew of the shambles
and death in thelr own quarters up forward, then you see
evidence that the good ship Meteor carried men fo match
her own strong lines,

e ® ®
For an exciting weekend of fun, scenery and
relaxation, make reservations now for a mini-

cruise on an Alaska State Ferry to either
Kodiak or Valdez.

The majestic M.V. TUSTUMENA departs
Anchorage each Friday at 6 p.m. for 600
miles of shipboard romance to Homer,
Seldovia, and Kodiak, with colorful tours
available. Return to Anchorage Sunday
evening.

The M.V. BARTLETT offers four cruises
per week connecting with the Alaska Rail-
road at Portage and departing Whittier at

2 p.m. each Saturday, Sunday, Tuesday

and Wednesday. View some of North
America's most spectacular scenery between
Whittier, Cordova and Valdez, including the
great Columbia Glacier.

For details and further information call your
travel agent of the Alaska State Ferry
Office: 272—7116

or: 272—4482.

M.V. Tustumena and Bartlett are registered in the U.S.

(L
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Meeting The Challenge

Looking back over the wind-blasted Inaugural
weekend, we are awed by and appreciative of
the tremendous job done, under the most diffi-
cult circumstances; by the Inaugural Committee
and all those who took part in preparations for
the ceremonies, entertainment and social func-
tions.

Things don’t always go according to plan and
this was especially true of the past weekend.

| The high winds that raked the area created a

number of problems, but the Inaugural Commit-
tee under Felix Toner rose fo meet the chal-
lenge.

With the subzero weather made even colder
by the heavy wind gusts, there was no choice but
to call off the Inaugural parade. But it was the
effect of the winds on the state ferry Wicker-
sham which perhaps caused the greatest prob-
lem for the Inaugural Committee, once it had
found housing for hundreds of out-of-town guests.

With its high superstructure, the ferry was bat-
tered against the city dock by the winds and fin-
ally forced to move to the relative shelter of
Auke Bay. That took care of the ferry and dock
damage problem but then the committee had to
find the means of shuttling Inaugural guests

housed aboard the ferry between the Auke Bay
terminal and downtown. This crisis was resolved
by calling upon the firm which operates the
sehool buses here to set up a schedule to bring
the visitors to town and return them 1o the
ferry, and the firm readily agreed to help.

The new Model Cities mini-buses were also
pressed into service to promise additional trans-
portation for those aboard the big ferry.

The Inauguration itself came off well and the
pageant brought some outstanding talent before
its audiences — including the Juneau Symphony,
the brightly-costumed New Archangel Dancers
of Sitka doing Russian dances, members of the
Anchorage Community College’s Lyric Opera
Theater, the St. Paul’'s Folksingers of Juneau,
First City Players of Ketchikan, Point Barrow
Eskimo dancers, and the Anchorage Tailgaters
giving out with fine Dixieland jazz.

In all, it was a colorful, exciting weekend in
Juneau. William A. Egan formally took up the
reins of government once again. When Alas-
kans get together, there is a warmth generated
that goes far to offset the rigors of weather. That
was the case here this weekend. —G.E.B.

| awwemegy O

After the MV Wickersham
snapped three of her mooring
lines at the City Dock the cap-
tain decided to take her down to
Auke Bay, a spokesman for the
Marine Transportation Division
said. Bus transportation was
arranged for guests housed on
the ship to ease the housing

crisis over the inaugural week-
end.

The MV Taku which also
housed out-of-town guesls was
able to remain at her berth un-
til regular departure time al
11:15 last night, the spokesman
|said. The Wickersham earlier
sailed southbound after loading
at Auke Bay.
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Major Expansion Of
Marine Highway Is |
Urged By Governor |

Gov. William A. Egan propos-
ed major expansion of the Alas-
ka Marine Highway in his Bud-
get Message last night — an
expansion providing for the ac-
quisitior of three new vessels,
one of which would replace the
controversial Wickersham when
ready for service.

In doing so, he substantially
revised plans for ferry system
expansion put forwad by for-
mer Gov. Keith H. Miller,

One of the vessels Egan pro-
poses to have built would be 407
feet long with oceangoing capac-
ity “‘so that if the need arises it
can be used in any type of ser-
vice, in any waters, at any time
of the year,” he toid the law-
makers.

The new vessel would contain
berths for 300 persons and deck
space for 175 autos, which
would give it a total vehicle ca-
pacity “slightly over 70 per cent
greater than that of any of the
mainline vessels now plying the
waters of Southeast Alaska,”
Egan said.

“The new ship, added to the
established three-vessel fleet
(in Southeast), will add flexibil-
ity. And it will greatly step up
the frequency of service which

is critical of the successful|
growth of the Southeast Alaska
system and the region it serves.” |

It is this vessel which would |.
replace the Wickersham, launch- |
ed as the Stenna Brittanica in
Norway, when it is completed in
U.S. shipyards.

The Wickersham, named for
early Alaska judge and Delegate
to Congress James Wickersham,
is limited in its service by the

-federal Jones Act which prohib-

its the carrying of passengers
and cargo between American
ports in foreign-built ships. The
act limits the ferry to plying be-
tween Canadian and U.S. ports
— it cannot' carry passengers
from Seattle to Alaska or from
one Alaskan community to an-
other. In the busy summer
months it has run between
Prince Rupert and Haines.

The former administration
had tried in vain since purchase
of the Wickersham to obtain
from Congress a waiver for it
from the Jones Act. Congress
traditionally has refused to
grant such waivers, hoping to
stimulate U.S. shipbuilding.

Egan said last night:

“It is my hope that when the

(Continued on page 8)

Alaska to continue
Seattle ferry run

1

By STANTON H. PATTY ter J. Hickel, and there had
Alaska State ferry servic been speculation that Egan

to Seattle will not be altered, would sever the servic

Gov. W A. Egan has Egan said there was

told The Seattle Time: “absolutely no truth” to the
“Contrary to rumor rumaors.

have been published in  Egan unveiled plans last

Seattle, we have no plans L0 night for the construction of

halt the ferry service,” Alas- three new ferries and even-

ka's new governor said. tual sale of the foreign-built

The Seattle-Alaska ferry
link had been established by
one of 1

predecessors

e, Wal

Egan's

in the governor’s off

ferry Wickersham to help fi-
nance an eight-yvear expan-
sion of '
Highway System, the Asso-

the Alaska Marine

ciated Press reported.

in his pudget me §
ered to a joint session of the
Legislature.

Breakdown on the $36 mil- |
lion was $17.5 million for a |
new
vessel, $8
two new 235-foot ferries, up

The program
$36

Egan

would cost

million.

made the proposals

age deliv-

407-foot, ocean-going

million total for

to 39 million for lengthening

the Malaspina-class

vessels

and $1.5 million for port [a-
cilities.

The controversial Wicker-

. « « Major

(Continued from page 1)

Congress . . . is convinced of our
intent to build a new vessel in
America, Alaska will be grant-
ed a temporary certificate of
exemption from the Jones Act
for the foreign-built Wickersham
until the new vessel is complet-

ed.

“This would allow expanded
service within Alaska immed-
iately. The Wickersham could
then operate directly between
American ports. And plans
would be developed for sale of
the Wickersham upon comple-
tion of the new vessel.

“Because the Wickersham is
prohibited from operating direct-
ly between American ports,
more than $500,000 of likely
revenue escapes us each year.
Assuming that we receive the...
waiver . . . the additional rev-
enue that the state should real-
ize from full utilization of the
Wickersham’s capability during
the time it takes for construc-
tion of the new vessel should
amount to at least one and one-
half million dollars.”

Egan told the Empire today
his hope for a waiver “isn't just
a hope.” State officials have
made contact with shipbuilders
and representatives of shipbuild-
ing unions and been led to be-
lieve a waiver might be obtain-
ed, he said.

“We have had indications
that some of the shipbuilding
unions, and shipbuilders too —
who have been adamant to a
waiver — would remove their
objections if the Wickersham
were only used until the new ves-
sel was ready for service,” he
said.

The governor also proposed to
construct two smaller ferries
which would be 235 feet long,
cruise at 15 to 18 knots, and
carry up to 200 passengers and
46 autos. One would replace the
state ferry Bartlett on Prince
William Sound, and the Bartlett
would be permanently assigned
to the southern and west coast
area of Southeastern Alaska, he
said.

“This arrangement will not
only provide service to the west-
ern islands of Southeast Alaska,
but it will also enhance the ef-
ficiency of the vessels on the

Expansion

main runs by providing con-
necting service to the larger
vessels in the system,” KEgan
said.

The plan is similar to one he
advanced in urging passage of a
ferry bond issue in 1966, an is-,
sue approved by the voters. For-
mer Gov. Walter J. Hickel
scrapped the plan on taking of-
fice and subsequently acquired
the Bartlettand Wickersham.
Egan last night also recom-
mended the complete renova-
tion and lengthening of one of
the existing Malaspina-class
vessels to 409 feet through the
addition of 56 feet to its midsec-
tion, to provide berths for an ad-
ditional 200 persons and in-
crease total passenger capacity
to 750. |

A reserve fund of $4.5 million
would be established for length-
ening of a second Malaspina-
class vessel “if desired,” he
said.

The large vessel would cost
approximately $17.5 million, the
two smaller ones $4 million each,
the ferry lengthening project
$4.5 million, and new port facil-
ities $1.5 million.

The total $36 million cost
would be met without appropria-
tions from the general fund,
Egan said. The ferry bond issue
approved by the voters this year
would provide $21 million; $8
million would be in federal
funds available under terms of
the Federal Highway Act of
1971, which for the first time
provides ferry construction
monies; and an estimated $7
million would be realized from
the sale of the Wickersham,
Egan said.

*“This revised program,” said
the governor, ‘‘should satisfy
the predicted needs for im-
provements for the system in
Southeast Alaska for at least the
next eight years without further
general fund financing except
on a short-term loan basis.”

The Miller administration,
in proposing the $21 million fer-
ry bond issue last year, had
planned to acquire the two
small ferries for use in South-
eastern Alaska and to lengthen
each of the three Malaspina-
class ferries by 56 feet.

sham, built in Norway, was
purchased by the Hickel ad-
ministration. Under restric-
tions of the Jones Act, she
cannot carry passengers or
freight between United
States ports and has to use a |
Canadian city as the south-
L ern end of her Panhandle
S & runs.




- Splits Along Party Lines

JUNEAU (AP) — Initial re-
action of legislators to Gov. Wil-
liam Egan’s $318 million general
fund budget generally was split
along party lines Thursday.

One Republican senator sharp-
ly criticized $36 million earmark-
ed for expansion of the Marine
Highway System.

“If you like ferry boats, you
should be happy,” Sen. C. R.
Lewi , R-Anchorage, said after

Egan delivered his budget mes-
sage at a joint session of the
legislature.

Lewis termed ‘‘disproportion-
ate’ plans to spend $36 million
for improvement of the ferry
system and only $350,000 for re-
habilitation of salmon streams
and lakes.

Lewis said Friday he wished
“‘to apologize for shorting” Egan.
He said after further study he
found $750,000 was proposed for
rehabilitation of salmon streams
and lakes.

“1t’s still a good budget if you
like ferry boats,” Lewis said,
“hut instead of spending only 1.3
per cent of the ferry boat ap-
propriation on vitally needed
fisheries improvements, he’s go-
ing to spend about 2 per cent.”

“The salmon industry is a
mainstay,” Lewis said. “'If there
are any big expenditurs, they
should enhance the opportunities
for increased state revenue. He
also criticized the spending of
$100,000 for a center for the ad-
ministration of justice ““to make
this an orderly society.”

“1 wonder what in the world
you can do with $100,000?" he
asked. ‘*Aside from that, 1 would
want to study it."”

The reaction of Rep. Jalmar
Kerttula, D-Palmer, was almost
the opposite.

*“I was extremely pleased with
the educational programs, the
University of Alaska budget and
the funds for the ferry system,”
Kerttula said. ' think it took a
little adding above the bends to
come up with that new ferry.”

Kerttula referred to proposed

‘erry funds, none of which would
AFFAIRS

BY GOVERNOR WILLIAM A.

T0 THE FIRST SESSION OF
JANUARY

come from the state’s general
fund.

“Bill Egan is quite the con-
servative in expenditure of pub-
lic funds, caricatures to the con-
trary,” Kertula said.

The Palmer Democrat singled
out for praise Egan’s proposed
new state geophysical division,
for which $500,000 was propos-
ed. It would contract geophysi-
cal work to give the state data
on geological formations and
provide information used in
petroluem development.

“No other state really has it,”
Kerttula said. “‘In my opinion,
the cost is such a small per-
centage of what we're going to
gain. I've fought for the ‘right
to know,' as I've termed it.”

Rep. Clem Tillion, Halibut
Cove Republican and house min-
otity leader, said simply, “It
was a beautiful budget.”

Tillion explained he was very
pleased because the proposed
fiscal 1972 budget proposal
shows very little increase over
the previous state budgef.

Sen. Lowell Thomas Jr., R-
Anchorage, was cautiously pes-
simistic in his reaction to the
governor's budget message.

“How high is it going to go?”
he asked. ‘‘The legislature never
holds the line. We've always in-
creased above the governor's
recommendation. Holding the
line is incumbent on his party
(Egan’s) more than ever now.”

Thomas also said he was dis-
appointed the governor had no
plans for a permanent invest-
ment fund of at least $200 mil-
lion.

“It’s like an individual putting
money in a savings account for
a rainy day,” he said.

Stressing that he wished
to withhold more comment un-
til he had a chance to study the
budget proposal in depth,
Thomas said the governor may
be shortchanging the Depart-
ment of Education, the Depart-
ment of Health and Welfare and
some wildlife programs in his
proposals.

OF STATE MESSAGE
EGAN
THE SEVENTH
14, 1971

" Sen. Jos Josephson, D-Anch-

orage, termed

“‘excellent message.”

“It’s obvious that he (Egan)
has given a great deal of thought
to the problem of the Wickerham

ALASKA LEGISLATURE

Considerable progress is being made on the guestion of
consolidating all the transportation functions of the State
into a single Department of State Government, and this Admin-
istration is convinced we must move toward creating such a

department.

Expanding of the capabilities of the
cannot wait upon the establishment of a Department.

Marine Highway System
I believe

we have solved the problems of providing needed additional

capacity and all-around impr

during the past few weeks.

with the Commissioner of Public Works, naval ar

oved service in plans worked out

These plans have been worked out

the Director of the Division of Marine Transportation.

chitects, and

Our plans will be spelled out to you in more detail in the
| Budget Message which I will be presenting to you later.

We feel sure these improvements will fully meet the needs

years to come.

of the Marine Highway System in Southeast Alaska for several

In addition to these steps in transportation development

already in progress, I will

on the relationship of law
! sector of transportation.

recommend for this year research
in the development of the private

...and programs of human de-
velopment,” Josephson said.
“And I applauded the proposal
of environmental controls and
the proposed department of en-
vironment."

the budget an

Governor Egan’s proposals in his Budget Mes-
sage last night for upgrading the Alaska Marine
Highway were by far the most dramatic of
those made to the Seventh State Legislature.

And in his message he made clear that
while the state must practice frugality in the
years just ahead, it will also do its utmost to
meet the needs of Alaskans. People programs,
in other words, would take precedence over
everything else.

How ‘“needs” are defined by the current ad-
ministration will, of course, mark the philosophi-
cal difference between it and the administra-
tion of former Gov. Keith H. Miller.

But Governor Egan did lay to rest the myth
of the $900 million nestegg so much was said
about in the recent election campaign. The
state could hold onto the nestegg and live off
the interest plus recurring revenue, it was said.

But, Mr. Egan emphasized last night, “‘De-
spite the investment earnings, the magic figure
of $900 million in oil lease bonuses will have
shrunk to approximately $814 million by the

| time the appropriations made last year are

satisfied. Even while we still talk of the $900
million, the machinery of financial necessity is
in motion to reduce it by some $85 million.
The budget balanced without invasion of the
bonus monies was an illusion, built partly on a
$40 million oil lease sale that did not material-
ize."

“The budget adopted last year is mortgaged
to $16 million in unavoidable supplemental ap-
propriations which you must now provide.
Thus, for practical purposes, nearly $100 million
of the bonus money is already committed as
I come beforeyou today.”

“I do not criticize these expenditures,” Mr.
Egan continued. “They were largely necessary.
But we must plan cautiously the course we are
taking,”

Now it is laid out for all to see. We won't
have $900 million but $814 million at the end of
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Substantial

Proposals

the current fiscal year, based on last year’'s ap-
propriations. And in the next few years, be- !
fore the North Slope is brought into produc-
tion, state needs will require further dipping into
the fund.

By the time the oil begins to flow from the
North Slope, this nestegg, will have been dras-
tically reduced, But it will have helped us over
the rough spots — and it's a cushion this state
never had before 1968.

As for the upgrading of the Marine Highway,
we find Mr. Egan's proposals timely and
imaginative. At long last, if the proposals are
accepted by the lawmakers, the very heavy
burden of the Wickersham will be lifted. And
the state will have dramatically increased the
capacity and revenue of the ferry system.

In essence, Mr. Egan plans to have a large,
oceangoing ferry built in American shipyards
to replace the Wickersham. In the interim, the
foreign-built Wickersham would continue to
serve, perhaps fully for the first time, if Con-
gress can be persuaded to grant a temporary
waiver for it from the restrictive Jones Act.
The governor is hopeful the waiver will be
granted, if it is for a ferry that would be re-
placed by an American-built vessel at the earl-
iest time.

In addition to a replacement for the Wicker-
sham, the chief executive proposes to construct
two smaller vessels which would establish two-
vessel shuttle service from the smaller com-
munities to the ferry mainline in Southeastern
Alaska.

We will be following these proposed develop-
ments with much interest. They promise to bring
the various communities of the panhandle even
closer together in the future, which can only
improve life here in Southeastern. And it will
be a boom for the entire state — greatly ex-
panding the dust free access route to Alaska.

—G.E.B.

Egan Budget Calls
For $318 Million
Spending Program

Gov. William A. Egan present-

his plans for selling the state

authorized bonds, appropria-
tions and other carry-over funds

ed a $318,079.800 general fund
budget request to the legisla-
ture Thursday . evening, and
urged lawmakers to ‘‘hold the
line within reasonable limits™
during the years until North
Slope oil production reaches its
full volume,

The budget, which will require
$3.363,500 for a Department of
Environmental Affairs, is 1.2
per cent higher than the $314.-
930,100 approved by the legisla-
ture for the current year.

Egan's budget contains sev-
eral million dollars for programs
he added to the document pre-
pared by the previous adminis-
tration since he took office Dec. 7.

The governor also unfolded

ferry Wickersham after anoth-
er ocean-going vessel is built to
substitute for it, lengthening and
renovating at least one Mala-
spina-class ferry, and providing

Budget Breakdown Table,
Other Stories,
Page 8

two smaller ferries to connect
other parts of Southeast to the
present system.

He proposed a relatively mod-
est capital improvements pro-
gram of §9,413,600, down 84.6 per
cent from the $61,154,100 ap-
proved by e legislature for the
current year.

Egan estimated today that

from previous years will allow
some $125 million in state pro-
jects to get under construction
this year.

Shared revenues fo be return-
ed to the local communities from
various sources Egan put at $4,-
283,500, up 29.7 per cent from
the current year's appropria-
tion of $3,298,500.

The governor also submitted
supplemental appropriation re-
quests totalling $16,501,800, which
will be used to help fund cur-
rent programs and two new ones
during the present fiscal year,
which ends June 30.



Wage Hikes, New Jobs
Are Basis For Request
For More Ferry Funds " ="

By ALLAN ADASIAK

Empire Staff Reporter
Wage increases and additional
jobs are the two prime factors
in the $1,261,600 supplemental
appropriation requested by

Gov. William A. Egan to fund
ferry operations through June
30

Capt. H. J. “Red” Lockert, di-
rector of the Division of Marine
Transportation, said today those
two items account for $983,-
300 of the total appropriation re-
quest.

The wage increases resulted
from labor negotiations that took
place after the current year’s
budget was completed, Lockert
said.

“Essentially, every one of the
items in the supplemental ap-
propriation was something we
couldn’'t predict. All costs are
going up,” he said.

The $1.2 million supplemental
will boost this year’s subsidy
for the Division of Marine Trans-
portation to about $4 million, ac-
cording to Deputy Director Bert
Esmond.

Other major elements in the
request for additional money
are $80,700 to repair the Wrangell
dock, $45,000 for repair costs
beyond insurance coverage in
the Taku grounding, $88,800 in
higher fuel prices, and $30,000
for shafting on the Tustumena,
Lockert said.

Labor negotiations last year
produced a three-year contract
that calls for a six per cent
raise in the second year and
wage discussions in the third
year if either party desires, he
said.

Wage increases this year for
current employees cameto $427,-
686; eight new steward-store-
keeper jobs and 12 new main-
tenance and assistants positions
accounted for $241,105; and re-
classifying pursers on the Wick-
ersham cost $3,150, Lockert said.

Other labor-related costs, he
said, include $17375 to hire
temporary employees for five
months instead of four in the
summer; $101,385 for overtime

at the new rates; and $192,594 |

for benefits.

Lockert noted that in 1964
“there was generally a 25 per
cent differential between Seattle
and here. That had gone down
in some cases to as low as 1.2
and 1.8 per cent.”

The subsidy for the ferry
system “‘will actually decrease
next year because of a tariff
hike,” Esmond said.

Tariffs, he said, “have not
kept pace with costs over seven
years of operation.”

Esmond estimated the sub-
sidy required for the marine
transportation system for the
fiscal year starting July 1
would be about $3.7 million.

New ferries
designed
for Alaska

JUNEAU — (AP) — The
state commigsioner of public
works said yesterday that
design of a 407-foot ocean-
going ferry is under way,
and design of two smaller
vessels for Alaska should be-
gin in a few days.

Commissioner George Eas-

. ley said that “‘if everything
is approved, we expect to
have the large ship operat-
ing within three years, and
the smaller cnes in two
years.”

He said the department
now is analyzing bids for de-
sign of the two smaller ves-
sels, each 235 feet long.

Philip F. Spaulding & As-
sociates of Seattle has the
contract for the 407-foot ves-
sel, Easley said, as well as
for design for the lengthen-
ing of one of the Malaspina-
class, ferries. It will be
lengthened to 409 feet by
adding a 56-foot portion to

the midsection.

NAVAL ARCHITECT PHIL SPAULDING had to k.ae
pressured into attending Friday's dinner meeting of the
Washingon Society of Professional Engineers, where he
found he'd been named ‘‘Engineer of the Year," honoring
his years of designing ships for waters in assorted parts
of the world. He's best known here for the Alaska State
Ferries. Latest project — design of a 407-foot oceangoing
ferry to replace Alaska’s glamorship Wickersham.

BUDGET MESSAGE
BY GOVERNOR WILLIAM A. EGAN
TO THE FIRST SESSION OF THE SEVENTH ALASKA LEGISLATURE
JANUARY 14, 1971
JUNEAU, ALASKA
Mr. Mr.

President, Speaker, Members of the Seventh Alaska

Since taking office, I have revised plans for the Marine
Highway System. This revised program should satisfy predicted
needs for capital improvements for the system in Southeast
Alaska for at least the next eight years without further
general-fund financing except on a short-term loan basis.

As the key to the program, I have ordered plans for a new
Alaska vessel, capable of carrying up to a thousand people,
greater in passenger capacity and for all types of vehicles
than any of the existing vessels.

The sleek, 407-foot vessel will have full ocean-going
capability, so that if the need arises it can be used in any
type of service, in any waters, at any time of the year. =
will berth 300 persons, and accommodate approximately 175
automobiles or a combination of trailer vans, campers and auto-
mobiles numbering 135.

The total vehicle capacity of the ship will be slightly
over 70 per cent greater than that of any of the main-line

vessels f Southeast Alaska.

The new added to the established three-vessel fleet,
will add fle And it will greatly step up the fre
guency of h is critical to the successful growth
of the Southeast Alas system and the region it serves

In addition, two modern and fully equipped smaller ships
will be added. One of the new ships will take the place of
the M/V Bartlett in the Prince William Sound area of South-
central Alaska. The other will provide service in the Northern
Panhandle of Southeast Alaska.

And the Bartlett will be permanently assigned to the
southern and west coast area of Southeast Alaska.

This arrangement will not only provide service to the
western islands of Southeast Alaska, but it will also enhance
the efficiency of vessels on the main runs by providing con-
necting service to the larger vessels in the system.

The two smaller vessels will measure 235 feet, with a
service speed of 15 to 18 knots and passenger capacity of 190
to 200. Vehicle capacity will be 46 automobiles or a combi-
nation of units; including campers, totaling 31.

It is my hope that when the Congress of the United States
is convinced of our intent to build a new vessel in America,
Alaska will be granted a temporary certificate of exemption
from the Jones Act for the foreign-built Wickersham until the
new vessel is completed.

This would allow expanded service within Alaska imme-
diately. The Wickersham could then operate directly between
American ports. And plans would be developed for sale of the
Wickersham upon completion of the new vessel.

Because the Wickersham is prohibited from operating
directly between American ports, more than $500,000 of likely
revenue escapes us each year.

Assuming that we receive the Jones Act waiver as indicated
previously, the additional revenue that the State should realize
from full utilization of the Wickersham's capability during the
time it takes for construction of the new vessel should amount
to at least one and one-half million dollars.

The plans I have ordered also provide for lengthening and
complete renovation of a Malaspina-class vessel. Her length
would be increased to 409 feet through an addition of 56 feet
to her midsection. Berths would be provided for an additional
200 passengers, with total passenger capacity increased to
over 750.

Plans also provide for construction of necessary terminal
facilities for the new smaller vessels at new ports served.
And it includes four and one-half million dollars in reserve
for lengthening of a second Malaspina-class vessel if desired.

The costs break down this way:

* $17.5 million for the new vessel.

$8 million total for the two new smaller vessels.

-5 million for the lengthening of a Malaspina-class

Capt. Donald Wishaar left Seattle
this week for Alaska to take over as
relief skipper on the Alaska State fer-
ry, MV Bartlett. Wishaar makes his
home in Cordova. He's relieving Capt.
Dick Hoffstad who is going on vacation.
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End of the Week

What a way to end any week — with Reuben Crossett’s 10th annual
Alaska game dinner. It starts at 6 p.m. today in the Elks lodge hall.
It is by invitation to the famous hunters of Alaska and to some of
the not-so-famous.

Already on hand for the dinner — they come early to this event —
are Pete and Quent DeBoer, Harvey Hildre, Capt. H. J. Lockert,
Robert O’Brien, Don Pegues, Art Nelson, Frank Denny, Harry Lu-
cas and a crowd from Juneau.

The food, prepared by Wally Eckardt but furnished by many of the
distinguished guests, includes such things as Alaska Migratory Tur-
tle. Pegues, an Alaskan temporarily stationed in American Samoa,
is the hunter who captured this delicacy.

The shrimp and crab come from Petersburg with John Engle, El-
dor Lee and Shrimp King I, Dave Ohmer. Silent Ben Scott is provid-
ing Alaska raised oysters.

Bill Stump’s Camp Island campanions are providing the ducks

| and geese. The caribou is coming with Doug Eurers of Tok Junction.

Prime roast of moose has been provided by Dynamite Duke
Chase, Wrangell's Angerman brothers, Ted Case, Dr.-Gary Floyd,
Frank Denny, Dick Taylor and Bill Foreman.

The late Louis Glatz promised a moose roast and some of his tall
tales. He will be missed at this year’s round table.

Providing genuine Alaska goat and sheep are Cotton O’Dell, Chuck
Rohfling, Glenn Barnard, Bob McKinley and Gordie Tate.

Pete DeBoer, king of the ice road, is providing North Slope Prairie
Hens, without F-310 in deference to the Sierra Club.

Clams from Cordova are a specialty of Kernel Bob Korn. Victor
Rosellini of the Four-10 and 610 restaurants in Seattle is sending a
special surprise. Goat cheese comes with Tke Crossett from La-
Crosse, Wisc.

Providing deer, Taku pheasant, salmon and other menu staples
are Vic Kolse, Win Wilsie, Deadeye Lundeen, Tongass Narrows
Weston, Hank Chalker, Art McMahon, John Gilbert, Mel Akers,
Totem King Charlie Stene, Howard Lee, Russ Duval, Bill Baker, Ed
McLean, Ray Moyer and Doug Roberts.

There are beverages made from secret recipes by Crossett,
Whiteside, Ruaro, Winslow and Dohoney, a famous firm of distillers.

There are other contributors and there are those, a majority, who
will contribute thirsts and appetites.

cf\) cuben £ (hossett

REQUESTS THE PLEASURE OF YOUR ATTENDANCE
AT
THE TENTH ANNIVERSARY

OF

“REUB’S ANNUAL ALASKA GAME DINNER”

AT

SIX P.M. SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 1971
AT THE

ELKS BALL ROOM

KETCHIKAN, ALASKA

WALDEMAR W. ECKARDT, CHEF
(European Trained — Member Culinary Guild)

RSV.P

Box 2693
KETCHIKAN, ALASKA 99901

DRESS
“ALASKA TUXEDO"

o All benefits, proceeds and donations from this GRSt yill be g0et 1) But the whole thing is a benefit for the Ketchikan Children's
: Home. And we best not tell Gov. Dan Evans that his Washington
state treasurer Bob O'Brien, is an honored guest. We better not
even tell Alaska’s Gov. Egan that either.
It may be hard to tell whether Washington money or Alaska mon-
ey is going to build the new children’s home. By early A.M. it should
be clear (?), however.

the Ketchikan Childrens’ Home, @ local, charitable




For The First Time— Baby
Born Aboard State Ferry!

Karla Malana Rowland, not yet two days old,
made history Saturday night when she was born
aboard the northbound Alaska State ferry Mala-
spina,

Karla made her first appearance in a Mala-
spina stateroom at 11:05 p.m. weighing 6 pounds
3 ounces.

Her parents, Mr. and Mrs. David Rowland of
Ketchikan, named her Karla Malana in honor
of her place of birth

“They couldn’t quite hang Malaspina on the
baby,” said a friend of the family.

It was the first birth ever aboard one of the
state ferries, Capt. H. J. Lockert, director of
the Division of Marine Transportation, reported.

Lockert said the ship made an unscheduled
stop at Prince Rupert at 4:40 a.m. Sunday so
that Mrs. Rowland and her new daughter could
be taken to Prince Rupert General Hospital. The
ship was met by two doctors and an ambulance.
““Everything was reported to be in surprisingly
good shape,” Lockert said.

Speaking to the Empire by telephone from the
hospital today, Mrs. Rowland said both she and
Karla Malana were fine. “The baby is eating
like a hog.” Mrs. Rowland said. “She’s a little
darling. I'm so proud ofher.”

Mrs. Rowland said her Seattle doctor had not
expected the baby to arrive for six weeks while
a Prince Rupert doctor estimated she had ar-
rived two weeks early.

The father of the newborn was not aboard
the ferry. Mrs. Rowland was traveling with the

couple’s young son and her grandmother. Both

Design Work Under Way

proceeded to Ketchikan, she said.

Rowland is an employee of Ketchikan Pulp Co.
The couple lived in Ketchikan for three years
prior to moving south for eight months. Mrs.
Rowland said her husband returned north two
E?onths ago, and she was on her way to join

im.

She plans to leave Prince Rupert Tuesday
night aboard another state ferry to continue on
to Ketchikan, she said.

The couple live at 604 Marine View Apart-
ments.

Mrs. Rowland said it was possible that her
daughter would qualify for both American and
Canadian citizenship since the ship was in
Canadian waters at the time of the birth. ‘They
are going to register her here in Canada,”
she said.

Master of the Malaspina on the current trip
is Capt. Harold Payne. The ship was due in
Haines today on the northbound contnuation of
its trip.

Mrs. Laura Heidelberger of Skagway, a form-
er nurse, was one of those assisting at the
birth. No doctor was aboard the vessel.

Others assisting, according to Lockert, were
two passengers and the ship’s matron. The
passengers were Mrs. Lawson of 2812 West El-
more Place, Seattle, and Mrs. Abelarde, no ad-
dress available.

The ship’s matron was Mrs. Susan Gerencio of |
Juneau.

On Oceangoing Vessel

By ALLAN ADASIAK
Empire Staff Reporter
Design work on a 407-foot oceangoing ferry is
under way and design on two smaller vessels will
begin “in a matter of days,” Commissioner of
Public Works George Easley said today .
Design work for the lengthening of one of the
state’s Malaspina-class vessels to 409 feet by

adding a 56-foot portion to the midsection is also
under contract, he said. y _
Phillip Spaulding and Associates of Seattle is

the firm working on the two design jobs that
have been let, Easley said.

“We should have designs completed on the
lengthening by May, and on the big ship by
June,”" Easley said

Completion of designs for the two 235-foot ves-
gels will depend on which of three bids that are
currently being analyzed is accepted, he said.

“f everything is approved, we expect to have
the large ship operating within three years, ar_ld
the smaller ones in two years,” the commus-
sioner said.

Easley said he is checking with the Federal
Highway Administration before proceeding with
design on the two smaller, Bartlett-class ferries,
since their construction is to be funded with $8
million available fo the state under the Federal
Highway Act.

Gov. William A. Egan has proposed that the
state sell the foreign-built ferry Wickersham for
an estimated $7 million to provide part of the
funding for the marine highway improvement
program he proposed. !

Egan said this weekend that he is optimistic
that the state will be able to get a congressional

00
b

waiver from the Jones Act to allow the Wicker-
sham to carry cargo and passengers between
two American ports. As a foreign-built ship she
is presently prevented from doing so.

The waiver sought by the governor would ap-
ply while a replacement vessel is under construc-
tion. with the understanding that the Wicker-
sham would be sold when the new, 407-foot Amer-
ican-built ship is ready for use. _

Egan has proposed the following expenditures
for the marine highway system:

—$17.5 million for a 407-foot oceangoing vessel
with berths for 300 persons and a capacity of 175
automobiles.

—$8 million for two 235-foot ferries that could
each carry 200 passengers and 46 automobiles.
One would replace the M.V. Bartlett on Prince
William Sound, and the Bartlett would be per-
manently assigned to the southern and western
portion of the Alaska Panhandle. The other ferry
would link communities in the northern panhan-
dle.

—$4.5 million to lengthen one of the Malaspina- |

class ferries to 409 feet by adding a 56-foot mid-
section, providing berths for an additional 200
persons and increasing her total passenger ca-
pacity to 750 persons.

—$1.5 million for new port facilities and im-

provements. :

—$4.5 million in a reserve fund for lengthening
a second Malaspina-class vessel, if and when
that is desirable.

The governor proposes to fund the total pro-
ject with $21 million in voter-approved ferry
bonds, $8 million from the Federal Highway Act
and $7 million from the sale ofthe Wickersham.

OL’ CHARL\E

o the @itor

Dear Editor:
On page 5 of your December 24, 1970 edition you

L lish~
ed a reprint from the Ketchikan Daily Newstitl);d e
"Now We Know Why. " Following this article you added
comments of your own which involved the Marine Highway
System. In your last paragraph you stated "Those

TUSTUMENA trips to Anchorage cost the State five million
dollars, "

You rather overestimated our cost of operations. The
entire operating budget for theS. W. segment of the Marine
Highway System for the current fiscal year, including both
the TUSTUMENA and BARTLETT, is $2, 324, 200.00. For
the sake of this discussion lets say the TUSTUMENA accounts
for 60% or $1, 394, 520. 00 of this amount as she is consider-
ably larger and caries a larger crew than the BARTLETT.
For further simplification I will use as a basis for prorating
cost the total hours of operations of the TUSTUMENA for
the one year period just ending which amounted to

7, 288. 92 hours on the main engines. All other system
::::a are relative to the vessels actual hours of operations
The TUSTUMENA made 33 round trips between Homer a
Anchorage between June 3 and Septegbe; 30 of 1970. Eat::c!‘:l
round trip requires 22 hours running time. Therefore a
total of 726 hours were involved in going to and from

Anchorage, 1726 is approximatel runnin
¥ 10% of the total
hours of the TUSTUMENA for last year. Applying this %

January 8, 1971

simplified form of cost accounting to the operating budget
of the TUSTUMENA of $1, 394, 520, 00 our cost of the
TUSTUMENA's trips to Anchorage would be $139, 452. 00
not $5, 000, 000, 00

During the past year we did some investigative research on
the possibilityof utilizing air cushion vehicles for the Knik

Arm crossing. We found that a vehicle capable of carrying
both vehicles and passengers have numerous operation
limitations, a very high cost of operations, at the very best
are in the advance stages of experimental development and
cost approximately $5, 000, 000. 00 each.

As you raised these points in your column we felt your
readers would be interested in our comments.

Sincerely,
(signed) Captain H. J. Lockert
Director
Ed. Note - What about the cost to Peninsula taxpayers
particularly of Kenai, Homer, Seldovia & Seward, who
were not served.
If we could afford $139, 000+ , which was apparently surpluy

why was it not used to construct proper ferry slips at
Homer and Seldovia? £

r .
Lynaen lransport, Inc.
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The Officers and Trustees i CAPTAIN RED LOCKERT
of | STATE OF ALASKA

The Lockheed Shipbuilding and Construction Company
Management Club

Cordially Invite You
to the

Annual Customer Night Dinner Meeting

to be held at

The Swedish Club
1920 Dexter North, Seattle

on

Tuesday, the Sixteenth of February
Nineteen Hundred and Seventy-One

Social Hour at Six PM. — Dinner at Seven P.M.

R.S5.V.P.
MA 3-2072 - Ext. 216
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Wickersham Sale
Measure Introduced

JUNEAU (AP) — Bills to authorize sale of the state ferry Wick-
ersham and appropriate $7 million from the general fund to ex-
pand the Marine Highway System were introduced in the House
Wednesday on behalf of Gov. William A. Egan.

One measure would authorize the Public Works Department
to enter into “any ncsssary negotiations and contracts with
any person . . . or with any foreign or domestic government” for
sale of the foreigh-builtvessel.

The measure does not mention any price for the Wickersham,
but would make the sale subjective to approval of the governor.
Egan has set $7 million as a hoped-for sale price.

Provisions of the federal Jones Act prohibits the Wickersham
from carrying passengers or freight between U.S. ports. Because
of the limitation, Egan said, the ferry loses about $500,000 per
year in revenue that otherwise would be coming to the state.

In a cover letter to House Speaker Gene Guess, Egan said the
state hopes to acquire a new ocean-going ferry and two small
vessels, lengthen two present vessels and build additional term-
inal facilities at a cost of about $37 million.

He said the costs would be covered by a $21 million bond issue, |

$9 million in federal aid and $7 million from sale of the Wicker-
sham.

““The $7 million called for in the legislation would have the ef-
fect of a supplemental appropriation,” Egan said, “‘but in fact
would be a loan from the general fund, offset by carrying the
Wickersham at that value as a capital asset. We believe the state
will be able to dispose of the Wickersham for at least the amount
of the loan."

SEATTLE-ALASKA FERRY LINK TO CONTINUE

Controversial ferry, Wickersham, will eventually be sold by Alaska Ferry Sys-

tem says Governor Egan.

SEATTLE — The Seattle-
Alaska ferry link will continue
despite waterfront rumors. Ac-
cording to Alaska’s new Gov.
William A. Egan, there is no
truth to the rumor that the serv-
ice will end. In fact, Egan un-
veiled plans last week for the

of the fleet has been throttled be-
cause of the Jones Act, and
though it filled an immediate
need for the Alaska ferries, its
restrictions have hurt the opera-
tion finaneially. She is unable to
carry passengers and cargo be-
tween two U.S. ports. The Wick-

construction of three new ferries
and eventual sale of the foreign
built ferry Wickersham to help
finance an eight year expansion
of the Alaska Marine Highway
System. The program would cost
$36 million.

In his budget message, Egan
broke down the plan as such:
$17.5 million for a new 407 foot
ocean going vessel; $8 million
total for two new 235 foot ferries;
up to $§9 million for lengthening
the Malaspina class vessels and
$1.5 million for port facilities.

The controversial Norwegian-
built Wickersham “fancy dan”

ersham, ex-Stena Britannica, is
presently registered in Panamai

$34.5 Million Plan

For Alaska Ferries

Governor William A. Egan of Alaska re-
cently announced plans for the construction
of three ferryboats for a total cost of $25.5
million. Included in the program is an ocean-
going ferry about 405 feet in length at an
estimated cost of $17.5 million, plus two small
235-foot ferries with a total cost of $8 million.

At the same time, a plan to lengthen the
Malaspina class boats at a cost of $9 million
and to sell the Norwegian-built Wickersham,
was disclosed.

A 102 POUND SALMON (ALASKAN MINNOW) is one of the featured atiractions at the State
of Alaska booth, one of the busiest places at Dallas’ Southwest Vacation and Sports Show cur-
rently underway in Dallas Memorial Auditorium. Juneau resident, Miss Ginger Johnson of the
Alaska Marine Highway System shows the big fish to a Texas small fry. Dallas-Ft. Worth res-
idents have an extremely high interest level in Alaska, and especially in an Alaskan vacation
according to the Department of Economic Development, who hopes to convert this interest
into more Alaskan tourism from the Dallas area.




Tustumena Not
Included By .-
Forest Service

v

< Wit 1 the exception of Ko-
diak state ferryboat TUS-
TUMLNA, there will be U.S,
Forest Serviee naturalists
aboard each of Alaska’s state
ferryboats to present infor-

' help interpret the passing
scene . infprmation on
| various: communities visited
by the ferry system.

) ‘The U.S. Forest Service ex-
cluded Kodiak's femyboat

| mation to the passengers and:

declared. a National

TUSTUMENA from the oth-
erwise statewide program
which includes even the
small Prince William Sound
ferryboat BARTLETT, added
to the fleet last year.

Upgrading of the Agricul-
ture Department’s U.S. For-
est Service programs and
services in the Kodiak-Afog-
nak Islands area Wwould be
assured if Afognak Island
were declared a National
Forest in its own right sep-
araté from the far-away
mainland Chugaeh National
Forest. located malnly ifl the
Prince William Sound. area,
or if Afognak Istand

Sl
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!

L
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under ithe Interior Depart-
ment jurisdicition.

You are cornlia“y invited to attend our
THIRTIETH ANNIVERSARY

Celebration.

We are having an
OPEN HOUSE

on FriLla_v, L\rlay 21st, 1971.

The Co{fee anf.]. Re[resllment Flag
will be H_ving all c{a}'.

DUWAMISH SHIPYARD, INC.
5658 West Marginal Way Southwest

i
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"Malaspina A Q

‘Smart Ferry’

1 The Alaska State ferry
| that went on from here to
| rescue survivors of the Nor-
wegian cruise liner Meteor
was selected Monday as
or2 of Seaftle's “Smart
S ips" of National Mari-
ti 1e Week,

'he ferry Malaspina was
1 ned ‘‘Smart Ferry" for
|the way she dressed ship
and general appearance on
| her Seattle call last week,
|The States Steamship Co.
(freighter Hawali was
named ‘‘Smart Cargo Lin-
| er’” of the week and the Red
iStack tug Sea Flyer was
named ‘“‘Smart Tugboat,"
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