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Trade fair was
very successful

Can Alaska find haﬁpinﬁs at a trade fair in Seattle?
“Sealaska,” the shoestring-budget Alaska travel show
that has been brightening Seattle for the past ten days, is
fuggesting a ‘‘yes" answer.
J The show, a sort of homespun
mini-tour of the frontier state, ends
| today at the Seattle Center.

Already, participants are saying
that ‘“‘Sealaska’’ has set the stage
for the proposed Klondike 72 festival

! here next summer—and future edi-
tions of “Sealaska.”

1 think it has gone very well,”
Jack Tripp, director of Alaska's
State Travel Division, said. “I'd like
to see something like this in Seattle
eyery year.

_ . “‘Qealaska,’ T believe, has done
much to improve relations between Seattle and Alaska.
That’s good.”

y Tripp, 43, who jestingly describes Alaska as “‘Seattle’s
richest suburb,” feels strongly about the need for Seattle and
Alaska to do a better job of working together for all kinds of
economic development.

“vou have a stake in our future, even as you had a
stake in our past,” he said.

“We have the resources and the energy. You have the
knowledge and the skill.” .

Jack Tripp

TOURISM WAS THE main thrust behind “Sealaska.”
Seattle is the traditional gateway to the North Country.

But Tripp cited thi surprising statistic: Only 3 per cent
of those residing in Washington ever have visited Alaska.

If inquiries at thej“Sealaska” exhibits are any indica-
tion, the percentage i:hue for a change right away.

Larry Beck, the Alaska showman who coordinated the
Alaska end of “Sealaska,” put it this way:

“We came down hére to whet peoples’ appetites for trav-
el in Alaska. And I think we succeeded. We also made a lot
of new friends.” .

Beck was proud of the teamwork shown by the Alaskan
communities and the fuality of the exhibits and entertain-

ment troupes. g

Modest as some of the booths were, they represented |
considerable expense for the small towns and countless man |

hours of volunteer labor.

«Jt was a real team effort,’”” Beck said.

“The Seattle Center facilities were excellent, and the
audiences were wonderful. We couldn’t have asked for more.

“1 feel sure that ‘Sealaska’ will be repeated.”

Not all of the effort originated in Alaska. The Washing-
ton State Chapter of the Alaksa Federation of Natives was
there with an artistic exhibit that took two months to
prepare, That display turned out to be one of the most
popular in the Flag Plaza Pavilion.

There were some sour notes in the first *‘Sealaska,” as |

expected.

Unfulfilled promises by some of the Seattle sponsors . . .
a lack of signs to guide Center visitors to the displays .. . a
few “static” booths the commercial exhibitors failed to man

for personal contact.

{ Eskimo dancers—and they long to come to Al

A

And there are some who ‘b'eiieve that t*le petroleum in- |
dustry missed an ideal” oppoftunity to tell its side of the
Alaska oil and pipeline story by not joining in the show.
Maybe next time. |

But on balance, as analysts like to say, the participants
will tell you that “Sealaska™ was a resounding success. Both
for Seattle and Alaska.

There is no estimate on the total attendance, However, |
the crowd last weekend amounted to perhaps 50,000 persons. |

The idea for “Sealaska” emerged from a committee
meeting of the Seattle Center staff last August. Louis Lar-
sen, the Center's marketing manager, a veteran of the
Seattle World's Fair administration, went to Alaska and be-
gan putting the pieces together.

WHAT LARSEN CALLS a “low budget”” was allocated
for the show. The decision was made to offer exhibit space

at no cost and to admit visitors free.

Privately, many of the Alaskans are praising Larsen for |
his perseverance and thoughtfulness under trying conditions. |

Larsen, who admits to being a new Alaska buff, re- |
sponds:

“We learned a
time."

Scenic Homer (population 1,083) on the Kenai Peninsula,
was the first community to sign up for “Sealaska.”

The mayor herself, Mrs. Hazel Heath, was on hand 1o |
help staff Homer’s booth.

“Was it worthwhile? I'll say it was,” Mrs. Heath says of
“Sealaska.”

«We came here to get across an image. A lot of people
still don't realize that Alaska isn't all ice and igloos.

lot about how to make it better next

“17’S WONDERFUL what a handshake and a smile can
accomplish.”

Here is what some of the other exhibitors are saying:

Ketchikan — “We found that people are really interested
in Alaska, and in traveling to Alaska,” said Walt Peterson, a
representative of, the Greater, Ketchikan Chamber of Com-
merce, “‘I'd say it has been a great sticcess.”

Fairbanks — ‘It was definitely worth coming here,”
said Dean Ayres, operator %f‘ a gift shop. “‘I think we've done
a good job that will feturn anyidollars to. Alaska.”

Seward — ‘‘We have talked to many people who want 10 |
visit Alaska — and some who want to live there,” said Mrs.
Linne Bardardson, of the Seward Chamber of Commerce. 1
definitely feel it was worthwhile.”

Juneau — “I believe it will pay off for Alaska,” said
Hugh (Bud) Wilson, of the Juneau Chamber of Commerce.
““There was a lot of interest . . . and 1'd like to see us do it
again.”

Haines—"It was good for Haines, but, more importantly, |
for the state as a whole," said Carl W. Heinmiller, director
of Alaska Indian Arts, Inc. “‘Some of the people in the travel
industry missed by boat by not being here. It was excellent
exposure.”

Nome—"“We found that folks were delighted to see our !
aska,” said

John Andrews, an airline tour guide from Nome. “I'm proud
of what was done here.”

Dennis Corrington, a Nome merchant, said there was an-
other dividend: The widespread Alaskans themselves formed
new bonds at between-shows gettogethers, “There were good
vibrations, you might say,” he added.

Sitka—*'1 think this will help build our tourist trade—and
hopefully will help rebuild our (fire-destroyed) St. Michael’s
Cathedral in Sitka,” said Mrs. Alice Harrigan. “T thought |

everyone did a marvelous job. It took a lot of work to get |

this all together.”

Kodiak—"Anything like this is worthwhile, especially in
improving the relationship between Seattle and Alaska,”
said Mrs. Sharon M. Leasure, formerly of Seattle, now sec-
retary of the Kodiak Area Chamber of Commerce. “The
people seemed genuinely interested in Alaska.”

The *‘Sealaska’ exhibits will be open from noon to 9p.
m. today before the curtain drops. Meanwhile, on the Food
Circus stage, the Chilkat Indian Dancers from Haines and
the Eskimo, Dangers from Nome, will perform at 12:30, 3:30
and 7:30 p; ™. e TR e #

Next: “Sealaska IL.” 4
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The northbound sailing of the
Alaska ferry, Wickersham, was
cancelled Tuesday morning, as
the ship had to go south to
Seattle for repairs.

She developed trouble with
her bow thruster propellors
while in Alaskan waters earlier
this week, so proceeded directly
for Seattle after unloading her
passengers here.

Ferry officials at the terminal
here hope the ship will be
repaired in time to resume her
schedule Friday. She had been
due to go north again at 8 a.m.

Ferry Bids

The State of Alaska; Depart-
ment of Public Works, Division
of Marine Transportation, joint-
ly with the Department of High-
ways have announced thal they
are requesting bids from ship-
wyards on a nationwide basis for
the construction of two 235 foot
diesel-powered  passenger-ve-
hicle ferries to augment their
Southeast Alaska Ferry Service. |

The vessels are to be steel, |
transversely framed of all weld-
ed construction with a full, com-
plete double bottom fitted with-
in the engine room.

The vessel will be fitted with
twin rudders and propulsion will
be by twin 2100 SHP diesel en-
gines driving twin fixed pitch
propellers through reverse re-
duction gears. The ships ser-
vice power will be provided by
two 300 KW diesel generator sets,
and emergency power will be |
provided by one 75 KW diesel
generator set.

Passenger facilities are to be
provided on the Upeer Deck and
Superstructure Deck, These [a
cilities will include an Observa
tion' Lounge, Foyer, Silting
Room, Coffee Shop with cafeter-
ia type food service. A corner
cocktail bar will be located in
the port side of the Coffee Shop.
Public toilets will be provided
on the upper deck adjacent to
the Observation Lounge

The starboard gallery deck
and navigating bridge deck
house will accommodate the
¢rew and officers. An Officers
Messroom and Crew'’s Messroom
will be provided on the Upper
Deck adjacert to the galley but

remote from the passenger area.

A Solarium will be installed on
the Sun Deck to provide a shelt-
ered, panoramic viewing area
for passengers. The Solarium
will be lighted and provided with
infared radiant heat units for
passenger comfort.

'Wickersham’ ferry
in Seattle for repairs

Tuesday and return Thursday
night.

It is estimated the huge liner
will take 22 hours to make the
trip from here to the Seattle
drydock.

The Wickersham, along with
the Matanuska and the Taku,
are on full summer schedule,
with a ferry arriving from
Alaska every day, and one
sailing every day northbound
except on Sundays.

The Alaska Ferry System’s
other ship, Malaspina, remains

on the Seattle-Ketchikan run. |

Requested

Venicie access shall be
through side doors port and star-
board in the forward part of the
vessel, and by hinged ramps al
the bow and stern. A hinged, hy-
draulically operated ‘Knight-
head Visor" type bow is to be in-
stalled. A turntable will be
mounted in the main deck lo-
cated between the two side
doors for turning heavy vehicles.

The vessels will have the fol-
lowing Principal Characteristics:
Length overall, molded 235°-9"
Length on design load

waterline 215'-0"
Length between per-

pendiculars 210°-0"
Breadth, extreme over

guards 574"
Depth, molded, to vehicle

dk at side 19'-0"
Draft, design load |

waterline 129"
Service Speed 15.5 knots

Deadweight and Capacities:
Certified passenger capacity250

Crew accommodation

capacity 23
Vehicles: Automobiles 47
Diesel Oil at

95 percent 52,500 gals.
Lub Oil 1,440 gals.

Potable water 26,660 gals.
Displacement a! design

load draft 1911 LT

The vessels, with their propell-
ing machinery, will be built un-
der special survey of the Amer-
ican Bureau of Shipping, so as
to entitle them to the highest
class for ships of this type.

They will comply with all ap- |

plicable laws of the United
States; including the U.S. Coast
Guard and the U.S. Public
Health Service.

Designers of the vessels are
Philip F. Spaulding and Assoc-
iates, division of Nickum and
Spaulding Associates, 71 Colum-
bia Street, Seattle, Washington
98104.

Shipyards interested in bid-
ding on this project are request-
ed to communicate with the nav-
al architect. One complete set of
bidding documents

furnished upon receipt of a $100:

including |
plans and specifications will be

PONDERING THE JONES ACT

Should the Jones Act be repealed?
Everytime the subject comes up there is
furor from interested parties on down
the line. Though the Jones Act has been
affective through the years, it, like every
other binding bill should have frequent
re-examination to meet the needs of the
times.

It is our opinion that a board should
be set up to study individual amend-
ments to the Jones Act without wholly
throwing out the entire act. For instance,
in individual situations in Alaska and
Hawaii where the Jones Act causes a
hardship on those states by refusing for-
eign vessels permission to carry cargo
between two domestic ports. In such
cases where these two states are isolated
from the mainland U. S. special consider-
ation should be given, unless a better
substitute is offered.

In the case of Alaska, foreign flag
cruise ships also should be made recipi-
ent of an amendment in the Jones Act
allowing them to carry tourists and se-
lected freight from any or all major U. S.
West Coast ports direct to any or all
ports of Alaska during the cruise season,
one way or round trip.

The Alaska State Ferries would not
be hurt on their Seattle-Alaska run by
such an amendment as they have been
booked solidly with passengers. The

cruise ships do not cater to the utilitari-
an traffic carried by the Alaska ferries.
Because of the Jones Act, Puget Sound
and Columbia River ports have been de-
nied millions of dollars in supply, steve-
dore and terminal money down through
the years.

These are but a few of the inequalities
the Jones Act has caused. A study of
each individual case by a capable board
would do much to streamline a bill that
has held on with bulldog teeth since 1920.

Maritime unions have fought the hard-
est to maintain the Jones Act to the let-
ter of the law, yet in many cases it is
the maritime unions that have lost a
considerable amount of money because
of it.

No major maritime nation and but
few minor nations allow foreign flag
shipping in their domestic trade. Repeal
of the Jones Act would, of course, de-
prive American flag shipping of its pro-
tection against foreign flag intervention
in the domestic trades, but also would
result in severe consequences to all in-
dustries and labor related to American
maritime affairs.

Again we do not seek abolition of the
act—only streamlining and proper
amendments at proper times.

There have been some moves in the

IN HONOR OF

REAR ADMIRAL MARK A. WHALEN

COMMANDER, WESTERN AREA, U, S. COAST GUARD

AND MRS. WHALEN

THE COMMANDER, SEVENTEENTH COAST GUARD DISTRICT

AND MRS. PALMER

REQUEST THE PLEASURE OF YOUR COMPANY

AT A RECEPTION

ON MONDAY, THE TWENTY.FOURTH OF MAY

FROM SIX TO EIGHT O'CLOCK

PALMER RESIDENCE, 526 MAIN STREET

RSVP
586.7347
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The state Department of Public
* Marine Transportation are r

Works and the Division of
equesting bids f;)sg ttl_le :e& gtlhen!ng
r ding of two state ferries in the 352-foo alaspin
b ?;?:ss? p’Igl'l;: wo%k will consist of lerggjchenlng th'e vessels b:,rf adgﬁ
" ing a new 56-foot midsection. Ac_ld:t:ona} crew’s quarters for

will be added in the new section. Existing passenger s‘tat‘;
" rooms will be removed and 90 new modular staterooms will

installed, sleeping 280 passengers. A new cafeteria, together
lvrlettl'l a new cogktgil lounge and bar, will also be provided and
existing public rooms will be modified and red_ecorated. A so-
larium will be installed on the sundeck to provide a shelgered.
panoramic view area for passengers..'l‘he solarium will be
lighted and provided with infrared radiant heat units for pas-

senger comfort.

ALASKA CALLS FOR BIDS ON TWO NEW FERRIES

| An outboard profile of the new Alaska Ferry.

|

JUNEAU — The State of Alas-
ka, Department of Public Works,
Division of Marine Transporta-
tion, jointly with the Department
of Highways have announced
that they are requesting bids
from shipyards on a nationwide
| basis for the construction of two
| 235 foot diesel-powered passen-

ger-vehicle ferries to augment
| their Southeast Alaska Ferry
| Service.
| The vessels are to be steel,
transversely framed of all welded
construction with a full, com-
| plete double bottom fitted within
the engine room.

The vessel will be fitted with
twin rudders and propulsion will
be by twin 2100 SHP diesel en-
gines driving twin fixed pitch
propellers through reverse reduc-
tion gears. The ships service

power will be provided by two
300 KW diesel generator sets,
and emergency power will be
provided by one 75 KW diesel
generator set.

Passenger facilities are to be
provided on the upper deck and
superstructure deck. These fa-
cilities will include an observa-
tion lounge, foyer, sitting room,
coffee shop with cafeteria type
food service. A corner cocktail
bar will be located in the port
side of the coffee shop. Public
toilets will be provided on the
upper deck adjacent to the ob-
servation lounge.

The starboard gallery deck
and navigating bridge deck house
will accommodate the crew and
officers. An officers’ messroom
and crew’s messroom will be pro-
vided on the upper deck adjacent
to the galley but remote from the
passenger area.

A solarium will be installed on

ALASKA FERRY

(Continued from page 3)

the sun deck to provide a shel-
tered, panoramic viewing area
for passengers. The solarium will
be lighted and provided with in-
frared radiant heat units for
passenger comfort.

Vehicle Access

Vehicle access shall be through
side doors port and starboard in
the forward part of the vessel,
and by hinged ramps at the bow
and stern. A hinged, hydraulical-
ly operated “Knighthead Visor”
type bow is to be installed. A
turntable will be mounted in the
main deck located between the
two side doors for turning heavy
vehicles.

The vessels will have the fol-
lowing principal characteristics:
length overall, molded 235’-9";
length on design load waterline
215'-0"; length between perpen-
diculars 210’-0"; breadth, ex-
treme over guards 57'-4""; depth,
molded, to vehicle dk at side 19'-

| 07': draft, design load waterline

12'-9"": service speed 15.5 knots.
Deadweight and capacities: cer-
tified passenger capacity 250;
crew accommodation capacity 23;
vehicles: automobiles 47; diesel
oil at 95% 52,500 gals.; lub oil
1,440 gals.; potable water 26,660
gals.; displacement at design load
draft 1911 LT.

The vessels, with their pro-
pelling machinery, will be built
under special survey of the Amer-
ican Bureau of Shipping, so as to
entitle them to the highest class
for ships of this type.

They will comply with all ap-
plicable laws of the U nited
States; including the U. S. Coast
Guard and the U. S. Public
Health Service.

Spaulding Design
Designers of the vessels are
Philip F. Spaulding and Associ-
ates, division of Nickum and
Spaulding Associates, 71 Colum-
bia Street, Seattle, Washington
98104,

Shipyards interested in bid-
ding on this project are request-
ed to communicate with the na-
val architect. One complete set
of bidding documents including

| plans and specifications will be
| furnished upon the receipt of a

$100. deposit which is to be re-
turned after the bid award and
the return of all plans and speci-
fications.




Maritime

Jay Wells,

Editor

Capt. Frank Huxtable,
ta Capt. Harold Payne.

Capt. Harold Payne, mas-
ter of the Alaska ferry Ma-
laspina, was presented a De-
partment of Commerce cita-
tion yesterday for rescuing
passengers of the cruise ship
Meteor, which had caught
fire while bound from Alaska
for Vancouver, B. C.

The citation was presented
on the bridge of the Malaspi-
na at Pier 48 by Capt. Frank
Huxtable, area representa-
tive of the Maritime Admin-
istration.

The citation was signed by
A. E. Gibson, assistant sec-
retary of commerce for mar-
itime affairs. It read:

“It is my privilege to com-
mend you and the crew of
the Malaspina for compe-
tence and fine seasmanship
directed to the rescue of 70
survivors of the burning M-V
Meteor in the Strait of Geor-
gia.

“In the early morning of
May 22, 1971, while en route
from Seattle to Ketchikan
vou received a distress call
from the Norwegian cruise
ship Meteor stating that she
had suffered a violent explo-
sion and was on fire apfroxi-
mately eight miles distant.

-
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Skipper honored I |

left, presented a citation

“You raced to the given
position, called the crew to
prepare lifeboats for imme-
diate launching, arrived en‘
the scene in about 25 min-
utes, and found the passen-
gers of the stricken vessel in |
lifeboats in the water.

“Your crew, in a state of |
readiness, quickly lowered
their lifeboats to the water’s
edge, transferred the passen-
gers, many of them elderly,
to the Malaspina's lifeboats
which were still on the falls,
and safely hoisted them
aboard in a matter of min-
utes.

“The crew immediately at-
tended to their needs, pro-
viding them with warm
clothing and food. This res-
cue operation was success-
fully accomplished with no
injuries and within two hours
from receiving thé SOS.

“l congratulate you and
your crew upon the perform-
ance of a service in keeping

with the highest traditions of
the United States merchant
marine, and I have directed
that a copy of this letter be
made a part of your official
record.” |

Malaspina’s Captain,
Mate Honored By USMA

The Captain and first mate of the MV Malaspina have been commended by the U.S. Mari-
time Administration for their efforts in the rescue of 70 survivors of the MV Meteor which
burned last May in the Georgia Strait.

Captain Harold Payne and First Mate Walt Jackinsky were honored in a ceremony in Seattle
Friday. Capt. Frank Huxtable of the Maritime Administration read the citation which tells of
the State ferry officers’ action.

“You raced to the given position, called the crew to prepare lifeboats for immediate launch-
ing, arrived on the scene in about 25 minutes and dound the passengers of the stricken vessel
in lifeboats in the water.

“Your crew, in a state of readiness, quickly lowered the lifeboats which were still on the
falls, and safely hoisted them abvard in a matter of minutes . . .

“This rescue operation was successfully accomplished with no injuries within two hours of

receiving the SOS."

The ceremony took place in the wheelhouse of the Malaspina shortly before loading for its

regular run north.

Two Ferry Officers Cited

Their Boat Saved 70 on Burning Ship in B.C.

BY GEORGE FOSTER

Master and first mate of
the Alaska State ferry M-V
Malaspina stood before the
brass telegraph in the ship’s
wheelhouse yesterday while
Capt. Frank Huxtable of the
U.S. Maritime Administra-
tion read the citation.

“It is my privilege to
commend you and the crew
of the Malaspina for compe-
fence and fine seamanship
directed to the rescue of 70
survivors of the burning MV
Meteor in the Georgia
Strait,” the document start-
ed.

The fire that broke out on
board the Meteor off the
British Columbia mainland
the morning of May 22
eventually claimed the lives
of 33 crew members.

The streamlined ferry
was on her way from Seat-
tle to Ketchikan when the
distress call was received.

First Mate Walt Jackin-
sky of the Malaspina made
this notation in the ship’s
log that morning:

#0326 hours received May-
day of MV Meteor 10 miles
north of Sister Islands
(Georgia Strait) . Pro-

ceeding 0347, MV Meteor |

one mile ahead . . ."

The Maritime Adminis-
tration’s citation to the fer-
ry’s skipper, Capt. Harold
Payne of Seatfie, told the
rest of the story:

“You raced to the given
position, called the crew to
prepare lifeboats for imme-
diate launching, arrived on
the scene in about 25 min-
utes and found the passen-

HAROLD PAYNE
Captain of the Malaspina

gers of the stricken vessel
in lifeboats in the water.
“Your crew, in a state of

Capt. Harold Payne, master of the

Alaska ferry,

Malaspina, winner of
the “Smart Ship Award” for National
Maritime week in the ferry

poses with Maritime Princess Peggy

—P-1 Photes.
WALT JACKINSKY

First mate on ferry

readiness, quickly lowered
the lifeboats which were
still on the falls, and safely

class,

Del Giorno, sponsored by the Alaska
Marine Highway System and an em-|
ployee of same. Bob Stearns photo.

hoisted them aboard in a
matter of minutes . ..”

“This rescue operation
was successfully accom-
plished with no injuries
within two hours of receiv-
ing the SOS.”

Capt. Huxtable read the
last paragraph of the ci-
tation, making reference to
“the highest traditions of
the United States Merchant
Marine” and he and the
master and first mate ex-
changed the customary
handshakes.

Passengers, campers and
freight trucks were board-
ing the Malispina as the
brief ceremony came fo a
close. Within an hour the
vessel steamed out of Pier
48 into Elliot Bay on an-
other weekly run to points
north.

SPECIAL
SAILING

“The M-V Chilkat is making a
special sailing from Auke Bay to
Haines" announced Captain red
Lockert, Director of the Division
of Marine Transportation, De-
partment of Public Works.

The Chilkat is making the trip
to Haines to relieve the backlog
of approximately thirty cars
destined for Juneau.

The Chilkat will return to Ju-
neau at 1:00 p.m. Tuesday. If fu-
ture trips are necessary sailing
times will be announced. Service
to Hoonah will not be interupted.
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'| CAPT. HAROLD PAYNE
| HONORED BY GOVERNOR

| JUNEAU — Capt. Harold
Payne of the Alaska Ferry, Mal-
aspina, has received an Award of
Commendation from Governor
William A. Egan for assistance
rendered by the Malaspina in
response to a distress call from
the Norwegian Motor Vessel
Meteor on May 21, 1971. The
| Malaspina responded to a may-
day call from the burning vessel,
| and stood by to receive 66 pas-
sengers and four crew members,
transporting them to their des-
tination at Vancouver. B. C.
“Captain Harold Payne and
the crew of the MV Malaspina
'are to be commended for excep-
| tional dedication to their profes-
sion as mariners in effecting res-
cue and assistance to the crew
land passengers of the Meteor™
Governor Egan said. “Such
| prompt, unhesitating action con-
|ceivably saved the lives of 70
' people from seven nations. I join
\other state officials and the citi-
' zens of Alaska who are proud to
have in the service of the state
men of such dedication,” Egan
'said.
Captain Payne received the en-
graved award and a certificate
commending captain and crew
of the Malaspina during a sched-
‘uled stop of the vessel at Juneau.
| Wes Coyner, Executive Assistant
'to Governor Egan, presented the
‘award for the Governor. Com-
missioner George Easley of the
Department of Public Works,
Mrs. Easley, and HerbertJ. Lock-
ert, Director of the Division of
Marine Transportation, wit-
nessed the presentation.
Distress Call Received
The Malaspina was approxi-

mately 60 miles north of Van-
couver, B.C., when it received the
distress call from the Meteor. At
| Captain Payne’s directions the
' Malaspina maintained radio
'watch on VHF Channel 6 in ad-
'dition to maintaining a radio
| watch on the International Dis-
'tress Frequency. The Meteor
broadcast her mayday on VHF
| Channel 6. Had only the Inter-
| national Distress Frequency
been monitored, as required by
law, the distress call would not

have been heard by the Malas-
pina.
Proceeding to the stricken ves-
' sel at top speed, the Malaspina
stood by to render assistance.
Utilizing its lifeboats and boat
davits to board the Meteor’s pas-
sengers, Captain Payne boarded
them, many being elderly people,
without use of a Jacobs ladder.
Food, clothing, and comfort was
provided to the rescued passen-
gers whose only possessions were
the clothes they were wearing.

3S.E Alaska
ferries fo be
‘ made bigger

| /'Southeastern Alaska's
| three Malaspina-class ferries
are going to be enlarged to
CArTYy more passengers.

The Division of Marine
| Transportation of the Alaska
| Department of Public Works
announced today it is re-
questing bids from West
Coast shipyards for the
| lengthening and upgrading
| of two of the vessels. The

third will be modified under

a separate contract later.

The ships, all of which
serve Seattle at various
times, are the Malaspina,
Matanuska and Taku. The
Malaspina is on the Seattle
run at present, coming here
every Friday.

The vessels now are 352
feet long. Under the pro-
posed contracts they will be
cut in two and a 56-foot mid-
body section inserted.

The certified passenger ca-
| pacity of each vessel, now
| 500, will be increased to 750

Existing staterooms will
be removed and 80 new

| staterooms will be installed,
providing sleeping accommo-
dations for 280 passengers.
[ Only 100 can be accommo-
| dated now.

At present the ships carry
|l{)9 automobiles. Enlarged,

they will carry 134.

Quarters for 20 additional
| crew members will be add-
| ed, Each vessel now has ac-

commodations for a crew of

42,

A new cafeteria, together
with a cocktail lounge and
bar, will be added. A solar-
jum ‘Wwill be built on the sun-
deck to'provide a sheltered,
panoramic view area for
passengers.

| The designer of the vessels
| is Philip F. Spaulding & As-
sociates, Division of Nickum

& Spaulding Associates,

Seattle.

MONDAY, AUGUST 2, 1971

WICK.ERSHAM TALKS--Alaskan officials met with representatives of the Coast Guard recent-
ly to discuss the state ferry Wickersham and the Coast Guard’s position on it. At the meeting in
U.S. Sen. Ted Stev_ens' office in Washington, from left, were Coast Guard Cdr. T.R. Thompson
Sen. Stevens, marine architect Philip F. Spaulding of Seattle, Capt. H.J. Lockert of the stel;
f.erry system, Emanuel Rouvelas of Sen. Warren Magnuson’s staff and Coast Guard Capt. wil-
liam Benkert. Under a bill introduced by Sen. Stevens, the state would be able to operate the
Wickersham between Alaskan ports until an American replacement is built.

o
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Special

Captain H. J. Lockert, direc-
i tor of the Division of Marine
Transportation, Department of
| Public Works announced today
that the MV Wickersham will
| make two special sailings from
i Juneau in September.
Last year's highly successful
excursion to Tracy Arm will be
| repeated offering the passenger
| a close view of a valley carved
| by ice, with steep cliffs, glaciers,
| floating ice bergs, seals and an
| occasional mountain goat. The
[ MV Wickersham will depart the
| Juneau City terminal Sunday,
September 12, 9:00 am. and re-

Sailings

turn at 7:00 p.m. the same evel
ing.

The second cruise to Glacie
Bay offers a spectacular show
geologic forces in action actio
as water undermines the ic
fronts and great blocks of ic
up to 200 feet high break loos
_and plummet into the sea crea
ing huge waves and filling th
narrow inlets with massive ic
bergs. The MV Wickersham wi
depart eht Auke Bay termin:
Tuesday, September 14, 9:(
am. and will return at 10:
p.m. the same evening.

The adult fare for these excu
sions will be $15.00. Children 6 |

| 12 are half fare and childre

under 6 free Staterooms an
berths for the trips will be th
same as one way Juneau |
Haines. Food and beverage ar
not included in the fare. Hov
ever, for the convenience of tk
passengers a buffet will be ser
ed in the main dining room.

Reservations for both excu
sions may be made through yot
local travel agent or the Alask

| Marine Highway offices,

Reservations will be confirn
ed by actual purchase of a tick
only.
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I MARINE HIGHWAY REPORT

JUNEAU — The Alaska Ma-
|rine Highway System director
Herbert J. Lockert said recently
that an analysis of the state’s fer-
ry traffic and future needs by an
Anchorage consulting firm won’t
be completed till mid-January.

Lockert said the delay in re-
ceipt of the study by Bomhoff
and Associates could lead in
turn to slowdowns in planning
for expanded facilities in S. E.
| Alaska.

WISCO ACCEPTS FERRY

" PORTLAND — The 352-foot
Alaska ferry, Malaspina has ar-
rived at Willamette Iron & Steel
Co. to be lengthened by 56 feet
to 408 feet under a $6 million
contract. The vessel will be cut
in two and a new midsection in-
serted. Much of the work will be
done at the Swan Island docks.
| Passenger capacity will be in-
l creased to 750.







DON PAGE |
Bigger, Better
Alaska Ships |

Bigger and better Alaska ships will be sailing out of

Puget Sound, and very possibly they’ll be built here un-

der a $37 million program that Alaska State Ferries is

just starting to toll. Alaska’s Marine
'!I‘ransportation Division already has .
called for bids on a pair of new 235-foot  Marine
ferries for feeder ser\éice £rqx_]1]11 tog{l& ;11;:

ig, Klowacken and, possibly, !
g::ﬁglegit Alaska. The gt.;ite also has called for blds-t:::
jumboize two of the three Malaspina-Class “blue boats.

That's probably a $19 or $20 million program for
starters, 'helf]ore thg state gets around to building a 408-
foot replacement for the Wickersham, the foreign glam-
our ship of its Southeast Alaska fleet.

: THE MALASPINA-CLASS blue boats sails
out ngsEegge every Friday, from Pier 48 for Southeast
Alaska ports. The Wickersham sails out of Seattle only in
the off-season. but her successor appears heautifully de-
signed to serve Alaska's tourist trade year-round from a
southern pickup terminal at Seattle. Seattle-Alaska serv-
ice was Gov. Walter Hickel's tream for the Wml;ersham,
but as a foreign-built ship, the Wickersham is tied down
by federal laws that permit only U.S. flag ships to carry
passengers or cargo between two American polrts. A

So the new Alaska governor, Bill Eagan, plans to se
the Wickersham to raise part of the cash Alaska needs to
build a new superferry that can haul passengers any-
place she needs to.

THE WICKERSHAM was practically a new ship
when she was purchased in Sweden three years ago as
the Stena Britannica, and she’s still a fine vessel. Alaska
paid $7 million for the Scandinavian ship and has put
another million into improving her. The state hopes to
get $7 million, It will need the cash if it's to build a
successor at the estimated cost of $17 million, plus the
rest of its $37 million program. Alaska residents came
up with a big chunk of the budget when they approved a
$21 million bond issue at the last election. : :

Federal highway funds will help feed the kitty. Like
Washington's ferries, Alaska’s ferries are logical exten-
sion of the state highway systems. In deference to !hat
fact, Alaska call its ferries the ‘“Alaska Marine High-
way System."” That name sounds sort of pondorons and
not so colorful as the Alaska Ferry System. But when $9
million of highway money is helping support the boats,
who can quarrel with whatever the sourdoughs want to
call their offshore highway?

FERRYBOAT CONSTRUCTION, overhaul and repair
has totaled up the past 10 years to a neat chunk of the
support money that we accept gratefully from the 49th
state. The blue boats of the Malaspina class were built
here in the early 1960s at a total cost of $10.5 million.
Units of the Alaska ferry fleet winter here. Almost all
their overhaul and repair is done here.

With a customer like that, the Port of Seattle can’t
regret splurging a little more money on the Pier 48
Alaska Ferry Terminal than we're likely fo get back in
revenue for a good many years,

A SOLID SHARE of the genius that ties the Alaska
| Ferries to Puget Sound lies in the naval architect offices
of Nickum & Spaulding Associates at 71 Columbia St.
Spaulding’s office designed the original Alaska ferries,
and since recent merger with the Nickum company, he
continues fo serve his satisfied Alaska customer. It was
Spaulding who designed the 235-foot feeder ferries that
went out for bid the first of this month and the jum-
?oliezrm blue hoats that went out to shipyards a few days
| later.

__The smaller ferries probably will cost around $4.5
million apiece. Bidding on them is nationwide, and
they 1l probably be built on the East or Gulf coast, where
costs are lower, Some lucky shipyard probably will earn
ahout $5 million a vessel for slipping a new 56-foot mid-
body into the 352-foot Malaspina class boats, increasing
passenger sleeping accommodations from the present 100
{to 280 and generally spiffing up the blue boats. This
| “stretch-out™ contract is let only coastwide and, histuri-l

cally, Seattle yards will sharpen their pencils to kee
this fraditional, profitable businss. i

plans for his masterpiece, the 408-foot superferry that

SOMEPLACE ON SPAULDING'S drawing board are .___.-

will succeed the Wickersham. The new $17 million beau- \ A =% -~ il ™~ I\AZ T\ / 1 1~
ty which, possible, could be built at a Puget Sound yard |, v Y. [ [0 IO | LI IV O Y LU
and, God and Alaska willing, could call regularly on el /

Puget Sound as the finest passenger vessel ever to sail |-~ ? | 77

regularly between Seattle and the “marine highway” o aley ~NN “CH
1 e —- 1L y E\ " LW 4
ports of Alaska. | o Yoo e U (AW, PAN P | B
plans for the Alaska| a— W
A Ty 'n' i e overwheimmngs
ﬁu FrOm . h_'h il .j'l," high bids, we were forced to
had to be revised Decause Dbids|. . . . waection of a second
} The received for the construction of| ;. '  in order Yo éivid
| new vessels and lengthening of| . n Program W '.‘.!‘.:.'I'n
! helmingly exceed- approved hy'ﬂ

and he Legislature,!

e ' vailab [ |
vad arcni it volers L FLLLE b FY L
or William A. Egan sald today.)| ¢overnor Fean said.
| - The revised plans provide for| «j{gwever, we Mave Dbeen able
AT COTIER

etion of two wvessels, the|; aecomplish  other necessary

hening and refunbi r of | cost rvedinetic maninly b elimin

PRESS t dditional dock Tacils| ntine I 1 which, though Jdis

l TIME | ities at several Southeastern come| niralile from the standpoint of his
NEW ALASKA FERRIES? ol - Tl ey

JUNEAU — The bids were so (WO TIow Vi ¢ of the Tengil-
excessive on the construction of | encd and vefu wed whip!

two 235 foot shuttle ferries for < i - Y

the Alaska Ferry System that Fedelal nghway ry Wickey.
ferry line officials are evaluating | Funds Could Be : ubed Dy fuf.
the situation with possible al- : nperating
ternatives of only building one Made Available ts

or throwing out all of the bids.
They will make up their minds
within 30 days according to Capt.
| Wm. Bendisen (Seattle), marine
superintendent for the big blue
fleet.

It was understood that Phil }

Alaska’s Marine Highway LS OTES
System would be eligible for a
| bigger share of federal funds un-
der a bill that has been co-spon-
sored by Senator Stevens.

Under the measure--spon- ks
sored by Hawaii Sen. Daniel In- : 1 =
ouye--non-contiguous states (Alas- | . ; o die L
in Juneau this week discussing ‘ka and Hawaii) would be permit- | crmng o

Spaulding of Nickum & Spauld-
| ing, Seattle naval architects, was

alternatives and revisions with |ted to use federal highway funds , idasction dk

Alaska Marine Highway officials. | |to meet unique transportation , ol, Snereage
Bids were earlier announced | needs. T

on the stretching of the existing Alaska was successful last Governo pimulated tha

Folrtel: year in obtaining $20 million in 7 aillio on program iy

\interstate highway funds for the | utilizi m in bonds ap-

Alaskan ferry system. This meas- proved by. voters in Novembsy

'ure would allow Alaska to use fed- of
eral highway and interstate high- i
way funds on a permanent basis. lion

i aid

| WISCO LOW BIDDER ON
FERRY STRETCH JOBS

nmed from eventual

JUNEAU — Willamette Iron | Stevens said Alaska has |sale of the Wickersham after the
& Steel Co., Portland, Ore., is the lmany problems that states in the [new 418-foot vessel is completed
low bidder for the stretching of |Lower 48 do not. Among them |The high bids, received several
the Alaska state ferries. is the maintenance of the state exceeded architect’s
Wisco bid $6,165,000 on a con- ferry system as a link in its road i the two 235-foot
tract for lengthening one ferry, | network. the
and $12,788,000 on a contract “Our state’s Marine High- [Ject ni
for lengthening two. systems--is truly an extension of @ |fersham replaicement is now esti-
The lengthening of Malaspina | our highways,”* he observed. [matec ‘to expeed original esfi:
class vessels is part of Alaska | “It provides a vital link [l™ates by 3 million. &
State’s long range plan for mod- |between the West Coast and Arc-
ernizing and expanding the ca- |tic Alaska. In many Southeastern
pacity of the state’s ferry system. Alaskan communities, the ferry
Alaska’s Governor Egan said = |system provides the only method /‘E.f!"" o
| the project would add 56 feet to of surface transportation.” s ot
| the midsection of the vessels, in- | Although financed in the The State Public Worke
creasing the overall length to main by Alaskans, the Marine e , Al
408 feet and increasing by more Highway System provides a ser- E ek tah itn e
than 200 the passenger capacity vice for travelers and shippers i 3 Rup
| of each ship, bringing them up = |from other states, the Senator following i overhal
to 750 and the vehicle capacity said. | in Ses i is
from 105 to 183 per ferry. “The Marine Highway sys- now In S -
Other bidders in order for the = tem is an integral part of Alaska's erhaul, s

job were Todd Shipyards Corp.,  |road network and of the inter-
Seattle, $7,225,000 and state highway system and should gl <
$14,275,000 and Lockheed |be treated as such,” he said. “This for lengihe:
$7,499,000 and $14,964,820. bill should enable us to do that.”




The City of Anchorage and the Greater Anchor-
age Chamber of Commerce were well-represent-
ed on the mini-cruise from Anchorage to the
Cook Inlet oil platforms Sunday. Shown are,
from left, standing are Russell Hoehn, chamber
president and president of Sea-Land for Alaska;

g o g
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m ports.

CITY AND CHAMBER ARE WELL REPRESENTED

But Kgan said the high bids

o

Mayor George Sullivan; and Capt. H. J. “Red”
Lockert, director of the state’s marine transpor-
tation system; seated, Mrs. Claire Banks, Mrs.
Hoehn and Claire Banks, executive director of
the Anchorage Chamber.
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It also included lengthening o for the two small ferries
of one Malaspina Class ferry, and lengthening 3 he
1d tion of additional said, exceeded by
ock facilities at several south- $55 million. Ir he

said, the Wicl
ment ship now

n replace-

ated to

I5 C§

. iy 5 exceed original eslimates by
G ¢l the state Lo postpone » 25 |
) anyiomily - '{:' : about $3 million,
0 n struction ol one of (the Stat Voters baTored $21
Fanl MR 1 T olale bers appr L by A
Dartlett Class, and one 418 feel 5 ferries and cancel addi- b E . -
Dartlett lass, and one 4 [ [ T I nd « i |'| million ‘in. bands for the ke

long LO reg he Wickersham,

“which, though

1 of [eatures to other vessels

pansion program in 1970. An-

which o ope desirable from ! s Sl ;
X y ner $9 million was to come

directly between American ports  the standpoint of increased lux- other 39 Bk N
direculy | V . ! e stancpoil from the federal government
seause of federal restrictions. ry. will not diminish the serv- S = S SLyieek
because of leder esLr }J:;,:.-“;li}.l\:_n (:r s Cr_'l.l with $1 million acq_um:-d
g g i through sale of the Wicker-

Bids received several weeks sham,

Ferry Offers Lively One-Day Tour
Of Cook Inlet

——

Tustumena

Takes 171 |
To Qil Field |

The Alaska state ferry, ?
Tustumena, recorded its 300th |
cruise Sunday with an |
eight-hour round-trip
excursion from the Port of
Anchorage to the Cook Inlet
oil platforms.

|
State and local government |
officials, plus numerous |
members of the travel
industry, made up most of the |
171 passengers, Host for the |
trip was state commissioner of | |
|
|

public works, George Easley. |

The Tustumena regularly

docks at the Port of’ |
Anchorage during the summer f
when it offers round-trip '
cruises to Kodiak each
weekend. The ship has a
glassed-in solarium on the top
deck, staterooms, space for
vehicles and numerous seating
areas including a restuarant
and bar.

|

The day-long excursion |
followed a charter trip the
evening for a shipboard party
for members of the Anchorage
chapter of the Skaal Club
International, an orginization g
for sales executives in the
travel industry. 1

Other  passengers not
pictured on this page included I
Mrs. George Easley and her
mother, Mrs. Margaret
Vollartsen; Rep. Willard
Bowman, D-Anchorage, and
his wife; Rep. Mike Rose,
D-Anchorage; Rep. Genie
Chance, D-Anchorage, now ="
married to Bill Boardman of
Ketchikan; Mrs. Jack Lintton;

Also, Robert Dwyre, new
deputy commissioner of
public works; Capt. Victor
Schmidt, new director of the
state Division of Aviation;
Jack Peck, director of
Anchorage International
Airport; Mr. and Mrs. Marshall
Lovett; and Carl Matheson,
consultant to the public works
department.

One feature of the trip wasa
performance by the singing
husband and wife team who i
appear nightly at the Captain
Cook Hotel, Bill Robertson 1

|

and his wife Danielle,




POLITICAL FRIENDS GATHER ON SHIP

Rep, Helen Fischer, D-Anchorage,
center, and Bruce Kendall, former
Anchorage legislator, enjoyed a
portion of the one-day ferry cruise
with the wives of two Anchorage

legislators — Mrs. John Rader,
left, whose husband is a Democrat-
ic senator and Mrs. Cliff Groh, wife
of a Republican senator.

ALOVELY WAY TO SPEND THE DAY

Launched at 10 a.m. Sunday, the
cruise from the Port of Anchorage
out to the Cook Inlet oil field of-
fered impressive views of the
mountain ranges, buffet luncheon
and a singing performance in the

GREAT VIEW

Numerous guests on
the one-day cruise
took advantage of the
solarium

where they could view
the spectacular Alas-
kan scenery, including
the Inlet oil platforms
off to the right. Open

| top-deck

LEGISLATORS CHAT WITH BOROUGH CHAIRMAN

. Mike Coletta, left, and Sen, cruise. Rettig was walking w:th a
ggg Retltig. both Republicans from cane as a result of severely twist-

i te legislature, ing his ankle and pulling many liga- |
%ﬁhﬁ{? ?Itlj?n:h:s?:lind. (gi:lainnan ments when thrown from a tracked ‘ on one end, the solar-
of the Greater Anchorage Aree vehicle about six weeks ago while }u?t {Jsl ke::t at a ctom-
Borough during the Cook Inle! on a hunting trip. pest A bo able ‘temperature
{ by overhead heating

\ lamps. s

forward lounge. Among the guests
were, from left, Mrs. George
Sullivan, wife of Anchorage’s may-
or; Bob Sharp, Anchorage city
manager, and his wife, Mrs.
Sharp.

Willamette Iron & Steel
Apparent Low Bidder

| Bids for lengthening and upgrad-

| ing two 352-foot ferries for Alaska’s
Department of Public Works, Divi-

| sion of Marine Transportation, were

| received last August. The apparent
low bid of $6,165,000 for lengthen-
ing one ferry and $12,783.000 for
work on two ferries, was made by
Willamette Iron & Steel Co. of Port-
land, Ore.



WILLIAM A.EGAN

STATE OF ALASKA
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

JUNEAU

October 20, 1971

Mr. Herbert J. Lockert
133 Behrends Avenue
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Red:

Neva and I are deeply grateful for the part
you played in making a wonderful success of
the recent celebration of my birthday.

To us, it will be a long and gratefully
remembered event. We were very touched \ ‘
and moved by the honor paid us by fellow ’ |
Alaskans and long-time cherished friends, |
and it was rewarding to be among so many
dedicated people who are working for the
good of our State.

Your encouragement and trust are greatly
appreciated.

Sincerely,

William A. Egan
Governor







11..
-

Lk,

KETCHIKAN (P—The re-
ement ferry for the vessel
kersham has been de-
ed by the state Transport
lision’s director as the “top
he line” of an expanded
ine highway system.

Mapt. Herbert J. Lockert
the Local Government
BOffcrence of the Alaska
icipal League the new
foot ferry will cruise at 21
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ERT said the ferfgs = -

million above architects’ esti-
mates.

lockert said, would hold about

235-foot Bartlett class, he said,

commissioner, outlined for the
league modified marine high-

way expansion plans necess-

itated by bids totaling $5.5

The replacement vessel,

1,000 passengers, with sleeping

accomodations for 324 per-
sons.

A SMALLER vessel of the

e et ou o0 bid

CAPTATIN LOCKERT

DEPT. OF PUBLIC WORKS
STATE OF ALASKA

g Repliacement Of WiCkeféL‘élﬁ Is

mobiles and 250 persons, and
will cruise at 15.5 knots.

Original expansion plans in-
cluded construction of two of
the smaller ferries, Easley said,
but the high bids forced tem-
porary scrapping of plans for
one craft,

Lockert said a “stretched

out” Malaspina would be 408
feet long, with car deck capa-
city increased by 28 per cent

3

e Wisk

increased from 95 to 288 siofs,:
he said. :

EASLEY said
studies conducted for the sys-

‘greatest of any other s

th of operation. Al
,000 passengers were ¢
iring the month, he sait
‘The $37 million
pgram is being fir
pected to result in
ersham, a

feasibilitw

ferries would be carrying 46,
000 passengzrs and 13,000 we
operation. But he said the ¢
mate was exceeded in the
year of operation when |
000 passengers and 16,00
hicles by the fourth ye
hicles were carried.

Traffic and revenue in July
this year, Easley said, w
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Top Goal Of Transportation Dept.

KETCHIKAN, Alaska
— Capt. Herbert J. Lockert,
state Transportation Division
director, has described the re-

(AP) |

placement ferry for the Wicker- |

sham as the “top of the line.”

Lockert said the new 41—
foot ferry, flagship on the
state’s expanded marine high-
way system, will cruise at 21
knots with engines producing
18,000 horsepower alang two
propellor shafts.

He described the vessel Fri:

day at the' local government |
conference of the Alaska Mu- |
| the fourth year of operation.

nicipal League:

Lockert and George W. Eas- |

ley, state public works commis-
sioner, outlined for the league
modified marine highway ex-
pansion plans necessitated by

‘bids totalling $5.5 million above |

architects's estimates.

The replacement  vessel,
Lockert said, would hold about
11,000 passengers, with sleeping
accomodations for 324 persons.

A smaller vessel of the 235-

foot Bartlett Class, he said,

would be let out for bid in
about 10 days. It is planned to |

hold 46 american sized automo-

biles and 250 persons, and will |

cruise at 15.5 knots. .
Original expansion plans in-

cluded construction of two of

the smaller ferries, KEasley

said, but the high bids forced l
temporary scrapping of plans

for one craft,

Lockert said a ‘'stretched |
out” Malaspina would be 408
feet long, with car deck capac-

ity increased by 28 per cent by
addition of 56 more feet to her
length. Berthage will be in-
creased from 95 to 288 slots, he
said. {1 _
Easley said feasibility studies
conducted for the system be-
fore 1963 projected the ferries
would be carrying 46,000 pas-
sengers and 13,000 vehicles by

o —

But, he said, the estimate was
exceeded in the first year of op-
eration when 84,000 passengers
and 16,000 vehicles were car-
ried.

Traffic and revenue in July
of this year, Easley said, were
the greatest of any other single
month of operation. About 42,-

000 passengers -were carried |

during the month, he said.

The $37 million expansion
program is being financed by
state, federal and other funds
expected to result in sale of the
Wickersham, a vessel pre-
cluded by federal regulations
from sailing between american
ports.
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A smaller vessel of the 25-
foot Bartlett Class, he said,
would be let out for bid in
about 10 days. It is planned to
hold 46 American sized autom
biles and 250 persons.
Original expansion plans in-
cluded constructien of two of
the smaller ferries, Easley
said, but the high bids forced
temporary scrapping of plans
for one craft.

Lockert said a “stretched
out” Malaspina would be 408
feet long, with car deck capac-
ity increased by 2 per cent by
addition of 56 more feet to her
length. Berthage will be in-
creased from % to 28 slots, he
said.

Easley said feasibility studies |
conducted for the system be- I'
fore 1983 projected the ferries
would be earrying 46 000 pas-
sengers and 13,000 vehicles by|
the fourth year of operation.
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Taku Overhaul

The State Public Works Depart-
ment says the Alaska Ferry
Taku was to resume its regular
schedule from Prince Rupert,
| B.C, following an annual

overhaul,

Spokesman said the ferry
Matanuska was to leave for its
overhaul in Seattle today for a
Dec. 31 return to service, while
the Malaspina goes to Portland
for lengthening. |

Capt. H. J. Lockert said the!
annual overhaul time had been
cut in half this year to enable
the system to provide regular
winter service while the Malas-
pina was being expanded.

When completed, the malas-
pina will be 408 feet long—an
increase of 56 feet—with 28 per
cent more car deck capacityl

| and 193 more berths.

Wickie Waiver

|

KETCHIKAN, Alaska (AP)
— A hearing has been sched-
uled for Dec. 8 in Washington,
D.C., on legislation to grant a
Jones Act waiver for the
Alaska Ferry Wickersham, ac-
cording to Rep. Nick Begich, D-|
Alaska. |
Begich made the announce-
ment here Saturday during the|

first part of a five-day tour of

the state. He said Rep. Ed Gar-

matz, D-Maryland, chairman of

the House Merchant Marine
and Fisheries Committee, has

scheduled the hearing.
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But, he said, the estimate was

mo-

exceeded in the first year of op-
eration when 84 000 passengers
and 16000 vehicles were car-
ried.

Traffic and revenue in July

of this year, Easley said, were
the greatest of any other single
month of operation. About 42,
000 passengers were carried
during the month, he said.

The million ansi

£31)

program is being financed by
state, federal and other funds

T







Alaska Revises Ferry Plans =

Expansion plans for the Alas-
ka Marine Highway System have
had to be revised because bids
received for the construction of
new vessels and lengthening of
another overwhelmingly exceed-
ed architect’'s estimates.

The revised plans provide for
construction of two vessels, the
lengthening and refurbishing of
a third, and additional dock fa-
cilities at several Southeastern
communities.

“Because of the overwhelm-
ingly high bids, we were forced
to forego construction of a sec-
ond smaller vessel in order to
carry out the expansion pro-
gram Wwithin available funding
approved by voters and the Leg-
islature,”” Alaska Governor
Egan said.

“*However, we have been able
to accomplish other necessary
cost reductions mainly by elim-
‘inating features which, though
desirable from the standpoint of
increased luxury, will not dimin-
ish the original serviceability of
the two vessels or of the length-
ened and refurbished ship.”

The large, new, 418-foot vessel
will replace the ferry Wicker- |
sham, which is precluded by fed-
eral restrictions from operating |
directly between American ports
because it is foreign built, Be-
cause of this, the Wickersham’s
use is limited to a run between |
Prince Rupert, B.C., and South- |
eastern Alaska ports and it is es-
timated about $500,000 a year in|
potential revenue is lost,

The new smaller ferry, a 235-|

|

RELIEVE BARTLETT |
The M/V TUSTUME
dapart wember 24 for Seattle
C Lnc o [S§ | the bow
ﬁirll ia s and f\'_‘f gen- |

eral n vhe ship will |
réturn to seivice by Decembe |
31.

'I'he early departure of the
TUSTUMENA will delay the M/- |

v L“‘il\ TLETT's annual
until January 1.

The TUSTY is scl
iathe BARTLETT while she
he TUSTY's ex

reiigy

is in drydock.

tended service will cover the Sew
ard-Cordova-Valdez schedule fr-
Om U_‘l._ .‘E..: _"._‘."."' t0 rr:,'__ _‘, .;"' .__: 1:_
tion to the ragular Seward-Kod- |

jak-Saldovia-Homer service.

The BARTLETT will r:.-ill';*.‘

foot vessel, will be used to in-
crease service to several smail
Southeastern communities.

The lengthening project will
add 56 feet to the midsection of
a Malaspina class wvessel, in-
creasing it to 408 feet, |

Governor Egan formulated the
$37 million expansion program
by utilizing $21 million in bonds
approved by voters in November
of 1970, $9 million in federal aid
to highway funds, and $7 million
programmed from eventual sale |
of the Wickersham after the new
418-foot vessel is completed. The
high bids, received several
weeks ago, exceeded architect’s |
estimates for the two 235-foot |
vessels and the lengthening proj-
ect by $5.5 million, and the Wick- |
ersham replacement is now esti-
mated to exceed original esti- |
mates by $3 million.

)
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The ferry Wickersham |
remained al Ketchikan terminal |
a couple of hours while the crew |
remedied an engine problem
during its slop en route to Prince
Rupert last night, according to
Capt. Herbert Lockert of the |

‘Minor ! ngine ‘l
|

division of marine trans-|
portation.
Capt. Lockert said he did not

know of what he
beli
cylinder wall.
repair the leak

was here, but

'\t\] was a mine Of lf_-'.l\ in a
It was decided to
while the vessel

he

said the

inconvenienc

ferry te
were not avail
to provide
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When the Alaska State| depart November 24 for
Ferry, TUSTUN which Seattle to undergo repairs
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's marine high-

way needs, arrives in Seattle bl]{z‘-‘l‘f‘ and for general
for it’s annual overhaul, a m'“m“l‘i‘ nce. The ship will
brand nev 1.01 Jlffu king eturn to service by Dac-
crab will be ember 31,

efeh, which l The early (?(_‘}a‘_]'[flll‘_ of
Guy Powell : the TUSTUMENA will de-

Dept

pr

of Fish and Game, was

lay the BARTLETT's

an-

: nual overhaul until Janu-
2| arv 1, 1972,

The TUSTUMENA is se-

heduled to relieve the

B \F{LIT‘ I'T" while she is in

drydock. The TUSTUME-

NA’s extended sorvice will

cover the Seward -Cordr '-'1

-V ‘]rL 7z schedule fron 1 We-
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aboard.the ferry while it is itlon ".f» the re
in Se Kodiak's k rd-Kodiak - Sel
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to undergo repairs to
maintenace.

The early depar
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The Tustumena
is in drydock.
Seward-Cordova-
addition to the regular
The Bartlett will retus

The Tustumena
Valdez schedule from Wedne

mena will depart November 24 {or Seattie
the bow thrusters, stabilizers and for general |

The ship will return to service by Decernber 31.

ture of the Tustumena will delay the M/V
haul until January 1, 1972,
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‘s extended service will cover the
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Seward-Kodiak-Seldovia-Homer service.
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JUNEAU (AP) The State
Public Warks DL‘]}:h.u ent
siys the Aluska Ferry Tuku |
wis 10 resume iis regular |
schedule from Prince Rupert,
‘B.C.. vesterday following in
annuil overhaul

ik of 6
Copt mare |

md 143 |

to the bow thrusters. sta-|

S§ mau said the ferry
Ma iska was to !-. ve for |
its overhaul in Seattle today | -
for o Dee. 3] return los
while the A
Portland for leng i

Capt, H. J. Lockert said the
annua! overhaul time had
veen cut half thi A 4] !
enable the system to provide |
I e winter service while ‘

‘Waiver

Passes

The U.S. Senate today pass
the house version of a bill
grant a waiver to the Jon
Act for the Alaska ferry Wicke
sham, The bill has gone |
President Nixon for his sign
ture, according to word to tl
Ketchikan Daily News from Se
Ted Stevens, R-Alaska.

The Wickersham, as a foreig)

. built vessel, has been prevent(
from hauling U.S. citizens an
goods between U.S. ports.

The waiver, which is for thre

, years or until a replacement ve

sel, now under construction,
ready, will allow passengers
their cars and personal effec|
to be transportated aboard th
Wickersham between Alask
ports and between Seattle an
Alaska ports.

Sen. Stevens said that althoug
the senate had a similar waive
bill on its calend.r, it adoptel
the house version which re
tains the restriction on hauli
merchandise between U.S. ports
The senate version had waiv
the restrictions for merchandi
as well as passengers and thei
personal effects.

Stevens said he estimates
that the waiver will mean $1.
million in additional revenue
for the state ferry system ir
the three years it is in effect.

The ‘house bill was introduced
by Congressman Nick Begich,

D-Alaska. [_
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- o o | an (FERRY CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM

_ 3 T . George W. Easley, commissioner of the Dept. of
_ AL - i~ o i : - - N = Public Works, made a presentation in Ketchikan

e : (l recently to the Alaska Municipal League Con-

ference on the current status of the Marine

| $ Highway System. Also participating in the pre-

| r - Y sentation were Capt. H.J. Lockert, Director of

Marine Transportation and Burton M. Bomhoff,

| President of Bomhoff and Associates.

.\
\
“ B
\

et

Commissioner Easley outlined the departments
program for improving service and expanding
the system to meet Alaska's transportation

| needs.

Begich said that

Guard, by letter lo Ge
ken a neutral posi

e :
measure Miroduced vy -otg

aring wili be
| Washington, D.C.,

legislation that would

held in
Dec. 8 on Erant the

The Jones Act, officially known tak

waiver.

The immediate expansion program calls for the

Alaska ferry as the Merchant Ma . The four 1 construction of one Bartlett Class vessel to
\'l'.z;i“\";" .1“ S any r serve in Southeastern Alaska, the lengthening
:Clx i e £ U and refurbishing of a Malaspina Class vessel
(]nc."“‘"" i : i and the construction of a replacement vessel
aska announ 1e b . s
1 .li'r\tf..]u:}a:,1._L; .'I" ; VessE han for the Wickersham. The program also provides
| Keichikan 8. Con= ' VuOSw e A $ 4 ¥
ull l f‘rclwm"n sic d in the first in Sweden and purchased by the Dec. 8 hearing, the congr l forliddlélonﬁl dock fac:.l:r.t?.eg at several
J B eor ™ cioioo Alacka four vears ago, It Yéports. One will be smaller Southeastern communities.
4 city Saturday on the first partof 2 tate ol Alaska lour By 2 F Pihlio I |
Gt il ok tha cbata : belween Prince Rupert and ] pner o! rubuc .
| five-day tour of the .«:{_.:L‘ , runs betwec I("l mﬂ_ R P 11= ev. The others will be i Funds for the expanded ferry program will
o rA1het Ren. Bld Garmats in Canada and Alaska eYy. 1€ . ! )
..If said that Rep. Bd G: X u_‘.a, T A resenlafives come‘from thg general obligation l;ongl authori
D-Maryland, chairman of the Sondiie - & e = ' zed in 1970 in the amount of 21 million dollars.
Jouse Merchant Marine and waiver bill, which Begich service and the Coas |
e R e e B8 o ] Bk v o e e T Begich said that € i ; : ! ;
I"isheries Committee, had said was first recomnmended to Begich said that ¢ D a4 3 The first tangible benefits from the expansion
yrecess Dec. 16 80

begin its holid
he does no

walver Icg

| scheduled the

4ot : +1 atn So Tyl nrllat
hearing on a himbyti elate 8 r:_,li.‘._b.lﬂdll:r_‘t,
7 ickersham to

between

program will be realized this spring when the
lengthening of the Malaspina is completed and
she returns to service.

't action on the

on until the first

would allow the W
carry )

& L s

'P“C, O Bearmme Alaska ports part of January. B said hie
Y i ek the signing hopes that Cong ! i | The stretch out of the Malaspina will increase
ek watver statefora action on the meas i the length of the ship from 352' to 408'. It
on Vi e = the Wic the Southeastern Alaska high \will also increase the car deck capacity by 28
KETCHIKAN, Alaska (AP) in effect until school basketball tournament lne ipercent and the sleeping accommodations from

{— A hearing has been sched-
luled for Dec. & in Washington,
ID.C., on legislation. to grant a |
|Jones Act waivit® for the| !
| Alaska Ferry Wickersham, ac-
.cording to Rep. Nick Begich, D-
Alaska. :
Begich made the announce-
ment here Saturdsy during the
first part of a five-day tour of
the state. He said Rep. Ed Gar-
malz, [-M , chairman of
the Ho lerchant Marine

reckend in March so the
can relieyve traffic

stion at that time. o

the present 95 berths of various classes to
288 first class berths. The passenger limit
will be increased from 500 to 700.

vessel is re

ALASKA SUPER FERRY

i 4—Southeast Alaska Empire, Juneau, Alaska, Thurs., Dec. 9, 1971
KETCHIKAN — Capt. H. J.
Lockert, state of Alaska Trans-

i fnticets | Commissioner Asks Jones
Act Waiver For Wickersham

planned as a replacement of the
Wickersham as “top of the line.”

and '.-*f.'!;e':;.s Con}mith-f-. has The 418 foot vessel, which is
cheduled s hearing. > e |
e et~ proniits | | to become flagship of the fleet, | gy y1E ASSOCIATED PRESS  Commissioner George W. waiver of the Jones Act were

will cruise at 21 knots with en-

; Alaska's public works com-
gines producing 18,000 hp, using

s inEo0r Easley told the House Mer- granted for the vessel, the
Pt A | missioner Wednesday asked a

n of United States

S cez*i

d

MPA WICKERSHAM MEET

SEATTLE — The Maritime
Press Assn. will hold a special
pre-holiday luncheon meeting
aboard the Alaska State Ferry
Wickersham on Monday noon,
Dec. 6 at the north side of Pier 48.

Capt. Ron Kutz is master of
the Wickersham, and plans are
being made to have Capt. H. J.
“Red” Lockert, director of the
Division of Marine Transporta-
tion aboard, says MPA president
Glen Carter.

RSVP through Sue MacDon-
ald, at the Port of Seattle.

ations for 324 persons.

Taku Overhaul

{The State Public Works D
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“JUNEAU, Al (AP) —
| Early bow thruster repairs for
| the Alaska ferry Tustumena
will delay an annual overhaul

for the ferry Bartlett until the
first of next year, the State

Public Works Department says.
Spokesmen said Saturday the

Tustumena would leave for
Seattle Wednesday and was

l' scheduled to return to service
| by Dec, 31

| the Jones Act.

ove S
Dee. 3
the Mal
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allowed to widen its scope.

| The Wickersham, originally
the “Stena Britiannica™ of for-
| eign construction, is precluded
| by the federal act from use be-
| tween any two Alaskan or U.S.
ports without first stopping at a
foreign harbor.

Easley said the Wickersham
now is earning $1.8 million a
year by carrying 29,000 passen-
gers and 5,500 vehicles. Three
| Malaspina Class ferries, he
| said, earn $6.3 million a year
| with 126,000 passengers and 7,
| 200 vehicles.

At the same time, adminis-
| trative costs for the Wicker-
sham run $2.7 million a yar,
and $2.4 million a year for the
Malaspina ferries. “It just is
not possible to operate the
Wickersham at full economy
with her capacity not being
fully utilized,” the commission-
er said. “A new replacement
vessel will be constructed in an
American shipyard, and if a

i iaed between U.S _ chant Marine and Fisheries Wickersham would earn addi-
_!l | citizens ot f built vessols, | | two propeller shafts and twin House committee to allow the Committee while a replacement tional revenue approaching
5 »';‘ iy e e 2 : SEETh ferry Wickersham to oprate be- for the Wickersham was being $500,000 a year during the
| ”. e . 4 tween American ports, saying built, an additional $1.5 million three-year construction peri-

i | built in | The ship Wllll hold 1,000 pas | the state had acted in “good to $2 million could be gained in od.”
i | sengers with sleeping accommo- | gy iy seeking a waiver to revenues if the vessel were  Seattle shipyards had modi-

fied the Wickersham to exceed
safety requirements normally
asked of a foreign flag ship, he
said. The improvements includ-
ed a fireproof bulkhead, venti-
lation ducting with automatic
dampersn complete repiping
and valving of the septic tank
system and remotely operated
valves throughout the vessel to
prevent progressive com-
partment floodingg.

Easley said its six lifeboats
were motor operated with ra-
dios and other equipment ex-
ceeding Coast Guard require-
ments.

“We feel we have acted in
good faith to meet the condi-
tions laid down following ear-
lier meetings with members of
this committee,” KEasley said.
“We have taken the designated
steps to demonstrate that the
Wickersham is acceptable for
operation under a waiver of the
Jones Act while a replacement
is being constructed.”



WISCO PREPARES FOR

JUMBOIZING ALASKA SHIP
PORTLAND — Alaska State’s

big ferry, Malaspina, is scheduled

to come
Steel

{o,; Jan. 3,

to Willamette
1972, for a

[ron &

$6,165,000 lengthening job under
a contract awarded by the Alaska
Marine Highway System.

The Portland firm will cut the
ferry in two and insert a 56-foot
mid.section, increasing the over-
all length of the vessel to 408
feet and increasing the passenger
capacity by 200 to 750 persons.
The vehicle capacity will be in-
creased to 183 cars and trucks.

Wisco was low among three

Pacific Northwest

bidders on

stretching one or two ferries, but
Alaska decided to award the con-
tract for one job at this time. The
work is expected to require 4%
months and will considerably in-
crease the labor force at the Port-

land shipyard.

Alaska plans a $37 million ex-
pansion of its ferry system by
construction of one new, larger

vessel, another

small 235-foot

ferry, and improvement of dock-
ing facilities at several southeast
Alaska ports. The new 418-foot
vessel will replace the I'nreign-i
|

built
permitted to
U. S. ports

operate

Wickersham which is not

between

JONES ACT WAIVER
DELAY PREDICTED

A bill granting a waiver of
the Jones Act for the Alaska
ferry Wickersham has been
reported out by the Senate
Commerce Committee, Sen.
Ted Stevens, R-Alaska, says.

However, floor action on the
measure probably will be de-
layed until next month, he re-
ports.

The committee approved
the bill, Stevens said, to
assure the House that the
Senate is prepared to act on
the legislation.

The House Merchant
Marine and Fisheries Com-
mittee held a hearing on
similar bill Wednesday. Both
versions would allow the
Wickersham, built in Norway,
to carry passengers and goods
between American ports.

The Jones Act forbids use of |

foreign-hulled vessels bet-
ween American ports.
Stevens said final Senate

action on the waiver would be
delayed because Congress
was preparing to recess early
next week, probably Tuesday.

He said the Federal
Maritime Administration, the
Department of Transpor-
tation and the Coast Guard in-
dicated they would not oppose
the waiver.

State officials told the
House hearing the Wicker-|
sham had been modified to
meel international safety
specifications and could earn|
$500,000 more each year under
a waiver.

Senate Okays
House Bill for
icky Waiver

ETCHIKAN, Alaska (AP)

— The U.S. Senate has passed

a House version of a bill to
grant a waiver to the Jones Act
in the case of the Alaska Ferry
Wickersham, Sen. Ted Stevens,
R-Alaska, said Wednesday,

TO:

PUGET SOUNp

MARITIME PRESS ASSOCINTION

November 23, 1971

Members of the Maritime Press Association

You, and the guests of your choice, are invited to a pre-Christmas

luncheon aboard the luxurious M/V

Marine Highway System:

Holiday cheer in

P

MONDAY, DECEMBER 6,

L

12:00 NOON

NORTH SIDE OF PIER 48

(Parking Available)

liguid form will be our gift to you,

1971

Wickersham, " pride of the Alaska

The lavish buffet

luncheon will be your gift to yourself -- and well worth the $3.00 price
tag.

You will meet Captain Ron

Kutz,

master of the "Wickersham

"and, if luck

is on our side, Captain H. J. "Red" Lockert, Director of the Division of
Marine Transportation, State of Alaska Department of Public Works, wiil
be on hand tu talk about the Ferry System and its plans for the future,

See you there...

Glen Carter
President

«S.V.P, -- Susan MacDenald 587-4978 before Wednesday, December i.

Ferry Bid Lower Than
Estimate ‘For Once’

The apparent low bid for a con-
tract to construct a 235-foot
Bartlett Class ferry for
Alaska's marine highway sys-
tem was ‘for once,” about
$300,000 lower than the state's
estimate for the job, accordint
to Herbert J. Lockert, director
of marine transportation.

A Wisconsin firm, Peterson
Builders of Sturgeon Bay, of-
fered the apparent low bid of
about $5.38 million. Martinac
shipbuilders of Tacoma, Wash,,
bid $5.99 millien.

The division asked for bids on
two small ships in September
but rzjected all offers after the
lowest for one ship was about
$1.5 omillion over its ex-
pectations.

\

Ferry In Drydock |

During the month of Jamm-'ry,',
while the M/V-E. L. BARTLETT|
is in drydock, the M/V TUSTU-
MENA will serye the ports of
Cordova and Valdez each week
in additiofi ‘to making its regular|
schedule to Kodigk, Seldovia and|
Homer. It will depart Seward for|
Cordova/Valdez each Wednesday
at 10 pm., returning to Seward
on Fridays at 10:30 a.m. Reser-
vations and information may bel
obtained from the Seward Cen-
tral Office of the Alaska Marine
Highway at CA 4-5486. The M/V|
BARTLETT is expected to re-
sume service to the Prince Wil-
liam Sound ports on Monday,

January 31.

T
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December 8, 1971

Captain H. J. Lockert, Director
Division of Marine Transportation
State of Alaska Department of Public Works

Pouch R
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Captain Lockert:

I wish to thank you and the many people who worked so hard behind
the scenes for the fabulous luncheon aboard the "Wickersham" on

December 6.

The ship is beautiful, the hospitality of the Alaska Marine Highway
System unequalled, and the food was a total delight - in taste and
design. I continue to hear "ooohs" and "aaahs' from those who were

lucky enough to be present. We even signed up a new member!

Thank you, thank you, thank you. We had a wonderful time.

Sincerely,

L/JLW o, :/ hee 7(_/:{- el AL

Susan MacDonald
Secretary-Treasurer

cc: Capt. Ron Kutz
Marsh Chanasyk

THE

The director of the marine

highway system says an

N
eattle ‘Waterfront People’

—
Senate ok:

ys bill

zllld\\'illg ‘\Vicky’
to visit U.S. ports

Urging Better Alaska Docks

JUNEAU (AP) — Seattle
port and shipping officials
vitally interested in construc-
| tion of the trans-Alaska
pipeline have urged Gov.
William A. Egan to in-
vestigate federal funding of
expanded dock facilities.
Seattle Port Commission
President Merle Adlum, who
doubles as president of the In-
land Boatman's Union of the
Pacific, said Thursday that
most Alaskan dock - .lities
“with the excepliui of the
ferry system are run down.”
Adlum said a multimillion
dollar project funded in part
by federal economic
| development funds could
bring the state much more
“pure money'’ from tourism.
The Seattle officials and 35
other ‘'‘waterfront-type
people’’ met with Egan as
part of an annual goodwill
tour of the state. Adlum saida
number of the party planned
tobe in Anchorage Friday.
Expansion of tourist facil-
ities, he said, would be secon-
dary to construction of the
800-mile pipeline from the
North Slope to Valdez.
'*When pipeline
construction begins, it will put
several thousand people to

work almost immediately in
Seattle,” Adlum said, “‘There
will be from 4,000 to 5,000
pipeline jobs in Alaska, and
just to support that many
people means an awful lot of
economy through Seattle.”

“The pipeline is probably
just as important to the Puget
Sound community as it is to
the Alaska community,” he
said.

While Adlum rates Alaska
as the Seattle port’s biggest
customer, He said the city
“must think competitively
rather than acting like we are
taking the state for granted.”

The pipeline, he said, would
be built and tankers carrying
petroleum to Puget Sound
would travel safely.

“We've had tankers in the
area for over 50 years, and a
few years ago there were a lot
more tankers coming into the
sound than today,’" he said.
“Even with the Alaska oil,
we'll still have less tanker

the firm. The original report,
submitted in September, out-

to Gravina
southern panhandle route in ad-

traffic than we had a few
years back because the ships
are larger now."

Adlum said the port was
embarking on a $45 million ex-
pansion program for sea-land
facilities and had made other
improvements for the Foss-
Alaska barge line.

"“As Alaska grows, we geta
reflected benefit in almost ev-
erything that happens,” he
said. ““This is why we sincere-
ly—or even selfishly—can be
all out to help Alaska in every
way we possibly can, We are
the major port and the
banking center, and there are
many ways we get benefits
from the good things that
happen to Alaska."

T,erry Bill

[ ]\T.

‘10 Nixon
Times Washington Bureau
WASHINGTON — Th

Senate today passed and sen

to the White House a bill t

waive the Jones Act and per

mit the Alaskan ferry Wicker

sham to operate between U.S

ports.

Ferry Analysis Will Be
Completed In Mid-January

Island and the

LISTENER

During the city’s first water shortage the M.V. Wit_:kersham
took on only a “little” water so as to not cut capital city dwell-
ers short — just enough to accomodate crew and passengers.
How much is a little? Only 76,000 gallons.

| THE
I LISTENER

Wicky not watered —Contrary to information given the Listen-
er about the M.V. Wickersham taking on 76,000 gallons of water
last week during Juneau’s water shortage, one of the “men on the
scene’ at the ferry terminal said, “No way. We were froze up.
They wanted a little water. But they didn’t get ‘er. Even if we
had water the Wicky wouldn’t have gotten much, What ‘cha try-
ing to do? Make everybody mad?” So goes the rumor column.
Reportedly the crew of the Wickersham went out of their way b
assist Juneau in its time of need by waiting until the next port to

take on water.

analysis of the state's ferry
traffic and future needs by an
Anchorage consulting firm
won't be completed until mid-
January.

Herbert J. Lockert, director
of the Marine Transportation
Division, said Monday a delay
in receipt of the study by Bom-
hoff and Associates could lead
in turn to slowdowns in plan-
ning for expanded facilities in
Southeast Alaska.

Lockert said: “The report
will dictate just where and how
big our facilities will be at cer-
tain points. We want to have
the report in hand before we go
into hearings on the expansion
plans, because it will help us
tie the terminals into our new
ships.”

Two preliminary reports al-
ready have been submitted by

lines plans for a $9.35 million
terminal expansion and renova-
tion program at nine southeast
communities from Metlakatla
in the south to Skagway in the
north.

A supplement one month lat-
er revised recommendations for
four of the communities.

Here's what the preliminary
reports recommended at each

community :
Ketchikan — while the Sep-
tember  study recommended

construction of a new stern
loading dock with modification
of the presént dock as home
port berthing for the southern
panhandle fer1/, the revised
version said th: ida would be
inadeguate.

Bomhoff said a potentialnew
facility should be able to serve
‘‘both the airport shuttle ferry

dition to expanding main line
service."

The firm said a $1.54 million
plan—the most costly of about
10—would provide the best long
range service with a new stern
loading dock and a separate
shuttle verry faeility. However,
it recommended a three-step
construction  program  that
would eliminate the shuttle fer-
ry dock and cost $376,000 in its
first phase,

Metlakatla—Bomhoff recom-
mended construction of a 714,-
000 facility about thee-fourths
of a mile from the center of
town. However, the firm said if
money is unavailable, the
town's existing barge loading
facility adjacent to the city pier
could be used after a $34,000 in-
vestment,




JUNEAU, Alaska—A recent passenger on the “Wickersham,” Wm. E.
Winslow, assistant Western division manager of Hiram Walker
Incorporated, found Hiram Walker products very much in evidence
in the bars and dining lounges of this ship—one of four plying the
waters of the inland system which serves the southeastern pan-
handle of Alaska. The Ferry System ships have used Hiram Walker
Imperial, Gin, Vodka, Brandy and Hiram Walker Cordials in their
bar service for many years. Morris Mattson, Juneau, a representa-
tive for Alaska Distributors Inc. is one of several members of that
firm who lives on the Marine route. Others include Ernest Baughn,
in Sitka; Roy Martin, in Wrangell, and Arnold Fredricksen in Peters-
burg. The marine service started in 1963 and three of the ships
were named after Alaska’s famous glaciers, the “Malspina,”
"Taku,” and “Matanuska.” Newest of the fleet is the Wickersham
which was purchased from the Stena line of Sweden. She was
formerly use as a ferry and gambling ship from Kiel, Germany to
Gotenberg, Sweden and many of the names on the ship indicate
this ancestry; for example, the Captain’s table bears a sign reading,

“Kaptan.”

Interesting Places

The “Wickersham,” largest of a fleet of
four passenger auto ferries in Alaska's
marine highway system, is 363 feet long
and will accommodate 1300 passengers
and 90 autos. It cruises at a speed of 21
knots and tfravels the “inland” passage
from Prince Rupert in the south to Skag-
way, some 450 miles due north, and
back, detouring west fo Sitka on its
return trip.

—

Lois Hilton, cocktail waitress aboard the Wickersham can be seen
ot right above, as bartender Les Hollingsworth fills an order for
Imperial. All of the ferries have stateroom accommodations, dining
rooms, cocktail lounges, cafeterias, reading lounges, game rooms,
promenade decks and the Wickersham also boasts a sauna bath.
The ship has a bow propeller which is in a tunnel and, being
reversible, allows the ship to dock and turn around quickly without
help from tugs. A complete staff of chefs, including a pastry chef,
is carried on each vessel.

_iness.

ABOVE, left, a corner of the main din-
ing room where Misses Annetta Mac-
Donald and Joan Barber, of Los Angeles,
were guests of honor at dinner with
Captain R. J. Kutz (facing camera) and
chief steward, Marshal Chanasyk.

A view of the Captain’s cabin is shown
left, and on the right, picture in the main
lounge shows cocktail waitress Lois
Hilton serving guests, Mr. L. N. Brandt
and party, of Juneau, Alaska.

—Reported by Wm. E. Winslow, Jr.

- bill now goes to the Senate,

rS'tq:).w.';lway

Found
On Ferry

The Taku arrived at the Jun-

eau ferry terminal Tuesday
morning with a stowaway a-
board, a 21 year old secretary
from Anchorage.
. The woman told the Empire
this morning, “It was a spur
of the moment decision—I've
never stowed away on a ship
before—I just walked aboard at
Prince Rupert and decided to
try it."”

A check of tickets about 9:00
p.m. Monday night revealed !
that the ‘*'guest” aboard the
Taku did not have a ticket for
the trip. She did, however, have |
an airplane ticket to Anchorage.

The stowaway said she walked
aboard at Prince Rupert with
friends, mingled with the pass-
engers and crew, and passed as
a fare paying passenger for
most of the trip.

“I think I could have made it
all the way to Haines without
getting caught if I hadn't got off
at Wrangell to have a beer with
friends,” the stowaway said.

“I was drinking Budweiser—
next time I think I will try Luck-
ky,” she added. :
Marine Transportation Divi- !
sion officials said they had made
arrangements for the stowaway
to cash in her airline ticket and |
pay for the ferry ride to Juneau. |

The Taku's extra ‘“‘passenger” |
said she was flying back to An- |
chorage this afternoon to re- |
turn to work and had been |
“down South™ on personal bus- |:\

No charges were filed against |
the stowaway as arrangements ||
have been made to pay her fare,
Marine': »+Bivisions
ofﬁc.'.ials saldr o ery mewy e

H‘pﬁse OKsl"
Jones Act
Exemption

Measure Now Goes
To Senate To Allow
Use Of Wickersham

Times Washington Bureau
~ WASHINGTON — The! |
- House today passed a bill to
~ temporarily waive the Jones
< Act and allow the Alaskan
- ferry'Wickersham to operate
. between Alaskanports.
'I:de blegiRslation was spon- )
. sor ep. Nich i
_’. D-Alaski. & SR ﬁ
Passage came on a voice
. vote,

The Wickersham exemption |
|
|

o

B e e s M S S

e

: Where approval of a similar
measure is expected within
thenext few months. '




Alaska

undergoes midsection transplant

statf Photo by Wes Guderian

FORE MINUS AFT — Alaska State Ferry Malaspina was cut in half Friday to receive new mid-body at Swan Island.

The rear section of the Alaska State
Ferry Malaspina was removed from
the ship's forward section Friday at
the Port of Portland dry dock at Swan
Island. A 56-foot midbody section was

moved into the bisected hull.
The ferry conversion project, which
| will keep 300 men at work more than

five months, is part of a $6.3 million
modernization and lengthening job by
Willamette Iron & Steel Co.

The midbody section, built by Gun-
derson, Inc,, Portland, will contain 86
passenger staterooms and space for
more cars. There will be additional
space for lounge and dining room.

The ferry, due for completion in late

May, will begin her regular once-a-
week sailing round trip between Seattle
and Alaska starting June 23.

Dry dock Supt. Carl Propp and his
crew of Willamette Iron & Steel work-
men completed the floating of the aft
section in two hours Friday morning.

After the midsection has been weld-
ed, the streamlined, biue-hulled ferry

TRANSPLANT—Rear section of Alaska state ferry Malaspina was removed from ship’s for-
ward section at Port of Portland dry dock at Swan Island. Work is part of $6.3 million moderni-
zation and lengthening job that will keep 300 men at work for more than five months. It is to
begin once-a-week sailing round trip between Seattle and Alaska beginning June 23. (AP Wire-

photo)

will be moved to WISCO dock for com-
pletion of the bulkheads, deck sections
and modernization of accommodation
spaces.

While in dry dock, the vessel's under-
water machinery will be repaired, in-
cluding upgrading of the bow thruster,
The underwater hull will be sandblast-

ed and coated.

ALASKA FERRY BIDS

JUNEAU — The second time
around has paid off for the State
of Alaska’s Marine Highway Sys-
tem, according to H. J. Lockert,
director. On its second try for
bids for a 235 foot ferry for S.E.
Alaska, the state has a bid “in
the ballpark.” ,

Peterson Shipbuilding of Stur-
geon, Wis. has submitted the
low bid of $5,386,000 for one
ship. If the state elects to have a
second small ferry built and
places the order within 120 days,
the second price would be
$5,086,000 with the same yard.

Other bidders in order were
Martinac, Tacoma; Jeffboat, Jef-
fersonville, Ind.; Paceco, Ala-
meda; Todd Houston, and Beth-
lehem Steel. Bids ranged in price
from $5.9 million to $7.8 million
for a single ferry.




LOCKHEED SHIPYARD was low bidder

on a $20 million contract to build a new |
flagship for the Alaska State Ferries, '
Page D-5. ' -

D5 THE PORT OF SEATTLE wasn't officially closed, |
but it didn't have many people on the job. A band of the |

Port's top officials were aboard a passenger ship, out-

January 26, 1972

[ockheed Low On
$20 Million Ferry

BY DON PAGE
P-1 Marine Writer

Seattle’s Lockheed Ship-
yard was low bidder yester-
day on a $20 million contract
to build a new flagship for
the Alaska State Ferries.

Lockheed bid $19,809,583
on the two-year contract to
build a 385-foot successor (o
the ferry Wickersham.

Seattle’s Todd Shipyard

gers and space for 184 auto-
mobiles.

Upon her completion,
Alaska plans to sell the
Wickersham. The Scandina-
vian-built Wickersham has
limited vehicle accommoda-

tions, and because of her or-

igin, she cannot carry
freight or passengers be-
tween two U.S. ports.

At peak of construction,
the new Alaska ferry should

bound to get away from the Seattle weather. Bound
north, not south, though. They're riding the Alaska ferry
Wickersham north to Alaska's annual legislative recep-

tion in Juneau.

The Wickersham sailed from Seattle Sunday, but our
Port men had to go north to Vancouver to board it Mon-
day. As a foreign-built ship, the Wick isn’t permitted to
haul passengers between two U.S, ports. A situation that
will be corrected after the Wickersham’s successor isi

Alaska, Ketchikan Daily News, Monday, Janvary 3, 1972 Page 7

14 Ferry Engineers

Attack Hire Policy

Wicky Replacement
Contract Accepted

The Alaska Department of Pub-
lic Works says it has accepted

a $195 million bid from a

Seattle firm to build a 418-foot
vessel to replace the state ferr
Wickersham.

Commissioner George Easley
sgnd a contract was to be
signed in Seattle Friday with
the Lockheed Shipbuilding and
Construction Co,

Construction is expected to
begin soon,
scheduled in about 27 months,

with completion |

was next low, at $22,845,000. provide jobs for 300 ship- Raslov s . !
Two California yards, yard workers. : ly $500 g}g?}lgdtel:'eul::ada‘:é“hi{ne;r }
"\':]:',li“':s.i! .ﬁl(ff,ll:’f ‘Sl‘“]( rl)lgg:g Coupled with a bulk sugar estimate of $20 million ET}S ]
é B e 3 f  Se i : = - ¥ k
Ia:r.mww:] 1“'0”. 21” el i:}];[} .'md‘a new icebreaker JUNEAU, Alaska (AP)- Calling (he clauses an new vessel will have capacity |
million Tange, and one East &fc }""\_.99?511,9”_?1"1' Lock- Alaska's preferential hire policy unreasonable hu_r_deu on in- lf)ﬂl;_“:-mo passengers, with 324
O8ast vard Maryland DIV Botawtns i Cresident Joe came under attack from 14 terstatecommerce,” the suit said erths and room for 184 stand- '
bid & toe o byington said yesterday, : e the contract had ‘‘created an ard vehicles. .
dock, bid a flat $35 million. the Alaska ship could Sioth engineers of the marine highway dIon r [\ & !
Lockheed's bid appears to up Lockheed employment system who asked Juneau’s “nvITIONS a”d. ;r‘ paiad.
he well within Alaska’s here until well into 1974. superior court to declare the qP:.ELﬁﬁln?f,lfl " ';\.ask{;}“‘;‘,;}j
budget for the new ship, The shipyard's payroll practice unconstitutional \ o s 4 s S l ’ L kh d
and the contract probably here has fallen below 2,000. The 14, all members of the ","‘Ed"'ms of .other states ”I. th,e, eat € s Locknee {
will be awarded soon. With help from ship repair, r:a'at_u-.‘nai Marine Engineers United ?Lﬂles mn Cc-ngra'\_"entmn H -
As designed by naval ar- Officials hope employment Beneficial Association, said (hey ©f the National constitution. as l.owest Bld
chitects Nickum & Spauld- may reach 2,500 before this were about te receive notification It said the contract created a 'J

ing of Seattle, the passenger
ship will provide berths for
d24 passengers, accommo-
dations for 1,000 day passen-

Lockheed Is
Low Bidder

Seattle’s Lockheed Shipyard |

was the apparent low bidder | One. re group would be fired Jan “Now, we've finally put it down | million for lhe_‘ila-fﬂol UESSA_EL l
Tuesday on a contract to build| Even if the second ice- 5 unless each person provided on paper and are enforcing it; | _(l)lf%g;als said ;(énisslm:uocrf :
a new flagship for the Alaska| breaker goes out to compet- proof of Alaskan residency this is the first time we've thrown | “;dt gg;(n ;‘?t:t? all‘l i i
l\?arme nghway_Sggtlem“lokre-| itive bid, Lockheed’s expe- lhe suil said none of the down the guantlet this hard,” he : Af?el?n?e ne“?r;erf.&, is com X
ace the foreign-built Wicker- | rience with the first shi engineers, all but one from the g ' 3 i
1s}ham " | 6 clacd it o .h]{_-).uf O oy T Al £ pleted, Alaska plans to sell the §
, he class gives it an advan Seattle area, intended to move to Lockert said identical clauses i : : u
Lockheed bid $19,899.583 on| tage in winning the con- Naatc : _ Scandanavian-built Wicker- L
bgde = Alaska are contained in contracts with ham. which has limited ve- [

the two-year contract. | tract. T - ay gLl g Crim sham, whi _ i
Public Works Commissioner |« e contract clauses in members of the Inland Boat- hicle accomodations and can- N
George Easley said Lockheed question require the state 1d  men’'s Union of the Pacific and not carry freight or g
outbid four competitors . and union to give preference to Alas- the Master Mates and Pilots passengers between two U.S. E‘;
was below architects’ estimates Wickersham kans ir. hiring. When the supply International ports because of her foreign L4
of $20 million for the 418-foot of state residents is exhausted Lockert said the case could origin. {
vessel. { replacement | Eh(-_.l_'l.-:jria.«.". .r!|i'_w\.'1 oul .' stale have SOME ‘SETIus ¢ 14-\.-:5” on !ﬂ
Officials said construction personnel to be hired, and gives the state ferry fleet, particularly M
will begin soon and is expected | JUNEAU ® — Lockheed -Tt six months lo move 1o insoutheast operations where the :
to take 27 months. : Shipbuilding and Construction Alaska 4 men work B
After the new ferry is com-| Co. Wednesday submitted the i
i

pleted, Alaska plans to sell the
Scandanavian-built Wicker- |
sham, which has limited ve-|
hicle accomodations and cannot |
carry freight or passengers be-
tween two U.S. ports because of |
her foreign origin. |

year ends.

President Nixon’s budget
this week carried a promise
of yet another Seattle job
for the Lockheed yard.

The budget includes $65
million to build a second
high-powered icebreaker for
the Coast Guard.

_ Lockheed is building the
first icebreaker of this class
under a $52.6 contract,
There is a possibility that
the federal government may
negotiate this second ice-
breaker as an extension of
the contract for the first

apparent low bid of $19.5 mil-
lion for construction of a ves-
sel to replace the foreign-built |
Wickersham in the Alaska Ma- |
rine Highway System.

Public Works Commission-
er George Easley said the Seat-
tle-based firm outbid four
other competitors and was be-
low architects' estimates of

$20 million for costs of build- |
ing the 418-foot vessel. |

Officials said construction
would begin soon and was ex-

pecied to take 27 months.

of termination because they had
not established residency in
Alaska

—Fhey asked the court to per-
manently enjoin the state and
union from giving preference to
Alaskans in hiring for the system
and to invalidate contract clauses
requiring them to establish
residency in the state within six
months {rom their first day on the
J.nb.

A letter accompanying the suit,
written by state public works
commissioner George Easley to
one of the engineers, s&id the

REPLACEMENT DESIGN—The Department of Public Works has accepted Lockheed Ship- |

restriction ''on the right lo en-
gage in the trade of engineering’’
unrelated to the emplsye‘s skills.

Herbert J Lockert, director of
the ferry fleel, said the contract
clause had been administrative
policy since statehood.

He said: “Through eight years
of operation, it's been a constant
problem tryving to gel outsiders to
comply with this requirement.
After a series of meetings we fin-
ally did reach a verbal agreement
that the state is within its rights
to demand it

On State Flagship

JUNEAU (AP) — Seat-
tle's Lockheed Shipyard
was the apparent low bidder
Tuesday on a contract to build
a new flagship for the Alaska
Marine Highway System to
replace the foreign-built
Wickersham.

Lockheed bid $19,899,583 on
the two-year contract. _

Public Works Com- |
missioner George Easley said
Lockheed outbid four com-
petitors and was below ar-
chitects’ estimates of $20

building and Construction Company’s low bid of $19,513,559 for construction of a 418 foot vessel

passengers, 324 berths, and 184 standard vehicles. The $19,513,559 contract is the largest ever

to replace the foreign-built Wickersham. The new 418 foot vessel will have capacity for 1,000 \

awarded by the State to date,
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RK — The stateferry Matanuska make a landing at the terminal, Tempera~
pl('igg:d“: pretty winter scene this week tures dropped to zero and below this week
as she eased through the chilly strait to in Wrangell,

Glen Carter

Maritime Editor

A $19.8 millon shipbuilding pact was signed this morn-
ing by the State of Alaska's Department of Public Works
and Lockheed Shipbuilding of Seattle

Lockheed, you'll recall, was thie successful low bidder

1

TALKING OF SHIP STATISTICS, the new Alaska |
State ferry didn’t grow on the blueprints between Thurs- |
day morning, when we wrote her up as a 385-foot vessel, ]
and yesterday, when we bucked the length to 418. This
successor to the Wickersham will have a molded overall |
length of 418 feet and a waterline length of 385, And if |
vou need still another length, architects rate her 375 feet
between perpendiculars, |

A remarkable vessel! She’ll carry berths for 80 crew- ‘
men, as well as 324 pasSengers. Day space for 1,000
passengers, as we've said. And if Alaska wants to put in
portable ramps, it can boost her vehicle capacity {rom
184 to 226. Architects Nickum & Spaulding designed her

with a pair of 9,000-horse diesels to shove her along at a |

draft of 16 feet. As a bow to water cleanliness, she'll
carry sewage tanks with a storage capacity of 45,500
gallons.

ALASKA AND LOCKHEED signed a contract yester-
day for delivery two years from this month. But Lock-
heed won’t lay her keel until August. Right now Lock-
heed has a 640-foot sugar ship building on the shipway
where it will put the Alaska Ferries flagship together.

service speed of 21 knots when she’s down to her design ‘

aritime

Lockheed, Alaska sign big contract

to build the flagship for the Alaska State Ferries. The pro-
ject is expected to provide jobs for 300 shipvard workers
at the peak of construction.

The 418-foot vessel was designed by Nickum and
Spaulding of Seattle whose office was the scene of the
signing.

The new ferry means a couple of records for Alaska
and Seattle. It's the biggest contract of its type awarded
by the state, and it's the biggest passenger ship to be built
in Puget Sound country (if a ferry can be classed as a
passenger ship).

Everybody was pleased, including George Easley, the
commissioner of Alaska's Department of Public Works.
The first round of bids weeks ago exceeded the architect’s
$20° millon estimate, and the Alaskans had to do some
trimming to reduce costs.

The vet-unamed vessal will have a capacity of 1,000
passengers, 324 berths and 184 cars. Construction will begin
soon for delivery in about 27 months.

All of which puts Lockheed on a healthy schedule. Also
abuilding at Lockheed are a $15 million bulk sugar carrier
and a §562.6 million icebreaker for the Coast Guard. Lock-
heed veep Joe Livingston said the Alaska ship could firm
up employement to about 2,500 workers in the yard before
this vear ends.

The ferry will replace the Scandinavian-built Wicker-
sham which is barred by the Jones Act from operating
between two American ports because of her foreign origin.
She will be sold.

‘House Committee

Approves Waiver

Friday, February 4, 1972 The Seattle Times




M.V. MALASPINA

stateroom and deck plan

Shipboard Services and Facilities

Dining Room seating 150
Cafeteria seating 96
Cocktail Lounge seating 66

Comfortable observation areas
Top-side Solarium

Stateroom accommodations 284

Boat Deck
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& Steel Co. dock for placement of upper deck sections and
r_nodemlzatjon of accommodation space. Malaspina, built
in Seattle in 1963, is oldest of three vessels of her class.

| STERN SECTION, mewly joined to mew mid-section of
Alaskan ferry, Malaspina, looms at drydock on Swan Island
| as '.yorkmen prepare for final fastening. On completion of
joining process, vessel will be moved tto Willamette Iron

' $6 Million ‘Surgery’ Lengthens Ferry

of thel Addition of the 56-foot mid-

Tron & Steel Co. dock at 2800 !
section makes the Malaspina

NW Front Ave, for placement|leading industries in the state, 1
of the upper deck sections and|and ferries are directly re-408 feet long. The remodeling
modernization of accommoda-|sponsible.” will increase the Malaspina’s
tion spaces. This move is ex-| THE CONVERSION project|auto-carrying capacity from
pected this week. {for the Malaspina is expected|108 to 134 and passengers from

With completion of the pro-|to occupy some 300 men. 500 to 750. |

ject expected in late May, the Je 1 =
DON PAGE

By DICK JOHNSON
Journal Staff Writer

Although still fin surgery,
“Malaspina” is doing well.

A workman at the Port of
Portland drydock on Swan Is-
land observed: ‘‘When we've
finished with her, she’ll be the
best ferry in the world.”

The Malaspina is named for
la glacier in Alaska, and the ti-
'tle seemed appropriate as
wisps of snow clung to her rail-
ings and bridge structure.

NONE OF the 50-man crew
was present. They and the cap-
tain are home in Alaska for
| the time being. The vessel was

| . . .
without furniture. Welding|ysy i :

3 : : y in Portland? That's where
tanks stood in place of deck|ihe jow bid came from, accord-
chairs, and a chill wind howled\ing to Carl Mathisen, Juneau,
through the vessel's passage-consultant to the Alaska De-

ways as workmen with up-| . t of Public Work
| 1 _pd men upiic OTKS.
|turned collars secrambled over| Mathisen i in Portland dur-

patterns of lines supplying|, oS oroiect

ism is becoming one

Malaspina will return to serv-
ice between Seattle and Alaska
ports.

She is the oldest of three ves-
sels of her class plying the
Alaska ‘“marine highway.”’ She
was nine years old on the day
— Jan. 21 — workmen finished
cutting her in two for place-
ment of the new mid-section.

WHY 1S the project under

Fri., Fab. 4, 1972 Seattle Post-Infelligencer

Ship of Future, Vessel of History

{power to an assortment oOf

‘shipbuilding tools.

Owned by the State of Alas-

out for remodeling?

Why is the Malaspina singled| |

N
RS T

ok

b

As a matter of fact, she isn't,| |
said Mathisen. “We hope to| |
lengthen more to increasé
stateroom capacity, We're sold
out on the summer runs”

THE MALASPINA is one of]
seven vessels which form the|
backbone of the Alaska marine|
highway system.,

They operate through the|
Florida-sized  panhandle of|

|ka, the Malaspina is being
modernized and lengthened by
'Willamette Iron & Steel Co. at
|a cost of $6 million.

1 In place is a new 56-foot-
{long mid-section built under
jsubcontract by Gunderson,
{Inc., Portland. The after sec-
ition of the Malaspina was
floated into place last week
|and redocked for joining to the

That's a ship of the future you see sailing across the
top of today’s column. The new queen of the Alaska State
Ferries fleet. Biggest commercial passenger ship ever to
be built in Seattle. They'll lay the paper
keel for this beauty this morning in the

|pew mid-section.

| ON COMPLETION of thel|®
|£in'mg process, the vessel will
[ moved to the Willamette

Alaska and are credited with
ringing an end to isolation.

Since 1963 they have plied a
2,000-plus-mile system to the
delight of tourists and the grat-

itude of residents who depend|
on the vessels as others do on

||bus service. L
Most of the communities nj!
||Southeast Alaska, explains

|Mathisen, are isolated on is-
lands. “There is no road sys-|:
tem. That's why they call it
the Alaskan marine highway
/system. And,” he said, ‘‘tour-

naval architects office of Nickum & Marine

Spaulding, when the State of Alaska and
Lockheed sign a $19,513,599 construction
contract.

It may be mid-1974 before you see the ship, herself.
Estimated construction time is 27 months. She’ll be 418
feet long, with space for 1,000 day passengers and 184
vehicles, berths for 324 passengers.

THIS SUCCESSOR TO THE WICKERSHAM can be
good news for the tourist business of both Alaska and
Puget Sound. The decision is Alaska’s, of course, but
she'll be a natural for year-round tourist passenger trav-
el between Seattle and Southeast Alaska.
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0CcAN GOING ALASKA FERRY
| Being built by Lockheed Shipbuilding
& Construction Co., Seattle, Wn. | \

Length Overall 418 Feet




ALASKAN FERRY MALASPINA RECEIVES MIDBODY

o P

foor mid section being added.

48

2 B

Bow section of Alaskan ferry, Malaspina, on Portland drydock, with new 56-

i——

Stern section of ferry stands by awaiting its turn in drydock to be attached to

new mid section.

PORTLAND — The Alaskan
ferry, Malaspina, was cut in
two and completely separated
Jan. 21 when the stern section
was floating away from the bow
and a new 56-foot mid-section
floated into a Swan Island dry-
dock to be joined to the bow sec-
tion.

While Willamette Iron & Steel
Co. workmen began welding the
front and mid together the stern
sat dejectedly at a nearby pier
awaiting its turn to join the oth-
er two.

It was part of the $6.3 million
elongation and face-lifting proj-

ect undertaken by Wisco for the
State of Alaska.

Gunderson, Inc., a near neigh-
bor of Wisco, built the roughed-
out mid-section, which Wisco
will build up to contain 86 ad-
ditional passenger staterooms,
lounge, dining room and car
storage. The job is to be com-
pleted in June when the Mala-
spina will return to her Seattle-
Juneau run.

Included in the job is hull
cleaning and painting, and ma-
chinery overhauls. About 300
men are employed by Wisco on
the project.
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[.’ Ferry Malaspina *
' Undergoes Work
 For ‘Transplant’

PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) —
The Alaska state ferry Malas-
pina underwent a midsection
transplant Friday during
work on a Ss.iy million
modernization and
lengthening job.

A 56-foot midbody section
was moved into the bisected
hull as part of a conversion
project which will keep 300
men at work for more than
five months.

The ferry was cut in half at
the Port of Portland dry dock
at Swan Island by Willamette
Iron & Steel Co.
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tate Takes Bid,
eplacing ‘Wicky’

JUNEAU (AP) — The
Alaska Department of Public

| Works says it has accepted a

$19.5 million bid from a Seat-
tle firm to build a 418-foot
vessel to replace the state
ferry Wickersham.
Commissioner George
Easley said a contract was to
be signed in Seattle Friday
with the Lockheed Ship-
building and Construction Co.
Construction is expected to
begin soon, with completion
scheduled in about 27 months.

Easley said the bid was

|nez‘:rly $500,000 under the ar-
chitect’'s estimate of $20

million. The new vessel will

have capacity for 1,000
passengers with 324 berths|
and room for 184 standard
vehicles.

The state is planning to sell
the Wickersham, which,
because it was built in a
foreign shipyard, is banned
under the federal Jones Act
from carrying passengers or
cargobetween U.S. ports. The
state is seeking a Jones Act

.waiver for the Wickersham

until completion of the
replacement vessel.
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Bill Would Create
‘Privileged Class’

Fare reductions for elderly per-
sons using state ferries would
“create a privileged class at
the expense of all the citizen-
ry,” a state official says.

George Easley, public works
commissioner, made the state-
ment before a House committee
in arguing against half fares
for the elderly.

Under the proposed resolu-
tion, special rates would be ap-
plied for retired Alaskans who
would travel on a space avail-
ability basis on the marine
highway system and com-
mercial airlines. |

Easley called “a fallacy” the
concept that travelers moving
in a space availability basis
cost nothing to maintain.

Downtown Seattle, a gull's eye view, from the wateriront,_foreground to the Space
Needle, left, and Seattle’s mid-town Lake Union, upper right.




‘Wickersham Bill

Passes Senate

KETCHIKAN, Alaska (AP)

— The U.S. Senate has passed

a House version of a bill to

grant a waiver to the Jones Act
| in the case of the Alaska Ferry
Wickersham, Sen. Ted Stevens,
R-Alaska, said Wednesday.

The measure was passed
Wednesday and sent to Presi-
dent Nixon for his signature,
| Stevens announced from his of-

fice in Washington, D.C.
| - The Wickersham is a foreign-
built vessel and under the
Jones Act, was prevented from
catrying U.S. citizens and
goods between U.S. ports. The
waiver is for three years or un-
tii a replacement vessel is
ready, Stevens said, and if
signed will allow the ferry to
carrypassengers, their crs and

NEW 418 FOOT VESSEL personal effects between
The Department of Public Works has accepted Lockheed tects estimate of $20 million. “The contract will be signed in e e S ey vy
Shipbuilding and Construction Company’s low bid of $19,- Seattle on Feb. 4 and construction will begin soon after,” Eas- ¥ xpidbe ki
513,559 for construction of a 418 foot vessel to replace the for- ley said. Construction time is estimated at 27 months. The new
eign-built Wickersham. Commissioner George Easley said 418 foot vessel will have capacity for 1,000 passengers, 324
today that he is extremely pleased the bid was under the archi- berths, and 184 standard vehicles.

Huge ship to replace “Wicky’
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Cbme ogoorcj atSeattle

Right now, Seattle is just 40 hours away
from Alaska by ferryliner. The folks at
Pier 48 will tell you all about it.

-
. o

The Department of Public Works has accepted Lockheed Ship-  sioner George Easley said the contract was signed Friday in Just call MA 2-1724. Then pack.
building and Construction Co.'s bid of $19,513,559 for con- Seattle and that construction time is expected to take 27

struction of this 412 foot vessel to remlace the foreign-built months, The contract is 5o 12, .+ ever awarded by the

Wi ckersham. The new vessel will have capacity for 1,000 state of Alaska. The Port of Seattle
passengers, 324 berths and 184 standard vehicles. Commis.
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CONTRACT SIGNED FOR NEW ALASKA FERRYLINER

Officials of the Alaska State Department of Public Works and Lockheed Ship-
building and Construction Co. met Feb. 4 in the Seattle offices of Nickum &
Spaulding Associates, marine architects, to sign a $19,513,599 contract for the
418 foot long ferry Lockheed will build for the Alaskan Division of Marine
Transportation. Outboard profile of the ocean-going ferry is pictured behind the
group. Seated, left to right, are Martin L. Ingwersen, executive vice president-
operations, Lockheed Shipbuilding; George Easley, public works commissioner;
and Capt. H. J. Lockert, director of marine transportation. Standing are
principals of the firm that designed the ferry, Philip F. Spaulding, left, and
George C. Nickum.

SEATTLE — Officials of the
Alaskan Department of Public
Works and Lockheed Shipbuild-
ing and Construction Co. last
week signed a $19,513,599 con-
tract for construction of a 418
foot ocean going ferry. Alaska’s
Division of Marine Transporta-
tion expects to put the ferry into
service on its Alaskan Marine

The ship will be a twin screw,
twin rudder, diesel powered Shlp
designed to carry passengers and |
vehicles. Overall length will be
418 feet and 385 feet at the de-
sign load waterline. It will have
a beam of 85 feet, a draft of 16
feet, and a service speed of 21
knots.

To Carry 1,000 Passengers

The ferry will earry 1,000 pas-
sengers with berths for 324 and
a crew of 80. It will accommodate
184 standard sized American au-
tomobiles. Later addition of port-
able ramps would increase ve-
hicle capacity to 226 automobiles.

The ferry will be the largest of
the nine operated by the Alaska
Division of Marine Transporta-
tion, the most extensive passen-

Highway System early in 1974.

Commissioner George Easley,
who signed for Alaska, said that
it is the largest contract ever

awarded by the department. The
ship — largest commercial pas- |
senger ship to be built on Puget | _ I
Sound — will be constructed at | 8€r carrying fleet operated in
Lockheed’s Harbor Island ship- | theU.S.

yard. A solarium to be installed on

Martin L. Ingwersen, execu- the sun deck will provide a shel-
tive vice president-operations,  tered, panoramic viewing area.
signed the contract for Lockheed. Boat deck facilities include an
The contract signing took place | ©Observation lounge, _cocktail
in the offices of Nickum & Spauld- | lounge, cafeteria, and dining sa-
ing Associates, Inc., Seattle ma- | loon. Lounge, officers’ and crews
rine architectural firm that de-
signed the new “flag” ferry for |
the Alaskan fleet.

among facilities planned for the
mezzanine deck with provisions
for later installation of a hospital,
gift shop, and beauty salon.

messes, and staterooms are |

or semiprivate staterooms and
ship plans include crew recre-
ation rooms. All passenger state-
rooms will be equipped with pri-
vate baths.

two controllable pitch propellers S —
through reduction gears. | 3
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Two 9000 shp diesels will drive

RECEIVED

JAN 25 1972

ugsn E. Crossstt

MARINE T"M‘l»}?u TATION

Requests The Pleasure Of Your Attendance

at

THE ELEVENTH ANNIVERSARY

of

“REUB’S ANNUAL ALASKA GAME DINNER”

at

SIX P.M. SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 1972

at the

ELKS BALL ROOM
KETCHIKAN, ALASKA

WALDEMAR W. ECKARDT, CHEF
(European Trained - Member Culinary Guild)

DRESS
"Alaska Tuxedo"

All benefits, proceeds and donations from this dinner will be given
to the Ketchikan Childrens' Home, a local, charitable institution.
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GUESTS OF HONOR

WILLIAM A. EGAN, Governor of Alaska

RAY MOYER, Seattle

JOHN 1. DEAN, San Francisco
"IKE" CROSSETT, LaCrosse, Wis.
CLIFF NORDENSON, Juneau
VICTOR ROSELLINI, Seattle
ARNIE WEINMASTER, Seattle
SEN. BOB ZIEGLER, Ketchikan
WALLY AIKENS, Seattle

LES LARSON, Seattle

NACE DOHONEY, Seattle

ROBERT C. ERWIN, Justice, Anchorage
MARTY TENG, Halnes

T.C. WHITESIDE, Seattle

PETE DeBOER, Seattle

FRANK MURKOWSKI, Fairbanks
DON PEGUES, Fairbanks
WENDELL KAY, Anchorage
ARTHUR NELSON, Wrangell
WALLY KUBLEY, Anchorage
BILL WILLIAMS, Seattle

ERNEST CROSSETT, Marshfield, Wis.
ROBERT O'BRIEN, St. Treas,, Wash,
DAVID OHMER, Petersburg

SEN. JAN KOSLOSKY, Palmer

ARTHUR BROOKS, Juneau

CAPTAIN MERLE ADLUM, Seattle

DUKE CHASE, Wrangell

FRED ANGERMAN, Wrangell

LENORD ANGERMAN, Wrangell

HAROLD STRANDBERG, Juneau

CAPTAIN H.]. LOCKERT, Juneau

ROBERT HUNTER, ]Justice, Olympia, Wash.
AL ROSELLINI,. Seattle

CLAY NIXON, Seattle

GEORGE F, BONEY, Chief Justice, Anchorage
ROBERT REEVES, Anchorage

HENRY C. KEENE, Jr., Judge, Ketchikan
HUBERT A. GILBERT, Judge, Ketchikan
ELDOR LEE, Petersburg

ROBERT KORN, Cordova

EMMETT WATSON, Seattle HARVY HILDRE, Juneau
ROGER G. CONNOR, ]Justice, Anchorage
JAY A. RABINOWITZ, Justice, Fairbanks WILLIAM HAMILTON, Mayor of Ketchikan

WALTER ]. HICKEL, Anchorage ORAN K. GRAGSON, Mayor of Los Vegas

] |
\

@K%Wﬁ%‘

NOTE: "Connie" Borreson will remain in charge of "Reub’s" internationally famous ALASKA
MARTINI BOWL and Bud Boyce and Mel Hunter will handle the other refreshments.

NOTE: General Chairman Bill Stump anoounced that there is no truth in the rumor that there
would be a kayak race in "Reub's Alaska Martini Bowl".

NOTE: Admission only with presentation of enclosed card and signing guest book.

Earl Bright Easley against special fare

for elderly ferry passengers

. ’:-f:‘uneral services are planned
| Tuesday in Ballard, Wash. for

[ RowavEhigast, reukisng. Karl JUNEAU ® — Public works Commissioner George Easley

Pright, [told a House committee Saturday it should reject a resolution
Bright, 69, died Thursday in that would permit elderly Alaskans to travel on state ferries at
the University of Washington half fare.

Hospital, Seattle. Easley told the House State Affairs Committes the measure

; a7 would “create a privileged class at the expense of all the citiz-
Port engineer and chief in- enry.”
2p(lc£nr Ofl:llhh'“f Meif‘;ka an_'y Easley called “a fallacy” the concept that travelers moving
SySLetl] LIl TS -IedTemelt in on a space availability basis cost nothing to maintain.
1969, Bright had lived in Juneau i ? ¥ :
since 1940. He was supervisor Ihe resolution asks special fares for retired Alaskans who 5
of Alaskan vessels for the U.S. | would travel on a space availability basis on the Marine High-
| way System and commercial airlines.

Fish and Wildlife Service from

1940 until 1959, when he was hir- . He said the resolution did not define whether ths special

ed by the Alaska Public Works ‘ratcs applied to passage only or to vehicles, staterooms, food
Department to help plan and and beverages as well. Hard feelings would be created by shuff-
engineer the Marine Highway |ling elderly passengers off the system for full fars customers,
dystem. | and passengers left behind would be under “extreme hardship,” L3

he said. y A
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SEEING IS BELIEVING
,» - NewFerry

On Hn next page is pictorial proof of the skill and bhip V.
repair capabilities of Willamette Iron and Steel Company’s, 3 ea F-PR a‘
Portl: nn{ Marine Division as it pertains to the multi-million e ) 3 ;.E & Eﬁ: g! @

dollar lengthening and modernization of the State of
Alaska’s ferry flagship M.V. (motor vessel) MALAS-
PINA. The MALASPINA is pictured here moored dock-
side at Portland Marine in early January while being
stripped and readied for the operation shown in the photos
on the next page.

The Department of Publie
Works has accepted Lockheed
Shipbuilding and Construction
Company's low bid of $19,5613,659
far construction of a 418-foot ves-
sel to replace the foreigm-built
WICK ERSHAM,

Commissioner George Easley
saidl today that he is extremely |
pleased the bid wuas. under the | |
architects estimate of $20 mil-
Lo,

“The contract will be signed in
Seattle on February 4 and con-

What is depicted here is a remarkable performance by

a dedicated team under extremely adverse weather conditions

cold rain, wind, snow, and temperatures ranging from

the low 20's to low 30’s with driving winds that resulted in
a human body chill factor of zero and below.

The MALASPINA was severed (cut in two) in just
2 working days and the new midbody was aligned and joined

to the forebody and ready to receive L 1 strueto ill begi 1 0
s e g e L will have been built up to a predeter- e \.”H D ‘q.'ﬂ{'r'
the aft body in 3 working days. The : w Easley said. Construction time is
joining of the aft body to the new m'?_“‘d deck level, well above the wa- ?3353":;\?}"6 P, iy at 3-7 [!;[}nu]s‘ Y
midbody involves removal of some terline. ! . & e The: k- 41808, e - !
underwater hull plating (skin of the All hands (management, PADGEY 9~ g\?"g\) 36\03\@‘5@1\‘66 he in ..-T--.}:.Hl..h.-' Tntl ,,‘[-1",35‘? :\ull
vessel ) and extension of certain trans- sors, foremen, leadmen and journey- ‘\%\X‘e o @ecge £ ZEers "f.'}i Jl. | .-”rl 1 1{\;1“!:"?:;-
xtens 3 8 : : : grers, 424 hert A % chand
verse hull members to accommodate men of all crafts) are in hopes that .\SQ} \“% 1(9%\ D ard wvehicles,

o e b our sunny and clear weather will con- 228
new underwater hull (skin) plating J \)\,\0“ &c‘ﬁ \ﬁi}'b&@\(\% Ihe 319,513,559 contract is the

R eciaaly with the sk tinue so that this intricate steel work R L o . :

.‘1' 1I}1 -“:w:‘]:ntilrll,f E:ii(:xl okt g can be completed ahead of schedule. h‘a?mﬂ“egt “-ef’ O WPEEaL Everam \Uth-l by the State | |

y € oay. . . 4 b ‘3(:.\ ,{\@ to date i
Ralph West, Ship Superintendent on (@6\%%\\ ‘3“ N o9

Before the ferry will be undocked this job, has a de"finite glint in his Qefd‘\\@d’;{o\‘iﬂ L

and returned to Portland Marine's eyes these days which must be a good o et ]

ship repair dock, the new midbody omern. i /



SEEING IS BELIEVING

i T — i 1 o
Severed forebody blocked and New midbody being floated in
shored on drydock. for aligning to forebody.

New midbody in readiness to receive
aft body for aligning.

st | i LB N ol

BILL WILD, Portland Marine Divi- Portland Marine personnel take Moment of truth, as center line

Aft body approaches new sion, Ass’'t Mgr. signals Docking measurements and readings as blade of aft body eases down

midbody for aligning. Superintendent as aft body aft body and new midbody come into centerline receptacle of new
midbody.

inches closer to midbody. together.

A forebody, right,
center and aft body left.

new midbody, MALASPINA hull sections high and dry on MALASPINA high and dry on drydock No. 1,
drydock No. 1 as seen from wingwall of aligned and ready for joining overall.
adjacent drydock.

MALASPIN
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STRETCHED FERRY-The Alaska state ferry Malaspina left a into the hull of the vessel. A Portland firm will n

ow refit the new

Irydock in Portland, Ore., after a 56-foot center section was spliced section in completing the $6.3 million job. (AP wirephoto)




' Ferry is Alaska-bound

Flanked by anchored freighters, the Alaska ferry Matanuska left Pier 48
en route to Alaska. The vessol earlier had been at the Todd Shipyards Corp.
for repairs and maintenance. — Staff photo by Bruce McKim.




Cruising on the MV Bartlett

Seagulls circled lazily as
usy crewmen cast off the
ines, The engines came to life
nd with-a-surge of power the
\laska state ferry M/V Bart-
ett slid gently away from the
/aldez dock and into the still
lue-green waters of Port
/aldez,

The mountains that formed
he back drop for scenic mew
/aldez were restful shades of
reen. Brilliant  sunlight
lanced on their snow covered
weaks.

FOR THE 165 passengers
board the 193 foot M/V
Jartlett, the seven-hour cruise
o Whittier would take them
wt ¢he Valdez Arm into
’rince William Sound, to Co-
umbia Bay, past Glacier
sland, Axel Line Island, Bald
Jead, Chris Island, through
Nells Passage and Passage
“anal o Whittier.

The master of the M/V
3artlett, Capt. Richard Hof-
tad, welcomed us aboard. She
eft with a full load two years
igo on her inaugural voyage
ind she was leaving with a full
oad once again,

Aboard, hungry passengers
jathered in the dining area for
reakfast. Others explored the
ressel, from the solarium,

Jones Act waiver

- passes for Wicky |

A fun trip

The M/V Barilelft makes
the Valdez-Whittier trip five
fimes weekly, Adult fare is
39 one way. The tanifi for a
passenger vehicle oné way is
$32.

To travel from Whittier to
Portage via train is $10 for
vehicles and passengers or $1
for passengers only.

For additional infermation
contact your fravel agent or
the local office of the Alaska
Marine Highway, logated in
the Alaska Railroad terminal
building, at 272-4482.

which crowns the ship where
passengers relax in comfori-
able deck chairs, 10 tig obser-
valion lounge below. |

AS WE moved out bf Port
Valdez, Capt. Holstad des-
cribed the arca: “Acmbss the
bay from Valdez is th&@site of
the first Army post in this
area, established in the early
1900s. The day family later
purchased ithe site. and! etab-
lished a post office, calling it
Dayville. " An area neag Day-
ville has been cleared by Aly-

WASHINGTON (AP) — The|

U.S. House has passed a bill to
allow the Norwegian-built Wick- |
ersham ferry to carry passen-|
gers and cargo between Alaska

and Washington State.

Sponsored by Rep. Nick Beg-
ich, D-Alaska, the measure
would grant a waiver from the
Jones Act pending completion
of a U.S.-built replacement ves-
sel. The Wickersham is owned
by the State of Alaska.

The bill, which went to the|

Senate following House passage
Monday, would allow the ferry

to transport merchandise and

passengers  between certain
ports in southeastern Alaska
and between ports in Alaska
and Washington.

. Wicky Waiver Passes
i“)’A waiver to the Jones Act
that would allow the state of
Alaska to operate its foreign-
built ferry Wickersham between
Alaska ports and Seattle passed
. the U.S. House today, according
to word to the Daily News from
Congressman Nick Begich, D-

Alaska,

eska Pipeline Company in an-
ticipation of setting up a tank
farm. there.”

We picked up speed and
passed Jackson Point where
the Spaniards first landed in
1720, As we entered Valdez
Arm the captain pointed out
the site of the old cliff mine.

“Cliff mine was the last ac-
tive goldmine in the area. At
one time over 500 men work-
ed there. Gov. Egan's father
worked and died there in a
mining accident, The govemor
also worked there as a young
man.”

We were passing Sawmill
Bay where the first commer-
cial oyster bed seeding opera-
tion was started by Bill Jack-
son who still lives there and
is known as the mayor. The
captain told us that according
to Bill, “the water left the
bay three times during the
1964 earthquake. Later sound-
ings established that the bot-
tom of the bay had risen seven
feer. T've always wondered
what Bill Jackson was doing
while the bay was emptied
and filled three times.”

THE DEEP green of the
closest mountains merged into
the darker hues of more dis-
tant peaks. The water had

turned a translucent blue as
the sun rose higher and we
entered Prince William Sound
anamed by Captain Cook in
1778. From the turn of the
century through the 1920s as
many as 6,000 people lived
on the islands in the sound.
They were mainly miners and
fox farmers who Ileased the
islands from the federal gov-
ernment to raise foxes. There
also were some bootleggers
still during the days of pro-
hibition.

An announcement came
over the loud speaker. “Movie
in the lounge in ten minutes.”
the movie, about glaciation
and the Columbia Glacier, was
shown by a Forest Service rep-
resentative aboard the ship
who was participating in a
visitor information program
sponsored by the U.S. Forest
Service and the Alaska Marine
Highway.

The movie began . ., . “Co-
lumbia Glacier is one of the
largest tidewater glaciers in
Alaska. It is approximately 41
miles long and covers an area
of 440 square miles.

“THE ICE stream is from
214 to 4 miles wide, and the
face of the glacier rises fo a
height of more than 200 feet,

A fun cruise
aboard the
MYV Bartlett

The water depth at the face
cannot be determined because
it 1s impossible to get close to
the face due to the constant
discharge of icebergs into the
S€a.

“The first recorded descrip-
ticn of the Columbia Glacier
was made by Vancouver’s par-
ty in 1774. From his descrip-
tion and sketch maps the gla-
cier remains close its position
recorded at that time. The
glacier received its name after
Columbia University in 1899
from the Harriman expedition,

“The earthquake of March
27, 1964, shook this area and
Columbia Bay is believed to
have been uplifted one to two
feet. No appreciable change
occurred to the glacier. Ice-
bergs were expected to in-
crease but calving was at a
normal rate for the summer
of 1964.”

Capt. Hofstad announced |
that Columbia Glacier was in
sight and we rushed out on
deck for our first look. With-
in a few miles of the face of
the glacier power was cut. We

made our way slowly, edging
carefully between ice ﬂoes‘
covered with hair seals curi-
ously watching as we moved
among them. Capt. Hofstad
cautioned us to speak softly.
Hair seals are frightened by
the sound of voices.

WE CAME within a half
mile of the scarred face of the |
glacier. We felt a drop of|
20 to 30 degrees in tempera-
ture. The glacier was chalk
white with bright blue slashes
on its face.

Passengers were hushed, si-
lence enveloped the ship. The
clicking of camera shutters
was the only interruption of
the peaceful aura that sur-
rounded us,

A report like a rifle shot
split the air. An ice fall the
size of a 20 story building
broke from the face of the
glacier. It plunged into the
sea and a jet of water shot up
from the surface nearly 100
feet.

AS WE left the glacier
calved again. The ice plunged
into the water making violent
waves that softened to ripples
and carressed the Bartlett's
hull.

As we passed by Mummy
Bay, lunch was announced,
Everyone made his way to the
dining room only to rush back

on deck to watch four doll
porpoises frolicking off the
starboard bow. They angled in
toward the ship and then away
—surfacing in graceful arches,
their dorsal fins sliced the
glassy surface of the water.
We sailed into Passage Ca-

nal surrounded by sharply |

rising mountains, their green
sides broken by granite out-
croppings and waterfalls that

plunged from the summits to |
the sea. A collage of color; |

,
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granite gray, whites and
chades of green. :
THE WORDS ‘“killer!

whale” flashed through the | |
ship. Passengers collected to |

watch and take pictures. The

beauty of the deliberate, al-|

most sinister movements of

the whale, sharply contrasted | '

with the exuberance of the
porpoises. The whale crossed
our path, spouted and sound-
ed.

As we approached Whittier,
Capt. Hofstad directed our at-
tention to a rocky escarpment

rising several hundred feet |

above the watesline up the
mountain face. It was covered
with thousands of nesting kit-
tiwake, a member of the guli
family who come every spring,
hatch their young and leave
in the fall. -

Two bald eagles perched in
the top of a tall tree peered
at us as we made our way

across the canal to Whittier, |

a one-time Army base, nestled

at the bottom of snow-peaked !

mountains with eye-capturing
waterfalls,

As we approached the dock
cars and campers were lined
up for the return trip to Val-
dez. We watched the bow of
the Bartlett gradually begin
to 1ift until it was raised high
enough for vehicles to drive
off the vehicle deck. While
leaving T overheard a fellow
passenger compare the Bart-
lett to Moby Dick. The ves-
sel did indeed remind one of
a giant blue and yellow whale
with its mouth open. 1 was
told by a crew member that
this is called a knighthead bow
and is unique to the M/V
Partlett.

I waved goodby to the Bart-
lett and boarded the Alaska
Railroad for the 30-minute
trip to Portage (there is no
highway to Whittier) and the
highway to Anchorage.

—GINGER JOHNSON




Hire Law
Will Be
Tested

An attorney for 15 Seattle-based
marine engineers says he hopes
their suit against the state fer-
ry system's Alska hiring pol-

| icy will be heard by superior
| court

in  Juneau within a
month. ‘

Attorney Avrum Gross said
today the engineers and the
state would talk with Judge
| Thomas Stewart about quick
| scheduling for the case, be-
lieved to be the first court test
of whether Alaska can dis-
criminate in its own employ-
ment practices against non-
residents. -
Meanwhile, Steward Friday
issued a restraining order pro-
hibiting for 10 day implementa-
tion of a new ferry system or-
der that excludes-Seattle from
| the list of “*change ports,” or
places where crews can be re-
| placed. g

The marine highway system
allow use of Juneau, Ketchikan,

Wickersham Waiver

REP. NICK Begich, fresh from
praise for the work that he did on
the native land claims settlement
(in Congress, appears about ready to
| pull off another coup.

This time the subject is the
Wickersham, the big white ferry
|boat that Walter J. Hickel bought
when he was governor and which
'has sailed in stormy seas ever
since.

As has been noted many times,
the Wickersham — for all its luxury
‘and all its super accommodations

— has never been able to fulfill the

role envisioned for it by Mr. Hickel.

| Asthe flag ship of Alaska’s ferry
| fleet, the Wickersham was to have

sailed between Seattle and South-
|eastern Alaska ports — hauling
| happy tourists and making a bundle
' of money for the state.

BUT MR. HICKEL, for all his
enthusiasm for the Wickersham,
was never able to overcome the

| Jones Act restrictions.

| That piece of federal law prohib-

( its the use of foreign built ships in
interstate trade and commerce.

But it never was able to go the
distance — and still isn’t.

Now its days are numbered. The
state already has awarded a con-
tract for construction of a replace-
ment vessel, to be built in ap Amer-
ican shipyard.

With the letting of that contract,
Congressman Begich was able to
follow through in Washington on a
bill to waive the Jones Act tempo-
rarily.

YESTERDAY THE Merchant
Marine and Fisheries Committee of
the U.S. House okayed the waiver
for the Wickersham — for a period
not to exceed 36 months, or until
the new vessel is ready to enter the
state's ferry system.

That will mean that the Wicker-
sham, finally, has a chance of be-
coming the full queen of the fleet —

if only fleetingly, if you'll excuse '

the term. Once its replacement is
ready, the Wickersham is to be
sold.

Mr. Begich sees clear sailing
ahead for the waiver bill. He looks
for approval by the full House next

|  Committee Okays
Wickersham Waiver

A measure granting the
Alaska Marine Highway Sys-
tem vessel Wickersham a
waiver from the Jones Act
was passed unanimously out
of Congressional committee,
U.S. Rep. Nick Begich said
today.

The foreign-built Wicker-
sham, since purchase by the
state during the Walter J.
Hickel administration, has
been restricted by the act
from travel from one U.S.
port to another.

The waiver, in the form of
an amendment to a bill be-
fore the House Merchant Ma-
rine and Fisheries Commit-
tee, would grant a maximum
36-month exemption from the
restriction, the Democrat
from Juneau said.

Stowaway

U.S. House Passes
Wickersham Waiver

The U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives today passed un-
animously a measure exemp-
ting the Alaska Marine High-
way System vessel Wicker-
sham from the Jones Act.

The act has prevented the
ferry from operating between
U. S. ports since the state
bought the foreign-built ship
during the Walter Hickel ad-
ministration.

I| Rep. Nick Begich told the
Empire today that passage
came after nine months of
committee study.
i The measure, when passed
by the Senate, will be effec-
|| tive only until the vessel is
replaced.

By GERRY BRUDER

Daily News Staff Writer
During the Southeastern
| Conference meeting in Sitka Feb.
4-, the marine transportation
| commiltee unanimously decided

Found

| Seattle and numerous other {' So the Wickersham has never month, and relatively quick pas- | to ask Gov. William Egan to
panhandle cities as change been more than half a ferry for sage by the Senate. appropriate funds from the
ports. Alaska. It operated between Seattle If things go well, travelers may On Fer state’s  special highway

But in a memorandum dated and British Columbia — or between be able to ride the Wickersham I) assistance program to contract

' Feb. 22, the state public works | British Columbia and Southeastern
department said only Juneau | Alaska.

and Ketchikan could be used
for that purpose. Ferry system
and union rules group ship
workers in two crews. Mem-
bers of each crew are paired

from Juneau to Seattle and back
this tourist season.

AROUND THE WORLD

for a second Bartlett-class ferry
within the 120-day time limitation
offered by the successful bidder
board, a 21 year old secretary | of the first Bartlett-class vessel.
from Anchorage. The committee noted that the
The woman told the Empire | 5:;0 has the option of con-

8

| The Taku arrived at the Jun-
leau ferry terminal Tuesday
|morning with a stowaway a-

Also covered at the governor's
weekly press conference was
the possibility of a waiver from

i . s morning, “‘It was a spur racting for the cond £
' off by job assignment, and the the Jones Act for the Wicker- of the mogem decision—Pye | r2¢! "8 fo u e sm:;_:{c_i r‘erg
senior man of each pair is sham ferry. \ ' never stowed away on a ship under ..r.‘_t..'a.‘ne conditio s
ick his change port. . those negotiated for the first one
allowed to pi e A waiver was recommended FRO

ALASKA
s

before—I just walked aboard at |
| Prince Rupert and decided to |
try it.”

late last year,

A second vessel i:' necessary
A check of tickets about 9:00 | for the first one late last year.
pm. Monday night revealed The committee noted that the
that the “guest” aboard the| state has the option of con-
Taku did not have a ticket for | tracting for the second ferry
the trip. She did, however, have ' » same conditions as
an airplane ticket to Anchorage. ated for the first one
The stowaway said she walked last year.,
aboard at Prince Rupert with A secq

Public works commissioner
George Easley said while ferry
|'system contracts always have
| stipulated that Juneau and Ket-
chikan would be the replace-
ment ports, “‘over the years t_he
system has eroded to the point
where we are making ex-
ceptions to accommodate indi-
viduals at additional expense to

by a Congressional committee
Monday, and Egan said he hopes
it will pass, it “would mean
about $500,000 a year to the
state.”
The waiver would be tempor-
ary and would last only until an
American-built ship replaces \
the Wickersham.

L L i Richard A. Berg:
“The year 1971 saw
13,126 revenue pas-
sengers transiting
the Alaska Marine
Highway Seattle
terminal at Pier
48 representing an -
8.5% increase over
1970. While July,
1971 saw a record

nd vescal ig opae
Egan said the waiver for the use by 2,204 passengers, the greatest per- . g : ond vessel is necessary,
the state.” Wicﬁersham is a special case | cent iyncrcm‘c Fivas fcfr the wiﬁter mor?thrs friends, mingled with the p;ss-u the commiliee said, to handle the
| Easley said nine men living | and he does not see it as open- | When 42.6% more passengers traveled in engers and crew, and passed as integrated needs of the
i i i f tion f 1971 than in 1970. These figures, testify- a fare paying passenger for| s, iicoctern marine highway
|in Seattle were using the city illgt.l}loe dOOR Orfexel'alp I;lmkl: ing to the year-round popularity of a most of the trip {

nes Act for other Alas = o L

|as the change port. When a

| man was ill or on vacation, he |
said, the system was forced to, |
pay another employe overtime
to maintain ferry functions, or
to fly a replacement from

[ Alaska to Washington.

system. One ferry would then
provide shuttle service to the
| communities of Pelican. Hoonah,

Seattle link to the Marine Highway, am-
ply reinforce the original arguments for
| establishment of the terminal at Pier 48.

Lockheed Shipbuilding recently
signed an agreement with the State of
Alaska calling for the construction of a
$20-million vessel to replace the M/V
‘Wickersham.” The 418-footer will have
a total capacity of 1,000 passengers (324
in staterooms) and 226 vehicles, . . .
IAIuska Airlines commenced its solo serv-
|ice from Seattle and Anchorage to South-
castern Alaska in February following no
action by the CAB on last-minute ap-
| peals by various parties to retain a com-
petitive situation to the large airports at

“I think I could have made it
all the way to Haines without
getting caught if I hadn’t got off |
at Wrangell to have a beer with
friends,” the stowaway said.

“I was drinking Budweiser—
next time I think I will try Luck-
|ky,” she added.

Marine Transportation Divi-

|sion officials said they had made
arrangements for the stowaway
to cash in her airline ticket and
pay for the ferry ride to Juneau.
The Taku's extra ‘“‘passenger”

shipping.

Angoon and ‘I'enakee, while the
other would be used on runs to
Hollis, Metlakatla and Thorne
Bay.

The committee urged that
restrictions be lifted on the use of
the Wickersham while the second
Bardlett-class ferry is under
construction. It also recom-

h\jl(, KERSHAM Replacement Ordered

| \.auneuu (Feb, 1 )}-The Depart- in Seattle on February 4 and
ment of Public Works has accept=- construction will begin soon

: 4 S aa . - T = Juneau and Ketchikan. . . . The Alaska : - ¥ :
ed 10““‘?‘“ shipbuilding ar oy atter, " hsley said, Construc- Legislature contemplates the $311-million said she was flying back to An- | :"nenfied th:llhl Ofg ‘season S Wi
| Construction Company's low bid  tion time is estimated at 27 | general-fund budget submitted by Gov- chorage this afterncon to re- | ares on (he ierry system be
of $19, 513, 559 for construction months, ernor William A. Egan, a third of which Iturn to work and had been | reduced to encourage more

The new 418 joot vessel will {1s earmarked for education,

of a 418 foot vessel to replace

the foreign-bullt WICKERSHAM. jhave capacity for 1, 000 passen- g
| Commissioner George lsley gers, 324 berths, and 184 stan- mND g:ir&es :esrea::-]ed grgnaélr':;s;
[ #ald today thac he {s extremely ._and vehicles. | the stowaway ang

' - = | have been made fo pay her fare,
pleased the bid was under the The $19, 513, 559 contract Is Marine: e Bl :

the largest ever awanded by the | officials said.
State to date,

| ““down South™ on personal bus-
iness.

patronage, according to Bill
Boardman, who attended the
conference from Ketchikan.,

1 "

-

sichitects estlimate of $20 mil-
Hon,
| "The contract will be signed




Bills to free
‘Wicky’ for

U.S. service

By CHRIS CARLSON
Of Our Washington Bureau
WASHINGTON—A law temporarily waiving the Jones Act to
permit operation of the Alaska ferry Wickersham can be expected

by late March or early April.

Earlier this week Alaskan’s Democratic Rep. Nick Begich was
successful in getting his bill for waiver reported out favorably from
the House Merchant Marine and Fisheries Committee,

BEGICH’S BILL WAS sent to the House Rules Committee, |

where it is expected ito receive a rule |

number and be reported to the floor
for final action within the month, |

Sen. Ted Stevens, R-Alaska, who |
had his bill for a similar waiver re- |
ported out favorably in December, sub-
mitted the unanimously favorable com- |
mittee report on his bill Tuesday, fol-
lowing the unprecedented mction by
the House commiitee on Monday.

According to an aide, Stevens de-
liberately held wp his bill until the
House acted on Begich's bill.

BOTH BILLS are similar in that
they would permit the full operation of
the Wickersham between United States
and Alaskan ponts while a replacement
Americanimads boat is being built,
which is expected to take approximately |
27 months. Presently, the Wickersham
is permiited to run only between one
U.S. port and one foreign port.

Rep. Begich's bill, however, would
prohibit the Wickessham from deliver-
ing goods, while Sew. Stevens bill would
permit such: deliveries. The differences
between the bills, though minor, may
necessitate a conference committes be-
tween the House and Senate in order
to come up with one bill.

The present schedule, according to
a Steven's aide, calls for Stevens to
wait until the House actually passes its
bill, before the senator will bring his
bill to the Senate floor for similar
action.

STEVENS HAS been talking to
various maritims unions and shipbuild-
ers who are opposed to the bill, and
reportedly will seek to bring his bill to
the Senate floor without any amend-
ments being offered to it, which the
maritime umions and shipbuilders do
not want to see.

The GOP senator is also waiting
for the House to act because there is a
possihility he may accept Begich's bill

and drop his own, in order to expedite
the matter and by-pass the need for a
conference to iron out differences,

Stevens emphasized that he primar-
ily wants a bill enabling the Wicker-
sham to operate between Alaskan ports,
and despite point blank questioning,
was very careful not to say that he |
would not accept Begich's bill in lieu
of his own.

BEGICH’S BILL provides that the
Wickersham could engage in full serv-
ice beginning with the date the state
enters into a binding contract for an
American-built replacement vessel. Ac-
cording to Stevens’ office, the state has
already entered into such an agreement
with Lockheed Corp.

The $19.5 million vessel would be
built in Seattle, and Begich estinates '
that construction time would be 27

| months, His bill would permit the

Wickersham to operate under the waiv-
er for 36 months.

Both Begich and Stevens feel full
operation of the Wickersham will rep-
resent a vast improvement for the
Alaska Marine Highway, and will en-
able the Wickersham to cease being a
financial liability for the state.

Stevens' apparent willingness to
leave the door open on possibly ac-
cepting Begich's measure argues well for
a speedy enactment into law of some
type of measure permitting the Wicker-
sham to operate by late spring.

g
O Committee Okays
Wickersham Waiver

A measure granting the
Alaska Marine Highway Sys-
tem vessel Wickersham a
waiver from the Jones Act
was passed unanimously out
of Congressional committee,
U.S. Rep. Nick Begich said
today.

Wicky Waiver

Passes

Congressman Nick Begich
reported in a telephone con-
versation with the Press
last Monday that the U.,S,
House of Representatives
passed unanimously by voice
vote his bill allowing opera-
tion of the Wickersham be-
tween Alaska ports and other
U.S. ports,

The House action took place
Monday, March 6, after num-
erous meetings which remain-
ed unpublicized because of
what Beglch termed ‘‘the sen-
sitive nature of the bill”
Begich had special praise
for the men whose efforts
helped assure passage of the
bill, He commended Rep, Ed
Garmatz, chairman of the
House Merchant Marine and
Fisheries Committee; Rep,
Tom Pelly, ranking minority
member of the committee;
Alaska Gov, Willilam Egan,
Commissioner George Easley

House

of the Alaska Department of
Public Works, Herbert Lock-
ert, director of the Division
of Marine Transportation, and
architect Phillp F, Spaufding
for thelr outstanding contri-
butions to the successful ef-
fort,

Passage of the bill was

complicated, Begich continued,

by the number of federal
agencies that had to be con-
tacted,

The Treasury, Commerce
and State Departments had to
be informed as well as rep-
resentatives of the transpor-
tation industry, labor and
management, -

The Alaska congressman said
that the Senate bill pertaining
to walver of the Jones Act
has already been reported out
of committee and should be
acted upon by the Senate by
next week,

Bill Morrice, traffic manager of Alaska's

Division of Marine Transportation,

above spanning with thumb and forefinger the
54' section currently being added to the M.V.

Malaspina.

The new stateroom and deck plans are now

available from the ferry office and inaddit;on
copies of .the ferry system schedule for April-

September 1972 are also available. When the
M.V. Malaspina enters service June 23, on the

Seattle run, it will have stateroom accommoda=

tions for 284 people.

For materials write to:
Division of Marine Transportation

Pouch R

Juneau, Alaska 99801

TYourism
is everybody’s
business.

_,“‘:i;empomry Waiving of
Jones Act by April?

is pictured
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jJerries could
help in strike

By €CHRIS CARLSON
Cf Our Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON—Sen. Ted Stevens, R-Alaska, said last
' week the State of Alaska should consider an expansion of its
ferry system as one future alternative for circumventing crippling
longshoreman strikes on the West Coast.

reason and we can use other services, such as increased truck-
ing and hydra-trains, which would not be affected by a strike.
Then we could meet our needs without regard to a longshore-
man's strike,” Stevens told a news conference.

a Commerce Committet trip to Hawaii for four days, from
Jan. 17 to Jan, 20. Stevens said he was going at the request
of Sen. Daniel Inouye, D-Hawaii, who will hold hearings in
Hawaii on legislation he intends to introduce giving Hawaii
special status in the event of another drawn-out strike by West
Coast longshoreman.

According to Stevens, Inouye's bill would authorize the
President to charter vessels or use government ships to restore
the flow of freight traffic to Hawaii on request of Hawaii's
governor anyime a longshoreman'’s strike is longer than 30 days.

Stevens said he wants to see if there is anything in the bill
for Alaska. He pointed out, however, that Alaska is not as
isolated as Hawaii and that during longshoreman strikes goods
can still flow to Alaska along the Alaska Highway or by using
hydra-trains, which utilize barges, or by using the state ferry
system. :

STEVENS maintained the mayor of Honolulu has re-
quested Alaska mayors to write their congressional representa-
ives and urge them to support Inouye’s bill. Stevens said he
1ad already received one such letter,

“There’s a considerable fear in Alaska about the resump-
ion of the West Coast longshoreman’s strike, particularly if we
et a pipeline permit. We limped through the last strike by
itilizing different types of services,” Stevens said, but then
»ointed out that due to winter and the danger of increased truck-
ng on the Alaska Highway breaking frost heaves, the trucking
oute would be handicapped in a new strike.

Stevens said he did not believe Congress could Icgislate a
citlement to the strike nor could government compel a sctile-
nent by binding arbitration. He said an agreement has to be
ammered out in bargaining sessions,

RECOGNIZING that lengthy strikes can prove detrimtntal
or Alaska, Stevens recommended the State provide itself some
surance by expanding the state ferry system, and equipping
resent ferries to handle rail cars, if need be.

He pointed out that funds for such an expansion could
ome from the Federal contribution to the Alaska Highway
und, which he said will be $20 million for 1972, “The state
ould use this money for the ferries if it wants,” Stevens said.

“Once we get a pipeline permit, we'll have to find a way
2 keep any strike from hurting the pipeline construction and
ausing further delays," Stevens stated emphatically,

HE SAID while in Hawaii, “T'll see if any portion of
nouye's approach can apply to Alaska.” He also said he will
'y to find the root-core solution to the problem of the long-
woreman's sirike, but added, “I don’t have any basic solution

ght now."”

“One thing I know for sure, & solution will not depend on
hat Alaska wants,” Stevens said, pointing out that the power
nions in the Lower 48 scldom relate to Hawaii or Alaska's
nique problems.

BULLETIN

Begich Wickersham Bill Passes House and Senate
Awaits President’s Signature

In an unprecedented victory for Alaska, the House has acted to pass my bill, H.R. 10834, m_prmidc a
temporary waiver of the Jones Act and permit full operation of the M/V WICKERSHAM. No waiver of the Jones

Act has ever been passed for Alaska, in spite of years of effort.

My bill provides for operation of the WICKERSHAM between Alaska ports and U.S. ports in the lower 48
during the period that an American replacement vessel is being constructed in Seattle ship-years. A contract for the

“We have the facilities for caring for Alaska by modifying replacement vessle, costing $19.5 million, was recently signed, and construction will take about 2V years. .During
our ferries and expanding the system. It's not beyond range of this period, should my bill become law, the WICKERSHAM can provide full service on the Alaska Marine Highway

and begin to operate economically.

Two days later the Senate passed H.R. 10834 and that same day it went to the White House where it awa_its
STEVENS COMMENTS came in the course of justifying the President’s signature. This will be the second major legislative measure, specifically for Alaska, to pass during

the 92nd Congress.

OFFICIAL BUSINESS

= CONGRESSMAN
& Nick Begich
9 Reports

I

Surface transportation in Southeastern Alaska was re-
volutionized when the Alaska Marine Highway went into
operation in 1963.

Growth of the system has been continuous, with increas-
ing numbers of passengers and vehicles carried every
vear. The need has been such that each addition of new
facilities and ships has been a step behind the growing de-
mand for ferry service,

Methods of doing the most good with limited resources
available while coping the peculiar Alaskan problems of
geography and extreme variation between summer and off-
season traffic patterns have posed thorny problems in
management and planning.

It is not surprising that the state turned to outside con- ’
sultants last year for advice on all phases ofoperation and-:
expanison of the ferry system.

THe voluminous draft reports from the consultants were
released for the first time at the southeast Conference
here on Sunday. Public Works Commissioner George
Easley cautioned that the recommendations of the consul-
tants will not necessarily be adopted because of other con-
siderations, and policy decisions the state must make,

The report recommends:

—Investment in new vessels and modifications to the
existing fleet from 1974 to 1995 of $300 million.

—Addition of 11 new vessels, including eight of the ocean-
going class, to the 1973-74 fleet,

—Introduction of Southeast-Southwest service by 1980.

—A 20 per cent increase in both passenger and vehicle
fares and 10 per cent in the steward's department func-
| tions.

The reports also have recommendations on scheduling,
addition of new ports of call, They see an average growth
in passenger and vehicle usage demand of seven per cent

| annually through 1995. Even so, they said, the “signifi-
cant problem of demand exceeding capacity during the
| peak four-month period will continue into the future.”

Needless to say, there's plenty of material to digest, but
it would be a mistake to think the reports have greatly
simplified the job of the Marine Highway administrators.

Yet to be determined, and largely outside the scope of
the sliderule boys are the social, to say nothing of the
political, aspects of the ferry system operation. The sys-
tem will never be self-sustaining from its own revenues, so
the level of the subsidy--currently about $5 million a year--
will have to be under constant review.in terms of whether
the more costly routes are justified in terms of promoting
the welfare of the communities involved.

There's also the King size selling job not only to the legis-
lature but to the people of the state that will have to be
undertaken if (he huge capital expenditures proposed are
actually secured,

S0 as a practical matter, the future course of the Marine
. Highway system is anything but clear,

| ~"Alaska’s Marine Highway System started in a small way back in
1957 with one small vessel plying between Tee Harbor and Skagway.
In 1963 the sister ships Taku, Matanuska and Malaspina joined
the fleet and later the Tustumena, Wickersham and Bartlett were
delivered.
Tralfic increases every year. The need has been such that each
‘ addition of new facilities and ships has been just a step behind the
growing demand for ferry service.
| Coping with the peculiar Alaskan problems of geography and with
the extreme variation between summer and winter traffic on the
! ferries has posed problems for the state in management and plann-
ing. e
Now the state has asked a Seattle firm of consultants to provide
a tentative schedule and projections for future use and expansion
of the marine highway system.
The report was released for the first time at the meeting of the
Southeastern Conference in Sitka last week by Public Works Com-
missioner George Easley.
The report recommends:
—Investment in new vessels and modifications to the existing
| fleet — $300 million from 1974 to 1995.
—Addition of 11 new vessels to the 1974-75 fleet, eight to be of the
ocean-going class.
—Introduction of Southeast-Southwest services by 1980, comecting
Juneau with Valdez and thus uniting the two existing systems.
—A 20 per cent increase in both passenger and vehicle fares plus
{a 10 per cent hike in steward department funetions.
| The report sees a seven per cent per year growth figure through
1995. Even so, they predict that demand will exceed capacity during
| the June through September peak months.
In the near future, the plan suggests including Metlakatla, Hoonah,
Angoon, Tenakee Springs, Snettisham, Gustavus and Yakutat on
the Southeast schedule.
Recommended for 1974, or whenever the new 235-foot feeder vessel
replaces the Chilkat, is year-round service of seven round trips to
| Metlaktala per week and two to Hollis. They predict the demand will
not exceed capacity on this run.
Long range plans, if financing should ever become available,
would be to extend the Southwest run to circle the Alaska Peninsula
via road from Iniskin Bay to South Naknek and on up the.coast to
an eventual terminal at St. Michael, near the mouth of the Yukon
River. “i
| No one expected the marine highway to be a revenue-producing
system, but the state will have to face the problem eventually of
whether or not adding costly routes are justified in terms of pro-
moting the welfare of the communities involved. =52,
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PoORT OF SEATTLE REPORTER

$19.5 Million Contract

Lockheed to Build

Officials of the Alaskan Depart-
ment of Public Works and Lockheed
Shipbuilding and Construction Com-
pany recently signed a $19,513,599
contract for construction of a 385-
foot ocean-going ferry. Alaska’s Di-
vision of Marine Transportation ex-
pects to put the ferry into service on
its Alaska Marine Highway System
early in 1974.

The ship—Ilargest commercial
passenger ship to be built on Puget
Sound—will be constructed at Lock-
heed’s Harbor Island shipyard.

The contract signing ceremony
took place in the offices of Nickum
& Spaulding, Seattle marine-archi-
tectural firm that designed the new
“flag” ferry for the Alaskan fleet.

Initially slated for use on the ma-
rine highway from Puget Sound into
Southeastern Alaska waters, the
ship will be built to American
Bureau of Shipping standards for
full ocean service.

The contract was the third new
ship award for the Lockheed yard
in the last six months. A $15-mil-
lion, 640-foot bulk carrier being
built for Bankers Trust Company of
New York for long-term time char-
ter use by the California and Ha-
waiian Sugar Company is already
under construction. Shop and slab
work on the $52 million, 12,000
ton WABG-10 Coast Guard ice-
breaker was to begin late in Feb-
ruary.

Martin L. Ingwersen, vice presi-
dent—operations for Lockheed, said:
“This new contract allows us to keep
our workforce at an effective level
and helps boost the economy of the
Northwest.”

Ingwersen indicated that the three
contracts in hand should “keep our
manpower at above the 2,000 level
for the next two years.”

Particulars
The new ferry is a twin screw,
twin rudder, diesel-powered ship
designed to carry passengers and
vehicles. Overall length will be 418
feet and 385 feet at the design-load

Lockheed And Peterson
Apparent Low Bidders
For Alaska Ferries

Bids have been opened by the State
of Alaska, Department of Public
Works, with Lockheed Shipbuilding
& Construction Co., Seattle, Wash.,
the apparent low bidder with a $19,-
513,599 bid for construction of a new
flagship for the Alaska State Ferries.
[he 418-foot vessel, designed by
Nickum & Spaulding, will provide

J

o

waterline. It will have a beam of 85
feet, a draft of 16 feet and a service
speed of 21 knots.

[t will carry 1,000 passengers with
berths for 324 and a crew of 80.
The ferry will accommodate 184
standard-sized American automo-
biles. Later addition of portable
ramps would increase vehicle ca-
pacity to 226 automobiles.

Lockheed expects to lay keel for
the ferry on its Shipway No. 3 fol-
lowing launching of the bulk carrier
in August. Construction is estimated
to take 27 months.

Service Benefits

The new vessel will replace the
foreign-built “Wickersham” and, be-
ing under American registry, will be
able to operate directly between
American ports. This will enable
the State to expand and improve
service especially in Southeastern
Alaska.

The “Wickersham,” under foreign
registry, is being used only on runs
between British Columbia and
Southeastern ports with passengers
unable to travel directly between
Alaskan ports because of the Jones
Act restrictions. It will be sold

berths for 324 passengers, accommo-
dations for 1,000 day passengers, and
will have a capacity for 184 auto-

mobiles. The Swedish-built M/V |

Wickersham, which the new ferry
will replace, will be sold.

The same office also opened bids
for a 235-foot ferry with Peterson
Builders, Inc., Sturgeon Bay, Wis.,,
the low bidder with a $5,386.,000 bid.
If a second ferry is ordered within
120 days, the second price would be
$5,086,000.

Alaska Ferry

Signing of the contract for the new ferry |

took place in the office of Nickum & Spauld-
ing Associates. Seated, left to right, are
Martin L. Ingwersen, executive vice president
—operations, Lockheed Shipbuilding; George
Easley, Alaska commissioner of public works;
and Capt. H. J. Lockert, Alaska director of
marine ftransportation. Standing are princi-
pals of the firm that designed the ferry,
Philip F. Spaulding, left, and George C.
Nickum. Qutboard profile of the ocean-going
ferry is pictured on the wall behind the group.
(Photo, R. H. Fletcher)

when the new vessel goes into
service.
Architects

The firm of Nickum & Spaulding
Associates, Inc., although only re-
cently established, had its true origin
in 1925 when the firm W. C.
Nickum & Sons was founded, and
in 1952 when the firm of Philip F.
Spaulding & Co. was formed.

These two firms, prior to becom-
ing combined into Nickum and
Spaulding Associates, had both
earned reputations as highly suc-

cessful and broadly capable naval |

architectural firms. The merger of
the two firms has brought together,
under a single capable management,

talents and experience which permit |

it to undertake and successfully
complete any marine design project
that can be conceived.

'Waiver Bill

Progresses

A bill to temporarily waive
the Jones Act-and allow the
Alaskan ferry Wickersham to
operate between Alaskan

rts cleared an important
ﬁﬂrdle today, according to
Rep. Nick Begich, D-Alaska.

A Seattle, Alaska
run for the Wicky

JUNEAU ® — The state ferry
Wickersham will carry passengers and
autos between Seattle and Alaska next
month for the first time under provi-
sions of a Jones Act waiver signed
Wednesday by President Nixon.

To celebrate the development, free
coffee and doughnuts will be served
aboard the vessel on its run up and
down the panhandle next month,

The waiver allows the Norwegian-
built ferry to carry passengers and
freight between U.S. ports — runs
which foreign vessels normally cannot
make under the Jones Act.

Gov. William A, Egan said effec-
tive with the first northbound run

April 4, the Wickersham no longer will |

stop at Vancouver, B.C. :
A condition of the waiver requires |
the state of Alaska to replace the

 Wickersham with a U.S.-built vessel

as soon as possible. Such a ferry now
is under construction at a Seattle ship-
yard.

Egan has said the Wickersham will
be able to earn several hundred thou-
sand dollars more per year under the
waiver.

Restraining.
Order Issued
For Bartlett

ANCHORAGE, Alaska (AP) |
— A restraining order has been |
issued to force the Inland Boat-
men's and International Seafa-
rer's unions to release the state
ferry Bartlett.

The Bartlett had been stalled
four days by a union dispute at
the port of Valdez when an An-
chorage Superior Court issued
the order Thursday. ;

Assistant Atty. Gen. John
Reeder said the order would be
served ' Thursday night or Fri-
day morning on members of
the two unions.

The Bartlett, its cargo and a
dozen or sSo passengers Wwas
scheduled to leave Valdez Mon-
day when stevedores from the
International Seafarer’s Union
set up a picket line, demanding
sole jurisdiction over dockside
activities. Bartlett deckhands,
represented by the IBU, re-
fused to cross the picket lines.

The ferry was bound for Cor- |
ova, its home base. i
Reeder said the 10-day re-
straining order would bar both |
labor groups from picketing
and refusing to release the fer- l
ry's lines.
The state ‘‘maintains that the
need for the citizens of Cordova
to have the service of a ferry is
paramount, pending a determi-
nation of the rights of the un-
ions,” Reeder said.
A hearing was set April 3 in
Anchorage on a request for a
preliminary injunction to con-
tinue the restraining order until
~a hearing can be held on th.
' merits of the union arguments,

Reeder said. !

|
|




The man who runs Alaska’s
Marine Highway System started
his seafaring career in 1933 witha
hitch in the U.S. Navy, worked
afterward in the shipyards of
Bremerton, Wash., served during
World War II aboard ships of the
Army Transport Service, and has
put many hours behind the wheel
of that workhorse of the
fleet—the ocean-going tug.

Capt. H. J. “Red” Lockert,
director of the Division of Marine
Transportation, knows from
personal experience what to
expect from his vessels and the
men who sail them.

Lockert, although he had years
of experience in water-borne
transport in Alaska before
becoming the second director of
Alaska’s Marine Highway System,
in 1967, quickly saw the job for
the challenge it was.

“It was uncharted territory,”
Lockert recalls. “This is a totally
unique system; as far as [ know it
has no parallel. In its formative
stages, it demanded new
techniques and procedures.”

Some of the procedures,
Lockert has not yet perfected to

Bill Would
Aid Alaska
Ferry Boat

WASHINGTON — (UPI)
— Legislation to pave the
way for operation of a
Swedish-built ferry boat
between ports in Alaska
and Washington State have
been cleared by the House
Merchant Marine Commit-
tee,

The legislation, if finally
approved by Congress,
would give the State of
Alaska temporary premis-
sion 1o operate the M-V
Wickersham between Alas-
ka ports and between Alas-
ka and Washington.

The ship, bought by Alas-
[ ka In 1966 for $6.9 million.
currently can operate only
between Prince Ruperi in
British Columbia and an
Alaskan port because of
the Jones Act.

the total
customers.

“Each community wanted us to
get there at eight in the morning
and leave at five in the evening,”
he said. “That being impossible,
we didn’t make it, but we’re still
trying.”

The Marine Highway System
consisted then of the three
original Malaspina-class vessels
and the tiny Chilkat—and the
Tustumena to serve Kodiak was
being built.

Today, there are six modern
streamlined ocean-going
ferryliners in the Alaska
fleet—with Kodiak, Valdez,
Whittier and several other
Southcentral communities being
served as well as Southeast—and
the state’s most ambitiousplan to
date for expanding and improving
ferry service is currently under
way. The tiny Chilkat, still in
service, completes the
seven-vessel fleet.

The expansion program will
provide new and more efficient
service to Southeastern Alaska’s
small communities, carrying out
the original intent of the program

satisfaction of his

to furnish the means of moving
goods and people where
water-borne commerce is often
the only means of transportation.

A new 418-foot vessel is being
built now to replace the
foreign-built Wickersham, which
because of federal restrictions
have prevented providing service
directly between Alaskan ports,
And the Malaspina is being
lengthened to 408 feet by the
addition of 56 feet to her
midsection. Also, a 235-foot
vessel to jncrease and expand
service to communities off the
main runs is being constructed in
aSturgeon Bay, Wis., shipyard.

“We would like to give service
to everyone in the villagesso they
can benefit from the growth of
the state like the Ilarger
communities.” Lockert said.

The Marine transportation
director gets plenty of free advice
on how to accomplish his
objective.

“You hear all kinds of ideas of
how to schedule the service,” he
said, “and also from people who
say we don’t know how to
schedule it. But I think when the
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Alaska’s fleet aids tourism

CAPT.H.J. LOCKERT

man in the street thinks about it,
he realizes the important role the
system plays in the growth of the
state.”

All the state’s small
communities need to be
connected by the state’s ferry
service, Lockert said, “because

ANNUAL INSP'ECTIO‘N—The state ferry M/V Taku nearing completion of her annual
gvesrhl;auél atta shipyard in Seattle. The vessel is one of seven in the Alaska Marine Highway
ystem fleet.

(Lockheed nhoto)

we can offer the most complete
service to them. Once we do give
the service, I think we'll be
amazed by the growth.”

The system’s potential and
value in this respect is great in
Southcentral and Western Alaska
as well as in Southeastern, he
feels.

Lockert sees it this way: “A
stranger or visitor comes to
Alaska and would never go to
places like Klawock or Hoonah
but with a ship going there
regularly, he is enticed to visit and
perhaps move there because he
can enjoy the uniqueness of living
off the beaten path and still be
able to travel to the larger
communities as well,”

Although the Alaska Marine
Highway mainly serves
Southeastern so far, voters
apparently recognize its
importance to the state as a
whole. They have approved bond
issues totaling $54.5 million to
begin, expand and improveit.

“The ferry system has changed
all of Southeastern,” Lockert
says. “It serves to bring people
together and bring the
community feeling to the entire
area."”

For example, Lockert said,
contrasting travel in Southeastern
to that in Southcentral Alaska,
“if you live in Anchorage and
want to acquaint yourself
with the Matanuska Valley area
you can just get in your car and
drive to Palmer or Willow or
Wasilla in an hour or so.

“But in Southeastern before we
had the Marine Highway System
the only way to get acquainted
with your neighbors in other
communities was to buy an
airplane ticket or charter a plane
and fly.”

A good illustration, he said, is
that “people who had lived here
all their lives had never seen the
Glacier Bay or Tracy Arm (just a
few miles out of Juneau) until we
started our yearly excursion
cruises to these Southeastern
landmark areas a couple of years
ago."”

Pleasure cruises, except for
leisurely traveling tourists, don’t

| figure into the workday schedule
| of the ferry system except when
they can be worked in without
| interfering with the priority
purpose of moving people and
goods from place to place.

Back in the days when he was
| operating a tug, he said, “I took
30 or 40 people to Skagway over
Memorial Day on the tug and it
was the biggest thing that ever
happened to them, because no
one offered that service back
then. My wife had cabin feverand
hadn’t been anywhere in three
| years ... and waspregnant.”










{ W icky waiver to Nixon
on Jones Act amendment
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The lobbyists

will charter the ferry froi_}_i
9 p.m. to midnight. Every

[ < Tonight, March 17, PALs
(Pioneer Lobbyist Club) in
Juneau will entertain the
legislators on the ferry, the
second year, the lobbyists
throw a hum-dinger of a

MV Taku.
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BEFORE PRESIDENT
Jones Act Waiver
Nears For Wickie

A bill which would allow the foreign-built state ferry
Wickersham to carry passengers between Alaskan ports
has been passed by both the U.S, House and Senate and this
week was awaiting President Nixon’s signature,

The waiver to the Jones Act, which prohibits foreign-
built ships from carrying passengers between U.S, ports,

would be for three years only, fect again in Alaskaupon com-
according to word received missioning of the new te:;ry.
from Rep, Nick Begich, D- Begich bc_»ld the Se_nhnel
Alaska, that he envisions the t':ull be-
Begich authored the House coming law well in time .to
bill while Sens, Ted Stevens, free the Wickersham for in-
R-Alaska, and Mike Gravel, tra-state duty in the upcoming
Begich authored the House summer season,
bill while Sens., Ted Stevens, “‘The big impact of the l'eg-
R-Alaska, and Mike Gravel, islation will be vastly im-
D-Alaska, authored the Sen- proved service on the Alagka
| ate version, Marine Highway,”’ Beglch
The legislation would allow said, *‘In addition, the Wick~
use of the five-year-old, 363- ersham will cease to be a
foot Wickersham for trans- financial liability for the state,
porting passengers between and will begin to give the kind
Alaskan ports for the three- of service she is capable of
year period while a replace- giving,”
ment ship is being built.
The Wickersham, which
was built in Norway and pur-
chased by the state for $6.9
million in 1968 in the belief
| that the Jones Act could be
. waived for her Alaskan duties,
\ has been carrying passengers
| between US, and Canadian

Waiver On ‘Wicky’
Is Now A Reality

President Nixon today sign-
ed into law a long-sought
waiver to allow the Alaska
State Ferry Wickersham, a
Norwegian-built vessel, to
operate between American
ports until a $19.5 million
American-built replacement
is completed two years from
now in Seattle.

The Wickersham, pur-
chased for $6.9 million in 1968,
has been unable to carry
passenbers and cars directly
between Alaskan ports be-
cause of the Jones Act which
prohibits traffic between U.S.
ports by foreign vessels.

With the waiver, guided
through Congress by Rep.
Nick Begich, D-Alaska,
passengers will be able to
board and leave the 363-foot
ship at any of its ports of call
up the Inside Passage
in Alaska's Panhandle.

The first sailing under con-
ditions of the waiver is
scheduled for early April.

The Wickersham, named
for a pioneer Alaskan jurist,
will leave Seattle April 4,
bypass its regular stop in Van-

couver, British Columbia as
had been required under the
Jones Act, and proceed up the
coast, stopping at Prince
Rupert, B.C. It will reach Ket-

for Skagway, arriving there
on April 7.

On March 28, the Wicker-
sham will make a northbound
run from Vancouver. State
Marine Highway officials said
more than 200 passengers and
a full load of 60 cars are
already scheduled to make
that s-iling.

Lockheed Shipbuilding in
Seattle is scheduled oo lay the
keel for the 418-foot vessel
with accommodations for 184
vehicles, berths for 324
passengers and other
accommodations for anoth-
er 700 people in the near
future. The replacement
vessel is expected to be com-
pleted in 27 months and will
become the new flagship for
the state ferry system.

Full Potential

The recent action by President Nixon
and the Congress signing into law a li-
| mited waiver for the State Ferry Wicker-
| sham is good news for Southeast Alaska.

The Wickey-purchased during the Hic-
kel administration-has been the subject
of great controversy because of the in-
ability of the state to obtain a waiver
for the ship from the Jones Act.

. The Jones Act is a law that bans for-
eign-built ships from carrying passengers,
and merchandise between United States
ports. The Wickersham is a Norwegian-
built vessel.

Under terms of the waiver the Wicker-
sham can only carry passengers, their
vehicles, and personal effects between
Alaskan ports. Commercial merchandise
cannotf be transported.

Governor Egan’s administration and the
State’s congressional delegation has done
an outstanding job convincing the Con-
gress to grant the waiver,

Alaska’s lone representative, Nick Beg-
ich, told the Empire he, and State Com-
missioner of Public Works George Easley,
had conducted and participated in nine
months of secret hearings prior to the is-
suance of the waiver. Begich praised the
diligent and dedicated work of Easley.
“He would come to Washington, fully pre-
pared, at the drop of a hat,’”” Begich said.

As the peak months of the Marine High-
way System begin to return, tourists
traveling to the ““Great Land‘’ will not be
turned away at the dock because of lack

chikan on April 5, with stops
in Wrangell and Petersburg,
arriving in Juneau on April 6.
The Wickersham will also
stop in Haines at the topof the
Inside Passage, and then sail

| Z"An®fiGrage Daily Times, Wednesday, March 22, 1972

ports but could not help in
handling Alaska’s internal tr-
affic,

The state plans to sell the
Wickersham and replace her
with a new $19.5 million ferry

of ferry space. Many more Americans
will be able to enjoy Alaska’s beauty be-
cause of the Wickersham waiver.,

The State has scheduled a special north-
bound ftrip — April 4 — to hold open
house on board the vessel at each port in

which is under construction
in Seattle and scheduled for
| launching in about two years.

Under terms of the waiver,
@e Jones Act would take ef-
| -

Nixon signs bill
for Wicky waiver

WASHINGTON (AP) — Pres-
ident Nixon signed a bill today
to -permit operation of a for-
eign-built ship between ports in
'Alaska and the state of Wash-
\ington,
| The vessel owned by Alaska,
is the Wickersham. Existing
law bans foreign-built ships
‘frorn carrying merchandise and
passengers  between  United
States ports.

The Norwegian-built Wicker-
'sham now is limited to oper-
ating between Vancouver and

|Alaska. It soon will be replaced
|by an American-built vessel,

Lockert Says Pickets
Stall Ferry In Valdez

JUNEAU (AP)
The_dlreclor of the Alaska
Mann_e Highway System says
picketing by the Sailors Inter-
national Union has stalled de-
parture of the state ferry
Bartlett from Valdez.

Capg. H. J. “Red"” Lockert
said in Juneau the Valdez
picketing began Tuesday

apparently as *‘a drive to take
over the tie-up activities.”

Lockert said that tie-up of
state ferries at state-owned
facilities are accomplished by
state employes. The job is
handled by one man at
Valdez, he said.

The Bartlett was scheduled
to depart Valdez for Cordova

P

/ SUNRISE SERVICES ON

?IUMENA AGAIN |

Easter

Sunrise servica will ag-

ain be held aboard the TUSTU-
MENA. Beginning at 6:30 a.m. |
the service will bp held on the |
sundeck. The Seward Ministerial
who sponsors the service hopes
this year the-vervice will haye the

| sama enthusiasm as last,

this morning but did not
leave, Locker said, because
three other unions represen-
ting the vessel's 20-man crew
apparently were honoring the
picket line,

The Marine Highways
Director said the State Attor-
ney General's office in
Anchorage is reviewing the
matter today to determine
whether to ask for a court
?rder to disband the picket
ine.

““The question that needs to
be decided,” he said, ‘“is
whether the crew members
will view that as a picket line
and whether it should be
crossed.”

Lockerl'said the state has
had no contact with the
Sailors International Union.

Locker! said no picketing
has been reported a: any
other state ferry docks.

Southeast,

For the first time, in over five years of
operation, the Wickersham can finally
realize her poteniial and join her sister
ships as a full fledged member of Alas-
1 ka‘s great Marine Highway Sysfem.

"Pickets halt Bartlett in Valdez

JUNEAU (® — The direc-
tor of the Alaska Marine High-
way system said Tuesday pick-
leting by the Sailors Interna-
tional Union has stalled de-
parture of the state ferry Bart-

[lett from Valdez

Capt. H. J. “Red” Locker}

said in Juneau the Valdez
|picketing began Tuesday ap-
parently as *“a drive to take
over the tie-up activities.”

Lockeflsaid that tie-up of

to depart Valdez for Cordova
Tuesday morning but did not
leave, Lockerl said, because
three other unions represent-
ing the vessel’s 20-man crew
apparently were honoring the
picket line.

The marine highways direc.
tor said the state attorney gen-
cral’s office in Anchorage is
reviewing the matter to deter-
mine whether to ask for a
court order to disband the

state ferries at state-owned fa- picket line,
iclities are accomplished by “The question that needs to
istate employes. The job is han- be decided,” he said, “is

idled by one man at Valdez,
¢ said,
The Bartlett was scheduled

whether the crew members will
view that as a picket line and
whether it should be crossed.”
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« will entertain the
tors on the ferry, the
Taku. The lobbyists
harter the ferry from
. to midnight. Every
i year, the lobbyists
a hum-dinger of a
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Waiver
Wickie
¢w the foreign-built state ferry
sengers between Alaskan ports

: U.S, House and Senate and this
t Nixon's signature,

Act, which prohibits foreign-

jassengers between U.S, ports,

y fect again in Alaska upon com-
| missioning of the new ferry.

Begich told the Sentinel

that he envisions the bill be-
{ coming law well in time to

&

free the Wickersham for in-
tra-state duty in the upcoming

summer season,

““The big impact of the leg-

" islation will be vastly im-
proved service on the Alaska

Marine
said.
ersham will cease to be a

Highway,” Begich
“In addition, the Wick-

financial liability for the state,

and will begin to give the kind
of service she is capable of

ﬂ.\"nﬂ«."

Waiver On ‘Wicky’

Is Now A Reality

President Nixon today sign-
ed into law a long-sought
waiver to allow the Alaska
State Ferry Wickersham, a
Norwegian-built vessel, to
operate between American
ports until a §19.5 million
American-built replacement
is completed two years from
now in Seattle.

The Wickersham, pur-
chased for $6.9 million in 1968,
has been unable to carry
passenbers and cars directly
between Alaskan ports be-
cause of the Jones Act which
prohibits traffic between U.S.
ports by foreign vessels.

With the waiver, guided
through Congress by Rep.
Nick Begich, D-Alaska,
passengers will be able to

|board and leave the 363-foot
ship at any of its ports of call
up the Inside Passage
in Alaska's Panhandle.

The first sailing under con-
ditions of the waiver is
| scheduled for early April.

The Wickersham, named
for a pioneer Alaskan jurist,
will leave Seattle April 4,
bypass its regular stop in Van-
couver, British Columbia as
had been required under the
Jones Act, and proceed up the
coast, stopping at Prince
Rupert, B.C. It will reach Ket-
chikan on April 5, with stops
in Wrangell and Petersburg,
arriving in Juneau on April 6.
The Wickersham will also
stop in Haines at the top of the
Inside Passage, and then sail

| Z’An®iSrage Daily Times, Wednesday, March 22, 1972

for Skagway, arriving there
on April 7.

On March 28, the Wicker-
sham will make a northbound
run from Vancouver. State
Marine Highway officials said
more than 200 passengers and
a full load of 60 cars are
already scheduled to make
thats~iling.

Lockheed Shipbuilding in
Seattle is scheduled oo lay the
keel for the 418-foot vessel

Full Potential

The recent action by President Ni
and the Congress signing into law a
mited waiver for the State Ferry Wick
sham is good news for Southeast Alaska,

The Wickey-purchased during the }
kel administration-has been the subj
|0f great controversy because of the
ability of the state to obtain a wai
for the ship from the Jones Act,

_The Jones Act is a law that bans f
eign-built ships from carrying passenge
and merchandise between United Sta
ports. The Wickersham is a Norwegi.
built vessel.

Under terms of the waiver the Wick

with accommodations for 18 | sham can only carry passengers, th
""’"h'd:sg'e b:“;‘lfdh;"fg: vehicles, and personal effects betwe
passe r :

accommodations for anoth- | ~laskan ports. Commercial merchand

er 700 people in the near
future. The replacement
vessel is expected to be com-
pleted in 27 months and will
become the new flagship for
the state ferry system.

-

|

Lockert Says Pickets

Stall Ferry In Valdez

JUNEAU (ApP) —
The director of the Alaska
Marine Highway System says

- |

picketing by the Sailors Inter-
national Union has stalled de.
parture of the state ferry

Bartlett from Valdez.

Capt. H. J. “Red” Lockert

said in Juneau the Valdez
Picketing began Tuesday

cannot be transported.

Governor Egan’s administration and 1
State’s congressional delegation has do
an oufstanding job convincing the Cx
gress to grant the waiver.

Alaska’s lone representative, Nick Be
ich, told the Empire he, and State Co
missioner of Public Works George Easle
had conducted and participated in ni
months of secret hearings prior to the
suance of the waiver. Begich praised t
diligent and dedicated work of Easle
"He would come to Washington, fully pr
pared, at the drop of a hat,”’ Begich said.

As the peak months of the Marine Hig
way System begin to return, touris
fraveling to the ““Great Land’’ will not |
furned away at the dock because of la
of ferry space. Many more Americal
will be able to enjoy Alaska’s beauty b
cause of the Wickersham waiver.

The State has scheduled a special nort
bound trip — April 4 — to hold OpE
house on board the vessel at each port |
Southeast,

For the first time, in over five years
operafion, the Wickersham can finall
realize her poteniial and join her siste
ships as a full fledged member of Ala
ka’s great Marine Highway Sysfem.

apparently as ““a drive to take
over the tie-up activities.”

Lockert said that tie-up of
state ferries at state-owned
facilities are accomplished by
state employes. The job is
handled by one man at
Valdez, he said.

The Bartlett was scheduled

to depart Valdez for Cordova

——

/ SUNRISE SERVICES ON

?UMENA AGAIN

Easter Sunrise service will ag-
ain be held aboard the TU$TU-

MENA. Beginning

at 6:30 a.m.

the service will bg held on the
sundeck. The Seward Miinisterial

who sponsors the

service hopes

this year the yervice will haye the
] same enthusiasm as last,

| order to disband

this morning but did not
leave, Locker said, because
three other unions represen-
ting the vessel’s 20-man crew

apparently were honoring the
picket line.

The Marine Highways
Director said the State Attor-
ney General's office in
Anchorage is reviewing the
matter today to determine
whether to ask for a court
the picket
line,

"The question that needs to
be decided,” he said, ‘4s
whether the crew members
will view that as a picket line

| and whether it should be

crossed."”

Lockerf said the state has
had no contact with the
Sailors International Union,

Locker{ said no picketing
has been reported a: any
other state ferry docks.

‘.Pickets halt Bartlett in Valdexz

JUNEAU ® — The direc-
|tor of the Alaska Marine High-
way system said Tuesday pick-
jeting by the Sailors Interna-
tional Union has stalled de-
[parture of the state ferry Bart-
flett from Valdez.

Capt. H. J. “Red” Lockert
said in Juneau the Valdez
picketing began Tuesday ap-
[parently as “a drive to take
over the tie-up activities,”

Lockersaid that tie-up of
istata ferries at state-owned fa-
«wlities are accomplished by
istate employes. The job is han-
dled by one man at Valdez,
lbe said.

| The Bartlett was scheduled

to depart Valdez for Cordovs
Tuesday morning but did not
leave, Lockerl said, because
three other unions represent-
ing the vessel's 20-man crew
apparently were honoring the
picket line.

The marine highways direc-
tor said the state attorney gen.
cral’s office in Anchorage is
reviewing the matter to deter-
mine whether to ask for a
court order to disband the
picket line,

“The question that needs to
be decided,” he said, “is
whether the crew members wil]
view that as @ picket line and
whether it should be crossed.”




® A 84 MILLION, 67,000-ton shipment of this sort is

big business, even on a give-away, foreign aid deal.
The cargo will draw some grain indusiry leaders here
for a look-see, Also perhaps, interested Pakistani and
maybe president Charles Nisi, whose National Trans-
port Co. owns the massive ship that’s making the haul.

PRESIDENT NIXON signed the bill yesterday that |
clears the Alaska State Ferries flagship Wickersham,
g- the first time, to carry cars and passengers between |

attle and Alaska ports. Right now, thanks to peculiar- |

ities of our shipping laws, perhaps half a dozen passen- |
gers a week are boarding the Wickersham here. Maybe
100 are driving north to board her at Vancouver,

Starting with the departure of April 4, the Wicker-
sham will bypass Vancouver, and most Alaska-bound
passengers, for the first time, should board the big ship
at Seattle’s Alaska passenger terminal. That should
give the Wickersham eight weekly direct voyages north
out of Seattle before she goes back on her Alaska-only
run at the end of May.

THE WICKERSHAM LONG HAS PROVIDED
Northwesterners with a fine, economical week's *‘lux-
ury ocean cruise” up the Inside Passage to Juneau and
back, and her new schedule will be even better, Alaska
State Ferries could gain by showing its queen off here
with an open house the Sunday before she makes her
first direct run north,

What better course for Seattle’'s Easter Parade than |

along the waterfront and aboard one of the world's most
luxurious ferryboats?

North to Alaska

FLAGSHIP of the Alaska ferry fleet, the MV Wicker-
sham welcomed the public aboard yesterday at Pier
48. Many went to see the Norwegian-built ship that
is 363 feet long with stateroom berths for 380 pas-
sengers and a fotal passenger capacity of 1,300.
During the open house, the travel movie “High Road
o Alaska" was presented in the ship's theater.—P-|
Photo by Bob Millsr.

|

DON PAGE

Presenting — the queen of Seattle’s 1972 Easter
Parade, Alaska State Ferries has picked up our sugges-
tion for an cpen house aboard its flagship Wickersham.
So the Wickersham will welcome you
aboard Easter Sunday, April 2, from 1
to 4 p.m. A 363-foot beauty, with berths
for 380 passengers, Like some of her
visitors, she will be dressed for the
Easter parade.

There!s a speclal reason for the Wickersham's
Easter show. The next day she will load for her first
run north from Seattle, freed by a late act of Congress
to bypass Vancouver, B.C., and deliver passengers
freely to all her ports-of-call on the way to Juneau.

Marine

Wickersham to Star in Easter Parade

Wickey Run
Scheduled

Governor William A. Egan an-
nounced today that the State
Ferry Wickersham will now be
permitted to pick up and dis-
charge passengers and merchan-
dise between Alaskan ports.

“With the President’s signing
of a bill granting a waiver of the
Jones Act to enable the Wicker-
sham to carry passengers and
cargo between U.S. ports, we
can provide better service for
Alaskans,” Governor Egan said.
‘“‘Effective April 4th, the Wicker-

_sham will no longer stop at Van-

couver, which will free the ves-
sel for better utilization between
Alaskan ports,” Egan said.

On its northbound trip from
Seattle on April 4, the Wicker-
sham will hold an open house on
board the vessel at each port in
Southeastern. Hosted by the
Chambers of Commerce in each
community, free coffee and do-
nuts will be served on board.

The following schedule will be
observed on the April 4 north-
bound run:

Arrive Ketchikan , fpril 5,
100 & m. leave Fetchikan nesday,

| Wednesday, April 5,
E:45 p.m., -.'?&" Wrangell Wednesday,
April 5, 10:45 p.m.

Arrive Juneau Thursday, April &°8:15
m., leave Juneau Thursday, April 4, 23

a.
2:00
p.m.
Arrive Haines Thursday, April & 7:00
p.m., leave Haines Thursday, April &,
¥:00 p.m.

Arrive Skagway Thursday, April 6, 9:45
p.m., leave Skagway Thursday, April &,
11:30 p.m.

On the southbound run out of
Skagway, the Wickersham will
hold an open house at Peters-
burg, arriving in that commun-
ity at 2:30 p.m., Friday, April 7,
departing at 4:30 p.m.

On all future runs, Vancouver,
B.C. will no longer be a port of
call.

The Jones Act is a law that
bans foreign-built ships from
carrying passengers and mer-
chandise between United States
ports. The Wickersham is a Nor-
wegian-built vessel that will be
replaced by a new, American-
built ship row under construe-
tion. '

- ———
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| Wicky waiver

Let’s note in passing that thanks to the
efforts of Alaska’s congressional delegation
— particularly Rep. Nick Begich — and the
Egan administration, the state has at least
obtained a temporary waiver of the Jones
Act. This will allow use between American
ports of the state’s Norwegian-built ferry
Wickersham, which so far has been restrict-
ed to runs between Alaska and Canada.
The waiver, which will be in force until
delivery of an American-built replacement
vessel, should save the state a considerable
sum of money by allowing more efficient
use of the Wickersham — and lead to better
r service for residents of Southeastern Alaska
and tourists as well.

- WINTER MONTHS
SLOW FOR BOAT

Dear Bud: :
Why is it that the ferry Tustumena does not
make the trip from Seward to Valdez and Cor-
dova during winter months? I understand the
 ferry is idle at Seward from Thursday through
Sunday each week. It would seem possible to
make two round trips during this period.

E. E. Lindbeck
Dear Mr. Lindbeck:
The Department of Public Works tells me that the

‘reason for the idleness is simply economics. The

passengers used the ferry.

traffic would be far too light during the January-Fe-

bruary period when the Tustumena relieves the Bar-

tlett between the Seward and Cordova-Valdez runs.
In the two months this year only 24 vehicles and 101

ol

xRk

AUTO

Anchorage

DIVISION OF MARINE TRANSPORTATION

- TRAIN SERVICE BETWEEN PORTAGE
CONNECTS WITH MYV BARTLETT Tto
SEE Columbia Glacier
Prince William Sound

College Fjord

FOR FERRY RESERVATIONS CALL:

2-7116

272
272-4482

DON PAGE

ABOARD THE MV WICKERSHAM. — We're wav-
ing an airy hello and goodbye to Canadian ports as we

course northbound through Canadian waters. Up Geor-

gia Strait and Queen Charlotte and
Hecate Straits, towards thaf interna-
tional line in Dixon Entrance off Lord
Rock, where Canadian waters blend
into U.S. waters.

Marine

Nothing against Canadian waters. They're among

the prettiest of our cruise. But this voyage is a celebra-
tion voyage marking the first time that the Wicker-
sham does not have to stop at a Canadian port to carry
on her appointed passenger duties among the U.S, ports
of Southeast Alaska and Seaftle. Congress and Presi-
dent Nixon have just given the Wickersham a 30-month
waiver of the Jones Act that barred her, as a foreign-
built ship, from carrying passengers between any two
U.S. ports.

THANKS PARTLY to her new freedom, the Wicker-
sham is sailing further than she has ever sailed from
Seattle. This deluxe 363-foot ocean liner ferryboat can
berth 382 passengers in her 145 staterooms. In the past
she’s sailed from Seattle with as few as half a dozen
passengers, stopping at Vancouver, B.C., for more rid-
ers. On this voyage she carried more than 150 passen-
gers out of Seattle.

Those passengers Include officials of Alaska and
the Port of Seattle. Capt. H. J. (Red) Lockert, director
of the State Ferry System is aboard, for instance. Also
Capt. Merle Adlum, West Coast labor leader and Port
of Seattle commissioner whose political savvy Alaska
Governor Bill Egan credits with prime credit for help-
ing the Wickersham bill through Congress.

These leaders and others will join in open house
celebrations at Ketchikan, Wrangell, Juneau, Skagway,
Haines and Petersburg as the Wickersham makes this
historic, triumphal voyage up through Southeast Alaska
and back.

THE WICKERSHAM WAIVER is thanks to a new
$20 million ship that Alaska is building in Seattle's
Lockheed Shipyard, to succeed the Wickersham as an
even finer flagship of the Alaska Ferries fleet — this

| one American built and free to carry passengers wher-

ever she is needed. When the new ship is ready two

| years from now, Alaska will retire the Wickerham. The

Wickersham still is a fine, modern vessel. Alaska
hopes to peddle her for at least the $6.9 million that
then Alaska Governor Walter Hickel paid for her in
| 1968. The cash will help out with Alaska’s big expenses

STATE OF ALASKA

AND WHITTIER

VALDEZ

$10.00

Per Vehicle and Passenger
Portage to Whittier

Alaska Ferries—Dollars and Sense

for expanding her ferry fleet.

IT DOES COST MONEY fo build ferryboats and to
operate them. We tax supporters of Washington State
Ferries' Evergreen Fleet could have told our Alaska
neighbors that before they took the big plunge nine
years ago.

Costs of the Alaska Ferry System have run between
$2 million and $4 million a year since the Southeast
Alaska fleet started operating in 1963. Those costs irked
some Alaska legislators and disillusioned taxpayers so
badly that they voted down at least one ferry expansion
bond issue.

FREEDOM of the Wickersham from Jones Act re-
strictions should cut the ferry system’s loss. Loss? It's
easy to say “loss” when we're falking about “cost.’
Even though Alaska has named its ferry system “The
Alaska Marine Highway"' to remind citizens that ferry
boats, like roads, are a service that has to be paid for.

Ferryboats are particularly necessary along the
rock-bound and glacier-bound coast of Southeast Alaska,
cut off as they are from any rail or highway connection
wiﬁh the rest of the continent or even among one an-
other.

TRAVEL IS EXPENSIVE in Alaska, any kind of
travel. A couple of years ago the University of Alaska
checked into the grousing of interior Alaska folk about
the ferryboats' cost. Pro-rated among the using popula-
tion, the University found, Alaska's ferry system was
costing $31.76 per resident user per year. But — the
state’s land highway system, on the same basis was
costing $260.94 per year for each resident within the
user regions.

YOU CAN'T FIGURE how much indirect income
the ferries have brought Alaska from tourism. Or how
much convenience the ferries have brought to residents
of the once isolated ports along their route, We remem-
ber on the maiden voyage of Alaska's first ferry, the
Malaspina, nine years ago, how local folk swarmed
aboard and sprawled happily about the Malaspina's
lounges for the ride to the next town. A lot of them
bypassed the ticket office, but an Alaska official
shrugged. “They're paying for the ship,” he told us.
“And on this run we’re not going to get too technical,'

And Stan Oaksmith of Ketchikan sums up some
Alaskan's verdict on the ferries;

“Oldtimers say, if we didn't get anything out of
statehood but the ferry system, it was worth it.”

T -l 2




Open House Planned onWickersham

When It Arrives Wednesday

A special greeting is planned
for the state ferry Wickersham
when it arrives in Ketchikan
Wednesday on its first trip under

a new waiver passed by
Congress.
The waiver allows the

Wickersham, a foreign-built ship,
to carry passengers between
Alaska ports and between Alaska
ports and Seattle. Prior to the
waiver, the ship carried
passengers between Canadian
ports and Alaska.

The public is invited to an open
house aboard the Wicky between
11:30 and 3:30 p.m. Wednesday
by Capt. Herbert Storey.

City borough and chamber
officials will greet the ship and

RECLINING SEATS ABOARD
the Alaska ferry Wickersham
provide ultimate comfort in the
lounge area. As of this week,
Alaskans traveling between
Alaska ports or to Seattle will be
able to enjoy the seats. The
Wickersham will be in Ketchi-
kan Wednesday on its first trip
since granted a waiver of the
Jones Act so the foreign-built
vessel can carry U.S. citizens
between U.S. ports. An open
house will be held aboard the
ship 11:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. for
the public to inspect the vessel.
The Wickersham will be
welcomed to town by a fleet of
vessels from the yacht club, by
the fire boat, the Cape Fox
Dancers and by local govern-
ment and civic leaders. Alaska
Airlines promises a flyover of
a jet transport about 1 p.m.
Wednesday. Commissioner of
Public Works George Easley
and director of marine trans-
portation Capi. H.J. Lockert
will be on the vessel. Easley
is flying down from Juneau to
meet the ship in Ketchikan.
Captain of the Wickersham on this
trip is Herbert Storey.

Bill

Commissioner George Easley,
department of public works chief,
will fly to Ketchikan from Juneau
to greet the ship. Capt. H.J.

Lockert, director of the division of-

marine transportation, will be on
the ship from the time it leaves
Seattle.

Ketchikan Yacht Club will have
about 20 vessels meet the ferry at
Mountain Point and escort it in,
according to chamber of com-
merce Manager Bill Jorgenson.
A helicopter flying a huge U.S.
flag also will greet the ship.

The Ketchikan fire boat and

the Cape Fox Dancers from
Saxman also will greet the
Wickersham when it arrives.

Other boat owners who wish to
join the flotilla to greet the ferry
are invited, Jorgenson said, but
will be under the direction of the
yacht club.

Mayor Bill Hamilton has
proclaimed Wednesday as
Wickersham Day.

The ship is scheduled to be in
Ketchikan between 11 a.m. and 4
p.m. Wednesday before con-
tinuing north.

Alaska, Ketchikan Daily News, Monday, April 3, 1972 Page 3

Jills to free
‘Wicky’ for

U.S. service,
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Ship builders use modules
in renovating Alaska ferry =

By PETER MORGAN

ol The Oregonlan slalt

Two Seattle firms
trying out a new wrinkle in
| the ship building business —
installing factory-built state-

rooms as modular units.

Fentron Highway Prod-
ucts, Inc., and Modules In-
ternational, Inc., are install-
ing 86 new staterooms on the
Alaska State Ferry Malaspi-

are

MODULAR STATEROOMS — Shipbuilders lift a mod-

na, which will travel be-
tween Seattle and Alaska.

The Malaspina recently
was lengthened to 408 feet
when workmen cut her in
half and welded a new 56-
foot center section in place.
The new staterooms are part
of the renovation.

Bill Schiessl, head of Fen-
tron, and George Clouse of
Modules International decid-
ed to take a tip from the

vlar statercom cboard the Alaska State Ferry Mala-
spina. Two Seattle firms are building 86 of the rooms
for installation on the renovated ferry.

L T
o
o 1, bl

housing industry and use the
highly successful modular
system of construction,

They have patented the
stateroom design, which con-
sists of pre-fabricated walls,
floors and ceilings.

The completed unit con-
tains a bathrocom with show-
er, clothes closet, dressing
table and either two of four
bunks. They are fireproofed,
pre-wired and pre-plumbed.

About 50 men are turning
out four rooms a day from
Fentron's factory on Swan
Island, which looks some-
thing like a mobile home fac-
tory.

The finished rooms are
trucked to the Willamette
Iron & Steel Co. dock where
they are hoisted aboard, low-
ered below decks and bolted
in place.

Fentron ran into a prob-
lem below decks on the Ma-
laspina — there’s only 1i-
inch of clearance when the
module is slipped between
the deck and the overhead
beams. They solved that
problem by bolting air cush-
ions under the four corners
of the staterooms and float-
ing them into position on a
l4inch cushion of com-
pressed air.

When things go right the
modules are in place in
about 30 minutes. Once the
plumbing and wiring is
hooked up they are ready for
occupancy.

John Hollinger, manager
of Fentron’'s Portland
branch, says the modular
system is quicker and cheap-
er than traditional on-site
construction. How much
cheaper? “Let's put it this
way — there’s no other way
we could build and install 86
staterooms and meet the
May 15 deadline,” he said.

The two firms have been
working on the project about
two weeks in Porfland. A
few parts were pre-assems-
bled in Seattle six weeks
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ABOARD THE MV WICKERSHAM—People make
a voyage, even more than the ship we're riding. We
have all kinds aboard the Wickersham on this run
north. Stateside tourist cheechakos and veteran Alaska
sourdoughs. Young and old. The well-heeled, with their
gold nugget watchbands and jewelry, and the down-at-
the heels, snoozing in deckchairs to save the cost of
stateroom berths.

PETER REBOER COMBINES the auras of Alaskan
and statesider. A Seattle oil executive with Alaska
heritage and a devoted buffdom to Alaska State Fer-
ries, Deboer regales our party at lunch
with sentimental poems about Alaska’s
flag. Also the story of his complicated
wanderings, with a friend in his at-
tache case, before Deboer managed to
gomply with his friend’s request for proper scattering
of his ashes in Tongass Narrows.

Sort of a Robert Service-type prologue to “the cre-
mation of Dan McGrew," in prose, not poetry.

A SHIPBOARD RIDE, even a smooth shipboard
ride like this one, with only a little swing and sway,
can be frustrating to a young man who has just learned
to stand on his own two legs. Such a young man is
Brian Black, Brian is shy a little less than two months
of his first birthday. He’s the son of Seattle native Tom
Black, now an Air Force man, taking his family north
to Elmendorf Air Force Base. Back home Brian was
becoming a jaunty toddler. But last time he saw him
e was staggering around the Wickersham's lounge,
grabbing at furniture and muttering baby talk that
translated:

“What went wrong? I thought I had the hang of
this.”

SITTING ACROSS from Brian was a man with
more experience walking, who's happy to be back on
his feet again. Veteran Petersburg fisherman Oliver
Olsen fe sailing back home with his wife after nine
weeks and two operations in Seattle’s U.S. Public
Health Service Hospital.

Happy to be out and around again. Also happy that
the new law lets Pefersburg passengers board the
Wickersham at Seattle instead of Vancouver, B.C. That
Vancouver connection, Olson tells us, was ‘“‘a ratrace.”

NOTHING HOITY-TOITY about the Wickersham's
passenger list, The ship may be a de luxe sort of

Marine

Alaska Bound—Cheechakos, Sourdoughs '

ferryboat, built in some ways like an ocean liner, but |
nobody is imposing swank on the passengers. Keep an
eye out for them, and you can spot a few coats and
ties, but they're not required anywhere, including the
dining room at dinner. The Wickersham is more of a
motel-ship than a hotel-ship. Your stateroom is your
castle. Nobody comes bustling in to do your bed. You
do it, yourself. And there's almost no tipping except in
the dining room, Unlike trans-ocean voyages, passen-

gers don’t have to spend the last day at sea debating
how much to give assorted stewards.

Alaska State Ferries gears its pace, port steward
Doug Sage tells us, to middle-class folk watching their
expenses. The cafeteria is a popular spot for dieters
and scrimpers. We can personally testify that it serves
an 85-cent hamburger with a slab of meat that sticks
out all around the edges of a standard burger bun.

FAMILY GROUPS are big on this Alaska voyage.
Port steward Sage, himself, has a family of four mak-
l}tllg_ a postman’s holiday cruise north from Seattle to

aines.

The stateroom next door to us houses five members
of the Rev. John Zimmerman family, Zimmerman is |
pastor of a Richland church. His Presbyterian synod
sent him north for an inspection trip at Skagway, This
is school spring vacation in Richland, so Mrs. Z gath-
ered the brood for their first trip to Alaska, Worth-
while? Very, Mrs., Zimmerman says. The voyage is
“beautiful.”

Biggest family honors go to the Jerry Ethertons.

OPEN HOUSE—Wickersham

- Open house was held

- — — - - =

greeting
here yesterday aboard the Wickersham as the foreign built ship
was recently granted a waiver from the Jones Act and may trav-
el between American ports. The Wickersham was previously
restricted to travelling from foreign ports to only one American

port. The open house was hosted by the Juneau Chamber of Com-
merce and (left to right) are President of the Chamber of Com-
merce William Macomber, Director of Marine Transportation

Capt. H. J. Lockert, and Ginger Johnson. Also at the affair were
Juneau Mayor Joe McLain and Gov. William A. Egan (Empire

photo by Max Haggard)

~

' Open House Scheduled

Parents and four children bound back north after their | Aho ard ‘J‘d iCkBrSham

first trip out in four years. Headed for Fairbanks to
open an auto body shop.

BEARDS, PARKAS and sleeping habits have won
six voyagers a reputation as “hippies.” Leader Dave
Pettigrew tells us the six are actually a climbing party
en route north to make a new high ridge route on Mt.
MecKinley. Assembled from around the country. Petti-
grew is from San Francisco. Others are from Boston,
Los Angeles, Yosemite, Austin, Tex., and Boulder,
Colo. Between expedition gear, airlift to basecamp and
other costs, Pettigrew estimates this adventure will set
them back $1,000 apiece. So aboard ship, they're sack-
ing out in the lounges to save expenses.

Typical of climbers. As a sometime member of the
tribe, we'll testify to that,

Wickersham
Here April 7

There’s a clty-wide party
aboard the M/V Wickersham |
when it tles up at the ferry
terminal in Petersburg Fri- |
day, April 7, It is scheduled
to arrive at 2:45 p.m. and
leave at 4:30 p,m, |
The Chamber of Commerce |
will sponsor the party, and ‘
all are invited aboard the
ship to see its facilitles and |
shake hands with the several
dignitaries who will be aboard |
to celebrate the signature of
the Jones Act walver which |
allows the Wickersham to
travel between Alaska ports
beginning with the early !
April run, |

1+ -65

Blood-thirsty Vikings, the Petersburg Community Band
and other local Norskies in Norweglan costume will greet
the Wickersham when it arrives in Petersburg at 2:45
p.m, tomorrow.

A no-host cocktail hour will enliven the occasion aboard
ship and free coffee and doughnuts will be served. '
Special guests aboard the ferry will be Herbert Lockert,
directar of the Division of Marine Transportation; Pete |

DeBoer, Alaska representative for Standard Oll; Don Page,
marine editor of the Seattle Post-Intelligencer; Merle Ad-
lum, commissioner of the Port of Seattle; Dick Berg of
the Port of Seattle, and Mr, Dwyer, deputy commissloner
of the Alaska Department of Public Works,

The public 1s invited to inspect the Wicky, meet the
guests and enjoy the Chamber of Commerce - sponsored
partYI

/,/I-'EHRY OPEN HOUSE-If you happen to be in Seat‘tle Easter |
Sunday you might want to take some time and participate in an open
house aboard the Alaska ferry Wickersham. The open house is set for
1-4 p.m. Monday the Wickersham will take her first run north,
bypassing Vancouver, and delivering passengers to American ports
under a waiver of the Jones Act, which was recently accombhshed\:n__
the U.S. Congress. .

Emancipation of the state
ferry Wickersham from the
federal act which kept her
from handling intra-state traf-
fic in Alaska will be celebrated
on the ship in her ports of
call northbound next week.

The citizenry at all her
stops will be invited aboard
for a tour and free coffee and
donuts.

Wrangell’s turn will be from
9 to 10:30 p.m, next Wednes-
day. The open house aboard
the 363-foot ship will be host-
ed by the Chamber of Com-
merce.

Similar shipboard socials are
scheduled in hetchikan, Jun-
eau, Haines and Skagway.

The ship heretofore has
been prevented from handling
any intrastate traffic under

Why doesn’t Alaska have a drydock for the ferries?

Y

Dear DB:

g s us that the answer is one of basic econ:
oo | of a shipyard. To do even routine vessel re-1_
services are

dock is only one too

pairs a wide variety of talent, machinery and special

terms of the Jones Act, pro-
hibiting foreign - built ves-
sels from carrying port to
port traffic in the US, The
ship was permifted to carry
traffic between U.S, and Can=
adian ports.

““With the president’s sign-
ing of a bill granting a waiver
of the Jones Act, we can pro-
vide better service for Alas=-
kans,” said Gov. William Egan
in Juneau.

The legislation, effective for
three years maximum or until
the state puts a new ferry now
under construction inservice,
was originally drafted by US.
Rep. Nick Begich, D-Alaska,
was approved by both House
and Senate last month and sig-
ned by the President.

S

]

e —

DB

nomics. A dry

requied. There is a great deal more involved than just painting, Wé

are told.

i [ laskan come

A number of studies have been done by various A
munities on the feasibility of owning a drydock with the necessary
back-up services. Each study has come to the same basic conclusion

— there is not sufficient ship repair work in Alaska to support

scale ship repair facility.

Consider — Seattle is one of
coast with vessels from around the world |
only two firms with drydocks of sufficient size to handle

ferries.

a full

the largest shipping ports on the west
calling there, yet there are
the Alaska
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OPEN HOUSE—In observance of the inaugural voyage of the Marine Highway System vessel
Wickersham between Alaskan ports, the Greater Juneau Chamborcftunm::awlllhutm
oponhouuMthsﬂp&w!a.m.hznm.mnmmmlud.'l:h.puuic
is invited. The vessel was recently granted a Congressional exemption from the Jénes Act,
which prohibited the foreign-made vessel from traveling between U.S. ports.

PPRIL 3, 1972

PROCLAVATION

WHEREAS: WEDNESDAY, APRIL 5, 1972 IS THE DATE OF THE FIRST STOP
IN AN MMERICAN PORT BY THE WICKERSHAM UNDER THE WAIVER OF THE JONES:

D WHEREAS: THE PORT DESIGNATED FOR THE FIRST CALL OF THE \ICKERSHAM

15 KETCHIKAN.
|

THEREFORE: AS MAYOR OF THE CITY OF KETeHIKAN, T WILLIAM HAMILTON,
DO HEREBY DESIGNATE THE DATE OF APRIL 5, 1972 As WickersHAM DAY

IN THE CITY OF KETCHIKAN, MWD DO REQUEST THAT THE CITIZENS OF

' KETCHIKAN PAY A VISIT TO THE WICKERSHAM DURING THE OPEN HOUSE HOURS
oF 11:30 AM. 10 3:30 P.M.

'WITH THE POWER VESTED IN ME, | DO HEREBY ISSUE THIS PROCLAMATION,

| Williane. 70l
| M1LLiav HaMILTON
| MAYOR

Wickersham
| Dear Editor:

Lets stop that “cynical, ex-
pensive, comedy' about the

“Wickersham.” Lets start a full
investigation of Walter Hickel's

. purchase of the Wickersham and
the Hickel-Miller Highway.

Lets have our Alaskan Honest
Pride and Stop begging Mari-
time Unions, and U.S. Shipbuild-
ers of abolishing the Jones
Act. (Act which is one of the
best Laws of the country, Acts
which never be granted for Mr.
Hickel-Wickersham.

Walter Hickel bought the
| “Wickersham”. Don't tell me
the Governor of Alaska, that
time, doesn't know about the
Jones Act. :
The revenue loss to the State
of Alaska, estimated at $500,000
a year. Plus: $7,000,000, which
Walter Hickel paid for the Wic-
kersham. Plus: More than $1,-
000,000. If a permit be granted
for another 27 months. That a-
mount that will be, for good bu-
siness private deal, by our A-

Iﬁkal ——

It is your Duty, to Stop this
Cynical, Expensive Comedy.

Truth always comes out soon-

er or later.
Yours Truly,
Boris Chernifkoff, Sr.
Sitka, Alaska

State Comideﬁng
Seattle Routing

Alaska is considering routing
| all its southeast Alaska ferry
trade through Seattle rather
than Prince Rupert B.C., Pub-
lic Works Commissioner
George Easley says.
“Such a step is definitely un-
der consideration,” Easley
| said. “I think it could make
Experiments into service out
of Seattle began late in 1967 in-
dicated such runs would be suc-
| cessful, he said.
Presently, two of the four fer-
ries in Southeast Alaska service
call at Seattle in the off season.

and one of the four provides
weekly service to Seattle the
year around.

Alaska has commissioned two
studies on the advisability of
making Seattle the southern
terminus of all its ferry voy-
ages up the Inside passage to
| Ketchikan, Juneau, Sakgway
and other points, Easley said.
| He said any Alaska decision
' must balance the benefits of in-
creased tourist traffic against
frequencly of interport calls in
Alaska.

““Half our passengers are
tourists,” [Easley said: “It
doesn't make sence that they'd
rather drive up to Prince Ru-
pert than take the ferry at
Seattle.”

SHIP GIVEN FREEDEOM
WICKERSHAM DAY SET

SEATTLE — To celebrate her
release from the not-so-benevo-
lent bindings of the Jones Act,

the auto-liner

Wickersham

of

the Alaska Marine Highway Sys-

tem will hold open house for

the

general public on Easter Sun-
day, April 2, from 1 to 4 p.m. at

Pier 48.

built in Norway and since

This sleek cruise ship was

the

Jones Act forbids foreign built

|vessels to haul passengers

be-

tween U.S. ports, this State of
Alaska owned vessel has been un-
able to sail directly between Seat-
|tle and Alaska. She has been op-

erating from Seattle to ports in

British Columbia thus causing
her Alaska-bound passengers to
leave the ship and take passage
on one of the other big auto-liners
of the Alaska Marine Highway
System fleet or to board in Van-
couver, B.C. for the voyage north.

Since the President has

just

signed a three-year waiver per-

mitting the Wickersham to
erate in direct

op-

Seattle/Alaska

service, Capt. H.J. “Red” Lock-
ert, director of the system, is in-
viting everyone to come aboard
to inspect the vessel and to pre-
view their new travel film “High
Road to Alaska"” which will be
shown continuously in the ship’s

theater.
Special Waiver

The Wickersham was granted

this special waiver since a
million

replacement vessel

$20

is

now under construction by Lock-
heed Shipbuilding and Construc-
tion Co., Seattle, and will be de-

livered in about 27 months.

When she sails on her first

“direct-through” voyage

from

Seattle to Alaska about midnight

Monday, April 3, she will

Canadian ports where she

by-

pass (but in a friendly way) those

has

been restricted by the Jones Act,
and head directly for Alaska.

At

each Alaskan port — Ketchikan,

‘Wrangell. Juneau,
Haines and Petersburg

Skagway,

she

will be given civie receptions
‘and she will reciprocate by hav-

ing open house.

| New Ships
For State
Are ‘Go’

Alaska Department of
Public Works Commissioner
George Easley reports that all
systems are "‘go"’ and work is
progressing on schedule on
the state’s expansion of its
ferry system.




DON PAGE

Back from a week’s run north aboard the Alaska
Ferries flagship Wickersham. Dodging windy Seattle.
Munching good Alaska salmon and halibut, crab,
shrimp and cod. There's a temptation to spend this

first column saying thanks to assorted Alaskans. But

there isn't room. In this chanbing world, the open-
hearted friendship of the North still flourishes un-
spoiled and big as all out-of-doors.

WE FOUND THE WICKERSHAM a wonder-ship as
. we coursed south ahnard her with Capt. Ron Kutz and
His crew, There's a [abvlous collection of rare and
_exolle gear scattered around this big
Jerryhoat that the Norwegians built for
the Swedes. Even a bidet with the bath
in one swanky stateroom. It bemuses
may! Alaska passengers.
A place for everything and everything in its place.
In our stateroom the seasick bags nestled on a shelf
beside a source of comfort for those in even direr
straits — a blue-bound, Gideon style Holy Bible,
No need for secasick bags on our smooth voyage.
Not l_nuch need on any voyage, the crew tells us, except
for tipsy-tummied tvpes who get sick when they water
the grass. The Wick mounts an efficient stabilizer — a
pair of steel waterwings that tilt and tip on command
of a gyro. Designed, they say to dampen a 30-degree
roll down to three degrees.

A MYSTERIOUS GRAY BOX is the most infrigu-
ing gimmick aboard the Wickersham. It's a “Wotz
zis?" The “‘Wot zis?”" is mounted on the bridge—just
behind the helmsman's head, next to the general alarm
switch, The “Wotz zis?" is a little metal box with a
switch on the outside and some wiring inside. Two
ducks feed out of the box, but they lead nowhere.

Alaska folk asked the Swedes what the “Wotz zis?"
did when the Swedes delivered the boat. The Swedes
coldn’t say. There was a metal plate on the box, with
the gimmick’s name on it, But nobody could translate
the name. Swedes, Norwegians, Germans, nobody!

MAYBE THE “WOTZ ZIS?” is a self-destruct sys-
tem that some lazy shipyard worker failed to finish up. |
Maybe when the Norse built the Wickersham for the ‘
Swedes, the herring-chokers installed a falsy as a
prank on the square-heads. Maybe — who knows?

Anyhow, Alaska Ferries folk got tired of trying to
explain the box to everybody who toured the bridge.
“They took off the metal nameplate that nobody could |
read, coiled the innards inside with the switch and
pasted a little plastic.square across the hole where the

Marine

Wonder Ferryboat—Bidet and ‘Wotz zis?’

switch had been. And when visitors come up for a look,
ship’s officers herd them past the little gray box fast,|
hefore anybody asks, “Wotz zis?"

AN ALASKA VOYAGE renews your respect for
Spring on Puget Sound, faltering though it may be.
Alaska still is snowed in, even Southeast Alaska. As far
south as Prince Rupert and below, our Inside Passage
route was snow-crusted. Very pretty for passing tour-|
ists, but rough on the loggers. In a normal year they'd |
have been out earning money many weeks ago.

BAINBRIDGE ISLAND has been a fertile breeding
ground for Alaska Ferries skippers. Of the first six
skippers hired by the system, three were neighbors,
within a quarter-mile of one another along Sunrise
Drive in lower Point Madison. They're Capt. Kutz,
Capt. Herb Storey, who skippers the Wickersham on
alternate weeks, and Capt, William Bendixen, now ma-|
rine superintendent of the system. And a fourth skip-
per, Capt. Ken Florian of the Malaspina, lived at
Poulsbo. [

A CAPITAL SHIP for an ocean trip. After riding
her, we'd recommend the Wick and her Alaska Ferries
sisters for a scenic ocean voyage up the Inside Pas-
sage. But don’t exnect the ferries to give you a quick
roundtrip of the real Alaska. They whisk through most
ports too fast for passengers to do any local sightsee-
ing, and some terminals lie a long way from the hubs
of the cities they rerve. .

The fraveler who wants to tour the shops, bars and
landside Alaska should schedule some stops ashore. |
With nailed-down sleeping reservations. |

And, of course, the Southeast Alaska you see b_v|
ferry is only part of the biggest state in the union.
Remember Alaska’s threat to the Texans — “Behave |
vourselves, or we’ll split up Alaska, and then Texas |
will be the third biggest state in the country.” A real |
look at Alaska — including Anchorage, Fairbanks, |
Nome and Kodiak country — is too big to wrap into a
one-week package, even aboard a ferryboat like the
Wickersham, |

[ & Jones Act

Dear Editor:

Again you engaged your
typewriter and left your brain
in neutral, Your editorial
“Victory At Sea'' made me
want to vomit. .

Before you ramble on about
the evils of the Jones Act, you

FERRY

e
f -
¢

= THIS MAY have been a special
‘bond election day for residents of

the Anchorape area, but it was
“something even more special for
Southeastern Alaska residents,
This was the day of the Wicker-
«sham — a day on which the big

white ferry hit Alaska waters after
a vovage from Seattle and began
putting directly into Alaskan ports,
‘skipping Vancouver and delivering
.passengers on an interstate basis.
* The Wickersham is on its first
northbound voyage under a waiver
of the Jones Act that will permit
she Norwegian-built vessel to oper-
“ate between American ports.

Wickersham ‘Inaugural’ "

waiver and until President Nixon
signed the waiver bill into law, the!
Wickersham could sail only be-
tween Seattle and British Col-
umbia, or between British Col-
umbia and Alaska.

It could not carry passengers |
between the State of Washington
and the State of Alaska. But now 1t
can, for the next three years — Or |
until a new American-built ferry is
ready to go into service. 2

In any event, the Wickersham 1s |
stopping at all the Panhandle ferry
ports for open house ceremonies on
this “inaugural” voyage. And the
folks in Southeastern are under-

standably excited. |

P

should consider t_he
ramifications of its abolish- |
ment,

You mention shipping our
patural gas to Hawaii and
California by foreign ships
with foreign crews. What is
wrong with our own seamen
and why not build U.S. flag
ships for this cargo?

Do you want North Slope ol
shipped to Puget Sound with
foreign ships? And by the |
same token, what is wrong
with the service we get from
Sealand? Do you want this |
cargo shipped in foreign ships |
with foreign seamen? Yuu|
either do or your editorial was
written in haste,

Robert E. Glud
Ninilchik,

—

C8 5 Tues. Apil 11,1972 Seatile Post-latelligencer |

Ferry Release Sought

ANCHORAGE, Alaska (AP)
— A restraining order has been
issued .to force the Inland Boat-
men's and International Seafar-
er's unions to release the state
ferry Bartlett, '

The Bartlett had been stalled
four days by a union dispute at
the port of Valdez when an An-
chorage Superior Court issued
the order Thursday.

Assistant Atty, Gen. John
Reeder said the order would be
served Thursday night or Fri-
day morning on members of
the two unions,

The Bartlett, with cargo and a
dozen or so passengers was
scheduled to leave Valdez Mon-
day when stevedores from the
International Seafarer’s Union
set up a picket line, demanding
sole jurisdiction over dockside

activities, Bartlett deckhands,
represented by the IBU, re-
fused to cross the picket lines,

The ferry was bound for Cor
dova, its home base,

Reeder said the 10-day re:
straining order would bar both
labor groups from picketing
and refusing to release the fer
ry's lines,

The state “maintains that the
need for the citizens of Cordova
to have the service of a ferry is
paramount, pending a determi.
nation of the rights of the un:
ions,” Reeder said.

A hearing was set April 3 in
Anchorage on a request for a
preliminary injunction to con
tinue the restraining order until

a hearing can be held on the
merits of the union arguments,
Reeder said. .

b The M-V Bartlett due to leave Valdez
on Tuesday this week is still being picket-
ed by longshore members who want to
tend the lines at docking and sailings.
Crewmen on the Bartlett are bound to re-
spect the picket line, so there things are

at a standstill.

We hear that meetings.

are being held in Anchorage to resolve
the difficulty, but up to press time today

without results.

There will be NO sail-

ing today — tomorrow perhaps, but with

no assurance.

Valdaz, Alaska, March 23,
1972 - In an action started List
Thursday, March 16, the U, 1.W,
N.A. Longshoremen, Valdez Unit,

have instituted a protest regard-
ing the tie-up procedures being
employed during the docking of
the M/V E.L. Bartlett.

The State ferry, serving
the communities of Valdez and
Cordova, arrived in Valdez last
Thursday on its run from Cord-
ove to be met by protest signs
carried by local longshoremen -
forming an infdrmational picket
line

The longshoremen feel the
State of Alaska should meet the
same requirements which any
other vessel docking in the Port
of Valdez is required to meet

Thair protests are  mainly
concarned  with  sub standard
wagas and snfety standards Thao

t
L

union has established certain
criternia which aro based upon
sofo conditions of work and
just payment for that work, Thd
concern is that the State is nol
maintaining like standards.

The ferry tie-up at Valdez
is being handled by one part!
time employee, according to re:
ports received from other sources
and this one man secures the
lines as they are put ashore from
the vessel

The Bartlett returned to Cor+
dova on its week-and run but
upon returming to Valdez on
Monday and finding the informa+
tional picket line sull in place,
union members aboard the vessel
have declined to leava the port.

The vessel did not make ils
mid-week run but an unofficial
report 18 that it will deport on
Friday Morning as scheduled,
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AND THE WICKERSHAM? Will she go from flag-

DON PAGE

' Seattle Alaska

| Future Great

‘ Seattle is destined to move back big into Alaska’
‘ocean passenger service. And, take it from Alagka Fer-:

ship of the Alaska Ferries ﬂ;hethtt; unwanlteii fltzpch%llc‘ié * % %
d for the scrapheap? Unlikely, people tell us.
!]‘:\"!i?:?{eersl‘?;m E;wrill bz apgood ship for somebody, The Ferry To Seattle

Port of Seattle’s Alaska representative Dick Berg tells |
us:

“The Canadian Pacific Line should take a look at
her. With the Wickersham’s statercoms and public
rooms, CPR could resurrect a very _succt;ssful over-
| night Triangle Run between Seattle, Victoria and Van-
couver, B.C.”

That would be another boost for Puget Sound,

~ | which needs more passenger service to go with the Sorry, but there is no ferry that goes from Anchor-
iries’ director, Capt. H. J. (Red) Lockert, that'’s good- boom in our cargo business. age to Seattle, The closest that you can come is when

';news for Alaska and Puget Sound both, 2 the Tustumena goes in for its annual inspection.
| The new 20 million boat tat the Lackheed yard is ek e S U
‘huilding for the ferry system is designed to sail year- -and Kodiak during th t Yol

"round out of Seattle, Lockert tells us. Alaska is count ' o b RS I st ang i ie oy

| ble of transporting automobiles.

‘ing on Seattle to generate solid hordes of tourists for: | M
' this run up the Inside Passage to Southeast Alaska and,

] ‘thence via other transportation through Haines, to the

4 ‘rest of the 49th state. The $20 million ship that Alaska

is building as a successor to the Wickersham will be’

418 feet long, with 324 stateroom berths and total ca--

.gglcity for 1,000 passengers and 184 standard automo-.

‘biles. .

. OFF SUCCESS of the Seattle run so far, Alaska is
counting on Seattle for big things with the new ship,
| Lockert says, “Blue boats’’ of the Malaspina class have.
| berths now for 100 passengers apiece, In the summer-.
time, they've been leaving Seattle with all berths full’
and another 200 or so passengers sleeping in the
lounges. Lockert's optimistic, too, about the money side -
of the operation. “The Seattle run never has lost a
dollar,” he reminds us. “The rest of the system, to put

Dear Bud:

I'd like to know if there is a ferry that leaves
Anchorage which you can ride with your auto to
Seattle. If so, when does it run and what is the
cost. I've been told two or three different stories
but want it from someone who really knows.

L. K

Dear LK:

WORDS COMPLICATE our worlds, too. Even let-
ters. We're still trying to explain about a mysterious
instrument box aboard the Alaska ferry Wickersham.
| We wrote, “Two ducts feed out of the box.” It came
| out, “Two ducks feed out of the box.” .

Making the mystery hox more mysterious than
ever.

A b ke

DON PAGE B4 S
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Alaska—Pioneerin o Cruise Recalled

ABOARD THE MV WICKERSHAM — We're north-

/ : of Elliott Bay on our way north. Like most new ships.
bound this morning on a voyage we last took more than

it mildly, does not operate at a profit.”

doesn’t have to wait that long for a passenger boost.’

in early June. Lockert hopes the Malaspina will be
ready for service by the first of June, though he’s
playing it cautious and not accepting reservations yet
for her extra capacity until the voyage of June 23. The
Malaspina's 56-foot, $6 million stretch-out will almost.
triple her stateroom capacity, She has had berths for
100. The new Malaspina will have berths for 284 passen-.
gers, total space for 750, including passengers who.
don't demand heds for space for 135 vehicles. s
Beyond her extra space, Lockert and naval archi--
tect Phil Spaulding are excited about the sort of sery-,
ice the Malaspina will give customers. Her cabins,"
they say, will be even finer than average staterooms:
aboard the Wickersham. :

THE WICKERSHAM, incidentally, will be depart~
ing Seattle at a more civilized hour from now on. In-
| the past she’s sailed during the wee hours in order-to:
load passengers at Vancouver the next morning, With:
Vancouver off her schedule, Lockert says, the ship.
from now on will depart Seattle at 9 a.m. on Tuesdays.-
She'll follow that schedule through her May 29 depar-
ture. After that, the Wickersham will go back on her;
summer schedule, stubbing off her southbound run at:
Prince Rupert, B.C. e

That will set Seattle back temporarily to one Alas--
ka ferry voyage a week, by one of the Malaspina class:
hoats sailing every Friday afternoon at 5 from the
Seattle Terminal at Pier 48, '3

LOCEERT ISN'T SURE WHEN, or whether, he’ll
be able to put the Malaspina’s two sisters into a yard
for stretch-out jobs like hers. More stretch-outs were on.
the original docket, but the ferry system is running out’
of construction cash. Between $20 million for the new:
] ilagship, $6 million for the Malaspina stretch and an-.
other $6 million for a 235-foot boat the state is building-
in_Wisconsin, Alaska’s ferryboat till will be empty.
Even at that, the ferry system is counting on millions:
| from the sale of the Wickersham to clean up those
| bills. But Lockert says: 5
. “Today we have $40 million in floating equipment:
/| Two years from now we’ll have $80 million."

IT WILL BE TWO YEARS before the Wicker~
sham’s successor is ready for business. But Seattle:

The stretched-out Malaspina will go on the Seattle run.

| State ferry,

nine years agoe — up the scenic Inside Passage to

Ketchikan, Wrangell, Petersburg, Ju-

neau and Skagway aboard an Alaska

: Marine
Last time we took this route was on

the maiden voyage of the first ship in

the Alaska Ferries fleet, the Malaspina, in January,

1963, That was a memorahle, pioneering trip. Following

. engineers and Coast Guardmen about the ship as they
| checked her operation and tried to iron gut her kinks.
| Enjoying the cameraderie of cold sandwiches in the

dining room some nights when the galley wasn’t pro-
dueing per schedule. Listening to the hopes and dreams
of Alaska officials — and the doubting fears of some
practical North Pacific boatman,

HAPPILY — and remarkably, come to think of it

| — most of the hopes and dreams of those Alaska enthu-

siasts have come frue, with modifications of course.
Most of the worst fears of the doubters never happened.

The Alaska State Ferries system has expanded to a
seven-ship fleet, and it's still growing. The Malaspina,
herself, keeps expanding. She was a 352-foot ship when
we rode her on that maiden trip north, with space
aboard for 500 passengers but berths for only 36. The
Malaspina and her sisters later were enlarged, in
steps, to berth 100 passengers apiece. And right now
the Malaspina is in a Columbia River yard for her

| most ambitious expansion project, including a trans-

plant. She’ll leave the yard a 408-footer, with space for
750 passengers, staterooms for 284 and cardeck space
for 135 vehicles.

THE MALASPINA'S SISTERS, Matanuska and
Taku, probably will get similar treatment later, though
schedules aren't firm. The stretched-out Malaspina
should be out of the yard in time to replace one of her

| sisters June 23 on the system’s weekly runs, out of

Seattle every Friday to ports of Southeast Alaska.

Cost of the Malaspina's stretch, incidentally, re-
flects our changing times. The $6.3 million tab is al-
most twice what the Malaspina cost Alaska nine years
ago, fresh out of the old Puget Sound Bridge & Drv
Dock yard.

THAT WAS A TRIUMPHAL, hectic malden voyage
nine years ago. The Malaspina was months late coming
out of the yard. Last-mirute tinkering delayed her fur-
ther, and it was lata night before we finally sailed out

the Malaspina had her bugs: The worst was a shiver
that would hit her as she approached her 18-knot sery-
ice speed. Seattle naval architect Phil Spaulding did
some swealing over that shiver.

ALASKA GOVERNOR BILL EGAN had his bugs.
too, and his shivers. Egan hacked his way north aboard
the Malaspina with fevers and chills that developed
into walking — or would this be sailing — pneumonia.

THE MALASPINA'S COURSE took her up narrow,
winding, picturesque passages where we exchanged
toots with southbound fishboats and towboats and re-
spectftll stares with a bald eagle perched atop a snag
oif Klenugget Inlet. Those passages set some mariners
shaking their heads. ‘At speeds like this,” they said,
“the run could be dynamite. The ferry system will
never keep up a fast, tight schedule like this, day in
andinight out, without casualties.™

THOSE SHAKEDOWN TROUBLES all shook out,
thank heavens!

Engineers corrected the Malaspina’s shiver by
some rearrangement of exhaust piping to the super-
chargers. Naval architect Spaulding still is the man
behind the blueprints for the highly successful Alaska
Ferries fleet.

THE BAD TROUBLES that some knowledgable
men forecast for fast Alaska ferries in restricted Inside
Passage wafers just never came frue, Mishaps they
had. A hull scraped on a rock. A dock banged around in
landing. One of the Malaspina's sisters, the Takun,
made a remarkable picture a few years ago, sitting up
with her bow in the trees of an island just outside
Prince Rupert,

But major, tragic accidents the Alaska ferries ha-
ven't had. They've held fo their schedules in fog, rain,
snow or sun, almost as reliable and safe as streetears.
A little safer, judging from recenit Seaftle experience,
than monorail cars.

OUR SHIP TODAY is a symbol of Alaska Stale
Ferries’ survival and their development into the brave
new fleet that's close to matching the dreams of men
who pioneered them. We're riding the Alaska Ferries
flagship, the MV Wickersham, on the first cruise she
has ever been able to make, delivering passengers di-
rect between Seattle and Alaska ports — or between
any two Alaska ports, for that matter.

But more of that tomorrow.




Wickie Won’t Handle Vehicles in Wrangell

cal terminal’s side-loading fa-
cilities for vehicles and that
the extra dolphin needed so
the ship can back in will cost

It looked this week like the
plush state ferry Wickersham
be serving foot traffic

will
only at Wrangell,

Chamber of Commerce Pr-
esident Robert Wagoner said
the stern-loading Wickersham
will not be able to use the lo-

All SE
Alaska
Ferries
To Call?

BY DON PAGE
P-I Marine Writer

JUNEAU,
Alaska is eyeing the advis-
ability of routing all its
Southeast Alaska ferry
frade through to Seattle in-
stead of stubbing it off at
Prince Rupert, B.C.

“Such a step is definitely
under consideration,” State
Public Works Commission-
er George Easley told us
could

Alaska —

“I think it
make sense.”

here.

In the first five years of
Alaska State Ferries opera-
tion, none of vessels
called regularly at Seattle.

41
uile

However, success of
out of Seattle
amazed the Alaskans when
they experimented with it
starting in late 1967. Today
ftwo of the
Southeast Alaska service
call at Seattle in the off-
season, and one of the four
provides weekly service to
Seattle the year round.

Alaska has commis-
sioned two studies, Easley
said, on the advisability of
making Seattle the south-
ern terminus of all its fer-
ry voyages up the Inside
Passage to Ketchikan, Ju-
neau, Skagway and way
points,

Any Alaska decision
must balance the benefits
of increased tourist traffic

service

four ferries in |

|
l
|

. . I g . |
against frequency of inter-

port calls in the 49th State.

approximately $90,000,

Prince Rupert lies al-
most a day’s sailing closer
to Ketchikan than does Se-
attle, However, travelers to
and from Prince Rupert
must either traverse a
long, sometimes difficult,
road or make complicated
connections via a Canadian
ferry from the north tip of
Vancouver Island.

Easley said yesterday:

‘‘Half our passengers are
fourists. It doesn’'t make
sense that they'd rather
drive up to Prince Rupert
than take the ferry at Seat-
tle.”

The Public Works De-
partment is eager fo ex-
pand business in the off-
peak season from October
to May, Easley said. Pa-
tronage through Prince Ru-
pert appears stalic, while
the Seattle trade continues
to grow. Also, he said, he
is impressed with the fine

State Ferries at Pier 48 by |

the Port of Seattle.

Any revision of schedules
would not come until next
year, Easley emphasized,
even if the decision went
Seattle’s way.

Another official said,
“Seattle would give us an
All-American route, and
that’s where the traffic is.”
However, the official
warned, extending all runs

to Seattle would cut into |

the number of calls avail-
able to Southeast Alaska

ports unless the state ac- |

companied the shift with

an increase in the size of |

H 3 fleuT.

““That means $90,000 would
have to be spent so the ferry
can handle vehicles for a per-

Wagoner.

Monday, April 10, 1972

iod of about two years,”” said

He said he and other local
officials conferred with state
Department of Public Works
Commissioner George Easley
recently when Easley visited
town as a passenger on the

Considers
Ferry Port

State Sees Seattle
As Trade Terminus

JUNEAU (AP) -—
Alaska is considering routing
all its southeast Alaska ferry
trade through Seattle rather
than Prince Rupert B.C., Pub-
lic Works Commissioner
George Easley says.

"*Such a step isdefinitely un-
der consideration,” Easley
said. *‘I think it could make
sense."’

Experiments into service
out of Seattle began latein 1967
indicated such runs would be
successful, he said.

Presently, two of the four
ferries in Southeast Alaska
service call at Seattle in the off
season, and one of the four
provides weekly service to
Seattle the yeararound.

Alaska has commissioned
two studies on the advisability
of making Seattle the southern
terminus of all its ferry voy-
ages up the Inside passage to
Ketchikan, Juneau, Skagway
and other points, Easley said.

“Half our passengers are
tourists," [Easley said. "It
doesn’t make sense that
they'd rather drive up to Prin-
ce Rupert than take the ferry
atSeattle.”

Main Port Will Not
Be Switched-Easley

Page 5 - WRANGELL SENTINEL, April 14, 1972

Wickersham and Easley was
doubtful about the dolphin,

“‘He said finally that if the
community of Wrangell would
put up half of the money for
the dolphin, the staie would
put up the other half,”” Wag-
oner said.

The chamber president said
the dolphin needed to service
the Wickersham would not be
usable after the ship is re-
placed by a new U.S.built
ferry due to be on the run
within two years. At that

|

point, the Wickersham, wh-
ich is technjeally prohibited
from carrying intra-state tr-
affic because she is foreign-
built, will be sold out of the
ferry fieet,

» The Wickersham is operat-
ing on an intra-state basis in
the interim under a recently-
passed federal waiver of the
Jones Act, which prohibits
foreign - built vessels from
carrying traffic between Uni-
ted States ports., 3

Extra Alaska Ferry

Stops Here Unlikely |

Alaska Public Works
Commissioner George Eas-
ley explained yesterday
that Alaska State Ferries
do not plan te reroute all
Southeast Alaska service
through Seattle.

In conversations at Ju-
neau last week, Easley in-
dicated that the state was
studying whether Seattle
might not be a better
southern terminus for the
ferry system than Prince
Rupert, B.C.

| Seattle and Prince Ru-
pert now share Alaska fer-
ry service almost 50-50 in
the off-season. During the
peak summer season, most

' Anchorage Daily Times 3

Tuesday, April 11, 1972 ,

Terminus

Still B.C.

JUNEAU (AP) —
Alaska Public Works Commis-
sioner George Easley saysthe
main southern terminus for
the State Ferry System will
not be switched from Prince
Rupert, B. C., to Seattle.

Easley said Monday he had
been misunderstood when it

Alaska Public Works Commis-
sioner George Easley says the
main southern terminus for the
State Ferry System will not be
switched from Prince Rupert,
B.C., to Seattle.

Easley said Monday he had
been misunderstood when it
was reported in Seattle that
Alaska might route all ferry
traffic for Southeastern Alaska
through Seattle.

“I was explaining,” Easley
said, “that Seattle is not the li-
gical southern terminus except

perhaps if we had only to be
concerned with tourist traffic.”

He said the state “must also
maintain at a maximum the
frequency of service for Alas-
kans between Southeastern
ports, which Prince Rupert as
the main terminus enables us
todo...”

One of the four southeastern
ferries stops in Seattle year-
round, with the other three op-
erating through Prince Rupert.
During the off-season, a second
vessel makes the Seattle run.

was reported in Seattle that
Alaska might route all ferry
traffic for Southeastern
Alaska through Seattle.

] was explaining," Easley
said, ‘‘that Seattle is not the
logical southern terminus

except perhaps if we had only |

to be concerned with tourist
traffic.”

He said the state ‘‘must also
maintain at a maximum the
frequency of service for Alas-
kans between Southeastern

ports.

boats stub off at Prince
tupert.

In his discussion last
week, Easley noted the
comparative easy availa-
bility of Seattle to tourists
from the *'South 48" and
the way traffic continues to
build through Seattle.

However, he fold the As-
sociated Press yesterday in
Juneau:

“I was explaining that
Seattle is not the logical
southern terminus, except
perhaps if we had only to
be concerned with tourist
fraffic.”

The state, Easley added,
“must also maintain at a
maximum the frequency of
service for Alaskans be-
tween Southeastern. ports,
which Prince Rupert as

the main terminus enables
us to do.”
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YIS UABOARD THE MV WICKERSHAM — It's a voyage

;'trf_"sunshine ‘and mists, far vistas and close-up shores,
this~1,040-mile Alaska Ferries run up the Inside Pas-

tsage ‘from Seattle to Skagway. The
Wickersham is pushing north with little

“more. than the throb of her engines to Marine

< remind us we're sailing the north Pa-

t¢ific Coast, But watching a southbound

"fishboat dig her nose into white water at the entrance
to Seymour Narrows reminded us that waters must be

- tougher than motion showed aboard our 363-foot ship.

« % “That fishboat is bucking an ehbtide,” Capt. Herh
'Storey told us. “This narrows doesn’t really get rough
until‘you hit a flood tide. Coming south on a flood last
trip, ‘we were making 30 knots through here.” The

"Wickersham was logging her 20% knot cruising speed,
Storey explained, and the tide was giving her an extra
11-knot shove.

|
_“SHE’S A GOOD SHIP,”” Mate Larry House chimed
j in. “They’ll never make one that handles better than
this.”
| ‘Chief Engineer Pete Monsaas gestured below.
“They've got some pretty fine Swedish machinery
down there,” Monsaas said. ‘“The trouble is, finding

| time to work on it. In the summertime we’re running
| her 2% months practically steady.” :

THE WICKERSHAM showed her heels to the Cana-
dian ferry City of Prince Rupert late the first day out.
The City of Prince Rupert ties in with Alaska Ferries
on her run from the north end of Vancouver Island to
Prince Rupert, In fact, it was when a crackup put the
City of Prince Rupert out of action a few years ago

' that Alaskans realized they had to run their own ferry-
|| boat’link with Seattle.

On this run we crept up on the Canadian boat, also

- northbound, and caught her near the entrance to Queen
Charlotte Sound. We didn’t pass her like a freight train

passing a tramp. She looked clean and sharp as we
drew alongside, but she couldn’t match the Wicker-
sham’s power and we walked on by.

ANOTHER ENCOUNTER stirred philosophy from

an Alaska passenger. A little Red Stack tug with two -

tandem. railbarges in tow. The Alaskan leaned on the
rail, watching the two. “There you see it,” he said,

| “One tug with eight men aboard, hauling two huge

“barges with 120 railears full of cargo along at 12 knots.
That’s what happened to Alaska Steam.”

“THE 52 CREWMEN OF the Wickersham are aristo-

JUNEAU (AP)—Fare

reductions for elderly persons cost nothing to maintain,

cé

S Thurs April 6, 1972 Seattle Post-Intelligencer

Easley against break
for elderly on ferries

in a space availability basis

Mushing Nb;'th on the Wickersham

crats, after a fashion, of the sealanes. The crews trade
off, work one week on and one week off. For that, even
a utility man, who does jobs like washing dishes, will
earn $800 a month. Not so much as it sounds for high-
cost Alaska, where, a crewman tells us, he will pay 39
cents in Juneau for a head of lettuce he can pick up for
19 at Seattle’s Pike Place Market.

But still good. All crewmen have to be Alaska resi-
dents. Some are Alaska-born. Some born in Alaska’s
South-48 “suburb’ of Seattle. Once a man lands a job
ahoard one of these ferries, they tell us, he practically
“homesteads’ on it.

IF YOU THINK Seattle has had a tough winter, by
the way, muse upon Juneau — capital of Alaska, in
southeastern. They just strolled over every fence in
town, on top of the snow. And when some of our ship-
mates went to the Juneau Airport Thursday night to
grab a plane fo Seattle, it was snowing some more.

Almost enough to make a person want to leave
Alaska. Almost, but not quite.

TALEKING ABOUT DOGS. Visiting hours are three
times a day aboard the Wickersham. Pets stay in their
owners’ cars, trucks or trailers on the cardeck below.
The ferry system has had to rule the cardeck off-limits
to passengers. The fire danger was too great from
camper and trailer dwellers who wouldn’t leave their
kitchen stoves turned off. But three times a day the
Wickersham declares cardeck-visiting breaks, Owners
head below. Pull their pets out of the cars and give
them a run. Number of pets aboard — poodles, terriers,
a perky little brown sausage that its mistress says is a
miniature Schnitzer and, fittingly for an Alaska ferry,
one huge, beautiful husky.

When we passed by, the husky was watching amia-
bly while a deckhand lectured his owner about his (the
dogs) toilet habits.

You can forget international problems on a cruise
like this. Also things like smog and freeway traffic.
But even out here, cruising up some of the cleanest,
loveliest waters in the world, you can’t get away from
that great American problem — what to do about dogs.
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using state ferries would “createa
privileged class at the expense of
all the citizenry,” a state official

He said the resolution did not
define whether the special rates
applied to passage only.

{
¥

Apparently there will not be a special ferry scheduled for the
Southeast Democratic Convention May 5, 6, and 7. Ferries depart
from Juneau for Sitka the 2nd, and %th, but none during conven-
tion days. Because of the Spring tourist influx, and the Malispina
in dry dock, a special run was not possible. Rumor has it many
gl?hoMHc:ddmmﬁngbuuﬂnhrryfortum-

| ‘portation, and camp out in rented halls in Sitka. However, some
of the delegates may be able to catch a South-bound ferry fo
Petersburg, and then a North-bound ferry to Sitka. In any event,
| Sitka will be a very busy place during the first week.

THE | =neA |
LISTENER “~{ =

says.

George Easley, public works
commissioner, made the state-
ment before a House committee
in arguing against half fares
for the elderly.

Under the proposed resolu-
tion, special rates would be ap-
plied for retired Alaskans who
would travel on a space avail-
ability basis on the marine
highway system and comr
mercial airlines.

Easley called “a fallacy” the
concept that travelers moving

4
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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER /  POUCH Z — JUNEAU 99801

April 12, 1972

Henbert J. Lockent

Dinectorn

Division of Marine Trhansportation
Pouch R

Juneau, Alaska

Dear Captain Lockent:

My sincere thank you for yourn effonts in making the
inaugural voyage of the M/V WICKERSHAM an excelfent and he-
warding Duip. The waum personal atlention you gave Lo every
detail is verny much appreciated. 1 am congident we will reap
many benefits grom the pubfLic good will generated on this thip.
You have no doubt neceived as many compliments and ghatifying
commciis as 1 have on the outstanding performance of all con-
cened.

Congratulations and thank you for a fob well done!

Sincenrely,

=>4 1)
// /"i
/ e

|
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Gelbrgt W, Easkel
LCommissionen

TELEGRAM FROM GOVERNOR EGAN ON WICKERSHAM FERRY

THE HONORABLE MIKE GRAVEL, UNITED STATES SENATE

I CANNOT TELL YOU HOW PLEASED I WAS THIS MORNING TO LEARN
THAT THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS HAS APPROVED THE WICKERSHAM
WAIVER BILL AND HAS FORWARDED IT TO THE PRESIDENT FOR HIS
SIGNATURE. THIS FINAL APPROVAL CAME AS A DIRECT RESULT OF
YOUR PERSONAL EFFORTS ON BEHALF OF THE STATE OF ALASKA. YOU
HAVE MY SINCERE APPRECIATION AS WELL AS THE APPRECIATION OF
ALL ALASKANS WHO WILL NOW BE ABLE TO TRAVEL FREELY ABOARD
THE VESSEL WITHOUT RESTRICTIONS. CONGRATULATIONS ON A JOB
WELL DONE.

WILLIAM A.EGAN GOVERNOR OF ALASKA



















ALASKA SIGNS CONTRACT FOR CONSTRUCTION
OF ‘FLAG’ FERRY

Officials of the Alaskan Department
of Public Works and Lockheed Ship-
building and Construction Company
today signed a $19,613,5699 contract for
construction of a 418 foot ocean going
ferry. Alaska’s Division of Marine Trans-
portation expects to put the ferry into
service on its Alaskan Marine Highway
System early in 1974.

Commissioner George Easley, who )
signed for Alaska, said that it is the d A
largest contract ever awarded by the
department. The ship largest com-
mercial passenber ship to be built on
Puget Sound — will be constructed at
Lockheed’s Harbor Island shipyard. ‘

Martin L. Ingwersen, executive vice
president — operations, signed the con-
tract for Lockheed. The contract signing
took place in the offices of Nickum &
Spaulding Associates, Inc., Seattle
marine architectural firm that designed
the new “flag” ferry for the Alaskan
fleet.

FACTORY BUILT ROOMS |
FOR FERRY MALASPINA

PORTLAND — Factory-built
staterooms for ships is the new-
est wrinkle and the Alaskan fer-
ry Malaspina is getting them.

Two Seattle firms, Fentron |
Highway Products, Inc., and |
Modules International, Inc., sub-
contractors to Willamette Iron
& Steel Co., are building and in-
stalling 86 brand-new staterooms
complete on the Malaspina, which |
WISCO is lengthening and re-
furbishing under a $6.3 million

CONTRACT SIGNING — Officials of the Alaska State Department of Public Works and
- . ¥ / ales Lockheed Shipbuilding and Construction Company met Feb. 4 in the Seattle offices of Nickum
contr d.(;t with the Alaska State & Spaulding Associates, marine architects, to sign a $19,513,599 contract for the 385 foot Iwl
Fer ry System. ferry Lockheed will build for the Alaskan Division of Marine Transportation. Seated, left to right,

The patented staterooms have | .o Martin L. Ingwersen, executive vice president — operations, Lockheed Shipbuilding; George
prefabricated walis, floors and Easley, public works commissioner; and Captain H. J. Lockert, director of marine transportation
ceilings, bathroom units with | Standing are principals of the firm that designed the ferry, Philip F. Spaulding, left, and George

built-in showers, clothes closets, | & Vickum.
dressing tables, and two or four
bunks. They are fireproofed, pre-
wired and pre-plumbed. It takes

FERRY WICKERSHAM GETS NEW LEASE ON LIFE

about 30 minutes to set each i

in place. \ 2423 !
The two firms built some of e

the parts in Seattle but are pre- p s K -

assembling the units at Swan ”, ) ¢ > "‘:. EAL LL o bl

Island. They plan to extend this S P '_‘_-,,#;.“m“ i

- 1”?,3‘

concept to other Alaska ferries | i
as well as tankers and freighters :
‘under construction. z

SEATTLE — A new lease on life, due in part to the efforts of Seattle Port
Commissioner Capt. Merle Adlum, the Alaska State ferry Wickersham has been
granied temporary permission to carry passengers between American ports, even
though she is foreign built. The classy ferry, by an act of Congress and a sidestep
to the Jones Act will be granted the permission for three years by which time
a new ferry will probably replace her or she will be retained for further service

with an extension of the recent act. Photo by Melvin L. Fredeen, Seattle marine ‘
photographer. The ferry was drydocked at the Todd yard in Seattle recently.

The ship will be twin screw, twin
rudder, diesel powered ship designed to
carry passengers and vehicles. Overall
length will be 418 feet and 385 feet at
the design load waterline. It will have a
beam of 85 feet, a draft of 16 feet, and
a service speed of 21 knots.

The ferry will carry 1000 passengers
with berths for 324 and a crew of 80. It
will accommodate 184 standard sized
American automobiles. Later addition
of portable ramps would increase ve- |
hicle capacity to 226 automobiles.

The ferry will be the largest of nine |
operated by the Alaska Division of |
Marine Transportation, the most exten-
sive passenger carrying fleet operated in
the U.S.

A solarium to be installed on the sun
deck will provide a sheltered, panoramic
viewing area. Boat deck facilities include
an observation lounge, cocktail lounge,
cafeteria, and dining saloon. Lounge,
officers” and crews’ messes, and state-
rooms are among facilities planned for
the mezzanine deck with provisions for
later installation of a hospital, gift shop,
and beauty salon.

Vehicle stowage will be on the main
deck with some stowage available on the |
upper deck. The second deck will con-
tain such facilities as laundry and crews’
quarters.

Crewmen will live in private or semi-
private staterooms and ship plans in-
clude crew recreation rooms. All passen-
ger staterooms will be equipped with
private baths.

Two 9000 shp diesels will drive two
controllable pitch propellers through
reduction gears. Normal electrical power |
will be supplied by three diesel genera-
tors with additional provisions for
emergency and stand-by power supplies.

The ship will be equipped with
modern navigation and communications
systems including single-sideband radio
telephones, VHF-FM radio telephones,
two radar systems, depth sounders, and
a ship’s entertainment and loudspeaker
system piped throughout the ship.

Lockheed expects to lay keel for the
ferry on its Shipway No. 3 following
launch of a 640 foot, 28,000 dwt bulk
carrier in August.

The ferry contract was the third new
ship award for the Lockheed yards in
the last six months. The $15 million
bulk carrier being built for Bankers
Trust Company of New York for long-
term time charter use by the California
and Hawaiian Sugar Company is already
under construction. Shop and slab work
on the $52 million, 12,000 ton
WAGB-10 Coast Icebreaker will begin
later this month.
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JE irst lllegal Entry

(Case Here for Ferry

City police apprehended a
young man who had deliberately
driven off the ferry Wickersham
without checking through U.S.
Customs and turned him over
to customs officers at 9:30 Wed-
nesday night.

A civil charge of failure to
report to customs was filed
against him, state troopers who

| assisted inthe search, said today,

Ketchikan customs officer
Floyd Montgomery said this was
the first instance in Ketchikan of
illegal entry from the ferry.

The man's vehicle was
searched for contraband by
state police. He was then re-
leased. He reportedly is a res-
ident of Ketchikan.

Customs would not release the
name of the man. Montgomery
explained that the customs
district director in Anchorage

Chilkat To Begin

will determine whether or not to
take further action against him.

Troopers said on a civil charge
of this nature, customs is em-
powered to fine for failure to
report and if the man' wishes to
appeal, the case then goes to
court, . :

Dear Wavemaker;

‘)/IJlooked in the phone book under Alaska, state of, for the ferr.y sys-
-'#ern, tried just plain marine highway system and couldn’t find it
|there either. Can’t the state find the money to list it somewhere cor-
‘rectly or in several places? [

When | finally found it under ferry system, | called long distance
from Craig to the Ketchikan terminal and got a recording, which of
\eourse, didn’t answer my question about future scheduling.

: Fortunately the RCA long distance operator was helpful and sug-
gested | call Alaska World Travel where | finally found out how ar]d
awhen | was going to travel to the class A basketball tournament in
~Juneau. &5

Why can’t the state put a number on its recorded message to te

"callers where to phone if he hasn't received an answer to his ques-

tion on the recording? If Alaska World is the answer for us, they !

- should get paid for it.
& get p LH

Craig

Dear LH:
" The man at the ferry terminal says to please realize that.the

|
Dear Wavemaker; ™

' | am a crew member on the state ferries and disturbed with the
| customs office in Ketchikan. In my opinion, their treatment of the
icrews shows a lack of good judgment.

!j Why is it necessary for them to check through crew luggage on
i crew change days when at the same time the auto traffic leaves the
j'vessel without a search? Are they looking for something only crew
'imembers can carry ashore? Why doesn’t Juneau check crew lug-
‘gage?

. Sometimes families wait for us for 30 minutes while we go through
Hthe line. Why this obviously unnecessary treatment of Ketchikan
residents?

1 No Initials, Please

}pcar NIP:

+

i We referred this question to Ketchikan customs in mid-January
.and they sent it up to Anchorage customs for official answer. This
i'didn’t come so we called the Anchorage office.
#. The head man there told us that they were short on personnel and
1hat delayed an answer. He also said the questions are almost im-
«possible to answer. After listening to his explanation, we're inclined
i to agree with him.

If you're on the Wickersham, he says, you'd have a different set
i-of regulations because of the Jones Act. If you came up on the Wick

[“from Seattle, everyone would have to be checked at each point of

sarrival in Alaska. The auto traffic wouldn't have to be checked in

\ithe winter season because you don’t go through Prince Rupert. In

“the summer you go through Prince Rupert and auto traffic would be

I:cho(-kvd, Or something like that.

i Anyway, what he tried to get across was that anyone already pre-

scleared in Rupert doesn't have to go through it in Ketchikan except
or the crew which isn't checked while they're about their business

1of loading passengers.

On the other vessel it's easier. Everybody’s precleared out of

Rupert.
That's the best we could do.
| Wavemaker.

{ phone rings 24 hours a day. If a ship is in, they put the phone on the
Vrecording. Also, there are no vessels in on Tuesdays and Saturdays,
-and Tuesday is the office's day off.

~ However, they say if you call during regular office hours, the
““phone will be answered unless a ferry is actually in. '
B Also. the man said you apparently have an old phone book
“because in the new book the ferries are listed under ferry system
- and under Alaska, state, of, Public Works, Marine Transportation.

‘.- We know, because we couldn't find it either at first.

ay g
T e Bk

Summer Schedule

Captain H.J. Lockert today
announced that the M-V Chilkat
will begin its summer schedule
Friday. leaving Auke Bay at
2 p.m. and arriving at Hoonah
at 7 p.m. The ship will leave
Hoonah at 7:30 p.m.. arriving
back at Auke Bay at 12:30 am.
Saturday. The Chilkat will make
a similar trip on Sunday.

The schedule for the Chilkat.
Lockert said. will be available
a month in advance. Informa.
tion and schedules can be ob.
tained at our downtown ferry of-
:fii‘i:i on Seward or by calling 586-
405.

Wayemaker
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fW)(rkcrsham Greeted |

/A large contingent of Ket-
chikan residents greeted the state
ferry Wickersham Wednesday
noon when it arrived in Ket-
chikan on its first trip since
granted a waiver on Jones Act.
The waiver allows the ship to
carry passengers between U.S,
ports. For this trip, the
Wickersham had 150 passengers
out of Seattle. No stops were
made at Vancouver or Prince
Rupert, B.C., where the vessel
has called on previous north-
bound trips and taken on smaller
passenger loads.

The Ketchikan Yacht Club and
the fire boat greeted the Wicky as
it steamed up the Narrows. A
Temsco helicopter flew over the
ship with a U.S. flag.

Mayor Bill Hamilton, Borough
Chairman Karl Steward and
chamber of commerce President
A. Fred Miller and other com- |
munity leaders greeted Capt. |
Herbert Storey when the ship
arrived at the terminal.

During the open house all af-
ternoon, hundreds of residents
inspected the ship during an open
house.

Commissioner of Public Works
George Eagley, Commissioner of
Commerce Ken Kadow and their
wives flew down from Juneau to
represent the state at open
houses at Ketchkan and later at
Wrangell.

Capt. H.J. Lockert and Mrs,
Lockert were passengers from
Seattle on the ship. Also coming
from Seattle was Capt. Merle
Adlum, Seattle port com-
missioner and head of the inland
boatinen’s union; Dick Berg,
Port of Seattle; Bob Fletcher,
Port of Seattle; Pete DeBoer,
Seattle Chamber of Commerce

and Standard Oil; and Don-|
Page, marine editor for the
Scattle P-1,

Calendar No. 655

920 CONGRESS
9p SESSION 1 083
] (]

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

MagcH T, 1972

Read twice and ordered to be placed on the calendar

AN ACT

Authorizing the State of Alaska to operate a passenger vessel of

foreign registry between ports in Alaska, and between ports
in Alaska and ports in the State of Washington, for a limited
period of time.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
That, notwithstanding the provisions of law of the United
States restricting to vessels of the United States the trans-
portation of passengers and merchandise directly or indirectly
from any port in the United States to another port of the
United States, passengers (and their personal effects and
their private vehicles) and vehicles engaged in the trans-
portation of passengers but not merchandise may be trans-
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April 14, 1972

~Tasl
Mr. George W. Easley, Commissioner {
Department of Public Works
State of Alaska
Pouch 2
Juneau, Alaska 99801
Dear George: ¥ 2
Thank you for your recent letter requesting et
autographed copies of the bill authorizing the State of AW ;
Alaska to operate the M/V WICKERSHAM,. \ el
l‘.g_r. : =
\ad
I certainly was pleased to do what I could to oo e
insure that the WICKERSHAM could begin to operate between oo
. American ports. da O ot
Enclosed please find two copies of H. R. 10234, =
the bill as it was finally passed, and two copies of .

private law 92-81, all of which T have autographed for
yvou and Captain Lockert.

Thank you again for your kind letter in this
regard.
With best wishes,
).
Forplhllv,
;/
y
<.-"4 ,'. __..
/ ~#FED 'STEVENS
“"  United States Senator
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MARINE TRAHSPUR [ATION

It's the Wicked Wicky in some circles this week. The ferry Wicker-

| sham shouldn't be blamed for its attractiveness, however.

A number of Ketchikan residents enjoyed the open house when the
ferry Wickersham stopped in Ketchikan on its inaugural voyage
under the Jones Act waiver. Some of the Ketchikan people had so
much fun they didn't discover the party was over until the ferry was
halfway to Wrangell.
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EDITOR, Daily News:l‘
Dear Governor Egan:- -~

The recent Southeastern

; Conference meeting in Sitka in
early February, developed a
“position paper”. which was
unanimously adopted both by the

| Transportation Committee ~and
the entire Conference asking that
you allocate additional funds
from the *‘Special Highway
Assistance program to contract
for a second “Bartlett Class”
ferry before the 120 day time
option expires later this month.

Mr. Felix Toner, President of
the Conference, was asked to
present you with this “position
paper” and we presume that he
did. Commissioner Easley was a
special guest speaker at the
conference and he was briefed
with respect to the unanimous

| position. of the conference in
recommending. that you allot
.Special highway assistance funds
for the construction of a second
“vessel,

Our organization and the
members of the Southeastern
Conference are very aware of the
excellent work that Senator
Gravel performed in obtaining
these special highway assistance
funds in the amount of $20,000,000
for each of two years for a total
program of $40,000,000. We know
that these funds are available for
the development of the Marine
Highway System and that ap-
proximately $9,000,000 has been
allocated for construction of one
Bartlett class vessel and for
several new terminal facilities in
Southeastern Alaska,

. It appears that those who have
seriously concerned themselves
| with the integrated development
' of the Marine Highway System in
Southeastern Alaska are
substantially in agreement that
two of the Bartlett class vessels
| are needed to do the job. One to
| serve critical needs in the North-

_ern half of the panhandle and

the other for the Southern half.
We will not burden you with the
details of all the compelling
reasons for two vessels because
we know and appreciate that you
are acutely aware of them.

Further, we feel sure that if
there is any question about re-
ceiving the full amount of the
special highway assistance funds
Senator Gravel was so in-
strumental in obtaining that
direct conferences with him
would speedily solve the
problem. There appears to be no
other practical and immediate
way to construct a second vessel
without the use of some $5,300,000
special highway funds. We un-
derstand this is the approximate
amount of the award for con-
struction of the one Bartlett class
vessel on which bids were opened
just before last Christmas with
the second vessel at the same
figure,

The Southeastern Conference,
of course, is made up of
Municipal and Borough govern-
ment units, Chambers of Com-
merce and community
associations throughout the area
and their unanimous decision on
the immediate need for a second
vessel and recommended method
for obtaining same is a very
responsible and sincere position.
The transportation committee of
the Greater Ketchikan Chamber
of Commerce joins the com-
ference in asking that you
allocate sufficient funds from the
source discussed to conStruct the
second Bartlett class vessel.
Metlakatla was well represented
at the Sitka meeting and con-
curred in recommending to you
the allocation of funds we have
indicated.

Yours very truly,

W.K. BOARDMAN
Chairman

Greater Ketchikan Chamber
of Commerce
Transportation Committee

POINT-TO-POINT SERVICE FOR WICKERSHAM
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It toock an act of Congress but the Alaska Marine Highway's “Wicker-
sham” finally is allowed to load passengers in Seattle and unload them
it Alaska terminals.

The ship, built in Norway was prohibited by provisions of the Jones
Act from picking up passengers in one U.S. Port and disembarking them
n another U.S. port. The President recently signed a three-year waiver
ermitting the Wickersham to operate in direct Seattle-Alaska service.
'he Wickersham was granted the Jones Act Waiver since a $20 million
eplacement vessel now is under construction by Lockheed Shipbuilding
“orporation in Seattle. The new ship is scheduled for delivery in 27

Malaspina to be back on reqular run

The remodeled Alaska
state ferry Malaspina will
return to her regular sched-
ule June 16, the Alaska Ma-

| rine Highway System an-

nounced yesterday.

The vessel has been
lengthened by 56 feet and fit-
ted with many new features
in a refurbishing project
costing more than $6 million.

Work was performed at
Willamette Iron & Steel Co.
in Portland.

Alaska Gov. William A,
Egan said there will be an
open house aboard the Ma-
laspina May 28 in Portland.
The vessel will arrive in
Seattle about June 5.

The “new” Malaspina,
now 408 feet long, will have
accommodations for 750 pas-
sengers and can carry 134
passenger vehicles.

The ship also has been fit-
ted with new modular-design

staterooms, a view solarium
and a fresh decor.
Nickum & Spaulding Asso-
ciates, Seattle, the marine
architects who designed the
original vessel. The Malaspi-
na was launched in 1962.
The State of Alaska now
has a fleet of seven ferries
serving more than 2,000
miles of Alaska's coastline
and traveling as far south as
Seattle,

nonths at which time the Wickersham will be put up for sale.



AROUND THE WORLD

FROM ALASKA
Richard A. Berg:

“To follow up on
last month's news
on the ‘Wicker-
sham' Waiver Bill,
it was an honor to
be included on the
passenger list for
the first trip north
from Seattle to
Alaska aboard the
the first week of

beautiful
April. Following a Seattle reception prior
to sailing, Commissioner Adlum led a

big, ship

Seattle delegation which, together with
State of Alaska officials greeted thou-
sands of Alaska residents in the pan-
handle ports. Many traveled with the
vessel between cities for the first time on
her regular riute. Observing the muni-
cipal receptions along the way, one could
safely conclude that this was truly a
‘freedom trip’. . . . In air news, all air
carriers operating between Sea-Tac In-
ternational Airport and the Alaskan ter-
minal points report increased revenues
and much optimism for a good season
coming up. . . . In spite of apparently
overwhelming opposition, industry and
informed government sources are confi-
dently predicting a 1973 start-up of the
now world-famous trans-Alaska oil pipe-
line. For many individuals and compan-
ies this isn't any too soon as the delays
are being counted into the hundreds of
millions of dollars in lost economic ac-
tivity, On the other hand, dollars saved
in probable environmental preservation
brought about by the slow-down will
never be accurately tallied.”
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Special Jones Act Waiver

Victory Celebration Aboard “Wickersham™

To celebrate her release from the
not-so-benevolent bindings of the
Jones Act, the Alaska ferry “Wick-
ersham” held an open house for the
general public on Easter Sunday,
April 2, at Pier 48.

This sleek auto-liner was built in
Norway and since the Jones Act for-
bids foreign-built vessels to haul
passengers between U.S. ports, the
“Wickersham™ had been unable to
sail directly between Seattle and
Alaska. She has been operating
from Seattle to ports in British Col-
umbia, thus causing her Alaska-
bound passengers to leave the ship
and take passage on one of the
other big auto-liners of the Alaska
Marine Highway System fleet or to
board in Vancouver, B.C. for the
voyage north.

The “Wickersham” recently was
granted a special three-year waiver,
since a $20-million replacement
vessel is now under construction by
Lockheed Shipbuilding and Con-
struction Company, Seattle, and will
be delivered in about 27 months.
The “Wickersham™ may then be
sold.

First Through-Voyage

Her first “direct-through” cruise
from Seattle to Alaska began mid-
night, April 3. A Port of Seattle
delegation headed by Commissioner
Merle D. Adlum was privileged to
be aboard and witness the historic
by-passing of Canadian ports as the
“Wickersham” headed directly for
the 49th state.

At each Alaskan port—Ketchi-
kan, Wrangell, Petersburg, Juneau,
Skagway and Haines—she was given
civic receptions and reciprocated by
having open house.

e
More than 4,000 visitors viewed the outer
and inner exfremities of the '‘Wickersham"

af Pier 48 in Seattle Easter Sunday, compli-
ments of the Alaska Ferry System.

For years the "Wickie" hos called regularly
ot seven Southeastern porfs, but few of the
residents of those cities and fowns had been
able to travel on her because of Jones Act
restrictions. With the ban lifted, the Alas-
kans swarmed on board—old and young—
and inspected the ship from stem to stern.
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Before the last of the debarking passengers
had left, streams of Alaskans marched on
board af Ketchikan to inspect "their” ship.
The third and fourth people (on the right)
were Commissioner of Public Works George
Easley and Mrs. Easley, and immediately be-
hind them Capt. H. J. Lockert, Director of
the Marine Highway System.

At an on-board luncheon for Ketchikan dig-
nitaries, Commissioner Easley proposed a
toast of thanks fo the members of the U.S.
Senate and House of Represenfatives who
unanimously passed the Jones Act "waiver”
bill allowing the "Wickersham" freedom fo
serve all the porfs of Southeast Alaska.

(Photos, R. H. Fletcher)

§55L, *
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PORT OF SEATTLE REPORTER

N oy e B
Every Alaskan port put on a welcome for the
“Wickersham,”' but none quite like Ketchikan!
Here o flofilla of small boats escorts the
"Wickersham' info port, led by a fireboat,
while above @ helicopter trails a huge Ameri-
can flag.

The construction area across the channel from
the "Wickersham' is the new Kefchikan air-
port, still more than o year away from com-
pletion. When it is operable, Ketchikan air
passengers will no longer have fo air-ferry
to Annette Island for connection with the
major airlines serving Alaska.
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“Wickersham” (cont’d)

e - -

Port of Seattle Commissioner Capt. Merle
Adlum were reminiscing on the long, hard
struggle to get the "Wickersham' waiver bill
passed.

Hikers, campers and mountain climbers, in-
cluding five young men intending to climb
Mt. McKinley, were ""Wickersham'' passengers
during various segments of the trip. Here af
Haines, where the Marine Highway connects

ALASPINA

. -
=

with the rood to Fairbanks, Anchoroge, efc.,
several of the passengers debarked. The fel-
low with the dog was still trying to “thumb"
his way farther north when the ship sailed.

In Juneau, the high school band, under the
direction of Cliff Berge, enferfained the
"Wickersham'' passengers af a concert in the
ship's main lounge...

There's a real sincerity in o musical greeting
in the lote evening hours, with the fempera-
ture hovering just above freezing. The "Wick-
ersham's” passengers and crew were visibly
impressed with the Alaska school children
who, in town after town, turned out fo greet
the ship with no thought of their personal
comfort.
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Malaspina Day
Planned for June 6

Mayor Bill Hamilton has an-
nounced that he will proclaim
June 8 as Malspina Day in honor
of the Malaspina’s first visit to
Ketchikan since she underwent a
50-foot lengthening during
drydock this winter. This ship is
now about 400 feet long.

The Malaspina is scheduled to
arrive at 11 a.m. The First City
plans a gala greeting. A flotilla of

Ketchikan Yacht Club boats will |

meet the ship at Mountain l_’pint
and escort it to dock. In addition,

the fire department’s fireboat |

will announce the ship’s arrival

with a continuous geyser of |

Tongass Narrows water, and

Temsco plans to dispatch a |
helicopter which will tow ﬂn:
the |

American flag over
Malaspina as it enters the
Narrows.

A half-hour after the ship
docks, from 11:30 to 1:30 p.m. the
public will be invited to an open
house aboard the ship. The
chamber of commerce asks that
as many persons attend the open
| hause as possible. The state ferry

releases on the Malspina's visit to
Ketchikan—its first stop since
drydock—and enthusiastic public
support will insure an eén-
thusiastic writeup.

About 5,000 citizens attended
the dedication of the Malaspina in
1961, and the chamber hopes the
city will top that figure June 8.

Malaspina To
Resume Service

In Southeastern

The state ferry Malaspina will
sail north Tuesday to resume
service in southeast Alaska
after being lengthened and re-
furbished in Portland.

The ferry, which operates be-
tween Haines-Skagway and
Seattle, departs Seattle Tues-
day evening and will make
open-house stops at her ports of
call on the first run back in
southeast.

The vessel went into dry dock
early in January. Some 56 feet
were added to the ferry's mid-
section, a new solarium was
built and the capacity of state-
rooms was increased to 284
first class berths from 100.
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A public open house is set for
May 28 in Portland aboard the
newly built and lengthened
M-V Malaspina of the Alaska
Marine Highway System, Gov.
William A. Egan said today.

The vessel will be open for in-
spection from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
that day at the Willamette Iron
& Steel Co. dock, 2800 Northwest
Front Avenue,

| Engine Trouble
Delays Ferry |

An engine malfunction has put
the state ferry Malaspina about
24 hours behind schedule on her
return voyage to Southeast
Alaska to resume service af-
ter being lengthened and refur-
bished in Portland.

The vessel blew a gasket on
the starboard engine after leav-
ing Seattle lnte Tuesday, a De-
partment of Public Werks offic-
ial said, and because of reduced
speed will now arrive in Ketchi-

kan Friday morning. The gasket |

will be replaced there, and re-
vised scheduling calls for the
Malaspina to resume her voy-
age north late Friday.

The vessel's arrival in Juneau,
originally scheduled for Friday
morning, is now delayed until
Saturday.

The Public Works official said
a new schedule for public open
house visits to the vessel will be
announced as soon as it is avail-
able.

Southeast Alaska Empire, Juneau, Alaska, Thurs.. May 18, 1972—3

Open House Scheduled
For Newly Rebuilt Ship

The Malaspina was original-
ly launched in 1962 as one of
three sister ships designed to
serve the people of Southeast
Alaska. There now is a fleet
of seven vessels serving over
2,000 miles of Alaska coast line
and as far south as Seattle.

Now lengthened 56 feet to a
total overall length of 408 feet,
the Malaspina will have acco-
mmodations for 750 passengers.
The ship has been fitted with
new modular design staterooms,
including 56 four-person rooms
and 30 two-person units. She will
be able to carry 134 passenger
vehicles.

The modification design was
by Nickum & Spaulding Asso-
ciates of Seattle, the marine
architects who originally de-
signed the vessel.

Cutting and joining operation
were by Willamette Iron & Steel
Co., with the new midsection
and solarium being fabricated
by Gunderson Bros., also of
Portland. Total cost for the
lengthening and refurbishing ex-

vy
by
1y
.

ceeds $6 million.

The modular staterooms a
new concept in ship construc-
tion, were built by Modulars
International complete with
bunks, lavatory facilities, wir-
ing and ducting, and were plac-
ed on board the vessel by use of
air cushion devices.

The new solarium will give
passengers a better view of
scenery on the Marine High-
way System ftrip from Seat-
tle through Ketchikan, Peters-
burg, Wrangell, Sitka, Juneau,
Haines and on to Skagway.

A newly designed cafeteria,
restaurant and lounge nave
been added to the ship with a
spectacularly different decor
from sister ships. A wood-grain
finish with Alaska motif pat-
tern decorates the staterooms
and observation deck. Alaska
art and products will be on
display in the restaurant.

The Malaspina will return to
her regulr schedule on June 18,

‘A mnnnnn n

o

ENGINE REPAIR—The Alaska Marine Highway vessel Malas-
pina, above, is scheduled to arrive in Juneau at 8:15 a.m. tomor-
row and depart for Haines and Skagway at 12:30 p.m., Depart-
ment of Public Works officials said today. Open house will be
held on the newly-refurbished ship from 8:30 a.m. to noon at
the downtown terminal. The vessel, in Ketchikan for repairs on
the starboard engine, was delayed on its return voyage from
Portland by engine trouble. (AP Wirephoto) }

MALASPINA OPEN HOUSE

SEATTLE — The Alasgka
State ferry Malaspina which has
just completed a $6 million jum-
boizing job at Willamette Iron
& Steel in Portland will not hold
open house at Seattle on May 28
as was previously planned. Com-
pany officials say that the open
house will be held after a shake-
| ; down cruise to Alaska some time

{ v ot after June 14. ;
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THE NEW MALASPINA —The state ferry Malaspina, length-
ened by 56 feet and refurbished at a cost of 6 million, arrived
in Ketchikan today on its first trip north since leaving the
Portland shipyard last week. It was delayed in Ketchikan
nine hours today to repair a blown piston but otherwise is

| B L

ready for the summer season. The public was invited aboard
between 10 and 12 and 2 andJ 4 o’clock today to inspect the re-
built craft. This photo was taken as it left Portland earlier this

—AP Wirephoto

Ferry Malaspinc
SPARKLING IN THE LAZY SUN, the super ferry Malaspina makes

ready for a busy summer. A more than $6-million modernization
and lengthening project completed in Portland added 56 feet to the
Malaspina's 357 feet. She now will be capable of carrying 750 pas-
sengers and |34 passenger vehicles. A newly insialledv solarium will

All Ready for Summer Cruises

give passengers a better view of scenery on the Marine Highway Sys-
tem trip from Seattle through Ketchikan, Petersburg, W'rangell, Sitka,
Juneau, Haines and on fo Skagway. The Malaspina, which t‘nade her
maiden voyage in 963, is now one of seven vessels serving more
than 2,000 miles of Alaska coastline. — P-1 Photo by Tom Barlet.
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CHUCK HARRINGTON standing in front of new funnel. Area where
man is standing in funnel willl contain ship's incinerator.

NEW FUNNEL FOR
ALASKAN FERRY

Plate Shop crew that assembled new funnel, background. From left
to right, DON BURNETT; RALPH SCHWINDT; BEN PHILLIPS:

VIRGIL AHLSON; RALPH MOWATT.

By JIM KENNEY

A recently completed job in our
plate shop was the new aluminum
funnel for the State of Alaska’s lux-
ury auto ferry, M.V. “MALAS-
PINA,” at the Portland Marine Divi-
sion’s dock.

Although Chuck Harrington, Fore-
man, and his boys are no strangers to
Marine Division work, this was only
the second aluminum funnel built by
them. It was the first all-welded one,
the previous funnel being a bolted and
riveted assembly.

To a landlubber, funnel and smoke
stack are interchangeable terms, but
the new funnel for the “MALAS-
PINA” is a far cry from a shipboard
chimney. Only part of the funnel as-
sembly is devoted to getting rid of
engine fumes. The rest of it houses
a fan room, an electrical distribution
room and the ship’s incinerator. The
part of the funnel where the diesel
engine exhausts come through is
called the “fidley.” I have no idea
why, except that it has to be called
something, and nothing else is a
fidley.

The funnel was assembled on a full
size platform on the plate shop floor.

Each piece was cut and formed, then
clamped to the platform and pushed,
wedged, and nudged into a fit with
the pieces on each side. When trim-
ming was necessary for a good fit,
the piece had to be taken out of the
fixture and the excess aluminum
sawed away. If it had been a steel fab-
rication, it could have been trimmed
on the spot with a cutting torch.

Another unique material problem
arose from the fact that the funnel will
be welded to the sun deck. The after
part (back end . .. lubber!) will go on
a steel deck and the forward part on an
aluminum deck. Steel and aluminum
cannot be welded to each other, so a
transition piece, called a Detacouple
Bar was built into the bottom of the
after part (see above) of the funnel.
The Detacouple Bar is made by Du-
Pont and consists of a strip of alu-
minum and a strip of steel bonded to-
gether by an explosion. The pressure
generated by the explosion fuses the
two metals into a single bar. Then
the aluminum side is welded to the
funnel bottom and the steel side of
the bar will be welded to the deck of
the ferry.

There was considerable interest

N 4 x | -
New funnel comes through Plate Shop door
with CHARLES WICKERTSHEIMER at con-
trols of Ohio railway crane.

among the “office superintendents” as

the funnel approached its full size. Its

65" length and 16" width were impres-

sive, but the big question was whether

it was too high to get through the

plate shop door. The plate shop gang

weren’t concerned because they knew

that the funnel would top out at 21’ |
9” and the door was 22’ high.

This new aluminum funnel for the
“MALASPINA” is a thing of beauty.
It is a smooth, clean, attractive piece
of workmanship and one that its
builders can be justly proud of.
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MALASPINA nearing completion

The State of Alaska’s luxury ferry
liner, M.V. MALASPINA is well
along toward completion of her
lengthening and modernization. After
cutting her in two and adding a brand
new 56 foot midbody, she returned
from the Swan Island drydock to our
ship repair and conversion dock on
February 19, assisted by the old,
stern-wheeler PORTLAND. Eighty-
six (86) new, modular staterooms for
passengers went aboard between
March 2 and April 8.

The riggers, under the direction of
Cal Grove, Rigger Superintendent
and the machinists under Machinist
Superintendent, Don Bricker, lower-
ed into place in the engine room a
new Waukesha, 720 hp ship’s service
diesel engine generator on March 4.

H‘t:—'i"‘“-—-..-._

Holes had to be cut through each
deck level through which two 60-foot
steel cable straps were lowered and at-
tached to the big engine which sat on

Steady as you go! Waukesha diesel low-
ered away. Left to right in photo, WALT
MALEN; CAL GROVE; CECIL SEARLE;
ALEX GRAFF.

Left to right, CAL GROVE; MERLIN
NEEDLES; DON BRICKER looking down
through the hole in car deck as engine is
lowered.

the car deck of the ferry. Two whirley
cranes were used to lower the engine
with Cal Grove directing operations
through telephone communications
with both crane operators. The photos
shown here partially illustrate the
complexity of the job which went off
like clockwork.

The new Bridge Deck Solarium was
hoisted aboard on March 23, (see
photo) followed shortly thereafter by
the new Recliner Lounge and new
aluminum funnel. Miles of electric
wiring and piping of many sizes have
been installed by Dick Manning and
his electricians and by Marvin Ander-
son and his pipefitters. Marine Sheet
Metal men, under Superintendent,
Lee Ross, have installed stainless
steel work in commissary spaces and
new ductwork for new ventilation sys-
tems as well as new heating and air
conditioning systems in passenger,
crew and public spaces.

Bridge Deck Solarium being hoisted aboard.

Tons of steel and aluminum fabri-
cation and erection for hull and out-
fitting has been accomplished by the
boilermakers under Art Halvorson,
Boilermaker Superintendent. The
Whirley crane operators, under Op-
erator Superintendent, Dennis Hall
have skillfully handled many heavy
and tight fitting lifts in close coopera-
tion with their respective riggers.
Howard Schulenberg and his crew of
shipwrights are swarming all over the
MALASPINA, putting the finishing
touches to the interiors and appoint-
ments in the new modular staterooms,
new cafeteria and dining room, new
forward observation lounge and the
new cocktail lounge. The painters
and scalers of Craft Superintendent,
Ed Friendenberg put the final coats
of bottom paint on the hull of the
MALASPINA during the final dry-
docking on April 30-May 2. Painting
on a job like this requires specializa-
tion in areas like wood graining. Rod-
ney “Pee Wee” Bunker, painter at
Portland Marine for 21 years, is
shown in the photo here as he does a
masterful job of wood graining on the
first of some 30 heating convectors.
The physical lifting, pushing, shoving,
housekeeping and pure manual labor
required on a contract of this magni-

{Continued on Paage 13)

PORTLAND MARINE

(Continued from Page 12)
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RODNEY BUNKER, woodgraining expert.

tude is beyond description. Portlant
Marine’s laborers under Warre:
Young, Laborer Superintendent, do :
remarkable job.

The day by day progress made by
{ Bob Kunkel, Ship Superintendent o
the swing shift, and his capable fore
men and workmen in each craft ha
done much to bring the MALAS
PINA along the road to completion.

Overall planning and direction o
the work under this contract is unde
the guidance of Bill Wild, Portlanc
Marine’s Assistant Manager and Proj
ect Superintendent, and Ralph West
Ship Superintendent.

MALASPINA Open House

Carl Mathisen, State of Alask
Representative at Portland Marin
Division on the MALASPINA cor
tract informs the Poster that the Stat
of Alaska intends to sponsor a
“Open House” aboard the luxury fe
ry liner, M.V. MALASPINA befor
she leaves her berth at Portland Mz
rine Division.

The “Open House” will be a public
walk-through affair, tentatively sched
uled for Sunday, May 28. Our com

| pany employees as well as the genera

public will thus have an opportunit;
!to view, first hand, what the Stat
|of Alaska has to offer to the publi
in luxurious ferry line transportatios

from Seattle, Washington up througl
:the inland passage to Skagway, Alas
ka with stopovers at in-between port:
on a year round schedule,

[ Company personnel, their familie
and friends will be justifiably prou
of the quality workmanship e
|nut by the personnel of the Portlan
Marine Division in the lengthenin

and modernization of this fine Al:
| kan ferry liner.
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Stretch-Out Progresses

"Malaspina” Takes on a New Midsection

Swan Island Drydock, Portland,
was the scene of one of the most
spectacular cutting jobs in history
as workmen of Willamette Iron &
Steel Co. separated the bow and
stern sections of the Alaska State
Ferry ‘“Malaspina” on January 21.
The stern was floated away and a
56-foot midsection built by nearby
Gunderson, Inc., was floated up to
the bow section and work begun on
welding the two together. The stern
will join the other two sections later
to complete the jumboizing of the
Malaspina,

The project is part of a $6.3 mil-
lion elongation process undertaken
by WISCO for the Alaska Marine
Highway. The added midsection

Malaspina

Open House
Saturday

| JUNEAU — The state ferry
Malaspina will head north
Tuesday to resume service |
in Southeast Alaska after be-
ing lengthened and r<furbish-
ed in Portland, Ore,

The ferry, which operates
between Haines-Skagway and
Seattle, will leave Seattle at
6 p.m, Tuesday and make
open-house stops at her ports
of call on the first run back
in Southeast, |
She is to be in Ketchikan
from 11 a,m, to 2 p.m, on
Thursday, Wrangell from 8
to 11 p,m, Thursday, Juneau
from 9:30 am, to 2 p.m.
Friday, Haines from 8 to 10
p.m, Friday, Skagway from
11 p,m, to midnight Friday,
and Petersburg from 3 to 6 |
p.m, Saturday.

The Malaspina will arrive
northbound at an inconvenient
hour for an open house, sO
she is scheduled in Peters-
burg on the next southbound
trip,

The public is invited to
come aboard and inspect the |
Malaspina’s new look,

The vessel, which went into
drydock in early January,
has 56 feet added to the
midsection, a new solarium,
and an increase in state-
room capacity from 100 to
284 first-class berths, In ad-
dition, the restaurant, lounge, |
cafeteria and other public
areas have been remodeled,

when completed, will contain 86 pletion, the Malaspina will return
additional passenger staterooms, to the Seattle-Juneau run.

lounge, dining room and car stor- The job includes cleaning ané
age. After a scheduled June com- painting and machinery overhaul,

The drydocked bow section already is in the process of being welded to
the new 57-foot midsection (upper photo) while the stern section of the
Alaska State Ferry “Malaspina” (still afloat) waits nearby to be rejoined
to complete the elongated vessel. —Lawrence Barber Photos
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Above is the state ferry Tustumena, which began service fo the  Sunday at 9:30 p.m. Passengers must have reservations
Anchorage area Friday. The ferry departs Anchorage for tickets are available at the Alaska Railroad Depot
Homer, Seldovia and Kodiak every Friday at 6 p.om. and further schedule information call 272-7116.
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PORTLAND — Half a ship is better than no ship at all. This is the Alaska

Ferry, Malaspina, at the Willamette Iron and Steel yard after she was cut in half 3 < : ' !
awaiting to be stretched by a new midbody section, which will greatly increase ' ::;Urﬁ:f;iads:ll:h—e::: ::’a::p:;:i‘:ﬁ:zf I'Ies?iSa:\.;rdary rn:?rl':::lg h:(::‘e:;r:': hl‘:‘e ’l;-':‘

i - a oot section to the middle e ship. The
ship was schedulefl to arrive in Juneau last Friday but was delayed as the vessel stopped in
Ketchikan for engine repairs. Open house hosted by the Juneau Chamber of Commerce was
held on the Malaspina Saturday until noon when the ship sailed for Haines and Skagway that
afternoon. (Empire photo by Max Haggard)

her passenger and auto capacity. The Malaspina is now completed and went back
into service early June for the Alaska ferry system. Wisco performed the major
rebuild of the Malaspina on a $6 million contract. Photo by Larry Barber, Port-
land correspondent.
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? GLASSES OF ICE SIT

ON BAR and a pretty

waitress awaits an or-

a % der in the entirely new
g i and enlarged on-board

— ._\:'_i_"_.-,_ 3 bar.
- h h__ﬁ."_\.ﬂ Normand Dupre photo
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Tour of the Malaspina

J_I1_1. FORS ! OUR the new heated solarium
with i acl deck chairs. The covered
d feature to the flagship of

ar Is
the ferry line.
-Normand Dupre photo




Narrows Friday morning in front of Ketchikan.

§ 24-FOOT MURAL by Washing-
§ ton state artist Walter Graham,
enlivens a wall on the lounge

deck. Two girls gaze at the
scene of a migrating caribou

E herd.
—Normand Dupre photo

PANELING AND CAR-
ition to widened corridors,
a hotel-like atmosphere to the
cabin areas. Carpets and paneling are

<

o TP i) £ w ¥

A <l 5 b = A e & found throughout the Malaspina and
A ROUSING WELCOME greeted the lengthened City fireboat is at right. The vessel was open every one of her B6 staterooms have
Malaspina as she steamed through Tongass for tours during its nine-hour stay. been refurbished.

—Ron Loesch photo Normand Dupre photo
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Ma‘\]‘asi)ma Sails
North Tomorrow

With A New Look

JUNEAU (AP) — The state
ferry Malaspina will sail north
Tuesday to resume service in
southeast Alaska after being
lengthened and refurbished in
Portland.

The ferry, which operates
between Haines-Skagway and
Seattle, departs Seattle Tues-
day evening and will make
open-house stops at her ports
of call on the first run back in
southeast.

The vessel went into dry
dock early in January. Some
56 feet were added to the
ferry's midsection,

SCALE MODEL KAYAK, snow shoes and authentic Nafive
artwork decorate main lounge in glass cases.

NO MORE HARD TILE FLOORS in the main the rear of the lounge thereis a veri@ble gallery
lounge. Carpets, upholstered chairs and sofas of Alaskan art works and museum pieces.
make the lounge a floating living room. And in 1 —»Normand Dulpre photo
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MOLDED SEALS, wall carvings
and entirely new furnishings dec-
orate the Malaspina’s dining
room.

—Normand Dupre photo: J
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Klondike Festival

Port Commission votes

$5,000 to celebration

Port of Seattle commis-
sioners agreed yesterday to
give $5.000 to the Klondike
Festival,

Richard A. Berg, executive
assistant for Alaska affairs,
recommended the outlay by
saying, "The scope of the
festival includes
Alaska, British Columbia,
Yukon Territorv and Wash-
ington. The benefits to bhe
derived will be essentially
~ereater utilization of port fa

activities

cilities, particularly the air-
port and the Alaska Marine
Highway (ferry system).”

J. Eldon Opheim, the port
general manager, told com-
missioners King County has
agreed to put up $5.000 and
the City of Seattle $10,000.

Commissioner Frank Kitch-
ell voted against the pro-
posal, saying he questioned
legality of the action, while
the four other commissioners
,1[!!}[‘n\r"g| it

Glen Carter

Maritime Editor

You meel interesting passengers and crewmen ahoard
the h-1uiuspina on the Seattle-Skagway run,

One was a 23-year-old waiter, Duane Harris. He's a
hmlml 6-footer who could pass for a Green Beret soldier,
which he was, or a college student, which he had been.

He's also a capable waiter whose manner and food-
service skill earned him up to $30 a day in tips on the Mal-
as‘pma'{x shakedown voyage from Seattle to Skagway. The
Malaspina returned early this morning and was being
toured until 7 p, m, today by the public at Pier 48

Thgre were other nice-guy types aboard, of course. But
they dtg]n't bring the Malaspina back from Skagway. They
are taking their seven days off while the alternate “A’ crew

Is working. Most crewmen and officers live in Juneau or
Ketchikan.

HARRIS IS ONE CREWMAN who told me, “This ship
has been good to me.” He said he expects to gross more
than $720 a month, not counting tips, as a steward.

Money is important to him He's on a limited time
schedule — Wants fo enroll in a.photography school in Santa
Bar‘hara in the fall of 1973. He earns additional wages from
lithography work in Juneau during his time off.

His wife, Elizabeth, also 23, wants to be a registered
nurse. She, too, hopes to attend school. Meanwhile, she’s
'-'-'m'k.mg as a surgical aide in a Juneau hospital.

IIhe couple met in Okinawa when she was an Armyv
medic and he an infantrvman. Thev were married in Oki
nawa and then became separated for six months because
of duty assignments

Harris got out of the service in January after a four-

Interesting passengers,
crewmen aboard Malasping |

Maritime

|
year hitch. He had enlisted after 18 months in a Texas unid
versity because, as he explained, “l was spinning my

wheels, dissatisfied, not getting anywhere, !

“BUT NOW I KNOW what [ want, and so does my \\'1fn'_u|
Between the two of us, we're making out fine. And we'll
have the G. 1. Bill coming for school, 1t will cost me abouf
$200 to join the stewards' union, which I'll be glad to dol
This ship is being good to me.”

You listen to this 23-year-old waiter, college dropout and
ex-infantryman, and you get the idea he is on a steady
course—knows where he’s going and why. -

2

A FAIRLY FINE DAY for ferryboat
Watehing. This is the day Alaska State
Ferries will show off its revamped boat
Malaspina to-the public, Open house is

noon to 7 p.m. today at the Alaska Ter-
minal, Pier 48. Midweek is a miserable
time for an open house, and the ferry sys-
tem gave us less than a day’s notice. But
the Malaspina came out of a Portland
yard late, and Alaska State Ferries is hus-
tling to get her out on schedule Friday
after a quick shakedown run up north.
Everybody tells us that, with her new 56-
foot midbody and improved facilities, the
Malaspina is a thing of beauty, well worth
the visit if you can swing it in those in-
convenient hours.
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The state ferry Malaspina, recentlystret-
ched and refurbished in a $6,7 million pro-
ject, is shown as she steamed at 15 knots
toward Wrangell Sunday, The ship was ex-

ALASKA FERRY MALASPINA BEGINS NEW ROLE

- T Uty W,
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SEATTLE — Sparkling in the afternoon sun the super ferry, Malaspina, begins
a busy summer. A more than $6-million modernization and lengthening project
completed in Portland added 56 feet to the Malaspina's 352 feet. She now will be
capable of carrying 750 passengers and 134 passenger vehicles. A newly installed
solarium will give a better view of scenery on the Marine Highway System trip
from Seattle through Ketchikan, Petersburg, Wrangell, Sitka, Juneau, Haines and
on to Skagway. The Malaspina, which made her maiden voyage in 1963, is now
one of seven vessels serving more than 2,000 miles of Alaska coastline and as far
south as Seattle. Photo by Jim Davis, marine photographer.

tended to 408 feet in length by addition of
a center section, She will be onSeattle run
stopping in Wrangell each Sunday (north-
bound) and Wednesday, (Sentinel Photo)

The Alaska ferry Tustumena ar-

rived
her fi

TUSTUMENA ARRIVES, PASSENGERS WAIT

vehicles, Walter Davis, 8, and Edna
R_ambo. bogh of Kodiak, sit along-
side the ship waiting for a taxi to

in Anchorage yesterday on
rst voyage of the year and

Mechanical Woes
Cancel Trip
0f Tustumena

Mechanical trouble on the
ferry Tustumena has forced
cancellation of Friday's
mini-trip from Anchorage to
Kodiak, Glenn Clark,
administrative officer of the
Southwest Marine Highway
System, announced today.

The Tustumena is expected
toberepaired and ready tosail
from Seward at noon today,
but it is 16 hours late on its
schedule and in order to make
up the time must cancel the
one trip.

Clark said the ferry was
booked solid for the Friday

trip, but there was no alter- |

native but to cancel it.

The Tustumena will come
into Anchorage on Sunday and
resume its regular scheduleat
thattime, Clark said.

brought 26 passengers and eight

Ferry Makes
Record Run

Gov. William Egan says the
newly refurbished state ferry
Malaspina made a record run
from Seattle last week, carry-
ing 504 passengers and earning
over $71,000 for the trip.

The vessel, just out of Port-
land shipyard where it was
lengthened and remodeled,
made the capacity record on its
June 23 sailing.

The Malaspina had 56 feet
added to its midsection, a new
solarium, and an increase in
stateroom capacity from 100 to
284 first-class berths. The res-
taurant, lounge and cafeteria
also were remodeled.

|

take them into town.

Smooth sailing for the 'Wickersham’

It looked like clear sailing ahead for the Wickersham on
what will be a limited voyage for the state super-ferry.

With a contract signed for a replacement vessel, a bill was
expected to be signed into law this month by President
Nixon to permit unrestricted use of the foreign-built Wick-
ersham between U.S. ports for the 27 months until its
replacement takes to the seas.

There was other news on the marine highway front, with

release of a consultant firm’s report of recommendations for
future increases in the ferry system. They include:

e Investment in new vessels and modifications to the
existing fleet — $300 million from 1974 to 1995.

e Addition of 11 new vessels to the 1974-75 fleet, eight
to be of the ocean-going class.

e Introduction of Southeastern-Southcentral service by
1980, connecting Juneau with Valdez and uniting the two
presently existing systems.

Long-range plans — if financing should become available
— would extend the Southcentral system to circle the Alaska
Peninsula and extend on up the coast to an eventual terminal
at St. Michael, near the mouth of the Yukon River.
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. The Alaska ferry Malaspina is due in Seattle tomorrow,
i feet longer, from a Portland shipyard where she was
stretched by a midsection transplant.

She’ll be bound for Alaska, arriving about noon to take
in — of all things — many tons of a substance delivered to
ier in cement trucks. But the haulers won't dump cement
nto the bilges for ballast. It will be a non-toxic material
talled Baroid, or drillers mud.

No open house for the public upon her arrival. That event
¢ill occur on her return to Seattle from Alaska about June
4 — if all goes as planned.

The stretched-out Malaspina’s length now is 408 feet,
faking her the longest in the seven-vessel Alaska Marine
lighway System. She’s longer, even, than the sleek-looking
¥ickersham’s 363 feet.

The $6.3 million modification also gives the Malaspina
nore carrying capacity. Added were 56 four-person rooms
nd 30 two-person rooms to make accommodations for 750
KLSSENZers.

The 10-vear-old Malaspina will be the fleet’s longest ship
ntil 1974. Then the biggest of all, a 418-foot vessel, will join
he fleet from the Seattle Lockheed yard where it’s being
uilt under a $19.5 miilion contract. Meanwhile, a 235-footer,
nder construction at Sturgeon Bay, Wis., is expected to
nter service in the winter of 1973-74.

i, el
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" for revamped ferry

THE 56- FOOT MIDSECTION added to the state ferry Mal-
aspina allows room for a new, large cafeteria, a portion of
which is shown here. The cafeteria replaces the old snack
bar setup on the ferries. Attractive art work, such as the
painting of an Eskimo hunter, decorates the walls. A nurnber
of the booths in the cafeteria are near windows, allowing din-
‘ers a view of the passing scene. A wider selection of food is
available from the cafeteria, compared with the old snack bar

| setup. In addition, the Malaspina’s dining room has been re-
modeled and enlarged.
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Rest and R

the Alaska

Where do tired maritime writers go [or resuscitation |
hesides the nearest bar? | know one who rowed a boat
Around Pugel Sound Tor a week or so, sleeping on beaches
and all that. Another one heads for snow-capped peaks for
skiing

This one usually sets sail north for Old Port Hadlock to
wark on a Bristal Bav hull which needed a keel, five more |
feet of mast, 900 pounds of iron ballast and other things.

S
Maritime Editor

Lower Hadlork is about six hours away by motor sailer
I the wind is right—much longer if heading into chop or
rotieh water around Point No Point. Just getting there can
be a buckache when done three straight weekends.

Foiling with sledgehammers, 40-poind jacks and a 4.000-
pound hull can be wearisome. Particularly if the boatyard I
proprietor is Cal (Iron Man) Harper calling the shots.

S0 'm riding an Alaska State lerry to Skagway and

I's the Malasnina which arrived 56 feet longer in
seattle from Portland Monday. Haven't been that far north
since last July when | rode the trainship Alaska to Whittier
and celebrated the Fourth in the Sportsmen's Cafe with a
snarling stulled head of a grizzly looking on,

hac!

BY THE TIME YOU read this we'll be on our way to |
Ketchikan, thence to Weangell, Petersburg, Juneau, Haines |
and Skagway—six days round trip,

Capt. Cecil Rice brought the Malaspina up from a Porl- l
land shipyard where she received a midbody transplant.
Capt. Kenneth Florian is taking her north.

Upon boarding a tugboat or a ship, I usually seek out the
radio officer first and the chiel cook or steward second. Bob |
Calley is the chief steward in charge of groceries this trip,
there’s no radio officer, since communication is done h_\"
tadiotelephone. So 1've learned George Vaughn is the purser
who knows about ship manifests, passenger lists and other
mdlters tired newsmen inquire about.

They tell me the Malaspina has gained a knot of speed
wilh her lenathening. The chief engineer, whom | have vet to
meel, should know about that J

My [avorite hangouts aboard a vessel are the
whevlhouse and engine room, in that order.

Aboui 60 are in the crew for this inaugural-shakedown
voyaze with perhaps 100 passengers—far below the 750 ca-
pacity. The vessel’s first official voyage begins next week. |

Ihe Malaspina has become the queen of the Alaska Fer-
v fleet, 1I'm told — now the bi :pest vessel of all and handso
mer even than the well-known Wickersham.

We shall see, if all goes according to plan,

galley,

-1

Maritime|
ecreation on |
ferry Malaspina

Maritime

A $6.7 million
transplant |

Maritime Editor

ABOARD THE MALASPINA — None of the 108 passen-
gers aboard this sleek new-looking flagship blames her be-
cause she blew a cvlinder 814 hours out of Seattle Wednes-
day and has since traveled on one engine.

" It couldn’t happen to a nicer gal. This 408-foot queen af
Alaska’s seven ferries has nevertheless maintained around
12 knots up the Inside Passage on one of her two-V-12 4,000
horsepower engines. _

We are en route to Skagway and Chilkoot Pass which
was the threshold to the famed 1897 gold rush which is
being observed by the Klondike 72 Festival.

THE MALASPINA came out of a Portland shipyard to
Seattle Monday and sailed Tuesday evening from Pier 48 on
her second inaugural voyage. This time she is 56 feet longer,
having been cul in two to receive a prefabricated midbody.
Her first inaugural was in 1963 when she was newly launched
at the Seattle Lockheed Shipbuilding and Construction Co.

| vard.

On that voyage one of her engines failed and she limped
into Juneau. " .

She’s much the better after her $6.7 million (_:‘an:‘.i;fdll‘i-‘—-
new staterooms, a solarium, dining room, cafeteria and Lil's
Room. Among the rooms aboard, Lil’s is among the most
popular late at night. 1 hasten to add it is the uock[alillogmge
complete with piano and Gay 90s decor. Just who Lil is or
was is anybody's guess, but rumor has it that she was a

| notable in bygone days in the Yukon.

We arrived in Ketchikan at 9:30 a. m. _\_'cstcrdal_v. our
first port of call northbound, where starboard engine re-
pairs are being made.

ALL OF WHICH is 15)4 hours behind schedule, if thers
had been a schedule. But this is a shakedown run as well as
an inaugural cruise. Nobody should have been surprised
when a gremlin zapped the No. 7 cylinder, Word from the
engine room says the cylinder sleeve had been installed
wrong during overhaul in Portland.

And twice now low-pressure fuel lines have failed. But
fuel-line replacement is a relatively small matter requiring
about 15 minutes of deadstop time.

Meanwhile the Malaspina sails comfortably on, though
slower than her average 18-knot service speed. The ship’s
accommodations and physical surroundings are pleasing to
the eyve and comfortable—carpeting throughout, woodgrain
paneling, eye-catching Indian art on bulkheads everywhere
—everything new and intriguing.

¢

The Malaspina, everybody agrees, surpasses the Alaska
Terry Wickersham for appeal.

Stateroom capacity in the new midbody has increased
berths by 184—now totaling 284. Each stateroom has private
bath and individual temperature control. There are 56 four-
person rooms and 30 two-person rooms. The ship accommo-
dates 750 passengers,

In the ship’s forward section is the carpeted lounge area

. tontaining reclining chairs for dozing or just viewing
through picture windows. Aft is a weather-protected solar-
ium which is warmed electrically or by sun rays.

FUNNY THING about the Malaspina’s cost—if monctary
~inflation can be called funny—she cost Alaska taxpayers 3
million to be built and $6.7 million for the midbody.

Among passengers aboard who are concerned about the
vessel in her second debut is Phil Spaulding, the Seattle
marine architect who designed her, and Bill Nickum who
with Spaulding designed the midbody transformation. (The
two [irms headed by the two men have become one—Nickim
& Spaulding.)

Spaulding appeared pleased with the vessel, with some
exceptions. The tables in the cafeteria are too high off the
deck and about 27 tons of unwanted weight were added in
the superstructure.

The excess weight will be offset by adding about 105 tons

+of ballast when the vessel returns to Seattle next Wednes-
day, Spaulding said.

AMONG SEATTLE waterfront notables abvard are two
. Port commissioners—J. Knox Woodruff and Merle Adlum
‘who is president ol the Inlandboatmen’s Union of the Pacilic.

Adlum, a towboat and ferry skipper in bygone times,
took a lifeboat ride Wednesday when a float plane delivered
repair parts for the ship’s engine,

Seven men launched the No. 1 starboard lifeboat as Ad-

lum, his wife and other passengers looked on. Somebody |

invited Adlum to get into the lifeboat, and he did. wea ring an
orange lifejacket. The plane landed downwind, and the white
liteboat was lowered away and went to it under power.

The lifeboat crew returned with the box of parts to the
applause of spectators lining the rail.

“I was hoping,” Adlum said, “that Henrv Kotkins (an-
other Port commissioner) had been on the plane. That wav,
there would be three of us aboard the Malaspina—enough for
a quorum 1o conduct Port business,"

“SUPER-POWER" is Lockheed's boast for, the
oceangoing Alaska State Ferry Lockheed is building
here. The Seattle yard tells us the ferry will carry the
biggest American-designed diesel engines built in this
country. They'll be 16-cylinder, four<cycle, turbo-
charged, aftercooled marine engines, built by DeLa-
val-Enterprise to develop 9.200 horsepower at 450 rpm.
The new boat will be out of the yard in two years to

show us what those engines will do for her. |
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Maritime Editor

Alaska 'queen’
has power plus

(Glen Carter, Times maritime editor, is aboard the
Malaspina, en route to Alaska. The ship, first launched
in Seattle in 1963, has been enlarged in a Portland ship-
vard and will ply the Seattle-Juneau run as part of the
Alaska ferry system.)

ABOARD THE MALASPINA — Prowl a ship long
enough, and sooner or later something awesome confronts
vou — the engineroom’s screaming horsepower for instance,
so loud that communication can be accomplished only
aboard this queen of the Alaska Ferry System.

Kenneth Beselin, the 42-year-old chief engineer, took me
on a tour of his domain — deep in the vessel’s innards where
three generator diesels cranked out 2,550 horsepower to pro-
duce electrical power Yor a capacity of about 800 persons
aboard this queen of th eAlaska Ferry System.

THEN BESELIN LED THE WAY aft to the main propul-
sion engines, the two V-12s producing 8,000 horsepower to

turn two 10-inch diameter shafts. At the end of the shaits are |

two four-bladed stainless-steel propellers 101, feet in diame-
ter. When the propellers turn about 200 R. P. M.s, they drive
this ship more than 18 knots.

About 202 gallons of engine fuel oil are burned each

| hour.

This ship on the Seattle-Juneau run will average 8,600
miles a month in the summer or the equivalent of twice
around the world a year. That will have been a lot of fuel
consumed, part of which generates electric power for 5,000
light bulbs, air-conditioning for crew quarters, food freezers
and even ice cubes for Lil’s Room, the cocktail lounge,

The ship has Tull facilities for 750 passengers and a crew
of 60 to 68, half a dozen of which are women food-and-bever-
age handlers. All this includes plumbing, baths, and
hundreds of electro-mechanical units that would accommo-
date a comfortable community.

THE MAN IN CHARGE of all this — including fire-pro-
tection equipment, sewage-holding tanks, rubbish incinera-
tors, and lifeboat engines — is Beselin who last night wore
his dress uniform with four gold sleeve stripes after working
two days in the engineroom in grease'smudged coveralls —
ever since the starboard engine blew a cylinder 8}5 hours
out of Seattle.

Beselin is in charge of three engineering assistants, a
junior engineer, oilers and wipers. But he was below with his
men when they pulled the piston, connecting rod and the

Ehe Seattle Cimes

TELEPHONE MAin 2-2300

FAIRYIEW AVEWUE NOATH and JONN STREET
POST OFFICE BOX T8
SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 8111

June 16, 1972

Red, Milt, Peg or Whoever:

There are 5 or 6 columns
the Malaspina==three coples of

here about
each.

_ You might spot some innacuracies, gdgued
in part by long=distance telephoning and

by after~affects of Lil's Room.

Anyway, it wes a fun trip=--educational,
interesting and probably informational to

Times readers.

Peggy tells me the Malaspina is booked
solld for staterooms for the remaining season.

I'm not surprised.

She's a great ship in

a great system for too many reasons to list

in this limited spaces

Thanks for a memorable ride.

--Best

Glen Carter

Maritime

damaged cylinder sleeve.

The area had been grease-smeared and soot spattered
from the ailing piston’s blast. Nobody was hurt.

Beselin has been working with engines since his teen-age
days in Everett. At 19 he earned his third-assistant license.
At 42 he has seen a lot of enginerooms, including those of
Alaska Steamship Co., American Mail Line and the predece-
sor of the Military Sealift Command.

“No, I never went to engineering school,” Beselin said.
“I took some junior-college courses and some short courses
at the Merchant Marine Academy, but I've had no special
schooling.”

AFTER THE ENGINEROOM TOUR, we went to Bese-
lin’s new quarters contained in the 56-foot midbody that was
installed in the Malaspina in a Portland shipyard prior to
this shakedown-inaugural trip to Ketchikan, Wrangell, Pe-
tersburg, Juneau, Haines and Sk~gway.

The chief engineer's room is brown-carpeted but spar-
tan-looking with only a bunk, steel desk, two filing cabinets
and a straight-backed leather settee. The only splash of color
in the room was a wilted bouguet of roses in a vase pre-
sented as a good-luck token at the voyage's beginning.

“The flowers look tired,” Beselin said, grinning, “‘as I've
been the last couple of days. There were a lot of mechanical
bugs to take care of — which I expected since the ship was
idle for five months in the shipyard.”

BESELIN LIVES IN ALASKA as do all of the crew
members — most of them in Ketchikan, but he in Juneau.
They work stk days on—equivalent of a round trip voyage—
and stk days off when the other full crew takes over.

During his time off at home. Beselin sort of takes his
work ashore with him — that is he works with fishing boats
—acquires an old boat and completely rebuilds it to his
satisfaction.

His present avocation is a 50-foot wooden troller which
he repowered, remodeled and modernized, using carpeting
throughout, woodgrain paneling, stainless steel and formica.

Often he takes his wife, Helen, and three children aboard
for several days of meandering. All of which is not a bus-
man's holiday but a chief engineer's respite from the Alaska
ship Malaspina.

Ede.

ALASKA STATE FERRIES cut a melon of i
AL ! FE > tl
. own last week. Alaska Governor Bill Egan reports tllf.';lt
the Ie.rry Malaspina made a record run out of Seatile
last week. In all, on her roundtrip to Skagway-Haines
lsl_:sle Uggalaspma hauled 504 passengers and collected
! It was the Malaspina’s first commercial voy
since she was modernized at a Portland yard av!;)é alegx(E
pan({\eddwuh a H6-foot sleeve in her midsection.
And a reminder of how much this weekly Seattl
run adds to Alaska Ferry coffers. We thinkyof ‘::olg

rushes in Alaska and the Yukon, But Al 'k

welcome vein qf gold when it experimente?isgafesttvn\lfégrz
ago with running some of its boats south into i’uget
Sound. This Seattle run funnels a lot of tourists north to
the 49th State. And men who know tell us the Seattle

trip is the only monmeymaker e
schedule, ymaker on the Alaska Ferry
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A “+{ Malaspina good
3% to her crew

Maritimo Editor ‘ d
ABOARD THE MALASPINA —I've heard crewmen and
officers on this vessel say, “This ship has l_Jeen good t? me.
Since the Alaska ferry was launched in 1363, she’s pro-
vided wages for men and their families in Juneau and Ket-
chikan, All personnel are Alaska citizens. !
Most of the two 60-member crewa are family men, work-

,P;,J

ing seven days on and seven off, They're assured of being .

me on schedule. } , ?

i And many have advanced since the ship came into being
nine years ago. Robert Caffee was a waiter and now is a
chief stewart).Walter Jackinsky, a chief mate, was a sea-
man. Doug Sage was a chief stewart’who had worked for
deep-sea lines and now is port stewartfor the entire f\laskaw
ferry fleet. Greg O’Claray who as a boy worked on flsilbogts
became a chief purser at the age of 21, Now, at 29, h,e s vice
president of the Alaska region of the Inland boatmen’s Union
which represents as bargaining agent all unlicensed crew-
men in the 500-man Alaska fleet,

For that matter, the Alaska ferry system has come a
long way since 1949 when it consisted of a single Navy-sur-
plus landing craft operated privately between Juneau and
Haines-Skagway. The vessel carried about 3‘B passengers and
nine vehicles. The state acquired the ferry in 1951 and began,
the Alaska Marine Highway System, as it calls its ferry sys-
tem.

0dds investment when they saw one, went along with a §37-
million expansion and improvement program. ] _

This 408-foot Malaspina, on its first voyage since Teceiy-
ing a 56-foot midbody, is part of the program. The m!dboay
pr?)\rides more passenger space and facilities at an invest-
ment cost of about $43 million.

But the biggest production is yet to come. The ]a_r_gest
contract ever awarded by the State of Alaska ($19 :_'mlhc-r_a)
went to Lockheed Shipbuilding Corp. of Seattle which }ml[
deliver a 418-foot vessel in 1974, to be the largest of eight
hnulsn. addition to that vessel, a 235-foot vesgel is un(:Ier
construction at Sturgeon Bay, Wis., for delivery in the winter
of 197374, The Wisconsin yard might build a sister to the

235-footer, and talk points to jumboing two others, as has -

been the Malaspina.

So Alaska's ferry system has grown quickly from the
lone Navy-surplus vessel. And the mate aboard her in the
late 1940s, Curtis Bach, is now the chief mate aboard t.hq
sleek, fast Wickersham. ;

F =112

Business since has gone up in this land of decp and:_
sheltered waterways, The state’s voters, recognizing a good-"-

Q

ODDITIES: Some of us were puzzled about why owners -
of cars driven aboard in Seattle were permitted to descend
below to their vehicles only a few times a day. Seems that
some of the vehicles were (and are) pickup trucks carrying |
campers. Their owners would go below to the car deck and
cook meals, using bottled gas and other flammable fuels,
The Coast Guard, studying the Situation, ruled that cooking

posed fire hazards, In fact, lighting a cigaret is prohibited on
the car deck. A

Ketchikan and Juneau are in the same time zone as
Seattle, but midnight daylight is conspicuous in Juneau. The
sun was glowing a faint pink at midnight in Ketchikan,
Haines and Skagway. Sunrise at 3 a. m.

Mrs. Knox Woodruff, wife of the Seattle port commis=
sioner, is visiting Skagway for the first time on this voyage.
She wanted to glimpse Chilkoot Pass, over which gold seek-
ers hiked to the Yukon in 1897-98: Among those hardy souls «
the young man who would be her father, 21-year-old Ross E. '
Chesnut, who had left the University of Washington in 1858
to seek his fortune. ek

“Dad didn’t come back rich,” Mrs. Woodruff said, “but.
he did bring back a leather poke of nuggets which remains’ ¢
a family keepsake.” : {

(That 1897-98 goldrush remains the one bright spot in
Skagway's [705 population] economy, pitched to tourism

and based on its lone, dusty business street, lined by ‘old
false-front stores.) y ok

/l'] 57 |
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AS I WAS SAYING, crewmen take pride in this Mala-

spina, queen of the Alaska ferry system, for several reasons.

One harks back to May 22, 1971. A bronze plaque of com-

mendation, hanging near the purser’s station, presented by L

Alaska Gov. William A. Eagen, explains the incident: 7 e A

“Awarded to Captain Harold Payne and the officers { N3 _ "
and crew of the M. V. Malaspina. In recognition of their ¥ i
service and efficiency while rendering vital assistance to the
burning M. V. Meteor in the Straits of Georgia on May 22,
1971.

“All 66 passengers and four crewmen were picked up
by the Malaspina and transported to safety at Vancouver,
B. C. This action was in keding with highest traditions of |
the sea, and reflected honor upon the Alaska Marine High-
way System. A ‘well done’ to all hands . . .” ,

Captain Payne and most members of that crew will be
bringing the Malaspina to Seattle Wednesday. Then the ship
will resume its regular service schedule following this
shake-down-inaugural run.

- |
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THEME SONG--MALISPINA DAY

AND IE SAID IF YOU'VE TIME !
TO REACH SEWARD AND NOME; |
JUST STOP IN AT JUNEAU;--

TAKE THE LAWMAKERS HOME.

"HEAVE HO!" SAID CAP FLORIAN,
“ITS TIME TO HEAD BACK

TO THE FRIENDLY FIRST CITY;
SO RUN, BOYS, /AND PACK.

malaspina

Welcome aboard the Flag Ship of the Alaska Marine
Highway. You are sailing on the M.V. Malaspina, first
vessel of the modern ferryliner fleet which serves
Alaskans along 2,300 miles of coastline, plus tourists
journeying to the 49th State from the ports of Prince
Rupert, British Columbia and Seattle.

THEY TOO 1IAD THE STRETCHOUT
ON PAY AND PER DIEM,

AND TELL THEI WE LOVE THEM
JUST SO WE DON'T SEE 'El.

THEY PL/N A BIG POTLATCI
WIERE THE MALY BEGAN.

WE DON'T WANT TO IISS THINGS
IN OLD KETCHIKAN.

AND TELL THEM THE OIL TAX
WAS A GREAT THING TO DO;

AND VWE'D LIKE TO GET SEVERED
FROM ALL OF THEM, TOO.

OUR MAYOR PROCLAIMED IT,--
A GREAT SPECIAL DAY
FOR THE STRETCHED OUT MALISPINA;

ShEE SUTE LOOKS OKAY.

The Malaspina is one of the most modern, safest ships in
the world. She is equipped with the very best in sea
navigation gear for your comfort and safety. You are
sailing with a captain and crew who are finely trained

REMEMBER OUR CITY professionals both in operating the ship and serving you.

MHOSE WELCOME IS WARI.
REMEMBER ALS ZKA
FOR FRIENDSHIP AND CHARI.

AND HE SAID TO THANK EASLEY
/AND RED LOCKERT, TOO;

/AND BOUCHER AND ADLUM

FOR TIHE JOBS THAT THEY DO.

The Malaspina was built at Seattle, Washington, in 1963
at the Lockheed Shipbuilding Yards. She sailed Alaskan
waters proudly and well for nine years, and has recently
undergone lengthening and renovation at the Willamette
Iron and Steel Co. Shipyard in Portland, Oregon. When
she sailed on her second inaugural voyage to Alaska on
June 6, 1972, she was indeed a new ship...she had been

| cut in two and had 56 feet added to her middle. Other
--Bill Baker | additions included the new Solarium, a stateroom

[ capacity increase from 100 to 284 first-class berths,
remodeling of the restaurant, lounge, cafeteria and all
other public areas.

SO UP WITH OUR GLASSES
AND OUT WITH OUR CHEERS;
AND COME BACK AND SEE US
FOR TEN THOUSAND YEARS!

AND HE SAID TO BE CAREFUL
AT THE NARROWS AND DOCKS,
FOR WE WANT TO MORE DRINKS
LIKE MALISPINA ON TIE ROCKS.

The Malaspina is 408 feet long and 73 feet wide; she has
| a service speed of 18 knots; and she is driven by two
12-cylinder, 4000 horsepower Enterprise Diesel engines.

| The ship has a passenger capacity of 750 persons with
56 four-berth staterooms and 30 two-berth staterooms.
Her car deck has space for 134 standard automobiles.

e REPEAT
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The original Malaspina cost approximately $4 million,
| and the expansion cost $6.7 million—for a total value of
nearly 11 million dollars. Large observation areas and a
passenger lounge with comfortable, reclining,
| airline-style chairs are available to you at any time for
sitting or sleeping.

D
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| The Officers and Crewmen of the Malaspina are proud
| of their ship. They work hard at operating her in the
| best possible manner and at making your stay on her a
most enjoyable and pleasant one. Don’t hesitate to ask
|any question you wish—your crew will be more than
| happy to tell you all about life at sea and give you
information on the various points you'll pass and ports
at which you'll dock.

 NAUTICAL SHIP JARGON
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N

| Produced for distribution by Greater Ketchikan Chamber of Commerce

ABOUT YOUR CREW 4 ! . :
Like every profession, mariners have a special

The ship was designed for your comfort and pleasure.
There are crewmen working around the clock to operate
your ship and to serve you. The Deck Officers are the
Captain, Chief Mate and Second and Third Mates. The
Engineering Officers are the Chief Engineer and his
First, Second and Third Assistants, and they are in
complete charge of all mechanical equipment aboard.
The Chief Steward is in charge of passengers and their
accommodations.

| vocabulary all their own. Here's just a portion of it for
your use on board: to the left of the ship is "port,” to
 the right is “starboard,” to the rear “aft’’ or “'stern,” to
|the front is "bow' or “forward,” the floor is the
“'deck,"” the ceilings are “‘overheads," the door may be
| either a “hatch” or a "port,” round windows are
“portholes,” the windowpane is the “portlight'’ and the
| porthole covers are called “dead lights.” Your room is a
“stateroom,” beds are ‘“berths,” the walls are

.[ “bulkheads’ and the restrooms are called “heads."




Porters are not provided by the Ferry System; however,
arrangements may be made with your room steward to
have your baggage delivered to your stateroom. A tip is
customary for this service. Stateroom “tidiness” is left
to you since daily maid service is not available except
when occupants assigned to stateroom are charged.

VEHICLE DECK

The purser will announce via the public address system
the scheduled times to visit the car deck should you
need to do so, and an escort will be provided for
passengers. Coast Guard regulations prohibit passengers
on the car deck while the ship is underway.

SAFETY INFORMATION

To insure your safety in the unlikely event of trouble,
the Malaspina carries a full complement of lifesaving
equipment. In the event of a crisis, the general alarm
would be sounded, and passengers would be informed of |
the situation and given directions via the public address '
system, Fire and lifeboat drills are conducted by the
ship's crew weekly to maintain proficiency and to meet
U.S. Coast Guard requirements. The American-built |
Malaspina carries United States registry. |

RESERVATIONS |
Reservations may be obtained through any office of the |
Marine Highway System, or through your local travel
agent.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT

Division of Marine Transportation
Pouch R, Juneau, Alaska 99801 :

These lounges and the newly added heated and partially
enclosed Solarium give you excellent vantage points
from where you may enjoy Alaska's scenic splendor
throughout the voyage.

The Malaspina’s elegant dining room seats 150 and
offers delicious foods with the choice of cuisine as wide
and varied for each meal as you would find in any fine
hotel.

The Lil's Room cocktail lounge and bar are open
throughout the day and late, late evening; and our
mixologist is one of the finest. And for anyone who
wants to try it, there is a piano in the bar.

All of the paintings aboard the ship are originals and
depict typical wildlife scenes in Alaska.

The display cases in the forward lounge contain artifacts
on loan from the Alaska State Museum.

The wood panels located throughout the ship are
authentic Tlingit Indian designs.

The ship was designed by Nickum and Spaulding

Associates of Seattle and the interior design and joiner
work is by Burhans Design Associates of Seattle.

@
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The Malaspina BEFORE

PARENTS AND PET OWNERS

Children are welcome aboard the Malaspina. For their
safety’s sake, please keep them from running about the
decks and know their whereabouts at all times. Both
you and your children should be watchful of the
possibility of the doors slamming from sea motion. Pets
are allowed only on the vehicle deck, either in your car
or controlled on a leash.

BAGGAGE

There is no limit to the amount of baggage that may be
transported in cars and trailers on the vessels. Foot
passengers may bring hand luggage only. You may stow
your baggage on the cart stationed in front of the
terminal, to be taken to the vehicle deck shortly before
sailing. Coin-operated storage lockers are available
aboard ship.

NOTE: THE RELATIVE SCALE OF THESE TWO DRAWINGS IS DIFFERENT DUE TO SEPARATE PHOTO-REDUCTION.
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Richard A. Berg

FROM ALASKA *
“The arrival in Se-

attle and subse- P/
quent departure for 113
Alaska of the new- -

ly-jumboized and

completely-refur R

bished state ferry e orter
‘Malaspina’

caused a great stir

on the Seattle

waterfront in early June. Commission JULY 1 r 1972

President J. Knox Woodruff and {"um-|

missioner Merle Adlum were among

those aboard for the first inaugural Alas- |

ka voyage. This story is detailed by ‘Re- l
\ porter' Associate Editor Sue MacDonald, |
who covered the first voyage, -
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North to Alaska via the Inside Passage,
South to Seattle . . . Reluctantly

(Text and photos by Susan MacDonald)

Fifteen miles from downtown Juneou, the
Mendenhall Glacier stands in immense splen-
dor. During the last 250 years, it has re-
ceded fwo and a half miles fo its present
location. The ice slides down the valley at
a variable rate, somefimes several feet per
day, melting when it reaches the warmer
lowlands.

With pick and defermination, Rocky the
prospector perpefuates the legend of the
Alaskan gold rush.

The Cover

Fitty-six feet longer and completely refur-
bished, the Alaska ferry "Malaspina” majes-
tically glides past the Seattle waterfront on
her inaugural voyage through the Inside
Passage fo Skagway, Alaska. (Photo, courtesy
Alaska Marine Highway System)

How can seven days in another
world be whittled down into a few
pages of print. And what words can
[ use?

The travel brochures struggle to
describe Alaska—with phrases like
“scenic grandeur,” ‘“unparalleled
beauty,” and “breathtaking snow-
capped mountains.” I tried to write
the story before I got there, using
pamphlet propaganda.

But, it is sad, the public relations
people said nothing about the dear
woman in Ketchikan who will fix a
tuna fish sandwich for you while you
browse about her shop. Or the
three jolly widow ladies who cor-
rupted everyone on the ship. Or
Whiskey Jack in Wrangell.

And no one mentioned how the
shadows skitter down the mountains
along Lynn Canal and rest in the
pockets and creases of those splen-
did jagged peaks. And what hap-
pens inside when you see it.

As vast as this land is in size, so
is the measure of personal experi-
ences, impressions and emotion.

The First Ones

We sailed from Seattle in the
early evening of June 6. Ours was
the inaugural voyage north of the
newly-enlarged Alaska ferry “Mala-
spina.” Aboard were officials from
the State of Alaska—George Easley,
commissioner, Dept. of Public
Works; Capt. H. J. “Red” Lockert,
director of the Alaska Marine High-
way System; Port of Seattle Com-
missioners Knox Woodruff and
Merle Adlum; ‘“Malaspina” archi-
tects Philip Spaulding and George
Nickum; Bill Wild, assistant mana-
ger, marine division, Williamette
Iron and Steel Co., who supervised
the ship’s renovation in Portland.

Mad At Ferry System

Dear Editor:

The Alaska Marine Highway
has made an unfortunate error,
which has occurred (according
to them) for the first time in
Six years.

Four cars with reservations
were left off the “Matanuska™
ferry for the trip to Haines from
Juneauson 20 -July. My wife,
mother and father in-laws who
~had planned this trip for eight

months and cgme from Virginia
' were among them. *

The State ferry had twelve
cars with standby tickets on it
while at Juneau. These cars
were not removed from the fer-

 ry. except for two, ostensibly
because the ferry could not lo-
cate the drivers of the other ten
cars.

[ personally know of one car
which was a standby on the dock
which was all of a sudden taken
on the ferry instead of one of
one of the four cars with con-
firmed tickets. 1 cannot under-
stand why the Alaska Marine
Highway, which is performing

| a public service and educating
newcomers to Alaska, would
ruin the trips of people who
have made reservations up to
several months in advance.

_ The whole situation reeks of
Incompetence to me and for the
State of Alaska to allow such
panciuct by its Marine Highway
is despicable and irresponsible.
Alaska is completely out of
place in allowing standby fares
to take precedence over con-
firmed reservations (months
ahead). If the Marine Highway
is trying to discourage good peo-
ple from coming to Alaska it
islcertainly doing a very good
job.

I appeal through this news-
paper to the Commissioner of
Marine Highways to correct this
situation. Reservations should
not be issued if the state is not
going to honor them.

Sincerely,
Herbert C. Pell 111
Rte 4 Box 4002, Juneau

New Ferry Engines

Largest Built In U.S.

SEATTLE (AP) — Lockheed
Shipbuilding and Construction
Co. spokesmen describe the die-
sel engines of a new Alaska
state ferry as the largest ever
built in the United States.

Officials said Tuesday the
ocean-going vessel, designed to
be the flagship of the state ma-
rine transportation fleet, would
be powered by a 9,200-horse-
power engine capable of turn-

| ing twin pitch propellors.

Lockheed spokesmen said the

'418-l'oot vessel was scheduled

for completion in early 1974.
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A quiet moment confemplating Alaska's

scenery and sunshine.

There were others who had
helped remodel and outfit the ship
and spent the journey north looking
closely at things and making up dis-
crepancy lists. Those who felt the
labor pains at her birth, those who
nursed her during her nine-years of
service and the many people who
suffered through her recent stomach
transplant and thereby earned the
right to share in the pride when she
slinked home to show off her new-
ness.

The original “Malaspina” was

built in Seattle by Lockheed Ship-
building in 1963, one of seven
ferryliners now serving residents of
Alaska and tourists from British

Columbia and Seattle.

She went under the scalpels of
Willamette Iron and Steel Co. in
Portland, Oregon, the first of this
year. They completely gutted the
lady, cut her in half, added a 56-
foot mid-body section, stitched her
back together and remodeled her
throughout.

She is now the largest of the ferry

The queen of the fleet briefly relinquishes
her spot at the Ketchikan dock fo the Alaska
ferry "Wickersham,' permitting an aeriol
shot of her under way without missing out!

Port Commission President J. Knox Wood-
ruff presents a color phofo of Seattle har-
bor to Capt. Kenneth Florian, skipper of the
“Malaspina.” Others shown are Capt. H. J.
"Red" Lockert, director, Marine Transporta-
tion Division, Alaska Department of Public
Works; Capt. Merle D. Adlum, Port of Se-
attle Commissioner, aond Commissioner
George Easley, Department of Public Works,
State of Alaska. Southbound in Ketchikan,
Capt. Florian was relieved by Copt. Horold
Payne, who brought the ship info Seattle.
The 60-man crew also alternafes the duty,
with each crew member scheduled one week
on ond one week off.

system’s vessels, 408 feet long and
73 feet wide. Passenger capacity
has increased from 500 to 750 with
56 four-berth staterooms and 30
two-berth staterooms. The rooms
can accommodate 284 sleepers now
instead of 100.

A large observation lounge in the
forward section of the ship and a
passenger lounge aft with airline-
type reclining chairs are available to
passengers who wish to make the
trip with less capital outlay.

(Continued on Next Page)

Page 3

Captain Lockart, director of

the state ferry system advises |

there will be no ferries passing
through the fishing areas on Fri-
day or Saturday. The Wicker- |
sham will travel through the
area on Sunday. Word from the
ferry system is that the Wicker-
sham will operate at reduced
speed within the Derby fishing
areas on its Sunday run.
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“Malaspina” (cont’d)

It is emphasized by the crew
members that this ship is a ferry
boat, not a luxury liner. She is part
of the Alaska highway system, a
large portion of which happens to
be constructed of water rather than
asphalt.

If one were expecting a fancy
cruise ship, the ‘‘Malaspina” might
be a disappointment. Luxury-liner
types don’t look with charity on
bodies crashed in slumber in the
observation lounge. As a ferry boat,
she is outstandingly elegant.

Bring Your Kite

Among the ship’s many new at-
tractions is a heated and partially-
enclosed solarium on the bridge
deck—a happy spot for reading,
sleeping, gazing and sunbathing. We
even had some kite flyers undulating
up there during the trip.

Meals are announced three times
a day over the public address sys-
tem for those who want the grand-
ness of the ship’s dining room. For
the travelers who sleep late and
stay up longer, a sunny cafeteria is
open from 6 a.m. until 1:00 a.m.

Lil's Room, the cocktail lounge,
is open throughout the day and into

Commissioner Easley enjoys breakfast and the
informal atmosphere of the '"Malaspina’s”
cafeferia.

the wee hours of morning. Enter-
tainment is make-shift and runs the
gamut from outstanding to needs
improvement, depending on which
passengers are operating the piano
keys and the vocal chords.

The ship is beautiful—carpeting
throughout, Tlingit Indian designs
on wood panels, paintings of Alas-

- \..l‘uu_

The ship’s dining room—an airy, fresh setting
complemented by artwork exclusively Alaskan
in flavor.

kan wildlife, display cases in the for-
ward observation lounge with arti-
facts from the Alaska State Mu-
seum.

The staterooms are fiberglass
modules which were pre-built,

moved into position on a cushion of
air, and then bolted down. The fur-
nishings are colorful and warm. The

 The enlarged car deck can accommodate
134 standard automobiles or approximately
67 27-foot trailers, or @ combination of both.
During scheduled runs, the ferries also haul
some vanned general cargo, mostly con-
sumer goods destined for Southeastern Alas-
ka cities.
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Ernie McConnell, chiet purser of "A" crew,
demonstraftes his clerical odeptness in the
new purser's office.

rooms, designed by Burhans Design
Associates of Seattle, all have show-
ers, toilets, wash basins and indi-
vidually-controlled thermostats.

The car deck can handle 134
standard automobiles, an increase of
25 slots. While Coast Guard regula-
tions prohibit passengers on the car
deck while the ship is underway,
those who have pets anchored there
are allowed visitation rites during
certain times of the day.

What Will Happen?

It seemed in harmony with the
pioneer spirit of Alaska that my
introduction to the 49th State would
be a bit of an adventure in itself.
While 1 have been aboard many
ships, 1 have always been firmly
ushered off when the engines started
churning. This was the first time
anyone ever let me stay—the first
time | have “*bon voyaged.”

All the more exciting since ours
was a “‘shakedown cruise™ and none
of us knew what to expect. What if
the ship suddenly veered off course
and headed for the Fiji Islands?

When the unknown did happen, it

“What time do we arrive in Juneau?' ask
two deserters. Stationed behind the spof-
lighted purser's counter, Chief Purser George
Vaughan and Assistant Purser Bill Sanford
efficiently attend to passenger inquiries and
make each guest feel welcome and comfort-

was not quite so romantic. Our only
mishap occurred about 2:30 the
first morning out when one of the
two 4,000 horsepower, V-12 diesel
engines lost a piston and liner. We
limped through Canada on one en-
gine (the better to see you with, my
dear), greeted a float plane bearing
parts from San Francisco, and were

Page 5

able. When complimented on his expertise
as a host and the friendliness of the entire
crew, Vaughan remarked, "After all, we
spend half of our lives here. This is our
home."

Boat Bluff, o lighthouse maintained by the
Canadian Lighthouse Service, appears on the
"Malospina's" starboard side as we swerve
through Canada's inside waters.

repaired in Ketchikan.

This slight malady delayed our
six-day voyage by one day. No one
cared much. We were all too busy
being seduced by an Alaska that
had pulled out all the stops. An
Alaska that knocks you out with its
beauty and won’t let you get back

(Continued on Next Page)
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“Malaspina” (cont’d)

up again. We got the sun, we got
the blue skies, warm Pacific breezes
an extraordinary homecoming for
the queen of the fleet.

Ketchikan

Ketchikan is the first stop on the
northbound run from Seattle to
Southeast Alaska. And Ketchikan
was not blase about the return of
the “Malaspina.” Float planes,
pleasure craft, one bald eagle and a
helicopter trailing an enormous Am-
erican flag, provided escort for the
ship.

In Ketchikan, as in other Alaskan
cities along the Inside Passage, open
houses were held on the ship so the
people whose taxes are paying for
the $6.8-million renovation, could
examine how their money is being
spent. We were fortunate to be on
this special voyage because the open
houses gave us more time to look
around. A chance to see Saxman
Totem Park, where totems collected
from neighboring islands have been
planted and preserved. To meet
Rocky, the local prospector, who
says he has two claims staked on a
hill behind town. Narrow streets;
cars shipped from Seattle; a city
that turns on its radios when fire
sirens sound to find out what’s
burning; a ecity, among many in
Alaska, which is supported by the
waters that massage its shores.

We journeyed 235 miles from
Ketchikan to the State capital of
Juneau, a community which popped
up at the feet of Mount Juneau and
Mount Roberts, swept across the
bridge to merge governments with
the city of Douglas and became the
Greater Juneau-Douglas Borough.
Open house allowed just enough
time to sprint out of town 15 miles
to the Mendenhall Glacier. Others
chose the House of Wickersham and
a retreat into Alaskan history with
the niece of Judge James Wicker-
sham, one of Alaska’s founding
fathers. The widows opted for the
Red Dog Saloon.

En route to Juneau, we stopped

in Petersburg. But at 2:00 in the
morning, sightseeing did not seem
especially appealing. Our schedule
was altered to provide for an open
house in that city and in Wrangell
on the return trip south.

As luck would have it (even bad
luck), the upside-down time table
gave us one of the most memorable
and spectacular sites of the entire

Ketchikan, Alaska's third largest city.

Crew members lower the life boats during o
routine fire drill held once a week on fhe
ship.

trip—an eerie midnight cut through
navy-blue, mirrored waters in the
Wrangell Narrows—21 miles of
tight turns and cautious maneuver-
ing. Many passengers gathered in
the darkened observation lounge to
assist our skipper, Capt. Kenneth
Florian, at the con. Above on the
bridge, he probably didn’t realize he
was getting such expert assistance.

Following a short flight over Ketchikan, Ed
Racine, KING-TV cameraman, exiricates him-
self from the Cessna five-place, piloted by

Dixie Jewitt, the only female bush pilot in
Southeast Alaska.
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It was a thrilling experience— way. As promised, the days had dream.

weaving past flashing red and green grown longer as Seattle grew further In Haines, the Chilkat dancers,

guide lights snaking miles in the away. A deep gray twilight attended under the direction of Carl Hein-

distance. Much more exciting at midnight by the time we reached the miller, a white man who teaches na-

night, the Alaskans say. northernmost point of our voyage. tive arts at the old Army post, wel-

The skies would dip briefly into comed the ship with costume and

Haines & Skagway night and then become illuminated rhythmic celebration. Some pas-

From Juneau, we traveled through again. Inner clocks malfunctioned. sengers went into town, some drove
Lynn Canal to Haines and Skag- And Alaska became a bit like a (Continued on Next Page)

HHGTRIND

& ]
I

The world's largest collection of Tlinget To-
tem poles is preserved af Saxman Tofem
Park, o few miles south of Ketchikan.

Don Lacombe and Jean Enersen, KING-TV,
toke time out from documenting the trip, fo
relax with fellow passengers on the solarium.

Beautiful downtown Juneau.

Yes, I'm enjoying the view from the car
deck. Do you mind?

A band of young accordionists greet the
ship os she docks in Juneau.
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“Malaspina” (cont’d)

off the ferry to hook up with the
Alcan Highway, and others felt the
sun burn their faces at 8:00 at
night on the solarium. One person
said, “I think we’re off course. This
must be Hawaii.”

We were granted only an hour in
Skagway. Only an hour to absorb
the historic city where gold seekers
met Chilkoot Pass and began push-
ing toward Dawson City toting
2,000 pounds of gear and dreams
that made the pack a little lighter.
There was not enough time to visit
the remains of Dyea, Skagway’s
former rival town which died when
the railroad was built over White

| Pass. Just enough time to fill our

lungs with the sweet air that tumbled
down the mountains. Just enough
to lure us back for more.

Bad News

[t was probably an omen. The
rain came, telling us we shouldn’t
be heading home. But the drizzle
didn’t deter the three widows when
we docked in “Little Norway.” Nor
did it diminish the size of the
Petersburg welcoming party—smil-
ing townspeople dressed in native
costume.

The widows seized the local
Elk's Club (as was their pattern),
so enrapturing the town’s folk that
a call was made to the ship to be
sure there was time for them to
have one more drink. The barten-
der even drove the ladies back to
the dock.

The “Malaspina’s” reception in
Wrangell was as warm and enthus-
iastic as those in all the other cities.
Many young people turned out to
see the “new” ship. Among them
were two young men who recently
rejected California to move north
where it’s quiet. And it was in
Wrangell that I walked in on an In-
dian death ritual looking for the cab
driver and where one of the mourn-
ers took the time to help me look.

Heading home. Back through
Seymour Narrows where the current

Skagway, northern-most city
reached by the Inside Passage
and former base camp of the
Klondike era.

sometimes runs at 15 knots. Back
through hundreds of miles of un-
touched green Canada.

And it seems ludicrous to grind
this experience through a typewriter.
Seven days on a ship that has be-
come a home. With gracious crew
members who have become good
friends.

Certainly

there are many on

Two Petersburg residents dressed in Nor-
wegian cosfumes in honor of the "Mala-
spina’s" refurn north.

Jack Barton, co-owner of Audio Visual Asso-
ciates, which firm has been commissioned fo
put together o film on the "Malasping's”
surgery, succumbs fo the collective charm of
the widows, from leff, June Olson, Irene
King and Ardys Conn.

board who are not as emotional
about the trip as I. Some people
don’t even like Alaska. But that’s
their problem—I don’t want to go
home. So many warm people, hun-
dreds of stories, so much left out.
And to think the Southeast pan-
handle is only a tiny part of Alaska!

Oh, damn, I forgot to tell about
the whales!




include 324 berths.

State Department of Highways
Slated for completion in early 1974 as a replacement for the MV WICKERSHAM, this 418-foot
state ferry is being constructed at Lockheed Shipbuilding and Construction Company in Seattle.
Costing $19,513,5569, the vessel will carry 1,000 passengers and 184 standard vehicles. It will

Alaska Department of Public Works

Fifty-two feet longer than when it went into the Willamette Iron and Steel Company

shipyard in Portland, the MV MALASPINA

rejoined the state’s ferry fleet in June.

Stretched from 352 to 408 feet, the MALASPINA increased its berth capacity from 95
to 288 first class berths. Car deck capacity was upped 28 percent and passenger capacity
is now 750 compared to 500 before the stretch-out.

Alaska Department of Public Works
Severed bow of MALASPINA as it looked in
Portland shipyard before joining to new
mid-section.

Alaska Department of Public Works

The aft body of the MV MALASPINA is shown

approaching the new mid body in the Portland |

shipyard where it was lengthened. Eighty-six
new staterooms were added to the ferry’s new
section.

A recommendation to spend $300 million
on Alaska's ferries from 1974 to 1995
was made in a report recently released by
Department of Public Works
Commissioner George Easley. A Seattle
firm of consultants recommended that
the money be spent on 11 new vessels,

eight of the ocean going class, and
modifications to the existing fleet.
Service between Southeastern and

Southwest Alaska would be introduced,
connecting Valdez with Juneau.

Alaska Department of Public Works |

Unnamed as yet, the new 235-foot shuttle ferry
designed for Southeastern Alaska service will
have this profile when it is completed in late
1973 or early 1974. The vessel is being
constructed by Peterson Builders, Inc., at
Sturgeon Bay, Wiscansin.







Queen of |

the Alaska
fleet

The Alaska ferry system's
queen of the fleet, the
408 - foot Malaspina, de-
parted Seattls Friday on
her first official voyage
" since receiving a 56-‘700fl
midsection to provide |
more passenger space, All
the vessel's stateroom ac-
commodations were sold
out.—Alaska Marine High-
way photo.







MV Wickersnum

The state ferry Wickersham
will be layed up for five months
this winter because of a cut in the
marine (ransportation budget,
Joseph Henri, commissioner of
administration, told the Daily
News Lloday.

Public works Commissioner
George Easley made the decision
to lay up the Wickersham
rather than one of the other
vessels since it is the most ex-
pensive lo operale.

The vessel will undergo over-
haul from Nov. 14 through Jan. 14
and then be layed up until April
14.

He said the vessel will have a
walch crew in Seattle and *‘as
large a maintenance crew as we
can work with.” Some employes
will be eligible for vacations but a
number will be laid off. Exact
number is not known at this time.

Henri calculated a $600,000
saving by having the vessel out of
operation during the win-
ter months. He said the depart-
ment of public works wasn’t the
only area of state government
that felt the effects of the budget

cuts that were engineered by the
administration to protect the

North Slope bonus account,

*The more we spend out of the
principal,” Henri said, “‘the less
interest we earn.”

He said the cuts were made
across the board in state
departments, while still keeping
essential services,

“Il can’t be helped,” Henri
said. "‘Somebody has to suffer.”

/5-Month Layup
For the Wickersham

Wicky For

KETCHIKAN, Alaska (AP)
— A cut in the Marine Trans-
portation System budgel neces-
sitates taking the state ferry
Wickersham out of service five
months this winter, Adminis-
tration Commissioner Joseph
Henri says.

The vessel will be taken out
of service because she is the
most expensive ship in the fleet
to operate, George Easley, pub-
lic works commissioner. said
Wednesday.

The Wickersham will undergo
overhaul from Nov. 14 to Jan.
14 and will be out of service un-
til April 14. Easley said the
vessel will have a watch crew
in Seattle and “as large a
maintenance crew as we can
work with.”

He said some of the Wicker-
sham's 180-member crew will
have to be laid off, and that se-
niority will rule.

The Wickersham has a crew of| E
108. Henri said negotiations are
under way with the three unions
involved in the ferries’ operation
for a satisfaclory arrangement of
details for leave and vacation
time,

He sl d th th i
e stressed Lhe fact that senior KETCHIKAN #® — The

Tight Money Idles

Winter

Henri calculated a $600,000
saving by having the Wicker-
sham out of operation during
the winter.

Many state agencies are af-
fected by budget cuts designed
to preserve North Slope oil
bonus money, he said.

Henri said negotiations are
under way with three unions in-
volved in Alaska ferry oper-
ation to work out satisfactory
arrangements for leave and va-
cation time for Wickersham
employes.

He said the level of service
will be the same as it was last
year when the ferry Malaspina
was being lengthened. Two ves-
sels will be on the southeastern
run this winter, he said, while a
third is laid up for overhaul.

Easley said his budget was
more than $1.6 million less than
the Division of Marine Trans-
portation originally requested.

5 Wicky

is out

108-member crew will have to

get Cut
To Freeze
State Ship

KETCHIKAN (AP) —
A cut in the Marine Trans-
portation System budget
necessitates taking the state
ferry Wickersham out of ser-
vice five months this winter,
Administration. Com-
missioner Joseph Henri says.

The vessel will be taken out
of service because she is the
most expensive ship in the
fleet to operate, George
Easley, public works com-
missioner, said Wednesday.

The Wickersham will
undergo overhaul from Nov.
14 to Jan. 14 and will be out of
service until April 14. Easley
said the vessel willhave a wat-
ch crew in Seattle and ‘‘as
large a maintenance crew as
we canwork with.”

He said some of the Wicker-
sham's 180-member crew will
have to be laid off, and that se-
niority will rule.

Henri calculated a $600,000
saving by having the Wicker-
sham out of operation during
the winter.

Many state agencies are af-
fected by budget cuts designed
to preserve North Slope oil
bonus money, he said. _

Henri said negotiations are

junder way with three unions |
‘involved in Alaska ferry oper-|
ation to work out satisfactory
arrangements for leave and
vacation time for Wickersham
employes.

hands would be employed on the|
other state vessels during the
layup,

“The last employes hired will
be the first to be layed off,” he
said.

Henri said Lhe level of service
will be the same as it was last
vear when the Malaspina was|
being lengthened. Two vessels
will be on the Southeastern run
while a third is tied up for annual
overhaul.

Commissioner Easley
explained that the requested
budget for marine transportation
this yeéar was $16,859,700. The
governor -recommended
$15,191,000 and the legislative
allowance was $15,173,000.

Gov. Wm. Egan has pledged
that there would be no sup-
plemental appropriations to
finance anything beyond Lhe |
budgel this year. The only way
the Wickersham operation could |
be continued would be if the|
legislature passed a sup-
plemental appropriation.

However, the session doesn’t
convene until January which
means that such an appropriation
could not be acted upon until near
Lo the end of the layup period.

']

Pl

state ferry Wickersham will be
taken out of service far five
months this winter because of
a cut in the marine transpor-
tation system budget, Com-
missioner of Administration
Joseph Henri said Wednesday.

Public works commissioner
George Easley said the Wick-
ersham will be taken off the
run because she is more ex-
pensive to operate than other
vessels of the Alaska highway
system,

The Wickersham will un-
dergo overhaul from Nov. 14
to Jan. 14 and will be out of
service until April 14. Easley
said the wvessel will have a
watch crew in Seattle and "as
large a maintenance crew as
we can work with,” He said
some of the Wickersham's

be laid off, and that seniority
will rule.

Henri calculated a $600,~
000 saving by having the
Wickersham out of operation
during the winter months.

Many state agencies are af-
fected by budget cuts design-
ed to preserve the North
Slope oil bonus money, he
said.

Henri said negotiations are
under way with three unions
involved in Alaska ferry oper-
ation to work out satisfactory
arrangements for leave and
vacation time for Wickersham
employes.

He said the level of service
will be the same as it was
last year while the ferry Mal-
aspina was being lengthened.
Two vessels will be run on
the southeastern run this win-
ter, while a third is laid up
for overhaul.

Easley said his budget was
cut more than $1.6 million
less than the Division of
Marine Transportation origi-
nall requested.

DELAVAL CONTRACT

OAKLAND — DeLaval’s En-
gine and Compressor Division in
Oakland, Calif. has received a
purchase order from Lockheed
Shipbuilding and Construction

Co., Seattle, for supply of two |

Enterprise, DMRV 16-4 diesel
engines to be installed in the new
ocean going Alaska ferry, the
MV Mendenhall. Each engine
will be rated at 9,200 bhp at 450
rpm and will provide 18,000 shp
to Lufkin Gears and Escher
Wyss-Allis Chalmers propellers.

The 18,000 shp motorship will
join three other Enterprise pow-
ered Alaskan Ferries rated at
8,000 shp. When launched in ear-
ly 1973 this will put into service
the highest horsepower, U.S.
built diesel for a motorship.




Just Two Questions

~/The bridge has given orders:t0 the engine room to reduce speed.
In fact, it looks to us like the order is to reverse engines on the Alas-
ka Marine Highway System. . _

The word this week is that the state ferry Wickersham will be laid
up for five months this winter to cut operating expenses, and some
of the crew will be laid off.

The state administration says that this still leaves Southeastern
Alaska with the same service as last year—one vessel running from
Seattle to Southeastern and one running from Prince Rupert to
Southeastern Alaska.

This is not completely correct. Last winter, there also was the
Wickersham running out of Seattle and Vancouver. Although travel-
ers couldn’t use it between Alaska ports, they could use between
Vancouver, B.C., and Alaska, which gave that much more service.
With a waiver to the Jones Act obtained for the Wickersham this
spring, we were hopeful that there would be more service_uﬁs w_inter
—people could ride the Wicky between Alaska ports. This also would
be boosted by the Malaspina which has been lengthened to carry
more vehicles and passengers. -

Instead of more capacity for the marine highway system, there
will be less with the Wickersham laid up.

Travel on the ferry system has been increasing steadily so cut-
backs are not compatible with the facts. The Seattle to Southeastern
Alaska route is the most successful and with the Wickersham cap-
able of running out of Seattle this winter, we were hopeful that run B w At and ke
will be even more popular. i | niority will rule.

The action of the state administration and the legislature—it cut Henri calculated a $600,000
the funds—raises two questions: saving by having the Wicker-

What are we doing building three more ships for expanded service
if we can’t run what we have? _ .

And, where were our area lawmakers when the budget for the fer-
ry system was being drawn? Certainly, after a six months session .
they can't beg off saying there wasn't enough time to look into the s B
matter.

j’ “:ﬂicky to Sit Out
Winter in Seattle

Wj.ckersham slated
for winter docking

KETCHIKAN, Alaska (AP) sham out of operation during
— A cut in the Marine Trans- the winter.

portation System budget neces- Many state agencies are af-
sitates taking the state ferry fected by budget cuts designed
Wickersham out of service five to preserve North Slope oil
months this winter, Adminis- bonus money, he said.

tration Commissioner Joseph Henri said negotiations are
Henri says. under way with three unions in-
The vessel will be taken out volved in Alaska ferry oper-
of service because she is the ation to work out satisfactory
most expensive ship in the fleet arrangements for leave and va-
to operate, George Easley, pub- cation time for Wickersham,
lic works commissioner, said employes.

Wednesday. He said the level of service
The Wickersham wil undergo  will be the same as it was last
overhaul from Nov. 14 to Jan. year when the ferry Malaspina
14 and will be out of service un- was being lengthened. Two ves-
tii April 14. Easley said the sels will be on the southeastern
vessel will have a watch crew run this winter, he said, while a
in Seattle and “as large a third is laid up for overhaul.
maintenance crew as we can Easley said his budget was
work with.” more than $16 million less than
He said some of the Wicker. the Division of Marine Trans-

sham’s 180-member crew will portation originally requested.

Ferry Schedule
For State Fair

The state ferry will leave the
Auke Bay terminal for Haines
at 6 a.m. on August 12 for the
Southeast Alaska State Fair.
= h a number 13 life raft. The ferry will arrive at Haines
at true? at1la.m.

Transportation will be avail-
able from the ferry terminal to
the fairgrounds. The ferry will
leave at 7 p.m. that evening for
the return trip to Juneau.

Daily News |
Ketchikan, Alaska

KETCHIKAN, Alaska (AP)
— A cut in the Marine Trans-
portation System budget neces-
sitates taking the state ferry
Wickersham out of service five
months this winter, Adminis-
tration Commissioner Joseph
Henri says.

The vessel will be taken out
of service because she is the
most expensive ship in the fleet
to operate, George Easley, pub-
lic works commissioner, said
‘Wednesday.

The Wickersham will undergo
overhaul from Nov. 14 to Jan.
14 and will be out of service un-
til April 14. Easley said the
vessel will have a watch crew
in Seattle and ‘*‘as large a
| maintenance crew as we can
‘work with."”

He said some of the Wicker,
sham's 180-member crew will
have to be laid off, and that se,
niority will rule. -

Henri calculated a $600,000
saving by having the Wicker;
sham out of operation during
the winter.

Many state agencies are af;
fected by budget cuts designed
to preserve North Slope oil
bonus money, he said.

Henri said negotiations are
under way with three unions in;
volved in Alaska ferry oper-
ation to work out satisfactory
arrangements for leave and va-
cation time for Wickersham
employes,

He said the level of service
will be the same as it was last
year when the ferry Malaspina
was being lengthened. Two ves-
sels will be on the southeastern
run this winter, he said, while'a
third is laid up for overhauls ~

Easley said his budget was
more than $1.6 million less than
the Division of Marine Trans-
portation originally requested.

. AUG 5 1977

EDITOR, Dally News: -

S~Your editorial and news slory
about laying up the Wickersham
did not go far enough in analysing
marine highway problems. And
in all fairness, 1 should think you
could have told your readers (hat
the idea for the news story was
leaked to you, at least indirectly,
by Commissiones George Easley.

The interesting aspect of the
editorial is that you gave the
Governor and us legislators a
rough time for not appropriating
enough money, yet obviously the
matter i3 one of internal
management.

It seems to me your inguiry
should have been to Com-
missioner Easley as to the real
reasons for curtailing service.

Studies made dvailable in the
past couple of years have shown
that the Wickersham has bled the
marine highway system of
money, but your editorial does
not indicate whether this is still
true with the waiver of the Jones

acl.
The real story Is unreported
and that story has to do with how

the fleet is functioning; the)

success of the lengthened
Malaspina with its extensive and

_unnecessary trappings and why

the needed second small ferry
was not commissioned for the
people of Alaska who live in the
smaller communities.

We legislators gave the
Governor only about $20,000 less
than he asked for out of a budget
of $15,000,000 or So.

So what kind of a game is
Commissioner Easley playing
with his Governor and the people
of Southeastern Alaska?

The word going around is the
threatened Wickersham layup is
just Public Works Department
gamesmanship.

What are the facts?

Sincerely your,
RICHARD WHITTAKER
State Representative
First District




43 Ticiéé"ié&hpassengers

Bumped From Ferry Taku

By SUSAN GILMORE
Empire Staff R
Forty-three angry and unhappy ticketed pas-
_sengers left the Auke Bay ferry terminal early
Baturday morning' after being bumped off the
Alaska Marine Highway ferry Taku, northbound
for Haines.

There was too much demand because of the
state fair in Haines, said Bill Morrice, a spokes-
man for the Alaska Marine Highway System in
Juneau. Coast Guard regulations say that the
Taku_can carry only 943 people, including the

~crew. “The maximum passenger list was 496,"
said Morrice.

Forty-three passengers, all those who had pur-
chased tickets that morning at the Auke Bay ter-
minal, were forced to leave the boat, said pas-
senger Mike Schmidt, of Juneau.

Schmidt said that he had called the ferry ear-

lier in the week to make reservations. He report- |

{ﬂnnuwmmc

hicles and those with

AUG.72,1972

edly was told that reservations were not taken,
but he could purchase his ticket Saturday morn-
ing at the terminal.

After all the passengers had boarded the boat
there was a two-hour delay while officials de-
cided what to do about the overload, said
Schmidt. Then the 43 passengers were ordered off. |

“It was a disappointing experience,” said |
Schmidt. “If they didn’t have room they shouldn't
have soldthe tickets."

Alaska Marine Highways have never had need
for passenger reservations, said Morrice, * When
we were loading Saturday morning we thought
we had less than a full load," he said. “But we
knew there would be too many coming back.”

Priorities were given to passengers with ve-
Statercoms as they can

make reservations, said Morrice. *‘Another |

priority used Wwas the date of ticket sale. We took |

all the people oft who haa peen
ticketed last,” he said. “‘We
don’t resort to any oversell.”

Another reason for the over-
load was that the ferry was |
carrying a number of people |
having committments with the |
fair, including Boy Scouts and
the St. Paul Singers.

“The St. Paul singers had to
make it to the fair,” said Mor-
rice “We had a several-month
committment with the fair to
carry them,”’ he said.

“We were going to commis-
sion the ferry Chilkat for the
extra passengers,” said Mor-
rice, “‘but they had a full load to
Hoonah,”

In a related incident last
month four passengers with ve-
hicle reservations were left off
of the ferry Matanuska, bound
for Haines, while ten ““standby”
vehicles were reportedly allowed

/4
Nnur_ﬂ'o O C KE‘ z-’___

v 9

to remain on the ferry.

It was an unfortunate exper-
ience, said Morrice. The Mar-
ine Highways employ an honor
system on standbys, he said.
They are allowed on with the
understanding they might be
bumped en route.

When the ferry arrived in Ju-
neau, the owners of the ten
standby vehicles *‘disappeared,”
he said. “We would have had to
tow them off, which isn’'t allow-
ed in the Marine Highway regu-
lations,” he said. It would have
inconvenienced the other pas-
sengers, also, said Morrice.

Morrice said that stiffer en-
forcement will have to be put on
standby traffic, perhaps even

eliminating it.
EPITOR, Daily News
d jad, Sir! Yon go too far! Of
course the refurbished Maldspina
is a good ship. She alwavs has
been.

To suggest however, that a trip
to the plastic surgeon’s, a call by

Avon Lady and a new
hairdre
the fleet s pur

The Wickersham has the regal

bearing and impeccable good

the
ser mokes her queen of

¢ nonsense

Egan To Review
Ferry Budget

By SUSAN GILMORE
Empire Staff Reporter

The cut in the Marine Trans-
portation System budget, necs-
sitating the de-commissioning of
the state ferry Wickersham for
five months this winter, will be
completely reviewed by Gov.
William Egan, a spokesman for
the governor said today.

The Wickersham, the largest
ferry in the Marine Highways
system, was scheduled to be
taken out of service from Nov-

a gla

Cit T

manners to allow her to reign and
serve her subjects as long as
allowed to. The indignities she
has suffered, the politicians, the
Jones Act, the peasant dress of
blue. Now vour suggpestion that
she should abdicate because one
of the old girls is back In town
newly swathed in plastics

Viour (nste, Sie, must be all in

your mouth
CLYDE JOIHINSON

ember 14 to April 14. The shut-
down would cause about 100 men
to be layed off, said a spokes-
man for the Marine Transporta-
tion Department.

The governor reportedly has
asked for budget figures so he
can re-examine the budget re-
quest, possibly increasing the
budget so the Wickersham can
continue operation.

The governor will make an
announcement of his decision
next week, said the spokesman.

The governor's reconsidera-
tion of the marine transporta-
tion budget is not unusual, said |
State Sen. Bill Ray. Should he
decide that the budget should be
increased, the governor will send
a supplemental request to the
legislature asking for additional
funds to be authorized, said Ray.
“If he authorizes it, it will be
forthcoming,” he said.

The Marine Transportation
budget was signed , as a part of
the state budget, by the gover-
nor in June, based on informa-
tion  accumulated through
March and April, said Ray.

An original budget of $12.3
million was requested by the De-
partment of Marine Transpor-
tation. This request was re-
viewed by the Department of
Administration, which then ex-
plained the proposed budget to
the governor’s Review Com-
mittee, said Ray.

The Budget Review Commit-
tee finalized the request at $10,-
726,000 and gave it to the gover-
nor to make the final decision,
he said.

This budget was then present-
ed to the legislature, which had
the department come in to ex-
plain its original request. State
departments, however, cannot
ask for an increase over what the
governor has allocated unless |
the legislature specifically asks
if they need funds in a certain

area, said Ray.

The legislature then made a
separate recommendation; the
Senate requesting allocation of
$10.6 million and the House re-
questing $11.1 million. _

The governor approved the fi-
nal legislative budget authoriza-
tion of $10.715,000, a $1 million
increase over the last fiscal
year.

However, with additional in-
formation and recent figures,
thie governor will probably ac-
knowledge an express need for
the schedule of the Wickersham
and propose a budget increase,

said Ray.




Hunt Money To Operate Ferry

JUNEAU, Alaska (AP) —A

. spokesman for Gov. William

Egan says the administration
will review the Marine High-
way System’s $10.7 million fis-
cal 1973 budget with an eyeto-
ward finding money to reduce
a planned five-month layoff
for the ferry Wickersham.

The spokesman said Egan
would announce next week
whether he will ask for a sup-
plemental appropriation for

| thesystem. [

The Wickersham, the state’s
largest ferry, has been sched-

.

.

uled for three extra months
out of service this winter
because of a lower than expec-
ted budget allotment. Nor-
mally tied up for two months
each year, the Wickersham
this year is scheduled to be
taken out of service from Nov.
14to April 14.

Marine Highways System
administrators originally
asked for $12.3 million, and

Egan's budget review com-
mittee trimmed the request to
$10.7 million, a figure even-
tually adopted by the
legislature. The allocation is
about $1 million greater than
what the system received last

year.

State Sen. Bill Ray, D-
Juneau, a member of the Sen-
ate Finance Committee, said
Egan probably would propose

an increase in the system

ing allotment. Ray said
the ferry budget was drawn up
with figures available in Mar-
ch and April, and new infor-
mation could lead to a sup-
plemental request.

However, Egan has said the
fiscal 1973 budget was the first
in state history that should re-
quire no supplemental appro-
priations.
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IWickersham Wwill

Gov. William Egan announc-
ed today that the state ferry
Wickersham will remain in ser-
vice this winter, but he has not
yet decided whether this will re-
quire a supplemental appropria-
tion or can be funded through ad-
justments within the Marine

| Highway System budget.

“It appears now that we can
hold the additional cost of keep-
ing the Wickersham in service
for the three-month period (Jan-

| i
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#)We have to steal a little from our waterfront column this week to

comment on the new Ma

laspina. It climaxed an eventful week in the

| First City by stopping in Ketchikan Friday.
| The Malaspina was in port most of the day, which gave the towns-

people plenty of time to visit it.

Most of the reaction was described in one word:

Wow!

Some said it sure makes the Wicky

look shabby. But one strong

supporter of the Wickersham, still a luxury ship compared to the
Taku and Matanuska, pointed out that if the Wicky hadn’t come a-
| long Alaskans wouldnt have demanded or approved the $6 million

rebuild of the Malaspina.

~

Was the lengthening job a good deal??

The vessel ¢ost §4.5 million originally. The Jengthening and reiur-

bishing another $6 milllon, But an all new large ship of comp wrable

size which the state is having rerebuilt, cost between $18 and §20 mil-

lion.

The Malaspina's staterooms, holding 300 people, and the car deck,
are booked up through September although the ship hasn't complet-

ed its first run yet.

Lengthening the Taku and Matanuska appears economically desir-
able from the figures and the reaction to the Malaspina project.

By comparison, the standard Blue Canoes have carried in excess
of 300 passengers occasionally in the summer but they never have
carried such a volume consistently and never through September.

@8 Remain In Service

April) to around $300,000," he
said, *‘so 1 have decided that it
should remain on the winter
run.”

Earlier plans had called for
the Wickersham to be laid up
for five months this winter as
an economy measure. This shut-
down would have caused about
100 men to be layed off, a spokes-
man for the Marine Transporta-
tion Department said earlier.

It has been estimated that the
winter de-commissioning of the
Wickersham would produce a
$600,000 savings in the Marine
Transportation's budget.

However, Egan said, further
analysis showed that when full
costs were considered for de-
activating the vessel and then
resupplying and putting it back
in service after the lay-up, the
estimate on savings was altered
substantially.

Also, the governor said, keep-
ing the Wickersham in winter
service will provide the first full
year's experience on increased
revenues anticipated as a result
of the state being granted a
Jones Act waiver for the for-
eign-built vessel, allowing it o
carry passengers directly be-
tween Alaskan ports.

Previously, because of the
Jones Act restrictions, the ves-
sel was carrying passengers only
between Prince Rupert, British
Columbia and Alaskan ports.

“After gaining a full winter’s
experience under the Jones Act
waiver,” Bgan said, “we will be
in a better position to plan econ-
omies for future Marine High-
way budgets.”

He noted, however, that the
| annual subsidy for the overall
| system is now around $5 mil-
| lion, not including bond costs.
|“and it is only reasonable, in
|line with good budgeting prac-
tices, that we must keep the an-
nual subsidy within some reason-
able bounds."

The Marine Transportation
'budget was signed by the
governor in June. The governor
\appropriated  $10,715,000, $1.5
million less than what the Marine
|'I‘ransportalion Department ori-

ginally requested.

RECEPTION
HONORING THE SPONSOR

OF THE

MOTOR VESSEL SUGAR ISLANDER

RAINIER CLUB

SATURDAY, AUGUST 26, 1972

7:30 TO 8:30 P.M. PACIFIC DAYLIGHT TIME

l!_l_l!ulll SN . n;

L -




Gﬁéﬁ”ﬁ .
& 4 REL 15"57“-‘ 15 ONF£p
-

B Y
SN (\ES r"’!
'—' .-, 1%

w-




s 8 5 on = .

v 9

v

D

b 40 a4 44
» S 9% Sy +«

#

46 4 L3

#



Helping were marine architect Phil Spaulding, center, and a Seattle Port Commission member, Capt. Merle Adlum

Alaska Ferry’s Keel Laid

BY ROBERT M. COUR

Alaska Gov. William Egan snipped a ribbon as two
cranes lowered a double-bottom section into place yes-
terday in formal keel-laying ceremonies for a new,
$19.5-million ocean-going ferry.

The 418-foot vessel, when completed by the Lock-
heed Shipbuilding and Construction Co. here late in
1973, will join the growing Alaska Marine Highway
System.,

Egan, recalling back to a dozen or so years ago
when the ocean-going ferry concept was referred to by
detractors as ‘“‘Egan’s Folly,” yesterday said he hopes
Washington State will build two or more to complete a
southern link to the system.

». _He said he hopes to talk to Washington’s governor
and legislators affer the November election to discuss
- greation of a Northwest Pacific ferry system.

*" Egan also recalled that about 11 years ago the keel

"OBLNE Mialaspina was laid in Seattle., She was the first
of the. ka oceangoing ferries.

The Malespina, ater being refurbished and length-
ened here this year, is just finishing a flourish-
ing Alaska Jépseason Gov, Egan said.

The new férry haes yet to be named. Designed by
the Seattle maring are9itectural firm of Nickum and

Spaulding, she will have a walk-on passenger capacity
of 1,000 and berthing space for a crew of 80 as well as
for 324 passengers.

She will have a vehicle capacity of 226 automobiles
and will be able to clip along at a service speed of 21
knots.

Lauching is scheduled for May of next vear, with a
final date for delivery to the Alaska Division of Marine
Transportation, Department of Public Works, set for
January, 1974.

Egan, long an advocate of the interlocking interests
of Washington and Alaska, said he knows it will take

time for Washington to get into the ocean-going ferry |

business.

Egan said if Washington could build two ocean-
going ferries to operate in cooperation with the Alaska
system, the southern route from Ketchikan and Prince
Rupert would be completed. He said:

“‘And of course we must not forget our good friends |

and neighbors of Canada.”

The new ferry will replace the M-V Wickersham in
the Alaska System, which has four large ferries on the
Inland Passage route from Seattle to Southeastern Alas-
ka ports, in addition to five smaller passenger vessels
in Alaskan waters.

—P-1 tuby :ez |
ALASKA GOV, WILLIAM EGAN SNIPPED RIBBON AT KEEL-LAYING CEREMONY FOR OCEAN.GOING FERRY |

Keel fo be laid for
big Alaska ferry

The keel for Alaska’s big-
gest ferry will be laid tomor-
row in 2 p, m. ceremonies in
the Lockheed yard with Gov- |
ernor William A. Egan of
Alaska attending.

Accompanying the gover-
nor will be Congressman
Nick Begich, Public Works
Commissioner  George W.
Easley and Marine Division
Director H. J. (Red) Lock-
ert, Lockheed said.

The 418-foot ferry, sched-
uled for delivery in early
1974, is designed to carry 1.-
000 passengers and 184 cars.

Two DeLaval-Enterprise ma-
rine diesels developing 9000 shp
and driving two controllable-
pitch propellers will give the ship
a service speed of 21 knots. These
diesels will be the largest do-
mestically designed marine die-
sels to be built in the U.S.

The ship will be capable of
carrying 1000 passengers, will
provide berths for 324 passengers,
and will accommodate a crew of
80. It will carry a basic vehicle
load of 184 standard-sized U.S.
autos.

A solarium on the sun deck
will provide a sheltered pano-
ramic viewing area. Boat deck fa-
cilities will provide an observa-
tion lounge, cocktail lounge, caf-
eteria, and dining room. Lounge,
officer and ecrew messes, and
staterooms are among facilities
planned for the mezzanine deck
with provision for later installa-
tion of a hospital, gift shop, and
beauty salon.

Vehicle stowage will be on
the main deck with some stow-
age available on the upper deck.

The ship will carry modern
navigation and communications
systems including single-side-
band radio telephones, VHIF-
FM radio telephones, two radar
systems, and depth sounders.

Martin L. Ingwersen, execu-
tive vice president, spoke for
Lockheed at the brief ceremonies.
Among others present were Pub-
lic Works Commissioner George
W. Easley; Captain H.J. Lock-
ert, director, Division of Marine
Transportation; Eldon E. Oph-
eim, general manager, Port of
Seattle; and James G. McCur-
dy, Lockheed Shipbuilding board
chairman.







LOCKHEED LAYS KEEL FOR NEW ALASKA FERRY

Left to right,
president; Gov. William A, Egan of Alaska, cutting ribbon; Philip F. Spaulding
of the Seattle naval architectural firm of Nickum & Spaulding, designers of the
craft; and Capt. Merle Adlum, Seattle port commissioner.

Martin L.

SEATTLE Governor Wil-
liam A. Egan of Alaska officiated
at ceremonies marking laying of
the new Alaskan oceangoing fer-
ry’s keel module on a shipway at
Lockheed Shipbuilding and Con-
struction Company's Harbor Is-
land shipyard here.

The 418-foot overall ferry is
being built under a $19.5 million
contract signed with the Alaska
State Department of Public
Works in February. The ferry,
which will replace the MV Wick-
ersham in service on the Alaskan
Marine Highway System, was de-
signed by Seattle naval archi-
tects Nickum & Spaulding.
Launch of the ship will come in

Ingwersen,

Lockheed Shipbuilding executive vice

May and delivery to the Alaskan
Division of Marine Transporta-
tion early in 1974,

The Marine Transportation Di-
vision now operates four large
ferries on the inland Passage
route from Seattle to Southeast-
ern Alaska ports in addition to
five smaller ferries in Alaskan
waters. The nine ferries repre-
sent the largest passenger carry-
ing fleet in the United States.

Egan pointed out that the
Lockheed yards in Seattle in
1963 and 1964 built three of the
ferries now sailing the scenic
Alaskan Marine Highway —
the Malaspina, Matanuska, and
Taku.

The new ferry will be 385 feet
long at the design load water-
line with a maximum breadth
of 85 feet. It will displace 6700
long tons at its design draft of
16 feet.
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Fascinating Ferries

WHAT'S GOING on with the
state ferry service?

Well, a lot of things are _ if you
happen to live in Sitka, and if you
happen to be participating in what
is described as that city’s ““annual
hearing’’ on ferry scheduling for
the coming year.

According to the Sitka Sentinel,
which reported the hearing last
Monday night in great detail, things
were said that should make the
matter of ferry schedules one of
interest to people here in Anchor-
age, too.

Being off the beaten track, so to

| speak, many people in Anchorage
| tend to view the state’s ferry opera-
| tions with only misty understand-

ing and infrequent interest,
_ BUT THE ferry operations mer-
it more attention.

For example, the Sentinel quot-
ed the deputy commissioner of the
Alaska Department of Public
works, Robert Dwyre, that his
agency was -not attempting to oper-
ate the ferry system at a profit.

Instead, the newspaper noted,
Mr. Dwyer said the department had
to be concerned with ‘‘diminishing
the deficit” so that the ferry sys-
tem facilities can be expanded, as
the Sentinel put it, “with state and

| federal funds.”

After this word from the assist-
ant head man in the department
that runs the state’s ferry boats,
the people of Sitka had their turn to
suggest improvements in the way

| things are done.

The suggestions were advanced

Ferry System
'Meeting Tonight

The Alaska Marine Highway
will be discussed at a public
meeting at 7:30 p.m. today at
the Juneau High School cafeter-
ia. Public Works Commissioner
George Easley said Wednesday.

Easley said the meeting will
be informal and interested per-
sons are urged to attend and of-
fer their views. ‘

All aspects of the system will

| be open for discussion. with the
| main thrust on a recently com-
pleted report on scheduling.
routing. and tariffs which out-
lines possible avenues for fu-
ture expansion.

by Mayor John Dapcevich and two
members of the Sitka Chamber of
Commerce, and they had some
major proposals — including one
eyebrow-raiser invovling the con-
troversial vessel, the Wickersham.

PROPOSED THE Sitka delega-
tion:

1. The Wickersham, the foreign-
built super liner that now is operat-
ing under a special congressional
exemption until it can be replaced
by a new American-built ferry,
should be retained in service as a
non-stop tourist express between
Prince Rupert, B.C., and Haines.
Such operations, it was argued,
would not violate the Jones'Act
provisions from which the Wicker-
sham is now exempt pending com-
pletion of the new ferry.

2. If service actually is to be ex-
tended between Juneau and An-
chorage, with the advent of the new
super ferry, Seward should be the
Southcentral terminal port — and
not Anchorage. ‘“This would avoid
duplicating an existing overland
route with ferry service,” the Sitka
newspaper reported.

3. Eliminate at least half the
proposed mainline stops at Wran-
gell and Petersburg, replacing
them with stops at Sitka.

FOLKS UP here probably aren’t
going to get very worked up over
arguments between Sitka and the
neighboring Panhandle cities of
Petersburg and Wrangell.

But they may want to take a
look at proposals to retain the
Wickersham after next year and to
tinker with possible changes in a
Juneau-Anchorage ferry link, even
before the new ferry is delivered
and the route is given a try.

And they may also be properly
concerned about expanded ferry
operations and deficit financing.

IN THE process of bringing all
this to light, the Sitka Sentinel
provides another bit of intelligence

not generally known in these parts.

Another new state ferry, a
smaller vessel of the Bartlett class,
is scheduled for completion in 1974
for shuttle use between Sitka,
Hoonah, Kake, Petersburg and
Juneau. So what’s new about that?

Only this: The vessel, as yet
unnamed, is referred to in the
schedule planning as MV-1 _ and
the state officials dor’'t like its
being called a shuttle ferry.

Call it instead, they say, a “‘main
line feeder.” Onward and upward
in the language of governmentese.

Lay keel
for terry

Commissioner George Easley,
Capt. H. J. Lockert and Hugh
McDonald of the state of Alaska;
Harold Pratt of Nickum &
Spaulding Associates, Inc.; E. L.
Peterson, Joseph Angerer and
Phillip Runquist of Peterson
Builders, Inc., officiated at
ceremonies marking laying of the
new Alaska Ferry's keel at

| Peterson Builders Monday.

The 235 foot ferry is being built
under a contract signed with the
Alaska State Department of
Public Works in January, 1972.
The ferry will join the fleet of
eight vessels in service on the
Alaskan Marine Highway
System. This is the largest ocean
going passenger carrying fleet in
the United States.

This ferry will be launched in
April, 1973, and will be delivered
to the state of Alaska in
November, 1973.

The ship, which was designed
by Nickum & Spaulding

Associates, of Seattle, wash., will
carry 250 passengers and 47
vehicles, including semi-trucks,
mobile homes and automobiles.
Her initial route will be in South-
eastern Alaska.

THURSPDAY. NCTOBER 12, 1972
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KEEL LAYING
| 235 Passenger Vehicle FERR
FOR STATE OF ALASKAL

AT 107D

NEW FERRY—State and construction company officials pose in front of the keel of the state’s
new Marine Highway System ferry under construction in Sturgeon Bay, Wis. Participating in
keel laying ceremonies were Alaska Commissioner of Public Works George Easley, center;
ferry system Cpt. H. L. Lockert, right of center; state inspector Hugh McDonald, second from
right; E. L. Peterson, second from left, president of contractor Peterson Builders; and other
shipbuilding company officials. The 235-foot ferry is being built under a contract with the state
signed last January. It is scheduled for delivery in November of 1973.




Alaska Goy. William A. Egan, fourth from left, thanked executives of the Lockheed Shipbuilding' & Con-
struction Co. Other Alaska officials were behind Egan—A.P. wirephoto.

Ferry story pleases Gov. Egan

Alaska Gov. William Egan
had reason to grin broadly
yesterday at keel laying
ceremonies in the Lockheed
vard for the state’s newest
ferry.

He had been the target of
skepticism about 11 years
ago when the keel of the first
ocean - going ferry, the Ma-
laspina, was laid. But the
ferry system has flourished
beyond all expectations, and
the Malaspina has been
booked to near capacity
this summer.

Flanked by Alaska and
Seattle officials, Egan
snipped a ribbon as cranes
lowered the keel section into
place. The 21-knot vessel, (o
be delivered in early 1974,
will have a capacity of 1,000
passengers and 226 cars.

Egan said he hoped the
State of Washington would
some day join his state’s ma-
rine highway system in a
Washington - Canada - Alas-
ka service. Two Washington
ferries running as far as
Southeast Alaska would per-

mit Alagka ferries to provide
greater service inside the
state, he said.

As the governor spoke,
work was in progress at the
nearby Todd yard on two
Washington State superfer-
ries, the Walla Walla and the
Spokane. They will range be-
yvond Puget Sound, into the
San Juan Islands. However,
the superferries have not
been designated to serve
Southeast Alaska.

The new $19.5 million ves-

sel, designed by Nickum &
Spaulding of Seattle, will re-
place the Wickersham, to be
sold, in the nine-vessel fleet.

Alaska officials accompa-
nying the governor included
Congressman Nick Begich,
Public Works Commissioner
George W. Easley and Ma-
rine Transportation Director
H. J. Lockert.

In the audience of about 50
persons were representatives
of Lockheed, the Paort of
Seattle and union leaders.
















