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CAMAI
"Hello" in Yup'ik

The Vision
"Our land and people are today divided by a political
boundary. We are members of two great nations, both of
which maintain powerful weapons pointed across the
Bering Straits' at each other . We share the same language,
the same culture, and for some of us, the same parents.

"Five hundred years ago, our people chose to end all war
among us and we have not fought each other since . We
are known as a peaceful people. We would like to achieve
peace between our nations."

Chuna McIntyre, acclaimed Yup'ik Eskimo artist and performer.



Current Directions and Goals
As a bellwether, Camai's efforts to open the Bering Straits over
the last several years has attracted international attention and
directly contributed to the current negotiations on cultural
exchange between the two countries.

SIBERIA-ALASKA CULTURAL EXCHANGE
A Short History

In everyday terms, this vision is founded on geographic,
cultural, linguistic, and historical ties between Alaska and the
Soviet Union. A map of the northern latitudes reveals that only
2.5 miles separate American Little Diomede Island from Big
Diomede, a Soviet-controlled island in the Bering Straits. People
on both sides, squinting through binoculars, watch the comings
and goings. Sometimes they wave. Further to the south, on St.
Lawrence Island, Alaskan Yup'ik Eskimos can tunc their radios
to Siberian stations just 30 miles away and hear broadcasts in
their native language.

Alaska was part of Russia for over 100 years. The Russian-
American Company, involved in trading and exploration, had
colonial interests from Kivalina all the way to California. Ice was
shipped to Sal) Francisco, furs to China, and timber back to
Siberia. Old world names like Golovin, Romanzof, Yakobi, and
Baranof were scattered across the map of Alaska by Russian
explorers, and the Russian Orthodox Church remains a powerful
influence within the state.

Today Soviet and Alaskan Eskimos are separated by a political
boundry brought about by misunderstanding and fear at the
close of WWII.

In October 1986, 67 Alaskans, calling themselves "Alaska
Performing Artists for Peace," made a groundbreaking three-
week tour across the Soviet Union. A multi-racial contingent of
performers including Eskimo dancers and mimes from villages in
western Alaska, black gospel singers from Anchorage, and a
white choral group from Juneau carried a message of peace and
friendship to their Soviet neighbors. This tour brought together
Alaskan and Siberian Eskimos for the first time since the' 'back
door" border was closed in 1948.

Camai is co-chaired by Yuri Rytkheu, a prominent Soviet author
from the coastal village of Eulen, who is both Chukchi and
Eskimo; and Dixie Belcher, Camai founder and artistic director
based in Juneau, Alaska. Camai's members and performers
include people of all races, but its focus is on the reunification of
the Native peoples of Alaska and Siberia and their wisdom
gathered through centuries of peaceful coexistence.

Indigenous people are rediscovering their voices, adding that
wisdom to the cultural stream. Experience gathered in our first
tour validates the belief that music and dance transcend
political, ideological, and language barriers. Soviet audiences on
the 1986 tour received the Alaskan's performances with standing
room only crowds and spontaneous outbursts of "We Shall
Overcome" in English. At Camai, we believe voices of the
heart-music, laughter, and dance-foster sincere communica-
tion and are needed to balance the demands of competing
political ideologies.

CAMAI

DONATIONS
If you share these beliefsand wish to offeryour energyand support to this
project, we welcome your gift of commitment. All donors will receive
periodicnewslettersand updates on the progressand activitiesof Camai,

0 Honorary Founder $ 5,000 and over
0 Patron 500
0 Sponsor 100
0 Donor 50
0 Supporter 25

All donations are tax deductible.

MAll TO:
Camai
1991 Hughes Way

Juneau, Alaska 99801
Ph 1-(907) 789-0449

Alaska's congressional delegation in Washington, D. c., the
corporate offices of Alaska Airlines, and the Soviet government
are collaborating to make air travel between Alaska and Siberia a
reality again. Formal announcements regarding discussions are
expected soon. This realization has been anticipated by Camai
and will lead to further opportunities for cultural, commercial,
and humanitarian exchanges.

Dixie Belcher and friends of Camai plan to travel to the Soviet
Far East via Tokyo and Khaborovsk in 1988. The trip is being
organized as a talent search for Soviet performing artists.
Groundwork is being laid that would combine Soviet and
American talent into a l30-member troupe that would tour
major world cities with. a message of hope and conciliation.

Fairbanks, Alaska in August 1988 is the site for the World
Eskimo-Indian Olympics. Native people from all corners of
Alaska and northwest Canada pilgrimage to Fairbanks for
fellowship and unique sporting contests at this annual gather-
ing. Camai, in concert with Governor Cowper of Alaska, has in-
vited Soviet Eskimos to attend. The addition of Siberian sport
and folklife to this traditional North American festival will foster

, new appreciation and understanding for our western neighbors.

The northern landscape is a major influence for visual artists. Art
produced by people of the North has a sparse and elegant quality.
Circumpolar Native artists can gain valuable hard currency
through the sale of their work. Camai is working to develop a
cooperative venture that will market and promote individual
artists in Alaska, Siberia, Canada, Greenland and the Nordic
countries.

1986 tour performance at Khaborovsk in the Soviet Far East.

KYUK-TV Documentary Video
MikeMartz, with public televisionstation KYUK in Bethel, Alaska, has
produced a program that tells the storyof the Alaksa Performing Artists
for Peace tour of the SovietUnion in 1986. This production is available
for home VCRs and can be purchased through Camai. Please write or
call for details,

Advisory Board Members
The Honorable Kay Brown, Represenrarive: Stare of Alaska
Nick Corio Director, World Affairs Council; Juneau, Alaska
The Honorable Cliff Davidson. Representarive: Stare of Alaska
The Honorable Mike Davis, Representative: State of Alaska
Neva Egan, former First Lady of Alaska
Vicror Fischer. former Senator: Stare of Alaska
Bella Hammond, former First Lady of Alaska
The Reverend Dick Heacock. First United Methodist Church, Fairbanks
The Honorable Willie Hensley, Senaror; State of Alaska
Irmalee Hickel, former First Lady of Alaska
Chuck Horner, Founder of Alaska Discovery (Wilderness Tours); Sitka, Alaska
Tom Jensen, Direcror of Public Affairs, ALASCOM; Anchorage,
Dr. Michael Krauss, Professor of Linguistics; University of Alaska. Fairbanks
Michael Merry, Dean. School of Career and Continuing Education: Fairbanks
The Honorable Frank Murkowski, U.S. Senator; Alaska
Tennys Owen. Owner, Arrique Art Shops; Anchorage. Alaska
Pat Peacock. Librarian; Kotzebue, Alaska
Rosie Porter, Editor. Tundra Drums; Bethel, A'iaska
John Pingayuk, Mayor; village of Chevak. Alaska
Jim Srimpfle, Nome Visirors Association; Nome. Alaska
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LETTERS
Thanks, Dixie, for
Friendship Flight

Dear Editor:
The Friendship 1 flight from

Nome to Provideniya is a long-
worked-for dream come true. This
opening of our borders is a major
breakthrough in sharing knowledge,
culture and visions of peace.

One person who has worked non-
stop on this vision for past four years
is Dixie Belcher. She has poured ev-
ery ounce of determination, money
(all of her personal savings and
home) and time into this peace
bridge and reunification of the Na-
tive peoples of Alaska and Siberia.
Her efforts led to multiple work trips
to the Soviet Union establishing cul-
tural exchanges, the hosting of high
Soviet officials here in Alaska and a
recent cross-country tour in the Unit-
ed States with Gennady Gerasimov
(chief spokesperson for the USSR).
The trip with Mr. Gerasimov was in-
tended to raise money for producing
a movie entitled, "One People" and
to establish a performing troupe of
Soviets and Alaskans to tour both
countries.

Dixie's dedication also created
the Alaskan Performing Artists for
Peace, which toured the Soviet Union
in October of 1986. Among the per-
formers on that tour were Eskimos
from Eek, Chevak, Tooksook Bay,
Savoonga, Gambell and Bethel. Join-
ing them were the Black Gospel
Singers (Anchorage) as well as per-
formers from Juneau, Anchorage
and Homer. Soviet response to the
tour was overwhelmingly positive.
The languages of the heart (music
and dance) quickly transcended poli-
tical, ideological and language bar-
riers and greatly facilitated a deep
level of communication. I was fortu-
nate enough to be a member of this
life-changing experience and to feel
that "oneness" of humanity.

I wish the news coverage of the
Friendship 1 flight had emphasized
the Peace Bridge and reuniting of
the Eskimos that Dixie has dedicated
her life to, rather than one Nome res-
ident's dream for improving the lo-
cal economy. Increased trade, joint
business ventures and tourist excur-
sions between Nome and Siberia are
positive goals but this issue goes far
beyond those purposes.

I would like to publicly thank Dix-
ie Belcher (peace activist ex-
traordinaire) for her vision and hard
work on reuniting the Native peoples
of Alaska and Siberia. Her persever-
ance with the legislature, governor,
news media and Soviet officials has
finally blossomed into major oppor-
tunities between our two countries.

Thank you, Dixie, for your
strength, vision and the courage to
help create "oneness" in the world.
When you began your work, few peo-
ple thought it possible and now look
at the overwhelming flood of enthusi-
asm and accomplishment of your
goal. I want people to know who was
an integral part of that vision and
creator of the Friendship 1 flight!
Thank you, Dixie, from the deepest
part of my being.

Sincerely,
Mary Ellen Arvold
Juneau
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une9.
e ran out of time before I could

sh my comments regarding the
ent years of "record salmon har-
ts" and concerns over timber
vest.
Basically what needed to be
ught out is this: people have a
I short memory - since they
m to have forgotten last year's
y low level of salmon harvest.

is extremely bad catch was due to
ter freeze-outs plus die-offs of

spawned pink salmon because of
ered stream flow levels in sum-

er months. These problems were
e worst in southern S.E. Alaska
rince of Wales Island) where the
ost intensive and extensive logging

as occurred.
Researchers are pointing at the

oss of streamside cover as the cause
f reductions in pink salmon. Old
rowth holds these streams together.
isruption of this habitat greatly re-
uces nature's way of moderating

the extremes of weather.
Thank you,
Bart Koehler
Executive Director
Southeast Alaska
Conservation Council
Juneau

Friendship Flight work
of many Alaskans
To the Editor:
It was a thrill to hear a headline

story one recent morning on the ra-
dio about the reunion of Alaskan and

Siberian Yup'ik Eskimos I To get
more details, I contacted a friend in
Juneau, who sent me a copy of the
newspaper reports.

Although it was exciting to read
more about the reunion, I was very
disappointed that there was no men-
tion of the background of the event.

About four years ago, Dixie
Belcher was trading dreams with
Marty Behr, then a part-time Juneau
resident and businessman. Marty's
dream was a reunion of the Eskimos
and on-going cultural exchanges be-
tween Alaska and Siberia. Dixie took
up the dream as a personal project.

There was a tremendous amount
of preparation, including several
trips to the Soviet Union by Mrs.
Belcher, others from Juneau, and
various people from other parts of
Alaska. As you know, this resulted in
the Alaska Performing Artists' tour
in October, 1986. Sixty-seven people
traveled on that tour with a grueling
schedule of performances from one
end of the Soviet Union to the other.
Performances in every case pro-
duced highly enthusiastic audience
response. A small reunion of Yup'ik
Eskimos occurred at the first con-
cert in Leningrad.

Within a year atter the A.P.A.P.
tour, the port of Provideniya in Sibe-
ria was opened up to research ves-
sels from the United States. Work
has continued quietly to assure that
the Eskimos in Alaska and Siberia
will be able once again to visit one
another as they used to do. Work also
has continued to continue cultural

Berry's World

r.

"How about a cigarette? Er ... on second
thought, never mind. "

exchanges between Alaska and the
Soviet Union.

On the occasion of the reunion in
Siberia, it is appropriate that we sa-
lute not only Marty Behr and Dixie
Belcher, but all those who made the
A.P.A.P. tour possible. That includes
those who donated money, time, ser-
vices, and all sorts of other support,
it includes some members of the
Alaska Performing Artists for Peace
who went the extra mile to make the
1986 tour possible by selling their
cars and mortgaging their homes, it
includes the rest of the members of
that group who contributed endlessly

of their time and energy, and it in-
cludes those like Senator Murkowski
who supported the vision of a bunch
of "dreamers." All of you, all of Ju-
neau, and all of Alaska should be
cheering for yourselves, for you have
helped promote understanding be-
tween the Superpowers. That under-
standing can lead only to better
chances for our collective future.

Thanks to The Juneau Empire f
letting me fill in the background on
this story just a bit.

Aloha!
RussJosephson
Kailua, Hawaii



Anchorage Daily News Sunday, July 3, 1988

elcher worked for flight
Media reports have appeared for weeks

regarding Provideniya, the Friendship Flight
and Gennady Gerasimov's (Chief of Informa-
tion for Ministry of Foreign Affairs, U.S.S.R.)
visit to Anchorage and Little Diomede. I
wonder why they were misleading.

A Nome man was credited for the Friend-
ship Flight, the culmination of his dream. He
was not solely responsible. If it were not for
the unrelenting drive of Juneau's Dixie Belch-
er, founder and president of Alaska Perform-
ing Artists for Peace, it might still be a dream
instead of history.

Numerous times, starting in 1985,she trav-
eled to Moscow and Washington, D.C., seeking
permission for 67 Alaskan performers to tour
the U.S.S.R. Her goals were to unite Eskimos
of both countries, promote travel between
Alaska and Siberia and lay groundwork for
future joint ventures. InMay 1986she brought
Gennady Gerasimov, then editor of the Mos-
cow News, to Alaska where he spoke to the
Siberian Alaskan Gateway Commission. In
October 1986 the tour became a reality. Ms.
Belcher put heart, soul and personal finances
into this project. She continued working to-
ward opening travel between Alaska and
Siberia and in February 1987 brought a
renown Siberian author here. In March of 1988
the Baha'is of Alaska honored her, with the
Kempton Award for her work in 'the arts,

health, education and peace. Mr. Gerasimov's
trip to Little Diomede in April 1988was the
culmination of a national speaking tour Ms.
Belcher arranged and not implemented by
anyone else as implied by media reports.

Let's give credit where credit is due.
- John and Joan Glenn
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NIGHTLIFE

By ANDREW PERALA
Daily News Weekend editor

Bag the revolution.
An invitation to join the Party used

to be a loaded request. But these days,
thanks to perestroika, glasnost, Mik-
hail Gorbachev and yes, maybe even

Ronald Reagan, the Soviet Union is a kinder,
gentler nation. Red tape has been cut. People
can and do speak out; some private business
is encouraged.

Soviet rock bands now exult in their
new-found freedoms.

Soviet rock fans could care less.
"They just want to party," says American

rock renegade Frank Zappa, who recently
returned from an extended trip to Moscow.

After decades of surviving underground -
enduring ancient equipment and the omni-
presence of officialdom's heavy hammer -
rock has resurfaced in the giant land of our
neighbors to the west.

Saturday night at the Sullivan Arena, the
Superpowers of Rock Concert will present the
Stas Namin Group and Rondo to Anchorage.
Anyone who buys a ticket gets the chance to
listen to these two premier Soviet bands plus
U.S. rocker Eddie Money.

Money recently returned to U.S. music
charts after a several-year absence. His past
hits include "Two Tickets to Paradise" and
"Baby Hold On." Music critics from around
the country have praised his most recent
album, "Nothing to Lose" as another solid
rock album.

While Money is a known performer, the
Soviet bands are unknown quantities in
concert.

But clues do exist.
Tuesday night, the groups went to dB

Music to try out equipment. The lead guitar-
ist for Stas Namin played a fuzz-laden rock
riff before suddenly switching to a soft jazz
solo. That head-turning trick was followed by
a duo from the drummers of both groups that
left the two dozen folks at the private bash
stunned.
"It was fantastic," said employee Debra

George, 22. "They sounded just like a high-
quality plain old rock and roll band."

The Soviet bands then went on a tour of

. Photos courtesy Stas Namin Music Center
Stas Namin Group (above) are veteran Soviet rockerS. Rondo (right) plays contemporary pop.

Folk festival combines best of two cultures
While Saturday night's Superpower con-

cert is a time to explore the universal
language of rock 'n' roll, Friday night's
Glasnost Folkfest will take a decidedly
multicultural approach.

The Pokrovsky Singers will be the main
attraction in a full evening at the 2,lOO-seat
main theater at the Alaska Center for the
Performing Arts downtown. According to
Victor Jackovich, cultural attache of the
U.S. embassy in Moscow, the group's lead-
er, Dmitri Pokrovsky, studies music from
the remote Russian provinces - "ethnic
Russia as it was 100 years ago in the
villages" - and re-interprets the songs in a
modern vein.

"His group has been copied by many
others," said Jackovich. "It is one of the

• GLASNOST FOLKFEST beingsat 8 p.m.Friday
at the Alaska Center for the PerformingArts.
Ticketsare $10and are availableat the centerbox
office.

premier groups of ethnic music in the
Soviet Union."

Also scheduled to appear are a group of
Siberian Eskimo dancers who will match
dances with their kin from St. Lawrence
Island, a 130-voice Anchorage children's
chorus, a black gospel choir, acclaimed
Native storyteller Chuna McIntyre, singer
Sharon Osbourne and a rock band.

Friday's performance begins at 8 p.m.
Tickets are $10 and are available at the
center box office.

Soviet rock impresario Stas Namin, who brought
both bands over for the Anchorage concert, says his
group plays traditional rock, founded on the sounds
of the Beetles, the Rolling Stones and more
contemporary rockers like Huey Lewis and Joe
Cocker..Rondo plays contemporary pop, says
Namin, "llke Duran Duran, only more wild. "

Spenard Road nightspots before going back
to their hotel in the early morning hours.

Take a close look at the photos on this
page. They're reproductions of Russian rock
posters. The Stas Namin Group has been a
band in Moscow for almost 20 years, strug-
gling through 10 lean years of official repres-
sion by playing small clubs and university

coffeehouses. Rondo was formed two years
ago, just before rock became acceptable
again, and won the country's main rock-festi-
val contest in its first outing.

Soviet rock impresario Stas Namin, who
brought both bands over for the Anchorage
concert, says his group plays traditional rock,
founded on the sounds of the Beatles, the

• THE SUPERPOWER ROCK CONCERT beginsat
8 p.m. Saturdayat the SullivanArena.Ticketsare
$23.50and $19.50, includinga $1 servicefee and
are availableat theArenaboxoffice.

Rolling Stones and more contemporary rock-
ers like Huey Lewis and Joe Cocker. Rondo
plays contemporary pop, says Namin, "like
Duran Duran, only more wild."

A preview tape of the Stas Namin Group
revealed songs ranging from an obligatory
nod to world peace to light metal tunes that
really roll. Rondo is a hot band that likes
heavy-metal makeup and stage showmanship.

Not understanding the Russian language
shouldn't be a barrier to Anchorage audi-
ences, even if the song lyrics do sound like
comedian Robin Williams talking backwards.

Just remember that Soviet rock songs
usually aren't about broken hearts, fast cars
or rocketing to fame.

The lyrics of one Soviet rock song, as
related by Frank Zappa, go like this: "Chair,
chair, everyone is sitting down."

"I don't think it's a subtle political state-
ment," said Zappa. "More sociological than
political - how everyone is glued to their
chairs." .

Some songs will be in English, Russian
versions of U.S. and British classics.

So go ahead, toss out those outdated, Cold
War images of Russian rock 'n' roll. These
musicians aren't a bunch of guys in fur hats
singing tuneful lyrics about turnip harvests.

In one regard, the Soviets are a lot Iike
American rock stars. You should have heard
the teen-age squeals when Sasha Losev, lead
singer for the Stas Namin Group, walked out
of U.S. Customs and into the public lobby of
the international terminal at the airport
Monday.

Groupies. International rock stars. Loud
music. .

In Anchorage, Saturday night at the Sulli-
van Arena.

o Daily News reporter Dusty Rhodes contributed
to this story



An Eskimo's Vision of Hope
. I am Chuna, a Yup'ik Eskimo born in the village of Eek, Alaska. Our village is located near
the mouth of the Kuskokwim River, where it empties into the Bering Sea. There are about 200
people in my village, all of whom speak the Yup'ik language and who carry on today the an-
cient traditions of my ancestors.

Except for some commercial salmon fishing in the summer, our economy is based on subsis-
tence. My people hunt for food, the walrus and the seal, all kinds of waterfowl, and land
animals such as moose, beaver,' muskrat and mink. In the short summer months, many dif-
ferent kinds of berries and greens are gathered from the land.

I was raised by my grandmother who is now 85 years old. From her I learned of our ancient tra-
ditions-the dances, songs and stories of our Eskimo ancestors. I enjoy performing for Native
and non-Native groups so that they may experience some of the richness of my people's culture.
I am founder and director of the Nunamta Yup'ik Eskimo Dancers. I helped organize the Tuma
Theatre, a Native dance group at the University of Alaska, which has traveled the world sharing
Alaska's Native cultural heritage.

In ancient times, the Yup'ik-people had many wars. There is a lake in our land that is named
.. 'blood" because it once turned red with the blood of our people. About 500 years ago, our peo-
ple chose to end all war among us, and we have not fought each other since. We are known as
a peaceful people.

Our land and our people are today divided by a political boundary. We are now members of two
great nations, both of which maintain powerful weapons on our ancestral lands pointed at the
other's land and people. We share the same language, the same culture, and even, for some us,
the same grandparents. We feel that we can make an important statement to the world about
peace. We have successfully achieved peace among our people. We may be able to help achieve
peace between our nations.

We would like to try.
---- - -'

,,
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Planned For Next Summer

Alaska Peace Group to Visit Russia On Cultural Exchange
by Karteen Grummeff

Spec'allo CAPITAL CITY WEEKLY

Alaskan performers are in the midst of
planning a three-week tour to cities and
Eskimo villages along the Trans-Siberian
Railroad in Russia. The 75-member
group, which includes staff and technical
crew, is targeting August 1986 for the
trip. Many of the performers will be from
Juneau.
Calling themselves the Alaska perform-

ing artists for peace, the group
recognizes the strong cultural and
historical ties between Alaska and
Siberia. Through music and dance the
performers hope to foster goodwill bet-
ween the two regions, and the
philosophy that war is no longer a viable
means for resolving conflict. They also
plan to encourage and arrange for
Siberian performing groups to visit
Alaska in 1987.
The peace group represents a wide

cross-section of Alaska including former
governor Jay Hammond and his wife
Bella; Yup'ik Eskimo artist and dancer
Chuna Mcintyre: UAJ music professor
and recording artist John D'Armand; the
savoonga Players; and members from'
the Juneau Folk Ensemble. Author James
A. Michener, who is currently resear-
ching a book about Alaska in Sitka.
hopes to travel with the group and said
he would narrate part of a planned one-
hour documentary about the trip.
The idea of the Juneau-based group

PLANNINGTRI~TO USSRare local peace ac-
IIYIstsMIchael Orelove, Marty Behr and D1x-

Ie Belcher. 75 fellow Alaskans are plannIng
to vIsit SovIet SIberia on a cultural ex-

change next summer, Including several
Native dance and theatre groups.

originated with Dixie Belcher and Martin
Behr. Belcher was musical director and
arranger for the former local St. Paul
Singers performing and touring group,
which disbanded in 1980. Under
Belcher's direction, fifteen from the
former group will join with ten other
local singers and musicians for the
Siberian tour.
Behr owns an Alaska tour company

and is an active member of World
Beyond War, an organization supporting
the conflict resolution alternative to war.
Belcher and Behr are president and vice-

president of the group's board of direc-
tors.
Although recognizing several

bureaucratic hurdles need to be bridged
before their plans can be realized, Behr
and Belcher received encouraging signs
about the tour last month when their
proposal was favorably received by the
U.S.S.R. Friendship Society and U.S.S.R.
Peace Committee.
A December advance trip to Moscow

and Siberia will give further indications
of Russia's receptability for such a trip.
Meanwhile, in september the per-

.formers will begin rehearsals, take
history, culture and language classes,
prepare for local concerts, and funraise
for the tour.
Those interested in supporting the

group either with donations, volunteer
time or information can call Dixie
Belcher at 789-0449. 0
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plan tour
of Russia
By JOHN LIND BACK
Daily News reporter

JUNEAU - A number of
Alaska performing artists are
planning a friendship tour of
the Soviet Union they hope
will culminate in the reunion
of some Alaska Eskimos and
their Siberian relatives.
"It looks really good.

We've received enthusiastic
responses from the Soviets,"
said Dixie Belcher of Juneau,
president of the newly formed
Alaska Performing Artists for
Peace.

'. The group's plans call for
beginning next August's tour
with performances in Moscow
and continuing with appear-
ances in Soviet" cities along
the Siberian railroad, Belcher
said. The end of the trip
would include a flight to Ana-
dyr, a community on the Sibe-
rian coast where some of the
Eskimo performers could
meet their relatives, she said.

Anadyr is about 8,000miles
east of Moscow,Belcher said.

One of the most difficult
tasks ahead, Belcher said, is
obtaining permission to go as
far east as Anadyr. Foreign-
ers are not normally allowed
to travel in the far reaches of
Siberia.

The beginning of the Cold
War that followed World War
II put an end to visits by
Alaska Eskimos to their Sibe-
rian relatives.

"What we're trying to do is
g into places that have been
closed," Belcher said.

Martin Behr, vice president
of the group, has visited Mos-
cow to talk to Soviet authori-
ties. A planning group is
scheduled to visit Moscow
again early next year.

Alaska Performing Artists
for Peace has asked Terry
Sanders, a filmmaker from
Santa Monica, Calif., to

, • _ J.. ~_ 1'!1 _
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Organizers to try 1986 space .bridqe
ByRON POST "The concept was to arrive (in grams, a Juneau citizens'· choir sang to people exchange," she said. While

Log Staff Writer Moscow) on New Year's Eve 15 a ~viet peace song following several American author James Michener is
The' International Year of Peace minutes after the hour of midnight, performances by dance troupes, in Alaska, the filmmakers hopes to

lasts one year, but Southeast artists on the new 6-story (Diamond Vision) including Sitka's New' Archangel tap him as· a narrator for the
and other Alaskans building cultural .screen in Moscow's Kalinsky Pro- Dancers. documentary. The help of a well-
ties to Soviet citizens hope it's spect," said KTOO producer Jim Station personnel said the airings in known Soviet author is also being
forever. 'Mahan. Images of the Soviet celebra- January and February have left sought.

Undaunted by the failure of' Soviet tion would have been·simultaneously .participants more hopeful than ever Artists for Peace is seeking support
broadcasting officials to plug into the displayed on Juneau screens ·with aboutfuturesatelliteprograms. for. the exchange program 'from the
Space Bridge, a' New .Year's Eve reactions from the' local artists, "I couldn't be. happier about the Legislature as well as private dona-
event that offered·4Q'.minutes: of singers and celebrants who took part whole thing," Pease said. "It looks tions. Donations to help offset travel
direct telecommunications <between on this end of the bridge, like. we're getting things going. costs can be sent to Alaska Perform-
live' celebrations" in -Moscow and Had it proceeded, another KTOO (Soviet sponsors) made a verbal ing Artists for Peace, 1991 Hughes
Juneau, Alaskansplan an In-person officialspeculated that many Soviets commitment to hook up with us next Way, Juneau, Alaska 99801.
culturalsexchange.; thisxfall. And would have been much happier with New Year's Eve.". ..- ..,...: --:....,
organizers' said .the ~Space Bridge is the resulting program than' with a. Belcher said the Soviets' first try at
Scheduled for a go-ahead-next New ~ontroversial· Phil Donahue show a satellite bridge from Siberia to the
Year's Eve.' . ;.< . :., airing about the same. time. That screen in' the Moscow square. went

The satellite.hookupnever materi- show linked Seattle and Soviet awry, but that Soviet news officials,
alized because Soviet-sponsors had audiences. pleased with the airing of the Juneau
technical problems meeting' the New "W~ did not want to invite any tape, have agreed' to try the
Year's Eve date, said Juneauresi- political statements at all," said Greg U.S.-&viet Space Bridge again 1£ .the
dent .Dixie; Belch~r,; a member i.of Pease,' station development director. technical problems are solved. :
Alaska Performing Artists for Peace' "We weren't aware of the .Phil/ :She.deplored -the < f'lncredible-
and:~n~:.organiz~r of the event~ '.. Donahue.show until two weeks from breakdown in·' communications' and
.Belche.~. re~ed ill. FebruaI)':f.rom. the date of the event." the images 'we: have of. eachother,"
;:the'SOVlet Union, where shesatd a:;i'e'" •.. '., .'.' . . Many :citizens, -Native .,;and ..non-
·:tape'of the Juneau celebration-finally . .The focus of the. program, was Native, '.,have incomprehensible' at-
made Itonto local airwaves and .was ,-_shar~~ -cUltural. perl?rman.ce, and titudes toward each other because of
warmfy received. ' ~:'. " ~':. 'pro;Vlding a speCIal.wmdow~betw~e9natioRaL boundaries,Belcher said
, .Artists 'fQr Peace joined" with holiday ~elebrants m both ~o.1,1lltr~es"after, returning from the Soviet
KTOO~tV'rofficials':;.and :Alascom:, Pease saId. Other KT09 offICIalsand .Union. ,,~, " . '
crews December 1985 in Juneau to corporate and commwuty sponsors of She accompanied several .. Chevak
promote the planned ro:.minuteSpace'·' the Spa.c~ Bridge also. stressed· the Eskiplo dancers and afilnunaker. on
'Bridge _'which featured Southeast ,non-pohtlcal nature. of,!he. New a tour of.several areas,~while_setting
artiSts' as"weIf'as' Eskimo dancers . Year's Eve eve~t. . _ ~-::-C:" upa. cultural exchange .with ,Soviet
whose Native SOViet'cotinterpartS liv~~' :00 the final ~-hour.: ~pe,,:that artists for next fall. Tht:i-filmmakeris .
In ~iberia;'~ ",.' '.. c' ,: aired on .two SOYJ.etteleViSIon pro- taking footage for a "one-hour docu-

mentary focusing on ,the exchange
and the similarities, between Eskimos
in Siberia and Alaska, she said.
"It would be a picture ·of a people
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"By LESLIE MURRA Y-:" .'
The Juneau Empire

A satellite "space bridge" with
Juneau on one end and Moscow on
the other .will allow people in both
cities to wish each other a Happy
New Year - or, as it is said in Rus-
sian, "S Novim Godom." ": ' ':.'

Juneau's public television station,
KT00-TV, and the Moscow News, a

'weekly newspaper in the Soviet capi-
tal, are working together to' organize •
the live people-to-people broadcast.

'The entire broadcast will last
about 40 minutes, with 15 to 20 min-
utes of live programming from ·each
of the two locations.
On the Moscow end of the bridge,

the show will be seen at midnight in
.that city, as Muscovites welcome the
new year. The live greeting from the
people of Alaska will be aired' on a
seven-story-tall television screen on
Kalinsky Prospect, one of Moscow's
major streets. . ,. :

On the Juneau end of the bridge,
the show will originate from. the
eighth-floor lobby of the State Office
Building at noon Tuesday.

'While those in Juneau watch the

:the"'sta~ .networks will carry the
, New Year's show has not yet been

_/ determined ..
InMoscow, viewers will be able to

watch only the huge: television
, screen, said KTOO general manager
.Don Rinker. He said the show is like-
ly;~ be taped-In Moscow, however,
for showing again later in some man-ner. . ,.

Besides ,New Year's greetings
. from the crowd in Juneau, the Ju-
"neau end of-the bridge will broadcast -
live performaneesby' Sitka's New
Archangel Dancers, the Chevak

'.;.Dancers,' the Savoonga Comedy
.Players, :a Russian peace song sung ,
'by a choir" ofIoealresldents, and a '
segmenton 'the RUssian era in 'Alas-

'.ka history.' -,;',, '" '. .
. "Ariyone' who wishes to learn the

"J peacesong in English and Russian
L..- --; __ .......; .....:.;;'-----J. .and sing" it' during the broadcast

¢. -.. should attend rehearsal at 3:30 p.m.
worked out. ing offered' to' the statewide Sunday at Northern Light United
In addition to airing the show on a LearnAl~s~a educational network Church. The song - "May There AI-

screen at the State Office Building, and to the state's Rural Alaska Tele- .ways Be Sunshine" - is not difficult
the program will be carried live over vision Network (RATNET) and may and sheet music will be available,
KT00-TV, a station spokesman said .. be carried around,the state on cable' said Dixie: Belcher, chairwoman Qf

He said the broadcast also is be- television. Whether either or both of - Continued on Page 12

• I ""'~:,. ,....
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TV 'summit' Ilnks Seattle, Moscow
.' . • -~ . : ;'. ",." I >-'

By RENEE SCHOOF
The Associated Press ,

SEATTLE - Marilyn O'Reilly was delighted with
the job offer: Go to Leningrad .and Seattle and find
about 350 ordinary people willing to talk about United
States-Soviet relations on television. . ".

'. Talk show host Phil Donahue will host the pro-
gram Sunday in Seattle, linked by satellite with his
Soviet counterpart, Vladimir Pozner, in Moscow. The
one-hour show will give 176 people from each country
a chance to talk with each other.

The program is produced by the Documentary
Guild, an independent producer' in Massachusetts.
The satellite will link studios at KING-TV, an NBC
affiliate in Seattle, and Gosteleradio, which is Soviet

television. . _'. ~ !i'

. The' program will be shown at various times on
TV stations across the United States and the Soviet
Union. ,'. ' ..:. ({

Earlier this month, O'Reilly.jreelancing for.M.ul~.
timediaEntertainment,. Donahue's production com- .

. pany, arid twoco-workers spent a week each in-Seat- .
tle and Leningrad selecting the participants. .'

In Leningradthe Soviets gave the Americans free .
rein to choose the audience, O'Reilly said in a tele-.
phone interview from Chicago,;, '.'.. \", ;.?"
In a factory, for example, she was/told she could'

interview anyone as a' prospective participant.' The ..
workers were surprised, she said. "I could tell they,
didn't know that I would be there." .. , c .: ',

celebration on Kalinsky Prospect,
those . in Moscow will watch the
events going on at the State Office
Building., .

. As of this morning, details of the
unique' broadcast were still being



Seattle-Moscow 'summit' ...
"! "•.• j" ..'":" "~'; . .:

Colltinued from Page V people in the Soviet Union earlier set up the complex, connections
'Alaska Performing' Artists' for this year, while traveling in that which will beam the show from Ju-

Peace, country" neau to Alascom's satellite, then
She said the broadcast from Mos- "Alaska is close to the Soviet across the Lower 48 and up to Intel-

cow, 'in addition to greetings from Union, historically and culturally, as sat, the European satellite, then
the crowd, will include a 150-voice well as geographically," said, Behr, across Europe to Moscow.
choir singing an American peace "The Soviet people understand and Several companies are contribut-
song, a performance by a Russian welcome the unique role Alaska can ing' transportation and' lodging to
dance troupe, and, a performance by , play in building better relations be- bring the, Sitka" .Chevak and
an Eskimo troupe from Amadyr, in tween the U.S. and Soviet Union." Savoonga troupes from their commu-
Siberia. 'In arranging the special broad- nities to Juneau for the live broad-

Belcher said the Juneau crowd al- cast, KT00-TV officials have worked cast. Contributing companies include
so will greet the Muscovites with "S closely with Gosteleradio, the state Alaska Nrlines, Sheffield ,Hotels,
Novim ',Godom, Moskva,".; which committee for television and radio in Mountain Air of Sitka and Ryan Air
means Happy New Year, Moscow. the Soviet Union, and with the Mos- of Nome.
'Greetings also are planned in Eng- cow News. The weekly newspaper is Chevak is located about 100miles
lish and Yupik. .: " .,,' :: ;',;,'--' published in more than five Ian- northwest of Bethel. savoonga is on

The broadcast from Juneau will guages and distributed in more than St. Lawrence Island in, the Bering ,
inaugurate the huge television 100countries. ' , _ Sea. .
screen on Kalinsky Prospec!, which, ,_Rinker .today said the eoordina- 'KT00-TV and KT00-FM staff
~as ,been erected for .the Umted Na- : tion problems. "have beenImmense and volunteers with Artists for Peace
bo.ns Year o~Peac~, m 1986~B.&~her;Uand.:~till are immense. But we are also have been donating time toward
,satd the Soviet Umonpl~ to~t ;Up:~::100:~cent go' on this." He said he the New Year's broadcast. '
'~r~~, elsewhere, for. 'tele~lOn;". knows ot no othersimilar effort for -.;!'All the people involved in this.c-
events;to pro~o,te~!ter mt~rn~ti~n~;,;'the<New<Ye*;'goirig -on 'anywhere the "production staff" .the manage-
al understanding, " <, ' ,;.' else'In the world.and American tele- ment staff, Dixie and her groupv-

In a prepared. st~te~~t,.KTOO, ~ Vision networks, have already ex- have given up their: time during the
~ener~ manager R.inkeriSaId the pressed)minterest ,in' the" Juneau- holidays to do it. They're the ones
Idea for the space bridge began as a Moscow space bridge>.', ',' making, this a go; It's' a people-to-
proposal to KT00-TV· fromAlaska ", ':,;:,:, ~":!,' . ,'; people thing, rather than govern-
Performing Artists for Peace, which , ',~, One key to trur·~tlort has 'been 'a ment to government, " Rinker said.
willtour Siberia this summer -along -commitment from, Alascorri to pro- He said that as of this morning,
with the Savoonga and .Chevak Na-. vide .Iree use of its .facilities. everything was ready on the Moscow
tive perfoiming troupes:,';' :,'," " ," Alascom"also is paying for:..interna- side of the broadcast, except a final

,Artists' for Peace members Greg tional satellite charges for this end of sign-off on expenditures for satellite
Pease, who is KTOO's development ,the program. time for that end of the show. Rinker
director, and Marty Behr, owner ora "It's, my understancUng that saidKTOO also is awaiting fmal
Juneau-based tourcompariy;· sug- Alascomhas 15 people working on word on what entertainment will be
gested ,the; two-way broadcast, early, this, Th~y've made a substantial con- provided from Moscow.
this month.\,. ,,' '""' , tribution of people, anlJ time," Rinker' .Rinker, said,"Every piece of pa-

Behr made the initial contacts said. ' , per we've received to date indicates
with officials und communications Technicians are now working to it's all on."



Soviets u lug
'space bridge'
Local show will still go on;
statewide broadcast planned

By LESLIE MURRAY
The Juneau Empire

At least half the show will go on,
though the Moscow portion was can-
celed without explanation early this
morning by officials in the Soviet
Union.

The show was to be a New Year's
Eve two-way television "space
bridge" between Juneau and Mos-
cow, featuring people-to-people
greetings. and cultural perform-
ances. This end of the bridge was -
and still is - being organized by
KTOO-TV, Juneau's public television
station.

KTOO spokesmen said this morn-
ing that although just about every-
thing was in place for the space
bridge, they received word at 3 this
morning, Juneau time, that the Mos-
cow end of the bridge was called off.

Peter Frid, KTOO assistant gen-
eral manager, said he was informed
of the cancellation by representa-
tives of the Moscow News, a weekly
newspaper circulated international-
ly. KTOO had been working With the
Moscow News as its primary contact
in .arranging for the unique Jrrcad-
cast.

Frid said he assumes the decision
not to give the final OK was made by
officials of Gosteleradio.. the state
committee for television and radio in
the Soviet Union. He said there was
no reason given for the cancellation.

He said there was a reason given
for the lateness of the cancellation,
however. The Soviet official who had
to sign-off on satellite charges on the
Moscow end of the bridge had been
delayed in returning to the Soviet
Union from India.

After being notified of the cancel-
lation, "we wondered if we did some-
thing wrong" in working out the
complex arrangements for the show,
Frid said. But after KTOO checked
with the U.S. State Department and
others who have been involved in
similar efforts, "we found out that
was not the case. The State Depart-
ment and the others said we had fol-
lowed the appropriate procedures."

Don Rinker, KTO<>-TV general
manager, reported that State De-
partment officials said the Soviet
cancellation without explanation "is
pretty typical."

"There was a chance this could
happen," Rinker said. "It's not like
picking up the phone and calling
PBS, or NBC, or CBS."

Although the broadcast to and
Moscow won't occur, Frid said

KTOO still plans to broadcast the Ju-
neau end of the special program here
and throughout Alaska.

As first planned, the show will
still originate at noon Tuesday from
the State Office Building lobby. Noon
in Juneau is midnight in Moscow,
when people there will welcome the
New Year.
It will be aired live over KTOO-

TV. Frid said other public television
stations in Alaska and the Rural
Alaska Television Network
(RATNET) have been offered the
program, but all had not responded
as of this morning.

Originally planned to last about 40
minutes, including the Moscow en-
tertainment portion, the Alaska-only
show will last 30 minutes, Frid said.
He said some of the acts will be ex-
panded.

The show will feature live per-
formances by the New Archangel
Dancers of Sitka and the Savoonga
Comedy Players from St. Lawrence
Island in the Bering Sea. It also will
feature a tape of the Chevak dancers
from northwestern Alaska, provided
by .public tele-vision station KYUK in
Bethel.

Frid said a chorus singing a Rus-
sian peace song also will perform. as

Continued on Page 12

KTOO's Don Rinker



uneau 'space bridge' ...
Continued from Page 1

originally scheduled. The chorus is
being organized by Dixie Belcher,
chairwoman of Alaska Performing
Artists for Peace.

Frid said the chorus of local resi-
dents also is learning a Siberian song
for the occasion.

Alaska Performing Artists for
Peace and the Native troupes are
scheduled to tour Siberia this sum-
mer. The artists' organization first
suggested that KTOO try for a New
Year's space bridge as a people-to-
people link for better international
understanding.

Other events Tuesday will include
some brief presentations on Alaska-
Russian history, and a short greeting
from state Rep. Mike Miller, D-Ju-

neau.
Frid said the companies that had

agreed to help cover expenses of the
space bridge are continuing their
commitment, even though the Mos-
cow portion has been called off.

He said Alascom will continue to'
provide use of its Alaska facilities,
technical assistance and pay satellite
charges. The long-distance commu-
nications company had provided
staff and money to arrange for the
technical links with the Soviet Union.

Alaska Airlines, Sheffield Hotels,
Mountain Air in Sitka and Ryan Air
in Nome are still contributing air
transportation and lodging for the
entertainers, Frid said.

"We're still very positive about
the fact we have the talent here and

have a very good program," Frid
said. "It shows the breadth of cultur-
allegacy in Alaska.

Volunteers from KTOO-TV,
KTOO-FM, Artists for Peace and
others in the community have
worked on putting the show together.
"The people involved are still ex-
cited - and happy we're pursuing
it," Frid said.

The Moscow end of the space
bridge was to have included per-
formances by a Soviet choir, Eskimo
dancers from Siberia and other cul-
tural presentations live from
Kalinsky Prospect; one of Moscow's
major streets. The show was to have
inaugurated a seven-story-tall televi-
sion screen on the street, erected for
the United Nations Year of Peace in
1986.
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Peace programgoes on~ithoutSoviet.Uqion '<>.
. '. .' '. ,:' ".. ". .' .' I ' . .. :~••;.' .~:',:' •..~c . - . ..

By LESLIE MURRAY . • ,·,,:thro~gh~ut ~b, and will be liioadcastlt8 tonight oil;
.. 1beJuneaaEmpire". .KTOO-TV.':.":, . ·.C' ,. 1[;<'0 . ...~.'

The .seund of hundreds of voices singing •songs .of .. The savoonga' Comedy Players, from .St. Lawrenee'
peace swelled throughout the State Office Building atri-.Island in the Bering Sea, kicked off the show with'10
urn today, 'followed '-by a shout of ~ell'wishes to minutes of hilarity; spoofing seal, walrus and polar bear
Muscovites who didn't hear it . . . '" hunters and throwing in a simulated "blanket toss'.' lor .'.

;The refrain of one song was simple, and written by a . the delight of the crowd, 'Which inclUded many childreii' .'
6-year-oldboy·, in the .Soviet Union many ,years:ago: " . Sitka's :New Archangel Dancers, refl~ the ~
"May there always be sunshine, may there always be .sian~ra history of Alaska, performed ·two·folk ~_
blue skies, may-there always be mama, may there al- with aCrobatics,',to ·th~·band-clappmgrh~ of .the··
waysbeme~" .':,,-,;.~':":: . :it,;;; . .. . . crowd,;.;:" .: ~:.,', ... ,' f.::; .. _~~~ , ';;~~ .

,A ~voice choir, mostly children; sang theretrain.in .,;·Taped portions or theprogram fea~ed:~Cliey:aI(
,Eng~i< wbil~several hundred others in the atriwn ech- dancers ,from northwestern.Alaska and vtgI1~.:'.pn
oedit m Russian;, .. ;r,·;·., ,~,: ",f" ";,.;;' •.• ';~ ~ Russian-Alaska~tory."., :'~;' . ," ,,:~Tl~.f.;','·,!.:,~.
, .It was all ,part of the Juneau end of a.two-way televi- ·.The community sing was led by Dixie Belche(,C!llair~ ..
sion '.'space bridge" that only happened on one end,af~. woman of Alaska Perfonmng Artists for Peace, with aC-:'
~r officials in the Soviet Union ~y Monday morning . companiment by Iigroup of local folk.musiciaDs':'Among ,
canceled the other end, planned for Moscow at midnight " those joining in .on the sing 'were the MOUnt J~eau'
on New Year'~ Eve. ,-; " I " ;";,: ,: '"'' ,.~ ',;'. ...-' TlingitDancers, most of the 'Auk-Quon tribe of J~u,

..' But the exuberance ..on.5the Juneau end 'seemed. ,', . in Nativ.e costume. .'~.' <". ·'·'!f:·.-;>;'
,tuidampened by the cancellation. At the noon-hoUr 'cele. :f ,'. Troupe Jeader RosaMilleI: said the hats worn ))y,the
bration heretodaYi' ,t was .obviously. the thought that group were a throwback to the era when RussiaD'Sch~ '.
counted. '. . ·~f~i ners plied, local waters. The bats worn by the RUssian

'. Program host Tom, Jensen,,·Alascom. public affairs sailors were admired by the .tribe, which adopt4;d ~.
directOr,' noted that 'l~ is the.·V~ted Nations '-Intern8-' , -style, she said. ';";.' ," ': .. " :}.~,
tional Year of:Peace;timdthe spaee bridge '""~whether.. .,KTOO spokesmen said the satellite link to the'Soviet.
on~nded or:two-ended :-was offered in that spirit. .' .' Union was kept open until the very last moment.;" '. 't"

. Regarding'·the Soviet cancellation, he said, UUnfortu- . Alascom donated its Alaska facilities, staff and satel-
nately, ,a:unique 9Pportunity·was lost, though we hope ,lite charges to the space bridge effort, arid kept the.'iat-
only for the present time~"¥t~~:~:>?~}d;':>: ct'- . 'ellite lines open to Moscow throughout ~eprogram:jiiSt

The '-30-D1;inuteJuneau:Pl'9gram' was produced 'by in case Soviet officials decided to change their decision
KTOO-TV"tthe local public television stlltion, with volun- at the-last minute, said KTOO-TV assistant manag~.
teer support from Alaska Performing Artists for Peace, Peter Frid. .-- !. "'..' T·<.o· ;, \<:,
KTOO-FM, Alascam and other corporate supporters, Frid said Soviet officials were contacted to tell them
and other community residents. . : ~ :;" ,th,at th~show:C()uld ~sent via, satellit~;up_~, ~J~~

Jensen. said .the p~am was' being aired 'live'" ." . Cootinued Oil Page 16 -

'Ala ka brl·dg' e' ,Legere,s-aid'KTOO will send'along with Behr gifts -. S.. ..'. " ".".•'. • mugs~ '·T-shirtS·;l.: 'to 'those' in the Soviet Union "who
work~ with KTOO In tryiilg to arrange 'for the. two,.way

. .Continued from Page 1 .. live program. ,". . . .
possible seCond. They asked the officials to send a Telex .' The Moscow::.end of the ,two:.way program originally
if they changed their minds. Frid said that as of late tltis' .planned was to have iilaugurated a seven-story-tall tele-
mornmg, nosuch message had been received. vision screen in that City; ereCted for the International,
'. KTOO spokesmen have reported that in declining the Year of'. Peace. En~rtainment from Moscow was to i
inal go-ahead for the Moscow-Juneau program, Soviet have inCIudooan EskinlQ troupe from Siberia, RuSsian
fficials gave no reason. . . . dancers and~-a---choir.also singing peace songs - all a

KT00-FM manager Bill Legere said Marty Behr, a complemen(tO'the Juneau"program. _..'
member of Alaska Performing Artists for Peace, plans The midnight celebration from ¥oscowwas to origi-
to visit the Soviet Union in January and at that time nate from. Kalinsky Pros~t; one of Moscow's major
hopes to talk to the contact. people there as to why the streets. I ':. . . . ." .

Moscow portion was canceled. The artists' group, which Transportation;to Juneau and lodging for the Sitka
originally suggested the space bridge concept to KTOO, and Savoonga performers was donated by Alaska Air-
will perform this summer in Siberia, along with the lines, Sheffield Hotels, Ryan Air of Nome and Mountain
Savoonga and Chevak troupes. Air of Sitka.
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Savoonga ...
Continuedfrom Page.1 Eskimo stories, the troupe gets

Three years ago, the group laughs everywhere.
played in Juneau, Haines and Skits about such generations-
Gustavus as part of a swing old activities as seal hunting fea-
through Southeast Alaska. ture the use of traditional items

Noongwook said the women like harpoons and Eskimo drums.
like to perform outside Savoonga, But modern goods like black-
a Siberian Yupik village of about framed eyeglasses and pantyhose
500people on St. Lawrence Island are just as likely to pop up in the
west of Nome. But there is a routines.
catch. "We take some traditional sto-

"Sometimes people tell us to ries, but we make them funny,"
pay our own way, but we don't Noongwooksaid.
have the money to do that," Other skits in the group's rep-
Noongwooksaid. "If they pay our ertoire touch on the traditional
travel, we will go." Eskimo blanket toss, Eskimo

When they hit the road, the dance, and whale and polar bear
players take a special and differ- hunting. If the original stories had
ent brand of humor with them. a message, the versions per-
Mixing slapstick with traditional formed by the_Savoonga players

add another. - laughter.
Noongwooksaid the group nev-.

er worries about audience re-
sponse as it is performing.

"No, we never think about
that, we just do it," she said.

A Juneau woman who is lead-
ing the group bound for Siberia
next summer said she picked the
Savoonga Comedy Players as
part of the traveling ensemble for
two reasons.

They are related - at least
through ancestors - to Siberian
Eskimos, and they offer a unique
message through performance.

"The difference is, they are
funny, and people need to laugh,"
said Dixie Belcher, chairwoman
of Alaska Performing Artists for
Peace.

Arctic humor
Savoonga group brings smiles
to audiences around Alaska

By BRUCESCANDLING
The Juneau Empire

From a makeshift stage in the
State Office Building, the comedy
troupe worked quickly through a
1O-minuteperformance of skits.
Hundreds of onlookers howled in
unison. ~There was a uniqu twist to
this kind of-humor, ho ever. It
wasn't political satire that had the
crowd laughing, or the raunchy
one-liners that have made so
many American comics rich and
famous.

Instead, Juneau residents were
laughing at a sort of offbeat Eski-
mo slapstick offered by a seven-
member band of performers
known as the Savoonga Comedy
Players.

Their performance Tuesday in
Juneau was to be part of a two-
way satellite "space bridge" be-
tween the Capital City and Mos-
cow. Because of a last-minute de-
cision by the Soviets to pull out of
the project, however, the perfor-
mance was not beamed overseas.

But the Savoonga Comedy
Players took it all in stride. If all
goes well, they will still get the
chance to perform next year for
Soviet citizens - as part of an
Alaska-based touring troupe
bound for Siberia.

Not bad, for a group of
Savoonga women who took to the
stage in their village more than 10
~ears ago for a supposedly one-
time performance to raise money
for a local children's program.

"We were just Head Start par-
ents trying to raise money for the
Head Start program," said 58-
year-old Kathy Noongwook,
spokeswoman for the comedy
group.

"We played the SavoongaWal-
rus Carnival, only one time we
were going to do it" she said.
"But the mayor c~me to my
house the next year and asked if
we coulddo it again."

The group agreed, and the
rest, so to speak, is history.

Since that unlikely start, the
Savoonga Comedy Players have
been invited to perform all around
Alaska. Noongwook said the
group has played at several Alas-
ka Federation of Natives conven-
tions ~ Anchorage, and has
played In Fairbanks, Palmer and
other areas off the state.

The Savoonga players - there
are 10in all, but only seven made
the recent trip to Juneau - have
toured villages in the Bristol Bay
area and also performed in Cana-
da at Frobisher Bay. '

Continuedon Page 12



OPINIO
A Christian look at
Spacebridge, Beyond War

MONDAY. MARCH 10. 1986

De.r Editor:
Dixie Belcher wrote a very posi-

tive letter of thanks to the communi-
ty for supporting the efforts of the
Spacebridge project and for the

. World Beyond War group tour and
cultural exchange with Russian
groups during this year. I believe
that the group from Alaska is to be
commended for its efforts to bridge
cultural gaps with the Russian pe0-
ple. Dixie stated in her letter that the
group was clearly not a political
group.

Basically, my differences with the
group are philosophical rather than
with the goodwill action in and of it-
self. I have for the last year been in
the midst of quite a bit of soul-
searching and thought on where my
priorities are in the area of bringing
"peace" into the broken world we all
live in. As a Christian in a main-line
Protestant denomination, I feel a re-
sponsibility to understand my
"roots" in the Christian church as
well as my Jewish heritage. I also
have a strong commitment to faith in
the salvation of Jesus Christ.

As a Christian I am called to
serve and grow spiritually and this
often means suffering with the im-
perfections in myself and in other
people around me. The church in
which I am part has. a strong mis-
sions ministry to the Third World
and is strong in its social gospel. We
have been strongly' criticized by
more conservative Christian denomi-
nations who accused us often of be-
ing socialistic in our views and un-
committed to fundamental teachings
in the Bible. The unfortunate truth is
that my denomination is filled with
pew warmers on Sundays who do not
know their roots, Biblical history, de-
nominational story or have any idea
where they are in their relationship
with God.

Nevertheless, we open our doors
to all people and, consequently, are
very diverse. Though this church is
diverse, we do have Jesus Christ at
the center and we do believe that in
the world of today dialogue must be-
come an alternative to more hostile
ways of relating to other human be-
ings of other countries, races,
creeds, etc. One way to recognize a
mature believer among us is by how
well a person is sincerely able t9 rec-
oncile differences with other broth-
ers and sisters and bow well a person
can apply the words of Christ, "love
your enemies." Of course, we all
mess up royally at times, but that is
why we have Christ at our center to
help us. The strongest among us are
those who have very strong prayer
lives.

There are many religions in this
world today, as well as secular phi-
losophies. One of the advantages we
have in this country is the freedom to

.choose from a large smorgasbord of
belief systems. World Beyond War
stems from a secular philosophy.
The roots of this philosophy and its
beliefs, goals, dreams and oresunoo-

.DOONESBURY
. ,

THe 1N1CI?VICIU's
CW? 8/NTASTIC!

\

sitions can be found in the Humanist the poor, the prisoner; the downtrod-
Manifesto I and Humanist Manifesto den, the helpless and homeless, the
II, edited by Paul Kurtz in 1933 and hungry in His arms with the convict-
1973. In the study of the Manifesto II ing light of love looking in my face.
one can become acquainted with its The hardened heart will not see His
17 propositions, which can be divided l presence.
into six main groups of religion, phi- May God's light and wisdom be
losophy, mankind, society, one-world with you, Dixie, as you tour Russia.
government and science. World Be- Sincerely.
yond War, here in Juneau, is made Sh.ron K. Cooper
up of people from a variety of back- 8317 A.pen Ave.
grounds, religious beliefs and some
who embrace an atheistic viewpoint.
The organization does not affiliate it-
self with any traditional religious
group . exclusively. The common
goals and dreams are shared by a
group of people who want to actively
pursue ways of bridging gaps be-
tween people of other nations and
cultures outside the United States.

Many people in our Western socie-
ty are turning to the idea of "one
world government" as a solution to
the problems of mankind. What this
means is transcending the. limi.ta·
tions of. national sovereignty and
moving toward a world community
in which allparts of the human fami-
ly can participate. Many believe that
war is obsolete and that the use of,
nuclear, biological and' chemical
weapons must be completely dis-
solved. We must free ourselves from
human exploitation of natural re-
sources and pollution of the environ-
ment. Many are now in America de-
claring that world poverty must
cease. World Beyond War is certain-
ly attracting those who want to see
change in the depressing human situ-
ati.onNOW.. .

Every good deed, every action of
goodwill that is done by any human
being, the God of all is pleased with
that good deed or action. However, it
is evident by looking around us that
human beings have not made the
choices that are long term life giving
choices on this planet. We have our-

~

ves in quite a mess indeed. I per-
s ally believe that only a life which
ha been transformed by the power
of the Holy Spirit and whose will has
been surrendered to the Lord Jesus
Christ and whose hearts have been
transformed by unconditional love
and forgiveness as well as towards
living the life of a disciplined believ-
er, can have an eternal life-giving ef-
fect on human beings ..

The traditional Christian church
does not have the best track record.
It is divided and broken. The world
sees our ineptness because we are a
reflection of what human beings are.
It is the invisible that makes us
great. It is the invisible power of a
resurrected Christ that is so strong,
stronger than an atom bomb, that
holds us together. It is a power which
envelopes all of creation totally and
fully in unconditional love and which
judges us for all we could have done'
to bring life on this planet, but didn't.
The church is far beyond war and is
connected with the Prince of Peace,
hypocrites and saints. Our story is
the story of the human family. The
story of Christ is the story of God. He
will indeed return. Will I be able to
face him? That is really the question.
... He will be holding the crippled,

ter, and hopefully the others which
may follow from other concerned
riders, will be greatly appreciated
from those of us who are waiting to
see Don added as a full-time driver.

Very Sincerely You ...
Meli ... Mu.eth
P.O. Box 453
June.u.99802

Show of support for
a favorite bus driver

Now's the time for
a nuclear test ban
De.r Editor:

The Juneau Empire has not yet
Editor'. Note: A copy of the follow- printed the news about recent con-

ing letter to John Kern, head of Capital gressional action on a nuclear weap-
Transit, was submitted for publication. ons comprehensive test ban (CTB).
De.r Sir: Perhaps this letter will help us all to

It has come to my attention that realize its importance.
an excellent bus driver is being de- For almost 30 years, our presi-
prived of a promotion due to his need dents have sought an end to nuclear
to take sick leave in order to support testing as a first step in halting the
his wife when their son is sick. As arms race - until President Reagan.
you already know, I am speaking of Now, the Soviet Union. has refrained

'Don Barletta. If you have ever rid- from testing any nuclear weapons
den his bus when he has been on du- for over eight months, challehging
ty, or if you have spoken to his regu- the seriousness of President Rea-
lar passengers, you will find that he gan's dream of a nuclear weapon
is a very favored driver to the public. free world. General Secretary Gor-
I once had the honor of riding to bachev has recently indicated that
work with him every morning from on-site inspection is negotiable as
Lemon Creek on the express and I well. What has been our president's
used to leave work late in order to response? In that same eight months
catch his bus home again at night. the U.S. government has conducted
Unfortunately for me and the other seven nuclear tests and has shown no
regulars, he was changed to another sign of stopping.
route. I am sure that the people on Now Congress is taking charge.
his current route realize what an ex- On Feb. 26, the House of Representa-
cellent driver he is and a wonderful tives approved a resolution, 268 to
person in general. He is a very con- 148, urging the president to resume
siderate person, going out of his way immediately negotiations with the
to wait an extra minute for a regular Soviet Union on a CTB. The Senate .
who isn't at the stop, but running sent the same message in 1984, vot-
down the road a ways to catch him. ing 77-22 for speedy resumption of

I would like to point out to you CTB talks. Congress is now on record
that Don is not responsible for his in overwhelming support of these ne-
son's delicate health. The boy was gotiations: the people want a test
born with collapsed lungs and now ban agreement and they want it
every time he catches a cold, accom- soon. ,
panied by a light fever, he can have Unfortunately, our Rep. Don
respiratory seizures. When the boy is . Young voted against this resolution.
sick this requires constant care for In the past Rep. Young has opposed
him at home. Since no human can be this type of treaty because the Sovi-
expected to watch a boy 24 hours a ets would not allow on-site inspec-
day for three to five days at a time, it tion. We should all inquire why he
is only natural to realize that Don, as now opposes it. Is it to protect 'the
a parent, must help his wife take Star Wars nuclear pumped X·ray la-
care· of the boy. In order to do this, ser defensive weapon development?·
he must stay from work every other Are Don Young and Ronald Reagan
day while the boy is sick. Because of willing to dismiss out of hand these
this call to be a parent, he is appar- two gestures from the Soviet Union?
ently being held back from promo- An enforceable, verifiable com-
tion to a full-time job. The decision is prehensive ban on all nuclear weap-
being appealed through the state Hu- ons would be in everyone's best in-
man Rights Commission. terest. It would limit the spread of

This letter is an appeal to you to . nuclear weapons to additional na-
please grace the people of Juneau tions. Itwould limit the supe~'Y~rs'
with Don as a full-time bus driver. development of new, destabilizmg
Not to do so would never fulfill the weapons. It would bring us closer to
capacity Don can donate to his job. 'realizing a world free of nUcle~r
This, as an open leller, is also an ap- weapons. If your read~rs think It IS
peal to Don's regular riders both now time to have President Reagan
past and current, to come out 'of the follow ~he will of Congress, perhaps
closet and support Don as a bus driv- they WIll call (202) 46$-1414 or write
er and a person. Mr. Kern, I would to the White House Office .. 1600 Penn-
like you to realize that this letter will sylvania Ave. NW., Washmgton D.C.,
come as a surprise to Don, too, for I 20500.
have not spoken to him in over six Sincerely you ..
months, not having had the pleasure D.vid A. Spence. M.D.
to ride his bus. Box 1034

Your full consideration to this let- June.u. 99802

BY GARRY TRUDEAU
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, Members, of a .Juneau .cornmu-
"nity choir,' led ,by Dixie 'Belcher
. ,.of the" AI8'ska" Performing
Artists for Peace" prepare a
musical greeting on stage ,In
, front of·,K·TOO·TV came~a~'Just
" before .~noon! ,on,~N'ew" Year's
~:Eve. Ttle~ho'ped:for ,,'c'space
, brldge/' 'a·~telecommunications
Un k betwe e r('tM ose-co"'w""s

".,;Kallnsky .Prospect. street, cele-
-bratlon and Alaskans'~lh Jun·
eau, never materlallzedJ~ecause
the Image never made it to the
Soviet viewers.
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Alaska
artists

).

plan tour
of Russia
By JOHN LINDBACK
Daily News reporter

JUNEAU - A number of
Alaska perfonning artists are
planning a friendship tour of
the Soviet Union they hope
will culminate in the reunion
of some Alaska Eskimos and
their Siberian relatives.
"It looks really good.

We've received enthusiastic
responses from the Soviets,"
said Dixie Belcher of Juneau,
president of the newly fonned
Alaska Perfonning Artists for
Peace.
. The group's plans call for

beginning next August's tour
with performances in Moscow
and continuing with appear-
ances in Soviet' cities along
the Siberian railroad, Belcher
said. The end of the trip
would include a flight to Ana-
dyr, a community on the Sibe-
rian coast where some of the
Eskimo performers could
meet their relatives, she said.

Anadyr is about 8,000miles
east of Moscow,Belcher said.

One of the most difficult
tasks ahead, Belcher said, is
obtaining permission to go as
far east as Anadyr. Foreign-
ers are 'not nonnally allowed
to travel in the far reaches of
Siberia.

The beginning of the Cold
War that followed World War
II put an end to Vi~its. by
Alaska Eskimos to their SIbe-
rian relatives.

"What we're trying to do is
g t into places that have been
closed," Belcher said.

Martin Behr, vice president
of the group, has visited Mos-
cow to talk to .Soviet authori-
ties. A planning group is
scheduled to visit Moscow
again early next year.

Alaska Perfonning Artists
for Peace has asked Terry
Sanders, a filmmaker from
Santa Monica, Calif., to
produce a documentary film

See Page C-3, ALASKANS



,Alaskans plan to tour, perform in Soviet Union next year
I Continued from Page C-1 I
of the tour. They also have
submitted a proposal to the
Public Broadcasting System
to have the documentary
broadcast.

Author James Michener,
former Gov. Jay Hammond
and his wife, Bella, are plan-
ning to accompany the group,
Belcher said. ¥ichener, who
currently is researching a
book about Alaska and the
land bridge that once.connect-
ed the state to Siberia, has
agreed to narrate the docu-
mentary"film, she said. '

The performers planning to

go are:
• Nunamta Yupik Eskimo

Dancers, a group composed of
residents from southwest
AlQ;5kavillages. Directed by
q.huna McIntyre, the group
performed at last year's
American Folklife Fesitval at
the Smithsonian Institution
in Washington, D.C.

• Savoonga Comedy. Play-
ers, a group whose perform-
ances depict the life and leg-
ends of Yupik Eskimos. Their
village is on St. Lawrence
Island, just '15 miles from
Siberia.

• Chevak Players, a group
whose. performances include

extensive audience involve-
ment in legendary Yupik
dances and songs. Directed by -
Josh Weizer, the group is
named for its home village on
the Bering Sea.

• Alaska Folksingers, a Ju-
neau group composed of 25
singers that performs a varie-
ty of upbeat folk and rock
tunes. Belcher is the director.

• Fairbanks Bluegrass
Band, a four-piece band that
was invited to perform typi-
cal American folk music.
Bluegrass music is apparently
popular in Russia, Belcher
sa.i1i.

• Alaska Folk Dancers, a

group of eight dancers direct-
ed by Bruce Bellor of Juneau .
The group will perform and
teac~ squaredancing, line
dancing and other traditional
American footwork.

Costs for the proposed cul-
tural exchange, including ex-
penses for travel, public rela-
tions and the documentary
film, are estimated at $540,-
000. according to a written
proposal assembled by the
Alaska Performing Artists for
Peace. About $190,000of the
total would be paid by partic-
ipants, while fundraising
events and grants are expect-
ed to finance the remainder.



Thursday, November 21, 1985

Inuit group asks Reagan, Gorbachev to lift 'ice curtain'
By JEFF BERLINER
United Press International

President Reagan and Soviet lead-
er Mikhail Gorbachev have been
urged to lift the "ice curtain" that
divides Eskimos in Sibera and Alas-
ka from each other.

A letter sent to the two world
leaders by the leader of an organiza-
tion of Inuits in Alaska, Greenland
and Canada says the cold war has
caused "the separation of our broth-
ers and sisters in Siberia from the
rest of the Inuit world."

Hans-Pavia Rosing, a Greenlander
who is president of the Inuit Circum-
polar Conference, wrote, "For years
we have been trying to establish
contacts across the Bering Strait
between Alaska and Siberia, but so
far without any success. The 'ice
curtain' has been impossible to pene-
trate so far."

.He appealed to Reagan and Gar-
bachev to "consider uniting the sep-
arated Inuit families of the Bering
Strait region and make it possible
for our relatives to take part in the

cultural exchanges" of the ICC.
"Please end the cold war for the

sake of the world's 100,000 Inuit
whom I represent as well as for the
rest of mankind," Rosing concluded.

The contents of his letter were
made public Monday night.

Rosing also told Reagan and Gor-
bachev his organization opposed the
use of Eskimo-inhabited areas for
nuclear activities·.

"A truly cold war is being fought
in the Arctic," he wrote. "Since the
1950s, radar stations, listening posts

and satellite tracking stations have
dotted the ice and snow-covered
landscape near the top of the world.

"And a large number of nuclear-
armed submarines are operating un-
der the protective ice cover of the
polar sea."

The Inuit Circumpolar Confer-
ence, which has been recognized as a
non-governmental organization at
the United Nations, is seeking to
have the world body adopt a policy
calling for a nuclear-free zone in the
Arctic.



Group plans Soviet tour

Artists' Soviet.;'tour OK'd
by SueCross ~ Yupil~,·tradiiionallYa nomadic people, ~
.u.daled P.- traveled back and forth across the frozen Ber-

JUNEAU - The Soviet Union has given an ing Strait ~ the last hundred years or so,
Alaska peace group the go-ahead to set up a Belchef salc£·.They have been'separated for
cultural exchange between Eskimos livingon only a"cOupll~of generations and still sharea
either side of tbe Bering Strait, leaders of tbe language, ~tb9Ugh there are many Yupik dia-
group say. . .' " '. tects, she said.' , , .

Six members of AlaskllPerforming'Artists' 'Five.:'Si!:ierj,anYupiks have been invited to
for Peace, a Juneau-based group, returned join the A~skilns in their Soviet travels.
from an advance trip to Siberia and 'Moscow -: .. ~i-1bet~rjs going to start in the Siberian far
earlier this month. They were told by Sovietof·. east, and, go·.across Siberia and- then to Mos-
ficials they can make a t~ree-week tour of ~e CO\l("!:~I~efliaid. . .
country, tentatively beginning Sept ~"sald '. '.An llia,·:for Sen. Frank M\lTkowski,.R-A-
Dixie Belcher, one of the project' organizers .. ' : .I~~ka~'~i~ the State Department IS trymg to

The trip-Is being ~ponsored:by· the- s,oviet :get.the:·g~p}nto&Ome,areas that are tradi-
Peace Committee, a citizens' group s;mcuoned . uonat Yu~iItoomelands, but which .have been
by tht; Sovietgovernme~t, she ~id, . " ." .. ; <:19~!O ton.Soviets for several decades. Mur-

Thirty Alaska Yupik Eskimos, .Including'< ,ltowsitlai~ Jean Carroll said the Soviet Mmls-
members of three traditional '-performing try of ~ ture is working with other Soviet,
troupes,. will travel wIth a folk chorus that will agencies 0 get the group admitted to the
sing Soviet and American songs, Belcher said. . 1(··. ·.see GJ:OI!P.page A-12

Continued from page A-I

closed cities.
Belcher said Artists for Peace hopes to raise

$5:W,OOO in donations and grants to pay for the
trip.

Half of the money is for a documentary of
the exchange, to be filmed for showing on pub-
lic television .by producer Sind director Terry
Sanders. The film later could be shown to raise
money for more cultural exchanges between
the Soviet Union and United States, Sanders
said in a phone interview from his company,
Am~rican Film Foundation, in Santa Monica,
Callf.

Sanders went on the planning trip to Mos-
cow and said approval to film in the Soviet
Union has to come through different bureau-
cratic channels than does permission to travel

there.
"It's all in the early process of building

trust, explaining the project and getting every-
body comfortable with what the project is,"
Sanders said. "We're in the stages of getting
final permission (to film)."

Belcher and Sanders have invited novelist
James Michener to accompany them and nar-
rate the film.
A spokesman for Michener in Austin, Texas,

said the author considered the invitation, but
does not plan to accompany Artists for Peace.
The group's September travel date conflicts
with a trip he planned to Europe, said John
Kings, one of Michener's associates.

The 79-year-old novelist is recovering from
h~art surgery, and his health also may prevent
him from making the trip, King said. Michener

~.'is writing a book set in the North Pacific.
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Alaska Peace (;,roup Sets Tour of USSR
JUNEAU CAP) - The Soviet Union performing troupes, will travel with a but which have been closed to non- Half of the money is for a

has given an Alaska peace group the go- folk chorus that will sing Soviet and Soviets for several decades: Murkowski documentary of tte exchange,' to be
ahead to set up a cultural exchange American songs, Belcher said. , aide jean Carroll said the Soviet stry of filmed Eor showing on public television
between Eskimos living on either side The Yupik, traditionally a nomadic Culture is working with other Soviet 1 'by producer and director Terry San-
of the Bering Strait, leaders of the people, traveled Rack and forth across agencies to get the group admitted to ders. The film later could be shown to
group say. ' the frozen BeringStralt' until" the last the closed cities. 'raise money for more cultural ex-

Six members of Alaska Performing hundred years orso. Belcher said. They changes between the Soviet Union and
Artists for Peace,a, Juneau-based have been separated for only a couple Belcher said Artists for Peace hopes United States, Sanders said in a phone
group, returned from an advance trip to of generations and still' share, a 'raise $540,000in donations and grants to interview from his company, American
Siberia' and Moscow earlier this month. language, although there are many pay for the trip, Film Foundation, in Santa Monica.
They were told by Soviet officials they Yupik dialects, she said: ' .' .

.-can make a three-week tour of, the 'Five Siberian Yupiks have -been in-
country, tentatively beginning Sep- vited to join the Alaskans in their Soviet
tember 8, said Dixie Belcher, one ofthe travels.. ' ' ' " ,""

, project organizers. ' "The' tour is going to sta~rt :i~,the
The, .trip is being sponsored by the Siberian fareast and go across Siberia

Soviet Peace Comoittee, a citizens and then to Moscow,"Belcher said. .
group sanctioned by the Soviet An aide' for Sen. Frank Murkowski,
government, she said. ' R-Alaska, said the State Department is

Thirty Alaska Yupik Eskimos, in- trying to get the group into some areas
eluding members of three traditional that are traditional Yupik homelands,

~ ~., I' /'
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\.Siberian
.exchange
A~askan"peace group

gets·nod from Soviet Union
By SUE CROSS

Associated Press Writer
JUNEAU (AP) - The SoviefUnion has given an Alaska peace group the

go-ahead to set up a cultural exchange between ESkimos living on either
side of the Bering Strait, leaders of the group say. ' ,

Six members of Alaska Performing Artists: for Peace, a Juneau-based
group, returned from an advance trip to Siberia and Moscow"earlier this
'~9nth: They were told t,lySox\e!lofficialstheycan~ake ~.t!U'etweek '
~~~ecountry"tentatively begirihing Se~mber ~~d D~e¥lcher.,
~f.thepr~ject organizers:, ,> ' " ., '. '- -. ~:' • ", " , • .~w
- .The trip is being sponsored by the Soviet Peace Committee, a Citizens
group Sanctioned by the Soviet govermnent, she said: '. . '

Thirty Alaska Yupik Eskimos, including members' of three traditional
performing troupes, Will travel with a folk chorus that will sing Soviet and
American songs, Belcher said.

The Yupik, traditionally a nomadic people, traveled back and forth
across the frozen Bering Strait until the last hundred years or so, Belcher
said. They have been separated for only a couple of generations and still
share a language, although there are many Yupik dialects, she said.

Five Siberian Yupiks have been invited to join the Alaskans in their
Soviet travels.

"The tour is going to start in the Siberian far east and go across Siberia
and then to Moscow," Belcher said. .

An aide for Sen. Frank ~kowski, R-Alaska, said the State Department
is trying to get the group into some areas that are traditional Yupik
homelands, but which have been closed to non-Soviets for several decades.
Murkowski aide Jean Carroll said the Soviet Ministry of Culture i$ workirig
with other Soviet agencies to get the group admitted to the closed Cities.'

Belcher said' Artists for Peace hopes raise $540,000in donations and
grants to pay for the trip.' ,

Half of the money is for a documentary of the exchange, to be filmed for
showing on public television by producer and director-Terry Sanders. The
film later could be, shown to raise money for more cultural exchanges
between the, Soviet Union, and United States, Sanders said in a 'phone'
interview from his company, American Film Foundation, in Santa Monica,
Calif. '. . '

Sanders went on the planning trip to Moscow and said approval to film in
the Soviet Union has to come through different bureaucratic channels than
does permission to travel there. '

"It's all in the early process of building trust, explaining the project and
getting everybody comfortable with what the project is." Sanders said.'
"We're in the stages of getting final permission (to film)." ,

Belcher and Sanders have invited novelist James Michener to accompany
them and narrate the film. '

A spokesman for Michener in Austin, Texas, said the author considered
the invitation, but does not plan to accompany Artists for Peace. The
group's September travel date conflicts with a trip he planned to Europe,
said John Kings, .one of Michener's associates. .t
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Even the editor-in-chief's spacious room wasn't big enough for this
animated friendship dance performed by Chuna with his friends John
and Teresa Pingayak.

I Photo by Artur RIKKELMAN
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Warm wishes
from a cold •region

I wasworking in the quiet of my room, when my ears caught sounds that
were not exactly usual for our office. Going into the corridor, I found
myself in the centre of a peculiar procession. Its participants wore fur
parkas and trousers, embroidered fur boots, colourful beaded headdres-
ses, and were singing to the accompaniment of a tambourine!
"These are American Eskimos from the Alaska Performing Artists for

Peace group," said Dixie Belcher, its President, as she later introduced
herself. "We know that Gennady Gerasimov, Moscow Hews Editor-in-
Chief, is the only Soviet journalist to have visited the northernmost point of
Alaska, Point Barrow, and we are eager to meet him."
"What differentiates American Eskimos from Soviet Eskimos?" I asked
Chuna Mcintyre of the Yupik tribe, when we entered the editor's office.
"There's practically no difference. Some of our tribes speak the same

languages as Soviet Eskimos.We even still have Russiannames.There are
Russiannames also on the geographical map - the Chichagof or Baranof
islands. According to old Russiantradition we celebrate Christmas on the
night of January 6, and on January 7.
"On New Year's eve," said Dixie Belcher, "We filmed a video cassette

showing how the performing artists and 360 other residents of Alaska went
down to the ice of the Bering Strait to perform a symbolic dance of peace
and unity with the Soviet people. At the end we all sang your 'May There
Always Be Sunshine' song in Russianand English. The cassette is our New
Year's present to you. Next August I'm planning to take a new group to
the Soviet Union - 70 artists from various folklore companies."
"The C.U.S. Public Television ordered for me a film about your country,

the life of the peoples of the North, their meetings with American Eskimos
and their folk pop-session," said Terry Sanders, a Hollywood film director
who accompanied the group of Eskimo artists. "It will be ·telecast in all
50 states of America. I'm sure that the picture will be a success. First,
because there have been .no such films on our film market. Second,
because we'll show positive aspects of our countries. Enough film
describing the negative aspects of our countries has already been shot to
pave a road from Washington to Moscow. Third, and this is the main thing,
ours will be an antiwar picture - meaning that it will leave no one
indifferent. Everyone understands today that in the event of nuclear
holocaust no one will escape its consequences - even those who live in
the most remote parts. Does a nuclear mushroom need a visa?!"
"There is a legend in my country," Chuna Mcintyre rejoined the

conversation. "Once upon a time there was a lake in Alaska that was so
transparent that schools of fish were visible in it. On one occasion it turned
crimson because of the blood shed by the Eskimos' internecine wars. Since
then the lake has become known as Bloody. At that time our ancestors
decided to make peace, and for five hundred years since, we have not
violated it.
"Today Eskimos live partly on Soviet land and partly on American. There

was a time when we used to visit our Soviet brothers across the Bering
Strait on dogsleds in winter and in light boats in summer. But in 1948, the
cold war grew unbearably 'cold'. We were denied the chance to contact
our relatives.
"But who if not us, Soviet and American Eskimos.should get together to

, smoke the "peace pipe" together'? We have brought warmth with us
from the North and we want our heads of state to conclude the samekind
of peace pact as my ancestors did long ago."

Yelena KHAHGA
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Eskimo group plans trek across
Siberia to greet Soviet relatives
United Press International been funded privately. It will be per-

forming across Siberia as part of a
theatrical cultural exchange ratified
at the Geneva summit in November
by President Reagan and Soviet
leader Mikhail Gorbachev,

"The difficult part iii that we
want to go to the shores or'the Bering
Sea,' where the Soviet Eskimos live,
but it's not normally open to tour-
ists," he said. ',

A letter campaign was carried out
in Washington to Soviet Ambassador
Anatoly Dobrinin. In Moscow Behr
met with members of the Soviet
Composers' Union's. Folklore Com-
mission. I

Chuna McIntyre, a performer
from a village near the Bering Sea,
told the audience his interest extend-
ed beyond a cultural exchange, back
500 years when intertribal fighting
threatened to e~tinguish. the Eski-
mos.

"We are here not only to exchange
cultural activities but in the greater
interest of peace between our people.
We Alaskans are your neighbors and
would like to be your neighbors in
peace," he said.

,MOSCOW - A' troupe of 75
American Eskimos will sing and
dance its way across Siberia in Au-
gust on a journey aimed at bringing
together Alaskan Eskimos and their
Soviet relatives, a group spokesman
said Wednesday.

. "We're here to set up a long-term
cultural exchange," spokesman Mar-
tin Behr said.

Behr, who arrived in Moscow on
Jan. 8, brought some members of the
Eskimo group with him on a. two-
week visit to organize the excursion
and said that in August the full group
hopes to meet with some of the esti-
mated 1,500 Eskimos that live'in
northeastern Siberia ..

"There are Eskimo families living
in both countries that are related,
.and they've had little contact since
the Cold War years of the 195Os,"he
said.

Behr emphasized that there will
be no attempt to seek permanent
family reunification.

The group, part of the Alaska
Performing Artists for Peace, has



nds to be raised for.peace bridge
~~Z-7-1q8h

1111 JUlllEAU .....
.A celebration in Juneau will begin

a national campaign to raise funds
for the Alaska-Siberia Peace Bridge,
a project of Alaska Performing Art-
ists for Peace.

Beginning Sept. 8, the Alaskan
group will be the first to travel to the
Soviet Union in a reciprocal cultural
exchange under the 1985Geneva Ac-
cord signed by President Reagan
and Soviet leader Mikhail Gorba-
chev.

Performing Artists will tour' the
Soviet Union for three weeks.

The Peace Bridge kick-off will be
from 4:30 to 7 p.m. Wednesday at the
Capitol Cloakroom at Second and
Seward streets. The public is wel-

Peace group ...
Continued from Page 1

As noted in a Performing Artists
release, the Yupik Eskimos of north-
ern Alaska and eastern Siberia speak
the same language, have the same
cultural heritage and share rela-
tives. Some now living on the Ameri-
can islands of the Bering Sea were
born in Siberia.

Performing Artists "have pledged
themselves to renewing the cultural
bridge between Alaska and Siberia,"
the release says.

Belcher said part of the program
in September will include perform-
ances of the ancient Yupik dances of
the seal Bladder Festival, which she
described as "a welcoming back of
those gone from the village for a long

come.
Contributions also may be sent to

Alaska Performing Artists for
Peace, 1991 Hughes Way, Juneau
99801.

In their fundraising, the group
hopes to "figuratively pave" the two-
mile distance between the Soviet
Union (Little Diomede Island) and
the United States (Big Diomede Is-
land) in the Bering Sea with Ameri-
can currency - which would require
more than 20,000 bills placed end to
end.

The money raised through the
Peace Bridge will help support the
September tour, which will involve
70 performing artists plus 15 other
people.

time. "
Performing Artists organizers

and their counterparts in the Soviet
Union have been working for months
to arrange the exchange, and are
seeking permission for special clear-
ance to visit the Chukotka Peninsula,
where the Soviet Yupiks reside. The
peninsula has been closed for more
than 40 years to any American visi-
tor.

Belcher will go to the Soviet
Union in about two weeks as a guest
of the Novosti Press Agency to work
on tour details and help select 65 Si-
berian performers for the United
States tour next year.

Her co-leader in the exchange ef-

The group inciudes 25 singers and
folkdancers from Juneau, three
troupes of Yupik Eskimo dancers,
singers and comedians, plus other
performers from throughout Alaska.
Five Siberians also will travel with
the Alaska group.

Siberian artists, in turn, will tour
Alaska and other areas of the United
States in 1987. .

Juneau resident Dixie Belcher,
artistic director of the Alaska group,
said besides being the first Ameri-
can-Soviet exchange under the 1985
agreement, the exchange marks "a
re-uniting of the only people common
to both the United States and the S0-
viet Union."

Please turn to Page 14

fort is Gennady Gerasimov, editor in
chief of the Moscow News, who re-
cently was in Juneau as a guest of
Performing Artists. Belcher said a
Soviet board of directors is forming
to work as a counterpart to the ex-
change board of directors here. .

The Performing Artists release
said the group has already received
a $75,000grant from the Alaska legis-
lature, plus grants from other
sources, but still hopes to raise more
funds for their tour. The group is
seeking help from peace groups and
others around the United States.

"We want the Soviets to feel that
the American people sent us " Belch-
er said. "We want our trip to be
proof positive that the average per-
son on the street is thinking about
peace."
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Siberian
exchange

Alaskan peace group
gets nod from Soviet Union

By SUE CROSS
Associated Press Writer

JUNEAU (AP) - The Soviet Union has given an Alaska peace group the
go-ahead to set up a cultural exchange between Eskimos living on either
side of the Bering Strait, leaders of the group say.

Six members of Alaska Performing Artists for Peace, a Juneau-based
group, returned from an advance trip to Siberia and Moscow earlier this
month. They were told by Soviet officials they can make a three-week tour
of the country, tentatively beginning September 8, said Dixie Belcher, one-
of the project organizers.

The trip is being sponsored by the Soviet Peace Committee, a citizens
\ group sanctioned by the Soviet govenunent, she said.

Thirty Alaska Yupik Eskimos, including members' of three traditional
performing troupes, will travel with a folk chorus that will sing Soviet and
American songs, Belcher said.

The Yupik, traditionally a nomadic people, traveled back and forth
across the frozen Bering Strait until the last hundred years or so, Belcher
said. They have been separated for only a couple of generations and still
share a language, although there are many Yupik dialects, she said.

Five Siberian Yupiks have been invited to join the Alaskans in their
Soviet travels .

"The tour is going to start in the Siberian far east and go across Siberia
and then to Moscow," Belcher said.
An aide for Sen. Frank Murkowski, R-Alaska, said the State Department

is trying to get the group into some areas that are traditional Yupik
homelands, but which have been closed to non-Soviets for several decades. -
Murkowski aide Jean Carroll said the Soviet Ministry of Culture is working
with other Soviet agencies to get the group admitted to the closed cities.

Belcher said Artists for Peace hopes raise $540,000in donations and
grants to pay for the trip.
Half of the money is for a documentary of the exchange, to be filmed for

showing on public television by producer and director Terry Sanders. The
film later could be shown to raise money for more cultural exchanges
between the Soviet Union and United States, Sanders said in a phone
interview from his company, American Film Foundation, in Santa Monica,
Calif.

Sanders went on the planning trip to Moscow and said approval to film in
the Soviet Union has to come through different bureaucratic channels than
does permission to travel there.

"It's all in the early process of building trust, explaining the project and
getting everybody comfortable with what the project is," Sanders said.

I "We're in the stages of getting final permission (to film)."
Belcher and Sanders have invited novelist James Michener to accompany

them and narrate the film.
A spokesman for Michener in Austin, Texas, said the author considered

the invitation, but does not plan to accompany Artists for Peace. The
group's September travel date conflicts with a trip he planned to Europe,
said John Kings, .one of Michener's associates.

1991 Hughes Way, Juneau. Alaska 99801 USA Telephone (907) 789-0449; Telex 090 45380





That is, in order to "prevent
war you must prepare for it:'

Turningaway from the
nuclear race topic,
Gerasimov said that the
Soviets are "very well
disposed to Americans. We
have a special feeling for
Americans:' Further, the
Soviets don't have any ter-
ritorial claims over America,
"which cannot be said of
your legislature in Juneau:'

In response to a question,
he said that Soviet citizens
can travel anywhere they
want in the USSR. On the
contrary, he noted, Soviets
cannot travel freely in
America. In order for Soviet
citizens to travel abroad,

. they simply need an invita-
tion, he stated. "There are
thousands of Russians going
abroad to visit relatives:' ~

In the context of In continuing to talk
separate question he note about his country's peace in-
that Alaska is "heavill itiatives, the Soviets moved
militarized:' to counter Third World

In response to anothe countries' arguments that
question, he noted thaf both nations share equal
American correspondents in! responsiblility for the ever-
Moscow are biased. The~ ~??wing a:ms ~ace. USSR of-
don't report what is happen] ficials ~~clde~ 10 March 1~8~
ing, he alleged, but instea~ to test ~merlcan good will
what their bosses want. Th by stopping all nucle~r tests.
majority of U.S. journalist ~.hen the U.S. de~lmed to
in the USSR can't speak th join the moratorlU~, t~e
Russian language and aren't US~R resumed testing 10
acquainted with Russian April. The announcement to
culture. He called Moscow resume tests came a day
correspondents' reports after the u..S. exploded a
"superficial; and added that nuclear devIce. 1,300 . f~et
they rely on interpreters for underground 10 Raimer
the news. .Mesa, 93 miles northwest. of

Las Vegas, Nev. A previus
test had occurred there
March 22.

Gerasimov argued that
the U.S. does not need to
continue its testing to "catch
up" with the Soviets.
"Statistics speak otherwise;'
he argued.

Gerasimov contended fur-
ther that arms testing is
now 99 percent verifiable
with new available
technology.

The editor-in-chief posed a
rhetorical question as to how
countries around the world
will view the U.S: alleged
lack of allegiance to a non-
proliferation treaty signed
in 1969.

On a related note, he said
that Gorbachev believes that
the world's leaders must
stop thinking along "the old
ways" of wartime strategy.

announced Jan. 15.
The plan was labeled a

"fantasy" by Britain's
Margaret Thatcher, he said.
The editor of the state-
owned newspaper with
900,000 circulation, then
ribbed President Reagan for
announcing his "dream" of
wanting to see the world
free of nuclear weapons
within his lifetime.

Referring to Reagan's plan
to create a nuclear weapons
shield over the U.S.,
Gerasimov said that "we are
not concerned with you try-
ing to establish this kind of
shield because we're not go-
ing to attack you in the first
place." He referred to a
USSR pledge made in 1972
to not initiate a first nuclear
strike.

Further, he referred to -
the shield idea as a "pipe
dream:' He argued that
Reagan would not be in a
position to personally
neutralize a nuclear
warhead because that deci-
sion would have to be made
in a matter of seconds. The
decision to activate the
shield would be one
delegated to a subordinate,
contended Gerasimov.

He also criticized the
nuclear sheild idea because
of the reliance on "imperfect
technology:' He cited two re-
cent technological failures as
examples - the destroyed
Challenger spaceship and
the nuclear power plant
disaster in his countr .

s e about American
journalists' dissatisfaction
with the amount of informa-
tion released by the Soviets-
about the recent Chernobyl
nuclear power plant acci-
dent, he explained that
USSR newspapers don't
report in as much detail as
does the U.s. press. "We pro-
vided you with the informa-
tion; he said. But when the
amount of information was
unsatisfactory, "you begin
guessing" the facts. He call-
ed five minutes enough
broadcast time to cover the
story on USSR television
news.

In response to a question
about whether he is a
member of the Communist
Party, he replied that he is a
"card-carrying Communist,
but I left my card at home:'

Asked about whether his
newspaper reports on his na-
tion's "difficulties in
Afghanistan, he replied that
the Soviets "are a well-
informed people:'

Gerasimov was scheduled
to travel to Chevak the next
day, Sunday, May 3.

The newspaper, which had
in its Feb. 9-16issue on page
2 a photo and story about

. John and 'Thresa Pingayakof
Chevak, has on its masthead,
"A weekly newspaper of the
Union of Soviet Societies for
Friendship & Cultural Rela-
tions with Foreign Countries
& Novosti Press Agency:'
The newspaper said that it
was first published in Oc-
tober 1930.



SSIA, WITH LOVE-Dixie Belcher, right, talks dents (from left, Paul Jones, Benjamin Cooper and Gra
ce Heacock, a third-grade teacher at Weller ham Wilson) are studying Russian one day a week an

le ary School, at the Interior Alaska Ecumenical hope to be selected to participate in the Nome
eace with Justice CouncilFriday night. Heacock's stu- Provideniya flight planned for this summer. Cal Whitepbot





lJ",ily Nrws Miner, f-ajrbank~. AlAska

A friendly

CIILTIJIt/\L EX-
ell i\NG ";-Dix ie
He l ch o s- plans to
tour- "bout five llus-
Si"ITl e i t i o s with
1\1".<:;kan p e r f o r-,
Jll('I':-; next Septem-
bcr, Tht~ ,Juneauite
was in F"irbanks
rl?C('IlUy fo dnlnl up
support for the trip.

rh",I, ••· 1tt,1wnNt'u.~ 11''''''1"

"fit' said one of the things he'd
like 10 do is take a ~roup of Alas.
tans to Siberia, :md J just jumped
all over him. And I said 'Marty,
wc'vC' Rot 10 l.akr "ing('r~;]l1fl d~lI-
cers and Hrl •...:'~ a';d 8skllllOS'
Ul{~y're rclah'CI YOU know.' And thai
was il:- BC'lrhr'r said,

Sinn' BC'hr, 'J /lJrlllbl'r o( the
pcac('orgallization "Oc,vUllfl W:tr,"
voiced his desire to (lllt'li ('om
muniratiolls bctwcC'n tll"IWII Ct)llll
tries with a cullun:1I exchange, Bel-
cher has rir'voh'd her ti Ill(' and
c1earrd out her sa,'jll~s to help
raise money ror Ihe trip'~ 1:!i40,OlJO
bUdgd.

This dcvotion is no s\lrpri~c to
those Who know Belcher. A T,ialJist
and music din~clor, Belch{'r found
cd the S1. Paul Singers ill.J1JII~'au in
1970, started and directed the Alas-
ka Holi.<;;ticHealJI. ,odation.l'he
Juneau Hospic Juneau Trcn

• •
mISSIon

Home and The Alaska Wilderness
Experience School. She will be the
music director on the Soviet tour,

"I've found that you can sit
aems.!' tllc table from I>cople, that
<JIC un the nlhrr side, you kno\\', of
whcrf~ you are, :Iud talk for three
days and ('orne away PVCIl more
solid in your position:' she snid.
"But music ran ge't through Ih;lt
jusl :tmazingl.~- fast ..

To ~ct lht, project rollirlg, she and
Ikhr (orrn('d "Alaska Performing
Artisls rOl- l'eace,·· il non-profit
organization Ht'lther runs out o(
hC'r house. Then, she began rollnd~
ing up pfllcnli,t1 p('rf/}rm('rs and a
support lTrw 10 go on the lrip. Last
April, a Jllne'i-Hl tour agent hand-
delivered BC'lrher's cultural ex.
change prOflOsn I to Soviet officials.

Sincc then. organizers have
made' two prrliminary visits tll the
Sovicl Uniun and are plannin,g a

third.They've assembled an exten-
sive proposal, Whit'h includes a
line-item bUdget and leiters of sup-
port from writer James Michener,
Sen. Te<l Slevens, Gov. lJiII Shef-
riC'ld, Rep. !><In Young, and Stan-
(ord University Vice President Wil-
liam Mll~Y, among others.

In <lll, three Native performing
groups will participate in the cultu-
ral exchange. They include the
Savoonga Comedy players from St.
Lawrcl1('e Island, theChev:lk PJay-
ers, and the NUllamta Yup'ik Eski-
mo Dancers (rom villages in South-
western Alaska, led by Cbulta
Mclnlyre, an Alaskan Yup'ik Eski-
mo who is helping to plan the trip.
In al.mut nve Russian cities, the

Native performers will stage a
ceremony called a "Bladder" fes-
tival, an ancient ritual that cele,
brates Ihe rNmion o( family and
friends.

Thursday, March 20, 198(,-..9

Along with thr Na t iv e ce rr-
moniC's, five ~OSI)f'1 singers from
Anchor<ljl;c, a drurnmer-, a group of
eight Alaskan Ielk dancers. and a
Iour mprnl.wf blllC'gr;ls!' band (rom
Fairbank,c>, will participate' in the
tour. The Fairfwnks hand hasn't
bcensrlct.·tedyel. fo'lIrmt·rGov. Jay
Hammond and his wife, Bella 11"01-
mend. plan to travo! wilh the group,
and wr-iter- James Mkhrncr has ex-
pressed interest in going alon~, to,),
That's not enough. thOIlU'l :'.1'1.

cher wants to shan:' ttl(, lour with
more than just these invotved. The
Alaska P<'rforming Artists for
Peace has retained TcTI'Y Sanders
of SandNs and Mock Product ions
in California tod(x.'umcnlthc trip in
film for public tclcvisionstatiOlls. A
brief resume of Sanders' work lists
20 awards he has received (or films
dating back to J 954, including an
Emmy (or the film "Kennedy ('("11
tCT Honors," and an Acade my
Awarrl for "A Time Out or War"

The film c10cunlpntation of the
trip is cnstly, and Belcher said
organii~crs must rni sc slightly
more than a third o( .. million dol.
lars (or film alone.
"We have everything but

money," said Belcher.
Although the filmin~ is cxpon.

elvc, Belcher bclirvC'.\j it'<;JHrs~I'll
tial part of the trip,

"This way you can af(rcl. Tl'<llly,
really a lot or people all over {hr
place and bring rV('ryhtldy in 0"
this experience and make it it pcxi
tlvo experience and ~iYe sorne poo-
pie hope;" she said "Illican." lot
of people donor have any hope any-
more, Particularly young people,
But. 101 of people jusl think we're
an Roing t.o blow (,;lch other up and
the Rus....i<llls arc InribJe:'
From her Own eX1X'r;en~ in the

Sovit Union, Belcher saitl she has
learned that Soviet.<;;arc warm, spj.
rited, kind people who are tcrrifiNf
of war. She said in <'very small
town, ('ven places tourists don't go,
there arc printed signs (rom thc
Soviet Peace Commiltf'(, ,,"ith slo,
gans such as "Wlwl hav", you done
for peace today?"
Belcher would like to Nee the

Siberia·Alaska exchange become
an annual event, with Sovit't perfur-
men visiting this country evrry
other year,

For more informad ut the
cultural exchange, call j Lium
at 479-n20, in ~'airbankc
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MNUC KElLEYu..tEAU EMPIRE:
C8rrying peace: Performers from the Chevak Tanqik Theater are among those who will perform throughout Siberia with the Alaska Performing Artists for Peace.

By BETSY LONGENBAUGH--- and carried a videotape Of the Janu-
ary performance. Once there, she
gave it to Russian officiab and it was
presented 011 nationwide leIevisioD.

While !hose behind Alaska Per,
forming Artists for Peace are hoping
to open a line oic:pmmuitication wilb
the So\'iet UnioQ for Tuture cultural
eJ:dLaDges, ~ reasl:IG bebiDd"the
trip Is much IimpleY-..., to. reunite
families. • , •

BeIdler saiCl the trip', focus re-
mains !be eJrvrt)IJ brjng together
Alaska Eskimos lIDd Siberian Eski-

,- : -. - ~ mos. WbeIl1be liOln~urtllin fell after
Will ta1klDg from Ancborage, where . World )far. D~It.cut into the bBct'
sbe Will putting together the trip. .'. PlNM _ to p ... 4

Even if the performers DeVer _ . " • •
. foot OIl SovIet soil, sbe IIid, ''It', DOC' "'.
in vain. We bad the Ipa£e brlc1ge. ABOU'T THE
We've brougbt RusaiaDs bere. ,.. I

=.=;:~lt~~~· COVER
'I1ii! IIpIICe bridge \aJt J-.ry

_ iDteuded to be • dIiect satellite
teIevIIlon broadcast from JlIIIelIU to
!be SovIet Unioo. '1'be sateDlte Ibik'
Wal cauc:eIed by the· Sovietl at the
IaIt moment, but the AlaIta Per-
formiDg ArtistI for Peace _t OIl
wltb tbll Juneau show, which _
shown tbrougbout the state, barely
dallDted.

Belcber's perseverance paid off a
montb later, when she traveled to
Russia on one of her planning trips

BRIDGE BUILDINGWhen 90 people, most of
them Alaskans, board
a plane in Anchorage
OIlOct. 8 bound for the

Soviet Union, they will have a song
011 their lips and feet ready to dance.
While nothing can take lbat song

from their lips, the trip itself could
be halted by the cumbersome bu-
reaucracy and tense international re-
lations that have already dogged the
group's steps.
It has been a y~ of uncertainty

for the 30 Juneau residents and 40
other Alaskan artists who are mem-
bers at the Alaska Performing Art·
ists for Peace.

Relations between the Soviet
Union and the United stales have
performed • complicated dance at
tbeIr own, and witb each new step,
the performers have gained either
hope or discouragement.

Most recenUy, performers have
been coocemed by indications from
the United Stales tbat cultural ex-
changes witb the Soviet Union could
be canceled to protest the imprison-
ment of Nicbollll DaniJoff, the U.s.
News and World RepOrt reporter ac-
cused of spying by the Soviets.

But if they are given the chance to
go - and they believe they will have

Alaskans prepare for good-will mission

that chance - performers and or-
ganizers say firmly lbat politics Is

, not tbeir mission.
'''Ibe purpose Is good will," said

Karleen Gnunmett, one of the Ju-
neau performers.

Finances are also a IitUe uncer-
tain, after a state grant Will de-
creased from flO,OOOto $63,100. and
other major sources to fund the
$750,000 budget have been delayed,
according to Alexander Majewski,
general manager of the group. Alto-
gether, however, the group Is three--
quarters of the way toward its budg-
et goal, helped by corporation dona-
tions, fund raisers and private dona·
tions.

or the total budget, about $500,000
goes to trip expenses and the rest to
a film and video documentary of the

trip by local filmmaker Lariy G0ld-
en. '

In addition to the film crew,.oth-
en on the trip include reporters from
Life and National Geograpbic, III
weD III former Gov. Jay Hammood
and his wife, Bella. .

Majewski said the group hoPes toraise some needed money - _,
when there will be a fund ~ re-
ceptioo at the Governor" Mansion In
Juneau.

Present at the reception will be
the Hammonds, Juneau's Alaska
Folksingers and a gospel choir from
Anchorage. Tickets for the public
event are $10 and will be available at
bookstores.
If the trip doesn't happen now, it

will happen later, said founder- and
artistic director Dixie Belcher, who

, Some at the organilen IIIId per.
formers at Alaska Pi!rfarmiaI Art-
ists for. Peace traveled to the Semet
Union early this year to orpIIDe the
trip. From left ~ are Rlck
Lultman, John Ping.,., 1'beresa
Pingayut, Cbuna MclDIIre, DIxie
BeIcber and John d'ArmaDd. .Kneel-
ing are Linda. BuckJey and an un-
identified Russian Interpreter.



Building bridges...
ContInued from ..... 3 of the trip," said Belcher.

yards of many Eskimos, who nieas- To symbolize that reunion, Alaska_
ure the distance between the U.S. Perfonning Artists for Peace will
and the U.S.S.R. in a few miles. center their Ilh-hour performance
Some Alaska Eskimos were born in around the bladder festival, an an-
the Soviet Union and many still have cient Eskimo ceremony celebrating
relatives there. Eskimo ties to the earth.
The group is hoping to meet the Majewski said there will be be-

Siberian Eskimos by entering the So- tween seven and eight performances
viet Union through Providenia, a Si· throughout the Soviet Union, in sev-
berian community that is close to eral Siberian cities and in Leningrad
Alaska, but is closed to tour groups. and Moscow.
If permission from the Soviet At the performances, the audi-

Union doesn't come through, howev- ences will see about 70 people enter,
er, Belcher has a back-up plan call- wearing parkas and singing an Eski-
ing for some Providenia Eskimos to mo welcoming song. That will be fol.
join the group in another Siberian lowed by performances from the
community. Savoonga Comedy Players from St.

"The focus has always been to re- Lawrence Island, the Chevak Tanqik
unite Yupik people. That's the focus Theater from CheVak, five Black
of our program and that's the focus gospel singers from Anchorage, the

MARK KELLEY/JUNEAU EMPIRE
.Ira •• I.patick: The Savoonga Comedy Players of St. Lawrence

Island will be among the Eskimos who will see relatives they haven't
heard of since after World War II.

Alaska Folksingers, bluegrasS muss
cians from Fairbanks and a Native
drummer from Homer. There will al-
so be an Eskimo blanket toss demon-
stration.

After each show, the performers
are planning to introduce a few
American dance steps to Russia and
will teach the Virginia Reel. While in
Irkutsk, the group will present a
Peace Quilt, made by Southeast art.
ist Judy Wallen, to the women of Si-
beria from the women of Alaska.

Belcher hopes this year's trip will
be reciprocated next year, by a visit
from about 30 Russian performing
artists to Alaska. She is also hoping
to continue the ·cultural exchange by
sending teen-agers from Alaska to
Russia and bringing Russian teen-
agers here, to attend the Sitka Fine
Arts Camp.
It becomes clear talking to some

of the Alaska Performing Artists for
Peace that Whatever happens, they
aren't going to regret the experience.

Myrna Sahlender, a first grade
teacher at Mendenhall River Ele-
mentary School, hasn't studied Rus-
sian, like many of those going, but
has read a lot about the country. "I
have a magazine on my coffee table
right now called Soviet Life," she
said.

SahIender said she can use that

knowledge, even if the trip isn't
made.

"Any exposure to new informa-
tion for me is a learning experi-
ence," she said.

Sahlender is especially looking
forward to meeting Russian people
and talking to them on an individual
basis. "That's one of the songs we
sing, 'Reach Out and Touch' and I
just can hardly wait to reach out and
touch. I think it will be unforgetta.
ble."

Sahlender, like all the perform-
ers, has been asked to pay about half
the $2,400 fare herself. The orgamza-
tion plans to pick up the rest.

The performers will also be tak-
ing gifts of American clothing and
other goods to the Soviet Union.
Sahlender said she' expects those
gifts will-be given to people the indi-
vidual performers meet.

Sahlender is one of 25 people 'who
will be singing on the trip with Ju-
neau's Alaska Folksingers, directed
by Belcher.

Karleen Grummett is another
member of the singing group. She is
very aware the trip, for which she
has learned Russian, could be can-
celed, but that hasn't slowed her
down.

Grummett has faith in what the
group plans to do. "Music is the in-

ternational language. When you put
music behind something you want to
say, it reaches beyond all bounda-
ries," she said.

Grummett has seen that reach at
work, when she performed with the
St. Paul Singers from Juneau in the
19708. The St. Paul Singers was also
organized by Belcher.

The St. Paul Singers traveled
throughout the state, in part on a
good-will mission of its own - trying
to persuade people to vote against
the capital move issue. "When we
would sing, people would have tears
in their eyes and would stand up and
applaud," said Grummett.

The Alaska Folksingers will sing
a collection folk and peace songs,
chosen by Belcher. They include
"Sound Over All Waters" and "Blue-
Green Hills of Earth," both by Paul
Winter; "Blowin' in the Wind," two
gospel rounds, "Reach Out and
Touch" and "We Shall Overcome,"
and two Russian songs, "May There
Always be Sunshine" and "Moscow
Nights."

Belcher said she chose songs by
"looking for up songs with a beat
that are fun to sing and are fun to lis-
ten to, that people would have a hard
time listening to without tapping
their feet, but would also have a mes-
sage of peace and brotherhood."



by Kathleen Grummett
for the Tundra' Times

In-the 'Yup'ik village of Uelan,
Siberia, sits a traditional building call-

t:J' ed ~ dance house. ' .
~ Its large picture window faces
rn toward Alaska. Inside, an elder raisese lIJ a hand to quiet a celebration, gazes
~ upon the horizon beyond the window
~ lIJ and speaks. ,
Co 'iHow can we dance when 'our
g g brothers and sisters across the water
0' ~ are living in 'such abject poverty and
g g under such repression?" he asks.
~ e Meanwhile, in Alaska, dancers.i
g g singers, actors and musicians - the
~ :it repressed - 'prepare for a trip to

Siberia. They combine a love of
music, a curiosity about the Soviet
Union and an interest in bringing some
understanding between the two most
powerful countries on earth.

These 70 Alaska Performing Artists
for Peace hope to dispel misconcep-
tions like that of the Yup'ik elder's,
as well as some of their own.' ,

The performers have spent more
than a year studying Russian music,
culture, history and language. They've,
prepared families and employers for '
a month's absence that will take them
on a trek across 11 time zones and
7,800 miles, part of. it via the Trans-
Siberian Railroad. '"

Their unique performances, which
mix portons of the Yup'ik bladder
festival with American folk dance and
song, will be seen in seven Soviet
cities between Khabarovsk in the East
nd Leningrad in the West. They are

led by Dixie Belcher, APAP's founder
nd artistic director.
No stranger to the rigors of touring,

etcher spent 10 years ~irecting the
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St. Paul singers, a Juneau-based folk
group that toured Alaska and parts of
Canada throughout the 70s. During
that time, the president of Rumania in-
vited the singers to his country.

Belcher also blended her spirited
"up with people" musical style to
form the Juneau friends and neighbors
a group that convassed Anchorage and
Fair~and~ ~ith. song, hoping to sway
public opmion in those towns prior to
the heated capital move vote.

Belcher's interest in promoting the
Alaska-Siberia Eskimo reunion stems
from a life-long interest in Alaska
Native culture and the Arts.

"This to r will bring Siberian and
Alaskan Yup'ik relatives together for
the first time in 40 years," she says.

,APAP's musical language springs
from a patchwork of statewide arts
~roups including the Tanqik Theatre
in Chevak, the Juneau Folksingers and
Dancers, the Nunamta Dancers from
the Bethel area, the Savoonga Com-
edy .Players, the, Anchorage Gospel
Choir and the Yukon Fiddle Band of
Fairbanks complete the statewide cast.

Within this diverse group, members
comprise varying levels of artistry.
They range from the professionalism
o.£.~omer's Eddie Wood, a percus-'
siomst who accompanys for Windham
Hill recording artists and tours with
Alex DeGrassi and the Scott Cossu
Trio, to singers who have never per-
formed publicly.

Of the group, Dave Hunsaker,
screenwriter for a planned documen-
tary about the trip says, "They are not
aslick professional performance group
but are a bunch of citizens from a
variety of cultures, from all walks of
life. who are first and foremost',

Alaskans. "
With the assistance of Toksook Bay

elders, Hunsacker created "Yup'ik
Antigone, " an adaptation from the
greek play by Sophocles. He says the
performance to be offered is on a folk
level.

"It's not an exportation of polish-
ed art, such as the Soviet's Bolshoi,
or a headline American rock and roll
band designed to impress."

In many cases, a cross-cultural
theme runs through the backgrounds
and i.nterests of APAP members, such
as Bin Stevens of the Yukon Fiddle
Band. His Athabascan ancestors leard-
ed how to fiddle reels and jigs from
Scottish Hudson Bay employees at
Fort Yukon where he was born.

Percussionist Wood was born in
Spain and schooled in Panama and
Georgetown University, and the cast's
translator and general manager Alex
Mafewski, was born of Russian
parents in Germany on the way to
America. . '

Another quality tying this diverse
group together' is their desire to
understand people of another culture.
Singer S~irley Staton of the Anchorage
Production Company Desh Mae, is
"intrigued with people and their way
of living. "
" ~he organized 27 Alaska represen- '

tatives to attend the 1985 United Na- '
tions International Women's Con-
ference in Nairobi.

While in Russia, Staton and four
, other Anchorage gospel singers from .
Anchorage churches, have been in- .
vited to visit the home of black author
and anthropologist Lily Golden.
Golden's parents immigrated to Russia
from the United States before she was'

born.
Of course, as the name implies, the

performers are interested in the issue'
of.peace. Theresa and John Pingayak
of Che~ak's Tanqik Players, who ac-
compained Belcher on a January ado'
vance trip to Russia. They are one of
three Eskimo performing groups;
represented on the tour. Like others,
when they board the jet leaving
Chevak, they also leave children
behind. '
, Theresa says, "We decided if this

was going to be forthe good of the-
world, our people and children, we
knew it was important that both of us
go together."

John is mayor of Chevak, director
of the Chevak Cultural Heritage
Center and master of cermonies for the
cast. Theresa is Chevak's Headstart
Program director.

Juneau folksinger monsignor James
~ilIer, who usually confines his sing-
mg to mass at St. Paul's Church is
committed to the message of pea~e.

"The means by which we have been .
striving for peace haven't been sue- :
cessful, " he said. "Peace is something,
very positive rather than just an'
absence of war. Generally, the more
we know people, the more barriers are .
lowered and peace can be possible. "
. This month, the statewide cast meets
for the first time when they rehearse,
together in Anchorage prior to depar- .
ture. They will be accomapined by :4.0,.1
others including staff, press and film f

crews, three Eskimo elders and former,
Gov. Jay Hammond and his wife
Bella, who is part Yup'ik.

No matter how politicians interpret
it, the tour's mission is strictly one of
oodwill. .



Alaska peace performers lack money, permit
By DAVID FOSTER
The Associated Press

A group of Alaska perform-
ers planning a peace mission
to Siberia needs just two
items to clinch the trip -
written permission from the
Soviets and $375,000.

The trip is aimed at start-
ing a cultural exchange be-
tween Alaska and Siberia,
said Dixie Belcher, co-chair-
woman of the Alaska Per-
for ing Artists for Peace.
The group also hopes to reu-

nite some Alaskan Yupiks
with their Siberian relatives
as a symbol of peace between
the United States and Soviet
Union.

Belcher and others have
planned the trip since Febru-
ary 1985. They were heart-
ened recently by word from
high-ranking Soviet officials
that the 85-member troupe
could tour the Chukotsk Pen-
insula.

That's encouraging, she
said, c nsidering the Chu-

kotsk is the Soviet province
closest to Alaska and is nor-
mally off-limits to foreign
visitors.

"It's absolutely been
closed" for 40 years, Belcher
said. "Nobody's even gotten
encouragement to get in
there."

The group is still waiting
for permission in writing, but
is not hanging by its thumbs.
Given the depths and unpre-
dictabflitg; of Soviet bureaqc-
racy, "I ight know this 1if-

ternoon, or I might know the
morning we leave," Belcher
said.

The Cold War stopped the
regular travel that had gone
on for centuries between Yu-
pik villages in Siberia and
Alaska, said Chuna McIntyre,
a Yupik artist, dancer and
story-teller.

In a booklet promoting the
trip, he explained the symbol-
ism of its peace mission:

See Page C-3, SI~ERIA
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MEMBERS OF ALASKA
PERFORMING ARTISTS for
Peace gather in Moscow's Red
Square during a visit to
arrange the upcoming three-
week tour of 65 Alaskan artists
to the Soviet Union.

Peace through art: theme takes Alaskans to Moscow and Siberia
September is Siberia-Alaska Cul-

tural Exchange month, and 65
Alaskans, followed by an interna-
tional press corps and a California
filmmaker, travel to the Soviet
Union to renew ties broken when
the Cold War began.

Half the group is made up of
Alaskan Yup'ik Eskimos, who
have a language and culture
similar to Siberian Yup'ik
Eskimos. Russian Yup'iks will
visit Alaska next year as part of
the exchange.

The cultural exchange was
organized by the Alaska
Performing Artists for Peace with
a $75,000 state grant and more
than $300,000 in private con-
tributions and donated services.
The visit was endorsed by the
entire Alaska Congressional dele-
gation and Gov. Bill Sheffield, and
journalists from National Geo-
graphic and Life magazines have
expressed interest n the tour.

_The three-week tour by Alaskan

artists starts Sept. 8, winding up
with a trip along the trans-
Siberian railroad. Traditional
and contemporary performances
will be presented by the Alaskans
during their tour. Soviet
authorities have approved visits
by the group to the Chukotka
Peninsula, which lies less than
300 miles from Alaska's Seward
Peninsula near Nome.

Alaska Performing Artists fir

Peace, a non-profit group, has
been active in efforts to establish
a "Peace Bridge" and is seeking
members interested in joining the
project. More information is
available from Alaska Performing
Artists for Peace, 1991 Hughes
Way, Juneau, 99801. Or call Dixie
Belcher or Alex Majewski at
789-0449. I

Donations are being accepted to
offset travel costs.



L·ETTERS
U.S.-Soviet exchange,
space bridge progress

De.rEditor:
The Alaska Performing Artists

for Peace are planning to travel this
fall to Siberia for a people-to-people
exchange involving performers from
all over Alaska, including a large
contingent of Yupik Eskimos who
have an historical heritage which
precedes being either Russian or
American. I have returned from a
three-week trip to the Soviet Union.
The response to our tour and to long-
term cultural exchange between
Alaska and Siberia was enthusiastic
on all levels, offieial and non-official.
It looks like we'll be able to visit ev-
erywhere we planned, with the ex-
ception of the Chukotka Peninsula,
the area of land directly across from
Nome. We are still hopeful that the
Soviet government will let us visit
there as well. Three Yupik Eskimos
were among our advance group.
They performed traditional dances
in Moscow and Siberia and were giv-
en excellent press coverage, includ-
ing newspapers, magazines and na-
tional television. I would like every-
one to know that the videotape of the
December 31st space bridge in the
State Office Building was played on
Soviet national television on Feb. 2.

The response that we received
from the Soviets reinforces our pur-
pose, which is a people-to-people cul-
tural exchange. It should be empha-
sized that our group is not trying to
make a political statement. We are
trying to promote cultural under-
standing and give some of our native
Alaskans an opportunity to visit with
their relatives in the Soviet Union.
We've all heard the saying that "it's
better to light one single candle than
to curse the darkness." We're simply
working on a candle.

We are greatly encouraged and
thankful for the tremendous commu-
nity support that we are receiving in
our efforts toward this goal.

Sincerely,
Dixie Belcher, President
AI•• k. Performing
Arti.ts for Peace
1991 Hughe. Way
June.u, 99801
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Eskimo group plans trek across
Siberia to greet Soviet relatives
United Press International

MOSCOW - A troupe of 75
American Eskimos will sing and
dance its way across Siberia in Au-
gust on a journey aimed at bringing
together Alaskan Eskimos and their
Soviet relatives, a group spokesman
said Wednesday.

"We're here to set up a long-term
cultural exchange," spokesman Mar-
tin Behr said.

Behr, who arrived in Moscow on
Jan. 8, brought some members of the
Eskimo group with him on a two-
week visit to organize the excursion
and said that in August the full group
hopes to meet with some of the esti-
mated 1,500 Eskimos that live in
northeastern Siberia.

"There are Eskimo families living
in both countries that are related,
and they've had little contact since
the Cold War years of the 19508," he
said.

Behr emphasized that there will
be no attempt to seek permanent
family reunification.

The group, part of the Alaska
Performing Artists for Peace, has

been funded privately. Itwill be per-
forming across Siberia as part of a
theatrical cultural exchange ratified
at the Geneva summit in November
by President Reagan and Soviet
leader Mikhail Gorbachev.

"The difficult part i~ that we
want to go to the shores of the Bering
Sea, where the Soviet Eskimos live,
but it's not normally open to tour-
ists," he said.

A letter campaign was carried out
in Washington to Soviet Ambassador
Anatoly Dobrinin. In Moscow Behr
met with members of the Soviet
Composers' Union's Folklore Com-
mission.

Chuna McIntyre, a performer
from a village near the Bering Sea,
told the audience his interest extend-
ed beyond a cultural exchange, back
500 years when intertribal fighting
threatened to extinguish the Eski-
mos.

"We are here not only to exchange
cultural activities but in the greater
interest of peace between our eople.
We Alaskans are your neighbors and
would like to be your neighbors in
peace," he said.
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SOVIET- EDITOR: Official gets quick tour otAtaska
""

Continued from Page 0-1

approved, she said, partly be-
cause, when he's not oversee-
ing the production of stories
for the foreign-language Mos-
ow News, Gerasimov is vice
resident of a Soviet cultural
xchange organization. _-

So, Belcher is showing
Alaska to Gerasimov.

She is also showing Gerasi-
mov to Alaska.

Support on both sides of
the Bering is needed if her
dreams of culturally reuniting
Eskimos divided by the poli-
tics of superpowers are to be
fulfilled. .

Until the 1940s,Eskimos in
Alaska and Siberia moved
from one continent to the
other freely. The invisible
walls of world' politics inter-
rupted that traffic and se-
vered a culture.

Belcher tells a story. Ear-
lier this year, in a sort of test
trip for the real thing, she
took three Eskimos from
Al81.ka to -the Soviet Union.
While there, they watched a
performance by Eskimos on
the Slberiaa.side of the sea.

"It was like a big reunion,"
Belcher said. "They were to-

gether about three hours." America - that Russia is
Later, Belcher said, the Es- something to. be afraid of,

kimos from Alaska kept say- that we are the enemy," Gera-
ing, "over and over, 'they're simov said.
OK, they're OK.' Trips like this one give him

"The Eskimo people with a chance to try to change that
us were really afraid of going image, said Gerasimov, an
because they didn't know (in) advocate of nuclear disarma-
what conditiori" they would ment. _
find the Eskimos on the Sovi- Earlier in his career, Gera-
et side of the border. The simov covered the 1976 U.S.
Soviet-side Eskimos had har- elections for Soviet papers.
bored similar fears about the -f "One of my jobs was to
Alaska Eskimos, she said. ,interpret Ame:i.can political

"Both peoples thought the "I . life to the Soviet people,
others were living in awful which was not easy," he said.
conditions," "In 1976, I was invited to

Gerasimov, who worked be in a group of journalists to
for several years in New York cover Ronald Reagan .. ; I
as a correspondent for the listened to him, wrote a big
Soviet press, said Russians article on him in 1976, and
and Americans in general then he lost (the Republican
hold similar misconceptions nomination) to Ford, .and
about each other. Ford later lost to Carter (in

"One of the misconceptions the general election).
Russians have about y.pur "Then, four years later,
land is that your land if a Carter lost to Reagan, who
land of milk and honey, and had lost to Ford who had lost
that almost everybody has a to Carter in 1976."
lifestyle just as a Rockefeller Such rapid changes in for-
has," he said. - tunes for American politi-

Americans,. on the other cians are hard for Russians to
hand tend to believe "we understand, Gerasimov said.
have horns, that we carry Russians also become frus-
knives between our teeth, trated because U.S. policies
that we are out to subvert often seem to change as often

as U.S. presidents.
"You have a way of disre

garding what your predeces
sor did ... It's very difficul
with an administration tha
changes its mind so often,"

Gerasimov also was critica
of Western press reports 0
the nuclear disaster at Cher
noble earlier- this week. Thl
USSR claimed only two peo
ple died and fewer than 20<
were injured in a-reactor acci
dent at the Chernobyl nuclea.
power plant. U.S. press ac
counts, based on reports fron
sources iliA.,this country anc
the Soviet Union, estimater
as many as 2,000 people mJ

-

have died.
By week's end, some U.~

officials and nuclear expert:
conceded that the Soviet fig-
ures could be closer to the
truth than the earlier, higlml
figures. _

"The difference is that we
do not play up news of fires
floods, killings - we do not
have big headlines for that. II:
many European countries, the
press is completely different
than the American press.
(with) its love for sensations.
big headlines, 'man bites dog-
stories,"



JUNEAU EMPIRE'-r--_
Soviets show
their confusion
The arrest of an American reporter as a spy

only points out the confusion that exists in the
Soviet mind over what a journalist is. In the

Soviet Union, journalists, as they are called, are not
independent observers. They may be called editors and
reporters but in reality they are no more than front
men that the Soviet government uses to give its actions
and atrocities credibility.

An example of this charade is Soviet Foreign
Ministry spokesman Gennady 1. Gerasimov, who
recently visited Juneau parading around as the
"editor" of the Moscow News. What a joke! He is not
an editor; he is a propagandist, bought and paid for by
the Soviet government. To call him an editor is simply
not telling the truth.

In the United States and the free world, journalists
pride themselves as independent, free voices. Their job
is telling their readers what is happening in as fair,
honest and unbiased manner as possible. Another part
of their job is publishing a variety of opinions, including
those criticizing the government - an act strictly
forbidden in the Soviet Union.

To be sure, there are some western reporters and
editors who allow personal opinions to color their
publications, but the best make every effort to make
sure that is not the case. But even if they fail and allow
their opinions to surface in news stories, readers have
the choice of buying another independent publication,
or even to start their own.

Obviously, that can't happen in the Soviet Union,
where the government controls all newspapers and
magazines - and all "editors" and "reporters." The
only exception is the underground "Samizdat," which
translated means self-published. It is secretly
circulated among readers, who make copies of the
articles and poems and pass them on.

With this in mind, it is no wonder that the Soviets
allowed themselves to become confused and arrested
U.S. News and World Report reporter Nicholas Daniloff
as a "spy." They must have figured that since all
Soviet reporters work for the Soviet government, all
U.S. reporters work for the U.S. government.

That would be the only halfway logical reason for the
Soviets arresting Mr. Daniloff, though now they are
making up another story that he is a smuggler.
Whatever the Soviets are claiming in their confusion,
the fellow was obviously framed by the KGB in an
attempt to embarrass him and the United States.

So far, though, the Soviets are the ones who are
embarrassed.
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return
Alaska contingent
says Soviets liked .
.their performances
By CHUCK KLEESCHUL TE
THE.lUlllEAU ~

They practically wobbled from
exhaustion, but their eyes sparkled'
as they relived for well-wishers the
memories of theit three-week trek
for peace across the SovietUnion. >,

Between hugs anclkisseS, most of
the 28 members of the Juneau contin.,
gent of the Alaska Performing Art-'
ists for Peace raved. about their' trip
after arriving back'in Juneau late
SUndaynight ' ;' ' ,. "• ..N " .•

"It was great. Wewere very weD-
received, I think by and large the
people are very interested U. any-
thing American. They seemed very
inquisitive and wanted.to knowabou

\

our lives, not about what our govern.l
ment does," said l)ave\~, one OJ;

Continued from p... , the 67peOple,all bUt ~q from Alas-;,
bed. by the Juneau contingent. ka, who traveled ~

grap 'Gov Jay Hammond also viet Union as part 01'1 ~=~Ong,~ aboU~Ameri~ ple artistic exchange to
society at many of the pe orman

t, . promote goodwill '
The group performed 14 imes "I'm ~a , iot on ~

from Leningrad, their flr8t stop on plane in Helsink'iati ~ time, '
, the six-city tour, ,toKha~~~~ :flew for 9'" hours ' ~'~',
time zones away m wes rn <' Seattle by way of ':Angel'. a9l!. 'J "\

Then the group he~ded back~'t~ then after a l~yover, new ~_,ot '" . j

COW stopping to Sightsee TWat y d the way. But it was a pretty'amai!N: ,:
and' perform in Bratsk, un an trip, It will take a life~'to get 0'1 ~,
Novosibirsk, besides in t,he two ma- the emotions from it all," said iiJ. " I

jor cities of the SovietUmon. 1 neau docto~'Scott ~n, 8$0 lie '
u'!1le people whowent comple~ Y waited.for his luggage. ',.. ,.

ed their minds aboUtthe SoViet The performing 4U'tist$, org~
=fe We all had this idea that R~ by Dixie Belcher, a o~ behind J~~
slans 'are reserved, but. the~: neau's local harm Po the st. ;
sbowed

th
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. ~ tru~ power of people-to-peopl~ \Gambell, ~performers from Ait-, I'~,'
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excshe said all of the performances throughout the state' and modern
'proved tremendou~ly powerfull:~ sounds and dance,' _ely chore6-
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Falrbllnks OIllly News-Miner,. Fairbanks, Alaska.

By DOUG YATBlI
I QlmloporJdeftt.,

T be Alulta-81be1'la
border, 10IlC opeD
to the ilullleDOIIS
people III tile Ncirtb,
... dOlled during

tbe Cold War, DIxle Belcher of
Juneau la now travellnl tbe
state and the nation trying to In-
teresl offlclala In Wasblngton
and Moaco. In reopening the
border,

, "Tbla Ie an laue that just laid
dorm,nl tor years and yeara.
What we'" 4IlDe Is resurrect
It," abe aaId.

Belcber'sllnt major' mow !O
bring tIlew- toworld atteDtloo
l"eIU1led Jast O&lller in a vIaIt to
several Siberian eiliea by a
troupe IIImustciaN, alngers and
cIancen from Alas1I:a. Tbe G7-
member group, Alaalr.a Per7
forming Art!! ~ flW: eace, play.
ed to full boWiea In perform·
ances In Leningrad, Kbebar-
ovsk,.IrkuLIk. BraLsk, Novosl-
binkandMoscow.,

CoIlvInclngWashington, D.C.,
and Moscow of the tour's value
required the patience of Job.
Kremlin oIfIclaIs wouldn't com-
mit tbemaelvea wltboUt a face-
to-face meeting wltb Belcher.
Putting her own money OIl the
line, she took a second mortgage.
OIl ber bome and made two plan-
ningmp. to the Soviet UniOIl.

On a amall acale, tbe re-
unification of Yup'lt Ealdmos
along the coaats of Alaska and
Siberia _ to fuel the larger
mIaaion of peace between the su·
parpowen.

At the core III this idea are a
few simple facta. Geograpblc,
cultural, JJnguiItIc and b1storic-
aI tItls exlat between Alaska and
the Soviet UniOll.A quick g)ance
at the map reveala that only 2~
miles separates Little DIomede
IBland, wbich Ie U.S. territory,
from Big Diomede, a Soviet Ia·
1aIld In the Bering StraIt. People
on both sides of the watery bor-
der, lquiDUng lbrougb binocu·
lan, watcb eacb otber'a .eom-
Ings and goings. SomeUmes
they wave. On SL La....,. Ia-

A1uksns of bome.
1aIld, AIuItan Yup'lt EaII:ImcI "Even in tile beart of ibis mao
can tune their radios to Siberian lOr cily tbere are log bouses,
stationa, just 38mI1eaaway, and some tbree-atories tIlI1," s!l!d
bear broadeuta In their native Wood. "ADdeach aJlpellred to be
J.ansuage. a,labor of love; delicate and

Until 1867,AIaIka waa a Rus- complicated fretwork, carved
etaa territory. A trading and ez- aeroUs and porticos decorate
ploratlon company called tile each bome. Sbutters and detail
Ruaalan-Amerlcan, ba.d I... work are painted in blues ande-u from KlvallDa to Ca1lfor. greens giving each bouae a IIv&-
nla. Ice was ablppe1 to SIII\ Iy and pleasant appearance.
Fr2!l(:I;Cil, fun to Cbioa .na "I wandered around quite
Umber back to Siberia. RuIIlan freely and saw thattbese places
esploren' acatlered old world bad water wella wltb a priming
llIIIIes lite Golovin. RomItwlt, pwnp,awo..~,cbickencoop
Yakobi and 8araDof aqua lIIe 'J apd outhouse. :r'\8y were lite

_ map of Alaaka. Tbe Ruaaian bomesteadll in the middle of the
Orlbodos Cburch remains a city. While most people lived in
powerfulinf!_,espeCiaUyln ... ' L. ..,;. ..... _-:- ..... _-=~~:-;,':;;;~~::::::_,_-:::;__ ....,,__ '-_...:..._-l blch-rlaeapilrtmenls it was sur·
tile viIIales. . ' prislngtoseeauchastrongAlas'

TOday Native peopJe CIII'both ,kan f1a.YDr ,to their ll!e." Wood
sides of tile boundary auIf .. :tbe sald.
povertyof restricted traYe1 and -. "h'iutsk Ia on the IOUthem end
division bet)Weell families, .qt Lake Baikal, one of Siberia's
brougbt about by mlsunder- natur~ wooden. Tbe lake Ia 400
standing and fear at the cl_ of miles long, more tban a mile
World War II. lIeIcbtr'a Idea Ia deep' in places, and bolds 20par-
to try to opeD lbe Iong.cJoeed cent of the tree fresb water in the
door uaing the wisdom of ordln- world. For thousands of 'years,
ary cltlaena aJll1 the p,Ower of the clear water bad been bome
communication lbrougb danl;e" The traditional Native. route vered a dty tIl beautiful treea ing ~le Juat off their abift, to lUIabundantflsbery, a unique
and muak. , from Ala,ka 10 Siberia Is and broad stnlel8 ... ~ still in r'ubber I>oots and work fresh·waterseal,'and, in tbe aur·

Wltb contriboUona from the traveraed by skin boat, now has an old .-rid ~ feel clotbes," aald Wood. "Olben rounding foresta, the 8arguzln
state, ~, and many iD- aided by oulboard engines. to it," aaId WOod. "It was faU I werll grandm~ witb babea sable.
dividuala, the AIasIr.an Perform-' However, International di- and sturdy women In ken:blefs in erma, militarY, students and Tbe Alaskans also visited
ingAtt\ataforP_tourfinally plomacy demanded a longer werea .. eeplngleavesblto~. well-dressed academics and . arstak (a hydroeleclric city
became airborne In October trip. Tbe air was crisp witb the party officials. wltb dams blillt out of parma/.
198ft Tbe troupe fie,!" 80IItb to Los chanlIinI_andtbesmeUof .' root) and Novosiblrslt fthe ma-

Tbe Yup'iI< contingent III the . Angeles, tben easlll.hours non- burning leaves," be aald. ' ''Tbe ""'w's last number was jar Siberian Industrial center),
tour was eompoeed of siJ: Illders' stop to Helsinll:i, Finland, and an KbabarO\llkj wltb Its 500,000 the ~ 'We Are The World' and before flying on to Moscow and
from St, Lawrence lI\anCI wbo to Leningrad, tbelr first Soyiet inhabitants, 8IlarelI s common In each eitY they knew the words wrapping up their goodwill rnI&-
performed a comedy sketcb ab- stop in the tbree-weeII: to;:r. bOl'derwltbAluka'saiater state In EngJiab. Tbe combined ener- sIon in I..Inlngrad.
outhunliJlg. Nalivedancersand inCbIna. Just across the river la gy was something I'll never
mimes came from Tooitsook From Leningrad, it was Heilongjian., Cbl"R'3 no ....b- forget," Woodaaid. At the concluaion of each of
Ba;. Chevak and EeIl, A cboraI . anotber lJ·bour Olgbt ,ast to e.aaterll provlIlce. .. From Khabarovsk~ the next tbelr 14 l'erformances tbe
ensemble from Jlllleall, a group Kbabarovsk, for \heir flnt SIbe- • • ~p on the tour was :lrkutsk In trolqMl waibesleged witb people
01 black gnapel singers from rian perfonnance. 'fbi. Alaakans' audie_ nt- &Cutbem Siberia. tt was from . and questions. Autographs were
AncJ¥lrage and ~ Wood, the -For Americans, Siberia con- fleeted a wide apectrum 0, hue In ~741tbat ViM Bering's aigned, small glfls exchanged
percuaaIooIat, I'OUIIdecI out the v~ys images of cold, lee and Soviet ciUlena. • , . dIacovery journey to Alaaka be. aIld Invitatiowi to tea and visits
team. privation. But the group disco- "Mapy appeared to be .ork- gao, Irkutsk most reminded tile In private homes extended.

Higb-acbool·age boys /roln--
AlaaIr.awere aUddenly the t.e:Iia
of inlense OlrtaUon from acImIr·
ing Soviet g1r1a. er-inIl Cllltu,.
ral boundaries and ~
fng differences took on.DeW
meaning for U- )'Q\Illg 41aa-
kana wbo previoualy tbougbt •
trip to DUllngbam was II big
deal.

At a nortbem atudles inotltuIe
in I,enlll,ra~ the SavooB.a
elders, women In tIallr \OS nod
70" met wltb Soviet etbnog-
rapbers and mus1co1ollSlS, ~
tbe AI kana traced bIalories
and cbarted dIaIecta, tbeY aIao
mel several young Eskimo,
students Irom the Cbukchl~~na~:.the aethlll

Sbrleka of jQY, amUea' .lId
tears of recocnitiOll ~Pa:-
nIed the meeting wltb the Soviet,
Eskimos. A D)ajor .oa! of t\1e.
proJ4lct bad bee\l .ceomjlllsbed,
Communication ana onder·
stlInding '-; .. acbifVed deaplta
40years ofaeparation and dIfJer·
eocea in leneratloa and dl,aJect.
C1utcbing small mapa of AIasIla
and pbotograpbs of fa mil" •
tbele extraordinary ,ray-
balred amba .. adora carrfed
tangible ClOIIIleClUooa of 1dDloIk
and continuity.

Wllneaslnl the Leelaa.rad
meeUnl, Wood reJll!llllllHml,
"Those old ladies, fatlauid lit=~l:J.ag,strA!l8elOOdand

~u1 •• sucldelI1J'
beeame YOUllll again. YQlI CXlU1d
aee It in their bodies and faces
and bear itJll their voIoiles., u.,
talked witb and bu&Ied the e-...
age Eskimos from ChUotka.
Tbe wbole room wsa In teIn,.It
wu an amulng moment."

------



Four and five standing ovations were usu-
ally given.

It is something I will never forget. Thou-
sands of Soviet people standing with their
arms lifted, holding hands, singing "We
Shall Oversome," tears streaming. There
was unbelievable warmth, hugs, tears,
children's kisses of welcome and the shar-
ing of hope.

Soviet and American
Eskimos
Warmth from the Arctic

There has been no official contact between
these people since the Second World War.
They speak the same language, hold the
same cultural heritage and share relatives. "

In October, 1986,67 APAP members per-
formed across the Soviet Union on a three
week tour of peace and friendship. Included
were white performers from Juneau and Ho-
mer, Black gospel singers from Anchorage,
and 25 Eskimos from six villages. Their
focus was on the reunification of Soviet and
American Eskimos, on their decision to
end war 500 years ago, and on the Eskimo
drum as an ancient symbol of peace.

In Leningrad, Siberian Yup'ik Eskimo stu-
dents tentatively approached the Alaskan
Eskimos, speaking in Siberian Yup'ik.
(Only 2,000 people in the world speak this
language, 1,000 on each side of the Bering
Strait.) For the first time since 1940, these
Eskimos, who live only 50 miles from each
other and have been one people for thous-
ands of years, spoke, touched and shared
news of relatives. There were no dry eyes in
the auditorium. Our Intourist guide sobbed
through every performance. She was sure it
was the best thing that would ever happen
to her.

In the far north, in the middle of the Ber-
ing Sea, lie two islands two miles apart,
one belonging to the United States and the
other to the Soviet Union. Every day, peo-:
ple on both islands watch each other
through binoculars. Sometimes they wave.

On St. Lawrence Island, 38 miles from
the Siberian coast, Alaskan Yup'ik Eski-
mos pick up the Yup'ik songs of their Sov-
iet brethern on radio. The older people
speak familiarly of the Siberian mainland
they had visited years before, where some
were born.

Alaska's Gift to the Soviet Union

Few people realize the geographic, cult-
ural, historical and linguistic ties between
the Soviet Union and Alaska. Alaska was
a part of Russia for nearly a century. Many
of its geographical names are Russian.
Yup'iks have discovered more than 100 com-
monly used words in their language that
are Russian. Many Alaskans have Russian
family names, and use Russian music and
I dance in family celebrations. The Russian
: Orthodox church is still a powerful force

in the state, particularly in the villages.

The Soviet press billed them as "Alaska's
Gift to the Soviet Union." Fourteen perfor-
mances were given in three weeks to stand-
ing-room-only crowds from Leningrad to
Khabarovsk, and thousands were turned
away. We sang and danced for intellectuals,
soldiers, peasants, communists, students,
Eskimos, Blacks and the press. And they
sang and danced with us. The response was
always the same. During one concert, 1,200
people broke down a door trying to get in.

That night, and during the remaining days
in Leningrad, they shared photographs, sto-
ries, hugs and tears. One woman learned
that her adopted brother, with whom she had
shared the first 20 years of her life, was
still alive.

After the performances, renowned Eskimo
author Yuri Rytkheu, the Soviet co-chair-
man of APAP, received calls from party
officials across the Soviet Union who had

In an attempt to reunite Soviet and Amer-
ican Eskimos, Alaska Performing Artists
for Peace (APAP) was formed in February,

J 1985, to create long-term cultural exchange,
1 and to send a message of world peace
l] through the medium of song and dance from

~the people of Alaska to the. people of
Siberia.

j The delegation of Alaskan Performing Art-
i ists for Peace, received rousing applause
, (right) during their pe/formances
,



Gennadi Gerasimov is presented an Eskimo
parka by Chuna McIntyre (right) as a gift to
Raisa Gorbacheva. (Phoro courtesy of APAP)

ESKIMOS
Continued from page 8

been deeply touched by the performances.
They wanted to help reunite the Alaskans
with their Soviet relatives, a lifetime goal
for Rytkheu, who is from the village of Eu-
lan, directly across the Bering Strait from
Alaska. Rusty wheels are now turning in
the Soviet Union, and for the first time in
40 years, Soviet Eskimos are preparing to
cross the Bering Strait to visit their Alas-
kan neighbors.

APAP members hope that the Soviets
will be allowed to cross the strait in walrus
skin boats, as they routinely did until 1948.
The villages of Gambell and Savoonga, on
St. Lawrence Island, 38 miles from the
Soviet coast, are prepared to welcome their
relatives with traditional feasting, singing
and dancing. Alaska native peoples around
the state also wish to extend a traditional
welcome.

The Tlinget Indian nation in southeast
Alaska, which successfully fought the Rus-
sians during their occupation of Alaska,
plans to hold a formal peace ceremony in

I Sitka, the oldest Russian/American capital.
There has never been a peace treaty signed
between between the Tlingits and the Rus-
sians, so technically they are still at war.

During our APAP performance tour of
the Soviet Union, our Intourist guide said,
"You can't imagine how suspicious Eng-
lish-speaking tourists are."
"Surely you've guided peace groups," I

asked.
"They're worst of all," she explained.

"Not only are they suspicious, but they
want to change us."

Maybe we are too intellectual. In our ef-
forts towards peace, maybe we rely too
much on our heads, on conditioned respon-
ses learned well on both sides. We must re-
cognize OUI common humanity with lang-
uages from the heart, which is, after all, an
organ of international communication. Mu-
sic, dance and laughter instantly transcend
political, ideological and linguistic barriers.
Talk is easier after sharing our common
humanity. After we learn to like and trust
each other, then we can decide about shar-
ing the planet, and about peace. 11
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«MOCKOBCKHE HOBOCTH» M! 5, 2 ClM!8panJi 1986 f.

3aJ1rpana pyccxas
My3L1Ka, pa3AanHCb
'IaCTywKH , H rOCTH
C AiJRCKH. He YAe-
pJKaBWHCb. nycra-
JlHCb B DJlRC BMecre
C apTHCTaMH PYCCKO-
ro lIJOJIbKJIOpHOrO
aHCaM6J1R,

••~ C1JOTO
AJleKCell

C1JE/ZOPOBA.

..
. ' ~i

XOnOAHOrO KpaR
nO)l(enaHMRMM

caMoro
CaMblMM TennblMM

Ha AHliX MM, B peaaxuxa.
OKa3aJII1Cb CBI1AeTeJIliMH HeOOhl'l-
noro xouuepra. Ero y'laCTHHKaMIl
6hlnll awepaxancxae 3CKHMOCbl 113
OpraHl13al\1111 cAPTIlCThI AJIliCKIl -
aa Mllp., npaexaaurae TyplfCTaMIl
B CCCP. B MeXOBhlX ItYPTKaX
II urraaax. pacunrrsrx yarax, C aa-
JI06HblMIl nOB1I3KaMIl 113 pa3HO-
l\BeTHOrO 61lcepa, OHIf nerra; ax-
KOMnaHllpYli ce6e aa OyOHe.
- Mbl 3HaeM,- rosopar .llIlKCIl

Benxep. npesaneur opraaaaa-
l\IlIl,- 'lTO rnaBHblK penaxrop
cMoCKOBCKIfX HOBOCTeK. I'eana-
AIlK repaCIlMOB 6b1n eAIlH-
CTBeHHblM COBeTCKIlM JKypHaJIIl-
CTOM, nOOblBaBlIlllM Ha caMOM
ceBepe AJIliCKIl - B MeCTe'lKe
nOKHT-6appoy. Jot Mbl HenpeMeH-
HO XOTenll C HIlM n03HaKOMIlTbCli
B MocKBe.~--~~-_.._-.-.

AMepllKaHCKlle 3CKIlMOCbI ropyso npOJIIfBaJIH II, MeJKAoyco6·
MaJIO 'leM OTJIIf'laIOTCli OT 3CKI1MO- HblX BOKHax 3CKHMOCbl, ORO oxpa-
COB, npoxorsarouiax B CCCP,- no- CIlJlOCb B 6arpllHhlH user. Torna-ro
AeJIHJICli B CBOIO oxepens qyHa If peumna aaura npenxx JKIITb
MaKl1HTHp, npeACTaBIITeJIb napon- B ·MHpe. npOlIlJIO yJKe narscor
H,oCTH IOnI1K.- Hexoropsre HaWIf JIeT, KaK Mbl 'ero He aapyuraew.
nnesseua roaops-r aa TOM JKe Bsrno BpeMlI, xorna Mbl 'e3AIIJIIl u
1I3h1Ke, 'lTO H COBeTCKlle 3CKIl;;W- K 'H31IlllM COBeTCKIlM OpaTbliM-'
Chi. COXpaHHJlHCb y Hac II pyccxae 'lepe3 Bepaxroa nponas, 31lMOil _' ,' •.
~MeHa, a H3' reorpadiaxecxoa aa C06a'lb1lX ynpascxax, a-JIeTOM _ " ,
xapre scrpevaiorcs TaKHe Ha3Ba- H3 JIerKHX JlOAKaX. Jot KOMy JKe, KaK
HHlI, KaK, nanpastep. OCTpOBa
l.hllJ.arOBa, Bapaaosa. MhI AaJKe H~ HaM, COBeTCKI1M II aMeplfKaH-

CKHM 3CKIlMOcaM, nano scrperers-
np33AHyeM pOJKAeCTBO no crapoa ~' cs, 'I700bl pacxypnrs cTpyOKY'
pyCCKOH TpaAHl\IlH B HD'lb aa MHpa.. MhI C Cesepa np"Be3J111.
7 xnaaps. Tenno II XOTIlM, 'lTOObl rJlaBbl
,Ha MoeH poAIlHe eCTb JIe-
reHA3,- npoAOJl)JC3J1 qYHa.- Ha HaWIlX I:ocy',Aap~B 3aKJIIO'lllnH
AnlicKe OhlJlO 03epo C TaKoH TaKoH JKe AoroBOp 0 MHpe, KaK 3TO
np03pa'lHOlf BOAOK, 'lTO MOJKHO CAeJIaJIll B AaJleKOM npO~JlOM MgJf
OhlJlO HaOJlIOAaTb 3a KOCliKaMH npeAKI1.
pblO. OAHaJKAhI H3-3a lqIOBH, KO-
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KY paa B ~eHb, - paCCKa3blBaeT
3ClillMOCClOf:i1:raanop qYHa Ma-
KIDITHp. - CTOJIbKOBneliaTJIemrii:
Mbl yB03J1M C co6ow OT BCTpe"I C
COBeTClGIMHJIIO~bMH! Ho 60JIbllle
BCerO, KOHe":IHO, 3anOMHflTCSl
BCTpeQH C HalllHMH 6paThRlVlM -
COBeTCKJ1MJ13CKJ1MOCaMH.IIOMHIO,
B neHHHrpa~e rrocne KO~epTa K
HaM npnmrrx zreayunor nofinaro-
~apHTh aa asrc'rynnerore. BhlrJIR-
~eJIH OHH TaK )Re, KaK H MbI. Ha
pa~OCTRX R BblnaJ1HJ1 sees CBOH
aanac pyccxoro R3b1Ka, OHH
CBOW- aHl'JIHWCKoro.Torzta fl ne-
penren aa PO~HOW R3blK IOllHK.
OKa3a.JlOCb,OHH ero xopouro 3Ha-
Jlli. )l;eByuIKH paccxaaanx, liTO
YliaTCR B IDICTHryTe H e3~RT aase-
m;aTb pO~HTeJIeJ1:He pexce ~BYX paa
B rozi.
B COCTaBe rpyrmsr 6hIJIH He

TOJIbKO3ClGIMOCbI.BhIJIH cperra aa-
max rocrea H TaKJ1e, B :lKJ1JIax
KOTOphIX TelieT pyCCKaR KpOBb.
3TO H AJIeKC MaeBcKHW, H Persora
BO~eHreHM, HPaccen Ilxcoaecpecon,
H zrpyrxe. OHH, aecsao-rpa aa
o6111HpHyIOrrporpasoay, npffillJIH B
COBeTcKoe otiurecrao no xym.ryp-
HbIM CBfl3RMC COOTe"IeCTBeHHHKa-
MJ1aa py6e:>KOM(Ofiurecrao «PO~J1-
aa»).
- H Me"ITaIOyCTaHoBHTh nOCTO-

RHHble TBOplieCKJ1eKOHTaKThICco-
BeTClillMJ1 apTJ1CTaMH,- CKa3aJI
PYKOBO~J1TeJIbrpynrrsr AJIeKC Ma-
eBcKHW (Callia - KaK OH Ha3bI-
BaeT ce6R Ha pyCCKHWMaHep). -

XOpoSOA AP)')K6b1 SOAJIT
8MepMKaHCKMe M pyccKMe apTMCTbl.

B 3anax ~eHTpanbHOro
SbICTaSO"lHOrO aana B MaHe)l(e.

MHe O"IeHb apaanrca sama
Ha, Balli Hapo~ ...
- A fl BTOPOHpaa B CCCP H

liyBCTBYIOcefia azrecs KaK ~OMa, -
rOBopJ1T Perxira BO~eHreHM.-
MOH zrenyurxa J1fiafiyurxa no MaTe-
pHHcKoH JIJ1HHJ16bIJIJ1c YKpaHHbI.
OHH MHOro paccxaasrsana MHe 0
csoea PO~HHe, 0 ee npapone, nee-
aax, 06bI"IaRX. Y Hac B ~OMe see
6bIJIOTaK, KaK xorna-ro B HX yxpa-
IDICKOHxa-re. H XO:>Kyno YJIJ.u~aM
COBeTCKHXropO~OB, H MHe Ka:>KeT-
CR, "ITOR Y3HalOHX...

64/0FlIif3HA

BMeCTe C apTHCTaMH rrpaexan H
6hIBlllHW ryfiepuarop WTaTa AJIfl-
CKa)l;)ReHX3MO~. OH CKa3aJI:
- l13BecTHbIH aMepJ1KaHCKMH

~eRTeJIb MapTHH Jlrorep KHHf
Me"ITaJI 0 TOM, "ITOaacrynar ~eHb,
xorrta JIIO~eH He 6Y~T pa3~eJIRTb
no usery KO:>KH. Ilepedipasapys
ero, XO"Iy CKa3aTb: Ha~eIOCb, npn-
zier BpeMR, xorna JIIO~eH 6Y~YT
~eJIHTb He B 3aBJ1CJ1MOCTHOTnOJIH-
TH'ieCKHX B033peHHi1:, a no KOHe"I-
HOMY pe3YJIbTary HX ~eRTeJIbHO-
CTJ1.
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Singer: Russians not so different
(Editor's note: David Moe of

Juneau was a member of an Alaska
singing group who traveled to the
Soviet Union.]

By DAVID MOE
For the Log

JUNEAU - When I left Juneau for
Kings Lake Camp near Wasilla on
Oct. 4 with a group of local singers
as part of Alaska Peforming Artists
for Peace, I still wasn't convinced
we were going to the USSR.

We still needed $15,000 just to get
the tickets from the San Francisco
travel agency, but I thought the trip
to Kings Lake would be enjoyable
because it would provide the chance
to meet other performing groups
from around the state who were
meeting to rehearse.

After meeting the group at Kings
Lake Camp, I became convinced this
event would happen. Three Eskimo
groups, a black gospel group from
Anchorage and the Juneau singers
combined for a family of entertainers
who were destined for the USSR.

We gave a concert on Oct. 8 at the
Anchorage Museum and left Oct. 9
for Los Angeles, Helsinki (Finland)
and Leningrad (Russia).

Leningrad is a city of 4.5 million
people that was under seige for 900
days during World War II and whose
people have spent the past 40 years
rebuilding the city, as Atlanta, Ga.,
did after the Civil War in the u.s.

We toured the city, went to the
opera, "Lucia," and performed for a
language school.

The people of Leningrad look the
same as the people in the U.S. When
I went for an early morning walk,
people were walking their dogs,
jogging or waiting for the bus on
their way to work.

city of more than 800,000 people.
They have a huge hydroelectric dam
and it was there we sang a concert
to "a capacity crowd of 1,300. More
than 2,000 were outside trying to get
into the concert hall.

On Oct. 21, we flew back to
Irkutsk and attended a circus that
evening. The next evening we sang a

The people of Leningrad look the
same as the people in the u.s.

On the morning of Oct. 17, we
spent 10 hours flying from Leningrad
to Khabarovsk, a city of 500,000
people. We sang two concerts as the
first American performing arts group
ever to perform in Khabarovsk.

We left the next day for Irkutsk, a
city of 850,000 near Lake Baykal, the
largest freshwater lake in the world.
We sang at the friendship hall in
Irkutsk and it was here that I met
the poet, Mark Cepteeb, who gave
me a copy of his latest book of
poetry. I promised to send him a
book of my poetry and that was one
of the first things I did upon my
return to Juneau.

On Oct. 20 we flew to Bratsk, a

concert at the sports arena to a
crowd of more than 2,000. The
military attache from the U.s.
embassy in Moscow and his wife
had come to Irkutsk to hear our
concert.

The highlight of the trip for me
came on the morning of Oct. 23. We
visited a pioneer school in Irkutsk, a
school where the children learn
music, dance, arts and crafts. We
were ushered into a room to hear a
small group of children (6 to 8 years
old) sing a few songs.

After their performance, most of
our group had left the room, but I
stayed behind to watch the
children's faces for a moment. Two

children came toward me and I
thought they were going to give me a
pin (a common custom in the USSR).
I knelt down on one knee to be at
eye level and they both gave me a
kiss at the same time on each cheek.

I could not keep back the tears. At
that moment, all the museums,
memorials and propaganda became
unimportant. Two small children
had bridged all the barriers and with
a kiss communicated their love and
trust for an American.

The rest of the trip was anti-
climatic. We visited Novosibirsk, a
city of 1.5 million people. We visited
their Scientific Institute, saw another
opera and sang another concert.
Their Bolshoi theater was con-
structed by the women of Nov-
osibirsk during World War II and
the first opera was performed there
in 1945, a month after the war
ended.

On Oct. 27, we flew to Moscow, a
city of more than 8 million. We saw
the Moscow circus, visited the
Kremlin grounds and sang several
concerts. We met many people and
had varied experiences, but the
people were friendly and seemed to
like Americans.

The people, like the two small
children in Irkutsk, expressed their
warmth and friendship in many
ways, not always with a kiss,
sometimes with a tear.



APAP Performances this Fri. & Sun. in Juneau









Visiting Soviet fiction writer
to present program Sunday

said Rytkheu, whose own ~n ~or~By BETSY LONGENBAUGH on a television program in Siberia
lMUUNEAU..... , entitled "This is Our Land." ,

'To listen to Russian author Yuri Rytkheu said it is also common in
Rytkheu is to hear more about the the Soviet Union to offer some ad-
similarities between Alaskans and vantages to Natives _ for example,
Russians than the differences. Native students there may enter a

Rytkheu is in Alaska this month university with lower test sco~s.
at the invitation of the Alaska Per- Rytkheu explained th~t all medical
forming Artists for Peace. The Sibe- care is free in the Soviet Umon, but.
rian Eskimo and popular Soviet fic- Natives also receive free medicine.
tion writer will speak on "History Alcoholism is a problem also
and Culture of Northern Peoples" faced by Siberian Natives, although
Sunday at 2 p.m, at the University of a recent crackdown on alcohol con-
Alaska-Juneau. The slide show, lee- sumption is having some effect, said
ture and musical presentation is in Rytkheu, The crackdown ,incl~d~s
the Hendrickson Building and costs cutting bar hours and making It il-
$5. . legal to appear in public ~, .
This trip to Alaska' is not As in Alaska, some Siberian vil-

Rytkheu's first. He visited Alaska in lages have also elected to be dry,
1978,'when he traveled around the said Rytkheu, "It's still a serious
northern part of the state. On this ,,'. YURMAN - problem ... but the situation is still
'1si~J howev~r, he came to Juneau YURI RVTKHEU improving," he sald. _ .
for me first time. . -' . '. Rytkheu brushed off questions

- Rytkheu, whOis now a Leningrad tlves.· , . about the underground writers'
resIdent] remembers first stepping He said, for example, that durmg movement in the Soviet Union, SaY-
on Alaska soil when he was a child on the 1960sthere wa,s a mov~ in the ~ ing "we have no s<H:alled. under-
'the Chukchi Peninsula. Raised in a viet Union to quit teaching :t:latlve , ground movement," and adding that
tradition81 leather tent in the' tiny languages - a movement s~ar ~ writers who may have been in such a
community of Uelen, Rytkheu said the one experienced here earlier m movement have emigrated.
he and others from Uelen traveled to the century. : That statement is at odds with as-
Alaska's Little Diomede Island sev- "It was simply the wrong deci- sertions by human rights groups who
eral times when he was young. sion.... (The government) didn't un- - say such a writing network exists,
\ "It was an old custom to visit peo- derstand the importance of the Ian- and that many Soviet authors have
pie back and forth," said Rytkheu, guage." been imprisoned for working in it.
who speaks English with a combina- Rytkheu called the Native lan- He also said that writers have
tion Russian and Eskimo accent: He guage "the real appearance of the more freedom in the Soviet Union
said international agreements then people," saying it defmed them as a now than in the past, and have s~c-
allowed the Eskimos of both Siberia group. . ceeded in writing against and h~tmg
and Alaska to exchange visits with- Native crafts ha~e ~so g~med several major industrial projects
out going through customs or having importance among Siberian Nat~ves, proposed by the government.
passports. as they have among Alaska Nat1v~, "We have no need to have an un-

That agreement ended in 1948,but said Rytkheu. For example, there IS derground writers' movement," he
it is one of the doors Rytkheu wants now a crafts building in his home- said.
to open on his trip here. "Right now, town of Uelen, where Native artists Rytkheu, at 57, has published
we dream to revive this old tradi- make crafts for museums and for more than 30books and has authored
)ion," he said. I ' sale. several movie scripts. Currently, he

Rytkheu met Alaska Performing Survival skills, hunting and t:Ja- is writing a libretto for a children's
Artists for Peace organizer Dixie tive crafts are now t~ug~t to Na~lve opera and is working on a movie pro-
Belcher when the group traveled to students, he said. Siberian Na~lves ject with Canadian author Farley
'the Soviet Union last October. He also share a concern about environ- Mowat.
said he strongly supports the group's ment with their Alaska neighbors. Most of his work is about life in
efforts to open communication be- The problems they face include "pro- the north he said.
tween the two countries. tecting land, water from industrial On thi~ visit, Rytkheu is traveling

Rytkheu said the geographical pollution," said Rytkheu. to Nome, Gambell, Anchorage,
closeness of Alaska and the Soviet Siberian Natives have also. been Savoonga, Bethel and Little Dio-
Union make the state a natural place affected by the influx of television, mede.
in which to begin a peace movement.
"It would be nice to make this re-

markable place ... an example for
good relations among our countries,"
he said. .
- Rytkheu said many of. the prob-

lems and concerns facing Alaska Na-
,tives are also faced by Siberian Na-



Soviet writer would open
Bering Strait 'highway~

By SAM BISHOP
News-Miner Bureau

JUNEAU':'-Soviet writer Yuri
Rytkheu must travel around the
world to visit people 50 miles from
his hometown. He thinks a shorter
route should be opened.
If nothing else, it would save him

some jet lag.
Rytkheu, who grew up in Wellen

(Uelen) on the easternmost point of
mainland Siberia, is on his third
trip through Alaska this week to
promote the idea of sinking the iron
curtain that floats, invisible, across
the Bering Strait.

To get here, Rytkheu flew from
Russia, through Europe, across the
Atlantic Ocean and over the con-
tinental United States.

Later this week, he will visit St.
Lawrence Island in the Bering Sea.
From the snow drifts he will be able
to gaze north at the same Siberian

(See SOVIET, Back Page)

(Continued from page 1)
mountains in whose shadows he
was born and raised.

Besides St.,Lawrence Island and
Juneau, Rytkheu will visit Anchor-
age, Nome, Little Diomede Island
and Bethel.

"We will talk with people. Prob-
ably the young generation doesn't
know what we have in the past," he
said.

"There is a movement in Alaska
,to establish peaceful relations be-
tween Soviets and Americans and

, especially between Alaskan people
and people who live in Chukotsk
(the peninsula of Siberia closest to
Alaska)," Rytkheu said.

Rytkheu is co-chairman of the
Alaska Performing Artists for
Peace, a Native dance group that
toured Russia last year. His visit to
Alaska is coordinated by that
group.

He is a weII-known writer in the
Soviet Union and vice-president of
the Leningrad writers union.

As a child in Welten, Rytkheu
lived in a walrus skin hut heated by
a seal oil lamp.

Teachers in the village school at
WeIIen were usuaIIy from Lening-
rad, he said. They talked of the uni-

YURIRYTKHEU
!: "We w:H1 talk"

......

versity, encouraging Rytkheu to
attend.

When he was is-years-old, he left
the village and spent two years
working his way across the conti-
nent. After arriving in Leningrad,
he took the entrance exam and was
admitted.

"They tested me not so strictly
'because I was late," he said,
laughing. , '

While in the university he began
to write. In ~953,at the age of 23,he
finished his first book:' He worked
at newspapers for a few years then
became a freelance writer in 1960.

Rytkheu, who speaks English
clearly, has supported himself
since then with freelance articles.
In 1983,he wrote a piece for Nation-
al Geographic about northern
minority cultures living across the
Soviet Arctic. He traveled with a
photographer from one end of the
country to the other.

Rytkheu first visited Alaska in
1978 and returned in 1980. He is
drawn by the 45mile expanse of ice
separating our country from his.

"The Bering Strait is a remark-
able place," Rytkheu said. Notonly
is it the closest Siberian region to
the United States geographicaIIy;

it also contains some of the closest
people culturaIIy.

Relationships between Siberian
Eskimos and Alaskan Eskimos on
St. Lawrence and Little Diomede
islands have always been good, he
said. They speak the same lan-
guage, Siberian Yupik. Visits were
common until the close of World
War II, Rytkheu said.

He remembers festivals in his
village, with sporting competi-
tions, dancing and music.

Such visiting ended in 1948,when
several men from Little Diomede
were captured and held on Big
Diomede Island for 52 days after
setting out in a skin boat to visit
relatives on Big Diomede. But
through the mid-I970s, hunters stilI
met on the ice between ·the two is-
lands to trade news about relatives,
according to islanders.

Rytkheu said he believes opening
the Bering Strait to travelers will
be possible. Soviet Ptesident
Mikhail Gorbachev mentioned the
possibility in a speech last sum-
mer,' Rytkheu said.

"We want to hear an opinion from
y6ur president," he said.

SOVIET _





INTERVIEW .
Yuri Rytkheu (pronounced RIT-

KEW) is a Soviet writer and vice-
president of the Leningrad Writer's
Union in the USSR. Born in 1930 in a
small Eskimo village along the Bering
Straits just 200 miles from Kotzebue,
Yuri is married and the father of three
children. lie is now a grandfather, too.

lie has been visiting Alaska for the
last few weeks, at the invitation of the
Alaska Performing Artists for Peace
group that toured the USSR in October.
Yuri is in Juneau to meet with state and
local oHicials about the possibility of
selling up a cultural exchange program
with thc Eskimo people of far-eastern
Russia, just across the Bering Straits.
For over 20 years, Yuri has dreamed of
some kind of "bridge of peace" connec-
ting Alaska with the Soviet Union.

"We are so close," he says.
While in Juneau, Yuri has been in-

terviewed by radio and print journalists
statewide. This week CAPITAL CITY
WEEKLY asked Yuri if we could have
his permission to re-print some excerpts
from his 1980 book, entitled "From
Nomad Tent to University," the
autobiographical story of how he grew
up in a suhsistence village and travell-
ed to the "big city" of Leningrad to pur-
sue his university education. In many
ways. it is the story of such Alaskans as
Willie Hensley, Gordan Jackson, David
Katzcek and AI Adams, among others.

Yuri graciously has given CAPITAL
CITY WEEKLY his permission to

• •

CAPrrAL CITY WEEKLY, Feb:-uary 18 • 24. 1987, Page
• •..... ,. • I· (. ,

literature, the world of the future."
"In my village at that time, the

shamans still recited old incantations to
ensure good weather, or the arrival of
walruses in large numbers at the
breeding grounds."

"It was at this time, when Iwas in
school as a young boy, that I first heard
of a thing called a 'university.' In par-
ticular, one of my teachers told me
about Leningrad University, over 3,000
miles away from my village, and I
decided that someday I would go t
that university."

"I remember clearly that bright, sun-
ny day on the 26th of June, 1946, when
I left my native village and began a
journey to Leningrad. I walked for
several miles across the sea ice, and at
the edge of the ice, a kayak was waiting
for me. Under a white sail we left the
Arctic Ocean and moved into the
Pacific O~an. In the Bering Straits, I
could see clearly the two islands, Big
Diomede and Little Diomede -- one
Soviet and the other American. Beyond
them the shores of the northwestern
Alaska soared in the blue haze ..;"

[Note: There will he two performances
this weekend bv local members of
Alaska Perforrninp; Artists for Peace:
Friday at 7:30 pm at Chapel by the
Lake; Sunday at 2 pm at Centennial
Hall. $10 donation at the door or pur-
chase tickel s at bookstore ..'S in advance.
Call 78!J-0449 for more information.]

reprint several paragraphs from his
book. This marks the first time in North
America that his autobiography has
been excerpted, and we are grateful for
the opportunity to share in this cultural
exchange between an important Soviet
writer and an American audience.

From the book, we now quote:

Y.ri RYTKHEU

From
Nomad Tent

to University
"Recently, I came across an old

photograph. It showed my native
village of Wellin in the 1920's. In the
foreground of the picture I could see the
old 'yaranga' in which I was born and
in which I grew up."

"In my imagination, I went out to
our old yaranga, a hut constructed of
stretched walrus skins over a wooden
framework of saplings. It was in such
a house that 1 spent my first 16 years

Yuri Rytkheu
Visiting Soviet Author

in Soviet Siberia, Along the walls of our
house, there were wooden barrels of
seal oil and walrus meat."

"In our hut, a tent really, the place
of pride belonged to the oil lamps,
which were made of a special stone.
Short tundra moss formed the wick,
while seal oil provided the fuel for the
lamp itself."

"The floor of our hut was made of
walrus skin and at night the floor was
covered with reindeer skins. Our
pillow, believe it or not, was a long,
polished logl"
"It was often so warm in our yaranga

that the occupants of the hut preferred
to take off their clothes completely., ."
"As a child, my yaranga struck me

as being very solid and strong, and I
loved living in it. Ieven did my school
work on the reindeer skin Iloorl Itwas
always warm in our hut, and somehow
you never noticed the absence of piped
water, plumbing or electricity."

"In Alaska, I understand many of the
villages along the Bering Sea use 'honey
buckets' for their bathrooms. In Soviet
Siberia, we used the same kind of pre-
modern plumbing!"

"When I was old enough to go to
school, I attended a Soviet school,
where one of the first Eskimo teachers,
Tartro by name, taught us. When J left
my hut each morning Oil the way to
school, it was like stepping across a gull
of a thousand years! I entered another
world, the world of knowledge, of





Soviet audiences enthusiastic
JUNEAU IAPI - The Alaska

Performing Artists for Peace, re-
turning to the state after a tour of
the Soviet Union, say Soviet au-
diences were enthusiastic about their
goodwillmission.

"I think by-and-Iarge the people
are very nterested in anything
American. They seemed very in-
quisitive and wanted to know about
our lives, not about what our
government does," said Dave Moe,
one of the 65 Alaskans on the tour of
six cities.

The group, including Eskimo

dancers, rock performers, gospel and
folk singers, returned to Juneau
Sunday night after 14 Soviet perfor-
mances.

Organizer Dixie Belcher reported
that Soviets had to be turned away at
evey stop.

"Our Intourist guide said a group
of amateur performers had never
elicited such a response before,"
Belcher said.

"It was really incredible because
they had heard a lot of bad things
about Americans, and even though
we have a free press, we had never

heard very much about the average
Russian," said Juneau resident Russ
Josephson. "The trip showed that
the people and the government are
entirely different, that people really
can communicate at a personal level,
even if you can't speak each other's
language."

One goal of the trip was to reunite
some of the St. Lawrence Island
Yupiks with Soviet relatives. The
Siberian leg of the trip was cut back
because of Soviet security concerns,
but one student in Leningrad
recognized one Alaska performer as
a relative. as did a Moscow woman,
according to the group.

"The really moving part of every
performance was when we would
sing 'We are the World,' " Belcher
said. "The crowd would all join and
sing it in English. It was an
incredible experience."
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Singer: Russians not so different
city of more than 800.000 people.
They have a huge hydroelectric dam
ana It was mere we sang a concert
10 a capacuy crowd of 1,300. More
than 2,000 were outside trying to get
into the concert hall.

On Oct. 21. we flew back to
Irkutsk and attended a circus that
everung The next evenmg we sang a

children came toward me and I
thought they were going to give me a
pin [a common custom in the USSR I.
I knelt down on one knee to be at
eye level and they both gave me a
kiss at the same time on each cheek.

I could not keep back the tears. At
that moment. all the museums,
memorials and propaganda became
unimportant. Two small children
had bridged all the barriers and with
a kiss communicated their love and
trust for an American.

The rest of the trip was anti-
climatic. We visited Novosibirsk. a
city of 1.5 million people. We visited
their Scientific Institute, saw another
opera and sang another concert.
Theil Bolshoi theater was con-
structed by the women of Nov-
osibirsk during World War II and
the first opera was performed there
in 1945, a month after the war
ended.

On Oct. 21, we flew to Moscow, a
city of more than 8 million. We saw
the Moscow circus, visited the
Kremlin grounds and sang several
concerts. We met many people and
had varied experiences. but the
people were friendly and seemed to
like Americans.

The people. like the two small
children in Irkutsk, expressed their
warmth and friendship in many
ways, not always with a kiss.
sometimes with a tear,

We loured the city went to the
opcr a ... LUCIa," and' performed for a
language school.

The people of Leningrad look the
same as the people in the U.S. When
I went for an early mormng walk,
people were walking their dogs,
jogging or waiting for the bus on
their way to work.

IE_lltllr. note: Duvid .\1Of: "I
[uncuu Wtl!\ a member oi an .\laska
""'~II1)( Jo;rfJUpwho traveled to the
""viet L·D1on.1

Bv DAVID MOE
. for the Log

JUNEAU - When I left Juneau tor
Kings Lake Camp near Wasilla on
Oct. 4 With a group of local singers
as part of Alaska Peforming Artists
for Peace, I still wasn't convinced
we were going to the USSR.

We still needed S15,000 just to get
the tickets from the San Francisco
travel agency. but I thought the trip
to Kings Lake would be enjoyable
because it would provide the chance
to meet other performing groups
from around the state who were
meeting to rehearse.

After meeting the group at Kings
Lake Camp, I became convinced this
event would happen. Three Eskimo
groups, a black gospel group from
Anchorage and the Juneau singers
combined for a family of entertainers
who were destined for the USSR,

We gave a concert on Oct. 8 at the
Anchorage Museum and left Oct. 9
for Los Angeles, Helsinki [Finland]
and Leningrad [Russial.

Leningrad is a city of 4.5 million
people that was under seige for 900
days during World War II and whose
people have spent the past 40 years
rebuilding the city. as Atlanta, Ga.,
did after the Civil War in the U.S,

The people of Leningrad look the
same as the people in the U.S.

On the morning of Oct. l7, we
spent 10 hours flying from Leningrad
to Khabarovsk. a cir of 500,000
people. We sang two concerts as the
first American performing arts group
ever to perform in Khabarovsk.

We left the next dav for Irkutsk. a
city of 850,000 near Lake Baykal. the
largest freshwater lake in the world.
We sang at the friendship hall in
Irkutsk and it was here that I met
the poet. .\1ark Cepteeb. who gave
me a copy of his latest book of
poetry. I promised to send him a
book of my poetry and that was one
of the first things I did upon my
return to juneau,

On Oct. 20 we flew to Bratsk. a

concert at the sports arena to a
crowd of more than 2.000. The
military attache from the U.S.
embassy in Moscow and his wife
had come 10 Irkutsk to hear our
concert,

The highlight of the trip for me
came on the morning of Oct, 23. We
visited a pioneer school in Irkutsk, a
school where the children learn
music. dance, arts and crafts. We
were ushered into a room to hear a
small group of children ;6 to 8 years
old) sing a few songs.

After their performance, most of
our group had left the room, but I
staved behind to watch the
chiidren's faces for a moment. Two
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Soviet audiences enthusiastic
dancers. rock performers, gospel and
folk singers, returned to juneau
Sunday night after 14 Soviet perter-
rnances.

Organizer Dixie Belcher reported
that SOviets had to be turned away at
eveystop.

"Our Intourist guide said a group
of amateur performers had never
elicited such a response before,"
Belcher said.
"It was really incredible because

they had heard a lot of bad th.ings
about Americans, and even though
we have a free press, we had never

JUNEAU (AP) - The Alaska
Performing Artists for Peace. re-
turning to the state after a tour of
the Soviet Union. say Soviet au-
diences were enthusiastic about their
goodwill mission.

"I think by-and-large the people
are very nterested in anything
American. They seemed very in-
quisitive and wanted to know about
our lives. not about what our
government does." said Dave Moe,
one of the 65 Alaskans on the tour of
six cities.

The group. including Eskimo

heard very much about the average
Russian," said juneau resident Russ
josephson. "The trip showed that
the people and the government are
entirely different, that people really
can communicate at a personal level.
even if you can't speak each other's
language."

One goal of the trip was to reunite
some of the St. Lawrence Island
Yupiks with Soviet relatives. The
Siberian leg of the trip was cut back
because of Soviet security concerns.
but one student in Leningrad
recognized one Alaska performer as
a relative. as did a Moscow woman,
according to the group.

"The really moving part of every
performance was when we would
sing 'We are the World.' " Belcher
said. "The crowd would all-join and
sing it in English. It was an
incredible experience."

Highlights Continued [roru 82

lessen I travel restrictions:' said
Jamieson. He felt that change would
be gradual and require a global
effort.

Alex Majewski. general manager
and translator for the group. said the
trip would be complete when a
Russian group visits' Alaska, Plans
were discussed with the Ministry, of
Culture in Moscow to bring a
Siberian Yupilt group here in May
which could lead to a series of
exchanges involving performers.
Majewski said Alaska "rings a bell"
for Russians because of our shared
history. He sees the state as a bridge

between the two countries.
In the meantime, the Alaskan

Performing Artists for Peace must
raise funds to cover more than
S2OO,000 in trip expenses. The group
owes Finn Air $50.000 and hopes to
raise enough 10 produce a lull-length
movie of the tour. Sqrne group
members went into debt to cover
equipment freight expenses on the
trip.

Persons wishing to contribute can
send donations 10 Alaskan Perform-
ing Artists for Peace, 1991 Hughes
Way, juneau, Alaska. 99801. Dona-
tions are tax deductible.

The Cutting Edge In Technology
Now Has The Edge In Price

wnen you plck up a HUSQvama
saw, you expect tne best Innew
tecnnolOQV. tne best In durablll·
tv and tne beSt pawer-to-welgnt
rano. Now VOUcan expect the
best deal around.
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PEACE IS POSSIBLE

I~ is something I will never forget.
<,

Thousands of Soviets standing with their arms lifted in the
air, holding hands, singing "We Shall Overcome", tears streaming.
Unbelievable warmth, hugs, tears, children's kisses of welcome,
the sharing of hope.

Peace is possible.
There were sixty-seven of us. Whites, Blacks, Eskimos. We

were sponsored partially by the State of Alaska and we called our-
selves Alaska Performing Artists for Peace. For three weeks, we
performed across the Soviet Union. We sang and danced for inte11ectua1~
soldiers, peasants, Communists, students, Eskimos, Blacks, the press.
And they sang and danced with us. The response was always the same.

We were billed as "Alaska's gift to the Soviet Union". Thousands
were turned away. Crowds broke down doors trying to get in. For the
Alaskans, §uch a response was totally unexpected, overwhelming and
deeply moving. It changed our lives.

At our first concert in Leningrad, Soviet Yupik Eskimos tentative1
approached Alaskan Yupik Eskimos, speaking in Siberian Yupik. Two I
thousand people in the world speak Siberian Yupik. One thousand live 1
in Siberia", one thousand in Alaska. For the first time ~ince 1940,

~.: ':,1

these Eskimos, who live only fifty miles from each other and have been



one people for thousands of years, spoke to each other, touched,
shared news of relatives. There were no dry eyes in the auditorium
that night.

Peace is possible.
"Our Intourist guide sobbed through every performance. It was

the best thing that happened to her, she said. She was sure it was
the best thing that would ever happen to her. "You can't imagine
how suspicious English-speaking tourists are," c;hesaid. "Surely
you've guided peace groups?" I asked , "They're worst of all," sl.e

replied. "Not only are they suspicious, hut they want to change us."
Maybe we're too intellectual. In our efforts toward peace, both

official and unofficial, maybe we rely too much on our heads. On
conditioned responses. Responses learned well on both si)es, in both
systems. We must recognize our common humanity. With languages
from the heart, which is, after all, an international organ of com-
munication. Music, dance, laughter transcend political, idealogical
and language harriers, instantly. Talk is easier after sharing songs,
dances, laughter, tears. After we have experienced our common humanity.
After we like each other. After we trust each other. Then we can
decide about sharing the planet, about peace.

How can we expect to reach understanding when we try to negotiate
with "the enemy"? With people we don't like, don't trust, don't
respect. If we are ever to ~chieve peace, we must first experience
each other as human beings. We must balance languages of the head
~ith those of the,heart. With simple ways of communicatinl~ we
share from time immemorial.

We have much to learn from each other. We are not all right and



they all wrong. Ethnocentrism. We must grow beyond it if we are
to survive. We point to their lack of freedom, their faltering
economy. They point to our pornography, violence, poverty. We
can share economics, technology, freedom. They can teach us about
responsihility, about caring. Soviets leave their babies in
buggies outside stores in the Soviet Union. Mothers know that
passersby will comfort the baby if necessary. I was in Moscow
in January, 1986, when Challenger blew up. Soviets stopped me in
the street, took my hands, and with tears in their eyes expressed
their sorrow. Some could say only the word "Challenger", but their,
message was clear.

I believe they want ~eace. Allover the Soviet Union are signs
that say "What have you done for peace today?" Signs for the word
"Peace" in many different languages. Signs showing the horrors
of war. Signs showing people beating swords into plowshares. Peace
art fills the schools. My favorite is a picture of a globe with
blue sky above. Four clasped hands protect the sky, one black, one
red, one white, one brown. Above the hands, bombs are falling.
It was drawn by an eleven year old girl in Moscow. Soviet children's
art'projects have a common theme of the world's children holding

\

hands in peace and friendship.
Peace is possible.
We must first recognize our common humanity. Our shared hopes,

needs, problems, aspirations. Then we can play at being politicians,
intellectuals,·idealogues. We are, after all human heings and our
similarities far exceed our differences.



Let's have more cultural exchange. Let's get to know each
other. Let's have television and movies showing Soviets as real
people. :~e have to outgrow the bad guy/good guy mentality. Where
we are always the latter. We must recognize Soviets as people.
We must outgrow ethnocentrisem. Our lives depend on it.

Peace is possible.

Written by Dixie Belcher, UoSu Co-Chair, Alaska Performing Artists for Peace

"



MY TURN Peace is possible

By DIXIE BELCHER
It is something I will never forget.
Thousands of Soviets standing

with their arms lifted in the air, hold-
ing hands, singing "We Shall Over-
come," tears streaming. Unbeliev-
able warmth, hugs, tears, children's
kisses of welcome, the sharing of
hope.

Peace is possible.
There were 67 of us. Whites,

Blacks, Eskimos. We were sponsored
partially by the State of Alaska and
we called ourselves Alaska Perform-
ing Artists for Peace'. For three
weeks, we performed across the S0-
viet Union. We sang and danced for
intellectuals, soldiers, peasants,
Communists, students, Eskimos,
Blacks, the press. And they sang and
danced with us. The response was al-
ways the same.

We were billed as "Alaska's gift
to the Soviet Union." Thousands
were turned away. Crowds broke
down doors trying to get in. For the
Alaskans, such a response was total-
ly unexpected, overwhelming and
deeply moving. It changed our lives.

. At our first concert in Leningrad,
Soviet Yupik Eskimos tentatively ap-
proached Alaskan Yupik Eskimos,
speaking in Siberian Yupik. Two
thousand people in the world speak
Siberian Yupik. One thousand live in
Siberia, one thousand in Alaska. For
the first time since 1940, these Eski-

mos, who live only 50 miles from
each other and have been one people
for thousands of years, spoke to each
other, touched, shared news of rela-
tives. There were no dry eyes in the
auditorium that night.

Peace is possible.
Our Intourist guide sobbed

through every performance. It was
the best thing that happened to her,
she said. She was sure it was the best
thing that would ever happen to her.

"You can't imagine how suspi-
cious English-speaking tourists are,"
she said.

"Surely you've guided peace
groups?" I asked. .

"They're worst of all," she re-
plied. "Not only are they suspicious
but they want to change us." ,

Maybe we're too intellectual. In
our efforts toward peace, both offi-
cial and unofficial, maybe we rely
too much on our heads. On condi-
tioned responses. Responses learned
well on both sides, in both systems.
We must recognize our common hu-
manity. With languages from the
heart, which is, after all, an interna-
tional organ of communication. Mu-
sic, dance, laughter transcend politi-
cal, ideological and language bar-
riers, instantly. Talk is easier after
sharing songs, dances, laughter,
tears. After we have experienced our
common humanity. After we like

each other. After we trust each oth-
er. Then we can decide about sharing
the planet, about peace.

How can we expect to reach un-
derstanding when we try to negotiate
with "the enemy?" With people we
don't like, don't trust, don't respect.
If we are ever to achieve peace, we
must first experience each other as
human beings. We must balance lan-
guages of the head with those of the
heart. With simple ways of commu-
nicating we share from time imme-
morial.

We have much to learn from each
other. We are not all right and they
all wrong. Ethnocentrism. We must
grow beyond it if we are to survive.
We point to their lack of fr~dom,
their faltering economy. They point
to our pornography, violence, pover-
ty. We can share economics, technol-
ogy, freedom. They can teach us
about responsibility, about caring.
Soviets leave their babies in buggies
outside stores in the Soviet Union.
Mothers know that passersby will
comfort the baby if necessary. I was
in Moscow in January, 1986, when
Challenger blew up. Soviets stopped
me in the street, took my hands, and
with tears in their eyes expressed
their sorrow. Some could say only
the word "Challenger," but their
message was clear.

I believe they want peace. All
over the Soviet Union are signs that

say "What have you done for peace
today?" Signs for the word "Peace"
in many different languages. Signs
showing the horrors of war. Signs
showing people beating swords into
plowshares. Peace art fills the
schools. My favorite is a picture of a
globe with blue sky above. Four
clasped hands protect the sky, one
black, one red, one white, one brown.
Above the hands, the bombs are fall-
ing. It was drawn by an n-year-old
girl in Moscow. Soviet children's art
projects have a common theme of
the world's children holding hands in
peace and friendship.

Peace is possible.
We must first recognize our com-

mon humanity. Our shared hopes,
needs, problems, aspirations. Then
we can play at being politicians in-
tellectuals, ideologues. We are, ~fter
all, human beings and our similari-
ties far exceed our differences.

Let's have more cultural ex-
change. Let's get to know each other.
Let's have television and movies
showing Soviets as real people. We
have to outgrow the bad guy-good
guy mentality. Where we are always
the latter. We must recognize Soviets
as people. We must outgrow ethno-
centrism. Our lives depend on it.

Peace is possible...-
Dixie Belcher is the U.S. co-chair of

Alaska Performing Artists for Peace.



Anchorage Daily News Sunday, January 4, 1987

LAKE CLARK - So you think
you'd like to sample Siberia; help
thaw the cold war; at least dimple,
if not draw the Iron Curtain? You
can do so - for a price.

So learned the 67 Alaskan Per-
fonning Artists For Peace we accom-
panied on a three-week tour of the
Soviet Union. The price will not be
solely cash. Prepare to pay as well
by relinquishing past misperceptions
along with complacency which takes
for granted the system we live un-
der.

While Bella and I had been quests
of the Soviets along with six other
governors back in 1979,we had not
been able to visit Siberia. Since this
area had long intrigued us we
jumped at the chance when asked if
we'd accompany a group that includ-
ed several Eskimos from northwest
Alaska who hoped to seek out Sibe-
rian friends or relatives they'd not
been able to visit for more than 40
years. •

The contrast between our 1979
visit and this year's was vivid. In

bushrat'lings

jay hammond
1979 we were accorded VIP treat-
ment. Zipped around in flag-flap-
ping Zil limousines with KGB
agents in constant attendance, we
were tightly programmed. We never
took off on our own. Instead we
were escorted to innumerable war
memorials, toured factories, hospi-
tals, schools and atomic reactors.
The only Soviet citizens we talked to
at all were Intourist guides or high-
ranking members of the Communist
Party; to which, by the way, only

oviet UnionII secon
puppies; nipping her heels, tearing
her stockings and sometimes disgra-
cing themselves on her carpet. So
when she breathlessly asked on the
phone if it were OK to bring a
high-ranking Soviet communist out
to Lake Clark for a visit I agreed,
but with some small concern.

"What's he up to?" I asked.
"He's the one who will say da or

nyet to our proposed Siberian visit,"
was her reply. "He said he'd like to
see the backside of Alaska rather
than just urban areas and I immedi-
ately thought of your place."

"I hope you mean the 'out back'
of Alaska," I responded with some
small indignation, "Sure, bring hiTY1f·-,··"
along."

(I'll continue the story in my next
column.)

o Jay Hammond was governor of Alas-
ka from 1974to 1982.

about 20 percent of the Soviet citi-
zens belong.

By contrast, this year we were
permitted to strike out on our own
and mingle more with the people. In
the process we learned that in their
so-called classless ~ociety some are
indeed more "equal" than others.

.Obviously the heavy emphasis on
war memorial visitation during our
first visit was designed to convince
us that of all the world's people the
Soviets most ardently aspire to
peace. They do a good job of making
their case. Certainly after visiting
the mass grave site of some 500,000
Leningrad citizens who perished
during the Nazis' 900-day siege of
that city, and learning that 20 mil-
lion Soviet citizens died during
World War II, one finds it hard to
believe that they, having experi-
enced war far more intimately than
have most of us, are not at least as
sincere as we in aspiring to peace.

Of course, we in turn feel that
America would never instigate a

U.S.-Soviet war. Yet somehow these
attitudes do not clear the communi-
cations channels between us. Instead
we apprehensively view each other
as warmongers.

This item became a prime subject
in discussions we had last spring
during an advance three-day visit to
our Lake Clark homestead by the
then editor of the Moscow News,
Gennady Gerishimov. You've seen
him since on TV. As the new minis-
ter of infonnation he's now the
prime Soviet spokesman on all mat-
ters.

We had received a call from long-
time friend Dixie Belcher of Juneau
who is not only the spark plug, but
piston and drive shaft behind the
Alaskan Performing Artists For
Peace. Dixie, bless her generous,
compassionate, gullible soul, is for-
ever involved in extremus in some
cause or another. As a result, chaos,
confusion, apprehension and panic
often swirl in her wake like pet
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Soviets may allow native Esk .....·........,,§

to cross Bering Strait b e
By Terry Kliewer
Denver Post Staff Wriler

A project that began as a simple
cultural exchange program may
succeed in wedging open the re-
mote Bering Strait frontier that di-
vides the United States and the So-
viet Union.

The project's organizer, Alaskan
peace activist Dixie Belcher, said
Saturday the upcoming Moscow
summit may include an announce-
mentthattravel will be allowed for
the first time since World War II
for native Eskimos living on the
two shores of the Bering Strait,
If that happens, Belcher will be

entitled to take a bow.
Recent moves to open up the fro-

zen frontier, at least to the 2,000
Yup'ik Eskimos who live astride it,
pretty much began with Belcher in
1986 when she organized a tour of
the Soviet Union for a native
Yup'ik Eskimo performing arts
group.

Dixie Belcher
Politics weren't necessarily on

the tour agenda. But the Soviets
were so taken with the Yup'iks
that the issue of their divided,

transconl iucnt al "homeland"
quickly developed into an interna-
tional cause.

No one was more surprised than
Belcher.

"When we started, we were told
this was not very important, and
that diplomats had more important
things to attend to," she said. "But
we got a tremendous response ...
and the wheels started turning."

The result: Talks began that
could culminate in at least a "sym-
bolic" opening of the Bering Strait
to Yup' ik Eskimo traffic this
spring. At stake arc family tics in-
volving Yup'iks on either side of
the Bering Strail.

I':xplaincd Yup'ik Eskimo artist
Cliuna l\1cIntyre, who was in town
with Belcher: "To us, the bonier is
imaginary, but for 40 years, we
cannot cross it. We should be more
global about this and not so igno-
rant. This could symbolize peace
for both of our nations."
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Juneau woman plans to
attend Moscow summit

THE JUNEAU EMPIRE

When President Reagan and Sovi-
et leader Gorbachev meet in Moscow
for their summit later this month
Juneau will have its own unofficiai
ambassador on hand to watch the
proceedings.

Juneau resident Dixie Belcher is
planning a trip to the Soviet Union to
work on a variety of Alaska issues in-
cluding getting permission for boat
and plane trips from Alaska to Sibe-
ria this summer.

While "nothing is ever for sure "
Belcher said her latest plans call f~r
her to leave Juneau Sunday and ar-
rive in Moscow Wednesday after-
noon.

She will be carrying duplicate en-
try applications for a planned sailing
expedition by scholar-adventurers
Mimi George and David Lewis who
are planning to sail a group of Alas-
ka Eskimos from Nome to the Siberi-
an city of Provideniya and the pro-
posed "friendship flight" on Alaska
Airlines from Nome to Provideniya.

While both those trips have re-
ceived initial Soviet approval, no ac-
t~on has been taken on the applica-
tions recently and Belcher is hoping
to unclog the red tape logjam holding
up those journeys.

There are some 80 Eskimos from
Saint Lawrence Island that have ex-
pressed interest in attending whaling
festivals in July and August in Sibe-

\ ria.

JUNEAU
NEWS

.J

In addition to trying to help open
travel t~rough the Bering Straits,
B.e~cher IS attempting to arrange a
VISIt to the World Eskimo-Indian
Olympics (in Fairbanks in July) by a
Siberian Eskimo dance troupe called
White Sail; negotiate a Soviet-Ameri-
can songwriters conference; and or-
ganize a 130-member Soviet-Ameri-
c~n singing and dancing group. She
WIll also contribute stories to the
Empire on her impressions of the
Reagan-Gorbachev summit.

"Other than that, I'll have nothing
to do," Belcher joked.

After her two to three-week visit
to Russia is completed, Belcher said
she will attempt to leave the country
through Provideniya.

~~~
~ ~~3
~
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"The Soviets danced their American
audience right out of their seats."

THE BOSTON GLOBE on the POKROVSKY SINGERS
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Performing Arts
Center
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Paul Winter Consort

CHUNA McINTYRE
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U.S., SOVIET ESKIMO DANCERS
Presented by
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Soviets, Yanks may rock in Anchorage
Organizers hope to melt 'ice curtain' with two-day festival in February at Sullivan Arena
By HAL BERNTON
Da,y News reporter

Sovltt and U.S. rock 'n' rollers plan to
converge on Anchorage In February lor a
two-day festival feting what organizers call
"the melting of the ice curtain."

The festival also is expected to Include a
mix of Soviet and U.S. Native dance troupes,
Black gospel groups and politicians from
both nations.
"It will be a giant celebration - a potpour-

ri of Soviet and American groups." said
Dixie Belcher. director of Carnal. an Alaska
arts organization that is co-sponsoring the

event with the Alaska State Chamber of
C~. -

The Soviets hope to bring their 40·person
group to Anchorage in a jet chartered by
Aeronot, the Soviet's national airline. The
flight - as tentatively scneduled - would
depart from the Soviet Far East town of
Magadan and arrive in Anchorage Feb. 20,
according to Belcher.

Gov. Steve Cowper. according to an aide,
has issued an invitation to Aerotlot to make
the flight but it must still be approved by the
State Department and other federal agencies.

The State Department has yet to receive a

landing request from Aerotlot, said a depart.
ment official who refused to be identified,
but he expected that one could be approved.

The festival is scheduled for the SulliVan
Arena Feb. 24·25, with a rock concert dosing
out the celebrations. On the U.S. side, Eddie
Money has committed to the Sullivan fest i-
val, and Camai is courting several other
groups.

Tom Anderson, Sullivan Arena ceneral
manager, confirmed the bookings and said
the arena was charging its standard fee that
Includes 10 percent of the gross.

Shane Johnson. a state chamber official,
said his group had pledged to raise $25,000to

help finance the event, and was already
half-way there.

Belcher said her group is negotiating with
several cable networks, which she refused to
identify, for the rights to broadcast the
concert.

Belcher is a- Juneau resident who helped
organize a 1986 tour of Siberia for Alaska
performing artists. She has frequently re-
tumed to Moscow to lobby for improved
relations between Alaska and the Soviet
Union.

Relations chllled In the 19405 as the Cold

See BackPage, FESTIVAL

FESTIVAL: Soviet-American show in the works for Sullivan Arena
I ContinUedfrom Page A·I I
War prompted U.S. and Soviet officials to
sbut down all traffic across the Bering

. Straits. That ended annual visits among U.S.
and Soviet Eskimos, and killed any remnants
of the freewheeling trade that, prior to the
Russian Revolution, flourished between
Northwest Alaska and the Russia's Chukchi
Peninsula.

Withill the past two years, glasnost has
warmed border relations. A multitude of
scientific and cultural exchanges have been
organized between Alaska and the Soviet Far
East, and Alaska firms talk of trade in
teclulology, furs, fish and other products.

Last June, an A,.Iaska Airlines ;'-', new II
the Chukchi Peninsula town of Provideniya,

and the carrier hopes for regularly scheduled
tourist fIlghts to Provideniya next summer.

Meanwhile, Aerotlot is interested In sum-
mer charter flights to Anchorage, according
to George Perov, a Tass reporter based in
Khabarovsk.

Belcher said the festival was first pro-
posed last summer by Stas Namln, a Soviet
rocker whose records have sold more the 40
million copies. Namln proposed a New Year's
Eve concert in Anchorage. but those dates
weren't available at the Sullivan Arena. so
the festival was pushed back to February.

Namin, the grandson of a prominent Sovi-
et politician, began his career during the
Brezhnev years, when rock was an under-
ground phenomenon that nourished largely

via bootleg records and tapes. "He was not
allowed to perform In public," Belcher said.

Under Gorbachev, Namin and many other
Soviet rockers have achieved official status
as state-supported artists, and some even

. have toured abroad.
Namin both piays in a band and helps

manage about 40 other bands, Belcher said.
According to the Washington Post. most of

the Soviet rockers don't make much money.
One popular rock star, Sori Grebenschl·

kov, earns S27per performance, and was paid
only S510 for the tape of an album expected
to sell at least 1 million copies.

During a recent trip to Moscow. Belcher
said she asked Namin how much he would
charge for his Anchorage performance.

Namin told Belcher he wouldn't take any
pay.

Belcher said she asked three times, to
make sure she understood him.

"He said 'This concert Is purely for sym·
bolic reasons. fm not colng to accept any
money.' "

And what about Namln's Atnerican eoun-
terparts at the festival?

"That's a different story," Belcher said.
After the festival. some Soviet performers

will travel to the Lower 48 for additional
bookings, then mum home via Moscow.
Others will go home after the concert on U.S.
charter flights to Siberia, Belcher said.

U the festival makes a profit. Belcher said
Camal hopes to use It to finance a worldwide
tour of U.S. and Soviet artists.
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v validated the efforts. calltng for

reased contact berween residents of
far North regions.

"We VIew this as a human rigllts
more tlIan as a bilateral relations
:' said Wayne Neill. a Stale De-

I SovIet affairs officer in Wash-
D.C. "The concepl that tamilJes
be allowed 10 visil each other 15

y rooted in the human soul."
In an apparent wiIIlngDess to reopen

border. the Soviel Union last fall
ed reviVUIg the visits and setting

a jOlnI COmIlllSSlOllto cleaI with unau-
rUed border c:rossmgs.
A State Departmenl official will

late In the week with a lOP RUSSWl
epublic foreIgn affairs officer and a

. 0 delegation from Nome and
ambeIJ 10 discuss border issues. Neill

TIle Soviets will need time to studv
U.S. posiUOIIand aren't likely 10S1gi,

agreemenl Ill!Xt week in Anchor-
• lie SIlId. or April I al the inlema·

datebne. wbere some. bad !loped
a S1grung ceremony a100g the roule

a U.S.-Soviet sid team's trans-Benng
·tion.

A second importanl element of the
. .t is the posaibiIity of establisllillg

del' commercial contacts. While the
regions share a resourc~based
mv. econonusts and lrade experts
eaCh could beneti t from mutual
rauon.

During a JWle visit 10 the terntory of
gadan III the Soviel Far Easl. Gov.

Cowper and V.I. Kobel%, governor
the ternlory. agreed to explore
tuaI trade. Theae agreements were

""",~oenl!d dunng a reclproc:aJ visillO
rage and at a lrade mISSIon of

to Magadan in NOYI!rtIber.
Cowper will boat several IIigll goy.

ent officials Tuesday in J une8U.
they will participate in a joinl

of the Alaska LegiaIalllre'S for-
trade comminees.

The Soviets could traae fish tor U.S.
fislung tecntllques ano tecnnology III

jouu ventures and could use U.S. sau-
sageomaJang eqwpment and lmow-/lQw
in thell' vast reindeer meat tndUStljl.
said Ron Miller, tishenes exDl!n 11\ the
Alaska Office of Intemauoilal Trade.
And U.S. mitung propemes could use
Soviet ice-breaJung cargo s1ups and
smelters 10 develop remol e mmeral de-
posits.

CbaJlces for trade are enhanced by
Gorbac:bev's efforts 10 restrUcture the
Soviel ecoaomy. New laws give manag-
ers more responsibilities. more profit
incentives and more leewa v 10 CleaI with
the West to gelllanl curreticy.

With both Soviel and U.S. business
still teeling their way In the era of g1as-
nost. or openness. the Alaska Chamber
of Commerce will Ilost semtnars III
wllich l:.S. businessmen and theIr So-
viel cauntelll8rts will tell each other
aboul the economic and legal fram~
works for commerce.

Organizers also expect many pnvate
discussions berween Alaskans and S0-
viet officials in agnculture. mining, con-
struCtiOCl.aviation. sport and culture.
"It takes a lot of meenngs before you

sign a bustness CleaI:' said GWIIIllr
Knapp, economics professor and SoVIet
expert at the University of Alaska An-
chorage. "So iI'S significant that they
keep cormng beck. and they bnng more
people."

The chance 10 gel free-5l\eDding
Western tourists inlO lite rugged beauty
of the SoVlel Far Easl should tempt So-
viel officials Illto talking with U.S. tour
indUStry representauves.

Alaska Airlines. wllich flew a jet full
of Eslcimos. politicians and reponers 10
ProvicIeruya last June. is still awaiting
penntSSlOll to begin commercial service
to the C1tukotl<a Pentnsula pon 10wn.
posaibly in conjunction with a crwse
ship line.

Tllough perltaos less dramatic titan
intemauonal busllleSS or cultural RC'
c:on1s. lite grass-roots aanospltere of the
week could help make tnends of people
woo. If not enerntes, were surely StraD-
geR.

"Whal did anyone know about Maga~'
dan before we met tltese people?"
asked KnaDp. "It was almost 1Il<ethe
dark, side of the moon ... There's
something 10 lmowmg your nei[thbors
even it you never trade with them."

Events schedllled for the week will
offer great opponunities for the Inlerna-
tlonal llelgllbors to get to know each
other:

• All but 11 of the Soviel visilors will
board In the homes of AncItorage volun-
leers. giving both lIosts and guests a
cbance to funber ~ 1ItIdemand-
lng.

• Volunteen will dnve guests from
the WIlliam A. Egan CiVICand Conven-
tion center 10 vanous functions around
lawn.

• SovietS will visit about SOlocal pub-
lic schools Tuesday tor talks. usem·
blies. partteS and gel·to-lmow.you ses-
sions.

• A reception Monday al the at the
AIaslta center for the Perfonning Arts
will aJJow the entire city 10 meel with
the Soviets.

• JoumaIistS from both COWltnes
will discuss the l~ of restrictions
on Soviet press al a panel disc:ussion and
recepttOllat UM.

• Three Solclottta scItoolcltlldrett and
three leachers will trade places with
students and scItttol officials in the City
of Magadan for a week.

The week's events will be thoroughly
documented and carried to the resl of
the world.. The Soviet delegatiOll in-
cludes reporters for the maJor Soviet
newspapers. plus regional papers from
MagacIaD. A Ielevision crew will film
the visit. and send footage back vta sal·
ellile.

Reporters are also ezpected from
Sweden, Japan. Flniand, Yugoslavia,
Czec:boslovaltia aDd Canada.

"The rest of the world cares because
this iaOlleof many, many·areas lite U.S.
and the U.s.S.R. are talIting... said
Knapp. "And this is of great symbolic
significance, becauIe it's nglll where
we ~ neillIlbors-"

Here's the schedu Ie of events
-.

.......... n ...... tol"""'-Aerott04 ~.,.
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~
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Soviets arrive Monday for week-lonq visit
By LMRY CAMPBELl
end STAN JONES
0Uy News reooners

A p1aDeload of Soviets
"Will tieleend on ADcbonlf:
Monday 1:)1 8 aeries of
eY'eDU that IPOnaon cl.a1m
1r'11l tbliw the Iee cunain.
tOlter interu.ational trade
aDd promote world peace.

Tbe week-.lang visit D}'
Scwiet ,.cwemment officials.
.choolteaeben, sehoolthil·

. dre:n. musici.ans and journal·

ina may Doi do muc:h of that
but It will Jive ADc:boralf:
nside:cu I c:baDce to rub
elbows aDd sblke bands
with their former monal en-
emies trom &c:ross the Benng
Strait.

·-me Soviet Union bas i

parocuJar place in Amen·
caDS' miDlh. and a lot of it is
IM.&ttve,·' Aid Dave Can·
non. wbo is helping maDelt
tht vlllt for tbe Alas • .;.
State Chamber of Com-

TM SibeNn bond Rondo i.port of tM !>olurdov concert.

Rock and folk cheer
10 be spread by Soviets

1l"

c:::::=J ~ c:::==J

];;~J!)I~~
i:z TO THE 1::f
JID]1]illJ

Dust off your "cia" and
'-nye!" and Whatever
Olber Russian words
you may Imow. An alT'

plaoe J<.d of Semel visitors ar·
nves Monday Ul Ancbora,e lor a
week.long vis!t that wUlmcluele ;::
festive 'olk concen and a rau·
cous rock conten..

The ~member delegation.
• ·iuch mclu<ies buslnessoeopie,
Joumahsts and mUSlClans. will
expton OUT city IlnC ,e: ac·
queued With our ciuz.ens.

Atter 0 week of meeUl18S.
busmess lWlcheons and traae
shows, Sovlet·Amencan Fnend·
shIp Week cw.n'llnates with a
GluDost Folkfest Friday on the
Atwood Cmcen Hall SlaFe at the
A.Luk8 center for the Perform-
tlI8 ArU IlIlCI a SupeflJOWer Rock

~

' and Roll concert Satun1av at the
SullIvan Arena, .
AJttItS ta.Iang pan in the Fri·

clay Folldos' Ulclude The Pok·
. rovKy Stn,.en. who spt'nl many

years in 1M WKie~f *

Viet culture and onJy recentl)-'
emer,ed IS one of the USSR's
most popular vocal ,:roups.. Their
rept!fWlT'e mdudes traditional
Russian folk SOI1p. They re-
cently comJ»eted a U.S. tour
with Paul Vluuer.
JoiJung them CIl stage will be

the While Sail Dancers. a tram·bona! _ Eolamo dance

group from ~ ChutotsKa Perun-

meree. '-rJ)e ave...,e penon
... will find that these peo-
ple Ilft ineredlbly warm. ,.

The vUlt is jointly spon-
sored by the ItaU cl1amber.
which Is 1.Dtuested priman·
h in tDe chance: to talk
busiDess with the lovem·
ment ot11o&1l iD the croup,
and". JUDeau~bued non-
prcfit croup ealled Camai.
which is Jt.I(iDc conterti on
Friday aDd Saturday
l41ny of the evl:DU, in·

clucliDC tbe eeneerts. will
.cost mOJley. Some. such as a
Sl()O.per.c:ouple. invitation-
only reception at es-cev ,
Walter Hickel's bome. will
cost a lot 01 mODe~·.

But other events are tfte.
And perhaps the best ~
to mmlie with the Sovieu is
not only tree. but isn't &rI

event at all. It's a three-dar
OJ)JlOrtunity to wander into
the Elan Convention Center
~d say ..bowd)·,·· or. as the

SOVIETS: Delegation to arrive Monday for week-long visit
ContlnIlod '""" Pago 8-, I

,any ..Uners and devoted
lovemment ott1c::ia1a u it is
I likely forum 10r subltaD·
:ive aereements.

"Lots of these people need
:0 be rewarded, I thiD.k. ...
said Bob Valliant. usistant
l1*:iallst 10r reseU"Cb at the
Univenity of Hawaii's Sovi.
et UlUon on the Pacl!ic and
Asian Repon Promm.

"They've been ,oad work ..
en or longtime party work·
en and deserve a trip," be
said. "So, when word ,eIS
around Moscow that a
rueht's loinl to the West.
people i.r:l eb..arJe on that end
say, 'OK, you can Co and
you can 10.' ..

The Alaska visit 150't the
ooly bond beir:ll foqed be-
tween U.S. and SoViet citi·
zens. AcrolS the United
States, civic I1'OUpS, cbam·
ben of commeree, schools
and profeSSional orlamza.
tiOllS are lDvitin, SoV1eU to
S11 down aDd talk..

"It's Soviet mania," said
L.iza Mallot, procram officer
for t..be U.S. Soviet Excb.an,e
Initiative. an arm of the
U.S. Information A,tmCY. in
WaslungtOn, D.C.

"There are pocll:ets 01 ac-
tivity allover tbe United
States, Seattle will be lUI·

. ing Goodwill Games next
summer. Mi.Dll.eapolis·St.
Paul has a Slster-dty ar·
r&Dleme.nt with Novos!·
birsk. Hilh sc:.bools are ex·
c.banginc students. It's so
Widespread ana such a grus
rootS ef10rt, we cae't kl!e'p
tracit of it all here."

BaltImore residents last
week were donating food,
bOUSUlC and cash after a
toun.cg SOViet ballet troupe
was stranaed when lIS finan·
:ial supponers backed OUt.

OUler than some warm
lanlishakes and pOSSible
)rogress on visitations fo:-
iauvts across the border.
toV1et experts say Alaskans
bowdn't expect a wnole lot
f substance from :bls
"eek's festIVlt1es. ~o on~ ,,,

.-seMet roc;ken JlaDQo. I band
lIIlm ~ben&. wtll aIIo pertO""
S&turcIay. as will .-.mencan
_ M~. HIS fourth plau·
....,...u.ng loP, "Can't Hold
_k" and the more recent
.'tkIttung 10 u.e:' bave pro-

p6Iled tum uno tnt ~ti.J.ghl.
M&DeY recently wrapped U+l an
~Ive taU toUt lbat wok tum
~t the nortlwast and
.-.u,western _ or the

UIlted States.

qreemeats aT peace iDitia·
lives in. this round.

"There's nothin, wronl
with meetine and beinc
friClds." ,.hi Leon Arce. a
lpec::iaUst in Soviet aUain at
the Herlta,e Foundation - a
conservative, Wuhlngton.
D.C., think WI.k - and, un-
til 11 years aco, a Soviet
dt.i1en.

"But Ame.ricans seem to
want to believe that if the
people are %lice.. the lovern·
ment is. too. That's troe in a
democratic SOC1et:y. but the
SoViet Union IS no democra ..
c=y:Th •• ovemment is som~
t.b..iJJi, else alain."

This week's events
evolved more or less the
way a full-blown pany
stans. witb just a few
triend.s .ettiD, to,etbu on a
S&ttmlay ~t.

[I belan wlUI DUie Belch,
er, wbo beads Camal. She is
a JlUJeau woman with a
friend in the Soviet national
lovemment. foftJlU .minis·
try spokesman Gennadi Ger·
ULmOV. The two met three
yean .,0 when Belcher took
a troupe at performers to
Moscow. She stayed. in touch
With Moscow, tryiQc to orga·
niu other cultural ex·
chan.es.
In light 01 other contacts

between tbe Soviets and
Alaska, including the Alas·
ka Airlines fillht to Provi·
deniya and the exdutnge vis-
its o{ Aluka &nd Siberian
natiVe! last year. Be1l:beT
said she thougAt it was time
tOT a pany.

"I 'Was talking with Gen·
nidi (by telephone), and
saio. 'Well. the ice cunaln
must be mellin, between
us:" Belcher said. "And be
said. 'Well, yes. It must be.'
.4.nd I ask.~ if we could
have a big webn tlon and
he s.id yes."

She said she then called
SoViet rock mUS1C1Ul Stu
:-iamm. whom she also met
·Nh.ile visitU1i there. ana in-
'Iltee him to play. He
alftea. ano plans ior a eon·
·trt were on.

Then the ranks of party·

aoen belan to .. ell.
"I dOll't lmo .... It -..I

llke ev.,-y time the' pboae
raD, from Moscow, Uley
were uk1D.e if I. few more
people eould come &.loDe."
Beleher said. ..It's like the
col'k came out of the bottle. Of

Eventually. the Ust of vis-
itors IftW to 91. A haDdfuJ
..ill be cIiscwainI the travel
qreem.ent beiD.1 comidered
by the State Depanme:n.t to
allow Ameriran and Soviet
nlUves to visit &O"OIS U2ter·
national boundaries.

The rest aft a broad sam ..
pllog of low~level Soviet
party and loverDlllent oUi·
dab. sc:.hool teachers and
chl1<1ren, mode&I1dlIldunry
officials and others whose
authorities are stlll unclear.
Most are from the Soviet
proviDces in euterD Siberia.

Last OCtober, the state
chamber decided it wanted
in on the aet1on, too.

"It's ,at to De ,ood for
Alaska.." said c:bamber pJ'e$i~
dent Geol'l'e Knw.. '"This is
lome to Ieaente tremen-
dous interest_ It's loocl exp0.-

sure, and that's ,ot to be
good."

The chamber pledled to
give S2S.000 to Belc:.ber's or.
ga.uuation, Camai, to help
the concert, So far, the
cnamber bas tumed over
about $23,000 to the noo-
profit group, Kru.sz said. I.e
return, s.iJe eDCOUJ'aIed Gen·
SlIDOV to speak: at the cham·
ber's convention in Sitka
last October .

Since then. the chamber
has tum control of the dig·
rutanes and tbetr itinerary
for the week: Belcher is
aveneemg the Friday folk
concert aDd Saturday rock
5.1:10W. Rock promoter George
Lichter. of Nonbem Stage
ProductiOns, has donated his
eUons to SU,&UlI and mar·
keung tbe performances.

'The bill 10r the week will
procaoly fall almost entirely
on Belcher's group Camai
and tne stlte c:namber. The
SoVJet airll.oe. Aerofiot. is
~YlDI as Cltizens Deft for

notbi.nl, but im't paTinl10r
U1}"th1ng elIe ..
. Mud Trud ...eII, a eham·

ber oUlcial involv-S with
the project, estimated the
bUll 10r bou.inl, 'McUn,
and tranaportin, the Etus·
si&lJS in AntbOn'f eould
come to MO,OOO. wblc:h lbe
chamber hopei to payoff
with admiuion c:b.aq:u to
the various events.

Balc:.bu estimated the eoIt
of puninC on lbe c:caceru at
around SlSO,OOO. wbicb
would also have to come
from ,ate reeelpu.

State lawmaken an pay.
inl for a SoViet del_,ation
to vWt Juneau on Tuesday.
a.o.d the ,ovemor's office is
putting them up ill botels
and bOSlin, a rw:eption at
CenumUal Hall. No cost os·
timate wu aVailable Friday
IliIht.

The Soviets wiU b_1in
tanninc out across Ancbor·
ace IJ:I.d .A.lu.I.a as lOOO u
they arrive Monday mom ..
inl, accordin, to the c:ham ..
ber 01 COm.tl:lerce seoedule
for the week.

ODe croup will spUt oft
immediately and head for
Soldotna to lpend the week
in a 1Ch001 there.

On Tuesday monunc,
about 50 ADcbora •• sc:hools
wUl ,et visits from VinOUS
Scmets. And on Tbunciay. a
group will fly to tbe Kenai
Penmsula to meet with Rus-
sian "Old Believen" in the
villa,e of Nlkolan'1k.

Cannon. a jewelry·store
owner, doesn't see mytbinc
odd LD the idea of die-hard
capitalists from the c:h.amber
01 eommen:e CO%YU11up to
di~hard CammUD.1SU from
behind the Iron Curtain.

"Trade should oecur
worldwide." be s&1d. "That
promotes peace aDd that pro-
motes menduup."

He could be ncht. One 01
the events on tbe SoVIet
agenda. is a three-md·,·ha.lf·
hour shoPPlDl spree. De,J.D·
rung Tuesday a1temoon at
the Northway Mall. and an-
other at the Fred :\feyer
sto~ in Juneau.
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Soviets, Yanks ma
Organizers hope to melt 'ice curtain' with tw
By HAL BERNTON
Daily News reporter

Soviet and U.S. rock 'n' rollers plan to
converge on Anchorage in February for a
two-day festival feting what organizers call
"the melting of the ice curtain."

The festival also is expected to include a
mix of Soviet and U.S. Native dance troupes,
Black gospel groups and politicians from
both nations.

"It will be a giant celebration - a potpour-
ri. l:!f Soviet ~d American groups," said
Dixie Belcher, director of Camai an Alaska
arts organization that is co-spo~soring the

event with the Alaska State Chamber of
Commerce.

The Soviets hope to bring their 40-person
group to Anchorage in a jet chartered by
A~roflot, the Soviet's national airline. The
flight - as tentatively scheduled - would
depart from the Soviet Far East town of
Magadan and arrive in Anchorage Feb. 20,
according to Belcher.

Gov. Steve Cowper, according to an aide
has issued an invitation to Aeroflot to mak~
the flight but it must still be approved by the
State Department and other federal agencies.

The State Departmenthas yet to receive a

Dai News
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rock in Anchorage
-day festival in February at Sullivan Arena
landing request from Aeroflot, said a depart-
ment official who refused to be identified.
but he expected that one could be approved.

The festival is scheduled for the Sullivan
Arena Feb. 24-25.with a rock concert closing
out the celebrations. On the U.S. side, Eddie.
Money has committed to the Sullivan festi-
val, and Camai is courting several other
groups.

Tom Anderson. Sullivan Arena general
manager. confirmed the bookings and said
the arena was charging its standard fee that
includes 10 percent of the gross.

SDane Johnson, a state chamber official,
said his group had pledged to raise $25,000to

help finance the event, and was already
half-way there. .

Belcher said her group is negotiating with
several cable networks, which she refused to
identify, for the rights to broadcast the
concert.

Belcher is a Juneau resident who helped
organize a 1986 tour of Siberia for Alaska
performing artists. She has frequently re-
turned to Moscow to lobby for improved
relations between Alaska and the Soviet
Union.

Relations chilled in the 1940sas the Cold

See Back Page, FESTIVAL



FESTIVAL: Soviet-American show
-------------:::--:-:-----1 and the carrier hopes for regularly scheduledI Continuedfrom page. A-1 .• tourist flights to Provi~en.iya next s~mmer.
War prompted U.S. and Soviet offlclals, to Meanwhile, Aeroflot lS mterested m s~m-
shut down all traffic across the Bering mer charter flights to Anchorage, accordu?-g

'Straits. That ended annual visits among U.S. to George Perov, a Tass reporter based m
and Soviet Eskimos, and killed any, remnants Khabarovsk. . .
of the freewheeling trade that, prror to the Belcher said the festival wa~ first p:o-
Russian Revolution, flourished betwee~ posed last summer by Stas Namin, a Soviet
Northwest Alaska and the Russia's Chukchi rocker whose recor~s have sold more the ~O
Peninsula, million copies. Namm proposed aNew Year s

Within the past two years, glas':1ost has Eve concert in Anchorage, b~t those dates
warmed border relations. A multitude of weren't available at the Sullivan Arena, so
scientific and cultural exchanges hav~ been the festival was pushed back to February.
organized between Al~ska a:tkthe fS~;~~~Fr~ Namin the grandson of a prominent Sovi-
Etas~ rnd

~~k~is~r:~ o~her°products. et politi~ian, began his career during Jhe
ec oogy, , k A' li es let flew to Brezhnev years, when rock was an un er-

Last June, an .Alasl at rr mf pJovideniya ground phenomenon that flourished largelythe Chukchi Pemnsu a own 0 r ,

in the works for SUllivan Arena
via bootleg records and tapes. "He was not
allowed to perform in public," Belcher said.

Under Gorbachev, Namin and many other
Soviet rockers have achieved official status
as state-supported artists, and some even
have toured abroad.

Namin both plays in a band and helps
manage about 40 other bands, Belcher said.

According to the Washington Post, most of
the Soviet rockers don't make much money.

One popular rock star, Bori Grebenschi-
kov, earns $27per performance, and was paid
only $510 for the tape of an album expected
to sell at least 1 million copies.

During a recent trip to Moscow, Belcher
said she asked Namin how much he would
charge for his Anchorage performance.

Namin told Belcher he wouldn't take any
pay.

Belcher said she asked three times, to
make sure she understood him.

"He said 'This concert is purely for sym-
bolic reasons. I'm not going to accept any
money.' "

And what about Namin's American coun-
terparts at the festival?

"That's a different story," Belcher said.
After the festival, some Soviet performers

will travel to the Lower 48 for additional
bookings, then return home via Moscow.
Others will go home after the concert on U.S.
charter flights to Siberia, Belcher said.
If the festival makes a profit, Belcher said

Camai hopes to use it to finance a worldwide
tour of U.S. and Soviet artists.



eally are corning
e the possible dream of today

"There's going to be benefits in busi-
ness, in education, in culture, in medi-
cine, in every area you can think of,"
said Kathy Tarr, project coordinator for
the Alaska State Chamber of Com-
merce, which is organizing the event.
"If we're going to continue this

warming of Soviet Far East-Alaska re-
lations, this is going to lay more ground-
work," Tarr said.

Dixie Belcher, who organized a 1986
tour of Eskimo and other Alaska per-
formers in the Soviet Union, and whose

group Camai is putting on the two con-
certs, said individuals have played a
powerful role in reinvigorating relations
between Alaska and the Soviet Far
East.

"The power of this is that it's people
reaching out to people over the water in
spite of government, with the power of a
grass-roots movement," Belcher said.
"We were told this was impossible for
years."

After citizen diplomats in both coun-
. see Soviets, page A-8----



Soviets: 'Power of this is it's people
Continued from page A·I

tries worked for two years to re-estab-
lish ties, then-President Ronald Reagan
and General secretary Mikhail Gorb-
achev validated the efforts, calling for
increased contact between residents of
the far North regions.

"We view this as a human rights
issue more than as a bilateral relations
issue," said Wayne Neill, a State De-
partment Soviet affairs officer in Wash-
ington, D.C. "The concept that families
should be allowed to visit each other is
deeply rooted in the human soul."

In an apparent willingness to reopen
the border, the Soviet Union last fall
suggested reviving the visits and setting
up a joint commission to deal with unau-
thorized border crossings.

A State Department official will
meet latein the week with a top Russian
Republic foreign affairs officer and a
Eskimo delegation from Nome and
Gambell to discuss border issues, Neill
said. ~

The Soviets will need time to study
the U.S. position and aren't likely to sign
any agreement next week in Anchor-
age, he said, or April 1 at the interna-
tional dateline, where some had hoped
for a signing ceremony along the route
of a U.S.-Soviet ski team's trans-Bering
expedition.

A second important element of the
visit is the possibility of establishing
broader commercial contacts. While the
two regions share a resource-based
economy, economists and trade experts
said each could benefit from mutual
cooperation.

During a June visit to the territory of
Magadan in the Soviet Far East, Gov.
Steve Cowper and V.1. Kobetz, governor
of the territory, agreed to explore
mutual trade. These agreements were
strengthened during a reciprocal visit to
Anchorage and at a trade mission of
Alaskans to Magadan in November.

Cowper will host several high gov-
ernment officials Tuesday in Juneau,
where they will participate in a joint
meeting of the Alaska Legislature's for-
eign trade committees.

The Soviets could trade fish for U.S.
fishing techniques and technology in
joint ventures and could use U.S. sau-
sage-making equipment and know-how
in their vast reindeer meat industry,
said Ron Miller, fisheries expert in the
Alaska Office of International Trade.
And U.S. mining properties could use
Soviet ice-breaking cargo ships and
smelters to develop remote mineral de-
posits.

Chances for trade are enhanced by
Gorbachev's efforts to restructure the
Soviet economy. New laws give manag-
ers more responsibilities, more profit
incentives and more leeway to deal with
the West to get hard currency.

With both Soviet and U.S. business
still feeling their way in the era of glas-
nost, or openness, the Alaska Chamber
of Commerce will host seminars in
which U.S. businessmen and their S0-
viet counterparts will tell each other
about the economic and legal frame-
works for commerce.

Organizers also expect many private
discussions between Alaskans and S0-
viet officials in agriculture, mining, con-
struction, aviation, sport and culture.
"It takes a lot of meetings before you

sign a business deal," said Gunnar
Knapp, economics professor and Soviet
expert at the- University of Alaska An-
chorage. "So it's significant that they
keep coming back, and they bring more
people." ,

The chance to get free-spending
Western tourists into the rugged beauty
of the Soviet Far East -should tempt So-
viet officials into talking with U.S. tour
industry representatives.

Alaska Airlines, Which flew a jet full
of Eskimos, politicians and reporters to
Provideniya last June, is still awaiting
permission to begin commercial service
to the Chukotka Peninsula port town,
possibly in conjunction with a cruise
ship line.

Though perhaps less dramatic than
international business or cultural ac-
cords, the grass-roots atmosphere of the
week could help make friends of people
who, if not enemies, were surely stran-
gers.

"What did anyone know about Maga-
dan before we met these people?"
asked Knapp. /'It was almost like the
dark side of the moon ... There's
something to knowing your neighbors
even if you never trade with them."

Events scheduled for the week will
offer great opportunities for the interna-
tional neighbors to get to know each
other:

• All but 11of the Soviet visitors will
board in the homes of Anchorage volun-
teers, giving both hosts and guests a
chance to further personal understand-
ing.

• Volunteers will drive guests from
the William A. Egan Civic and Conven-
tion Center to various functions around
town.

• Soviets will visit about 50 local pub-
lic schools Tuesday for talks, assem-
blies, parties and get-to-know-you ses-
sions.

• A reception Monday at the at the
Alaska Center for the Performing Arts
will allow the entire city to meet with
the Soviets.

• Journalists from both countries
will discuss the loosening of restrictions
on Soviet press at a panel discussion and
reception at UAA.

• Three Soldotna schoolchildren and
three teachers will trade places with
students and school officials in the city
of Magadan for a week.

The week's events will be thoroughly
documented and carried to the rest of
the world. The Soviet delegation in-
cludes reporters for the major Soviet
newspapers, plus regional papers from
Magadan. A television crew will film
the visit, and send footage back via sat-
ellite.

Reporters are also expected from
Sweden, Japan, Finland, Yugoslavia,
Czechoslovakia and Canada.

"The rest of the world cares because
this is one of many, many areas the U.S.
and the U.S.S.R. are talking," said
Knapp. "And this is of great symbolic
significance, because it's right where
we are neighbors."



Soviets, Alaskans breaking the ice
Weeklong events mark thaw in relationship
By Jeff Berliner . \
United Press Internationa~

ANCHORAGE, Alaska - Alas-
ka~ courtship of nearby eastern
Siberia becomes a weeklong affair
as the two Far North neighbors
warm up to each other this weekin
an open,effort to melt the "ice cur-
tain" border.

Soviets 'and Americans, Siberi-
ans and Alaskans, Communist
functionaries and chamber of
commerce businessmen, govern-
ment officials from both sides of
the border, rock musicians and
regular people will talk trade and
travel, socialize, and make music
in two big concerts - the Glasnost
Folkfest and the Superpower Rock
'n' Roll Concert.
It all begins Monday, when Aer-

oflot, the Soviet airline, flies a
planeload of Soviet officials and
citizens to Anchorage.

The Soviet passenger list reads
like a Who's Who of the Commu-
nist Party and government circles
in eastern Siberia. Moscow is
sending Foreign Ministry officials
and Gennadi Gerasimov, spokes-

man for Soviet leader Mikhail
Gorbachev.

Also coming to Alaska are nu-
merous Soviet journalists; Soviet
rock superstar Stas Namin and his
band, along with other singers,
dancers, and musicians; an elderly
Soviet Eskimo woman with Eski-
mo friends in Alaska; a hunter; Si-
berian collective farm workers;
teachers; and teen-age students.

Alaska is rolling out the red car-
pet for the Soviets, who will not
have to spend a kopek for their
seven-day stay in Alaska.

Even President Bush is expect-
ed to put in a brief appearance
Wednesday, when Air Force One
stops in Anchorage to refuel en
route to Japan.

Alaskan organizers of the Soviet
events are talking about getting
White House Press Secretary
Marlin Fitzwater off the presi-
dent's plane for a sled dog race
through the snow against Fitz-
water's Soviet counterpart, Gera-
simov.

The ground-breaking Alaska-Si-
beria relatiorls ale being forged

with few chaperones from Wash-
ington or Moscow.

However, the State Department
will have a representative in An-
chorage for border talks with Mos-
cow officials, said Wayne Neill of
the State Department Soviet desk.
He said the two sides willdiscuss a
draft agreement allowing Alaskan
Eskimos to make visa-free trips
over the border to visit Soviet Es-
kimos - which they did until the
Cold War closed the border in
1948.

Some already are prepared to
celebrate what they view as a new-
ly opened border.

Magadan region leader Vya-
cheslav Kobets said during a visit
last September that the border
must be open if he and a delega-
tion from the Soviet Far East
crossed it. Nowhe's returning with
a bigger group.

There have been several border
crossings by air and sea since June
13, when the Soviets opened the
border to a pioneering Alaska Air-
lines "Friendship Flight" {hat
brought 80 American Eskimos;
government officials, business-
men, and journalists to Providen-
iya.

This week's Aeroflot jet will de-
liver the biggest group, more"than
90, and varied interests are hoping
the visit paves the way for a last-
ing, genuine bridging of the Bering
Strait border.

Dixie Belcher, the Juneau resi-
dent who organized the concerts,
said she views the border as open
and the Glasnost Folkfest and Su-
perpower Rock 'n' Roll are a "cele-
bration of the opening of the bor-
der, a musical celebration of the

melting of the ice wall."
Belcher, who has become

friends with Gerasimov and lured
him to Alaska several times, also
hopes the benefit concerts earn
seed money for her new U.S.-Sovi-
et music group Camai to make its
first world tour later this year.

Gov. Steve Cowper, whose ad-
ministration has made it a priority
to initiate Soviet ties, plans to
greet the Aeroflotplane and hold a
citywide reception at the Anchor-
age performing arts center.

Top Soviet officials are sched-
uled to fly to Juneau, the capital,
Tuesday, for meetings with legisla-
tors and state government offi-
cials.

Wednesday,in Anchorage, Sovi-
et Far East business representa-
tives from the Magadan region are
to stage a trade fair, showing off
their wares, and meet with Alas-
kans to discuss joint ventures.
That evening, Soviet journalists
have agreed to a panel discussion
on glasnost and its impact on the
Soviet media.

Friday, Alaskan and Siberian
Eskimo dancers and singers will
perform at the Glasnost Folkfest
along, with a black gospel choir
and a children's choir.

Saturday, Stas Namin, who has
sold 40 million records in the Sovi-
et Union, according to Rolling
Stone magazine, will rock the An-
chorage sports arena along with
the Soviet band Rondo and
American blue-collar rocker Eddie
Money.

During their seven days in Alas-
ka, the Soviets will be wined and
dined by Governor Cowper and
former Gov. Wally Hickel. The
Alaska State Chamber of Com-
merce has recruited restaurants
and bars to treat the Soviets.



SOVIETS: Delegation to arrive Monday for week-long visit
~ntlnUed from Page B·1 'I
party-liners and devoted
government officials as it is
a likely forum for substan-
tive agreements.

"Lots of these people need
to be rewarded, I think,"
said Bob Valliant, assistant
specialist for research at 'the
University of Hawaii's Sovi-
et Union on the Pacific and
Asian Region Program.

"They've been good work-
ers or longtime party work-
ers and deserve a trip," he
said. "So, when word gets
around Moscow that a
flight's going to the West,
people in charge on that end
say, 'OK, you can go and
you can go.' "

The Alaska visit isn't the
only bond being forged be-
tween U.S. and Soviet citi-
zens. Across the United
States, civic groups, cham-
bers of commerce, schools
and professional organiza-
tions are inviting Soviets to
sit down and talk.

"It's Soviet mania," said
Liza Mallot, program officer
for the U.S. Soviet Exchange
Initiative, an arm of the
U.S. Information Agency, in
Washington, D.C.

"There are pockets of ac-
tivity all over the United
States. Seattle will be stag-
ing Goodwill Games next
summer. Minneapolis-St.
Paul has a sister-city ar-
rangement with Novosi-
birsk. High schools are ex-
changing students. It's so
wjdespread and such a' grass
roots effort, we can't keep
track of it all here."

Baltimore residents last
week were donating food,
housing and cash after a
touring Soviet ballet troupe
was stranded when its finan-
cial supporters backed out.

Other than some warm
handshakes and possible
progress on visitations for
Natives across the border,
Soviet experts say Alaskans
shouldn't expect a whole lot
of substance from this
week's festivities. No one is
going to sign any bi trade

agreements or peace initia-
tives in this round.

"There's nothing wrong
with meeting and being
friends," said Leon Aron, a
specialist in Soviet affairs at
the Heritage Foundation - a
conservative, Washington,
D.C., think tank - and, un-
til 11 years ago, a Soviet
citizen.

"But Americans seem to
want to believe that if the
people are nice, the govern-
ment is, too. That's true in a
democratic society, but the
Soviet Union is no democra-
cy. The government is some-
thing else again."

This week's events
evolved more or less the
way a full-blown party
starts, with just a few
friends getting together on a
Saturday night.

It began with Dixie Belch-
er, who heads Camai. She is
a Juneau woman with a
friend in the Soviet national
government, foreign minis-
try spokesman Gennadi Ger-
asimov. The two met three
years ago when Belcher took
a troupe of performers to
Moscow. She stayed in touch
with Moscow, trying to orga-
nize other cultural ex-
changes.

In light of other contacts
between the t Soviets and
Alaska, including the Alas-
ka Airlines flight to Provi-
deniya and the exchange vis-
its of Alaska and Siberian
natives last year, Belcher
said she thought it was time
for a party.

"I was talking with Gen-
nadi (by telephone), and
said, 'Well, the ice curtain
must be melting between
us,'" Belcher said. "And he
said, 'Well, yes, it must be.'
And I asked if we could
have a big celebration and
he said yes."

She said she then called
Soviet rock musician Stas
Namin, whom she also met
while visiting there, and in-
vited him to play. He
agreed, and plans for a con-
cert were on.

Then the ranks of party-

goers began to swell.
"I don't know. It seemed

like every time the phone
rang from Moscow, they
were asking if a few more
people could come along,"
Belcher said. "It's like the
cork came out of the bottle. "

Eventually, the list of vis-
itors grew to 91. A handful
will be discussing the travel
agreement being considered
by the State Department to
allow American and Soviet
natives to visit across inter-
national boundaries.

The rest are a broad sam-
pling of low-level Soviet
party and government offi-
cials, school teachers and
children, trade and industry
officials and others whose
authorities are still unclear.
Most are from the Soviet
provinces in eastern Siberia.

Last October, the state
chamber decided it wanted
in on the action, too.

"It's got to be good for
Alaska," said chamber presi-
dent George Krusz. "This is
going to generate tremen-
dous interest. It's good expo-
sure, and that's got to be
good."

The chamber pledged to
give $25,000to Belcher's or-
ganization, Camai, to help
the concert. So far, the
chamber has turned over
about $23,000 to the non-
profit group, Krusz said. In
return, she encouraged Gera-
simov to speak at the cham-
ber's convention in Sitka
last October.

Since then, the chamber
has taken control of the dig-
nitaries and their itinerary
for the week; Belcher is
overseeing the Friday folk
concert and Saturday rock
show. Rock promoter George
Lichter, of Northern Stage
Productions, has donated his
efforts to staging and mar-
keting the performances.

The bill for the week will
probably fall almost entirely
on .Belcher's group Camai
and the state chamber. The
Soviet airline, Aeroflot, is
flying its citizens here for

nothing, but isn't paying for
anything else.

Mead Treadwell, a cham-
ber official involved with
the project, estimated t e
bills for housing, feed'
and transporting the Rus-
sians in Anchorage could
come to $40,000, which the
chamber hopes to payoff
with admission charges to
the various events.

Belcher estimated the cost
of putting on the concerts at
around $150,000, which
would also have to come
from gate receipts.

State lawmakers are pay-
ing for a Soviet delegation
to visit Juneau on Tuesday,
and the governor's office is
putting them up in hotels
and hosting a reception at
Centennial Hall. No cost es-
timate was available Friday
night. .

The Soviets will begin
fanning out across Anchor-
age and Alaska as soon as
they arrive Monday morn-
ing, according to the cham-
ber of commerce schedule
for the week.

One group will split off
immediately and head for
Soldotna to spend the w
in a school there.

On Tuesday morn in
about 50 Anchorage school
will get visits from various
Soviets. And on Thursday, a
group will fly to the Kenai
Peninsula to meet with Rus-
sian "Old Believers" in the
village of Nikolaevsk.

Cannon, a jewelry-store
owner, doesn't see anything
odd in the idea of die-hard
capitalists from the chamber
of commerce cozying up to
die-hard communists from
behind the Iron Curtain.

"Trade should occur
worldwide," he said. "That
promotes peace and that pro
motes friendship."

He could be right. One 0
the events on the Sovie
agenda is a three-and-a-half
hour shopping spree, begin
ning Tuesday afternoon a
the Northway Mall, and an
other at the Fred Meye
store in Juneau.





Soviets: Aeroflot to transport troupe
Namin, a 4O-ish rocker whom
Blecher said is the best-known
rock performer in the Soviet
Union, and a Siberian band, "Ka-
lenov Bridge." I

A tentative schedule for the
second evening's show includes
traditiorial Yupik dances of
greeting and a blanket toss; the
Pokrovsky Singers, a top Rus-
sian group that has toured in the
United States and recorded with
New Age pioneer Paul Winter;
Russian folk musicians; the 25().
voice Martin Luther King Cho-
rus, and a childrens' chorus.

Belcher also dangled the pos-
sible appearance of a top U.S.
pop act, but would not reveal the
name.

About 16,000tickets per show
will go on sale Monday at Carrs
Quality Centers and at the

Continued from page A-I

ber, numerous scientific and cul-
tural exchanges, and some tenta-
tive business contacts.

The rapid expansion of rela-
tions between the two regions
has stood some long-standing
problems on their heads, she
said.
"It always used to be a real

job to get Soviets out of the
U.S.S.R.," Belcher said. But
now, the passenger list has bal-
looned from an original 36people
to a complement of SO,including
16 whose identities she still
doesn't know.

The headlining U.S. artist for
the rock show, scheduled for

I
Feb. 24, will be Eddie Money.
The Soviet acts will include Stas

~o
en
~=:
~~
Z
o
~
~

George M. Sullivan Arena, at
about $20to $22, Belcher said.

She expects news coverage
from domestic and foreign net-
work television, and is negotiat-
ing with several cable television
companies with hopes of produc-
ing an hour-long special on the
performances.

"The farther aWay from the
Bering Straits, the more impor-
tant the issue of this U.S.-Soviet
border becomes," she said.

Belcher hopes proceeds from
the concert and subsequent
shows will supplement public
contributions to fund a three-
month Camai tour of the USSR,
the Orient and Europe later this
year.

In addition to rehearsals for
the artists, the visitors will have
a full week of interaction with as

......

many Alaskans as possible, said
Meade Treadwell of the Alaska
Chamber of Commerce, which is
helping coordinate the visit.

There is a chance that the So-
viet government officials, includ-
ing the mayor of Provideniya,
the governor of Magadan region,
and foreign affairs officers from
Moscow, could fly to Juneau
Feb. 21 to address the state legis-
lature, said Treadwell.

The visit will also include a
trade show of Soviet Far Eastern
goods at a Chamber of Com-
merce luncheon, a reception at
the home of Gov. Wally Hickel,
and other informal gatherings.
While some dignitaries will stay
in hotels, several of the visitors
will board with local residents,
Treadwell said.

• • •



Glasnost F I est may be
family affair for Eskimosu.s. CO-eHAIR

Dixie Belcher
APAP Artistic Director

By ELIZABETH PULLIAM
Daily News reporter

Ginny Alowa will be
searching the faces that
step off the Aeroflot flight
Monday when the Soviets
come to town.

She and 20 other former
residents of St. Lawrence
Island will be there to
greet the plane, bearing
flowers and banners in
Cyrillic script. They plan to
welcome Soviet Eskimos
who are coming for the
Glasnost Folkfest on
Friday.

Alowa will be searching
for familiar features amid
the crowd of 90 Soviet
journalists and performers,
hoping to spot people who
may be her relatives.

"We're going to have a
big reunion," said Alowa,
who has lived in Anchorage
for three years. "My
relatives from Nome are
even coming in to meet
them."

Most of the Soviet
Eskimos perform in the
Sunshine Dancers, an
Eskimo troupe from Novo
Chaplino, a village on the
Chutotska peninsula less
than 50 miles from the St.
Lawrence Is~d village of

• THE GLASNOST FOLK·
FEST will be at 8 p.m. Feb. 24
in the Atwood Hall of the Alaska
Center for the Performing Arts.
Tickets are $10 general admis-
sion, $5 for students and free to
children under 12. They are are
available at the Alaska Center
box office (263-2787).

USSRCO-eHAIR
Gennady Gerasirnov

Editor. Moscow News

ADVISORY BOARD
Kay Brown

Director, Oil & Gas.
State of Alaska

Nick Coli
Director. World Af/airs Council
Juneau. Alaska

Dan Dixon
Director 0/ International Trade,
State of Alaska

Neva Egan
Widow o//ormer Alaska Governor.
William Egan

The Honorab/e Vietor Fischer
Alaska State Senator

Ellen Greenburg
Director. Bering Straits Regional

Strategy. Nome, Alaska

Bella Hammond
Wile of former Alaska Governor,
Jay Hammond

Willie Hensley
Chairman. United Bank 0/ Alaska
President. NANA Regional Corp.

Irmalee Hickel
Wife o//ormer Alaska Governor
Walter Hickel

Chuck Horner
Sitka Founder, Alaska Discovery
IWilderness Toursl

Tom Jensen
Director of Public Affairs,

• ALASCOM

Dr. Michael Krause
Professor of Linguistics.
University of Alaska, Fairbanks

Michael Metty
President, Tanana Community
College. Fairbanks

The Honorable Frank Murkowski
U. S, Senator. Alaska

TennysOwen
Owner, Artique Art Shops.
Anchorage

Pat Peacock
Librarian, Kotzebue

Rosie Porter
Editor. Tundra Drum. Bethel

John Pingayuk
Chevak Mayor, lead APAP performer

Yuri Ryktieu
Soviet author and poet,
Chukotka Peninsula

Gambell. The people of
Gambell, and of Savoonga,
Alowa's home town, have
close ties and blood
relatives in the Siberian
town.

The Cold War shut down
communication between
the two groups, although
lastsummer's Friendship
Flipt to. Provideniya has
helped many Eskimos
rediscover their relatives
on the other side of the "'ice
curtain."

Alowa has corresponded
with one of the women
who's coming, and she
plans to host several Soviet
Eskimos in her home. An
uncle from Nome will bring
in provisions - muktuk,
seal, fish, fennented
sourdock and berries - to
celebrate their arrival.

Please see Page C·2,
GLASNOST

GLASNOST: Anchorage fest
is chance for Eskimo reunion
I Continued from Page C-1 I

"I'm looking forward to it
so much," said Alowa.
"We'll tell stories, share
dances. This will be a joyous
event."

forming Arts.
The Pokrovsky Singers

won critical praise last year
during a U.S. tour with new
age artist Paul Winter, and
their leader, Dimitri Pok-
rovsky, recently received the
Soviet's highest award for
performing artists, said Dix-
ie Belcher, coordinator of
the event.

The 250-voice Martin Lu-
ther King Choir first per-
formed during Anchorage's
King Day celebrations last
month, and consists of choirs
from local organizations and
churches.

The sharing will become a
public event Friday night
when the Sunshine Dancers
join a Soviet folk group, the
Pokrovsky Singers, and sev-
eral Anchorage performers,
including the Martin Luther
King Community Choir, in
the Glasnost Folkfest at the
Alaska Center for the Per-

1991 Hughes Way, Juneau. Alaska 99801 USA Telephone (907) 789-0449; Telex 090 45380







Crowd welcomes visitors
I Continued from Page A-1 I
ment politicos and a wad of
media people could see
them. The Americans ap-
plauded lightly and waved
while the grinning Soviets
filed by.

But when the Soviet rock
musicians appeared behind
the glass, the crowd yelled
and cheered.

"Oh, look. There's Ron-
do," said one woman.

The Reebok-shod Red
rockers lifted and shook
their arms at the crowd and
smiled back, just like rock
stars anywhere.

Then, the government dig-
nitaries - ours and theirs -
made speeches from a podi-
um, pledging goodwill and
friendly relations, and
sounding pretty much alike
despite the fact they spoke
different languages.

Gov. Steve Cowper and
Aleksandr Bogdanov, First
Secretary of the Magadan
Region Communist Party
spoke first; Mayor Tom Fink
spoke last, about the time
the crowd was breaking up'
and heading for the real
festivities downstairs.

A crowd had gathered in
the downstairs lob by,
waiting for its first glimpse
of a Soviet. Scoutmaster Ju-
dy Weimer's seven girl
scouts paraded the U.S., So-
viet and Alaskan flags be-
fore the crowd and then the
Soviets were paired up with
their hosts. Coffee was
brewing, Girl Scout cookies
were on serving trays and
Chet Walukiewicz was sell-
ing T-shirts commemorating
the East-West meeting.
Sweatshirts were $24; base-
ball caps were $10.

Many of the visitors
didn't speak English, but
Guennadi Alferenko did. AI-
ferenko is the president of
the Foundation for Social
Invention, or Innovation, de-
pending on who does the
interpreting.

AIferenko operates a kind
of social aid business. He
champions causes, gets
stories about those causes
into newspapers, television
an~radio across his country,
anu collects money for them.

"We have a man, for ex-

'The goodwill is first. . . .
After the goodwill, dollars will
come almost immediately. ,

ample, who is trying to get
things for the Afghan
veterans," Alferenko said.
•'Trying to raise money for
them. Very sad, very sad.
Like your Vietnam. Many
troubles. So we want to help
them. We have raised 6.5
million rubles so far."

Alferenko helped to put
together this week-long ex-
change. He said he and his
countrymen and women are
here this week for the same
reasons Alaskans want them
here - to make friends,
make music and, if all else
goes well, make money.

"The goodwill is first," he
said. He smiled big. "After
the goodwill, dollars will
come almost immediately."

The Soviets plan to spend
this week wandering around
Anchorage, the Kenai Penin-
sula and Juneau, staying in
local homes, talking trade,
visiting iIcl:\oolchildren and
shopping. The festivities end
this week with a folk con-
cert Friday 'and a rock con-
cert Saturday, complete
with Soviet rockers.

The visit was organized
by the Juneau performance
group Camai and the state
chamber to foster communi-
cations and trade between
the two countries, and espe-
cially between Alaska and
the eastern Siberian regions.

In theory, the Soviets
were to go to their respec-
tive quarters and take naps
Monday afternoon.

In practice, some managed
to work in time for the
decadent capitalist practice
known as shopping.

Povelas Krivitskas, a
Lithuanian reporter, was ex-
acting colder fYeather in

~nchorage, anti so was
obliged to make a lightning

- Visiting Soviet
Guennadi Alferenko

stop at the Northway Mall
Lamonts store to pick up a
$40 pair of Hush Puppy loaf-
ers.

"I left my shoes at home,"
he explained, pointing to the
heavy boots that were the
fanciest footgear he brought
to America.

Though the Soviet Union
reportedly suffers from a
shortage of hard Western
currency, that wasn't a prob-
J.em for Krivitskas Monday
afternoon. He pulled a $11.10
sm out of his wallet to pay
for the Hush Puppies.

Later, said Krivitskas, he
hopes to by some jeans for
his son.

The Duane Elser family,
meanwhile, did a little emer-
gency shopping of their own
Monday to prepare for Gen-
nadi Shishkov, the Soviet
agriculture official they're
putting up for the week.
It seems the Elsers only

found out Sunday they
would be putting Shishkov
up. Further, the Elsers don't
speak any Russian and
Shishkov doesn't speak any
English. So the Elsers
bought a book called "Rus-
sian in 10 Minutes A Day"
and had one whole day to
learn to use it.
"If we want to say some-

thing, we go to the English
word and the Russian word
is there beside it," Duane
Elser said Monday evening
during a get-together at the
Egan Convention Center for
the Soviets and their hosts.

"And if he wants to say
something to us, it's vice
versa," Elser added.

Shishkov, for his part,
said through a translator his
purpose in coming to Alaska
was to try to talk t experts
here about the ma;.,\1facture
of reindeer sausage.
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Rockin' for peace
to the young people of An-
chorage. And that makes it
doubly important.

After all, it is to the young
people, especially, that this
trip by the Soviet delegation
is important.

The object is to foster
friendship and peace, to
lower some of the barriers
that separate two peoples
that live with only a few
miles of arctic border sepa-
rating them one from the
other.

THE VERY nearness of
Alaska to the Siberian por-
tion of the Soviet Union will
be celebrated in another mu-
sical event tonight, another
highlight of this week of
glasnost.

At the Alaska Center for
the Performing Arts, a folk-
fest is scheduled, featuring
music of both Russia and
America. The featured So-
viet group will be the Pok-
rovsky Singers. .

Two very different musi-
cal events - both with the
same purpose. Friendship.

Y'all come.
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A taste of rock 'n
roll Soviet~style

Two Soviet-style musical concerts will enlivr-
Anchorage stages over the next few days. Both event
~ a folk concert and a rock concert - feature t01
Soviet musicians. And while the performances rna:,
share some
of the char-
acterist.ics of
American
productions,
they promise
to provide
renditions
uniquely
Soviet.

Tonight's
Glasnost
Folkfest at
the Alaska Center for the Performing Art" rna;
theater will headline the Pok rovsk v Sillp.C'f' ann II·
group's leader, Dmitri Pok rovsk y. who Iws studir
music of remote Russian provinces. Siberian Esk irn
dancers also will perform alf'ng with Esk irno dance:
from St. Lawrence Island.

The Superpowers of Rock Concert on Sat urda
night at the Sullivan A rena wil l feature the St a
Namin Group, a Moscow band that's been around ~,
years, half that time surviving under offici"
repression. A newcomer to the Soviet rock seem

. Rondo. also will perform. as will American rock -:
Eddie Money.

, Whatever the Soviets come up with, it's bound t<
: be something different. So put away the stereotypes
,- both of the Soviets and of American rock and folk
. concerts - and listen to a little "glasnost" folk anr'
, "perestroika" rock.

__ ~l

YOU MAY NEVER have
urged your children to at-
tend a rock concert, said a
friend who dropped in our of-
fice the other day. But you
should do so for the one that
will be held tomorrow night
at the Sullivan arena.

What kind of an event
; would prompt such a move?

It's the "Superpower
Rock 'n Roll" concert, that's

~ what - and it features one
I of the top performers of the

Soviet union, Stas Namin, a
headliner who is one of the
9O-member delegation from
the Soviet Union in Anchor-
age this week on a friendship
visit unlike any ever staged
here before.

We admit to being not
fully in step with rock music.

But Stas Namin, we are
assured, is an authentic S0-
viet cultural hero - a star of
the first magnitude. And in
his concert appearance
here, he will be backed up by
a Soviet musical group
known as Rondo and an
American musical star,
Eddie Money.

And it is, indeed, a big
deal - one of special appeal
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Rockin'Russians
put on spirited show
By MAGGIE JOHNSON
Daily News music reviewer

Can the Soviets rock? The answer,
after Saturday night's Superpower
Rock Concert, is a resounding yes. The
show at the Sullivan Arena featured
Moscow bands Rondo and Stas Namin
and California rocker Eddie Money.

Rondo was a six-piece group of
ebullient guys in their 20s, dressed in
diverse, colorful costumes, playing
lively pop music. The basic rock in-

strumentation of guitar, bass, drums and keyboards was
augmented by alto saxophone and the lead vocals and
stage antics of Aleksander Ivanov.

In its energetic 45-minute set, Rondo played Euro-pop,
heavy metal, rock 'n' roll in a Chuck Berry style, and
pop rock with a Slavic feel. Ivanov introduced most
tunes in his very limited English, and sang them in
Russian.

Each tune had its own character, enhanced by simple,
effectively bouncy choreography. Ivanov, in a wild
spandex outfit, romped around like James Brown doing
aerobics, singing leads in an appealingly raspy voice. As
the set progressed, he got more and more outrageous
with his dancing and twirling of his mike stand, and by
the final number he was doing one-handed cartwheels
across the stage.

Rondo's rock 'n' roll was fun, with solid drum
backup, well-balanced bass and guitar, visual variety

Pleasesee Page0-3. SOVIET BANDS
Anchorage Daily News/Jim Lavrakas

Stas Namin lead singer Sasha Losev and uitarist S,rge Markin performed Saturday night.
; ~
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Welcome to Anchorage: The Soviet group Stas Namin is set to rock the Sullivan Arena. Story, page 4.
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Diplomacv through music
Stas Namin, the 'Soviet Beatles,' plays U.S.S.R.-style rock for Anchorage

"(ng Soviet style: Stas Namin's roots are American, drawing on the fertile music scene of the '60s.



Soviet radio and TV
weren't allowed to talk
about the "Soviet
Beatles" for 10 years.

Stas Namin, now a household
name in the Soviet Union, had
to sell records underground.

Now, though, Namin and his
group are sanctioned as a So-
viet Party - with a big P -
band. His rock roots are Ameri-
can, drawing on the fertile
music scene of the 60s.

U.s. co·
Dixie Bel
APAP!')

USSRCt
Gennady

Editor, •

ADVISQ
Kay Brow

Direct"
State of

Nickeot
Directo
Junea

DanDiJQ'
Directd
State of

Neva Eg.
Widow
Williarr

TheHon
Alaska

EllenGr<.
Director ..

Strategz
Bella Ha-

Wife of
Jay Har

WillieH
Chairn,
Preside

Irmaleel
Wife 0
Walter

ChuckH
Sitka PI
(Wilde-

Tom [en;
Directc
ALAS(

Dr. Mid.
Profess
Univer

Michael
Preside
Colleg'

The HOI.
U.S. S6

TennysC
Owner
Ancho-

Pat Peao
Librari

Rosie P
Editor.

John Pir;
Cheval

Yuri Ryk
Soviet.'
Chuko

Tickets for the Saturday Super-
power Rock 'n' Roll show, at the Sul-
livan Arena, are 522.50-518.50,avail-
able at the orena and Carrs stores.
Ticket prices do not Include outlet
fees.

lips said. "It shadowed rum."
Another member of The

/

. Flowers went on, in a strange
sort of way, to become Stas
Namin in the minds of millions.
"It's one of the miracles of our
band," said Stas Namin Group
lead singer Sasha in an inter-
view at the Clarion Hotel Wed-
nesday. "Stas Namin is a pro-
ducer. But millions of people in
Russia think I am him."

The tall, slender Sasha, who
looks like Bill Wyman with
bleached-blond hair and speaks
fair English in an unassuming
baritone, has led the band in
gigs with Jackson Browne,
Peter Gabriel and Little Ste-
ven, among others. You can
hear the strong traditions of
Russian folk melodies in their
hard-rock tinged songs.

Gorbachev, Glasnost and
Perestroika - three words
we've heard a lot lately -
haven't had much influence on
the band, Sasha said. "For us,
as far as being able to sing what
we want, things have stayed the
same."

wood in the forest," he said
"like a statue. People pray to it,
make gifts to it, it takes on its
own life.

"We think about Stalin, when
we sing about this, so if you
think that is politicaL"

But, under the surface, the
group is still not well-received
by the state, Sasha said. "They
don't like this kind of music.
They never have. They have
tried to kill it. They write about
my jeans, about my hair, about
my shoes. They know nothing
about the feelings of this
music."

Namin came from a well-to-
do, politically important family.
His grandfather was a Russian
politician, Anastas Ivanovich
Mikoyan - a deputy premier
under Khruschev and chair of
the Supreme Soviet for a year.

Stas Namin is a stage name,
and is in part a dedication to his
mom meaning "Here,
Mother." He took it when he
started up a band as a student
at the prestigious Institute of
Foreign Languages, a school
for the politically connected in
Moscow.

The school was segregated
- Stas and the rest of the boys
studied to be interpreters, and
the girls studied to be foreign
language teachers.

Nadejda Phillips, who lives
in Anchorage and teaches Rus-
sian at the UAA and Fort Rich-
ardson, was a young student at
the language academy. She
crossed over to the boys' side of
the gym to hang out with the
then 18-year-old budding
rocker. Itwas 1965.

"He had obsession with rock
music," she said. "We would go
over (to his campus apartment)
and he would be jumping on one
foot," (she imitates the Chuck
Berry hop), and would play any
piece you asked."

Stas' first band, The Flow-
ers, was allowed to play for
school dances, and cut a vinyl
copy of "Sleep, There Are Only
Six Hours in the Night During
July" that sold underground.
"It was an instant hit," Phillips
said.

In Russia, Sasha said, "we
need to have more true articles
about our life and music. It
doesn't matter what we wear.",

Stas Namin himself, mean-
while, has become a kind of So-
viet rock godfather. He's cut-
ting deals with American bands
like Bon Jovi. He's hobnobbing
with the politically connected,
and sponsoring other Soviet
rock groups through his Stas
Namin Music Centre in Mos-
cow, the first Soviet indepen-
dent show business corporation.
He's trying to forge ties and
build bridges that last.

The group sings a controver-
sial song or two, like "Idol."

"The song is about a piece of

t

I
"It was to be sung by a man

to his girlfriend as she slept,"
she explained: "When you
wake up, it will be beautiful/I'll
catch the moon so the light
won't disturb you."

"Stas was very quiet and ro-
mantic - even during those
days," she said. But his politcal reau, Alaska 99801 USA
family ties encroached on his
free spirit. "Everybody knew
who his grandfather was," Phil-

Telephone (907) 789-0449; Telex 090 45380
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A rendezvous with Rondo

I

By BEAU BRENDLER.......,........
To be the lead singer ina rock 'n'roll band, inthis country,

anyway, you've got to have the swagger. The look. The
bair. AleQDdr Ivanov, 27-year-old lead singer of the mil-
lion-album sening Soviet pop group Rondo, bas the hair

only, and not an ounce of pretensiOn.
settllng into a co6chin a Clarion Hote1.room Wednesday, Iva-

nov spoke haltingly, and was embarrused about his English
skills.
He made frequent trips out of the room -a lIOrt of high-secu-

rity lobby in the midst of a whole floor of Soviet musicians. jour-
nalists and dignitaries - to get albUms and photos of himself
and his band. -

The rising Soviet stars met in music school, have been to-
gether about five years, and are aU about Ivanov's age. In per-
son, they're not coiffedor painted, but wide-eyed, wann and tull
of wonder. Their :album covers show tltey can wear war paint
and mOUS$e with the best. though.
During the height of SoViet-mania in this country two years

ago. when it seemed we were seeing more Russian TV than
American. Rondo appeared briefly via satellite from Moscow
and courtesy of the Phil Donahue show.
This Is their first trip outside the U.S.S.R., and they're ex-

cited.
"American people. Russian people. Face-to-face. This is

good." Ivanov said. "Two days ago, we were at school. Ameri-
can children talk to us. American children very beautiful." Alek·
sei Khokhlov, Rondo's lead guitarist, sat down next to Ivanov
and nodded agreement.

I

See Rondo, page 5

Rondo
Continued from page 4

With a friendly face and seri-
ous manner, Khokhlov de-
scribed some of Rondo's musi-
cal influences. They're an elec-
tric band, he said, with a hard-
rock edge. "Mussorgsky. Rach-
maninov. We are show band,"
he said.

Can they listen to Western
music on the radio?

Khokhlov smiled and
nodded. "On the radio we hear
American songs. Jazz very pop-
ular. Herbie Hancock, Chick
Corea." .

"Mahavishnu Orhcestra,"
Ivanov said. "And hard-rock,
speed metal, thrash metal. Ev-
erything you get here, we hear
it now."

"And girls in our country,"
Khokhlov said, "they love Mich-
ael Jackson - like this," he
said, putting his hands together
in front of his face and rolling
his eyes.

Nikolai, drummer for the
band, joined them on the couch
and the conversation turned to
names and genres: "Emerson,
Lake and Palmer," Khoklov
said.

"I like Rod Stewart," Ivanov
said.

"He look like Rod Stewart,"
Khoklov said.

"We will sing one song in
English, Rod Stewart song,"
said Ivanov, and sang a couple
of measures.

"And Joe Cocker, Peter Ga-
briel, and Sting. And I like Bon
Jovi," Ivanov said. "They are
playing with my friends, Gorky
Park. All of us at Stas Namin
Centre," - he makes a hugging
motion - "they are our
friends."

One of the group's best mo-
ments, Ivanov said, was during
a visit by former President
Reagan to the Soviet Union. At
a goodwill gathering, Rondo,
up-and-coming Soviet hard
rockers Gorky Park, and Brit-
ish pop star Melanie played and
sang "We Shall Overcome."

At this, all three nod and
smile. "We shall overcome,"
they said.
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Alms for the Reaceful
Eddie Money grateful for the chance to rock with the Soviets

ByBEAU BRENDLER boy" image, legendary drug boards, and sax." Money's
TImes Focus Writer and alcohol problems. He's music has traditionally been a

Eddie Money, pop singer been clean and sober for nearly bit of an amalgam - metal,
with four platinum al- a year, he says, despite the blues, pop and doo-wop.
bums behind him and a pressure from his affairs of the He's hoping to set up a three-
single, "The Love In heart. group jam on the anthemic

Your Eyes," climbing the He's had a few time lapses in "Wanna be a Rock-and-Roll
charts, says he's about to do the his career, too. The four plati- Star" saturday night, and says
biggest gig of his life. num albums are spaced over 13 he'd be willing to learn a song

"I'm really into world years, and he seems to go on or two in Russian. He's not all
peace," he says, talking over hiatus between each one. "I'm that keen on an ambassadorial
the phone about his forthcom- getting to be good at come- trip to the Soviet Union, though.
ing "Superpower Rock" fest at backs," he says. His biggest re- "If I was very popular in
Sullivan Arena saturday night cent hit came in 1986 with "I Russia I would go," he says.
with Soviet superstar Stas Can't Hold Back." "You know, the Soviet volley-
Namin and Moscow's Rondo. "I But judging from his Glas- ball team, I heard, was into
think it's a great idea, and an nost Rock gig in Anchorage, his Eddie Money. So they have
honor to represent our country. age (he's about to tum 40) and heard of me over there.
To tell you the truth, I think this some forthcoming musical en- "But I don't know about all
is the most important thing I've deavors with political over- these groups going over there
done." tones, he appears to have found doing this 'pave-the-way-for-

It's the kind of all-or-nothing some new direction. "Even my rock 'n' roll' crusade kind of
statement you would expect father is proud of what I'm bull."
from former New York cop doing now," he says. "It's about Following the Soviet mega-
Eddie Mahoney. time. He's always hated this ca- gig, Money's going overseas.

His latest album, "Nothing reer. He wanted me to stay "I've got a tentative show in
To Lose," is full of punchy, ro- being a cop." Europe with Guns and Roses.
mantic ballads and hubris-laden He wasn't sure who came up My record just went gold, but
rockers that come straight with the idea of getting to- it'll have to go platinum before
from his tumultuous love life, ddl gether with the Soviet bands, I see a nickel."

h '11 E re Moneyhe says. He's oping it WI tum Id though he had heard both of And another world-rock
I· bee hi f ... 'into wor peace' th befP atmum, ause s yen or em ore. gathering scheduled this year

romance has left him with bills "I've got a couple of tapes. will put the Money message
to pay. "I have to make a lot of Go on a sleigh ride, this and You know, I'm really glad to over the airwaves not far from
money. I've got to crack $20,000 that. I wanna dig McKinley. know I'm top billing for this the Line of Death Moammar
a month just to stay even. I'm "I did playa gig in Anchor- show. They've sold a hell of a Khadafy drew in the Gulf of
losing my house (in a divorce age a while back, but it was in lot more records than I have." Sidra a couple of years ago.
settlement with his wife of summer, so it just wasn't the Money is coming off a tour of "President and Mrs. Bush are
nearly five years), I have a new cold, hard-winter misery. I Canada, playing some gigs solo gonna be on board the USS
baby, and my girlfriend has a don't want to go on a boat, on a and some with Cheap Trick. Ranger, and I'll be doing my
2Y2-year-old from a previous Princess Cruise. Plan to hear several tracks thing via satellite.
marriage I want to support." "I'm a blues singer so I'm from "Nothing to Lose" Satur-

And he's not interested in a looking forward to getting up day night, he says. "It's going Borders, datelines and proto-
glacier cruise and quiet sum- there in the cold and misery." to be a loose show. We're gonna col aside, Money says his
mer fishing when he comes to You could say Money is qual- be playing 'Walk on Water,' heart's in the right place. "I'm
Alaska. He's always wanted to ified to sing the blues. He has 'Love in Your Eyes,' 'Take Me really into this world peace. I
experience the state at its win- the vocal pipes, and on some of Home Tonight,' 'Endless love the idea of world peace.
ter worst. "I wanna really dig his older hits, like "Two Tickets Night.' The band's basically "Since I've had kids I think
Alaska, you know what I'm say- to Paradise," he seems to ex- pretty new, but by the time we about it a lot. It's really import-
ing? I wanna see it in the win- hale from the toes. He has the get there, they should be tight. ant, and I think it's really possi-
ter, really dig it when it's real. personal trademarks: "bad I'm playing a little bit of key- ble.'

I .J.77.J. ... J.U51&V.:J •• 0.), JUU""u.u, ~ .......aon..a. //lJV.I.. '-Ju. ~ .lCICPllUllt: \YVI J I07-V.&.f""t.7, .iCtCA V7V -rJ4.lVV
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Folk music can be danger-
ous, whether it's being done in
the United States or the Soviet
Union. Remember Pete
Seeger? Woody Guthrie? Joan
Baez?

Dmitri Pokrovsky knows
about danger. For 10 long
years, his group of traditional
folk singers and dancers was
banned in the Soviet Union.

Folk traditions, he explained
Wednesday following a per-
formance at Hanshew Junior
High School, speak directly to
the people's freedom. And free-
dom of the people can be threa-
tening to any form of govern-
ment, whether it be democratic
or authoritarian.

"Ours is a music of free-
dom," he said, speaking a mix-
ture of Russian and English.
"In Russian villages, many hun-
dreds of years ago, free people
lived in the forests. These songs
(of those times) are against bu-
reaucracy."

Pokrovsky started his group
in 1973and for years his singers
performed unofficially when-
ever and wherever they COUld.
Now they are not only encour-
aged by the Soviet government,
but actively supported by Raisa
Gorbachev, wife of the Soviet
president. She serves on the
board of a new foundation
begun by Pokrovsky two
months ago to further the cul-
tural exchange between the
United States and the Soviet
Union.

Glasnost Folkfest In Atwood Concert
Hall at Alaska Center for the Per-
forming Arts, 8 p.m. Friday. All
tickets $10.(263-ARTS)

Pokrovsky sees himself as a
patriot, although he waxes
poetic about America. "I love
America because I have so
many friends here. But I also
love my own country - just like
you love yours."

His mission, he said, is to en-
lighten Soviet youth about their
past - a past that speaks of
freedom. It was a natural way
of life common to the "folk" be-
fore the Czars and before the
Communist regime. "Now this
(music) is important and nice
for young people," Pokrovsky
said. "Now folk music is very,
very popular in the U.S.S.R."

Cultural freedom under
Gorbachev's perestroika (res-
tructuring) has been 8 blessing
for Pokrovsky's work. he said.
"Absolutely, (our freedom
now) is because of Gcrbachev."

The Pokrovsky Singers have
in their repertoire over 2,000
songs, including some that go
back more than 800 years. The
musicians have spent many
hours researching such music
so their renditions are authen-

•
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tic.
Pokrovsky, 44, has a shaggy

mane of graying hair with a re-
ceding hairline. His warm smile
is like a lighted window on a
snowy night.

Although his group has per-
formed extensively in the
Lower 48, they are visiting
Alaska for the first time, as
part of the Soviet-American ex-
change taking place this week
in Anchorage. In addition to
performing for local schoolchil-
dren, they will give a public
performance Friday at the
Alaska Center for the Perform-
ing Arts as part of the Glasnost
Folkfest.

The few selections the Pok-
rovskys performed Wednesday
at Hanshew were intriguing.
Occasionally, musicians played
ancient wind instruments and
mouth harps, combining short
ensemble instrumentals with
rousing folk singing and danc-
ing.

One song was about thresh-
ing millet and another was a
Cossack song based on a Ler-
montov translations of a poem
by Lord Byron. Friday night's
performance will last about one
hour and the singers will be in
traditional Russian costume.

Pokrovsky said Anchorage
doesn't look like anything he's
seen before. "It's strange," he
said, laughing. "It looks like Si-
beria - but the mountains look
like Bulgaria."

The Pokrovsky Singers are
entirely self-supporting, a fact
of which Pokrovsky is ex-
trernely proud. The govern-
ment did not pay for the group
to travel to Alaska. After this
week's festivities, the 15singers
will do whirlwind performances
on the Ke-nai Peninsula before
returning to Moscow.

Pokrovsky will fly from
Alaska to San Francisco, 'Los
Angeles and New York on busi-
ness. He is the president of the
National Center of Soviet Cul-
ture (on whose board Raisa
Gorbachev serves), which is
based in the United States at

Massachussetts Institute of
Technology. Eventually, the
foundation will be involved in
the exchange and sale of Rus-
sian handicrafts and art objects
in the United States.

Pokrovsky said he is making

plans now to bring his singers
back to Anchorage during De-
cember for performances of
Russian Christmas music.

Joining the Pokrovsky Sin-
gers on stage will be the An-
chorage Children's Choir, a

black gospel group, and Alaska
Yupik and Inupiat performers.

'there will also be a special
guest appearance by Eek resi-
dent Chuna McIntyre, an ac-
claimed Yupik storyteller, art-
ist and dancer.

FOOD
PRICES

If you 're tired of what ordinary TV is dishing
out, you don't have to take it any more.

Act now and you can get a 99' cable TV instal-
lation. And that gives you a taste of gourmet viewing.

Cable isn't just more TV, it's better TV, You get
the viewing you're hungry for. Like blockbuster
movies while they're hot. Sports when sports is
what you want.

Cable's get whole channels to bring you news,
weather, music, entertainment and much, much
more. Things you'll never find on ordinaryTV or
at the video store.

So call Sonic Cable TV at 562 - 34 55 right now.
Then you can take advantage of our special installa-
tion offer. Enjoy a taste of gourmet viewing, We think
}Qu'U be completely satisfied. Hurry, offer closes soon.

iclli.;t
FOR A 99¢ INS1l\Il.ATION CAll SONIC CABLE TV AT

562-3455
1991 Hughes Way. Juneau, Alaska 99801 USA Telephone (907) 789-0449; Telex 090 45380



By BEAU BRENDLER
11meI Foew Writer:

When Chum McIntyre is telling stories
and dancing, the foremost thought inhis
mind ispeace.

The 33-year-old Yup'ik Eskimo from
Eek on the Kuskokwim River has spun his
tales on Garrison Keillor's radio show, per-
formed in France, and has made several
trips to Siberia, a land of kin. He will per-
form with his group Numanta at the Glas-
nost Folkfest Friday.

Yup'iks have been a peaceful people for
more than 500years, McIntyre said, and
thinks that their history should set an ex-
ample for the world.

He said that the Soviet visit and goodwill
exchange is "a great handshake to us."

The erudite storyteller was sitting ina
Clarion Hotel room Wednesday, scrubbing
a stain out of his new parka. He had just
come from Elmendorf Air Force Base,
where he had been Oneot the few allowed
to shake President Bush's hands dUring his
Wednesday whistle stop in Anchorage.

"We came from a very warlike so-
ciety," he said. "Until our people decided
that open warfare is just not the way. Of

A figure from the Yup'ikpast helped
with the decision.

"Apananugpak -quite a well-known
figure in our bistory~was one of our great
warriors. He was out on the tundra one
time. Through his extrasenses he sawall
the dead souls who had been brutally murd-
ered, gathering, lining up, preparing to

marthback into this world ...
"He saw the point. How do you hope to

win a war when the spirit world rises up
against you?"

Yup'jk daily life used to be brutal, he
said. "As soon as a child was born, be was
prepared tor war and death. My people
were afraid to even cook, for fear their
smoke would be seen by others and killed.
Itwas quite grim. They stopped cooking."

His people must accept and live inthe
world that is at hand, he said. "To be static
would be silly. We still have all infinite va-
riety of hiStory. Snowmobiles, CD players,
we have these and they are here to stay.
With that perspective, we need to move
forward."



Rondo
Music

Alms for.the Rea~eful
Eddie Money grateful for the chance to rock with the Soviets

8y8EA.U8RENDLER
~F_W_

Eddie Money, pop singer
with four platinum al-
bums behind him and a
single, "The Love In

Your Eyes," climbing the
charts, says he's about to do Ihe
biggest gig of his life.

"I'm really into world
peace," he says, talking over
Ihe phone about his Iorthcorn-
ing "Superpower Rock" fest at
Sullivan Aren a saturcl<iy mght
with Soviet superstar Stas
Narmn and Mw;cow's Rondo. '"
Ihink u's a great idea, and an
honor to represent our country.
To lell you the lI1Jlh, Ilhink Ihb
ISlhe mosllmponanl Ihing I've
done."

It's the "ind 01 all-or-nothing
slatement you would expect
from fanner New York cop
Eddie Mahon"y.

His latest album, "Nothing
To Lose," is full of punchy, ro-
mantic ballads and hubris-laden
rockers that come straight
from his tumuIlUOllS love life,
he says. He's hoping it will turn
p1atinwn, because his yen for
romance has left him with bills,
to pay. ") bave to make a lot of
money. I've got 10 crac!l_$20,000
a month just to stay even. )'m
losing my house (in a divorce
settlement with his wife of
nearly five years), ) have a new
baby, and my girlfriend has a
2'h-year-oId from a previous
marriage I want 10 suppan."
And he's not interested in a

glacier cruIse and quiel sum-
mer fishing When he comes 10
Alaska_ He's always wanled to
experience the state at its win-
ler worst. "I wanna really dig
Alaska, you know whal )'m say-
ing? I wanna see it in the win-
ter, really di~ it when it's real.

Eddie Money
_ 'into wood peilce'

Go on a sleigh ride, this and
that. ) wanna dig McKinley.

"I did playa gig in Anchor-
age a while back, but il was in
llUJ1UIIer,so it just wasn'l the
cold, hard-winler misery. I
don't want to go on a boat, on a
Princess Cruise.

"I'm a blues singer so I'm
looking forward 10 gelling up
there in the cold and misery."

You could say Money is qual-
ified 10 sing the blues. He has
the vocal pipes, and on some of
his older hilS, like "1 wo Tick"ts
10 Paradise," he setoms to ex-
hale from the toes. He has the
personal trademarks: "bad

boy" image, legendary drug
and alcohol problems. He's
been clean and sober for nearly
a year, be says, despile the
pressure from his a ffairs of the
heart.

He's had a few time lapses in
his career, 100. The four plan-
num albums are spaced over 13
years, and he seems to go on
hiatus bel ween each one. "I'm
gelling 10 be 'good at come-
backs," he S<JY,. His lJi811eslre-
cent hit came III 1!I8O wilh "I
u.n'l f10ldback."

BUI jUdging frum his Glas-
nUSIRuck gig ill Anchorage, his
age (he's about to turn 40) and
some fonhcumlng musl'al "n-
deavors wllh puhllcal over-
lon"s, he appears to have lound
some new direclion. "Even my
falher is proud of what I'm
doing now," he says. "II's "bout
time. He's always hatt!d this ca-
reer. He wanted me 10 stay
being a cop."

He wasn't sure who came up
with the idea of getting to-
gether with the Soviet bands,
though he bad beard both or
them before.

")'ve gal a couple of tapes.
You know, I'm really glad 10
know I'm top billing for, Ibis
show. They've sold a hell or a
lot more records than I have."
Money is coming at! a tour of
Canada, playing &OI1legigs solo
and some with Cbeap Trick.

Plan to hear several tracks
from "NOthing 10 Lose" satur-
day night, he says. "It's going
10 be a loose show. We're ganna
be playing 'Walk on Waler,'
'love in Your Eyes,' 'Take Me
Home Tonight,' 'End!ess
Night.' The band's basically
preuy new, but by the time we
get there, they sbouId be tight.
I'm playing a linle bit of key·

boards, and sax." Money's
music has Ir..dilionally been a
bil of an amalgam - metal,
blues, pop and doo-wop.

He's hoping to set up a three-
group jam on the amnemic
"Wann.a be a Rock-and-Roll
Star" Saturday nighl, and says
he'd be willing 10 leam a slmg
or two III RUSSIan. He's nut all
that keen on an ambassadonal
trip to the Soviet Uruon, thullgh
"If I wa~ vt!ry pupul;'11 III
Russia J would g«." In" ~I}:-'

"You know, the Soviet \ulh-~·
ball ream. I heard, Was Jill"
Eddre MUll"} !>., Ihey 1,,,\ ,.
heard ur me over there

"But I dun'l lulU\\ "IH1UI ,&II
Ihese groups gUUlgov"r Ihcr<'
doing Ihls ·Jldv,,"lhe·wily-fur-
rock 'n' roll' crusade kiml or
bull."

Following tilt: SovIet mega·
gig, Money's gomg overseas.
""ve gal a lentative show 10
Europe With GWISand Roses.
My record just went gold, bul
it'll have to go platirwm belore
Isee a nickel."
And another world-rock

gathering scheduled this year
will put the Mooey message
over the airwaves not far from
the Line of Death Moammar
Khadafy drew in the Gulf or
Sidra a couple of years ago.
"President and Mrs. Bush are
ganna be on board lhe USS
Ranger, and I'll be doing my
thing via satellile.

Borders, datelines and prolo-
col aside, Money says his
bean's in Ihe righl place. "I'm
reall y Into thIS world pea ce. J
love the idea of world peace.

"Since I've had kids I Ihink
about it a lot. It's really impon-
ant, and I think it's really possi-
ble."

With a friendly face and sert-
ous manner, KboIthIov de-
scribed some of Rondo's musi-
cal influences. They're an elec-
lric band, he said, wilh a hard-
rock edge. "Mussorgsky. Rach-
maninov. We are show band,"
he said.

Can Ihey listen 10 Western
music on the radio?

Khokhlov smiled and
nodded. "On Ihe radso we hear
American songs. Jazz very pop-
ular. Herbie Hancock, Chick
Corea,"

"Mahd\"lshnu Orhcesrra,"
iva nov said. "AIIJ hard-rock,
speed Illelal, thrash metal. Ev-
eryrmng you get here, we hear
it now."

"And glib III uur country,"
Khokhlov said, "Iller love MIch-
ael Jackson - like lhis." he
said, pUlling Ius 11lIlldslog"'her
in frunl of his face and rolling
his eyes.

Nikolai, drummer for Ih.·
band, joined them on the couch
and the conversation IUrned 10
names and genres: "Emerson,
Lake and Palmer," Khoklov
said.

") like Rod Siewan," Ivanov
said_

"He look like Rod Siewan,"
Khoklov said_

"We will sing one song in
English, Rod Stewan song,"
said Ivanov, and sang a couple
of measures.

"And Joe Cocker, Peler Ga-
briel, and Sting. And I like Bon
Jovi," Ivanov said. "They are
playing wilh my Incnds, Gorky
Park. All of us at Stas Namin
Centr"," - he makes a hugging
molion - "Ihey are our
friends "

One at Ihe group's best mo-
ments, Ivanov said, was during
a visit by funnel' President
Reagan 10 the Soviel Union. At
a goodwill gathering, Rondo,
u!-'"and-eomlllg Soviel hard
rockers Gorky Park, and Brit·
ish pop slar Metalll" playe..l and
sang "We Shall Overcome."

AI Ihi~, all three nod and
smile. "We shall ov"rcome,"
they said.

ALASKA RAILROAD
CORPORA liON

IDITATRAIN
Special Train to Wasilla lor Iditarod Restart

Saturday, March 4, 1889
Iditarod Restart at 2 p~ at Wasilla Airport
Free ground transportation to airport and

Wasilla area is available. You have six hours to
join in olher"ldltarod Days as well.

11:00 am LV Anchorage 12:30 pm AR Wasilla
8:30 pm LV Wasilla 10:00 pm AR Anchorage

@ 520 per ~A roundtrip

Tickets available on first-come first serve basis
GET YOUR TICKETS NOW

at
Train Depot, 411 W. 1.t Ayenue. Anchorage

Call 265-2494 for In'ormaUon

TICKETSII-.tc:am,..e.uIIn .. ""c:.lerloz0tfiu2la-ARTS
II2-t .. ieIlerCW- .. ,.....t/2,nc..

FneiIfwM .lIn.7 PI..... IIClI-ItIt_1t.
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Of folk songs and freedom
Pokrovsky Singers now enjoy the active support of the Soviet government

By CATlIERINE STADEM
..-F_1I'rtler

Folk music can be dan~r-
OIlS, whether II's being done In
the United States or the Soviet
Union. Remember Pete
Seeser? Woody Guthrle? Joen
Baez?

Dmitri Pokrovsky knows
about danger. For 10 long
years, his group or traditional
lolk smgers and dancers WB~
banned In the Soviet Union.

Folk traditions, he explained
Wednesday rollowing a per-
lormance at Hanshew 'Junior
High School, speak directly to
the people's freedom. And free-
dom 01 the people can be threa-
tening to any form of govern-
ment, whether it be democratic
or authoritarian.
"Ours is a music 01 tree-

dom," he said, speaking a mix-
ture of Russian and English.
"fn Russian villages, many hoo·
dred.~ or years ago. free people
lived in the fore.~ts, 'These songs
(01 those times) are against bu-
reaucracy."

Pokrovsky started his group
in 1973 and lor years his sinsers
performed unolficiaJly ... hen-
ever and wherever they could.
Now they are not only encour-
aged by the Soviet govemment,
but actively supported by Raise
Gorbachev, wile of the Soviet
president. She serves on the
board of a new foundation
begun by Pokrovsky two
months ago to further the cui·
tural exchange between the
United States and the Soviet
Union.

I

I

Glas.....' Folkl"'lnA_ Concerl
Hall ot AIo'-o Center tor the Per·
tonnlno ~rtl •• p.m. Frldav. All
tickets SID. (2~"RTSI

Pokrovsky sees himself as a
patriot, although he waxes
poetic about America. "I love
America because I have 110
many friends here. But I also
love my own COtDltry - just like
you love yours."

His mission, he said, is to en·
lighten Soviet youth about their
past - a past that speaks of
freedom. It was a natural way
of Iile common to Ihe "folk" be-
Inr(' Ih(' C7,~r.; and belore the
Communisl regime. "Now this
(mlL~ic) i~ important and nice
for young people," Pokrovsky
said. "Now folk mu~ic i~ very,
veT)' popular in the U.S.S.R."

Cultural freedom under
Gorbachev's perestroika (re~-
truclUring) has been r blessing
for Pokrovsky's worl<. he said.
"Absolutely, (our freedom
now) i~because of Gc rhachev."

The Pokrovsky Sir gers have
in their repertoire over 2,lXXl
son~, including some that go
back more than lO) years. The
musicians have spent many
hours researching such music
so their renditions are .uthen-

., BEAU BRENDLER
_It_1I'_
When ChuM Mcintyre Is teIJiD8 atones

and dancing, the loremost thougtJt In his .
mind ill peace.

The 33-year-old Yup'lk Esldmo from
Eek on the Kuskokwim River bas spun his
tales on Ganison Keillor's radio show, per-
tonned In France, and has made !leveral
trips to Siberia, a land 01 kin. He will per-
form with his group Numanta at the GI.s-
no!Il Folldest Friday.

Yup'lks have been a peaceful people for
more than SOO years, McIntyre !IBid, aDd
thinks that their history !lhould !let an ex-
ample for the world.

He !IBId that the Soviet visit and goodwill
eJlchan~ Is "a great handshake to us."

Thi tlrudIte atorytl!Uer wu 1IItt11111n a .
Clarton Hotel room WedMMlay, acntbbIng
alltllin out of his new pIU'ka, He had just
come from Elmendorf Air Force Due.
where he bad been _ of the few allowed
to Ibake PresIdent Bu!h's hands during his
WedMMlay wbIstIe stop in Anchorqe.

"We came from • very warlike eo-
c1ety," be ald. "Until our people decided
that open warf.re Is just not the way."

A figure from the Yup'lk past helped
with the decision.

"Apmmtugpak -quite a well-known
flpre In our history - wu me of our great
warriOrs. He was out on the tundra one
tJme. Through bIs extra Bl!IISeS he saw .11
the deed IOU1s who had been brutally murd-

. ered, gathering, lining up, preparing to

mardl back Into this wortd '"
"He the point. How do you hope to

win a r when the splrlt world rises up
against you?"

Yup'lk dally life used to be brutal, he
aaId. "As soonas. child was born. he was
prepAred for war and death. My people
were alraid to even cook, lor lear tbelr
smoke would be SI'el1 bv others and killed.
IIwas quite IInm. The;' slOJlf'ed cookllll\:'

His people must accept and live in the 1
world that ill at hand. he said. "To be static
would be silly. We stili have all Infinite VB- I

riety of history. Snowmobiles, CD players. !
we have these and they are here to stay.
With that perspective, we need 10 move
forward."

tic.
Pokrovsky, 44, has a shall8Y

mane of graying hair with a re-
ceding hairline. His wann smile
is like a lighted window on a
snowy nighl.

Although his group ha~ per-
formed extensively in the
Lower 48, they are visiting
Alaska for the first time. as
part 01 the Soviet-American ex-
change taking place this week
in Anchorage. In Addition to
performing lor local ~hoolchil-
dren, they will give a fllIblic
performance Friday at the
Alaska Center lor the Perform·
ing Arts as part 01 the Glasnost
Folklest.

The lew selections the Pok·
rovskys performed Wednesday
at Hanshew were intriguing.
Occasionally, musicians played
ancient wind instruments and
mouth harps, combining short
ensemble instrumentals with
rousing lolk singing and danc-
ing.
One song was about thresh-

Ing millet and another was a
COSsack song based on a Ler-
ntontov translations 01 a poem
by Lord Byron. Frlday night '5
performance wlJllast about one
hour and the singers will be in
traditional Russian c~tume.

Pokrovsky said Anchorage
doesn't look like anything he's
seen before. "It's Slrange." he
said, laughing. "It look.~ like Si-
heria - but Ih(' mm""Rin< look
like BlIIRAriR."

Tho:- i'okmvsky Sin~cr< are
entirely s('ll-supporting. a lact
of which Pokrovsk\, is ex-
tremel)' proud. Th'; govern-
m('nt did not pay lor the !1roup
to travel to Alaska .. Alter this
week's lestivities, the 15 singers
will do whirlwind perfonnances
on the KMlai Penin~ula before
returning to Moscow.

Pokrovsky will fly Imm
Alaska 10 Sar. Fr.Jnci~ro. n..os
Anseles and Nt!w York 111 busi-
ness. He is the president of the
National Center of Sovipt Cul-
ture (on wbose board Raisa
Gorbechev serves), wt.ich is
based in the United Stales at

Massachusselts Institute of
Technology. Eventually, the
loundatlon wiD be Involved In
the exchange and sale of Rus-
sian handicrafts and art objects
in the United States.

Pokrovsky 'said he Is maldng

plans now to bring h1~ SinRers~ black gospel gTOUP, and S-
back to Anchorage during De- Yupikand Inupiat performen.
cennber lor performances 01 There will also be a
Russian Christmas music. guest appearance by Eek rl!lI

Joining the Pokrovsky Sln- dent Chuna McIntyre, an ad
gers on stage will be the An- claimed Yupik ~toryt('lIer, .~
chorage Children's Choir, a iSI and dancer.

CUEKHOV IN YALTA: An award·
winning 1'l81 play aboul Ru•• ian
p1aywo-ighl Anton Chekhov, pro-
ducf!d by Theatre Guild and di-
reeled by Betsy Scott with a cast of
community theater actors. Small
T.... alre at Ihe Allika Center for
lhe Performing Arts. Admission is
Sll lor all performances with di.-
counl. for youth. and .eniors. 8
p.m. friday and Saturday. Tickets
on sale al the cenler box ollice
and outlets in Cam Hullman.
Muldoon and Aurora Village
.Iores. (263-ARTS) Sirong direc-
tion, ""cellent .ript ""ci!ptional
acting make this .how a highlight
01 the community lhealer sea.on.
Oul.tanding .et and coslume •. A
genlle. inlelligenl and loving pa'-
ody of Chekhov'. writing style. (C
Sladem)

SOVIET GlASNOST FOlkffST
and .OCK CONa.TS: American
and R.... ian folk .inging and danc'
ing 8 p.m. Friday. Allika Center for
the Performing Ans. All lickets
S10. Rock concert 8 p.rn. Saturday
at Sullivan Arena with Soviet rock-
ers Stas N.min and Rondo and

day and Salu,day al the 1I
of Ala.k. "n<horage in t
formlOg Arts Cenle,. Adsa. adults; Sf, childr~n ur
and Sf'nior~ Tickets ilvolil

American rock .ta, Edd,e Monet.
AdmIsSIon S22.50-S18.50. Tickets al
cenle, box office 12f,J-ARTS) .nd
most Cam stores.
YOUTH DANa 5nCTRUM:
Young dancers perform 8 p.m. F,i-

AUDITIONS
for

ACT's production of

•
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Mllgadlln First Sl!crl!tnry AiekslIndr Bogdanov, left, lind lin
Interpreter share the podium wllh Gov. SlevlI Cowper.

By LARRY CAMPREll
lind STAN JONES
Daily News reporters

A mayor, 8 ~ovemor. dmmher nf ('OIllOl ....rre memo
be,", srcurlty ~lInrd, with walk!··lalkles. r,awk.rs.
chlldrp.n singing song', A tabldul 01 Girl Scout cooklrs.
and a r,uy seiling $12 T .hirts; I1I1('hmAr-r didn't skim"
on the' hoopla when it fOUles tn \'.clcomillp. ~o\·i('ts.

An lI.roflot jet lourhrd dowII al Andlo' agc Int""19'
tlonlll AIrport rarl~' M(,IIdn~' af'ell,,,nn and left 90
Soviet cltllf'nS to InrI" :l dH'f'rilJ~ f'rnw,", ~t thf'
Inl ..mntlonal tenllillal

The welrnrne W3~ J1lJr(' AnH"rk:tfl. palt ~rnllil1("
frlendllne!'~. plrnty of lHlIlt illl!. ilnd 3 ,IOllhfr hf"rlfl~ (l(
hype. The visitors ~r(,'T1('d to J,,\"(~ it :lll,

The Sovl ..ts sl"PP"d orllhcir r~d. whilr and bill. jrl
ond wen" imm('ditttrl~' Ir-d hrhillrl (\ r,1:l5'i ...vall tfl
('l1~tom~. Btlt <:"aI111\('1 of ('OItHlH'''''' "ffid:lI". l!o ..:rlll

= .Crowd welcome§ ylsfto~~~'.
Ir-eo-n-un-U-ed--'r-om--pa-g-e-A--l-'

ment politicos and a "I'ad of
media people could see
them. The Americans ap-
plauded lightly and waved
while the grinning .Sovlets
flied by.

But when the Soviet rock
musicians appeared behind
the Ilass, the crowd yelled

, lind eheer ed. ,
I . "Oh, look. There'a Ron-
db," said one woman. ,.,

,T.he Reebok-shod Red
rockers lifted lind shook
their arms at the crowd and
smiled back, Just like rock
silln anywhere.

Then, the government dll-
nltarles - oun and theirs -
made sp eeches from II podi-
um, pledglnl good .. 1II and
friendly relations, and
soundlng pretty much alike
despite the filet they spoke
different languages.

Gov. Steve Co .. per and
AleksAndr Bogdanov, Flrst
Secretary of Ihe Magadan
Region Communist Party
spoke first; Mayor Tom Fink
spoke last. about the time
Ihe crowd .. as breaking up
and heading for the real
festivIties downstairs.

A crowd had galhered In
the downstairs lobby,
waiting for lis flnt glimpse
of a Soviet. Scoutmaster Ju-
dy Weimer's seven girl
scouts paraded the U.S .• So-
viet and Alaskan flags be-
fore the crowd and then the
Sovlels were pili red up with
their hosts. Coffee was
brewing, Girl Scoul cookIes
were on serving trays and
Chet Walukle .. lcz was sell·
Ing T·shlrts rommemon,tlng
the East· West meeting.
S ..... tshlrts .. ere $24; base-
ball caps were $10.

Many of the vlsllors
didn't speak English. but
Guennadl Alferenko did. AJ·
ferenko Is the president of
the Foundation for Social
Invention, or innovation, de-

r,endlng on who does the
nterpretlng.

Alferenko operates a klod
of social aid bus loess. He
champIons causes, gets
slorles about those causes
Into newspapen, television
anI! radIo across his country,
anti collects money for them.

"We have a man, for ex·

PRICE 25 CE

'The goodwill is first. ,.'. .
After the goodwill, dollars will
come almost immediately. ,

- Visiting Soviet
Guennadl Alferenko

am'ple, who Is trying 10 get
things for the Afghan
veterans." AJferenko 'Ald.
"Trying to ral ... money for
them. Very Slid, ve ry sad.
LIke your VI.. tnam. Many
troubles. So we want to help
them. We have raised 11.5
million robles so lar."

Alfer ..nko helped to put
together Ihls ",.-ek·long ex-
change. fie said he and his
countrymen and women are
here this week for Ihe sam e
reasons Alaskan. want them
here - to make f r lr-nds.
make muslc and. if all else
goes well, make money.

"The goodwll! is first," he
said. fie smiled bill. "After
the goodwill, dollllrs will
come IIlmost Immediately."

The Soviets plan 10 spend
this we.k wandering around
Anchorall!e. the Kenai PenIn-
sula and Juneau, ,taylng In
local homes, talkIng trllde,
visiting school children and
shopping. The f..stlvltJes end
this week with a folk con-
cert Friday and a rock con·
cert Saturday, complete
with Soviet rockers.

The visit WIlS orgllnlzed
by the Junellu p ..rformance
group Camnl lind the state
chllmb ..r to fosler rommunl-
cations and trade belween
the two countries, and espe-
cially between Alaska and
the eastern Siberian reltlons.

In theory, the 1;ovlets
were 10 '0 10 lhelr r ..s"",,·
live quarters lind lake naps
Monday lIfternoon.

In practice, some managed
to work 10 time (or the
decadent capllallst practice
known as shopping.

Povela! Krlvlhklls, a
LithUAnIan reporter, was ex·

.peeling colder 'l"PJ\thcr In
(Anchorage, attd so was
obliged to make a lightnIng

stop at the North .. ay Mall
Laments store to pick up II
$40 pair of Hush Puppy loaf.
ers.

"lIef! my sho ..s at home,"
he explained, polntlng to the
h ..avy boots thaI were the
fancl e st footgear he brought
to AmerIca.

Though the Sovlet Union
reportedly suffers from a
shorlage of herd W .. stern
currency, that wasn't a prob-
lem for Krlvltskes Monday
lIfternoon. He pulled II $1\10
blll out of hi. wallel to pay
for Ihe flush Puppies.

Lat .. r, SRld Krlvltskas. he
hopes to by some jeans lor
hIs son.

The Duane Elser family.
meanwhile, did a little erner-
gency shoppIng of their own
·Monday to prepare for Gen·
nadl Shlshkov, the SovIet
agriculture official they're
putting up for the week.
It seems the Elsers only

found out Sunday they
would be putlln, Shl.hkov
up. Further, Ihe Elsers don·.t
speak any Russian and
Shlshkov doesn't speak any
English. So the Elsets
bought a hook called "Rus-
sian In 10 MInutes A Day"
and hlld on .. whole day to
lellrn to lise It.

"" we wlInt to say some-
thIng, we go to the English
word and the Russtan word
\I there beside II," Duane
Elser uld Monday ('venIn,
during a get·lol/ .. thcr nt the
Egan Conv.nllon Center for
the SovIets and Ihelr hosts.

"And If he wants 10 say
something to us, It·s vice
versa." Elser added.

Shlshkov. (or his pa rt,
saId through a translator hIs
purpose In comlng to Alaska
WIIS to try to tAlk k experts
here about the minurndure
of reindeer sausage.



t...oounuedlrom~C·1

age. Alaska. means 10 be able to 120 10 tne Scvtet
UIUCII1IQ the late lllns III tneranv anv llIiV \IOU wan!
togo." ..

That's yet to be proven oy enner van Etten, lne
ltayaker. or (ire!!' Spry. tne unra-ngm PUOt. botll
men have tne:!r OOtT'llt'lOeS In place. DI.lt are mlUlng
trle one connecung pece to malte tnt rest of me
p1ecft fall tu~thet

They hOoe to aovance theIr plans alans thIS
weetc tJ.., en1l1l1ng tne help of SeMel Ol'pNDuons
to JPlX*lr tnetr different adV81Nt'e$. Thev're not
lookins: tor money trom a spcmIOr. Thev Ire look·
iDa jor eDCOW"aMftMnt ux1. most Imooiunuy, as-
IIIWIICe in deWng wtth ScMet I:lW'UUCl"I.CIes...

Spry lnCla parmer, both of Fam:.nks. want (0
take tbe "sJcybridge" over the &enng SU'al1 in tbe1r
uJD'allpu. That wauk1 be anotner tLm in (he'

AJ.uU.Sibena comdor.
To Spry, however. it is morl' than Wit. It', a

daDce 10 conmtx.IIe 3OIDethIn&. lO ClrTy a rna-
lap of ~ ro peoprM U\ both COlmcnes. He Sliys
be'lldotbat by 2fTYlDI twO MpUngs-a bLrch and
an 0I1t -10 MoIcow tor planbng.
"We've been wor¥.tq 011mil for a kill time." he

JIXL ''It's not like we thouIbt or It ~y aod

Roben B. Alwood
President and PublISher

'The plane was gOing back
ernptv. It made sense that we
oe the iirst student-teacher
exchange ever to go to
Magadan.'

IArrvRockhill
Soldotna teacher

learn wnat tnetr SoVIet fnenat do m ther JPUe
urne. wnal kmd or rOOd do Ule'y eat. wDIre do
they f:O on vacaUOPS. "00 uwy pt UC' aDd camb
tnetr ha1r Itl the monung like we dor )'OUIIC

MOrpweck uad.
They WIll ~biy lllJk. i..a-.Iamily ....

tneMs aDd peace and 1ChOOI. tbe rb:rM cbildreD
_Kl To LIDdenwId the sample tbmp, to _

each acner U Delghbon IS the key to BOOd ....
nons between tbe two counmes In U. tub.Ire.,
RockhiU cmmeci UL
"1 have to IPve them the tun credit ~I

they are !he OMS whO have estatltiabId thisl
JOOlIwilI:' he aiel. "Down'lhe .-. _ CllUIdI
you ~ enerrut:I wheft you are frIeDOIu)'OUlb?"

Elaine AlWood
....sslstam Publisher

,~-t-.

tnen aeclOe<1 to rna"e our flight. We .fane<! uus
Jong Detore Lynne Cox maoe her swun,"

The twO plan to W1d tIlelr uJullhghti 10 Uelen.
U.S.S.R .. and tbe\ nv on Aerofiot to Moscow With to talk aClOUttne expenence.
tne Sllohngs, he sa.JC.·PemiOi someaay. he mused. SoV1et SNOents met the A./.uka A.lrilJleS
Sloimas from thoR treoes could be earned to otner "'Fnenc1SilJ.oFb@:bt" to P'I"ov1dmI!fa last JU.m.mer

POl1lts~m tne SovIet Uruon. OfUy to oe ClLSappouned OIat none of the So4Ooma
"ReaJly, what we're trymg 10 do I.! make a eel- Studt'f\ts were aooard. InstMd. RockhiLl ana rwo

l!brauon tN.t we are hnaUy taUung to each other." 0' has SNOefIlS met Wlth tM Masaoan @Ovemor
De saJd. "We have tnat .saleru. neighbor OUt there wnen oe maoe a reclPI"OClJ vun to Nome last
tnat we can', Wk to." 5eotem'bet.

The pilOts woWd l1ke to make the Cf'OSSltIg tlus That'S where the young Jin tmm. So4doma
sonn.g I.l'I. tnetr III).oound UU.raJigbll beIore wann and the pobuaan trom Ma.pd.an bec:ame ias1
...... ther breaks up me Senng sea ICe. The Ice not fneDdiL RoekhiU ald. "You coukI .. It lD tus
only means a safe ernef'IeI"CY landin& but 1t alsO eyes. Vou couJd almolt lee lean come to tu.s
means calmer w.mer cand,UJOnl for the 11h-:l:hour eyes when sne re.cbed up ani P'A: tIa& (AluU.
Oilht. Ilq) pll>lXlIus lapeJ, .. h .... '1.
·Brelsford. the Slatll, O"ade speaaUst, says that That JDee'tDlI ewnnaUy &el1tO lba JDIOInt ex.

the Lr'lCnIUIn' aeunry l'JetW'eC A!UU and Sibena chaDp. Harvey and ciumJate JeDDlIer Wagner
hu been overwhelmu1&- But. the ...... OIl ... _ p-.d tlle ......... ""til lIilU to ...... to
aftly from tbe office nat week when Ihe lakes a tbetr pm pI1a at Mapdan No.1. KobIU ~
tw~mmth 101'" at abeence from the Job. .tented me gifts perwonaUy and wi*l tbt appar-

It'J not that she', getaDJ away from it all. It's tulUty area. extended an ID'VlIaUOD tor tbt a:m-
more like me', stepp1C3 uno a more ..cove role tn Gent ~
1M efforts 10open me bonier. Brelsford wiJ.I be one Har'vey atId her audeot ~ James
or Ute AmerIcan team memben ot the Benng CaDnava aDd Maha Morpweck. .y tbat they
Bridt!eE>qlodi!lllll.... wilI __ ""'... an-,lllnfllr<lto""'_tlIiIlp ......
tneaaeaot~~tnm the 1IIRde. they arnw m Mapdan. 1bey.y they want to

Goodwill delegation r B-4 Monday,February20,l'" The Anc:horage TImes
includes Soviet officials,
various Party members EditoJiillWilliam J. Tobin

Vice-President. Edltor·m·Chtei

• - ........ ..; . .!. ... -

A glasnost welcome
WHO COULD have be-

lieved, a few short years
ago, that we would ever see
an Aerofiot jetliner from the
Soviet Union parked at An-
chorage International Air-
port and bringing in a band
of Russian rock musicians?

Glasnost, indeed, has
come a long way.

And. in fact, an Aerofiot
jet, complete with rock per-
fonners among a 9(}.member
delegation from the Soviet
Union, was scheduled to pull
up to the north terminai be-
fore noon today, opening a
week-long festival of friend-
ship between Alaska and the
Soviet Union.

The visit, developed
through the auspices of the
Alaska State Chamber of
Commerce, is one more

. opening of what is being
viewed now as a new gate-
way between the United
States and the Soviet Union
- one that spans the Bering
Strait and which bridges the
small distance that sepa-
rates Alaska and Siberia.

-, .. --.
j ,:

ties and meetings, social
gatherings and formal diJr
ers at which they will meet
Alaska government officials.
business leaders, academi-
cians, scientists, private citi-
zens and the people of An-
chorage - on the street, in
the stores, in the hotels, in
the coffee shops.

They will join in a folkfest
celebration and a rock con-
cert.

IT IS AN exciting time,
one that calls for a cautious

'. reaching out to try. to estab-
lish personal relationships'
that one day may lead to
friendships - and which,
more importantly, might one
day help solidify the cause of
peace.

We join in welcoming the
Soviet delegation to Anchor-
age. Its members have a
busy schedule.

""'\.0 ... __ ••• ~1' \..._

I
I

THEY WILL BE be wined I
and dined and dazzled, and
wanned, we tnlSt, by the I
friendliness of their Alaska I
reception.

And their visit will be an I
important one, too, for us.

We, as citiZens of Anchor-
age, will have the opportu-
nity to meet face to face
with a number of Soviet citi-
:.etlS - government officials,
workers, students and othel'3 I
who were chosen to make'
the trip.

As a result of the visit,
there is hope that the Soviet
Union will further lower the
barricades that bar free
travel across the Bering sea.

From it may come, we ar-
dently trust, the ability for
tourists next year to come to
Alaska and as part of their
travel adventures go on ex-
cursions from Nome into Si-
beria - and there come to
know, first hand, a little
more about the Soviet pe0-
ple.

On such things friendships
are built - between people.

I
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The best of Anchorage Thursday, Feb. 23, 1989

MOVIE:
Angelica Huston em?
Anthonv Eclwards star in
comedy 'Mr Nonh
Page 5

BEST BET:
Soviets in Anchorage see
'Chekhov in Yalta.'
Page 2

OUTDOORS:
New snow makes for
excellent conditions
on cross-country trails.
downhill slopes.
Page 6

NIGHT LIFE:
Lunney humor is strictly
no holds barred.
Page 3

.Ial Namln Group's lead singer Losey Sasha Nlkollavlch
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USSIA
OCKS

ANC ORAGE
;.:.;

., __ Pl!IW.A00iIy---B
......_I_.
All_11_ .. JoIn lIoo Puty _............. --.--..,...

IMolal to _Ik ... _ Mlk·_I~'=:::~'::"'e:.='J.:;.':':""~
IftItler nation. Jtto4 Wi". .... """ Nt. People
nn and tIo ~. out: ...,.. ",t .. te ","I ...
I. t'nCWnred.

&twl".t rock b.rtlh: MW enlt an lMoI,.
Mw·fourtd 11"M4om'.

Scr91~rodt II". ~hl ft'" .....
''Tnt', Just "ant to ""ny," ••,.. Aft'tfritlln

rGCk ""'ecadf' Frink Zlipp., wlto t'fC't'ftU,
,,-tumed from .n \I!:lten6H ttlp to MOROw.
Aftf!r d ... ctes of w",'''''' ~d -

endurtnl andent equtplMftt and tM om"l·
prtl~ of offldaldom"' bel.,. Mm,...' -
l'Oeil: hal tnurfaftd In tht .'.nt ..... of oar
Ml,hbon to tht west.

Salam, nllhl at the SuI".tm AnM. Utt
5u~~ ef ft«. c.c.eert _III pPBfttt OM

~~;O:':fot,~~..~.:.c~tU:=-:~
It,h'n to t~ '.0 p"""kt Clef. MtHtt plus
U,S. rock", Edln. MOM)'.

MOI'lf1' I"ft'mU" ntuntf'd to U.S k
a.tU: .tt~ • M'Y'P1"el.,.., .~. HII ,
hili Indvdt ''Tw~ 't1cht. to P.,..dl .. " ••
·'a..b,. Hold Orl'" ".it t'fltlrs from arovn'
thf rnuntry hln p...... hi_ mot1 t'K'R't
.Ibum. "Nothlnl to Lo .. •• II aftOf.htr .lId
n)C1l ,Ibum

Whll. MOM,. ... Itnown ptri'Oftftt,. ttM
So"tft bench .re unknown QU8ft1lt~ In........

av' el,""" fa exl,t.
Tunc", .",ht. tM 1fOVP'S , to .8

Malic: to try out eQUtJI'fttDt. '1hI lUIur·
Iii for St.. fit am'" pia,", • fua·,,,, ,.,~~~.~'=~:I::=':.:o.:u=J-:
• Wo '""" the .", ........ o. lloth lbetIt,. tIM Iwo dote 'olills at the , bMh.._.

··It .11 1.lutlc," ... .,.".,.... 0Mn
Ofootte. 12 ''Th~ ... neM jvt1 Kilt • hlah·
qv.llt, ,'aln old roek ",d toU ... ftd ..

Th~ Soot •• t ,"ntll .hen went _ a lGUt' of

Folk festival combines best of two cultures
WWI,Sal""', nl,ht'l SuJl'f'f'l)O'" eee-

ftI1 .. I time to ... plon tIM unt""-"
........ of roclt: 'n' roll, fridll' at",n
0'-.1 rol"' .. 1 .111 ,.It•• dfdd~ly"",,_un! __ .

1lte Poltronltr Slf\tf'n wUl M the ",,'"et.rw:u. In iIIl 'ull .,.ndn •• 1 thf J. UIO..,elt
,..11' lhMt., at 1M AI"lls emt", In, tht
hrf",,"ln.~ Art, dow"low-n. At'('O,d'nl to
Vktl)l' JM'llovlch. cultvnt ,Ulttht "f tM
U.S. emba!ls, In MOS(fI.... 'tie ,roup', I.._d,
e. Dlnltrt roltron):r. tludln mut'!'r from
tiM nmotl!' 1'.1II1'.n pro"l~ - "~hnlt
IloIIII as U "" 100 'fin 'lI'o In Ittt
Yluaae" - .nd ,..Intttpnt, th~ .on.s In "
morderft Yetn.

"HI. ITOUPh.. bttn toplf'd by ",,,n,
otMn," .. Id JKkoYiC"h "It b ont of Ihr

• "'~T FOUtFUT"","1 p.m. '~'
..... AlII_I center IIDr .. ~ Ma .
neu.. .. "0 " .,• .,.1ebJe ~ the t*IIet bo-.-..
pnmlpr ,rou~ 01 tthnlc mU"l1r 'n th ..
Ro.l"t Union."

Alto tf'hedult'd to 'pp'",r a,,, a l"OUr nf
elbutll" EtIklmo dlnr"n .ho tdll m:ttth
danees .. lth Iht:lr kin from SI l.A.1m«
bland. , 13().YolC't! Anrho,.~p ehlldf"ft\"
(horus. • blKk IfMptl choir. 'C'C"h'imtd
",Un dorytfUer Chunll "'thtt"'f, ~Intt'
Sharon Otboume and' rotk bnnc'

'rid",'s JM!rlo:nna~ M:ll'lnsat , ,,..n.
Tklletll I"' '10 tnd ,rt ,nn.blt iIlt thf>
nontfl:, box otrlte.

Soviet rock impresario Stas Namin, who brought
both bands over for the Anchorage concert, says his
group plays tradilional rock, founded on tile sounds
of the Beatles. the Rofling Stones and more
contemporary rockers like Huey Lewis and Joe
Cocker. Rondo plays contemporary pop, says
Namln, "like Duran Duran, only more wild. '

eoffeehouts. Itoado .,t'! fonntd two ,un'.0, just b.fore fodt 11«_,.,,, .rrl'P\.bl~
... lD, MId ""'" the count",'s maln tork·fftt!·
vel t'Obt8t to III "nt wtllll,
8cwki f'OIfk tm,,...tkt 51 .. , N lIftln. who

bfot:Iabl hoth blndJ oyer for th .. A.ncbo......
~, .. ,. kI •• rouppi',. l ... dlllon.l rntk.
fovndtd on th. ~nd. a' thr BdtlH. thr

• 1M. IVl'IIIOOWI~ IIOCII COHCtIIl' boglno II•••. St~.,. It' Iht """". At_ flctltta ..
.,,~ Met S1 •. S(I. indudInp • " ~ ... lItnd
.. P'lilllb'e IW1tt-AI~ bo- other

IIoU .. !! ~'""N:'Inri ruMI!' '-nnlrn111Otllu·,. rork·
en .:- lIu ..~- L.-•. j,- lind J~ Cock"t. Rondo
ph,. rontrrnnotlu',. pop, SIl"S Nllmln. "lib
Dur.. Lhns" I)nl~·mort ... lId ..

A " ..··i"" 'flf)f of th,. SII' Hllmln Group
"will .... ~f)ntl Ilinill", I'etm .n ~t,Il'1I10ry
IM:'d t· .' OII·j ""~~ .. I" lI,ht rn~tftl tUntl' th .. t
fulh ,,·It ~ ..nol" 1'1. .. ht,t bll"d th,,1 IIkM;
h ..... ) "' .. ':-1 :n"~"'ll'",...d ..".... dtf1,,'n,:tn,h1r.
No ''','I'''~I~''ftillr. t1H' HUI''l.i''n lftnltl,.,r

.hoWlt, , tw, " h·IUI", ", ,\"eh.""",. Audl.
~. "':"'n II ,.,. 'Oil' Inl", fie> IJnUnd IIItI!'
f'OIItt'Il"" R'l;'i., t':III1"m'l. tttlklnr b"dttl.'.,ds.

Jus If"m",,,,t,,: !"." s.,d,.t rod:. lttWI ••

\IIUIl, :n"n t "lv..u' h,,,k"n ."·;'In'l.. '""11 "''''"'
0' I'Odottlnr. "J htl·..

11K In If ~ ••, ('1'" ~nd"1 ror)-. """I. "~"'.'r' h,· .. , .."It 7.;lrl'~' rn Ilk .. '''1''1 "ChonI,.
tit_b' ... ,.,."' .., ... i~ slHi", Ii"" n .

"14(\,," 'hil"llo: j' • " ""htl .. polhirftl III ••• ·
mtel. ~"id 2.al""" ""'a'r 1'"t'"inIOlic=11 than
poll .... ' _ h.,,, .. \·...n·"". ,... tlu"fi tn Ihrlr
dlaln"

&ole 1onl:~ ~ III hfl In r.nllbh. Aut.h,"
~~ f\f t' c. ltll·1 Rrilbh rlll!!;1'"
Sn " .h ..,,<t. t"o;~ ''''1 IhM" nutdnlf'rt. tald

\\lit Il"~"'"nln""I"" tnt'''' ',,' ttlll ~r
"nalctoll"1 ,"rn I • hU'tf"h til ,"~., in fu' hltt"l
.""Ift "n,,,lul h'irII abnut tuml" harvest!!.

1ft fir r.,.,d. II'" ~"\""" ttr" a Iftl IIkf
Amnt'll rr" k 'til" \'!U "~lIhl h"'- .. h ..".d
Uw ... , ,.... "1'1""" ... h"" ~",h:o "''''~'', If'ftd:rr~1~U~~1~~ ·~"'~i~lll:t~~n~,~i,it~ft:~~~~~;
Utt .... rnltli"'ft;\! '''rmln,,1 lit th .. alftlO,lM_

G~\t~ t"'''millH"n,,I r"C"k "t,," 1..c:lud_k.
..: t~I~~'"If',S"turdflr nlt!ht It' .hr sum·
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Tower says he'll become teetotal
Defense nominee pledges he 'will not consume' if confirmed by Se
By BILL MCALLISTER and his chIef Senate critic, Anned Nunn also placed reo
8nd HELEN DEWAR • SOFTSELL: President Bush win light Services CommIttee Chairman phasls on wbat he calle
The Washington Post for Tower,but may Yield belore -ely Sam Nuon, O-Oa., squared off over "very questionable" acll

WASHINGTON - John Tower, harming relations wI\h Congf_. "., what bas become the Bush admln- consultant to defens .. e
in an extraordinary effort to lave lstraUon's first ertsts. after he resigned as th
his nomination as Defense secre- Appearing first on NBC's "Meet admInistration's chief
tary, swore Sunday that he will made the promise on national tele- tbe Press," Nunn threatened to arms control negotiator i
not drink any alcohol while serv- vision. He gave no indication he reopen the committee's confinna- Minutes later, Tower'
Ing at the Pentagon and promised would withdraw, saying that he tlon bearings If the WhIte House ABC's "This Week WI
to resign If he breaks the pledge of will press his uphill fight for con- continues what he called selective BrInkley," maintalninl
abstinence. finnatlon before the full Senate leaks of FBI flies containing taver- was fit and insisting that

The former Texas Republican because President Bush "wants me able cornments about Tower. He cobol pledge should rer
senator, launching an aggressive to stay tbe course - and I will stay charged that his former colleague doubts that he can fill ",
media campaign to overcome Sen- the course." was unfit "based on example and requires 2.·hour sobriety
ate doubts about his fitness for the In a dramatic pair of separate based on some of the behavior "Let me state thnt I h

'.-;oc,.,~ "'eors hie "","0 office and allegations that he con- appearances on the Sunday morn- patterns" to be the nation's de-
"! nominee John Tower tinues to have a drinklng-problem, Ing television talk shows, Tower fense chIef. Please see BackPal
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'nily's grief
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, 1•. i'''l'll In h111~ ll' in !'onle
";1:, J,,; 'It'\ ''':''l nn (.l(·c;pdonal

"11 i'l,' i' :111 illll)tiE'rl threa''''
, l·'·f····' ....')In .. 1 it",· nft,,:- th,-, most
,,' ill -h·· "'.\ 1"1';' 1j"(H: Th,.,ir ~on.
! T\':: IIi'oIll l,r."!,,1. ',',:,'''; I·i11,,1 1)•.'("
II:' "1,·1 1'11' ,ill·.l" :1,,", h" '.\·;I)J.:ed
'1: IIi'.., l'j·,llda.'" p:lI·ty Tht:' drh1C'r
(-';! I""I"!.

.. 'hlll;':~' I "h'pllf HlP 111ilit·., frap
1'11:,11110" ·,:t1I', <1'1' ""Ullllg I'oln Uu.'
I",: :,¥." fr·I-·ph'JII'! at J11 .. rj~"'I~· thp

,J .. , h:l~ "'''''-Jrdl'd on ., .1 ,i1: hI#!_
1";ilJ.!f" 'lr>li,'" Hft' in\'C'stigating th£'
, ph'J"" I'atl~ :1JHJ in\""stiJ!C1lnr~
"1" thl' r' .• !!,; :".,' ht'in~ 11I:,d,' fn.rll.
"111 1,·1d'1;,::lor Yf't b("(':lu~c th('y
,\'orking till.' rase,
';;.'-to com£' up with thcnries of who
'hi' and \':1,,-. Ta"!or has hashed

'o"illili·;,·,. None 'of them makes

• (l"j' .,',- IP" tllfl~. jll~t sittinr. hprp
:tIIlI'I' tl". pO':Ciihilities," h~ said,
11 d·, i~Tn:d'.f\ 1!lJn'.;~('s :It 'lifferent
" ,,"',., ,j' t il~c. hrl (' f,n fJ\'(>r :1

• :'11' ""m' ttl' with :01', i,J·.'n~"
.' I,.j,,) 1:1111" f)uml~f"r :1111,)f'nr"d in
"I l'! ':.I··'1l ll" (Ilfe-I'"l :i If'\1:;!l'd for
'1. al,(,,;' Ill' '", Ill"111 lh:lt kilJed

It, .1:,.",." 'I" i1,,,,1 .... 11 ...... _-
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falls (

IJtRONDO ROCKS A·GLASNost tUNE I

"""1'1:,
.i·.·.

By MATTHEW L. \
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service- p:. ,I, '.• J.
24 prlT!'lJT l·, I',' ,.t'~l
)P~r.. but nftor the
oil collaps ..d ill 1~
C'ient·y $topp('n r,j(l
\\"(l!' fJiI in n~8;. :!1
c1in ..d in th" fit
month' of 19RR.
nllf' '-('''I~:UIl,:uwJ

is thai <"Ilf'''!' I:OlSlI
rekindl ..d "mer; ..,
for bif! ca <s. And du
period of l<l'" price,
erl:Y u~~rs nrf' le:'\t;
tn spend mOJl('\' tn s

Some shori ..r-t ..
tors: like severe ", ..a
year and a resurgen.
enprgy.intensive sl
aluminum industri
contribut ..d. In a
government e!lol1<
with the proble,') \
b"ck durin!! the I:,"
mini~trnti()n.

Expcrt s sec IiIt"
for n Clukk tunlill'
cffirir·w",-. unlp~...
s)w!1.l!!' OCf-'!!'

flU'lllnl ('(Inr"ltl-



By MAGGIE JOHNSON
I I', 'Jnu~ 11I1I'jIC /n\IU:.l)f k' The answer.

Call he Soviets r~~,s' Superpower
a It or Sa t u r dnv n ig " es The
Rr'ck Concert. is ~ resn~nr~~n: rc,;tured
show nt t he SUJltv~n d Stas Nnlllin
~Tn~('fl\\' .b:lnrls IlO~( ~l.:l~ Iclif: Mnr;4'Y
md C:iltforrl1;t Jot k~ '. };~CC ~rollp flf

Hondo \V:lS a SIXI d in
e?ullient gUY~~r:~1t~~J~~:~S~r~sl'::'Yi~/l
dIverse, co I , The basic rock Ill-
lively pop ~USIC·Sand keyboards was

strumentation of guitar, bass, rur;; the lead vocals and
augmented by alto saxophon

I
e an

. f Aleksander vanov. dE 01'stnge ant ics 0 . t Rondo playe uro-p ,
In its energetic 4~-mlll~~ei~ea' Chuck Berry style, and

heavy metal: rock s~ :0 feel Ivanov introduced mo~t
pop rock with a ':",:lVICd E' glish, nnd san/l them III
lUI1PS in his very limit e n

Rus sian. . haracter, enhanced by simple,
Each tune had Its own C h Ivanov in a w ild

pfff'~ti\,plv bouncy choreograJ rfke James Brown doing
~p;lIHje" outfit , romped aroun ealingly raspy voice, As
~"",hirs, singing lends tn ~n ap~e and more outrageousllH' -;,,( prngr"sspd, h" ~ol' m~f his mike stnnd, and hy
wit h his r1"ncing and t w ir ;/l one-handed ca r twhr-e!sih.. fin:" number h.. was orng

I t

"e I'd drum . .""'''''~ C"'" lieNS. I," La:'."'-

",'no" , " , ". ' " "w", r"", wFlh ,", , , " , ht

!lnndo's rl'>Ck II ro and guitar, visual v:lnety S Markin performed Sat'lrday mg .II b
~lanced bass h L sev and glttarlst ergeh"rkup. we . " os Stas Narnln lead singer Sas 8 0 _

~~~~~_~_-_ •• ~_M_~_3._~_m_T_~_N~~~.~~~~~~~~ SOVIETBANDS:Rockon

Rockin' Russians
put on spirited show

IrHONDa ROCI(S A GLASNoSt TUNE [ Continued tram Page 0-1 =
and excitement. Sound r~
production was excellent,
and the language barrier
dido't seem to diminish the
aUdience's enjoyment and
apPreciation of the group's
spirited show.

The fiv~man Stas Namin
Group took the stage next
for its own 45-minute set of
simple, straightforward
rock, Its sound was satisfy-
ingly loud yet clear and
weJl-balanced.marked by an
economy of backup from
drwns. bass and keyboards.
alloWing lead singer Sas.lla
Losev and guitarist Serge
Markin to display their con-
siderable talents.

The tall, rail-thin Losev is
a fine singer, His first tune
was a gospel-tinged ballad,
delivered passionately, With-
out theatrics. The set prog-
reSSed with increasingly
heaVY.duty rock, and Los-
ev's full·bodied, Soulful vo-
cals, The unpretentious style
of ·the group was a contrast
to many rock and heavy
metal groups Who have to
IUilk aUdiences for their d~
sired responses. Despite the
fact that most lyrics were in
Russian •. Stas Namin com-
zDanded the attention of the
American crowd with excit-
in« music.

Markin displayed excep.
tional guitar work with a
clean. clear tone. In an in-
strumental introduction, he
showed his dexterit" with
quick al1Jeggios. His' ability

to rip off high·speed runs
was proved later in "Giri
From New York City."

Throughout the set, he
played with claritv, fluidin'
and lYricism. Even When he
whanged away on the
Whammy bar. he concentrat_
ed on music, not exhibitioh-

• ism. Between, and som~
times during, solos he
continuall}' danced around
the stage. caught up in the
excitement.

Eddie Money and his
group closed the show with
an hourlong set of hit tunes
from his rock repertoire. Af-
ter the SOViets. his band was
a disapPointment. lacking
Variety in tone and tempo.
with the volume cranked up
high enough to render much
of the show a trashy mess.
Half of Money's lYrics were
unintelligible, though fans
familiar with his tunes could
sing along. Thanks to the
simplistic drumming, yOU
eould feel the beat through
the floor.

Even though this wasn't a
contest, it's diffiCUlt to
avoid comparison. Monev
Swaggered Onto the stage
and blUdgeoned the aUdience
with his mUSic While the
SOViet groups intrigued our
ears and eyes With thei.rs.

o Megg,. JOhn.on wrIt ••
ebout ~'er mU8ic. She ha
wCH1ledIn mu8ic tourlnO, eru
lIGm'nl8trlltfon end public re'.tiona.
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Soviet singer
charms Alaskans
with politeness

.!

Ancnorage OaJty New! Pf1IJfOS/f,an DuFnerSasha (Withwhite scarf), leld singer of the Sov'et rock band StlS Namln Group. and Nick Safonov (to left of Sasha). drummer for the Soviet pop
band Rondo. lalk to a science class at Hlnshew Junior HIQh about life In the Soviet Union.



.jo.,;;,.

HI. n"m~ I. 1I1... nrl.r
Nlkollftvlrh Lcsev, hul
II'A his nh:kn ..m~ •
..Sl"h a," th.ll~
~mbrold~f~ In wold
thre"d over thftleft
brfl!.d of hl~ H"rft RfW"k
elf. JftC"ket. He's thll!
lead Iln,~r of the

Sovit't rock bnnd StJII' fhmln
Group.
On Tu.. rl.y, M,II..t full rl.y In

Anrhonle. hf"mrt I few bundred
""I,k,.ns nnd chumed them en -
tM> tlmld. 'he d"hlous nnd the
I'w'"!ttruck. And he altewed m e If'
I:'I( :tltmllC anrl wltr.:h.
l met ~:lI~hft~bout a that

momln. :1.1th,. EC"" Convention
Cl!fltrr. where gboul ~n memhtMll nf
the Soviet ..nlouu«e vltltlnC
And,..""ce ....~r'" belnlll dIJp"tch ..rl
to vl,\t V'hooJ". W:tltln. for
S.~hlll·~ ...s~l~nment. we mnde
Jm.1I talk and tndt>d ptnl'. He
pY4!! ~. 'ak .. Soviet ml1ltJl'"
mrd,.1 be,ulne th~ emblt'fn of •
t.".k.

S.sh. renmbl" your stlnd.rd
Issue old·flll!lhlon~ rock stir. "l1d
hair, t1,ht JeMs. the H"rd Rock
).dtf!'t nver • blnek ,,,Un Sta!l
Nltmln IIK.el. a St ... I'hmln
T.lI:hh1ltnd III bod' that rould m"k"
MidI Jal,er !t')(Jk obnf'.

But thf're', ."methtn, about
Suh_ fh"t JUlt doesn't Jive with
most AmfOnclns' stereotyIW 01 •
rack Itlr. for one thlnc. u a
S-16 .tor. he'. ~1Ie<! upon to
play lhe unotflctll dlplomlt. a role
that r~'res If.eelu. mannen (he
Spftltl soltly, ne"er Iweln and
11... "s open. doors tor .omfll)
IUId forbids lUI7 demon.tntUon 01
the b.d·boy Im'l~ normally
.~.ted with roc:k Itan. When
he loyUps me up to hll hotel room
"for. drink." tbe room II neat and
elHn (not tra,hed). MId I'm offered
• cbcriee of ... ter or soda pop •.not
• 1<01>01.

--

-,

L.n: H......... otudent. checl< out Ih. 50.'.1 ,ocl< ,W' .Islllng
lhe.. school. llbov.: S"hR .uI"'1'0ph, Ih. b.ck 01 B·V""
Whll.'~ !lweat !lhh1: "FrC'lm nU!I!tlft wfth loye.·'

Under 1111th~e mln"ers 15 fIl

.. nlty thnt com6 onh' with
maturit,., Ira evident In hit
eon,tantly calm penonAlIt,. Ind In
the tlrf'd lInll!S around his ~,es.
S.~h" look. like he'! bfoen rockln,
'n' rolUnllllor mlln,. ,een,

On the WilY to Ib"she_ Junior
HI.h. t ,ttt th~ cttUrflll,fll to I.k
S."ha hil ",e. "l'm loin, tn M:
40,'· he 5111'... Ith I .hn'l. ""ce II
not tmportllnt. It'. bow you leel.
And 11 ... 1111<0 "m 18 .. hm , pl.y
roclI 'n' ",11."

HII aUmtltm IJ !OOn dn.n to
*hI othf"r tin heldln. soutb on
Se"llIfd H1chway, He IIYS Wnt.m
eln UI IlIvlll,b •• but eJ(1)I!'n!lve to
mllnu'" In the U.S.S.R. W.
discuss standard VI, .utomlltl~
tranlminion the prdtn standlrd'.
th~ Soll~t .,...d IImlt (wbloh
Suh. tend' tn lanorf') and.
consequently, tr~lflc COpl. Sash_
eoD(tUH he enn usually squlnn
out ola tlc-ket llr s:ert!'nadlnl the
C'01' with. StllS thm'" son•.

At the ..,hool. h~ I' loln~ by
two oUwr SoYlet mu.tdRI11 But In
en:ry elanroom. It Is Sash. "'ho
draws the most attention. He
d1strlbul8 om.1I bl.ok·.nrl· .. htt~
11.,.,1 .. 01 hi' b.nd, .1 ....
lutO(nptw ("From RUIIIIIII. with
love ... " or "Pence Ind rock ·n'
roU·· llrtMontime J)f!nnlt,) 'nd
paUenU, .n~.~" ttwo~hutf"nt~·
""ftllons,

They'~ ... ost Inl.rest.d In the
1I1 .. tyl. 01 Ru.,I.n kiM Ih~l, o.n
Ole- H... Ion, do tbey h,"~ 10 10
to Rhoal! Ho. murb bomellforlt
do they ho,,~ 10 dol 00 they 16 10hi". tdIool dances! Sa5M ,ive!
the U'Ilwen - 10 yetrs. about two
houn a MtCM. and oh, .ure - over
and ovtr h' dUferent e.lasses. He
tollo th .... 5ovl~t ohlld .. n '010
_I,lx d.y, 0 .. m .nd d"Uke
."rlal J1ebool untfnrml. And he
tellt th"", about hi! 12·yeltf·old

. !OD. ,
"Whel d .... h~ wont to be .. hen

he l(JOw' up 1" som.cne e,k,.

"I think h. jll~t \II:IInl" ,,.. ~f" :'I
«ood "lin,'· ~Uh:t say~.

But In.1I his InSWf"n:. Sash:"
tries to downplay th.~ dlfff'renrf"S
betwHn the Soyl~t Union "nd 'h"
Unite<! SI.t.,.

"'WhlRt 1"1'It IIkl" fo Ill'" In
Russi.'"

"Just IIk~ IIdn!! In /\r",.rlr-:'I,"h~,.,1I,
"What Is th" dlUere04"'I" h,.h'l·""n

your rock Ind our rock , ..
:'Only th,. htncu~l!P, ,. ~:t<::h:t

sa,l.
"'What do WI" have ,·nu t\'lo:h fhl'"

Soviet Unton hAd?" .
Sasha thinks _ mom"nt. '·Oh.

m"fbe th,. parkinI' s;.ostrom.·'
No "ne qufbhl.s wHh ,1=::'I<h:'l~

Clossy answeflllll. Even thf'
grown.ups :ne C':'Iul!ht ur In hi~
WArmth.

As th. Soviets IeI've the setH""'!.
,oun, ,bls stand In the om
doorwa,. scrumlnc .nd G.·.vin!!
IreeUnO 10 Sash •. LaC,1n1

pte"s. 'H PSQe F<J. ENVOY

U

J'

Since perestroika,
rock bands have
enjoyed a much
better situation ..
Some bands, like
Sasha's. have been
allowed to travel
extensively abroad.

UntU tb.rM ,.ean: alo. the Soviet
IM@rmD4!Ilt trown~ on rock '0'
ron. Beton perestroika. the Stll
Nomin Grw~ hod tn••led ODCe. to
West Germuay 00 a youtb ex~
eblD", All other Tequesta to tout
obroad hod b.... rejecte<!. "OD~
peftOD. the mi.rdster of culture.
said no 10 Stu NomiD 25 tim .. :'
Sollba .. yo.

But tine. perestroika. rock
Dada hay. enjoyed: a much better
s1luatlon. Not ooly do tb~ ho•••
CftOUfC'e center. the Stu NAJ"I1iD
MUlie Centel". but some bands. like
Sa.sha'i. bave bHD allowf!d. to tray·
l!l uteMtve'T abroad. The Stu
Nomin Grw~ hOI tound 'wloe
belore in the United Sutes. as
well u l.D Japan. tUrlca. Cuba.
Eute!"ll and Western Europe, Au!-
'nila ud CaDo ....

"Perntrotka lJ: the best thLnC."
Saaha says.

W. eartT this convenatioo 3S

rar u the botel lobby. It's time {or
ttl. mUlidlDl to experif'tX'e mush·
In. at the Tudor Tradl:. Sasn.. nu
told m. lbat ID Siberiu ImOle.
dol 'leddIDl ls still I <OftIlTIOQ
mod. 01 t..-<tatlon. tbouith It',
oalle<! ",oID. by do., ...

But et Ill. track. Sosh. dfCid~ •
""Id 'Ie<! rid' mJcbt nol b~'1It his

ENVOY: Soviet rock star is called upon to play the unofficial dipl,omat
I ~ 110m P_ F-' I
behind, I pen one &1rl wOo puts
her hand on her chest. debS and
sa" to me, "Obo be's fIDe"

0""" oUI,ld~. $asba 1I1b" •
d,lreUt. H.·s unoklnc Camet!.
whl~h he "" U'tI lomt'tlmel ava11-
.bl. 10 Ih. U.S.S.R. in hanl ""r·
reaCT Ihopt tor '1.$0, RUlltan dea·
rett... he sa,." sm.U 11k.
marijuana.
In the truck. Suha k~ oae

ear oa tbe radio. H. ~tzet
most artistt, and we corftJllare opin·
10M. We riOll't !tIP"" 00 ~bl.
GIbsen: be thinks sile :!OUftdJ: '"m.~
tun. Ilkl •• oman "ho bu ddl-
drm."

When. Paul Simon'. "Call Me
AI" eams on, Sub. mentioas thlt
be bu SeeD that "tideo ttapt!l ant
.vellable ID M_ "II you know
wbo collects these thlDcs". and
says be met Cbeory Chue a lew
yeen .co in Lot Anceles.

[ tolt. s._ back to his botel.
ID bls room. h. opeD' 0 bolIlabele<!
ID Russloa. "Thlo ,_ ').1"""'10

Souvenln:" be "11 The box I,
tull of choeolate eaJHliet. After ooe
sm.o.Ll bite, [ deet'" tb_ dloco-
latn ha.,.. the pot4!DtW for brine·
inc lbout world pnce.

I try to let Sosbo to .,."laia
bow 00. mI... a UvlD. SiDPDI\.
roclt 'D' "'U \D RUJOIa. It', a bit of
&II. elfort: he SM!IDIImo ... iDt.e!ftted
LD dbcuntnl moytes aDd: S'POns.
But I lind out thls mud!:

Sam.. workM .. a l"IIdJo f'nlli~
DNI' until 1~ •. about tbe time the
Stu NIIJft1DGroup woo • contest
aDd ,we. a•• rded a reeord1DC coo--
tnet wtth tbe stlt. ateDCT M'el~
d1a. F""" thea OD, b~ ..- bl,
Uvtq os • rod< • ..,.... ai\bO<llb I
..... Ulld.ntood oxoetly bow 'hot
<nrIted. H. said ha ~.- dllbt
ruble tor I I"IeOrd that IClIJd..... efIo
al miIIl~8. i

voc:ol ""Id.. ").Iy job I' '0 ,IDI. DOt'0 rid .... ha SO". 11'. \be only tim.
aU day t ne Suha SI.,. "no" to
anythlo ••

B.<k .t lb. botel. be pua<b ..
the remote CODtrol. snl'ddnc the
televi!ion channelJ tor. moyie. He
rHiJ off :I Ust ot IIlms he likes:
·'Bute.h Cauldy and the Sundance
KJd," "Godfather," "Once Upon.
Time to Am.rte ... · "Blues
Brothers'" "Tradinc Plaeel."
"Someone f"lew Under the Cuck-
oo" {w@U. you kooW' -:vhat he
mel.Ml. "Blade RUDDer" and. ob.
yes. ,.Rl!d Heat." nlrnol Arnold
Schwaneneller,

"He is a lood friend of ours.'"
Sasha s.,s. explaioiDC that
Scb .... ~meuer vtsUM. the Stu
Ntmio MUlic Ceatel' dunn, tbe
lUmID. 01 "Red HeaL"
Alter llDdlDl 00 movi~. Sosho

,wttc:b .. to ESPN •• h1c:b ls broad-
<II.IDI lIlud bolllni. Sosba 11'0"'"
.. be ~",ubts a true-It lun:h
tllnnJIb a d_ pit 01 .et earth.
"Whet ls tb. 1Il00000ai 01 th .. !" b.
uU. 1 c:u onl,. say that U's. very
100'1 qu... IOIL
w•• o.iIt about ,ports. H~ Ult8

bultotball - h. 'ow tb. NBA
c:hamplonsblps on tel ... hloQ in
Mo."".. ""oolden hlmsaif a Lait-
e.rJ Ian. aDd says b. spent the
previous even1D., ... teb1DC "b.,~
kelball .... teb oa televl.slon.

But b~ do ,.1 UDd.ntud lb~
delalls 01 buobo.ll. A1t~. I oxplaiD
the dU!eftDC1t betwem strikes and
balls. and the tact that after threre
strikn. th. baUer ts out. Sasha
seems to be catehJar on.

.. Aad dtar thrH balls. th.
piteber is out?·' h. aiU. See. Suba
is: not SO tame that b. c:an't come
up wltb a revolutionary Ideo,

Art~r swttc:bin« to CNN, he d_
It acaiD. We ani" watd:LlD. a sett:·
meat on automllth: -:V"t'01't betnc
baaned. 511b. Sl'''''' peoJJl.

shouldn't have suc:h weapoDS. and
[ try to e",,1a1D bo. d1ffi<Ult It ls
to t&Jr.e.WI,. somethlnl that pe0-
ple bave alWA,.! bad.
But bt b.u .. rudy auwer, "In

thla cue. the Jeovunment sbouJd
bu,. those cuns from tbe J)eOl'le,"
he <a,s.

[ finally uk Suh. everr Ameri-
CaD'S questloa: DOl' tbif Soviet
lovemmeat trust blm? Do lOy~
meat a.eDb rouow him. .. beD be
travel! abroad to make sure be
doem't. 'J.felL you know. delec:t!

Sasha doesn't hesitate. "You
have Sif4!llev.,.,.oa. io our eom'PI~
ny," be SlY'. "Where is this mIlD?"

I shnJl.
"t dOD't 711Dt to cbaDce my

motbltfiud.. aDd everyoa. DOW'S
It:' b... ys. And thot', the ead 01
that dlseuuiOlL IV. plolt up .. h~..
w. lelt oft with sports. mov-ies and
mu.le.

Alter d_. Sosho IIlHtS witll
tho ~rod_-1Of lor 'his
week's coneer1t. J.11 Yae.k.tn.
SUllo 11 lDaltiDC Maelttu·. lob
fairly ,lmple: IVbeD M.eIttllZ ults
..hoi retrosbm.., .. lb. b...... will
ne.d tn tb.tr dunine rooms.
Sullo lust sllni ...

"Maybe some beer?" Macktu
.. Ju.

"Veoh. _ l'I'ould be lood. Or
coffee. Or W'l.ter." Suba says.

0_ lb.... detolls Aft ,ettle<!.
Maelttaz ull. , ... Soviet bu'" to
tbe dB Musil! 'I..... Wltb boll •
doun rve.k stan trytnl out equip-
malt around me. I quit piayinl
Suba', sb.dow and JUlt enjoy th@
sound.

the ruitarlst for the other baad.
Roodo. pluelts ID ac:oustt< 011 lb.
?t'all aad pia" aD LDtriC:lte venioa
of ~he love them..lrom "UmbreUu
01 Cherbourl." ~inut.et later.
dntmmen trom the two buds
dilC"Ov~1"side--b1--i:lde drum kltl at
the top of the stairs and eomm~
.. coopentlve flft'-fonn rock riff
that luts seyera' m1nut.1!'S and
llt.v" aU oulooken cheertac·

Thea It's on '0 th~ Fly By NIlbt
dUb. The c::rowd is ,pane, but tb.
hous~ blDeI lJ frlmdly. OII~rtDl
tbifir otm instruments. they invite
the Soviets fa pta,. SUM lud.J
tn. Stu 1'Iamill Grwp thnNlb
"Bock In lb. U.S.S.R.:' IDd Rondo
rips throullh two oriliDal sonp ..
The lyrlC5 "'" lluslilD. but lb~
beat is drlviDC. dance.bte and uni·
versal,

Th. bID ... • lut stop I' ChIlkoot
OIarIl.',. They spead obout u
hour lI,teDiDl to th~ bond VenllO.
drtaklD, vodltl and 1Il.lllal
lri""ds bef.... [ bear Sollba teU
MlC.ktu that it" tim. to 10.

10 tbe <'&f. $asho ~, .. ea" Wack-
tu .Ith 0 life tb~ (.mous aOW'
P.uI M<:C.rtnev I1bum 'olel only
In tha U.S.5.R. Earlier ID lb.
.. ""IDI. M_ b.d told Sasbo
that the LP CI.III be sold for It leut
$200 ID AndIoro.~. '0 ..h1c:b Sosho
had respOnded_ "alT. fm a com-
Munist. Dot I cs-pitallst," So now,
ho !DIlst. \bot Maeltt .. oceept lb.
reeold. Free. A Itlt. No •• rlo ..
attached.. "1 feel sure It lS in the
richt handl with you:' Sashl .a~.

I ny lood~.,.e to Suba in the
hotel drive. He iavUes me to reo-
hursall. to .. ~rt, plUDed tor the
nut Dieht. and lives me .. Idu OD
tb. cheeJt. I drive home wondeme
wbether I spea.t 18 houn with ..
IIGulo. penOD or a weU-pJ'Ooo
1JUUDed. hillblY poll, be<! dlplo-
rDat. I CaIl't decide, AU I know b.
ttJ.ure .1. lun. ...:

Downultn. tbe Stu Namia
Grw~ IUltarIJIt ls oaloublDl his
ted1DJ.eal p"""KI OD au eif'C'trte
lulU., H. plays 0 loud fuzzy roc:k
solo. ~Ibl. em aD,. coatlDeDt.
and tbea .bfUl't!y _... leon
lnto sweet. meJocUe JUl. Upttaln.

IInbUIY
Ooty - "'I""'''
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-"-<:~:;ra.::e __ .. _ .. ';11I't C\JINlt

Valentin Fefelov, 13. hugs Soviet official Vyacheslav
Kobets after recaiving a black laquer box on Nikolaavak.

':'ncnoraoe Oilllv NfrWS,lJm LaY'v.as

Nina Trapeznikov of the Soviet Union's Sun Eskimo Dancers is welcomed
,~y Vera Kanisharo of Anchorage as the Soviets arrive In Anchorage.

By LARRY CAMPBELL
and STAN JONES
Oa'y News reparters .••r; • ; \'

Sam SalItin, wbo runs a comp~ ~
actually se1l.5 t.bUlts to ~ ..
telli.Dl the lUDC:b8:lD Cl'DWd,.ua.t •

obstacles to doing bwIme.-.JI»i!IctIII'
Strait: ..:.""'... ~.....~.•- ..~-' , .' ,.- .

• -'PcR)r"oommunicatioDi linJts. . ..tiw.,,:.
• No transportation to speak of. .... '.' '
• High tariffs OD Soviet exports-to-

United States,
• The ruble Im't worth anything outside

the ~at 'Un1oa. ' ',' "
• Both.areas be" the same thlnp toiilell' ,

- raw materials. " ;
"Neither produces much of tbe fiDisbad '

goods tbe other wants." Salkin. president of '
tbe. Alaska Commen:iaJ Company. said u be
fuusbed delivering his list to the audience of
Soviets and Americans at the Egan Con,
venti~n Center Wednesday, "A1aska~ oppor.
tumtres for trade witb the Soviet Union are
quite modest." •

Then be waved off bis own objections &tid
vaulted into the clear air of Soviet-mania .:
and .global-th in k that gripped normall,.
hardheaded businessmen, not to mentloa.
average citizens. in Anchorage last week.

"The true value 01 tbis trade ca=ot be"
entirely measured in dollars and rubies," be .;
declared. What really counted. be·said ...... ,;
the chance It might lead to bett .... rela~.~
between America and the Soviet Union. .'

"I think that you need contexts for talWlg ,
fantastic ideas and making tbem real and
that'~ what makes tbis week important,"
Salkin s... d " eoupie oi aays after his
chamber 01 commerce talk. "This meeting is
such a context. to ,

And so it wen: from the mommt on
Monday when an Aeroliot jet lett some 90

!MIun Klntrele at AnChorage shows some wallet photos to Nicolai Saphonov. drummer tor tne scvrer roc .. grouo Rondo. Please see Page A·e, GOOD 11111.



THE SoVIETS' VISIT

~aqe Oaay N4hfWS/t"',an OlJl'net

SMIla L_ of lJIe Stu Hamln band sIlowa Soviet dolla to Hanllllew Junior High students. VyacheslllV Kobetl lalka with Oaacon Paul Fe1elov about

GOOD TIME: Both sides learn much, say next visit will be smoother
I Continued from Page A·8

said Judith Crotty, a local banx employ ee.
"But I don't understand how we are gOLDg
to do international trade when :he :-Jole
isn't even in the forel~ exchange. ~'ll be
lnterested to find out."

BuainesmaD Brett Thomas would like to
sell tha Soviets on desk to? puolisning,
Dennis Acltley was just interested :...0. meet-
lnl a Soviet citizen. maybe even wangu.ng a
trip over there "to teach conversauonal
Enlilsb."

As the people waited in line. ::lan De
Nardo wandered among them. aanding out
iniormation about a Soviet concentration
camp on Wrenlell Island, nortb oi Sibena.
claimlnl it belonled to Alaska ana thaI the
U.S. wu scbeminl to give AlaSKa ;,acl< to
the Soviets.

'!'he businessmen didn't s.em to car •.
Other people bad to settle (or :.avIDg

telephone messages with the cnamcer's
operations hub at the Egan C.nter. :;'.r.
'Ren: two message boards. Doe for E::lIj:Jlsh
spea.l<ers. one for RusSlans.

Alex Epstein of the USA Today 1": show
wanted to tall< with Dixie B.lcher aoout the
rocl< 'n' roll concert. Kirk Smah was ;nva·
ins: any Russian rock musician to '·1 ;Jm
session at my pyranuQ" in the MatanUSK3
Vailey. And the Susitna Girl Scouts wanted
a Ruuian for lunch sometime.

Bob Willet just wanted them to go away.
Out in front of the Egan Center Tuesday
mlht. Willet, an unemployed forklift opera-
tor, wu marching up and down the sid ..
walk Wlth a sandwich sign. On his front
was. "Bush and the Bolsheviks. Blood
Brothers." On his back: "Ask the Mlhans if
they tnut the Soviets,"

Willet said l1e believed the CommWlists
still want to take over the world. and that
American leaders are in cahoots with the
them. He wanted the rest of his countrymen.
or at least those waikinl by the Egan
Center. to wake up.

"Better dead than Red is not just a phrase
to me." Willet said.

'!'hen an Egan Center security guard stuck
his head out the door and told Willet to
move across the street. He did.

'!'he culturai finaie was the music. ..1.1-
thoulh early ticket sales were dismal. plen·
ty of media coverage oi the Soviet· VIsit
during the w... k insured a sellout for Friday
evening's Russian folk concert. The Satur-
day rock concert. with two Soviet bands and
Amencan rocker Eddie Money, showed signs
at moderate financial success, too.

"These shows tumed out to be a cultural.
economic and artistic triumph," said always
optimistic Geor~e Lichter. owner of ~orth-
em Stage Productions and the concert pro·
ducer.

But that's how producers and business·

men talk. even ."hen ~agging problems
~hreaten disaster .
.ill wee it. events began late. schedules

c:::'anged houriy. ;tuss1an lnterereters were
:00 few and too rar between. 3v the end of
:::e week. orgamzers aCKnow[edged they
didn't l1ave things under control.

··!t's because about 99 eereenr of the
;:eople working on :his thing are volun-
:eers." said Tan. a chamber employee and
Soviet visit coordinator.

"We bel(an pianmng for ~he vis it in
:::..Io-January, so that gave us SIX ?{eeks."
7.ir7 said. "No one knew until two weeks
'eeiore they arrived how many SOVIetS there
·.,-ouid be. how many spoke English.

..And then. after we got into It. so many
,.de .vents popped up that we couldn't keep
:~ack. People .taking th.m h.r. and :here.
:"!!eding them dinner and showlng :hem
':ound. 11 just got out oi hana.

..And the language barn.r. Ev.n the
i:mplest thing, Uke settin~ up a bUSIness
",.eung. was difflcult."
A..,5 she talked. her volunteer In charge of

:~e tnterpreters delivered anotner c:1sis.
"(The interpreters, are very an~ry." Joan

~.tanuel said. "They thou~ht they ·".:ere get·
:::1I~:tickets 0 :omorrow mgnt's concert.
:-:.at's what they ~nderstood."

:'arr dropped :'1er :orenead. :0 her hand
and muttered. "OK. I'll take '::lre of it."

:,lanuel :eit and Tart tumea back to a

reporter. "Save we been overwhelmed!
Very tI1uc:l1 so."

Perhaps it was Anchorage photographer
~Y1'On ;wsenberg who came closest to suc-
cessfully =g the various currents flow·
ing ~hrou~ the week.

~osmoerc. no slouch as a promoter. has a
deal that calls for Ilim :0 ship 20 of his
photograpns to a museum 10 ~agadan WIth
the Soviets who leave ior nome on Monday.

The Sovtets, for their cart, 'NUl let him
into the country to spend several ."eeks
photograpning the people oi the Magadan
region. and :nay also purchase the pnnu
he's shiPPUlg :0 the museum.

"~y passport's in oraer and I'm gettmc
my shots tomorrow." Rosenberg said fri·
day. "~,Iypnnts wiil b. tn crates Monday
and on. the plane."

:;ot a tot oi money ·.vlil change hands
right away, ~ut Rosenoerg WIll have some
new snots to sell In nlS gallery and exbibit
at shows.

And some Amencans w111 see beautiful
pictures oi cOlortul. f:iendly looking SOVt.t
citizens. ;r;nich can't hurt ~iforts to smooth
reiatIons ·.vtth the Unltea States. .~ tidy
pacl<8~e, aJ1 tn all.

"',Vhat : :-:'lade was a cultural dea! in
addition ~o a business deal." Rosencerg
SaId. "I'm gOIng to mercnandise the SOVIet
Union."

S~viets offer differing views of perestroika
At I panel discussion last

week on changes in the Sovi-
et press. a self-described
"old journalistic wolf"
nlmed Vlsily Peskov leaned
forward in his chair and
seorched for Images to ex-
plain the restructuring
cIlled perestroika to the An-
chorage audience.
"It is as if you want a

complete renovation of your
house. but while you work
you must olso reside In It,"
he said through an interpe-
ter. In the interim. work
gets done. but the resid.nts
must expect to find "wind
blOWing around the new
windows: ... and some sand
on their teeth." he soid.

At 59, Peskov is a veteran
of journalism practiced un·
der many regimes in the
U.S.S.R. An avuncular fig·
ure who works for 8n enor·
mou!ly popular youth news~
paper. he says he must
strive "always to work Ilke
I was 25." After a ca,..,r at
the keyboard as a reporter
and author of more than a
dozen books, his impressions
of Soviet life are grounded
in seasoned observations.

So, too, are the somewhat
contrary impressions of Yurl
Ustlmenko, the seDlor TASS
correspondent who shared
the University of Alaska

("The Gulal Archipelego")
that thick," The dissident
aUlhor's unwillingness to
address contemporary
changes In the U.5.5. R. also
came under Ustlmenko's
cool disdain.

Panelists like Soviet so-
cial activist Gennady Alfer-
enko praised the Soviet
press as "the first to be
awakened '" for the fint
time we have the freedom to
say what we think, and we
have the press to lhank for
It."

Ustlmenko's .. sessment
of Soviet public reaction to
the media was natter: "We
just give them the facts and
filUres, and perhaps they
wlll learn to trust us later."

Indeed. the most educa-
tional experience at the
evenlnl probably was the
opportunity to watch the Sa-
viet panelists dlsa~,..,. Far
from representing a mono-
lIthlc "Soviet bloc" as we
have been conditioned to ex·
pect. this collect ton of a
haif-dozen Soviets displayed
considerable diversity, ond
more than a llttle dlsalree-
ment.

Ustlmenko. translating
for Alferenko, paused once
to offer an aside the audl-
enee: "And if you do not
follow the 101lc of that. 1
must tell you, neither do I."

Writer Aleksel Bukalov.
watchlnl the edltorlallzinl.
smiled and shook his finger
at Ustimenko.

All agreed that belnl al-
lowed to cover controversial
subjects has made the Soviet
press far more appeaJlnl to
Soviet readers. Many fami-
lies read five or six different
papers. all delivered by
post, and the strain Is result·
Ing mall deleys.

VoIce of America radio
.broadcasts have diminished
In popularity as domestic
press reports get better.
Reader demand for the new.
Improved newspapers reo
eently forced the lovern-
ment to revene a newsprint
ratlonlng scheme.
It Is a scenario an Amerl·

can journalist only can ap·
plaud - and It seems to be a
fact that Moscow readers
have quickly come to oppre-
ciate.

"There Is a current sayinl
that is sweeping Moscow,"
Peskov told the audience.
"We say, "This may not be
that much fun to live
throulh, but It Is interesting
to reId about.'''

o HOW8ftI We.............
editor of lIM A-.ae Dilly-

howard
weaver

I

Anchorage stoge with Pes·
kov ond other Soviet and
western colleagues.

Like P.skov. his experi.
ence runs d... p. He works at
the senior levels at TASS,
havln~ served around lhe
globe and now manning the
department's "American
desk" in Moscow,

Thet experience has' lett
Ustlmenko more skeptical
then some colleagues about
the current wave of open·
ness and reform. He was less
willing to join in wholesale
criticism of the past, less
hasty In embracing reforms
os unifonnly beneficial.
When several colleagues

praised exiled Russian au·
thor Aleksandr Solzhenilsyn
as "a wedge that helped
open per6troika, to Ustime'l.
ko told the audience "I could
never get through a book
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Folktest: Building b idges through song
By CA11IERINE STADEM
nm- Arts EdItor
It was a love fest. It was a

happening. It was a peace rally.
It was the '008 all over again -
but this time with a Russian ac- .
cent.

Friday night's Glasnost Folk-
fest at the Alaska Center for the
Performing Arts definitely was
the social event of the season.

-The 2,07O-seat Atwood Concert
Hall was jammed. People large
.and small, Soviet and Alaskan,
Yupik and Siberian Eskimo,
decked out in furs and jewels and
jeans and cowboy boots, sat side
by side, friend-to-friend, as they
say in Russian, droog;moogoo.

Review

The message, perhaps best
delivered by Dmitri Pokrovsky,
leader of the Pokrovsky Singers
·from the U.S.S.R., was: "People
would undersand each other bet-
ter if they would sing together.
more often."

And sing they did. While the
brilliantly-costumed Pokrovsky
Singers sang ancient Russian
folk songs, they encouraged the
audience to join in with hoots and
howls.
. It was an evening for joining

.together. When internationally
known Yupik storyteller Chuna
Mcintyre, from Eek, gave a sa-
lute to peace, he told the theater-
goers to "join your hands and
your minds across to our friends
in the Soviet Union." They did.

" TIle 2~·hour show opened
~th Eskimo dancing by the col-
orful Novo Chaplinotroupe, who'
were later joined on stage by
their Siberian relatives. Although
taking photographs inside a thea-
ter during performance is usu-
ally forbidden, the foreign and
local press snapped away with
cameras - eventually causing
flashbulbs to pop throughout the
hall as anyone with an instamatic
recorded the event for posterity.

Times photo by AL GRILLO

Folkfest activities included a traditional Eskimo blanket toss.

The Novo Chaplinos sang
"welcome sun," symbolically
signifying the paning of political
clouds that have prevented the
indigenous northern peoples
from being united.

The evening's honored guest
was Dixie Belcher. a Juneau res-
ident who founded Camai, which
means peace in Yupik. It has
been through her efforts that the

ice curtain is finally parting.
The Chevak Dancers, directed

by Josh Weiser, performed an
energetic and often funny friend-
ship dance. One of the lead dan-
cers, clad in traditional parka,
said the ancient greeting words,
"Welcome to our great meeting
house - I hope your trip by dog
sled was a good one."

Their number included a blan-

ket toss, called sending Someone
.to the Moon. "This is how we
went to the moon in the old
days," said commentator
McIntyre, "by sealskin." .

Anchorage was represented
by the Martin Luther King Choir,
a chorus of about 100 voices,
whose members are black, white
and Asian. They were led by
guest conductor Dorothy Grant,
a gospel choir director from De-
troit.

Sharon Osborne, the lead
singer with the Paul Winte~ Con-
sort for eight years, joined the
MLK choir. Her voice - a rich
mixture of soft jazz with revival
undertones - soared to the hall's
Aurora Borealis acoustic ceiling
and engulfed many in the crowd
with emotion.

The l2O-member 'Anchorage
Children's Choir, dressed in red,
white and black uniforms, filed
on the by-then crowded stage
and stole everyone's heart with
their rendition of the interna-
tional favorite, "May There Al-
ways Be Sunshine." The chil-
dren, ranging in ages from 5 to
15, sang a stanza in Russian,
vsigda budiet solnse, that
brought tears to the eyes of
many.

The concert closed with a
sample of Russian rock by the
group Stas Namin. Lead singer
Sasha, a tall blonde with a voice
somewhere between early Neil
Diamond and Bruce Springsteen,
screamed into the microphone -
in excellent English and Russian
- "I LOVE ROCK 'N' ROLL."
Eventually, those in the audience
who knew Russian (and who love
rock 'n' roll) joined in with "Ya
Lyublyu Toyllea Rock and Ron."

When it was all over, it was
clear something important was
beginning. Dixie Belcher spoke
into the microphone, "Welcome
to a new era."

Catherine Stadem is a 1985
Fellow of the National Critics In-
stitute.



Soviet rock banciiRondo opened the Superpower boneert.

U.S.-Soviet folkfesf
successfully unites'
a variety of styles
By ALAN SCHMITZ
Daily News music reviewer

Friday night's "Glasnost Folkfest;~'
commemorating peace and the Sovt-
et!American reunion across the Bering
Strait, was a complete D~ TIT.'\' . :

success. The sold-out .l'r.J VmW:
concert had the atmo- .
sphere of religious 'intensity as the-
people of, two politically opposite na-
tions celebrated by coming together

,through music and dance.
The "folkfest" title might have been

a-Httle limiting since the program con-
sisted of much more: A great- deal was
said, in both Russian and English, t9
and about the people who made this
event possible, including concert coordi-
nator Dixie Belcher.

, Participants and performance styleS
, ranged from outstanding Eskimo dances
by Soviet and Alaska natives to the
rock 'n' roll sounds of the Soviet Stas

.f Please see Page G-6, FOud:E~T

FOLKFEST:
I Continued from Page G-1 I
Namin group. In between,
the audience was delighted
by the Pokrovsky Singers,
the Martin Luther King An-
chorage Community Choir
and the Anchorage Chil-
dren's Choir.
. At the end, all the groups
got together for a big finale.
There were so many per-
formers that they took up
every inch of the Alaska
Center for the Performing
Arts' Atwood Concert Hall
stage. By then, the strong
feelings of camaraderie were

·intense as everyone on stage
and in the audience held
hands and sang Harry Bela-
fonte's "Peace on Earth."

Highlights included the
Pokrovsky Singers, a mag-
nificent Russian folk singing
and dancing troupe from the
Soviet Union. Originally
part of the musical under-
ground, the award-winning,
14-member ensemble,
dressed in beautiful tradi-
tional garb - including
long, colorful dresses for the
women and sashes and black
boots for the men - knock-
ed 'em dead with their ener-
" and. enthusiasm. •. _.................1I1l1
'Chuna McIntyre, ' re- .-

nowned Yup'ik dancer and
singer, along with two assis-
tants, gave an outstanding , j,
"Dance of Peace" honoring
the Soviet-American event. 1
He was followed by the sev- .~,
en-member Chevak Dancers, .,
who presented an equally ,I
exciting audience-participa- .1
tory "One People Friend-
ship" dance. They concluded •
their contribution with an

Crowd rocks and rolls
The big surprise, and cer-

tainly a treat to all, was the
unprogrammed but great'
performance by Soviet rock I
group Stas Namin. They
opened with a ballad-like
number sung in Russian. A
"Song' about Rock and
Roll," also in Russian,
sounded similar to' Chuck
Berry. Their closing pi
was best of all: the Beatles'
"Back in the U.S.S.R.,'·
sung in English.

Some may have' little
faith in the quality of Soviet
rock 'n' roll, but this group'
is good. We have had an
opportunity to hear some of
what is happening over
there, and it looks like
things are loosening up for
Soviets and Americans
alike.

The 'folldest' title
might have been a
little limiting since
the program
. consisted of much
more..

entertaining blanket toss.
~ Tlie':·Martin Luther King
Choirf:dirlj!cted by gospel
singer-artist Dorothy Grant,
got the place jumping with
goose..bump-raising rendi-
tions of "Ride on King Je-
sus" and "I Got a Robe."
Susan. Osborne brought her
marvelous voice to emotion-
al versions of "Sound Over
All Waters" and "People to
People. We're Takin' Down
the Wall."

Next were clear perfor-
mances ot: "May There Al-
ways Be Sunshine," sung in

. English and Russian, and
"That's When We'll be Free"
by Janet.. Stotts' Anchorage

dren's. Choir.

o Anchorage composer Alan-
Schmitz, who has a Ph.D. In
music from Rutgers University.
Is chairman of the Humanlti ....
Arts and Communications De-
partment at AI.ska Pacific UnI-
versity. -,- ,-'



-~~---_.
""

The Anchorage Times Thursday, February 23, 1989

Don't get stranded in the 'Burbs

..,~.

Weekly entertainment magazine.,,/~· .":-~..:.:-.........
PAGE 9

-Money talks Born in the U.S.S.R.

PAGES

- Poker face
Eagle River carnival
boasts cards and more

PAGE 11

PAGE 2
T1 .................... ORILLO
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Diplomacy through mu~ic
Stas Namin, the 'Soviet Beatles.' plays U.s.S.R.-style rock for Anch()rJgf~

By BEAU BRENDLE.
Time FOO8 Wriler

Soviet radio and TV
weren't allowed 10 lalk
ahool the "Soviet
Beatles" for 10 years.

Stas Namin, now a household
name in the Soviet Union, had
to ~ell records underground.

Now, Ihnu~h, Namin and hi~
group are sanctioned as a So-
vu-t Part v - with a big P -
hand His rllck roots are Arneri-
(:IIl. rlta\ ..mg fin lhp (f'rtilr-
"lIl~lr :::f'''I1~(d rhp hf~.

r ir h -er th~ Saturday Sueer-
nt1 er 110c" " Poll o:hoV'W.ot the Sut-
II'/on "'t"'!tl't. ore S21.S'J-IlI.SO. avoil
.,t)I~ .,t 'h~ o,~no and Cons \Io,..s.
ri{~.l DJ'':~< '1., "'01 include cuuet
f"e<.

:-Iamin came from a well-to-
do. poiiticaily important tamuv
His lamndfather was a Rus~ian
polittcian, Anastas lvanovich
Mikovan - a deputy premier
under Khruschev and chair of
rltl' Supreme Soviet rOT a vear.
Slit" Narmn is a sraae name.

anti i...in p.arl a dedication tn his
mom meanma "Here,
vtother." He took it when he
started up a hand as a student
al Ihe nresngious tusutute of
F'Jr('U!l1 t.aneuaaes. a sctwoj
fill fh,· polirwall\- contlPcfPd ill
".lrl<"/I'·.\.

I h.. '<11001 ·.\a~ c;egregall"d
__ ..!a ..• IHI ,h" ",·c:.r of rhp ho\,,,
1I1r1,~d ,,, tlf" uuerpreters, ~,ild

"11' glrl"i siudred to be fureign
langualae leachers.

Nadejda Phillips, who lives
in Anchorage and leaches Rus-
sian at the UAA and FOri Rich-
ardson, was a young studerll at
the language academy. She
crossed over to the boys' side of
the gym to hang out with the
Ihen 18-year-old llucI4ing
roc ker. II was J965.

"He had obsession with rock
music," she said. "We wouJd go
over (to his campus aperlmenl)
and he would be jumping on one
foot," (she imitates the Chuck
Berry hop), and would play any
piece you asked."

Stas' first band, The Flow-
ers. was allowed to play for
school dances, and cut a vinyl
copy of "Sleep, There Are Only
Six Hours in the Night During
July" thai sold underground.
"'t was an instant hit," Phillips
said.

"It was to be sung by a man
to his girlfriend as she slepl,"
she explained: "When you
wake up, it will be beeuliful/l'lI
catch the moon so the light
won't disturb you."

"Stas was very quiet and r0-
mantic - even durtns those
days," she said. Bul his politcal
family ties encroeched on his
... J-a.. I.r-. __ ..a..-.... •• '''_#IoU.

Rot kin~ Soviet style: Slas N;,min'~ ronls Me Americ;,n, <.Jr.l\vi,,~ "" th(' f!'rtile musil 'lene of 1Ill' 1,0,

lips said. "It shadowed him,"
Another member of The

Flowers went on, in a strange
SOrl of way, to ,become Stas
Namin in the minds of millions.
"It's one of the miracles of our
band." said Stas Namin Group
lead singer sasha in an inter-
view al the Clarion Hotel Wed-
nesday. "Stas Namin is a pro-
ducer. But millions of people in
Russia think Iam him."

The tall, slender sasha. who
look.~ like Bill Wyman with
bleached-blond hair-and speaks
lair English in an unassuming
baritone, ha~ led the band in
gigs with Jackson Browne.
Peter Gabriel and Utile Ste-
ven, among others. You can
hear the strong traditions of
Russian folk melodies in their
hard-rock tinll:ed sonRS.

Gorbachev, GlaSnost and
Perestroika - three words
we've heard a lot late Iv -
haven't had much influence on
Ihe band. sasha said. "For us,
as far as being able to sing what
we want. lhings have stayed the
same."

wood in the forest," he sa id
"like a statue. People pray to ii,
make gifts to it, it takes on irs
own life.

"We think about Stalin, when
we sing about this. so if you
think that is political..."

But, under the surface, the
group is still not well·received
by the state, Sasha said. "They
don't like Ihis kind of music.
They never have. They have
tried to kill it. They write about
my jeans, about my hair, about
my shoes. They.know nothing
about the feelings ot this
music."

In Russia, Sasha said, "we
need to have more true anicles
about our life and music. It
doesn't mailer what we wear."

Stas Namin himsl:lf, mE'an-
while, has become a kind of So-
viet rock godfather. He's cut·
ting deal~ with American bands
like Bon Jovi. He's hobnobbing
with the politically connected.
and sponsoring olher Soviet
rock groups throu!!h his Slas
Namin Music Cenlre in Mos·
cow, the first Soviet Indepen·
dent ~how business corporation.
n~'~ '"',no tn rnrp'p fip" nnrl

The group sings a controver-
sial son!! or twn. like "'dol."

A rendezvous with Rondo
By BEAU BRENDLER~F __

T
o be the lead sIDler In a rock 'n' roll band. in this country.
anywaY. you've go! to bave the swagger. The look. The
hair. A1eDDdr Ivanov, 27-year~ld lead singer of the mU·
lion-album sellln8 Soviet pop group Rondo, has the hair

only. and not an 0UDCe of pretension.
settling Into a couch In a Clarion Hotel room Wednesday, Iva-

nov spoke haltingly, and was embarrassed about his English
skJIIs.

He made frequent trips out of the room - a sort of hlgh-se<:I)o
rity lobby In the mJdst of a whole floor of Soviet musicians. jour·
nalists and dignitaries - to !!et albums and photos of himself
and his bend.

The rislng Soviet scars met in music school, have been 10-
gether about five years, and are all about Ivanov's age. In per.
son, they're not coiffed or painted, but wide-eyed, wann and full
of wonder. Tbetr album covern show thl'y can wear war paint
and mousse with the best, though.

During the helgbt of Soviet-mania in Ihis country two years
ago. when it seemed we were seein!! more Russian TV than
American, Rondo appeared briefly via satellite from Moscow
and counesy of the Phil Donahue show.

ThIs Is their first trip outside th!> U.5.S.R .. and they're ex-
cited. .

"Amertcau people. R~tan people. Face-to·face. This is
good," Ivanov said. "Two days ago, we were at school. Ameri-can children taIJr. to us. American children very beautiful." Alelt,
set KholdIIoY. Rondo's lead guitarist, sat down next to Ival1O¥
and nodded agreement.

See Rondo. pRIeS
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Strings pulled;
Soviet goods
go on display
Alaskans may get a chance
to shop at trade show today

WELCOME TO ALASKA, MR. PRESIDENT

By LARAY CAMPBELL
o..ty"'-t,~

PoUtidan, and local bu.si.
neU.DJM puJled some Amen-
.CLIlatrin'5 10 ""...,1 Soviet
ful'S. dolli, lutber jacllets
and haU, boots. hne" and.
101:1 of pot,lC.nb 1rom 1M
U.5 CwtOQlJ S.rviC'e. and
the loo4J (uuillly went on
display at l~ Soviet trade
lboa' WWtldil)' "'temoon.

ADd. todly. maybe:, pee-
ple will even be abJe to buy
lOme alit

'nIe lht"ft tons of mer-
c:ha.cdise were brol.l,ltlt b)"
W. ... dan OUSlD6, dele,ates.
SOlD!' 01 !.be if Sav,,,,,, ...Hl.

WtU They '-ant to peddle
as m1Jcll of i.t as; th.,. can to
Alaskans.

BUt tbe "'bole shipment
wa. beld up by • slilt
.~.OOO lartH IolnHllltll Tun-
ct., Qi&bt, ~!DI to Oave
CaNxto. project dlR!etor tOT
lb. Aluu Sutt Cbamb4tr of
Cotnlne~'1 SiberiUl Gate-
WI., project. PolitkaJ iDflu.
e:nc:e aDd practical eon,ld,r.
IUon ·solved thai problem
lat. Tl.Iftda}' JUlnt.

Tb. ta.rlfl dilcmma d....
laYG lIu! (l~ of the
trad, sb01r.· for eo lDlQU11S
WeclDHd.ay afttrnoon, Itlv.

I:)ooaen..
<
en
;:+o...,
CIl

"0
C
.-+

Preslri~1l1 Rus'; elltoys applause I'll Elmendorf Air fou;f' B.1';!! llrfl Onll Youllg lind Gov Sieve Cowper l'IC ~I dgld, \

TfJousands turn out to greet Bush
Soviet views of president's visitI ~~;~gathe!rin~'a; Ha~gar One

• UCUAI CITY: The American
delagatJon bound tor Tort-o .. td
!he .mperof. fUM'" w11l I\od •
ClCylnlaecUflrycClCoon A..

j ..J HA,TA!.'U DAVYOOYA
Motoow ~ COI'rll:'lpOnClanl

On, of Ihe Ihln .. we RUQian. can't help but
admire when we meet AmerlcIIlI is the wly Ihty
mlk, very Infonntll Ind friendly happenln" oul
o' whll we Ulf'd 10 con.ld", ratMr dull Ind
"oUklll" meeUna"

Allhou,h the meellnl wtlh thr.ltoader of a ,late

:~ 't'~I:1 ti::: ~n~~ :; ::riy~W~I~:~~'=
tndltlon to IUP"'~" ollr feellnp U DIMOnty n

"" ... _ 8acIr PaQe. WARMTH

A word for grassroots diplomacy
8~ ALEKSEJ BUKALOY
PoloIaI obMrvor, New hMS. Mo!rnw

Just cmre have 1 'f't"11 IlIh IN'nullful Air .'''I'n'
.. lallI!, Air FIIl'f'e One, It WP~ IlIlol J\Il~f', 1111f IIlIl the
visit of Prf'!lhtenl HfOlIll:an \0 MOliOI"QW AlUI !I~h,y, 1
., .. lor the flnilime HII.' Ill'" U S IUl"):ld.· .. I, lind
obtf!'rvltd his IU,.. mannu of lip"Ilkllll allli mov,
In,. I appr«lalt'd hi. bUnlOr And (lfllt"l"Y IHi.
t wouldn't like 10 comp;lre our nml AIllt'ricrm

way. of J:reetln, • nallonal II!1lclfol, b«':.uw il'. I
quet:tlon or dlrfertnl ,,,dillon. I'll SIIYonly IhJllt

fIN,,. Me 81d1 PliO'!.luuoae;



BUSH: President gets a warm welcome at his Anchorage stopoverBRIDGE:
Soviet view
I ContinUed from Page A-I

I was very impressed by the
C1'<lwdthat met in the han-
gar. in this early morning.
Thousands of people came
Ilen. many- of them with
their children. not only to
greet the president. but also
to demonstrate leelings 01
unity and patriotism. and
pride lor their state and
their wonderful land.

01 course. I didn't expect
to hear. in this short presi·
dential speech. detailed
analyslS of the present situa-
tion and perspectives 01
Amencan-Soviet relations. I
!mew that George Bush was
going to Japan. China and
South Korea. and he had to
speak. :Im of all. about
rtwe.*- ~ ~"V"--......

these countries.
But still. in my heart. I

hope that the president -.vill
Still remember about anoth-.
er great Pacific power. and I
that lW aides will talk to,
him about the unprecetlent· I
ed :light of the Aerotlot I
plane across the Bering \
Strait - that on this plane.
a hundred Soviet people ar-
rived Ilere :rom Magadan
and Chukotka. irom Moscow
and other cities. There are
businessmen and JOUrnalists.
musicians and school chil-
dren. and together with
their American colleagues
and Ilosts, tbey are building
a bridge through tile arctic
ice, a bridge at lriendship
and cooperation.

But peoples' diplomacy is
one tiling; state diplomacy is
anotller. Of course. tile presi-
dent is still examining Presi-
dent Reagan's very good her·
itage in the field of relations
between America and the
Soviet Unlon. He is also
examining, I suppose. our
behavior in the international
area, and reports about our
domestic affairs. Let us not
push him. We Ilave a Rus-
sian proverb tllat Moscow
wasn't built in a day.

So now the president has
flnisb.ed !lis speech. and. in
tbe acclamation of the peo-
ple, has left tbe hangar. The
lestlvitles are over, But our
lestlvities are continuing.
the lestivities of our direct
contacts with Americans -
the very important festivi·
ties of explonng our two
peoples.

oUled as a melting of tbe
..:ce curtain. 10

The President and tbe
First Lady were traveling to
Tokyo to attend tbe funerai
of Emperor Hlrohito. They
also plan to visit China and
Soutb Korea. Secretary of
State James Baker. Sen.
Alan Cranston. D-Calif, and
Sen. Frank Murkowski, R-
Alaska. accompanied them.

The WhIte House press
corps arrived balt an hour
earlier on a chanered Pan
.~ airplane and many of
tbe Washington reporters
spent tbe time on the ground
sending stories to their news
organizations.

The appearance came as
~~~I!!!l!!!!!!!.._ ~~eled ~road for'l tile

routine retueiing stops at
Elmendorf gave former Pres-
ident Ronald Reagan the op-
90rtunity to speak to a simi-
lar' crowd in 983 and to
sleep through a visit to Alas-
ka: in 1986.

"Elmendorf has long
served as tbe departure
point tor presidents en route
to the Far East and I want it
to serve as the arrival point
for a president to come Ilsh-
ing in this great land." Bush
said.

Mayor Tom Fink met the
party at tbe airplane and
escorted tbem to Hangar
One. which was spruced up
for the occasion. Crews had
applied lresh paint. built a
stage and press platform and
hung welcome bannen. One
of them read "Alaska is
Bush Country."

Spectators. wb.o acquired
free tickets to tbe appear-
ance. began arriving at i
a.m. At 7:30. cars stretched
from tile Government Hill
base gate nearly to the A
Street bridge and long lines

- 'c~:· ...::.e .•n"'" ,1ltWS/r-ran uurner
President and Mrs. Busll leave Air Force One at Elmendorf.

ContlnUed from Page A-l of people waited in the sog-
gy snow ~or admittance to
tbe hangar, Eskimo dancers
and gospel and children's
chotrs enrertatned them
from 8 to 9:30 a.m, ~early
half of tile audience wore
tbe green camOUflage fa-
tigues of U.S. soldiers and
airmen.

The Bushes were joined
on stage by Baker, :.lurkow-
ski. Fink, Congressman Don
Young, Governor Steve
Cowper. top military otfl-
cials and Eskimo dancers
from CheVak.

Young, who introduced
Busb as "a great lriend of
mine." called the coue e
"~Y1r. Presrdent and :,trs.
President."

In his openUlll remarks,
Bush referred to the :arge.
-~ mat 1!M!e<Sl1I5 arrival.

"M I was gattln, ott the
airplane r wu thinking of
tbe inaugural address 01
President ... WUliam Henry
Harrison." Bush said. "He
spoke 3'IJ hours. caught
pneumonla and died some 30
days later. I will be brief."

The president got an en.
tbusiastic round of applause.
when b.e endorsed openln
the arctic retuge to oil devel
opment.
"r am convinced tbat au

natural resources can be d
ve10ped witbout spoiling ou
environment," Ile said. .•
!mow that we can and mus
develop our energy resourt:e 'spaa~; ,0 sdn~
lor the sake of economi 'IUd q~'"r ptIV lUoIq'"g
development and natlonlllJalnaq Pros 're 'lP,"tlSJaN _ ..
security. There is too muclll:l n:lll sno!llqa: aaAe"".pcnq
dependence on foreign oil. a p,lBilq lfJB'(q nn; B p_ode
it is." 'N l'"JnIX PTVs ,,'s,"All sno!=lftlO:)

He added that b.e COui,·""B a:o:oq aA,a"" 'tr.lAa atO "".
not support developme.,lS JTVpnr aq, ;0 '~o '"ttL
"that lailed to provide ad. ,·tan s,UTIBlS ~tqS.
quate safeguards lor lad! saTPnu 'l,,""'"r ,0 100~ ~
and wildlife." n, 'f~jWr1aent shouted. . '. __ •
Bush called Aluka tbe ":-fice to see you," be an-

"American gat ...... y to Asia" swered.

and said that he aims to
"strengthen key relation-
ships" With leaders in the
Asian nations during the
next week.

"We are a Pacific power
and this visit '''Ill demon-
strate tbat we intend to stay
a Pacific power."

The president aiso tbank-
ed the airmen and soldiers
of Elmendorf and Fort Rich-
ardson. Each mention of tbe
military brOUght cheers
from the crowd.

"Make no mistake about
tile lmportance at your
task." he said. '. Alaska's
5trate~lC pOSition. at the
point ·"here the :ar East,
~~e Western Hemisphere and
the Aretic meet, is proof
enouch that the missions
'lOU oerfonn nerflll ~ ,ti.t.aJ,.
to our national security."

Ouuide Hangar On.. a
group of soldiers sald the
speech oy tbeir commander
in chief made them feel good
and Will belp improve the
morale of service men and
women stationed in Alaska.
"I think he lifted Aluka.

in general." sald Spec. Doug-
l"·v~"~'Ad.i¥Q? is stati~ed--.....,......

neM UUJag 18'
lneap O~S~Uloct
aOUapIAa 4SaJ:I

WARMTH: Soviet journalist likes the informality in presidential visit
ConunU90 from Page A·' fanned and :or the arriving

president.
:\.nd :::'e snow that was

preparea :ooKed :-eaily
great. r :eit :he pleasure oi
the audience as they
watched the Eskimo blanket
tOSS and ::"e ~ospe! cholr
was excellent. In fact it was
more like a oi~ family party
~han an eari::·mornlnq gath-
enn~ to meet a leader ot the
COUntrl. ",re -:aw oJ. soldier
woo ttept ::1s tittle boy in
one alT:'lana a oat tIe of milk
in the o:her :tand. I don t
thinK :~,ur .lrr:1Y ~hat
WOULd oe oosslble.

~e ~I)VeMOr vi ,-\laska

Amencans do. And this is a
pity.

",ough the largest group
ot .-\laskans admitted :0
President Bush's seeecn had
to spend much time. firstlY.
to get the tickets and then to
enter the building, because
oi a large queue. they oa-
tiently waited in a crowcied
hall :'or the president to
come and they c::dn't seem
to be 'ncomioitable. ~~
looked as It everyoody tried
:0 do their best to .:ihow
their love and resoect for the
:emarKable citizens who per-

CJ A..... Bulcalov I. a Sov,e,
jOllm.II." vi.IUng Anollor.g.
and c_ tlle p.-en,·s
.. ~ fot til. Ancllorag.
08lly H-.

~

~
=~,.. ""....£::
and the congressman for tbe
state addressed tbe people in
a very naturai and expres-
sive way and their words.
i"m sure. couid be under-
stood even to the deaf. But.
:levertheless. I saw a "trans.
:ator" on the stage wb.o tried
".:0 accommodate tbe
speecbes. especially to the
deaf. Such care is reaily

touclling. In tbe USSR we
have only one TV news pro-
gram which is "translated to
tbe deaf." And even this
program we started to trans-
late only a couple of years
ago.
I liked how Congressman

Young said some words
about his wedding anniver-
sary and bow he joked about
it. We have no OpportUDlty.
yet. to know about the fami-
ly matters of our leaders.
Sometunes such words can
make the leader closer to the
people. It can malte them
feel that he is quite the same
as tbey are. I also think such

remarJu can help put special
emphulS on the famliy. The
rise in divorces Is a problem
in your COuntry as in oun.

And ODe more thing that
impressed me wu that we
joWl1allsu trom tbe USSR
had no problems w,th ad-
rnisJion to an American AIr
Foree base. In itself, this Is a
good sign.

C HlIl8Iya O~ Ie • SeMel
loumall., vlaliing Anello....-
.nd covwed llIe p.....- .•
.tGPO"' tor til. Anc:Ilor1Ige
Oally H ....

,
,..



By DANIEL R. SADDLER
TImes Writer

Anchorage welcomed a plane-
load of visitors from the Soviet
Union on Monday as neighbors
reunited after a not-so-long ab-
sence.

Many of the Soviet officials
who arrived on an Aeroflot tri-jet
from Magadan at 1:15 p.m. at
Anchorage International Airport
have in the last eight months
either Visited Anchorage, or
hosted Alaska visitors, as part of
the warming relations between
the two regions.

Gov. Steve Cowper and
Vyacheslav Kobets, governor of
the Magadan territory, greeted
each other with bearhugs, and

wper called Kobets a "good
sonal friend."
"I'm proud to say that today

Alaska is a leader in re-establish-
ing the strong ties that once ex-
isted between the United States
and the Soviet Union," Cowper
said.

The welcome began a week of
activities including negotiations
over agreements to allow Alaska
Eskimos to cross the Bering
Strait to visit relatives; seminars
on U.S.-Soviet trade, including
exhibitions of Magadan pro-
ducts; folk and rock music con-
certs; private business meet-
ings; school visits; and numer-
ous private meetings, tours and
other activities.

Soviet and Alaska officials
have exchanged several visits
over the last eight months, in
what has been called a "thawing
of the ice curtain." These have
included the June 1988 Friend-
ship Flight from Nome to Provi-
deniya; a September 1988 visit to
Anchorage by Magadan official,

a trade mission in November
InAlaska to Magadan.
But the size and diversity of

this Soviet delegation, the largest
yet to visit Alaska, has astounded
even those closest to the effort.

See Welcome, page A-8 Anchorage resident Mary Lake, left, talks with her Soviet boarder, Antonina Verbitskaya Monday

Alaska
opens
Its arms
Cowper welcomes
Soviet delegation





Nations
•unite

•In song
/
Peace is king
at glasnost fest
By DONALDMUNRO
TImes Focus Editor

Richard Sonoda doesn't even
like rock 'n' roll music all that
much. But when he stepped into
the spotlight Friday night to look
into a sea of wide-eyed faces
brimming over with the spirit of
glasnost, he found himself shar-
ing the stage with one of the S0-
viet Union's most famous rock
stars.

Sasha, lead singer of the rock
group Stas Namin, joined Sonoda
in a vocal duet to cap an emo-
tional .Glasnost Folkfest in the

I
Atwood Concert Hall of the
Alaska Center for the Perform-
ingArts.

[
"Peace on Earth," Sonoda
sang to the crowd. "We'll stand
together, peace on Earth."
I Sasha took up the microphone
Ito add in Russian, "Mir na zemle,
jmir na zemle." The crowd
\roared. .

~

Sonoda, a 17-year~ld student
at Steller Secondary School, de-
livered the climactic message at
the concert with the help of the
Martin Luther King Anchorage

Icommunity Choir. They were
joined on stage for the final num-

\
ber by the Anchorage Children's
Choir.

From the moment the brightly

/
c1ad members of the Pokrovsky
Singers marched down the left

/
aisle in a boisterous rendition of
a Russian folk song, the sellout
crowd sizzled with energy. When
the singers urged the audience to
"hoot" for the return of spring, it
responded with a resounding
"HOOT!"

And when the Chevak Eskimo
dancers gave the word, 2,000
pairs of hands waved in the air
on cue.

For Anchorage residents who
hadn't experienced the Soviet

'sit this week, it was a chance to
See Songs, page A-8

Members of the Sun Dancers
from Provideniya, U.S.S.R.,
above, perform in the glas-
nost folkfest at the Alaska
Center for the Performing
Arts Friday night. Anchor-
age's Martin Luther King 5in-
gers, left, also performed in
the fest.



Songs: Harmony
Continued from page A-I

hear the promise of peace firsthand.
"I didn't think I could miss it," said Barbara Hood of Anchor-

age during intermission. "It's a wonderful opportunity to see
and listen to people from the Soviet Union."

That message wasn't lost on the crowd, which could be said
to be highly partisan from the start. They didn't need any con-
vincing.

"This is truly a historical event - an event many, if not most,
people would have not thought possible four years ago," Caleb
Pingowi, one of the masters of ceremony, told the crowd.

The audience took the cue and joined in, and soon many in the
2,07~seat auditorium were singing with hands raised.

When the Anchorage Children's Choir took the stage and sang
a sweet rendition of "May There Always Be Sunshine," more
than a few handkerchiefs emerged - especially when they
translated in Russian, "Vsigda budiet solnse." The combination
of emotional lyrics and adorable children dressed in red and
white ruffles pushed the goodwill quotient sky high.

As Sonoda, the soloist, said before the show, "If we all stand
together as a whole, no matter what race we are, what color we
are, we can have peace on Earth."

• , • "' 1 ,

•
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oviet Rock-and-Rol1 Bridges the Bering Strait
.y RJCHARD MAUER
_ ..n. ... T_T_

ANCHORACE.
Feb.:S- With
enouil'det:lbcls
to shauer the
remMnts of the

Curta"," that sealed Alaska's
em OClroer lor four declldes.
and Amenan rock Stal"S

ed out a iarewell saturdav to
uaorQln&ry weeK·lonl en.
ter.

~oeroower Roell .~' Roll
e :)ulhv:an Soorts Arena· In An-
ace. The only $ovlet CIUZens
nad OrrtlOUSly performed
e were noc:key players.
e Stas Naann CrouP. one of
.:ow's houest banc1S. tad a
•,$ell-out crowd of ~.OOO tans

,gin the aISles and sln~lng In
nan ..• : like only roclCn' roll"
oand ~red the bill With
Ie Money, a New Yort City po-
nan turned roc:It s~r. and a
mal Soviet roc:It aroup,
.. that thnUed the audience
, unusuaJ melodic tunes set
:'1St • nea vy beat.
dld,n WlOerstand I word they

e $pUllin&. but Ute energy!" .
Debby Wessler, herself a blue-
s mUSIClan who auended out
U'lOSllyand lett amazed at how
..menan mUSICal form had
, IDterpmed. "It ..~ so very
Han to me."

• • •
IeVUIlOrs arne IcroSS the Be-
StnIt alona WlUlScmet oUl·
l. EUlmGS Wlth relaUves in
ka. foUt artISts and 'ClW'lahsts
rau!t 01 three years of per·
Idiplomacy by I Juneau
Ian. Owe 8ekbcr.
wanted Ute straits to open,"

I&IIC1. "and J .. anted traffic
; and fonh.
wanted a tnctic Jim in the

ItSo"
s. Beidler I\asn't Qwte aot her

One woman wins
with personal
dinlomacv.. ~

:ralflc ~:lm. But her eersuience.
:~veloOed as 3 i'ldfly ii~tlng citY
~all ana lhe Stale Lellislature. :lnd
.I i~ollllln~ :Iwareness In Alaska
:hal Ille :)0'1 It I Fu E:lst offers a
\'ut ~nlaD~ marKet. nave come
JI a lime IIlInenine leadership In
:.Ioscollll ISucer 10open up 10 me
·.lies!.

• • •
F'Jr :he iirsl time. 3 chaMered

.~erollollelhner fie...- across the
3e:-:~ ~ea on Feb.::O and landed In
.-\ncnor:lce. C:lrrytnll more than 90
\'SIIOI"$ 10Alaska. For the next SIX
davs. Ule :)ovlet reSIdents were
snalllllne up all over the state. They
spoke to Ine LegISlature and at
scnOOIS.Thev moved in With hosu
:n Ancnorace. They appeared at
busllless lunches and at Ala.ska Na·
live eaUlenneS.

T'MoSoviet oUiclals from the
~all:aaan region, JOllied by Soviet.
Jaoanese and Amencan Journal.
ISU. haa an emotional VISit WIth Ule
100 Alaskans of Ule Kenai Penan·
$\,Ilavll1a~e of Nikolaevsk. The vii·
laeers a~ lundamen~llsts ot the
RUSSian OMhodox church who cIII
themselves the Old Believers.
They descend lrom people who ~ed
Ruula for China at the time of the
BolsheVlk revoluuon. then moved
to Orecon when the Chinese Ilso
tumeo to Communism. They set·
tled In Nikolaevsll20 years ago and
sull speak Ruulan as their pn·
mary lanllua.e.

':vacneslav KobeU. executive
commlllee Chairman of the Maga·
dan ReClonal SOVIet. said he came
not to maxe propaganda but to ~

Sasna !vanov oi the SOvlC't
:hcatr1eal rocle ~DUP Rondo
penonnm( Saturday at Sulli-
van arena in Anchota(e.

..l,menc:ln RUSSians.
" \,11we wan led was to look at

thllr ~yes :InQ to find out how they
make It poSSible to keep their
traalllons . .:lnd to wonder It they
neea ~ome helP," ~.1r.Kobets told
:ne r~?Oners ·.Nnoaccompanied
him .. ',lavl>e we ~ould help them
10pr~serVfl! RUSSian culture and
l:lnllUOllZe..

~h~ ::ivvlet Inur. ''''hICh enos when

the vISitors leave tor home ~
daY.lIlIas 10l1ltly soonsoreO bylbe
Alaska State Chamber 01 e.-
meree and Ms. Belcher's CWlW'aI
organl%.atlon. Camal. The I~
~kes Its name trom the YuPlit E.s-
klmo wora lor hello.• • •

~s. Belcher ',vas a probaUOll o(f\·
eer 1IlI0rKlnllfor the Slate and a "SO-
CI'lI irritant" Jt Juneau City Coun-
cu meetlnl~s In 1985 when It
dawneo on ner Ulat perhaps me
could do somethine abOut U1e:an
on VISits ov Eskimos In \Mestem
Alaska With Ihelr families and
!rlends In me Soviet F:lr E&Sl. The
ban dates Irom rne 1940's.

By proodini and pusntnio me
'0118$ aole 10 ory open Ille door ~ Oil

in 1980 \linen sne 3rr:ln~ed a U1Ur of
Eskimo oer.ormers to Ine Semet
Union. There sne made ccntxtS
.....Ith oificl31s allied lIlIuhIhe )oV}et
leader. ~ikhall S. Gorbacne ....
"Some oi them became Impol'UJ11
;>ecOle." she said.

Her miSSion evolved into U10~
session. finanCed throu~ mono
gages on her home and wiUl some
asSlslance irom AlaSKan busr
nesses. USI yur, she lIlIasIn)(os-
COIlllat the lime of the summit be-
tween Mr. Goroacnev and Ronald
Reagan. ana sne lIlIasIn~roouaa to
Stu Namm. a rock slar \\11thun-
wual influence In Olficlal CircleS.
"I said we've ~ot have l celebra·

tion:' ~s. BelCher recalltd. "He
said. 'Len do II IIIAlaska: .. There
was a period oi diffiCUlt wran.c1lt1lJ
over permission for :IS few as Ulree,
dozen peQPle to somehOW Cet to
Alaska. The onlv wav open at (tat
time was throull:n Tokyo or a Euro-
pean city. Then "erollot sua~ly
llltreed to prOVIde the chane:-. 3nd
the lour ~roup ttlpleoln SIte.

"\ think people need 10 rna out
:1$ people. :lno not leave It to the
diplomatS:' :\ts. Belener said.
"The dlolomats are nOI 1IlI0r~"
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Alaska, Siberia Thaw
Relations With a Party

J

Trade Negotiaiions Jlix lVl'thRock 'n' Roll

By Jay Mathews
Wuft~etn" tier-I ~uU Wrlttr

ANCHORAGE. Alaska. feb.
21-Like young neighbors kept
apart too long by an old family feud.
the people of Alaska and Sibena
suddenly are releasing years of re-
pressed curiosity and affection in a
boisterous. weeklong get-ac-
quainted party-a diplomatic. sci-
entific and cultural extravaganza
never seen In this frozen metrop-
olis ..

Since Monday, 90 Soviet vrsitors
have smiled. waved and fielded
questions at· most of Anchorages
public schools. They have spent the
night tucked warmly into beds in
dozens of Alaskan homes and
fanned out in cold. dim. winter day-
light for negotiations on new trade
and travel agreements.

Before seven days of frantic ac-
tivity end. Soviet and American
groups are to hold a landmark "Su-
perpower Rock 'n' Roll Concert." .
Eskimo dancers from both coun-
tries are to present a "Glasnost
Folk Fest" and plans are to be an'
nounced for an Arctic version of the
Lewis and Clark expedition-r--a
1.200-mlle Siberia-to·Alaska ski
trek across the frozen Bering
Strait.

The outpOuring extends to the
capital at Juneau ilnd several small
villages and climaxes months of
.planning and preliminary exchanges
at the only place where the super·
power borders touch.

The trade diSCUSSionsalone have
reached the point that Gunnar
Knapp. associate professor of eco-
nomics at the UniverSity of Alaska.

. said. "This isn't just for show so
we'll look good. We're actually go-
ing tb have regular commerce."

"YOu~ got two frontier areas:
$aid Ginna Brelsford. international
trade specialist for Alaska Gov.
Steve Cowper (0) and a member of
the planned l.200-mile· ski expedl'
tion. "In foreign policy and· trade.
M~ow and W<lshington can aHord
to allow ilil kinds of interest:n~
things to happen here:

At this gre<lt distance from the
intense meaia and bureaucratlc ac-
tivity of their national capItals.
Ala.:sk4lUand the visitors from the

Soviet Fnr East say they can 10-
dulge their Intense mutual Interest
10 each other WIthout great concern
about a disabling diplomatic mishap.

The hl~h spirus displayed on An·
chorages gntty streets recall well-
publicized events. such as last
year's Friendship Flight of Alaskan
digrutanes to Siberia and U.S.-So-
viet cooperation 10 the rescue of
two Icebound whales. state officials
said,

Thev also dertve irom lesser-
known' events of diplornauc sigruf-
icance. particularly last- minute
(:e;uance for a recent Siberian VISit
hv U.S. cruise-ship passengers and
perrrussion ior U.5. Nanonal Guard
aircraft to fly over Soviet territory
during a successful search for lost
".alrus hunters.

Cowper. state and city officials
and a crush of schoolchildren and
business executives greeted the
Soviet delegation when it arrived in
a special Aerorlot Jetliner Monday.
Several travelers immediately set
out to shop 10 local malls.

Today, the visitors went to 50 of
the 75 public schools in Anchorage.
making immediate contact with
most of the area's schoolchildren.

The Soviets indude the rock
group Stas Namin. which has sold
more than 40 million records: the
chairman 'and party first secretary
of the Magadan territory opposite
Alaska: several trade. health and
cultural officials: three Magadan
JUOlor high students: several Eski-
mos <lncicorrespondents for several
Soviet newspapers and press agen-
cIes.

A group of elementary-school
students from Soldotna on the
Kenai Peninsula south of Anchorage
plans to return with the Soviets to
viSit M:lgadan.

State Department officials are
expected in Anchorage this week
for talks with Stepan Mazepa. an
official of the Soviet ministry of for-
eign affairs. and others.
• Officlals had hoped to have Pres-
Ident Bush Join the festivities during
.1 planned refueling stop here Wed-
Ilesdav morning on his trip to To-
kvo. But Bush has scheduled only
brief airport remarks.

The U.S. tOUrISt industry wilnts
clearance for regular flights and
crUises to the Soviet Far East. the

I
Arroc Ocr ..

)

Soviets want a joint border commis-
sion to deal WIth unauthorized
crossings and Eskimos seek perrnis-
sian to cross the Benng Strait to
Visit relanves or trade.

Vyacheslav Kobets, chairman of
the Magadan Territory executive
committee. has begun further dis-
cussions with Cowper on how to
implement the Magadan-Alaska
trade agreement signed last year.

Knapp said Kobets is particularly
eager for a Joint venture WIth Indian
Valley ~leats. an Alaskan smoke
shop. to use U.S. technology In ex-
panding Soviet production of sue·
culent gourmet reindeer sausage.
There also are proposals for joint
ventures in fishing, telecommuni-
cations and crafts.

Several obstacles must be re-
moved before any of this happens.
Air links across the strait are so
poor that. when Anchorage Daily
News reporter Hal Bernton went to
Magadan In a journalistic exchange
recently. he had to go half a world
out of his way vIa Copenhagen and
Moscow.

Rubles cannot be exchanged for
dollars. forcing a kind of barter
trade. and the thicket of military
installations on both sides of the·
strait make officials in ~foscow and
Washington nervous about VISitS to
restricted areas.

The VISIt here also highlighted
the fact that U.S. tariffs on Soviet
goods remain relatIvely high. The
Soviet delegation brought furs anci
handicrafts that have not cleared
customs at the airport.

..... _._..

._ _ ··a_

Another obstacle is the Sov:
Far E.1St'S dark past. Magadan .".
an arrival point for rmllions of :
Iitical pnsoners who suffered 2:

died in frozen gold and coal rrur.e
something the Soviets now are w;
ing to discuss.

Bernrcn was allowed a leng;;
interview with an elderly Magac:
resident who spent more than
decade in a labor camp because ~
poetry club was thought subversiv

Both sides appear partlcula:
IOterested in encouragIng appre-:
ation of the native Arctic culture
Coordinator Doug Van Etten. :
Anchor<lge teacher. said procee'.
from two concerts this weekend ;;;
to finance a round-the-worid tour:
an Alaska·Siberia Eskimo song-ar.
d:lnce troupe.

The ski expedition. to be led :
polar explorers Dimitry Shparo.
Soviet. and Paul Schurke. an Arne'
ican. IS to VIsit dozens of nati,.e se
tlements during the 50o{jay trE
beginning March 1.

Brelsiord. skiing 20 kilometers
day in preparation. said. "I've neVE
been so challeng~ in my life
Saloma's schoolchildren h<lve bee
studying Soviet· culture and I",:
guage for months. teacher Lar:
Rockhill said.

Van Etten has his plan for a jo;:
5ummer expedition of sea K<lyaKs.

"It used to seem. Sitting 10 ,.1.1<..
ka. like the world endea at the tip
the Seward Peninsula: Knapp sa;
"Now it's a-very different feeiing.·
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We can work together
,. ,

Alaskans witnessed an incredible event last week as more than
90 Soviets landed their Aeroflot jet at Anchorage International
Airport to start a week-long visit to our state.

The delegation included some of the~Soviet Union's top rock
musicians, folk singers and dancers, government officials, Native
performers and journalists. They were brought to Anchorage by
Dixie Belcher of Juneau and the Alaska State Chamber of
Commerce.

The visitors did everything from touring Anchorage shopping
malls to discussing the effects of glastnot and perestroika on the
media of the Soviet Union. Two of the Soviet journalists even
covered President George Bush's Wednesday morning visit to
Elmendorf Air Force Base.

It's way too early to predict what the effects of this visit will
be, but we can only hope that this opening of the border between
the United States and the Soviet Union will prove to be one more
step toward open communication between the two superpowers.

In his brief speech to Alaskans gathered at Hangar 'One, Presi-
dent Bush stressed the idea that the United States is indeed a Pacific
power, as well as an Atlantic power. That's not news to Alaskans,
but it was important for the president to make the statement.

Unfortunatel y, the president did not choose to mention the Soviet
Union, another Pacific power. '

The Tundra Times has long called for an opening of the Bering'; :
Strait to travel by Alaska Eskimos who have relatives and friends
in the Soviet Union. These people have been prevented from
traveling freely back and forth for more than 40 years. :.:

We're pleased to see that Sen. Frank Murkowski and Gov. Steve
Cowper appear to be putting much effort, into winning this bat-
tle. We hope this visit is another victory for them. : . '

But another important arena is what could be accomplished if
the Soviet Union and the United States worked together to solve
fisheries problems in the Bering Sea.

These are just two examples of what can be done if the Soviet
Union's policies are allowed to continue. There are many others.

We wish our Soviet visitors well, and we hope they take back
memories of goodwill in Alaska. The more we learn about each
other as human beings, the more we will be able to accomplish.
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rllra mimes

discuss role
of perestroika
By Jennifer Gordon
Tundra Times reporter

SOviet journal is ts ha ve more
freedom since the initiation of
glasnost and perestroika. but the press
is only now exploring the limits of this
new freedom and many are cautious
of the new ideology, journalists from
the Soviet Union, Alaska and Canada
said Wednesday night.

They spoke as part of a panel spon-
sored by the Alaska Press Club to
discuss Soviet journalism.

"When Americans speak of
glastnost, we think they enjoy it maybe
more than we do," said Gennady
Alfcrcnko, chairman uf the Fund for
Social Invention .

For the first time, he said, people
in the Soviet Union have the freedom
to speak their beliefs, and thanks to
journalistic power, they have the
power to act on those bel icls as well,

Alcksy Bukalov, a correspondent
for the Soviet journal Novoye Vremya,
meaning "New Time, "said that there
is another side to perestroika. He said
he works at a Soviet journal that only
printed international politics before the
change. Now, the journal has a page
on local news - a change created for
the people' s interests. '

Bukalov said that Soviets are in-
terested not only in the problems of
their country, but in the facts.
Facts and Arguments, a weekly

paper in the Soviet Union, printed
800,000 copies last year, Bukalov
said. This year, the circulation went

. up to 20 million copies.
Yuri Ustmenko, correspondent for

the news agency "TASS," said that
one reason that the people of the Soviet
Union are concerned with figures and
.facts, is that they still do not trust
Soviet journalists.

He said that to him, glastnost means
that when Gorbachov speaks, the
"reader gets the correspondent's view
o~ the spe~fq"n?qpe government's
view.

Valentina Golubchikova, assistant
editor in chief of Sevemye Prostory,
meaning "Northlands;" said that
glastnost will be the link between the
Soviet Union and Alaska to find ways
to help the Native communities of both
countries. There are 26 minorities in
the Soviet Far North, she said and
added that many people in the Soviet
Union view the Natives as people con-
demned to disappear.

She said she believed when she
curuc 10 Alaska that the problems Iac-
illl! Natives would Ill' '(lIved ill Ihis



and t C ng tones, ecause they
were aggressive." According to Sasha,
"American music and English music is a
good school for (a beginning) musician."

He also feels there are only two types
of music. "good and bad." With this he
breaks out dancing in his chair and
singing the Michael Jackson tune,
"Because I'm bad, I'm bad ..."

When Sasha is on stage, he feels an
"energy exchange" between the audience

because he had a great idea. Your. .le station, w IC mixes a
condition of life depends on yourself (how everything from folk and classic to rock
hard you work)." and news.

According to Sasha, before reforms Twenty years ago, when Sasha joined
were implemented there was a lot of Stas Namin, his mother thought maybe
censorship and regulation, now it has he was "stupid." Now, Sasha says,
become easier to play what you wish. "maybe she was wrong."

MOSl of Stas Namin's songs are about Lingering over some genuine Alaskan
life and the emotions and situations vodka, Sasha began talking about drinking
involved. A few songs have political games in the Soviet Union. In one,
lyrics, and only recently has the group felt everyone playing sits around a table and

hard to come by in the cold climate of
Russia. He says, "Americans don't eat
food, they lci/l food." They eat more for
quantity than quality, he says.
When asked if there is something he
wants to take back home with him, Sash a
replies, "the warmth of the American
people."

Glastnost festival warms the cold front
Continued from page 13
"Glasnost Folkfest." Relatives were
able to dance with their families again
and carry forward their traditions.

Esthero Davison of Gambell also
travelled to Siberia in 1986 with the
dance group and rediscovered friends and
family she hadn't seen in 70 years. Her
impressions of the people and the Soviet
Union prepared her for seeing them again
here in Anchorage.

"When I found out how friendly they
arc I feel at home and ,,1:;0 I found out
that the land is really a land of music, all
kinds of music," Davison said.

Gelling to know the Russians is
something the young people as well as
the old need to experience, Davison said.

"I wish our children would learn more
about them because some of our young
peopleoo not know them. When they
get used to them and know them, they
will cling to them."

Becoming acquainted with the Soviets
and their music posed no problems for
the audience. The Pokrovsky Singers
made their entrance through the audience,
dancing and singing their way to the

stage. Their energetic, joyous voices and
the harmony of the old traditional ballads
and songs they sang gave the audience a
view into the heart and soul of Russia.

Dmitri Pokrovsky, the leader of the
group, received a roar of applause when
he said. through an interpreter, "The
song is the soul of the people and I think
the peoples will understand each other
much better if they would sing together
more often."

Every act and every performer seemed
to communicate the same idea, Coming
together in song an expression of hope
was repealed by every group in some
form. The performers gave their all as
they rode the crest of audience feedback,

In the second half of the program,
there was a shift from the traditional
Alaskan dances and Soviet songs, to a
modern American style of music
presented by the Martin Luther King
Anchorage Community Choir.

With their rocking gospel songs and a
special appearance by Susan Osborne, a
gospel singer from the east coast, the
Martin Luther King Choir maintained
the energy created by the native and

Soviet groups, giving the theme of-hope
and communication in a modern
perspective.

In the end, it was the children who
brought the message home. An
Anchorage children's choir sang of peace
and hope in beautiful synchronization
and harmony, representing the faith they
have that the future will be even
brighter.

It seemed that this was all the audience
could ask for, but just as the show
seemed to be winding down, the Soviet
rock band Stas Namin came on stage and
brought the house down with high
energy, solid beat rock and roll.

Not scheduled to perform before
Saturday night at the Sullivan, Stas
Namin shook. the rafters with three songs
in Russian and one well-done song in
English.

Dispelling all doubts as to whether a
Soviet band could tap into the great
mystique of rock and roll, the spirited,
talented five-member ensemble
established themselves as a true rock and
roll entity in Alaska.

This sense of concern about the future

and communication in the present was
the main theme for the whole
folkfestival, Through combined singing
and dancing in every phase of the show
the performers expressed the fervent
desire that the bridge across the waters be
fortified with public support.

By the end of the peformance the
audience was standing, singing and
waving their arms over their heads along
with the performers; natives from
Alaska and Siberia, the Soviet folk
singers and the combined Martin Luther
King and children's choirs.

The evening brought people from
around the world closer together and
established a bond that will survive the
distance between cultures and countries.
As the audience left the ACPA that
evening they were singing newly learned
songs of peace and smiling with the
pleasure of new found friends.

No longer is the philosophy about the
visit with the Soviets described as, "we
are all the same." Now the feeling seems
to be "we are all headed in the same
direction, across the Bering Sea Bridge
of music arid song."
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lead singer Alexandr Losev (Sasha bands such as Rondo and Gorky Park _ feet, demanding an encore. The band
delivered his lyrics with a force and ded b teaching the crowd how to

• which is the number one band in the respon y ..-
sophistication that only comes from 20 sing the chorus of'/ Love Only Rock
years of the music business and all the USSR - get_~~~' .. nrivale center in and Roll' in Russian. and everybody
ups an~ Monday, FebtuBry 27, 1989

::::3Crowds
enchan
style. Continued from page 15

While\ himself on the stage and sang the words
stage. ill\ with little diffICUlty as the audience held
named , up lighter-flames of peace in tribute to
The sUP1the Soviet rocken who clearly
Namin, understood what the power of rock 'n roll
Friday, can really do.
anonyml When Stas Namin took the stage the

audience immediately felt the change to a

S~heavier beat and message. Calm and cool
~ lead singer Alexandr Losev (Sasha)

delivered his lyrics with a force and
sophisticatiOn that only comes from 20'

Contln years of the music business and all the
about ~ ups and downs that go with it

"RUj Offstage. Sasha has been called a
are mOl soft-spoken diplomat. But on stage he is
the S8I1J the rockstar, moving 10 the beat and
the co~ enchanting the audience with charismatic
of hum style.

Sas While the band Stas Namin played on
Ameri stage, the man for whom the band was
But h named wandered through the audience.
the Be The super-star. soviet rocker Stas
and t Namin, who arrived in Anchorage on
:,ere Friday, walked down the aisle, totally
Arne anOnymous 10 the American audience and

good .

;;~Sashalives life of Soviet rock and roller
BCCj Continued from page 14 and himself. He and the other group comfortable singing them. Sasha says his finishes off a boule of vodka or wine. One

" ~ about performing in America. members project energy into the crowd, views haven't changed since Gorbachev, person then places the boule in the center
enci "Russians and Americans as a nation . who in tum transform it and give it back it's just become easier to express them. of the table and spins it. The person who

are more closer to each other. They have 10 the performers through cheers and This has made it easier for other groups to is staring into the opening of the boulen the same point of views, same feelings for applause. This cycle continues until it enter the music business, and with this when it Slops spinning then receives a
~ the conditions of life. and the same sense finally ends in what he calls a' "biz Sasha hopes the rock industry in Russia kiss from the ncrson who initiatr-a th,..

\.-...,.)J •

"This is a big-league event peoplel
didn't have to go there like Bon Jow and
Santana. They came here. They came
here," Money said.

(
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enjoy the Summit of Rock
arena security. Namin had to flash his
backstage pass each time he returned to
the stage area.

Namin is the kingpin of rock in the
USSR and his influence has been a
major factor for the music business in
his country. It was 20 years ago that he
started the band Stas Namin under a
governmental regime that was not
encouraging of his art Now he enjoys
more freedom and has helped Soviet
bands such as RoluJo and Gorky Park -
which is the number one band in the
USSR - get started.

Namin now runs a private center in
Moscow called the Stas Namin Center.
that is known for its role in helping
aspiring musicians. Gorky Park is now
on tour in New Jersey.

Namin has had a lot of contact with
American performers but there are stars
that Namin respects above the others,

"The two that I count as friends. as
well as great musicians, are Frank Zappa
and Peter Gabriel," Namin said.

It was rumored that Namin might join
his band on stage for a song or two. But

he decided to stay in the shadows and
continue the mystery of Stas Namin.

"I'm a backstage star," Namin said.
Namin's band did not suffer for his

absence. Their last song was the band's.
and Sasha's own testimony to the music
they have dedicated their lives to.

"This song is called 'I Love Only
Rock 'n Roll.' And Ireally do, I love
only rock 'n roll," Sasha said.

The set ended with the audience on its
feet, demanding an encore. The band
responded by teaching the crowd how to
sing the chorus of 'I Love Only Rock
and Roll' in Russian, and everybody
sang. Stas Namin would have even had
hardcore rock-lyric critics believing they
loved rock.

When Eddie Money took the stage the
crowd easily made the transition to good
American Rock 'n Roll. There was
dancing in the aisles as Money delivered
one hit after another. Even Arliss
Sturgclewski, state legislator, was
bopping 10 the sounds as she stood
tiptoe on her chair to get a beuer look at
the stage.

In an interview, Sasha had promised
an "explosion" at the end of the concert.
What came was an explosion of melody,
not only of music, but also of what is
Russian and what is American. Eddie
Money and his band were joined on stage
by the members of Rondo and Stas
Namin for two rock classics. Eddie and
Sasha shared the lyrics in "Born to be a
Rock 'n Roll Star" and "Back in the
USSR."

"This is a big-league event people! We
didn't have to go there like Bon Jovi and
Santana. They came here. They came
here," Money said.

As the bands took their bows and
congratulated each other, the spotlight
hit upon the giant-size flags of the
USSR, the USA and Alaska, hanging
together above the audience.

"We're building a better world. "
Money said as the audience clapped
cheered and called the names of the stars.
They too believed the Soviet visit is part
of a progress towards a better world, and
they know it is a world that moves to
the beat of rock music.



Soviets arrival makes history Yupiks strengthen relations
By SOren Wuerth
NotthGm Light News Editor

By Robert Devine
Northern Light Reporter

As the Soviet Acroflot plane rolled into Anchorage International
Airport. people in the lobby began to gel excited.

The Aeronot plane, carrying 90 Soviets, had a large red Soviet nag
and ·CCCP· painted on its tail.

Anchorage area journalists gathered by the windows and
phocographcrs shot their film furiously.

·JoumaIists: a well-dressed man yelled.
From the end of a long ramp, several men, dressed in heavy fur coats,

walked quickly to the press area. They melded with the other joumalist
and exchanged curious glances with the American press.

The Soviet's spoke like buzzing bees among themselves, but one
fJDally got the courage to introduce himself.
"Tm AIeksandr Andorshin, Magadan correspondent for The Pravda

Daily Newspaper: he said. "Thanks Alaska for an extra day' in our life.
We left Moscow yesterday tomorrow: •
Soon the other member of the Soviet delegation arrived - dancers,

digniwies, Yupiks and even a group of hard rockers, who slapped their
hands against the windows separating the lobby from Customs and made
fuaDy faces.

As the Soviet first secretaries and chairmen walked from the customs
lRa. they were greeted by a procession of press and Alaskan statesmen.

Gov. Steve Cowper, Anchorage Mayor Tom Fink and Con~
nc. Young shook hands and warmly exchanged greetings with ihc

~cw words from Cowper and a Russian statesman, MayC:FD;Ik
_ Cmgressmen Young attempted 10 get a speech out over the '-
lDiaophooc but it was lost in the confusion and excaement,
The procession drained downstairs into the main lobby of the airport.

wIIcrc Ibc Soviets got a 1aSlC "Camai," or a wum Alaskan welcome.
S6eSoviet page 13

Siberian and Alaskan Yupiks joined together Feb. 22 for ceremonies
filled with laughter and tears at the Univcrsity of Alaska Anchorage.

Sixty UAA students, staff and faculty members joined with other
community members to welcome five Siberian Yupiks to the festivities
of Soviet-American Friendship Week. .

During the official reception in room F-138, Cuddy Center, UAA
Chancellor Donald Behrend extended warm greetings, presented gifts and
provided a feast unavailable in Siberian Russia - pizza!

More than a dozen Soviets arrived and warm smiles and laughter were
, shared by all

But on a less conspicuous level. a human drama was unfolding.
The Siberian Yupiks had requested permission to visit their relatives

living on SL Lawrence Island. In the U.S.A., freedom to visit one's
family is taken for granted. But this human right has long been denied
10 many Yupik people.

For centuries, interrelated Yupik families have lived on both sides or
the Bering Strait. Today many Yupiks dwelling on SL Lawrence Island
are closely related to Yupiks living in Siberia. .

Occasionally, a grand mirage called "fata morgana- brings the
coastline of Siberia into plain view of the Yupiks on SL Lawrence. For
more than four decades, fata morpna has been the only legal contact
permitted between the Yupiks of SL Lawrence and their SiberiaD
relatives. . - .

Gone are the freedom-fiDed days when Yupik skin boaL~ crossed the
waters of the Bering Strait for family reunions and potJau:hes. Coldw.-
politics put an end to all that. .

Vera Kaneshiro, a UAA language instructor'. knows about lbc
hardships imposed upon Yupik people by exccndcd separation.
Kaneshiro, an Alaskan Yupik, was born on SL Lawrence Island.

seeAmetlcan page 13
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Soviet neighbors
visit Anchorage
ContInued from page 11

A few of Soviets were introduced to
their host faniilies. who led their IK"ZVOUS

guest quickly away.
"Look - Stas Namin, Rondo." a group

~ -~
Several casually dressed men walked

amidst a shuffling crew of reporters and
cameramen. One was wearing a pair of
Wayfarer sunglasses.

The band members eventually squeezed
out of the crowd inside. They ga1heted by
the front door and waited for their shuUJe
while a few lingering reporters tried to
get quick interviews.

CHORDS OF
HARMONY

USA/USSR '89

Traditional dancers give emotional performance
By Nlklshka Stewart
Nonbem Light Reporter

The Alaska Center for the Performing Arts (ACPA) was the site
of a once in a lifetime, joyous celebration of visiting artists and
dignitaries from the Soviet Union and the United States on
February 24.

The travelers shared music. hopes and dreams with Alaskans and
other people from around the world in a night of entertainment that
wiu not soon be forgotten,

The haste with which the production was staged was evident
from the air of confusion that reigned before. during and after the
show. But the failings were forgivable and actually made the event
all the more personal

Instead of being a polished. slick Broadway style production, the
Soviet/American Reunion 1989 "Glasnost Folkfest" was an
emotional meeting of friends. old and new.

Chuna McIntyre and his Yupik dancers introduced the evening's
events. The humor they expressed and the intensity of the dancing
captivalCd the audience right from the start.

Their authentic re-creation and explanation of the dramatic and
comedic dances was a mini-history lesson for those in the audience
unfamiliar with the artistic expressions found in native cultures.

The Chevak dancers are a Chupik Inupiaq group from near
Bethel. These people traveled to the Soviet Union in 1986 in the
cultural exchange group that went over from Alaska.

After one segment of dances by the Chevak dancers their
Siberian counterparts came onstage and joined in with their own
selections and then a group dance.

The pride and assertion with which these Soviet Eskimos
performed took the audience back in Lime to the village shores as
the hunters prepared for war.

"I had fun over there. I wouldn't mind going back again," said
Xavier Norteck, a Chevak dancer who travelled with the group in
1986.

The relationships established in 1986 were renewed during the
See Glasnost page 25



American, Soviet Vupiks swap istory and books
Continued from page 11

Indeed, the reunion of Alaskan and
Siberian Yupiks at UAA took place in
her classroom.

Much about the Yupik way of life has
changed during the last 40 years.

Even the Yupik language has changed
somewhat. Siberian Yupiks speak a
dialect increasingly influenced by the
Russian language. And the Alaskan
dialect reflects English influences.

\.. ; \
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Thus during their reunion at UAA,
the Yupik people concerned themselves
with preservation of a language uniquely
their own.

For hours they spoke Yupik, talking
about Yupik history and sharing Yupik
books. One book, written for Yupik
school children, tells of a language that
was quite small, until, like the embers of
a fare, it grew into a great flame.

Lighthearted moments arose often as

they swapped stories.
The eyes of one Yupik twinkled as she

talked. A very enthused Siberian woman
had accompanied her on a whirlwind
shopping spree. But a tight schedule
soon required the Siberian woman to join
with other Siberians for rehearsal of a
big dance number.

The Siberian woman protested that shp
already knew how to dance, and
continued to shop. According to the
teller of this talc, the woman had "fallen
under the spell of an Anchorage mall."

During the festivities, Elaine Abraham
of the Native Student Services, removed
her handmade raven necklace and placed it
around the neck of Ludmilla Ainana,
Siberian education researcher. "We are
family," Abraham said.

Shortly thereafter, tears in her eyes,
Ainana spoke.

"Those of us who arc sitting here, .we
are siuing here in peace, and war is far
from our minds," she said. "This is what
gelling together should be all about. It
seems as though the storm has passed .
Everywhere we go, American people ace
very friendly."

Yes, the warmth of people meeting
people in friendship was in evidence
everywhere in that room. Yet something
very important was missing.

"It is ironic," said Donna Willoya of
Native Student Services. "These Siberian
people can visit faraway Anchorage, but
they cannot visit their own relatives
living \)0 St. Lawrence Island."

But III is story has a happy ending, of
sorts.

Acconhng to Abraham, two days after
the gel-l(w\,l her. government nff'icials

•
visited UAA will be permitted to join in
a history making reunion with their
relatives on SL Lawrence Island.

However, for the general Yupik
population in Siberia and Alaska, no
such rights have been granted. To this
day, Yupik people die within miles of
their relatives across the Bering Strait
without ever having met them face to
face,



Visit with Soviets T
:'::'·::'·'dispels many myths
By SOren Wuerth Many people believe that Soviets in
Northern Light News Editor America would want to "run away" from

their country, or "defect. " '
One day with a few Soviets can dispel Nadejda Pokrovslcaya is 16 and was in

a lot of myths. Alaska as a member of the Pokovslci
The Polaovslci dance group of about group. She lives and goes to school in

16 members was at the University of Moscow.
Alaska Anchorage by chance. Their When I asked her if she would choose
driver didn't exactly know where to take to live in America if it were made
the performers, so when someone yelled possible to her, Nadejda cut me off
out "UAA" the driver carted the curious mid-question, "No, no," she said I asked
traveJel'S to Anchorage's beloved campus. her why. "Because I love my country
Once the dancers were here, they most of all," 'Nadejda said

lounged wearily in building K, exhausted I wanted more evidence that Soviet's
from the day's activities and confusion. are highly patriotic and so I asked an
They collected in the Counseling and interpreter to ask a Soviet rocker the
Growth Center, and most of them dozed same question one evening.
off in chairs. "No, I don't need to ask him that,"

Outside the dividers surrounding the said the interpreter at first, "Soviets love
Center, students walked to and from their their country."
classes unaware that people from a I suggested he ask the rocker anyway,
culture entirely unique sat yards away. to which he agreed.

Meanwhile, a nervous driver . "Every man has the right to live in the
frantically called the Egan Center, or "the country of his birth," he said, translating By
HUB," trying to find out where they . fc.- Serguei Markin, a guitarist fc.- Stas N.Br
were supposed to be. Namin. "In other words the grass is' Sp

Finally, after much always greener. If every man leaves his L/gh
miscommunication, the group followed own country, he also leaves the place he
each other to the front of building A and flees to - he's a wanderer." A I
waited for someone to drive them There are some who think all Soviet's a red
somewhere. There, they still weren't are atheists. years
really sure what was going on. When we arrived at the Northway Or

A few of the Soviets took out wooden Mall, I asked Nadejda what she would S12
wind instruments and began to entertain like to buy. with
the others, until a UAA employee offered "A bib-bela," she said. No sooner had mate
to take them somewhere in a university she asked someone to translate, than I its bl
van. The consensus was to go to the escorted her to a Book Cache to find a Ancr,
Northway Mall. Russian Bible. n.

There wasn't enough room in the van The Soviet's that were here blended awak
for !lIt the performers, so I volunteered to with our society almost imperceptibly. pote
take a few of them in my car. They had a good time, they rocked, neur
Ifelt as though Iwas doing something and hardly anyone knew it that

wrong by driving these people around. In limit
fact, I thought I could face repercussions vein
of an incriminating sort for abetting a
dissident

But as it would tum out later, both the
Soviet guests and coordinators were
extremely grateful to drivers for taking
the Soviets anywhere.
Thev were as free to ride along with
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V. Kassatkln, assistant to the head of the Infor-
mation Directorate Foreign Ministry of the
U.S.S.R.,coordinator and sPOkesmanof the So-
viet delegation.

40.Aleksandr J. Eremenko, official photOll-
roPher of the Foreign MinistrY of the U.S.S.R.;
41.Guennodl P. Olferenko, chairman of the se-
cial Innovallons foundation; 42.Morino E. Pask-
hlna, assistant to Olferenko; 43.Valeri K. Lozo-
voy, general 'dIrector of the Asia and Poclflc As-
soclotlon of businesscooperallon; 44.Serguel N.
DordYkln, correspondent of the "Isvesllyo"
newsPOper;45.Aleksandr E. BOlIomolov,corre-
spondent of the Sovetskoya RosSlyO" newsPO-
per; 46.Juri V. Ustlmenco, correspondent of the
TASS news Oll8/1CY;47. Arcadl Kudrya, corre-
spondentof the Novosll PressAgency; 48.Voslli
V. Jurovlev, correspondent of the "Sovetskaya
kulturo" newspaper (scriptwriter for the TV
film); 49. Notolyo Davydovo, correSPOndentof
the "Moscow News"; SO. Aleksel Bukolov, cor-
respandentof the "News Times" mogozlne.

51. Serguel K. Mendvedev, correllPOrldent
for Soviet television; 52. Elena A. Pozdnyok,S0-
viet TV praduceer; 53. Serguel T. Shlshkln, ca-
mer.Qman;54.VoslII P. Alekseev, soundman; 55.
Volentlna D. Golubchlcovo, dePUty edltor-In-
chief of the "Severnye prostory" mogozlne; $6.
Povelas P. Krlvltskas, correspondent for the
"Chervony shtondor" newspaper.

Performers from Stas Nomln and Rondo
groups: 57. Ludmllo Brotash, coordinator; 58.
Vidor T. Zernlcov, director of the Stos Nomln
Group; 59.Aleksandr N. Losev,6O. Igor A. Pro-
cophlev; 61.Serguel K. Grlgorlon; 62.Vlodlslov
A. Petrovskl; 63.Serguel V. Morkln; 64. Igor S.
Krulalln; 65. Nlcolol F. Sophonov, Rondo; 66.
Juri A. Plssakln; 67. Evguenl N RUbonov';68.
Aleksandr J. Ivonov; 69. Aleksandr N. Luklyo-
nov.

Goodwill delegation
includes Soviet officials,
various Party members

Performers from Pokrovsklgroup:
70. Dmitri V. Pokrovskl; 71. Aleksandr V.

Eremeev; n. Marina R. Boloshovo; 73.Dmitri
L. Fokln; 74.RomlzA. Akhundov; 75.Aleksandr
J. Danllov; 76. Andrei N. Kotov; 77. Artur P.
Portosh; 78. Serguel O. Jlrkov; 79. Tamoro I.
Smysiovo; 80. Elena Sidorenko; 81. Marlo P.
Nephedova; 82.Anno B. Konukhovo; 83.Olgo J.
Jukecheva; 84.Nadeldo D. Pokrovskayo.

85,Branko Vlokhovlch, "Vlyesnlk" newspa-
per, Yugoslavia; 86. Kent Venstrem, Swedish
TV; 87. Anatoll Kuprlyonov, cameroman; 88.
Yamoya Kenre, "Hokkoldo slmbun" newspa-
per, Jopan; 89.AntonYWilson-Smith, "Makllns"
magazine, Canada; 90. Jan T1glorllk, "Rude
provo" corresPOndent, Czechoslovakia; 91.
Aleksel Khakhlov, Rondogroup•

Sovietclllzens traveling to Soldotna:
1.GrllIOrl SH.Volsenberg. schoolteacher; 2.

Irina V. Petrovo, school teacher; 3. Lubov M.
Shaltnoovo, director of the Magadon school; 4.
1110 Koplllln, student; 5. Elena TuluPOva, stu-
dent; 6,OksanaHavonskayo, student.

Here Is 0 list of the Soviet delellOtlon ond
others ossocloted with the lIOOdwlll trip to

Aloska:
I

1. Aleksandr A. BOlIdonov,IIrst secretory of
the MalIOdon region Party commltt .. ; 2.
Vyocheslav I. Kobets, chairman of the Malladon
region execullve committee; 3. Nicolai I. Kosh-
tykln, first secretary of the Chucotkoarea Porty
committee; 4. Nadeldo P. Otke, chairman of the
Chucotka orea executive commltt .. ; 5. Anto-
nina M. LOlIOChovo,IIrst secretory of Provl-
denya Porty committee.

6. Oleg Y. Kullnkln, chalrmon of the Provl-
denyo Party committee; 7. Vidor B. Tlmakov,
head of the press dePortment MalIadon region
porty committee (spokesman for the Magadan
POrtof the delellOllon); 8. Otto S. Sukhanov, dl·
rector of the construdlon prolect research Instl·
tute "Dalstrolproekt"; 9. Victor B. Trezubov.
head of the Magodan branch of the Aerollot
company; 10. Gennadl M. Shlshkov, IIrst dePUty
cholrmon of the Agroprom (agrlculturol) re-
glonol commltt .. ; 11.Genlladl V. Zavolok, gen.
erol director of the Magadan region local Indus·
try enterprise "MOlIOdonoblmestprom"; 12.
Vyacheslov A. Splrln, head of the trade depart·
ment of the Mogadon region executive com-
mittee.

13. Sergei N. Makeev, head of the dePOrt·
ment of the Magadan region sport commltt .. ;
14.Vidor V. Sovchenko,deputy head of the de·
POrtment of culture MalIOdan region execullve
committee; 15.Vladimir V. Slichenko, head of
the communlcallon sYstemof the MalIOdon reo
glon; 16.Asylbek A. Aldorollev, director of the
research Inslltute of the blolOllYproblems of the
north; 17. Boris H. Krosnopalskl. head of the de-
portment of the North-Eostern complex re·
search Inslltute; 18.Aleksel N. Lebedev, headof
the deportment of public health MalIOdanregion
executive committee.

19.Victor A. Mukhortov, head of the Provl·
denyo seaport; 20. Serguel V. lolesnlk, secre·
torY of the Provldenya YOUngcommunist organl-
zallon. 21.Dmitri Korlvlye, head of the depart·
ment of the nollve natlonolltles MalIOdanregion
executive committee; 22. Ludmllo Aliano, re-
searcher of the Institute of notlve schools; 23.
Antonlna A. Verbltskoya, editor of the Chucotko
rodlo and TV committee; 24.RosulH. Mesyagu-
tov. PhotOlIropher with the "MalIOdanskayo
pravda" newsPaper; 25. Olgo Nasonovo, corr.
sPOndentof the "Pravdo" newspaper; 26.Alek-
sandr Androshln, MalIadon-bosed correSPOfld-
ent of the" Provdo" newspaper.

27. Lorlsa N. Jlrcova. Intepreter; 28. Evge-
•nlya G. Khachaturova, Interpreter. Members of
"The Sun" Eskimo donce group: 29. Ekoterlna
Rultyneut; 30.Vlodlmlr Nasallk; 31.Nino I.Tra-
peznlcova; 32. Uhslmo Uhslma; 33. Guennadl
Koyak; 34.Uri Koiguigun; 35.Anotoll Sallko; 36.
Vladimir Yotto; 37. Gollno Povolskyh. 38. Cte-
POnF. MazePO,headof the POlltlcol department
Foreign Ministry of RussloFederollon; 39. Klrll •
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T;~;UAAworking on pact with Siberians
EllenG
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TIMES STAFF

The University of Alaska Anchorage
is working with the Academy of Maga-
dan to establish a joint commission to
study social and economic develop-
ment between the two northern re-
gions.

UAA Chancellor Donald Behrend
announced two protocol agreements
recently between UAA and several
scientific and government entities in
Magadan.

Protocols are the preliminary
agreements that reflect negotiations,
but still need ratification by additional
parties.

Professor Boris Krasnopolski of Ma-
gadan met with UAA officials during
the recent visit of representatives of
the Soviet region. Krasnopolski was in-
vited by the UAA Institute for Social
and Economic Research and the
Alaska Center for International Busi-
ness based at UAA.

Krasnopolski represents the Depart-
ment of Comprehensive Research of
Natural and Economic Systems at the
Academy of Sciences in Magadan.

UAA and the Magadan institution
have agreed to cooperatively research
common concerns about social and
economic development in northern re-
gions, according to UAA spokeswoman

Nancy Killoran
. .. reports progress

Nancy Killoran. With the cooperation
of government agencies, the two in-
stitutions will investigate establishing
the Alaska-Magadan Commission, an
organization to study and promote
trade and other cooperation between
Alaska and Magadan.

The agreement calls for the Maga-

dan school and ISER to share research
reports, arrange for visits between re-
searchers from both institutes and as-
sist other scientific organizations in
making contacts, Killoran said.

Similarities between the two regions
include mineral wealth and relative
isolation from central populations.

In Magadan, Krasnopolski said,
mineral wealth drives the economy.
While the region" currently mines gold
and silver, it is preparing to extract oil,
coal and other minerals. Like Alaska,
he said, the Magadan region is far re-
moved from the central government in
Moscow and the region's population
consists of newly settled people and na-
tives.

The second protocol is between
UAA's Alaska Center for International
Business, ISER, the Governor's Office
of International Trade, the Magadan
institution and the Magadan Depart-
ment of External Relations. It would
establish the joint commission.

The proposed organization would re-
search, exchange information, aid
travel and communication and en-
hance trade between Magadan and
Alaska. Under the protocol, represent-
atives from both areas will discuss pro-
posals to create the commission later
this year.
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Soviet Students,left to right, Ilia Koptilin, lena Tulupova and Oksana Navanskaia share a joke
allC'-'l Thursday. Chainnan Kobets, below, hands out samples of rock mined in Magadan.

Official: Friendship
begins in classrnnrn
By JOE HUNT
TlmesWritf'''

SOLDOTNA - Th .. visilin~
gov..rnor of Magadan. U.S.S.R ..
told an attentive group of sixth
graders Thursday that true
friendship between their two na-
tions begins in the classroom.

Magadan students sitting
down and talking to Alaska stu-
dents as friends will do more to
wann relations between their
two countries than long talks be-
tween politicians. said Gov.
Vyachelsav Kobets.

Those talks are productive. he
said. "but the most important
meetings are with the children."

Kobets spoke to Larry
Rockhill's sixth-grade class at
Soldotna Elementary, a sister
school to his own alma mater,
Magadan No. I.

Students from the two cities
have been exchanging letters for
the past three years. Through the
week-long "Soviet-American Re-
union." me two cities were fi-
nally ahle to exchange students
as well.

Three Soldotna students
traded places with three Maga-
dan students for the week, giving
the children in Rockhill's class-
room a personal lesson about
their neighbors across the Bering
Sea.

"Mostly I learned that they're
just kids, same as us," said Day-
mon Doshier. "I didn't knnw
what to expect."

"You expect them to be a lot
different than thev reallv nre."
Amanda BUJ(gaddeo. .

"They're fun to be around,"
said Mike Leach. "I expected
them to be more down to earth,
more serious."

"I just like 'em. I reallv like
'em and I don't want to see them
go," Matt Hobbs said.

Kobets, however, gave the
students some hope that they
would meet again someday. The
governor, a mining PItRineer be-
fore entering politics, brought
the students gilts or cut and pol-
ished rocks from Magadan.

Magadan students take part in
searching for new minerals in
the region each year, he told the
Soldotna class. Perhaps. he
hinted. Alaska students could
someday join the Magadan stu-
dents in collf'<'ling the rocks.

Teen-agers from Nikolaevsk,
the village of Russian-speaking
Old Believers n..ar Horner, acted
as interpreters for Ihr. students

Kobets and an entourage of
Soviet, American. and Japanes ..
reporters toured Nikolaevsk ear-
lier in tne day. find in!!:11 rri..ndlv
~ec:~ti"~ from the \";Il;l\wrs who



Thank you, Valentina
our insight helps bridge the gap between two not-50-different lands
n Into a years in college. Like many ex-
nearly periences in life, I didn't know
sweet- why I was doing it. Maybe I was
e. curious because I loved Russian
s?unds literature and music. As they say
It s be- In the Soviet Union. "Who
g Rus- knows? Only God knows"
'm told .
ctured AlthouR!J f eventually spent a

few weeks in the Soviet
Union in the mid-'70s, os-
tensibly speaking Rus-
sian most of the time for
collpge credit, it was
nnthinglike having a noo-
English-speakmg house
l!Uest for eiRht days.

That said, I would Iik..
to introduce you to my guest. Va-
lentina Davidovna Golubchikova
- which loosely translated might
mean In English: Valentine
daughter of David, last nam~
Da~linll' You wiII be reading her
byhne In The Times within a few

c: l.~'_._'"
.IIDOI
~ TO THE ':i'VfUI.
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ossing
e border
Soviet talks to begin
N TETPON
s reporter

awaited talks to allow Alaska Eski-
their Siberian rel"tivps to again

ch other's homelands. are set to
ere Thursday, Alaska Sen. Frank
ski announced at a press conference

Eskimos from both
nations last sailed
across the interna-
tional dateline with-
out restriction In
1948, when the onset

..- .' of the Cold War
- closed the borders of

each nation.
"When you're only

2"" miles apart, it
-r' shouldn't take 40

years" to become
friends, Murko'nki
said.

The two nations
k Mur1<owsItI are separatpd by Ipss

than three miles of
ng Straits between Li ttle Diomede
Diomede. The smaller i,I:\Od. a tiny
hamlet, is in Alaska, while the
e is a Soviet militnry outpost.
wskl said Native villagers [rom
• Gambell and Nome will meet in
e with representativ~s o[ the U.S.
partment and the Soviet Union to

a re-uniflcatlon plan [or Yupiks
int Lawrence Island and Little
and their kinfolk in Siberia.
Eskimos said they would like the
compact to closely resemble an

~rgott,:n1938 U.S.-Soviet agree-
Ich said Alaska and Siberian Na-

""' .. _-- ..... DDnQ (':·1. BORDER

week.s; she has aRreN 10 writ .. a
.guest article for us.

MeptinR this channing red-
haired woman. whose sparkling
green eyes are the color of apple
Jade, has been oothing short of
extraordinary.

The first day with Valentina
was scary, My Russiao was
about at a 3-year-{)ld's level. By
the second day, I had skipped a
few years to a S.year-{)Id's level.

By the fourth day, I was speak-
ing like an s.year-old. And today,
my seventh day. I've probably
hit a plateau at about age 10. It's
mce to be young aga in. but let
me tell you - such a growth
spurt IS exhaustmg.

Valentina is the editor of a
magazine called "Severnye Prns-
tory" ("Northlands") which is
published six times a vear in
Moscow and read by about 90,000
people living on the "north
sl.ope" of the SO\ '''I Union and in
SIberia. "It was born ,,[ peres-
troika." she said of her publica-
lion. Now only three vears old
the magazine's circulation ha~
doubled in the last yea r.

In the arctic region and Si.
beria, there are 26 indigenous
tnbe~ of natives peoples, each
WIth us own unique cultural her-
Itage. Valentina's mission is to

See Valentina. page E·5

Conttnued from pap E·l

expose the social problems of
these people to help them find
pride and dignity in their own
cultures. There is a lost and con-
fused generation of native peo-
ples in the U.S.S.R.• just as we
have in the Umled States. [
learned.

At an .extremely interesting
press semmar Wednesday night,
Valentina explained with great
emotion that she came to Alaska
as one of the 90 visiting Soviets to
!Int1 answers to her country's
problems WIth cultural displace-
meet, She thought that since we
had solved such problems. she
would be able to study our solu-
nons. What she found instead,
she said, was the tact that we
have not - as a people and as a
government - come 10 tenos
with such problems either. Her
revelation has been thaI, essen-
tially, both counmes are in the
same boat with such problems.

It's one world, she continued
her voice filled with passion. and _
Just as there is an ecological bal-
ance WIthwhich we must be con-
cerned. there is also a symbiotic
relationship between cultures.

Her short speech was enor-
mously moving to me - and I
think IJ?/)lany in the audience.

Her message earned a warn-
in~;.lt.'1e~"\iIon·t act quickly to
P'l''f'dll ~,,!!=g environment
lOr lllGlgenous people - whom
we have displaced - it may be
too late for them and tor us.

"It takes genius to live in the
far north." she said, and for that
reason it should be treasured.
Should just one of those gene
pools be Jost. talW1,gWith it all the
~CCumuJaled knbWledge of its
OlStOry,:..:e<et!lW!~ld WIll be
lmpovensned:--she said:

Listemn,. to her helP;edme put
.:fr~:l" .

Valentin" Golubchikova. !
". 'it's one world'

into perspective many things and
can finned some of my own be-
lie(,s',Those of you who read this
cotumn reguiariy already know :
wnat I mean. It's very hard for i
me to put this into words. but I'll \
try.

We cannot separate visual art,
mUSIC.aance and literature -
those things about which you
read every Sunday 10these pages'
-trom our daily lives. No people.
can aifom '0 do that because.:
.these lhin~ are mtegral to our.'
numaruty. They make us whar
we. are - whether our skins aJ'lt'
white. black. brown: whether we.,
speak English. R\ISSIllII or' -i
Yupik; .....hether we carve ivory. I

Or palllt 1I1 watercolor: whether
·.veslnll or play flutes Drdrums. ./,.

We are ·111 one in one very-
small wont:.

Cachenne Stadem
Timesans~tpr ..

is

BORDER: U.S., Soviets to begin talks'Thursday~"
I Continued from Page C·1 I
t1ves could visit settlements
on each other's shores with
little restriction.

Until 1948. Alaskans
wanting to visit relatiVes in
Siberia were issued certifi-
cates by U.S. authorities -
most of whom were U.S.
Department of Indian Af-
fairs employees - that slm·
ply said who they were.
where they came from. their
occupation and their place of
residence.

But Murkowski. noting'
times have changed since
then. said travel require-
ments hetween Alaska and
Siberia could be more com-
plicated than that.

A U.S. Customs point of
entry, most likely in Nome.
would require more travel
documentation than just a
list of people wanting entry
to Soviet territory,

He said he saw no real
need for visas and passportS
for the Eskimos. however.

An Alaska Yupik who
said· he used to watch Eski-
mo whale boats set out to
the Siberian coast when he
wu a child. ecl10ed the sena·
tor's remarks.

"We been visiting each
other since time immemori-
al," said Tim Gologergan. a
69-year-{)ld Saint Lawrence
Islander now living in
Nome.

Gologergan. in Anchorage
to meet Siberian Eskimos
visiting Alaska with a Sovi-
et delegation this week. said
islanders from Saint Law-
rence used to go to Siberia
every summer in 30-foot
whaling boats that were
powered by sail.

"Then the U.S. said no
mo",." he said.

Gologergan also said he
would like to see reiations

between the two powers nor·
malized to \1)!l point where it
is possible··"to give and re-
cei VI' home-crafted gifts
made from. .pr exampie.
wtirus- tuskS~ z,~

But tl1aC~ may not be
possibf~ -according to Mur-
kowski. ''The (federal) Ma·
rine Mammal Act doesn't al-
low that," he said.

Yupiks also want to be
ahle to take Native food
across to their relatives in
Siberia. and to bring Siberi-
an ¥upik food back. )leither
country allows it now.

Caleb Pungowiyi, a )lao
tive leader from Nome, will
head the eight-member nego-
tiating team for the Yuplks.
Pungowiyi recently returned
from a trip to Siberia, where
he met many of the Siberian
Natives now visiting An-
chorage.

"We'll try to make it as
simple as possible." Pungo-

wiyi said .
Kiril Valeninovich Kas-

satkUV:.ll.A"'iIiformation aide
In the U.S,~,~Ministry of
F~.Alfairs, will lead a
nin~member. ~et delega-
tion. ~~~- ;;t~;--

John 'Herbst. deputY di-
rector of Soviet affairs for
the U ,S. State Department.
will represent the United
States in the talks.

Murkowski said the state
of Alaska and an aide from
his office also will partici-
pate.

The delegates also plan to
discuss establishing a bilat·
eral border commission to
help ease U.S. relations with
the Soviets, Murkowski
said.

The commission would
handle inadvertent border
crossings. fishing boats·
blown off course and people
who walk over to the Soviet
side from Little Diomede.
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.~iko'u ...sk priest Kondraty fefelov Thursday opened the village church to allow photographs io be taken of the treasured religious icons,

Old and new embrace
Old Believers open Nikolaevsk church to Soviet visitors

By JOE HUNT
na-_

NIKOLAEVSK - Russian-speaking
Old Believers in this small Kenai
Peninsula village sIIun politics as a
matter at principle just as the com-

munist government they fled years ago
sIIunned religion.

:'vforethan 60 years atter thousands at Old
Believers fled religious persecution in
RUSSIa. old-time RUSSllII1 Orthodox religion
and new-wave Sovtet politics met without
fantare or malice Thursday in Nikolaevsk.

A group at nine Soviet visitors. enthusias-
tic about the common language and helita~
they shared. warmly embraced the commu-
nity. In return, they received a cordial butGov. vvachestav Kobets. left. and Deacon P~ul fefelov

tempered welcome trom community lead-
ers. who said mey en joyed hearing the pure
Russian ~ spoken by their visitors.
Paul Fetelov, a churcI1 deacon dressed in

a black cassock. walked side by side througl1.
me center at this one-street Alaska village
WIth Vyacheslav Kobets. governor at Soviet
Magadan Temtory. It was a first tor Niko-
laevsk and a rare welcoming from a [own
that. as a matter of religious pnncrpie, likes
to keep to Itself.

"I (didn't) think they would be able to
come to our village," said Stan White. an Old
Believer and teacher from Voznesenlul. 0.. '
of five religious settlements in me Kache-
malt Bay area. White is a coilege-educated

See Nikolaevslt, pap A·7
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skan wno mamed imo the vrl-
)0 and adopted the ways of the
Believers.

\.t the other villages. h.e sard,
vtsnora would be Ignored by
se more strict among the Old
levers. 'out not because they
~ to be from the Soviet
on.
'They wouidn't welcome re-
ten and OULSlde groups of any
a. generally," he saIC1.
-tcwever. elden m the Old Be-
;ers churen practice East-
st diplomacy. even though
y abhore the politics Ulvolved.
a rare move that surprised
ae longwne resK1ents of the
llJ1lunlty. the SoVletS and aC4

npanymg repone" were en-
ngea to tour the churdl and.
e pilotOjp'llpils of the sacred
osinllde.
~ldBell..,.". feel that a pl1o-
rapt! of the ~year-old rell-
us relics is as sacred as the
noS themselves. Non-believers
l't treal the photos with
!per reverence. said a sur-
sed Steve Fefelov.
"They get dropped on the
)T and wailc.ed on. [['S like
!king on an icon," he said..
\! ~ on a cross in any
erchUl'tJ'_"
Ibe viJ.1age pnest. Fatber
.tdtatY Fefelov. appeared
newhat uneasy Wlth his deCi-
n. but eX'DWDed tbat he
Dted to send a message. Per-
:>s. he saJd.. the photographs of
, church will show SoVIets ev-
!Where how a relilPon sup-
ssed in Russla can l10urish in
ree land.
~oments before. Father Fefe-

had. dellected questIons on
,itics from SoVIet joumaJists
D IllteMewe<1 him IIIfront of a
evision camen.. "What do you
nk of perestrotka," they asked
:'l in RUSSIan,
Bob Moore. the schaol. pnnci-
l. interoreted his aruJWer. "We
11'[ ·woiTv about those kind. of
ngs." Moore Interpreted. "We
lve that to _God.. W'hatever is
iWIU,"

Paul FetelaY, me church dea·----~--
~red the same question .. ,I see
elolIl!g: [he cnurch and helpmg
people there." he said.
'But. tilev asked for mv deii-
on of perestroika, nat m·yfeel-
i," he said later. "1 have mv
1 ieelin~. but I don't want to
una polities. 1shun politics as
eh as 1can."
fhe eiders In Nikolaevsk pUr
red a square mile section of
1emess 25 nules nortn of
:hemak Bay in 1967, It was

latest in a long stnng of
ves that brougllt them around
world in search of a home-

1 wnere children could be
;ed without the retilPous mtol·
nee of commwtism or the
lIling influence of modem
llzanon.
:'heir strugie actually began
:le 165(8 when the RUSSIanPa~
ch Nikon issued malar re-
M in the RUSSWl Orthodox

Church. Rather than acceet a
change III their reugroe. illey
chose excommurucancn from
the cnurcn and even death. Thou-
sands committed SUICide. ,-\5
many as 15 million termed their
own order and became the Old
Believers.

TOday, an estimated three
million Old Believers remain.
scattered. in settlements arounc
the globe. The stones at ;..Iiko-
laevsk fanulie9 are typical of oth-
ers arounc the world.

Threatened W1th jail and har-
assment bv the new commwust
government. they left RUSS1& In

the 1920s. crossed the Sunlpcha
River. and settled in Mancnuna
in northeast China. After 26 ~
years in China, me Old Believers,
wary of commwusm, chose to
move again, They went on to
Hong K~ and then to Brani.
wnen!! poor crope and tears of a
leftist government apia forced
them to leave.
One group of Old Believers

moved to O~ but there tney
faced another problem. Civtliza·
Han - televIston. radios. and
rock 'n' rnU - threatened to rob
their children of traditions kept
inract over cenmnes and. thou-
sands of mJles.

The answer. some SIJl1. was to
look towartl AJasKa,

A smaU party of Old Believer
men walked every square foot ot
the land a10~ the Nann Fork of
the Ancnor River anc1 bougnt It

from the state in 1967. ~ey
named their new hOmeianci alter
St. Nicholas. The foUowmg year
theY moved north and cleared
the ·Iand. opened up croae roads,
built a church. and slowly movea
their children from tents UltO
Simple 'oox-style homes. They
eventually latd theU' 01Nn pipe.
bnn~ runnullJ water to tne
houses from an anesWl well.

The villalJe of about 400 IS a
sUrnn'l: compronuse between r.ne
moaem and the tnlditionai. Even
in roral Alaska. clviliZauon ca.n-
not be kept at bay. Now - With a
smte-mamtalned roaC1. ~Iectnc-
icy anQ a modem new scnooi -
chan~ ISrneVitable.

Some. iike the families of ~i-
kolaevsk. accept some mooem
inlluence. Others were less toler·_ .. -- --_.-
laevsk. estaoushin'!:-less accessi-
ble r.:ommuroues :n me J.rea.
such as Vomesenka. ~cnemaK
$elo. and Razaolna.
"Do you feel oressurea bv the

surrouOOtng po?wauanT' a S0-
viet reponer askea Paul Fefelov,

"It's a tittle bit crowded now,"
me deacon answered. "~Ut '.'Ie

are setf-suificient."
"Could you go farther?" an-

other asked..
"I'm not sure. mayoe we

coutd go to Sibena." he Joked.
The small. boxy homes of :-li-

kolaevsk may be remllUSCent of
Siberia on the outslQe. but they
are thoroughJy 20th centurY In-

Side. Families own microwaves.
televtSlOO5.and radios. An over-
s1%eC1 sateUite dish outside the
school contrastS With the Slmale
surroundimp of the community.
A mdlion-dollar bOat factor'\' em-
ploys abOUt 15 vtl.la~. men

ii!.;';""I!iIII!!i"",...-"";""-~---- -~l' ~~:~:~t3~~),l~;e:e=
~unioooKS as lO:lflS. Thev .....ere
;'jst'as ea~r to r@!um the favor,
,lskmq If they could send Russan
,eXUXXlI(S and magaZ1tle5 to the
scnooL

-\ few of the journalisU
handed out RUSSWl coms aDD
lacel pIllS to the schOOlc:hlidreD..
The kinship of hentage wu
there. but they we~ not as f~
Ilv, 3ald Lanssa lhirkoYa. a
{ransiator for Gov. Kobets.

·'We are very different now."
she said. "But something IS tber8
that unlte5 us. our history. our
langualJe. our appearance."

For KobetS. it was a Vf!rY
emotionaJday. "I haveverydMp
iei!lin~. a's' hard to say 11 III
words.

"The soul of a RUSSWl penaa
IS never broken U\ spite of ~
!1aroshlp5 and problems. The
~usslan people have no haaet:i
'oward each oUter.
..')Je had a goad talk. I think

·...e'll become good trienc1S,"

y
I

through the winter and produces
a dozen 4O-100tand .(l.·foot tishmg
boats each year.

The walls lJ151de the small
boat.bwldinlii!: plant are caverea
With colorful posters teawnng
blonde beauties weann~ bikims
and promotlnlJ Buciwetser, Lo-
wenbrau and Makita tools.

Young boys. c1ressea in color-
fully embroidered rubashkas or
shins, were mtenuy playtng taos-
ball in the school dunng the So-
vIet visit. eaSily stippm~ between
RUSSian and En~ush as they
ialked.

amed a a.-avera~e dunng twO
::ears at the t,;rnvern~ ot Alaska
Anchorage. He has traveled ex-
tenslvelv m ....ISIt other Old Be-
liever communltles In a.LI comers
of the world.

He said he's concerned to-
dav's ch11dren are not leanunli!the Independence he !earnea.
~OSt of the bovs todaV, he said.
don't even know now to set a
trap.

. "I've aiways thou~t that If (
didn't grow uo the way [ did. I
could have been like anv other
kid in the U.S.... :=efelovsau1.

"Kids growing up now are
growmg up a lot different t.'1an [
did. I'U tell you thaL" sa.td SteVe
Fefelov. a z&.year-old "Nho
crosses from the old to tile new.
generation. Though he was com
in Brani. he grew up dunng tne
years In which :-likolaevsk was
transtonned from an ISOlated
wudemess settlement mto a
commwuty With ail the amenI-
tIes.

The younger Fetelov received
an elgoth-g:rade educauon III me
·.ll1alie. but successfully marnt-

Hopefully, he said, the ~
gual lessons tau~t III school Will
help the younger generauon keep
the traditions alive. That'S
what'S really Important to the
elders. he said, In Oregon's W~
lamene Valley, the young Old
Believe" can't even speak R~
sian. Fefelov sard,
The modem scncct, whicb

now anchors the commuruty.
teaches tn both RUSSWl and Eng-
usn, Fifteen of the school's 112
students are not Irom the t~
uies ")f Old Believers, but thole
children are equaily intent !Xl

learning RUSSWl. according to
Moore. the school's pnnclpal.

Two of the four ;..Iikolaevsit
graduates last year are auendinl
the Univer.nly of Alaska Fatr-
banks. Moore said, adding .•~
percent's not bad,"

The Soviet journalistS were
not shy lD their cwiOSlty. They
asked about mamage of the
young girts. how they avotd pro!>
lerns of incest. and it they have
any Geslre to return to Russw..
Girls 11\ [he commwuty tenG to

marry young. Paw Fefel.ov toAd
the RUSSians. often by the time
they're 15 years oid. ".\ lot de--
perKIS on lemptanons:' he saui.
"They tend to get UI trouble and
that sort ot thtnlJ before they get:
mamed."

~en often have to go to other
VIllages to Hnd a 'Nlfe. The
church has smct rules apmsl
marrymg W1Uun the farruly. he
5a.u1 A couple must be separaleG
from kinship by at least SlX Steps..
he said. before a marnap can
iakepiace.
And do they want to ~turn?

Paul Fefelov did return last year
to rake part In tne mdlemum eel--
eorauon of the Ru.s.5Iaft Orthodox
C~urch. It was a gacx1 expen-
ence. he tol4 them, but there's no
reason to move back to Russla.

"~I don't thi.nk there's a desll'e
to move back. but there lS a de-
sire to keeo in contact because
people have many relaUves over
mere." he said. "ana we want to
keep commuzucaung."
"nus is my home," Steve Fe-

felov said when asked the same
question. "'Tllat'S the way I see
It. I've Uved here [00 long to
lea\lenow."

!
.1
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Official: friendship
b('fj ill.~in c1as~roO/11
By JOE IIUNT
T1rTM'S wrt' ..r

SOLDOTNA - 1 h(' vlsili11P.
~ovf'rnnr of Mng..dan. U.S.S R..
told an nttentive glour of sixth
graders Thursday thai trtn-
friendship between their two 11;1-

tious tlCRins ill the d<lS';ltlOI1l.
Milgad;lI1 students silfillp.

down 311ft tafktng 10 Alnska ~11I-
dents [IS Irir-uds will do more to
wnrm rekllhlll!S l>('tWfTlI tlu-i r
two Cllllltlth~<; limn Illll~ (:,II<s hI'
(W('I''' pnlilid:ms. ';:lid 1;11\'

V\"ilt'hds:lv Klll)('ls .
. I hll<::c l;llk.<;me ,)!("Iueth'p, he

~n id. "but thC' 11ll)~1 Iurpurtnnt
meetings atr- with 11,('r-hildrr-n."
Kobets spoke tn L"'Ty

Rockhills slxth-grade class 01
Scldctna Elementary, A sister
school 10 hl~ own alma mater,
Magadan No. 1.

S"ldentc; from the two cutes
have been exchauglug letters for
the P~l.o;tthree years. 1 hroll~h th('
week-long "Sovlrt-AmericBn He-
union," the two cities were fi-
nally anle to exchan~e students
a~wdl.

'1hrre Soldotna· slud('nts
traded places with three MAR"·
dan students for the week, ~Ivlng
the children In Rockhill's class-
room a persona' le~son about
U,elr neighbors across the Rering
Sea.

"Mostly Ile:uned that they're
just kldc;. same MUS," sa.1d Day-
mon Doshier. "I didn't kl1(lW

wh:tt to ('xpec •. "
"You pxpeC'1 lhem 10 be n 101

diHerenl than Ihey r(,<llly "rp,"
Amanda Rug! added.

"rheY'ff' fun III 1)(' nrouml,"
~..1ldMilw Lellch. ,,' ('xpet'h:cl
them to be mOTr dowll In (':11 Ih.
nUll (' !;crlnus."
"I jusl like 'em. 1 reall!' like

'em and I don't wRnt tn s......Ihpm
~n." Matt Hobbs ""Id.
Kobets, hQ\\'~,'er, gave the

studenls some hope thaI they
would mf'f"'lt ..gain snmetlilY. 1 he
gOVf'nlOr. r\ minln~ enr.incer be-
forr enteril1g IXllltlcs, brollght
Ihe sludrnl<; glH<; of cui and pl1l-
Ished rocks from Mar.ad:m.

Magad.1" studenl.C: take pari In
searching for new Tl1ln~ml~ In
lhe region each ye:u, he told the
Soldoll1rl da~.<: Perhap~, he
hinted, Ahlska !'fudrnls ('flUid
someday join IhfO' Mngad..·ul <:Iu·
,I('uls in col1('c'1ing Ihe rocks.

Teen-agf'rs from Nlkolat'v~k,
the village of Ru<:!'ian·sproaking
OM Belif'v('rs nf'ar lIolTl'"'!f, artcd
:t<: int('rplf'l{ll"!' fOI" 11", ~ludl'''IS.

Kohl:'ts nml 1111 f'lllllUWJ!" of
Sodf'l, ""'t'liran. and Japan, '.'
n'l'lIl I",,: 'fltll I'd Nikol:H' ....sk l';II.
liN in Ih£' day. rimfinp, rl fri('ndly
rccf'rtlc'n 'rnm thf>vil1;ll?cr~ who
(Ird the Soviet Union in (he tn21'"
to avoid religious persecution.

Sovlf'1 sludent Liliana 1sn Alv~ Easl A,,( I
:4R("'IiRh Sf ho01 ~tml('nt Andy Or.1m a I'

Soviet teens
werm to St.11

By Mlcn"FI. "F.AN
llnwt'Wrlttf

Soviet teen-ager Marchels Androllik "';f"
In her English cla~s l\nd daydrroam about AI

She had heArd It WAS cold, so cold Ihal
pr.<Jple were dvln~. But she wn!J not won 1('(1
all, 'Ihe would be rom lOR to Anchort'ge. n c
hl1d he-en lold wns much like Np,w York.

A wl'!ek 880, the l6-year-old Moldavlan, :'
p:mled by ninp. curi'p""lmlS and their teach
out h'll11 KI,c;hlnev on 8 Joumey to dl~u\
lrulh. By tnln, they traveled th.ough Ihe;'
try's vlneyard'l pod orcll:lrds tn Mo~C'ow,
they boarocll nn :tlrllnf'r for A J:l-htM.lr f!
Wa~hlngton, f).C. After two d.."\ys tourinp. 1

lion's capllol, they were Rooard n J6-h(lur '1
Alaska --lhE'lr h(nne fllr thf' nE'Jttthree wee

SC'('Gue~t~. r;Eas! High leacher Michelle Whaley,lell,lalk.lo Soviet leacher Ral••a Mikhal.
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BUSH:
President
makes stop
I Continued from Page A-1 I
manager for Sen. Frank
Murkowski.

Barbara Bush will accom-
pany the president, but is
not expected to deliver any
public remarks, according to
members of the president's
advance team. Air Force
One is scheduled to arrive at
Elmendorf at 9:30 a.m., and
depart at 11 a.m. The presi-
dent's jet is stopping in An-
chorage to refuel, en route
from Washington, D.C., to
Tokyo, where Bush plans to
attend the funeral ceremo-
nies for Emperor Hirohito,
who died last month.

A text of Bush's speech
was not available Monday,
said Bruce Zanca, an assis-
tant White House press sec-
retary. "I expect he will
touch on trade in the Far
East and the Pacific Basin.
Trade issues are an impor-
tant topic with this adminis-
tration."

Zanca said the president
may also discuss what he
hopes to accomplish during
his fi ve-day journey. Bush's
itinerary includes three days
in Japan, where he will meet
with French President Fran-
cois Mltterand and about a
dozen other leaders from
Asia, Europe and South
America .
. Bush is scheduled to

spend Sunday in Beijing,
where he will meet with
Chinese leader Deng Xiaop-
ing. The president will meet
with Korean President Roh
Tae-woo at the Blue House
in Seoul on Mondtiy, and
address the Korean national
assembly, Zanca said.

Air Force One will stop
back In Anchorage on the
return leg Monday, said Zan-
ca, but no public ceremony

'vI~lflanned.
:L;t _ -i.

I .~~~•'. t

.. " 'i' ,.. ,

Anchorage Daily NB'NSIJim laVf~

Service HllIh freshman Kirstein Heyman works In 8
algn-maklng blitz to welcome President Bush.

Half of the 6,600 tickets to
see the president have been
reserved for members of the
military, Heller said. Other
blocks of tickets included
several hundred each to the
municipality and the An-
chora e Chamber of Com-

- " '. - 1-

sealed at 9 a.m., and he
suggested people arrive at 7
to go through the security
checkpoint. Cameras are al-
lowed, he said, but people
should be prepared for air-
port-style security checks.

While there won't be
...}-.:1r:, ~'!rn p sald. there
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Kenai village of OrdBelievers
welcomes some Soviet.guests-
.., LAARY CAUPlInL
C." ~."''''''''·.-:r--' .... ReciOftllJ SrlYid f':Jrenulve enmmjt.

t ... 3M YI(1.ar ilm.koy. ~t'.d ')1 the
..... dIoperttnftlt oi 'he ~"'caaan r~c;nn
puty COIIIIftItlft. ~':lmf! to i'l~ <t p:ln of
!....." Di~·!1 !"AIt.

..tt ID the oiiltnt PO" .,f Aluka "'If
"",a pen of Russian soul." Kobe1:s 'aid.
.'':t'. C1UIW ~n ' •. \~ri<::tn aUSSlln.,
.~ beotauw '\.~ mUJd not ~ISS such an
"",,",,"tty .• ,\'.. hrtd nn '"ff'ott"" tn mAke:::::::n;~::~~.~;,'~~··~.·~;7~~"~t;~·:\~o~

thrr ma .." It pU',..~IIJI~ '" ·.'~n :heir
'rMiUons. :Inti ',-1 \\">nd~r d 'h ..., "~
:GIIII' h40lp.

··.Itt...... ·w· -"'lld, Iwln 'h('m tn I'M!'-

T1,..,...."' rl'IllIlI(irl' ," II!.. \·,I1"/:r it
one f"~T" .. lll:t~r ."'l"itl·t .':'"!M
Whit,.. n.. i, rwt", :1n ()'tf 11.-11:·\"r
m.rrkd to ~ RII"I~I:1nr.hl :n~ hi,
ddltl"'" ~P"tlk Ruuhn 11 evee 4tId
8e1~ rith 'Mlr stri"l h:tdlti"nc_
~ strMlprs 10 I~ir bmillr~. I~
SoYMti: .. ",*,,". "l'h", ran'I III",· 'n-l
~htofrl"'rt!t:l" ... ,,... ..i··',..
S#l~J.~C""l'

T,., t~ \ill:ll~ ('hi .... ''''". lhr -t:n- '.\:'IC

Ilkp • ,...Uon Imon JIi""""1. K;",rtc.
TImllluw :lind "t....tot h.'lldrrl Nit ~"\';'"
r"ftjII .......... ~"lhIl"fhink ..'1~:;:::I~~~;:;;.::~:~·~~'.".:~:::::::t:~;·:·,
f'''~~~I''~ "", .. Mr 1f~,,,No",;f ~~~
O.\·ld Kalucin. Ii. f"dit_ "' II ... t,lll:h
JC~"s tlfk"IItr1.·dl Nrwot II,. w.,~ ;'11, ...
1'1"n"ln. " ~t .. ,~ r,·, hi·' 11' '\'!'r""",
Ilbtout thop T"1~it ,t.. 0:':"'1" I"!" 'h""
I"nuntry. "M ,,;..~•.t·if'h ., .. "'r'
Int: h.-k t .. ~r" ." 'n"·I ..otUII,."

" t:,toUp ('Of 1....n:1l: .. eirlc CIO('O.j '<,
0fW sld~ .-., ...hln,. t-:"'ll:u ..1 M"'h·"",,',' .•
)·roun. ~·toot n' ,..." .."' ....,.d ..II'. -t,.inl!
Inf..,.t~s
"Ue', f"'U1,!'-- sltld "nnll !\f:!".,d'f"t-.

U. "Hp'l • lox_"
T'bfooth40, ,i,b r.iull'd.
To c.",. ..f It... "(lIII'e"" "" .., II...

.....,,",1. dflY .. , ,.",..,,.,:t,. '1·,.... '1 ..... , ,,,,.,
olltsl""'" talkl"!!" ''',ccf:"oll '.' ..,. ~;. ,"
mll<'l ronlllsi""
"WMi-. ~'f' ""u fr'""''' ':lid !I,.."

old Fef".f"l"frk>\·.• ,tklr,. ,,~ :'l p"''',l''t
TM 'rrortrr t .. 1rt hf't :\ " · 4_
K ..,,·. f'1'" ,too.,.. 1.;(""nr"""",.~~ I ''''',,~h' ,....•
R''',I,,"' ,:..:'t "'r" 1'..i"'··,1 l'
Sf>vl"t, ""'n" , .1.... ,,.'1, ll".
F:"Klllh ..

"Yf)U .t,. R"c,i:'ln.· iI"jrt .. ,1 flo."
K""nln. II "YMJ "'~ Y,.,u h,·: .. r"'-'''~
All RU,"i:oMl ha\'" II!"I.'c ........ ·•

I~ bd dGthlJl' of thrr Inhabit_
NIl. n' """ R,IU'." vIII... _lIIfh,,..
1·~","",'ntlm'laUf}ft,lll.
··W. ,.... tIM!! rlylll~th," """In",. "nd

ntOSt til US promot .. Ihh ~ ou,.~v,,"· r..,~Joy "'Id. T1won Iw inltPd.
""1101 ~ _.'11 hlllY.- to ..... ".. 'r"",
this dylIlntkJn 10 Slbcm •. -·

r~ mnn C'Urtl'JUS to the- vHllt.-
"" 1M" tM Snvl~t v'!'Iltn" ..It" the
Ihronr. nf rw.. pl!OPlf! ....ho ouln',",_
tw, ..... I1M' vblUnR dl"'ttart ..... T1W!' S&
\'ifot~ U"""hl It fnr,fOftlbl. In m_t
"""",,.tinb In AI.notk .... :1n<l'''''''h:lftfPfI
..... /\-, ..."'" n""cl.,", "'l'h ,,'''," ""r."",.,,_.11._; 1

"Wt.,., I" 1I1I1"'.lh·I".I"A"""'n···
..I.·;!!'")'''''''~l'OO'i~:')rl'\R'1tI

··WIt:tllto,"", Ihinlt"' iierel,.lh~··
Tl'II' villltJl!"'I"!f "n,.'rnod In f:t1r.II'h

:lftfI Hlt!;ll'.". NTt'",nlN'l.llnll: :III.
"r"",,tMlh Is Ilk.. r<!bulldlnll! fl' "

--:" f ...,.lny 1.ld. ""net It·!'! Jond
thllt "O't ll,.~ hylne ttl Im"n'" ... \''''If

!thl .. lit .. , anet ",,,,,1,,11,,",."
'" fhlnlt It's tul~ Ih"t 'Mr',!" h.-, .....

pld vlIIlll,", PM.,. Kutmln, ""hn ~'ll!'l
mwldfl, nil • &n«It mllne. "H:orf'Y to
1ft I""'. I .ant Ihftl'l to Sft th"t whfOn
t~ ~ heft. th..,. ('lin 11'l('I,'" 10'''',"'''.
NI)lIlIt ... fHon .... Ito th ..r .. ·•

"nothpr VIII.~,.. Bill 0....."".,, ... Ii.
.... ~f.,..v'Silo".I..."
Bodt...... t"lltll :t0lftf! nf ,"'" n.~t

honw.oII In NIIt..III"VIlIt. II..w.~bar" I"
01" •. mM'<"'d to IJflu:1I whoH! M "'IIS
11. I....... to N.... V",k ntv, Ihf'tl 10
Or"l'O". fl.. h '"""" of I'" R;'ot .. in" (lid
8Pl1~. ,". r",,",, !'llilt 1i,,~ in
SlbMi". htrf llnd,,"n,' I",ot , ...., ... , I.. ....,
'h~.

"Com""",I,f! tAil" tn,· ,,.bfl.·" In
SIb.ttll tlinf!' ;t'f!It" JU!'I fC'r " .. lhl,,!!".
Tbal· ... h, Ih9' Ipav~ f!""" .... 'n' .. I
...... hom:' Bndllno,' o:nld.
,,~ cttn,""" widf'. And Jtdffe'd. "But

lhf'!ll.. penplf'. Ihf!'!'f! RUIl':IIt"s. T ........ ":on
visit. firM!'. W.. ·~ AmPf'ic"t!!'!. W~ d''"''
CAft" .. houl It. It "f' Af" 'ri ..noth·, 11'"
OK. "A"""'''f"1I ~nr.t Il'!t OK. Wc PK ..·

NIKOLAEVSK: Old Believers meet Soviet visitors

:.J H...... DevydMo ... It SoY"" In" ..... I'..,
vtelltnlMeNr ....

... NATALYA OAVVOOVA
'Aoscow ' ........ :~•••';=.:,.~

N IKOL,\E':~" - .'.(0", 'han 5It

r~~~··I~~!'·~~~,:.~;~~~o,.".r"k=
Pf!ninSUla :~..., il:l. -!'If' f:ommumsu
and ."l .~.. ". .Jr,r.IY I)rnt .•n
"''Muftir.!! . ,,:,.,-,;,:

::tilt "n ,'::'~:'
':rIl"TN': .1,1"
,I" '1\ •• '-1.,'

·.,·'th "''''''T ,r!::
."ik .. ,:••··:'o(

·-L:"II'·."h:Tl~
:1"r·II',"r- .."cH_

:·lw\····.·,..~

-:-om ....T ·~l.· ;.... . ." ~l:'""a '1m ""11
iln('t' '~l" .,.:...... IU'Uh:d in IN
·.. ·..'cn~~u:T\' :.:•.,., ':Il:'~"n III th" :.la_

'------------._-------------'

L=-~·~.~...i..__~_I
Sfrv .. RI_llIn ",'lurI! "nd 'anl':lJ"Itf'.
Wh, not 1'end ~ • cond 'PM",,", from
the Old 8~1I~ ",,"",,",UIM rtf""
1M: Scmd UnJonr"

~ "l .. ol .... 1r PNPh' .~ !tla"n,,"
Rani ... Orthodo'ta, df'lll't!ftdants "' Ira.
dillonltlisi ... ho npod ~tMon In Itt.
SoYlet Union. Thpy 'p"k hrtth R'H~htn
.nd PAllrllsh. ttn~ Nlrlt:db:t Ideal.
.nd "ruu .... ' Ih ..m" .. lytl':'t "a"inU ..
A ..... rk.M. '""" U .... plltt ,""'" ttltw-.
A~n. to k~ PUf"P Ihtol, ,,.II'!I,",,.
It, MJ!'!tC'JnT":In" tt"'ir 1.... ,lh".
V~t hotth dot-: ..~i.1 " ... ". ,... " " ••

'''''''''," .. It .. lI v '·'MoI.I,,·1 I., .... " 10"', .. 1

lind ''''k '''11:" , ff<Or".1",..
••All In .U. , Ihln" It .. It'!t • nirfl'.'o... k.,. "cht ... 'n_ t,lp ".,. Iftoottt:·

SAid Pllitl " ..,,,If)v. n... vill:tJl'" d.urrh
~n ltnd Oft" OJ' It. 'by'!,! h.,,.
auldPt. '" Ihlnk 1hM- tV'·, .. , .. ,.111' .."r
,.'k@Cf ho", .f! ' I'IIM IfMolTT.
··W.. ""' dtlJ'.f'nlf It. IJ.~ "u, .....

.,. R't.'Islllln!ll a n .. •
'ThP" ~\'Ipt Jl'!IIflfOf"lll Art! "",t,,,,:\

94'nM'nIhH ~Iet d ...... "lk.n hi Aft-
chonI'! Ihl ...... Il '0 dl~""f:lI I ,:",!! :Inri
culturAl ~xdMn"et with AI:t!tlul. " ~
vlpt 1.1 .. lllon ~,p_. .J"" ..n"~:lnd
Ame~n 1V anli ,..,1"' .Itttlrn:llids
crowdpd Into the tin ....... tllml..,,' I ..
doTnIfnf'n1 t.... Ctt'"f'llIs!r>tt.
It ... W"nII and !'!unn!l 'n'''"'':I,

momlnlll:. a. tM Snvh"l~ \~'nlk"" "1""111
tilt! vlllll""'! ,tnel~!'It~ ""'"'r I"lkf'd
_lIh ItU"'tt In I .... !Ida''''l A'm vl~i1Pd
the "IIlIllP'~ ",,1m. 11Mtin"" w",kll. :I
ble ""n-houllP-Iltr b"lIdlnl!: wtwo,,, n_
hnlhl f1bto't:lllu hnIII~. 'n lh .. '''''''n ..''
t~".h.

Thp nut,lde of It...,,. IlItt, ..,.,. ,,,,,,,,,,,I.,O!
OMS In "m"," In ItHo "('II'r:'l1 f'"rt ,."
Runt •. Out I"sldf-. tht'!\:(' hoT.,,," l("JOk
II... AlMrlnn onf'!t •• ·lth nil Ihf! lypi.
cal ~t,. IIvlntt' "'<Im~. TV ~rh "nd
mod~", eler.tt"nl" rf('\"Ir", Ilk .. mir,.., ..
\... v~ ""f'tI•

Y..t Ihf'- P'!ft"I .. r!!m!tln (lId R<!1I~v.
.. "'. "''''' k~ Irrodlllnn",1 ..Inlhlnr. •
hnblb IInri , ..lIel",,,, 1111.·.,ft." lho-



Sheltering the homeless
Shelter inscription: 'Respect the place. Respect each other'
By ALEXANDR BOGOMOLOV
s..-,.-

When I 80 bade to Moecow.
I'll tell my feUow joumaJists
tbIIt I wu in. perhape, the
nonilerDInolIt shelter in' the
wwtd.
Ido _ ~ that sucII a

Visit would be higbly prailed
by tbem. Going around to
sbelten, soup Idtdlens and so
til is CllIlIiderecS. amOlll pro.
feaionala, as a hangover from
tile Cold War era. It's just the
same, I~, for Western
joumallsts in MOKOW to con-
centrate 0IIly on whal they call
"lluman rights <llaidenta."

America is llQ( only poor
pellIIIe: and there is more to Alenndr Bogomolov
tile SovIet Union tban restric· ........ Brother 801> Won
tiOll8 to travel ~ The
prime ~ for me. in ask·
ingmy boR Bob onega to hell)
me visit tile Brotber Francis
SIlelter, wu merely curiosity:
1bia is my first VlSiI to the
UIliter:ISlalea.

ADd It .... a really ~
elqlerMn:e. to see ~ mats
,til the tIoar, a wall separallng
-- /rom temales, peopleIfttdllDs a TV sec and ealing
the remDalIts of the nearby

Roman Call1ollc: hospital's din-
ner.

I teel very softy tor these
people. IVhaI happened to
them? Why are there so many
a1co11ol1c:s, drug addiClS? Why
are there so many naliVa
amqthem?

One unusual thing in the
sheller. to me, was an attitude
towards lite amOlll the guests.

I wu talking to a man ot Ill.

He is thin and pooriy dressed:
his hands are slIaJcing and his
eyesarem.

I asked him if he thougllt his
life was Ii tailure.

H. was honest. and he saKI,
"It's llQ( a tailure. I'"" spent
my Ufe doiIlg whall wanted."
In a way he is happy, waiJ<.

ing ADc:borage in -.reb of raDo
<10m jolla. and living tor two
years in a shelter. I WODder
why be is so c:onteIIt. • •
Iwouldn't say there are 00

homeJ_ people in tile Soviet
Union. But it isn't becaI.- they
c:ao't lind won and a root to
live WIder. As to tile Soviet
homeless - they are called
"displaced" -to my mind.. it's
more a problem of their mar·
~ psycbology, tban of the
economy.

But SliIl, the problem exists.
I woulcl wisII my country to
have more people like Anc:bor'o
age's sbelter dIrec:tor Bob
Eaton to belp them.

There is an inacrtpcion on
the doon ot tile shelter. It
_cia: Respect tile place. Re-
spect eac:h other.
Maybe thaI sbouId bold llQ(

only tor the shelter, bul tor the

EDITOR'S NOTE: Two
visiting Soviet joumaJ-
ists submitted lUTic1M to
The Tunes 011 rbeir oi>
servauons. AleDlJdr SO'
gomoJov writes for ~
vietskaya Rossia. 5ergei
DardyJcin is a statf
writer for Izvestia, the
Soviet governmetJt news-
paper.

Sergei Dardykin
.•• lomom>W's rulity

'.riel Unioo. access to a tI'ar& I

Pacific tiber OOliC "oh!~ !n ".
change for llSt..,~ ':: :~~~ -;: :>
breakin~ car:1J ;::i)~.'" .....~..
far nonn siuOOlOll rour~ [0 (oe
EW'aSIlUIiancma;"~3 ..
Why sbouidn't American

compllllies be pennitted to~',,..
take goods from the Bermg ,
sea 10 Europe by tbe 00l'lbenI

seaC.......... U

By SERGEI DAIlDYKIN-The flnt tourist airtIne
mglll between AIasIta aIlll ClJu.
kolka may mairIl regular ser-
vice pmRble. Hartlon have
opeDed tor WllII from boch na-
tions. TeIep/lone, telegrapb,
and pOlItai service also os pro.
jec:ted.

But tile relatiOll8 that are-
leading to these c:oatlIClS are
nol comiDg througb ~,
Wasbington or New yen..
AU lbelIe matters were D

cussecI at business rneetiDp
held Iasl week with leaders and
businessmen trom the Maga-
dan region and AIaslca. Wbal
will the outcome be? Are these
just fantastic dreams, or are
they lomOrroW's reality - the
firSt step from which tile rest
will foUow?

As a pnvale citizen aIlll as a
press correspondent on Soviel
American reJatiOll8 in recenl
years, I don'l see anytbiDg un-
realistic in the project ot Una·
laska Mayor Paul Fuha.

(Fults has pf'OllC*l1 a joint
venture thal-would give the So-

entire planet.
The Slale of our ecology and

the stOClqliIes ot Wl!lIptIlS reonect our tallure to respect the
place and each other. Wbal
shall we do?
:'vIaybe it would be .-fuI to

ask Bob Eaton?

___ 7'. __ ....., ..-, -_._--==p. -----

Companies: U.S., Soviet ties
Cantiaued lrom pqe B-1

sea route? In return. the Soviet
Union receIves modem com-
municauoll5 SYStems lor the
Soviet Far East. acconling to
the conditions ouUined by
Fuhs.

Although the Magadan re-
gion is very large. its repre-
sentatiVe delegation does not
have the authority to resolve
this question. It is essential
thaI such dec:isions are made
at the Moscow governmenl
level. And It AIasIta Airlines is
interested in direCt air connec·
tions with the Chukolka Penin-
sula for tounsts. it will also

. have to get pennlSSlOO - from
WaabiDgton.

The desires and ettons ot
tbe local aulllorilies and busi-
~ people are leeding 10 an
era ot normal ee:ooomic rela·
tilIns. But il is up to Moscow
and WubiDgton to improve the
political climale for such reIa·
tioIIs, just as they are partnerS
in talks relating to the de-
c:reue in armaments. This will
lead to good and close neigh-
boriy relaoons in the narrow
strip of the Benng sea.

NOl as quickly as we need,
but we are slowly beginning 10
leam a common polilical lan-
guage. Together we can counl
tnisailes and nuclear war·
bads, as was done in the sue·
c:esafuI rslizalion ot the inler·
medialHUge nuclear tnisaile
treaty. With tanks, airp1aDes
and artillery in Europe - aU
that is called conventional
weapons - il is a little more
dlffic:ult. but even bere you can
see progress. Even in sucb a
delicale area u human rigIIts.
our offi<:ial represmltatM!S
have gmgerIy opened mutUal
diIcussions. And the messages
earned in mass media clIange
in respolIIe 10politics.

As far as I can judge In rela·
lion to the American press. dls-
sident. aIlll VlSll problems In
the SoVIet Union no longer
seem 10 be the maul themes.

just as my colleagues wriling
aboUt America 00 longer locus
pnmarily on till! problem ot
unemploymenl in America.

Both we, the Soviet Union,
aIlll you, here inAmerica, have
our problems. BUI oow people
in both countries receive the
full, laaual and mulli<Olored
picture, and 001 just the black·
and-while lacts they received
previously. To see one's own
problems. aIlll to tty to under·
stand tboee 01 others, is the
tOWldation of communication.
In the ec:onomi<: field, we

~ matters in various
I.aDguages from the OUtlet. For
many AmenClUl busineSSmen
who atteDded aemman til S0-
viet ec:momic:s beld at the
Egan Center WedIleIday. it
was news that there are no du-
ties impoeecI on goods im-
ported into the Soviet Union.
Soviet mercbanl specialists
wtlo brougbt their goods to
Amenca for the first lime on a
trial !lUis mew well that the
U.S. employs a system in
wltich some natiOllS enjoy fa·
vored-nation status, which we
in the Soviet Union do not
enjoy.

I do nol yel know how Fuhs'
idea will be received in Mos-
cow. But I also do not know
how it will be received in
Washngton.

Wbal It one ot the com!»
nents 01 a communic:ation sys-
lem tor the Soviet Far East
was found to fall within the list
ot goods allowed into the na-
tions of the Commmunity lor
Multllli EcoDomic AssisWIc:e.
and it was prohibiled from
being delivered into the Soviet
Unillll for "stralef!lC reuons?"
OltIy when the rslizalion ot
such projeCtS is no longer be-
tIolden 10 the military and the
dec:islon-malliDg politicianS.
will the U.S.A. and the U.S.S.R.
be able 10 proceecl beyllllcl the
tramework of the re5lneted
levels of trade we have seen 10
elate.

The traditional thinking

with respect to mere "buying
and selling" gives us only lim-
ited possibilities. either for fu-
ture contaCts between our two
COlltltries as a wbole. or for
contae:ts betweell llIYen re-
gions. like AiasIIa and the Ma-
gadan region. There sItouId be
no doubl that A1aska's busi-
nessmen will have little trOUble
tinding commodilies with a big
demand in the SovIet mamr·
ket. but whal will they do with
aU the rubles they earn?

On their first VlSiI 10 AD-
cllorage, Magadan trade or·
ganizations lound people !>ere
literally wailing in line for the
goods they brougbt. But we
must surmise that the AI»-
kaDs mapped up aU our Rus-
sian eu'.flap callll and liDeD ta-
bleclothS 001, by any streteb of
tbe imagination. bec:a.- !beY
had nothing with whic:b 10
cover tIleir ears or tabIeI. but
rather because it is still quite
exotic to discOver sucII Soviet
goods in Alaska.

But what will haflPl!Il wbeD,
sooner or later. something So-
viel is no lonaer exotic.?

Even alter the new ~
menlS ot the last three years -
which have brought what Pres-
ident George Bush in his inau-
gural address called "a new
closeness" between the
U.S.S.R. and the U.S.A. - we
still have nol been so ac:c:us-
tamed (as we are in Anchor·
age) to expressionS like "our
Soviet mends" and "our
American friends." SUCh ex·
pressIllllS have diSappeared
from both our polilical aDd flY-
eryday vocabularies sinCe IOOIl
alter the end of the 5ecaad
World War. In 40 yean we
have IearlIecI 10 prove to our·
selves, to each other and to the
rest 01 the world thaI we couIcI
get by withoUt mulUAicoopera.
non. Tbis was not so diff.c:ult.
It turned oul to be more diffi·
cull to convince ourselves thaI
we could gel along with such
cooperation.
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Presiilent
perks up
Alaskans
By BOB ORTEGA
nmesWrlter

President George Bush's first
visit to Alaska since his inaugu-
ration was long on pomp and cir-
cumstance, and short on *
stance.

That mattered not a whit to
the flag-waving, packed house at
Elmendorf Air Force Base's
Hangar 1 this morning. They
cheered long and loud at every-
thing the president had to say.

Nearly 7,500 Alaskans, mili-

I tary and civilian, gave Bush a
warm greeting during his brief
refueling stop on the way from

• Washington, D.C., to Japan,

on both Alaskan and national is-
sues.

But while Bush did reiterate
his support for responsible oil de-
velopment in the Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge, he did not say
what form his support would
take.

"I know we can and must
develop our energy resources for
the sake of economic develop-
ment .and particularly national
security," he said. "There is too
much dependence on foreign oil
as it is. As a sportsman, with a
love and respect for this coun-
try's unparalleled natural
beauty, I could never support de-

" .. - ~. ---_...:..a ....
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Crossing
the border
U.S.-Soviet talks to begin
By JOHN TETPON
DailyNews reporter

Long-awaited talks to allow Alaska Eski-
mos and their Siberian relatives to again
visit each other's homelands, are set to
begin here Thursday, Alaska Sen. Frank
Murkowski announced at a press conference
Tuesday.

Yurl

~~
I
I

Eskimos from both
nations last sailed
across the interna-
tional dateline with-
out restriction in
1948, when the onset
of the Cold War
closed the borders of
each nation.

"When you're only
21J2 miles apart, it
shouldn't take 40
years" to become
friends, Murkowski
said.

The two nations
Sen. Frank Murkowskl are separated by less

than three miles of
the Bering Straits between Little Diomede
and Big Diomede. The smaller island, a tiny
Eskimo hamlet, is in Alaska, while the
larger one is a Soviet military outpost.

Murkowski said Native villagers from
Savoonga, Gambell and Nome, will meet in
Anchorage with representatives of the U.S.
.State Department and the Soviet Union to
establish a re-unification plan for Yupiks
from Saint Lawrence Island and Little
Diomede and their kinfolk in Siberia,

Alaska Eskimos said they would like the
proposed compact to closely resemble an
almost forgotten 1938 U.S.-Soviet agree-
ment, which said Alaska and Siberian Na-



Journalists to discuss glasnostI Two Soviet journalists and two Anchorage
journalists will discuss "Glasnost and the Soviet

'

Media: How it's Changing," at the University of-
Alaska Anchorage Wednesday. -

Howard Weaver, managing editor of the Anchorage

IDaily News, will moderate the panel. Anchorage
participants will be reporters Hal Bernton of the
Anchorage Daily News and Daniel R. Saddler of theIAnchorage Times.

The Soviet representatives will be journalists

Iparticipating in the Soviet-American Friendship
Week. The Alaska Press Club and the Westmark
Hotels will host a reception following the panel

I
discussion.

The free public discussion will begin at 7:30p.m. in
the UAA Arts Building Recital Hall. It is sponsored
by the UAA departments of foreign languages,
political science and journalism and public
communication and the Alaska Press Club. For more
'information, contact Cindy Luckie at 345-5825or John
Tichotskyat 786-7701. .



Soviet traders hit a snag
owlet tells lawmaker. to forget stereotypes

By DAVID POSTMAN
caDy News reporter

JUNEAU-~s-
lators were told Tuesday
they would have to forget
their stereotypes of the Sovi-
et Umon if they are serious
about !Jnproving relations
with. and making money
from. the Soviet Far East.
The message came from

Vyacheslav Kobets, goyer-
nor of "'the Soviet Mag~dan

:rH~~~: ~~~~stb~~~
stereotypical for a Soviet
officialin its length - really
long - and its substance .-
not much.

Stereotypes die hard. "I
knew they were the real
thing when after they were
introdu~ed they clapped for
themselves." said Rep. Fritz

The ASSOQlaled Pless
GOY. Steve Cowper t~If<$ with journalist Vaslly PeskoY and Guennadi Alferenko.

at customs
Visit organizers look for way
to meet tariff requirements
\ By HAL BERNTON
Daily News reporter

The Soviet delegation that
arrived in Anchorage Mon-
day brought 3 tons of handi-
crafts and dreams of con-
verting the merchandise into
coveted U.S. dollars

But they were unprepared
to deal with the U.S. Cus-
toms Service. That meant .-
glasnost or no glasnost -
the goods were subject to
huge tariffs because the So-
viet Union has not been
granted favored nation trad-
ing status.

To free the goods the So-
viets found they would have
to pay - or post bond for -
more than $100,000, accord-
ing to Duane Oveson, dis-
trict customs director.

U.S. sponsors of the dele-
gation, here on a goodwill
and trade visit, were

stunned by the magnitude of
the Soviet imports.

"This showed us that the
Soviets are ready and will-
ing to deal in a major way in
these types of things," said
Dave Cannon, project direc-
tor for the state Chamber of
Commerce's Siberian Gate-
way project.

On Tuesday, Cannon
joined with the Soviets,
Alaska Sen. Frank Murkow-
ski, the state Office of Inter-
national Trade and other
groups in a last minute-
scramble to get the goods to
the Egan Center in time for
a trade show scheduled for
today.

By Tuesday evening, the
bail-out effort appeared al-
most complete.

The plan called for a

Please see Back Page, TARIFF
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The Soviet Union and

many Eastern European na-
tions, Peerce said, still are
considered unfavored na-
tions and their imports to
the U.S. are taxed at much
higher rates than those from
the rest of the world.

Silk fabrics of favored na-
tions, for example, are taxed
at 5 percent of their value,
Peerce said; The same prod-
ucts brought in from the
Soviet Union are taxed at 90
percent of value.

Those tariffs create a ma-
jor obstacle for Alaska-Sovi-
et trade, said Sam Salkin,
president of Alaska Com-
mercials Co., a chain of
Alaska mercantile stores
that has considered import-
ing Soviet goods.

The Soviets must be will-
ing to sell their products at a
price that - even after the
addition of tariffs - is still
competitive on U.S. mar-
kets, Salkin said.

As of late Tuesday, Salkin
was huddling with Soviet
trade officials to try to help
get the trade show off the
ground.

"What I'm trying to do is
not get terribly bent out of
shape about this," Salkin
said. "My view is, let's view
this as an object lesson in
how to resolve (trade) issues.
We have an opportunity to
learn from each other."

ARIFF: Steep for the 'Soviets
I Continued from Page A·1 I
bonded broker hired by the
chamber to import the
goods, said Oveson. The bro-
ker will be responsible for
making sure that full duty is
paid on all goods sold at the
trade show, but won't have
to pay any duty on unsold
goods returned to the Soviet
Union, he said.

The bail-out plan was
greatly complicated by the
Soviet's inexperience with
customs regulations.

"Tariff law is set up by
Congress and says, basically,
everything that comes into
the United States cannot
come in without basic docu-
mentation," said Jon Peerce,
another customs official. All
shipments require detailed
invoices listing the contents
of all boxes and the price of
each item.

Cannon said he tele-
phoned Moscow several
weeks ago to warn a Soviet
official about customs re-
quirements, and tl~e heavy
duties. These duties often
run 90 percent of the item's
value. And he said he re-
quested a merchandise list
be sent in advance of the
delegation, so an Anchorage
broker could begin the work
with the Customs Service.

The list never arrived,
and when the delegation ar-

rived, they had 115boxes of
merchandise with no prices
and only a rough list of
contents. To make matters
worse, the lists were written
in Russian.

"We don't read Russian,"
said Oveson.

The list of goods includes
linen table cloths, ,baby
clothes, wooden spoons, as-
sorted crafts and paintings.
A separate collection of fine
crafts will go on display at
the Anchorage Museum of
History and Art, Cannon
said.

The list had to be trans-
lated and the Soviets had to
figure out how much the
goods were worth in U.S.
dollars, Oveson said. That
task was complicated be-
cause Soviet rubles can't be
converted into dollars, so
there is no U.S. standard for
equating values.

Dollars are scarce in the
Soviet Union. And the visi-
tors lacked enough cash to
make an up-front payment
on the $100,000 tariff, Can-
non said.

The U.S. system of tariffs
was developed in the '30s,
according to Peerce, then
gradually lowered for many
nations as the free trade
ethic took hold in the post-
war era. But that ethic has
never extended to the Soviet
bloc.
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By LARRY PERSIL Y
Associated Press

JUNEAU Gov. Steve
Cowper and Soviet officials say
they are not satisfied with the
progress made toward in-
creased cooperation and visita-
tion between Alaska and the So-
viet Union.

They want more.
"As for the development of

.our relations, 1 will not make a
mistake if 1 say . . . we did
many good things, but we're not
satisfied ... we could do much
(more) in order to make our
original contacts more fruitful,"

said Vyacheslav Kobets, gover-
nor of the Magadan Territory in
the Soviet Far East.

Kobets spoke through an in-
terpreter at a press conference
in Juneau. '

"I have more hope for our
children," Kobets said. "I would
hope in 10years the borders be-
tween our two states would be
secured only by friendship."

Cowper said more needs to
be done to establish trade, tour-
ism and cultural exchanges be-
tween Alaska and the Soviet
Union.
"It won't be the easiest thing

Trade5how
exhibits spirit
of enterprise

By DANIEL R. SADDLER
Times Writer

Alaska's efforts to boost Soviet trade are off to
an unexpectedly quick start, as a planned "mini-
trade show" of goods from Moscow and Magadan
has mushroomed into a two-day show and sale of
three tons of goods. .

But for most of Tuesday it looked like the first
shipment of Soviet goods was going to be stopped
at the gate.

Organizers of the visit of 90 Soviets to Anchor-
age this week had expected the trade officials to
bring a few cases of goods for a small show at the
William A. Egan Civic & Convention Center.

But they were amazed to learn Tuesday that the
Aeroflot jet was loaded with 6,000pounds of goods,
including linens, tableware, fur hats and clothes,
ornamental objects, and 40,000 books of picture
postcards, according to a freight manifest.

"We had no idea they brought this much stuff,"
said Kathy Tarr, project supervisor for the Alaska
State Chamber of Commerce, which organized the
visit. "We'll have our own Russian Fred Meyer
here."

The Soviets were unwilling to pay the duty costs,
estimated by customs officials to be as high as
$100,000.

Various schemes to cut or sidestep the duty
were considered, but finally members of the
chamber's Siberian Gateway Project, aided by
pressure from Alaska's congressional delegation,

See Trade, page 8-5 David Cannon and Shane Johnson inspect sor



ant more goodwill
in the world to establish a lot of
trade relationships right away,"
Cowper said.
Joint ventures for fishing,

trading information on Arctic
construction technology' and
easing tensions between the
world's superpowers are some
of the possibilities that may
come out of the new Alaska-So-
viet friendship, he said.

"We're only limited by our
imaginations," Cowper said in
answer to a question from a So-
viet journalist.

Kobets and a dozen other
government officials and Soviet

journalists spent the day in Jun-
eau meeting with Cowper and
legislators, touring stores and
attending a public reception in
their honor.

They arrived in Anchorage
Monday and were scheduled to
return there Wednesday morn-
ing for more activities in the
state's largest city and a visit to
the Kenai Peninsula.

Their Alaska visit will end
with a folk concert Friday and a
rock concert Saturday in An-·
chorage, with a Soviet rock
band to share the stage.

The Soviets were invited

here as part of Alaska's continu-
ing effort to encourage coopera-
tion and trade.

"Trade isn't necessarily the
main purpose here," Cowper
said, adding that Soviet and U.S.
State Department officials
would start negotiations Thurs-
day in Anchorage to allow eas-
ier access for Eskimos between
Alaska and the Soviet Union.

The negotiations will key on
establishing a commission to
discuss allowing Eskimos to
travel across the border without

.a visa to visit relatives, Cowper
said.

Times photo bY WALT JOHNSON

e ofthe Soviet products that will be sold at the William A. Egan Civic & Convention Center.
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Trade: U.S. Customs wants duty paid on imports

crystal, clothing, table linens, tableware,
decorative boxes, and many items made

. by the native Eskimos and Chukchis of the
Soviet Far East region.

"It's crate upon crate upon crate of
beautiful Soviet-made goods," Cannon
said. Said another volunteer, "It's a regu-
lar Nordstroms of the North."

Prices for the goods will range from $5
up to $1,000 for some furs, Cannon es-
timated .

Chamber volunteers unloaded about a
third of the 122 crates of goods early
today, while the rest of the shipment will
be held at Alaska Airlines' cargo ware-
house. Chamber volunteers, plus salespeo-
ple from Fred Meyer's, will help the So-
viets prepare the displays.

charged a 100 percent duty. Stevens was
working with customs and Fish & Wildlife
for the release of the merchandise, the
aide said.

Any goods not sold may be returned to
the Soviet Union duty-free, Cannon said.

The Soviets may sell all the goods to
one retailer, or chose to sell it all at their
trade fair, which runs from noon to 8 p.m.
today, and from 8 a.m. to 7p.m. Thursday.

. A $5 donation will be collected at the door,
Cannon said.

The fair will follow a luncheon program
that will include seminars teaching busi-
nessmen from Alaska and the Soviet
Union about business in each other's coun-
tries.

"By the end of this trade fair, the Rus-

sians will have some idea of how this stuff
will do in the ,fJaska marketplace," said
Mead Treadwell, also of the Siberian proj-
ect.

One company with high hopes for the
goods is th Alaska Commercial Co.,
which had ea tier offered to post a $40,000
bond to perm t them into the country just
for display. T e company wants to import
such goods t ' sell to tourists in Alaska,
and hopes t displays would generate
orders and ~s the chances for a deal.

"We originally figured it would be a
couple of suitcases, that would go on a
couple of tables," Cannon said. "The qual-
ity of the goods far exceeded our expecta-
tions as well."

Items at the show will include furs,

Continued from page 8-1

won a deal delaying duty payment on the
$130,000in goods for 10 days, said Dave
Cannon, a volunteer for the Chamber's Si-
berian Gateway Project.

Robert Broadheadt, a customs service
broker, posted a performance bond of
$10,000for the Soviets in lieu of having to
pay full $100,000duty, according to an aide
for sen. Ted Stevens, R-Alaska. The bond
allowed the merchandise out of the air-
port and requires payment of the full
amount of the duty owed in 10 days. The
IStevens aide said the Soviet Union is a
Column 2 country, which means they do
not have preferred nation status and are
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about $00. And while people en-
joyed the convenience of Ameri-
can credit cards and checks,
many had to endure long lines
and some limited selections,
more- in the style of Soviet shop-
ping. ,

Many shoppers considered
embroidered linens the best
deals. A tea set including a table-
cloth, table runner, five napkins,
center pad, and curtain valence
sold for $30. Other popular items
were sets of two wooden spoons
for $10, various table linens for
under $20, and $1badges comme-
morating the 50th anniversary of
the city of Magadan.

While some were concerned
over Soviet quality, knowledga-
ble shoppers were impressed
with many items, especially the
Russian mink, sable, and arctic
fox furs.

"The quality of these furs i
excellent, the best I've eve
seen," said North Slope oi
worker and fur collector Bill V
geler. Blowing on one of his tw
mink furs for which he paid
each, he demonstrated that th
mink hair was dark to the root
a sign of quality.

The success of the sale .
creases the chances of more an
bigger deals to come.

"The Soviets will probabl
realize more profit than they
ticipated, and this'll generate
much good will that in the futur
they'll be very eager to do bus
ness with Alaska," said Steve Z
lener, a Kiev-born Anchora
businessman serving as transl
tor for Vecheslav A. Spirin, hea
of the Magadan trade depa
ment.

"We in the Soviet Union

ager to raise stakes
the preconception that in Amer- said Shane Johnson, Gateway
ica, no one takes a step until they Project coordinator.
make a profit," said Spirin. "This "In international trade you
enthusiasm makes me happy and have to have more than your ev-
we look forward to doing more eryday business relationship," he
business with Alaska." said. "You have to have a good

Prospects for the show were deal of trust, so that if you tum
not always so rosy. There was your backs you know you won't
early confusion with appraising get shafted."
the goods for import taxes, and a Johnson estimated the sale

- lack of labeling that changed the took in between $100,000 to
sale's first planned day into a $130,000, but Cannon said the
look-but-don't-buy show. money came in so fast volun-

Volunteers had to work Wed- teers couldn't count it quick
nesday night unpacking and pric- enough. A special account was
ing the goods, and through opened at First National Bank of
Thursday manning the sale. One Anchorage, Cannon said.
woman who came to shop was A private broker will help fig-
shanghaied into working at a ure the basis for customs
sales counter for four hours. charges, Cannon said. The

But the glitches are part of the Chamber of Commerce, which
rocky beginnings of any new re- served as a broker for the goods,
lationship, and will allow a firm has about a week left to settle ac-
foundation for any future deals, counts with the U.S. Customs.

__ ....,;,;.~;;..f:;",,;;.,. ....;_...;;., .......... ~ .... ...,~~ ..... ~ _
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Trade: Russian trade officials
Continued from page A-I

\

said. Leftovers will either be sold
to Alaska retailers, or returned

\

00 the Aeroflot jet that takes the
visitors away Monday.

The sale benefitted from a
combination of novelty, goodwill,
price and quality, said officials of
the Alaska State _Chamber of
Commerce's Siberian Gateway
Project, which organized the
sale.

"For most people, this was
the first opportunity to buy goods
imported from Russia," said
Kathy Tarr, project coordinator.
"There's a mystique about it."

Although $500 mink fur hats
sold out rapidly, most items cost
from $15 to $50, and the average
shopper took home goods worth



CI}e
E.-

~
CI}
U.I

Eskimos take part
in U.S-Soviet talks
By DANIEL R. SADDLER
11meII Writer

Eskimo comment on U.S.-So-
viet negotiations to renew travel
over the Bering Straits is a
major part of a process that
could end with President George
Bush and Soviet leader Mikhail
Gorbachev signing a new travel
agreement, according to officials
close to the talks.

I
Soviet and U.S. foreign offi-

cials met for five hours Thursday
inAnchorage with Eskimos from
both the Soviet territory of Ma-
gadan and Alaska's St. Lawrence
Island, said Jessica Gavora, So-
viet affairs aide to Sen. Frank

Murkowski, R-Alaska.
"This was the beginning of a

process inwhich the U.S. and the
Soviet Union decided to commit
to expanding Eskimo contacts on
both sides of the border," said
Wayne Neill, a State Department
Soviet affairs officer who arrived
inAnchorage Wednesday.

While Neill said he was ready
to present the U.S. position on
both the Eskimo travel agree-
ments and on a Soviet-proposed
commission to handle unauthor-
ized border crossings, Gavora
said the talks focused mainly on
the travel issue.

see B.order, page A-8



By BOB ORTEGA
TImes Writer

Officials of the U S. State Department and the
Soviet Foreign Ministry, with Alaska native lea?-
ers taking part, will start negotiations Thursda~ in

Anchorage on renewing a 1938 agreement allow~g
Western Alaska natives to travel across the Bering
Straits to visit their Siberian counterparts. .

U.S. Secretary of State James Baker gave O~fl'
cial authorization late Tuesday for the negona-

u.s. CO-eHAlp

:;::;;~iC[Talkswill focus on Siberian visits
G~~~~~y~~~:; Western Alaska natives would travel across Bering Strait
ADVlSORYBO •

tions, according to Sen. Frank Murkowski, R-A-
laska.

"This will be the first official U.S. government
action to open the border across the Bering Strait,"
Murkowski said during a stop Tuesday in Anchor-
age on his way to the funeral of Japanese Emperor
Hirohito.

The negotiators will also discuss. a .Soviet pro-
posal to create a joint border commission to regu-

, See Bering, page A-8
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late travel and minor incidents between Alaska and
Siberia, according to Jessica Gavora, a Murkowski
aide who also will take part in the negotiations.

The goal of the di ::ussions is to "allow the Es-
kimo people to go back and forth across the border
to visit their relatives without the necessity of a
visa," said Alaska Gov. Steve Cowper, who also
will have a representative at the talks.

Vyacheslav Kobets, governor of the Magadan
Territory in the Soviet Far East, wasn't predicting
fast action on an agreement.

"I have more hope for our children," Kobets
told the Associated Press in Juneau. "I would hope
in 10 years, the borders between our two states
would be secured only by friendship." _

Travel between Alaska and Siberia has been
prohibited since 1948, when the Soviet Union ter-
minated an agreement allowing relatively free
travel and trade by American Eskimos.

Before 1938, Eskimos living on both sides of the
Bering Straits had traveled and traded without any
official oversight by the governments of either the
United States or the Soviet Union, according to
State Department files.

o In April of that year, the two powers agreed to
allow the visits by American Eskimos to continue
as long as they registered with officials in the So-
viet Union and stayed less than three months. The
agreement also regulated trade in furs and other
materials.

On the U.S. side, schoolteachers living on St.
Lawrence and Little Diomede Island were de-
legated to certify for the Soviets what natives trav-
eled to Siberia.

Ten years after it was signed, the agreement fell
victim to the Cold War.

Gavora said the American proposal will not call
for allowing Soviet citizens to travel to Alaska.

"We would like to see two-way travel, but it
would make the negotiations much more compli-
cated," she said. "If they ask for reciprocal travel,
then we'll go back to the drawing board" with the
U.S. proposal, she said.

The negotiators will discuss allowing trade, and
the possibility of allowing native artifacts to be
transported across the border, Gavora said. Any
such provision would require an exemption from
the Marine Mammal Protection Act, which prohi-
bits international trade in items made from marine
mammals, Murkowski said.
As part of the discussion of the proposed com-

mission's responsibilities, Gavora said the Ameri-
can negotiators will propose joint medical evacua-
tion arrangements for Big and Little Diomede Is-
lands (which are respectively on the Soviet and
U.S. side of the border). .

The unusual nature of the negotiations is unders-
cored by the fact that citizens as well as govern-
ment officials are taking part. Those announced
Tuesday as participating in the negotiations in-
clude:

• U.S. State Department Deputy Director John
Herbst.
• Three residents of Savoonga, a village on St.

Lawrence Island, in the Bering Sea. They are:
Caleb PUngowiyi, vice president of the Inuit Cir-
cumpolar Conference, George Noongwook and
John Wahiyi.

• Three residents of Gambell, another village of
St. Lawrence. They are: village Mayor Hansen Ir-
rigoo, Leonard Apangalook and Gerard Koonooka.
Three additional Gambell residents will attend the
negotiations as observers.

• Two residents of Diomede Island: Moses Mil-
ligrook and John Ipayana, Jr.

• Michael Krauss, director of the University of
Alaska Fairbanks' Alaska Native Language Cen-
ter.

• Ginna Brelsford, representing Gov. Steve
Cowper .

• Gavora, representing Murkowski.
On the Soviet side, the negotiators are expected [l

to include two officials with the Ministry of Foreign U
Affairs, two officials with the U.S.S.R Fund for S~ ~O
cial Intervention, and two officials apiece from the
city of Magadan, the city of Providenya, and the
Chukotsk region.
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Alaska firm dreams
of Soviet boutique
By DANIEL R. SADDLER
nmesWrlter

Anchorage may one day have
its own boutique specializing in
Soviet-made furs, clothes and
gifts, if the Alaska Commercial
Co. resumes its centuries-old tra-
dition of trade across the Be-ring
sea.

A plan for a joint venture be-
tween the Soviet territory of Ma-
gadan and the firm once known
as the Russian-American Com-
pany was one of several dis-
cussed by top trade officials
from the Soviet Union who
toured Anchorage Tuesday.

see Venture, page A-8

Venture- Soviets
Continued from page A-I

The officials in industry, agri-
culture, aviation, shipping, con-
struction, trade and culture vis-
ited the city's facilities for indus-
try and international trade, at
each stop discussing deals that
could further dreams of in-
creased trade across the Bering
Sea.

In the last two years, Soviet
leader Mikhail Gorbachov's eco-
nomic restructuring has encour-
aged regional officials to seek
deals that will bring the country
hard currency profits.

One such deal could be the An-
chorage Soviet store outlined by
Alaska Commercial President
Sam Salkin.

"Alaska Commercial would
pay for all the expenses for pay-
roll, advertising, and overhead,"
he said. "They provide the inven- .
tory, and we'd send regular re-
ports on what was selling ... so
they'd see how much products
sold and at what price, our costs,
and the net result."

"At the end of the year they
get half the profit, and we get

half the profit," he said.
The store would target tour-

ists with leather products, furs,
linens, tableware and items tied
in with Alaska's Russian herit-
age, Salkin said.

Negotiations on this venture
were informal and frank, with
the Soviet officials eager to en-
courage such a deal by giving
Salkin a look at the three tons of
goods they had carried with
them on their Aeroflot jet from
Magadan Monday.

"You have to see the
merchandise first, though," he
said. "We may have to add to the
product line with domestic prod-
uct line, or products from other
Soviet provinces. We won't know
until we see the merchandise."

Recent visits between Alaska
and the Soviet Far East have
generated an atmosphere of opti-
mism and excitement that was
apparent in exchanges between
Salkin and the officials, and in
other discussions.

"These meetings represent
the first chance these people
have had during their visit to
focus on the questions they came

Alaska Commercial Co. Presidel
here to talk about," said Gunnar
Knapp, economics professor at
the University of Alaska, An-
chorage's Institute of Social and
Economic Research.

At the Port of Anchorage,
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Unalaska Mayor Paul Fuhs pro-
posed giving the Soviet Union ac-
cess to a U.S. Japanese fiber
optic communications cable to
be laid in 1990,in return for using
their ice-breaking cargo ships to

carry Alaska's raw materials to
the European market through
Vladivostok's ice-free port.

The proposal drew interest
from Valeri C. Lozovoi, director
of the Association for Economic

Cooperation in Asian Pacific re-
gion.

He warned U.S. technology
transfer laws, and unknowns on
ice conditions on the proposed
trade route could scuttle it.
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Tradesmen leave
money in Alaska
By LARRY CAMPBELL
Daily News reporter

Last week's international
goodwill also meant at least
marginal
profits for
Soviet tra-
desmen in
Anchorage.

Trade of-
ficials from
the Mag~-
dan region
said they
grossed
more than
100,000 sell-
ing furs, linens, postcards
and other iterns they
brought with them during
the Soviet visit last week.

The Magadan officials
were members of a 94-mem-
ber Soviet delegation hosted
all week by the Alaska State'
Chamber of Commerce and
the Juneau-based cultural
organization Camai, The vis-
it was billed as a trade and
cultural promotion.

'We
intend to
do more
business
in Alaska'

-Soviet
official

Vyacheslav Spirin, head
of the Magadan Trade De-
partment, said Sunday that
the cash will stay at the
National Bank of Alaska
"as faith, a guarantee that
we intend to do more busi-
ness in Alaska."

Still unknown, however
is how much in U.S. Cus~
toms tariff the Soviets must
pay on the merchandise.
State and local government
officials and Alaska busi-
nessmen pulled strings last
week that won the Soviets
10 days to pay the tariff a
detail that neither the So~i-
ets nor Americans had taken
care of before the Aeroflot
plane landed with the three
tons of merchandise last
week.

Spirin and state chamber
officials said Sunday they
still don't know exactly how
much the tariff will be, but
estimated it will be less than
$50,000.

. Spirin said what's left
over will be used to buy

. American or Alaska goods
for export back to Magadan.
But they haven't decided
what to buy.

While the Soviets seemed
happy about last week's cap-
italist encounter, they didn't
sell everything. Many boxes
of postcards and other items
are left over. Spirin said
negotiations were still going
on with local businesses to
buy the leftovers so they
won't have to carry all them
home when they leave this
morning.
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By lJANIEL R. SADDLER
Tln~Wrl.er

Language differences and
red tape barriers haven't dam-
pened the enthusiasm of busi-
nessmen from Alaska and the
Soviet Fur East. who are talk-
ing turkey this week.
On the third day Of the Soviet

\ l;)it IU Anchorage. merchants
.1IIJ trade uffh ..:;ds lin born slues
discussed the oppurturuues and
Ilh:..I<lt'lt-s 1!l;1l ,lhound for in-
~·r\'.I:"I·t1 Il,ull' 1,I'IWl'\'1I the two

\\'l:lllll:-.

',. 1"111:-' .\,·d~ I, .1 gUilt! 1·.I~C

.1\,,1\ uf .\!l;ll It \\IiII;Ih.,~ \0 liu
lJtI:-'IlIt··.~ wun th« ~',·.ll·tS." :'>~IlJ

I(llil :'1111"1, "I ill'> .':"I.L':>kauffic~
dlllllL'mallHII,d fladc:.

II: ....l.·I1HII~II:"I.\llll .u lum.hcous
...Ii !tIc Wllll~ClI.-\ Lg ..11ICiVIl: &
\ "II\I'llIlIllI ( c-nrcr. uud iu innu-
llICr~,IJk' IlI:r~ullal tnISIllt:~::'con-
I.'el ~,all4JII:-', <!t'als IIc',\' uuck and
us(, J'II.p., ....tls nllcd the .ur '-1S
.~I~hl\i.t 1;111rc-preueur 5 serum-
bled (U muke their pucn for
bll~III1.:S~1I1the ~uvlct Far East.

Alasccru wants to set up sal-
dlite hnks. Unalaska Mayor
Paul Fuhs wums 10 trade fiber
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tourists from Nome to rovl-
deniya. Indian Valley Meats
wants to build plants in the Ma-
gadan territory to make rein-
deer sausage. Great Land Ex-
ploration wants cooperation In
developing Northwest Alaska
mineral deposits. Society Expe-
dition cruise lines wants to take
naturalist tourists 10 Provt-

deniya and the Soviet Arctic.
"We Alaskans tend to look

for a quick fix to our economic
problems," Alaska Commercial
Company President Sam Salkin
told a luncheon meeting at the
FRan Center presented by the
Alaska State and Anchorage
chambers of commerce, and
supponed by the city of Una-
laska.

While Salkin warned in his
remarkll that "the true value of
this trade cannot be measured
only in dollars and rubles," he
admitted "financial returns
from Alaska-Soviet trade will
likely be modest."

Salkin's message was a wind
of caution blOWing through the
heady atmosphere sulTOUndlng
talkll for what both sides-hope is
an exponsion of trade. While
progress toward real deals is
encouraging, the hard work of
striking deals in unlamiliar and
changing legal frameworks is
revealing some difficulties.

Hopes are high lor numerous
joint plans for exchange of tour-
ism. agriculture, technology,
and natural resources. The
deals are possible under
changes in Soviet law encourag-
ing joint ventures with Western
nations. to bring hard currency
10 the economy.

But Salkin and others foresee

Trade winds tempt Alaska
Obstacles
don It deter
businesses

*bMi-wM;;iI ~ •• EseliliD'

Businessmen discuss JIl"OIK'Ulsfor trade betw~ Alaska and the Soviet Far East at the Egan Center Wednesday.
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take to cut deals.

Precedents already exist for
joint venture. with the Soviet
Far East, which Is already deal-
ing with Japan and recently ex-
panded trade contacts with
China. Australia and New Zea-
land, Lozovoi said.

Trade zones are opening up
to introduce new capital and
manufacturing to the region, he
said. Ar.rnngements are Wlder-
way to allow Western nations to
use lellers of credit with inter-
national bankllto back their S0-
viet ventures. And the soviet
government is developing new
procedures for profit account·
ing.

"There seems to be great in-
terest in CUlling down barriers
both ways," said Sen. Arll..
Sturgelewski, R·Anchorage,
who met with a Soviet delegtlon
in JWle8U Tuesday dUring a
joint legislative foreign trade

See T..... plI~ JU Women look over Soviet fur pelis at Egan's trade fair.

problems likely In several
areas:

• The Soviet ruble is not
traded on world markets. so
most deals must be through bar-
ter Instead of simple monetary
exchanges.

• Satellite and telephone
communications are limited,
slowing down the' interchanges
necessary for business.

• The Soviet Union is not a
favored nation under U.S. trade
laws. bringing stiff tariffs
against Soviet exports to
Alaska.

• Transponatlon of goods Is
still dlfficuit. as evidenced by
the problem of getting three
tons of Soviet good. into An-
chorage earlier this week. How-
ever. the product. have cleared
customs, and are at the Egan
Center for a trade show and
sale today from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Efforts are underway to
remedy these and other Impedi-
ment •• and both Soviet officials
and American businessmen are
eager to proceed.

Valeril C. Lozovoi, head 01
the Association for Economic
Cooperation in the Asian Pa·
ciflc Region, presented a
decree of the Soviet Council of
Mlni.ters that will expand
greatly the number of govern-
ment cooperative production
enterprises that can enter con-
tracts with foreign countries.

He and other officials in in-
dustry, trade, agriculture, avia-
tion, culture and shipping 'In-
swered questions on what It will



Shoppers quick to buy
Russians' trade goods
By DANIEL R. SADDLER Russia" spent nearly $130000
~ WrIlw the message was so clear ihai

Soviet trade otrlcials watching the nouveau-capltaJlsts an! eager
ea!lllr Anchorage shoppers snap to raise the stakes, said a show
up RUSSIan goods at a trade show organizer.
ThUrsday needed no translators "They've told me that based
to teU them their first try at In- on what happened here, they
ternallonaltrade was a success. have got $1 million In goods

After thousands of shoppers n!8dy to export to us In six
hunUng for "a lillie bit of See Trade, page A"
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Eskimos participate in travel negotiations
By DANIEL R. SADDLER
""'-W_

E.klmo comment on U.S.-Soviet negotiations to
renew travel over the Bering Straits Is a major
pen 01 a process that could end with President
George Bush and Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev
ligning a new travel agreement, according to offi-
cials close to the talks.

Soviet and U.S. loreign official. met for five
hours Thursday In Anchorage with Eskimos from
both the Soviet tenitory 01 Magadan and Alaska'.
St. Lawrence Island, said Jessica Gavora, Soviet
affairs aide to Sen. Frank Murkowski, R-Alaska.

"This was the beginning of a process in which
the U.S ..and the Soviet Union decided to commit to
expanding Eskimo contacts on both sides of the

;"

border," said Wayne Nelli, a State Depanment S0-
viet altairs officer who anived In Anchorage Wed-
nesday. .

WhIle NeiU said he was ready to Pn!Sent the U.S,
position on both the Esldmo travel agreements and
on a Soviet-proposed commission to handle unau-
thorized border crossings, Gavora said the talks fo-
cused mainly on the travel Issue.

NeiU said natives expressed with emotion their
desire to cross the ocean between the regions in
ships. That type of travel was common before Cold
War tensions caused the suspension in 1948 of a U.S-
.-Soviet agreement reached In 1938.

This desire is at the root of recent warming 01
U.S.-Soviet relaUons at their nearest border, which

See Border, page A"
, '.
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months. at their cost," said Dave
Cannon. an organizer with the
Alaska State Chamber of Com-
merce's Siberian Gateway Proj·
ecl.

By the lime the sale ended at 9
p.m .. only a quarter of the three
tons 01 goods canied over Mon-
day on an Aerofiot jet from Mos-
cow and Magadan were left,
mostly the remnaots 01 the «1,000
books of Magadan p1ctun! post·
cards.

The goods were to be moved
to the lobby of the Alaska Center
lor the Performing Ans, where
they'll be on sale today from 9
a.m. to the 8 p.m. stan of a S0-
viet lolk music show, Cannon
said. leftovers will either be sold
to Alaska retailers or returned
on the Aeroflot jet that takes the

visitors away Monday.
The sale benefitted from a

combination of novelty, goodwill,
price and quaUty, said otfletal. of
the Alaska State Chamber of
Commerce'. Siberian Gateway
Project, which organized tile
sale.

"For most people, this was
the first opportunity to buy goods
Imported lrom Russia," said
Kathy Tarr, project coordinator.
"There' a mystique about It."

Although $500 mink fur hats
sold out rapidly, I11O'ItItems cost
from $15 to $50 and tbe average
shopper took home goods wonh
about $81. And while people en-
joyed the convenience of Ameri-
can credit cards and checks,
many had to endure long lines
and some limited selections,
more In tbe .Iyle 01 Soviet sho!>-
ping.

Many shoppers considered

"In international trade yo
have to have more than your e'
eryday business relatlonshlp," h
said. "You mve to have a p'
deal of trust, so that II you tUI
your backs yuu know you W(nl

get sharted."

Border: Negotiations include input from Eskimos
Continued from page A-I

were boosted by summit meet-
ings between Gorbacbev and
then- President Ronald Reagan in
Moscow in May 1988.

And, My sources close to the
Issue. its importance to super-
power international relations
may cause any final agreements
to be signed at high levels: either
Bush and Gorbachev or their top
foreign ministers.

"It should be apparent from
the outset that this Is a negotia-
tion that Is not over, but It has
definitely begun." said Gavora.
"It's going to go up through dip-
lomatic channel. to a higher
level noW .•• It's In the best In-
terests of bolh sides that It hap-
pens at that level."

Neill said bolh the Stale De-
penment and the Soviet foreign
ministry were likely to be sensi-
tive to prohibitions cutting rela·
tives off from one another. Thl.

concern was refiected In the Es-
kimo panlclpation In the talks,
he said.

"There are very few cases In
whIch the U.S. government has
had to talk with the people (In-
volved In such divisions)," NeUi
said. "There are very few situa-
tion. In which the divided people
are citizens of the United States.
Not to solicit their opinions
would be unjl!Stifled."

Neill would not comment on
the substance 01 the meeting.

which was closed to the press,
saying dlplomatlc bergaining
shoukI be kept private.

Likewise, the lellder of the S0-
viet delegation, Stepan F. Ma··
zepa, would not d1lIclose details
01 his country'. position on the
Issue except to say he hoped the
Alaska Eskimos would want to
corne 10 the Soviet Union.

The Russian republic Is the
largest political unit In the Soviet
Union, and includes the Magadan
tenitory, which contains Maga-

dan, the capital, and much of th
Soviet Far East that borders til
Bering5ea.

Other members included Klr
Kassatkln, assistant 01 Forei~
MInIster spokesman Gennadr
Gerasimov; Nadezhda P. Otk,
chairman of the Chukotka di:
trict executive committee: !'I

Siberian Yuplk Eskimos and "
least six Alaskans from Gambe
and SavOOORB.About 3S peopl
a ttended the meetings.

-





USSR (continued/rampage 1)
expecting to set-up a few scattered display
tables of Russian goods, but instead found
themselves at U.S. Customs processing entry
of 6,000 pounds.

The USSR does not have "favored nation"
status with the U.S. which made customs pro-
cessing a little more challenging, time-con-
suming, and expensive for the Soviets.

"The duty was figured on each article inde-
pendently;' according to Robert Broadhead,
a U.S. Customs broker who handled the ship-
ment to Anchorage for the Soviet Trade Fair.
"Each article had a different rate of duty at-
tached to it. For example, leather goods re-
quire a 25010 average duty and jewelry is 110%.
The large range of products which the Rus-
sians brought with them to Anchorage made
duty calculations difficult:' said Broadhead.

Although the Soviets had to pay an average
87% tariff on the goods, the trade fair went on
and proved to be one of the most popular
events of the "Soviet-American Reunion".
Alaskans lined up before the doors opened
and paid an admission fee to inspect a varie-
ty of Russian-made products. The trade fair
was like a market survey to the Soviets enabl-
ing them to test the "capitalist" waters. They
found their goods had a definite "curiosity
appeal"; the demand was there for the higher-
quality items in particular, such as mink hats
and hand-painted black lacquer plates.

As business meetings progressed for the rest
of the week, it became clear to people on both
sides that the possibilities for creating more
trade were real, not simply hyperbole. Many
high-level Soviet businessmen made the trip to
Anchorage including, Vyacheslav A. Spirin,
head of the trade department of the Magadan
Region Executive Committee, and Valeri K.
Lozovoy, general director of the Asia and Pa-
cific Association of Business Cooperation.

Lozovoy presented an overview of the cur-
rent business climate in the Soviet Union and

V.Spirin, 0/ the Magadan Executive Committee (far
left) at the Anchorage International Airport Term-
inal before boarding Aeroflot to return to the USSR.
Photo by David Ford ~

briefed a gathering of over 125 Alaskans on
the decree from the Soviet Council of Mini-
stries concerning joint ventures with foreign
enterprises. After Lozovoy's lecture, Soviet
trade officials fielded questions regarding

-THANKS-
Thanks to all the volunteers, host families, translators, businesses, and organizations

who supported the Siberian Gateway Project through the donation of time, money, and
services. Without the commitment of our volunteers and the help from the business com-
munity, the "Soviet-American Reunion" would not have been possible.

PROJECT TEAM
Dave Cannon • Shane Johnson • Bill Bredesen • MeadTreadwell • Vic Fischer

Dr. Gunnar Knapp • John Tichotsky • Shirley Staten • Keith Mosely
Ron Miller • A.I McClanahan • Hilary Hardwick • Heather Johnson • Kathy Tarr

(Thanks also to Joan Manuel, Anthony Lastufka, Stephanie Bellinger,
Steven Rouse and Irene Peterson.)

ORGANIZATIONS
Retired Senior Volunteer Program of Anchorage (donated 60+ volunteers)

Camai - Dixie Belcher & Charlotte Carroll • Anchorage Chamber of Commerce
Alaska State Troopers • Dutch Harbor Chamber of Commerce

City of Unalaska • City of Kotzebue • Municipality of Anchorage
Anchorage Convention & Visitors Bureau • Alaska Center for International Business

Institute for Social & Economic Research - UAA
Office of-International Trade • Anchorage School District • Alaska Press Club

Army National Guard • Federal Aviation Administration

BUSINESSES
ARCO Alaska, Inc. • Holland America Line/Westours • Alyeska Pipeline

Sealaska • BP Exploration • Cook Inlet Region, Inc. • Alascom
Alaska Commercial Company • Exxon • National Bank of Alaska

Hartig, Rhodes, Norman, Mahoney, & Edwards • NANA • Tesoro • Koniag, Inc.

The following businesses provided in-kind contributions:
Motorola Communications International • Clarion Hotel. Westmark Hotel
Hotel Captain Cook • Anchorage Hilton • National Car Rental • Mark Air

Avis. Fred Meyer • Alaska Airlines • Northway Mall • Dimond Center
Skok Communications. Evans Kraft Bean Public Relations

Carrs Quality Centers • Nordstrom • Time Frame • Cal Worthington Ford
JC Penny • Northern Stage Company • North Country Productions

David Ford Photography • Tundra Times • Anchorage Times • Anchorage Daily News

FOOD SPONSORS
Burger King • Simon & Seaforts • Cafe Europa • Elevation 92 • Downtown Deli

Muffin Man • The Berry Patch • Legal Pizza • Josephine's
Calista Cafe • Dynasty • Sack's Fifth Avenue

specific joint venture proposals from some of
the Alaskans in attendance. (Effective April 1,
USSR's joint venture laws were reformed pav-
ing the way for Soviets to enter into direct
business partnerships with foreigners and
greatly loosening the control from Moscow.)

Throughout the week, individual meetings
and negotiating sessions were held between the
Soviets and Alaskans interested in joint ven-
tures in the following areas: fisheries, mining,
tourism, reindeer products, folk crafts, art ex-
changes, educational exchanges, and sports
exchanges.

"The elements and desire to do business are
there:' said Dave Heatwole, chairman of the
ASCC. ''Alaskans are building a bridge in
business while at the same time they are pro-
moting the higher goals of friendship and
world peace. Twenty years from now, all of the
small steps Alaskans are taking will have add-
ed up to make a difference in world trade:'

Following is an update on some of the nego-
tiations and proposals which were discussed
with the Soviet delegation:

Soviet businessmen met daily at Egan Center.
Photo by David Ford

ALASCOM
Alascom is working to establish the first

phase of a direct communications link between
the Soviet Far East and Alaska. "Alascom does
see the need for more direct communications to
accommodate trade, commerce, and cultural
exchanges:' said Lee Wareham, Vice President

(continued on page 7)
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nation for Soviet
will be Alaskan Siberian Yupiks to
welcome Russian Siberian Yupiks, and
there will be a very informal exchange of
dances and getting to know each other
from noon until whenever."

Abraham encourages all students to
take full advantage of this opportunity to
meet Russian and American native
people who, during recent years, have
played a vital role in easing tensions
between Super Powers.

"It's a once-in-a-lifetime happening for
all of us," she said. "These native people
were instrumental in opening the Iron
Curtains, because they've all got

I relatives (on one side or the other of the
Bering Straight)."

Other Soviets will also meet the
public during the Reunion.

According to Pulitzer Prize-winning
journalist John Strohmeyer, a UAA
professor, a rare opportunity to meet
with members of both the Soviet and
American press will take place
Wednesday, Feb. 22, at 7:30 p.m. in the
UAA Arts building.

"It is going to be a panel discussion in
which American and Soviet newspaper
people will address differences, and
perhaps similarities, of gathering news
in both countries," he said. "There'll be a
minimum of speeches and a lot of

I discussion involving questions from the
1 floor."

According to Strohmeyer, Managing
Editor Howard Weaver of the Anchorage
Daily News will moderate the
discussion. Soviet journalists, yet to be
I named, will sit on the panel with Daniel
Saddler of The Anchorage Times and Hal
Bernton of the Anchorage Daily News,
he said.

"I think it's a chance of a lifetime to
see people who actually work in the
trenches give us their candid views on
how the press operates in both
countries," said Strohmeyer.

Two meetings with leading Soviet
research scientists will also take place
puring the week and will be open to the
oublic.

travelers
Bernard Segal, director of the Center

for Alcohol and Addiction Studies, said
an open forum with three prominent
Soviet medical scientists will be held on .
Wednesday, Feb. 22, from 10 to 11:15
a.m. in room 226 of the Administration
building. "I think the most important
aspect is the growth of personal and
professional relationships that will come
out of this," Segal said.

An additional public meeting with
three Soviet scientists will take place on
Monday, Feb. 20, from noon to 1:30
p.m. in the Campus Center, room 104.
According to Larry Weiss, assistant
professor of sociology, the topic will be
"Health and Social Problems in Modem
Siberia."

Weiss said it is difficult to overstate
the value of meeting face to face with
our Soviet neighbors.

"In a democracy each of us has some
say, in the voting booth if nowhere else,
and we can't promote world peace unless
we have a good understanding .of the
issues," he said. "And one of the issues
we have to understand is that the
negative images (presented in this
country about Soviet people) over the
last few decades have not been realistic."

Information about Soviet-American
business opportunities will also be'
shared during Friendship Week.

One seminar is scheduled to take place
at the Eagan Convention Center from
1:30 to 4 p.m. on Feb·.22. Topics will
include setting up joint ventures with a
Soviet partner and opportunities for joint
ventures with Alaska businesses in the
areas of mining, transportation and
agriculture.

On-campus business seminars will be
offered too. According to Knapp,
Professor Boris Kransnopolski of the
North Eastern Research Institute will
give seminars at ISER on Thursday and
possibly Friday as well. Kransnopolski
will discuss the Soviet Far East and
economic development in Magadan,
Russia, and probably other Soviet
visitors will attend, Knapp said.

According to some observers, the
events and festivities of Friendship Week
will mark yet another step toward a
warmer, stronger, more dynamic
UAA-Soviet relationship. And Knapp
said the future of that relationship looks
bright.

"I think it reasonable to hope that
Russian exchange students may be here
(within a couple of years)," he said,
adding that UAA students might be
attending Soviet universities within the
same period of time.

"Perhaps some of the Russians will
play on the UAA hockey team," said
Knapp.

A Russian exchange student playing
for the team might stimulate
phenomenal cultural exchange, said Mark
Ostapina, assistant coach of the UAA
men's hockey team.
"If we could have someone come in

and give us a little bit of their culture
. and the European style and the European
flavor, and if he was a blue chipper, that
would be a tremendous asset to the
program," said Ostapina. "My feeling is
that it's something we would welcome
forthwith."

Killoran offered additional
interpretations of burgeoning
UAA-Soviet relations. According to her,
the interchange of ideas, cultures and
knowledge during recent years has helped
to melt the "ice curtain."

But Killoran said the overall
significance of the warming trend is
bigger than Alaska and Siberia put
together.

"It's international, it's quality and it's
UAA that is standing out head and
shoulders above all the rest," she said.
"We're setting the pace in international
relations. We kind of helped start it, and
I'm glad we can continue with it, because
what we started is much, much bigger."

However, according to Killoran, the
greatest values are, and will ever remain,
humanvalues.

"When it comes right down to it,
people meeting people is what it's all
about in this world," she said.
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Continued from page 8-1 just as my colleagues writing
about America no longer focus
primarily on the problem of
unemployment in America.

Both we, the Soviet Union,
and you, here in America, have
our problems. But now people
in both countries receive the
full, factual and multi-colored
picture, and not just the bl~ck-
and-white facts they received
previously. To see one's own
problems, and to try to under-
stand those or. others, is the
foundation of communication.

In the economic field, we
discussed matters in various
languages from the outset. For
many American businessmen
who attended seminars on So-
viet economics held at the
Egan Center Wednesday, it
was news that there are no du-
ties imposed on goods im-
ported into the Soviet Union.
Soviet merchant specialists
who brought their goods to
America for the first time on a
trial basis knew well that the
U.S. employs a system in
which some nations enjoy fa-
vored-nation status, which we
in the Soviet Union do not
enjoy.

I do not yet know how Fuhs'
idea will be received in Mos-
cow. But I also do not know
how it will be received in
Washngton.

What if one of the compo-
nents of a communication sys-
tem for the Soviet Far East
was found to fall within the list
of goods allowed into the na-
tions of the Commmunity for
Mutual Economic Assistance,
and it was prohibited from
being delivered into the Soviet
Union for "strategic reasons?"
Only when the realization of
such projects is no longer be-
holden to the military and the
decision-making politicians,
will the U.S.A. and the U.S.S.R.
be able to proceed beyond the
framework of the restricted
levels of trade we have seen to
date.

The traditional thinking

Even after the new develop-
ments of the last three years -
which have brought what Pres-
ident George Bush in his inau-
gural address called "a new
closeness", between the
U.S.S.R. and the U.S.A. - we
still have not been so accus-
tomed (as we are in Anchor-
age) to expressions like "our
Soviet friends" and "our
American friends." Such ex-
pressions have disappeared
from both our political and ev-
eryday vocabularies since soon
after the end of the Second
World War. In 40 years we
have learned to prove to our-
selves, to each other and to the
rest of the world that we could
get by without mutual coopera-
tion. This was not so difficult.
It turned out to be more diffi-
cult to convince ourselves that
we could get along with such
cooperation.

G

sea route? In return, the Soviet
Union receives modem com-
munications systems for the'
Soviet Far East, according to
the conditions ~ outlined by
Fuhs.

Although the Magadan re-
gion is very large, its repre-
sentative delegation does not
have the authority to resolve
this question. It is essential
that such decisions are made
at the Moscow government
level. And if Alaska Airlines is
interested in direct air connec-
tions with the Chukotka Penin-
sula for tourists, it will also
have to get permission - from
Washington.

The desires and efforts of
the local authorities and b i-
ness people are leading to an
era of normal economic rela-
tions. But it is up to Moscow
and Washington to improve the
political climate for such rela-
tions, just as they are partners

I
in talks relating to the de-

. crease in armaments. This will
lead to good and close neigh-
borly relations in the narrow
strip of the Bering sea.

Not as quickly as we need,
but we are slowly beginning to
learn a common political lan-
guage. Together we can count
missiles and nuclear war-
heads, as was done in the suc-
cessful realization of the inter-
mediate-range nuclear missile
treaty. With tanks, airplanes
and artillery in Europe - all
that is called conventional
weapons - it is a little more
difficult, but even here you can
see progress. Even in such a
delicate area as human rights,
our official representatives
have gingerly opened mutual
discussions. And the messages
carried in mass media change
in response to politics.

As far as I can judge in rela-
tion to the American press, dis-
sidents and visa problems in
the Soviet Union no longer
seem to be the main themes,

J
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Shopping malls a destination for Soviet delegation
week, it was a time 10explore the
excitement of the American shopping
scene. For the many Anchorageites who
visit the mall everyday, shopping is
usually done out of boredom or the

necessitous urge to blow ones paycheck.
The mall was filled with curious

people, anxiously waiting to catch a
glimpse of the Soviet shoppers. Nobody
in the mall, including security, seemed
to know the exact time the Soviets
would arrive at the mall. If anyone did
know, it was being kept well under
wraps. After three hours of numerous
delays, the red double-decker bus finally
parked in front of the mall entrance and
the anxiety of the waiting on-lookers
were lifted.

As they entered the mall, the obvious
looks of excitement and awe could be
seen on the faces of the on-lookers. The
Soviets themselves remained placid as
'they walked up to meet their guides, but
did exchange wann greetings eventually.

Their guides, who were mainly mall
workers that volunteered, greeted each
Soviet shopper with an American-style
hello, and a bag-o-goodics, These

By louise O'Brien-Dominguez
Northern Light Reporter 0

For the Soviet delegates who
descended on the Northway mall last

Electronics were mostly what Makeev
was concerned with purchasing. "I would
like to buy some double tape cassette
deck from the Japanese," he said.

A few of the Pokrovski performers, a
group of Russian folk dancers, also
participated in the shopping expedition.
Their main attraction was the camera
shop. According 10Artur Panosh and
Ramiz Akhundov, a good camera will
cost a months salary, about 140 rubles,
in the Soviet Union. Panosh, 29, is a
singer and dancer, while 39 year old
Akhundov is a pianist

Through interpreter Ostrovsky,
Partosh and Akhundov spoke about their
first trip to America. Although the
performers won't be continuing on to
other U.S. cities this time around. both
performers look forward 10 coming back
next summer to visit such places as
Washington, D.C., New York, and
Disneyland. In the meanurnc, they are
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Otto Lincoln stages a non-violent protest at the Northway mall.

Protesting a lonely job
Y Louise O'Brien-Dominguez
orthem Light Reporter

He stood in front of the Northway
Mall, alone and proud, just waiting for
their arrival He was decorated like a war
hero, with a colorful banner draped
around his body and a sign which made a
powerful saaaernent VASANYGNNUA
PASHL Y OOMA- MURDERERS
RUSSKI GO HOME!
Quo Lincoln arrived before the Soviet

shopping tour to protest their
communist government Lincoln said he
doesn't personally hate the Russian
delegates who visited Alaska last week
but he does despise what they stand for.
Lincoln who has been an American
citizen for 27 years, bitterly remembers
the 1956 uprising in his homeland of
Budapest, Hungary.

"I was the leader flghting against the
communist system: Uncoln said. "I
was one or the leaders who managed to
escape before 1was arrested in November
of 1956. During the war, the Kruschev
government duly and diplomatically
nlCOgIlized the 8Idependent new
Hungarian government

"After three days therecarne a telegram
from Eisenhower, and he sent a telegram
to the Yugoslav Embassy in Budapest. I
managed to have access to it and
translated it to english. It simply means
quoting word by word,' We, the people
of the United States, do not favor to
establish an anti-communist government
neighboring Russia' After he signed it,
an already mobilized Russian army
invaded from the north: Lincoln said.

The end of this war stOry has an ironic
twist According to Lincoln, the only
help the Hungarians received during the
war was from the Russian soldiers who
were already stationed in Hungary.
Despite their noble efforts, these soldiers
were all killed after the Revolution.

"When the delegates come, they are
not representing the Russian people they
are representing the most brutal,
murderous, international gangsters, the
ultimate of the mafia inRussia.

"Whether they were ban in Russia or
not. the only ones Iwould say that could
be classified as real Russians are the
defectors. Those that don't defect, I
classify as communist agent," Lincoln
Slated

Notlhern ligl1lKen Foley

Soviet shoppers check out their goodie bags.

finding Alaska to be "very mteresting,"
When asked about their favorite

American things, Panosh and Akhundov
voted hamburgers,pizza. and Kentucky -
Fried Chicken as their favorite foods.
Ray Charles, Paul Winter, and Oscar
Peterson were their fav<Xite American
pedonners.
1be person they most wanted to meet

was not Michael Jackson or George
Bush, but World Qess Ouunpioo
Robert Fisher. "8e(:ausc be is a recluse
and nobody can beat him: both men
said.

When their short Slay in Alaska is
over, the Soviets will return to their
homeland with various American
lrinkets, and Alaskans will return to the

. malls to deplete their checkbooks for
another round or the shopping routine.

shopping bags were filled with donated
gifts ranging from a stuffed Mickey
Mouse to jewelry and soda pop coupons.

With bags in hand, the Soviets
strolled through the mall, followed by an
entourage of curious members of the
press, flashbulbs and recorders. Some or
the shoppers headed straight for chocolate
chip cookies and Coca-Cola, while
others bee-lined 10 Radio Shale searching
for desired eIectronic devices.

Sergei N. Makeev is a Soviet
businessman who was among the
shoppers at Northway. Through
interpreter Yuri Ostrovsky, Makeev
commented on the people of Alaska. "I
like the friendly people and the
friendliness I receive here. Siberia is very
similar to Alaska. All of the memories I
pick up here will slay with me for the
rest of my life," Makeev said.



hungry so I gave bet the food you didn't
wanL I noticed she was naked so I gave
her the clothes you never wear. She was
sleepy so I let her sleep in the bed you
never want Then she asked me, What
else can I have that your wife doesn't
want?'

"This is a song about what wives
don't want," says Rubaoov as the crowd
exploded in laughter, '
. Rondo's final song was done in
English. The audience was hushed as
Ivanov took a crumpled paper from his
pocket that held the lyrics to Rod
Stewart's "Sailing." Ivanov seated

See Crowds page 25

ck Sullivan Arena
A1lbougb their lyrics were Russian, the
emotion their songs carried tranSCeIlded
the language barrier with abeat that any
American rock fan could identify with.
Rondo not only incorporated a

fast-paced rhythm in their music. but
also an dement of comedy that had the
audience fixed to the antics on stage.
Their fourth song was "a song about a
woman who comes home and fmds her
husband in bed with another woman."
explained keyboard player Evgeny
Rubaoov.

"'Hold on, says the husband. Let me
explain. I was driving and saw her
walking. I gave her a,ride home. She was

A talk with Sergeui

By SOren Wuerth
Northern Light News Editor

Sergeui Marlcin celebrated his birthday
this year in two countries on the same
day.

Markin. 28. had a birthday party at his
home in Moscow on Feb. 20 before

, boarding an Aeroflot plane to the U.S.
Aftez a 24-hour time change, he got to .

do it again. .
"He only celebrated his birthday (in,,'

• j , , •

.~.'. .
..... !" ...

. j'; I'

America) symbolically. he's been
running around so much." said a
translator for Markin at Chilkoot
Charlies one evening.

Markin, the lead guitarist for the
Soviet rock group Stas Namin, had little
time to settle down. An hour into the
interview, the wispy-haired, smiling
Markin was on the stage playing his
guitar with the enLhusiasm and intensity
of a cat playing with a ball of yarn.

See SIBS page 27
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East and West r
By Ar11t1a Jones
Northern Light Features Ecfdor

Guitar licks, sax solos, loud lyrics and
a heavy beat were the tools of ..0
negotiation between the audience and the
musicians at the Superpower Rock
Concert Iasl Saturday night

The concert featured international rock
at its best. Fans cheered hard as the two
Soviet bands - Rondo and Stas Namin -
filled the Sullivan Arena with the
universal sound of rock n' roll,
Soviet-style. .

East was followed by West as
American rocker Eddie Money took the

,:

stage. Wearing a T-shirt emblazoned
with a huge hammer and sickle emblem,
Money brought the crowd to its feet. and
for the rest of the night fans stood on
their chairs or crowded around at the base
of the stage.

First up was Rondo to play their
pop-style music. Lead singer, Alexandre
Ivanov brought the stage alive with his
frenetic performance, The motion and
antics never ceased as the band members
played and responded 10 the audiences'
feedback,
Rondo's music does not deal with

political issues, says Ivanov, but' rather
love and the people who experience it.

. ......

\
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Soviet press gaining freedom

Continued frOm psge 12 editor arrive with the following words
writing to include human interest topics written on the envelope - "Copies have
in the news.. been sent to the KGB and the Party

"We also began to cover the internal Secretary." Motivating editors to print
life of the Soviet Union and the coverage letters is the idea behind this practice,
was much more interesting for us." Ustmenko said.
Bukalov said. Although all the panelists agreed that

Tbe circulation of a weekly newspaper the quality of Soviet journalism has
in Moscow, Facts and Arguments, grew improved, Preskov said the Soviet press
from 800 thousand to 20 million in only. has many problems yet to solve.
three years. Bukalov said. ' Solving those problems will be like

Ustmenko said new freedoms have renovating an inhabited house.
created a nation of leuer-to-the-editor "Maybe it is not so interesting to live
writers. Even Gorbachov has been (in that house). but it is very interesting
critically mentioned by name, said to read about it," he said.
Ustmenko. Preskov also said that until Soviet

"The Russians, for the first time in leaders grow more comfortable with
their lives, are really enjoying expanded freedom of the press.
themselves by writing whatever comes "perestroika can be choked to death by a
into their heads." he said. strong embrace of love."
Ustmenko said many letters to the,
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~OC considers athletic exchanges with Soviets
Whether or not West can meet East in the sports arena is one of the

questions the Magadan Director of the Sports Organizing Commiuoe,
Sergei Makeev, arrived in Anchorage 10 answer this week. .

Makeev slashed through barrien of language and culture with a weapoo
that members of the Soviet delegation wield frequently: humor.

Without an interpreter present, UAA Athletic Director Ron Petro was
unsure how much English Makeev Wldentood at their meeting Thursday in
Petro's office. But on a short walking tour ofUAA's athletic facilities
Petro gave, Makcev humorously did his part 10 break the ice outside the

tiny entrance 10 a racquetball court.
"It's a prison?" he asked.
Makeev met with Petro and the rest of the Anchorage Organizing

Commiuee Thursday to discuss the possibility of future athletic
exchanges between the region of Magadan and the state of Alas1ca

"We discussed (through an interpreter) his agenda for coming over here,
what he has as far as sports concerns and (the possibility of) exchanges, ..

Petro said.
Magadan, located in the northeast comet of Siberia. is Alaska's closest

non-contiguous neighb<x'. The cities of Magadan and Anchorage share
similar northern latitudes (approximately 60 degrees) and, according to
Makeev, we share interests in the same sports. ,

Boxing, skiing, gymnastics, swimming and wrestling are the top
}X'Ofessional sports in the region of Magadan, Makeev said.

The AOC board meeting discussed fo".ll'geaeral categories of sporting
concerns with Makeev. according 10 Petro,

The first was professional or elite sports for athletes aged 18 to 26
which would match the level of Alaska's university programs. Second on
the list were the Arctic Winter Games.



JUNEAU: Talk of better relations
\ Continued from Page A·1 I
Pettyjohn, R-Anchorage.

"And I told some of my
conservative friends that
were skeptical of this visit,
say what you will about the

I Soviets, but the Supreme
Soviet has a lot higher turn-
over than our U.S. House of
Representatives. So what

.the heck. I think it's good
they're here."

The Soviets have come to
Alaska to ttt to cut some
business deals, negotiate an

I agreement to allow Natives
to travel between here and

\
there without visas and to
have a good time. They came
to Juneau to meet with Gov.
Steve Cowper and legisla-
tors.

Kobets said economic and
social changes in his cOQintry
are driving him to forge
what everyone here calls the
historic bond between Alas-
ka and the Soviet Far East.

But perestroika only goes
so far. And it was clear even
from the Soviet's short visit
to Juneau that all voices are
not yet heard equally.

"I don't agree with a lot
of people who say we are the
same," said Guennadi Alfer-
enko. "We are different and
it is important to under-
stand what is different."

As chairman of the Soviet
Union's Fund for Social In-
novation, created by Mikhail
Gorbachav two years ago,
Alferenko was billed as a
grand kahuna of glasnost
and perestroika. "He has ac-
cess to the inner circles in
the Kremlin," according to a
memorandum by the gover-

nor's Office of International
Trade. -

But Alferenko's com-
ments were not heard on the
House floor, at the joint
meeting of the legislature's
international trade commit-
tees or at a formal lunch at
the Governor's Mansion. Al-
ferenko's only audience was
a group of Alaska and Sovi-
et journalists and the gover-'
nor's press secretary who
lunched at a small restau-
rant downtown while the
"official delegation" was at
the man ion.

Alferenko had been on the
list for the mansion lunch
but the Soviet delegation re-
moved him. "We don't know
why. You can only ask so
many questions and still re-
tain diplomacy," said Ginna
Brelsford from the interna-
tional trade office.

"While denied an official
forum, Alferenko was not
shy to speak his mind on the
Soviet Union's attempts to
strengthen ties with the
United States, particularly
Alaska.

Alferenko said real
changes in the relationship
between the two countries
will have to come from out-
side the government. And
that's what his organization
is designed to do. Formed by
Gorbachav two years ago,
the Fund for Social Innova-
tion promotes various
causes. It sponsored a meet-
ing in Moscow last year be-
tween U.S. veterans of the
Vietnam war and Soviet
veterans of the Afghan war.

"Kobets is at the govern-
ment level. I want the peo-

ple level," Alferenko said.
"Because without that, peo-
ple say, 'Where is perestroi-
ka.' " -

He said it is important
success comes soon. "Just
sign protocols and have
press conferences and no re-
sults, no working systems is
not enough."

"Without success it will
be political games and Ko-
bets understands this very
well."

Indeed he does. In the
House and at an afternoon
press conference, Kobets
stressed that the Soviet
~onomy is getting worse
and the United States has
done little to help.

He said the Soviet Union
has to pay incredibly high
tariffs on goods imported
into America. "This situa-
tion doesn't contribute to
deepening relations for
trade."

But both he and Cowper
stressed that money is not.
the only issue. "Trade isn't
necessarily the main purpose
here," Cowper said. "I think
people have to remember
that Alaskans are also citi-
zens of the world and what
we are doing here today is
taking steps to make sure
tensions on an international
scale are reduced. We have a
lot more to contribute than
trade."

Said Kobets through his
translator: "I am satisfied
with the fact that we are
pioneers in making contacts
between our people and we
have to leave many stereo-
types between our nations
right here."



Russian rockers



Soviet rockers roll in,
a bit weary but ready

cultural exchange across the Be
ring Strait.

Two weeks ago, Camai arrange
for the rock bands to come to Fair
banks for two concerts, which are
at 8and 10p.m. tonight at The Roof.
Last week, Robyne Martin, a local
Camai volunteer, began arranging
a community potluck to welcome
the rockers.

More than 30 volunteers showed
up Monday night to clean tables,
spread tablecloths and help set up
the party. Musicians Tim Sprout
and Ben Rogers, a guitar duo who
call themselves Mylar, played soft
jazz in the background as the crowd
grew restless in anticipation.
"If this were a wedding recep-

tion, I'd be so humiliated," Martin
said, laughing.

At about 8p.m., when it appeared
that the special guests would not
make the party, Martin gave the
word for the feast to begin. As piles
of ribs, hot dogs, cole slaw, potato
salad and pastries disappeared,

(SeeSOVIETS, Back Page)

By MARTHAELIASSEN
Staff Writer

It.was a hostess's nightmare
come true.

At 7 p.m. Monday, the Alaska-
land Civic Center was decked out
for a potluck feast inhonor ofSoviet
musicians visiting Fairbanks. Ab-
out 150men, women and children
milled around the tables, some- '
members of the Russian Culture
Club-boning up on their Russian,
others tinkering with their camer-
as in anticipation of the Soviets'
arrival.

The guests of honor, meanwhile,
were on a Grayline bus on the icy
Parks Highway, making a slow,
careful journey from Anchorage.

Stas Namin, the Soviet Union's
top rock band, and Rondo, a popu-
lar new band in the U.S.S.R., were
part of a delegation of Soviet enter-
tainers, government officials and
journalists who visited Anchorage
last week. Their visit was spon-
sored by Camai, a Juneau-based

/ non-profit agency dedicated to

WELCOME TO ALASKA-Ed Davis of Fairbanks chats with Sasha I
singer of the Soviet rock group Rondo, during a community potluck at
Monday night. Brie

i:



Soviet musrcrans
From Page 1

for an all-American meal ofKen-
tucky Fried Chicken and Pizza
Hut supreme, their inquisitve
hosts sat right down next to
them and gazed in amazement
at the incredible wonder of shar-
ing a meal with their Soviet
neighbors. The curiosity level
was high.

One couple, Mary and Doug
Jatczak, came just to check
things out. "It's different," said
Mary, whoheld vigilin the lobby,
clutching her camera, waiting to
get a shot for her scrapbook as
the band walked thorugh the
door. By evening's end, though,
the Jatczaks were more than
just detached observers. Mary
got a big bear hug from Rondo
band member Sasha Ivanov af-
ter she explained that the two
cans he had received as gifts
actually contained smoked
salmon, not something you
smoke.

And while communications
might have been muddled, the
message was clear: Please come
into our home - as neighbors
and as friends.

The laid-back atmosphere of
the potluck helped the time pass
quickly for those who were wait-
ing. Two girls, noticeably
younger than the majority of the
crowd, flittered in merriment to
the folksy music of the two-man
band that entertained the
crowd. While the girls, Donna
Martin and Jennifer Mathison,
students at Lathrop High
School, were both born in the
70s their s le and dress were

very much 60s.
The anachronism isn't lost on

them.
"Wekind of wish we were born

in the 60s," said Mathison as she
scanned the vast room quickly
filling with people whom she
said looked like they came from
the hippie generation. "It looks
like a lot of neat people," she
commented.

And while the pair were obvi-
ously drawn to the affair by the
intrigue of Soviet 60s-style mu-
sic, their motivations for waiting
three hours to meet two bands
they'd never heard was a little
deeper.

Martin traveled to the Soviet
Union as part of a school trip a
few years back, and describes it
as a place with many trees and
not as bleak as one might imag-
ine. The Soviet Union and its
people, she said, don't fit the
mold we've cast for them. And
misconceptions are something
that Martin and Mathison are
accustomed to misconceptions,
as teenagers and as nonconform-
ists.

Martin explained that she and
Mathison are considered rebels
by many oftheir classmates, be-
cause of how they dress and the
people with whom they associ-
ate. She understands the stere-
otyping, but nevertheless views
many ofher classmates as close-
minded. "They don't open their
eyes," she said, building to the
analogy between their percep-
tions and the notions Americans
generally have toward Soviets.

The only difference between
people - any people - accord-

ing to Martin, is "Who will take
the risk of looking a little
deeper?"

Later, t'be Soviets received
numerous gifts, among which
were several journals of poetry,
writing and drawing, given by
the underground youth move-
ment of Fairbanks.

At a press conference on Tues-
day morning, band members
and their manager responded to
all sorts of questions about mu-
sic in the U.S.S.R., changes
under Mikhail Gorbachev, and
life in general. The image of the
Soviets as cold, hard-edged com-
munists was effectively dis-
pelled as the relaxed and candid
group spoke through a transla-
tor. Like Pete Townsend's ritual-
istic smashing of his guitar at
the end ofevery show, the Soviet
rockers shattered stereotypes.

Their message is simple:
Peeple are just the same every-
where. Rock musicians in the
U.S.S.R., just as in America or
Britain, make music about life,
politics, feelings and family.

But what about potlitical dif-
ferences and governmental dis-
cord?

"Government are people too,"
said Stas Namin lead singer
Sacha Losev, who added defi-
antly that rock 'n' roll is a never
ending story.

Lucy Bratash, who manages
both bands, explained the role of
rock is to help people live freely
and communicate about the
things that really matter.

"We must take care of each
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'The Voice of Alaska's Capital City'

Hot rock helps
melt Ice Curtain
Editor". Note: Empire reporter

Ed Schoenfeld was master of ceremo-
nies during Friday night's concert by
Soviet rock groups Stas Namin and
Rondo.

By ED SCHOENFELD
THE JUNEAU EMPIRE
In Centennial Hall's crowded

Miller Room, Sasha Ivanov, the
lead singer of the Russian rock 'n'
ron band Rondo, adjqsted.hia skin-
tight turquoise-and-black spandex

I
pants and explained to the transla-
tor that his group didn't want a
fancy introduction.

"Just say 'Rondo' - 'Rondo

\
Band,'" he said in broken English.
Glitter fell from his curly hair ase shared a joke in Russian with

e group's chubby keyboard play-
r, Evgeny Rubanov, who laughed
is he sewed a popped button back
mto his pants.

Next door in the Hammond
Room, Kelly Burnett, one of the
dozens of local people who contrib-
uted their time to make the concert

Ihappen, supervised the setup of a
buffet of food donated by local bus-
inesses so Rondo and their Soviet
musical cohorts, the Stas Namin

Group, would have something to
eat during the show. "They're big
on fish so I got some herring and
smoked salmon," she said, setting
out plates.

Down the long backstage hall,
volunteers strolled, walked and
ran, carrying soft drinks, deliv-
ering messages and comparing
notes on ticket sales. Itwas 10min-
utes past the concert's projected
s~rtlng time and peopleweres ill
fIlmg into the auditorium.

"We're ready," said Rubanov
in a heavy accent, standing in a
stage-side corridor wearing a but-
ton-laden, blue-green jacket, dis-
cussing the makeup of the assem-
bling crowd with volunteer Chip
Thoma.

"Lots of kids and old hippies,"
Thoma said, confusingRubanov.

"Hippies - like Woodstock.
You know Woodstock?" he ex-
plained to a nodding Rubanov as
outside, the restless crowd began
clapping and stomping their feet in
rhythm.

The lights flashed as Rondo
took the stage and began playing
their instrumental theme, almost a
cross between classical Russian

In concert: Stas Namin Groupperforms at Cente nial Hall.

harmonics and late-1970shard rock
set to a pop reggae rhythm.

As the band broke into a rock-
ing vocal number with a beat that
swept through the crowd, saxo-
phone player Igor Kruzhalin, wear-
ing neon pink pants and blues sun-
glasses, danced across the stage

beneath hanging Soviet, American
and Alaska flags.
On one side of the hall, high

school students in sweatshirts and
laceless sneakers crowded the
aisle, looking for a place to dance.
In the fifth row, a kindergarten-
aged boy stood on his chair and

Ibounced up and down to the beat,
almost losing his red-and-white
baseball hat. In the back, a woman
in an embroidered peasant blouse
and a jeans skirt swayed slowly
from side to side.

As the six members qf Rondo
Pi.... tum to Rock; Peg- 12
I



Rock ...
Continued from Page 1

danced, joked, played and' sang
their way through their set, a con-
tlict began brewing between the se-
curity volunteers - concerned
about keeping the aisles clear and
a safe zone in front of the stage -
and some of the younger members
of the audience, who wanted room
to dance.

Outside the hall, sitting on the
floor by the vending machines,
three teen-age girls shared their
frustrations. "This music is won-
derful and all these old fogies do is
.sit on their butts," yelled one, to no
one in particular. _

While the hall's no-dancing-dur-
ing-a-concert rules were main-
tained, a few chairs were moved
and some room was created for the
energetic rockers.

i
Leaning against a wall near the

stage, a half-dozen of the concert's
volunteers compared notes on the
music, the turnout, the weeks of
unpaid effort put in by members of
Cama'i and other supporting
groups, the goals of the event, and
the lack of sleep of all of those in-
volved.

"I'm fme," joked organizer Su-
san Clark. "I got a chance to take
a shower today."

The concert was part of an on-
going effort to thaw what organiz-
ers call "The Ice Curtain" between
Alaska and Siberia and their re-
spective countries. Cama'i -
Yup'ik for "hello" - began in 1986

as Alaska Performing Artists for
Peace and took a group of Alaska
performers on a tour of the Soviet
Union. It has since sponsored or
participated in other cultural ex-
changes aimed at opening the bor-
ders between Siberia and Alaska
and creating a greater under-stand-
ing between the people of the U.S.
and the Soviet Union.

The Friday night concert was a
spinoff of a larger event, "The Su-
perpowers of Rock Concert" fea-
turing the Stas Namin Group, Ron-
do and the American band Eddie
Money the previous weekend in
Anchorage. It was also the prede-
cessor of a series of goodwill con-
certs this week and next in Wash-
ington by the two Russian groups,
whose members are also volun-
teers.

"As musicians, they were not
paid anything. They were donating
all their artistic talent for the con-
cert," said Clark. "It was for
peace and for opening the bor-
ders.!'· .

While the concert - a fmanci'al
success - was difficult to pull off,
there were no problems with the
egos of the musicians, said Gusta-
vus resident Debbie Woodruff, one
of the event's organizers. "They
were terrific. These guys were ab-
solute gentlemen," she said.

After a brief intermission, it
was the Stas Namin Group's turn
to play. Wearing a black silk jack-
et and sipping a Pepsi, lead singer
Sasha Losev wandered behind
stage while the band played an in-
strumental introductory piece with
roots in the psychedelic sounds of

the '60s.
Less flashy than Rondo, the

group's rock 'n' roll sounds varied
from heavy metal guitar riffs to
melodic pop ballads. From a long
solo by drummer Nikolai Saphonov
to a wild guitar lead by sergei
Markin, the group played directly
to the audience, smoothly reflect-
ing its 20 years in the music field.

As the concert neared its end, a
smiling Losev addressed the audi-
ence. "Now, we do an American
song," he called out, as Saphonov's
drums rapped out the heartbeat in-
troduction of the Huey Lewis 19808
pop anthem, "The Heart of Rock
'n' Roll" as the crowd went wild.

By the time the group had fin-
ished another Lewis hit, "The Pow-
er of Love," a good portion of the
audience was on its feet.

"Are you tired?" asked Losev?
"You're not," he proclaimed, as

the band broke into the lightheart-
ed Beatles hit, "Back in the
U.S.s.R." to the cheers of thg
crowd.

As the audience flied out of the
hall, there was time for its mem-
bers to compare notes on the Sovi-
et musicians' version of rock.

"I thought Rondo had an incred-
ible amount of energy and great
moves," commented local bar-
band guitarist Cliff Meteer, who
volunteered on sound. "Stas
Namin was mature. They had a
real good sense of dynamics."

The reaction of 9-year-old Cedar
Stark, attending his first rock con-
cert, was less complex: "It was
great. I liked it a lot. I'd like to
play drums. "
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Delegation greets crowd: 'I would hope in 10years the borders between our two states woulq>~
secured only by friendship.'. \

Warm greetings for Soviets
Delegation, Cowper call
for increased cooperation

rme
, By LARRYPERSIL Y
\ 11tE AUOClATED PRESS

Gov. Steve Cowper and Soviet officials said Tuesday
they are not satisfied with the progress made toward in-
creased cooperation and visitation between Alaska and
the Soviet Union.

They want more.
"As for the development of our relations, I will not

make a mistake if I say ... we did many good things, but
we're not satisfied ... we could do much (more) in order
to make our original contacts more fruitful," said
Vyacheslav Kobetes, governor of the Magadan Territory
in the Soviet Far East.

Kobetes spoke through an interpreter at a press con-
ference in Juneau.

"I have more hope for our children," Kobetes said. "I
would hope in 10 years the borders between our two
states would be secured only by friendship."

Cowper said more needs to be done to establish trade,
tourism and cultural exchanges between Alaska and the
Soviet Union.
"It won't be the easiest thing in the world to establish

a lot o£trade relationships right away," Cowper said.
Joint ventures for fishing, trading information on Arc-

tic construction technology and easing tensions between
the world's superpowers are some of the possibilities that
may come out of the new Alaska-Soviet friendship, he
said.

Reception offers perfect
end to Soviets' busy day
By ERIC PETER
TlfE JUNEAU EMPIRE

The last official stop at the end of a very busy day for
nine Soviets visiting Juneau was a reception with the
public at Centennial Hall. .

The air in the room was rich with the smells of Alaska
seafood - crab, clams and shrimp - and other hors
d'oeuvres that covered three tables. The flags of the Sovi-
et Union, the United States and Alaska hung together
above a stage.

A large chunk of ice sat on one of the tables, perhaps
symbolic of the melting of a diplomatic "ice curtain"
that has separated two great nations since the end of
World War II.

The visit of the Russian delegation is a result of ef-
forts by the Camai Cultural Exchange. The Juneau-based
organization is dedicated to enhancing cultural ex-
changes between Alaska and the Soviet Union to break
down diplomatic barriers. Members of the delegation are
also interested in establishing economic links with Alas-
ka.

The room quickly filled with people who had no trou-
ble finding their way to the delicacies.

The Soviets were a little late, no doubt the result of a
busy day that began with their arrival from Anchorage
that morning. From the airport they had been taken to
the Alaska Legislature, met with Gov. Steve Cowper and
the press and then shown the area.



AI k h II Presid M .. ASSOCIATED PRESSaa an • 0: rest ent and rs. Bush shake hands this morning at Elmendorf Air Force Base.

Soviets ...
~ Continued from Pege 1
t- "We're only limited by our imaginations," Cowper
~t said in answer to a question from a Soviet journalist.

Kobetes and a dozen other government officials and
_ Soviet journalists spent the day in Juneau meeting with

Cowper and legislators, touring stores and attending a
public reception in their honor.

They arrived in Anchorage Monday and were sched-
uled to return there Wednesday morning for more activi-
ties in the state's largest city and a visit to the Kenai

I- Peninsula. .

Their Alaska visit will end with a folk concert Friday
and a rock concert Saturday in Anchorage, with a Soviet
rock band to share the stage.

The Soviets were invited here as part of Alaska's con-
tinuing effort to encourage cooperation and trade.

"Trade isn't necessarily the main purpose here,"
Cowper said, adding that Soviet and U.S. State Depart-
ment officials would start negotiations Thursday in An-
chorage to allow easier access for Eskimos between
Alaska and the Soviet Union.

The negotiations will key on establishing a commis- .
sion to discuss allowing Eskimos to travel across the bor-
der without a visa to visit relatives, Cowper said.-----------------~



U.S. CO-CHAIR
Dixie Belcher

APAPArtistic Director

USSR CO-CHAIR
Gennady Gerasimo

Editor, Mosccyw Ne Party ...
ADVISORY BOAl Continued from Page 1
Kay Brown They arrived in Anchorage from the Soviet Union on

Director. Oil & G. an Aeroflot jet on Monday along with other Soviets who
State of Alaska will be participating in a celebration in Anchorage of the

Nick Coti opening of the Bering Straight to diplomatic and cultural
Director. World A exchange.
juneau, Alaska

Dan Dixon I When the Soviets arrived at the reception they were
Director of Intern quickly engulfed by the crowd. The Soviets were recog-
State of Alaska I nizable only by name tags they wore and by enamel pins

Neva Egan of the Soviet and Alaska flags together.
Widow of former J Members of the Juneau Folk Ensemble wearing Hun-William Egan

Th H able Vic .garian folk costumes took the stage and began stepping
Alas~~~te Sena to a lively Slavic tune. The folk dancers followed with

Ellen Greenburg traditional African and Russian dances. A chorus of chil-
Director. Bering Str, dren led by Linda Buckley sang and they were followed

Strategy, Nome, A by Southeast Native dancers.
Bella Hammond i Some of the Soviet visitors were farther from home

Wlfe of former A th th
jay Hammond an 0 ers. ,

Willie Hensley Victor ~alo~ ~d Boris Krasnopolski are from
Chairman, Unit Magadan, a Siberian cIty of 170,000 on the Sea of Okhotsk
President, NAN just on the other side of the Kamchatka Peninsula from

Ir~~i~~H;~~r A AlthaskMa.Tim
d
okov is th~tteeChiefOffththepCoressde~ment on

Walter Hickel e aga an comnu 0 e mmumst Party.
Chuck Homer \ Krasnopolski is a member of the USSR Academy of Sci-

Sitka Founder. AI ences.
{Wilderness Tou~ "I feel like I'm at home here," Krasnopolski said

Tom jensen . when asked if his part of the world is like ours.
Dlrect°O'tJubh He struggled with his English to get his point across.
ALASC Hi k" ial d . h d h .Dr, Michael Krau I S WO~ IS m SOCI an. economic researc an. e's in-
Professor of Lind volved m a five-year project to promote economic devel-
University of Ali opment between Magadan and Alaska.

Michael Metty When asked if he's seen the effects of perestroika in
President. Tan~ his area he responded, "This visit is the result of
College. Fairb t ik "

The Honorable F peres ro a. . .
U.S, Senator, Al, Vyacheslav Ivanovieh Kobetes IS the governor of the

Tennys Owen Magadan Territory.
Owner. Artiqu "We thank you for opening your hearts to us," he said
Anchorage

Pat Peacock
Librarian, Kotzebue

Rosie Porter
Editor, Tundra Drum. Bethel

john Pingayuk
Chevak Mayor, lead APAPperformer

Yuri Ryktieu
Soviet author and poet,
Chukotka Peninsula

through interpreter Larisa Jirkova. "I hope that our visit
will open the feelings of people from both countries. We
share the same nature and climate and we are a similar
people."

Vasily Peskov is much farther from home. A journal-
ist for the Communist Party newspaper Pravda, he
joined the group as an observer. He's from Moscow, al-
most 3,000 miles west of Magadan and on the opposite
side of the earth from Juneau.

"We are all people of one world and that w.orld isn't
very big," he said. "There are so many good feelings be-
tween our people and our countries are growing closer
and closer."

Moscow journalist Gennady Alfrenko is a special cor-
respondent for Komsomolskaya Pravda, an edition of the
newspaper Pravda aimed at Communist Party youth,
and a member of the Foundation for Soviet Social Inno-
vation. His face is thin and intense and his English is
good. .

One of the projects initiated by the foundation was a
meeting of American Vietnam veterans with Soviet vet-
erans of the war in Afghanistan recently in the Soviet
Union.

"We are a part of a huge project to reach communica-
tion between Siberia and Alaska without government
support," he said. "So far people have been able to cross
the Bering Strait by plane and yacht.

"Love and forgiveness are the main driving forces in
society and humanity. The exchange of Soviet and Alas-
kan groups is a historical opportunity to celebrate life. "

He added that if the United States and Soviet Union
agree now to support mutual activities, he was ready to
open a business office in Juneau.

The delegation is returning to Anchorage today to join
the other Soviets leaving in their wake personal contacts
with Juneau residents and the hope that diplomatic, cul-
tural and linguistic barriers between our two countries
are really no wider than the narrow slip of water that
separates U.S. and Soviet territory.

,
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:Melting the
~.'Ice Curtain'
Extraordinary. That's the only way to describe

the weekend concert by the Soviet rock bands
the Stas Namin Group and Rondo.

Why was it so noteworthy? Because of the music?
Because of the performances? Because it was standing-
room-only? All of those factors were important, but the
most important aspect was that it happened at all.

Think back a year, five years, 10years. Then
- consider what the odds were of a couple Of Soviet rock

bands traveling halfway around the globe to perform in
" Juneau, Alaska.

Even a year ago, you'd get better odds on a bet that
former President Reagan -------- __
would ~ap his arms and ISSUE· Ex-
fly to NIcaragua on a •

• peace mission. While changes between
- Alaska-Siberia and U.S.- U S S· .

Soviet exchanges had .. , oVlet Union
been taking place, they
were usually on the scientific level. The chilly
relationship between the two superpowers precluded

-' more than the most perfunctory activities. I

While Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev has done f
much to warm the relationship between the United
States and the Soviet Union, something else very
special was also taking place on a person-to-person
level. A group called Cama'i - formerly known as
Alaska Performing Artists for Peace - has bypassed
clogged diplomatic channels. First with a performing
tour of the Soviet Union, then with a Friendship Flight
to Provideniya, Siberia, and now with an exchange of
Soviet and Siberian officials and the rock bands,
Cama'i has been rapidly melting the "Ice Curtain"
between Alaska and Siberia.

Along the way a lot of good is being done. Eskimos
whose cultures and families are divided by the political
boundaries are being allowed to get back together.
Trade and tourism between the two regions are being
cultivated. And, equally importantly, a realization has
developed that our neighbors across the Bering Strait
are just that - neighbors - and not sworn enemies.

While for national security reasons it would be
unwise for either nation to put away all the defensive
weapons, the recent exchanges do more for our peace
of mind than any Trident submarine or aircraft carrier r-

ever could.
These exchanges are remarkable. They are not

to en displays meant solely for the media. Rather, they
represent a genuine search for understanding between
Alaskans and Siberians, Americans and Soviets.
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all of the press in anticipation of the
long awaited reunification of the
Yupik speaking Eskimos of both
Alaska and Siberia. I kept looking for
some mention of Dixie Belcher with-
out whose perseverance and vision
"Friendship Flight I" would never
have taken place.

Each account mentioned a man
from Nome as having a vision in No-
vember 1986.A woman from Juneau
had a vision in April 1985and by No-
vember of 1986had already traveled
to the Soviet Union several times. In
October, 1986, a group of 67 Alas-
kans, including former Gov. Jay
Hammond and many Eskimos, trav-
eled to Siberia 'in the hopes of visiting .
Provideniya and returning to Alaska
across the Bering Straits. A disap-
pointed crew of Alaskans were de-
nied permission and sent back to
Alaska across twenty-two time zones
at great personal cost.

nation of Israel, nor any "group" of
people, but rather to bring the knowl-
edge of God and the revelation of his
love and mercy to the individual be-
liever as a genuine personal experi-
ence. Jesus will return to those indi-
viduals who have faith in God.

Secondly, although there may be
some "New Agers" out there who
think of themselves as godlike, to say
"The New Age dream is a lie. We are
not Gods nor are we capable of being
godlike outside of the salvation God
offers freely ... " is to say all New
Agers think of themselves as godlike.
The New Age movement is so di-
verse it cannot be labeled by narrow

. statements. 1t has sprung up as a re-
sult of improvements in the quality
of thinking. The quality of thinking is

step in the progression following
he standard of living. Once a people

reach a comfortable standard of liv-
ing, they begin thinking, "Is this all?
Am I happy now that I have sur-
rounded myself with food, shelter,
and conveniences?" This thought
process has been labeled the New
Age Movement.
Sincerely,
Daniel Mark Anderson
AukeBay

I read a "history" of the Frien
ship Flight provided for all of th
passengers on June 13. The so-calle
history began with the vision 0
.Nome resident Jim Stimpfle. It com
pletely omitted Dixie Belcher's rol
and her performing troupe. Tracking
the history of the Friendship Flight I
without mentioning Dixie Belcher is
like tracking the history of the abol-
ishment of slavery and failing to
mention Abraham Lincoln! Ridic-
ulous? Right.

Two Alaskans had a vision. Dixie
Belcher had a vision to reunite the
Eskimo people of Alaska and Sibe-
ria. Jim Stimpfle had a vision to
open up trade and tourism between
Alaska and Siberia. Both are excit-
ing visions.
Sincerely,
Linda Buckley
Juneau
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Rest of the story
A mid the excitement of t~e r~cent Friendship

Flight from Alaska to Siberia, an Imp~rtant
fact was lost in the shuffle. News stones

prominently mentioned that the flight was a vision of
Nome businessman Jim Stimpfle, who had long
dreamed of drawing Alaska and Siberia closer together
through trade, tourism and re~niting J\laskan Eskimos
with their relatives across the mternational border.

Mr. Stimpfle is to be congratulated for his vision, but
lost amid the hoopla was the fact that others have long
shared those dreams, especially that of reuniting the
Eskimos, whose families had been separated when the
border was closed

de~~~~:~~f~herof ISSUE: Juneau
Juneau is one of those woman key factor
who shared that dream. . F' d hi Fl' h
More than that, she In nen S Ip 19 t
helped make it a reality . .
in her own unique, unassummg way that has mcluded
personal sacrifice and dedication to the cause of peace
she deeply believes in. During the l~st thr.ee years, she
has traveled many times to the SOVIetUmon and
Washington, D.C., to meet with high-level offici.als,
including Gennady Gerasimov, the SOVIetForeign
Ministry spokesman.

Ms. Belcher, however, has done more than talk
about better U.S.-Soviet relations. Two years ago, she
organized the Alaska Performing Artists for Peace, a
group of 6'Z.Alaskans that included gospel singers,
Eskimo dancers and even former Gov. Jay Hammond.
Working on the slimmest of budgets, that group toured
the Soviet Union bringing the people of our two nations
closer together ~ith a lyrical, universal message of
peace.

Ms. Belcher has not stopped there. She has continued
her efforts through her many contacts in Washington
and Moscow. Just last spring, she toured the United

. States with Mr. Gerasimov, who came to Alaska a
second time to meet with Gov. Steve Cowper and the
Eskimos who live in the Bering Straits.

She even traveled to Moscow during the recent
summit between President Reagan and Soviet
Secretary General Mikhail Gorbach~v. It is.not.
coincidental that approval for the Friendship Flight
came soon after that summit.

Ms. Belcher's efforts may not be the only reason the
Friendship Flight took place. It i.sdoubtful, however,
that it would have taken place WIthout them.
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Dear Editor:
As a member of the Alaska Per-

forming Artists for Peace, I followed
VISA and MasterCard accepted

BY GARRY TRUDEAU



MOSCOW NEWS weekly No. S, 1986

Even the editor-in-chief's spacious room wasn't big enough for this
animated friendship dance performed by Chuna with his friends John
and Teresa Pingayak.

Photo by Artur RIKKELMAN

Warm wishes
from a cold •region

I wasworking in the quiet of my room, when my eers caught sounds that
were not exactly usual for our office. Going into the .corridor, I found
myself in the centre of a peculiar ~rC?cession.Its participants wore fur
parkas and trousers, embroidered fur boots, colourful beaded headdres-
ses, and were singing to the eccompaniment of a tambourine!
"These are American Eskimos from the Alaska Performing Artists for

Peace group," said Dixie Belcher, its President, as she later introduced
herself. "We know that Gennady Gerasimov, Moscow News Editor-in-
Chief, is the only Soviet journalist to have visited the northernmost point of
Alaska, Point Barrow, and we are eager to meet him."

"What differentiates American Eskimos from Soviet Eskimos?" I asked
Chuna Mcintyre of the Yupik tribe, when we entered the editor's office.
"There's prac,tically no difference. Some of our tribes speak the same

languages asSoviet Eskimos.We even still have Russiannames. There are
Russiannames also on the geographical map - the Chichagof or Baranof
islands. According to old Russiantradition we celebrate Christmas on the
night of January 6, and on January 7.

"On New Year's eve," said Dixie Belcher, "We filmed a video cassette
showing how the performing artists and 360 other residents of Alaska went
down to the ice of the Bering Strait to perfor.m a symbolic dance of peace
and unity with the Soviet people. At the end we all sangyour 'May There
Always Be Sunshine' song in Russianand English. The cassette is our New
Year's present to you. Next August I'm planning to take a new group to
{the Soviet Union - 70 artists from various folklore companies."
"The C.U.S. Public Television ordered for me a film about your country,

the life of the peoples of the North, their meetings with American Eskimos
and their folk pop-session," said Terry Sanders,a Hollywood film director
who accompanied the group of Eskimo artists. "It will be telecast in all
50 states of America. I'm sure that the picture jwill be a success. First,
because there have been no such films on 'our film market. Second,
because we'll show positive aspects of our countries. e·nough film
describing the negative aspects of our countries has already been shot to
pave a road from Washington to Moscow. Third, and this is the main thing,
ours will be an antiwar, picture - meaning that it will leave no one
indifferent. Everyone understands today that in the event of nuclear
holocaust no one will escape its consequences - even those who live in
the most remote parts. Does a nuclear mushroom need a visa?!"
"There is a legend in my country," Chuna Mcintyre rejoined the

conversation. "Once upon a time there was a lake in Alaska that was so
transparent that schools of fish were visible in it. On one occasion it turned
crimson because of the blood shed by the Eskimos' internecine wars. Since
then the lake has become known as Bloody. At that time our ancestors
decided to make pe~ce, and for five hundred years since, we have not
violated it.
"Today Eskimos live partly on Soviet land and partly on American. There

was a time when we used to visit our Soviet brothers across the Bering
Strait on dogsleds in winter and in light boats in summer. But in 1948,the
cold war grew unbearably 'cold'. We were denied the chance to contact
our relatives.
"But who if not us, Soviet and American Eskimos,should get together to

, smoke the "peace pipe" together'? We have brought warmth with us
from the North and we want our heads of state to conclude the samekind
of peace pact as my ancestors did long ago."

Yelena KHANGA



proximity to that land, AIowa ob-
serves.

"From time immemorial,
they had been in contact with
each other," he says.

Although Alowa never made it
to the Siberian mainland, his re-
latives have stood upon its
shores. If he were to travel to
eastern Siberia, chances are he
would find a native who could,
converse easily in Siberian
Yupik. He estimates up to 10 per-
cent of the native Siberians
speak the language.

'However, not many folks on
Saint Lawrence Island are fluent
in Russian, he observes.
It wasn't until this century

that the ~Yupik language was
ever written down, Alowa notes,
"so our language and history is
based in memory."

For generations, long before,
Vitus Bering sailed into the area
in the early 17th century, village
elders handed down the oral his-
tory and culture of the Siberian
Yupik people.

Isaac Alowa, Alowa's father
and Savoonga's postmaster, died
when Allen was a youngster.

"I had to learn about hunting
to support my sisters and my
mother," he says. "I hunted wal-
rus and seals. I was only 13 years
old - I skipped school in Sa-
voonga to hunt for food."

Those hunting trips for walrus
and seal took him to points within
sight of the Siberian coastline.

But his father, perhaps know-
ing that the island could no
longer escape the encroachment
of the Western world, urged

Alowa to become more than a
subsistence hunter.

"He was a bright person':'
Alowa recalls. "He told me, 'Son,
go to college. Learn the Russian
language.' "

With that advice, Alowa
sought to learn about Soviet poli-
tics in an attempt to gain further
insight into the status of his Sibe-
rian-bound relatives. He eventu-
ally attended Sheldon Jackson
College in Sitka and later the uni-
versity.

But Alowa has not forgotten
his homeland, which he visits fre-
quently. The past and present
coincide on the .sland, he ob-
serves. Bowhead whale bones
bleach on the shore near Gam-
bell, and "there are stilI tons and
tons of whale and walrus bones,"
he says.

But the drumming hoofbeats
of countless reindeer no longer
thunder across the island. He es- .
timates there are now no more
than 1,000reindeer. -

Yet the past continues to
haunt the present, he adds, not-
ing the cargo of the first whaling
ship docking at the island in 1843.
"That's when alcohol arrived,"
he says. "The alcohol was traded
to the people at Gambell."

Now" he says, the island has
an alcohol and drug abuse prob-
lem, not unlike most parts of the
world.

But the trading vessels which
he witnessed in his youth were
well received by the Yupik peo-
ple. "They would trade goods to
the native people - for fox furs,
baleen, muktuk, ivory carvings,"
he recalls. "They would take gun
powder, tea, lard, sugar, flour.
They made the trip every sum-
mer.

"I like that bartering sys-
tem," he adds.

In fact, Alowa plans to start a
similar trading venture this sum-
mer.

However, his dream would be
to eventually regain contact with
Eskimos on the Siberian shore.

"People are trying to figure
out a, way to get to Siberia," he
says. "Perhaps we could meet on
Little Diomede Island and imple-
ment a good relationship."

Unfortunately, information fil-
tering to the West indicates that

eoples
many people who lived in vil-
lages in eastern Siberia have
been relocated by the Soviets in
an attempt to permanently sever
whatever bonds remain, Alowa
says .

. But he is encouraged that
there may be a thaw in the Cold
War, thanks to overtures toward
the West by the new Soviet
leader Mikhail Gorbachev.

"We may have a good chance
today," he says. "We would like
to open up one or two days over
there. It would be very interest-
ing."

seeks reunion wi
by Paul Fattig
TImes Writer

When the t 0 titans
- one in oscow;
the other inWash-
ington, p.C.

t

Faces of Alaska
on the Siberian mainland, a
scant 40 miles distant.

"In 1948, visits were cut off

wants to see cor.
resumed betweel
inhabitants and
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Martin Luther King Anchorage Community Choir - led by Dorothy Grant, gospel
choir director from Detroit. Dorothy Grant has been featured on 8
albums -' 5 as lead soloist and 3 as director

Alaska State Chamber of Commerce
Siberian Gateway Project

BOI B Sired, Sulte '10(1
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Soviet Performers

Stas Namin Group - probably the best known rock group in the USSR.
Have sold 40 million records underground

Kalenov Bridge - rock group from Novosibirsk, Siberia. One of the
hottest rock bands on the contemporary Soviet scene.

Poktovsky Singers - One of the top Russian folk groups. Their leader
Dmitri Pokrovsky, has just received the highest
award for the performing arts from Secretary
Gorbachev. They completed a successful tour of
the United States last summer.

White Sail Dancers - Eskimo dancers from the Chukotka Peninsula. They
have performed allover the Soviet Union and in
Greenland and Copenhagen.

American Performers

Eddie Money - top American rock artist. Currently has a hit record
on the top 20 on the charts.

Eskimo dancers from St. Lawrence Island, Chevak and the North Slope

Susan Osborne - lead singer with Paul Winter for 8 years

Anchorage Children's Choir

Chuna McIntyre - well known Yupik dancer, singer and artist

Camai is currently negotiating with several top American performing
artists to appear at these concerts.



THE YISION
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In the far north, in the middle of the Bering Sea, lie two islands, two miles
apart--one American and one Sovietu very day, people on both islands watc~
each other through binocularso So ti1es they waveu
On Stu Lawrence Island, 38 miles f om(the Siberian coast, Alaskan Yup'ik
Eskimos pick up the Yup'ik songs 0 their Soviet brethren on radiou The
older people speak familiarly of tre Siberian mainland, where they visited
years ago, where some were borno
There has been no official contact between these people since the Second
World Waro They speak the same language, hold the same cultural heritage
and share relativesu I

Few People realize the geographic, cultural, historical and linguistic J
ties between the Soviet Union and Alaskao Alaska was a part of Russia
for nearly a centuryu Many of its geographical names are Russiano YUP'i!~S
have discovered more than 100 commonly used words in their language that
are Russianu Many Alaskans have Rus~ian family names and use Russian
music and dance in family celebrationso The Russian Orthodo~Church is
still a power ful force in the State, particularly in the vyilageso I
Alaska Performing Artists for PeacJ (APAP) was formed in February, 19851
to create long term cultural exchange, and through the medium of song &nd
dance, send a message of world pe~c~ from the people of Alaska to the people
of Siberiao
In October, 1986, 67 APAP members terformed across the Soviet Union on a
three week tour of peace and friendshipu Included were white performers
from Juneau and Homer, Black gospel singers from Anchorage and twenty-five
Eskimos from six villages around the Stateu Their focus was on the re-
unification of the Soviet and American Eskimos, on their decision to end
war five hundred years ago, and on the Eskimo drum as an ancient symbol
of peaceo Fourteen performances were given to standing room only crowds
from Leningrad to Khaborovsk. The Soviet press billed them as "Alaska's
gift to the Soviet Union" and thousands were turned away at the dooro
During one performance 1200 Soviets broke down a door trying to gain
entrance. Four and five standing ovations were given throughout almost
every performance. ..
In Leningrad, Siberian Yup'ik Eskimo students tentatrvely approached
the Alaskan Eskimos, speaking in Siberian Yup'ik. There are two thousand
people in the world that speak this language, one thousand on each side
of the Bering Straits. That night and during the remaining days in
Leningrad, these people shared photographs, stories, hugs, and tears.
One woman learned that her adopted brother with whom she had shared the
first twenty years of life, was still aliveo
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After the performances, party 0 'fielitls across the Soviet Union phoned
¥uri Rytkheu at his home in Lenilgr10 Yuri is Soviet co-chair of
APAP, and a renowned Eskimo authr f'om the village of Eulan, located
directly across the Bering Strait f'om Alaskao It has been his lifetime
~oal 'to reunite these people. T~leiI,:ficialshad been deeply touched
~y the performances and wanted to h~ ~ to reunite the Alaskans with their
Soviet relatives. Rusty wheels a e:urning in the Soviet Union and for
the first time in forty years, Sovie Eskimos are preparing to cross the
Bering Straits to visit their Ala~ka .neighbors this summer.

. \ IYuri Rytkheu has just completed a t 1 to Alaska, where he and Dixie
Belcher sopke !~o Eskimo villagers, m~ bers of the State Legislature,
Governor Cowper, and ofher native lea'~ersand State officials regarding
the summer visit of their Soviet neigl~ors. Yuri spoke and showed slides
of his side of the Straits, garnering great enthusiasm around the State.

I

It is the hope of APAP that the Soviets will be allowed to cross the
Straits in walrus skin boats, as they routinely did until 1948. If
this is not possible, APAP will atrar~e to fly them to Alaska from Tokyo.
The villages of Gambell and savoon\a, located on St. Lawrence Island,
38 miles from the Soviet coast, are ~wepared to welcome their relatives,
with traditional feasting, singing ~nd dancing. Alaska native peoples
around the State also wish to exten~ a traditional welcome. The Tlingit
Indian nation in Southeast Alaska, wh~ch successfully fought the Russians
during their occupation of Alaska, J!an to have a formal ceremony of
peace in Sitka, the old Russian Amerlcan capitol. There has never been
a treaty of peace between the Tling1ts and the Russians and technically,
they are_still at war.
On July 23rd, the annual Eskimo Olympics will be held in Fairbanks. Eskimos
from allover Alaska will compete in traditional sports, and the national
press win be in attendance. At that time, the Alaskan performers that
toured tht Soviet Uniofl will perform together with their Soviet neighbors.
Traditional songs and dances and a blanket toss will be performed together.
Plans will be discussed regarding the re-opening of the Straits to
native peoples, and the possibility of a bi-annual festival of the arts,
to be held in alternating countrieso Also scheduled are discussions
regarding a perforwing troupe comp~sed equally of Soviets and Alaskans
that would perform in both the U.S. and the U.S.SoR. This troupe would
focus on traditional peoples common to both countries, but would include
non-traditional p~rformers as in t~e October tour.

.I
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TOP ,SOVIET SPOKESMAN CALLS AT LITTLE DIOMEDE.~. .

Villagers give visitor warm welcome
Gerasimov makes. no promises, but talks of melting the 'ice curtain'

• Photo by r"",... _
With the news media In tow, Gennadl GeraslmoY walks In front of a one-word sign on the Little Diomede Store. The Russian word Is "Peace."

By CLAIRE RICHARDSON
DailyNewscorrespondent

G ennadi Gerasimov did
not want to go to Little
Diomede. At least, not
when he first heard the

idea from organizers of his whirl-
wind Alaska trip that took him
through Juneau, Anchorage and
Nome.

"That island is so far away,"
said Gerasimov, chief spokesman
for Soviet leader Mikhail Gorba-
cnev. The island is also known

for unpredictable weather that
often strands visitors.

But when the weather cooper-
ated Sunday afternoon, Gerasi-
mov gamely boarded a chartered
twin-engine plane and flew the
ISO-mile, 45-minute trip to the
tiny island overshadowed by its
Soviet neighbor, Big Diomede,
almost three miles away.

The clouds hung low over the
Bering Strait as Gerasimov's
plane landed on the ice runway.
The island's village perches pre-

cariously along its steep, rocky
base. And While the residents of
Diomede had no trouble scram-
bling up the slippery path to the
school, Gerasimov and his entou-
rage - surrounded by curious
children - gingerly made their
way up the ice steps.

Once inside the school gym,
Gerasimov spoke to the villagers
about opening the border be-
tween Siberia and Alaska.

"It's not an iron curtain," Ger-
asimov said, Hit's an ice curtain."

He also pointed out that it was
the FBI that in 1948 ended a
lo-year agreement between the
governments that allowed Eski-
mos to trade and visit with their
neighbors across the Bering
Strait.

"Of course, we also collaborat-
ed," Gerasimov added. "Now I
think the Cold War years must be
over, and with the Cold War over
this ice curtain must melt and I

See Back Page, GERASIMOV
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Residents of LIttle ~loin8de_cluater around Soviet spokesman Gennadl Gerulmov efter hi•• rriv.1 on the .... iId Sunday. '

GERA"NtOVi' Soviet speaks of melting the 'ice curtain'
~ ~",.,~.......~"'. !.' ..

I ContinuedIiorilPage A-1 'I ~peaking on nuclear dlsarma- copters and boats on the big, plains the restrueturlng of the
. ment and Soviet-American rela- island. Soviet economy.

think we have hoPe 'to see each tions. His ,Alaska trip came at There have been a few in- The crowd roared with laugh-
othermoreofteni:low,",.", the invitation of Dixie Belcher; stances where Eskimos have met ter when Gerasimov aeld his

Several of the ,n~ly; 200 vil- head of Alaska Performing Art~ each other at the date line, but boss' book and said, "It's very
lagers presented their. Intema- ists for Peace. The trip, which travel is forbidden. Two Ameri· interesting that his book has
tional visitor with, ivory carv- began Friday, was primarily cans who walked across the date- even made the best-seller lists,
ings. Andrew" Kunayak gave sponsored by the Alaska State line were arrested and held by and it's also very interesting that
Gerasimov a chann. Chamber of Commerce and the the Soviets in 1986and 1987. you are paying for Soviet propa-

Governor's OUtce of Internation- But last August, Californian ganda."
"1 hope we 'see our Cousins . al Trade. , Lynnt: Cox-was given .permission Gerasimov was asked if plans

across there someday in person, At one point during the two·' to swim between the two islands for a friendship flight between
so this is our good luck to you," hour Diomede tour, Gerasimov and was warmly greeted by the Nome and Provideniya would ac-
he said. \" asked the U.S. television crews Soviets who had flown to the tually happen.

"Thanks," replied Gerasimov, to take, photos of him standing desolate island from Siberia. "1 personally view this flight
"1 need it." '" ~ next to a huge sign with the Sunday, while gazing toward as kind of a symbolic gesture,"

Later the villagers performed word '~'Peace" palnted in Rus- the hidden Siberian coastline al- Gerasimov said, adding that he
several Native dances for Gerasi.' sian. The sign, propped in front most 35 miles away, Gerasimov didn't think anyone could sustaln
mov. He refused to join ,in the the N,ative ston;, usually hangs said t~e trip to the international ~,uch an effort" commer~ially.
dancing but spoke to everyone from, the bullding as a silent date llne was worth it.. .' .well, not yet, he continued,
who approached him. " . ~g to those on the Soviet "it really is an experience to "but maybe in the future it will

. ald ,..., ,..fslanll who might watch the vil- see how close we are, geographi- be commercially sound."
The children Stu they .:had, lage. , . cally, and still worlds apart .In After watching the King Is-

helped ~o clean the sC!l,?ol in Gerasimov was shown the nu-: other ways."" land Dancers perform, Gerasi-
p~paratlon for the VIP VISIt. merous polar bear skins and Later, at a dinner in Nome, mov sloshed through the mud to

Every~ne washed up an~ homes, but he was not invited Gerasimov told a crowd of 200 a waiting van, taking back to
cu:led their hair to meet .him, into the National Guard armory. that he was impressed by the Moscow gifts of ivory, a gold pan
~,a~dMyrna !,CUIlayak excitedly, For years, since the Eskimos who openness and friendliness of and a giant framed photo of
1 m glad he s, here ~d 1 hope used to live on Big Diomede were Alaskans. While Gerasimov was Nome.

they, open the international date relocated by the Soviets in the being presented numerous gifts, "I have seen a picture of Provo
Iine, ' , ,19505,local guardsmen have used Lonnie O'Connor of Nome asked ideniya," Gerasimov said, "and 1

Gerasimov has spent the last' the armory to watch by telescope him to autograph Gorbachev's must tell you that your skyline is
, two weeks in the 'United ,States, for any movement of Soviet heli-. book. "Perestroika," which ex· more appealing to me,"

,":.. \_________ ..,... ~_,,'~ .l_ ----::_=-=-=---
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Americans break the ice in Siberia
Associated Pre..

James Stimpfle
'Friendship flight' organizer

PROVIDENIYA, U.S.S.R. - A
planeload of Americans landed to
a warm welcome Tuesday in this
remote Siberian city as a 'friend-
ship flight' broke through a border
closed since 1948.

"After 40 years, we are really
excited about seeing our relatives,"
said John Waghiyi, 64, a Siberian
Yupik Eskimo born on St. law-
rence Island, 43 miles from the
coast of Siberia.

Schoolchildren waved Soviet
and American flags. Local officials
and visitors shouted greetings in
Russian, English and Yupik over
the roar of jet engines at the
airport.

Leaders of the Alaska delega-
tion were handed carnations in
front of an airport building
adorned with a, sign proclaiming
"Peace and Friendship Between
Alaska and Chukotka!"

Chukotka is' the province in
which Provideniya is located.

Formality soon gave way to a
frenzy of hugs, handshakes and
trading of pins, flags, chewing gum
and postcards.

"We are very glad to see you,"
said Galina Tegret, secretary of the

" There's
security in
friendship. , ,

local Communist Party commit-
tee, told a busload of Eskimos on
the way into town from the
airport.

Waghiyi said he planned to
spend his day in Siberia looking
for a distant relative on his father's
side, whom he remembers visiting
as a young man, just before Cold
War tensions closed the Alaska-Si-
beria border.

"The next year, I was going to
see him at Gambell (on St. law-
rence Island). He was going to give
me a Russian coat, but they closed
the Russian border."

Waghiyil was among'. 80 Eski-
mos, Alaska politicians, peace ac-
tivists and journalists who made
the 225-mile flight aboard an Alas-

Alaskans promoting the idea.
It was a day long in coming for

James Stimpfle, 40, a Nome resi-
dent who dreamed up the flight
two years ago as a way to help
thaw the icy relations between
Alaska and Siberia.

Stimpfle said he wrote hun-
dreds of letters to U.S. and Soviet
officials, trying to win acceptance
for his idea of breaking down poli-
cal barriers with goodwill.

"There's, security in friend-
ship," Stimpfle said. .

His idea won greater acceptance
when Alaska Airlines, the largest
air carrier serving Alaska, hopped
on the 'friendship flight' bandwag-
on last September.

The airline is seeking Soviet ap-
proval for twice-weekly tourist ex-
cursions between Nome and
Provideniya.

Provideniya, with about 5,OOC
residents, is a gray port city of con-
crete-block apartments surrounded
by, mountains. Remnants of the

Associated Press winter's pack ice still clog the
ka Airlines Boeing 737 from the fringes of the harbor. Like the wes-
western Alaska town of Nome. • tern Alaska town of Nome, an old

The Soviets approved the one- gold-rush town of 3,700 people,
time charter flight earlier this Provideniya has no roads leading,
month, after two years of work by to more populous areas inland.

Soviets ...
From Page 6
other, because we have only one
world," she said, "and it is a
small world."

The visit from the Soviets
implies that the future of the
world is perhaps a little brighter
today and Americans are a bit
more enlightened for having
exchanged ideas and caught a
glimpse of Soviet citizens.

"The sun shines now,"Bratash
concluded.
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• Sponsors sought for Soviet tour
Continued from Page 1

She's looking for sponsors. Any
sponsor regardless of size of com-
pany. She predicts heavy interna-
tional advertising and promotion in
a program she bills "could be the
largest goodwill tour in the world."

Thus far, maybe 50or 60people are
involved in the project on both sides
of the Iron Curtain.

Dixie Belcher
She calls it a grassroots effort. Her

dedication, while personally fulfill-
ing, hasn't translated into any kind
of compensation for the four years
she's been involved. Camai will con-
tinue to push projects, with the world
tour headlining efforts, she says. The
organization will also press for no-
visa travel between Siberia and Alas-
ka for Inuit people and continued
cultural exchange on a regular basis.

"There's so many ideas, there's no
end to the possibilities," Belcher said.

She listed youth conferences, vol-
leyball tournaments, boxing, kayak

expeditions and all sorts ofjoint ven-
ture opportunities on the business
side as potential curtain melters of
the coming months.

The biggest event that Belcher con-
siders a continuing coup is the estab-
lishment of an Alaska branch office
of the Soviet Foundation for Social
Inventions by Gennady Alferenko, a
Soviet geophysicist by trade. Head-
ing up the effort on this side in
Juneau is JoAnn Zentner.

"Alferenko is in charge of putting
joint ventures together," Belcher said.
"He's sort of like my brother over
there. The possibilities for joint ven-
tures between Alaska companies and
Soviet agencies right this minute are
unlimited."

When Belcher was in Moscow last
November planning the final details
for the trip by Soviet dignitaries this
past February, she had to act the
part of a U.S. representative. Her
position forced her into almost an
ambassadorial role when the people
of that country questioned her on
everything from business ties and
available products to the weather in
her home state.

"All I had to say prior to my visi tis
that I had an Alaska businessman
who was interested in joint ventures
coming along and the sky opened
up," she said of reaction by Soviet
citizens and contacts. "Their econ-
omy is pressing the incentive."

The Soviets w, -. to to diversify. Alas-
ka, or meeting WI );he United States
through an avenue that is increas-
ingly being referred to as the U.S.
economic back door, appears to be
their best route.

"My experience with the Soviets is
if you go through the bureaucracy,
you mayor may not be successful,"
she said. "In any case, it will take
quite a bit oftime.lfyou go over there
and make friends who can run around
the system or come in through back
doors of the appropriate agencies

and make end runs, you can find ington D.C.," she said. "People said
yourself with a signed contract in it was a crazy idea."
days. But the tour came off, somehow.

"The trick is to find who those Concerts were held throughout Sibe-
indi viduals are, and my experience is ria and the reception was, in Belcher's
that that's by personal contact." words, "wonderful."
- Belcher originally got the idea to "Thousands broke down doors to
open up the Bering Straits in 1985. get into our concerts," she said. "Sev-
Back then, people thought she was eral times all over the Soviet Union,
crazy. Now, all sorts of newspaper thousands in the audience evenbegan
people are interviewing her as a vis- singing 'We shall overcome.'
ionary and hero (including myself). "It changed my whole cell struc-
Nome's Jim Stimpfle tame on board ture. I was overwhelmed. Party offi-
some two years later and the two cials started calling Moscow saying
have worked closely on the project how touched they were. It kind of
ever since. Their focus began as a started things moving a little bit.
reunification of Inuit people and ex- "It just shows that anything can
panded in scope from there. In fact, happen anywhere."
Belcher said she made a pinhole of Belcher plans a letter writing cam-
sorts and more and more just came paign to help settle the debt rolled up
flowing through. It was just tough by the last arts project. New features
starting the first tear in that curtain. may include a visit by Yevtushenko

In 1986,shemadethreetripstothe Yevegeny, the Soviet Union's most
Soviet Union. The last was a tour of famous poet, a tour by Georgia SSR
67 Native dancers and singers and chefs ("fantastic food," she says),
black gospel singers. Since the per- and a number of others.
forming arts is her forte, she origi- If you're interested in contributing
nally intended to light people's imag- to the effort, call 789-0449or drop a
inations over there. letter in the mail to 1991 Hughes

"I couldn't get any interest inWash- Way; Juneau 99801.
~
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The one arena Dixie has not been successful in is fmances. In fact,

one of ~he many lessons she has learned in the last four years is that
peace II? not profitable. Not that she was looking to make money in
the name of peace. But because of her dedication to the cause of
peace and because she has invested her savings in that cause, Dixie
now stands to lose her house through foreclosure.

As executive director of Camai, the non-profit group that grew out
of the Alaska Performing Artists for Peace, Dixie is scheduled to
receive a salary of $3,000a month. The organization, however, has
never had any money to pay her. At one point last summer, Dixie
even toyed with the idea of giving up her dream and getting a steady
job and living like a "normal" person. She abandoned that idea for a
reason: "If we all march together and none of us takes any risks
we're going to march together right off the edge of the cliff. Big ~tuff
doesn't happen unless you're willing to take risks."

Dixie will tell you the house isn't that important to her. The world
won't come to an end if she loses it and somehow things will all work
out: The house does enable her to pursue her dream, however. It was

T
here are dreamers and there are doers. designed to be self-sufficient with renters paying the lion's share of

Then there are the dreamers who dare to do. the mortgage - a concept which worked fme until a few years ago
This last group is those all too rare individuals who when the bottom fell out of the rental market and Dixie had some

act from their hearts and not their heads. They are the empty rooms. She missed three payments during that time. She was
I people most of us enviously stare at from the sidelines as they pursue told oft~e bank's decisi.on to foreclose shortly before the Anchorage

To their dreams. While the rest of us are mindful of life's "Mustn'ts" celebration, The house ISscheduled to be auctioned oft May 25.
and "Don'ts" "Shouldn'ts" and "Won'ts" these dreamers who do Don'tget uswrong. We believe people should pay their debts. We
seemed nev~r to have learned the meaning of "no," "can't" and know busmess ISbusmess, and we're quite certain bank officials have

D "never." They have a knack for making the impossible possible. heard every reason under the sun why homeowners in trouble
Dixie Belcher of Juneau is one of those people. For about the last deserve some leniency.

M four years, Dixie has been pursuing her dream of world peace in a On the other hand, we think dreamers who do should be
grassroots sort of diplomacy that uses the performing arts to bring encouraged. It is through their efforts that the world is changed.
people together. It's a pie-in-the-sky sort of idea. The kind of idea that Those of us who are merely dreamers or doers reap the benefits of

T most of us would put in the "nuttier-than-a-fruitcake" file. At the those who dar~ to do their dreams. .
To most, we would say let the diplomats or a vague "someone else" take Alaskans will have the chance to help the cause of Camai, and
e care of the business of peace. consequent!y help Dixie, in some fund-raisers scheduled for later this

Not Dixie. She's the kind of person who believes that one person, month and m early May. The last weekend in April people all across
Pa one ordinary person, can make a difference in the world. She's proof the s~te ar:e bemg asked to host 10people in their home for a Soviet-

of that. . Geor~lan ~er. The guests will pay $35 for the evening; hosts are
R Just look at the February celebration she organized in Anchorage donat~g ~eIr food and energy. In addition, a "roast" in Dixie's

to mark the melting of the "Ice Wall" that for more than 40 years has honor ISbemg pla,nned for May 6 at the Elks' Lodge. We encourage
Jo separated the people of Alaska from those in the Soviet Union. For everrone who believes in peace and making impossible dreams
y .the celebration, a delegation of 92 Soviets flew across the Bering pos~lble to pa!iicipate. Details about the events can be obtained bysStrait in an Aeroflot jet. The delegation included Soviet party callmg C~al at 789-0449.

officials, rock stars, Eskimos, business leaders, educators, students. We'~ ~k~ to see the fund-raisers produce enough money not only to
It was a first. Dixie was a large part of the energy that made it keep Dixie m her house, but to keep her dream alive.

happen. Some would say she is THE energy that made it happen, but
Dixie is quick to say lots of others were involved and without their
help it wouldn't have been possible.

Dixie describes it as the wildest week of her entire life. And a
dream come true. Ever since 1986when she took the 67-member I
Alaska Performing Artists for Peace on a tour of the Soviet Union
and was so warmly received there, she has wanted to give Alaskans a
taste of the Soviets and to return in some measure to the Soviets the tift ~
hospitality shown to the Alaskans. That week in February she did ~~

~. ~."It was worth every single minute of the last four years .... It was ~ ~
incredibly rewarding," says Dixie. "5r. ~

The celebration helped many people understand Dixie's dream. ~ ~
Dixie puts it this way: "It's really hard to talk about killing someone ~ .~
when you've just eaten breakfast with them." ~~~

In almost every way during the past four years Dixie has been ~

\

inCrediblY successful. When she started her peace mission with the
Soviets, everyone ~ust sort of stared at her, shook ~heir he~ds and MING ARTISTS FOR pl' }\ICE
shrugged. Today, It seems everyone wants to be friends With the £d1.!
Sovip.tc: I 1991 Hughes Way, Juneau, Alaska 99~Ol USA Telephone (907) 789-0449; Telex 090 45380

Listen to the Mustn'ts, child,
listen to the Don 'ts
listen to the Shouldn'ts
the Impossibles, the Won'ts
listen to the Never Haves
then listen close to me -
anything can happen, child,
Anything can be.
- Shel Silverstein
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Jb060Bh C nepsoro B3rJlJlAa MOlKeT npOH30RTH H no O!l'HO-
WeHHIO K C~aHe. TaK H' CJJy'IHJJOChC AmccH Beasep, lKRTeJlb-
HH~eR AJIJlCKH, eABa ORa OKa3aJIaCh B HpKyTcKe, rAe epaay na-
.mna CTOJlbKO APyaeR. 'ITO ReBOJlbHO CTaJIa CBoeR.

BnpO'leM, AUKCH H caMa nOKOpJleT C nepaoro B3rJUlA8: ooaJl-
TeJlbH8JI YJ1bl6Ka. BHHMaTeJlbHble cepsse raaaa, MJlrRaJI MaHepa
6eceAW, lKHBOH yM H aespenaee npoaaneaae '1ysCTB.

YlKe B '1eTBeP.TbIH paa OHa, AHpHlKep DO npOcjJeCCHH. npaea-
lKaeT B Hawy crpaay co caoea Me'lTOR: HaJIaAHTb 06uteHHe ce-
BepBhIX HapOAROCTeR AJIJlCKH B CH6HpH. HMelOutHX 06JJtHe
npOOJleMbi B CXOlKHX YCJlOBHJIX CYuteCTBOBaHHJI, 3aBB3aTb KyJlb-
TypHhle KOHTaJCTbl. a TaKlKe BaaBMOBhIr0ARoe COTpYAHH'leCTBO B
410pMax cMaJIOrO 6B3Beca •.

-sPyeexaa AMepUKa. - ee HAeH B nporpaMMhI r: CTaJIa AeJlOM
ee lKH3HH. npOCThlM HHTepeCOM K coceAReR CTp8He ee yCHJJHHHe
HC'IepDhlB8IOTCB. OHa HCIlbJThlBaeT ace TBrOThl AaJlbHHX Aopor
H Hawero 6h1Ta CO CnapTaHCKOii BbJAeplKKou H MylKecTBoM "IeJJO-
BeRa, BHAButero B nOCTaDJleHHOH~eJJH CMblCJI CBoeU lKH3HH.

HeoAHoKpaTHo OBa YlKe npHHHMaJIa y ce6B Ha AJIJlCKe HanIH
AeJlera~HH, oTKphlBaJla HM AMepUKY Ha' ypoBHe ceMebbIX
scrpe'l. He~hI. "IyK'lH, BKyThI. xaHTbl, MaHCH - JIIOAH pa3HI>IX

BJlBAHMHp AarypoB:
, rOcnolKa A!iRCH BeJIqep, pac-
CKjllKHTe HeMiHOrO 0 ce6e.
}{TO 8aWH pOAHTeJIH. rAe Bhl
BbLPOCJIH?

AHKCH BeJl"lep: - H !J>OAH-
. JIaCb Ha AJIJlcJre, B )llKyHO.

}f{HBY H c-eroAHSi B JXlAlKlM rp-
pOAe. CIO~a, Ha AJIJlC:RY, MOR
pO~Temf npHexanu 8 30-e ro-
Ahl BO BpeMSi BeJlHKOH Aen-
peCCHH. MOR • OTe~ <1>PH~
,[lmOHCOH, WBeA no npouCXOlK-
):\eHHIO, Me'ITaJl 3Aecb IHaHTH
30JIOTO. OH 6bIJI HacToSi~HH
30JIOTOHCRaTeJlb. HMeHHO' 0
TaKHX, KaK OH, IDIcaJI )llKeK
JIOH):\OH. tIero cTOHT XOTSi 6bl
TOT <paKT, 'ITO OH npHIlJIblJI
CIO):Ia Ha BeCeJlPHOH 1tO~e H3
CH3TJIa, npe0iJ.0JleB paccTOSi-
HHe B TbICa'IY K,HJlOMe'I'pOB.
)la, 3TO 6blJIQ TPY):\Hoe ):IJIR
Bcex BpeMSi. MaMa Moa
3JlHC Moo, aHTJIUqaHKa, 6bl-
JIa HAeaJ1HCTHqeCKH HaC'I\pO-
eHlfOH MHcCHoHepROH - OHa
nblTaJI~Cb ):\OHeCTH AO RalKJlO-
ro ~eHHOCTH xpHcTHaHcrsa
cpe):\H KOpeHHOrO HaCeJleHHR
AJJ.SiCKH.

B. A.: ......:.}{or):la np06YAHJI-
. ca y Bac KHTepec K Poc-
CH.H?

neBl.{bl, npOCTO lKHTeJlH OH-
6HPCKHX 3eMeJIb - TO eCTb
TO, 'ITO 06bl'IHU Ha3bIBalOT
KyJIbTypHbIM 06MeHOM. Tor):la
3TO 6biJIa MeqTa, HO, npeA-
CTaBbTe ce6e, 'Iepe3 18 Me-
ca~eB eMY ee y):laJlOCb ocy-
~eCT.BHTb. ITOCJIe BCTpe'IH C
HHM Si CTaJla XOAHTb B 6H6JUf-
oTeKy, Bcepbe3 3aHSiJlaCb H3Y-
qeHHeM lKH3HH CoaeTCRoro
COI03a, 'IT06bl nOJlytmTb
npeJlCTaBJleHRe 0 BaweR lflIH3-
RH.

B. A.: }{TO 6blJl nep-
BblM cOBeTC:KHM 'IeJIOBeKOM, C
KOTOpbLM BbI BCTpeTHJlHCb?

A. B.: - ITepBblM 'IeJlOBe-
ROM, C KeM R BCTpeTHJIaCb,
6blJI my,pHaJIHCT reHHaJtHli re-
paCHMOB - OH TOn~a 6blJl
pe):\aKTQpOM ra3eTbl «MocKOB-
CKHe HOBo.CTR>.>.Mbl npHr JIaCH-
JIH ero Ha AJIJlCKY. H OR no-
TOM e~e HecKOJlbRO pa3 npH-
eamaJI K HaM, no CBOHM Bne-
qaTJleHHRM OT nYTernOCTiBHli
nHCaJI OqepKH, craTbH 06
AJlSiCKe, a Mbl 6blJIH Tome pa-
):Ihl, 'ITO COBeTCKHe JlIOJlH .y3-
HalOT QOJIbWe 0 HaweM ceaep-
HOM Kuae, .

A1060'BbC·nEPBOrO
. ,

'B3rA~ A
Ha~HOHaJlhHOCTeU HaxOAHJlH cpeAH lKHTeJleA AJlBCKH MHoro 00-
mere H o6olOAHoro, Y'lHJlHCh lKHTeiicKoii MYAPOCTH H npOMhlCJJO'
BblM XHTpOCTBM. Hx KOHTIlKTbI HaDOMHBaJIH BCTpe"lH pOACTBeH-
HHKOB. BOHCTHHY, OlKHBaJla, EaK rOBOpHTCJI, DaMJlTb KpOBU 06
06~HX CH6HPCKHX npenaax, 3aCeJIHBWHX KorAa-TO aiwepHKaHCKuA
KOHTHHeUT. AUKCH OARa H3 Tex. KTO BepHT B STy ranoreay.
rOCDOlKa BeJr'lep B 3TOM roAY aaaepeaaerea DpoBeCTH B WTa-

re .HhlO-MeKCHKO xoarpecc KopeHHhIX uapoAHocTeA. rAe rOCTH H3
CCCP 6YAYT lKHTh 'B CeMIoJIXHBAeA~eB. B CJJeAYlOuteM roAY npen-
noaaraerca nOAoOHall acrpesa na 6eperax. BaiiKaJIa. nJlaHhI y
AUKcH Bensep DOA CTaTh ee ~eJlJlM H ee WHpOKoA HaType ae-
HcnpuHMoro mH3HeJJJ06a. npH'leM ee yCHJJHJI He orpaHH'IHBaIOT-
CB JlHWb .HapoAHoA AHDJlOM.aTueA.: BOT H censae OHa 3Aecb. B
COBeTCKOM COI03e. conpOBOlKAaeT KoarpeCCMeHOB OT AJlJlCKH B
HX Doe3AJ(8X B MOCKBy H UB Ceaep,
Oua o"leHb XO'IeT peaJlbHhlX CABHrOB KIlK BO B3aHMODOHHMaHHH

JlIO):IeA. TIlK H B DOBCeAHeBUOH lKH3UH naponoa Kpabero Cese-
pa, H Mue J(alKeTCB. AUKCH BeJJ"Iep H3 rex Me'lTaTeJleH. RQTO-
pble YMelOT A06HBaTbCB DOcTaBJleHHOA ~eJlH. no KpabeA Mepe.
AO CHX DOp 3TO eu YAaBaJloch AOBOJlbHOUeDJlOXO.
. C AUKeH BEJJlIEP 6eceAYeT Haw KoppeCDOBAeHT BJlaAHMHp
AArYPOB.

BneqaTJIeH,He 0 OOBeTCKHXJlIO-
ASiX.

A. B.: Y MeHSi CJlOlKH-
JIOCb BIIeqaT,JIeHHe, 'ITO CO-
BeTCKHe JlIO):\H - OqetIb XO-
pOlliHe JIIO.AH, R npOCTO BJIIO-
6HJJaCb B HHX. Eo BpeMR nep-
Boro noce~eHHSi CCCP B
1986 ro):\y Hac BCIOAY TaK
'fenJlO npHHHMaJlH. 'ITO 3TO
IIOROpHJIO HalllH .cepMa, R' Mbl,
aMepHJ{aIH~bl. Hawa JleJlera-
~HR, BCef.{ ,/{yWOH IIOTHuy-
JIRCb BaM HaBCTpeqy. JIIOAiH
6YKBaJlbHO JlOMHJlHCb B or-
pOMHble 3aJlbl, lKeJIaR yqaCT-
BO.BaTb BO BCTpeqaX C HaMH.
l\iIHe BCIIOMHHaeTca, B HpRyT-
eKe npHWJIH IIOCJIywaTb Hac
TbICR'lH qeJIOBeK, HOrJla BeCb
3aJl BCTaJl H 3aneJI Hawy nee-
HIO <<1\1bl npeoAO.TJeeM>.>, Mbl
6blJIH nOTpSiCeHbl 3TOH H8;PTH-
Holt nOMHIO, Si ):Iomo He Mor-
Jla ycnoHoHTbCR H C 3Toro MO-
MeHTa nOlHSiJIa, 'ITO Mbl AOJIiK-
Hbl 06~aTbCR JtPyr C ~PYOOM.
'ITO Mbl, aMepHK~H~bl If PYC-
CKHe, AOJl>KHbl npoTSiiHyTb
CRB03b rpaHH~ pyKY JlPYlK-
6b1.

qepT, H caMa mH3Hb IIO):\ClUl-
3blBaeT COBMeCTHoe paapewe-
HHe ·ceaepHblx 3KOHOMH'IOC-
KHX H i3KOJIOrH'IeCKiHX I1po6-
JIeM, Hac He rHnHOTH3HpYIOT
rOCYAapcMeHHbie rpaHH~bI.
Pbl6bl, IITH~bl H. lKHBOTHble-
):\eTH IIpu,POAbl, ):\a H caMa npH-
po):\a He3HaeT 0 HX cy~ecT-
BOBaHHH.

B. A.: no peBOJlIOUHH
cy~eeTBoaaJla «POCCHHCHO-
AMepURaHcKaSi ROMnaHHa~.
He SiBJIaeT.CSi,1H KOHe'IHOH ~e·
JIblO nporpaMMbl «Pycooal!
AMepUKa» C03):1aaiHe opraHH'
3a~H, nO):l06~oli eli?
A- B.: - .PoccHlicKo-AMe

pHKaHcKaSi' ROMnaHHR» 3aHH
MaJlaCb B OC1l0BHOM HHTepe
eaMH 6H3Heca MelKAY AMe·
pHROA H PocCHeli, C03,ltaIHHJeIM
3ROHOMHqeeKHX cBSi3eH MelK'
P;y HHMH,. «PyccRaa A.MePH-
Ra» - 3Ta nporpaMMa npee-
JIeAYeT ryMaHHTapHble ~eJlH,
o6~eHHe MelKp;y Hapo,ltaMIi
AJlSiCHH H CU6HpH, OOXipaue-
HHe eJVfHOro 3ROJIOrHqeCKOCO
npocTpaHcTBa MelKAY HHMH, 1I
JIHWb BO BTOPYIO oqepeAb CTa-



A. B.: 06 3TOM oxem,
TPY~HO CKa3aTb xparxo. R
O'ieHb JIlO6J11OMy3bIHy C ca-
xoro ~eTCTBa. TIOJIy'iHJIa xo-
powee MY3bIHaJlbiloe 06pa30-
BaHHe H .paoorana WlPHiKe,pOlM
C XOpOM MeCTHbIX iKHTeJIeH.
Hac OXOTHO~ npHHHMaJlH BO
scex nocennax H ropoaax
AJIRC.KH, 0 Hac MHoro nHCaJIH
H nOKa3biBaJIH no TeJleBH~
HHIO. H O~HaiKJ(b1 R nQHJUIa ,
'iTO My3bIKa - 3TO R3blK
COJlHiKeHHR paOObIX JlJO~eH,
R3bIK oomesenoeesecxoro 00-
~eIfHR.

O~HaiK~bj B q,eBpaJle 1985
ro~a, TO eCTb e~e AO BameR
rrepeCTpOHKJf, KO me ~oMofi
rrpHexan O,WfoHH3 areHTOB, KG-
TOPblH 3aHHMaJICR OOMelIOM
rpynrr nyrewecTBeHHHHOB Ha
AJIRCKe .. KpOMe Toro, OH 6blJl
rrp~CTaBHTeJleM aCCO~Ha~HH
« MHp 6e3 BOHH~'. B KOro,pyJO
npe~JIO>KHJI H MHe BcrynHTb.
3Ta OpraHH3a~HR' 3aH-H.Maer-
CR' 6JIarOpO~HOH ~eJlbJO
C6nHiKeHHJJ JIlOJ{eH pa3HbIX
CT.paH, H y Hero BOSHHKJIa
HJ\eR nyTewecTBHfi OT AJIRCliH
AO _CH6apH, 06MeH rpyrrn~MH
HaCeJIeHHR MeiK/AY KO.PelIRbI·
MH HapO,WiOCTHMH perJiOlWB.
OH iKeJIaJI, 'iT06bI 6blJlH or-
KpmTbJ rpaH.H~b1 H y Hac, Ha
AJIRCKe, 6bIBaJIH 6bI Ta~opbl,

-----

f He MOry He ynOMRHyTb 1:1
erne o~oro pyccsoro. C KeM
MHe TOfJ~a, aa nepssrx nopax,
asmano BCTpeJ'HTbCR; H iWTO-
PblH OKa3aJI HaM 60JIbllIYlO
nO~J{epiKKY, -. 3TO reiJHa~HH
AJlq,epeHKJO, npeaceaa rezs
4>oH'J{a CO~aJlbHbIX npor-
paMM. OR 6bIJI reM: 'ieJIOBe-
KOM, KTO cAeJlaJl ace B03MOiK-
Hoe, 'iT06bl rpaaaus; HaKO-
He~-TO OT.J<PbIJlHCbAJIR naure-
. ro 06~eH!HR.

B. A.: - J];HKCH, BbI noce-
THJlli MlHoro ropOJ{OB. ECJlH
6bl BaM npe~JlOiKHJlH nOiKHTb
OAHH ron B HallIeH crpaae.
KaIwfi H3 YBH~eHHbIX BaMll
roponoa Bbl ObI BbiOpaJlH?

A. B.: - MHe J{OBeJIOCb
nOCeTHTb J{efic~TeJlb!HO
\'IHOrO HHTepecHblX roPOJ{OB-
JI6HHHrpaJ{, HpKyTCK, Xa6a-
POBCK, B:paTcK, HOBOCH6.HPC!K,
EpeaaH, BaKy, TalllKeHT. CoB-
ceM HeJ{aBHo, B STOT npIU~3J{,
nOCeTHJIa KHpOB, HOPHJIbCK
Oco60e BneqaTJIeHHe Ha MelIR
rrpOH3BeJl T6HJIHCH - nOiKa-
~R, 3TO caMblH rrpeKpacHblH
roPOJ{ H3 YBHJ{eHHbtx: MHOR.
Ho Boo6~e-TO R 6bI npeAOOq-
JIa iKHTb B MOCKae, l1.OTOMy
'iTO 3TO ~eHTp BeeH COBeTC.J<OH
iKH3HH, H MHoroe J{JIR CY.lP>6bl
Hapo~a peIIIaeTCR HMeHHO
3Aecb.

B. A.: - BOhpoc ~OBOJlb-
HO TpaNJ~HOHHbJH Bawe·

\

Mbl, K coacanenaro. MaJIO
06~aeMCR, HO npa 6JlliiKafi-
llIeM 3HaKOMCTBe BbIOOHRer-
CR, 'iTO Y Hac TaK MHoro CXO-
xrero, 6YATO Mbl ~BOlOPOAHbl~
cecrpsr H 6paTbR. COBeTC!(HH
COlO3 H ClllA, 06e crpaasr
H,MeIOT MHOro nOXOiKHX npoo-
JIeM H MOrJlH 6bl recaee COT-'
pYAHH'iaTb B HX npeoJ{oJIeHHM.
MeHR nopaaana 60JlbllIaR ){y-
XOBHaR xyJlbTypa samero aa-
pona, rJlyOHHa MHpoBOClIipH'R-
THR - TO, xero He~OCTaeT
B axepaxaauax.

B. A.: - B qeM Bbl BH~H-
re nepcnexraasr corpynaase-
C11Ba. MeiK){y AJIRCKOH H CH-
OHpblO?

A. B.: HeT KOH~a H
npe~ena B AeJIe Hawero COT-
pYAHwleCTBa. HapoJ{bI A.1mc-
JrH H HapoAbI CH6IJPH RMeJOT
MHoro oo~ero, B TOM 'lMCJIe H
MHOro OO~X rrp06J1eM -'- 3T-
HH'ieCKHX, .KYJIbTiYPHbIX, 3M-
HOMH'ieCKHX H 3KJOJlOrH'lOCHHX.
AJlRCKa O'ieHb AaJIeKa OT Ba-
llIHHrTOHa, a CH6.Hpb - KaK
Bbi nOHJfMaeTe - OT MOCK-
BbI, 3aTO AJIRCKa coceAcTBy-
eT C CH6.HpblO, H rroroMy Ha-
llIH npOOJleMbl Mbl BbIHY>KJ{e-
Hobl pellIaTb caMH H B nep-
erreKTHBe - C nOMO~blO APyr
J{pyra. MaJlble 3CKHMOCCKJfe
rrOOOJIeHHRHa AJlRCHe H He-
60JlblllHe '~-ePeBYllIRH H rrOceJI-
KH Ha qyKoTKe, B RK~'l1HH
HMelOT O'ieHb MHoro 061.1\'HX

BHT 3KOHOMH'leCKHe 3aAa'iH,
TaK 'ITO nporpaxaa -s Pyc-
CKOH AMepHKH~ 3HatiH.TeJIb-
HO umpe 3aJ{a'i KOMnaJHllli.

B aacroamee BpeMR II ysa-
CTBylO B nonrorosxe BHaHTa
A'ByX 04>RWiaJIb!HbIX. JIH~ H3
AJlIICK-H. OHH co6HpalOTCII ye-
TaHOBHTb ToprOBbie CBII3H
MeiKAY 6yXTOH TIpoBH,AeHHII,
MaraAaHOM, HOPHJIbCKOM,
XaHTbI· - MaHCHikKHM Ha~HO-
HaJIbHblM oxpyrox H AJIIICKOH
B q,opMe «MaJIOrO 6H3Heca~.
OARH H3 HHX, H3BecTHblH 6H3-
aecxea, CHHCKaJI ce6e DCa-
oylO nony JIllpHOCTb na AJIIIC-
xe TeM, 'iTO 3acTaBHJI KOH-
rpecc ClllA BbIJ{.emTb MHJ1JIH-
apAbI ~(MJIapOB na JXl.3BHTHe
AJIRCKH, 'iTO CJ{eJIaTb 6bIJIO
O'ieHb HenpoCTO. OH XOPOllIO
nOHHMaeT HYiKJ{bI ~OPeHHorO
HaCeJIeHHII, TaK KaH caM PO-
J{OM H3 nJleMeHH aTa6ac~aH.

MbJ npeJ{IIOJIaraeM B 3TOM
fO,lW B llITaTe HblO-MeKCHKO.
a TO'iHee B HH·~eHCJ\OM TaYH-
ce, 'iTO pacnOJlO»tHJICII B03~
Jle 60JlbllIOrO ropoA3. < CaRTa-
4>e, lJpOBeCTH K'OHVpecC KG-
peHHblX HapOJtHOCTefi AMepH-
HM, AJIRCKH H npHfJIaCJfTh ro-
CTeH H3 CH6HpH. OT'iaC'l1H MO-
»tHO CKa3aTb, 'iTO HH~eHcKHil:
TayHc B HblO-MeKcHKo
3TO pe3epBa~HII. TaM iKHByT
H~eitCKJfe nHCaTeJlH, XyJ{OiK-
HHKH, a TaKiKe MeKCHKaH~bI.
OMblM ~aiKe He peKO'Me1lllU'eT-
CH 3aXOAHTb Ty~a.
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THE PROGRAM
GLASNOST FOLKFEST

Evangeline Atwood Concert Hall, PAC, Anchorage, Alaska
Friday, February 24, 1989

SOVIET PERFORMERS

Pokrovsky Singers

White Sail Dancers

AMERICAN PERFORMERS

Susan Osborne

Chevak Dancers

St. Lawrence Island Dancers

Alaska Performing Artists For Peace

Martin Luther King Anchorage Community Choir

Chuna Mcintyre

(not necessarily in order of appearance)

THE PROGRAM

SUPERPOWER ROCK 'N' ROLL

Sullivan Arena Anchorage, Alaska

Friday, February 24, 1989

SOVIET PERFORMERS

Stas Namin Group

Rondo

AMERICAN PERFORMERS

Eddie Money

(not necessarily in order of appearance)



WE
WELCOME

The Soviet Delegation to
Anchorage, Alaska

Cal Worthington Ford
1950 Gambell Street

Anchorge I Alaska 99501
(907) 276-5300

Official Vehicle Sponsor for the Soviet American Reunion.

UNALASKA/DUTCH HARBOR
17 years before the signing of the Declaration of Indepen-

dence Unalaska was doing business with the people of Russia.
230 years later we still are.

,
Last year more than 4000 Soviet fishermen visited Dutch

Harbor. Their joint venture fishery paid 23 million dollars to
American fishermen operating out of Dutch.

Along with strong and expanding business opportunities, we
share a strong common interest in protecting the environment
and fisheries of the Bering Sea. Our cooperation in research,
management and enforcement is the key to protecting the liveli-
hood of our people.

Alaska is America's front door to confidence building meas-
ures with the Soviet Union. Here we have the opportunity to
show what we can accomplish working together rather than
against each other.

And if our scientific, business and transportation ties can
contribute to world peace, it would be the greatest gift we could
ever give.

Paul Fuhs, Mayor
City of Unalaska/Dutch Harbor

City of Unalaska Box 89 Unalaska, Alaska 99685 (907) 581-1251



ABOUT THE ARTISTS
GLASNOST FOLKFEST

FRIDAY NIGHT
Soviet Performers

Pokrovsky Singers: Formed in 1974, the Pokrovsky Singers spent many years
in the underground of Soviet culture and only recently have emerged as one of
the most popular vocal groups in the Soviet Union. They sing traditional Russian
folk songs and completed a highly successful tour across the United States last
summer. Dmitri Pokrovsky, the group's leader, has just been awarded the high-
est Soviet award for the performing arts.
White Sail Dancers: a traditional Eskimo dance group from the Chukotka Penin-
sula located just across the Bering Strait from Alaska. White Sail has performed
across the Soviet Union and in Denmark and Greenland. All have relatives in
Alaska.

American Performers
Chevak Dancers: these well known young performers have performed in the
Soviet Union, Australia, Vancouver, Alaska and in other states. They are directed
by Josh Weiser.
St. Lawrence Island JO)ancers:these dancers hail from Savoonga and Gambell
and most have relatives living on the Soviet coast.
Chuna McIntyre: well known Yupik dancer, singer and artist. Chuna has per-
formed across the Soviet Union, at the Salzburg Music Festival in France, and
in the western United States and Alaska. He was recently featured at the Kennedy
Center in Washington, D.C.
Susan Osborne: lead singer with the Paul Winter consort for 8 years. Susan has
toured extensively in the United States and her music is played on radio stations
around the world. Susan will appear with Camai on the 1990world tour.
Martin Luther King Anchorage Community Choir: led by Dorothy Grant, gospel
choir director from Detroit. Dorothy Grant is featured on 8 albums - 5 as lead
soloist and 3 as director.
Anchorage Children's Chorus: well known children's choir that regularly per-
forms in Anchorage.
Alaska Performing Artists for Peace: Alaskans who performed across the Soviet
Union in 1986,focusing on the Yupik Eskimo tradition of peace and the melting
of the ice curtain.

SUPER POWER ROCK
SATURDAY NIGHT

American Performers
Eddie Money: Last year Eddie Money joined the major leagues with Can't Hold
Back, Eddie's fourth platinum-selling LP which contained three Top 10 hits.
Brooklyn-born, full of New York Irish blarney, Eddie Money was probably the
NYPD's only moonlighting rocker. Cop by day, entertainer at night, he finally
hung up his dress blues to sing the blues professionally, moving west after

winning abattle of the bands in BillGraham's Winterland Club. Graham became
his manager, and in 1977Eddie's self-titled debut album took the music world
by storm with two smash singles, "Baby Hold On" and Two Tickets to Paradise."
The LP was certified platinum, and over the next six years, he released Life for
the Taking, Playing for Keeps, NoControl (which turned platinum in the past year);
and 1983's Where's the Party.

After the world tour for that last album, Eddie took an extended break, his
first in years, to recharge and regroup. He produced other artists and continued
writing. Eventually, he returned to the studio with Richie Zito to record Can't
Hold Back. The album, released in the summer of 1986was a spectacular success,
propelling three songs high into the Top 10: "Takes Me Home Tonight," a
sizzling duet with Ronnie Spector, "I Wanna Go Back," and "Endless Nights."
He toured North America several times over, reestablishing tries with old fans
at the same time making millions of new ones.

Soviet Performers

Stas Namin: Probably the best known rock group in the Soviet Union, Stas is
known as the "Czar of rock" and the Stas Namin group has been around for 20
years. They have sold over 40 million records during the time that Soviet rock
still performed underground. Stas manages 40 rock bands. His group performed
across the United States and appeared on many national TVtalk shows including
the Today Show. In addition they have performed in Australia, Eastern and
Western Europe and the Middle East.
Rondo: Formed in 1986, its first success came as a prize winner at the largest
Soviet rock-festival "Rock-Panorama." Later that year Rondo released its first
LP which had more than 1.5 million sales. They were the only rock-band chosen
to play in the historic TV bridge between Soviet and American youth organized
by Phil Donahue. An unusual combination of theatrical performance and rock
music turns their concerts into bright emotional experiences.

ABOUT THE DIRECTORS
Musical Director

Dixie Belcher: Executive Director and Chairman of the Board of Directors of
Camai. Dixie was born in Alaska and has devoted her adult life to major public
service and music projects. She was founder, arranger and conductor for the
St. Paul Singers, a 40 person folk-rock choral group that toured Alaska and
Northwest Canada for 10 years.

In February, 1985, Ms. Belcher founded the Alaska Performing Artists for
Peace and organized the October, 1986three week performing tour of the Soviet



Union. Belcher is the recipient of the Kempton Award for Service to Humanity,
and the Giraffe Award, a national award given to people who "stick their necks
out". The 15th Alaska State Legislature passed a resolution in her honor for her
work towards opening the Bering Strait and bringing Soviet and Alaska peoples
together.

Production Director
Mr. George Lichter, Northern Stage Company: Were it not for the services of
George Lichter, his expertise, his willingness to donate his time and effort, this
concer.t would probably not be taking place. He was our guide and our reality
check In the world of rock stars, production and promotion. Thank you George
we're mighty glad you have a sense of humor. '

ABOUT THE SPONSORS

CAMA'!
CAMAI (cha mai) - the Yup'ik Eskimo word meaning "hello" - is a non-profit

organization established in 1985 to increase international understanding through
music and dance the voices of the heart.

CAMAI evolved from the Alaska Performing Artists for Peace, who in 1986
sponsored a spectacularly successful performing tour by 67 Alaskans across the
Soviet Union to raise consciousness about the existence of the "ice wall" and
the fact that brothers and sisters are separated by this artificial boundary.

Thousands of Soviets broke down doors to see the Alaskans. Four and five
standing ovations were given throughout each performance. Music and dance
s~ccessfully bridged geographic, linquistic, cultural, political and idealogical bar-
ners.

The Alaskans returned home determined to work to open the border. Lecture
tours were held around Alaska and the United States and people from all walks
of life were asked to lobby for this effort in both countries.

In 1987 and 1988 Alaska Business people, natives, educators, politicians and
many others joined this effort, some working independently, some with CAMAI.
Jim S~pfle sent a b~lloon filled with gifts from Nome to Profideniya, and began
working almost full time to open the Strait. Dr. Ted Mala, continued his prodigi-
ous efforts towards medical cooperation with the Soviets. Larry Rockwell, a 6th
grade Soldotna teacher began a pen pal program between Alaskan and Siberian
stud~nts. The Alaska Federation of Natives passed a motion calling for the
operung. The Alaska Chamber of Commerce formed the Siberian Project Gateway
to promote trade across the Strait. Senator Frank Murkowski took the issue to
the President, getting it placed on the May, 1988 Summit agenda. On May 25,
Dixie. Belcher, Executive Director of CAMAI, flew to Moscow to lobby for the
opemng.

Two months before the May summit, CAMAI sponsored Ambassador Can-
nady ~erasimov, famed Soviet spokesman for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
o~ a trip across the United States traveling to 19 cities in 19 days. The tour ended
WIth Ambassador Gerasimov standing on Little Diomede, gazing 2lf2 miles across
the ice to his country. He returned to Moscow and began a one man crusade
to 0I:e~ the border, appealing personally to officials and publicly an national
television,

. O~, May 28 permission. was. granted to Alaska Airlines for a "Friendship
Flight from Nome to ProvId~ma on June 13th. CAMAI then enlisted Gennady
Alferenko, founder and president of the Foundation for Social Innovation for

help in obtaining permission for Alaskan Eskimos to travel to the villages of the
Soviet Eskimos later in the summer with Drs. Mimi George and David Lewis.
These villages had been closed to everyone, including Soviet citizens, since the
Russian Revolution in 1917. After long months of negotiation by Drs. Lewis and
George on the American side and Alferenko and his staff working full time
seeking permission from 34 Soviet agencies including the military and the KGB,
permission was finally granted.

On August 3, 1988 Drs. George and Lewis crossed the Strait carrying 11
Eskimos from Gambell to the Soviet village of Novo Chaplino, where the Alaska
Eskimos stayed in the homes of their Soviet relatives for five days.

Many excursions across the Strait are planned for 1989. On February 27th a
combined group of Soviets and Americans, under the direction of Paul Schurke,
will ski to Soviet Eskimo villages, cross the Strait and ski to nine villages in
Alaska. Plans are underway for crossings with kayaks, balloons and light
airplanes. Indegineous peoples of Siberia and the Far East plan a major crossing
to Alaska in August. Dr. Ted Mala has just returned from a visit to reindeer
camps in the Soviet far north and plans a major expedition to study medical
problems and help with control of disease in Soviet villages. School children all
over Alaska are studying Russian and writing to Soviet pen pals and many
student exchange trips are planned. Arrangements are underway for a Siberian!
Alaskan youth conference this fall. And, perhaps most heartening, negotiations
are underway for Soviet and American Eskimos to cross the Strait freely, without
passports or visas. Governor Cooper plans to meet the Soviets at the International
Dateline March 31, 1989 to sign a treaty regarding travel and other issues related
to the Straits. CAMAI's hope of a "traffic jam in the Bering Straitsf is coming true.

In 1990, CAMAI will sponsor a world tour of 130 Soviet and American perfor-
mers that focuses on the melting of the "ice wall" and the hope that walls will
come down all over the world. CAMAI's itinerary includes Japan, China, Korea,
the Soviet Union, East and West Europe, Great Britain and the United States.

CAMAI is staffed by volunteers dedicated to the vision of people getting to
know each other as people, through the universal languages of music and dance.
It receives broad coneptual support from the State of Alaska, the Soviet Found-
ation for Social Innovation and other influential groups in the United States and
the Soviet Union. We are working to establish a .foundation to support our efforts
at building international understanding through the performing arts and wel-
come contributions.

SIBERIAN GATEWAY PROJECT
ALASKA STATE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

When historians go back to look at how the "ice curtain" melted between
Alaska and Siberia, they will point to the work of a small group of people. The
Siberian Gateway Project (SGP) was established an ad hoc citizenslbusiness
committee of the Alaska State Chamber of Commerce to promote business and
cultural exchanges with the Soviet Union. One of the most important events
leading to the success of the Siberian Gateway Project was the April 1988 visit
to Alaska by Gennadi Gerasimov, chief spokesman of the USSR. Gerasimov,
who has since visited Alaska on two other occasions, saw how opening the
border could show the world the new course of friendship between the U.S.
and the Soviet Union. The Siberian Gateway Project worked with the Nome
Chamber of Commerce and the Governor's Office to make the First Friendship
Flight from Nome to Provideniya, Siberia a reality in June 1988. The SGP is
continuing its leading role to develop trade and tourism opportunities between
Alaska and Siberia by sponsoring the Soviet-American Reunion.



RURAL ALASKA
INSURANCE AGENCY. INC.
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for the
People of
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Alaska

Relations are warming between the US and the USSR. Thanks
to everyone involved in the Glasnost Folk Fest and Superpower

Rock concerts for turning up the heat in Anchorage.
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PEACE IS POSSIBLE
By Dixie Belcher

It is something I will never forget. ....
Thousands of Soviets standing with their arms lifted m the air, holding hands,

singing "We Shall Overcome", tears strea~ng. Unbelievable warmth, hugs,
tears, children's kisses of welcome, the shanng of hope.

Peace is possible.
There were sixty-seven of us. Whites, Blacks, Eskimos. We were sponsored

partially by the State of Alaska and we called ourselves Alaska Performing Artists
for Peace. For three weeks, we performed across the Soviet Union. We sang
and danced for intellecturals, soldiers, peasants, Comunists, students, Eskimos,
Blacks, the press. And they sang and danced with us. The response was always
the same.

We were billed as "Alaska's gift to the Soviet Union". Thousands were turned
away. Crowds broke down doors trying to get in. For the Alaskans, such a
response was totally unexpected, overwhelming and deeply moving. It changed
our lives.

At our first concert in Leningrad, Soviet Yupik Eskimos tentatively approach~d
Alaskan Yupik Eskimos, speaking in Siberian Yupik: T~o t~ousand people ~n
the world speak Siberian Yupik. One thousand ~lve m Slbe~a one th~usan~ in
Alaska. For the first time since 1940, these Eskimos, who live only fifty miles
from each other and have been one people for thousands of years, spoke to
each other, touched, shared news of relatives. There were no dry eyes in the
auditorium that night.

Peace is possible. .
Our Intourist Guide sobbed through every performance. It was the best thmg

that happened to her, she said. She was sure it.~as the b~st thing ~hat wo~ld
ever happen to her. "You can't imagine how SUSpICIOUSEnglish-speaking tounsts
are," she said, "Surely you've guided peace groups?" 1 asked. "They're ",,:?rst
of all," she replied. "Not only are they suspicious, but they want to chang~ t.Is.

Maybe we're too intellectual. In our efforts toward peace: .both official and
unofficial, maybe we rely too much on our heads. On conditioned res~onses.
Responses learned well on both sides, in both systems '.We.must recogmz~ our
common humanity. With languages from the heart, WhIChIS, after all, an ~~ter-
national organ of communication. Music, dance, .laug~ter transcen~ political,
ideological and language barriers, instantly. Talk IS easier after shanng songs,
dances, laughter, tears. After we have experienced our common humanity. After
we like each other. After we trust each other. Then we can decide about sharing
the planet, about peace. . .

How can we expect to reach understanding when we try to negotiate WIth
"the enemy"? With people we don't like, don't trust, don't respect. If w~ are
ever to achieve peace, we must first experience each other as hum~n b:mgs.
We must balance languages of the head with those of the heart. WIth SImple
ways of comunicating we share from time immemorial,

We have much to learn from each other. We are not all right and they all
wrong. Ethnocentrism. We must grow beyond it if we a:e to survive. We point
to their lack to freedom, their faltering economy. They point to our pornography,
violence, poverty. We can share economics, technology, ~reedo.m'. They c.an
teach us about responsibility, about caring. Soviets leave their babies in buggies
outside stores in the Soviet Union. Mothers know that passersby will comfort
the baby if necessary. I was in Moscow in January, 1986, when .Challeng~r ble~
up. Soviets stopped me in the street, took my hands, and WIth tears m their
eyes expressed their sorrow. Some could say only the word "Challenger", but
their message was clear.

I believe they want peace. All over the Soviet Union are signs that say "What
have you done for peace today?" Signs for the word "Peace" in many different
languages. Signs showing the horrors of war. Signs showing people beating
swords into plowshares. Peace art fills the schools. My favorite is a picture of
a globe with blue sky above. Four clasped hands protect the sky, one black, one
red, one white, one brown. Above the hands, bombs are falling. It was drawn
by an eleven year old girl in Moscow. Soviet children's art projects have a
common theme of the world's children holding hands in peace and friendship.

Peace is possible.
We must first recognize our common humanity. Our shared hopes, needs,

problems, aspirations. Then we can play at being politicians, intellectuals,
idealogues. We are, after all, human beings and our similarities far exceed our
differences.

Let's have more cultural exchange. Let's get to know each other. Let's have
televisions and movies showing Soviets as real people. We have to outgrow the
bad guy/good guy mentality. Where we are always the latter. We must recognize
Soviets as people. We must outgrow ethnocentrisem. Our lives depend on it.

Peace is possible.
Written by Dixie Belcher, U.S. Co-Chafr, Alaska Performing Artists for Peace

Congratulations
to the

Alaska State Chamber's
Siberian Gatew~yProject

Here's to a Successful
Soviet-American Week
February 20-26, 1989

HARTIG, RHODES, NORMAN, MAHONEY & EDWARDS
A Professional Corporation

717 K Street
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

276-1592

808 South Bailey
Palmer, Alaska 99645

745-5031
Telecopier 277-4352



Sealaska Corporation
Celebrates the
Soviet-American Reunion

Sealaska Corporation, One Sealaska Plaza
Suite 400, Juneau, Alaska USA 99801-1276
Telephone 907-586-1512

Another Routine
Assignment.

~VECO,Inc.
~ The Team

that Delivers

Some saw the rescue of the
Gray Whales off the coast of
Alaska as a dramatic mission
to save three endangered ani-
mals. We saw it as a problem
to be solved. That's the way
we work.

Whether it's construction,
maintenance or operational
support, everyjob gets the
same approach.

5151 Fairbanks Street" Anchorage. Alaska 99503" Telephone (907) 561-1701 "Fax (907) 561-2R50" Telex 090-26-374



THANK YOU FOR LENDING A HAND
We extend our deepest thanks to those individuals,

organizations, and businesses who have provided time,
sevices and goods on our behalf.

ORGANIZATIONS
Anchorage Chamber of Commerce

Governor's Office
Anchorage Convention & Visitors Bureau
Alaska Center for International Business

Municipality of Anchorage

INDIVIDUALS
Walter J. Hickel
Ermalee Hickel

Janice Stotts
Dr. Randy Taylor
Fletcher Bennett

BUSINESSES
Alaska Commercial Company

Anchorage Hilton
Hotel Captain Cook
Westmark Hotels

North Country Productions
Sheraton Anchorage

Alaska Airlines
Alascom

Alyeska Pipeline Service Company
Cook Inlet Region, Inc.

VECO
Clarion

Sealaska Corporation
ARCO

BP Exploration
Holland America LinelWestours

Alaska Rural Insurance Co.
Northern Stage Company

Clarion Hotel
BillYoung Productions

Sullivan Arena
Skok Communications

Grayline of Alaska
Markair Inc.

Avis Rent-a-Car
Cal Worthington Ford

FOOD SPONSORS
Simon & Seaforts

Cafe Europa
Elevation 92

Downtown Deli
Kumagoro

The Restaurant
Burger King
Muffin Man

The Berry Patch
La Mex

Kayak Club
Legal Pizza

California Roll
Harry's

Armens Mazzi
Pizza Hut

Hogg Bros Cafe
Shakey's Pizza

Sorrentos
[osephines
Calista Cafe

Dynasty
Sack's 5th Avenue

Manor House
Sourdough Mining Company

SIBERIAN GATEWAY
PROJECT/CAMAI CHRONOLOGY

October 1986 Camai, a group of 67 Alaskan performers toured the
Soviet Union giving performances in Moscow, Lenin-
grad, Bratsk, Irkutsk, Novosibirsk, and Khabarovsk, for
three weeks. This trip led to important friendships be-
tween Alaskans and Soviets.

February 1988 Initial Organizational meeting for Siberian Gateway Pro-
ject held in Nome.

Camai executes national Goodwill Tour for Gennadi
Gerasimov.

April 1988

Siberian Gateway Project/Camai help pave the way for
historic First Friendship Flight between Nome and Pro-
videniya, Siberia on Alaska Airlines.

Camai/Siberian Gateway Project host Ambassador Gen-
nadi Gerasimov to Alaska State Chamber of Commerce
Annual Convention in Sitka.
Siberian Gateway Project pledges $25,OO(Ji seed money
to produce the Soviet-American Reunion.

Aerof1ot "Friendship Flight" arrives Anchorage at the
invitation of Camai and the Siberian Gateway Project.
A Soviet delegation of 100, including businessmen, per-
formers, academics, journalists, and government repre-
sentatives, participate in a week of exchange, culminat-
ing with the Glasnost Folkfest and Super Power Rock
and Roll concerts. The "Soviet-American Reunion" was
a complete success.

Summer 1989 Siberian Gateway Project leads a trade mission to the
Soviet Far East.

June 1988

October 1988

February 1989

August 1989 Camai begins three month world tour of American and
Soviet performers.



WeWearA LotOf
Hats InOur oh

Inmost Alaskan communities, the service of Alaska Airlines doesn't end at the airport.
Because in addition to flying allover Alaska, our employees live allover Alaska.

And they do their best to be an important part of the communities where they make their
homes. So you'll find our people helping Shriners get medical care to crippled children, serving
the Boy Scouts, rescuing mjured arumals, helping get the salmon catch out, bringing cultural
events to the wilderness and doing a hundred other things to improve the quality of life in every
part of Alaska.

Because, like everyone else who lives here, we're working hard to help make Alaska all it
can be. Admittedly, that involves a little more work than some jobs, but it also involves a lot
more satisfaction. Alaska Airlines

Autograp_hs__
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State Affairs &
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1 IN THE SENATE BY HENSLEY

2 SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 41

3

4

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE O~ ALASKA

FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

SJR04la -1- SJR 41

5 Relating to a Siberian crossing and

6 cultural exchange.

7 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

8 WHEREAS President Reagan and General Secretary Gorbachev, recognizing

9 the desires of the citizens of their countries, signed an agreement in 1986

10 encouraging people-to-people exchanges between the United States and the

11 Soviet Union; and

12 WHEREAS the Alaska Performing Artists for Peace brought this agreement

13 to life by visiting the Soviet Union last year; and

14 WHEREAS the people of Alaska and the Soviet Union have a shared

15 history; and

16 WHEREAS some of the inhabitants of the Alaska and Soviet Union coastal

17 communities on the Bering Strait have family and cultural ties; and

18 WHEREAS the people of St. Lawrence Island in Alaska have extended an

19 invitation to the people in Siberia to participate in an Alaska whaling

20 festival this summer; and

21 WHEREAS other Alaska communities are planning activities .to welcome

22 the people from Siberia and would like to include the Siberian visitors in

23 the World Eskimo-Indian Olympics in August; and

24 WHEREAS, if Siberian residents are allowed to visit Alaska, the visit

25 will be the first Siberian crossing for the residents in almost 40 years;

26 and

27 WHEREAS the proposed exchange would promote international understand-

28 ing and world peace;

29 BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature supports a Siberian



•

1 crossing and cultural exchange in Alaska for Alaskan and Siberian residents

2 this summer; and be it

3 FURTHER RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature respectfully en-

4 courages the President of the United States to support and assist this

5 proposed Siberian crossing and exchange; and be it

6 FURTHER RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature respectfully urges

7 the members of the state's Congressional delegation to support this pro-

8 posed Siberian crossing and cultural exchange.
9 COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable Ronald

10 Reagan, President of the United States; and to the Honorable Ted Stevens

11 and the Honorable Frank Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and the Honorable Don

12 Young, U.S. Representative, members of the Alaska delegation in Congress.

SJR 41 -2- SJR041a



DATED: July 14, 1986 jllone bp-
~.r/

~iU ~beffiel , ®oternor
tDbo has also authcnseb
the seal of the ~tate of
§laska to be affixeil to
this proclamation.

<fxecutiue~roclamation
bp

~ill ~beffielb, ~ouernor
In September of this year, performing artists from Alaska will
visit the Soviet Union. The artists' troupe will perform at
several locations across Siberia and hopes to reunite Siberian
and Alaskan Eskimos for the first time in more than 40 years.

The leaders of the Soviet Union and the United States have been
working toward increasing cultural exchanges, in the hope of
fostering greater understanding between our peoples. This is
especially fitting for the citizens o£ Siberia and Alaska, for in
addition to sharing the planet, they share common hopes and
dreams for peace, common aspirations for themselves and their
children, common culture, and even common weather. Siberian and
Alaskan Eskimos share historical roots, speak a common language
and, indeed, have relatives across the border between their
respective countries.

The efforts .of Sovie~ and American leaders to encourage cultural
exchanges reflect the belief of people throughout the world that
our survival may depend on our learning to coexist peacefully.
Cultural exchanges are one way citizens of one country learn more
about citizens of another.
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Bill Sheffield, Governor of the State of
Alaska, do hereby proclaim the month of September 1986, as:

SIBERIA-ALASKA CULTURAL EXCHANGE MONTH

in Alaska, and take great pleasure in inviting the performing
artists of Siberia to visit Alaska in May of 1987, or whenever it
is possible for them to do so. The people of Alaska hope that
the performing artists of Siberia will be as honored to visit us
as we will be to receive them as our guests.



CAMA-I _
1991 HughesWay, Juneau.Alaska99801 • [907] 789-0449

AN ESKIMO'S VISION OF HOPE: MELTING THE ICE CURTAIN
In October 1986, 67 Alaskan performers toured the Soviet Union as members of the
Alaskan Performing Artists for Peace (APAP)o For 21 dajs, this diverse group of
Yup:'ik Eskimos, Black gospel singers, and Caucasians, ranging in age from 13 to
70, participated in a cross-cultural person-to-person musical exchange of peace
and hope between Alaskans and their Soviet neighborso A major part of the per-
formance focused on the cultural and musical heritage of the Yup'ik Eskimos who,
although they share a common language, culture, and for some, the same parents,
have been separated by political boundaries since 19480 To all who participated,
either as performers or as members of the audience, th~ t06r demonstrated the
power of people to reach Qut to each other across geographical and political
boundarieso
IIAnEskimo's Vision the IceCtJrtainll presents augio-visual
account of~b~.!;p of the.futYre vision of reuniting the Yup'ik
people; aQd ileatu a specialpr;esentation of the spiritual tr~Bitio~~r, art,
symbol i~m" dagse of the Yup!iKpeopl~!byEs~imo performer.Ch,~haMclhtyreo
Dixie Belc er,.~;hive and arti~tic Directo~ of APAP, is a well-~Qown Alaska
activi3.t}qnd~as initiated and been involved in innovative projects for social
changeiri·Alp.~.~.aGR.¥ the 1ast 20 years 0 She was also mus ic director for the
successfulStoPaurSingers for over 10 years , She has spoken extensively about
the pr;ojectin Alaska and the Soviet Union and has been featured ilJthe Soviet,
European,Jp.panese, and American presso Her personal experience in bringing to-
gether thisdlvers~ group of performers, most of whom were beginning amateurs,
turning them into what the Soviets called "Alaska I s Gift to the Soviet Union",
and touring thrqughoutthe Soviet Union as musical ambassadors of peace is an
intensely:moving and·h~man account of person-to-person diplomacyo

Cha-rni / : "Hello" in Yup /ik Eskimo
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.'The Voice of Alask'a's Capital City'
",'

'FriendshipFlightullitesAIaska~ Siberia
. . . .\ .,

"

Eskimos catchup on old times '.
as officials exchange greetings .

By DAVID fOSTER
ntI AaaoclA nD PflUja

. PROVIDENIYA. U.s.e. R. -. For
Alaska Eskimo John Waghlyl, the to-
year 'wail for the Siberia border to

. open was a few years too lonll.
Waghiyl, a Yupik Eskl",o from

SI. Lawrence Island, was among 82
Alaskans on a "Friendship Flight"
Tuesday to this remote Slberlan city.

Alaska Eskimos once freely
crossed the icy Bering sea In motor-
boats and walrus skin umiaks to
trade and visit with relatives on the
Siberian coasl. But Cold War ten- ,.'
slons closed the border in 1948, and .
the Soviets moved many vilhigers In-
land from their coastal settlements.

The border remained closed to the
Eskimos until Monday, when an
Alaska Airlines Boeing 737 made a
n·mlnute Ilightacross the Interna-
tional dateline and Into Soviet terrl-.
tory. .

Waghlyi, 64; had his heart set on
finding a distant cousin he knew only
as Amquairqim from visits before
Ihe border closed.

But Amqt,lairqun, like maily SIbe-
rian relatlses the Alaskans had
hoped to see, was not amonR the
i:lro\Y~Ihpl tu.rredO!!! Jo greel the

. v sllors.... .. -.
,. "They said he passed away,"
Waghlyi ~Std. .' .

Other A aslta Eskimos found long·
lost .relatl. es, however, and even
Waghiyi soon was lost in conversa·
tlon with Siberian Eskimos.

The dayfong reunion started aOer
the Alaska delegallon of Eskimos,
polillclans.' business leaders and
peace acllvlsts touched down on

Chukotka is the district In
providenira is located.

Forma greetings soon gave way
to a frenzi of hugs. handshakes and
trading 0 pins, nags. bubble gum
and poslcards.

Provideniya's grav~1 runway, follow·
Jl!g.Il2.2~;JDUe.flight. from. the. western
Alaska town of Nome ..

School children waved Soviet and
American nags, while local officials
and Alaskans shouted greetings in
Russian, English and Yupik over the
roar of the jets' engines.

Leaders of the Alaska delegation
were handed carnations beneath a
sign proclaiming. "Peace and
Friendship between Alaska and
Chukolka!"

.-•~:. ·'·fU~ ",.. r •

.' .". ;. .' ....x; ....uo PAl'$S
Provideniya greetings: Franklinlrrigoo 61Gambell. Alaska. 33 miles Irom the Soviet border,,talks with Soviet Eskimos after 40 y~ars.

I

. "We are very glad 10 see you,"
said Galina Tegret, secretary of the
local.Communlst Party eornmillee ..

Provldenlya oencials escorted the
visitors on a tour of the city of 5,000.
then presided over a banquet at a

downtown dining hall.
Provldenlya residents packed an

auditorium at the "Palace of Cul-
ture" for four hours of speeches, glO·
giving AndNative dancing.

Soviet and Alaska officials strull'

gled with. the language barrier a'li
day, ~ut the Eskimos cballed easily
In lhe~r cOmmon Yuplk dialect.

Dnnking tea from samovars and
munchlllg on sweet rolls, they tried

. Pl•••• turn to FII"ht, P." ••



·,.
._r- .

iSed to COntinue'~clumges between peeling paint and' muddy streets
the regions, and Alaska Gov. Steve' pocked with potholes. Remnants of
COwper invited residents of' the winter's packed ice remain in the

Contiilueci'from P8ge l' Provideniya to visit Alaska, harbor, and snow lingers on the
':\ to catch up on 40years of gossip. . . '; The SoyiefS admitted making a. gravel-domed mountains that cast
~ Timothy Gologergen, 63,of Nome, mistake: years' ago when they forced' long shadows on the city.

shared a traditional song with-a Sibe- . Natives from· their villages. "At the . "The Soviets are a bit puzzled
rian Eskimo whO identified himself' time w~·thought. it was expedient," why we want to go to a place like

, as Kaygigun, 41, from the village of said Vyacheslav Kobets, president of Provideniya," said Bob Clarke, a
, New. Chaplino; several miles from . the region's Communist party exeeu- State· Department official on the

Provideniya. . tive committee.' . . flight. .
Gologergen later translated his· "It is our fortune that this situa- But airline officials say curiosity

talk with Kaygigun. "They got three- tion was. not carried on too long:' about Siberia runs high. They are
walruses last night;" Gologergen Kobets said, "We consider' it was' a hoping tourists to Nome will pa~ to
saiet "They were hauling them back mistake. Every village now with Na-· fly the extra miles to Provideniya .

., and' forth by dog team and he heard tive people will be developed in ac-' Cruise ship lines also have ap-
~.that.we were- coJIiing.Hedropped ev- cordance- with the needs of the Na- plied for permission to .dock at
-~.erything and came over." . L.; .tive people." , . . Provideniya. ; .

Gologergen said, the Siberian Es-· . The. "FriendShip Flight,...· two. James Stimptle; a Nome resident
kimos would love· to visit Alaska; years. in the, planning by Alaskans," who- first proposed. the flight two

. governments willing:. was approved this month by the Sovt- years ago, believes that if the Alas- •
- "He said. this way is really good ets." '. ka-Siberia border is opened wider,
- just.to speak our own dialect and Alaska. Airlines sponsored the then Nome could become an econom-
not listen to the war' stories or think' flight:. and is hoping the one-time ic and cultural center for both sides
about war ... just be 'doing our thing, charter- paves the way for twice- of the Bering Strait.
speaking our' Yupiklanguage and . weeklytourist flights from Nome. .' "From here there is no limit to
hunting.:" and' being .relaxed," Provideniya.may seem an unlike- what we can do," Stimpfle said. "We
Gologergen-s~cL ' ly tourist destination. It is a city of .live so close to each other. We ought

,~an~. Soviet officials, promo: concrete block apartment buildings, .to visitmore."

. . ..•... , '":. ,,'

Fligh.t~..' ,~J



Soviet-American
Rock Concert

Scheduled
for February

The Siberian Gateway Project (SGP)
and Cama'i (formerly the Alaska Per-
forming Artists for Peace), a nonprofit

organization dedicated to improving the cul-
tural relationship between Alaska and the
Soviet Union, will cosponsor an international
rock concert at the Sullivan Arena in Anchor-
age on February 24 and 25, 1989.

Continuing to promote increased inter-
change between East and West, the Alaska
State Chamber's Siberian Gateway Project is
providing the initial money to Cama'i to host
top rock stars from both the Soviet Union and
the United States.

"The seed money we provide will allow
Cama'i to retain a professional team of experts
to transform this event into a concert the world
will watch;' remarked Mead Treadwell, SGP
Secretary Treasurer.

Stas Namin and his band, the most well
known Soviet rock band in the USSR, will be
the lead group representing the entourage of
performers attending the international event
from the Soviet Union. In addition to Namin,
a large native delegation will also participate
in the concert, performing traditional Eskimo
music and dance.

"This concert was Stas Namin's idea and he
will be performing free of charge because he's
dedicated to the gesture it symbolizes;' ex-
plained Dixie Belcher, Executive Director of
Cama'i.

From the American side, the headliner will
be Eddie Money, a rocker that has had several
number one hits since he began his career
many years ago. Paul Winter, a well known
United States performer, will also participate
in the Soviet-American Concert.

Several peripheral ac-
tivities will take place
around the concert but
those projects are still
in the planning stages.
One initiative that is be-
ing publicly pursued by
the sponsoring organi-
zations and the Gover-
nors Office of Interna-

Dixie Belcher tional Trade, is the pos-
sibility of having the

Soviet airline, Aeroflot, fly an airliner directly
into Anchorage International Airport with the
attending Soviet delegation.

"Governor Cowper extended an invitation to
Mr. Vladimir Krurkov, General Manager of
Aeroflot, on February 20th to fly from Mag-
adan to Anchorage. However, the United States
State Department Soviet Desk is requiring
Aeroflot to follow regular procedures concer-
ning the request;' explained Ginna Brelsford,

L

Alaska Performing Artists for Peace (Cama'i), perform with Soviet Eskimos while on tour in the Soviet
Union in 1986.

Holland America Promotes Alaska Down Under

The 2-day Alaska Days celebration at the
World Expo in Australia would not
have been the big success that it was

without the help of "Holland America Line/
Westours" said Jane Angvik, Expo 88 Director.
"Their support was critical"

Holland America Line/Westours made a
cash donation to ASCC for $31,000 to under-
write the Alaska Days events in Brisbane. Most
of the money was used to pay the transporta-
tion costs for the Chevak Dancers to travel
from Chevak, Alaska to Australia where they
performed before 20,000 on the Riverfront
Stage for two evenings. The donation also paid
the way for entertainers Hobo Jim, Trish
Hanun and Jeff Macktaz, North Country Pro-
ductions, Anchorage, the show's producer and
his technical crew. All of the entertainers and
technicians volunteered their time to produce
the Alaska Days concerts.

Rolf Klug, Holland-America Line's Director
of Overseas Marketing and Sales travelled to
Australia in mid-September to take part in the
celebration. A reception for over 600 Australi-

ans and Expo personnel was hosted by Holland
America Line. (Alaskan Gold Seafoods dona-
ted the smoked salmon for guests to sample.)

A major part of Alaska Days included two
seminars, each sponsored by Holland America
Line, which provided Alaskan and Australian
business people an opportunity to discuss trade
and tourism. Over 150 Australian travel agents
and visitor industry officials attended the
Alaska tourism seminar.

A chance to win a two week, all expenses
paid, cruise for two through Alaska's Inside
Passage, donated by Holland America Line/
Westours, doubled the attendance at the Alaska
Pavilion, from 10,000 per day to 20,000, Angvik
said. "Expo 88 and the promotional efforts by
Holland America Line greatly enhanced the
company's ability to attract more tourists to
Alaska;' she added.
''AI Parrish, president of Westours, and Rolf

KIug made Alaska Days possible;' Angvik
acknowledged. "I'm confident that Alaska's in-
creased visibility, as a result of Expo 88,will pay
off for all of Alaska's visitor industry"

Calendar of Events

JANUARY
20 John Hale, City Manager, Mat-Su Borough - Anchorage. "A New Dawn for

the Valley: Economic Development Plans for the Future;' ABR.
30 Business After Hours - Anchorage, Egan Convention Center, hosted by Bill

Elander and the Anchorage Convention & Visitors Bureau.

FEBRUARY
Ambassador Daniel G. Amstuts, U.S. State Department, Washington, D.C.
- Anchorage. "Japanese Trade:' ABR.
ASCC Board meeting - Juneau & Whitehorse.
Soviet-American Rock Concert - Anchorage, Sullivan Arena. Co-sponsored
by Dixie Belcher and Camai, and the Siberian Gateway Project (ASCC).

3

17-19
24-25

Trade Specialist, Office of International Trade.
"The State Department procedures are cum-
bersome but we're confident the flight will
happen;' concluded Brelsford.

Specific details concerning the concert will
be released at a later date. For more informa-
tion contact Dixie Belcher at 789-0449 or
Shane Johnson at 278-3741.

------------------------------------------- Alaska Action 7



Peace
artists
return,
Alaska contingent
says Soviets liked
their performances
By CHUCK KLEESC_~ULTE
TllE JUNEAU EMPtM _

They practically wobb.!....ectfrom
exhaustion, but their eyes sparkled
as they relived for. well-wishers the
memories of their three-week trek
for peace across the Soviet Union.

Between hugs and kisses, most of
the 28 members of the Juneau con tin- .,
gent of the-Alaska Performing Art- __
ists for Peace raved about their trip
after arriving back in Juneau late
Sunday night. •

"1t"Was great. We were very well-
received. I think by and large the
people are very interested in any-
thing American. They seemed very
inquisitive and wanted to know about
our lives, not about what our govern-
ment does," said Dave Moe, one of
the 67 people, all but two from Alas-
ka, who traveled throughout the S0-
viet Union as part of a people-to-pee-
pie artistic exchange desi'gned to
promote goodwill.
"I'm exhausted. We got on the

plane in Helsinki at 2 p.m. their time,
flew for 9lfz hours straight to reach
Seattle by way of Los Angeles and
then after a layover, flew the rest of
the way But it was a pretty amazing
trip. It will take a lifetime to get over
the emotions from it all." said Ju-
neau doctor Scott Jamison, ;;s he
waited for his luggage

The performing artists, organized
bv Dixie Belcher, a force behind Ju-
neau's local harmony group. the St.
Paul Singers, featured Eskimo danc-
ers from Chevak. Savoonga and
Gambol}. rock performers from An
chor age gospel singers from
:rl['(lIJghplll th(' <t.iu- ;tnd filO(kr:l

-,i,und> :1:'111 l!tl!h:t'. l;l: l.~t·jy t'fldr1.·t·
Pl"t1lltt turn to Ptlijf! 1.2.
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THIS IS OUR HOME, OUR BEAUTIFUL SPACESHIP EARTH.
We live on one planet, with one life support system. All humanity,
all life, is totally interdependent.

The development of nuclear weapons has forever changed our world.
War is now obsolete: it threatens all life. In response, thousands of
people are working together to build a world Beyond War.

3TO HalII nOM, HalII npeK;PaCHbIYl KOC:MW-Iec:fG1l.1 KOpa6.JIb 3eMJHI. MbI JKI.1BeM
na ITJIaHeTe, KOTopaR ,lWIli HaC TOJIbKQ O,l]).1HV1CTOtIHMK»13fllt1. Bee
'lIeJIOBel.leCTBO, Beg HaIIJa JIG13Hb, rrOJIHQCTblO38.BltICrIT zrpyr OT zrpyr'a ,

"...
Beyond War, an internalional.educalional movement.

Please write 222 High Street, Palo Alto, California 94301 for information. 415-328-7756 To order this card, pleae send $5.00 for thirty, postpaid, to:
Beyond War, Box 020993, Juneau, Alaska 99802-0993

NASA Photo: Apollo XVII, December 1972



Dixie's dream came true
As I watched the news and read the

newspaper on the Provideniya flight, I could
not help but feel the excitement of the
historical. event. I understand that in order to
have such successful results, a large number of
people must have worked many long hours.
My hat goes off to one of the unsung heroes of
that event - Dixie Belcher.
In 1985,Dixie Belcher started her quest to

unite the St. Lawrence Island Eskimos with
their relatives across the Bering Strait. Dix-
ie's dream was to use the Alaska Performing
Artists for Peace as a vehicle to communicate
the need to reunite a culture of people. I am
sure that many saw the need for this unifica-
tion, but it was Dixie Belcher who hand
carried a proposal to Gov. Steve Cowper, Sen.
Frank Murkowski, Sen. Ted Stevens, Yuri
Rytkheu (the Soviet poet), Peter Jennings of
ABC News, and Gennady Gerasimov, a spo-
kesperson of the General Secretary Mikhail
Gorbachev and countless others.
It was Dixie's perseverance and dedication

that brought about the successful Provideniya
Friendship Flight. .

Dixie's dream of reuniting the St. Lawrence
Eskimos with their relatives just two and a
half miles across the Bering Strait is a dream
she made come true.

Dixie Belcher, we commend you for your
efforts.
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TRADE AND FRIENDSHIP ACROSS THE BERING STRAIT

TWO NIGHTS OF MUSICAL CELEBRATION

U The Soviets danced their American audience right out of their seats."
THE BOSTON GLOBE on the POKROVSKY SINGERS

The Alaska State Chamber of Commerce,
Siberian Gateway Project and Camai

present

Superpower /ioclt II~Roll
Saturday, February 25~h

Sullivan Arena -8 p.m,
Friday, February 24th

Performing Arts Center'- 8 p.m.

• DMITRI POKROVSKY SINGERS
• U.S., SOVJET ESKIMO DANCERS
• MARTIN LUTHER KING CHOIR

• U.S. SUPERSTAR EDDIE MONEY
• SOVIET SUPERSTAR STASNAMIN
• SOVIET ROCK GROUP "RONDO"

BOX OFFICE 263·2787 BOX OFFICE 258-7915
TICKETS FOR BOTH NIGHTS AVAILABLE AT

CARRSPHOTODEPARTMENTS

Almost 100of our Soviet Neighbors visit Alaska this week.
JO IN THE E OME·· JOIN IN HE FUN!



�MY'TURN
By JOY LYON
Alaska Performing Artists for

. Peace is a group of singers, Eskimo
dancers and comedians, Gospelsing-
ers and folk dancers from all over
Alaska. .-.

As we traveled across the Soviet
Union together this past October, we
put our hearts and souls into "melt-
ing the ice barrier between our coun-
tries, and building a bridge of peace
there instead," as former Governor
Jay Hammond was fond of saying.
We found the Russian people more

. than ready to meet us halfway.. .
I could write pages about the im-

pressive architecture, the beautiful
scenery, .and interesting aspects of
their daily lives. But it is the people
that I remember most, so it is the
people I will tell about here.

Our first real chance to meet the
Soviet people came at our first con-
cert, in Leningrad. We were all a lit-
tle tense and nervous. Shortly before
the concert began, Dixie Belcher,
our leader, told us that Soviet audi-
ences are very reserved and not to
expect much response.

We were overwhelmed when they
gave us a standing ovation on our en-
trance song and continued the most
unreserved clapping and cheering
I'd ever heard, throughout the show.
So much for that stereotype!

Our audiences were warm and en-
thusiastic at all 14 shows, in the six
cities we visited. Altogether we per-
formed for just under 10,000 Soviet
citizens, and taped the show for na-
tionwide television.

Relating with the audiences dur-
ing shows was always exciting and
uplifting, but meeting individual peo-
ple after the shows was even more
enjoyable:

After the first concert in Lenin-
grad we could barely get off the
stage, there were so many people
waiting to greet us. Everyone was

trading postcards, pins, addresses,
and hugs. One of the Eskimo ladies
from Savoonga, just 40 kilometers
from Siberia, met the son of a good
friend whom she hadn't been able to
contact since World War II. They
spoke in Yupik to each other, and it
was a very emotional experience for.
them and all who were watching.

A college girl named Victoria
grabbed me by the hand and dragged
me off to sit with her. She used up
her few English words and I used all
my Russian, and we still had so very
much to say to one another. It was
both frustrating and exhilarating to
communicate with our eyes and ges-
tures. We visited the next night in
her home, and during a few more
moments snatched from our busy
schedules. As we parted for the last
time, she took the scarf from around
her neck and wrapped it tenderly
around mine. Leaving her was like
leaving a sister.

In Irkutsk, we ended our part of
the show by singing "We Are The
World," as Vie walked out into the
audience greeting and shaking hands
with people. Then we.sat down in the
first two rows and watched a group
of local Russian performers share
their culture with us. Since we had
sung' one of their favorite songs in
Russian, they surprised us with a
song in English - "We Shall Over-
come'." Spontaneously, we all turned
to the audience and sang the last
verse, "we shall live in peace," to
them in Russian. There were tears in
many eyes.

Afterwards, little groups clus-
tered everywhere. People with gui-
tars singing songs in each other's
language, showing picture albums of
Alaska, a Russian teaching one of us
the Cossack style jig, the Eskimo
boys giving a break dance demon-
stration, talking and laughing ... no
one wanted to leave.

In a show in Novosibirsk, Dixie
made' a short speech saying how ex-

Alaska group builds bridge of
friendship during Soviet trip

periencing the warmth of the Soviet
people had changed our lives. We all
waved to each other as the curtain
slowly closed, and stayed backstage
with the Russian performers, play-
ing frisbee and sharing some simple
Russian and American songs and
dances. I was carrying on a philo-
sophical discussion with some wom-
en, all in gestures of 'course, when
one of the women kissed me on the
cheek, leaving a dark red lip print.
So one of the other ladies decided I
should have a matching kiss on the
other cheek. We were all having so
much fun, it could. been. my. Aunt
Margaret and Aunt Elaine there.

During this Christmas season I of-
ten think of the man we met at a
meeting with the Friendship Society
in Irkutsk. What was to be a formal
meeting soon turned fun and relax-
ing. The local museum director, in-
stead of filling us with facts and in-
formation, played a waltz for us on
the piano, saying it used to be a sad
song about the cold Siberian winters,
but since we had arrived it had be-
come much warmer and happier.
Another man told us a little of the
history of Irkutsk, saying that we
were all honorary citizens there
since Irkutsk used to be the capital of
Alaska and Siberia.

My favorite fellow, with a silver
handlebar mustache and twinkling
eyes, was quite the orator and joker.
He told us that every year he plays
"Father Frost" for his grandchil-
dren. By the time he finished talking
we were all about ready to climb on
his lap and tell him what we wanted
for Christmas.

A few days later he
unsuspectingly came with friends in-
to a restaurant where all 67 of us
were eating. We all spontaneously
stood and clapped and cheered for
him. "Father Frost" then had some
very rosy cheeks to match his twin-
kling eyes.

Itwas hard saying goodbye to our
guides, Slava and Masha, who had
traveled with us throughout the trip .
In three short weeks we broke them
down from prim and proper, memo-
rized speeches guides, to members of
our snowball-fighting, spur-of-the-
moment, fun-loving group. Masha
told us that we were the best thing
that ever happened in her life. On the'
bus to the airport we all sang "I'm
Leaving on a Jet Plane," and other
sad goodbye songs to her. I can still
see her trying to wipe the tears away
with her red mittens.

Now that we are back home
again, I have already started receiv-
ing letters from some of my new
Russian friends, and have a warm I

neighborly feeling about their coun-
try, in spite of what I may read about
their government in the newspapers.
I also have the realization that living
in peace with these people is not an
impossible dream. It is d dream that
all of us together can'make happen.

Our system isn't perfect, our gov-
ernment officials do not always
make the best decisions. Yet we still
have a deep and unshakeable love
for our country. Russians feel the
same way about their country. Why
don't we all start feeling that way
about each other?

"There comes a time, when we
heed a certain call, and the world
must come together as one ... and we
all must lend a hand, to life, the
greatest gift of all .... "
A slide/video presentation of the

trip is available for church groups,
meetings, holiday parties, etc. For
reservations please call 586-6989 or
789-2028.A small donation will be re-
quested. -Joy Lyon is one of 24 people from
Juneau who took part in the Alaska
fterforming Artists for Peacetrip to the
Soviet Union. She is a carperiter ap-
prentice.
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Soviet officials, rock stars
plan Juneau appearances
By KIRK McALLISTER
THE JUNEAU EMPIRE

Politics and rock 'n' roll - Soviet
style - are headed for Juneau. '

On Feb. 21, a six-member delega-
tion led by Gennadi Gerasimov, chief
Soviet Foreign Ministry spokesman,
will visit the Capital City to meet
with Gov. Steve Cowper and mem-
bers of the legislature.

Then on March 3, two Soviet rock
bands will turn up the volume on
glasnost with a concert tentatively
set for Centennial Hall. Stas Namin,
perhaps the most famous of Russian
rock stars, will perform as well as a
band called "Rondo."

The unusual combination of poli-
tics and music is part of the Siberian
Gateway Project, a celebration of
the opening of the Soviet-Alaska bor-
der. The event, most of which is
scheduled for Anchorage, is co-spon-
sored by Camai, a non-profit group
dedicated to cultural exchange, and
the Alaska State Chamber of Corn-
merce.

Camai, which means hello in
Yupik, is headed by Juneau's Dixie
Belcher, who in the past few years,

has been instrumental in opening up
cultural and political contacts be-
tween Alaska and the Soviet Union.
In 1986, she organized the Alaska
Performing Artists for Peace tour of
the Soviet Union.

"This is a celebration of the open-
ing of the border and the melting of
the ice wall," Belcher said. "It's also
a celebration of the unification of S0-
viet and American Eskimo fami-
lies."

Last June, the so-called "friend-
ship flight" carried a planeload of
Alaskans to the Siberian town of
Provideniya. A group of Alaska Eski-
mos on the flight were able to see
family members from Siberia for the
first time since the border was
closed in 1948.

Belcher said the idea of a concert
celebrating the warming of relations
between the Soviet Union and Alaska
came from her friend Stas Namin, a
musician who has attained legendary
status in the Soviet Union similar to
that of Elvis Presley.

Namin's career began in the
Brezhnev era when Soviet rock and
roll was strictly an underground phe-

nomenon and he was unable to per-
form in public. Nevertheless, he sold
40 million records. Now under the
glasnost policy that has opened up
Soviet society, he manages more
than three dozen rock bands.

The Soviet officials coming to Ju-
neau later this month besides Gerasi-
mov, who will be making his third
trip here, include Vyacheslav
Kobets, governor of the Magadan
Territory in Siberia; Oleg Kulinkin
of Provideniya; Mrs. N.P. Otke of
the Supreme Soviet; Vitaliy Vorotni-
kov, Russian Federation president;
and Yevgenty Primakov, director of
the Soviet Committee for Economic
Cooperation in the Pacific.

In all, about 80 Russians are ex-
pected to visit Alaska during the fes-
tivities.

American performers scheduled.
include Yupik singer and dancer
Chuna McIntyre; two Anchorage
choirs; Susan Osborn, former lead
singer for the Paul Winter Consort;
three Eskimo dance troupes; and top
U.S. rocker Eddie Money.

The music festival is scheduled
for Feb. 24-25at the Sullivan area.



copters and boats on the big
island.

There have been a few in-
stances where Eskimos have met
each other at the date line, but
travel' is forbidden. Two Ameri-
cans who walked across the date-
line were arrested and held by
the Soviets in 1986and 1987. :

But last August, Calffornian
Lynne Cox was given permission
to swim between the two islands
and was warmly' greeted by the
Soviets who had flown to the
desolate island from Siberia.

Sunday, while gazing toward
the hidden Siberian coastline al-
most 35 miles away, Gerasimov
said the trip to' the internetional
date line was worth it.

"it really is an experience' to .
see how close we are geographi-
,eally, and still worlds apart in
other ways."

Later, at a. dinner in 'Nome,
Gerasimov told a crowd of 200
that he was impressed by the
openness and friendliness of
Alaskans. While Gerasimov was
being presented numerous gifts,
Lonnie O'Connor of Nome asked
him to autograph Gorbachev's
book, "Perestroika," which ex-

plains. the restructuring of the
Soviet economy.

The crowd roared with laugh-
ter when Gerasimov held his
boss' book and said, "It's very
interesting that his book has
even made the best-seller lists,
and it's also very interesting that
you are paying for Soviet propa-
ganda."

Gerasimov was asked if plans
for a friendship flight between
Nome and Provideniya would ac-
tually happen.

/ "I personally view this flight
as kind of a symbolic gesture,"
Gerasimov said, adding that he
didn't think anyone could sustain
such an effort commercially.
"Well, not yet," he continued,
"but maybe in the future it will
be commercially sound."

After watching the King Is-
land Dancers perform, Gerasi-
mov sloshed through the mud to
a waiting van, taking back to
Moscowgifts of ivory, a gold pan
and a giant framed photo of
Nome.

"I have seen a picture of Prov-
ideniya," Gerasimov said, "and I
must tell you that your skyline is
more appealing to me."
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With the news media In tow, Gennadl GeraslmoY walks In front of a one-wo sign on the Little Diomede Store. The Russian word '8 "Peace."
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Villagers give visit r warm welcome
Gerasimov makes no promises, but talks of melting the 'i curtain'
By CLAIRE RICHARDSON
Daily News correspondent

G ennadi Gerasimov did
not want to go to Little
Diomede. At least, not
when he first heard the

. idea from organizers of his whirl-
wind Alaska trip that took him
through Juneau, Anchorage and
Nome.

"That island is so far away,"
said Gerasimov, chief spokesman
for Soviet leader Mikhail Gorba-
chev. The island is also known

for unpredictable weather that
often strands visitors. .

But when the weather cooper-
ated Sunday afternoon, Gerasi-
mov gamely boarded a chartered
twin-engine plane and flew the
150-mile, 45-minute trip to the
tiny island overshadowed by its
Soviet neighbor, Big Diomede,
almost three miles away.

The clouds hung low over the
Bering Strait as Gerasimov's
plane landed on the ice runway.
The island's village perches pre-

cariously. along its steep, rocky
base. And while the residents of
Diomede had no trouble scram-
bling up the slippery path to the
school, Gerasimov and his entou-
rage - surrounded by curious
children - gingerly made their
way up the ice steps.

Once inside the school gym,
.Gerasimov spoke to the villagers
about opening the border be-
tween Siberia and Alaska.

"It's not an iron curtain," Ger-
asimov said, "it's an ice curtain."

He also pointed out that it was
the FBI that in 1948 ended a
10-year agreement between the
governments that allowed Eski-
mos to trade and visit with their
neighbors across the Bering
Strait.

"Of course, we also collaborat-
ed," Gerasimov added'. "Now I
think the Cold War years must be
over, and with the Cold War over
this ice curtain must melt and I

Rapist finishes parole, but outrage 0 r
By CATALINA ORTIZ
TheAssociated Press

SAN FRANCISCO - Larry
Singleton, who raped a young

California Department of Cor-
rections.

"We have no legal right to
follow hizn any further and
no statutorY means of reauir-

near Modesto, 45 miles east of
San Francisco, in 1978. He
served eight years of a 14-
year sentence.

He was under no obligation

or if he f s off the'
Singleton, who w

ing hea y the da
attack, not hac

, t



children came toward me and I
thought they were going to give me a
pin [a common custom in the USSR}.
I knelt down on one knee to be at
eye level and they both gave me a
kiss at the same time on each cheek.

I could not keep back the tears. At
that moment. all the museums,
memorials and propaganda became
unimportant. Two small children
had bridged all the barriers and with
a kiss communicated their love and
trust for an American.

The rest of the trip was anti-
climatic. We visited Novosibirsk, a
city of \.5 million people. We visited
their Scientific Institute, saw another
opera and sang another concert.
Their Bolshoi theater was con-
structed by the women of Nov-
osibirsk during World War II and
the first opera was performed there
in 1945, a month after the war
ended.

On Oct. 27, we flew to Moscow, a
city of more than 8 million. We saw
the Moscow circus, visited the
Kremlin grounds and sang several
concerts. We met many people and
had varied experiences, but the
people were friendly and seemed to
like Americans.

The people. like the two small
children in Irkutsk, expressed their
warmth and friendship in many
ways, not always with a kiss,
sometimes with a tear.

Southeastern Log, December 1986, Page B·3

city of more than 800,000 people.
They have a huge hydroelectric dam
and It was there we sang a concert
to a capacity crowd of \.300. More
than 2,000 were outside trying to get
into the concert hall.

On Oct. 21, we. flew back to
Irkutsk and attended .a circus that
evening. The next evening we sang a

The people of Leningrad look the
same as the people in the U.S.

concert at the sports arena to a
crowd of more than 2,000. The
military attache from the U.S.
embassy in Moscow and his wife
had come to Irkutsk to hear our
concert.

The highlight of the trip for me
came on the morning of Oct. 23. We
visited a pioneer school in Irkutsk, a
school where the children learn
music, dance, arts and crafts. We
were ushered into a room to hear a
small group of children 16 to 8 years
old] sing a few songs.

After their performance, most of
our group had left the room, but I
stayed behind to watch the
children's faces for a moment. Two

Soviet audiences enthusiastic

We toured the city, went to the
opera "Lucia," and performed for a
language school.

The people of Leningrad look the
same as the people in the U.S. When
I went for an early morning walk.
people were walking their dogs,
jogging or waiting for the bus on
their way to work.

On the morning of Oct. 17, we
spent 10 hours flying from Leningrad
to Khabarovsk, a city of 500,000
people. We sang two concerts as the
first American performing -arts group
ever to perform in Khabarovsk.

We left the next day for Irkutsk, a
city of 850,000 near Lake Baykal, the
largest freshwater lake in the world.
We sang at the friendship hall in
Irkutsk and it was here that I met
the poet. Mark Cepteeb, who gave
me a copy of his latest book of
poetry. I promised to send him a
book of my poetry and that was one
of the first things I did upon my
return to Juneau.

On Oct. 20 we flew 'to Bratsk: a

dancers, rock performers. gospel and
folk singers, returned to Juneau
Sunday night after 1"4 Soviet perfor-
mances. .

Organizer Dixie Belcher reported
that Soviets had to be turned away at
evey stop.

"Our Intourist guide said a group
of amateur performers had never
elicited such a response before."
Belcher said.
"It was really incredible because

they had heard a lot of bad things
about Americans. and even though
we have a free press, we had never

Continued from 82

between the two countries.
In the meantime, the Alaskan

Performing Artists for Peace must
raise funds to cover more than
S200.000 in trip expenses. The group
owes Finn Air S5O,OOOand hopes to
raise enough to produce a full-length
movie of the tour. Some group
members went into debt to cover
equipment freight expenses on the
trip. -e

Persons wishing to contribute can
send donations to Alaskan Perform-
ing Artists for Peace, 1991 Hughes
Way, Juneau. Alaska,.99801. Dona-
tions are tax deductible,

Turn any occasion into a special event. ~Pi
s"nd Tetetto ... 's S~ial Dav BouqUN ~
lrs the sunny-w-.ly 10 celebrate birthdays. anniversaries. wedding ..... :. ~ .,.
showers or <loy other occasion you ran think of. v" .~;t""';,j.:i"~

Wc'lI deliver In town. or W~ it any whc:'rc 2(fOSS 'Oc ~ rl1f1":
VOiced Stares and Canada. CaJI Of visit today. _ .........'.1.:.~-:' .. '. i~f~
r p. ~ FloW'pr<: ~ll.idlO1a· -- -

heard very much about the average
Russian." said Juneau resident Russ
Josephson. "The trip showed that
the people and the government are
entirely different. that people really
can communicate at a personal level,
even if you can't speak each other's
language."

One goal of the trip was to reunite
some of the St. Lawrence Island
Yupiks with Soviet relatives. The
Siberian leg of the trip was cut back
because of Soviet security concerns.
but one student in Leningrad
recognized one Ala.ska performer as
a relative. as did a Moscow woman,
according to the group.

"The really moving part of every
performance was when we would
sing 'We are the World.' " Belcher
said. "The crowd would all join and
sing it in English. It was an
incredible experience."

..._....we will <;JladlVdeliver out of town .........

Singer: Russians not so different

The cutting Edge In Technology
Now Has The Edge In Price

When yOU piCk UP a HUSQV3m3
saw, you expect ttle best In new
tecnnology, ttle best In durabilI-
tY and tne beSt pawer-to-welOnt
ratIO. NOW;voU can expect me
best deal around. .

iEditnr, note: David' Moe of
[u ncau was a member 01 an Alaska
'sinf\ing group who traveled to the
Soviet Cruon.]

Bv DAVID MOE
. For the Log

JUNEAU - When ( left Juneau for
Kings Lake Camp near Wasilla on
Oct. 4 with a group of local singers
as part of Alaska Peforming Artists
for Peace. I still wasn't convinced
we were going to the USSR.

We still needed S 15,000 just to get
the tickets from the San Francisco
travel agency, but I thought the trip
to Kings Lake would be enjoyable
because it would provide the chance
to meet other performing groups
from around the state who were
meeting to rehearse.

After meeting the' group at Kings
Lake Camp, I became convinced this
event would happen. Three Eskimo
groups, a black gospel group from
Anchorage and the Juneau singers
combined for a family of entertainers
who were destined for the USSR.

We gave a concert on Oct. 8 at the
Anchorage Museum and left Oct. 9
for Los Angeles. Helsinki [Finland]
and Leningrad (Russia],

Leningrad is a city of 4.5 million
people that was under seige for 900
days during World War II and whose
people have spent the past 40 years
rebuilding the city, as Atlanta, Ga.,
did after the Civil War in the U.S.

JUNEAU IAPI - The Alaska
Performing Artists for Peace, re-
turning to the state after a tour of
the Soviet Union. say Soviet au-
diences were enthusiastic about their
goodwill mission.

"I think by-and-large the people
are very nterested in anytbing
American. They seemed very in-

. quisitive and wanted to know about
our lives, not about what our
government does," said Dave Moe,
one of the 65 Alaskans on the tour of
six cities. .

The group, including Eskimo

Highligh ts
lessen travel restrictions ."' said
Jamieson. He felt that change would
be gradual and require a global
effort.

Alex Majewski, general manager
and translator for the group, said the
trip would be complete when a
Russian group visits' Alaska. Plans
were discussed with the Ministry of
Culture in Moscow to bring a
Siberian Yupik. group here in May
whicb could lead to a series of
exchanges involving performers;
Majewski said Alaska "rings a ben"
for Russians because of our shared
history. He sees tbe state' as a bridge

-~,
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Rest of the story
A mid the excitement of the recent Friendship

Flight from Alaska to Siberia, an important
fact was lost in the shuffle. News stories

prominently mentioned that the flight was a vision of
Nome businessman Jim Stimpfle, who had long
dreamed of drawing Alaska and Siberia closer together
through trade, tourism and reuniting Alaskan Eskimos
with their relatives across the international border.

Mr. Stimpfle is to be congratulated for his vision, but
lost amid the hoopla was the fact that others have long
shared those dreams, especially that of reuniting the
Eskimos, whose families had been separated when the
border was closed
decades ago.

Dixie Belcher of
Juneau is one of those
who shared that dream.
More than that, she
helped make it a reality
in her own unique, unassuming way that has included
personal sacrifice and dedication to the cause of peace
she deeply believes in. During the last three years, she
has traveled many times to the Soviet Union and
Washington, D.C., to meet with high-level officials,
including Gennady Gerasimov, the Soviet Foreign
Ministry spokesman.

Ms. Belcher, however, has done more than talk
about better U.S.-Soviet relations. Two years ago, she
organized the Alaska Performing Artists for Peace, a
group of 67 Alaskans that included gospel singers,
Eskimo dancers and even former Gov. Jay Hammond.
Working on the slimmest of budgets, that group toured
the Soviet Union, bringing the people of our two nations
closer together with a lyrical, universal message of
peace.

Ms. Belcher has not stopped there. She has continued
her efforts through her many contacts in Washington
and Moscow. Just last spring, she toured the United
States with Mr. Gerasimov, who carrie to Alaska a
second time to meet with Gov. Steve Cowper and the
Eskimos who live in the Bering Straits.

She even traveled to Moscow during the recent
summit between President Reagan and Soviet
Secretary General Mikhail Gorbachev. It is not
coincidental that approval for the Friendship Flight
came soon after that summit.

Ms. Belcher's efforts may not be the only reason the
Friendship Flight took place. It is doubtful, however,
that it would have taken place without them.

ISSUE: Juneau
woman key factor
in Friendship Flight
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"Local peace activist
honored in Moscow:"

· By ERIC PETER
· THE JUNEAU EMPIRE

While the world's attention has
~ been focused on Washington D.C.
_ and Moscow in the opening of bar-

riers between East and West, a Ju-
~.neau woman and a Soviet man ran
" around to the back door to open it.

So went a anecdote by Soviet gov-
· ernment spokesman Gennady Ger-
.. asimov when he and Juneau resident

and cultural exchange activist Dixie
Belcher received an award in the So-

, viet Union in January for their work
. in opening the Bering Strait sep-
arating Alaska from Siberia.

This was the eighth trip to the So-
viet Union for Belcher, executive di-

".rector and president of Camai, a
group devoted to opening barriers

~ between the two superpowers
-~through performing arts.
- " "Camai started out as the Alas-
.;' kan Performing Artists for Peace"

Belcher, 49, said. "We toured the S~
viet Union in 1986 to dramatize the

;. proximity of Alaska with the
"':U.S.S.R. This began a movement in
:: both countries to open the Bering
: Strait. This started a series of trips'i- and exchanges with the Soviet
..-.:Union."
:< Camai is a Yupik Eskimo word
,,~meaning hello and an Inupiaq Eski-
'.,:mo word meaning "I want to come
: in," Belcher said. The Eskimo

groups are significant because they
occur on both sides of the Bering
Strait, she said.

Belcher received the award in
Moscow for her work in late January
during a Citizen's Summit on Restor-

~ ing Global Environment. Gerasimov
, :: who worked toward opening the Be~
'-. ring Strait from the Soviet side, was
: also honored, she said. The award
• was a heavy bronze sculpture of a
i ,woman holding the world in one hand
:: 'and a baby in the other .
•: "What was emphasized (at the
: citizens' summit) was that many
;. people feel we've taken major steps
'. toward peace, but both sides contin-
::;.ue to build weapons," Belcher said.
~::."Billions of dollars are poured intot: ~he military. while we'~e having a los-
".,:mg battle WIth the environment.'
.~::: Human rights, feminist issues,
:.;.global communications, energy and
'~..business issues were also discussed
;:: at the summit, which was attended
•..: by about 300Americans and Soviets.
~.:. While in Moscow, Belcher also at-

.tended a global forum with political,
~: religious, environmental and cultur-
: -.alleaders from around the world.
::. "There were Hindu, Jewish, Mos-
';'Jlem and Christian religious leaders
:;) and even American Indians in tradi-
.::::tional head dress," she said.
. :t",·a.",,....,..·,

After the forum the participants
were taken to an imposing, ornate
hall in the Kremlin, she said. Soviet
President Mikhail Gorbachev walked
into the hall and sat down to ap-
plause.

"Just then an elderly Hindu in
traditional dress came in and
chanted in Hindi and then omed (in-
toned a mantra)," Belcher said. "He
was joined by the other 300people in
the hall. When he finished Gorbachev
spoke. My reaction was that I had
seen everything there was to see."

Camai is now active in a World
Ice Lottery for Peace, a lottery in
which people buy tickets to predict
when the ice in the strait between
Big Diomede and Little Diomede
breaks up.
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Folkfest: Building bridges through so
By CATHERINE STADEM
Times Arts Ecltor
It was a love fest. It was a

happening. It was a peace rally.
It was the '008 all over again -
but this time with a Russian ac-
cent.

Friday night's Glasnost Folk-
fest at the Alaska Center for the
Performing Arts definitely was
the social event of the season.

The 2,07~seat Atwood Concert
Hall was jammed. People large
and small, Soviet and Alaskan,
Yupik and Siberian Eskimo,
decked out in furs and jewels and
jeans and cowboy boots, sat side
by side, friend-to-friend, as they
say in Russian,droog-droogoo.

Review

The message, perhaps best
delivered by Dmitri Pokrovsky,
leader of the Pokrovsky Singers
from the U.S.S.R., was: "People
would undersand each other bet-
ter if they would sing together
more often."

And"sing they did. While the
brilliantly-costumed Pokrovsky
Singers sang ancient Russian
folk songs, they encouraged the
audience to join in with hoots and
howls.
It was an evening for joining

together. When internationally
known Yupik storyteller Chuna
McIntyre, from Eek, gave a sa-
lute to peace, he told the theater-
goers to "join your hands and
your minds across to our friends
in the Soviet Union." They did.

The 21f2-hour show opened
with Eskimo dancing by the col-
orful Novo Chaplino troupe, who
were later joined on stage by
their Siberian relatives. Although
taking photographs inside a thea-
ter during rformance is usu-
ally forbidde , the foreign and
local press apped away with
cameras - ventually causing
flashbulbs to p throughout the
hall as anyone with an instamatic
recorded the event for posterity.

FoIkfest activities included a traditional Eskimo blanket oss.

The Novo Chaplinos sang
"welcome sun," symbolically
signifying the parting of political
clouds that have prevent the
indigenous northern, peoples
from being united.

The evening's honored guest
was Dixie Belcher, a Junea res-
ident who founded Camai, hich
means peace in Yupik. It has

en through her efforts that the

ice curtain is finally parting.
The Chevak Dancers, directed

by Josh Weiser, performed an
'energetic and often funny friend-
ship dance. Ona.of the lead dan-
cers, clad in traditional parka,
said the ancient greeting words,
"Welcome to our great meeting
house - I hope your trip by dog
sled was a good one."

Their number included a blan-

ket toss, called Sending Someone
to the Moon. "This is how we
went to the moon in the old
days," said ommentator
McIntyre, "by sea kin."

Anchorage w. s represented
by the Martin L ther King Choir,
a chorus of about 100 voices,
whose membe are black, white
and Asian. T ey were led by
guest conduc r Dorothy Grant,
a gospel choi director from De-
troit.

Sharon sborne, the lead
singer wi the Paul Winter Con-
sort for ight years, joined the
MLK c ir. Her voice - a rich
mixtur of soft jazz with revival
unde nes - soared. 0 the hall's
Auro Borealis aco stic ceiling
and gulfed many' the crowd
wit motion.

he 12~member Anchorage
C dren's Choir, essed in red,
w ite and black iforms, file

the by-then rowded stag ,
a d stole everyone's heart wit

eir rendition of the interna-
tional favorite, 'May There
ways Be Suns ine." The c '1-
dren, ranging in ages from 5 to
15, sang a stanza in Russi n,
vsigda budi t solnse, that
brought tears to the eyes of
many.

The concert closed with a
sample of ussian rock by the
group Stas Namin. Lead singer
Sasha, a tall blonde with a voice
somewher between early Neil
Diamond nd Bruce Springsteen
screamed into the microphone -
in excellent English and Russian
- "I LOVE ROCK 'N' ROLL."
Eventua ly, those in the audienc
who knew Russian (and who love
rock 'n' roll) joined in with .. Ya
Lyubl Toylka Rock and Roll." .

When it was all over, it was
clear something important was
beginning. Dixie Belcher s ke
into the microphone, "Welcome
to a new era."

Catherine Stadem is a 1985
Fellow of the National Critics In-
stitute,
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Eskimos
try to thaw
East-West
relations
6yEDCONROY
Speciol to the Express-News

While it may no longer be fashion-
able to call the Soviet Union's West-
ern border "The Iron Curtain," a
group of Alaskans has set out to melt
what they call "The Ice Curtain."

That curtain is better known as
the Bering Straits, which up until
1948 had been regularly crossed by
Yup'ik Eskimos. The onset of the
Cold War put a political freeze on the
straits, separating family members
in the process.

There appears to be a thaw
underway, though, because of the ef-
forts by the Alaskan Performing Art-
ists for Peace (APAP), a Juneau-
based group of 67 singers and dan-
cers who toured the Soviet Union in
1986.

Having been to Moscow and back,
two of the group's leaders passed
through San Antonio Wednesday as
part of a new, national effort to raise
funds for a joint Soviet-American
troupe that would tour both coun-
tries, bearing a message, of world
peace.

Dixie Belcher, executive director
of Carna-I - which means "hello" in
the Yup'ik Eskimo language - and
Chuna McIntyre, eskimo artist, dan-
cer and storyteller, are asking for
continued support of their project.

Through the help of their San An-
tonio volunteer representative, Pa-
tricia Sprowls Van Hoecke, Belcher
and Mclntyre spoke Wednesday at a
luncheon for prominent local women
at the Oaks Club, before a class of
fifth grade students at the Shenan-
doah Elementary SChool and later
that evening at Incarnate Word Col-
lege. '

"We're hoping to raise $100,000,"
said Belcher. "We're making a film
and plan to continue dramatizing the
situation of the Yup'ik Eskimos in

Photo By DENIS DUNLEAVY

Eskimo artist, dancer and storyteller Chuna Mclntyre
is touring the United States in order to get support in
melting the 'Ice Curtain.'

both Siberia and Alaska."
Belcher credits a friend involved

in the Beyond War organization with
giving her the insp'iration to take
singers on a goodwill mission to the
U.S.S.R.

"I had been a choir director with
an 'Up With People" twe group,
working under the auspices of the
state of Alaska," said Belcher. "Be-
fore I knew it my mind was saying,
'You have to take singers and dan-
cers over there.' "

After obtaining pennisslon from
the Soviet Union for such a trip,
Belcher went to great lengths to
raise the funds required for the ini-
tial trip.

"She even mortgaged her house at
the last minute," said Mclntyre.

Belcher put together a group of 67
performers, all of whom went at
their own expense. In addition to the
Yup'ik Eskimos, the group included a
black gospel choir and cloggers,

"In the Soviet Union, they tend to
think Americans are very racially
prejudiced," said McIntyre. "So it
was good for them to see all of us on
stage."

Their extremely enthusiastic re-
ception in the Soviet Union was a
factor, Belcher said, in opening the
possibility of allowing visits between
Yup'ik Eskimo people on both sides
of the Bering Straits.

"There is a good chance it will be
a topic on the agenda for the upcom-
ing summit," Belcher said.

U2records Woody Guthrie tune
in studio 'where rock was born

t·

c .....;.....r"o .. '-'''''''lH'Ir"l ~rvirA
stretcher because I don't want to
l"llV"n I:llid Rono. who was born Paul

it. Like it was the spirit or rock and
roll, the spirit of Jerry Lee Lewis, or
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Provideniya: Making
Yupiks seek w'~sa-r:hepassedk'llay," memories, 'tber Alaska EsSdmos founda reun Ion long-lost relatives, however. and .
• •• even Waghiyi soon was absOrbed Timothy Gologer .. n, 68, of
InS Ibe rIa ~mosconve.nation with Slber1an Eta- Nome, &hared a tradltional sana

IU with a Siberian EJldmo who iden-
ihe csaylong reunion ltarted tined himself as KaygiJWt, 41,

atter the IJuka delesation of from the viJlaae of New Chat
£Jkimoa, poUticiana, businesS plino, sewral miles from Provl-
leaden uti pl!aC8 activista deni a.
wucMd down on Providenlya's ~ogergeD lawr tralllJated
gravel reDway, following a ~ IUS 'talk with KaY81sun· '"They
inile night from the western got three wall"llHl Ia.st niIht,"
AlaSka town of Nome•. , GoIegerstft said. "They were
Schod children waved SOviet haWing them back and forth by

and Amenean nags, while local do8 tum and he heard that we
officiali and Alukanl shouted w~ comin&. He dropoed every-
~p In RU.tItan. Ensllsh thinl and came over."
ind Yupik O\lef the roar of the Gologergen said the Siberian
jets' enP*' Esklmos Woold love to vtslt

Leaden of the Alaska delep- Alaska, lovemments W1lllng.
don were handed catDItioas be- "He said this way is rqJJy
Math a sian ~~lalmlng, good - Just to &peakout own dll'
ttPe8Ce and Fn~~ between feet and IIOt 1lMeD to the war It~
Alaska.ancl Chukotlcat' rie&,or think about war ... jUit

ChukotU IS the dlatrict in be doina our thins. apealdni our
wbien provtden1ra ia located. Yupik ~ and' huntina and

Formal greerinp soon gave being relaXed. ' GoI01etF1 said.
way to • frenzy or huss.- hand- Afaska and SOviet officials
shakes and trading of pinl. nalS, proQUsed to condDue exchallies
bl.Ibble sum and postcards. between the regions, an<1Alaska

"We are very glad to see GOV. Steve cowper Invited resl·
you." said GaUna Tegret. secre- dents of ProviGenlya to vilit
,tal')' of the local Communist . Alaska.
Party committee. The SOvietS .dmltted makins

Providen1Ya ort1dal$ escorted a mlatake >.taI'S &80 whert they
the visl.tors on a toUr of ~ city fo~ natives froni their viI·
of 5.0C0, then preJlded oyer a lages. IfAt the time we th~ It .. ..
banquet at a downto'lftl dintna was expedient." said Vyacheslav
hall. ' Kobets, ~t of the region'.

Ptov\denlya resident! packed COl1UJ1\lli8t Party executlve
an auditorium at the "Palace or committee. '
CUlture" for four hoW'8 ~ "It II our fortune that this
BDeeCheS, gltt·givb\g anl1 native s1tua'tkm was not carried 01'1 too
danclnl. lona," Kobeta.id. '-We considersavre'c and Alaska offic1a1s it was a miecak,. Every vllla,e
'stru~e<1with the lanpp Mr- now With mrtiYe people wiD, be
l1er all day, b\1t the ElkimO& devel~ In accordance with

, chatted eaaUy in their cornmon the ~ of the native people."
Vupik dial.a. T¥ "Friendship FBaht'" two

f)rinking tea from .mov~rs years in the plannina ny Alas·
aM mUJlChing on sweet rolls. kans, was approved this DlOnth
they tried to catch up on ., years by the Soviets:.
otpsip.

B)'David FMtet
·~[1It1ll "..

PROVIDENIYA.
U.s.S.R. - For Alaska £&.
kimo John Waghiyti the 4()..
year wait for the Siberia
border to open wu a few
years too 10ili.
W.,puyi. • Yuplk E.

kimt)tromSl. La~c.l ..
land, wu amona ~ Ala..
1ulns on a "Friendship
FliIht" Monday to this re-
mote Siberian city,.
Alaska 'Eskimo. once

treely Crossed the iCy Ber·
ing Sta in motorboats and .
WWIUIJ :5kin \IJl1lab to trade
and. vtait with reladvu on
. see RCUIdont pap M

Re'union:
Continued from pale A,..1

the Siberian COMIt. BUt Cold War
tensiona cloced the border in
1~ and So"iet moved many vU-
lagerstnland from their coastal
settlements.

The border remained closed
to rhe EskimOs until Monday.
when an AlUka A1rllnes Boeing
737 made II ~mlnute night
across the international dateline
and into Soviet ttrrltory.

Washiyi, 64, had hit hart set
on finding a distant cousin he
knew only u AmquatrqUll from
visits before the border ~osed.

But ~lrqun, like many
Siberian relatives the AlaSlCans
had hoped 10 see, wa not amq
!he crowd that turned out to
peet the 'IisIt01"l. 3

Anchorage, AlaskaOffIce of the Governor
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A1uka Airlines ~ the
fiipt and it bopin. the on.-dme
charter .. vee the ......y for twic.
weekly tOl.lrUlt ftlshtl from
Nome.
Providen1Ya may seem an un-

likely tour1at destlnation. I.t is a
city c4 concrete block apartment
buBdJngs. peeltna paint and
mUddY streets pocked with
potholes. Itemnanta 01 the win-
ter'a J:8C1ced lee remaln in·the:
harbor, and &nOW "rs anthe
sravel.dom.cl mountains that
cast tona shadows OIl the city. .

uThe SOviets are a bit JMZled
why we want to lIP to a place 1Ike
~III sUi Bob Clarke, a
State Department official (ft the
nlBht- '

But atrUne otttclahllBy curto»-
tty about Siberia t\U\S high. They
are bopin, tourists to Name will
pay to fly the extra mu.. to ~
\'iden~
Cruise shlC lines also have ap-

plied for permission to dock at
Jlrovideniya.

OffIce of the Governor
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They're off to Siberia
for Eskimo clan reun •10
Travel ban
eased with
u.s.s. R.
By David Foster
.-odlded Prell

A "friendship flight" today be-
tween Alaska and Siberia will
crack open a border closed for 40
years and briefly reunite Alaska
Eskimos with long-lost relatives
across the Bering, Sea, organiz-
ers say.

The 225-mile hop from the
western Alaska town of Nome to
the eastern Siberia port of Provi-
deniya will take only 45 minutes.
But the short flight represents a
big step for Alaskans who have
worked for two years to ease a
travel ban imposed in 1948.

The border was closed first by
the United States and soon after-
ward by the Soviet Union as Cold
War tensions mounted, separat-
ing Eskimos who once freely
crossed the icy Bering Strait in
motorboats and walrus-skin
umiaks to trade and visit with re-
latives.

Soviet-approval for a one-time
charter flight to Provideniya
came this month, clearing the
way for 80 government officials, -
Eskimos and journalists booked
aboard the Alaska Airlines B0e-
ing t». Provideniya officials ~r~
planning a full day for the VISI-
tors, including tours, a banquet,
and a trip to an outlying native
village.

"From a symbolic perspec-
tive.. the trip represents the reo-
pening of an old gateway be-
tween Alaska and the Soviet
Union," said Alaska Gov. Steve
Cowper, delegation leader. "I'm
confident it will lead to better re-
lations between our two coun-
tries for years. "

Timothy Gologergen, 68, a Si-
berian Yupik Eskimo from
Nome, said the flight is long
overdue.

-"This is the first chance to
create peace towards our people
and their people," he said. "This
way we'll have a chance to find
out if the relatives are still alive
there someplace and open up a
-llttle trade."

Gologergen said his great
grandfather migrated from Si-

see FUght, page A-8

Times photo by Alice Puster

Betsy Hollis, an Alaska Airlines customer service agent, checks in passengers bound for the Siberian city of Provideniya today.

Warming relations led to first flight
*
~ I

Friel1aship Flight
I . I~I I

mission to swim the icy waters from Little
Diomede to Big Diomede, where she and her
entourage were treated to a picnic. -

September 1987: A U.S. research ship was
allowed to stop in Provideniya. On the way
back, U.S. Customs agents confiscated sou-
venirs that crew members bought in the Sibe-
rian city, saying the Marine Mammal Protec-
tion Act prohibits import of items made from
seal or walrus.

November 1987: A delegation of Siberian
medical researchers toured Alaska and
signed a joint research agreement with Uni-
versity of Alaska officials, agreeing to study
health and science problems shared by the
two northern regions.

December 1987: Soviet leader Mikhail
Gorbachev and President Reagan discussed
Alaska and Siberia at their Washington sum-
mit. Later, the U.S. State Department urged
consideration of more open relations be-

See Flight, page A-8

By David Foster
"-dated Prell

Today's "friendship flight" between
Alaska and Siberia is one' of many recent
events to focus attention on the Bering Sea,
the only co~mon border of the United States
and Soviet Union. _

Not all U.S.-Soviet interactions in this re-
mote frozen region have been so friendly.
Here' are some of the Alaska-Siberia events
that have made headlines in recent years:

September 1984: A supply ship with five
Alaska crewmen strayed off course in the
Bering Strait and was seized near the Sovi~t
island of Big Diomede. The crew and ship
were taken to Siberia, then released after a
week of questioning.

April 1986: John Weymouth, a drifter who
had ambled around Alaska for months, de-
cided to wander over to Soviet territory. He
walked three miles across the pack ice from
the U.S. island of Little Diomede to Big Dio-

mede, where Soviets soldiers captured him.
He was released two weeks later.

January 1987: Lazaro Castro of Santa Mo-
nica, Calif., became the Wanderer I I by dash-
ing across the ice to Big Diomede. He also
was arrested by Soviet soldiers and released
two weeks later.

August 1987: American endurance swim-
mer Lynne Cox got a warmer reception on
Big Diomede. The Soviets granted her per-



Feb. 2, 1985 Conceived idea of opening the Bering Straits by ralslng
consciousness throughout the U.S. and the U.S.S.R. through a petforming
tour across the Soviet Union dramatizing the separation of Soviet and
American Eskimos, their tradition of peace, and on the fact that the 2
countries are separated by only 2~ miles of water.
March 15, 1985 (approx) Had proposals had carried to Moscow that described
an Alaskan performing tour focused on opening the Bering Straits. Proposals
received warmly by U.S.jU.S.S.R. Friendship Society and Peace Committee.
February - Summer, 1985 Worked to raise money and consciousness throughout
Alaska and Washington D.C. regarding the tour and .the possibility of opening
the Straits. Was told by everyone that the issue of opening the Straits
was hopeless. Met with legislators, State leaders and business people. Appeared
on radio, television and in numerous newspapers in Alaska and a fewEuropean
countries. Traveled with Bella Ha~mond, wife of former Governor Hammond
to remote Alaskan villages and met with Eskimos who had relatives in the Soviet
Union, gaining their support for the project and finding performing artists
to travel with us to Siberia.
Fall, 1985 Began rehearsals in Juneau, culminating with two large performances
in December to raise consciousness regarding this effort. In November, APAP
vice chairman Martin Behr traveled to Moscow to make arrangements with Soviets
for January preliminary trip. Arranged for a New Year's Eve spacebridge
between Juneau and Moscow.
December 31, 1985 Spacebridge terminated by Soviets 36 hours before air time.
Since Eskimo performers had flown 2000 miles to Juneau to appear on spacebridge
and other arrangements had been made, the t.v. station proceeded with the half
hour program and it was aired on Alaska and U.S. stations, and eventually on
Goste1eradio across the Soviet Union. The emphasis was on opening the Straits,
the proximity of our countries and on the reunification of the Eskimo people.
January, 1986 Three week preliminary trip to Soviet Union. Made arrangements

- -4n Mo_scow and across Siberia for tour. Exp.10red possibilities of tour members
returning via Bering Straits. Alaska Eskimos performed on Soviet television,
in museums and schools, for the Peace Committee and Friendship Society, and all
6 Alaskans were interviewed by Soviet press and radio. Invited Gennady Gerasimov,
then editor of Moscow News to Alaska to familiarize himself with Bering
Straits issue and separation of Eskimo peoples.
February - summer, 1986
from State legislature.
for fall tour.

Focused on Statewide fundraisers, received $63,000
Traveled to Soviet Union to make final arrangements

April, 1986 Gennady Gerasimov and myself traveled 2 weeks throughout Alaska .
and met with Eskimos, business people and State leaders regarding Bering Straits.

,Flew to Washington D.C. with Gerasimov to meet with Soviet officials and
,'A1aska senators and representative.

September, 1986 Lost a promised $65,000 from a multi-national over the
Dani10f situation, when President Reagan threatened to halt cultural exchange.

oOctober, 1986 5 days before departure-flew performers into Anchorage to
rehearse, at my expense. Still lacked $65,000. I and another performer
mortgaged our homes so tour could take place.



, -

October 9 - November 2, 1985 Wildly successful and highly publicized
performing tour across Soviet Union. 18 performances. Thousands broke down
doors to gain entrance, 4 and,5 standing ovations throughout each performance.
World press conference, in Moscow and one hour t.v. special at Gosteleradio.
November - winter, 1987 •••fund raisers to pay debts incurred by tour. Brought
Yuri Rytkheu, famed Soviet author, Eskimo and Alaska Performing Artists for
Peace co-chair to Alaska from Leningrad to travel with me around Alaska to
Eskimo villages to discuss political situation and bring hope of opening the
Bering Straits within 2 years. Yuri appeared in newspapers, television and
radio shows allover State, and spoke to numerous audiences around Alaska.
Summer - 1987 Encouraged public officials and prominent.Alaskans to write
letters to Alaska delegation in Washington and prominent Soviets regarding
opening of Bering Straits. Requested Alaska Federation of Natives to send
a resolution on the opening to Senator Murkowski, and ex-governor Jay
Hammond agreed to write a letter to Vice President Bush supporting the project.
Continued to give interviews to radio, t.v. and newspapers regarding possibility
of opening Straits.
September, 1987 toured with Chuna McIntyre, prominent Eskimo spokesman,
throughout Alaska presenting a program entitled "An Eskimo's Vision of Hope:
Melting the Ice Curtain~', which consisted of slides and videotapes of the 1986
tour, a short history of the Yup'ik Eskimo tradition of peace, and the hope
of opening the Straits and the re-unification of the Eskimo people.
October, November, December, 1987 toured United States making the above
presentation to community groups, schools, universities and churches. Received
press coverage in many communities, and the mayor of Austin declared a week
of peace in honor of the Eskimos' hope of opening the Straits.
Winter, 1987 arranged for Gerasimov tour across U.S. Continued to write
letters to Soviet and American officials and began plans for ~ IJ~t~~Wb~~
Soviet/American performing troupe that focuses on the Eskimo/ ~RM t~~ p~6x~m'ty
of the two countries.
April,1988 accompanied Gerasimov on 3 week tour arocnd the U.S. Appeared
at press conferences and spoke to audiences regarding Bering Straits issue. Brought
Gerasimov to Alaska and arranged for reception at Governor's Mansion in
Juneau and for fiim to speak at the newly formed "Siberian Alaska Gateway Project"
seminar on opening the Straits. With great difficulty persuaded Gerasimov to
travel to Little Diomede to see for himself the proximity of our countries and
the separation of our peoples. We were accompanied by ABC as a result of a
meeting with Peter Jennings in New York.
May, 1988 Gerasimov returned to Moscow and took on opening the B~ring Straits
as his personal mission. Spoke to many Soviet officials 'but couldn't find anyone
interested in this remote area. Showed footage of his tript to Alaska on his
very popular t.v. show (estimated 200 million viewers) and announced on the air
that there were thousands of Alaskans interested in opening the Straits to reunify
the Eskimos and initiate commerce with Siberia but he couldn't find one Soviet
that was interested.




