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Three Months 
At Eleven Thousand Feet 

Above Alaska 
A human ·jnccres[ story of the second Naval Alaskan Aerial Survey Expedition, and also 

about th ings leading lip [0 and after the remarkable accomplishment 

By LIEUT. CoMDR. A. W. R AJ)PORD, U. S. N. 

A
T nine o'clock on the morn­
ing of the 15th of May, 1929, 
four shiny new Locnillg am­

phibian s rolled down the runway in 
front o f th e large sea plane ha ngar 
a t the N<lva l Air S tation. San 
Diego, Cali fomia . Taxiing into an 
echelon they look off together from 
the lluie! waters of San Die~o Bay 
- bound for Alaska- tht: flying- de­
tachment of Ihe United State~ 
N:I\ y's Ala~kan Aerial Survey lJe­
tachment. Every Navy pilot of the 
many who lined the beach as the 
pla llc~ look off. envied the forlu ­
nate ones who were starting the 
long night North . 

The four planes wi nging' tltcir 
way towa rd:- an imnled iate dest in a­
t ion at !;ea ttlc were, in a sense. the 
1'('a r ,l:"u;Jrd of the whole ex pedi tion 
- all the pcr:-onn c1 exccpt the plane 

Officer-iTl·dlarge of the expeditwl\ 

crcw:. havi ng sailed from :::ian Diego 
on the U. S. :::i. ell/IIII'I, aircraft 
tender. on ~ I ay 6th bound for the 
Uni ted Stales Na\y Yard at Ihem­
crtoo. \\·ashiogton. where they 
were to awai t the arrival of the 
planes be fore proceeding togel lwr 
to the fi rst northern base. the so­
called "Fir:.1 City" of Alaska­
Ketch ikan. 

The departure that mornin~ was 
the culmination of a month a nd a 
half of :-Ircnuou t> preparation. Every 
officcr and man o f the Aircraft 
S(IUadrons of the Himlc Fleet and 
the :-.Javal Air Station knew that 
the expedition was shoving off, for 
nea rly all ha(l a:.:.i:.led in gettin~ 
them reach,. If Ihe tn1\h wcre 
known- a 'great Illany were prob­
ahlr glad to sec them underwar 
fo r the per:-Ollnd o f the Survey 

Ddachment had had a bad attack 
of the "Gimmie's" during the fitting 
oul pcriod and had just about 
begged, borrowed or taken every­
thing that was loose on North 
Island. 

This. the Nav:r's second Alaskan 
Aeria l Survey Expedition , had been 
orj.!anized at the request of numer­
ou ~ other govemment departments 
and bureaus to complete aerial sur­
\C)':> commenced seve ral :years be­
iore. 

In the :.ummer of 1926, the ;-.ravy, 
at Ihe requ~st of the Departments 
of Interior and Agriculture had un ­
dertaken an aerial surwy of the 
" Tongass :-..rational Forest," an area 
lotalill~ almost 26,00Cl square miles 
and compri sing practically all of 
the southeastern or "Panhandle " 
di~trict of A la$ka from Sk:lgway 
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to Ketchikan. The 1926 Expedi+ 
tion map1>cd approximately IO,(XX) 
square miles be for e inclement 
weather and rapid ly shorten ing 
day~ forced tltem south about the 
middle oi Septemher. At that 
time it was planned to COI11-

plete the proj<''C1 in till' 
:-.umillcr of 1927. hut 
lack of funds in the 
t) the r d~'p<lrtments 
pren,'lllcd a n (I the 
TOII)!:!s,", ~1 a p p i 11 g 
Proj~'Ct remained on 
the hook,., of th e 
Navy Department as 
unfini~he(l hu~ille~s un-
til the :<prinj.:' of this year. 

On the 6th of February, 
1929. while the Fleet was in the 
Panama Cana l Area ~'n~agt.'d in Ihc 
winter m'U1Cll\l~·r ... till: Com mander­
in-Chid received the following 

I 

mcssage from the Navy Depart ­
ment: 

Depanment colltemplates COml)lelion 
during coming summer of aerial sun'cy of 

PL ... NE NO. !. LT. E. P . HURKeTT. Ptl.OT 
In nt/l"hl O.er San J OMl llln Valley, C.lII.-tfl 

rO"le to Ketchikan . A luk •. 

southea~tern Alaska first ulldcrtakcu in 
1926 and desires thai project be carried 
out by dc1ached unit of Aircraft Squad­
drOlls Bailie Flfi'l under Commander-in­
Chid Battle Fleet. Three OL-8 air· 
planes and necessary maPl)ing C:l.l n(ra~ 

\lilt oc assigned VJ 5.luadron I-B 
for this \\ork Submil recommenda· 

lion for officer IJeTSonncl and 
plans for sun·cr. embodying 

U"C of tender detailed from 
:\ircraft Sqnadrolls Baule 

FIe I' I and converted 
barge now al Pugel 
Sound Xa\y Yard which 
wi ll he made arailab1e 
for use. Areas 10 be 

COI'ered c('m lJrise Kuiu. 
Baranof and Olichagof 

Islands ,\ n d portions 0 1 
mainland bordered by Icy 

Straits. Lynll Can .. 1, Slephens 
Passage and Frederick Soumi. 

I)Cl,artmcnl c () n s id e r s e:qJCtlil ion 
should be i ll A!askan " 'OIlers hy ~Ia.}· 

2.~th 10 i n ~nrc completion of sun'ey this 
season. 
The word spread like wi ld fire on 
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the two huge car riers, the SlIral ogo 
and Ll".r;"Y/()1I, the interest among 
the Aviation Per~nrlcl indicating 
that there \\'ouhl be no lack of 
volu nleers, 

Actual fomlation of the Survcy 
Detachmen t was dcJaycd until the 
return o f the Fleet to California 
waters about the 23rd of 1' Ia rch al­
though in the meantime detailed 
plans were made and M::lection of 
pcn:onnd begun. On Ihe first of 
April the OlllcN -in-Charge and the 
Executive Oflice r. Lieutenant Eu­
gene F. Burkett, U.S."" rcportcd 
10 the COlllmander-in-Chief for 
duty and the formation o f the 1929 
Aerial Survcy Detachment was 
actually underway. On April 23nl 
the formal commissioning to u k 
place at Sa n J)ie~o and just a monlh 
later. on Ihe 24th of ).Iay. Ihe Oe­
tac!unent was at Ketchikan, Alaska. 
ready ior the "limmer's work- a re­
su lt made possihle by whole-hearted 

cooperation of many \\iddy ~ca l · 
Il::red Na\'al. Olher gm·erunlent:l.1 
and civilian activitie~. 

In planning ior the expedition 
it was; decided to organize it ;tlong 
the S<imc lines as that of 1926. 
si nce that expedition had done such 
excellent work. The Detachment 
was to consist of the U. S. S. GUI/ ­
net, a Navy minesweeper converted 
into an aircraft tcndcr and an A\ia~ 

tion Detail of some iol't.r - ~cven 
men and officcr~, tlvc of the latter 
bcing Na,,:tl Aviator:". Since the 
(;fI1l11cl could cOllvcniet1tly accom­
modate only her own crew - a 
('Qvcr~d harge- fitted with li ving 
(Iuarters and photographic lahora~ 
tory - was to be taken for the 
A viation Detail . The complcnll'nt 
of plane:". originally three. was 
later increa;<;ed to four- all of the 
amphibian type. A grand total of 
cleven officers. one hundred mell. 
the tender GOIIIII:I. the coH: red barge 

and the four plane~ comprilled til\' 
1929 Det:lchmellt-quitc a ~i7.eahlc 
cX J:K'dition 10 drop in on ,.Q1l1e of the 
~mallcr Alaskan tow liS . 

The plan worked out in ad\'anc~ 
called ior arrival in Ketchikan 
prior to ~Ia.r 25th OIl! ordered ami 
a ~hift to a morc northern Alaskan 
ha~c a~ won as a ~l1itablc Olle 
could he located. The eXIX'dition 
was to lk' ~l'1f -~upporting' a~ a unit 
but in order to make the {;Olll,.·, 

available for rc:"ctle work in ca~e 
of necessity it was ad\'i~ahle to se­
it..-cl as a base- some town which 
could furni«h a good dock \\ ilh 
provi:;ion for ~upplyillg ire~h water 
and power to the har!!,c during the 
G(I//I/('(s ab"ence. 

On schedule. tht' Detachment as­
:"cmhlcd at Seattle. with thc arri\al 
of Ihe planc:", on ~Iay 17. The 
{;M/IIt'l had been at the :-.1a\,r Yard 
~i ncc ).Iay II assembling and load­
ing "ton'~ and having Ilcce:.$ary n'~ 
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pairs and alterations made by 
the N:I\y Yard force. The avia· 
tion details, minus the plane 
crews, had completed the fitting 
out of the barge which was 
fortunately already in excellent 
shape. The work of docking and 
repairing hull and upper works, 
repainting. refinishing I i v i n g 
quarters and fumigating had 
been done prior to the Detach· 
ment's arrival- with the custom· 
ary thoroughness for which the 
Navy Y a r d at Bremerton is 
famous. The four planes arrived 
at the U. S. Naval Reserve Air 
Station at Sand Poi nt (on Lake 
Washington :tbout six miles from 
the center of Se:t tt[c) at six p. m. 
on the 17th. having flown up :t!; 
land planes from S:t n Diego with 
stops enroute :tt Fresno and 
Oakland. California, and },'1cd­
ford . Oregon . 

After .. conference at the 
Kavy Yard hetwccll the Officer­
in-Charge and the Commanding 
Officer of the Gallud, Lieutenant 
Thomas ~I:tcklin. U. S. N .. it 
wai' decided that the Gamut with 
the barge in lOW wou ld le:tve 
the :\'avy Y:trd :tl 8 a. 111. on 
;"Ionday the 20th of 1 Iay- pro· 
cceding' dircctly to Ketchikan via 
the in"ide pass:tgc. The planes 
were to take off from Sand 
Point at 9 a. m. on Tuesday the 
21st. :tnd fly to Ketchikan . stop­
ping at Alert Bay, n. c., for fuel. 

Mr. R. II. Sargen t, T opo· 
graphic Engill("cr of the Gcolo!,:"i· 
cal Survcy. Alil~k:lIl Branch, De­
partment of the Interior. joined 
the Detachment al Seallie. 1\1 r . 
Sargent was to r('main with the 
expedition in an :l(hi sory c:t· 
pacity, acting a~ liaison officer 
hetween the Na\'}' Dep:trtmcnt 
and all other gO\'{'rnmcnt depart · 
ments jntcr6tcd in the work. 
Ilaving done Ihe &,.me work in 

LT. CO,\\O'l. A, W, l(" o r-OI(O, U. s. r-. 
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1926 and having, a,., a matl,' I' o f 
fact originally concein'd the idea 
of aerial photograph ic mapping in 
SQuthea:.tern Ala:.ka, i\ l r. Sargcn t ':o: 
sen'ices were invalu able. 

The GUWH't and oorgc ~ai lcd 
from Brcmerton on ~ I onday. J\ lay 
20. On Tuesday, ~ I ay 2 1st , at ni ne 
o'clock, the planes took o fT from 
Ltke v\'ashington after rt.-{:c iving 
more or 165 favorahle weather re­
ports. Once ovcr Puge! Sound the 

low tog- proved so much wor,.,.;' 
than cXI>ecte<i, Ihat they rcturn~·d 
to :-iand Point. A ~ecOI1(\ !'o tart wa!'o 
made a t eleven and a" by this time 
the fog had burned ott 10 a large 
cxtent, thc /ligh t to Ale rl Bay wa~ 
made withou t difficulty, the landing' 
therc being madt., ... hortly .,fler Ihree 
in the afternoon. 

During the :o:tay a t Seatt le, .. 
powerful tran:.mi tlc r and rcceiH'r 
h::cI I>t.:en installed in plant.' numh,,-r 

fJlll', If)r ill makinJ.:' arrangement" 
thrnuJ{h Diplomatic Cha nnc1~ fo r 
Ihe plan6 to tly 0\ c r Canadian 
TCI"rilor),. fdjlU.'st had abo heen 
1\1;l\le II! h;1\'c ("ana(lian radio ~ I a -
1;011" along- the !light !'ol and by 10 
g-ivc wcat\wr rci>0rt~ as necC$sarr. 
On the Ilighl irom Seatlle 10 Ket ­
,hikan, Ihc Officer-in-Char;!c wa!'o 
111 con~la n l COllnllUllicaliOIl with 
several stali{Jlb at a ll lime!'o, and 
tht.· C:tnac\ian oJleral{)r~ werc par-
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titularly e fficient and <llcrt. Any 
numher oi times eluring' th..: flight. 
~hip trallie was held up h:mporari ly 
in o rder to work the plane opcra­
lor. The present chain of U. S. 
Navy, C .. ntulia!, and U. S. Army ra­
llio stnt;ons from Seattle northwa rd 
\\'i11 ultimately be of inl":.t imablc 
value to ai r traffic on the Ala,:kan 
Airway. For Ihis run, the prc"I.'11I 
!:c.ncral weather iorl. . .'ca ~ l s arc not 
:.ufficient as weath er condit ions 
vcry o ft en change ;;0 rapidly tha t 
radio advice during progfl~!'': of a 
tlig'ht is almO:.1 impe rati ve. 

T he planes passed the (;(1IIIIrl on 
the !l ight to Alert B<I)'. She wa .. 
anchored with Ihe barge just below 

the famous Seymour ~arro\\''' in 
Brili ... h Columhia. <lwailinR a ia\'or­
abl e tiele to pas!'> through. 11;\\ inl{ 
been in radio commU lllcalion with 
plane number one, tile passage of 
Iht! planes \\'a.\o expc=clcd. All hand:. 
on the ~h i p and barge were on 
deck :1.1> the Right passed ovcr. 

The popu lacc oi A lert Bay wa~ 

out in full ~trength to welcome the 
plan e~-which were ta xied up on 
the heach in from oi Ihe Indian 
l\li~sion School. A~ a maHer of 
fact the crowd of a hundred or .,u 
small Indian ch ildren were so :IC­

I;ve thai Ihe plane ere\\'$ in Illl'ir 
effort$ to chase them out oi danger 
Were soon convi nced that the popu-

la tiun oi A lert Ih) lIas con~ider­
ahly underestimated. It took vcr) 
litt le imagination If) count at h~as t 
four or live thousand extremely ac­
tive !!oman hOY$ and girl,.. All were 
determined to stand dire<:lly in tht: 
"'<ly no matter what \\'a~ going on. 

Order was hnally resto red and 
111'0 of Ihe planes taxied across 
the :omall harbor to the Union Oil 
Dock ttl ref lIel. O ne was !'>uccess­
fully Ras:;ed an d got away but a 
sudden ~u:11I came up and plane 
number Iwo was nearly wr«ked. 
Heroic efforts on the part of Lieu ­
tenant Burkett. his plane crew anti 
the crt'w of a private launch finally 
s.'\\ec\ her. In the cxcitl'ment, how· 

PILOTS A/'oID NAvlaATO~S CLOT/t e O Moll) ."' ASKED FOil ,"AI'PINQ FLIOHTS AT I ..... FEET 



ever- the pilot of 
planc numher four. 
Licutenant Paw I i -
kowski, fell over­
board. "Polly" rc­
I>ortcd the telllp~ra ­
ture of thc water a~ 
somc tiity deglc~s 
below Zero, a ~tatc ­
mcnt which nobody 
di.,putcd! 

\\'cather repol'ls 
irom Prince I{upert 
:Ind Ketchikan wcre 
so unfavorablc and 
ga~sing the pla ne:. 
took SO long thai ar­
rangements w ere 
made for an f)\'cr­
night stop al Ale1'l 
Bay. The proximity 
of thc plane~ 10 the 
Indian School with 
its hordes of lively 
little red:.;kins- made 
it advisable to e .. tab­
li~h an all 11 i g h I 
watch on the beach . 
After a confcr~nce 
with the local con­
!!o tablc, an cx- Brili~h 
_·\nuy Sergeant was 
hired for the nigh!. 
He went Oil duty at 
six o 'clock and ahcr 
.. ccuri ng the plane:. 
and givi ng the ~cr­
Iteam voluminOIl-. in­
structions, all hand:. 

• 
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trudged around the 
bar aoou\ two mi les 
to thc "Hotels." Af­
ter a sketchy dinner 
c\eryone turned in 
hoping for an ea rly 
s(;lrt in the Illoming. 

Thc weather the 
next lIlonling w a , 
awful- rain and low 
douds-\\' ith nothing 
better reported to the 
northward. All hands 
assemhled on the 
beach and t ried to 
keep dry- passing 
Ihe time away swap~ 
pi 11 g I h c te r rible 
stories which 0 n I y 
aviators C:tIl swap 
when t he y have 
nothing bdter to do. 
Abolll SCven - thirty 
th~ Galllld and barg-t: 
steamed by giving in 
passin/[ a blast of 
greeting- or derision 
- it could be inte r­
preted eithcr way. 

The morning passed 
without incident. all 
the chi ldren being in 
school. Gassing the 
planes was completc{t 
(Ill the beach, the 
Union Oil man bring­
ing the drums to tht' 
plancs ill the Indian 
School truck (the 



only automobile on the Is land) 
loaned for the occasion by the 
Principal, M r , Earl Anfield. The 
weather bega n to look more favor­
able- the Cllnnl'l reporting' it cle:tr­
ing in he r vicinity. 

Mr. Anfidd ilnited all hands to 
luncheon at noon, thereby savin/! 
a six -mile round trip to the hOlcl. 
Al two o'clock. the weather re­
port s were fa\"orabh! enough for 11 

start. At two-thirty the take o fT 
for Ketchikan was made. Courllc 
was laid northward :u:ros~ Queen 
Charlotle Sound to the mainland, 
following in general the steamCI 
route but CUlling corm:r<; where 
possible. 

Crossing the sound. the Gam,,·, 
could be s«:n in thc dim distanc!;: 
making prell)' hea\ y weather with 
her tow . The Sound is really opel! 
ocean and can get prell)' nasty at 
times. 1 [O\\,t:ver. Captain i\'lack­
lin reported by radio that evcry­
thing was lovely and that he would 
be out of the Sound and in pro­
tected waters about eight p. Ill. 

that evcning. 
The planes landed at Ketchikan at 

about eight o'clock in the evening 
of the 22nd of ?o.'1ay, after the mo~t 
interesting l1ight of the trip so f:.r. 
Coming up along the coast of Brit­
ish Columbia- nying most of the 
time a t an altitude of three thou­
sand feet- the scenery beggared 
description. One would have to 
make the same /light at the s. .. me 
time of year to appreciate the 
heauty and magni tude oi the pano­
rama that unrolls before the pilot 
of a plane headed north . More anil 
more snow on the mountains, beau­
tiful timber covered islands anel 
fjords that certainly must dwarf 
any in the world . At the ahitude 
!lown. the planes wcre on the le"el 
of many small lak,,:; which were 
practicallr all frozen over although 
it did not scem uncomfortahly 
cold. AI lower altitude$, the lower 
and USH:l lly larger lakes could he 
seen tucked away in the island ... 
with beautiful strC:lms and i:lll ... 
where they drained to ~ea Jcvel. 

Practicalh' none of the!<e malll' 
lakes were -indic:lted on the chari" 
used, Ill:ln)' o f them heing' probably 
entirely unknown. As a matter of 
fact. it was plain to the pilots th:1I 
in many cases the shore line wa~ 
not shown correctly and the rda­
tive location o f islal1d~ was in some 
cases so f:lr wrong a~ to cause a 
little difficulty in navigating. lIow ­
ever, Captain Cook. Vancou\cr. aud 
other early explorers, \\ hose work 
is st ill the basi s for a good many 
of these charts, had done a mar-

vdous piece of work when the 
handicaps under which they sur­
vey(.'(1 that country are considered. 

Prob. .. bly the mo!'!t );tul>endou ~ 
sight encountered on the night 
north wa~ the Gn:nvi lle Channel. 
A narrow g'orge, a huge ditch­
almost straight for about forty -five 
mile:.. with Willis on either side 
over three thou:.and feet - it was 
a sight never to be forgotten. The 
channel was passed through about 
seven o'clock. the su n was !!elting 
low and clouds w~re beginning to 
c10~t: in . The plane!> new through 
just about even with the tops oi 
the side walls, the noise of their 
motors probably causing {juite a 
di sturbance in the canyon-like 
channel. 

Soon aftt:r coming out of Gren­
vil1e, Prince Rupert was passed to 
port and Ketchikan was llt:ar. The 
course carried tht: planes towards 
Duke Island, on the Alaska side 0 1 

the boundary. All pilots noticctl 
an apparent error in their plotted 
compass course-variable it s«:ITIcd 
- but sometimes as high as twenty 
degrees a<; the island was ap­
proached. Thi !> locality is one oi 
man\' in Alaskan waters where 
mailetic attraction oi mineralized 
arl'a!> throws the ordinary compass 
so far out as to make it extremely 
unreliable. For Oyers, such locali­
ties art: particularly dangerous in 
foggy weather. 

Ketchikan- a beautiful city lo­
cated on I{evillagigedo (cal1 it Re­
villa fOT· short) 1 ~land, in Tongass 
Narrows- ho\e in sight at seven 
iorly-li\'e and the landing was 
made about ci!!ht. 

Again the u ... e of the plane radio 
had in~ured a warm welcome. The 
docks wt:rc lined with people as 
the plane:. new past the city, 
turned back. landed in the narrow!> 
about three miles !Jelow it and 
taxied up on the best beach avail ­
able. one u~ed hy the previous l'X­

l>edition, the "back yarel" of Ket ­
chikan's "~ Iodel Dairy:' The ~ I a­
yor and man)' other prominenT 
citizens were waiting there to wel­
come the crews. 

The Model Dairy cows evinced 
little or no intere:.t in the proceed­
ings. These cows had either kepr 
their "air mindeclnes!'!" for three 
years, or were different from ordi­
uar)', curious, cows. Not once­
while the planes remained on that 
heach did a ~inglc hovine M) much 
as nip a \\ ini! or tlippcr- they were 
(Iuite e\idently wel1 fed and con­
tented. 

l1w weather, until afler the ar-

rival oi the GlIIm.:t on Friday the 
24th, was too rainy for explora­
tory flight:> to the northward so 
all hands and the planes enjoyc:d 
a much nc:edt'd t \\ o-da y re~1. 

The Gallll'" and barge tied up to 
the Lighthouse Dock in Ketchikan 
at noon on the 24th of i\lay and 
the Detachmcnt was rcach· for 
work a day ahead of schedul~. 

Saturday the 25th of May, the 
Oll1cer-in-Charge and Lieutenant 
Burken new to Petersburg. about 
on ... hundred miles to the north to 
.,ee i i the next base of operations 
could be there. Satisiaclory ar­
rangements werc made and the 
mov ... from Ketch ikan ordered for 
Monday the 27th. Good weather 
arrived on Sunday the 26th, how­
ever, and the first actual mapping 
tlights were made on that date al­
though they were IlOt successfu l. 
Film hroke in one camera- prob­
ably due to the intense cold at the 
mapping altitude of II,OOJ feet amI 
the ot her plane found the assigned 
area spotted with just enough low 
clouds to prevt'llt good work. Both 
mapping crews returned after about 
four hours in the air, thoroughly 
frozen and completely disgusted. 

On ~Ionday the 27th of ~Iay the 
Detachment left Ketchikan for Pe­
tersburg, with a stop in Wrangell 
scheduled for that night. The Gal/-
111'1 and barge left at eight a. 111. 

At 10 a. Ill. planes one and two 
took off for Sitka to look it o\er 
with a view to operating from 
there later. Low fog forced these 
two planes to return 10 \Vrangcll 
about noon , howe\er, where they 
were joincd in the afternoon by the 
other Iwo planes which flew lip 
dirt'(: tly irom Ketchikan, Tllost oi 
the way in a driving rain. Wrangell 
has a nice heach for :unphihians 
riltht aJong~ide the Indian ceme­
tt:ry. Otherwi~e nearly pt.'riect, it 
is rather grue.,olllC to lind that a 
realh- comiortahlc :;eal is the ex­
po:;e(1 end of a coffin laid bare b\' 
the :lction of the tide. -11,c CtlJlllt:1 
looll1l'd up through the mist at ;oi:. .. 
:I welcome ... ight to the very damp 
plane crews out on the Cl' lllt'terr 
beach. 

Early the next morning the De­
tachment was again underway. The 
(;(lI/IIl'I, her to\\ and two oi the 
planes going directly to Petersburg 
while planes one and two once 
more headed for Sitka wheT·e ther 
arriwd after a miserable flight 
through rain and sleet. \\"eather 
reports from the U. S. Naval Ra­
dio Station, Sitka, were received 
with disconcerting frecluency dur­
ing the night over. The radio per-
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sonncl therc were apparen tly deter­
mined to "eel> the weatlwr in for­
mation up to Ihe minute, having 
been told that a,iator:; want ac­
curale data of this kind. They 
could have done 110 lIIore ::.urel):, 
hut it \\ as dillicult to lig-ure out at 
first ju ... t what was going on. 

First reports indicatcd fairly 
good weather, then came "heav), 
r a i n--<:alm,"- "thick fog-- calm." 
"clcar- g-oo{1 \ i~ibi l it}' wind from 
southcaM ahollt liitel'lI mile~," etc. 
etc., 111 rapid ~ucce:,<sion . The 
planes kept on going, arrived in 
such ;) pouring rain that they al­
most O\crran the town .nu l fou nd 
that the rapidly changill!! weathel 
reports actually descrihed the sta te 
of the weather at ~ i tka. 

T Ill' CmIllL'/ and thc other two 
planes arrived in I'c\ershurg- late 
tha t afternoon and were givcn thl 
keys of the city hy l\layor Ohl11(:r. 
The dock of the t\laska Glaci..::r 
Sea Food Company, 1\lr. Ohmer',., 
"~hrimp factory." had heen clcared 
for them. The plane~ taxi(:d up 
on a sandy beach acr()~~ \\' I'anl!ell 
~arrows, At Peter ... hur!! the Nar­
rows arc about a (Iuarter of a milt.: 
wide so that the rUIl \(J the operat ­
ing beach was easily made in the 
Call1lel's motor launch 111 five 
minutes. 

The detachmcnt al Sitka had a 
rather hectic time. I I had bet:Tl 
planned to have them return to 
Peler.sburg the !'lame da.l· but had 
weather and an unfortunate inci­
cident kept them 0\ ernig-h t. The in­
cident concCTIl..::d a locally owned 
Chevrolet seda n who1>I.' owne r wa~ 
anx ious to ha\'e the (,x pcclition ha~(' 
at Silka. H t: volunteered to show 
a good hard "and beach about three 
miles from to\\'n . 011(' that wOllld 
be, SO he said, ideal for amphibian 
planes. The drive to this beauti­
ful beach \\a!; madc ill a pouring 
rain, L' pon arrival. .. Ol1leOlle ven­
tu red an opinion that it "did n't 
look SO hard" whereupon the "Sitka 
Rooster" promptly <lmle into the 
water 10 (Iemollstrate, The car 
came to a "ichning- ~top and all 
efforts to pull it out pro\ ed in "ain , 
\ r ith her owner l'ure that Ihe in­
com ing ticie "wouldn't hurt he r a 
bit" she wa.; left to !<uhmerge and 
all hands t rudged into tOW l1 , l'oak­
ing wet. T he im:id"::l1l h;l<1 110 di­
rect bearing' all the dcci~i')1l /lot to 
base at Sil ka, hul till' 1lll.'moril.'S of 
a mi1>e rah1c night. no dry c1uthes 
and a long' wait f01' ekarer weal her 
the next day undnubtedly made 
P etersburg and the comfortable 
quarters o f the Galllh'l look awfu l­
ly good the Ilt'xt afterlloon. An)'-

way, Petersbul'g proved an excel ­
lent base and not one man of the 
Detachment wi ll ewr forgel it. 
i\ layor Ohmer made us feel "at 
home" from the sta rt. 

~ I apping operation~ pro!!re~sed 
famous ly with the coming of good 
weather the first week in June. 
AJI of Kuiu and half of Haran(Jf 
Islands were completed by the 15th. 
T hat much done, it wa ... Illore con­
venicnt to operate out of Juneau 
!'O the Delachment shifted base to 
the Capital Ci ty on the 17th aftel 
just three weeks in Petersburg. 
The four planes ani ved in JUIl ;:oau 
an hour and a half "fu.'r Icavi llg 
Pctcrsbu l'g. the Gallllel an d bargc 
arriving in the evening shortly .. f­
ter six. 

Juneau, the Capital of the Te r ri ­
tor)'. is a thrivi ng city loca ted at 
the foot of shee r moullta ins on the 
shore of Gast ineau Channel. For 
shi..'Cr beauty of loca tion it excel:. 
anything in Alaska except Jlerhaps 
Sitka. Si nce it was ccntr .. lI \' lo­
cated as far as the territor) in he 
mapped was concerned. the 1)1.'­
tachml.'lIt prepared to "l1emish 
down" for a long ... tay. i\ lappill!! 
weather was :.Iow in cominl{ hut 
fishing was {'xcdlent. the good pco­
pic of Iht' city wert' I1lI):-t ho~pit­
able and the timt.: pa:.:.I.,(\ quickly. 

By tht: eml of tht' fi rst wel.'k in 
Augu:.t, nearly .. II tht' original al · 
lotment of mapping fi lm had heell 
cxpcll(bl. The larger i~lall(ls had 
heen covel't!(1 ;mel <111 of the mai n­
land from Cape Fairweilthl.'r to 
some di!;tance south of [u neall. 
The planes had ilown hun&~~fl~ of 
l11iles ovcr wille of the 1ll0~t heau ­
tiful and al the same time lllo .. 1 
fo rbiddi ng cou nt ry on tin- conti ­
nent. 

country a~ it lay in the southea ... t · 
em extremity of the Tongass Na­
tional Fores t. Accordingly lhe ])e­
tachment left luneau for Ketchi ­
kan 011 Saturda), the 17th o f 
August- after a stay of two 
months to Ihe day. Tht: trip was 
broken with a stay over Sunday in 
Petersburg, \1 ith the prospt.'Ct of 
more fre:.h shrimp and crab! 

The Governor of Ala:;ka, the '" 
I IOllorable George A, Park:., had 
heen vcry much interested ill the 
work of the Detachment while at 
J uneau. Thc Governor i;; an avi;i­
tion enthusiast a:. well as an expen 
lIy caster and had often e:\,prcssed 
a desire 10 <Ictertnine jor himselt 
whether or not the inaccessible 
lakes in southeastern A laska I\'ere 
inhabited by large or small trout. 
Ce rta in members of the Detach­
ment ~ha red the Governor':. curio~­
ity in th is regard and man)' plans 
had bten made to settle the (Iues­
lion by flying in to some one of 
the larger lakes ncar Juneau . The 
wcatherman had prevented l>uch an 
excursion time and again. Good 
weather calk-d for much wo rk and 
bad weather made the de~irahle 
lakes even more inaccessible on ac­
count of clouds which il1\ariably 
hang low ovcr the island .. , 

T he shift of base from Juneau to 
Petersburg, howcver, provided a 
golden opportunity for the anglers 
The weather was just good cnough . 
:;0 Ilassclbor" L.ke. some Ihe 
mi leS lun!,!" and located on Admir­
alty 1 ~land almost in a direct line 
hetwl.'en J uneau and Petersburg, 
was selected as the objt;!Ctive, GO\' -

1.'. 1'1101' !'arks, J\ l r. Henry O'r-Ialley, 
Chief o f till.' Bureau of Fi~herie~, 
and i'lr. lI arry Watson, Ihe gover­
nor'~ !'ccretary, were guesb; of the 
Detachmcnt on the flight. Leaving 

It was apparent that \\ ith a Juneau just before seven- all four 
little luck additional mapping rllm planes landed in the lake at cle\'en ­
could be expended. provided it could thirty and remained until five­
be obtained in time. A di~patch thirty in the aftemoon. During 
10 the Eastman Kodak Compa ny TllO~t of this time it rained hard 
(the on ly manufacturers of the ~pt: - hut the fi"hing was :;0 good that 
cia l lilm required ) dicitcd a re~pol1~e nobody cared. FiftY-!'ix hu~e Cllt-
10 the effect th;1I film could be thrQ..t trout were taken- e\'er\'Onc 
$h ipped t(:n da)'$ after TI..'ceipt of except ~Ir. O'~ l aney dra~ging ihem 
order. Includi ng ten days for sh ip" III until the\" were tired. 1\11', 
men\' the film could reach the I)c- O'i\lalley cou-I<I th ink of no good 
tachment in Alaska ahout the 25th rea ~ons for his failure but a"ked 
of August. After a confe rencc he- as a llers0l1:l1 fa\'or that tlu: mat­
tween i\1r. Sar,l.!ell t :lnd local rep- ter he kept under COVl'r. Th..:: fi,h 
resentati\'l.'!> of the Uni lecl State:,< in I "l s!<ell)() I'~ Lake just weren't 
Forest Service. thirteen i1d<liliolla l trained 1.'lIough to know their ma.;-
rolls WCfe ordered. tet's voice. 

T he t('rri ton' to he cmlered \\'ith T he Delachment arl'i\'ell in Ket -
this addi tional" 111m \\as pr incil>ally chikan on Monday Ihe 19th of 
the main land in the so-ca ll ed Il y- August. ha:.ing al the Lighthouse 
der region, Ketchikan was the Service Dock. The nell' film ar­
logical base from which to operate rived abou t a week latcr and 
while mapping this part of the ""tandby for mapping" was again 



the order nf the day. For practi­
cally ten days it rained continuous­
ly. Even the hardened natives (,e­
gan to remark about the "unu sual 
II cather." The da ys were uotice­
ably shorter and ali hand ~ felt the 
urge to start south . Plans weft;; 
made to depart for San Diego on 
Satunlay. September 14th. subject 
to weather. o f course, as all Al­
aska plans are. 

On the 27th of August the 
weather cleared sufficiently for 
mapping and for the next week the 
t\\O mapping planes were £lying 
up and down the mainland looking 
for clear areas. lIalf of the new 
film was ex ptnded but on account 
of the short days even exposures 
made at noon wel·e rather dim. 
The weatherman predicted a rapid 
break and as a break o f bad weather 
in September means something de­
cided ly unpleasant in Alaska. the 
time of departure was advanced one 
week. 

At ten o'clock on Saturday, Sep­
tenther 7th, the weatherman ad­
vised getting out while the "getting 
was good." One-thirty p. m. 
found the planes in the air circling 
over Ketchikan in a final salute to 
A[aska and bou nd for Alert Bay. 

The return to Seattle was with­
out incident so far as the planes 
were concerned. Barring low fog 
at Alert flar on Sunday morning 

which prevcnted c:lrly departure­
the schedule was maintained . Thc 
Gm/ll<'f and her tow were not SO 
fortunate . Leaving Ketchikan soon 
after Ihe planes had departed on 
Satu!"(iay she I[id 110t arrive in Se· 
atllc until the ncxt Thursday eve­
ning. having" encoun tered heavy fog 
almost cont inuoll sly for three dars. 

At Seatt le the expedition began 
to disband . 1\1 r. Sargen t departed 
fo r \\'ashin~ton carrrinJ.! with him 
the be"t wishes o f all hands. ··Foxy 
Grandpa '· or just plOlin "Foxr·' fOI· 

short, he hOld proved himseli a won­
derful :-hipmate ami airmate el'CIl 
if he ,lid have 10 ca rry a lmndle 
of heavy paper hags for USc when 
the going got rough! The good old 
barge wa.'l tumed in at th e Navy 
Yard in Bremerton to wait until 
another expedition needed her. 

The e mlllel sailed for Si":n Diego 
on September 17th leaving the four 
planes ··smoke bou nd" at the Na­
val Air S tat ion at Sand Point. The 
worst fo rest tires ill years covcred 
the whole 110rthwe"t with a p;LlI of 
smoke whic h kept every plane in 
\Va shington. Oregon. and Idaho Oil 
Ihe ground iol' !levera[ days. Fur 
a dav or so it looked as though the 
CUII/ICI would lead the way inlO 
San Diq.;o. lIluch to the d isgu"t of 
the plane crew:-. The weatherman 
in Seattle promi"ed no relief untit 
general heavy rains occurred and 
followed this pt!s"imi:.lic rl'pon 

\\ ith the news that there W;IS no 
rain in sight. 

I Ie :-;Iippcd a cog somewhere for 
un Friday the 20t h. although only 
a trace of rain had fallen. it was 
clear enough for a start. To be 
.'l Ul·e it wasn't pleasant flying bUI 
it wa ~ sa fe enough. t\ day spent 
in dodging the larger fires found 
the planes at Cornillg. Californi;1 
for tht! night. t\ five hundred mile 
night to Long Heach with a good 
tail II ind most o f the way made 
Sa turday night at home almost 
positi ve and after a stay of only 
thirty minutes al Ihe Nav;11 Re­
se!'ve Aviation Base at Long Beach, 
the remaining ninety miles to Sa n 
Diego was made in record time. 
forty- fil·e minutes. The four all1 -
phihian j: rolled up the same runway 
that ther left over four months 
before-ju::t as shiny as when they 
left and almost as new. 

The e mlllel arrived Sunday 
morning and the Navy's 1929 AI­
ask;m Aerial Survcy was over. Ap­
proximately 13.000 squ .. re miles of 
territory had been mapn,ed from 
the .. ir and many new lakes di s­
covered. The four pl;mes had flown 
a total of over 54'()OCI miles with~ 
out an accident of any kind- a fine 
tribute to the modern American 
"ircr:t ft engine, the sturdiness of 
the Anll'rican planes and the per~ 
~iI1 ncl of the Detachment. 

Ttl!! NAV\' AL ASKA .... A!!5t IAl. SU~VEV Pl.ANES PASSINO 01'1111: I'OIl:Tl.A/IIO. OREGON. EN II:OUTE TO SAN 011::00. CA I. II' O Il: S IA. 
os T HE CO/lWl.loT IOS oF' TilE WOIlK IS ALAS KA 
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