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Bibliographic Note 

 
Bruce A. Wilson, after his discharge from the U.S. Air Force, traveled to Alaska in the summer 
of 1946 in search of material for magazine articles on a free-lance basis.  He later was an editor 
and publishers of several newspapers in North Dakota and Washington and also served as a 
state senator for several terms in Washington. 
 

Scope and Contents Note 
 

Diary of trip to Alaska, April - August, 1946, with Ozzie Sweet, a friend and magazine 
photographer from Connecticut. They sought "real-Alaskan" stories and opinions on issues 
facing post-war Alaska for several magazines on a free-lance basis.  The diary's purpose was to 
preserve notes for later writing. Recounts many interviews with people met during trip. In July, 
the two were joined by their wives, who contributed background notes to the manuscript.  
Ozzie Sweet's photography notes are at end. Handwritten index by Wilson at beginning.             
Places visited include Seattle, Juneau, Nenana , Fairbanks, Ft. Yukon, Ester, Cripple Creek, 
Cleary, Eagle, Paxton, Chitina, Keystone Canyon, Valdez, Anchorage, Kotzebue, St. Mary's 
Mission,  Kodiak, Nome,  Barrow, Mt. McKinley, Homer, Seward, Juneau, Dawson, Ketchikan, 
via Pan American airlines, Alaska Railroad, car and ship. Alaskans interviewed include Bill 
Williams, Howard Wakefield, Harry Hoben, and Harry Palmer (Alaska Railroad);  Frank 
Martin and Leonhard Seppala (Alaska Sweepstakes); Wien Family (Wien Alaska Airlines); 
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Frank Pollock; Jim Dodson; Carl Lomen, May Bale, Bill Munz, Michael Kazingnuk, Charles 
Yager and Grant Jackson (Nome); Joe Amarok (Eek); Margaret Kirchner and Dave and Tommy 
Brower (Barrow); Frank Leach (Circle); Otto A. Nelson (Chitina); Andrew Nerland, Harry 
Badger, William Gilscher, Lucile Albin, Maude Boyle, and Don Adler (Fairbanks); Harry 
Palmer, Archie Ferguson; Dick Willoughby (Glacier City); Henry Ohlson (Homer), George 
Kennedy; Mrs. Ken Rank and Edward William Nelson (King Islanders); Wilson Erskine and Dr. 
A. Holmes Johnson (Kodiak), Ernest Gruening, Cap Lathrop.  They interviewed veterans of 
World War II from all over the state.  
 
Original: Typescript on onion-skin paper (2.0 Inches) 
Copy: photocopy, double-sided (1.25 inches) 
 

Hand-written index available in collection. 
 

1. Seattle    2. Juneau     3.  Nenana      4.  Fairbanks     5.  Ft. Yukon     6. Ester     7. Cripple Creek     
8. Cleary     9. Eagle     10. Paxton      11. Chitina      12. Keystone Canyon     13. Valdez     14.  
Anchorage     15. Kotzebue     16.   St. Mary's Mission     17. Kodiak     18. Nome       19.  Barrow     
20. Mt. McKinley     21. Homer     22. Seward     23. Juneau       24. Dawson     25. Ketchikan,.   
 
Wilson, Bruce A.      Wilson, Merilynn A.          Sweet, Ozzie         Alaska--Description and 
Travel--1898-1959.         Veterans 

 

Index to Diary of the Sweet-Wilson Expedition 
Typed from handwritten index received with diary 

 
Alaska Commercial Company, history Erskine 261-271 
Alaska Railroad 

Bill Williams, Nenana 21 
Dick Lynch, dock agent, Nenana 21-22 
Harry Palmer, Fairbanks 49 
Comes to Anchorage 199 
Whittier (How Wakefield) 342-344 
Alaska Central (Harry Hoben) 353 

Alaska Sweepstakes 
Frank Martin 158 
See Seppala 

Alaska Steamship Company 3, 312 
Alcan Highway 

Report from early traveler 109-110 
Anchorage 

Crime 121-122 
Industries 122 
Prices 122-123 
Fur carnival 123 
Alaska Railroad yards 123 
Liquor 127 
History 198-204 
Industries, climate 204-205 
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Housing shortage 205-207 
Employment 208-210 
Little Theater 210 

Aviation - History - see Anchorage 198-204 
Alaska Airlines 

Bush trip (Chicken, Boundary, Eagle) 81-83 
Wien Alaska Airlines 38-40 (stats) 95 

Bush trip (Ft. Yukon, Circle Hot Springs) 42-45 
Noel Wien 78-79 
Sig Wien 80 
Arctic pilots 182 

Frank Pollock 50-54 
Jim Dodson  80-81 
Bill Munz, Nome 152 
Archie Ferguson, Kotzebue 170-172 
Early days - competition 181 
Rogers - Post disaster (Brower) 179-181, 187-188, 203 
Wilkins - Eielson arrival at Barrow 180 
Joe Crossen 186-188 
Ben Eielson, first mail flight 130, 201 
International routes 210-211 
Certification 211-212 
Flying cannery workers 212 
Veterans in aviation 212-213 
Great uses for aviation 213 
Aviation during war 213-214 
Future operations 214-216 
Examiners report 216-219, 223-224 
Raymond Stough interview 219-222 
(certification, effects of war, major airlines future) 
Ben Eielson, death 337, 340 
Norge 340-341 
 

Barrow 
General 173-175 
Hospital 175-176 
Weatherman's wife 176-179 
Dave Brower 179-180 
Tommy Brower 181 
Barrow ice pool 181 
Wien pilots 182 

Boy Scouts 
 Troop 647, Fairbanks 54-55 

Matanuska 348-350 
Brower, Dave 179-180 
Brower, Tommy 181 
 
Circle Hot Springs (Frank Leach) 43-45 
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Chitina history (Otto A. Nelson) 112-115 
Copper River and the RR 

History (Otto A. Nelson) 112-115 
Keystone Canyon incident 117-118 
Applies for certificate to abandon 234 

Cost of living index 350-351 
Curry (RR hotel) 356 
 
Dawson 

Harry De Windt, English traveler 338-339 
Guide book 368-371 
Celebrities coming to 370 
 

Eagle 82-83 
Eskimos 

Church service in Fairbanks 36 
Michael Kazingnuk 140-143 
Ivory carving - Ken Rank 144 
Nome marshal's opinion 152 
Rivalry with Indians - Carl Lomen 169 
Businessman - Joe Amarok of Nome 166 
Siberian, trading with 165 

 
Fairbanks 

Andrew Nerland 32-33, 93 
Eskimo church service 36 
Fairbanks Exploration Co. 56-57 
Sourdough Club 75 
Adler broadcasts arrival of Post-Gatty 83 
Harry Badger 88-91 
Otto Nelson 91-92 
William Gilscher 92-93 
Don Adler (money, the "Row") 94 
Graehl 95 
Finnish baths 95  
Harry Palmer 49, 182 

Ferguson, Archie 170-172 
Fishing - see Hunting 
 Salmon 

traps - (replace boats) 101 
Good-will advertising 234 
Jap encroachments 266 
Kodiak (Bill Erskine) 291-292 
Kodiak (union president) 308-311 
See Wakefield 318-320 

Herring - Apex Fishing Co., Kodiak 301-306 
Halibut (Kodiak) 307-308 
Octopus (Kodiak) 311 
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Crabs (Kodiak) 312 
Whaling 332 

Fort Yukon (transient town, marshal, Dr. Disosway) 42-43 
 
Glacier City (Dick Willoughby) 6, 369, 370 
Glaciers - history and nature - Wickersham 335-336 
 
Hunting and fishing 

Registered guides  
Jack Warren, Fairbanks 84-86 
Charles Madsen, Kodiak 325-329 
Afognak bear hunter 329 
native style bears 333 
Bud Branham, Anchorage 351-352 

Paxtons Lodge 108-109 
Archie Ferguson 171 

History, miscellaneous 
Donald McDonald - transcontinental highway 102-105 
Cossacks, foreign explorations, NW passage - Alaska mag 334-335 
Steller's Journal 337 
Log of St. Peter 337-338 
Chirikov in St. Paul 338 
Gold strikes of history 372-374 

Homer 
General 225-226 
Farming 226-228 
Hunting lodge 228-230 
Barber 230 
General store 231 
History - Harry Saindon (ARC) 231 
History - Henry Ohlson (old timer) 232-233 
Unbalanced trumpeteer 233-234 
Summary 235 
 

Kazingnuk, Michael Francis, the author 140-143 
Kennedy, George, hockey player 23-27 

comments by Jack Pegues, Fairbanks 37 
King Islanders 

Ken Rank 160-162 
King Islander 162-163 
Mrs. Ken Rank (ivory) 164 
Edward Wm Nelson - govt etymologist 164-165 
Carl Lomen 169 
Harry De Windt, English traveler 341 

Kodiak 236-333 
I. Early history 236-250 

Natives - Hrdlicka, anthropologist 236-240 
Early Russian 240-242 
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Father Herman 242-244 
Abuses by traders 244-246 
Later Russian (incl church) 246-247 
Ice company on Woody Island 248 
Early US history (officer's letters) 249-250 
Area, geology, climate 250 

II. History 1867-1939  251-274 
Sea otter hunting - fishing - first murder - gold - Kraft starts 251-253 
Eruption of Mt. Katmai 253-257 
Aftereffects 258-260 
"Dora" 261-265 
Recent pre-war (survey for naval base, decline of fur business) 266 
Alaska Commercial Co. 266-271 
Gold on Kodiak 271 
Oil on Alaska Peninsula 271 
Russian church history and fire 272-274 

III. Construction and War Boom 275-278 
Paul Herring, Marshal 275-276 
General effects of construction 276-278 
Aleutians, various spellings of 278 
Bank of Kodiak 278 

IV. Kodiak today 279-312 
General (docks, cold storage plant, harbor, taxation, law enforcement, 
 utilities, historical significance, soldiers script etc.) 279-285 
Community center 285-288 
Erskine's home 288-289 
Naval base 289 
Bell's diary 289 
Cattle ranchers 290-291 
Gold, salmon fishing, oil per Bill Erskine 291-292 
Drinking stories 293 
Newspaper - Bill and Lillian Lammee 294-295 
Dr. Johnson's home 296-300 
Fishing industry 301-312 
Apex Fish Co. 301-306 
Halibut 307-308 
Salmon 308-311 
Octopus, crabs 311-312 

V. Kodiak and WW II 313-314 
VI. Personalities 315-333 

Speridon Patrochin, Russian sea otter hunter 315 
Jack McCord, rancher 315-317 
Lee Wakefield, fish magnate 317-320 
Father Gerasim Schmaltz (Rasputin) 320-324 
Charles Madsen, bear hunter 325-329 
Dr. A. Holmes Johnson 330 
Ed Brooker, rambling sourdough 331-332 
Wilson Erskine (whaling, salmon) 332-333 



MS 4-32-3 Sweet-Wilson Expedition  Alaska State Library 

7 

 

http://www.library.alaska.gov/hist/hist_docs/finding_aids/MS004-32-03.pdf 

Miscellaneous 333 
Kotzebue 170-172 
 
Laurence, Sydney, painter 205 
Liquor 

Anchorage 198-204 
Kodiak drinking stories 293 
Drinking illegal in gold rush days 369 

Lomen, Carl, photographer 134-140 
 

Maas, Pete, anthropologist 57 
Matanuska 

Newspaper 125 
Anchorage welcome 203 
History and current status 344-347 
Boy Scout troop 348-350 
Early settler who wanted mail 350 

McCord, Jack 
General life 29 
Discovers "spy" cabin 34 

McGrath - oldest gasoline man 129-130 
Miscellaneous 

Status Alaska 1916 (Stack) 20 
Cross, John, Deering, on Eskimos and hunting 37 
Pioneer Spirit in Alaska 128 
Booming Interior (traveling salesman) 164 
Teeth, animal, Nimrod's 183-186 
First photographer in Alaska 371 
Tragic Russian romance 371 

Morningside, candidates for 
Levi W. Holmes, Homer trumpeter 233-234 
Kodiak tug cook 276 
Kodiak advisor to FDR 276 
Matanuska track star 347 

Mt. Katmai 
Eruption (National Geographic reports) 253-255 

W. J. Erskine of Kodiak 255-257 
Dora passenger 265 
Cannery worker 292 

Aftereffects - Grant Pearson trip 1945  257 
W. J. Erskine 258-260 

Mt. McKinley 355-367 
Stuck ascent 19-20, 360-361 
Early attempts 356, 364 
Cook ascent 357 

Defense of 361-364 
Criticized 366, 367, 383 

Lloyd ascent 
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Lloyd ascent according to Lloyd 358-359, 387-388 
Lloyd ascent according to Anderson 375-379 
Lloyd ascent according to McGonagell 379-381 
Lloyd ascent according to Taylor 384-387 

Browne ascent 359, 366, 383 
Lindley and Liek attempt 364-365 
National park 365, 381 
Booth, Ranger 366 
Army ascent  366 
Pearson, Ranger  367 
Summary of attempts 367 
Karstens, 381-383 
Woman lives on summit 2 yrs 384 
 

Nenana, general 10-12, 18-19 
Ice pool 12-14, (goes out) 28, (1946 winners) 76,  (winnings) 341 
Mission 15-18 

Nome 
George Hite, the man who rebuilt Nome 131 
Fourth of July 131-132 
Liquor 144, 152 
Life in, merchant's wife 149 
Church builders 150 
Fire engine on beach 150 
WW II 150-151 
veterans 152 
History 

Rube Cramer (gold fields guide) 132-134 
Fire 1934   146 
Frank Martin (Lindebloom's friend) 153-159 
Grant Jackson, bomber 163 
Claimants to discovery 339 
Situation on Jan. 1, 1900  340 

Misc. captions 166 
Joe Amarok, Eskimo businessman 166 
Harry Hagen, most burned out 167 
Saloons, queer names 169 

 
Richardson Highway 

Sourdoughs photographed 106 
Rapids Roadhouse 107 
Veterans gold panning 107 
Paxtons Lodge (hunting and fishing) 108-109 
Jack Tyone, Indian (radio requests) 110 
Santa Claus lodge and Indian village 110-111 
Chitina 111-116 
Scenics identified 116 
Valdez 117 



MS 4-32-3 Sweet-Wilson Expedition  Alaska State Library 

9 

 

http://www.library.alaska.gov/hist/hist_docs/finding_aids/MS004-32-03.pdf 

Keystone Canyon 119 
Glenn Highway 119-120 

 
Seppala, Leonhard, dog driver 60-75 

Anchorage reaction serum run 201 
Seward 352-355 

General 352-353 
Car-riding dog 353 
History (Harry Hoben) 353 
Tax situation 354-355 

Sheldon, Bobby, a first auto 87-88 
Soapy Smith, death according to Joe Magnuson, 68 years old, 58-59 

Driven out of Wrangell 317-318 
Sourdough, recipe for 348 
Sourdoughs 

Duncan McLean, Seattle 2 
Charles Yager, Nome 160 

Statehood 
Meaning, Warren Taylor, Fairbanks attorney 101 

Steese Highway (Cleary Summit, Chatanika) 58-59 
Stories 

Native illegitimacy 19 
 

Tax systems 
Taxes now affecting Alaskans 100-101 
Restricted deeds in Koiak 281-282 
Seward frustrated by govt held lands 354-355 

 
Valdez 117-118 
Veterans, Individual 

Allan Chapman, Anchorage adv agency 124 
Dean Crossland, Arctic polot 182 
Fred Goodwin, Arctic pilot 182 
Ken O'Harra, A bus line 123-124 
Clyde Kammerer, Nome railroad 168 
Andrew Kemak, prospector 115 
Paul Mandeville, Nome dry cleaning 167-168 
John McLay, Homer farmer 226-228 
Jack Mills, Homer jack-of-all-trades 225 
Joe Morris, Anchorage sporting goods 128-129 
Skonberg brothers, Kodiak fishermen 311 
John Sullivan, saloon owner, Faribanks 77 
Billy Tallmann, Anchorage bartender 125 
Stanley Thompson, Nome restaurant 147-149 
George Willard, Homer hunting lodge 228-230 
Leonard Wokasch, RH gold panner 107-108 
Stanley J. Zaverl, Nenana Marshal 27-28 

Veterans, general 
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Advice from Anchorage RFC 125 
Nome 152 
WW II Veterans Act 189-193 
Vetreans Administration 193-194 
Col Henry Clark, ADB 194 
Gov Gruening 195-196 
US Employment Service 196-198 
Aviation (CAB) 212-213 
Vets drive jeep Florida to Alaska 341 

World War II and Alaska 
Dick Lynch, da, Nenana 22 
Jerry Loman 147 
Nome 150-151 
Mrs. Ken Rank 165 
Alaska aviation in, 213-214 
Kodiak 277-278 
Ships sunk Alaska waters 343 
Mistakes by Army 343 

World War III and Alaska 
Mrs. Ken Rank of Nome 165 
Siberian Trading 165 
Russian pilots, daring 171 
Opinions of Kodiak citizens 313-314 

Women 
Lucille Albin, Fairbanks dress shop 95-96 
Maude Boyle, Fairbanks postmaster 96-97 
Bernice Morgan, Fairbanks preacher 97 
Miriam Barthel, Fairbanks taxi dispatcher 98 
Marion Hassel, Fairbanks college student 98 
Gradelle Leigh, Fairbanks real estate agent 98 
Margot Vailey, Fairbanks interior decorator 99 
Mrs. Oliver Morris, Fairbanks Arcitc pioneer 99-100 
Rusty Dow, Anchorage painter 125-126 
Mrs. James Phillips, Anchorage mortician 126 
Catherine Weisner, Anchorage CAA clerk 126 
Jane Paschall, Anchorage weather b clerk 127 
Helen Heffner, Anchorage liquor store clerk 127 
May Bale, Nome dog driver 145-146 
Rosanne Loman, Nome housewife 147 
Mrs. Myrtis Martin, Nome waitress 152 
Rosalind Rank, Nome merchant's wife 167 
Audrey Stone, Barrow pilot's wife 174 
Margaret Kirchner, Barrow nurse 175-176 
Mrs. Eric Numella, weatherman's wife 176-179 
Mrs. John Clemons, Homer pioneer's wife 230 

Wrangell 
Early days, Lee Wakefield 317-318 

Whittier - Alaska RR (Howard Wakefield) 342-343 


