Alaska State Library
Historical Collections

[ Guide to Collection 1

Malmberg, Casper
Letter regarding Horse Creek Mary

MS 4-37-13

1 Folder Processed By: Alea Oien &
1 Letter Anastasia Tarmann, April 2009

ACQUISITION: The collection was donated by John H. Grainger to the Alaska State
Library Historical Collections, February 6, 1979. It has not been accessioned but is #41 of
Kay’s “T” files.

ACCESS: The collection is unrestricted.

COPYRIGHT: Request for permission to publish or reproduce material from the
collection should be discussed with the Librarian. Photocopying does not constitute
permission to publish.

PROCESSING: This collection has been described at the item level. The letter has been
placed in Mylar and into a pH-neutral folder.

Alaska Department of Education & Early Development
Division of Libraries, Archives & Museums
P.O. Box 110571 M Juneau M Alaska 99811-0571 M (907) 465-2925 W Fax: (907) 465-2990



MS 4-37-13: Letter regarding Horse Creek Mary, April 14, 1925 Alaska State Library

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

At the time this letter was written, April 1925, Casper Malmberg, had helped build the
Eklutna Industrial School for Native Children, where orphaned children were schooled.
His wife was a teacher at the school.

Horse Creek Mary was born at Tarral, Alaska. Her father was a Russian trader. Her
mother was a native of the Copper River Valley. Mary lived on Horse Creek most of
her life and died in Eklutna, Alaska, in 1923. By Malmberg’s estimation, Mary lived to
be about 85 years old. She was buried near Chitina, Alaska. She was the mother of 4
children who reached adulthood, but preceded her in death. “She was a favorite subject
for paintings by both Jules Dalagher [Dahlager] and E. Ziegler.”- Quoted from a donation
letter written by John Grainger February 6, 1979.

SCOPE AND CONTENTS NOTE
A letter dated April 1925 from Caspar Malmberg, Eklutna, Alaska, to Miss Nita
Johnstone, Cordova, Alaska, regarding biographical information about Horse Creek
Mary.
SUBJECTS
Horse Creek Mary; Casper Malmberg; Eklutna, Alaska; Alaska Railroad; Tarral;
Chitina; Copper River; Russian trader Manena; Jules Dahlager; Eustace Ziegler.
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