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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

Neal D. Benedict left Seattle for the gold fields of Alaska on February 9, 1898 aboard the
schooner MOONLIGHT. The ship reached Valdez Bay in March of that year. Mr.
Benedict and other miners unloaded supplies and transported them over the Valdez
Glacier to Twelve-Mile Camp in the Klutina River valley. The miners also worked in the
Copper River valley.

SCOPE AND CONTENTS NOTE

This collection includes the original typescripted manuscript with photographs of The
Valdes [Valdez] and Copper River Trail, Alaska: with 158 photographic views by Neal
D. Benedict, 1899. Also included are two photocopies of the manuscript and a
microfiche copy. This manuscript is one of two copies submitted to the Library of
Congress for copyright purposes, April 7, 1899.

INVENTORY

CONTENTS:
Chapter 1: At Seattle: Page 1

Winter 1897-1898 Preparatory activities & provisions,

Depart Seattle February 9, 1898  Life onboard vessel

March 6, 1898 Peaks west of Prince William Sound sighted.
Chapter I1: Valdes [Valdez] Bay: Page 11

March 9, 1898 Unloading, landscape, geography & avalanche.
Chapter I11: Ashore: Page 15

March, 1898 Making camp.
Chapter 1V: The Glacier: Page 20

Mid-March-April 30, 1898 Crossing Valdes [sic] Glacier.
Chapter V: The Struggle at the Summit: Page 34

May 9, 1898 At foot of the summit (Sixth Bench).
Chapter VI: The Break for “Timber”: Page 36

May [14-18], 1898 Crossing the Summit & on to Twelve-Mile Camp
Chapter VII: Twelve-Mile Camp: Page 40

May [19]-August 1898 Life at Twelve Mile Camp
Chapter VIII: Boats: Page 44

May [19]-August 1898 Variety and resources.
Chapter IX: Boat Building: Page 49

May [19]-August 1898 Saw-Mill Camp, aka Three Mile Camp.
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Chapter X: Boating on the Klutena: Page 55
May [19]-August 1898

Chapter XI: Peninsula Camp, Lake Klutena: Page 68
May-August 1898

Chapter XII: The Lower Lake and River: Page 76
May-August 1898

Chapter XI1I: Copper Center and Vicinity: Page 90
[July] 1898

Chapter XIV: The Millard Trail: Page 95
[July] 1898

Chapter XV: Gold-Hunting: Page 104
[July] 1898

Chapter XVI: Realizing the Situation: Page 110
[August] 1898
horizon.

Chapter XVII: Sober Second Thoughts: Page 114
August 15-22, 1898

Chapter XVIII: Going Out: Page 119
August 23-25, 1898

Dangers & challenges.

Base Camp for this party.

Klutena City, Lower Klutena River & other camps.

At Copper River

From Copper River to Sanford River.

Side-trip to Robinson’s Gulch.

Pessimism vs pressing on to riches with winter on the

The decision to turn back & back to Peninsula Camp.

From Peninsula Camp to Port Valdes [sic].

APPENDIX: Miscellaneous Matters Pertaining to Alaskan Life:

Health: Page 137
Weather: Page 138
Human Nature: Page 143
Temper:
Flexibility:
Its Wayside Trials
The Sense of Beauty
Snowblindness: Page 147
Women: Page 149
Royal Roads to Fortune: Page 152
Provisions: Page 154
Fish and flesh

Fresh Salmon
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Ducks
Green Groceries
Fauna: Page 158
The Brown Bear
Black Bears
More about Brown Bears
Miscellaneous
Mosquitoes
Flora: Page 164
Four-footed Assistants: Page 168
Dogs:
Horses:
Burros:
Mail Facilities: Page 176

Camps Between the Glacier and the Copper River: Page 178
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