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ACQUISITION:  George Danner III donated the materials in 2001. Acc. # 2011-011. 
 

ACCESS:  The collection is unrestricted. 
 

COPYRIGHT:  Request for permission to publish or reproduce material from the 
collection should be discussed with the Librarian. 
 

PROCESSING:  Inventoried at item level.  Maps and blueprints have been flattened 
and foldered.  
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http://www.library.alaska.gov/hist/hist_docs/finding_aids/MS262.pdf 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL AND HISTORICAL NOTE 

 
My father George Danner Jr, worked for the US forest Service in Juneau as an 

architect from around 1950 to 1975.  During those years the US Forest Service usually 
transferred many of their employees every 4 to 6 years.  My dad was one of the few 
who stayed in Juneau during his whole employment with the Forest Service. 

 He was born in Juneau in 1914 and because of this, he was also the person other 
employees went to for local knowledge and history.  Because of this and that he was 
somewhat of a collector of “stuff”, so when things were about to get tossed in the 
garbage, someone would say “why don’t you see if George might want that”.  And this 
is how he came to be in possession of these maps and surveys. 

These maps and surveys came in a big wooden vertical map case which lived out 
in his garage from about 1970 until I got an interest in them around 1983 when they 
moved to my garage, remaining there until 1988.  It is of note here that both of these 
garages were unheated and his didn’t even have doors.  In 1988 I moved them inside 
and due to their size, put them under my bed until 2010 when I went through them and 
made an inventory.  
 

Notes on particular items of the donation 
 

The Railway Surveys are interesting in that of all of the railroad surveys in this 
collection, only 2 were actually constructed.  It really makes one think of the dreams 
and heroic efforts that were required of the people involved in the completion of the 
surveys in the early part of the 20th century.  

 
Of the Maps, I find the Turner Lake Hydro Project proposed using a large sized 

log dam to be a good example of people utilizing local materials to accomplish their 
goals.  A similar example is the Nugget Creek power project log dam constructed 
around the same time (early 1900’s) which is still there. 

 
George Danner III 
February 10, 2011 

 
 

INVENTORY 
 

The collection is located in the MS X-Oversize Map Case in Vault  
 

Railway Surveys / Blueprints  

1. Pacific & Arctic Railway & Navigation Co. – 1937 – 2 sheets 
2. Copper River & Northwestern Railway – 1906, 10 & 11 – 40+ sheets 
3. Yakutat & Southern Railway – 1919 – 8 sheets 
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4. Taku Railway & Navigation Co.  – 1914 – 5 sheets 
5. Bearing River Railroad Co. – 1909 – 2 sheets  
6. Kush-ta-ka Southern Railway – 1909 – 2 sheets 
7. A. N. Railway – 1910 – 1 sheet 
8. Alaska Pacific Railway & Terminal Co.- 1907--3 sheets 

 

Maps 
1. Great Circle Map showing Fairbanks AK, a geographical center of Europe, Asia, 

America - ? date – 1 sheet 
2. Turner Lake Dam & Power plant  - 1908 – 9 sheets (reversed copy) 
3. White River Project, water power reconnaissance, Wrangell AK. – 1921 – 4 sheets 
4. Wilson Arm, Smeaton Bay – 1933 – 1 sheet 
5. Kashunuk River – 1939 – 1 sheet 
6. Kenai Peninsula, AK - ? date – 1 sheet 
7. Chugach National Forrest (color) – 1915 – 1 sheet 
8. Tongass National Forrest (color) – 1925 – 1 sheet 


