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Acquisition:  The La Roche collection was donated to the library over the years; 
provenance is unknown.  The negatives of the images in folder 3 were added from the 
backlog in Sept. 2007.   
 
Access:  The photographs are available for viewing. However, the images may not be 
photocopied. 
 
Copyright:  Request for permission to publish or reproduce the material from the 
collection should be discussed with the Librarian. 
 
Processing:  The photos have been numbered and placed in mylar inserts. A finding aid 
is available. 

Guide to Collection 
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Biographical Note 
 

Frank LaRoche Sr. was born in Philadelphia on June 20, 1853. He began his 
photographic career in Pennsylvania, traveling from Florida to Iowa. In 1889, he opened 
LaRoche Studios in Seattle, Washington. He married Ida M. Crary in Seattle and had a 
son, Frank Jr., who also became a photographer and opened another studio in 
Bremerton, Washington. From 1890-1902, the pair frequently traveled to Alaska and 
photographed Southeast Alaska and the Klondike Gold Rush. The book, Enroute to the 
Klondike Chilkoot Pass and Skagway Trail was published in 1897. In 1909, Frank Sr. was 
commissioned to photograph the Alaska-Yukon Exposition in Seattle for which he was 
awarded gold medals. He died in Seattle on April 18, 1934. 

 
 

Scope and Contents Note 
 

Includes photographs of gold rush activities in the Klondike and views from the communities of 

Kassan, Ketchikan, Sitka, and Skagway during the same time period. 

 

 
Inventory of Photographs 

 
1. Greek Church, Sitka Alaska. LaRoche. 204. 
 
2. Treadwell Mine, Douglas, Alaska [men working in the glory hole]. LaRoche. 437. 
 
3. [Steamer QUEEN at Muir Glacier, Alaska.] 
 
4. Yaas Creek Alaska. LaRoche. 189. 
 
5. Section of Muir Glacier, Alaska [close-up of glacier and icebergs]. LaRoche. 228. 
 
6. Section of Muir Glacier [beach and icebergs in foreground]. LaRoche 226. 
 
7. The Dying Glacier [faded view of a glacier]. LaRoche 235. 
 
8. Takou [Taku] Glacier [ice floes in foreground]. LaRoche. 246. 
 
9. Section of Muir Glacier, Alaska. LaRoche. 1173. 
 
10. Totems at Kasa-an [Kasaan], Alaska [houses with totem poles and residents in 

the distance]. LaRoche. 1117. 
 
11. [Canoes beached along a shoreline, near a village.] 
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12. [Pack oxen and men along a trail.] 
 
13. Totem Pole at Honoo [Hoonah], Alaska [totem pole erected near several 

dwellings]. LaRoche. 199. 
 
14. Profile of Muir Glacier, Alaska. 1892 [looking across the face of the glacier]. 

LaRoche. 199. 
 
15. Greek Church, Killisnoo, Alaska [view of entrance with two men and one priest 

standing on porch]. LaRoche. 1131. 
 
16. Hoonah [boat sailing in water with a small village in the distance]. LaRoche. 530. 
 
17. Ketchikan from Steamer [view of Ketchikan, Alaska from the water]. LaRoche. 

467. 
 
18. Ketchikan Alaska. LaRoche. 422. 
 
19. Ketchikan [Alaska]. LaRoche. 466. 
 
20. Skaguay [Skagway] [Alaska] from the water. LaRoche. 410. 
 
21. Skagway Ala[ska] LaRoche. 421. 
 
22. Skagway, Alaska. LaRoche. 420. 
 
23. Fort Wrangle (sic) [waterfront view]. LaRoche. 303. 
 
24. Fort Wrangle, from Steamer [waterfront view]. LaRoche. 394. 
 
25. Fort Wrangle, from Steamer. LaRoche. 304. 
 
26. Fort Wrangle, Alaska. LaRoche. 454. 
 
27. Baronoff [Baranof] Castle. Sitka, Alaska. LaRoche. 201. 
 On verso:  Destroyed by fire  March 17, 1894 
 
 
PLEASE NOTE: THE FOLLOWING ARE LOCATED IN THE OVERSIZE DRAWER. 
 
28. Sitka Harbor and the Islands [view of a steamer in port]. 103. 
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29. Interior of Greek Church, Sitka. 108. 
 
30. Baronoff [Baranof] Castle, Sitka. 39  
 
31  Post Office at Sitka. 38. 
 
32. Street View in Sitka. 34. 
 
33. “Indian Town” Sitka. 36. 
 
PHOTOGRAPHS 34 TO 165 ARE PAGES FROM ENROUTE TO THE KLONDIKE, A 

SERIES OF PHOTOGRAPHIC VIEWS OF THE PICTURESQUE LAND OF GOLD 
AND GLACIER, photographed by F. LaRoche. Please see F931.L32 1898 for the 
complete book. 

 
PART I 
34. Leaving San Francisco for the Klondike. 
 
35. Skaguay [Skagway] Harbor, showing point of land separating Dyea Bay from 

Skaguay [Skagway]. 
 
36. Unloading scow at Skaguay [Skagway]. 
 
37. Klondike miners at Skaguay [Skagway], Alaska. 
 
38. Pack train, Skaguay [Skagway]. 
 
39. Steamer queen unloading Klondikers on scow at Dyea. 
 
40. Blacksmith shop at Skaguay [Skagway]. 
 
41. Dogs packing on Dyea Trail. 
 
42. Klondike wagon loaded with provisions. 
 
43. Fording Dyea River. 
 
44. Actresses fording Dyea River. 
 
45. Towing provisions up Dyea River. 
 
46. Pack train at “Little” or “Black Lake,” Skaguay [Skagway] Trail. 
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47. Camp life at Finnegan’s Point. 
 
48. Packers on trail near Sheep Camp. 
 
49. Sheep Camp in winter. 
 
50. Front Street at Sheep Camp settlement. 
 
51. Fifty tons of provisions stored at Crater Lake. 
 
52. A trying climb on Dyea Trail. 
 
53. Pack oxen on Dyea Trail. 
 
54. Rev. Mr. Young and Dr. McEwen, Presbyterian missionaries bound for Klondike, 

at Long Lake. 
 
55. Actresses bound for the Klondike at Happy Camp. 
 
PART II 
56. Dyea, October, 1897. 
 
57. Healy and Wilson’s Store, Dyea. 
 
58. Rice’s Place. 
 
59. Forty Indian canoes at Dyea. 
 
60. First crossing, Dyea River. 
 
61. Camp at Dyea Point. 
 
62. Burros fording Dyea River. 
 
63. Indians freighting up Dyea River with canoes. 
 
64. Indians poling canoe up Dyea River. 
 
65. Forty-five degree incline and summit of Chilkoot Pass. 
 
66. Chilkoot Summit in winter. 
 
67. A packer’s home, foot of canyon, Dyea Trail. 
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68. Scales, Chilkoot Pass. 
 
69. Packers on Dyea Trail, near Stone House. 
 
70. Near the summit of Chilkoot Pass. 
 
71. Camp at Long Lake, Dyea Trail. 
 
72. Deep Lake, Dyea Trail. 
 
73. On the summit of Chilkoot Pass. 
 
74. Glacier, summit of Chilkoot Pass. 
 
75. Pack horses on edge of precipice, Chilkoot Pass. 
 
76. Looking south from foot of Dyea Canon [Canyon]. 
 
77. Don-a-wok, old Chilkoot chief, and Chief Isaac. 
 
PART III 
78. Klondike Trading Company’s store at Skaguay [Skagway], Alaska. 
 
79. Main Street, Ragtown, Skaguay [Skagway] Trail. 
 
80. Broadway, Skaguay [Skagway]. 
 
81. Residence Street, Skaguay [Skagway]. 
 
82. Suburbs of Skaguay [Skagway]. 
 
83. Skaguay [Skagway] at high tide. 
 
84. Skaguay [Skagway], Alaska. 
 
85. Skaguay [Skagway] at low tide. 
 
86. Steamers Queen and George W. Elder at Skaguay [Skagway]. 
 
87. Near the summit, Skaguay [Skagway] Trail. 
 
88. Montana Kid and dog team at Skaguay [Skagway]. 



PCA 130:  Frank La Roche Photograph Collection, 1890-1902 Alaska State Library 

7 
 

http://www.library.alaska.gov/hist/hist_docs/finding_aids/PCA130.pdf 

 
89. Bridge over Skaguay [Skagway] River. 
 
90. Lumber yard, Skaguay [Skagway]. 
 
91. Skaguay [Skagway] River from top of First Hill. 
 
92. From top of Second Hill, Skaguay [Skagway]. 
 
93. On Porcupine Incline, Skaguay [Skagway] Trail. 
 
94. Bridge over Porcupine Creek, Skaguay [Skagway] Trail. 
 
95. Skaguay [Skagway] Trail at Little Lake. 
 
96. Hungry Man’s Retreat at Porcupine Creek, Skaguay [Skagway] Trail. 
 
97. Precipice, Porcupine Hill. 
 
98. A winter scene. 
 
99. Chilkat Indian group, Alaska. 
 
PART IV 
100. End of Skaguay [Skagway] Trail, Lake Linderman. 
 
101. Ship yard, Lake Linderman. 
 
102. Leaving head of Lake Linderman for the Klondike. 
 
103. Camp at Lake Linderman. 
 
104. Rapids between Lakes Linderman and Bennett. 
 
105. Lake Bennett. 
 
106. Welbon’s Camp at Lake Bennett. 
 
107. Near Lake Bennett. 
 
108. Ship yard, Lake Bennett. 
 
109. Miles Canyon. 
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110. White Horse Rapids. 
 
111. Dawson City. 
 
112. Miners’ cabins, Dawson City. 
 
113. Euclid Avenue, Dawson City. 
 
114. Saw-mill at Dawson City. 
 
115. Rapids on Lewes River. 
 
116. Ice sailing across Lake LeBarge [Laberge]. 
 
117. Spearing for salmon. 
 
118. Bonanza Creek, Klondike. 
 
119. Ice in the Yukon below Dawson City. 
 
120. The frozen Yukon at Forty Mile Post. 
 
121. Forty Mile City, Alaska. 
 
122. Ice blockade, Circle City. 
 
123. U.S. Custom House, Circle City. 
 
PART V 
124. A typical Klondike scene. 
 
125. A claim. 
 
126. Near Dawson City. 
 
127. On the Yukon. 
 
128. Testing for gold. 
 
129. Munook Creek. 
 
130. Provisions at Munook. 
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131. Dog team on the Yukon. 
 
132. Testing gravel on the Yukon. 
 
133. Prince Antone. 
 
134. A miner’s cabin. 
 
135. A shipload of miners. 
 
136. U.S. Cutter “Bear” ice-bound in Behring Sea. 
 
137. Fort “Get There.” 
 
138. Dutch Harbor. 
 
139. Building steamer for Yukon River at Dutch Harbor. 
 
140. St. Paul, Kodiak Island. 
 
141. Unalaska. 
 
142. Whaler Thrasher at Port Clarence. 
 
143. An Indian camp. 
 
PART VI 
144. Alaskan school children.  
 
145. Indian cabins at Yaas Bay. 
 
146. The grave of Kuck-shaw, Tagish chief. 
 
147. Laplanders and children.  
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148. Reindeer at Seattle.  
 
149. Totems at Kasa-an, Alaska. 
 
150. Metlakahtla. 
 
151. Fort Wrangell. 
 
152. In Wrangell Narrows. 
 
153. Muir Glacier - another view. 
 
154. Muir Glacier, Alaska. 
 
155. The Pinnacle Range. 
 
156. Mount Edgecomb (sic). 
 
157. Interior of the Greek Church at Sitka. 
 
158. A driveway near Sitka. 
 
159. Indian Avenue, Sitka. 
 
160. Sitka at night. 
 
161. Sitka, Alaska. 
 
162. Steamer QUEEN taking ice, Takou Inlet. 
 
163. Log Cabin Presbyterian Church, Juneau. 
 
164. Juneau. 
 
165. Hydraulic mining, Silver Bow Basin. 
 
Folder 3   Negatives from back-log.  No provenance.   
 
166. [Theodore Richardson, painting on a beach]  
 
167. [Theodore Richardson, painting in a boat] 
 
168.  Farewell [Theodore Richardson and another person at John Muir’s cabin in Glacier 

Bay.  Steamer Muir passing in the distance.]  photographer’s number 248 
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