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HISTORICAL NOTE

Railroad magnate Edward H. Harriman led a team of twenty-three scientists, including the great
naturalist John Muir, on a two month expedition to explore the waters and coastal territory of
Alaska. Over 5,000 photographs were taken during the voyage and were used to compile the
souvenir album of the expedition presented here with 254 of those images .

Edward H. Harriman described his Alaska outing "as a summer cruise for the pleasure and
recreation of my family and a few friends". While he initially planned to extend his adventure
only as far as Kodiak Island to engage in some big game hunting, his party grew to include some
of the country's foremost and distinguished scientific personnel, artists, photographers, writers,
and conservationists. On May 31, 1899, the members of the Harriman Alaska Expedition set sail
from Seattle on the steamship George W. Elder. For the next two months, they headed north to
explore the waters and coastal territory of Alaska. Twenty-three scientists including geologists,
botanists, ornithologists, taxidermists, and zoologists engaged in scientific investigation in their
respective fields while enjoying E.H. Harriman's hospitality and leisurely lifestyle aboard the
steamship. Their stops included Glacier Bay, Sitka, Yakutat Bay, Prince William Sound, Kodiak
Island, the Shumagin Islands, Unalaska, the Pribilof Islands, Port Clarence, and Cape Fox, in
addition to a short jaunt over to Plover Bay on the Siberian coast. Here is a detailed description
of the trip written by expedition member C. Hart Merriam as the introduction to the twelve-
volume "Alaska" series, which detailed the scientific discoveries that were made during the
journey.

Over 5000 photographs were taken on the trip. Upon their return Harriman produced a two-
volume souvenir album entitled "A Souvenir of the Harriman Alaska Expedition, May - August,
1899. Volume 1, New York to Cook Inlet” and "...\Volume Il, Cook Inlet to Bering Strait and the
Return Voyage" which included 253 photographs by both Edward S. Curtis, one of the official
expedition photographers, and other expedition members including C. Hart Merriam and
Harriman himself. The photographs in the album are digitally reproduced here in their entirety.

Historical note taken from University of Washington online collection, found at:
http://content.lib.washington.edu/harrimanweb/index.html

SCOPE AND CONTENTS NOTE

This collection consists of two photograph albums containing all orgininal turn of
century silver images. All the photographs are in good condition and there are none
missing. The covers of the albums are leather. The front covers have separated from the
albums. There is considerable leather rot. Each front cover has a small gold stamp in
the upper left hand corner: triangular flag with "H.A.E." and volume number below.
The album pages are light grey paper stock, and some of the pages are dog-eared

Each album page is stamped with a page number and the initials of photographers with
photograph numbers and short captions (see attached).
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SUBJECTS

Alaska coastal towns, flora, fauna, glaciers, and people; some photos of Siberia and
railroad trip to Seattle.

INVENTORY
Volume I: pp. [1] - 126
Page Description Photo-grapher Photogra-
No. pher’s No.

(Map) Alaska with parts of Siberia ... route of the
Harriman Alaska Expedition, 1899

Fronti- Head of Harriman Fiord, Prince William Sound E.S.C. 291
spiece
2 On the Continental Divide C.HM.
3 Shoshone Falls and the Lava Plain C.HM. 10
4 Shoshone Falls E.H.H.
5 Shoshone Falls E.H.H. 9
6 Shoshone Falls G.K.G. 208
I Canyon of Snake River below Shoshone Falls G.K.G. 203
8 The Ferry - Snake Rier G.K.G. 202
9 A Columbia River Fish-wheel LJ.C. 78
10 The Good Ship GEO. W. ELDER E.H.H. 31 (37)
11 Lowe Inlet, Inside Passage to Alaska E.S.C. 183
12 In Lowe Inlet E.H.H. 19
13 A Family Party in Lowe Inlet E.S.C. 179
14 In Frazer Reach, British Columbia E.S.C. 189
15 Hanging Valley in Frazer Reach C.HM. 250
16 New Metlakahtla, Annette Island, Alaska W.B.D. 121

Church and School House

E.S.C. 186

17 In Behm Canal near Wrangell G.K.G. 224
18 Wrangell E.S.C. 194
19 Totem Poles in Wrangell E.S.C. 198
20 Chief Shake's House, Wrangell E.S.C. 197
21 Coast Range - Near Wrangell Narrows E.S.C. 200
22 Davidson Glacier - Lynn Canal C.HM. 47
23 The White Pass Railway E.H.H. 24
24 Skagway Canyon From the Railway C.HM. 53

Skagway Canyon From the Railway C.HM. 45
25 “Last Sledge” - White Pass, June 1899 E.S.C. 204
26 The Disputed Boundary E.S.C. 205
27 The Muir Glacier - From the East G.K.G. 270
28 The Muir - From the West E.S.C. 212
29 From the Strand near Muir House E.S.C. 218
30 Before the Great Berg Fell E.S.C. 213c
31 On the Back of the Muir, Crevasses and a W.R.C. 40

Rock Table W.H.A. 33
32 The Resurrected Forest - Near Muir Glacier E.S.C. 207
33 Across the Inlet from Muir House E.S.C. 221
34 “The Way of the Transgressor” - Glacier Bay C.H.M. 71
35 Fairweather Range - Seen across Glacier Bay from Sunday | E.H.H. 61

Island
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36 The ELDER in Glacier Bay E.S.C. 261
37 In Muir Inlet E.S.C. 220
38 The Charpentier - Glacier Bay G.K.G. 263
39 In Hugh Miller Inlet. Hugh Miller Glacier G.K.G. 265
40 Ground New-made by Hugh Miller Glacier G.K.G. 281
41 Reid Inlet - Glacier Bay G.K.G. 285
42 John Muir. A Rock-laden Berg. G.K.G. 273
43 The Reid - Glacier Bay G.K.G. 259
44 West Side of Glacier Bay E.S.C. 227
45 Sealers' Camp in Glacier Bay E.S.C. 223a
(253a)
46 A Sealers' Shack - Glacier Bay E.S.C. 224
47 Sealers in Tow - Glacier Bay E.S.C. 225
48 Sitka Bay E.S.C. 228
49 Sitka E.S.C. 236
50 Sitka Bay - Near Hot Springs E.S.C. 258
51 The Path by Indian River, near Sitka E.S.C. 230a
52 Indian River E.S.C. 232¢
53 Indian River E.S.C. 233
54 Sitka Spruce on Indian River R.R.
55 Tree Moss and Ferns R.R.
56 Mount Edgecomb (sic) from Mount Cross G.K.G. 325
57 Old Russian Barracks - Sitka E.S.C. 242
58 Old Russian Church - Sitka E.S.C. 244
59 The Russian Church at Sitka E.S.C. 245
60 Old Museum - Sitka E.H.H. 42
61 Clouds on Mount Fairweather W.B.D. 120
62 Forest Attacked by La Perouse Glacier G.K.G. 333
63 Yakutat Bay and Village C.HM. 275
W.R.C. 162
64 West Shore of Yakutat Bay W.B.D. 116
West Shore of Yakutat Bay C.HM. 81
65 On Yakutat Bay - Near the Malaspina Glacier E.S.C. 251
66 Dunes, Willows, Lupins - Yakutat Bay E.S.C. 432
67 Strawberries - Yakutat Bay E.S.C. 431
68 Canoeing on Yakutat Bay C.HM. 83
Canoeing on Yakutat Bay W.B.D. 26
69 Disenchantment Bay E.H.H. 47
Disenchantment Bay W.R.C. 59
70 Hoenke Island - Yakutat Bay E.H.H. 49
71 Gulls CHM.WHA. | 87
Gulls 17
72 Turner Glacier - Disenchantment Bay G.K.G. 310
73 Hubbard Glacier - Disenchantment Bay G.K.G. 313
74 Front of the Hubbard Glacier G.K.G. 298
75 Russell Fiord - Yakutat Bay E.H.H. 44
76 Nunatak Glacier - Russell Fiord E.S.C. 259
77 Ice Cascade near Nunatak Glacier G.K.G. 304
78 Hidden Glacier - Russell Fiord G.K.G. 366
79 Yakutats W.B.D. 24
Yakutats E.H.H. 67
80 Sealers' Camp - Yakutat Bay W.B.D. 20
81 Yakutats in Camp E.H.H. 66
4
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82 Sealers' Camp - Yakutat Bay E.S.C. 253
83 Drying Seal Skins - Yakutat Bay E.S.C. 254
84 Sealers' Camp - Yakutat Bay E.S.C. 255a
85 Details E.H.H. 63
Details W.B.D. 25
86 Fire Drill E.S.C. 269b
87 The Drill [two photos of passengers on board W.H.A. 170
ship with identification - Harrimans, etc.] W.H.A. 170a
88 Captain Doran, The Kindergarten W.H.A. 171
W.H.A. 172
89 Orca - Prince William Sound E.S.C. 271
90 Orca Harbor at 11 p.m. E.S.C. 266
91 “The Helping Hand” W.H.A. 122
92 Columbia Glacier - Prince William Sound G.K.G. 338
Columbia Glacier - Prince William Sound E.H.H. 96
93 The Columbia W.H.A. 98-99-100
94 Columbia Glacier ... [foldout] E.S.C.
95 The Ship from the Boat and The Boat from the G.K.G. 339
Ship W.H.A. 101
96 Columbia Bay and Heather Island G.K.G. 340
97 From Heather Island E.S.C. 306
98 Stranded Bergs from the Columbia E.S.C. E.S.C. 309
99 Forest and Peat-Bog Disturbed by Columbia Glacier E.S.C. 315¢
100 The Way to the Nunatak - Ridged Ice E.S.C. 304
101 The Way to the Nunatak - Stony Ice E.S.C. 301
102 The Heather at Heather Island E.S.C. 437
103 Reindeer Moss and Huckleberry - Heather Island E.S.C. 438
104 Ambherst Glacier - Port Wells C.H.M. 124
105 Head of Port Wells. Harvard. Yale. E.H.H. 73
Smith, Radcliff, Harvard, Yale E.H.H. 74
106 The Yale E.S.C. 275
107 The Harvard. E.S.C. 273
108 In Port Wells. Wellesley. Radcliff; Harvard. C.HM. WB.D. | 121
106
109 Vassar. Bryn Mawr. Smith. [Glaciers] E.H.H. 76
110 Bryn Mawr. Smith. Harvard. [Glaciers] E.S.C. 276
111 Bryn Mawr's Edge. [Glacier] E.H.H. 83
112 The Bryn Mawr [Glacier] E.S.C. 276a
113 The Smith [Glacier] E.H.H. 81
114 The Vassar [Glacier] E.H.H. 84
115 First View of the Barry - Entrance to Harriman W.B.D. 99
Fiord
116 Barry Glacier and Doran Strait C.H.M. 141
117 The Barry E.S.C. 280b
118 The Barry E.H.H. 116, 109,
115
119 In Harriman Fiord - The Serpentine Glacier E.S.C. 292
120 In Harriman Fiord — The Surprise Glacier C.HM. 131
121 Head of Harriman Fiord - The Harriman Glacier E.H.H. 98
122 The Harriman E.S.C. 287
123 East Edge of the Harriman E.S.C. 286
124 Stream Issuing from the Harriman E.S.C. 289
125 Hemlocks in Harriman Fiord E.S.C. 284
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| 126 | Hemlocks | EH.H. 107
Volume II: pp. 127 - 217
Page Description Photo-grapher Photogra-
No. pher’s No.
127 Homer - Cook Inlet E.S.C. 319
128 Entrance to Saldovia (sic) - Cook Inlet LS.C. 324
129 Halibut Cove - Cook Inlet W.B.D. 50
130 Uyak Bay and River, Kadiak Island W.B.D. WB.D. |51
Uyak Bay and River, Kadiak Island 57
131 Going to Camp - Uyak Bay E.H.H. 127
132 Kadiak Narrows LS.C. 328
133 Kadiak, Kadiak Island E.S.C. 335
134 Kadiak C.HM. 176
Old Greek Church W.R.C. 151
Cotton Grass. Bidarka, Racing [two views] G.K.G. 403
135 The Kadiak Bear E.H.H. 122
136 The Bear E.H.H. 118
137 The Bear E.H.H. 119
138 Stepan Kandarkof - Russian Bear Hunter E.S.C. 339
139 Island off Kadiak Narrows E.S.C. 323
140 On Kadiak Island E.S.C. 325
141 Lupins - Wood Island, near Kadiak E.S.C. 333
142 Alder Thickets - Near Sand Point, Shumagin E.S.C. 342
Islands
143 Popof Island E.S.C. 345a
144 Alaska Peninsula; Shishaldin. Pavlof C.H.M. 210
C.H.M. 225
145 Near Belkovski - Shumagin Islands W.B.D. 72
146 Dutch Harbor - Unalaska Bay E.S.C. 349
147 Iliuliuk - Unalaska Island E.S.C. 350 (353)
148 Greek Church - [liuliuk E.H.H. 129
149 Barabara - [liuliuk E.S.C. 354
150 Spruce Trees - Dutch Harbor ... E.S.C. 360
151 Bogoslof (Bering Sea) E.S.C. WB.D. 361
Bogoslof, Grewingk 76
152 Sea-lions. “The Rush from Bogoslof” C.H.M. 181
Sea-lions. “The Rush from Bogoslof” C.H.M. 180
Sea-lions. “The Rush from Bogoslof” C.H.M. 183
153 Fur Seals - St. Paul Island C.HM. 231
Fur Seals - St. Paul Island C.HM. 232
Fur Seals - St. Paul Island C.HM. 228
154 Photographing the Officers - Bering Sea E.H.H. 71
155 Near Bering Strait -Sunrise at 2 a.m., July 12 L.J.C.
The Siberian Coast W.B.D. 83
The Siberian Coast C.HM. 243a
156 East Shore of Plover Bay - Siberia C.HM. 243
157 Eskimos in Umiaks. Plover Bay, Siberia C.HM. 235
Eskimos in Umiaks. Plover Bay, Siberia W.B.D. 85
158 Eskimos - Plover Bay G.K.G. 422
159 Plover Bay Eskimos E.S.C. 369a
160 Plover Bay W.B.D. 84
Plover Bay W.B.D. 87
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161 Eskimo Village - Plover Bay E.S.C. 376
162 Asiatic Trade E.S.C. 377
163 “House and Hearth” - Plover Bay E.S.C. 374
164 Frame of the Siberian Eskimos' Winter Topek E.S.C. 375
165 The Winter Topek E.S.C. 367
166 A Doubtful Bargain. Nelson, Doran, Morris, E.S.C. 378
Elliot
167 Eskimos in Umiaks - Port Clarence, Alaska E.H.H. 147
168 Traders at the Landing Stage C.HM. 218
169 Eskimo Traders C.HM. 220
170 Eskimo Children - Port Clarence E.S.C. 386
171 Four of a Kind E.S.C. 384
172 On the Beach - Port Clarence CHM. CHM. | 238
On the Beach - Port Clarence 239
173 Eskimo and Kayak - Port Clarence C.HM. 236
174 Eskimos on a Whaler E.S.C. 379
Eskimos on a Whaler W.B.D. 92
175 Whaling Fleet - Port Clarence E.S.C. 388
176 Tundra - Port Clarence G.K.G. 433
177 Returning from the Tundra C.H.M. 240
178 Bering Sea: “Polar Bears,” St. Lawrence Island LJ.C. 11i
Hall Island Beach W.H.A. 400
179 Hall Island E.S.C. 390b
180 Hall Island E.S.C. 390
181 Bird Rookery - Hall Island E.S.C. 391
182 Arenaria - Hall Island E.S.C. 404
183 Tundra - St. Matthew Island E.S.C. 397
184 Coville and Brewer E.S.C. 400
185 Emerson and Gilbert E.S.C. 402
186 “The Two Johnnies,” Burroughs, Muir E.S.C. 401
187 At Dutch Harbor - On the Return Trip E.S.C. 407
188 Aleutian Baskets E.S.C. 409
189 Eskimo Baskets E.S.C. 410
190 Taking the Sun E.S.C. 414
191 The Admiral (Roland Harriman) E.S.C. 415
192 Fox Farm - On Long Island, near Kadiak E.S.C. 422b
193 Long Island - Near Kadiak E.S.C. 422¢
194 On the Pacific - Homeward Bound E.S.C. 424
195 A Quiet Day on the Pacific W.H.A. 170B
196 Mount Fairweather C.HM. 282
197 Fairweather Range and La Perouse Glacier E.S.C. 425
198 La Perouse Glacier E.H.H. 154
199 Fairweather Range. Mount Crillon E.S.C. 426
200 Last View of the Pacific E.S.C. 444
201 Juneau E.S.C. 445
202 Treadwell Mine - Douglas Island W.B.D. 61
203 The Deserted Village - Cape Fox E.S.C. 477a
204 Deserted Village E.S.C. 447¢ (447d)
205 “Who Are We? E.S.C. 448a
(448)
206 Visitors at the Deserted Village E.H.H. 155
207 “Chief's House”- Deserted Village E.S.C. 451
208 The Beaver, Deserted Village E.S.C. 454
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209 Totems at the Deserted Village E.S.C. 455
210 An Interior - Deserted Village C.HM. 287
211 A Household God - Deserted Village C.HM. 289
212 The Unmasking W.B.D. 43
213 Relics W.B.D. 38
214 Houses of the Living and the Dead — Deserted Village W.H.A. 2

W.H.A. 7

W.H.A. 4
215 The Marble Bear - Deserted Village E.S.C461 461
216 Salmon Berries E.S.C.443a 443a
217 Seaward from the Deserted Village W.B.D. 45

(Panorama by Curtis: of Columbia Glacier)

Summary of Photographers' pictures

W.H. Averell 9 14
Wesley R. Coe 3 1 4
E.S. Curtis 58 54 112
L.J.C.(unknown) 1 2
W.B. Devereux 9 14 23
G.K. Gilbert 21 3 24
E.H. Harriman 25 9 34
C. Hart Merriam 15 21
Robert Ridgeway 2
Total photographs

Attachments:

36

252

1. Excerpts from following book on Harriman-Alaska Expedition, identifying

participants and describing importance of Souvenir Album.

Goetzmann, William H., and Kay Sloan. LOOKING FOR NORTH; THE
HARRIMAN EXPEDITION TO ALASKA 1899. N.Y.: Viking Press, 1982.

pp. 38, 191-192, 207-209, 215

2. Full listing of contents, listing page number, description, photographers' initials,
photograph number.

3. Index to album by photographer with page numbers on which photos appear.
KHS/2-2-89
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Photographers

W.H.A. (W. H. Averell)

LJ.C.(?)
W.R.C. (Wesley R. Coe)

E.S.C. (E.S. Curtis)

W.B.D. (W.B. Devereux)

G.K.G. (GK. Gilbert)

E.H.H. (E.H. Harriman)

C.H.M. (C. Hart Merriam)

R.R. (Robert Ridgeway)

1242H
1989

Page No. of Photographs

v.I: 31,71,87 (2),88(2),91,93, 95
v.II: 178,195, 214 (3)

v.I. 9;,vlIl: 155,178
v.I. 46,62, 69; v.II: 134

v.: 11,13, 14, 16, 18, 19, 20, 21, 25, 26, 28,29, 30, 32, 33, 36,
37,44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50, 51, 52, 53, 57, 58, 59, 65, 66, 67, 76,
82, 83, 84, 86, 89, 90, 94, 97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 102, 103, 106, 107,
110, 112, 117, 119, 122, 123, 124, 125

v.IIl: 127,128, 132, 133, 138, 139, 140, 141, 142, 143, 146, 147,
149, 150, 151, 159, 161, 162, 163, 164, 165, 166, 170, 171, 174,
175,179, 180, 181, 182, 183, 184, 185, 186, 187, 188, 189 190,
191, 192, 193, 194, 197, 199, 200, 201, 203, 204, 205, 207, 208,
209, 215, 216

v.: 16,61, 62, 68, 79, 80, 85, 108, 115
v.II: 129, 130 (2), 145, 151, 155, 157, 160 (2), 174, 202, 212, 213,
217

vl: 6,7,8,17,27, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 56, 62, 72,73,74, 77,
78,92, 95, 96

v.II: 134, 158, 176

v.: 4,5,10,12, 23, 35,60, 69, 70, 75,79, 81, 85, 92, 105 (2),
109, 111, 113, 114, 118 (3), 121, 126

v.II: 131, 135, 136, 137, 148, 154, 167, 198, 206

v.: 2,315, 22,24 (2), 34, 63, 64, 68, 71, 104, 108, 116, 120
v.II: 134, 144 (2),152, (3), 153 (3), 155, 156, 157, 168, 169

vI. 54,55
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