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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 
 

Wendell H. Oswalt received a Ph.D. from University of Arizona in 1959. 
He is Emeritus Professor of Anthropology at University of California, Los Angeles, where he 
taught for thirty-two years. His research has examined Native American cultures, with 
particular attention to the Yupik-speaking people in Southwestern Alaska and Inuit-speaking 
people in Northern Alaska and Canada. In particular, he has conducted archeological fieldwork 
in the Kotzebue-Kobuk River area (1947), the Bering Sea Coast and St. Lawrence Island ((1948), 
the Hooper Bay region (1950), at Katmai National Monument ((1954), and later at Kolmakovski 
Redoubt along the Kuskokwim River (1966-67). He also conducted research regarding Erik the 
Red in Iceland. Dr. Oswalt has written on a number of topics, such as Eskimo pre-history, a 
community study of Western Native Alaskans, and a study of Moravian missions in Alaska. 
Most recently, he wrote an article entitled: “Maturing Human Minds and Early Subsistan 
Technoevolution: A Synopsis” (2012). Several of his publications are housed in the Alaska State 
Library Historical Collections.  
 
 

SCOPE AND CONTENTS NOTE 
 
201 color slides from 30 years of archaeological work in western Alaska, the Kuskokwim River 
Region, and Iceland. From Wendell Oswalt’s notes about particular slides:  
 
“The North Star was a small wooden B.I.A. vessel that played an important role in early South 
Pole explorations. They assembled an airplane on board to make the first flight over the South 
Pole. There are numerous published accounts about the flight.”  (No.118-119) 
 
 “I made four trips to Iceland (a wonderful place) to learn about Eric the Red and his son—
important in northeastern North American discoveries.”  
---Wendell Oswalt, 8/14/2012.  (No.177-192) 
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Kuskokwim Historical 

1 “Old” McGrath, Kusko 

2 Little Man’s boy 

3 McGrath, Lumber trip[?] 

4 Napamuit [Napaimute] 

5 McGrath 

6 McGrath, Original N.C. Store [Alaska Commercial Company] 
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7 Shirley Nelson 

8 CETA farmers; Shirley Nelson below Crooked 

9 Sleetmute, Aug. 1981 

10 Old McGrath; Steamboat, Kuskokwim 

11 Crooked Cr, Lower Village, Kusko 

12 McGrath, Original N.C.  Store [Alaska Commercial Company] 

13 McGrath 

14 “Old Chief” & Caribou’s brother Shorty. 1953 Napamuit[Napaimute] 

15 McGrath, original N.C. Store [Alaska Commercial Company] 

16  McGrath; “Doyen” bldg. 

17 Johny[?] Avukumoff[?] Camp, Kuskokwim  

18 Georgetown, Kuskokwim 

19 McGrath; Roadhouse 3 

20 McGrath 

21 Gregory homesite; USGS “Vinasale”, Kuskokwim [1973] 

Folder 1 

Kuskokwim Historical 

22 McGrath, Kuskokwim, Main St.  

23 Napamiut[Napaimute], Kusko, Carl (Caribou) Abruska 

24 Trador, Stony R. Village, Kuskokwim, Reginal M. White 

25 Sterling Landing Cabin, Kuskokwim  

26 Harris homesite, Kuskokwim, below McGrath 

27 Kuskokwim, Fish Wheel near Napamiut[Napaimute] 

28 McGrath, Kuskokwim 

29 Chuathbaluk, Church door, Kuskokwim 

30 George Frederick’s house, Georgetown, Kuskokwim 
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31 George Frederick’s house, Georgetown, Kuskokwim 

32 Kuskokwim below McGrath 

33 Lower Kuskokwim 

34 McGrath, Margaret Mespelt 

35 Little Russian Mission, Kusko. 

36 Kuskokwim near Vinasale 

37 Mail plane, Stony R. Village 

38 Johny Avukumoff Camp, Kuskokwim 

39 Trador R.M. White, Stony R. Village, Kuskokwim 

40 Meanders, Kuskokwim toward Anchorage 

41 Little Man’s Da[ughter?], Upper Kusko. 

42 Barge and scow, Lower Kusko.  

43 Little R. Mission; Kusko. 

44 “USGS Vinsale”,  Gregory homesite, Kuskokwim 

45 McGrath, original N.C. Store [Alaska Commercial Company], Kuskokwim 

46 Below McGrath, Kuskokwim 

Folder 1 

Kuskokwim Historical 

47 Chuathbaluk, Kuskokwim, c. 1979 

48 Crooked Creek, Aug. 1981, Kuskokwim  

49 Barge and scow, Kuskokwim 

50 CETA farmers, Kuskokwim,  Shirley Nelson 

51 Napamiut[Napaimute], Aug. 1981 

52 Red Devil, Aug. 1981, Mine, Kuskokwim 

53 McGrath, 1979, Kuskokwim 

54 Sleetmute 
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55 From original church 

56 McGrath, N.C. Store [Alaska Commercial Company], John Miskovich of Flat 

57 Kuskokwim below McGrath 

58 Barge and scow below Devil’s Elbow, Kuskokwim 

59 McGrath, Kuskokwim 

60 Stony R. Village, mail plane 

61 Sleetmiut[Sleetmute], Orthodox Church, 1979 

62 Sterling Landing 

63 Crooked Cr. Village 

64 McGrath, gym and school bldg.  

65 John John’s[?] Camp, below Crooked [Creek] 

66 Devil’s Elbow 

67 Kuskokwim above Nungatuk River mouth 

68 Kuskokwim, below Rohn River sweepers 

69 Below Devil’s Elbow stuck barge 

70 Sinka Gregory’s homestead  

71 Stony River V., Aug. 1981 

72 McGrath, home of Magaret Mespelt 

73 Below McGrath, drift netting, late 1970s 

74 McGrath,“Doyen” bldg. 

75 W. H. Oswalt, McGrath, drifting to Bethel, 1971? 

76 “New” Georgetown, Aug. 1981 

77 Little Russian Mission, Kuskokwim 

78 Near Sleetmute, Kuskokwim 

79 Crow Village, Kuskokwim, 1964? 
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80 Crow Village Excavations, Kuskokwim 

Folder 2 

Aniak Kuskokwim, 1979 and earlier 

81 Aniak, Roman Catholic Church 

82 Aniak, [Woman with clothes washer hanging laundry on a line outside]  

83 Aniak, 1965 [Buildings and plane]  

84 Aniak, Anania Theodore 

85 Aniak, Smokehouse 

86 Aniak, School 

87 Aniak, Independent N.C. Store 

88 Aniak, Bath 

89 Aniak, [Unloading black barrels from barge on to truck at water’s edge]   

90 Aniak, [Wooden building with oil cans] 

91 Aniak, Bath 

92 Aniak, First N.C. Store 

93 Aniak, 1969? 

94 Aniak, 1979? [Aerial] 

95 Aniak, Mainstreet, 1979 

96 [Aniak], Independent N.C. Co. Store, 1979 

97  Aniak, F.A.A., 1979  

98 Aniak, Roadhouse, 1979 

99 Aniak, Independent N.C. Store, 1979? 

100 Aniak, Old N.C. Store, 1979? 

101 [Aniak], Johnny and Alice Avakunoff, Russian/Eskimo heritage, 1979 

102 Aniak, Kuskokwim Corporation, offices and apartments, 1979 

103 Aniak, New A. C. Co. store [Alaska Commercial Company], 1979 
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104 Aniak, Old roadhouse, 1979 

105 Aniak, Laundry fire, 1979 

106 Aniak, Roman Catholic Church, 1979 

107 Chuathbaluk, Eskimo, 1979? 

108 Sinka Gregory’s daughter, Ingalik, 1979? 

109  Sinka Gregory’s grand children, Ingalik Indians, 1979 

110 Aniak, P. O.-store-poolhall, 1979 

111 Gusty Michael, Stony R. Village, Ingalik, 1979? 

112 Aniak, 1979 [People on 3-wheel All Terrain Vehicles] 

 

Folder 3 

Savoonga, Kukulik, 1948 

113  Savoonga, [Woman], Eskimo, W. Oswalt, 1948 

114 Kukulik, 1948 during excavation 

115 Kukulik, [Dog team] 1948, St. Lawrence Island 

116 Savoonga people [with boat on shore], 1948 

117 Savoonga, [Two people in foreground with coal? bags in background], 1948 

118 Savoonga, [View down shoreline of barrels, overturned canoe, houses] 

119 Savoonga, North Star, 1948.  

120 Savoonga, people [on boat], 1948 

121 St. Lawrence, 1948, Grave Behind Kukulik 

122 Savoonga, 1948 [Woman and child, Western clothing] 

123 Savoonga, 1948, Eskimo [Woman in kuspuk] 

124 Savoonga, 1948, Tattoos, “Old Eskimo” 

125 Savoonga, 1948 [Landscape] 

126 Savoonga, 1948 [Town] 
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127 Savoonga, 1948, Eskimo [Girl in Kuspuk] 

128 Savoonga, 1948 [Cutting up seal meat] 

129 Savoonga, 1948 [Shore scene, mothers and children] 

130 Savoonga, 1948, Eskimo [Mother and child] 

131 Kukulik, 1948, St. Lawrence Is. 

132 Kukulik, 1948, St. Lawrence Is., “Where I dug” 

Folder 4 

Kolmakov  

133 Kolmakov Blockhouse, 1966-7 excavation 

134 Kolmakov Blockhouse, 1966-7 excavation 

135 Kolmakov Blockhouse, 1966-7 excavation 

136 1967, Priest’s house, Kolmakovskiv 

Kotzebue[?] and Kobuk Fieldtrip, my first, 1947 

137 [College?] Danish archeologist ethnologist 

138 Betts Giddings, [Helen?], and me. Fairbanks, 1947. Off to Kotzebue & Kobuk 
archeologist 

139 Fairbanks, 1947.  Off to Kotz. With Giddings 

140 H. [Helge] Larsen L.,  and  J. Giddings  R. 1948 

Hooper Village excavation 

141 Hooper Bay Village. 1950. Where dug 

142 Hooper Bay Village, my  excavation, 1950 

143 Hooper Bay Village, before excavation, 1950 

Sites Kaflia misc., Kuskokwim Eskimo & Indians  

144 Sleetmute, ca. 1950, Eskimo 

145 Ingalik Indians, family below McGrath, 1971 

146 Kaflia, Katmai Natl. monument, 1954. My excavation 
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147 Hooper Bay Village, 1950 

148 Kaflia site, 1954. Oswalt excavation [aerial view] 

Kotz, Kobuk 

149 Kotzebue, 1947 

150 Kiana, Eskimo 1947, Tommy Jackson, Gidding informant 

151 Lower Kobuk R., 1947 

152 Kotz. 1947 

153 Kiana, 1947 

154 Kiana, 1947 

155 Lower Kobuk, 1947 

156 Kotzebue, 1947 

157 Squirrel River, 1947 

158 Kotzebue, 1947 

159 Eksavik, 1947 

Folder 5  

Kolmakovskiy excavation, Kuskokwim 

160 Creole Barracks 

161 Creole Barracks, Kolmakovskiy 

162 Creole Barracks, Kolmakov[skiy] 

163 Kashim, Kolmakovskiy 

164 Kashim, Kolmakovskiy 

165  Creole Barracks, 1967, Kolmakovskiy 

166 Old Andrew’s house, Kolmakovskiy 

167 Old Andrew’s house, Kolmakovskiy 

168 Priest’s house, Kolmakovskiy 

169 Priest’s house, Kolmakovskiy 
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170 Priest’s house, porch, Kolmakovskiy [Crow Village not Kolmakovskiy per donor letter] 

171 Priest’s house, 1967, Kolmakovskiy [Crow Village not Kolmakovskiy per donor letter]  

172 Crow Village excavation 

173 Crow Village 1963. 1964? 

174 Crow Village excavations, 1963? 

175 Kashim, 1966-67 excavations, Kolmakovskiy 

176 Creole Barracks, 1966-67 excavations, Kolmakovskiy 

177 “Kashim”, 1966-67 excavation, Kolmakovskiy 

178 Kolmakov Blockhouse, 1966-67 excavation 

Folder  6 

Eric the Red 

179 Dimon 

180 Oxney 

181 Eiriksstead [Eriksstead], Oxney 

182 Breidabolstead near Drangar  Rocks, Oswalt, Plate ll 

183 Looking South to the Islands of Breidafjord 

184 Saurstadir 

185 Skeidsbrekkur 

186 Dimon, Oswalt, Plate 10 

187 Eiriksbaer, Oswalt, Plate 8 

188 Civiki[?] Bay, Oxney 

189 Skeidsbrekkur 

190 Valthjofsstead 

191 Sauvstadir, Oswalt Plate 5 

192 Skeidsbrekkur, Oswalt Plate 4 

193 Valthjofsstead, Oswalt Plate 3 
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194 Eiriksstead [Eriksstead] 

195 Eiriksstadir 

196 Eiriksstadir 

197 Leikskalar, Oswalt Plate 6 

198 Erik the Red forge near Drangar Rocks 

199 Oxney Eiriksbaer 

200 Erik the Red forge near Drangar Rocks, Oswalt Plate 7 

201 Eiriksstadir, Oswalt Plate 2 

  


